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Mr.  W.  said,  havibg  offered  sach  rea:<uns  a^ 
were  cODviueing  to  hira,  that  tbe  Housp  had  the 
Constituiiooal  rifht  to  withhold  and  control  ap- 
proprJatJODs  for  foreign  intercourse,  he  would  pro- 
ceed to  make  a  few  obserTations  as  to  the  eipedi- 
encj  of  the  amendment  under  consideration,  and 
state  why  he  thought  it  inexpedient  at  this  time, 
which  alone  induced  bitn  to  vote  against  it. 

He  said,  there  were  reasons  which  operated 
strongly  on  his  mind  lo  show  the  inexpediency  of 

I  the  ameadment,  which  at  any  other  time,  and 

noder  any  other  circumstances,  would  not. 

Our  situation  with  foreign  nations  was  at  this 
time  a  critical  one ;  we  were  already  viewed  by 
them  as  a  divided  people,  and  bethought  it  a  very 

I  improper  time  to  be  wrangling  about  our  own 


He  said  there  was  a  further  reason  which  hi 
would  mention.  A  change  had  lately  taken  plaei 
Id  tbe  Execuiire  of  (bis  country,  in  ine  election  of 
ipfaom  other  nations  had  extended  their  viewa,  in 
a  manner  improper  for  him  to  mention  at  this 
time;  ihat,  on  this  question,  the  people  of  this 
country  were  very  equally  divided.  To  allempt 
auch  a  restriction  on  the  Execuiive,  at  the  first 
ordinary  session  of  Congress  ofier  thai  change, 
'would  appear  as  if  done  in  consequence  of  it,  or 
the  choice,  especially  when  we  advert  to  the  rea- 
sons given  by  the  move;  of  the  fmendmenl,  (Mr. 
Nicholas.)  All  which,  he  said,  would  lead  to 
keep  up  the  opinion  of  our  being  a  divided  people, 
and  appear  as  though  we  were  not  di^posea  to  be 
reconciled  to  the  acts  of  the  majority,  which  he 
supposed  the  good  sense  of  the  people  of  this 
country  would  always  dictate  as  the  first  princi- 
ples or  their  OovernmenC.  He  said,  one  of  the 
objects  of  this  amendment,  as  expressed  by  (he 
mover,  is  to  make  a  stand  against  Executive  influ- 


is  8  tendency  in  all  Qbvern: 
union  and  consolidaiion  of  all  ilt  parts  iaio  the 
Executive,  to  tbe  destniL'tion  of  the  rest."  He 
•aid,  he  did  not  think  this  was  the  nature  and  ten- 
dency of  such  a  Government  as  ours,  for  the  rea- 
•ons  which  he  had  before  mentioned.  He  said 
the  mover  had  also  slated,  "an  opposition  was 
necessary  (o  be  kept  up,  in  order  to  ronse  the  peo- 

{ile  to  a  sense  of  their  danger,  and  cause  the  pub- 
ie  mind  to  be  respected."  This  would  be  to  de- 
clare our  Government  a  Government  of  political 
warfiite  and  opposi(ian,  instend  of  peace  and  har- 
mony ;  and  thjs,  he  said,  would  be  the  way  lo  ve- 
rify another  principle,  stated  by  the  member  from 
Virginia,  "  that  a  representative  Qovernmenl  may 
become  more  expensive  and  burdensome  than  a 
monarchy  or  despotiam."  Mr.  W.  said,  that  a 
iree  repmenlalive  Government  might  be  neces- 
sarily more  expensive  than  a.  monarchical  or  des- 
potic one,  he  would  admit,  but  not  more  burden- 
some. In  the  former  the  people  have  all  power,  in 
the  latter  very  little  or  none.  In  a  representative, 
the  powers  ofihe  GoverDmenlweredis(ribu(ed  into 
the  bands  of  many ;  it  of  course  created  a  number 
of  offices  and  officers,  all  of  whom  must  be  paid 
something.  But  this  is  what  the  people  choose 
to  pay  to  secure  their  liberties,  beug  jealoua  of 
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trustiag  too  much  power  in  the  hands  of  any  one 
man  or  body  of  men.  In  the  ktler  character  of 
Governments  it  is  quite  the  reverse. 

Mr.  W.  said,  as  to  Executive  patronage,  and  the 
selection  of  men  only  of  certain  politics  to  office, 
he  did  not  see  how  the  proposed  amendment  , 
would  remedy  that.  But  he  could  not  believe  the 
existence  of  ihe  fact ;  i(  was  too  base  in  principle, 
and  too  absurd  in  practice,  If  such  should  be  (he 
case,  every  change  in  (he  Eiecu(ive,  if  of  different 
politics,  oupht  to  produce  an  official  revolution. 
He  said,  it  nad  been  stated  that  the  President,  by 
patronage,  mi^ht  form  majorities  in  the  Legisla- 
ture, from  which  he  would  draw  his  diplomatic 
corps,  and  carry  his  sehrmes.  If  this  should  be 
carried  on  to  any  tolerable  extent,  he  believed  the 
President  would  soon  Rnd  himself  in  a  minority. 
But  the  amendment  would  not  remedy  that  cither; 
it  did  not  propose  to  restrict  the  Executive  as  to 
Ministers  Resident,  and  an  abuse  of  power  might 
be  exercised  in  them  as  well  as  in  Ministers  Pleni- 
potentiary. Mr.  W.  said,  our  Government  was  a 
Gfovernment  of  experience;  it  supposed  virrong  to 
be  done,  and,  when  it  did  take  place,  it  ought  not 
always  to  be  attributed  to  improper  or  base  motives. 
Every  department  was  liable  to  do  wrong.  The 
people  knew  they  had  the  power  to  alter  (heir  Con- 
stitution, when  its  defects  appeared ;  (he  modes  of 
doing  this  were  easy  and  various.  He  said  he 
was  DO  friend  (0  foreign  diplomatic  intercourse, 
and  he  wished  to  get  clear  ot  it  in  the  most  advi- 
sable manner,  and  at  the  proper  time.  If  the 
amendment  waa  adopted,  it  could  have^o.  effect 
for  one  year,  and  he  was  willing  to  pass  the  law 
as  usual,  and  limit  i(  to  one  year,  which  would  an- 
swer every  purpose.     He  was  not,  he  said,  inr 


high  01 


'Bvagant  salar 


to  officers.    He  w 


was  no  object ;  for  with  hira  it  was.  Mr.  w!  con- 
cluded by  observing,  that  be  Wieved  most  of  our 
foreign  intercourse  and  treaties  had  been  a  disad- 
vantage to  us;  for,  if  no  other  way,  they  were  con- 
slantly  interfering  with  the  ordinary  objects  of 
leKislaiion  in  that  House ;  as  of  late,  scarcely  any 
suojeci  coold  come  before  them,  but  some  treaty 
or  other  was  brought  into  view ;  and  if  they  never 
were  (o  have  done  arguing  about  them,  he  thought 
it  might  be  as  well  not  have  any.  He  hoped 
the  amendment  would  not  prevail ;  he  should  vole 
against  it,  because  he  thought  it  unnecessary  and 
inexpedient  at  this  time. 

When  Mr.  Williams  had  (aken  his  seat, 
Mr.  Bataru  rose,  and  spoke  as  follows: 
Mr.  Chairman,  I  shall  not  follow  the  ezamtAe 
of  the  gentleman  who  has  just  sat  down,  (Mr.  R. 
Williams,)  in  assigning  reasons  against  the  vote 
which  I  design  to  "ive,  but  shall  content  myself 
in  stating  and  maintaining  the  grounds  upon 
which  1  am  opposed  to  the  amendment  under  con- 
sideration. I^ad  ibouc'bt  and  still  believe  (hat 
the  principles  upon  which  gentlemen  differ  are 
well  understood.  We  do  not  deny  the  power  of 
this  House  in  the  appropriation  of  money,  nor  the 
discretion  which  Iney  may  Constitutionally  ex- 
ercise in  fixing  the  proper  amount  of  salary  for  a 
Minister  Plenipotentiary,  or  for  any  other  officer 
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employed  by  the  Oovernment.  On  the  other 
hand,  gentlemen  who  differ  Troni  as  do  Dot  con- 
lend  that  S9,O(J0  per  annum  is  too  great  a  salary 
for  a  Minister  Plenipotentiary,  but  ihey  say  that 
ao  Minister  is  necessary  at  Berlin  or  Lisbon,  and 
that  therefore  ihey  will  not  appropriate  for  their 
support.  If  this  House  has  not  a  right  to  judge 
of  the  grade  of  Ministers,  or  the  places  at  which 
it  is  proper  to  employ  them,  no  reasoii  will  remain 
for  our  refusing  to  appropriate  in  the  manner 
contemplated  by  the  bill  in  its  original  shape. 

The  first  question,  therefore,  which  naturally 
presents  itself  in  this  discussion  is.  whether  the 
power  of  fixing  the  number  and  grade  of  foreign 
Hinistera  belongs  in  any  degree  to  this  House,  oi 
exclusively  to  the  Executive. 

By  the  Constitution,  the  right  of  receiving  fo- 
reign Ministers  is  given  to  the  President,  nor  is 
there  any  pretence  under  which  this  House  can 
claim  a  share  of  that  right  or  its  incidents.  The 
obligation  to  appoint  foceign  Minisieis  may  fre- 
quently arise  tram  the  communications  they  make 
to  the  Power  which  receives  them.  The  powers, 
therefore,  of  appointing  and  receiving  seem  to  me 
co-relative,  and  essentially  belong  to  the  tame 
branch  of  Qovernment. 

But  the  power  of  appointing  is  as  ex^a-essly 

S'ren  to  the  President  as  the  power  of  receiving 
iniiters.  As  Ministers,  however,  cannot  be  em- 
ployed abroad  without  money  being  appropriated 
tor  their  support,  as  money  cannot  be  appropri- 
ated but  by  law,  it  is  therefore  said  we  may  in- 
quire into  the  propriety  of  the  appointments  before 
we  appropriate. 

Now,  sir,  I  apprehend  whenever  an  ofGce,  cre- 
ated by  the  Constitution  or  by  law,  is  legally  filled 
by  the  President,  that  we  ue  bound  to  provide  u 
reasonable  compensation  for  the  officer.  The 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  however,  has  told 
us  that  the  office  of  foreign  Minister  is  created  by 
the  President,  and  does  not  exist  under  the  Con- 
■litution.  This  is  one  of  thone  bold  assertions 
which  we  so  often  hear  from  that  quarter,  and  in- 
tended to  impose  upon  the  easy  credulity  of  a  part 
of  the  House.  I  ask  the  gentleman  whether  the 
power  of  creating  oGGces  is  of  an  Executive  na- 
ture? And,  if  not,  1  beg  him  to  point  out  to  me 
the  clause  in  the  Constitution  which  in  any  case 

S'ves  such  a  power  to  the  President.  But,  in  or- 
T  to  oppose  the  assertion,  I  will  beg  leave  to 
refer  to  the  provision  of  the  Constitution  on  the 
tnbiect. 

[Mr.  B.  here  read  the  following  passage  from 
.tke  2d  sectiMi  of  the  2d  article  of  the  Constitu- 
tion: "He."  the  President,  "shall  nominate,  and, 
by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate, 
shall  appoint  Ambassadors,  other  puUic  Ministers 
and  Consuls,  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and 
all  other  officers  of  the  United  States  whose  ap- 
pomtments  are  not  htrein  otherwise  provided  for, 
tnd  which  shall  be  established  by  law. "J 

By  this  clause  it  explicitly  appears  that  the 
power  of  appoiutmeni  extends  only  to  offices  pro- 
vided by  the  Constitution,  or  which  a^erwards 
•hould  be  esublished  by  law..  The  place  of  Min- 
uter, then,  is  an  t^ce  created  by  the  Constitu- 


tioD.  But  it  is  contended  by  this  gentleman  that 
Ministers  stand  upon  the  same  ground  with  Judges 
of  the  Supreme  Court,  and,  as  we  had  limited 
the  number  of  the  latter,  so  we  have  a  right  to  re- 
strain the  number  of  tne  former.  Now,  sir,  by 
referring  Bgain  to  the  Constitution,  I  apprehend  I 
can  show  that  the  cases  stand  on  different  ^uudi, 
and  that  there  is  a  power  given  to  us  to  mterfere 
in  the  case  of  Judges,  which  does  not  belong  to  ua 
in  the  case  of  Ministers. 

\yir.  B-  here  cited  the  3d  article  of  the  Coiwtt- 
tution,  section  1st,  as  follows  \  "  The  judicial  pow- 
er of  the  United  States  shall  be  vested  in  one  Su- 
preme Court,  and  in  such  inferior  courts  as  tbe 
Congress  may,  from  time  to  time,  ordain  and  ea- 
tablish."] 

It  appears  from  this  clause  that  a  Supreme 
Court  IS  provided,  but  the  mode  of  its  establish- 
ment Is  expressly  left  to  Congress.  Beside,  it  is 
evident  from  the  Constitution  that  the  framers  of 
it  frequently  referred  to  things  as  known.  As 
when  they  provide  in  criminal  cases  that  the  trial 
shall  be  by  jury,  it  was  understood  that  the  jury 
should  consist  of  twelve  men,  and  a  verdict  be 
the  unanimous  opinion  of  the  whole.  And  so  in 
the  case  of  the  Supreme  Court,  that  the  numba 
of  Judges  could  not  be  indefinite,  and  of  conse- 
quence must  be  limited  by  Congress.  This  is 
certainly  not  the  case  as  to  foreign  Ministers. 
Their  number  can  be  no  more  limited  than. the 
number  of  foreign  Powers,  By  lessening  the 
number  of  independent  nations  (which  is  a  work 
going  on  very  last)  the  Constitutional  power  of 
the  President  on  this  subject  will  be  restrained. 

If  tbe  doctrine  be  well  founded  that  this  House 
has  a  right  to  refuse  to  appropriate  for  the  salary 
of  foreign  Ministers.  I  ask  gentlemen  to  reconcile 
it  with  their  adrnisslonthatno  such  tight  to  refuse 
exists  in  the  case  of  the  President  or  Judges.  A 
distinction  has  been  attempted.  It  is  said  that,  in 
the  case  of  these  officers,  the  Constitution  has 
provided  that  their  compensation  shall  not  be 
diminished  during  their  continuance  in  office. 
But  it  strongly  appears  to  me,  and  I  do  insist,  that 
by  conceding  that  in  the  case  of  the  President  and 
Judges,  we  are  bound  to  appropriate,  the  whole 
argument  on  the  other  side  is  given  up ;  because  it 
allows  thai,  notwithstanding  we  have  an  express 
powejr  on  the  subject  of  a]^ropriation,  thai  yet 
there  are  cases  in  which  that  power  must  be  pas- 
sively exercised  without  the  use  of  the  discretion 
which  it  is  strongly  contended  essentially  belongs 
to  it.  And  now,  sir,  as  to  the  distinction  between 
Judges  and  Ministers,  I  b^  leave  to  remark  that, 
in  the  case  of  Judges,  tbe  provision  of  the  Consti- 
tution (ffes  only  to  ttie  quantum  of  tbe  salary,  and 
prohibits  the  diminution  of  it  during  theii  contin- 
uance in  office.  But  as  to  the  principle  that  a 
reasonable  compensation  shall  be  allowed,  the  ■ 
cases  stand  on  the  same  footing.  The  only  differ- 
ence is,  that  in  the  case  o.  the  Judge  we  have  not 
the  power  of  saying  the  salary  is  loo  great,  but  we 
are  bound  to  appropriate  to  the  last  farthing ; 
whereas,  in  the  case  of  a  Minister,  we  have  the 
right  at  all  times  of  reducing  the  amount  of  his 
pay.    1  believe,  sir,  it  can  hardly  be  denied,  that 
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whcD  (he  framers  of  the  Constitution  created  an 
office,  or  gave  a  power  to  create  ODe,  and  directed 
the  office  to  be  filled  by  the  Fiesideol,  that  they 
contemplated  a  rcHsos able  compensation  beine  pro- 
rided  for  the  officer.  It  was  a  ihiog  so  well  un- 
derstoodj  that  it  would  have  been  folly  to  have  ex- 
pressed It.  as  great  folly  as  to  bare  provided  that 
It  should  be  the  duty  of  the  Judges  to  expound  the 
law.  And,  ibeiefore,  1  hold  that,  in  the  case  of 
Ministers  and  all  other  officers  legally  appointed, 
this  House  is  bound  to  concur  in  an  appropriation 
for  a  reasonable  compensation. 

In  order  to  njaintaJQ  their  groUDd,  geotlenoeo  on 
the  other  side  have  descanted  largely  on  the  sub- 
ject of  checks,  and  persuaded  themselves  that  the 
nght  to  refuse  an  appropriation  in  ihe  present  ca»e 
sprung  from  the  eeo era!  spirit  of  the  Constitution, 
which  designed  tbat  one  branch  of  the  govern- 
ment should  operate  as  a  check  upon  another. 

The  doctrine,  as  contended  for,  has  empbaiical- 
ly  been  styled  an  imported  doctrine ;  but  I  hope  it 
will  not  be  smuggled  into  this  House  without  in- 
spection and  exBminaiion,  The  cases  of  checks 
to  be  derived  from  the  Constitution,  I  a^rehend, 
may  be  classed  under  three  heads: 

1.  Where  an  express  power  is  given  to  one 
branch  to  control  the  operations  of  another. 

2.  Where  a  branch  of  the  Goveroment  exceeds 
its  powers,  and 

3.  Whereageneral  power  isgiventoone  blanch 
and  a  substantive  power,  included  wiihiu  the 
terms  of  it,  given  to  another. 

Thus,  in  the  Grtt  case,  in  the  Legislature  th« 
Senate  is  a  check  upon  this  House  and  this  House 
upon  the  Senate,  and  the  President  upon  both ;  in 
the  £lieculive,  liie  Senate  on  the  President,  as  to 
treaties  and  appointments ;  and,  in  the  Judiciary, 
one  Court  upon  another.  Upon  the  second  bead, 
a  case  menlioaed  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
and  much  relied  on,  furnishes  a  striking  example. 
Even  the  Judges,  the  gentleman  said,  are  a  check 
upon  the  Legislature.  This  ariaes  from  the  na- 
ture of  the  Legislature,  the  powers  of  which  are 
limited.  If  the  Legislature  transgress  the  bounds 
ef  their  authority,  their  acts  are  void,  and  neither 
the  people  nor  the  Judges  are  bound  by  (hem,  So 
if  ibe  President  should  commission,  af(er  au  ap- 
paintme9(  non-aaocurred  in  hy  the  Senate,  the 
commission  would  he  void.  And  in  all  cases  where 
KH  act  is  done  without  power,  a  check  may  be 
found  wherever  we  please  tolookforit.  The  third 
case  which  has  been  mentioned,  is,  where  the  gen- 
eral power  of  one  branch  is  contrdled  by  a  partic- 
ular power  given  (o  another  branch.  To  this 
head  maf  be  assigned  oikotber  case  much  relied 
on  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia.  The  case  I 
refer  to,  is  (hat  of  a  treaty  made  by  the  President 
having  war  for  its  object.  Now,  as  the  excluwve 
power  to  declare  war  is  vested  in  Congress,  I  have 
no  hesitation  in  saying,  the  President  has  not  the 
power  to  make  a  treaty  of  offensive  and  defeniive 
alliance.  For  though  such  a  power  may  be  em- 
Iwaced  in  the  general  terms  giving  the  power  (o 
make  treaties,  yet,  as  the  right  to  declare  war  is 
distinctly  given  to  Congress,  it  must  operate asan 
exoeptiott  to  the  genetal  treatymokiDg  power. 


These  are  the  cases  of  legitimate  checks  which 
occur  to  me.  But,  as  to  the  wild  doctrine  which 
has  been  contended  for,  that,  wherever  one  branch 
of  the  Oovernmeui  possesses  tay  degree  of  pow- 
er, a  discretion  necessarily  accompanies  the  ex- 
ercise of  it.  nothing,  J  conceive,  can  be  more  dan- 
gerous, or  nave  a  more  direct  teodency  to  disoF- 
faoizaiion.  Ifthe  principle  were  asserted  by  each 
ranch,  the  operations  of  the  Government  must 
cease.  The  President  might  say  he  was  not  bound 
blindly  to  execute  laws  which  he  conceived 
to  be  absurd  or  impolitic.  We  create  offices,  he 
refuses  to  fill  them ;  we  appropriate  money,  he 
refuses  to  apply  it;  we  declare  war,  he  refuses  to 
carry  it  on,  because,  cousultinr  his  own  judgment, 
he  conceived  our  measures  to  oe  unwise,  and  that 
it  would  be  better  for  the  country  to  cheek  us,  by 
refusing  the  aid  of  his  Constitutional  power  to 
carry  our  scheme:  into  effect  I  beg  leave  to  put 
a  case  which  comes  np  to  the  strongest  point  of 
the  argument  on  the  other  aide. 

Suppose  Congress  dtxlare  war  ?  This  can  be 
done  by  a  majority  of  both  Houses.  The  Presi- 
dent participates  the  power  of  appropriating  mo- 
ney. Now,  suppose  war  actually  declared  bv  a 
power  competent,  and  expressly  allowed  to  juoge 
of  its  expediency,  and  the  President,  afterwards 
conceiving  the  war  to  be  unjust  or  the  declaration 
premature,  refuses  to  concur  in  an  appropriation 
to  support  it  7  In  such  case,  we  shoold  be  Con- 
stituiionelly  at  war,  and  Constiiutionally  restrain- 
ed from  carrying  it  on. 

Such  are  the  absurdities  which  flow  from  the 
imparted  doctrine  of  checks.  Consequences  which 
tend  to  paralyze  the  powers  of  the  Constitution, 
and  effectually  to  stop  ihe  wheels  of  Oovernment. 

I  have  no  doubt,  sir,  for  my  own  part,  that  this 
House  has  any  ri^ht  to  interfere,  upon  the  princi- 
ple of  the  ament&eni ;  but  I  will,  notwilhsland- 
ing,  consider  the  expediency  of  the  measure  it 
contemplates. 

It  has  been  contended  by  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania,  that  it  would  be  better  for  (hia 
country  to  tenatmce  all  foreign  intercourse.  This, 
I  conceive,  is  going  far  beyond  any  point  of  di»- 
cussioa  before  the  committee.  The  amendment 
is  not  designed  to  abolish  foreign  intercourse.  It 
EUi^Ktses  Uiree  Ministers  Plenipotentiary,  and  as 
many  Ministers  Resident  and  Consuls  as  the  Pre- 
sident shall  think  {voper  to  appoint.  Indeed,  it 
affects  only  the  grade  of  the  Mmistera  at  Lisbon 
and  Berlin. 

Sir,  I  could  have  wished  to  avoid  an;  imputa- 
tion upon  the  motives  which  produced  the  present 
amendment.  But.  it  strikes  me  as  singular  that 
gentlemen  should  oe  satisfied  with  restraining  in 
operation  to  two  characters,  and  that  suchmighiy 
efforts  should  be  made  to  accomplish  an  object 
attended  with  so  little  saving  to  the  Treasury,and 
Bt  best  equivocal,  as  they  must  acknowledge,  as  to 
its  operation  abroad.  1  cannot  well  account  for 
what  I  have  seen,  but  in  recollecting  that  the 
Minister  at  Lisbon  was  formerly  a  distinguished 
member  of  this  House,  whose  emment  talents  hav- 
ing been  emidoyed  in  the  auiqiorl  of  Government, 
ue  tendered  him  obnoxioui  lo  the  fricDdi  of  the 
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ameikdiiiei]t;Hnil  ihatthe  Minister  at  Berlin  is  the 
tan  of  tlie  present  President  of  the  Uniied  Slates, 
a  man  as  much  bated  bjr  one  party  as  venerated 
by  the  other.  I  should  have  bees  willing  1o  have 
discarded  any  suspicioas  which  these  recollectioDs 
occasioned,  had  I  been  able  to  discover  any  plan- 
sibte  reaaon  at  this  time  for  introducing  and  so 
strongly  maiotaining  the  amendment. 

Qentlemen  have  talked  of  annihilating  foreign 
intercourse.  Do  they  call  to  their  minds  our  sea- 
coast  of  1,700  miles?  Do  they  remember  the  com- 
mercial temper  aod  habits  of  the  people  1  Do  they 
recollect  how  many  imported  articles,  though  per- 
haps once  luxuries,  are  now  become  necessaries  of 
life  ?  Do  they  calculate  the  poriion  of  our  food 
and  raiment  which  is  brought  across  the  ocean? 
Can  ibey  sit  down  lo  a  meal  in  a  day.orexamlae 
the  clothes  on  their  hacks,  without  being  sennible 
of  the  strength  of  our  foreign  connexions  ?  I  beg 
gentlemen^  after  having  duly  appreciated  these 
cons! de rat  10 OS,  to  tell  whether  they  seriously  ima- 
gine that  any  force  in  the  Qoreroment  could  break 
our  connexion  with  foreign  countries.  I  believe, 
for  my  part,  that  while  the  ocean  is  narigable, 
that  our  people  will  be  commercial,  and  that  for- 
eign counexions  cannot  be  prevented.  The  only 
question  which  seems  to  me  to  exist  is,  wiiether, 
as  there  will  be  intercourse  with  foreign  countries, 
it  does  not  admit  of  beneficial  regulations  from 
the  iolerference  of  Government. 

The  genileman  from  Pennsylvania  has  consid- 
ered this  subject  under  two  heads,  commercial  and 
political,  and  has  endeavored  to  show,  that  our 
connexioDG  with  Europe,  commercial  or  political, 
do  not  require  a  diplomatic  establishment. 

Commercial  intercourse,  he  continues,  might  be 
as  well  regulated  and  protected  by  the  employ- 
ment of  Consuls  as  of  Ministers.  Very  little  con- 
sideration, I  apprehend,  will  satisfy  gentlemen, 
(bat  Cons uU  are  inadequate  to  the  protection  of 
the  commerce  of  a  great  country.  Comuls  are 
little  more  than  private  mercantile  agents.  Thev 
are  frequently  the  subjecls  of  the  country  in  which 
they  are  statiooed,  subject  to  its  laws,  as  well  in 
civil  as  in  criminal  cases,  not  privileged,  and 
acaicely  noitcetl  by  the  law  of  nations,  end  repre- 
senting, in  no  degree,  the  country  which  employs 
them.  I  will  then  ask,  if  Consuls  are  competent 
to  insist  upon  the  rights  of  the  nation,  or  its  citi- 
zens, or  to  remonstrate  spinal  their  wrongs? 
Whether  they  could  demand,  or  are  so  likely  to 
obtain  justice,  as  if  ihey  were  clothed  with  a  rep- 
reaeutaiive  capacity  of  the  country  ?  Besije,  let 
me  tell  the  gentleman,  that  if  our  eslabli^-hment 
abroad  were  reduced  to  Consuls,  in  effect  they 
would  only  have  foreign  Ministers  under  new 
names,  for  they  would  soon  be  employed  for  po- 
litical, as  well  as  commercial  purposes.  It  would 
end  in  their  exercising  the  powers  of  Ministers, 
without  their  respoosibiliiy, 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  has  said, 
that  the  only  use  of  Ministers  is  to  form  treaties. 


our  citizens  in  foreign  countries  the  rights  which, 
they  derive  from  treaties  or  the  law  of  nations. 
They  are  dtaigned  also  to  watch  the  actions  of 
foreign  Gioveriiments,  and  to  discover  their 
schemes,  and  to  give  notice  to  their  own  Govern- 
ment of  anything  which  may  threaten  the  peace 
or  safety  of  their  country.  They  are  again  the 
organ  of  communication  between  Government*. 
by  which  explanations  are  demanded,  and  by 
which  accidental  diSereaces  may  frequently  be 
avoided  without  the  extremity  of  war. 

Wheo  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  spoke 
of  out  political  connexions,  bespoke  of  those  aris- 
ing from  treaties.  He  conceived  that  we  had  no 
occasion  for  treaties  with  foreign  countries,  and, 
consequently.  Ministers  were  not  wanted  10  frame 
them.  Upon  this  ground  I  will  now  meet  him. 
It  seems  to  have  escaped  the  observation  of  the 
gentleman  and  his  friends,  that  we  have  a  choice 
only  of  one  of  two  grounds,  upon  which  we  will 
stand  in  relation  to  Europe.  The  one  is  the 
treaty,  (he  other  the  law  of  nations.     If  we  wilt 


selvt 


t  still  h 


bound  by  the  law  of  Uiitions.  To  me  it  appears 
much  more  rational,  that  nations  should  agree  on 
the  terms  upon  which  their  intercourse  shall  be 
cooducted,  tnan  lo  leave  il  to  the  determinatitm 
of  a  law  derived  from  authorilies  uncertain,  am- 
biguous, and  contradictory.  Treaties  are  design- 
ed to  supply  the  defects  and  explain  the  doubts  of 
the  law.  They  dispense  with  a  rule  injurious, 
perhaps,  10  both  countries,  and  introduce  a  regula- 
tion equally  beneficial  to  each  party.  If  disputes 
arise  in  ihe  construction  of  treaties,  which  are  ex- 
m-essed  with  all  the  caution  of  studied  lanffuage, 
now  much  more  contention  is  to  be  ezpectea  upott 
the  law  of  nations — a  law  consisting  in  loose  cus- 
toms, arising  from  the  dicta  of  authors  whose 


their  countrv— 

which  may  be  perverted  to  justify 
Dower  however  nagitious  ? 
The  gentleman  Irom  Pennsylvania,  in  orde; 


his 


This 


I  c 


Government  is  bound  to  extend  its  care  and  pro- 
leclion  to  its  citizens  abroad  as  well  ns  at  home. 
One  purpose,  therefore,  of  Ministers  is,  to  secure  lo 


support  his  position  on  this  subject,  has  ci 
eyes  upon  our  treaties,  and  selected  those  parts 
which  he  thouffht  he  could  reprobate  with  the 
most  success.  And  the  subject  was  probably  in- 
troduced for  the  purpose  of  giving  htm  an  oppor- 
tunity ofdoina  BO. 

I  am  not  liowever,  alarmed  at  meeting  the 
genilemao  upon  thi«  ground,  and  inquiring  into 
the  advantages  and  evils  which  have  resulied  from 
treaties  which  we  have  formed. 

Thegeotleman  has  not  given  himself  the  trouble 
of  adverting  to  any  treaty,  or  to  any  one  article  in 
a  treaty,  by  which  the  country  has  heed  benefited. 
It  has  served  his  purpose  to  exhibit  the  dark  side 
of  the  picture. 

The  gentleman  bos  even  complained  of  Ihe 
treaty  with  France,  aod  upoke  of  the  disputes 
which  the  construction  of  it  has  involved  ua  in. 
Nothing  could  astonish  me  more  than  that  that 
gentleman  and  his  friends  should  complain  of  this 
treaty.  I  cannot  help  pitying  the  short  meiDorjr 
which  allows  them  lo  forget  the  language  they 
held  on  a  former  occasion,  removed  from  us  but 
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hf  a  Biuall  tDt«rval  of  lime.  At  ibe  last  session 
of  this  Congress  we  were  told,  by  those  genlte- 
meo,  that  it  wan  to  our  treaty  with  France  that 
we  owed  the  liberty  and  independence  of  our 
Gouotry,  and  we  were  strongly  remiaded  of  the 
debt  of  gratitude  which  remained  unpaid.  Will 
those  genileraeDnow  lell  us  that  tbe  evils  which 
resulted  from  that  very  treaty  overbalanced  its  ad- 
Taotaaes  ?  If  so,  we  ate  to  be  grateful  when  we 
have  been  more  injured  than  beaefiled. 

I  shall  not  be  repelled  by  any  popular  prejudice 
from  sayiog,  ij^at  advantages  have  been  derived 
from  the  British  Treaty.  Iconsider  the  warfrom 
which  that  treaty  preserved  as  of  an  importance 
inealcnlable.  A  war  which  must  have  annihilBted 
our  commerce,  desolated  our  seaport  lowos,  ru- 
ined our  finances,  while  it  increased  onr  debt,  de- 
pressed ihe  value  of  our  produce  and  of  the  labor 
of  our  citizens;  and,  mulliplying  [be  burdens  of 
the  Government,  while  it  diminished  the  ability 
of  the  people  to  support  it,  might  have  ended 
in  the  loss  of  our  ConsCiiulioo,  and  of  our  unity 
and  independence  as  a  nation.  No  sacriSca  which 
we  have  made,  can  be  put  in  the  scale  against  tbe 
evils  which  we  have  escaped.  That  every  treaty 
will  be  composed  of  concession  as  well  as  of  ac- 
quisition, every  reasonable  men  will  expect  It 
cannot  be  supposed  that  a  powerful  naiion  will 
grant  anything  and  ask  nothing  in  return. 

[^Mr.  GaLLtTin  explained,  by  saying  that  nO' 
ihiag  which  he  saidhiad  any  relation  to  our  treaty 
of  aQiance  with  France,  but  merely  to  commer- 
cial treaties.] 

Mr.  B.  I  understood  the  gentleman  In  say  ihal 
he  was  averse  from  all  foreign  intercourse,  and, 
generally,  that  our  treaties  had  been  injurious  to 
the  country.  But  even  if  his  strictures  were  ct 
fined  to  commercial  treaties,  yet,  as  the  quest! 
regards  generally  our  foreign  oonneiions,  it  is 
proper  that  political  advantagee  derived  from  our 
treaties  should  be  taken  into  consideration.  I 
have  spoken  of  one  benefit  which  might  be  attri- 
buted to  the  treaty  with  Great  Britain.  I  will 
mention  another.  That  treaty  has  given  us  pos- 
Kssion  of  the  western  posts,  which  for  years  have 
been  so  cruel  a  thorn  in  our  side,  which  have 
cost  us  so  many  millions  of  dollars,  and  so 
much  blood.  Again,  ihe  treaty  has  provided  foi 
our  mercantile  brethren  a  compensation  in  case 
of  illegal  capture  of  iheit  properly  by  British  ves- 
aels  during  the  present  war,  and  reinstated  fami- 
lies that  otherwise  would  hare  been  irreparably 
ruined. 

One  provision  in  the  treaty  is  a  striking  instance 
of  tbe  necessity  of  treaties.  It  has  made  provis- 
ion that  our  northern  boundary  shall  be  amicably 
fixed  by  ascertaining  the  true  river  St.  Cioli. 
Had  we  been  left  to  the  law  of  oationa  lo  fix  this 
boundary,  as  each  country  would  have  insisted 
m  its  pretensions,  force  must  have  settled  the 
controversy. 

I  will  next  ask  whether  the  country  has  deriv- 
ed no  advantage  from  the  Spanish  Treaty"!  Whe- 
ther nothirig  was  gained  by  the  surrender  of  sev- 
eral armed  posts,  the  establishment  of  our  soulh- 
«ru  boundary,  tbe  cession  of  a  large  territory,  and 


the  acquisition  of  the  free  navigslion  of  the  Mis- 

Issippi  7  And  1  particularly  btfg  gentlemen  to 
point  out  the  evils  which  Imlance  the  benefits  of 
this  treaty, 

It  is  plain  lo  me  that  foreign  intercourse  cannot 
be  prevented,  and  equally  plain  that  treaties  ne- 
rily  arise  out  of  that  intercourse.  But  at 
moment,  of  all  others,  1  conceive  that  the 
amendment  to  Ibe  bill,  which  goes  to  restrain  the 
appointment  of  Ministers  Plenipotentiary  to  Lon- 
don, Paris,  and  Madrid^  is  peculiarly  improper. 
Sir,  tbe  Mess'ige  of  this  day,  laid  on  the  tal)le, 
from  the  President,  informs  ns  of  the  dangerous 
'  of  our  country.  It  informs  us,  also,  that  the 
~  "  of  other  neniral  nations  are  implicated 
ustice.of  the  decree  which  is  about  to 
pass  the  French  Councils,  We  have  suffered  and 
are  stifferiog  aggressions,  from  a  Power  undoubt- 
edly foimidable,  which  menace  the  peace  and 
safely  of  the  country.  We  have  been  driven  to 
the  brink  of  war,  and  should  the  mighty  Repub- 
lic (which  God  forbid!)  force  us  to liusiilities,  I 
hope  we  shall  have  sense  enouefa  to  increase  our 
strength  by  an  alliance  with  tnose  neutral  na- 
tions, with  whom  It  may  be  found  that  we  have 
a  common  interest.  I  trust  that  the  spirit  of  the 
country  in  not  so  broken  by  the  humiliations  to 
which  we  have  already  submitted,  and  that  the 
passion  for  wealth  has  not  so  far  extinguished  every 
nobler  feeling,  thai  we  are  prepared  tamely  to 
submit  our  necks  to  the  yoke,  and  barter  the  liber- 
ty aod  independence  of  the  country  for  a  stale  of 
peace  as  inglorious  as  ii  is  insecure. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  in  his  argu- 
ment against  foreign  intercourse,  alleged  that  we 
had  nothing  to  do  wiih  the  balance  of  power  in 
Europe.  I  believe,  sir,  I  can  refer  the  commitlee 
to  cases  which  will  satisfy  both  sides  of  the  House 
that  we  are  intimately  connected  with  that  bal- 
ance, t  will  call  to  the  recollection  of  gentlemen 
opposed  to  me  that  period  of  the  war  when  the 
Duke  of  Brunswick  was  marching  to  Paris,  when 
Ihe  rebels  were  successful  in  La  Vendee,  wfaen 
Toulon  was  in  possession  of  the  combined  Pow- 
ers^ when  victory  seemed  to  have  declared  for  tb« 
allied  Princes,  and  fate  to  have  numbered  the 
days  of  the  Republic,  and  ask  Ihem  whether  they 
were  not  then  sensible  of  the  balance  of  power  in 
Europe  being  destroyed  1  Was  there  a  sentle- 
man  among  them  who  did  not  attribute  tne  at^ 
gressioDs  of  England  to  the  depression  of  the 
power  of  France  1  Bnt  when  the  fortune  of  war 
changed — the  Duke  of  Brunswick  retreated,  Tou- 
lon recaptured,  the  Netherlands  subdued,  Holland 
invaded — lo  this  change  have  they  not  said  it  waa 
owing  that  the  famous  decree  of  November,  1793, 
was  revuked,  and  that  the  siorra  which  "' 

eriog  round  us  was  dispersed? 
At  that  lime,  in  what  mannt 
behave  towards  us?  Did  they  recall  their  own 
Ministers,  or  banish  ours?  Did  they  invent  pr»- 
teooes  to  destroy  our  commerce?  On  the  con- 
trary, did  they  not  invite  us  to  draw  closer  the 
bands  of  alliance?    But,  air,  since  the  full  tide  of 

Erosperity  has  risen  in  favor  of  Francei  sineeshe 
as  added  mill  ions  of  men  to  her  population,  and  of 


gath- 
in  what  manner  did  the  Republic 
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money  to  b«r  revenue ;  since  she  has  hambled  the 
Ctowaa  of  half  the  Potentates  of  Europe,  and 
Tendered  many  of  ibem  her  tributaries;  since  she 
has  found  herself  able  to  break  the  pillars  of  Gov- 
ernments which  had  lasted  for  centuries,  and  to 
erect  new  Slates  upon  their  ruins;  since,  in  fine, 
she  has  perceived  that  tiiere  is  no  weight  in  Eu- 
rope to  belaace  her  power,  has  not  this  country 
felt  the  effect  of  the  mighty  change? 

Oentlemen  cannot  deny  that  the  ayitem  which 
England  formerly  pursued,  France  has  since 
adopted,  with  circumstances  of  increased  agera- 
vation.  When  I  regard  the  facts  which  a  snort 
period  of  time  has  presented  to  our  eyes,  I  am  as- 
tonished that  any  one  should  assert  that  we  hale 
nothing  to  do  with  the  balance  of  power  in 
Surope, 

I  will  DOW  call  the  attention  of  the  committee 
to  some  points  introduced  into  the  discussion, 
which  were  principal  grouods  of  argument  with 
the  gentleman  who  moved  the  amendment,  hut 
which  have  lost  much  of  their  importance  in  the 
course  of  (he  debate. 

The  first  was  Ezecntive  patronare.  This  was 
attacked  upon  two  principles.  1.  That  it  had  io- 
cieaaed,  and  ought  to  he  diminished.  2.  That  it 
had  been,  and  was  designed  to  he,  abused. 

I  hope  it  will  be  remembered  that  the  attempt 
OB  the  present  occasion  is  not  to  add  to  the  patron- 
age of  the  President  but  to  take  fiom  the  Execu- 
tive a  power  which  it  is  not  denied  belongs  to  him 
under  the  Constitution.     The  gentleman  from 


fill  the  office  belonged  to  the  President,  but 
ed  that  the  President  had  power  to  create  the 
office  itself;  so  that  the  question  is  as  to  preserv- 
ing, and  not  as  to  increasing,  the  Constitutional 
power  of  the  Executive. 

The  sam«  gentleman  has  been  pleased  to  say, 
that,  when  I  expressed  an  opinion  that  the  Exe- 
cutive was  the  weakest  branch  of  Qovemment 
it  was  wi  th  "  regret ;"  and  thence  came  to  an  easy 
conclusion,  that  it  was  my  design  to  promote 
Monarchy  in  this  country,  lam  at  a  loas  to  know 
how  that  gentlemen  diacovered  my  feelings  when 
I  delivered  the  opinion.  But  it  was  necessary  10 
his  purpose  to  attribute  those  feelings  to  me,  and 
that  gentleman  has  no  weak  delicacy,  as  to  the 
means,  when  he  has  a  purpose  to  accomplish.  1 
di4,  indeed,  say  that  the  Executive  was  the  weak- 
est branch  of  the  Government,  and  this  I  repeat; 
but  I  neither  said  it  with  joy  nor  sorrow,  but  stated 
it  as  a  fact.  I  did  not  say  that  the  Executive  was 
too  weoA,  nor  expressed  any  with  that  its  power 
ahould  be  increased.  Suppose  t  should  say,  that 
tke  Pope  is  the  weakMt  Potentate  in  Europe — 
would  it  follow  from  thenee  that  I  wished  the 
territories  of  his  Holiness  extended,  or  his  power 
enlarged  to  a  balance  wijh  that  of  the  mighty  Re' 
publici  Or,  if  I  affirmed,  of  the  two  sexes,  that 
the  female  was  the  weakest,  is  it  to  be  concluded 
that  I  regret  that  women  is  not  as  strong  as  maul 
I  believe  the  Exeentive  is  at  the  mercy  of  this 
House;  that,  if  the  Mou»e  were  united,  and  re- 
solved to  hind  the  hands  of  the  Executive,  no  re- 
Wtaoce  could  prrvent  them ;  bnt  I  do  not  appre- 


hend that  any  effort  of  Executive  anthority  could 
make  an  impression  on  the  rights  of  this  House. 
Nay,  it  is  even  observable  that  "feeble  minorities" 
can  shake  the  foundations  of  Exeentive  authority, 
though  supporti-d  by  a  majoriiy  of  the  House. 

Another  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr. 
Finoley)  had  also  thought  proper  to  infer,  from 
the  comparison  I  made  between  the  patronage  of 
our  Executive  and  that  of  the  Crown  of  Oreat 
Britain,  that  1  was  desirous  of  seeing  the  patron- 
age of  the  President  increased  to  the  magnitude 
of  that  of  the  English  King. 

It  is  not  a  little  surprising  that  this  geDlleman, 
who  professed  himself  the  model  of  candor  and 
moderation  in  the  opening  of  his  speech,  shoold 
suffer  himself  to  be  guilty  of  so  gross  a  misrepre- 
sentation. The  true  inference  from  my  argument 
is  directly  the  reverse  of  the  one  which  has  been 
made,  [observed,  that,  notwithstanding  all  the 
patronage  which  the  King  of  England  derived 
from  the  nobility,  the  church,  the  army,  navy, 
{  civil  list,  i&c.,  that  the  Monarchy  could  not  be 
preserved,  if  the  principle  of  equal  representation 
were  introduced  into  the  Rouse  of  Commons.     I 

attributed  to  me,  that,  if  the  venal  boroughs  were 
abolished,  there  woold  soon  be  an  end  of  the 
Monarchy. 

I  do  not  believe  there  is  a  man  of  sense  on  the 
other  side  of  the  House  of  a  different  opinion. 
But  this  opinion  is  perfectly  consistent  with  a 
winh  to  see  the  Monarchy  destroyed.  It  is  an 
opinion  simply  upon  the  operation  of  certain 
causes,  and  their  tendency  to  produce  certain 
effects,  which  has  no  connexion  with  the  wishes 
of  the  person  who  forms  it. 

1  am  very  ready  to  confess  that  I  am  not  one 
of  those  enlbusiasts  whose  insatiable  thirst  for 
liberty  allows  them  lo  wish  the  desolation  of  a 
country,  and  the  massacre  of  its  inhabitants,  in 
order  to  establish  in  it  a  new  form  of  government. 
If  the  English  love  their  Monarch,  I  have  no  ob- 
jection to  their  living  under  Monarchy,  It  is 
enough  for  me  that  I  live  in  a  Republic ;  and,  if 
the  people  of  England  will  suffer  us  to  live  in 
peace,  under  the  Government  of  our  choice,  we 
cannot  be  justified  in  wishing  to  see  the  throats 
of  half  the  nation  cut,  and  their  property  plun- 
dered, in  order  that  a  Government  may  be  there 
established  more  conformable  to  our  taste. 

As  to  myself,  I  have  no  interest  out  of  the 
country,  nor  in  a  form  of  Government  different 
from  what  we  possess.  I  was  bred  during  the 
Revolutionary  war,  and  my  first  impressions  were 
republican.  No  man  can  have  less  motive  to 
wish  a  monarchical  Government ;  and,  being  com- 
pletely satisfied  with  the  existing  Government,  I 
am  disposed  lo  repel  every  innovation  npon  it, 
from  whatever  quarter  it  comes. 

But,  sir,  is  it  for  thoae  gentlemen  who  were  bom 
under  monarchical  or  corrupt  Governments  of  En- 
rope,  whose  necks  were  early  broke  to  the  yoke, 
whose  germ  of  republicanism  is  engrafted  on  a 
monarchical  stock,  to  bring  forward  the  char^ 
of  aristocracy.  I  think,  if  the  aineeriiy  of  their 
aposiacy  is  not  questioned,  it  becomes  them  to  be 
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silent  as  to  others.  I  trust,  howerer,  that  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States  hare  sense  enough  to 
judge  men.  not  by  their  professioDs  of  faith,  but 
Djr  their  actions. 

I  confess,  sir,  I  am  so  far  from  dreading  Eiecu- 
live  patronage,  that  I  do  not  believe  that  anv 
power  which  can  be  given  to  the  President  wiU 
render  him  dangerous  to  this  House,  while  it  is 
composed  of  Representaiives  equally  and  freely 
chosen  by  ibe  people.  Not  that  I  suppose  that  a 
President  is  exempt  from  ambiiion,  or  indifferent 
as  to  power;  but.  while  the  people  have  ihe  power 
of  purging  this  House  every  two  years,  and  regard 
it  as  themselves,  there  is  no  patronage  which  can 
corrupt  it,  nor  Executive  power  which  can  threa- 
ten it.  Give  to  the  Gxeculive  every  officer  of  the 
QovernmeDI,  and  every  man  whom  they  can  in- 
Bnence,  and  what  is  the  weight  in  the  scale 
against  the  body  of  Ihe  people? 

The  charge  of  aristocracy  brought  against  me, 
and  those  with  whom  I  act,  I  loob  upon  as  a  spec- 
tre conjured  up  to  alarm  timid  imaginations.  If, 
indeed,  (he  charge  had  been  made  against  Ihe 
other  side  of  the  House,  there  might  be  some 
ground  to  believe  it ;  against  men  born  in  a  land 
of  slavery,  whose  cradles  had  been  rocked  by 
slaves,  and  who  had  been  habituated  from  infancy 
to  trample  on  the  rights  of  man.  Sir,  when  I 
look  around  this  hall  and  observe  how  parties  are 
composed  ;  when  1  see  some  men  who  come  from 
a  land  of  real  equality,  many  of  whom  have  been 
educated  in  laborious  employments,  and  none  of 
whom  can  boast  of  but  a  few  paternal  acres,  and 
find  that  they  are  called  aristocrats,  while,  on  the 
other  hand,  men  who  can  count  in  their  train  a 
hundred  slaves,  whose  targe  domains,  like  feudal 
baronies,  are  peopled  with  the  humblest  vassals, 
are  styled  democrats,  I  am  astonished  that  the 
weakest  of  mankind  can  be  imposed  on  by  such 
an  abnse  of  words.  I  know  that  this  is  a  delicate 
snbject,  and  wished  to  have  avoided  it ;  bat  when 
1  see  these  high-priests  of  liberty  so  zealously  pro- 
claiming freedom  on  one  hand  while  on  Ihe  other 
they  are  rivetiing  the  chains  of  slavery,  1  cannot 
forbear  tearing  aside  the  veil  which  conceals  the 
truth  from  the  world. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  has  amused 
us  by  deseasiing  on  the  histories  of  Greece  and 
Rome,  end  assigning  causes  of  the  downfall  of 
ihoserepublics.  These  are  discussions  which,  for 
lay  part,  I  conceive  had  belter  be  left  to  the  schools 
■nd If  cenms ;  but,  since  the  subject  has  been 


I,  I  beg  leave  simply  to  remark  the  admis- 
sioa  of  the  gentlemtm  that  those  republics  were 
dealroped,  not  by  Executive  encroachments,  but 
by  the  licatiousuesE  of  the  people.  Thb  is  an 
admjssioa  of  evetythiae  in  dispute  on  the  sub- 
ject,  because  it  proves  that  the  people  were  the 
ulstruments  made  use  of  to  destroy  republics. 
Were  I  an  enemy  to  the  free  Govfrnment  of  my 
country.  I  should  not  seek  to  snbvnt  it  by  support- 
ing, or  in  attempting,  by  artful  constmctioiis  of 
the  CoDsiittiiion  to  increase,  the  Executive  power. 
If  ■  project  of  tnis  kind  could  be  finally  success- 
ful, it  woold  require  ceutuhes  to  accomplish  it. 
N(^  air,  I  would  adopt  the  means  which  have  pro- 


duced the  effect  before.  The  people  would  be  the 
instrument  I  should  make  use  of.  I  would  ad- 
dress myself  to  their  prejudices,  their  follies,  and 
their  passions.  I  would  tell  them  that  the  Gov- 
ernment was  corrupt;  that  it  was  a  faction  under 
the  influence,  or  in  the  pay  of  a  foreign  Power. 
I  would  tell  them  that  their  interests  were  ne- 
glected and  despised,  that  hence  ihey  were  bur- 
dened with  grievous  excise  laws  and  odious  stamp 
acts.  I  woufd  call  upon  them  to  erect  liberty  poles 
and  refuse  obedience  to  a  CDovernmeot  which  was 
administered  by  an  aristocratic  junto.  And  could 
I  be  successful  in  these  artful  calumnies,  and,  de- 
luding a  well-meaning  people,  excite  them  to  in- 
surrection and  rebellioQ  against  the  taws,  1  might 
hope  to  see  one  of  the  best  Governments  in  the 
world  lorn  to  pieces,  and  a  wretched  people  bury- 
ing their  liberties  in  its  ruins. 

From  ancient  history  we  were  brought  to  that 
of  modern  Europe,  and  were  toLd  that,  except  in  ' 
England,  from  which  we  have  received  the  germ 
of  liberty,  erery  semblance  of  representation  has 
been  swallowed  up  in  the  Executive  power. 

But  I  wili  ask  [he  gentleman  whether  Ihe  Cor- 
tes of  Spain,  or  the  Parliaments  and  Councils  of 
which  he  spoke,  represented  Ihe  people,  or  were 
not  connected  in  interest  with  the  higher  classes 
of  society  alone  ?  Those  shadows  of  representa- 
tion were  destroyed  because  the  people,  deriving 
no  benefit  from  them,  had  no  motive  to  support 
them.  But  in  England,  where  the  body  of  the 
people  were  represented,  though  imperfectlv,  the 
popular  branch  grew  up  in  ihe  very  shade  of  des- 
potism. This  vital  principle  of  liberty  survive*! 
the  tyranny  of  Henry  VIII.  and  the  power  of 
Elizabeth.  It  soon  gave  a  weight  to  the  Com- 
mons which  balanced  the  power  of  the  Crown. 
English  history  strongly  proves  the  principle  for 
which  I  contend,  that  the  branch  of  Government 
connected  in  interest  with  the  people,  and  sup- 
ported by  ihem,  has  nothing  to  fear  from  Execa- 

Is  there  any  instance  in  English  history  of  the 
House  of  Commons  being  abolished  by  the  Crownt 
And.  on  the  contrary,  have  you  not  seen  ihe  Com- 
mons able  to  subvert  the  Throne  and  Nobility,  to 
extort,  at  times,  from  the  King  his  most  precious 
prerogalivesj  and  at  all  times  to  force  on  him  Min- 
isters of  their  choice,  or  from  him  those  who  were 
his  favorites  7  The  very  corruption  which  the 
gentleman  spoke  of  proved  the  weakness  of  the 
Crown  and  the  strength  of  the  Commons.  It  was 
not  on  the  army,  the  navy  or  the  nobility  the 
Crown  could  rely ;  it  was  obliged  to  purchase  the 
support  of  ihe  Commons,  ft  was  a  purchase 
made  npon  the  ^ame  principle  of  weakness  that  ' 
we  pay  for  the  peace  we  enjoy  with  the  western 
savages  or  ths  Barbary  Powers. 

But  the  gentleman  has  gone  so  far  as  to  con- 
tend that,  from  the  nature  of  their  respective  du- 
ties, this  Hou.<e  is  more  liable  to  incur  popular 
odium  than  the  Executive.  That  being  obliged 
10  impose  taxes,  of^en  of  an  obnoxious  bind,  we 
are  peculiarly  exposed  to  the  resenimeni  of  the 
people.  In  making  this  remark  the  gentleman 
certainly  forgot  that,  though  we  lay  (he  taxes,  it  is 
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the  Executive  that  collects  them.  And  that  ii 
was  Dot  so  much  the  letter  of  a  tax  law  which 
was  offensive  to  the  people, as  the  haod  of  the  tax 

futberer  which  compelled  them  to  pay.  I  appre- 
end,  however,  that  the  observation  is  wholly  ua- 
fouDQed.  The  connexion  hetwtra  this  House 
and  the  people  is  loo  intimate,  a  common  interest 
binds  ihetn  too  closely  together,  to  suffer  the  re- 
mark of  the  gentleman  to  be  Terified.  I  can  con- 
ceive it  more  thaa  possible  that  individuals  of  this 
body  may  lose  theit  popularity  by  voiiogfor  mea- 
saces  to  which  their  constituents  are  averse ;  but, 
in  reprobating  the  conduct  of  a  part  of  the  House 
who  acted  against  their  wishes,  their  affectioQs 
will  accumulate  iu  favor  of  those  whose  conduct 
was  conformable  to  llieir  sentiments.  When  the 
Benate  ratified  the  British  Treaty,  they  were  not 
in  consequence  less  popular  as  a  body.  For, 
though  a  majority,  perhaps,  were  burnt  in  effigy, 
yet  the  virtuuus  ten  acquired  all  the  favor  which 
they  lost.' 

The  gentleman  has  laboriously  provided  for  us 
an  account  of  the  amount  of  Biecutive  patron- 
age. The  fees  of  every  deputy's  deputy  are  col- 
lected in  the  estimate,  m  order  to  increase  the  di- 
mensioQs  of  the  phantom.  The  salaries,  com- 
pensations, and  fees  to  persons  in  the  service  of 
the  Government  are  staled  to  amount  to  $850,000. 
This,  to  be  sure,  is  a  frightful  sum  distributed  over 
■uch  an  immense  country.  But  the  fact  is  that 
this  money  is  laboriously  earned.  No  services 
are  so  badly  paid  for  as  those  which  are  rendered 
to  the  public.  The  syi^tctu  which  we  are  pursu- 
ing will  starve  all  talents  and  merit  out  of  the 
Government. 

I  believe  thai  several  offices  are  held  from 
patriotic  principles  alone.  I  believe  that  a  favor  ^ 
IS  done  the  Government  by  every  man  of  talents  | 
who  accepts  an  office,  and  I  am  convinced  that  [ 
no  man  can  turn  bis  abilities  and  industry  to  less  , 
KCCDunt  than  in  accepting  of  places  which  the 
Government  is  disposed  to  give  him.  The  con- 
tracts of  the  Government  have  been  stated  at 
$1,300,000.  But  the  getitlemao  has  cautiously 
concealed  the  idea  of  equivalent  received  by  the 
Oovernmeni.  Supposing  a  profit  of  5  per  cent. 
to  the  contractor,  ine  amount  of  this  branch  of 
patronage  does  not  exceed  $65,000.  And  this  is 
to  compensate  an  advance  of  capitsi  end  personal 
■ervice.  I  believe  it  may  be  safely  affirmed  that 
our  Government  derives  little  infiuence  from  this 

An  abuse  of  Executive  power  has  been  loudly 
complained  of  in  a  determination  attributed  to 
the  President  to  appoint  none  to  office  who  do  not 

Erofesa  his  political  creed.  That  the  President 
as  determined  to  employ  no  more  the  enemies 
of  the  Groveramenl,  I  think  very  probable.  Men 
(wrpelually  opposed  to  the  Administration,  who 
IDdiscrimiDBtely  condemn  every  measure  adopted, 
who  insidiously  tabor  to  alienate  the  affections  of 
the  people  from  the  GoTernraent,  who,  absorbed 
in  a  fanatical  attachment  to  a  foreign  country, 
have  lost  all  regard  for  their  own,  I  conceive  are 
properly  avoided  as  objects  of  public  trust  and 
confidence. 


The  President,  on  this  subject,  will  act  on  a 
principle  from  which  the  people  never  depart. 
In  choosing  the  electors  who  appointed  him,  did 
they  not  exact,  where  they  hail  not  a  perfect 
kaowledge,  a  declHration  of  the  political  creed  of 
the  candidate  1  Does  not  every  election  bear 
witness  that  the  principle  is  ever  adhered  to  by 
'   1    And  I  will  ask  gentlemen,  if  any 


officer  appointed  hy  the  President  were  left  to  thi 
choice  of  the  people,  if  his  politics  wctuld  not  be 
the  first  object  of  their  attention,  and  an  invinci- 
ble objection  if  different  frotn  their  own  1  But, 
sir,  there  is  no  reason  10  suppose  that  the  princi- 
ple is  carried  to  the  extent,  so  warmly  fancied  by 
a  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Bhekt.)  "  ibat 
the  Executive  will  employ  no  one  who  will  not 
sing  hallelujahs  to  every  Executive  object."  No, 
sir,  1  should  presume  that  the  determination  of 
the  President  reached  only  to  those  whose  patriot- 
ism consisted  in  denouncing  their  own  Govern- 
ment and  applauding  a  foreign  one;  who  cele- 
brated, with  fetes  and  songs,  successes  which  ex- 
alted another  country  upon  the  humiliation  of 
their  own  ;  and  who,  pursuing  a  phantom  which 


willing  to  subvert  everything  which  is  valuable  in 
society,  in  order  to  establish  a  system  under  which 
everything  possibly  might  be  hoped  for,  but  noth- 
ing certainly  could  be  enjoyed. 

I  hope  1  shall  be  excused  for  saying  a  word  as 
to  the  reflections,  it  has  been  said,  we  have  caat 
upon  the  foreigners  who  are  members  of  the 
House.  1  certainly  am  not  one  of  those  who 
would  deny  the  riehts  of  hospitality  to  any  for- 
eigiiers  who  shall  please  to  come  among  us.  1  do 
not  know  that  I  have  any  objection  to  their  ac- 
quiring the  rights  of  citizenship ;  but  1  must  be 
allowed  to  say,  that,  in  my  opinion,  no  man  who 
was  born  in  a  foreign  country^  cat)  love  America 
equally  with  a  native  American.  I  do  believe 
there  is  such  a  thiog  as  a  love  of  our  native  soiL 
and  a  man  who  can  discard  a  love  for  the  land 
which  gave  him  birth,  will  never  have  much  affec- 
tion for  the  country  which  adi^ts  him.  How- 
ever, if,  in  looking  round  this  House  I  could  dis- 
cover a  solitary  proof  against  my  position,  I  might 
be  led  10  doubt  it ;  but  1  am  sorry  to  say  that  my 
observations  on  this  floor  have  confirmed  the 
opinion. 

The  sentlemau  from  Penusytvania  concluded, 
with  leUiog  us,  that  lie  had  but  two  objects  in 
view — the  one  to  destroy  foreign  intercourse,  the 
other  10  save  money.  As  to  the  first,  were  it  pos- 
sible, I  might  join  with  him  ;  and,  as  to  the  last, 
I  believe  I  perfectly  understand  the  gentleman. 
It  was  a  fine  declaration  to  tickle  the  ears  of  his 
constituents;  I  should  certainly  offend  those  of 
mine  were  I  to  deliver  a  different  sentiment.  But 
still  we  differ  on  this  head.  I  believe  the  gentle- 
man 80  sincere  in  what  he  said,  so  well  disposed 
(o  act  up  to  it,  that  he  would  readily  agree,  not 
only  to  save  money,  but  to  spend  no  money  at  all. 
I  believe  he  would  agree  to  lock  the  doors  of  the 
Treasury,  and  to  throw  the  keys  into  the  ocean. 
I  believe  be  would  consent  to  starve  every  man 
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oal  of  office ;  and  (ben,  1  believe,  ihe  consequence    upon  what  grouod,  ihe  House  could  object  to  ap- 

would  be,  tbat  the  wheels  ol  Goverameul  would  propriating  for  their  aalaties. 
be  stopped.  [  Mr.  Nicholas  answered,  that  as  th«  law  admit- 
For  my  part,  tboc^h  I  value  money,  1  certaialy  j  ted  of  it.  he  should  not  object  to  the  appropriation : 
value  the  hbetly  and  independence  oi  the  country  |  but  he  should  move  an  anieiidment  to  prevent  more 
more;  aod  a^  1  believe  tnat  those  objects  cannot ,  than  one  Secretary  to  a  mis-iion  in  future, 
be  better  secured  than  bysupporting  the  best  Gov-  The  commitEee  then  rose  and  reported  the  bill 
'''    ~orld,  and  as  I  know  that  that .  with  the  amendments;  which  bein^  taken  up  ir 


Government  cannot  be  supported  without  thi 
penditure  of  money,  I  shair  certainly  never  be  eo 
Iki  carried  away  by  the  passion  of  savinic  as  to 
refuse  an  appropriation  of  money  required  for  any 
necessary  purpose  of  Governments  and  especially 
in  a  case  where  I  cannot  refuse  without  violating 
the  Coasiitution. 

At  tbe  conclusion  of  Mr.  Bavabd's  speech,  the 
question  wis  loudly  called  for. 

Mr.  Bbent  rose,  and  was  about  commencing 
some  observations  in  reply  to  Mr.  Bavabd,  when 
Ihe  cry  of  '*  the  question"  was  sliil  continued. 
He  sal  down,  and  some  conversation  took  place 
for  and  against  the  commiltee's  rising;  but  on 
Mr.  B.'s  saying  he  did  not  wtah  the  committee  to 
rise  on  his  account,  the  question  for  rising  was 
put  and  negatived. 

The  question  was  then  put  upon  Mr.  Nicho- 
las's amendment,  and  negatived — 53  to  4S. 

A  motion  was  then  made  for  the  committee  to 
rise  and  ask  leave  to  sit  again,  which  was  nega- 
tived. 
The  hHl  was  proceeded  with. 
Mr.  S.  Smith  moved  to  strike  out  certain  words, 
and  to  insert  others  to  this  effect; 

"  That  Uw  Pnaiilent  of  the  United  8ute«  shall  not 
■Haw  to  any  Minister  Flenipotentiaiy  to  France,  Gmt 
Britain,  or  Spain,  more  than  $9,000  p«r  uinum,  nor  to 
any  other  Muiistar  Plenipatentiarf  more  than  3i6]000." 
This  amendment  was  negatived,  there  being 
only  48  votes  in  its  favor. 

The  blanks  in  the  bill  were  next  to  be  filled ; 
thefirsl,  which  was  the  permanent  allowance,  was 
filled  with  ^0,000 ;  the  next,  which  was  an  extra- 
ordinary appropriation  for  this  year,  with  (28,650. 
Before  tbe  latter  sum  was  agreed  upon, 

Mr.  LcviNOBTOH  inquired  whether  the  sum  of 
between  two  and  three  thousand  dallars,  which 
he  thought  had  been  lavished  away,  said  to  be  ex- 
pended on  persons  taking  leave  from  this  country, 
was  included  in  the  incidental  expenses  which  were 
contained  under  this  head  t  He  thought  such  an 
expenditureof  money  forbidden  by  theConstitution. 
Mr.  Habfeh  believed  the  incidental  expenses 
mentioned  in  the  estimate  were  expenses  of  our 
Ministers  abroad. 

Mr.  Nicholas  understood  that  three  Secreta- 
ries were  allowed  the  mission  at  present  in  France. 
He  thought  this  was  as  novel  as  it  was  unneces- 
sary; as  he  believed  one  Secretary  was  sufficient 
for  the  whole.  The  United  States  had  employed 
a  number  of  missions  at  different  times,  but  never 
allowed  more  than  one  Secretary  to  each.  He  had 
thought  the  law  would  not  have  warranted  the 
practice;  but  on  examinine  it, he  supposed 

Mr.  HAapBR  said,  every  Minister  employed  was 
entitled  to  a  Secretary,  the  President  had  accord- 
ingly appointed  one  |o  each,  and  he  could  not  see 


the  House  and  agreed  to,  Mr.  Niubolas  renewed 
his  amendinent  lo  limit  the  salaries  of  Ministers 
Plenipotentiary  to  London,  Paris,  and  Madrid,  to 
nine  thousand  dollars  a  year,  and  all  others  to  four 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  and  called  the  veas 
and  nays  upon  it,  which  were  taken  and  resulted, 
yeas  48,  nays  52.  as  follows : 

YiAi — Abraham  Baidnin,  David  Bard,  Lemuel  Ben- 
ten.  Thomu  Blount,  Richard  Brent,  Nathan  Biysii, 
rniirj  Barges,  Samnel  J.  CabeM,  Thoous  t'lubornc, 
William  Charles  Cole  Clubome,  Matthew  Clay,  John 
Cloplon,  Thcmai  T.  Davis,  John  Dawion,  Lucas  El- 
noMndorph,  William  Findley,  John  Fowler,  Nathaniel 
Fiaeman,  jnn.,  Albert  Gdiatin,  Jimea  Gilleapia,  An- 
drew Oregg,  John  A.  Hanns,  Carter  B.  Harrison,  Jon- 
athan N.  HaVena,  Joaeph  Heiater,  Darid  Hohnea,  Wal- 
ter Jonea,  Edward  Livingston,  Matthew  Locke,  Mstlhsw 
Lyon,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Blair  McClenschui,  Jom[A 
McDowell,  John  Milledge,  Anthony  New,  John  Nidw* 
laa,  Jonah  Puker,  Tompcon  J.  Skinner,  Samuel  Smith, 
William  Smith,  Richard  Sprigg,  jun.,  JUchard  Stanford, 
Thomaa  Samtai,  Ahrain  Trigg,  John  Trigg,  Philip  Van 

I  Cortlandt,  JoHph  B.  Varauni,  and  Abraham  Veaabta. 

!  Nak— John  Allen,  George  Baer,  Jan.,  Bailey  Bart- 
lett,  James  A.  Bayard,  David  Brooki,  Stephen  Bullock, 
Christopher  G.  Chsmplin,  Jobn  Chapmui,  James  Cock- 
ran,  Joshua  Coit,  William  Craik,  Samuel  W.  Dana, 
John  Dennia,  George  Dent,  Tbonuu  Evans,  Abiel  Fos- 
ter, Dwight  Foster,  JonaUlaa  Freeman,  Henrr  Glen, 
ChaDoeey  Goodrich,  William  Oordon,  Roger  GnswoU, 
William  Barry  Grove,  Robert  Goodloe  Harper,  Thomaa 
Hailley,  Wm.  Hindman,  Hesekiah  L.  Hoamer,  James 
H.  Imlay,  8amuelLymBn,jBmaaMachir,  William  Mat- 
thews, Daniel  Morgan,  I^wis  R.  Morris,  Harrieen  G. 
Otis,  Isaac  Parker,  John  Reed,  John  Rutladge,  Jan., 
James  Scbureman,  Samuel  Sewall,  William  Shepaid, 
Thomas  Binnickson,  Samuel  Sitgreavea,  Natbalklel 
Smith,  Peleg  Sprague,  George  Thatcher,  Richard  Tbi>- 
mas,  Mark  Thomson,  Thomas  Tillinghaat,  John  E.  Van 
AEen,  Felt^  Wadaworth,  John  William^  and  Robert 
Wiltiama. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  then  renewed  his  motion  forlim- 
iling  thesalariesofMiniEters  to  London,  Paris,  and 
Madrid,  to  nine  thousand  dollars,  and  others  to  six 
thousand  dollars,  and  called  the  yeas  and  nays  upon 
it,  which  were  taken,  and  were  exactly  the  same  as 
upon  the  former  question. 

Mr.  MiCBOi^AB  then  made  his  motion  to  confine 
future  missions  to  one  Secretary,  which  was  nega- 
tived—50  to  45, 

Tbe  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading  to-morrow. 

Tobsday,  March  6. 

The  bill  providing  the  means  of  intercourse  with 
foreign  nations,  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

The  Speaeeb  laid  before  the  Housea  communi- 
cation from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  enclos- 
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>Qior[tieeiportior  the  United  States 
from  October  1, 1796,  to  September  30, 1797,  which 
was  ordered  to  be  priaied. 

A  messaee  was  received  from  the  Senste,  with 
a  bill  whicD  had  originated  in  that  House,  Jar  the 
amicable  settlement  of  the  claims  of  Qeorgia,  and 
for  the  cstabiisbment  of  a  Governmeot  ia  the  Mi 
siseippi  Territory,  which  was  read,  and  referred 
the  same  committee  to  whom  bas  been  referred 
the  subject  of  the  Natchez  couDtrf. 

Mr.  SiTOREAVGB  moved,  that  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  slate  of  the  Uoion  be  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  the  Message  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  of  yesterday, 
with  the  documeals  accompanying  it,  and  that 
they  be  referred  to  the  select  comiaitiee  to  consider 
the  means  for  the  protection  and  defence  of  the 
couQirvj  as  they  had  already  measures  relative  to 
this  sumect  under  consideration.    Agreed  to. 

Mr.  CiviNGBTOH  moved  the  urder  of  the  day  on 
the  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  for  establishing 
theJudiciarv  of  the  United  States;  but,  after  some 
objailions  from  the  members  from  Connecticut, 
.  ^thebill  is  intended  to  provid"  for  atrial  nowp»nd- 
Ittg  between  citizens  of  the  States  of  New  York 
and  CoDoeciicut,  by  allowing  a  jury  to  be  taken 
from  a  State  uninterested  in  the  cause)  the  subject 
was  postponed  for  a  week. 

Another  message  was  receired  from  the  Senate, 
wfonning  the  House  that  they  have  passed  the 
bill  for  erectioe  a  light'house  and  certain  buoys 
and  also  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  widows  and 
orphans  of  certain  deceased  officers  aod  soldiers 
both  with  amendments. 

STAMP  DUTIES. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  «  Com- 
mittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  sopplemeatary  to 
tbe  act  for  JBTlng  a  duty  on  stamped  vellum, 
parchment,  and  paper,  and  tbe  clause  for  allowing 
—  per  cent,  on  purchases  of  stamps  to  the  value 
of — dollars  being  under  coodderBtion, 

Mi.  HARpEa  proposed  to  fill  the  last  blank  with 
twenty  dollars. 

Mr.  J.  WiLLiAUB  sug:gested  the  propriety  of 
making  the  sum  ten  or  twelve  dollars,  instead  of 
twenty. 

Mr.  HtKPER  thought  that  any  person  purchas- 
ing stamps  for  the  purpose  of  retaiiiog  them, 
woold  not  wish  to  do  it  to  a  less  amount  than 
twenty  dollars.  It  was  the  sum  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  recommended. 

Mr-  Thatoheb  was  in  favour  of  ten  dollars. 
.  Mr.  Bloitnt  would  propose  a  motion,  which  he 
supposed  would  supersede  the  wesent ;  it  was  to 
■true  ont  the  first  section  of  the  bill,  as  he  did  not 
approve  of  tbe  principle  of  it. 

The  question  was  put  and  negatived. 

The  sense  of  the  committee  was  then  taken  on 
filling  the  blank  with  twenty  dollars,  and  negativ- 
ed, there  being  only  twenty-two  votes  for  it. 

Fifteen  ana  ten  were  then  proposed. 

Mr.  Blodnt  said,  to  allow  this  discount  waa  to 
lower  the  duty,  and  he  could  not  see  why  those 
who  purchased  a  small  quantity,  ought  not  to 
have  the  same  allowance  with  those  who  pur- 
chased a  larger. 


The  question  oa  fifteen  wa."!  negatived ;  and  it 
was  then  taken  on  ten,  and  carried,  there  being 
fifiy-sii  votes  in  its  favor. 

Mr.  Harper  moved  to  Sll  the  blank  fixing  the 
amount  of  the  discount  at  seven  and  a  half. 

Mr.  Blount  thought  two  and  a  half  would  be 
sufficient. 

Mr.  Ona  was  in  favor  of  seven  aud  a  half, 

Mr.  Mattbewb  proposed  ten  per  cent. 

Mr.  Batabo  was  of  opinion  that  ten  ought  to 
be  fixed  upon  at  first,  in  order  to  induce  persons  to 
purchase,  and  by  that  means  ^et  the  stamps  well 
distributed.  The  discount  might  afterwards  be 
lowered.  He  believed,  that  in  England  ten  per 
cent,  was  originally  allowed ;  it  had  since  been 
rednced  to  five. 

Mr.  J.  Williams  was  opposed  to  ten.  He  sup- 
posed merchants,  and  others  using  any  considera- 
ble quantity  of  stamps,  would  always  take  advan- 
tage of  this  discount.  He  thought  seven  and  a 
hair  would  be  sufficient. 

Mr.  Blocnt  said,  it  had  been  observed  that  a 
large  discount  would  facilitate  the  distribution  of 
stamps.  To  do  this,  he  supposed  was  tbe  duty  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and  the  Supervisors. 
He  wished  to  know  whether  there  was  aaylhing 
in  this  bill,  or  the  law,  to  prevent  stamps  front 
being  sold  at  a  higher  rate  than  the  law  directed  1 

Mr.  Harper  replied,  that,  by  the  law,  the  Secre- 
tary of  ihe  Treasury  was  directed  to  cause  the 
stamps  to  be  distributed  and  sold  all  over  the  coun- 
try, at  the  price  fixed  by  law,  and  no  more,  with- 
out any  charge  for  paper.  And  persons  beio^ 
appointed  all  over  the  connlcy  to  sell  them  at  this 
price,  (for  the  trouble  of  doing  which  they  were 
to  have  an  allowaoce  not  excccdingfire  per  cent.) 
a  competition  would  be  produced  between  them 
and  persons  who  bought  them  on  their  own  ac- 
count, which  would  be  a  security  against  a  higher 
price  being  demanded,  than  the  real  price  ot  the 
■tamp.  Mr.  H.  thought  ten  per  cent,  loo  much, 
and  that  seven  and  a  half  would  be  a  proper  al- 
lowance. 

The  question  for  filling  the  blank  with  ten  was 
n^atived,  there  being  only  19  votes  in  favor  of  it. 

"  Seven  and  one-half,"  and  "  five,"  were  then 
mentioned. 

Mr,  QoRnoN  thought  that  five  per  cent,  would 
be  sufficient,  which,  with  other  expenses  attending 
the  business,  would  produce  a  deduction  of  at 
least  ten  per  cent,  from  the  amount  of  ihe  duty. 

Mr.  A.  Foster  said,  it  ought  to  be  recollected. 
that,  by  allowing  this  discount,  more  money  won  la 
be  brought  into  the  Treasury  than  the  bare 
amount  of  stamps  really  used  would  amount  to, 
BE  not  only  those  made  use  of,  bul  those  on  hand 
would  be  paid  for. 

Mr.  Lton  would  be  willing  to  allow  ten  per 
cent,  if  he  was  assured  that  stamps  would  not  be 
sold  at  a  higher  rate  than  that  at  which  they  are 
itamped  ;  but  he  thought  there  was  no  security 
against  this. 

Mr.  Macon  differed  in  opinion  from  gentlemen 
who  thought  this  per  centage  would  operate  an 
injury  to  persons  who  used  but  few  stamps,  and 
consequently  could  not  avail  themselves  of  the 
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filed  by  it,  as  shopkeepers  would  be  iodueed  to 
k«p  them  for  the  sake  of  the  profit ;  for  if  they 
eoold  only  be  had  of  supervisors  sod  collectors, 
percoDK  in  the  country  woald,  upon  an  average, 
liare  to  ride  twenty  mile*  for  a  stamp  wheaever 
they  had  occasion  to  use  one. 

Mr.  Sbwall  nid,  it  ought  to  be  considered  that 
persons  porchatao?  a  Quantity  of  stamps,  took  upon 
themselres  the  risk  of  paying  for  what  they  might 
not  use  or  dispose  of  Besides,  losses  might  be 
sustained  by  persons  entrusted  to  sell  siampa  by 
eommissioD,  hat  none  could  be  had  from  purcha- 
seT&  ax  cash  was  to  be  paid  at  all  times  for  them. 
Mr.  S-  Shitb  said,  that  he  was  in  iavor  of  re* 
pealing  the  law  altogether;  but  as  this  could  not 
be  done,  he  wished  to  malce  it  as  palatable  as  be 
could.  Nothing  would  render  it  more  odious  than 
to  make  it  difficult  for  the  people  to  obtain  the 
stamp*.  He  hoped,  therefore,  a  sufficient  profit 
woald  be  atlowea  to  induce  storekeepers  io  general 
to  keep  them. 

The  motion  for  filling  the  blank  with  seren  and 
one-half  was  carried  wjthoat  a  ditHsion. 

The  clause  for  repealing  that  part  of  the  law 
which  laid  a  stamp  duty  upon  debentures,  (which 
was   found  would   operaie   very   unequally)  and 

enacting  in  its  stead  that per  cent,  should 

be  retained  in  addition  to  the  one  pet  cent,  now 
retained  on  drnwhaeks. 

Mr.  Harper  moved  to  fill  the  blanks  with  three- 
fii^hs,  which  would  produce  a  sum  equal  to  that 
proposed  to  be  raised  by  the  stamp  duty. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  hoped  the  blank  would  be  with  one 
quarter,  which,  upon  the  debentures  of  last  year, 
would  produce  the  sum  of  tI0,0OO.  This  would 
be  a  direct  tax  upon  the  merchants,  which  they 
could  not  get  repaid  from  their  cnstomers.  He 
had  also  doubts  as  to  the  principle.  Besides,  it 
migbt  be  forgot,  a  few  year*  hence,  that  this  was 
a  compromise  for  a  stamp  duty,  and  these  instru' 
■tents  might  hereafter  be  taxed. 

Mr.  Habf£R  had  no  objection  to  one  quarter. 
The  committee  thought  it  a  high  duty;  but  they 
believed  it  right  to  say  what  would  be  equal  to 
the  stamp  las  proposed. 

Mr.  J.  WiLU&MS  renewed  the  motion  for  t 
fifths.     The  amount  of  drawbacks  allowed 
eecded  one-ihird  of  all  the  revenue.    He  had  an 
intention  of  bringing  this  subject  of  drawbacks 
before  the  House  on  some  other  occasion,  in  order 
lo  have  some  alteiaiion  introduced  into  it. 
thought  two-fifths  ought  to  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Sewall  said,  he  had  ttlso  his  doubts  i 
the  propriety  of  taxing  debentures,  as  it  wa*  well 
known  they  were  given  to  secure  the  drawback 
■poD  goods  re-exported.  The  export  business  is 
of  gnat  importaoee,  and  as  to  the  preseol  draw- 
backs amounting  to  one-third  of  the  revenue,  this 
WIS  of  no  consequence,  since  the  duly  on  goods 
imported  are  intended  to  be  paid  by  the  consu- 
mer, and  not  by  the  merchant.  At  present  one 
pM  cenL  of  the  duty  is  retained,  which  more  than 
pays  all  the  expenses  attending  the  collection  of 
the  impost  duty.  Two-fifths  j>er  cent,  would  be 
more  than  the  proportion  which  had  been  ob- 


lerved  in  taxing  of  notes.  He  hoped  one-qnaner 
per  cent,  would  be  agreed  lo. 

Mr.  J.  Williams  said,  that  though  the  one  per 
^ni.  retained  on  drawbacks  paid  the  expense  of 
collecting  the  duties  as  far  as  the  per  centage  o* 
the  ad  valorem  amount,  it  did  not  nay  also  for 
hing,  measuring,  and  gauging.    He  had  made 

ca^ulaiions  on  this  subject,  but  he  had  not 

them  now  before  him.  He  thought  this  drawback 
a  great  advantage  given  to  mercbanis,  and  he  wai 
~  11  for  lowering  the  proposed  duty. 

Mr.  Lyon  observed,  that  he  bad  opposed  Ac 
stamp  tax  here,  but  be  had  endeavored  to  make  it 
the  best  of  it  to  his  constituents — who  disliked  it 
exceedingly — by  telling  them  that  it  would  faH 
'  laviest  on  the  merchants ;  but  if  this  article  was 

be  lowered,  tiiis  apology  would  be  done  away. 

Mr.  CoiT  was  in  favor  of  the  quarter  per  cent 

Mr.  J.  WiULUMs  moved  that  the  committee 

ight  rise ;  but  afHer  some  observations  he  with- 
drew his  motion. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  said,  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  seemed  to  be  much  concerned  as  to  the 
drawback  allowed  on  goods  re-exported.  Tb« 
two  last  years  left  to  the  revenue  at  one  per  cenL 
an  average  of  $40,000  per  annum.  One  quarter 
per  cent,  additional  would  produce  110,000  more. 
The  whole  estimate  of  doty  to  be  produced  by 
stamps  was  $100,000;  so  that  upon  one  single 
article  alone  one-tenth  patt  of  the  amount  was  to 
be  raised  ;  yet  gentlemen  wished  lo  increase  this 
sum  by  $6,000,  though  out  of  eighteen  articles 
upon  which  a  stamp  duty  was  imposed,  thirleeu 
of  them  fell  exclusively  upon  the  mercbanis. 
The  gentleman  from  New  York  needed  not  to  be 
afraid  of  the  landed  interest ;  there  was  scarcely 
anything  In  the  act  which  could  afiect  them.  But 
that  gentleman  was  opposed  to  the  bill,  and  he 
wished  to  make  it  as  odious  as  possible.  Mr.  S. 
said  bis  policy  was  diSerenI ;  smce  it  miut  ^ass, 
he  wished  it  to  be  as  unexceptionable  as  possible 
as  he  had  now  no  idea  that  the  stamp  law  woula 
ever  be  repealed. 

Mr.  Blount  said,  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  had  no  intention  of  lowering  the  duty: 
they  only  wished  to  equalize  it.  It  was  calculated 
to  produce  upwards  of  $13,000  as  the  law  now 
stands.and  the  present  proposition  of  an  additional 
deduction  of  two-fifths  would  produce  upwards  of 
$13,000.  He  hoped,  therefore,  two-fifth*  would 
be  agreed  to. 

The  question  on  two-fifths  was  put  and  nega- 
tived, there  being  only  twelve  votes  for  it.  Out 
quarter  was  then  carried  without  a  division. 

Mr.  8.  Smith  then  moved  to  add  an  additional 
section  to  the  hill  to  this  effecti 

"  That  no  note,  other  th«n  t>ank  note*,  nude  payable 
at  or  within  BO  days  from  the  date  thereof,  shall  be  Uap 
ble  lo  any  stamp  or  dnty ;  and  bo  bill  of  lading  lialila 
to  pay  more  than  ten  cants,  anything  indie  laid  act  to 
the  eontiaiy  notwitiutanding.' 

Mr.  Sewall  said,  that  the  part  of  the  law 
which  this  clause  went  lo  repeal,  imposed  a  dutf 
upon  a  set  of  men  who  could  not  reimburse  it 
The  duties  laid  upM  merchants  were  geitenllf 
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aonsidered  as  lefuuded  to  them  by  ihe  public  ;  but 
in  this  caw  no  such  reiiubursement  could  take 
place.  Our  merchanta  had  been  greatly  iojured, 
it  is  well  kDowii,  by  the  spoliations  commitied 
upOD  our  commerce  by  the  Fiencb,  and  mauv  of 
them  are  consequently  under  considerable  emW- 
raasments,  aud  being  under  the  necessity  of  coo- 
Unuin^  their  contracts  from  time  to  time,  would 
be  obliged  to  pay  a  high  duty  upoa  renewing  their 
notes.  This  would  add  to  the  hardships  ihey 
already  suffer.  As  to  bills  of  ladiag,  he  always 
thouglit  Ihe  duty  eicei^ive,  and  hoped  the  amend- 
meat  would  he  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Champuh  complained  that  merchants  and 
bankers  (who  are  often  the  same  persons)  are 
Uxed  in  a  three-fold  degree.  Many  of  Itiem  are 
■tockliotders,  snd  their  certificates  pay  a  duty; 
bank  notes  are  also  taxed,  and  if  tiiey  borrow 
money  they  pay  a  duty  ou  their  DOtes  or  bonds. 

Mr.  S.  SidiTU  believed  it  would  be  proper  to 
divide  (he  question. 

It  was  accordiugly  divided,  and  the  rormer  part 
was  under  consideration,  when 

Mr.  Harper  said,  the  gentleman  from  Rhode 
Island  seemed  to  confound  a  bank  as  au  instim. 
tion  with  the  individuals  who  cntnpose  (bat  insii- 
totioD.  Individuals  may  doubtless  pay  taxes  in 
three  or  thirty  different  ways;  but  be  could  not 
teethe  force  of  ibis  observation.  With  respect  to 
the  motion  itself,  he  believed  it  ought  not  to  be 
adopted.  He  could  not  see  why  notes  at  60  days 
should  not  pay  a  duty,  though  he  diJ  see  why 
they  ought  not  to  pay  so  high  a  duty  as  others, 
which  was  the  reason  why  the  distinction  had 
been  made  in  their  favor.  The  merchants  were 
the  mere  iiayers  of  this  duty,  as  they  would  charge 
it  upon  their  merchandise  in  the  same  way  as 
they  charged  other  duties  and  expenses.  He  saw 
no  reason  why  the  alteration  should  be  made  with 
respect  la  bills  of  lading. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  observed  that  it  was  very  diffi- 
cult to  convince  theoretical  gentlemen  of  iheir 
errors.  Practical  men  will  teil  you  that  it  is  im- 
possible to  charge  these  duties  lo  their  customers. 
There  was  a  duly  charged  on  inslruments  which 
admitted  lawvers  to  practice ;  he  wished  to  know 
bow  they  could  be  charged  to  iheirclierls')  When 
this  subject  was  originally  before  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  after  well  considering  the 
subject,  silly  days  notes  were  excluded ;  but  when 
the  bill  came  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 

Senllemeo,  desirous  of  defeating  the  bill,  iniro- 
Uced  sueli  things  into  it  ns  might  have  a  tenden- 
cy to  damn  it,  and  this  was  the  reason  why  sixty 
days  notes  were  introduced.  These  uoies,  he  said, 
dia  not  come  under  (he  desigu  of  other  bonds  and 
notes.  They  were  now  become  the  passing  me- 
dium of  this  country.  To  lax  them  was  ibe  same 
«■  to  tax  every  dollar  that  went  through  his  hands 
as  all  purchases  and  sales  were  made  by  notes  of 
this  description.  Mr.  S.  said  he  was  aware  of 
the  difficulty  of  impressing  a  body  like  this,  in 
which  there  is  so  little  commercial  interesl,  with 
tbe  impropriely  and  hardship  of  a  measure  of  this 
kind.  And  as  insigniGcant  as  some  geoilemen 
might  think  this  duty,  he  could  inform  the  com- 


mittee that  one  merchant  in  Baltimore  had  gone 
into  a  calculation  of  what  the  stamp  duty  would 
stand  him  in,  and  he  supposed  it  would  b«  at  last 
ROO  dollars;  and  a  house  in  Philadelphia  had  in- 
formed him  that  their  stamp  duties  would  amount 
tu  1,300  dollars,  of  which  they  would  uever  be  aUe 
from  their  c 


Mr.  HiRPEB  could  not  help  congratulating  the 
House  upon  this  information.  He  hoped  there 
would  be  many  persons  of  ibe  descripiion  which 
the  gentleman  fiom  Maryland  had  mentioned. 
If  so,  this  tax  would  prove  an  extensive  source  of 
revenue.  With  respect  to  the  lawyers,  he  believ- 
ed they  might  he  safely  trusted  to  get  bark  what- 
ever they  paid. 

After  Mr.  Champlin  had  said  a  few  words  in 
reply  lo  Mr.  Harper,  the  question  was  taken 
on  each  pari  of  the  section  separately,  aod  tieg«- 
lived. 

Mr.  J.  WiLLiAHB  then  moved  an  additional  sec- 
tion, to  exclude  from  duty  all  bonds,  bills,  and 
noles  under  $5Q;  which  was  negalived  without 

The  committee  then  rose  tbe  House  agreed  to 
the  amendments,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  10  be 
engrossed  for  a  third  reading  to-morrow. 


WEnNESDAY,  March  7. 

The  bill  to  amend  the  act  for  laying  ■  duty  on 
stamped  vellum,  parchment,  and  paper,  was  read 
the  third  time  and  passed. 

A  bill  was  re[ioried  for  continuing  in  force  the 
law  for  prohibiting  for  a  limited  time  the  export- 
aiioa  of  arms  and  ammunition,  and  committed  fot 


The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  for 
erecting  a  light-house  on  Eaton's  Neck,  and  for 
placing  certain  buoys  in  the  places  therein  men- 
tioned, were  laken  up  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  J.  Pabker  stated  that  (owing  to  hit  late 
indisposition)  he  was  not  in  the  House  when  the 
bill  lor  erecting  a  light-house  on  Eaton's  Neck 
was  passed ;  but  as  he  had  received  instructions 
from  the  merchants  of  Norfolk  to  endeavor  to  get  % 
light-bouse  erected  on  Old  Point  Cotnfort.  in  Vir- 
ginia, he  should  propose  a  resolution  whico  would 
aireci  ihe  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manu- 
factures to  inquire  into  ihe  expediency  of  erecting 
such  a  light-house.  He  accordingly  presented  a 
resolution  to  that  effect  ;  which  was  agreed  to. 
BELIEF  OF  WIDOWS  AND  OBPHANa 

The  House  took  up  the  amendment  from  the 
Senate  lo  the  hill  providing  relief  for  the  widows 
and  orphans  of  certain  deceased  officers  and  iiol- 
diers.  which  proposed  to  strike  out  that  part  which 
relates  to  the  widows  and  orphans  of  militia 
officers. 

Mr.  D.  FosTBB  hoped  this  ameodment  would 
be  concurred  in,  as  the  part  proposed  to  be  struck 
out  introduced  a  new  principle ;  and  if  it  were  not 
concurred  in  the  bill  would  probably  be  lost. 

Mr.  W.  C1.AIB0HNE  said,  the  services  of  oar 
militia  <^cers  were  certainly  as  valuable  to  the 
country  as  those  of  tbe  regular  army,  and  justice 
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and  policf  required  ihattbesametittaDtioa should 
be  paid  to  their  widows  aod  orphanf^  la  case  of 
daoger,  he  supposed  the  militia  of  ihe  country 
were  principally  to  be  relied  upon,  and  he  thoueht 
it  would  not  be  (;ood  policy  to  reject  a  provisroD 
intended  for  the  relief  of  widows  and  orphans  of 
militia  officers,  in  case  ibey  should  fall  in  the  de- 
fence of  their  countrv.  He  would  rather  the  bill 
was  rejected  allogctner  than  that  pariial  justice 
■hould  thus  be  done ;  but  he  hoped,  if  the  amend- 
ment was  disagreed  to,  and  a  confereBce  took 
place  between  ine  two  Houses,  the  Senate  would 
lecede  from  this  amendment. 

Mr.  Harper  did  not  think  Ihe  amendment 
ouebt  to  be  concurred  in  from  a  fear  of  losing  the 
bill,  because,  if  the  Senate  persisted  in  iheiramend- 
meat,  the  House  could  afterwards  determine  whe- 
ther ihey  would  agree  to  it  or  lose  the  bill. 

Mr.  Gordon  was  in  favor  of  the  amendment 
from  the  Senate.  He  thought  theie  was  a  strong 
reason  why.  relief  should  be  given  to  the  family 
of  an  officer  in  the  army  in  preference  lo  an 
officer  iu  the  militia.  When  a  man  weot  inlotbe 
■Ttny  he  ^ave  up  all  other  business,  and,  of  course, 
if  he  fell  m  bis  country's  service,  his  widow  and 
children  were  left  destitute.  It  was  not  so  with 
the  militia. 

Mr.  T.  Claiborne  thought  this  an  extraordi- 
nary reason  for  agreeing  to  the  amendment;  for 
though  militia  men  were  not  constantly  in  ser- 
vice, they  were  frequently  called  upon  at  a  time 
when  to  leave  their  plantations  was  attended  with 
great  loss  and  inconvenience ;  and  if  the  officers 
c^  the  army  were  in  constant  employ,  they  also 
receired  constant  and  good  pay. 

Mr.  FiNDLET  wished  as  much  as  any  man  that 
widows  and  orphans  of  militia  officers  should  be 
provided  for,  but  because  he  could  not  obtain  re- 
lief for  them,  he  should  not  wish  to  deny  it  to 
Other  unfortunate  families. 

Mr.  CoiT  said,  it  n-as  his  opinion,  that  the 
widows  and  orphans  of  deceased  militia  officers 
ought  to  be  provided  for,  but  the  present  bill  was 
not  the  proper  place  of  doing  it,  as  this  bill  was 
iatended  only  to  make  more  complete  a  former 
law^  which  did  not  contain  aoytbing  respecting 
miltti a  officers.  If  this  was  a  general  provision, 
the  clause  in  favor  of  militia  officers  might  have 
been  proper, 

Mr.  LvoK  could  not  concur  in  the  amendmeDl 
of&t  Senate.    Jealousies  already  existed  among 


rageraent  of  the  militia,  and 
amendjaeDl  would  strengthen  those  jealousies. 
The  militia  officers,  he  said,  are  as  respectable  a 
set  of  men  as  anv  lo  the  community,  and  ou^ht 
not  to  be  offended.  He  would  rather  lose  the  bill 
altozelher  than  strike  out  the  militia  officers. 
Toe  Senate's  amendment  was  disagreed  to. 

HEALTH  OFFICER  FOR  MARYLAND. 
The  House  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  bill  ro  continue  in  force  the  law  de- 
claring the  consent  of  Congress  to  the  law  ap- 
pointing a  health  officer  for  the  State  of  Maryland. 


IMPRISONMENT  FOR  DEBT. 

Mr.  N.  Smith  called  for  the  order  of  the  day  on 
the  report  on  the  subject  of  making  some  altera- 
tions m  the  execution  of  the  law  for  the  relief  of 
persons  imprisoned  for  debt ;  which  being  agreed 
to,  the  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  that  subject,  and  the  report  was 
read  as  follows: 

*'The  connnittee  appointed  to  icqnire  into  the  «ip«. 
dioary  of  matdng  alterations  in  the  act  for  the  relief  of 
persons  imprisoned  for  debt,  beg  leave  to  report ;  That, 
intbeii  opinion,  the^sid  act  ought  to  be  so  amended  as  to 
extend  its  provisions,  in  eipteu  terms,  to  persons  im- 
prisoned in  civil  causes  at  the  suit  of  the  United  StMes  ; 
also,  that  the  ■erersl  District  Jadgea  ought  to  be  au- 
thorized to  iuue  their  warrants,  commsnding  the  jailer* 
to  bring  the  prisoners  before  them,  at  such  time  and 
place  as  they  shall  think  proper  to  appoint,  for  the  pni- 
pose  ofeiecuting  the  buiioeBs  assigned  them  by  the  said 
act.  And  in  case  ofprisoners  confined  in  the  cities  of  Phi- 
ladelphia, New  York,  Boston,  Baltimore,  and  Charles- 
ton, the  Judges  ought  to  be  empowered  to  appoint  two 
commissioners  to  do  Che  buaineas,  under  the  said  let, 
when  it  ihall  be  inconvenient  for  the  Judges  to  attend 
on  the  said  business,  by  reason  of  other  judidal  duties, 
absence,  dcbnesa,  or  iaabiUtj.  Your  committee  are  also 
of  opiaion  that  provision  ought  to  be  made  by  latr,  for 
the  support  of  poor  prisoners  during  their  confinement, 
previous  to  talung  the  oath  provided  for  (hem  by  the 

On  motion,  the  report  was  amended  by  striking 
out  Philadelphia,  New  York,  &e.,  making  the 
provision  general. 

Mr.  LtviNoaTON  observed,  that  he  supposed  tliia 
report  would  go  further  than  vras  mtended.  When 
this  business  was  first  inttoduced,  on  the  petition 
of  William  Bell,  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and 
Manufactures  reported  to  the  House  that  one  of 
two  courses  might  be  taken,  either  10  give  relief 
specially  to  the  petitioner,  or  admit  the  principle 
now  recommended.  The  objections  they  had  to 
the  latter  course  were  strongly  fortified  by  the 
letter  of  the  Attorney  General  of  the  United 
States,  who  was  strongly  of  opinion,  that  though 
the  United  States  were  not  specially  named,  they 
were  bound  by  this  act  What  then,  would  be 
the  effect  of  the  doctrine  arising  out  of  an  adop- 
tion of  this  report?  It  would  oe,  that  in  cases 
where  ihe  United  States  are  not  named,  they 
are  not  bound,  directly  contrary  to  the  opin- 
ion of  the  Attorney  General.  If  it  did  not 
establish  (hat  opiaion.  it  would,  however,  hare 
a  tendency  to  establish  it,  though  ihis  House 
bad  not  at  all  examined  the  opinion.  Indeed,  the. 
opinion  of  the  Attorney  General  of  this  State  wu 
directly  different  The  Committee  of  Commerce 
and  Manufactures  thought,  therefore,  that  it  would 
behest  that  a.  detemination  shonld  first  be  had 
in  Ihe  Supreme  Court,  upon  which  the  Legisla- 
ture might  act;  but  thai  any  previous  proceeding 
would  not  have  the  certainty  which  such  deci' 
sions  ouzbl  to  have. 

Mr.  N.  Smith  aaid,  it  waa  true  there  was  a  dif- 


DiqinzedhyGoOt^le 


HISTORY  OF  CONORBSa 


1244 


H.  OP  R.J 


Usefid  Ari»— Entry  </  atiila. 


[MiRCH,  1796. 


..  ._    ,  .      ect  to  the  lasolrent  L&w, 

s  it  res(«cu  debtors  ofthe  United  Stales.  The 
District  Judge  of  this  Stale  is  of  opinioo  that  the 
United  States  are  sot  bound,  except  mentioned  bf 
name.  In  consequence  of  ttiis  opinion  of  the  District 
Judge,  several  debtors  have  Xane  been  confined  in 
jait,  Inough  it  is  agreed  on  ail  hands  they  are 
worth  nothing.  It  was  true,  he  said,  the  Attor- 
ney Qeoerat  oT  the  United  States  is  of  a  different 
opinion,  and  the  District  Attorney  concurred  with 
him.  Mr.  S.  said  he  was  himseff  of  opinion  that 
the  United  States  were  bound  by  law,  whether 
cspiessly  named  or  not ;  but  as  this  difference  of 
opinion  was  the  means  of  keeping  their  persons  in 

Brisonj  he  thought  it  beat  to  extend  the  provision. 
Im  did  he  believe,  that  in  doing  ibis,  the  House 
would  implicitly  adopt  the  doctrine  of  the  Dis- 
trict Judge.  This  would  depend  upon  the  word- 
ing of  the  bill.  It  might  be  expressed  in  the  pre- 
amble ofthe  bill,  that  the  law  was  passed  to  clear 
up  doubts,  ^.,  which  would  avoid  such  a  con- 

The  report  was  agreed  to,  and  the  committee 
was  directed  to  report  a  bill  accordingly. 
UBEFUL  ARTS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cdit,  the  House  went  into 
K  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  in  addiiioB 
to,  and  alteration  of,  an  act  to  promote  the  pro- 
KtasG  of  useful  arts,  and  to  repeal  the  act  hereto- 
tote  made  for  that  purpose.  This  bill  proposes  to 
repeal  ifae  ninth  and  tenth  sections  of  tne  present 
law,  and  to  add  a  section  inflicting  a  penalty  on 
any  person  who  shall  mabe,  use,  devise,  or  sell 
anything,  the  exclusive  right  of  which  has  been 
secured  bv  patent. 

Some  de&ale  took  place  as  to  the  prt^riety  of 
striking  out  the  ninth  and  tenth  sections  of  the 
^senl  law,  which  provide  for  a  reference  to  arbi- 
trators, when  two  or  more  persons  apply  to  the 
Becretary  of  the  Treasury  for  patents  for  the  same 
invention,  and  for  redress  in  case  of  any  person 
obtaining  a  patent  for  an  invenlion  to  which  he 
is  not  ^ititled.  Mr.  GonnoN  moved  to  strike  out 
die  first  section.  After  some  debate,  Messrs. 
GoBVoH  and  Sew&ll  being  in  favor  of  reiainiog 
the  ninth  and  tenth  sections,  and  Messrs.  Coit  and 
LiviHOsTOH  for  repealing  them,  the  question 
for  striking  out  the  first  section  was  negatived — 
30  to  30. 

Mr.  LivitiasTOii  then  moved  an  additional 
•ection  allowing  the  legal  representatives  of  any 
person,  entitled  to  a  patent,  lo  obtain  it ;  whicn 
ms  agreed  to. 

The  committee  then  rose,  and  the  House  took 
up  the  amendments  and  agreed  to  them. 

Mr.  Gordon  again  moved  to  strike  out  the  first 
Motion,  and  Mr.  SEnraLL  called  the  yeas  and 
nays  upon  the  question;  but  as  one  fifth  ofthe 
nembers  did  not  rise  in  favor  of  this  motion,  it 
was  not  carried. 

Mr.  Sewall  then  stated  that  he  bad  no  panic- 
tilar  wish  to  have  the  yeas  and  nays  taken  ;  he 
wished  only  to  call  the  attention  of  members  to 
the  qnestion. 

The  question  for  striking  out  the  first  section 
waa  then  put  and  cairied— 37  to  33. 


TsuasnAV,  March  S. 

The  hill  to  continue  in  force,  for  a  limited  time, 
an  act  declaring  the  consent  of  Congress  to  the 
act  of  Maryland  appointing  a  health  officer,  was 
read  the  third  lime  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Livinoston,  the  House  re- 
solved itself  into  a  Commiitee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  report  of  the  select  committee  on  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
refugees  from  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia,  and  the 
report  having  been  agreed  to,  the  commiitee  rose, 
and  the  bill  was  re-conunltted  to  a  select  com- 

ENTBY  or  8TILL8. 

Mr.  Dennis  moved  that  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  to  alter 
the  manner  of  making  entries  of  slills,  be  dis- 
charged from  a  further  consideration  of  the  sub- 
ject, and  that  the  following  resolution  be  referred 
to  Ine  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means : 

"  Raohtd,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Heani 
ba  instructed  to  report  a  bill  altering  the  time  of  enter- 
ing stills  from  the  month  of  Jnne  to  the  months  of  An- 
gnst  and  Beptembei." 

Mr.  D.  said  his  reasons  for  making  this  motion 
were  these;  He  found  ihe  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury had  objections  to  the  doing  away  the  annual 
entry  of  stills,  as  he  looked  upon  the  regulation  as 
essential  to  the  security  of  the  collection  of  the 
revenucj^and  to  a  due  control  over  the  collectors. 
'  Mr.  D.  found  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
had  differed  in  opinion  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  and  had  reported  a  bill,  which  had  been 
found  to  contain  provisions  more  objectionable 
than  the  annual  entry.  As  he  believed  it  would  be 
impossible  to  do  away  the  annual  entry,  he  wished 
to  make  such  alterations  in  it,  as  should  make  it 
less  obiectionable.  He  believed  this  would  be  ef- 
fected Dy  altering  the  time  of  making  the  entry,  in 
the  manner  proposed  by  the  resolution  which  he 
had  offered  to  the  Honse,  as  in  those  months  dis- 
tillers had  occasion  lo  take  out  their  licenses,  and 
they  could  make  the  entry  required  et  (he  same 

Mr.  Macon  suggested  whether  it  would  not  be 
more  agreeable  to  the  usual  manner  of  proceeding, 
to  re-eommit  the  bill  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  with  an  instruction  to  report  in  the 
way  proposed. 

Mr.  HAapEHseconded  the  motion  to  commit  the 
bill ;  because  he  was  convinced  that  no  plan  for 
abandoning  the  annual  entry  could  be  adopted, 
without  introducing  regulations  which  would  be 
more  inconvenient  than  the  entry  itself.  He 
ihouehi  it  would  be  proper,  therefore,  to  inquire 
whetlier  a  different  period  mi^t  not  be  adopted, 
which  would  be  more  convenient  to  distillers  for 
making  the  entry ;  as  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury was  of  opinion  that  if  a  different  time  for  every 
diSerent  district  in  the  United  States  was  fixed 
upon,  if  it  should  be  found  more  accommodating 
to  indiriduela,  it  would  not  be  attended  with  any 
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maierial  iocooTenieDce  in  the  coUeclion  of  the 
duty-  ' 

Mr.  Dennis  bad  do  objection  to  this  coui^  being 
taken,  aad  the  bill  iras  [e-commitled  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  with  itutructions  gea- 
eimlljr,  to  r^iorl  a  new  bill. 

CITY  OF  WASHINGTON. 

Mr,  Cbaie,  from  the  commiltee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United 
Slates,  enclosinx  the  memoiial  of  the  Cominis- 
aoDen  appoiated  under  the  act  for  estabiiehing  the 
lecaporary  and  permanent  seat  of  Ooveromeni  of 
the  United  States,  representing  the  situation  of  the 
citf  of  Wadiiiigtou,  and  rntticsting  LegiaUtive 
assistance,  reported  a  resolation  f<n  tne  adoption  of 
Ibe  House,  appropriating  8^00,000  for  tbe  comple- 
tion of  the  building!!  now  carrying  on  in  the  city 
of  Washington,  provided  that  not  more  than  one- 
third  ibereof  be  expended  in  anv  one  year.  Re- 
ferred to  a.  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Monday. 
SlTNDBr  BILLB. 

T^e  House  severally  resolved  itself  into  Com- 
mittees of  the  Whole,  on  tbe  following  bills : 

The  act  declaring  the  assent  of  Congress  to  an 
act  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  for  keeping  in 
repair  a  pier  in  Kennebunk  river ; 

The  bill  limiting  tbe  time  within  which  claims 

Sainst  tbe  United  Statexfor  credits  on  their  books 
all  be  made ;  and 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Sylvanns  Crowell. 

All  which  bills  were  agreed  to  in  Committees 
of  the  Whole,  and  in  the  Hou9&  without  debate, 
and  w^re  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  read- 
ing ti>-moiTOW. 

8ICK  AND  DISABLED  SEAMEN. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  LivmoBTOn,  the  House  re- 
solved itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  sick  and  disabled  seamen  i 
when,  aDer  some  conversation  on  the  subject  of 
the  Marine  Hospital,  proposed  to  be  established 
by  this  bill,  as  to  the  best  manner  of  securine  a 
supfXMl  of  it  from  tbe  whole  body  of  sailors  of  the 
Umted  States,  a  proposition  was  adopted,  enacting, 
"that  every  owner  or  master  of  a  vessel  arriving 
l/om  a  foreign  port  into  any  ^rt  of  the  United 
State*,  shall,  before  the  vessel  is  permitted  to  be 
entered,  pay  — —  cents  per  moath  during  their 
voyaee,  for  every  man  whom  be  has  on  board  his 
vessd.  which  he  shall  be  authorized  to  retain  out 
of  their  wages."  The  committee  then  rose,  and 
the  bill  was  re  .committed  to  the  select  committee 
to  make  it  conformable  to  this  principlf . 
PBOTECnON  OF  COMMBROE. 

Mr.  Sewall.  from  the  committee  lowborn  wai 
referred  so  much  of  the  President's  Speech  i:s  re 
lalea  to  the  protection  of  our  commerce  and  thi 
defence  of  our  country,  and  also  the  Message  of 
tbe  President  of  Monday  last,  reported  in  part  as 

Thai,  conaidainf  the  incraaamg  duigem  which  threat' 
en  the  peace  and  Hcaiitr  of  the  United  Sutes,  and  to 
which  tbeiT  aziefasive  Macoait,  and  thair  doawatie  as  wall 
as  fiNidfn  erauneroe,  are  alinninglj  eipoaed,  the  nece* 


proiiKiani  of  a  maiitime  defiincc  ought  lo  recaive  the 
•t  and  immedialB  attentina  of  Congreai  i  and  especi- 
ally, lecommesd  >  concurrence  witbaul  ilalay  in  the  re>- 
alutioni  now  before  the  House  of  Ilepr»entati>aa,  leport- 
I  to  them  on  tbs  ISlb  day  of  Jnnuaij  last.* 
Tbe  conunittee  further  report,  that  a  conwlttrable  sum 
■  maipN  uneipendsd  of  tbe  sums  heretofore  apptwriated 
for  fOftifying  the  port*  and  harbonoftke  United  Statea, 
■a  ifiiBua  by  the  statement  from  tlw  Depaitoient  of  War, 
eilubiled  barewilh  :  and  that,  in  the  oirinion  of  the  com- 
B.  a  further  sppropriatioD,  ends  mora  vigorons  legard 
to  this  important  object,  hH  become  immediolalj  dB' 

Thej  further  report,  that  in  the  view  which,  on  ae- 
iJ  uccutons,  this  committee  haie  taken  of  the  subjact  of 
prorkling  snaval  armament,  tiiey  bate  not  fUled  to  ohsErve 
the  apparently  enormous  eipenaes,  and  unaccountable  de- 
lays which  have  attended  every  ■ttempt  of  Ibis  kind.  It 
hsa  sfipeaied  to  them  thai  ■  belter  economy  might  be  in- 
troduced  in  Ibis  branch  of  the  public  erpenditure,  by  ea- 
labliibing,  in  the  War  Department,  some  efficient  officer 
wttoabooU  be  employed  in  the  immediate  anperinlendeiice 
of  tbe  naval  concerns  of  tha  United  Statea. 

The  Department  of  War,  u  at  preaent  eelaUiihed,  is 
unauitabie  lo  ihtspuTpoee,  egpecialljconndering  iti  sta- 
tionary ailoaUon,  and  how  much  it  ii  occuined  by  nnnie- 
lonM  (area  of  a  nature  veiy  di&arenL 

On  these  aubjeda,  tiiey  recommend  the  following 
renlutiona  to  be  adopted,  viz  : 

Rei^tved,    That  the  sum  of ,  in  addition  to 

the  anm  of remaining  nncTpended  of  former  mp- 

proprtatione,  be  appropriated  la  fortifying  the  ports  and 
harbors  of  the  United  Ijtatei. 

Raohed,  Tbst  there  be  established  in  tbe  Depart- 
ment of  War,  a  Commiidoner  of  .Marine,  who  shall 
have  charge  of  the  conatTuctJon,  equipment,  and  supplle* 
of  the  public  veasela  of  the  United  ^ttates,  and  all  odier 
mattflia  relatiog  lo  tbeir  naval  concema,  which  ihall  be 
antruated  to  him.  according  to  law. 

W»»  Owics,  Feb.  37,  1798. 

8iB :  The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  "  ao  much 
of  the  President's  ttpeeeh  aa  relates  to  the  protection  of 
commerce  and  the  defence  of  the  coontiy,"  desire  to 
know  the  amoont  of  the  money  expended  since  the  last 
session  of  Coi^Teas  on  the  maritime  fortifieatinu,  and 
whether,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Secretary  at  War,  any 
further  appropriadon  is  required  for  the  Bame  objecti 
The  following  information  and  remarks,  are  therafoM 
renectfblly  SQbmiUed  ; 

That  there  remained  unexpended  of  the  preceding 
appropriation  for  maritiaie  fcntiGcationa,  on  the  6^ 
June,  1797 «S3,D66  S8 

Appropriations  of  Jnne,  33,  1797     ■        116,000  00 


■Idfr 


1 137,093  GB 
rti>(Uie*reH)lnUoiii  mi  as  fo11cwi,vlt: 
ummandB  (hv  amnnpriBltoD  nf  (ha  turn  of  ^^  dot. 
ilnf  ami  aqidpebic  tutattibnibnte  frtgatn. 

.. ^ .fcrtha  nnnar -dollan  fiirUu  paj  and  nbai^ 

lor  Ike  wrugfcna  n»r,«f  iSs  uatwia  and  aetn  as  buard  the 
«ad dotlanlbi 


opinion  the stluatlonirf , ..,. 

maFia,  titUable  ta  be  cmploTed  for  the  pnunlnaofoursb. 

cg*fl«,■adl•^(w«ath■■■^l•utla(^BBdaIldeqlli|lptd,ll■■lbeiMIla 

piDprlued-  mHsxcs'dini dollan  f«  iba  purpoae. 

/he  fwrth  pmxaM  u  uBluria*  iba  Praaliiant  to  euNMi,  ta 
Boma  rli^lble  slIDailon,  a  Ibundiv,  \o  be  emplixred  io  caMlnf  a 

cannon  fur  ibn  ii»  or  Goifrainonl,  tod  lUl dollan  be  iniro. 

prilled  f.<r  itf  purchue  of  a  arceaHrr  bulldlnt  and  muerbli, 
■ad  UJ  itiitf  utbat  eaptaaii  aninillnf  lae  aanUUiai— la 
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That  of  tliii  aum  then  bu  been  expended,  lii : 
At  Mud  Island        -        -        .        .    833,640  87 
BnltinioTS       .....  ISS  93 

i'bailraton S,9T8  00 

Dulh,  N.  H.,  (balance  of  ac- 


unt) 


Newbani,  (on  account  of  balance)    ' 
Norblk,  (balance  of  account) 
8t.  Mar;'*,  Georgia,  (do) 


0  00 


f:i37,a6S  G8 
Tb,«  committee  will  perceive  that  Ihe  principal  aum  ex- 
pended aiiiue  the  lasi  ■eaaion  ha*  been  upoa  Fort  Mifflin, 
mthr  State  of  Pennarlvania.  Thia  fartreea,  from  iereral 
eonndantiom,  aeemed  entitled  to  puticulu  allention. 
The  gTQUnJ  on  nhtth  it  staod^  and  neceaaary  to  il,  bas 
been  ceded  lo  the  United  Slalea.  The  nocka.  aa  &r  la  the; 
have  been  erected,  were  compoeed  of  good  material^  and 
pnt  together  in  auch  a  manner  ai  to  promiae  long  dura- 
tion and  ulilitj.  An  experiment  bad  likewiae  ahona 
where  the  worka  were  moat  vulneratds,  and  that  thia 
fiirtreaa  may  be  rendered  competent  with  certain  auxiliary 
WQika,  to  aflonl  eaaential  protection  to  an  important  cont- 
mereUI  aij,  agaiaat  the  operationa  of  a  powerful  naval 
armament.  It  haa  therefore  been  deemed  proper,  under 
the  trnal  committed  to  me  by  the  Preddent,  to  contem- 
plate completing  thia  fortreaa  aa  expeditioualj  aa  poaaible. 
The  Secretary  baa  auggeated,  on  a  former  reference, 
that  lo  deiife  rval  advantage  from  any  conaiderable  ex- 
penditure of  money  Ibr  complcliDg  the  eeaboard  for- 
tieaaBa,  >he  military  eattbliabment  ahoald  be  auch,  aa  to 
•limit  of  their  being  occupied  by  garriaons  equal  to  keep- 
ing them  in  a  tenable  aituatioo,  and  to  the  preaervation 
of  their  atorae  and  artillery.  Il  ie  certain,  that  thia  can- 
not he  done  by  tnilitia,  unleaa  when  called  into  actual 
■ervice,  and  t  lat  no  part  of  the  regular  force  employed 
on  tlte  weMem  frontiera  can  ha  tnmaferred  from  thence 
ion  auch  purpooca,  without  eadangeting  the  peace  of  the 
Union,  atid  opening  the  way,  in  that  quarter,  to  the  im- 
mediate execution  of  projecta  and  enterpriaea,  contrary  to 
law  and  treatiei,  and  subveraive  of  all  order  and  govern- 
ment.  It  ia  but  too  evident  alao  that  the  conrae  of  thinga 
•nd  drcunuitancsa,  peculiar  lo  the  frontiera,  ahata  out 
any  well  founded  expectation,  that  we  hate  approached 
near  to  the  time  whan  the  nUlitary  force  may  be  aafely 
diminiahad  or  withdrawn- 
Independent,  Iherafbre,  of  cannderationa  reaulting  from 
onr  preaent  aituation,  with  r«apect  lo  foreign  nationa,  it 
would  appear  neceaaarf  and  proper,  that  the  aeaboard 
fortificationa  ^uld  be  generally  improved,  and  thia  de- 
fence of  our  coantry  rendered  reapedahle,  and  alao  that 
flie  Army  abould  be  proportionably  augmented.  A  re- 
gard to  ultimata  economy  will  require,  that  auch  of  the 
fortiflcationa  aa  may  be  alwaya  important  lo  the  general 
defenca,  ahould  ba  eonatmcted,  Lke  Fort  Mifflin,  ofr' 
moat  durable  maleriala. 

It  may  be  proper  to  mention,  tha^  beaidee  the  wkli' 
men  to  g«niann  thsaa  forta.  there  ia  another  diiSculty 
vtucb  it  iadeairable  ahould  be  removed.  But  few  of  the 
Slatea  have  imde  ceaaiona  of  land,  nn  which  forta  have 
been  or  ought  to  be  creeled  Ibr  Iha  protection  of  their 
battioi^  acircumatance  calculated  to  impede  auch  under- 
takinga,  and  embarraai  the  intentiona  of  Government  lo 
provide  for  their  defence.  Neither  ia  it  known  Co  the 
BeerMary  that  any  of  the  Btatea  which  were  fbimd  indebt- 


ed (0  the  United  Slalei^  on  a  aettlement  of  the  accounts 
between  them  and  the  reapcctive  Slates,  hare  thought  of 
availing  Ihemaelvea  of  the  Sd  aection  oftbo  "  act  lo  [di- 
vide for  the  further  defence  of  the  porta  and  harbora  of 
Ibe  United  Stalea,"  paaed  the  33d  June,  1797." 

Ttia  comniittae  will  perceive,  that  many  good  CMomm 
have  prevented  a  greater  eipen^tnra  of  the  appropriatim^ 
and  thatwbilelheae  continue  to  eiial,  they  maal  interrupt 
the  completion  of  our  maritime  defence  by  fortification  a. 
With  reaped  to  the  laat  inquiry  of  the  committee,  a  full 
eonaideratiaD  of  all  circomatatieea,  induces  the  Secretary  to 
an  opinion  that  *  further  appropriation  ahould  be  made, 
to  be  in  laadineaa,  and  comntenaurate  to  meet  anch  a  atats 
of  thinga,  aa  may  require  our  porta  and  haibora  lo  be 
promptly  and  completely  fortified,  whether  proper  aitea 
be  ceded  or  not  t^  the  Stales  more  immediately  con- 
cerned.   With  great  reepeet,  I  am,  air,  your  moat  ohedietit 

JAMES  H'HBNRY.. 

SiML.  SiwAbi.,  Eaq.  Churman 
of  the  Conimittee,  iu. 

The  report  hii-ing  been  read,  a  motion  was 
mode  to  refer  it  to  tbe  same  Coiuroitiee  of  the 
Whole  10  whom  has  been  referred  a  former  report 
on  this  subject. 

Mr.  Hahpbr  believed  it  would  be  must  proper 
to  refer  all  these  subjects  to  the  Commitlee  of  tbe 
Whole  on  the  state  of  tbe  UnioD,  as  this  was  a 
committee  which  bad  always  a  preference  to  all 
others.  He  iherefore  mofed  to  discharge  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  who  had  heretofore  bad 
this  businea.i  under  consideration,  in  order  to  refer 
the  whole  to  a  Commiitee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union. 

Agreed  to,  and  referred  accordingly. 


Fridav,  Marcltd. 
„  was  received  from  the  Senate  in- 
forming the  House  that  they  had  receded  from  iheii 
amendment  lo  the  bill  providing  relief  for  the 
widows  and  orphans  of  certain  deceased  officers. 
This  was  a  pruposition  to  strike  oui "  militia  offi- 
cers ;"  which  being  receded  from,  relief  will  now 
he  granted  to  ihc  widows  and  orphans  of  militia 
officers. 

The  following  bills  were  read  tbe  third  lime, 
and  passed,  viz  : 

The  bill  declaring  the  assonl  of  Congress  to  an 
act  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachuseiis; 

The  bill  limiting  the  time  wiihio  which  claims 
acainai  the  United  States  for  credits  on  the  books 
of  the  Treasury  shall  be  presented  for  allowance ; 
which  was  8iced  for  the  1st  of  March,  1799 ;  and 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Sylvanus  Crowell. 

Mr.  GiLLEBPiB  proposed  a  resolution  for  in- 

i.  That  the  PrejtJent  of  the  United 


'.-.je 


ttnebr,  aiuinwerHl  la  ■uilurti 
und  Iniebied  lo  ibe  Unllsil  Siaii 


eiHnd,  under  hia  aincilon,  tbe  auma  napect 

Jn  (unllrlnK  ihelr  porlB  and  liartxKa ;  and  the 

an eipcndi^ ahill  tie  oaaiedlallieaedllDf  II 

count  of  the  tialuice*  foutut  awl  mwMd  bv  Um  hiuujib 

KiHini  ihe  iccauma   Mlweep  the  Ueiiea  Siatea  and 

vliluai^Sulei,  u  lie  due  fninLhaaaid  Statealf  Ihe  Unit 

Prnltlid,  Tlir  aaid  Buitt  ttiill  and  do  cede  u  the  tint 
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ttrucling  the  Committee  of  Commerce  aod  Man- 
ufsctnres  to  inquire  iolo  the  expediency  of  pass- 
ing a  law  declaring llie  assent  of  ConRT^s  to  the 
Sipointment  of  a  health  officer  at  Wilmington,  In 
nrth  Carolina,  and  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise ; 
which  was  agreed  to. 

Another  message  was  received  from  the  Senate 
informing  the  House  that  the;  insisted  upon  their 
amendment,  which  had  been  disapreed  to  by  this 
House,  to  the  hill  for  the  relief  of  refugees  from 
Canada  and  Nova  Scotia. 

HENRT  HILL. 

Od  motion  of  Mr.  Habpeh  the  House  resolved 
ttsdfintoa  Committeeof  the  Whole  on  the  report 
of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  petition  of 
Henry  Hill, and  thesereral  reports  thereon  ;  when 
th«  following  resolution  came  under  confident- 

"ReaoUied,  That  the  accounting  oficera  of  the  Tiea' 
■DTT  cause  the  umi  of  99,T6B  61  centa,  charged  to  the 
It  accoDDt  of  JabD  Banfei,  on  Uie  31st  daj  of 
bei,  1763,  to  be  credited  to  die  nid  John  Banks  ; 
and  that  the  sum  so  credited  be  charged  to  the  ac- 
connta  of  anch  other  person  as  in  their  opinioD  shall  be 
justly  cliargeaUe  therewith ;  and  that  the;  charge  the 
Midcoatrmct  scconjit  nith  all  such  soma  as  have  been 
paid  by  the  United  States,  to  indemnii;  the  estate  of 
Oeneral  Greene  for  debts  by  him  paid  or  secured  to  be 
paid  of  the  said  John  Banks,  or  of  John  Banks  and 
Cotopany." 

TbequestioD  was  divided,  and  the  sense  of  the 
committee  was  taken  upon  the  Srst  part,  ending 
with  the  words  "chargeable  therewith,"  and  car- 
ried without  a  division. 

Afier  a  long  debate  on  the  subject,  in  which  the 
claim  of  Henry  Hill  was  advocated  by  Messrs. 
Habfbb  and  Otis,  and  opposed  by  Messrs.  Coit, 
Dana.  Nicaot.A8,  Venablb,  J-  Williams,  and 
Spraqde,  the  letter  port  of  the  resolution  was 
agreed  to,  there  being  64  members  in  favor  of  it. 


Mono  AT,  March  12. 

Hr.  Baldwin,  from  the  CDtmnittee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate^  providing 
for  the  amicable  settlement  of  the  limits  of  Geor- 
gia, reported  the  bill  without  amendment.  It 
was  eommitted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
for  to-morrow. 

Hr.  Cbamplin  presented  s  petition  from  the 
inhabitants  of  Warren  in  Rhode  Island,  praying 
that  the  Warren  river  may  be  staked  out  at  the 
expense  of  the  United  States.  Referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufactures,  with 
power  tu  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

HOLDERS  OF  BILLS  OF  CREDtT. 


t«port  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  memorials  and  peiiiioits  of  Jo- 
seph Ball,  and  others,  holders  of  bills  of  credit, 
emitted  in  pursuance  of  a  reEoluiion  of  Congress 
of  the  I8th  of  March,  1780.  The  report  wsEresd 
as  ft^ows :  ' 

5th  Con.— 40 


That  a  staleineill  of  the  case  of  the  hoidere  of  billa 
of  this  description  is  contained  in  a  report  of  the  ac- 
counting officers  of  the  Treasury,  made  on  the  !Mth 
dsy  of  December,  1 TS6,  in  pqnnance  of  an  act  entitled 
"  An  act  relaliTe  to  clauns  against  the  United  State*  not 
barred  by  any  act  of  limitation  and  nhich  haie  not 
been  already  adjusted,"  in  the  words  following,  to 
ftit: 

••Class  8.  The  elsimsof  this  last  sie  fonuded on billa 
of  credit,  j^ommunly  called  bills  of  the  new  emiaajoit, 
isanedon  the  funds  of  individnal  Stales,  pursuant  to  an 
act  of  Congress  of  the  18th  of  Msrch,  1780.  The  fbU 
lowing  clause  of  Uie  said  act  shows  in  what  event  the 
United  BUtea  were  to  become  anaweiable  tai  the  pay- 
ment of  these  bills,  '  that  the  said  new  bills  issue  on 
the  funds  of  individual  States  for  that  purpose  eatab- 
liehed,  and  be  signed  by  persons  appointed  by  them,  and 
that  the  bi^  of  the  United  titales  be  also  pledged  tat 
the  payment  of  the  said  bills  in  case  any  State  on  whose 
funds  they  shall  be  emitted,  should,  by  the  events  of 
war,  be  rendered  incmpsbleofredeemlngthem.' 

"  The  interest  accruing  on  them  was  to  have  been 
paid  by  the  United  States  annually  if  called  for,  in  bills 
of  exchange  on  Europe,  and  the  amount  charged  to  the 
States  reapectively.  It  does  not  appear,  however,  that 
any  such  payments  were  made. 

"It la  understood  that  the  several  States  concerned 
have  passed  laws  for  the  redemption  of  their  respective 
portions  of  this  money,  and  it  is  preanmable  that  the  &r 
greater  part  thereof  has  been  redeemed  accordingly. 
The  bills  Ibr  which  payOient  is  now  claimed  are  chiefly 
of  those  issued  by  the  States  of  New  Hampshire,  Maa- 
sachusetia,  and  Rhode  Island. 

"  This  species  of  paper  has  never  been  considered  as 
forming  an;  part  of  the  debt  of  the  United  States." 

'    the  variooi  arrangements  which  have  been  made 

I  the  esl^lishment  of  the  present  Government,  rel- 

to  the  debt  of  the  United  Slates,  no  provision  has 

been  made  for  these  billa ;  they  appear  from  the 

ftce  of  them  to  be  evidences  of  debt  against  the  8tat«* 


charge  against  those  States ;   and  it  was   reasonably  to 

iresnmed   that  the  Statee   concerned   would  make 

such  provision  as  the  justice  and  equity  of  the  case 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  his  report  of  the 
16th  of  January,  I79G,  recommended  that  sachof  theaa 
bills  as  had  been  eihthiled  at  the  Tieasmy,  in  pursu- 
ance of  the  act.  entitled  "  An  act  relative  to  claims 
gainst  the  United  States,  not  barred  by  an  act  of  lim- 
itation, and  which  had  not  been  abeady  adjuslad," 
amounting  to  <itm  sum  of  990,674,  shotild  be  provided 
for  by  taking  the  principal  sum  of  them,  without  mter- 
eat,  on  loan  at  five  per  centum,  payable  quarter-yearly, 
redeecnaUe-  at  the  pleasure  of  the  United  States,  al^ 
payable  in  thirty  years,  he  remarks : 

That  the  resolntiona  of  Congressand  the  endorse- 
ment upon  those  bills  engage  the  absolute  promise  of 
the  United  State*  for  the  payment  of  the  interest,  inda- 
finitely,  and  their  eventual  guarantee  of  the  principal, 
in  ewe  any  State  on  whose  funds  the  bills  should  be 
emitted  should,  by  the  events  of  war,  be  rendered  iniM- 
ble  to  redeem  them ;  which  is  in  eflect,  though  not 
form,  an  absolute  guarantee  of  the  principal ;  for  the 
lited  States  are  bouud  to  pay  the  interest,  peipstn- 
y,  till  that  is  discha»ed. 

"  Good  faith  demands  that  the  United  Sutes  should 
supply  the  omissions  of  the  State*  which  issued  the  bills. 
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by  providing  themselvea  at  least  for  tba  inUmt  upon 
them ;  but  it  is  not  u  «uf  to  pronounca  od  nh&t  terms 
they  ought  to  be  proTidud  for. 

*>  On  their  bee,  and  ueordiDg  to  the  DnrevokeJ  jtmo- 
lutiona  of  CoDgieet,  (hey  ire  of  ipecie  value  equal  to 
Utaic  nominal  amonnt,  beuing  fire  pei  MnU  interest. 

"  But  it  ii  known  that  they  trace  iasaed  bj  diflenmt 
Btate*,  at  diflerent  inbiioT  valuee.  Axed  by  preriaua 
laws. 

"  The  true  nature  of  the  contract,  therefore,  and  the 
true  equil;  of  the  case,  are,  Jrom  these  diEbmstancaa, 
involved  in  aaioe  question." 

The  prapowtion  of  the  Secretarj  on  thii  aubject  -was 
not  adopted  bv  Congress. 

It  is  a  notorious  fact  that  these  billi  sunk  in  the  suae 
Torlei  of  depreciation  nith  the  old  Continental  billi ; 
•nd  while  they  continued  (o  ciicuEate,  were  generally 
in  the  ratio  of  forty  of  the  old  for  one  of  the  new, 

Tbii  anfortunate  depiedatian,  which  operated  upon 
•II  the  piper  money,  notes,  and  certiiicatea,  issued 
4uiing  the  mar,  necessitated  the  United  States  to  adopt 
principles  relative  to  them  which  cannot  spply  in  cases 
of  or^narj  contract.  The  States,  individually,  have 
Msumed  aimilai  principles,  and,  in  making  provision 
for  the  bills  in  queitloo,  in  some  instances,  have  consi- 
dered them  as  a  depreciated  currency. 

The  committee  are  informed  that  all  the  SUtes  who 
iaaued  bills  of  this  description,  have  already  made  f>n>- 
vinon  for  their  redemption,  either  at  their  nominal 
■mount,  or  at  a  certain  ratio  of  depreciation,  eicept  the 
State  of  Rhode  Iiland ;  and  they  think  it  fairly  to  be 
presumed  that  the  States  have  made  as  liberal  a  provi- 
mon  as  the  nature  of  the  case  demanded. 

The  United  States  have  once  made  allowances  to  the 
several  States,  iu  settlement  of  their  accounts  for  the 
anpplies  'for  which  those  bills  were  issued.  Should  they 
make  any  further  praviiion,  they  must  consider  the 
•everal  States  indebted  to  them  for  the  amount  of  eu^ 
pioviaiona. 

Prom  an  attentive  consideration  of  all  the  drcum- 
(tances  of  this  case,  (which  tha  committee  have  endes- 
Tored  fiilly  to  eiamine  and  present  to  the  view  of  the 
Bouse,)  they  are  of  opinion  that  it  will  nol  be  expe- 
dient for  Congress  to  make  any  provieion  for  the  pay- 
ment of  said  bills.  They  therefore  recommend  that  the 
petitionen,  respectively,  have  leave  to  withdraw  their 
pottlioiu. 

The  report  was  adTooted  by  Messrs.  CoiT,  Ma- 
con, Nicholas,  Gordon,  and  Gallatin  ;  and  was 
opposed  by  Messrs.  D.  Footer.  Sbwall,  LiviNoa- 
TOB,  Otis,  J.  WiLLiana,  and  Davton. 

The  latter  gentleman  thought  the  leport  of  th« 
GOmmiltee  was  incomplete,  as  it  did  not  appear 
aufficienlly  to  have  diatiDsoished  between  thi;  pria- 
cipal  and  the  interest  of  these  biU».  He  a^eed 
With  the  committee  with  respect  to  the  principal, 
but  wss  of  opinion  the  United  States  were  boaiid 
to  pay  the  interest,  and  that,  as  the  Slates  which 
had  neglected  to  make  due  proTJeion  for  the>« 
bilb  were  creditor  States  with  (he  United  States, 
ADf  sum  which  Coneresi  should  agree  (o  pay 
night  be  justly  se(  on*  against  what  was  due  (o 
them.  He  hoped,  therefore,  the  report  would  be 
lecommilted,  and  a  distinction  made  betwe«D  the 
principal  and  interest. 

Al^er  some  conversation  on  this  subject, in  which 
it  was  stated  that  there  would  be  no  end  gained 
by  a  recommittal,  and  if  the  report  was  not  suf- 


ficiently explicit,  it  might  be  made  so,  the  question 
on  agreeing  to  the  report  was  put  and  carried — 
there  being  62  votes  for  it. 

The  committee  then  rose,  and  the  Mouse  took  t^ 

the  report ;  which,  after  being  amended  by  adding, 

after  the  word  '*  bills,"  or  any  initrt*t  thereon,  U 

was  agreed  to — there  being  52  votes  in  its  favor. 

COMMERCE  AND  NAVIGATION. 

Mi.  Livihobton  said,  he  was  instructed  by  the 
Comrailtee  of  Commerce  and  Manufactures  to 
ask  for  the  appointment  of  a  member  upon  that 
committee  in  tlie  place  of  Mr.  Swanwick,  whose 
ill  state  of  health  did  not  permit  him  to  attend  the 
House.    Agreed  to ;  and  Mr.  Otis  was  appointed. 

Mr.  L.  added,  that  he  wished  to  ask  an  explana- 
tion of  the  House  respecting  an  important  sub- 
ject. Two  acts  of  the  British  Pail iamen I  had  been 
referred,  generally,  to  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  and  there  had  been  some 
doubts  in  the  committee  as  to  the  proper  course 
to  be  taken.  Some  members  thought  the  object 
of  the  reference  must  hare  been  for  them  to  state 
facts  relative  to  iheir  operation,  or  to  report  what 
measures  may  be  necessary  to  be  taken  iu  conse- 
quence of  their  operation,  which  would  seriously 
affect  the  commerce  and  navigation  of  the  Uni' 
ted  States.  In  order  10  determine  this  point,  he 
proposed  the  following  resolution  for  the  adoption 
of  tne  House : 

"  Remhed,  That  the  Committee  of  Commerro  and 
Manufactures  be  instniotad  t«  eiamine  the  two  acta  of 
the  British  Parliament  referred  to  them,  and  report  tha 
operation  thereof  on  tha  commerce  and  navigation  «t 
the  United  States." 

Oo  motion  of  Mr.  Ons,  it  was  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  Uble. 

Tdibsat,  March  13. 

Mr.  LiviNOSTON  observed,  that  the  Senate 
havinfc  innsted  on  their  amendmenti  to  the  I»1I 
aSbrdiDg  relief  to  the  refugees  from  Canada  and 
Nova  Scotia,  he  wished  a  committee  of  confer- 
ence to  be  appointed  to  confer  with  the  Senate. 

The  Speaker  said,  it  was  first  necessary  for  the 
House  to  determine  that  they  would  not  recede 
from  their  disagreement  to  their  amendments. 

The  sense  of  the  House  was  accordingly  taken, 
and  having  determined  lo  insist  on  their  disagree- 
ment, a  committee  of  coofereDce  was  appointedt 
lo  which  the  Senate  subsequently  anoounced 
their  agreement. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  ■  comnm- 
oication  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  enr 
closing  a  report  on  the  petition  of  the  Portland 
Marine  Society,  who  pray  for  certain  buoys  to  be 
pliced  in  Portland  harbor.  The  report  is  favor- 
able, recommending  the  placing  of  six  buoys  in 
the  said  harbor,  the  expense  of  which  is  estima- 
ted at  8400.  The  report  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Commerce  and  Maoufaciares,  with 
instraciions  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 
RELATIONS  WITH  FRANCE. 

Mr.  Sewall  wished  (he  House  to  go  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  sute  of  the  Union, 
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in  otiIct  lo  tafae  into  considetaiion  the  resolutions 
whii^h  had  been  referred  iherelo. 

Mr.  NtcBoLAS  hoped  the  House  would  not  go 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union  li>-day,  as  ihey  had  some  reason  to  ei- 
pect  further  information  from  the  President  of 
the  United  Stales,  with  respect  to  our  dispute 
■with  France.  The  letter  communicated  from  our 
Commissioners  refers  to  other  letters.  It  says, 
"  we  see  no  better  prospect  ol  our  being  received 
than  when  we  wrole  taai."  He  wished  to  have 
the  information  to  which  this  letter  refers;  since, 
if  it  was  true  that  all  negotiation  was  at  an  end 
■with  the  French  Government,  it  was  proper  the 
information  should  be  kid  before  the  Legislature, 
He  hoped,  therefore,  the  House  would  wail  for  a 
daj  or  two  to  see  whether  or  not  further  informa- 
tion would  be  sent   to  the  House  on  this  subject. 

Mr.  Sewalu  said,  that  the  House  were  already 
informed,  that,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Commis- 
mDners,all  prospect  of  negotiation  with  the  French 
Qo7emmeat  had  ceased;  but,  as  further  commu 
nications  on  the  subject  might  be  expected,  ih< 
■elect  committee  did  not  wish  the  House  at 
present  to  go  into  any  new  measures,  but  merely 
to  go  into  a  consideration  of  the  resolutions  re- 
ported in  January  last,  which  might  be  done 
without  any  further  information  from  the  Presi- 
dent, He  supposed  the  information  which  had 
been  sent   to  the  House  was  intended  to  hasten 


should  do  so  with  as  much  unanimity  as  passi- 
ble. 

Mr.  Nicholas  justified  what  he  had  before  ob- 
served with  respect  lo  the  letter  of  our  Commis- 
sioners, which,  ne  said,  contained  no  facts,  but  re- 
ferred to  their  former  communications,  and  again 
urged  the  impropriety  of  going  into  ine  busineaa 


e  with  the 


egen- 
Com- 


GOnniry;  and  if  no  information  at  all  bad  been 
received  from  France,  he  supposed  the  House 
would  ba7e  thought  it  necesE«ary  lo  have  gone 
into  the  defensive  meestires  proposed,  though  ihey 
might,  in  that  case,  have  driven  it  till  towards  the 
close  of  the  session. 

Mr.  Habpes  said,  if  he  could  be  of  opinion  that 
all  the  members  of  this  House  were  satisfied  as  to 
■the  necessity  of  going  atpresent  into  the  measures 
proposed,  he  should  be  ready  to  go  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  ihe  stale  of  the  Union, 
He  himself  thought  there  was  information  suffi- 
eienl  in  the  communication  which  had  been  re- 
ceived lo  authorize  the  House  in  immediately 
'      "     '  but  as  he    '     '     ' 

.      -reofthisopi 

as  more  might  be  expected,  he  wished  to  wait  lor 
it,  as  it  might  produce  greater  unanimity  as  to  the 
necessity  of  tlie  measures  which  it  might  t>e 
thought  proper  to  take. 

Mr.  Dana  said,  though  the  Commissioners  had 
wrilieo  a  folio  before,  the  letter  which  bad  been 
laid  before  the  House  was  the  result  of  the  whole, 
as  they  tell  the  Pr&^ident  they  have  abandoned  all 
hope  of  an  accommodation.  And  he  thought  we 
were  brought  to  that  situation  in  which  we  must 
say  whether  we  will  take  any  means  for  the  pre- 
servation of  out  rights  and  liberties,  or  submit  to 
the  depredations  and  insults  committed  upon  us 
by  a  foreign  Power. 

Mr.  J.  Williams  hoped  the  House  would  wait 
for  the  further  information  which  might  be  ex- 
pected from  the  Ptesideot^  as  it  was  desirable  that 
when  the   House  went  into  thia  subject,  they 


RcTLBDQE  could  not  as;: 

I  from  Virginia  that  the  T< 

oers  contained  no  facts.  He  thouaht  it 
contained  a  most  important,  a  very  mournful  fact. 
It  staled  that  the  re presenta lives  of  this  country 
had  been  four  months  in  Paris  soliciting  for  an 
audience,  and  couIlI  not  have  it.  What,  he  asked, 
had  the  House  lo  do  with  the  previous  informa- 
tion? The  re-iult  was  known,  viz  :  that  our  Com- 
missioners would  not  be  received,  and  that  was 
sufficient.  Besides,  what  gentlemen  were  nov 
called  upon  to  do  was  no  more  than  was  intended 
to  have  been  done  some  time  ago,  but  was  post- 
poned for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  some  inforioa- 
tion  as  to  the  expenditures  which  had  already 
laken  place  with  respect  to  ihe  frigates.  Whether 
any  further  information  was  received  on  the  sub- 
ject of  our  dispule  with  France  or  not,  gentlemen 
would  certainly  think  it  necessary  to  equip  and 
man  Ihe  frigaies,  and  to  have  some  vessels  for  the 
protection  of  our  coasts.  Why  then  should  not 
the  business  be  in  a  stat?  of  progression?  For 
though  the  President  had  said  he  would  make  a 
further  communication  on  this  subject,  he  might 
not  think  it  wise  to  do  so  at  present,  besides,  it 
is  well  known  that  continual  depredations  are 
Committed  upon  our  vessels  on  our  coasts,  and  the 
Governor  of  South  Carolina  had  lately  informed 
the  Executive  that  a  vessel  had  been  destroyed  by 
the  harbor  of  Charleston.    If  the 


of  things,  he 


defence,  when  such  v 
feared  they  never  would  be  u 
sures  of  this  kind.  The  eyes  of  the  American 
people  were  placed  upon  Congress,  and  impa^ 
tienlly  waiting  to  see  what  measures  wouid  be 
taken  by  tbem.  Post  after  post  was  especled  to 
gratify  this  anxiety ;  and  »honld  it  now  be  said 
that  Congress  was  waiting  for  further  informatioa 
before  they  would  agree  to  go  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  subject  of  defensive  mea- 
sures? Something  more,  he  thought,  was  neces- 
sary, and  something  more  was  expected  from  them 
by  the  public. 

Mr,  Hartley  said,  the  House  might  safety  go 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  slate  of 
the  Union.  A  resolution  for  equipping  the  frigates 
was  the  first  in  order,  and  he  supposed  there 
would  be  no  objection  to  taking  up  thai  subject. 
The  purchasing  of  vessels  would  be  another  con- 
sideration. He  believed  the  people  were  much 
surprised  at  the  delay  which  haa  taken  place  in 
this  business.  When  we  had  a  dispute  with 
Great  Britain,  he  said,  an  Envoy  Extraordinary 
was  sent  to  that  country,  and  our  differences  were 
accommodated ;  but  the  French  refuse  to  receive 
our  Commissioners,  which  is  a  proof  thlt  they 
most  despise  this  country,  and  he  feared  it  wools 
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be  necessary  lo  Uke  very  strong  measures  before  I 
CoDgrea.s  rose.     At  present,   be  supposed,   there  | 
would  be  no  objeclioD  to  the  taking  of 
for  the  protection  of  our  coast. 

Mr.  Oria. — If  he  was  disposed  on  any 
to  exnmioe  the  motives  of  eentlemen,  he  should 
"iay  that  it  appeared  to  him  tney  were  desirous  of 
inventiii^  apologies  for  prolonging  the  state  of 
degradation  to 'which  the  country  was  reduced. 
This  Geemed  to  be  the  tendency  of  their  objec- 
tions. It  had  atw«y;s  occurred  to  faim  that  it 
would  have  been  wise  and  politic  lo  hare  con- 
sidered what  OUT  situation  required,  without  a 
particular  reference  to  any  foreign  country,  and 
to  have  adapted  such  measures  for  our  defence 
aa  necessity,  and  a  respect  for  our  national  honor, 
required,  without  appearing  to  point  them  against 
■ny  one  nation.  He  was  still  of  the  same  opin- 
ion. Certain  defensive  measures  may  be  agreed 
Upon,  without  forcing  into  view  our  situation  with 
respect  to  any  oiber  nation,  and  without  any  oc- 
casion to  assume  a  hostile  appearance.  Consider- 
iog  tfae  subject  in  this  light,  what  are  the  resolu- 
tions proposed  to  be  considered  1  A  proposition  { 
for  finishing  the  frigates,  an  appropriation  of  e  j 
•um  of  money  for  a  foundry,  (of  which  no  com- ' 
mercial  nation  onght  to  be  aestitute^  and  another  ' 
for  improving  our  fortificarions.  Two  of  these  I 
measures,  he  said,  had  long  since  been  sanctioned 
by  the  House,  and  they  were  all  necessary  for  the  j 
protection  of  our  commerce,  which  was  now  in  ( 
danger  of  being  utterly  destroyed.  The  city  of' 
Phiradelphie  alone,  within  the  last  sixty  days,  had 
lost  half  a  million  of  dollars.  The  measures  now 
proDOsed  were  merely  defensive,  and  had  already 
Dnaergonedi*cus.--ion;  bullittle  difference  of  opin- 
ion could  exist  upon  the  propriety  of  principles 
which  had  been  settled  and  agreed  upon.  It 
would  be  time  enough  to  eipatiate  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  our  Commissioners  to  France  when  ne 
measures  shall  be  brought  forward,  originating  ._ 
the  failure  of  their  mission.  As  to  the  wishes  of 
his  friends  from  South  Carolina  and  New  York, 
for  unanimity,  be  confessed  he  did  not  contem- 
plate any  sreat  unanimity  with  respect  to  all  the 
measures  that  would  be  necessary  to  be  pursued 
in  the  present  crisis.  He  believed  it  would  be  in- 
cumbent on  those  who  considered  the  nation  as 
placed  in  a  dangerous  situation  to  advocate  such 
measures  as  shall  appear  to  them  necessary,  what' 
ever  might  be  the  conduct  or  sentiments  of  others; 
and  however  sincerely  he  might  wish  for  the 
event,  he  saw  nothing  which  encouraged  him  to 
expect  unanimity  in  (heir  determinatious.  He 
believed,  therefore,  gentlemen  must  dispense  with 
this  advantage,  and  do  what  was  requisite  for  our 
eJence  and  honor — they  must  do  their 

'X  ■■  _  ■     —  ' 

man  who  had 


duly  and  leave  the  event  to  Providence. 

r.  PiNCKNET  could  not  agree  with  the  gentle- 
sat  down,  in  throwing  any  im- 
putation upon' gentlemen  who  wished  to  protract 
the  consideration  of  the  business  proposed. 

Mr-  Otis  explained  by  saying  that  he  had  ex- 
pressly, stated  that  E^  OR  any  occation  he  thought 
It  justifiable  to  investigate  the  motives  of  gentle- 
men, he  should  be  inclined  to  do  it  at  present. 


Mr,  P.  could  have  wished  that  he  had  omitted 
thai  part  of  his  observations  which  might  bear 
that  construction.  Allusions  of  this  kind  were 
best  kept  out  of  sight.  He  believed  all  had  the 
same  views.  All,  he  believed,  wished  to  avoid 
war.  He  was  sure  this  was  the  desire  of  both 
sides  of  the  House.  Unfortunately  they  differed 
in  the  means  best  to  be  pursued  for  preserving 
peace.  Some  gt-ntlemen  think  it  is  wisest  to  h« 
prepared  for  the  worst.  He  was  of  the  latter 
opinion ;  but  he  believed  that  the  motives  of  gen- 
tlemen  who  differed  from  him  in  opinion  were 
equally  pure  with  his  own.  Perfect  unanimity 
as  to  the  means  to  be  pursued,  could  scarcely  be 
expected  ;  but,  he  believed  there  was  perfect  una- 
nimity both  in  thai  House,  and  throughout  th« 
country,  in  a  wish  to  avola  war.  Witb  respect 
to  the  question  before  the  House,  it  did  not  go  (o 
the  point  which  gentlemen  apprehended.  It  weitt 
only  10  the  providing  of  the  means  of  protectitm 
at  home;  and  the  reason  why  this  sun ject  was 
now  broughi  forward,  he  believed,  was  owing  to 
the  unusual  unanimity  which  had  appeared  in 
the  select  committee  ns  to  the  propriety  of  the 
measure.  The  consideration  of  any  other  meas- 
ures which  mi^ht  be  necessary  in  consequence  of 
our  dispute  with  France,  such  as  arming  our 
merchantmen,  an  embargo,  or  convoys,  would  be 
postponed  until  it  was  seen  whether  auy  farther 
information  would  be  received  from  the  Presi- 
dent. Mr,  P.  said,  it  appeared  to  the  committee 
that  there  was,  ai  least,  a  probability  that  this 
country  might  be  involvea  in  war;  and  they 
thought  we  ought  not  to  exhibit  (he  extraordina- 
ry spectacle  of  rem 

der  this  idea,  Mr,  P,  thought  (ber'e  was  n 
sity  for  postponing  the  measure,  and  hoped  gen- 
tlemen would,  therefort  see  the  propriety  orgo- 
ing  into  a  Committee  of^  the  Whole  at  present. 
If  there  was  a  difference  of  opinion  as  lo'the  pro- 
priety of  entering  upon  any  particular  subject,  it 
might  be  postponed ;  but  he  supposed  there  would 
be  certain  measures  upon  which  there  would  be 
a  pretty  genetal  agreement. 

Mr.  Giles  did  not  suppose  a  few  days  detav 
would  make  any  difference  in  (he  present  btiai- 
ness.  So  far  be  self-defence  would  go,  he  was  as 
ready  to  act  as  any  member  in  the  House ;  but 
there  were  different  ideas  of  self-defence.  It  was 
bis  idea  (hat  it  could  not  be  carried  beyond  our 
coast — where,  however,  he  did  not  expect  any  as- 
sault. But  defence  there  was  always  proper.  It 
had  been  said  that  there  was  liitle  probability 
that  any  unanimity  could  take  place  as  to  the 
measures  necessary  to  be  taken.    He  asked  the 

Sntleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  One)  whe- 
er  his  hvpothelical  way  of  treating  the  sub- 
ject, and  tbose  who  differed  from  him  in  opin- 
ion, was  calculated  to  produce  unauimity  7  Mr. 
G.  said  he  differed  in  opinion  from  the  gentlemaD 
from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  PincknevV  He  did 
not  believe  that  all  the  members  of  tbat  House 
were  in  favor  of  peace.  He  believed  some  of 
them  were  in  favor  of  war.  He  bad  formed  thla 
opinioD  from  a  variety  of  declaratioD*  which  he 
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had  heard  in  that  House,  and  fioa  the  variety  of 
measures  which  had  been  proposed.  No  gentle- 
man could  satisfy  fab  miod  that  he  was  in  favor 
of  peace,  when  he  look  arms  ia  hi^  hands  to  go 
to  war.     He  beliered   that   there  was  not  only  a 

Sart  of  this  House,  hut  a  part  of  Goveionient, 
etenniaed  oa  war.  He  was  himself  for  peacie  ; 
and  geatlemen  nughl  ascribe  to  him  what  mo- 
tives they  pleased.  On  the  other  hand,  thoge 
in  faTot  of  war,  at  all  events,  would  take  ibe 
responsibility  of  that  measure.  If,  theo,  there 
was  a  tear  motive,  and  a  peofe  motive,  it  was 
Tain  to  ei^I  unanimity.  He  had  some  rea- 
son for  objecting  to  this  measiure  under  this 
view.  He  considered  the  present  propositions  as 
intended  to  afford  a  defence  beyond  tne  limits  of 
the  Uoited  Stales,  as  a  part  of  that  system  which 
had  a  direct  tendency  to  involve  us  in  war.  It 
was  said  this  was  only  the  commencemenl  of  a 
system,  and  it  was  this  system  which  gave  him 
most  aiaiat. 

But  it  was  said,  there  is  great  impatience  in 
the  public  to  know  what  Congress  intend  to  do. 
If  this  is  the  case,  this  impatience,  he  said,  ought 
not  to  be  indulged.  He  did  not  wish  to  be  liut- 
lied  into  measures  by  any  such  suggestion.  He 
believed  if  there  is  an  impatience  in  the  public,  it 
ia  in  favor  of  peace,  and  produced  by  the  feats  of 

Mr.  Q.  asked  whether  the  House  had  all  the 
necessary  information  before  them.  The  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Botledoe)  in- 
formed the  House  that  our  CommissionerB  had 
not  had  an  audience.  He  did  not  know  the  tech- 
nical meaning  of  the  word  audience.  He  sup- 
posed they  had  addressed  themselves  to  the  Min- 
ister of  Foreign  Affairs ;  but,  perhaps,  after  some 
objections  as  to  their  power,  they  may  not  hate 
been  received.  The  gentleman  says  the  letter  of 
our  Commissioners  exhibits  a  lamentable  fact. 
This  is  true;  but  is  it  not  necessary  to  know  what 
led  to  if?  Ought  not  the  House  to  be  in  posses- 
sion of  a  history  of  the  proceedings  ?'  It  surely 
ought.  Suppose  those  Commissioners  were  not 
possessed  of  proper  power^  could  it  be  expected 
they  would  be  received?  When  the  House  knew 
the  ground  upon  which  our  Ministers  had  been 
refused,  they  would  he  able  to  speak  upon  the 
subject. 

He  would  meniioD  another  circumstance,  in 
which  he,  for  once,  coiocided  in  opinion  with  the 
Sentleman  from  Massachusetts,  viz  :  that  the 
House  ought  to  lake  up  the  subject  without  refer- 
ence to  any  foreign  Power,  and  merely  as  it  re- 
•pects  our  commerce.  But  had  they,  he  asked, 
all  the  information  which  they  could  wish  on  thb 
subject?  He  believed  not.  There  were  two  acts 
of  the  British  Farliament  which  were  more  alarm- 
ine  even  than  the  decree  of  the  French  Directory. 
The  French  had  made  an  attack  upon  our  neutral 
lights ;  that  was,  however,  temporary,  but  the 
other  was  fixed.  And  the  real  injustice  to  be  ap- 
prehended was  infinitely  greater  from  the  British 
statutes,  than  from  the  decree  of  the  Directory. 

And  Defore  he  sal  down,  he  would  remark,  tbat 
though  those  acts  passed  in  July  last,  and  it  might 


be  presumed  thai  our  Minister  would  not  be  dila- 
tory in  transmitting  them,  so  that  Ihey  must  have 
been  received  in  August  or  September,  yet  Ihey 
were  not  till  lately  laid  before  the  House,  and 
that  after  a  proposition  was  brought  forward  to 
call  for  them.  They  have  since  been  referred  to 
the  Commiltee  of  Commerce  and  Manufaclures, 
and  ibey  will  not  report,  and  the  chairman  has 
laid  a  resolution  upon  the  table  for  the  purpose  of 
producing  a  report. 

Mr.  Harpeb  said,  it  was  not  unusual  for  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  to  display  his  igoarance 
of  facts.  If  it  jvas,  it  would  appear  wonderful 
that  he  should  be  ignorant  that  these  acts  had 
long  since  been  before  the  public  in  the  newspa- 

Mr.  GiLEB  did  not  suppose  that  the  gentleman 
from  South  Caiohna  would  get  much  from  his 
polite  method  of  expressing  himself.  He  knew 
It  was  usual  for  him  to  suppose  be  had  a  monopo- 
ly of  knowledge ;  but  he  did  not  suppose  his  tell- 
ing an  enlightened  assembly  this,  could  produce 
any  effect  in  his  favor.  He  could  only  say  he 
had  not  seen  theiie  acts  in  any  newspaper,  though 
he  was  in  the  habit  of  seeing  a.  great  number  of 
papers.  He  should  be  glad  to  see  them  there  j 
and  he  should  have  sent  ibem  for  publication, 
only  that  he  waited  for  the  committee's  report 
upon  them. 

Mr.  G.  concluded  by  saying,  he  disdained 
what  might  be  said  by  any  one  as  io  his  motives ; 
for  they  must  possess  more  ingenuity  than  he  to 
discover  any  interest  which  he  could  have  sepa- 
rate from  the  interest  of  the  country,  especially 
as  K  related  to  the  landed  interest  oi  the  coun- 
try. 

Mr.  S.  Shitb  said,  he  understood  it  was  the 
wish  of  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  for  the 
Protection  of  Commerce  and  the  Defence  of  the 
Country,  to  call  up  the  resolution  fur  completing 
and  equipping  the  frigates,  and  that  for  the  forti- 
fications, and  not  the  one  for  the  purchase  of  ad- 
ditional vessels. 

Mr.  Sbwall  said,  he  xhould  not  insist  upon  any 
•iher,  if  it  should  not  meet  with  the  wishes  of 
the  committee. 

Mr.  S.  SuiTH  was  in  favor  of  going  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  ihe  frigates  and  the 
forlificalLons.  He  supposed  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  would  be  able  to  give  the  necessarr 
information  with  respect  to  the  fiigstes ;  but  witn 
respect  to  the  other  matters  referred  to  the  same 
committee,  he  did  not  think  ihe  House  had  suffi- 
cient information  upon  which  to  act.  As  to  the 
two  acts  of  the  British  Parliament  which  had 
been  mentioned,  he  believed  they  would  be  more 
injurious  to  the  commerce  and  navigation  of  the 
United  States  than  the  arrtte  of  the  French  Di- 
rectory ;  though,  perhaps,  some  means  might  be 
taken  to  get  clear  of  them.  He  thought  it  prop- 
er that  this  subject  should  be  before  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union.  As 
to  the  publieation  of  these  acts,  he  himself  had 
seen  one  of  them  published  so  long  ago  as  last 
August.  Immediately  upon  his  coming  to  Con- 
gress, he  propoaed  to  have  called  for  them.    He 
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made  a  verbal  call,  and  [hejr  were  promised,  but 
they  were  not  reoeived  till  Sie  or  six  weeks  after- 
wards, in  [be  way  which  had  been  stated. 

Mi.  Cuaupl[n  said,  (here  was  nn  diflcrence  of 

X'nioD  in  the  Commiiieeof  Commerce  and  Man' 
clures  as  to  these  acts  being  in  strict  coDform- 
ity  to  the  treaty ;  the  only  difference  was  with 
respect  to  reporting  a  remedy  to  the  evils  arising 
from  them. 

The  Speaker  complained  that  gentlemen  did 
not  confine  ihemseWes  to  the  question.  What 
was  the  opinion  of  the  Coromitiee  of  Commerce 
and  Manufactures,  with  respect  .to  the  British 
acts,  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  present  question. 
Mr.  J.  Parker  thoucht  the  House  otignt  to  go 
into  a  Commiiiee  of  tne  Whole  on  tbe  state  of 
the  UaioD,  in  order  to  take  up  the  resolution 
with  respect  to  tbe  frigates.  Id  the  present  criti- 
cal Btale  of  out  country,  he  thought  it  was  neces- 
sary ibey  should  be  finished,  in  order  to  defend 
oui  commerce  against  the  pirates  of  one  nation  as 
well  as  those  of  another;  tor  he  wished  to  oppose 
the  unjust  attacks  of  all.  Officers,  he  said,  were 
appointed  for  the  frigates,  and  they  were  in  a 
state  of  readiness.  The  one  at  Baltimore  is  ready 
to  bend  her  sails,  and  mirht  be  got  into  the  ocear 
in  four  or  fire  weeks.  He  hoped,  therefore,  thi 
House  would  go  into  this  busmess;  though  th< 
other  subjects,  he  lliought,  would  be  best  deferred 
until  the  House  had  further  ioformaiion. 

Mr.  HARpex  bad  not  the  least  objection  to  go- 
ing into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  voting  a  sum  of  money  for  completing 
and  equipping  the  frigates-  It  vras  to  any  new 
measures  which  might  be  necessary  with  respect 
to  a  foreign  nation  that  he  alluded}  and,  though 
he  felt  prepared  to  go  into  any  of  the  iDeasnres 
proposed,  and  much  stronger  ones,  yet  he  saw 
there  were  genllemen  who  wished  to  hare  farther 
information  before  ther  acted.  And  when  they 
bad  the  history  of  the  ousiness  before  them,  they 
would,  probably,  be  convinced  of  the  propriety  of 
joining  to  carry  into  efi'ect  the  measures  proposed. 
If  a  few  votes  could  be  gained  by  this  delay,  he 
was  desirous  of  obtaining  them,  and  he  believed 
the  House  vould  airive  at  the  end  of  the  business 
■a  soon  as  if  they  were  now  to  go  into  it. 

Mr.  H.  justified  the  Executive  agftinst  the 
charge  of  delay  in  not  eommuoiaatiug  the  Bri- 
tish acts,  and  said  Ibey  were  well  known  to  the 
mcTcbaots  of  the  country,  at  their  correspondents 
in  England  took  care  to  give  them  every  interest- 
ing informatitm. 

With  respect  to  the  question  of  war  or  peace, 
he  would  state  his  opmion.    The  gentleman  from 
Virginia  had  said  that  he  did  not  believe  his  ci ' 
league,  when  ie  said  he  was  in  favor  of  peai 
As  to  himself,  he  had  several  times  acknowledged 
(l)at,if  genilemen  meant  bv  peace  that  we  should 
anhmit  to  the  insults  of  a  foreign  Power,  he  was 
not  for  peace ;  though  he  wished  to  preserve  it. 
and  would  do  all  he  conld  to  preserve  it,  if  we 
eould  obtain  redress  for  our  grievances.    But  if 
nothing  was  left  to  us,  but  either  to  lubmil 
to  war,  he  c«rtainlv  would  be  for  going  t( 
He  believed  that  tnit  was  the  sentiment  oT  the 


_)le,  which  would  be  re-echoed  from 
all  parts  of  the  Union.  He  believed  that  state  of 
things  was  arrived  when  this  country  must  either 
submit  or  resist.  He  was  willing,  however,  tQat 
a  delay  should  take  place  for  the  communicatioa 
which  mi^hc  be  expected  from  the  President. 

Mr.  Livingston  said,  until  this  moment,  he 
had  determined  to  give  his  vote  in  favor  of  going 
Dio  a  Committee  on  the  stale  of  the  Union,  for 
:he  purpose  of  voting  a  sum  to  equip  and  man  the 
frigates,  believing  that  that  measure  would  have 
relation  to  any  foreign  nation ;  but  when  he 
urard  gentlemen  say  they  were  prepared  for  war. 
and  that  the  period  va»  arrived  for  it,  he  dfeadeu 
to  put  arms  in  their  hands  lest  they  should  be 
made  ill  use  of.  If,  from  a  knowledge  of  the  late 
despatches,  the  gentleman  last  up  is  convinced 
that  all  negotiation  will  be  ineffectual,  [Mr. 
Habpeb  said  he  had  no  other  knowledge  than 
other  gentlemen  on  this  subiect]  and  that  a  de- 
claration of  war  must  take  place;  wiih  such  im- 
pressions, he  wished  to  keep  back  arms.  For,  since 
these  sentiments  were  avowed  on  this  floor,  bow 
did  he  know  but  the  Executive  might  concur  ia 
the  opinionl 

[The  SpEAKEB  said,  it  was  not  in  order  to  allude 
to  the  opinion  of  the  Executive.] 

He  believed  if  these  means  of  offence  or  defence 
were  put  in  the  hands  of  the  Executive,  that,  pro- 
vided he  concurred  in  opinion  with  these  gentle- 
men, they  would  be  employed  in  bringing  the 
country  into  a  war,  as  they  think  the  only  means 
of  preserving  the  hoaor  and  safety  of  the  nation 
lies  in  war.  Knowing  this,  and  willing  for  peace, 
would  it  not  be  insanity  to  put  arms  into  their 
handsT  He  believed  it  would,  and  he  could  not 
'  a  his  conscience  do  it. 

Mr.  Otis  was  ready  to  declare  his  opinion,  that, 
D  tbe  present  situation  of  this  country,  this  Aouse 
ogbt  daily  to  resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  slate  of  the  Union,  whe^ei 
they  were  likely  to  adopt  any  particoiar  resolu- 
tion, or  not.'  Surroundnl  as  we  are  by  danger, 
agitated  by  alarm,  insulted  abroad,  and  divided  at 
home,  the  House  ought  constantly  to  show  to  tbe 
people  that  the  anxious  cares  with  which  ther 
are  at  this  time  oppressed  rest  also  upon  the  minds 
of  the  members  of  that  House,  and  that  they  are 
desirous  of  inquiring  with  constant  solicitude 
whether  they  could,  or  could  not,  do  anything  to 
serve  their  country.  Yet,  notwithstanding  this 
perilous,  unprovided  state  of  the  nation,  he  was 
sorry  to  find  rentlemen  studious  to  avoid  all  mea- 
sures upon  which  the  peace,  the  liberty,  and  the 
happiness  of  the  country  depend. 

With  respect  to  the  (gentleman  from  Virginia: 
To  those  who  recollected  the  asperity  with  which 
he  generally  chose  to  express  his  opinions;  to 
those  who  remembered  the  temper  which  he  dis- 
covered the  last  session,  it  would  not  be  a  subject 
of  surprise  that  he  should  have  discharged  for  the 
first  time  those  "  phials  of  wrath,"  which  be  has 
been  engaged  in  filling  from  that  time  to  the  pre- 
sent, in  a  l>old,  ungraceful,  and,  in  his  opinion, 
disgraceful  assertion,  that  not  only  gentlemen  in  . 
that  Hoose,  hut  the   Executive  of  the  United 
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Slates,  wne  deriroas  of  w«r.     Th«  iltKk  wis 
nnktiicl,  cniel,  and  outrageous. 

The  gentleman  had  proceeded  to  remark  that 
he  geaerally  differed  from  him  in  opimon.  Mr. 
O.  ^id  that  to  proclaini  this  fact  waa  to  do  him 
honor;  and  that, in  the  same  proportion  that  his 
politiciil  B«i(iments  approached  to  thoie  of  that 
gentleman,  they  woalo  approximate  a  vortex  of 
prejudices  and  errors,  and  recede  from  those 
which  be  had  been  taught  to  coDsider  most  nearly 
eonnecied  with  the  happiness  of  his  oountrjr ;  and 
that  whatever  penonaf  respect  they  might  enter- 
tain for  OKch  other,  he  hoped  thejr  shotild  con- 
tinoe  10  differ  upon  political  topics. 

The  gentleman  had  blamed  nim  for  imputing  1 
■entiments  to  him  which  he  afterwanls  acknowH  i 
edged.  They  were,  that  gentlemen  were  anxious  { 
to  find  motires  of  delay  agaiost  providing  the  ; 
meana  of  proiecting  our  commerce.  This  he  had  j 
avowed,  by  saying  he  was  in  favor  of  defendiag 
tke  country  by  land,  but  not  by  sea.  Bnt,  Hia  ' 
Mr.  0-,  we  can  defend  ourtjelves  by  sea;  and  the  j 
people  of  America  will  defend  themselves  by  sea,  I 
as  well  as  by  land;  and  when  declarations  are  { 
made  which  are  calculated  to  palsy  the  efforts  of  ' 
the  people,  they  ODght  to  be  repflled.  And,  if 
that  gentleman,  or  some  others,  were  determined 
not  to  take  meaaurei  for  the  defence  of  our  com- 
merce, he  hoped  there  would  be  found  a  large 
majonty  in  that  House  who  would  do  ii.  He 
would  niuueir sooner  lose  his  right  hand  than  it 
ihoold  not  be  done;  indeed,  if  gentlemen  ihonld 
decide  that  commerce  should  not  be  protected, 
the  eoontry  would  not  long  be  worth  the  pains  of 
defimee ;  it  would  become  dis6nited,  and  there 
WODld  be  an  end  of  its  propriety. 
If  the  gentleman  from  Vii^inia  wished  him  to 
'  de^re  whom  be  thought  in  favor  of  war,  and 
whose  measures  led  to  il,  be  would  say  it  was 
thoae  irho  constantly  impeached  the  Bxecutive 
authority — who  uttered  sentiments  which  bad  a 
tendency  to  dispirit  the  people,  and  lead  them  to 
bdiere  they  could  not  be  defended,  and  that  com- 
merce was  not  worthy  of  protection-  These  raea.- 
nncs,  he  said,  led  to  war — not  to  foreign  war — 
b«  to  civil  wnr;  a  war  of  friend  against  friend, 
and  State  against  Stale. 

Mr.  O.  thought  it  extremely  improper,  at  this 
time,  to  introduce  anything  relative  to  the  future 
operation  of  the  two  acti  of  the  British  Parlia- 
ment, which  were  referred  to  a  different  commit- 
tee, and  of  course  would  come  under  a  sepaiate 
Mnisiden«tion.  What  was  the  object  of  this  allu- 
■on?  It  was  intended  to  show  that  we  had  as 
tuiteh  caose  of  complaint  against  one  country  is 
againM  another,  and  that  Uierefore  we  ought  to 
fit  puieotly  down  under  the  outrages  of  all;  that 
w«  should  lamely  suffer  ourselves  .to  be  divided 
and  paroelled  out,  and  become  the  humble  slaves 
of  a  foreign  Power.  Before  this  would  be  suf- 
fered, be  trosted  the  spirit  of  the  people  of  Amer- 
ioa,  which  had  heretofore  been  displayed,  would 
be  called  out  in  defence  of  their  injured  country. 
In  regard  to  what  had  fallen  from  the  eenile- 
onn  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Livihoftoh,)  Mr.  O. 
bid  a  respect  for  his  private  chancier,  and  hoped 


;t5i 


he  would  see  the  impropriety  of  chanj 
mind,  evea  admiitiog  that  one  gentleman 
the  crisis  had  arrived  when  it  would  be  necesiary 
to  submit  or  go  to  war.  This  opinion  could  be  no 
reason  for  voting  a^inst  his  fuimer  opinion.  In- 
deed, be  believed  his  friend  from  South  Carolina 
was  misrepresented.  He  understood  the  senli- 
ment  to  be  that  which  every  American  ought  to 
repeat,  "  that  when  the  crisis  arrived,  rather  than 
sacrifice  the  liberty  and  independence  of  thia 
country,  we  ought  to  go  to  war."  He  hoped, 
therefore,  the  House  would  go  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  without  delay. 

Mr.  GiLEB  said  the  gentleman  last  up  bad  said 
some  things  in  relation  to  him  which  he  found  it 
necessary  to  notice,  and  for  which  he  did  expect 
he  would  have  been  called  to  order.  He  bad 
charged  him  with  using  disgraceful  expressions. 
This  was  a  charge  which  neither  that  gentleman 
DOf  Dny  other  dare  make  in  any  other  place.  [A 
loud  call  to  order.J 

The  Speaker  declared  it  in  vain  that  he  eo- 
deavored  to  confine  gentlemen  to  order  Almost 
every  member  who  had  spoken  had  transgressed  in 

>ANA  observed,  that  the  gentleman  front 
Vireiuia  had  objected  to  going  into  a  Commillee 
or  the  Whole  because  the  two  acts  of  the  British 
Parliament  were  not  before  that  committee,  and 
referred  to  what  had  taken  place  in  another  com- 
mittee. [The  Speakes  observed  that  everything 
which  had  been  said  in  relation  to  these  acts,  with 
respect  to  the  opinion  of  another  committee,  was 
out  of  order.]  Mr.  D.  added  that  be  had  seen 
these  acts  published  before  he  came  to  Congreaa 
this  session,  and  he  thought  it  extraordinary  that 
any  gentleman  should  wait  for  the  opinion  of  a, 
imittee  upon  a  subject  before  he  formed  his 
I.  Mr.  D.  said  the  qtiesiion  was  not  whether 
the  HoHse  would  adopt  any  of  tha  resolutions,  but 
whether  they  would  agree  to  discuss  them. 

Mr.  Kittera  said,  (he  House  had  already  spent 
half  the  day  in  debating  whether  ihev  would  go 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  ana  he  hoped 
further  lime  would  not  be  spent  on  the  subject 
He  thought  the  best  way  of  avoiding  war  was  to 
be  prepared  for  it  He  wished,  therefore,  to  enter 
upon  the  business  and  proceed  with  it. 

Mr.  Qallatih  did  not  believe  loo  much  time 
could  be  spent  upon  this  subject,  if  it  was  thought 
to  lead  to  war  measures.  ITie  variety  of  subjects 
which  had  been  referied  to  this  Committee  oi  the 
Whole,  had  given  rise  to  a  number  of  observations 
on  these  di^rent  matters.  The  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  for  the  Protection  of  Commerce  and 
the  Defence  of  the  Countrv  had  declared  tha^ 
out  of  these  subjects,  he  only  meant  to  call  up 
what  related  to  equipping  the  frigates,  to  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  roundrjr,  and  to  the  purchase  o£ 
a  number  of  vessels  in  aid  of  the  frigates. 

Exclusively  of  these,  there  were  other  subjects 
referred  to  the  same  Committee  of  the  Whole  ; 
oie  of  them  relates  to  our  fotii(icBtionS|  anotfaei 
to  the  establishment  of  a  Commissioner  of  Marine, 
and  another  to  the  arming  of  merchant  vessels. 
He  considered  some  of  these  subjects  as  uncon- 
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&r  «s  relates  to  any  change  which  may  have  ta- 
ken place  &ince  the  last  session ;  but  with  respect 
to  any  proposition  which  was  rejected  ai  the  last 
Mssion,  or  any  new  proi>osition  which  may  have 
been  producen  on  the  ground  of  a  chatigfe  of 
situation,  he  was  not  readv  at  present  to  act  upon 
it.  And  it  would  be  recollected  that  not  onljr  (he 
arming  of  merchant  vessels,  but  the  proposition 
fof  the  purchase  of  vessels,  was  rejected 
last  session. 

Mr.  G.  agreed  that  a  change  in  our  situation 
had,  in  a  certain  desree,  taken  place  since  the  last 
session;  he  agreed  thischange  was  of  importance 
''         isted  in  the  intelligence  received  from  ~~ 


Envoys  Extraordinary  that  ihey  had  not  been  of- 
ficially received  by  the  Government  of  France, 
ibougn  they  had  remained  in  that  country  about 


three  months.  The  question  was,  whether  that 
intimation  in  itself  is  sufficient  to  induce  Con- 
gress to  adopt  new  measures,  or  to  take  up  such 
as  were  rejected  at  the  last  session.  To  him  there 
waa  not  sufficient  reason  for  this  purpose,  because 
he  expected  further  information  upon  the  subject 
and  unless  the  House  knew,  not  only  that  oui 
Hinistei's  had  not  been  received,  but  why  they 
had  not  been  received,  whether  it  was  from  the 
want  of  powers,  or  an^  other  circumstance 
known  to  us,  it  was  difficult  to  say  what  measures 
ought  to  be  taken. 

Another  reason  was,  that  though  our  Ministers 
themselves  inform  the  Executive  that  they  ha' 
not  been  received,  nor  have  any  hones  of  it, 
that  the  objects  of  (heir  mission  will  be  accot 
{dished,  they  still  remain  in  Paris ;  and  so  long 
a*  they  remain  there,  however  feeble  the  hope, 
they  have  some  hope  of  being  received,  or 
they  would  leave  the  place,  as  it  must  be  unplea- 
sant to  them  to  nacriBce  their  feelings  by  remain- 
ing there  any  longer  than  the  occasion  requires. 
So  loDg  as  we  had  not  information  that  they  had 
left  the  country  he  did  not  think  any  new  mea- 
sures ought  lo  be  gone  into,  or  measures  which,  in 
their  tendency,  must  lead  to  war.  When  he  said 
this,  he  did  not  mean  to  say  anything  against  tak- 
ing measures  of  self-defence.  We  ought  to  lake 
erery  measure  of  this  kind;  but,  untortuaately, 
however  easy  this  was  to  he  done  on  land,  it 
could  not  be  carried  to  sea  without  danger  of  war. 
Such  is  the  nature  of  self-defence  at  sea  that  if  it 
be  carried  out  of  our  own  jurisdiction  it  is  inti- 
mately coimected  with  offensive  operations. 

Thus,  with  respect  lo  the  arming  of  merchant- 
men, by  putting  arms  into  the  hands  of  individu- 
als, it  might  lead  to  war,  while  it  was  iniended 
only  for  self-defence  against  attack.  Indeed,  such 
is  the  law  of  nations  with  respect  tn  the  searching 
of  vessels,  (hat  it  is  difficult  to  distinguish  be- 
tween lawful  and  unlawful  searches.  Other 
gentlemen,  who  believe  it  possible  to  guard  against 
tnis  danger,  and  who  wisn  for  a  defence  at  sea, 
not  only  wish  the  measure  now  to  be  adopted,  but 
fliey  wished  it  a(  a  former  session.  The  same  rea- 
■on,  however,  which  led  the  House  to  reject  this 
measure  heretofore  wottld  lead  them  to  oppose 
taking  it  up  at  this  time. 


1(  remained  to  be  considered  whether  it  would 
be  proper  lo  go  into  a  committee  on  those  mea- 
sures which  were  agreed  to  at  the  last  session,  but 
which  now  required  f\ir(  her  appropriation  a  There 
were  two  such  measures,  namely,  the  fri^tes  and 
fortlGcations.  With  respect  to  the  fortificationa, 
he  was  always  willing  (o  appropriate  as  much  aa 
was  necessary  for  this  objecL  No  difference  ever 
took  place  on  this  subject,  except  as  to  the  amoitnt 
to  be  appropriated.  Ha  should,  therefore,  have 
DO  ohjectiou  to  this  measure;  but  it  was  not  ne- 
cessary to  be  gone  into  at  present ;  it  wilt  do  to 
be  considered  at  any  time  during  this  session,  aa 
there  remains  a  balance  of  990.000  unexpended 
of  the  last  appropriation. 

The  only  measure  which  seemi  necessary  to  bo 

gone  into  at  present  is  the  frigates.     The  objee- 

made  to  this  measure  had  been  that  the  *~ 


eculive  might  employ  the  frigates  in  an  improper 
manner.  This  apprehension  be  supposed  to  be 
grounded  upon  the  first  section  of  the  act  of  last 
session,  which  gives  the  President  the  right  of 
employing  them  without  restriction.  If  it  waa 
their  opinion  that  the  President  wotild  emplof 
the  frigates  in  a  manner  dangerous  to  the  pttice  m 
the  country,  it  would  he  a  good  argument  against 
appropriating  the  money ;  and  it  would  be  with- 
in the  recollection  of  members  thai  the  sense  of 
the  House  had  been  twice  taken  in  favor  of  re- 
stricting the  use  of  the  frigates ;  but,  through  fear 
of  losing  the  bill,  the  point  wasgiven  up.  Though, 
however,  he  was  at  that  time  against  the  Presi- 
dent's having  the  discretion  to  use  the  frigates  as 
he  pleased,  he  was  not  now  afraid  of  their  being 
employed  improperly.  He  had  always  opposed 
the  buildioK  of  the  frigates  in  every  stage,  be- 
cause he  thought  the  expense  atienditig  them 
would  be  greater  than  the  advantage  to  be  derived 
from  them,  but  he  did  not  wish  now  to  oppose 
the  motion  for  going  into  a  committee  on  this 

With  respect  to  the  question  of  war,  Mr.  G. 
did  not  believe  any  gentleman  could  wish  for  it 
n  abstract  good.  He  believed  every  one 
thought  it  an  evil;  but  he  believed  there  were 
gentlemen  in  the  House  who  would  be  willing  to 
^o  to  war  for  causes  which  others  did  not  think 
justifiable.  He  did  not  know,  indeed,  but  when 
they  come  to  go  into  the  subject  that  they  might 
all  agree ;  but  he  believed  this  was  the  distinction 
to  be  drawn  between  the  different  opinions  of  dif- 
ferent gentlemen. 

Two  other  reasons  might,  perhaps,  be  alleged 
why  the  House  should  no(  go  into  a  commi(tee 
on  (his  subject ;  the  one  was,  because  the  subject 
had  been  postponed  for  an  inquiry  intothesubject 
of  former  expenses,  aad  the  committee  of  inquiry 
have  not  reported.  For  bis  own  part,  he  believed 
iherehad  been  much  extravagance  in  the  expendi- 
ture j  but,  as  no  report  had  been  made,  and  as  it 
could  not  be  soon  expected,  be  believed  those  gen- 
tlemen who  wished  to  see  the  frigates  eqnij^ied, 
had  better  proceed  in  the  business  without  this 
report.  The  other  reason  was.  (hat  he  thought 
the  House  had  not  sufficient  information  relative 

the  pay  and  subsistence  of  the  Navy.    Wb«i 
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■  formerly  laid  before  ihe  Houh, 
the  raliomt  were  chai^d  twenty  cents,  ihey  were 
DOW  charged  twenly'eight  cents,  and  it  waa  well 
known  that  there  bad  been  do  advance  in  the 
price  of  proTisions  to  warrant  the  addition.  And 
though  he  had  been  nnsuccesaful  in  his  Httempta  to 

Ereveni  the  building  of  ibe  frigates,  since  they  are 
ailtaod  must  go  into  serrice,  be  should  wish  to 
keep  dowD  the  expense  ta  much  as  he  could  with 
propriety  do  it.  He  had,  therefore,  no  objection 
to  go  into  a  committee  on  the  resoiutioa  for  com- 
plelin«  and  equipping  the  frigates,  though  be 
should  at  present  be  opposed  lo  do  so  with  respect 
to  that  prDTiding  for  the  pay  of  the  crew,  as  he 
wished  for  further  information  on  the  subject,  and 
aa  there  were  yet  890,000  of  the  former  appropria- 
tion unexpended. 

Hr.  SswALi.  said,  when  he  first  proposed  to  go 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
th«  Union,  be  attested  that  his  principal  object 
waa  to  provide  for  the  completing  and  ei^uippiag 
the  frigates,  and  be  thought  it  was  sufficient,  ac- 
cording to  the  rules  of  the  House,  to  mentioo  one 
object  as  a  reason  for  going  into  a  Committee  on 
the  state  of  the  Uniou.  He  thought  this  debate 
had,  therefore,  been  of  a  very  unusual  nature. 

Mr.  NicBOLAB  bad  no  ottjection  to  go  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  take  up  the  subject 
of  the  frigatea.  His  objection  was  to  the  going 
into  other  measures  which  had  been  suggested  by 
the  Chairman  when  hemadehia  motion,  such  as 
purchasing  vessels,  &c. 

The  question  for  gob^  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  was  put  and  carried,  there  being  64  votes 
for  it ;  when  the  resolutions  for  completing,  equip- 
ping, and  mauning  the  frigates,  and  then  for  the 
pay  of  the  crews,  Ac.,  were  agreed  to,  and  a  bill 
was  directed  to  be  reported  accordingly. 
THE  JUDICIARY. 

The  House,  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  LivinqstoHi 
went  into  a  Commiltee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill 
supplementary  to  the  act  for  establishing  the  Ju- 
dicial Courts  of  the  United  States ;  but  not  having 
ffone  Lhrougb  the  bill  the  committee  rose,  and  bad 
leave  to  sit  again. 


Wednebbat,  March  14. 

Mr.  N.  SuiTB,  from  the  eomutittee  appointed 

for  that  purpose,  reported  a  bill  supplementary  to, 

and  in  alteration  of,   the  BCt  for  the  relief  of  pet* 

sons   imprisoned   for   debt.     Committed    for    to- 


Mr.  Sewall,  from  the  committee  appoioled  for 
that  purpose,  presented  a  bill  for  anatfditional  ap- 
propriation to  provide  and  support  a  Naval  Arma- 
ment ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  for 


The  Hottse  ^ein  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  '^^ole  on  the  bill  supplementary  to 
the  act  for  establishiag  the  Judicial  Courts  of  the 
United  States;  when,  after  undergoing  some 
amendments,  it  was  agreed  to;  and,  the  committee 
havins  risen,  the  bill  was  oidered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading  to-morrow. 


A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate  inform" 
ing  the  House  that  they  had  passed  the  bill  making 
alterations  in  the  law  imposing  a  duty  on  stamped 
vellum,  parchment,  and  paper,  with  an  amend- 
ment ;  which  was  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

They  also  sent  a  bill  to  the  House  for  granting 
certain  land  to  St'phen  Monro,  and  others,  at 
Galliopolis,  in  the  Northwestern  Territory ;  which 
was  twice  read  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  subject  of  Northwestern  Territory  land. 

CITY  OF  WASHINGTON. 

Mr.  Craik  moved  that  the  House  go  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  ibe  report  of  the 
committee  to  whom  was  referred,  on  tlie  S3d  ull- 
Ibe  Message  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  enclosing  a  memorial  from  the  Commis- 
sioners appointed  under  the  act  for  establishing 
the  temporary  and  permanent  seat  of  the  Qovem- 
ment  of  the  United  States;  which  motion  beine 
agreed  to.  the  House  went  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  subject,  and  the  mtmoiial  and 
report  having  been  read,  the  following  resolution 
was  under  consideration; 

"  Rtaohed,  That  two  bundled  thoosand  dollan  be 
appropriated  for  completing  the  buildings  requisite  for' 
the  OareniiDGnt  of  the  United  States,  at  the  dty  of 
Washington,  to  be  mbject  lo  tiie  draughts  of  the  FTesi- 
dent  of  the  United  State*,  for  the  tine  bwng,  aat  ex< 
nwding  one-thiid  of  the  said  mm  in  any  one  year." 

A  Her  some  observations  by  Mr.  J.  Williams 
against  agreeing  to  this  resolution,  on  the  ground 
that  it  was  never  expected  that  Congress  waa  to 
be  at  any  exppnse  in  erecting  the  pubfic  buildings; 
but  that  the  States  of  Maryland  and  Virginia  who 
had  ceded  the  land  for  the  purpose  of  the  city,  had 
engaged  to  provide  them,  and  except  they  did  pro- 
vide them,  Congress  wa.s  not  obliged  to  remove 
there  at  the  time  appointed, 

Mr.  Gordon  proposed  an  amendment,  to  strike 
out  S200,000.  and  insert  "  $66,S66,"  as  it  was  stated 
that  only  one-third  part  of  the  $200,000  were  to  be 
expended  in  any  one  ytar. 

Thin  amendment  occasioned  considerable  de- 
negatived,  there  being  only 
resolution  itself  was  then 
carried,  by  58  members  voting  in  its  favor ;  and  a 
commiliee  was  appointed  to  bring  in  a  bill  accord- 
inrfy. 

The  resolution  was  advocated  by  Messrs.  Nicb- 
OLA8,  Thatcber,  RnTLEnoE,  S.  Shith,  Harpbb, 
CBAiK,and  T.  CLAiBORNE,and  opposed  by  Messrs, 
LiviHasTOtt,  Vabndu,  and  J.  Williaus. 

Tbdrsdat,  March  IS. 

Mr.  Cbaik  reported  a  bill  making  an  approjm- 

Blion  for  completing  the  buildings  necessary  for 

the  Bccommoaation  of  the  Government  at  the 

city  of  WasbtngtOD  i  which  was  committed  for 
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third  time,  and  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  on 
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the  question  of  passing'.  [This  bill  originated  upOD 
a  resolution  brought  forward  by  a  roember  from 
New  York.  (Mr.  Liviwostoh.)  in  order  to  provide 
for  the  tria.1  of  causes  in  which  two  States  are 
concerned,  in  the  next  adjoining  Stale,  in  order  to 
obtain  an  impariiBi  irial.  What  gare  immediaie 
cause  to  the  bill  was  a  ease  which  is  now  pending 
between  the  Slates  of  New  York  and  Connecii- 
ettt.] 
nay  a 

Tiu — Jamea  A.  Bayard,  David  Brooks,  Chiitto- 
tJMi  0.  Cbamplin,  Mattbew  (Ilaj,  Jamca  Codimn, 
George  Dent,  Lucas  Glmendorpb,  Henr;  Glen,  Robert 
Goodloe  Harper,  David  Hotmei,  Hewkiah  L.  Hoaner, 
Walter  Jon«,  MRtthew  Lyon,  John  Nicholas,  Hsrriion 
G.  Otis,  Isaac  Parker,  Jonih  Parker,  John  RuUedge,  jr. , 


Jidin  Trigg,  Jabn  E.  Van  Alan,  Philip  Van  Cortlsndr, 
Joaeph  B.  Varnum,  and  John  Williatna, 

Naii — John  Allen,  Qeorge  Baer,  jr. ,  AbrahWn  Bald 
win,  David  Banl,  Bailey  Bartlett,  ThomaiBloDat,  Rich- 
ard Brent,  Nathan  Bryan,  Stephen  Bullock,  Demiey 
Burgea,  John  Chapman,  Thomas  Claiboma,  William 
Charles  Cole  Claiborne,  John  Clopton,  Joshua  C<nt, 
William  Craik,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Dawson,  John 
Dtainis,  Thomas  Evans,  William  Findlsy,  Abial  Foster, 
Dwight  Foster,  John  Fonler,  Jonathan  Freeman.  Na- 
thanielFreeman.jr..  A Ibert Gallatin,  William  B,  Gilea, 
James  Gilltt^ie,  Cfaaanoey  Goodrich,  Andrew  Gregf, 
Rogd  Oris  wold,  William  Barry  Grove,  John  A.  Hanna, 
Thomas  Hartley,  Joseph  Heisler,  William  Hindman, 
James  H.  Imlay,  John  Wilkes  Kitlera,  Bamuel  Lyman, 
James  Machir,  Nllhsniel  Macon,  Blair  McCtenachan, 
Jcdm  Miltedge,  Lewis  B.  Morris,  Anthony  New,  Jams 
Bchnreman,  William  Hbepurd,  Thomas  Siimlckion, 
Hathaniat  Smidi,  Samoel  Snulh,  William  South,  Rich- 
ard Stanfbid,  Thomas  Snmtar,  Rkbard  Thomas,  Abra- 
ham Venable,  Palsf  Wadswoith,  and  Robert  WilUams. 

Fbidat,  March  16. 

Mr.  M«coN,  from  the  Committee  of  Rerisal  and 
Unfinished  Business,  made  a  further  report,  staling 
that  a  part  of  the  law  respecting  post  offices  and 

gist  roads,  would  expire  before  the  next  session  of 
ongress.     This  report  was  referred  to  thi 
mittee  on  the  subject 
roads,  to  report  by  bill 

NAVAL  ARMAMENT. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sewall,  the  House  went  islo 
«  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  making  an 
additional  appropriaiioo  to  provide  and  support  a 
Naval  Armament;  when,  the  bill  having  been 
read, 

Mr.  S.  moved  to  fill  the  blank  appropriating 
money  for  the  pay  and  subsistence,  tor  toe  term 
(tf  one  year,  of  the  officers  and  crews,  with 
9216,679.  Some  objections  had  been  made  to  the 
price  at  which  the  rations  bad  been  fixed,  when 
the  subject  was  formerly  before  the  House.  He 
had,  in  consequence,  made  inquiries  on  the  sub- 
ject, and  had  been  informed  that  twenty-ei^ht 
cents  per  ration  was  the  lowest  price  at  which 
they  could  be  obtained. 

Mr.  QallaTih  asked  whether  the  gentleman's 


inquiry  had  extended  to  the  price  paid  for  the  ra- 
tions to  the  troops  stationed  in  the  forts,  other  tban 
those  on  the  frontiers.  The  contract  for  these 
would  be  the  b<st  data  for  the  price  to  be  allowed 

this  case. 

Mr.  Sbwall  did  not  think  it  necessary  to  makfl 
this  inquiry. 

The  question  was  put  and  carried. 

Mr.  Sewall  then  moved  to  fill  the  blank  to  de- 
fray the  wear,  losses,  expenditure  of  ammunition, 
ind  other  coniingent  expenses,  with  $63,700. 

Mr.  Gallatin  aaid  the  estimate  before  him  for 
contingent  expenses  was  SBO,()00-  There  were 
$3,700  for  other  specific  purposes,  viz :  for  tha 
salaries  of  clerks,  and  for  the  rent  of  the  naval 

£rds  at  difierent  places.  He  thought  it  would  be 
it  to  distinguish  between  contingent  expenses 
and  salaries,  and  also  whether  the  clerks  were  au- 
thorized by  law,  or  whether  thev  were  established 
by  this  bill.  If  the  offices  were  already  established, 
the  salary  should  be  provided  by  law;  if  not,  the 
law  should  first  be  passed  to  establish  the  offices. 

Mr.  Sewall  Gaia  that  while  there  remained  OB 
hand  materials  which  had  been  purchased  for  the 
use  of  the  frigates  at  New  York,  Portsmouth,  and 
Norfolk,  it  would  be  necessary  to  have  persona 
there  to  take  care  of  them.  He  supposed  the  clerks 
were  authorized  by  law. 

Mr.  Gallatiw  said  if  the  clerks  were  antborized 
by  law,  their  salaries  would  be  included  in  the 
ordinary  appropriations.  He  therefore  moved  to 
fill  the  blank  with  860,000,  as  the  items  which 
were  mentioned  separately,  could  not  properly  be 
included  nnder  the  head  of  repairs  and  contiogent 
expenses  of  the  naval  armament,  as  this  related  to 
the  frigates  only,  and  not  to  the  taking  care  oi  any 
materials  on  hand, 

Mr.  J.  Parkeh  hoped  this  motion  would  be 
agreed  to,  and  the  other  withdrawn.  The  clerka 
employed  at  the  places  which  had  been  mention- 
ed, might  ut  present  be  necessary ;  but  he  thought 
some  provision  ought  to  he  made  with  respect  to 
the  disposal  of  these  materials,  in  order  to  do  away 
the  necessity  of  employing  persons  to  take  care  of 

Mr.  Sewall  withdrew  his  motion,  and  that  for 
filling  the  blank  with  $60,000  was  carried. 

Mr.  GALI.ATIK  then  moved  to  add  the  following 
words :  "  also  that  a  sum  not  exceeding  $2,200,  to 
pav  the  salary  of  persons  having  charge  of  the  na- 
val yards  at  New  York,  Portsmouth,  and  Nor- 
folk, and  the  rents  of  the  same ;"  which  motioB 
was  carried. 

Mr.  Vabnum  moved  10  strike  out  the  word* 
"for  sea,  with  all  convenient  speed."  He  thought 
these  words  were  a  direction  to  the  President  to 
send  the  frigates  to  sea,  at  any  rate,  with  all  con- 
venient speed,  though  the  occasion  for  doing  this 
might  depend  upon  some  future  consideration. 

Mr.  Ibaac  Pareer  said  the  only  nainral  con- 
struction of  these  words  was,  as  m  the  manner  is 
which  the  vessels  were  to  be  equipped.  It  did 
not  follow  that  when  they  were  equipped  thef 
would  be  sent  to  sea,  except  there  waa  a  necesnif 
for  it. 

Mr.  J.  WiLUAMB  thon^t  the  worda  immnl*- 
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rial.  If  Iher  would  produce  any  effect  io  accel- 
MSling  the  business,  he  ihnaght  they  oughl  to  be 
retained,  as  all  alloived  it  had  bereiofore  been  suf- 
fitiieDtly  lardy. 

Mr.  Qalla'tin  said  the  law  of  laet  reuion  went 
DO  further  than  to  direct  the  tcskIk  to  be  "  manned 
and  employed;"  whereas  this  bill,  thoaf;b  only 
making  an  additional  approprialioD  Io  enable  the 
President  to  carry  the  former  taw  into  effect, 
•eemed  to  so  further.  It  appmred  lo  direct  that 
ihey  ahoola  "ba  equipped  for  sea  with  all  conve- 
DMBtspeed,"  while  the  former  law  left  it  to  the 
diicKUoii  of  the  President  to  employ  them  as  be 
pleased.  If  it  were  wished  that  the  business  sbould 
be  left  on  its  former  footing,  these  words  might 
with  propriety  be  struck  out;  because,  after  the 
moaey  was  appropriated,  the  President  might  use 
what  speed  he  pleased  in  equipping  the  resseh. 

Mr.  Harper  said  it  would  seem  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  PennsylTaaia  did  not  koow  (he  dif- 
ference between  prepariitg  the  vessels  for  sea,  aod 
employing  them  after  they  are  prepared.  He  was 
persuaded,  howeTer,  he  did  know  the  differ- 
euce.  Though  that  House  had  not  the  power  to 
direct  how  the  vessels  should  be  ei:iployeJ,  yet 
theycoulddirectlheru  to  be  prepared  with  all  con- 
venient speed.  It  was  t!ie  business  of  that  House 
to  prepare,  and  of  the  President  to  employ ;  bat 
the  object  of  this  motion  wentio  show  that  ihey 
were  both  the  same  thing.  Much  complaint  had 
been  made,  and  justly,  at  the  great  delay  which 
had  taken  place  in  this  business,  and  he  eoald  now 
■M  no  objection,  therefor^  lodirectingihem  to  be 
equipped  with  all  convenient  speed.  vVhen  they 
were  equipped,  the  President  wouU  use  them  in 
such  a  way  as  the  state  of  the  country  shall  re- 
quire. If  the  Legislature  chose  to  pat  the  country 
in  a  state  of  war,  the  vessels  would  be  employed 
accordingly;  or  if  it  remained  in  peace,  their 
employment  would  accord  with  such  a  state.  He 
hoped,  therefore,  the  words  would  be  retained. 

Mr.  Sewall  said^  the  same  words  were  con- 
tained in  the  resolution  upon  which  the  bill  was 
founded,  and  in  the  act  of  1796  a  similar  expression 
wa£  used.  He  thonoht  the  geQlleman  from  Penn- 
sjlvania  bad  not  sufficiently  attended  to  the  dis- 
tinct appropriations  contained  in  the  bill. 

Mr.  Davton  (the  Speaker)  said,  the  law  of  last 
sessioD  went  further  than  it  was  contemplated  bv 
this  bill  to  go.  The  words  "  ^uip  for  sea,  with  all 
convenient  speed."  related  only  to  the  manner  in 
which  the  vessels  were  to  be  equipped,  as  it  was 
well  known  that  equipping  for  tea  and  equipping 
for  guard-ships  fwhich  was  the  sole  pntpose  for 
which  some  gentlemen  had  wished  them  to  be  em- 
ployed) was  wholly  different.  The  law  of  the  last 
session  went  to  say  they  should  be  manned  and 
entpb^ed;  which  he  believed,  with  the  geDtleman 
from  South  Carolina,  was  an  unnecessary  and 
improper  direction,  as  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  being  the  Commander-in-Chief,  was  the 
only  proper  judge  of  the  manner  of  employing 

Mr.  Tbatcher  did  not  think  that  directing  the 
vessels  to  be  equipped  with  all  convenient  speed 
indicated  any  great  haste,  but  the  contrary. 


-.  VARNtTM  said,  gentlemen  had  on  former 
nons,  been  very  tenacious  of  giving  the  Pre- 
ident  directions  how  he  should  act.  He  was 
nwiUing  to  doit  on  the  present  occasion;  and  he 
ihouffht  if  these  words  were  struck  out,  no  one 
lid  understand  that  the  frigates  were  to  be  fit- 
led  out  as  ptard-ghipt.  But  if  the  bill  was  agreed 
'o  as  it  now  stood,  be  was  of  opinion  that  it  would 
-ppear  to  their  constituents  that  the  Legislature 
believed  the  crisis  had  arrived  at  which  it  ■ma 
necessary  to  send  out  frigates  to  sea  asaiasl  a  for- 
eign nation.  If  this  period  had  arrived,  he  wished 
it  to  be  declared  openly,  and  not  in  any  aideway 
manner.  Such  a  clause  was  very  luusual  in  an 
appropriation  hill. 

Mr.  Gallatin  believed  it  was  perfectly  true.  a« 
stated  by  the  fenileman  from  Massachusetts,  tnat 
words  01  this  kind  were  never  inserted  when  an 
apnopriation  only  was  wanted.  In  the  law  of 
1796,  he  admitted  that  similar  words  w«re  used, 
and  thew  they  were  proper,  because  that  was  a 
law  for  the  construction  and  equipment  of  the  Iri- 
gaies ;  but  in  all  the  subsequent  lawi,  which  were 
tnerelyBppropriation  laws,  no  such  words  had  bven 
used.  This  was  a  bill  to  grent  a  sum  of  money, 
and  it  was  not  intended  to  say  that  the  money 
sbould  be  granted  with  all  convenient  speed.  He 
believed, since  they  were  lo  be  equipped,  the  sooner 
they  were  done  the  better;  but  he  did  not  think  it 
proper  to  insert  such  a  clause  in  an  appropriation 

Mr.  Bayabd  thought  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania made  a  nice  distint^iion  without  a  dif- 
ference. He  admitted,  tbat  if  the  bill  was  for  eoa- 
structing  the  frigates,  such  words  might  b«  proper, 
but  that  in  an  appropriation  bill  they  were  im- 
proper. He  saw  no  diff««nce  between  the  two 
canes }  and  if  it  was  the  wiah  of  the  House  to  have 
the  frigates  equipped  speedily,  it  was  certainly  not 
improper  to  say  so.  la  bis  opinion,  the  sitnatioD  ' 
of  tbeeouDtry  required  that  every  exertion  should 
be  made  in  the  business. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  striking  out  the 
words,  "with  all  convenient  speed,"  (the  mover- 
having  agreed  lo  exclude  the  words,  "-for  sea" 
from  this  motion,)  and  was  negatived— -47  to  88. 

The  committee  then  rose,  the  House  agreed  (o 
(he  amendments,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be, 
engrossed  forathird  reading.  Monday  and  to-day 
were  mentioned  for  the  third  reading.  The  sense 
of  the  House  was  first  taken  on  the  most  distant 
dav,  and  uegatived— 43  to  42.  It  was  accordingly 
ordered  to  De  read  a  tliird  time  this  day.  Befors 
the  House  rose,  it  received  its  third  reading  and 
passed — there  being  57  votes  in  its  favor. 

Mr.J.PtRKEa  proposed  a  resolution  to  the  House 
directing  the  committee  which  had  been  appoint- 
ed to  inquire  into  the  eipenditare  of  the  money 
heretofore  appropriated  for  a  naval  armament,' 
and  inioihecauseof  delay  which  had  taken  place; 
to  inquire  and  report  what  materials  remain  on 
hand  which  wili  not  be  wanted  for  the  three 
frigates  now  nearly  Snisiied,  designating  what 
the  articles  are,  and  where  they  are;  and  also' 
what  materials  have  been  disposed  of;  which  wm' 
agreed  to. 
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IMPRISONMENT  FOR  DEBT. 

Od  motion  of  Mr.  N.  Smith,  the  House  went 
into  B  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  supple^ 
meDtary  to,  aad  in  alteration  of.  the  act  for  the 
Teltcf  of  penOQs  imprisoacd  for  debt ;  when,  the 
bill  hav ins- been  read, 

Mr.  J.  WtLLi&HS  moved  to  strike  out  the  first 
section  of  the  bill.  He  waa  persoaded  chat  if  this 
bill  passed  it  would  be  very  injurious  to  the  rev- 
enue, and  in  the  end  prejudicial  to  the  fair  trader ; 
for,  if  such  a  law  had  been  in  being  the  last  ye.tir, 
Gorernment  would  have  lost  tuiii  a  million  of 
money ;  and  if  such  losses  were  sustained,  it  would 
lead  to  the  pawing-  of  laws  which  would  be  inju- 
rious to  commerce.  It  became  the  House  to  be 
cautious,  therefore  in  making  alteratioDS  which 
might  ao  materially  aSect  ate  revenues  of  the 
.  Union ;  especially,  as  the  debentures  given  by  the 
custom-house  must  be  allowed,  whether  the  dntiea 

.  Tnis  motion  was  negatived,  without  a  division. 
After  the  bill  had  undergone  several  amend- 
ments, one  of  which  was  to  provide  that  the  ben- 
efit of  this  law  shall  not  extend  to  persons  impris- 
oned for  debt  due  tor  money  by  them  received  for 
or  on  account  of  the  Uniied  States,  the  com  ' 
rose,  and  had  leave  to  sit  again. 

MoKOAV,  March  19. 
RELATIONS  WITH  FRANCE. 


the  tJuitad  StaMi  to  the  French  Republic,  which 
Benlicmed  in  my  Mensge  to  both  Houses  of  Congreea, 
of  the  fifth  lustBut,  have  been  eiamined  and  maturely 

While  I  feel  •  Mtiafaetbn  ia  informing  ;on  that  their 
exertions  for  the  adjustment  of  the  diflwsncoi  betweeo 
tke  two  nations  have  been  sincere  and  unremitted,  it  ia 
incumbent  on  me  to  declare  that  I  perceive  no  ground 
of  expectation  that  the  objecta  of  their  miwiou  can  be 
accomplished  on  terms  compatible  with  the  safetj,  honor, 
or  the  essentia]  interests  of  the  nation. 

This  remit  cannot,  wi^i  justice,  be  attributed  to  any 
want  of  moderation  on  the  part  of  this  Government,  or 
lo  an;  indiipositiDD  to  forego  HcondBry  interests,  for 
the  preeervation  of  peace.  Knowing  it  to  be  my  duty, 
and  belicTing  it  lo  be  your  wish,  as  well  es  that  of  the 
great  body  at  the  people,  to  avoid,  by  alt  reasonable  coU' 
eesnone,  any  portidpation  in  the  conlantions  of  Europe, 
the  powers  vested  in  onr  Envoys  were  commensurate 
with  a  liberal  and  pacific  policy,  and  that  hi^  conS- 
danoe  which  might  Jnat^  be  repiMed  in  the  patriotism, 
abilitiea,  and  iat^rity,  ofthe  eharadec*  U  whom  the  ne- 
gotiatiDa  waa  oommitted.  After  a  carefiil  review  of  the 
wk^  eutgect,  with  IIm  aid  ofall  the  information  I  have 
received,  I  can  diecern  nothing  which  could  have  insured 
or  contributed  lo  sueceaa  that  has  been  omitted  on  my 
part  1  and  nothing  further  which  can  be  attempted,  con- 
siilently  with  maxima  for  which  our  country  has  con- 
tended, St  every  hazard,  and  which  constitute  tl>e  baus 
of  our  national  sovereignty. 

Under  tbeee  eircumstancas,  I  cannot  fiirbear  to  reiter- 


ate the  recommendation*  which  have  been  formerij 
made,  and  to  exhort  you  to  adopt  with  promptitude, 
decision,  and  unanimity,  such  meaauies  u  the  ample 
reeoorces  of  the  country  afibrd,  for  the  protection  of  our 
commercial  and  seabriog  citizens ;  for  the  defence  of  any 
Bxposad  portions  of  our  territory ;  for  replenishing  our 
arsenals,  establishing  foundries  and  military  mannike- 
tnres  ;  and  to  provide  such  effldent  revenue  as  will  be 
neceasary  lo  defray  extraordinary  expenses,  and  supply 
the  defidenctea  which  may  be  occasioned  by  depreda- 


The  present  state  of  thing*  is  ao  essentiaUy  difisrant 
&om  that  in  which  initntctions  were  given  to  coUeclMa 
to  restrain  vessels  of  the  United  Slates  trom  sailing  in 
an  armed  condition,  that  the  principle  on  which  thoaa 
orders  were  issued  has  ceased  to  eiisL  I  therefore  deem 
it  proper  to  inform  Congress  that  I  no  longer  conceive 
myself  justifiable  in  continuing  them,  uuIms  in  partio- 
ular  casses,  where  there  may  be  reasonable  ground  of 
suspicion  that  such  vessels  are  intended  to  be  employed 

In  all  your  proceedings  it  will  lie  important  to  mani- 
fest a  leal.  vigor,  and  concert,  in  defence  of  Ibe  national 
rights,  proportioned  to  the  danger  with  which  they  ate 


JOHN  ADAMS. 
UmTBD  Stitii,  Mtfth  19,  1T98. 


INSOLVENT  DEBTORS. 
The  House  again  resolved  itself  intoeCommil- 
tee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  supplementary  to,  and 
in  alteration  of,  the  act  for  the  relief  of^  persona 
imprisoned  for  debt;  and,  after  some  discussion, 
the  committee  rose,  and  the  bill  was  recommitted 
to  a  select  committee. 

CITY  OF  WASHINGTON. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Craik,  the  House  went  into 
a  Committee  ofthe  Whole  on  the  bill  making  an 
appropriation  for  completing  ibe  buildings  neces. 
sary  for  the  accommodation  of  the  Oovernment 
at  tbe  city  of  Washington.  The  bill  having  been 
read, 

Mr.  Oallatin  moved  to  strike  out  the  words, 
"for  completing  the  buildings,"  in  order  lo  insert 
thu  same  words  which  were  used  in  the  original 
act  for  establishing  the  permanent  seat  of  Oovern- 
ment, viz:  ''for  providing  suitable  buildings  for 
the  Oovernment  ofthe  United  States."  His  object 
in  this  amendment  was,  not  to  give  any  sanction 
to  the  buildinss  now  going  on  for  Oovernment  in 
the  city  of  Wasbingtoo,  aad  oblige  the  Commis- 
sioners, under  the  direction  of  tbe  President  of  the 
United  States,  lo  proceed  in  flni-ihing  them,  how- 
ever improper  they  may  deem  them  for  the  pur- 
pose. He  wished,  on  the  contrary,  to  leave  the 
Commissioners  and  the  President  at  full  liberty, 
either  to  go  on  with  the  present  buildings,  or  to 
prepare  others  upon  a  more  suitable  and  econqmi- 
cal  plan. 

Mr.  Craie  had  no  objection  to  ibis  amendment, 
and  it  was  accordingly  carried. 

The  committee  rose,  and  the  bill  was  ordered 
to  be  read  a  third  time  tomorrow. 
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RELIEF  TO  NON-COMMISSIONED  OFFICERS 
AND  SOLDIERS. 

Oa  motion  ofMr.D.FoaTEH,  the  House  resolved 
itselfinio  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  report 
of  theCommitte  of  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  petitions  of  Samuel  Abbot  and  others,  John 
Bennet,  in  behalf  of  himself  and  Abraham  Sutton; 
Samuel  Edy,  Fraocis  Guillow,  Thomas  Roche, 
Lemuel  Snow,  Joshua  Whitney,  by  Timothy 
Winn,  his  agent,  and  Thomas  Wells.  The  report 
was  read,  as  follows: 

"The  object  of  fheae  petilionen  ia  to  obtain  from  the 

K bite  As  uTeanafpaj,  dec,  daetbem  for  their  •errioes 
ring  Ibe  tait  nw.  Their  accMuil*  were  duly  and  pro- 
perly liqnidated  (  cejtificalea  for  their  reqwctive  balanoec 
were  inoed  by  ths  proper  commioioDer,  ami  dqioaited  in 
the  hand*  of  the  regimeataE  isent*,  parraant  to  an  act  of 
Coagreae  of  the  tiiird  day  of  November,  1763.  But  the 
petitionen  allege  that  they  never  received  their  certifi- 
cate*, by  reaaon  of  lbs  dc&alt  of  the  agenta  of  the  regi- 
menti  to  which  Ihey  respeetimlj  belonged. 

""nw  commiltee  having  been  iiutmcted  to  report  on 
thia  nibjeet,  generally,  have  not  confined  their  ioquiriee 
to  die  ipecial  merila  of  the  individD*]  daima,  but  have 
eoDBidmtd  it  with  a  view  to  all  umilarty  drcunutaoced, 
umI  alike  unfortanate. 

"  Bj  the  eatabluhment  for  the  Army,  made  by  Congren 
OD  the  STth  of  May,  1778,  it  tvu  directed,  'that  the 
paymaater  of  a  regiment  be  choaen  by  the  oSieera  of  the 
regiment  oat  of  the  CBptuni  or  mballetiia,  and  that  the 
effioan  ihonld  rid  theii  pay  in  their  hands.'  Every 
officer  being  thna  intenieted  in  the  ability  and  inlegrily 
of  the  ageiit,  aa  well  on  hia  own  account  aa  on  account 
of  the  aoldien,  was  an  inspectoi  of  the  conduct  of  the 
peymaaWr-  The  cbrace  wa*  generally  good  ;  there  were 
bat  few  well-grounded  comptainta  againat  the  peraona 
^pointed  ;  and  tor  thoae,  prompt,  and  probably jadidan* 
Kmediea,  were  adminialared  by  conrt*  martial. 

"  At  the  end  of  the  war  it  became  expedient  to  dii' 
tsnd  the  Army,  whom  the  United  Stelea  could  not  Ihan 
pay,  without  even  delivering  to  the  individuala  the  evi- 
daacea  of  the  debta  reapectlTely  due  to  them  for  their  aer 
vieea.  Accordingly,  on  the  thud  of  November,  1783, 
CoograB  lenlved,  '  that  the  Paymailer  General  depoait 
in  the  hand*  of  regimental  agmla  the  certificatea  Gnr 
the  amar*  of  pay  doe  tn  the  offioeri  and  aoldiera  of  their 
reqiaciiva  Hnei,  to  be  by  tb«m  delivered  lo  the  individnaii 
to  vrtum  they  belonged  or  dcpoailed,  for  their  beoeflt,  ai 
(be  npteme  Executive  itf  the  Stale  to  iriiich  the  reqiec- 
tive  agCDta  belonged  ahoqld  direcL 

"Thelaat-DWDtioaedreiolution  ia  ailent  a*  to  the  mode 


of  ell 


In 


of  a  I 


order,  the  agenta  were  appnnled  by  a  majori^  of  the 
offieciBofea^regimeiil,  aa  in  the  caae  of  the  regimental 
paymaaten.  They  were  therefore  to  be  conaidered  aa 
the  legal  repieeeutetivea  of  the  cemmiaaioned  officerai  but 
the  non-caaainianoned  efficeia  and  privalea  ndther  voted, 
nee  were  Ihey  eonaulted  in  the  dioiee ;  they  oonld  not  trf'  \ 
oootae  eqtiilahly  be  made  anawerable  for  the  fidelity  of 
the  aaid  agenta.  Some  of  Iboae  agenta  proved  unUlhliil 
to  their  truita,  and  aomeoflhenon-eomminioned  officera 
and  privatea  have  therdiy  been  jKeraoted  from  recuving 
their  joat  duea- 

"The  qn-adon  now  reaulti,  whether  the  public  are 
no^  apon  the  principlea  of  eqiuty  and  juatice,  under  ob- 
"    "'       "         "  •  -    ■■  '    '      i  oBleerB 


and  privataa  wluhaveaufleredby  thedebuhaof  theaaid 


regimeDlal  igenla,  lhearreanof(heirwagca,fte.,tovdudl 
they  ue  entitled. 

"  From  the  nature  of  the  contract  between  Ae  United 
States  and  the  aoldien  who  engaged  in  the  service ;  fiom 
thecircninetaaceDf  the  election  of  the  paymaster  having, 
by  actofCongreas,  been  veated  eicluaively  in  the  oMcers ; 
and  &om  the  expreaa  declaration  that  the  officera  should 
riak  their  pay  in  the  handa  of  the  payuuatera,  and  from 
the  drcnmataDce  of  the  nme  mode  luving  been  ofaMTved 
in  the  election  of  the  agenta  whoae  dafldendea  are  cone 
plained  of,  it  aenmi  but  reaamable  to  inier,  that  Ae  aol- 
dieiy,  who  were  excluded  from  any  partieipatian  in  Dm 
dection  of  either  the  paymaater  at  agen^  were  not  oMt> 
aidered  aa  liable  lo  be  afiecled  by  thdr  deUnqiiende*. 

■*Upan  an  attentive  and  ddiberale  oooaideTatioa  of 
tbe  Bubject,  the  ccHnmittea  cannot  find  any  jnal  princ^^ 
upon  which  the  pnblic,  withool  juat  payment  can  ba 
eioneralad  from  the  obligttion  to  provide  for  that  anfier- 
Lng  elaaa  of  dtiaena  i  diey  era  theiefere  of  qiinion  that 
providoa  ^lould  be  made  by  taw  lo  afford  rdnC  Great 
caution  on  the  part  of  tbe  officera  of  the  Tieaauiy  to  pre- 
vent aboaei  would  undoubtedly  be  tequiaite.  It  is  the 
t^nnian  of  dte  eonunitlaa,  that  aodt  eautian  might  be 
eicrdaed,  and  audi  cheeka  provided,  aa  wotdd  prevent 
any  great  danger  of  impoaition.  They  thenfbre  aubmit 
for  the  oonndoation  of  the  Houae  the  (bllowing  teaolu- 

'•  Reiohtd,  Thai  proyidon  ought  to  be  made  by  law 
lor  the  relief  of  such  non-com mimoned  officera  and 
aoldlers  of  the  late  Contina%taI  Army,  at  have  not  rt- 
eeived  their  ceriiJUatet  from  the  regimental  agent*,  to 
inhoin  the  tame  icere  aelicered,  purmani  to  the  act  of 
Congrett  of  the  third  day  of  Nonember,  1783. 

"  Retoked,  Thai  the  ol^ra  of  the  Treasuiy  be  aa- 
thoriied  to  iasue  registered  cetlificatea  for  such  auma  aa 
shall  be  ascertained  to  be  justly  due  lo  any  non-commia- 
sioned  ofikers  and  aoldiera  who,  by  debotl  of  the  regi- 
mental  agent,  were  prevented  from  receiving  thdr  certifi- 
catea, isaned  as  aibnHid." 

After  some  debate,  nnd  having  amended  the  first 
resolution  by  striking-  out  the  words  printed  in 
italic,  and  inrertine,  "  whose  certificates  of  pay 
were  delivered  to  the  regimental  aeents,  pursuant 
to  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  3d  of  PJovember,  1783, 
which  shall  appear  to  have  been  embezzled  by 
those  asents,  and  who,  in  consequence,  remain 
unpaid,"  the  committee  rose,  and  reported  the 
amendment  The  House  agreed  to  the  amend- 
meni.  After  some  objections  to  the  resolulion,  it 
was  negaiired — 47  to  32. 

This  report  was  supported  by  Messrs.  D.  Fos- 
ter, Otis,  Sbwall,  SHGP4itn,  Skinnbb.  and  Var- 
and  opposed  by  Messrs.  Dayton,  GALtJiTllf, 
and  Macon. 

Mr.  Harper,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  made  the  following  reports,  viz : 

An  uofavorahle  report  on  the  petitioo  of  the 
Sergeant-at-Arms  and  Doorkeeper  for  ao  increase 
of  salary  ;  and  on  a  petition  from  the  distillers  of 
Provideocc.  Rhode  Island,  praying  for  an  increase 
of  duty  on  foreign  spirits ;  both  of  which  were 
concurred  in  by  ine  House. 

Mr.  H.  also  reported  the  three  fallowing  bills, 
viz;  for  continuing  in  force  thelSlh  section  of  the 
act  making  certain  regolaliona  in  the  collection  of 
internal  duties;  for  reviving  and  continuing  in 
forceanact  respecting  the  compensation  of  clerks; 
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and  a  bill  allering  the  time  of  making  eniries  or 
stills.  All  nhicb  were  committed  for  to-morrow. 
Mi.  Tbatcbeh  reported  a  bill  to  coctinue  in 
force  the  5th  section  of  [be  act  respecting  post 
offices  aad  post  roails,  which  was  also  committed 
for  to-morrow. 

ToBaDAY,  March  20. 

The  bill  appropriating  a  sum  of  money  for  pro- 
viding suitable  buildings  for  the  Qovemment  at 
the  city  of  Washingtbo  was  read  the  third  time 
and  passed. 

FOREIGN  CONSULS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Orta,  the  House  reMlred  itself 
iaio  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  report  of 
the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  subject 
of  our  foreign  Consuls  abroad  ;  which,  having 
baen  read,  and  a  resolution  being  under  consider- 
ation for  appropriating dollars  to  reimburse 

advances  for  the  relief  of  aick  and  disabled  sea- 
men, 

Mr.  Otib  moved  to  fill  the  blank  with  $30,000, 
which  waslfte  sum  which  the  Secretary  of  Slate 
bad  estimated  necessary. 

Mr.  Gallatin  rose  to  move  an  Binendraent  to 
this  resolution.  It  appeared,  he  said,  from  the 
Speech  of  the  President  of  the  United  Stales;  by 
the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  Bute  to  the  commit- 
tee, and  by  different  letters  enclosed  therein,  that 
the  resolution  before  the  committee  would  not  be 
adeqbate  to  the  end  proposed  lo  be  effected.  Two 
objects  were  contemplated.  The  Secretary  of 
State  mentions  tbat  there  have  been  adv&nces 


made  by  our  Consuls  in  making  and  supporting 
tbe  claims  of  our  citizens  on  account  of  captures. 
The  Secreurjr  of  State  had  said  that  $30,000 
would  cover  these  advances  at  present,  for  both 
obiecta,  whereas  tjnly  one  was  inserted  in  the  re- 
■olution;  and  it  was  evident  tbe  committee  do  not 
mean  to  report  anotber  resolution  for  the  other 
object,  since  the  Chairman  proposed  to  fill  the 
blaak  with  the  whole  sum  estimated  for  both  pur- 
poui. 

The  resolution  was  objectionable  in  another 
point  of  view.  It  will  appear,  by  recurring  to  the 
President's  Speech,  and  to  sundry  letters  accom- 
paniog  this  report  from  our  agents  abroad,  that 
the  reason  why  sick  and  disabled  seamen  cannot 
be  relieved  is,  Dot  because  sufficient  money  has 
not  been  appropriated  for  the  purpose,  but  because 
the  compensation  allowed  by  \aw  is  not  sufficient.  > 
It  is  only  twelve  cents  a  day.  If,  therefore.  $30,000 
were  to  be  appropriated  for  this  purpose,  the  object 
would  not  he  answered,  without  an  authority  to 
allow  sick  and  disabled  seamen  more  than  12  cents 
aday.  He  would  therefore  move  an  amendment 
which  should  make  the  resolution  read  as  follows. 
It  only  went  to  the  relief  of  seamen.  As  he  sup- 
posed gentlemen  had  another  object  in  view,  it 
would  be  necessary  to  have  a  separate  resolution 
for  that  object.    He  submitted  tbe  following: 

"  Ruoked,  That  the  SecreUiy  of  8t»te  be  aulhaiiied, 
under  the  direction  of  the  Presidant  of  tha  United  Statei, 
to  reimbnna  such  tsuonsbia  advances  m  ma;  have 
bom  made,  oi  ihall  during  tbe  preeont  jeai  be  made. 


b;  Conauls  of  ^e  United  States  in  ibreign  eounlriea, 
for  the  relief  of  sick  and  disabled  seameD,  beyond  tha 

snms  for  that  purpose  allowed  by  Uw,  and  that 

dollan  be  appropriated  for  the  lamc." 

Mr.  Oria  said,  he  would  lay  another  resolution 
,j  the  table,  to  answer  the  other  purpose  contem- 
[tlaled.  The  resolution  had  been  submitted  gen- 
ekally ;  but  both  objects  were  intended  to  be  inclu- 
ded m  the  bill,  wbeo  brought  in.  He  therefore 
Croposed  to  till  the  blank  in  the  resolutioti  which 
ad  been  agreed  to  with  half  the  sum  viz :  $15,000, 
Mr.  Gordon  thought  it  would  be  best  to  incor- 
porate both  objects  in  the  same  resolution,  as  tbe 
estimate  had  been  made  upon  botb,  and  it  waa 
impossible  for  the  committee  to  determine  how 
much  would  be  wanted  for  each  object. 

Mr.  Gallatin  observed,  the  resolution  mi^ht 
be  agreed  lo  in  blank,  and  filled  up  in  the  bill. 
Mr.  G.  said,  it  appeared  that  the  Consuls  had,  in 
some  instances,  advanced  money  on  account  of 
the  claims  of  our  citizens,  which  it  would  be  ne- 
cessary for  Government  lo  reimburse.  He  under- 
stood, however,  that  merchants  and  owners  of 
tally  reimbursed  tbe  money  expended 


advance  the  money.  Before  any 
appropriation  was  made  for  this  object,  it  would 
be  necessary  to  authorize  the  expense,  which 
might  be  done  at  the  same  time  that  tbe  approprir 
ation  was  made.    Mr.  G.  proposed  the  following 

"  Boohed.  That  the  Preddent  of  the  United  State* 
be  aathoriied  to  raimbune  certain  adfancea  made  by 
the  Consul*  of  the  United  Butea  in  aupporting  the 
claim*  of  out  dtiaens  before  the  tiibonali  of  foreign 
conntrita,  and  ihst  die  anm  of dollan  be  appro- 
priated for  the  aame." 

This  resolution  was  also  agreed  to, and  a  com-  ' 
mittee  appointed  lo  bring  in  a  bill  accordingly. 

ACCOUNTS  OF  WILLIAM  CARMtCHAEL. 

Mr.  Harper  said,  he  had  received  informa^oB 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  that  the  ac- 
counts of  tbe  late  William  Carmichael,  Chargi 
d'Affaires  of  Spain,  had  been  evamined,  and  that 
there  was  found  a  l^lance  due  to  his  representa- 
tives of  $9,664  14  cents.  He,  therefore,  proposed 
the  following  resolution  to  the  House,  which  he 
wished  to  be  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole: 

"  Eoohed,  Thti dollars  be  aj}pn>priated  for  the 

balance  found  due  to  WiUiam  Carmichael,  late  Chargi 
d'Afiirei  at  the  Court  of  Spain." 

Tbe  House  accordingly  went  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  this  subject,  aa;l  after  bavioff 
filled  the  blank  with  the  sum  above  mentioned, 
rose,  aud,  the  House  having  concurred  in  the 
amendment,  a  bill  waa  ordered  lo  be  brought  id 

BXPOBT ATION  OP  ARMS,  Ac 
The  House,  on  motion  of  Mr.  HiRTUir,  resolv- 
ed itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
bill  for  continuing  in  force  the  act  prohibiting  for 
a  Umited  time,  tbe  exportation  of  arms  antfam- 
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maaition,  and  foT  eiicoiira{[ing  ihe  impottatioa 
tbereof. 

No  amendmeDt  being  proposed  thecorninuiee 
rosej  and  (he  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for 
a  tbird  readiog  to-morrow. 
SETTLEMENT  OF  LIMITS  WITH  GEORGIA. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  H«bpbh  the  House  thea  re- 
solved itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  bill  foi  an  amicable  settlement  of  limits  with 
the  State  of  Georgia,  and  authoriziog  the  eitab- 
Ushmeat  of  a.QOvernment  in  the  Mississippi  Ter- 
ritory. 

Mr.  MiLLGnoH  moved  to  strike  out  the  words 
"  oi  under,"  in  the  last  line  but  one  of  the  first  sec- 
tion, as  DO  person  had  any  legal  claim  upon  any 
part  of  that  Territory,  and  the  retaining  them 
wonld  seem  to  sanction  claims  which  had  been 
declared  not  to  exist,  and  would  be  offensive  to 
the  State  of  Georgia.  Two  different  claims  bad 
been  pretended,  but  they  bad  been  declared  by  the 
Legislature  to  be  null  and  void,  and  be,  as  a  Rep- 
resentative of  that  State,  declared  there  was  no 

Mr.  HAaPER  was  opposed  to  striking  out  these 
words.  Whether  the  claims  of  certain  individu- 
als upon  this  territory  were  well  or  ill-founded, 
was  not  DOW  the  question,  tbeir  validity  must  be 
determined  in  a  Court  of  Justice.  That  there  did 
exist  claims,  in  which  a  ereat  number  of  persons 
were  interested,  was  well  known ;  and  the  ques- 
tion was,  whether,  when  the  United  States  were 
about  to  make  an  amicable  settlement  with  the 
Stale  of  Georgia,  it  would  not  be  good  policy  to 
hold  out  also  an  accommodation  with  tnose  per- 
EODs?  Nor  could  he  believe  that  the  State  of  Geor- 
gia could  take  offence  at  this.  The  United  States 
come  forward  to  the  State  of  Georgia,  and  say,  you 
have  a  claim  to  a  large  territory,  to  pari  of  which 
we  lay  claim,  to  other  pails  we  have  none,  but  we 
know  that  certain  individuab  have  claims  upon  it 
It  is  the  desire  of  the  United  Siatei 


the 


this  dispute.    Should  we  agree  with   you  fi 
of  this  territory,  and  be  placed  in  )'oi 


situation,  then  we  shall  have  en  our  hands  the  lit- 
igalion  wilh  the  persons  who  claim  upori  you.  and 
will  settle  the  business  with  them  as  well  as  we 
can.  This,  he  said,  could  have  no  other  appear- 
ance than  that  the  Gavernmenl  of  the  United 
States  were  desirous  of  accoramodaiing  a  differ- 
ence which  might  not  otherwiw  be  easily  settled. 
A  neeoiiatjon  would,  of  course,  take  place  between 
the  United  States  and  Georgia.  That  State  could 
not  be  expected  lo  cede  this  territory  without  an 
adequate  compensation,  and  when  they  had  ob- 
tained this,  our  settling  any  difference  wilh  per- 
sons who  lay  claim  to  a  part  of  this  territory 
could  not  affect  that  State,  and  the  retaining  of 
these  words  would  show  to  the  persons  claiming, 
that  though  the  United  States  would  not  allow 
their  claim,  they  were  wilting  to  refer  it  to  ami- 
cable settlement.  A  very  powerful  part  of  Geor- 
Dleresled  in  these  claims.  Sales 
,  or  allesed  to  be  ma  ~ 
ber  of  companies,  which  included  a  great  variety 
of  characters  and  interests,  cousideraole  for  their 


number  and  for  their  activity.  How  will  this 
clause  operate  upon  thai  class  of  racnl  The  Slate 
of  Georgia,  we  know,  has  denied  their  right. 
They  say  the  act  by  which  the  sale  was  made 
was  obtained  by  fraud,  and  was  uncoustitulional. 
These  men^  therefore,  have  no  hone  while  Georgia 
possesses  this  lerriloryj  but  if  the  United  States  hold 
out  in  this  act  the  idea  of  an  amicable  settlement 
with  them,  would  they  not  be  enlisted  in  behalf  of 
the  cession,  and  this  by  Iwn  words  in  the  bill  be- 
fore the  committee  7  Mr.  H.  said  he  had  no  inter- 
est in  these  claims.  There  was  a  period  in  which 
he  had  an  interest  in  them,  but  when  there  was  a 
prospect  in  the  year  1795  of  (he  business  coming 
before  Congress,  he  gave  up  his  risht  to  them. 

Mi.  Vehable  was  in  favor  of  the  amendment. 
It  was  of  much  greater  importance  than  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Caronna  seemed  to  think  it. 
He  asked  whether  gentlemen  were  prepared  to 
appropriate  a  sum  of  money  to  satiafv  these  Geor- 
gia purchasers,  which  would  not  be  less  than  half 
a  million  of  dollars.  Nay,  he  supposed  it  would 
be  considerable  more,  as  part  of  the  land  had  been 
sold  out  by  the  original  purchasers,  and  considera- 
ble advances  made,  all  which,  he  supposed,  it  was 
the  intention  of  the  bill  to  reftmd.  The  individu- 
als having  declined  to  take  back  the  half  millioa 
of  dollars  which  they  had  paid  for  the  land,  choos- 
ing raiher  to  risk  the  whole  than  give  up  their 
claim,  it  may  be  expected  they  will  be  higb  fn 
their  demands.  Believing  (hat  these  words 
were  introduced  wilh  a  view  of  indemnifying  the 
purchasers  of  these  lands,  he  thought  il  important 
that  they  should  be  struck  out.  He  believed,  be- 
sides, that  it  would  never  be  a  proGlable  thins  for 
the  United  States  to  go  into  the  purchase  of  back 
lands.  They  must  ca]r:ulate  upon  a  certain  loss 
in  any  such  speculation.  The  expenses  attending 
the  salei,  the  difficulty  of  collecting  money,  insol- 
veucie.Sj&c.,  were  considerations  sufflcieol  lo  deter 
the  Government  from  engaging  in  such  a  busineaa. 
Besides,  if  (his  amendment  was  agreed  to,  and 
Georgia  made  a  cession  of  this  territory  to  the 
Unil^  Slates,  the  claims  of  individuals  would 
stand  on  the  same  ground  as  before  the  cession.  If 
their  claim  was  good,  it  would  aiill  remain  so ;  and 
if  nol  good  at  pre^nt,  it  ought  never  to  he  good. 
He  hoped,  therefore,  the  amendment  would  obtain. 

Mr.  Nicholas  could  scarcely  believe  that  there 
could  be  a  serious  intention  in  any  part  of  the  com- 
mittee to  give  the  proposed  power  lo  the  Commis- 
sioners (0  be  appointed  under  this  law,  viz :  to  bind 
the  United  Slates  (o  any  amount,  not  only  to  tlte 
State  of  Georgia,  hut  to  individual  claimants  on 
this  territory.  And  is  it,  said  he,  a  business  of  this 
magnitude  that  engages  so  little  the  attention  of 
the  committee  T  Q  this  was  the  object  of  the  bill, 
it  was  one  of  the  most  important  questions  upon 
which  he  had  ever  been  called  lo  act;  but  he 
could  scarcely  think  the  subject  could  be  of  such 
magnitude,  when  he  recollected  what  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina  had  stated  was  the  ad- 
vauiege  to  be  derived  to  the  Uniled  Slates  from 
entering  into  this  engagement;  it  was  that  these 
per^>ons  would  use  their  ioBuence  with  the  Slate 
of  Georgia  to  make  the  surrender.    It  was  a  little 
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remarkable  ihai,  for  so  litile  ihe  gentleman  should 
be  inclined  to  give  so  much.  Indeed,  instead  of 
this  gaining  aoy  advantage  to  (he  United  States, 
the  eeDtlemau  from  Georgia  bad  stated  that  even 
to  glance  at  these  claims  would  be  offensive  lo 
that  State.  Before  this  power  was  given  to  the 
Commissioners  the  committee  ought  to  be  readf 
to  appropriate  at  least  a  million  of  dollars  for 
Ihe  purpose.  He  thought  it  would  be  very  im- 
prudent to  embark  in  any  such  speculation,  and 
thereby-  pledge  themselves  to  provide  money  to 
any  amount  which  it  may  please  these  commis- 
■ioners  to  stipulate  for.  We  have,  said  he,  land 
enoaKhslready,  and  need  not  purenase  more ;  es- 
pecially as  we  find  a  slow  sate  for  what  we  have. 
If  the  jurisdiction  was  wanted,  let  it  be  stipulated 
for  separately,  and  not  think  of  going  lo  purchase 
an  immense  territory,  one-half  of  which  we  have 
a  claim  to  already,  while  we  have  several  millions 
of  acres  more  than  we  know  what  to  do  with. 

Mr.  MiLLEDOB  said  it  was  the  wish  of  the  people 
of  Georgia  that  a  cession  of  the  dominion  and  soil 
of  this  territory  should  be  made  to  the  United 
States,  and  the  L^islaiure  of  that  State  are  readj 
to  meet  (he  Unitea  States  on  the  business ;  but  if 
these  words  were  retained  they  would  prove  an 
obstacle  in  the  way  of  the  cession  of  either  the 
territory  or  jurisdiction,  as  the  Lezislature  were 
determined  to  set  their  face  against  these  pretend- 
ed purchasers.  Indeed,  two  of  the  individual 
purcnasers  are  now  contesting  with  each  oihe 
and,  therefore,  for  the  United  States  to  Interfere 
would  only  be  to  involve  them  in  difficulties  aud 
lawsuits;  for  the  purchase  is  not  only  denied  by 
the  State  of  Georgia^  but  the  individual  purchasers 
ihemselres  are  denying  to  each  other  the  legality 
of  their  purchases. 

Mi.  Baldwin  said,  the  committee  would  recol- 
lect the  manner  in  which  this  subject  came  under 
consideration,  by  means  of  the  Message  from  the 
President,  who  recommended  that  the  right  of 
■oil  and  jurisdiction  of  this  territory  should  be 
obtained,  and  when  this  was  done,  that  the  United 
Stales  ought  to  establish  a  temporary  government 
there.  No  notice  was  taken  by  him  of  any  inter- 
feriiw  claims.  The  present  motion  was  intended, 
and  he  thought  it  best,  to  confine  their  attention  to 
the  objects  recommended  by  the  President.  The 
other  question  would  of  course  be  left  open.  If 
the  United  States  meant  to  go  back  to  all  the 
rights  of  the  Natchez  country,  they  might  go  back 
to  the  Hgbi  of  Great  Britain,  afterwards  to  that 
of  Spain,  and  of  different  companies  of  Indivi- 
daals.  He  thought  it  best  to  confine  the  object  of 
the  bill.  When  a  lemnorory  government  is  eata* 
bliahed,  and  an  amicatde  adjustment  has  taken 
place  between  the  United  States  and  Georgia,  it 
will  then  remain  a  question  with  the  United 
States,  whether  it  will  be  best  to  settle  the  inter- 
fering claims  by  a  general  power  given  to  Com- 
missioners, or  to  leave  them  to  be  settled  by  the 
judicial  power.  He  hoped,  therefore,  the  words 
would  be  struck  out. 

Mr.  Harpeh  fnlly  concurred  in  opinion  with 
gentlemen,  that  tbe  other  objects  of  the  bill  were 
more  important  to  be  obtamed  than  the  object 


which  these  words  were  intended  to  obtain.  A 
cession  of  the  right  of  jurisdiciioD  alone  would  be 
desirable,  if  no  other  cession  could  be  obtained,  tu 
such  a  cession  and  the  establishment  of  a  tempo- 
rary government,  would  remove  all  the  serious 
difliculties  now  experienced;  but  notwithstanding 
this,  he  believed  the  bill  would  be  better  as  it 
stands  than  with  the  words  struck  out.  This  was, 
however,  mere  matter  of  opinion,  and  if  the 
amendment  was  carried,  he  should  still  be  in  favor 
□f  the  bill.  If  the  amendment  was  carried,  he 
knew  the  rights  of  those  who  claimed  part  otthu 
territory  would  be  as  firm  under  the  United  States 
as  they  are  now  under  Gborgia.  and  we  shall  after- 
wards be  at  liberty  to  make  an  accommodation 
with  them.  Bui  he  thought  it  would  be  best  now 
to  make  the  attempt  by  connecting  the  two  obiecls 
together.  As  to  the  feais  of  the  gentleman  rrom 
Virginia  with  respect  to  the  extent  of  this  bill,  and 
as  to  the  abase  which  might  be  made  of  the  power 
placed  in  the  President  and  Commissioners,  the 
same  abuse  might  take  place  If  this  amendment 
was  carried.  They  mignt  then  agree  to  give  the 
State  of  Georgia  ten  miUions  of  dollars  by  treaty 
for  the  territory  in  question.  But  because  the 
power  might  be  abused,  that  could  not  be  admit- 
ted as  an  argument  against  giving  it.  Gould  it 
be  supposed  that  the  owners  of  this  land  were 
'  favorites  of  the  Executive  that  they  will 
agree  to  give  them  a  very  extravagant  price  for 
property  which  we  can  do  without?  He  thought 
no  fear  was  necessary  on  this  head,  as  the  Presi- 
dent would  be  sensible  such  a  step  would  excite 
general  censure.  But  was  there  no  other  way  of 
settling  these  claims  but  by  paying  large  sums  of 
money  ?  He  conceived  there  was,  and  that  they 
might  be  adjusted  by  a  division  of  the  laud,  as 
there  could  be  no  doubt  these  persons  would  be 
glad  to  relinquish  one-half  or  two-thirds  of  the 
country  for  an  undisnuted  title  :o  the  rest.  But 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  seemed  to  think  we 
bad  land  enough,  and  that  we  made  no  advantage 
of  what  we  have.  He  raid  he  knew  we  had  ob- 
tained t50,000  from  the  sale  of  our  land,  and  that 
Individuals  are  still  anxious  to  purchaw,  though 
not  at  tbe  price  at  which  it  is  fixed.  But  (he 
United  States  are  desirous  of  getting  possession 
of  this  territory,  not  so  much  on  account  of  the 
valoe  of  the  land  as  for  other  purposes,  and  parti- 
cularly for  the  edtablisbmeni  of  a  government  at 
the  Natchez.    He  wished,  therefore,  to  retain  the 

After  a  few  observations  from  Mr.  Findley.  id 
favor  of  the  amendment,  the  question  was  taken 
and  carried,  there  being  59  votes  in  its  favor. 

Mr.  NicaoL&e  was  not  Mtisfied  that  the  Presi- 
dent and  these  Commissioners  should  have  it  in 
their  power  to  pledge  the  United  States  to  pay 
of  mouey  they  pleased.  He  would  con- 
uch  in  the  present  President  as  any  other, 
but  his  opinion  might  differ  from  the  opinion  oi 
Congress  as  to  the  value  of  this  territory  to  the 
United  States  and  it  would  be  parting  with  a 
power  which  tney  ought  to  retain.  He,  therefore, 
moved  to  add  to  tbe  end  of  the  first  section, 
provided  that  the  said  Commissioners  shall  not 
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be  antborized  to  bind  the  Usited  States  to  pay 
BDV  sum  of  money." 

Mr.  Harper  apprehended  the  geatlemao  from 
TireiDiB  must  be  in  jest  Such  e,  provision  would 
make  the  bill  wholly  nua;atory,  as  the  Commis- 
sioners  would  nol  be  able  to  come  to  any  coulraci 
with  the  Slate  of  Oeorgia.  He  hoped  the  Com- 
missioners, under  the  control  of  the  President, 
would  be  trusted  to  transact  this  business,  or  if 
the  President  was  not  to  be  trusted,  somebody 
else;  but  he  did  not  wish  the  three  Commisaion- 
ers  to  be  seat  to  Qeorgia  with  their  fingers  in 
their  mouths.  He  could  not  conceive  a  more 
nuKatory  or  idle  message. 

Sb.  MtLLBOGB  hoped  this  amendment  would  be 
rejected,  as  it  would  destroy  ibe  ioleni  of  the  bill 
if^cariied.  The  country  to  be  negotiated  for,  u 
an  amazing  tract  of  country  of  sixty  or  seventy 
millions  of  acres  of  land,  as  valuable  as  any  in  the 
world,  which  the  Slate  of  Qeurgia  could  not  be 
expected  to  surrender,  or  to  yield  the  jurisdiction 
of  it,  without  an  equivalent.  He  hoped  tbe  Com- 
missioners would  be  invested  with  full  powers. 

Mt.  N1CH01.A8  assured  the  gentleman  from 
Eloutb  Carolina  he  was  very  serious  in  making 
hit  amendment;  and  if  it  would  produce  the 
effect  staled  by  him  and  the  gentleman  from  Qeor- 
gia, he  was  ready  to  say  the  bill  oU|;ht  to  be 
rejected.  The  gentleman  from  Georgia  had  stated 
ihac  Congress  were  about  to  authorize  Commis- 
sioners to  purchase  sixty  or  seventy  millions  of 
acres  of  the  best  land  in  the  world.  To  bind  the 
United  States  to  pay  for  a  pnrchase  of  tl 
would  be  au  act  of  madness.  Where 
money  to  be  got?     The  -President  may  act  with 

diseieiioD, yet  be  may  think  it  his  duty  tc    ' 

equivalent  for  this  land.    Tbe  genilem 
South  Carolina  seemed  not  to  mind  where  the 
power  of  acting  on  ibis  business  was  placed,  so  ' 
that  it  was  not  in  the   House  of  Representatives, 
where,  according  to  that  Mntleman's  opinion, 

Kwer  could  not  be  safely  lodged.  He  trusted, 
wever,  the  committee  possessed  sufficient  pru-  < 
dence  not  to  act  upon  this  business  umtil  they  had 
it  more  clearly  before  them. 

Hr.  Qallatik  observed,  that  the  first  section  of 
this  bill  had  two  objects  ;  the  first  goes  to  the  ami- 
cable settlement  of  limits,  as  to  that  part  of  this 
country  to  which  the  United  States  lay  claim. 
In  this  respect  unlimited  power  is  given  to  tbe 
Commissioners  and  the  President.  That  part 
would  not,  therefore,  be  affected  by  this  amend- 
ment. The  next  object  goes  10  a  relinquishment 
on  the  part  of  Georgia  of  the  whole  or  any  part 
of  the  territory,  both  as  to  jurisdiction  and  soil,  to 
which  the  United  States  have  no  claim.  Though 
it  may  be  good  policy  to  obiaic  a  cession  of  this 
part  of  the  country,  yet  it  is  not  immediately 
necessary,  since  the  Commissioners  will  be  at 
libeTt)[  to  .treat  fully  as  to  that  part  of  the  country 
to  which  the  United  States  have  a  claim.  Tbe 
amendment  only  went  to  say  that  no  contract 
which  involved  tbe  payment  of  money  should  be 
valid  until  sanctioned  by  Congress.  He  thought 
this  a  {iroper  {vovision.  This  power  of  bindmg 
the  United  States  to  the  payment  of  money  in 
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B  concern,  is  nol  refused  to  the  President  from 
idea  that  be  will  abuse  the  power,  but  becaUM 
a  a  business  which  belongs  to  Congrebs  and  not 
to  him.  As  he  has  aot  the  raising  and  providing 
of  money,  he  is  not  so  good  a  jud^  as  Congrea* 
uf  what  can  be  spared  for  any  object.  All  cea* 
had  heretofore  been  made  in  this  way ;  those 
of  Virginia  and  Connecticut  under  tbe  old  Qot- 
ernment,  and  that  of  North  Carolina  under  ttw 
present.  All  these  cessions  were  accepted  by  Con- 
gress, yet  these  States  did  nol  decline  to  make 
their  cessioos  conditionally ;  nor  would  Georgia. 
He  wished  the  bill  to  pass ;  bni  except  it  cai»- 
tained  some  principle  similar  to  this,  he  abouM 
vote  agaiDsiit. 

Mr.  Vgnable  proposed  an  amendment  which 
he  thought  was  better  calculated  for  the  purpote 
ictended  than  tbe  one  under  con  side  ration,  which 
Mr.  Nicholas  would  have  consented  to  have 
admitted  in  place  of  his,  but  it  was  declared  by 
the  Chair  not  to  be  in  order. 

Mr.  Habfer  explained  what  he  had  said  about 
trusting  tbe  power  of  negotiating  in  other  bands 
than  the  Executive.  The  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania, he  said,  had  discovered  thai  the  fir«  se«- 
tion  of  tbe  bill  had  two  objects.  It  had;  but  be 
believed  that  gentleman  had  mistaken  ibera  botL 
The  first,  he  staled,  was  to  settle  the  limiU  be- 
tween the  United  Slates  and  Georgia;  and  both 
of  the  gentlemen  from  Virginia  who  had  spoken 
OQ  this  subject  bad  repeated  tbe  same  expression. 
From  this,  it  would  appear  that  the  United  State* 
have  a  claim  upon  that  tiountry  which  the  State 
of  Georgia  allows;  whereas  she  does  not  allow  aa 
to  have  a  single  inch  ofland  in  that  State.  There- 
fore, all  parts  of  the  bill  went  to  the  same  object, 
which  was  tu  obtain  a  cession  of  the  territory, ana 
jurisdiction  both  of  what  we  claim,  (and  which 
she  does  not  allow,)  and  what  we  do  not  claim ; 
and  this  could  not  be  obtained  in  any  other  way 
than  by  either  giving  Georgia  a  sum  of  money 
for  the  cession,  or  by  taking  it  by  the  strong  hand 
of  force.  This  bill  is,  therefore,  no  more  a  bill 
.  for  settling  limits,  than  it  is  a  bill  for  building  tes 
I  frigates.  Qui  interfering  claim  would  certainly 
be  considered  in  the  adjustment  of  the  price, 
I  though  it  was  not  allowed  by  Georgia  to  exist. 
'  That  part  to  which  we  have  no  claim,  would,  ct 
course,  be  fixed  at  a  higher  rale,  and  the  President 
may  or  may  not  agree  to  purchase  it.  The  gOk- 
I  tleman  from  Petmsylvania  had  staled,  this  wac 
no  new  doctrine,  as  Congress  had  always  coB- 
I  firmed  the  cessions  which  bad  been  made  by  the 
differenl  States ;  but  there  was  no  ne^  of  a  con- 
I  tract  in  those  cessions,  as  they  were  all  ma^ 
without  a  price,  as  a  sacrifice  for  the  good  of  the 
Union.  It  was  said  that  the  CommissionerB  might 
do  every  thing  but  pay  the  money;  but  this  waa 
every  tning,  and  except  they  had  the  power  of 
completing  their  bargain,  there  would  be  no  ute 
in  sendiag  them. 

Mr.  J.  Willi  AM  a  supposed,  from  the  title  t^the 
bill^  it  was  a  bill  for  an  amicable  settlement  of 
limits  with  Qeorgia;  but,  hy  the  observations  of 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  it  appeared 
it  was  to  provide  for  the  purchase  of  Qeoigi* 
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Unds.  He  did  not  feel  williog  to  go  lo  purchase 
Uodsof  any  Sute.  if  il  were  ialroded  tosetlle: 
dispute  about  a  boundary  line,  he  sliouli]  be  ii 
CkTor  of  it;  but  he  could  not  ihiok  of  empowering 
Commissioners  to  purchase  siity  million  acres  of 
laud.  It  was  to  be  iameated,  he  said,  that  the 
Slate  of  Oeorff ia  had  not  loog-  ago  made  a  cession 
of  that  part  of  her  territory  to  which  the  United 
States  are  entitled;  but  now  [hey  tell  us  if  we 
wsnl  land  we  must  purchase  it.  He  was  not  for 
doinz  this.    If  it  was  theirs,  lei  them  hold  it     __ 

griadictioD  of  a  part  of  her  territory  was  wanted 
r  a  proviaiosal  GoTernment,  he  thought  that 
State  ought  to  come  forward  as  others  bad  done 
and  make  a  cession  of  it,  without  price.  He  had 
no  objection  to  the  appointing  Commissioners  to 
inquire  upon  what  terms  the  land  could  be  got : 
but  he  wouldgo  no  further.  He  hoped  theamend- 
meni  would  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Datton  (the  Speaker)  rose  to  make  an 
amendment  which  he  hoped  would  be  agreed  \ 
by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  in  place  of  hi., 
u  it  would  effect  his  object,  and  he  thought  be 
preferable  to  the  one  he  had  offered.  It  was  to 
make  the  latter  part  of  the  first  section,  a^er  the 
word  ''  South  Carolina,"  read,  "  and  also  I 
o«ire  any  proposals  for  a  relinquishment  oi 
•ion  of  the  whole  or  any  part  of  the  other  territory 
elaimed  by  the  State  of  Georgia,  and  out  of  ihi 
ordinary  jurisdiction  thereof." 

This  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MiLLEDOB  moved  to  amend  the  3d  section 
of  the  bill,  respectice  tfai  erecting  of  a  temporary 
Oorernment,  by  adding  these  words,  "as  soon  as 
the  consent  of  the  Legislaiure  of  Georgia  shall  be 
obtained." 

Mr.  Hahper  was  opposed  lo  this  amendment, 
the  effect  of  which,  he  said,  would  be  to  make  this 
Government  depend  upon  the  settlement  of  its 
litigation  with  Georgia  before  a  temporary  Oot- 
crnment  could  be  established  at  the  Natchez. 
where  there  are  between  four  and  five  thousand 
aouls,  witbont  government,  as  it  is  supposed  the 
Spaniards  have  withdrawn  themselves  from  the 
posts  which  they  have  so  long  held  there  contrary 
lo  treaty,  and  these  people  are  at  the  distance  of 
•iz  hundred  miles  from  the  ordinary  jurisdiction 
of  the  GoTemment  of  Georgia,  which  distance  is 
a  continued  deiiert,  in  which  are  several  nations  of 
Indians.  It  cannot  be  expected,  therefore,  that 
the  State  of  Georgia  will  or  can  extend  her  Gov- 
emment  thither.  So  that  one  of  our  moit  vbIu- 
Me  frontiers  will  be  left  in  an  unprotected  and 
disorderly  stale.  The  inhabitants  have  sent  for- 
ward a  memorial  praying  for  a  Government,  and 
there  is  the  most  satisfactory  evidence  that  aGov- 
«niment  is  necessary.  Whether  thev  shall  have 
one  or  not,  ought  not,  therefore,  to  oepend  upon 
the  State  of  Georgia. 

Mr.  NtcHOLAS  said,  it  appeared  to  him  that  this 
bill  was  contradictory  in  itself,  as  il  states  we  will 
BOI  impair  the  jurisdiction  of  Georgia,  at  the  same 
time  tnaC  it  proposes  to  establish  a  Qoverament 
within  her  territory.  The  gentleman  from  South 
Ckrolina  had  shown  that  it  would  be  very  incon- 
TCBient  for  the  Government  of  Georgia  to  hold 


this  jurisdiction ;  but  he  supposed  if  ike  United 
States  sent  a  Government  tnere  before  they  ad- 
justed their  difference  with  Georgia,  that  State 
would  not  look  very  cordially  upon  the  transac- 
tion, and  it  would  of  course  embarrass  that  ad- 
justment. He  ho|ted  the  State  of  Georgia  would 
not  be  divested  of^her  territory  by  the  strong  hand 
of  power. 

Mr.  Datton  wished  the  committee  would  rise, 
as  this  was  too  important  a  question  to  be  decidea 
when  there  was  scarcely  a  quorum  of  member* 
in  the  House.  But  he  would  say,  that  cases 
mighi  exist,  which  would  not  only  justify  the 
United  Stales  in  establishing  a  Government  in 
the  quarter  alluded  to  without  the  consent  of 
Georgia,  but  even  within  the  ordinary  jurisdiction 

The  committee  rose;  and  upon  leave  beiDg 
asked  to  sit  again, 

Mr.  Gallatin  hoped  it  would  not  be  given,  as 
he  wished  the  bill  to  be  recommitted  to  the  select 
committee  in  order  to  obtain  some  ioformatioii 
which  he  understood  was  before  the  Senate,  witll 
respect  to  the  title  which  the  United  States  have 
to  certain  parts  of  the  territory  in  question,  as  be 
wished  before  they  proceeded  to  establish  a  Gor- 
ernment  at  the  Natchez  to  know  something  as  to 
the  title  which  they  had  to  it. 

Mr.  HAHPEa  thought  there  was  no  necessity  to 
recommit  the  bill  to  accomplish  this  object,  aa  the 
genileman  might  go  to  the  Senate  and  obtain  the 
information  he  wished  from  thence.  He  believed 
ihey  had  nothing  more  than  a  copy  of  an  extract 
which  he  had  himself  taken  of  an  ofGcial  copy  t^ 
a  grant  given  of  West  Florida  by  the  Biitixli 
Government  in  the  year  1770,  which  was  now  in 
the  hands  of  a  gentleman  of  New  York  who  was 
Secretary  to  the  Governor — the  original  of  which 
he  supposed  was  in  the  office  of  Trade  aod  Plant- 
ations in  London. 

The  question  for  leave  to  sit  again  was  nega- 
tived by  43  to  36;  and  the  bill  was  reeommiiied 
lu  the  select  committee  for  the  purpose  of  ol>- 
mining  certain  information  on  the  subject,  rela- 
tive to  the  title  of  the  United  States  to  a  part  of 
that  territory. 

WfiUNESDAT,  March  21. 
Mr.  DEHNifl  presented  a  petition  from  the  in- 
habitants of  Dorchester  county,  Maryland,  pray- 
ing for  an  aiieraiion  in  the  post  road,  and  the  es- 
tablishing of  a  post  office  at  Cambridge. 
Mr.  Gallatin  wished  to  propose  a  resolution 
the  House  on  the  same  subject,  viz:  lo  direct 
the  Committee  on  Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads  to 
inquire  into  the  propriety  of  establishing  a  post 
road  from  Pittsburg  to  Presqu'Isle.  He  had  no 
petition  from  that  part  of  ibe  country ;  nor  wa* 
It  on  account  of  the  new  and  extensive  settlement 
which  had  recently  taken  place  in  thai  quarter 
that  he  proposed  it;  but  because  it  is  the  shortest 
t  from  our  garrisons  there  to  the  seat  of  Gov- 
leni,  and  il  will  be  much  cheaper  to  Govern- 
ment to  establish  a  post  road,  than  to  be  ni  the 
f^eqoeot  expense  of  expresses.    Agreed  to. 
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The  bill  for  cootiauing  id  force  the  act  .  . 
probibiting  for  a  limited  time  the  ezporikiion  of 
arms  and  anHDOaiiioii,  and  for  eoeouraging  the 
imporiation  thereof,  was  read  the  third  time,  and 

Mr.  Harper,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Meaas,  reported  a  bill  makiog  an  appropriaiioD 
fof  the  payment  of  a  balance  found  due  to  the 
legal  represeDiatives  of  William  Carmiohael,  de- 
ceased ;  which  was  committed  for  lo-monow. 
BUNDBY  BILLS. 

The  House  severally  resolved  itself  ioto  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  following  bills, 

The  bill  altering  the  time  of  eaten ug  stills,  and 
for  other  purposes.  [The  lime  of  entering  wa^  fixed 
from  the  first  day  oiJuly  to  the  last  day  of  Octo- 
ber, instead  of  from  the  last  day  of  December  to 
the  firat  of  Marcb,  which  was  struck  out.] 

The  bill  to  contiaae  ia  force  the  act  tor  regu- 
lating the  compeusatioD  of  clerks,  and  for  other 
purposes.  [Id  this  bill  was  introduced  a  clause 
makiug  an  additional  allowance  to  the  eugro.'is- 
ing  clerks  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, and  totbeSergeant-at-Arms  and  Door- 
keepers.] 

The  bill  to  continue  in  force,  for  a  limited  time, 
part  of  an  act  therein  mentioned.  [This  clause 
authorized  the  President  to  make  addilional  com- 
pensation to  the  collectors  of  the  internal  reve- 
nue, so  as  that  the  addition  shall  not  exceed  one- 
third  of  their  ordinary  allowance.] 

These  bills  were  severally  agreed  to,  and  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading  to-mor- 
rofw. 

STANDING  RULES. 

On  motion,  the  House  resolved  itself  inio  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  report  of  a  select 
committee  to  whom  was  referred  three  several 
motims  for  amending  the  standing  rules  of  the 
House,  Mr.  Eitterjl  in  the  Chair.  The  first  ol 
these  motions  was,  to  direct  that  no  question 
should  be  taken  for  the  tecoosideraiion  of  any 
vote  when  a  less  number  were  present  than  when 
the  original  vote  was  passed.  The  second,  pro- 
posed that  no  motion  for  adjournment  should  be 
received,  unless  by  unanimous  consent,  whilst 
another  motion  waspendiiw-  The  third,  propos- 
ed that  persons  attending  the  House  for  the  pur- 
poae  of  taking  down  the  debates  and  proceedings 
should  be  permitted  to  take  their  places  within  the 
bsr  of  the  House. 

I  The  select  committee  recommended  that  the 
first  should  be  adopted,  and  the  two  last  disa- 
greed to. 
After  a  few  obsetvations,  the  report  of  the  se- 
lect committee  on  the  first  wss  disa^eed  to^  and 
of  course  the  proposition  was  negatived. 

Mr.  NicBOLAB  moved  that  the  committee  should 
rise.  He  hoped  this  subject  wmild  not  be  acted 
upon  at  present.  He  believed  his  colleaKQe,  (Mr. 
Dawboh.)  who  brought  ii  forward,  had  waived 
thecslljug  of  it  up  ^om  an  idea  that  the  discus- 
siou  of  it  might  prodtiee  tome  pwaonal  initsiion. 


He  hoped,  therefore,  ii  would  be  postponed  until 
the  public  business  which  was  before  the  House 
was  disposed  of. 

Mr.  Dayton  (tbe  Speaker)  did  not  know  what 
the  gentleman  meant  by  personal  irritation.  He- 
hoped  he  would  explain  himself, 

Mr.  Nicholas  replied,  that  the  gentleman  from 
New  Jersey  must  recollect  the  manner  in  which 
he  expressed  himself  when  this  proposition  was 
brougnt  forward.  He  required  it  to  be  commit- 
ted, and  made  a  declaration  which  showed  that 
he  himself  considered  his  conduct  as  conoecied 
with  it.  When  the  importance  of  a  faithful  re- 
port of  (he  proceedings  of  that  Houm  was  con- 
sidered, it  must  be  allowed  that  it  was  of  conse- 
quence that  peraous  aiteoding  for  the  purpose  of 
taking  notes  should  be  aa  independent  aa  possible. 

If,  however,  no  gentleman  considered  nis  own 
feelings  as  concerned^  he  should  have  no  disposi- 
tion to  waive  the  subject;  but  as  he  did  not  ex- 
K;t  it  would  have  been  entered  upon  lo-day,  be 
pcd  the  committee  would  rise,  and  let  it  be 
taken  up  at  an  early  period. 

Mr.  Allew  hoped  the  committee  would  not 
rise  until  some  infarmaEion  was  given  aa  to  the 
metbod  of  doing  this  business.  It  was  understood 
by  tbe  people  abroad  that  the  debates  were  pub- 
lished by  the  Clerk  of  the  House,  and  authorized 
by  the  House.  He  wished  the  public  might  be 
undeceived  on  this  point.  He  had  seen  persons 
in  the  House  who  appeared  to  take  down  the  pro- 
ceedings ;  but  he  wished  to  know  how  they  came 
there.  He  though)  the  public  bad  been  abused 
by  accounts  of  debates  which  had  been  published, 
and  he  wished  the  Clerk  to  be  exonerated  from 
any  blame  in  the  business. 

Mr.  Dawson  hoped  the  conunittee  would  rise, 
for  the  reasons  which  had  been  mentioned.  When 
he  first  offered  this  resoluiion  to  the  House,  he  de- 
clared he  bad  no  particular  person  in  view.  He 
thought  it  fonnded  on  propnety  and  sound  reason, 
and  therefore  he  proposed  it. 

Mr.  QoROOH  hoped  the  committee  would  not 
tise.  He  was  himself  ready  to  vote  upon  tbe  ques- 
tion. He  did  not  wish  by  any  means  to  give  the 
sanction  of  the  House  to  any  debates  whico  might 
be  published.  He  did  not  think  the  question  of 
that  importance  which  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia seemed  to  attach  to  it. 

Mr.  Dayton  hoped  that  a  decision  might  be 
had  without  delay,  especially  as  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  (Mr.  Nicholas)  had  given  the 
business  a  turn  and  directiou  which  the  movN  of 
the  proposition  himself  bad  disavowed.  He 
knew  that  the  proposition  wonld  produce  this 
efl'ect,  but  he  did  not  suppose  ibe  gentleman  would 
have  avowed,  on  this  fioor,  that  this  question  was 
to  be  connected  with  a  late  decision  of  the  Speak- 
er. Ifgenilemen  intended  this,  why  didtheynot 
do  it  in  an  open,  candid,  and  manly  manner,  by 
~>m  the  decision  of  the  Chair  at  the 
le  motion  was  intended  to  rein- 
upon  the  floor  whom  the  Speaker 
had  discharged  from  it,  he  wished  it  now  to  be 
decided,  and  not  to  tie  till  the  end  of  tbe  session, 
to  be  called  up  or  not,  at  the  will  ofthemorer,  in  ■ 
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ordei  to  have  it  ascertained  whethet  the  Speakei 

had  acted  properly  or  otherwise- 
Mr.  BnooKe  saw  no  leasoa  why  the  commit- 
tee should  riae.    The  geatteman  from  TirgiDla 
Baid  the  subject  was  imporiaot;  if  so,  it  ought 
now  to  be  decided  upon. 

Mr.  Nicholas  thousht  what  he  had  said  might 
btve  satisfied  the  geatleman  from  New  Jersey  he 
to  his  iatentioas.  As  he  did  not  bring  forward 
the  motion,  he  could  oat  t  '  '  ' 
any  design  ia  the  busioess. 
every  oae  that  the  gentleman  himself  conuecled 
this  question  with  a  late  decision.  He  wished  it 
was  not  so  coDoected.  He  thought  the  regulation 
proposed  absolutely  necessary,  in  order  to  secure 
ajust  and  fair  reMrl  of  (heir  proceediogs.  He 
should  have  no  abjection  to  take  up  the  business 
to-morrow  i  but  if  the  question  for  the  committee 
to  rise  was  lost,  tie  should  then  make  some  obser- 
Tations  upOD  the  subject. 

Mr.  McDowGLL  hoped  the  committee  would 
rise.  It  was  of  importaoce  that  the  debates  should 
be  taken  accurately  and  fully,  and  be  wished  it  to 
b«  ascertaiued  whether  a  member  had  a  right  to 
inttoituce  a  person  on  the  floor  of  the  House,  or 
whether  the  Speaker  only  could  do  it. 

Mr.  Harpeb  was  in  favor  of  the  committee's 
'  rising,  not  because  he  thought  the  question  import- 
ant, but  because  he  thought  it  unimportant;  and  if 
the  commitlee  rose,  he  should  move  to  postpone  the 
further  consideration  of  it  to  a  distant  day;  fur 
however  unimportant  he  thought  it,  he  perceived 
Other  gentlemeo  thought  difiereotly,  and  he  sup- 
posed inieoded  to  produce  a  long  debate  upon  il 
ai  d  ih  is  be  wished  to  avoid,  io  order  to  proceed 
with  the  busioess  of  the  public. 

The  question  foe  rising  was  then  put  and  car- 
ried-44  to  36. 

The  committee  rose  accordingly,  aud,  on  leave 
being  asked  for  the  committee  to  sit  again, 

Mr.  Harper  hoped  leave  would  not  be  granted, 
as  He  wished  a  postponemeut  of  the  considria- 
tioo  to  take  place. 

Mr.  Otis  hoped  leave  would  not  be  given  to  sit 
again  upon  this  subject.  He  did  not  know  thai 
any  ioconveuieace  had  been  pointed  out  as  aris- 
ing from  the  present  mode  of  managing  ihe  busi- 
ness. All  those  who  wished  to  come  on  to  the 
floor  of  the  House  lo  lake  the  debates  had  been 
permitted,  except  in  some  special  cases.  If  this 
was  the  general  practice,  where  could  be  the  ne- 
cessilv  for  this  rule?  If  any  particular  case  of 
aomplaint  existed,  they  ought  to  consider  it  by  it- 
self, and  Dot  adopt  a  general  rule  which  might 
never  again  apply,  in  ord.er  to  provide  for  it. 
There  was  no  way  of  avoiding  personality  in  this 
matter.  It  would  always  be  a  question  oetween 
the  individual  who  had  been  rejected  and  the 
House  ;  for  if  the  House  adopted  a  general  rule, 
and  persons  admitted  behaved  amiss,  it  would  still 
be  a  question  whether  the  Speaker  had  not  the 
power  to  order  them  away.  This  determination, 
therefore,  would  produce  no  effect,  except  gentle- 
men wished  to  brmg  up  every  subject  which  could 
irritate  the  minds  of  members,  and  thereby  pre- 
vent the  public  butiness  from  being  done. 


Mr.  Nicholas  said  he  believed  it  wa«  impossi- 
ble for  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  to  maka 
a  speech  wilbopt  some  iusinuations  as  to  the  mo- 
tives of  otters.  If  it  had  ever  been  possible  for  him. 
to  havedoneso,  he  might  have  done  it  on  the  pre- 
sent occasion,  when  it  had  been  wished  to  defei 
the  consideration  in  order  to  avoid  irritation.  He 
would  tell  the  gentleman  what  he  wished  to  be 
done.  It  was  not  to  ascertain  whether  the  Speaker 
had  done  his  duty  heretofore,  but  whether  the- 
power  of  discharging  short-hand  writers  from  the 
House  should  be  vested  in  the  Speaker.  With 
respect  lo  the  reports  which  were  given  of  (heir 
debates,  he  supposed  gentlemen  were  not  always 
satisfied  with  them,  but  they  were  nevertheless- 
valuable  information  to  the  public  ;  and  if  it  was 
important  thai  this  information  should  be  pub- 
lisbed,'it  was  to  be  considered  ivhether  the  per- 
sons who  attended  the  House  lo  lake  notes  should 
depend  on  the  will  of  the  Speaker,  or  upon  a  ma- 
jority of  the  House,  for  the  priril^.  [The 
BpEAKBa  did  not  think  this  discussion  proper 
while  he  was  in  the  Chair.]  Mr.  N.  said  he  did 
not  wish  to  enter  into  the  discussion,  If  it  was 
the  desire  of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
to  postpone  the  consideration  for  a  few  weekSj  he 
should  agree  to  it ;  but  be  hoped  the  subject 
would  not  be  got  lid  of  without  discussion  in  a 
Commitlee  of  the  Whole,  when  the  Speaker,  who 
felt  himself  interested  in  it,  might  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  speaking  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  RuTLBuoE  said,  if  anything  had  taken 
place  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  made  it  necessary  to  act  upon  ihe  sub- 
ject of  stenographers,  it  would  be  well  for  him  to 
lay  a  resolution  upon  the  table  upon  which  the 
House  might  acl.  If  there  were  nothing  which 
made  it  necessary,  it  would  be  unwise  to  act  upon 
it.  The  gentleman  spoke  as  if  there  was  no  su- 
nographer  in  the  House.  When  the  people  saw 
Ibis  they  would  naturally  ask,  to  whom  then  are 
we  iudebted  for  the  debates  which  we  daily  readl 
Why,  said  Mr.  R.,  is  this  subject  introduced  1  It 
was  generally  believed  ihat  this  reaotutioa  had 
reference  to  a  particular  act,  which  occurred  a  few 
days  previous  to  its  being  brought  forward.  But 
(he  mover  declares  that  ne  had  not  that  transac- 
tion  in  riew.  If  this  was  the  case ;  if  (here  w&s 
no  complaint  against  the  conduct  of  the  Speaker, 
and  every  day's  debate  appears  faithfully  repotted 
in  the  papers,  what  necessity  was  there,  he  asked, 
for  this  provision  1  If  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia missed  a  favorite  stenographer,  and  wished 
lo  see  him  reinstated,  it  would  be  well  to  bring 
forward  a  resolution  lo  that  effect.  But,  said  he, 
while  1  see  a  stenographer  taking  down  the  worda 
I  am  now  speaking,  and  when  I  find  our  proceed- 
ings regularly  laid  before  the  public,  I  can  see  do 
aeceisiiy  fat  any  general  regulation  on  the  suV 
ject.  Bui  it  was  said  that  it  was  necessary  to  be 
determined  whether  the  Speaker  should  have  the 
power  of  driving  stenographers  from  the  House. 
If  there  be  any  circumstance  which  renders  this 
determination  necessary,  let  it  be  brought  for- 
ward; then  the  House  will  know  upon  what 
gtound  they  acted.    If  (his  was  a  true  state  of  the 


DiqinzedhyGoOt^le 


BISTORT  OP  CONGRESS. 


1290 


J,  1798.] 


Standing  Ruiea. 


ease  he  thought  it  would  be  highly  improper  to 
go  iuto  a  COD  side  ration  of  this  subject  at  all,  as  h 
would  be  giving  a  saoctioo  to  the  proceedings  of 
Ibis  House,  which  would  be  rery  iacoDrenient  and 
improper.  Aod  if  the  mover  (whose  property  it 
wms)  had  no  objeelioD  to  let  the  motion  lie,  why 
■bould  bis  colleague  wish  it  to  be  considered  1 

Mr.  Nicholas  said,  he  bad  no  right  to  expect 
Ike  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  would  listen 
to  what  he  said ;  if  he  had,  howeTer,  he  might 
have  saved  his  remarks.  He  had  staled  tliat  it 
was  not  his  desire  to  inquire  into  a  particular  case ; 
yet  that  case  had  made  it  necessary  to  have  a  new 
rule.  It  was  not  intended  to  inquire  into  the  con- 
duct of  the  officer  of  the  Home,  but  lo  provide 
for  tbe  future.  Mr.  N.  tbought  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  understood  the  business  of 
the  House  better  than  to  say  tbe  resolution  wa« 
the  properly  of  any  one;  it  was  the  property  of 
the  House.  With  respect  to  the  effect  it  would 
have,  if  agreed  to,  he  was  much  mistaken.  It 
could  not  be  supposed  to  sanction  the  debate  of  any 
man.  Tbe  resolution  was  passed  before  it  was 
koowD  who  would  come  to  take  the  debates;  it 
could  not,  therefore,  sanction  any  publication  of 
debates.  He  was  sensible,  from  the  nature  of  tbe 
\  that  there  must  be  ' 


r 


ports  of  their  proceedings;  but  they  were  never- 
theless valuable  to  the  public,  and  the  House 
oogbt  to  render  the  reporters  as  independent  and 
eligible  as  they  could  be.  It  was  a  business  which 
wat  attended  witb  great  labor  and  fatisue,  and  re- 

ired  talents  of  a  peculiar  kind.    He  wished 

lem  therefore  to  be  placed  upon  the  beft  looting  oa 
which  they  could  be  put,  and  every  eacourage- 
ment  given  to  them  short  of  pledging  the  House 
for  the  accuracy  of  their  reports. 

Mr.  Macon  was  in  hopes  as  this  question  had 
Itol  been  debated  in  the  Committee  of  the  Whol^ 
it  would  not  have  been  debated  in  the  House.  If 
it  was  the  intention  of  the  House  to  give  leave 
to  the  committee  to  sit  again,  it  would  be  best  to 
make  the  subject  the  order  for  some  distant  day. 

Mr.  Sewall  said,  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
argoed  OS  if  there  was  no  rule  existing  on  this 
nibject.  Tbe  Speaker  had  every  power  for  pre- 
■erving  the  order  of  the  House  which  was  not 
expressly  provided  for  by  rule,  and  couldi,  of  course, 
give  leave  to  any  person  whom  he  tbought  pro- 

Cr  to  attend  on  tbe  floor  to  take  down  tbe  de- 
tes ;  but  it  was  now  wished  that  every  person 
who  called  himself  a  stenographer  should  be  ad- 
mitted, without  respect  to  decency  of  character 
or  appearance ;  and  if  any  person  of  this  sacred 
character  should  attend,  whom  tbe  Speaker  thinks 
improper^  the  question  must  be  taken  before  he 
can  be  discharged.  So  that  a  stenographer  was 
to  hare  an  adrantnge  over  every  other  citizen, 
and  to  be  independent  of  the  Speaker.  They 
were  to  be  exalted  even  above  tbe  members  them- 
selves ;  for  members  were  subject  to  the  order  of 
the  Speaker.  If,  at  present^  anv  stenographer 
thought  himself  injured  by  being  deoied  ihe  right 
wbicT)  otbersenjoyed,  he  might  petition  the  House 
for  redress,  and,  il  he  had  been  improperly  treat- 
ed, he  would  regain  hia  situation  in  the  face  of 


the  Speaker;  but  as  they  were  permitted,  uodet 
tbe  good  will  of  the  Speaker,  to  come  upon  tbe 
floor  of  the  House  while  they  conducted  them- 
selves properly,  he  thought  they  had  every  privi- 
lege wbicb  they  could  desire  ;  he  therefore  hoped 
DO  provision  would  be  made  on  the  subject,  and 
the  committee  be  refused  leave  to  sit  again. 

Mr.  Gallatin  observed,  that  the  report  of  tba 
select  committee  went  to  reject  the  rule  proposing 
to  admit  persoDs  who  attended  to  take  the  debates, 
within  a  certain  place  witiiiD  the  House,  which  is 
ipen  to  everybody.  For  his  part  be  never  under- 
stood what  was  tbe  rale  od  this  subject  Hekoew 
that  tbe  galleries  were  open  for  strangers,  and  he 
knew  there  was  a  certain  boundary  which  divided 
the  gallery  from  the  House.  And  he  always  un- 
derstood Inat  every  individual  in  the  galleries,  a« 
well  as  the  members  of  the  House,  were  under  tbe 
inspectiou  of  the  Speaker,  so  far  as  relates  to  de- 
cency and  propriety  of  conduct ;  not  only  to  call 
members  to  order,  but  to  correct  any  disorder  in 
the  galleries,  or  to  turn  any  person  out  of  them. 
But  there  had  been  a  distinction  assumed  which 
he  did  not  understand,  viz:  that  out  of  the  galle- 
ries, and  without  the  bar  of  the  House,  is  a  place 
in  which  strangers  may  come,  and  mav  not  come; 
He  understood  that  a  member  or  the  Speakec 
might  introduce  any  person  there.  But  he  wish- 
ed to  have  this  matter  ascertained,  and  to  know 
whether  any  stranger  may  be  admitted,  how,  and 
bow  excluded.  He  did  not  wish  to  restrict  the 
authority  of  the  Speaker  within  these  walls ;  but 
he  did  not  see  the  propriety  of  turning  out  anf 
person  that  was  not  debarred  admission  by  tbe 
rules  of  the  House.  He  knew  that  the  Speaker 
had  a  right  to  turn  out  any  person  that  misbe- 
haved himself;  but  if  he  were  to  have  the  power 
of  excluding;  athersj  he  wished  to  have  it  ascer- 
tained by  rule ;  for  if  be  himself  were  to  introduce 
a  gentleman  on  this  floor,  and  the  Speaker  was, 
for  some  reason,  to  turn  him  out,  he  should  not 
feel  pleasantly.  [The  Spbakbb  thought  these  ob- 
servatioos  improper  while  he  was  in  the  Chair.] 

Mr.  G.  said  he  did  not  allude  to  any  particular 
person,  or  to  any  particular  Speaker.  He  spoke 
generally,  and  wished  to  ascertain  whether  it  was 
not  better  to  provide  by  a  rule  whether  certain 
powers  were  in  the  Speaker,  or  in  the  House;  and 
he  was  goiog  to  say  that  this  was  a  question  which 
might  be  settled  without  irritation.  And  it  was 
because  the  Speaker  was  in  the  Chair  that  he 
took  a  ease  which  could  not  exist.  He  tnoughtil 
best  to  take  up  the  subject  on  a  general  ground, 
and  to  fix  these  regulations  by  rule,  rather  than 
leave  them  as  they  now  are.    If  it  was  thought 

E roper  to  vest  this  power  in  the  Speaker,  let  it 
e  so;  or,  if  any  provision  was  made  in  favor  of 
note-takers,  whicn,  of  course,  would  be  for  the  in- 
terest of  members,  as  it  gave  them  a  belter  oppor- 
tunity of  hearing  and  taking  down  the  debate^ 
they  ought  to  do  so.  He  saia^  he  avoided  taking 
any  notice  of  the  resolution  with  respect  todebate- 
takera,  as  the  question  was  on  leave  being  giroi 
to  the  committee  to  sit  acain.  Mr.  G.  said,  ^ore 
he  sat  down,  he  would  notice  one  observaticMi 
which  he  thought  very  extraordinary.    It  wa^ 
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that  the  people  generally  believed  ihe  Clerk  of 
the  House  reported  ihe  debates,  and  rhal  it  was 
done  under  the  sanctioo  of  the  House.  He  himself 
Hted  in  a  very  remote  part  of  the  Union,  ■where 
tbe  people  had  Dot  access  to  such  ample  infoma- 
tioa  as  in  other  parts,  but  he  nerer  heard  such  an 
opiaioQ  uttered.  The  people  at  large  pretty  .well 
nnderstood  that  the  debates  are  taken  by  persons 
irito  attended,  for  their  own  use,  whiah  were  cor- 
rect, or  otherwise,  Id  proportion  as  a  apeaker  is 
perapicaous  or  not,  or  according  as  they  bear  and 
mderatand,  or  as  they  possess  tne  ability  to  make 
the  report.  He  hoped  the  eommiitee  would  hare 
leave  to  sit  again,  and  that  the  question  would  be 
debated  on  a  future  day,  when  he  trusted  it  would 
be  discussed  on  geaeral  ground. 

Mr.  Otis  said,  it  appeared  to  him,  that  Ihegen- 
deman  from  Pennsylvania  had  assigned  reasons 
why  some  general  rule  ought  to  be  established 
with  respect  to  the  admission  of  strangers ;  but  he 
Mw  nothing  of  that  kind  contemplated  by  the  re- 
aolntion,  therefore  it  could  not  emnrace  the  objects 
ke  had  in  view.  It  was  eonGaed  to  stenographers 
merely,  with  respect  to  whom  be  saw  no  necessity 
ofmaEing  any  rule.  They  attended  when  they 
pleased,  in  the  House.  If  any  had  been  injured 
nrom  a  denial  of  this  privilege,  and  that  ujury 
was  shown  to  the  House,  it  mi^hc  be  goodgrannd 
for  making  a  rule  upon  the  subject.  With  re.*pect 
to  what  had  fallen  from  the  gentleoian  from  Vir- 
ginia as  to  his  habit  of  Using  irritating;  expressions; 
he  believed  it  would  be  the  best  way  of  prevent- 
ion irritation  to  lake  no  notice  of  them  ;  he  would 
only  aay,  that  he  believed  the  gentleman's  own 
irritabiut*  gave  rise  to  the  remark,  and  not  any- 
thing he  nad  said. 

Mr.  Dawbok  observed,  the  s^umenia  of  gen- 
tkmen  showed  Ihe  propriety  of^the  commiiice'B 
Inving  leave  to  sit  again.  He  should  not,  at  pre- 
■Mtt,  reply  to  what  had  been  said,  because  he 
dionght  the  debate  on  this  subject  ought  to  take 
place  in  a  Committee  of  the  Whole.  He  would 
affreewith  Ihe ^[entleman  from  South  Carolinato 
take  up  the  subject  about  thu  middle  of  April.  If 
this  was  declined,  gentlemen  would  force  them 
mto  ■  discussion  at  present. 

Mr.  Lton  hoped  the  committee  would  have 
leave  to  sit  again,  and  that  the  further  considera- 
tion would  not  be  deferred  In  the  time  mentioned. 
Bethought  it  of  great  importance  that  the  pro- 
ceeding of  the  House  should  be  faithfully  report- 
td.  When  he  first  took  his  seat  in  the  House, 
there  were  six  persons  who  attended  to  take  down 
notes ;  now,  he  said,  there  is  only  one,  and  if  he 
ihoutd  betaken  sick,  or  stay  away  from  any  cause, 
the  public  woald  be  unacquainted  with  the  pro- 
eeedin^  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Bataru  observed,  that  the  gentleman  from 
Penosylvania  had  told  the  House  a  number  of 
diinga  he  did  not  know ;  among  these  was  Ihe 
ttouid  upon  which  the  Speaker  had  a  riebt  to 
4wm  out  strangers  from  the  lobby  of  the  House. 
Mr.  B.  was  surprised  that  gentleoiaD  who  knew 
M  much,  ^ould  be  ignorant  of  this.  There  was 
HBKely  a  member  in  the  House,  he  bad  tbon^ht, 


odUn 


1  know  that  the  House  wu  divided  mto 


ent  parts;  one  of  which  was  for  the  members, 
and  another  for  strangers.  The  part  assigned  to 
membersi  was  the  floor  and  the  lobby  ;  and  the  gal- 
leries for  those  who  chose  to  attend  their  proceed- 
ings. With  respect  to  the  lobby,  the  Speaker,  as 
the  general  conservator  of  peace  and  order  in  the 
House,  had  the  same  charge  over  it,  as  over  other 
parts  of  the  House.  If  any  person,  who  is  not  a 
member,  were  to  take  a  memoer's  seat,  the  Speak- 
would  nndoubtedly  turn  him  out,  and  he  bad 
the  same  right  to  order  any  person  out  of  the  lob- 
by. But  the  gentleman  said  there  was  no  rule 
upon  the  subject.  Nor  could  there  be  any  ;  for 
thouffh  gentlemen  sometimes  introduced  their 
friends  into  the  lobby  of  the  House,  which  was  a 
rhin^  of  courtesy,  they  certainly  had  no  right  to 
do  so. 

With  respect  to  the  general  principle,  whether 
this  power  belonged  to  the  Speaker  or  not,  he 
astonished  that  this  should  have  been  doubt* 
IS  it  is  a.  power  so  subordinate  to  others  placed 
iBi  officer ;  and  he  could  not  account  for  Ihe 
donbt  without  reference  to  another  circumstance. 
Was  he  not  an  officer  of  great  consequence,  both 
his  int^rity  and  inielli^encel  Was  not  the 
power  he  possesses  of  calling  any  member  to 
order,  of  appointing  all  committees,  Sec,,  of  a  fat 
higher  magnitude  7  And  when  he  bad  these  pow- 
could  11  be  doubled  that  he  bad  the  power  of 
iharging  persons  from  the  lobby  of  the  House, 
and  of  preventing  their  being  reinstated  1  Besides, 
let  the  worst  use  of  this  power  be  supposed.  Sup- 
pose the  Speller  to  be  so  far  forgetful  of  proprl- 
~ty  and  duty,  as  to  order  a  stenographer  out  of  the 
iouse  wiinout  sufficient  cause.  Every  order 
which  the  Spraker  makes,  is  subject  to  the  con- 
trol of  the  House;  and  provided  the  person  so 
turned  out,  complains  by  petition  to  the  House, 
there  could  be  no  doubt  but  the  order  would  be 
reversed,  and  the  person  reinstated.  If  the  rule 
proposed  were  adopted,  a  majotity  of  the  House 
could  do  no  more  than  they  might  now  do.  There 
was,  however,  too  much  reason  to  believe  that  this 
rule  was  intended  to  apply  to  a  particular  case; 
as,  however,  he  was  not  sensible  of  any  inconve- 
nience from  the  present  mode  of  doing  business, 
he  was  not  willing  to  change  it.  until  he  saw  some 
evil  arising  from  it.  If  gentlemen  hoew  of  any, 
they  would  of  coarse  proddce  it. 

Mr.  J.  Williams  observed,  that  two  or  three 
gentlemen  had  said,  they  did  not  know  how  ste- 
nographers were  introduced  into  tnis  House.  It 
was  not  long  since  the  House  was  engaeed  on 
this  subject  on  account  of  an  application  from  a 
stenographer  from  Virginia.  A  eommiitee  report- 
ed  in  favor  of  making  this  person  an  officer  of 
the  House  to  take  the  debates,  but  a  majority  rfi 
ihe  House  determined  it  was  better  to  let  the  busi- 
ness stand  upon  its  old  footing,  without  the  sane- 
tion  of  the  House  ;  he  thought,  therefore,  gentle- 
men could  not  be  ignorant  on  this  subject.  Hr. 
W.  said  he  should  notice  an  expression  of  the 
member  from  Vermont,  who  said  that  he  did  not 
wish  the  business  to  be  postponed  to  a  distant 
day,  because  it  was  proper  the  public  should  know 
what  is  done  in  this  Houae.    Did  not  that  gealle- 
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man  know  ihftt  the  {H-oeeediogs  or  every  day 
irere  regularlf  published?  And  will  any  gentle' 
man  say  they  are  psrtially  given  1  He  believed 
not;  he  heard  no  complaint  frotn  either  aide  of 
the  House.  He  believed  the  business  was  as  ac- 
cnrstely  done,  aa  the  nature  of  it  would  admit  of; 
and  when  there  were  half  a  dozen  note-lakers, 
he  had  observed,  and  if  that  member  had  read, 
he  would  have  observed,  that  the  aiOft  of  them 
copied  the  debates  written  bv  the  stenographer 
now  before  hioi.  He  thought,  therefore,  Lhete 
was  DO  necessity  for  any  change  in  the  business. 
He  wished  for  the  greatest  publicity  possible,  sod 
that  the  people  might  not  only  know  what  they 
taid,  but  also  what  they  did. 

Hr.  Galuitih  replied  to  the  observations  of 
Mt.  BtvAHD,  by  siatinK.  that  he  was  acquainted 
with  the  rules  of  the  House  as  they  had  been 
agreed  to,  and  were  before  them,  but  ignorant  of 
any  other  rule  which  was  not  contained  there. 
He  wished  all  their  rules  to  be  explicit. 

Mr.  QoRDON  hoped  the  committee  would  not 
have  leave  to  sit  again.  He  had  heard  no  reasons 
to  convince  him  that  the  committee  onght  not  to 
be  discharged  fnim  a  farther  consideration  of  the 
•abject.  All  the  arguments  which  had  been  ol- 
fered  went  to  the  general  around  of  admitting 
stranger?  on  the  floor  of  the  House,  whereas  the 
resolution  beforeihe  House  was  coodncd  to  stenog- 
raphers. He  wished  no  regulation  on  this  sub- 
JECt.  The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  had 
■aid  that  if  he  were  to  bring  a  gentleman  within 
the  walls,  and  he  Tvere  to  be  turned  out,  he  should 
be  very  much  hurt;  he  would  venture  to  say, 
that  ir  he  introduced  none  but  gentlemen,  he 
vould  never  have  his  feelings  thus  hurt. 

Mr.  Hartley  hoped  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  wouldootbcdtscharged,  but  have  leave  to  i 
Nt  again  at  a  future  day.  The  Speaker,  he  re-  | 
marked,  was  in  a  very  awkward  situation  in  the  \ 
discussion  ;  he  wished  him  to  be  at  liberty  to  an- 
twer  any  insinuation  which  might  be  made 
against  his  conduct. 

The  Speaker  thought  it  his  duty  to  say,  that 
h«  had  heard  no  personal  insinuation  towards 
himself;  if  he  had,  he  should  not  ask  the  House 
to  go  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  get 
dear  of  tb«in. 

Mr.  Lyon  denied  having  insinuated  that  the  de- 
hates  were  at  present  improperly  reported ;  he 
thought  the  buamess  well  done.  All  he  bad  said 
was,  that  there  were  formerly  six  reporters,  and 
now  only  one ;  and  he  wished  the  regulation  to 
be  adopted,  lest  that  one  should  be  driven  away, 
by  the  same  power  which  had  sent  off  the  others. 
The  SpEAEEH  said  the  remark  of  the  member 
from  Vermont  was  very  improper  and  itidecenl. 
The  question  for  leave  to  sit  again  was  nega- 
tived—46  to  40. 

Mr.  N.  Smith  proposed  to  postpone  the  farther 
consideration  of  ibis  subject  to  the  4th  of  March 
next. 

Mr.  Habpbr  was  opposed  to  this  motion  ;  it 
was  not  his  object  to  give  the  go-tfy  to  this  ques- 
ti<»).  He  had  no  desire  to  avoid  it.  He  was  lat- 
iified  thai  wfaenevei  the  bnaiaeaa  wm  gone  rnto, 


the  report  of  the  select  committee  would  be  agreed 
ID.  He  hoped,  therefore,  the  third  Monday  ia 
April  would  be  preferred. 

Mr.  Brookb  would  have  no  objection  to  dis- 
cuss this  business,  if  it  had  not  already  been  dis- 
cussed. He  was  in  favor  of  the  4th  of  Marck,. 
as  he  perceived  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylva- 
nia wished  to  introduce  several  regulations  into 
the  discussion,  as  to  the  admission  ofstrangers,  dbe. 

Mr.  NicROLAa  said,  he  bad  avoided  as  mnch 
as  possible  entering  into  this  discussion  at  pre*- 
enl.  He  had  asserted  the  necessity  of  a  rule  of 
tbia  kind,  in  order  to  set  the  note-takers  upon  a 
more  respectable  footing  than  at  present. 

Mr.  Qallatin  made  some  remarks  against  t^Q 

Mr.  RcTLGnoE  said  he  supposed  that  it  W(U 
perfectly  well  understood  that  short-hand  writen 
were  admitted  on  the  floor  through  the  Speaker^ 
indulgence,  because  it  was  a  privilege  not  grant- 
ed to  the  rest  of  our  fellow-ciiizens,  who  were  ad- 
mitted into  the  galleries  and  lobby  only,  and  thai 
as  by  .the  rules  he  had  authority  to  order  any 
stranger  to  be  turned  out  for  disorderly  conduct, 
or  both  galleries  and  lobbies  to  be  cleared  entire- 
ly in  case  of  more  seneral  disorder,  or  where  he 
could  not  distinguisn  end  single  out  the  unrul^ 
individual,  so  he  had  believed  that  no  one  doubt- 
ed his  authority  to  revoke  the  Ibdulgence  thul 
granted  to  stenographers. 

He  requested,  however,  that  the  Speaker,  air 
though  in  the  Chair,  would  do  the  doubting  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania  the  favor  to  state  ia 
what  manner  this  business  had  been  conducted, 
in  order  to  dispel  the  debate  of  that  member,  or 
of  any  other  who  entertained  them;  although 
Mr.  RUTLEDQE  declared  that  he  for  himself  kU 
none,  and  was  satislied. 

The  SpBAKGA  rose  from  the  Chair,  and  sail 
(hat  he  felt  very  much  disposed  to  gratify  th» 
gentleman  from  SoDth  Carolina  in  any  request  bb 

igbt  think  proper  to  make,  but  that  in  this  in- 
stance ii  would  be  useless,  because  he  was  sure 
that  the  gentlenun  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Gal- 
latin,} notwithstanding  his  aSectation  of  ignA- 
rance,  knew  perfectly  well,  through  whose  iiMul- 
gence,  and  under  what  restrictions,  short'baad 
writers  were  admitted  on  the  floor  of  the  HoQse, 
and  on  what  footing  they  stood  there.  The  Speak- 
er added,  that  as  he  had  himself  told  this,  lone 
since,  to  that  very  member,  it  was  coosequeatly 
very  cerlaia  that  ne  did  not  seriously  entertaift 
the  doubts  he  had  expressed,  but  that  they 
were  suggested  rather  with  a  design  to  catch  tu 
popular  ear,  than  with  an  expectattoo  or  wish  that 
they  should  be  dispelled.    . 

Mr.  Gallatin  said,  he  understood  that  it  woa 
under  the  courtesy  of  the  Speaker  that  persoM 
were  admitted  on  the  floor  of  the  Houae  to  late 
the  debates,  andallhis  observations  weal  to  shw 
that  the  huaioeas  would  be  better  placed  on  a  dtf- 
ferent  footing.  If  this  w«s  apeakinv  to  catch  ckb 
popular  ear,  he  had  so  spoken.  With  respect  to 
the  special  use  alluded  to,  be  well  knew  thattlre 
power  exercised  by  the  Speaker  had  been  txtk' 
eiaed  cftse  before  daring  the  last  mm<m ;  but,  btt- 
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fore  [hat  time,  he  did  not  koow  thai  he  bod  the 

Swer  of  discharging   a   steDOgrapher   from   the 
iuae ;   and  he  had  always  since  thought  it  was 
improper  tliat  he  should  have  it. 

Mr.  N.Smith  made  his  tnotioa.  because  he 
thought  the  question  bad  beeti  sufficiently  discuss- 
ed, and  because  he  thought  it  too  trifling  a  busi- 
ness to  engage  the  attention  of  the  House  at  this 


The 


and  44 


!  qaestioD  for  the  poslponement  was  taken 
IS  and  nays,  when  there  appeared  44  for  it 
-4  against  it,  as  follows  r 

Tiis — John  Allen,  Geotj«  Ban-,  jr..  Bsiley  Bsrtlett, 
Jamei  A.  Bayard,  D>Tid  Brooks,  Stephen  Bullodc, 
Christophsr  6.  Champlin,  John  Cbapman,  Junes 
Oochnn,  Jochna  Coit,  WiUism  Cniit,  Bamnel  W. 
Dans,  John  Dennis,  Abtel  Foster,  Dwight  Foalw,  Jon- 
athan Frsemso,  Henrj  Olen,  Channcer  Ooodrieh, 
William  Gordon,  Hoger  Giinrald,  WiUiun  B.  GroTe, 
William  Hindman,  Heiekiih  L.  Hoaniar,  James  H. 
Imlaj,  J«bn  Wilkea  Kitlera,  Samnal  Lrman,  Jamw 
Macfaii,  William  Matthows,  Harrison  O.  Otii,  Ime 
PaAer,  Thomas  Fincknej,  John  Rsotl,  John  Ratledga, 
jr.,  Janus  Scbureman,  Sunnel  Sewall,  William  Shep- 
aid,  Thoa.  SinnickHm,  Nathaniel  Smith,  Feleg  Sprague, 
Oaoige  Thatcher,  Richard  Thomu,  John  E.  Van  Also, 
Peleg  WadiiTorth,  and  John  Williams. 

NiTi — Abraham  Baldwin,  David  Bard,  Thomas 
Blount,  Richard  Brent,  Nathan  Bryan,  Oeinwy  Burgas, 
Thomas  Claiborne,  Wm.  Charles  Cole  Claiborne,  Mat- 
thew Claj.  John  Clopton,  John  Dawson,  George  Dent, 
Lncaa  Elmendoirih,  William  Fbdiej,  John  Jowler, 
Albert  Gallatin,  Jamea  Oillespie,  An^ew  Gregg,  John 
A.  Hanna,  Robert  Goodloe  Harper,  Carter  B.  Hairi- 
■on,  Thomu  Hartley,  Joseph  Heister,  David  Holmea, 
Walter  Jones,  Matlbew  Locke,  Matthew  Lyon,  Na- 
dunld  Macon,  Blair  McClenachan,  Joseph  McDowell, 
John  MiUedge,  Anthony  New,  John  Nicholas,  Tomp- 
■on  J.  Skinner,  BaniDci]  Smith,  Richard  8prigg,JDn., 
Ridund  Stanford,  Thomas  Snmter,  Thomas  Tilltng- 
haat,  Abram  Tiigg,  Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  Joaeph  B. 
Vamnm,  Abraham  Vensble,  and  Robert  Williams. 

The  numbers  being  equal,  the  Speaker  said,  as 
this  was  a  question  upon  which  he  could  not  vote 
iritbottt  a  positiye  order  of  the  House,  the  question 
was  not  carried. 

A  motion  was  then  made  to  adjourn,  which 
ma  lost,  there  being  only  24  rotea  for  it. 

Hr.  Hartlet  moved  to  postpone  the  question 
ontil  the  first  Monday  iu  May.  This  was  also 
neEalived— 46  to  38. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  a^eeiog  to  the 
report  ol  the  select  committee  to  disagree  to  the 
lesolntioo;  which  was  agreed  to,  50  to  36,  as 
folio  wa: 

Ti*«-John  Allen,  Georgs  Baer,  jun.,  Bailej  Bart- 
latt,  James  A.  Bayard,  David  Brooks,  Stephen  Bollock, 
Ohtistopher  O.  Champlin,  John  Chapman,  Jimea  Coch- 
nn,  Joahna  Coit,  Witliam  Craik,  Samuel  W.  Dana, 
Mm  Dennii,  Oeorge  Dent,  Abiel  Foster,  Dwighl  Poa- 
tsr,  Jonathan  Freemsn,  Hen>7  Olen,  Chaancey  Good- 
■iah,  Willkm  Gordon,  Roger  Oikwold,  William  Bairy 
Oiore,  John  A.  Hanna,  Bebart  Goodloe  Harperi  Tbo- 
Bwa  HartUy,  William  Hindoan,  Heirtiafa  L.  Howner, 
Jamaa  H.  Imlay,  John  Wilkea  Kitten,  Samoel  Lyman, 
^amsa  Machii,  WiUtan  Matthews,  John  Milledge,  Har- 
ibon  Q.  Otis,  Isaac  Parker,  Thomas  Pincknay,  John 


Raed,  John  Bntiadge,  jun.,  Jainea  Schnreman,  Samae' 
Sewall,  William  Shepard,  Thoa.  Sinnickson,  Nathania 
Smith,  Pcleg  Sprague,  Geo.  Thatcher,  Richard  Thomas, 
Thomas  Tilhnghast,  John  E.  Van  Alen,  Peleg  Wada- 
worth,  and  John  Willismi. 

Nats— Abraham  Baldwin,  David  Bard,  Thomas 
Blount,  Richard  Brent,  Tfatbsn  Brysn,  Demsey  Burgee, 
Thomas  Claibanie,  William  C.  C.  Claiborne,  Matthew 
Clay,  John  Clopton,  John  Dawson,  Locas  Elmendorph, 
William  Findley,  John  Fowler,  Albeit  Gallatin,  James 
Gillespie,  Andrew  Oregg,  Carter  B.  Harrison,  David 
Holmes,  Waller  Jones,  Matthew  Lyon,  Nathaniel  Ma> 
con,  Blair  McClenachan,  Joseph  McDowell,  Anthonj 
New,  John  Nicholas,  Tompaon  J.  Skinner,  William 


TiinasDAT,  March  22. 

The  following  engrossed  bills  were  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed,  viz: 

The  bit!  for  continuing  in  force  part  of  an  act 
therein  mentioned.  [Tne  title  of  this  hilt  wa« 
amended,  by  adding  the  title  of  the  act  the  part 
o(  which  is  herehy  coutitiued,  viz:  The  act  mak- 
ing further  provision  for  securing  and  collecting 
duties  on  foreign  distilled  spirits,  wines,  and  leasn 

The  hill  to  alter  the  time  ol  entering  stills,  and 
for  other  purposes. 

The  bill  to  continue  in  force  the  5ih  section  of 
the  act  establishing  poat  offices  and  post  roads; 

The  bill  to  revive  and  continue  in  force  the  act 
regulating  the  compensation  of  clerks,  and  for 
other  purposes. 

Mr.  Balowin,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  relerred  the  bill  from  the  Senate  for  accom- 
modating a  settlement  of  limits  with  the  Slate  of  ' 
Georgia,  and  for  erecting  a  Government  in  the 
MisGisdippi  Territory,  reported  the  bill  without 
any  amendment,  with  some  additional  informa- 
tion. CommiUed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
Tot  to-morrow. 

The  House,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Harper,  went 
intu  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  mak- 
ing an  appropriation  for  a  balance  found  due  to 
tberepresentativesof  William  Carraichael;  which, 
being  agreed  to,  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  forn 
third  reading. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate,  in- 
forming the  House  that  they  had  passed  the  bill 
declaring  the  assent  of  Congress  (o  an  act  of  the 
State  01  Maryland,  appointing  an  health  officer, 
with  an  amendment. 

Another  message  was  leceived  from  the  Sen- 
ate, informing  the  House  that  they  had  passed  a 
bill  to  enable  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  purchase,  or  lake  on  lease,  one  or  more  foun- 
dries, for  which  tlOO,000  are  proposed  to  be  ap- 
nraprialed.  Referred  to  the  Committee  for  the 
Protection  of  Commerce  and  the  Defence  of  the 
Country. 

STANDING  RULES. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  itf 
the  committee  of  the  nineteenth  of  Febrnary  lait, 
to  whom  were  reivrrecf  the  motions  of  the  ihii- 
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teenth  and  fourteenth  of  the  eame  month,  foe  add- 
ing certain  rules  to  the  Standing  Rules  and 
Orders  of  the  House:  Whereupon, 

The  first  part  thereof,  to  which  the  Comtnittee 
of  the  Whole  House,  yesterday,  reported  their 
disagreement,  being  read  at  the  Clerk's  tahle,  in 
the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"  Tlie  committee  appointed  on  ■  motion  of  the  Ihir. 
teenth  inttant,  tor  ui  additiDn  In  the  Standing  Rulw 
and  Order*  of  the  House, 

"  Report,  as  their  opinion,  that  the  Honsa  onght  to 
agree  to  the  lame,  in  the  worda  following,  lii : 

"  Baohtd,  That  no  qoeation  for  reconsidrntion  ahall 
be  taken,  when  then  is  a  amallei  number  of  membera 
preaoDt  than  ware  preaent  when  the  original  vote  pro- 
poaed  to  be  conaiderad  was  taken." 

The  question  was  put,  that  the  House  do  Agtee 
with  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  in  their' 
disagreement  lo  the  said  first  part  of  the  report, 
and  resolved  in  the  affinnatire. 

The  latter  part  oF  the  said  report,  to  which  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  yesterday,  re- 
ported their  agreement,  being  read,  in  the  words 
following,  to  wit : 

"  The  committee  (hr&er  report  that  the  motioii  of 
the  fbarteenth  instant,  to  wit: 

"  Raebied,  That  the  Standing  Rulea  and  Ordsn  of 
this  House  be  amended,  by  inserting,  after  the  Rule 
icapBcting  motions  for  adjonmment,  the  fbllowing  pro- 
TiM>;  'That  DO  motion  fbr  adjotimnent  ahall  be  re- 
ceiTed,  nnlesa  by  uianimone  ei»Ment,  whOe  another 
motiini  i*  depending,'  ought,  in  their  opinion,  to  be  dis- 
agreed to  by  the  Honse. 

The  question  was  taken,  that  the  Honse  do 
ffree  with  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  in 
their  agreement  to  the  said  Utter  part  of  the  re- 
port, Bod  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

,  Fbiday,  March  33. 

The  bill,  making  an  appropriation  for  the  bal- 
ance found  due  to  the  legal  representatives  of 
William  Carmichael,  deceased,  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Otis,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  so  much  of  the  President's  Speech  as  re- 
lated lo  Consuls,  reported  a  hill,  whicn  was  read, 
and  committed  for  Tuesday. 

The  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  for 
declaring  the  assent  of  Congress  to  an  act  of  the 
Btate  oiMaryland  for  the  appointment  of  a  health 
officer  was  concurred  in. 

JOBIAH  FLAOO. 
Mr.  Oti8  presented  the  petition  of  the  widow 
of  Josiah  Flagg,  a  Colonel  in  the  State  troops  of 
Rhode  Island,  praying  for  compensation  for  the 
services  of  her  late  husband,  which,  being  read, 
he  moved  to  have  committed  lo  the  Committee  of 

This  reference  was  opposed  by  the  chairman 
of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  (Mr.  D.  Fostss.) 
He  stated  that  Colonel  Fl^  ought  to  have  been, 
if  he  was  not,  paid  by  the  State  of  Rhode  Island; 
that  a  number  of  ■pplicalioos  of  this  kind  had 
been  made  to  Congress,  and  uniformly  rejected. 


The  lolnl  of  these  claims,  he  believed,  would 
amount  to  several  thousand  ddlars,  and  the  ac- 
counts of  the  several  Slates  who  employed  these 
troops  had  already  been  adjusted  between  the 
Qeoeral  Qovernment  and  the  State  aoveroments. 
Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

PAYMENT  OF  UNFUNDED  DEBT. 


"Seuthed,  That  the  Committee  of  Claims  be  in- 
structed lo  inquire  whether  any,  and  what,  fhithet  pn^ 
vision  ought  to  be  made  relstive  to  the  payment  or  r*- 
imburaements  of  the  unliuided  or  registered  debt,  now 
credited  in  the  boalu  of  the  Treasury,  snd  relatiTs  Ut 
Loan  Office  and  final  settlement  certificates;  and  that 
the  said  committee  be  empowered  lo  report  by  bill  or 
otherwise." 

PURCHASE  OF  FOUNDBIES. 

Mr.  Sewall,  from  the  Committee  for  the  Pro- 
tection of  Commerce  and  the  Defence  of  the 
Country,  reported  the  bill  from  the  Senate  au- 
thorizing the  President  to  purchase  one  or  more 
foundries,  with  an  opinion  that  it  ought  to  be 
adopted  without  amendment.  The  bill  was  com- 
mitted for  Monday. 

GEORGIA  UHnU 

Mr.J.WiLLiAHS  called  forth?  order  of  the  day 
on  the  bill  for  organizing  and  disciplining  the 
militia  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  GAi.LtTiH  thought  it  belter  that  the  House 
should  again  go  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  bul  for  an  amicable  settlement  of  limits 
with  QeoT^ia,  and  for  the  erection  of  a  Govern- 
ment  in  (he  Mis-tissippi  Territory,  as  that  subject 
had  already  undergone  some  discussion,  and  the 
bill  had  been  reported  with  the  information  to 
obtain  which  it  had  been  committed. 

The  latter  buiioess  was  preferred,  and  the  Hotne 
accordingly  went  into  a  Committee  of  ibe  Whol» 
on  the  subject;  when  Mr.  Millgdog'b  amend- 
ment being  under  consideration,  for  adding  to  the 
section  for  appointing  a  provisional  Government 
in  the  Natchez  country,  ''after  the  consent  of  the 
Legislntore  of  Georgia  shall  have  been  obtained," 

Mr.  MiLLEDOB  observed,  that  the  select  com- 
mittee had  now  reported  all  the  documents  on 
which  the  United  States  claimed  a  right  lo  thia 
territory.  As  to  tbe  title  of  Georgia,  he  should 
not  enter  into  an  inquiry  as  to  that.  He  would 
only  remark,  that  tbe  State  of  Georgia  was  as 
tenacious  of  her  rights  as  any  Stale  in  the  Uoion. 
But  he  thooght  it  would  not  he  improper  to  ex- 
amine the  pretended  claim  of  the  United  States 
to  this  country.  Looking  into  the  Journals  of  the 
Senate,  he  found  that  on  the  3d  of  March,  17^ 
a  resolution  was  passed  directing  the  Atiorney 
General  to  inquire  into  and  make  a  report  on  the 
subiect  of  the  tiite  of  the  United  States  lo  land 
in  Georgia.  No  doubt  the  Attorney  General  not 
only  examined  the  records  of  the  State  of  Geor- 
gia, but  those  of  the  United  States,  and  obtained 
all  the  information  which  he  was  able  lo  do  in 
the  UoiiedStatea;  but  not  finding  sufficient  ground 
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npoQ  which  to  found  m  tide,  he  applied  to  Mr. 
Etayard,  our  CummisBioDer  io  London,  who  ob- 
tained a  certificate  od  the  subject  from  a  Mr. 
Chalmers.  Secretary  Io  the  Board  of  Trade  and 
PlaotatioDB.  TweUe  montha  after  he  was  di- 
rected to  do  so,  the  Attorney  GeDeral  made  a 
report  on  the  subject;  but  none  of  the  documents 
wnich  he  reported  went  to  establish  the  claim  of 
the  United  Slates;  nor  anythiue  which  tends  to 
(how  that  a  cession  of  West  Florida  was  ever 
made.  But  he  now  found  among-  the  papera  got 
from  the  Senate,  a  tetter,  addressed  to  Mr.  Reeil 
of  the  Senate,  from  Mr.  Livingtlon  of  New  York, 
iafortning  him  that  he  enclofiei  an  extract  from 
the  inscructioni  given  by  the  King  of  Great  Bri- 
tain to  Gorernor  Chester.  But  Mr.  LifiogstOD 
was  not  known  as  an  official  character ;  and  this 
document  was  neither  official  nor  certified.  Yet 
this  is  the  ground  upon  which  the  United  States 
claim  this  tract  of  coualry.  Before  the  Creneral 
Gofernment  proceeded  to  erect  a  temporary  Gov- 
ernment, it  ought  to  have  better  information  with 
respect  to  the  nature  of  its  claim ;  lor,  to  attempt 
to  establish  a  ffavernmenl  without  the  coosent  of 
Georgia,  he  thought  would  be  stepping  beyond 
the  CoDsiituiion,  two  clauses  ot  which  he  quoted. 
He  hoped  the  general  powers  placed  in  Coogrexs 
for  the  defence  of  the  country  would  not  be  re- 
sorted  to  in  order  to  sanction  the  proceeding.  It 
was  said  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  ttiatnct  of 
country  alluded  to  were  in  a  situation  which 
called  for  immediate  attentioo.  He  allowed  that 
it  would  be  proper  lo  pay  early  atleolioo  to  them ; 
but  be  thought,  incouvenient  as  it  might  be,  the 
erecting  of  a  ffovernment  might  be  deferred  until 
the  consent  of  the  Legislature  of  Georgia  could 
be  obiained.  It  ought  to  be  remembered  that  the 
Slate  of  Georgia  is  a  member  of  the  Uaioa,  and 
that  it  is  her  lateresl  to  make  the  cession,  and  he 
had  no  doubt  she  would  do  so.  The  eonventioo  of 
that  State  meet  in  May,  and  if  application  « 
made  to  them,  he  had  no  doubt  the  Legislati 
would  be  called  together,  and  consent  might 
obtained  by  the  month  of  July.  He  wasconfid^t 
the  Stale  of  Georgia  is  desirous  of  promoting  the 
interests  of  the  United  Slates,  and  that  she  is 
firmly  attached  to  the  Qorernment ;  all  its  rMU- 
laiions  had  been  consianilv  carried  into  effect 
there;  and  her  ctmsent  to  tne  establishment  of  a 
proTisional  gorerniaeai  being  obiained,  every  dif- 
ficulty would  be  obviated. 

Mr.  Harper  did  not  feel  any  aoKieiy  to  ques- 
tion the  desire  of  the  State  of  Georgia  to  promote 
the  interests  of  the  United  States,  and  be  was 
glad  to  be  informed  by  her  Representatire,  that 
she  was  so  well  disposed  to  tbe  General  Govern- 
ment, to  which  assertion  be  gave  the  fullest  cre- 
dit. He,  therefore,  should  not  oppose  the  motion 
of  the  gentleman  on  the  ground  that  the  State  of 
Georgia  would  be  likely  to  throw  any  obstacles  in 
the  way  of  the  proposed  temporary  goveromeiiit ; 
and  he  should  be  far  from  supposing,  that,  by  the 
erection  of  such  a  government,  the  Uaiied  States 
would  assume  an  extra-judicial  right  to  the  terri- 
tory. He  was  of  opinion  ihat  the  United  States 
potaessed  tbe  right  to  it,  and  that  th«  uoat  ande. 


rwht 

_    .__ before  the   House,  and  it 

they  were  not  the  proper  budy  to  decide 
the  question.  He  believed  the  amendment  ouebt 
'  be  rejected  on  the  ground  of  policy.  The  hill 
..eat  to  provide  a  temporary  government,  but 
contained  an  express  clause  that  the  establishmeBt 
of  Ibis  government  shall  not  affect  the  rights  of 
"        ■       ■-'  -  to  her  right  of  the  jurisdic- 

tetritory — consequentlVj  the 
feats  of  the  gentlemtui  are  groundless  in  this  re- 
spect. What,  then,  is  the  nature  ol  the  amende 
ment?  it  is  to  prevent  the  erection  of  a  tempO' 
rary  government  in  a  district  of  country  oouiaut- 
ing  upwards  of  5,000  souls,  lying  far  beyond  the 
ordinary  iuriadietion  of  any  State,  with  an  iur- 
menae  wilderness  intervening,  in  which  are  two 
naiions  of  Indians,  and  in  ine  neighborhood  of 
the  territory  of  a  foreign  nation,  with  whon, 
though  we  are  at  present  at  peace,  when  we  recol- 
lect the  connexion  subsisting  between  that  nation 
and  another  with  whom  we  have  diS'erences  of  a 
serious  nature,  we  cannot  reckon  upon  as  lasting. 
Yet  this  remote  and  vulnerable  corner  of  tbe 
Union  is  to  be  lefi  defenceless  for  an  indefinite 

Eeriod  of  time,  lest  we  should  possibly  give  um- 
rage  to  the  State  of  Georgia,  by  providing  a 
temporary  government  there  oefore  the  dispute  on 
the  subject  of  timitG  is  settled.  Atid  whatever 
may  be  the  good  disposition  of  Georgia  towards 
the  United  States,  ii  would  require  coosiderabte 
time  to  obtain  the  consent  proposed.  Their  Li»- 
gislature  do  not  meet  till  next  Winter.  It  ww 
true,  as  had  been  stated,  tbal  their  convention  met 
in  May,  and  they  might,  if  they  thought  proper, 
call  an  extra  ordinary  meeting  of  the  Legislature; 
but  this  could  not  be  relied  upon.  Besides,  ha 
saw  no  necessity  for  so  much  punctilio  in  this 
case,  for  if  any  Slate  were  to  suffer  a  part  of  its 
territory,  within  its  ordinary  juriidiction,  to  lie 
in  a  defenceless  state,  the  General  Government 
would  be  warranted  in  stepping  in  lo  defend  it, 
and  certainly  they  might  do  it  in  a  case  like  the 
present,  where  no  jurisdiction  is  exercised.  And 
if  this  was  not  done,  the  petition  of  these  people 
set  forth,  that  however  nnwilUng  they  should  be 
to  do  so,  they  should  be  obliged  to  pass  over  to 
the  Spanish  dominions. 

Mr.  H.  said,  he  did  not  wish  to  have  touched 
upon  the  question  of  right;  but  as  the  gentlemaa 
from  Georgia  had  said  we  had  none,  he  felt  hin- 
self  obliged  to  say  a  few  words  upon  that  point. 
He  allowed  the  committee  had  not  before  them 
evidence  of  the  right  which  would  be  admissible 
in  a  court  of  law;  but  though  it. were  not  such 
as  would  he  admitted  in  a  court  of  law,  had  it 
therefore  no  weight  1  It  was  at  least  equal  to 
what  was  every  day  received  by  tbe  committees 
of  tbe  House.    The  question  was,  whether  the 

Gpers  before  them  afi'orded  reason  lo  believe  that 
jal  evidence  of  the  title  did  exist?  It  was  a 
copy  of  a  commission  and  instructions  given  by 
the  Kitig  of  Great  Britain  to  Governs  Chester, 
of  West  Florida,  in  ihe  year  1770,  furnished  by 
the  gentleman  who  was  Secretary  lo  the  Gov- 
ernor at  the  time,  and  whose  duty  it  was  to  keep 
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the  records  of  thai  GoveiumeDt.  But  the  gentle- 
nun  from  Georgia  said,  search  had  been  made  in 
the  cffices  of  the  British  Goveminent  for  ibe  ori- 
ginal, of  which  this  paper  was  a  copy,  and  it 
coula  not  be  foupd.  But  this  was  no  proof  it  did 
not  exist.  If  it  does  exist,  legal  evidence  ma;  be 
obtained  from  it,  and  this  paper  shows  that  the 
Natchez  country  was  included  within  the  territory 
of  West  Florida,  and  that  it  ceased  in  the  year 
1770  to  be  a  part  of  Oeorgia.  He  believed,  how- 
ever, this  qaestion  ought  not  Qowto  be  acted  upon; 
bat  that  from  necessity,  and  the  exigencies  oi  the 
case,  a  temporary  government  ought  immediately 
to  be  provided  for  this  district  of  country,  and 
afterwards  settle  the  point  of  right  with  Gieorgis 
by  lugotiation ;  and  if  it  was  lound  in  the  end 
that  the  United  States  had  do  title  to  it,  the  Got- 
erament  which  had  been  established  cotitd  be 
withdrawD. 

But  it  was  slated  that  the  Legislature  of  Geor- 
gia would  readily  consent  thai  the  United  States 
ahould  become  possessed  of  this  country.  But 
what  were  the  terms  upon  which  they  proposed^ 
to  cede  it  ?  They  reqtiired,  as  one  of  the  condi-' 
lions,  a  million  and  a  half  of  dollars  in  six  per 
eent.  stock,  and  as  another  (which  was  infinitely 
harder,  since  it  might  not  be  in  our  power  to  com- 

fily  with  it,  as  it  depended  upon  the  will  of  the 
Doians)  that  the  United  Slates  will  guarantee 
the  relinqoishment  of  the  Indian  claim  to  the 
land  on  the  east  side  of  the  Chatahoochee,  within  a 
certain  namber  of  years.  There  is  little  hope, 
therefore,  that  the  Slate  of  Georgia  will  propose 
any  tarns  to  which  the  United  States  cao  agree, 
as  It  had  been  seen  that  the  L^islatute  of  that 
Btite  had  rejected  a  bill  by  a  great  mBJority, 
which  proposed  the  price  to  be  one  million  of  dol- 
lan,  with  the  other  condition.  Of  couise  it  would 
be  very  imprudent  to  rest  the  establishment  of  a 
government  in  this  quarter  upoo  an  agreement  to 
terras  like  these. 

Besides,  the  amendment  would  affect  the  i 
daimed  by  the  United  States.    To  wait  for 
consent  would  be  tantamount  to  coofessing 
tiad  no  right,  and  arm  Georgia  with  a  strong 
weapon  against  ns  in  the  final  settlement. 

Mr.  H.  contended  that  there  was  nothing  in  the 
ConstiiniioD  which  conld  prevent  the  proposed 
Bteasnre,  since  it  was  absolutely  neeessary  to  pre- 
■erve  the  people  from  falling  into  anarchy,  and  tc 
prevent  a  foreign  Government  from  putting  arms 
into  their  hands.  It  was  also  a  quarter  of  the 
Union  which  it  was  necessary  to  preserve,  if  we 
wished  to  secure  the  free  navigation  of  the  Missis- 
Mppi,  which  we  had  lately  obtained  hjr  the  Span- 
itD  Treaty;  for  if  this  country  were  invadea  by 
the  Indians,  or  involved  in  civil  war,  we  could 
not  have  the  benefit  of  the  navigation  of  that 
river.  He  hoped,  therefore,  when  so  many  con- 
siderations were  opposed  to  it,  the  amendment 
would  be  disagreed  to. 

Mi.  NioBOLtB  understood,  from  the  gentlemt 
from  South  Carolina,  that  it  was  not  intended 
inm^l  upon  the  title  of  the  United  States  to  tl 
territory  in  question  ;  and  if  they  were  not  ripe 
4ectde  that  the  tend  is  die  property  of  the  United 


States,  he  thought  they  ought  not  to  establish  a 
government  there  without  paying  some  respect  to 
the  rights  of  Georgia,  by  obtaining  her  cooMot,  as 
it  might  prevent  that  amicable  settlement  of 
which  we  bad  at  present  the  prospect.  If  that 
State  set  the  value  upon  the  land  which  bad  be^i 
mentioned,  would  it  not  euite  the  utmost  jeal- 
ousy in  that  country  to  take  forcible  possession 
of  ill  To  do  this  would  certainly  be  to  estab- 
lish an  influence  in  favor  of  the  United  States, 
which  would  be  fatal  to  the  claim  of  Georgia.  No 
argument  had  been  adduced  to  show  the  right  of 
the  United  States  to  this  territory,  bnt  merely  to 
show  the  convenience  of  the  measure.  The  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina  might  as  well  sav 
that  a  certain  district  in  Virginia  is  not  so  well 
governed  as  it  might  be,  and,  as  the  peo- 
ple would  be  happier  under  the  Government  of 
[he  United  Slates,  propose  to  take  possession  of  it. 
But  it  was  said  Georna  had  not  begun  to  govern 
this  territory.  Neither  have  the  United  States. 
She  may,  for  aught  we  know,  be  preparing  to  do 
it  now.  He  thought  there  was  not  a  shadow  of 
pretence  for  taking  the  course  proposed,  withost 
first  consulting  the  Legislature  of  G«orgia.  He 
hoped  the  amendment  would  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  J.  WiLLiAua  said  it  appeared  to  him,  that 
if  this  amendment  were  to  prevail,  the  bill  might 
as  welt  be  voted  out  altogether.  The  bill  had  two 
objects,  vk:  a  settlement  of  limits,  and  the  iixing 
of  a  temporary  government.  It  was  clear  to  hira. 
from  the  paper*  before  the  committee,  that  the 
United  Stales  had  a  clear  title  to  the  country  ia 
question,  and,  if  this  was  not  the  case,  there  was 
a  saving  clause  in  favor  of  the  Qeorg^a  claim.  Me 
thought  that  Slate  ought  to  be  happy  at  the  idea 
of  the  United  States  firing  a  government  there,M 
it  would  assist  them  in  their  defence  against  the 
Indians.  If  gentlemen  turned  to  the  acts  of  Con- 
gress, it  wonld  be  found  what  a  vast  expense  the 
United  States  had  heretofore  been  put  to  in  de- 
fending the  frontier  of  that  country.  He  thought 
that  State  had  been  dealt  with  in  avery  favorabte 
manner.  It  was  not  long  since  QIOO^OOO  were 
paid  to  their  mililia  for  defendtiuf  their  frontier. 
He  complimented  the  gentleman  from  (^eoi^ia  foe 
having  advocated  so  ably  the  canse  of  his  State. 
Bnt  he  thought  that  State  ought  to  come  (tH- 
ward  and  show  what  title  she  had  to  the  country. 
It  had  been  ceded  to  the  United  States  by  tfaa 
Spanish  Treaty,  and  the  inhabitants  there  had  ■ 
claim  upon  the  General  Oavernment  for  protee* 
tion,  and  surely  if  the  State  of  Georgia  torerer 
refiued  to  give  its  consent  to  a  government  being 
established  there,  ihey  were  not  foreTer  to  be 
without  government.  The  people  there  had  pe- 
titioned C.mgress  for  a  government,  of  whiek 
doubtless  the  State  of  Oeorgia  was  acquainted  j 
and  they  ought  to  come  forward  in  the  businesa. 
Their  silence  proved  to  him  that  they  had  no  title 
to  that  country.  Mr.  W.  referred  to  the  manner 
in  which  other  cessions  had  been  made  to  tin 
Union,  and  said  he  thought  Qeori^a  ought  to  re> 
joice  at  the  praposed  establishment,  as  ii  woald 
not  only  be  bencfitng  that  Slate,  but  the  UniOB 
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Mr.  Macon  said  if  the  bill  was  inlended 
CDDformable  (o  ihe  title,  Cbe  ^menduient  ought 
certainly  to  be  agreed  lo ;  as,  if  the  United  States 
u  Oder  took  to  establish  a  gorernmeat  at  the 
Natchez,  without  the  coDsent  of  Georgia,  it  could 
not  be  said  to  be  amicably  done.  This,  he  said, 
WEis  neither  the  proper  time  nor  place  of  deciding 
to  whom  this  territory  belongs.  The  great  objeci 
ooeht  to  be  to  get  a  goTerameot  there,  and  not  lc 
tall  about  what  had  bees  done  for  Georgia.  And 
if  the  consent  of  Georgia  could  be  obtained  pievi- 
Mis  to  the  establishment  of  this  goTernmeut,  it 
was  certainly  desirable  that  it  should  be  obtained. 
This  would  not  injure  the  claim  or  either.  Wbei 
this  was  done,  some  mode  might  be  agreed  u|>ai 
by  which  the  dispute  at  present  subsisting,  might 
be  settled.  This  course  would  prevent  anv  diS- 
eatties.  and  the  consent  might  be  obtained  by  ibe 
time  the  government  could  take  effect. 

Mr.  Otis  said  if  the  object  of  the  pietent  bill 
could  be  obtained  in  a  mode  which  would  pie- 
Mrve  the  rights  of  all  parties  as  they  at  present 
aland,  such  a  course  would  be  preferable  to  that 
vhicb  should  appear  to  relinquish  the  right  of 
one  of  the  parties.  Ii  struck  him  that  this  might 
be  effected  by  ibe  bill  as  it  now  stands.  The  tfni- 
(ed  States  assumed  (heir  lighi  lo  the  land,  yet 
they  do  not  say  they  mean  lo  turn  a  deaf  ear  to 
the  claim  of  Oeoi^ia.  Bat,  if  the  ameodment 
were  adopted,  it  would  go  to  relinquish  the  title 
of  the  United  Stales,  and  (bis,  he  thought,  would 
be  an  excess  of  complaisance  to  the  State  of 
Georgia.  The  only  plausible  reason  given  in  fa- 
vor of  the  amendment  was,  thai  if  the  bill  passed 
without  it,  it  would  give  offence  to,  and  excite 
jealousy  in,  the  Slate  of  Georgia.  But  how? 
Because  Congress  passes  an  acl  lo  settle  the 
interfering  claiau,  and  directs  the  appointment 

' ■ 1    to   give    them  s  compensa- 

:  might  take  without  it?  Or, 
because  we  say  we  will  enler  upon  the  territory, 
to  which  we  always  laid  claims,  in  order  lo  pre- 
oerve  peace  and  order  among  the  inbabitaois.  and 
lo  secure  it  against  the  attacli  of  the  Indians  or  of 
*  a  foreign  Power  T  Gentlemen  seem  to  take  ii  for 
granted  thai  Georgia  has  possession  of  this  territo- 
ly ;  whereas  those  who  oppose  the  amendment, 
contend  it  is  a  vacant  possession,  and  that  we  have 
a  right  to  take  possession  of  it,  to  hold  it,  not  until 
u  array  is  raised  to  take  it  from  us^  but  until  (he 
legal  question  of  right  shall  be  decided.  And  it 
could  not  be  said  that  there  was  anything  offeu- 
■ive  in  this.  If  a.  man,  for  instance,  were  to  enter 
vpoa  a  piece  of  land,  and  say  he  would  never 
give  it  up  until  he  was  driven  from  it  it  would 
certainty  be  an  acl  of  violence;  but  if  he  enler 
SpoD  it  only  to  lake  care  of  it,  until  a  legal  deci- 
sion can  be  bad  as  to  his  right,  soch  an  acl  was 
perfectly  jusiifiable;  and  this  was  inlended  in  the 
present  esse. 

Mr.  KiTTKBA  hoped,  if  the  bill  passed  al  all,  ii 
would  be  without  the  amendment.  This  lerrilory 
was  never  yet  governed  either  by  the  United 
Btatcs  or  Georgia,  buthad  been  ceded  to  the  Uni- 
ted States  by  Spain,  in  our  late  treaty  with  that 
Power,  and  we  ougnt  lo  retain  possession  of  it  | 


1  for  what  we  might   take   without  i 


until  the  title  to  it  was  clear.  In  this  view  of  the 
subject,  he  could  not  see  how  the  State  of  Georgia 
could  lake  offence  at  our  holding  the  territory 
until  the  existing  dispute  was  settled. 

Mr.  Baldwin  said  it  was  to  be  regretted,  as  this 
was  the  last  instance  in  which  this  question  of 
cession  could  be  presented  to  Congress,  that  the 
situation  of  the  persons  settled  upon  this  territory 
was  such  as  should  seem  to  constrain  gentlemen 
to  depart  from  the  course  of  their  former  proceed- 
ings on  this  subject.  He  was  fully  impressed  with 
the  situation  of  that  people ;  but  he  thought  little 
delay  would  be  occasioned  by  the  proposed  appli< 
cation  to  the  State  of  Georgia;  nor  would  that 
consent  weaken,  as  had  been  suggested,  the  title 
of  the  United  States.  Or,  if  there  was  any  force 
in  the  objection,  it  might  be  guarded  against  by 
adding  a  few  words  in  the  section  which  spean 
of  preserving  the  claim  of  Georgia  as  it  now 

Mr.  B.  said,  gentlemen  who  had  turned  theit 
attention  to  the  map,  would  find  thai  the  territory 
in  question  is  situate  al  the  southwest  corner  of 
the  United  States;  the  southern  boundary  is  lati- 
tude 31,  and  the  western  boundary  the  Missis- 
sippi, which  is  also  the  boundary  of  the  United 
Slates.  Its  extent  is  about  280  miles  north  and 
south,  and  coming  this  way.  about  400  miles. 
That  part  upon  which  this  bill  is  boiiomed,  is 
little  more  tnan  one-third  part  of  the  whole  of 
that  territory.  The  United  Slates  now  reckon 
latitude  32^  as  the  boundary  of  Georgia ;  but  in 
ihe  treaty,  and  till  verv  lately,  it  was  always 
reckoned  lo  be  31,  whicn  is  also  the  botmdary  of 
(he  United  States.  This  was,  at  anjr  rate,  a  new 
discovery — the  official  documents  in  support  of 
which  he  bad  not  seen.  It  was  now  supposed 
that  West  Florida  extends  to  latitude  33^,  and 
not  lo  31,  which  is  one  degree  and  a  half  more 
than  formerly  supposed.  If  this  were  so,  he  won- 
dered it  had  never  before  been  discovered  by 
England  or  Spain.  Why  was  the  boundary  of 
the  United  Staiesalways  fixed  at  31?  He  feared, 
that  since  it  became  our  interest  to  extend  the 
boundary,  we  bad  suffered  that  interest  to  color 
our  judgment.  The  instructions  drawn  out  for 
onr  Minister  by  a  former  Secretary  of  Slate  wer^ 
"  you  are  to  contend  for  latitude  31."    The  ground 


lislible,  and  it  was  thought  we  might  i 
T  upon  It.    Besides,  this  bill  would  n 


the 


evil  for  which  it  was  intended.  There  might  be 
inbabiiants  still  further  north:  this  bill  provides 
only  for  such  as  are  settled  within  what  had  been 

:aUed  the  Province  of  West  Florida.    Mr.  B. 

aid,  he  had  never  seen  the  documents  which 
authorized  this  extension.  He  had,  indeed^  seen 
the  remarks  of  Mr.  Chalmers,  who,  he  believed, 
Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Trade  and  PlanUi' 
lions  in  London;  but  he  believed  he  had  drawn 
what  he  had  said  from  (he  same  document  which 
now  reported,  y'vt :  the  extract  from  ihe  copy 
of  the  instructions  said  to  have  been  given  to 
Governor  Chester;  but  the  order  of  King  and 
Council  for  extending  it,  the  Attorney  General 
in  page  lllh  of  his  report,  is  not  to  be  found. 
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Gentlemen  had  said,  wh^  does  noi  the  Stale  of 
Georgia  manifest  a.  disposition  to  tnake  some  ar- 
rangements  respecting  the  territorv  in  question. 
Thejr  had  done  so.  After  the  Revolutionary  war 
in  1763  or  1TB4,  when  there  was  an  expectation 
that  the  forts  would  have  been  encuated,  they 
laid  out  a  coantr  there,  and  all  the  titles  were  de- 
clared good,  and  where  there  was  no  other  title 
oecnpaocr  was  declared  to  be  sufficieat,  and  war- 
rants were  to  be  issued  accordinglv.  When  he 
first  came  to  attend  his  dniv  in  Congress,  the 
Minister  from  Spain  arrived  aooul  the  same  time, 
when  he  put  in  the  claim  of  Spain  to  this  terri- 
tory, which  prevented  anything  further  from  be- 
ing done;  and-  as  sooa  as  it  was  found  that  the 
arrangements  made  by  Gteorgia  gare  umbrage  to 
the  Spanish  QovernmeDt,  they  were  given  np. 

In  the  year  1788,  the  State  of  Georgia  passed 
an  act  for  making  the  cession  of  this  territory  to 
the  United  States.  This  act  Congress  referred  to 
a  committee,  which  reported  thai  GoTernmeni 
ongfat  not  to  accept  of  the  cession  od  the  terras 
proposed.  He  believed  the  same  disposition  to 
mate  the  cession  which  always  had  existed,  now 
existed.  He  believed  the  disposition  of  the  Gov- 
emment  of  Geor^a  was  as  favorable  to  the  inte- 
rests  of  the  United  Stales  as  that  of  any  othr- 


If  the  proposed  Gtovernment  was  proceeded 
with  without  the  conseol  of  Georgia,  it  would  be 
a  dereliction  of  principle.  Ha  thoaght  some  sort 
of  rcvolatioD  might  be  made  among  the  peoptt 
for  their  own  government,  until  Georgia  was  ap 
plied  to.  This  was  noi  a  new  case.  There  hac 
oeeo  great  settlements  in  several  parts  of  the 
coimtry  long  before  any  Gtevernmenl  was  pro- 
rided  for  ihem.  Mr.  B.  said,  he  did  oot  mean  to 
undervalue  the  claim  of  the  United  States ;  they 
had  always  a  claim  ia  every  case  of  cession,  bi ' 
he  hoped,  except  there  was  an  absolute  necessit 
for  it,  the  usual  course  of  proceeding  wonid  ni 
be  departed  from. 

Hr.  QoBDON  said,  the  gentleman  from  Georgi 
complained  that  a  difierent  coarse  was  proposed 
now  to  be  taken  than  had  been  adopted  hereto- 
fore. In  answer  to  this,  it  waa  sufficient  to  say, 
that  where  the  circumstances  of  cases  differed, 
diflerent  courses  were  neceiiary.  With  respect 
to  the  merits  of  the  bill,  he  thonghl  it  stood  right 
at  present  The  situation  of  the  people  Id  the 
district  alluded  to,  was  such  as  required  imme' 
diate  attention.  If  gentlemen  were  not  convinced 
of  this,  he  saw  no  necessity  for  going  into  the 
business  before  the  subsisting  dispute  between 
Georgia  and  the  United  Slats  was  settled.  He 
believed,  however,  there  was  no  doubt  of  the 
fact ;  and  stirely  the  gentleman  from  Georgia 
would  not  wish  that  these  people  should  lire  un- 
der a  military  government  for  any  length  of  lime. 
Being  satisfied  of  this  point,  he  wished  the  bill  to 

C  without  the  amendment,  as  that  might  de- 
allogether  the  parpose  of  the  bill.  The  claim 
of  Georgia  be  looked  upon  at  leant  as  doubtful ; 
■ad  aa  be  considered  the  United  States  as  bound 


to  protect  all  its  citizens,  be  thought  they  woald 
not  be  justified  in  returning  these  people  for  an- 
swer, '*  we  cannot  attend  to  your  wants  nntil  we 
have  settled  our  dispute  with  Georgia."  Georgia 
might  refuse  to  ne^tiate  the  subject,  and  by  that 
means  protract  the  business  in  a  manner  which 
would  be  very  inconvenient,  and  perham  drive 
the  people  under  another  Government.  Besides, 
if  Georgia  should  refuse  its  eonseni  to  ihe  estab- 
lishment of  a  Government  in  that  quarter,  it 
would,  nevertheless,  be  proper  to  establish  one. 
The  United  States.  Mr.  G.  said,  came  into  pof 
session  of  this  territory  by  treaty.  But  suppose 
it  was  now  in  possession  of  a  foreign  Power, 
would  Georgia  attempt  to  drive  them  from  it  7 
Certainly  not.  It  would  amount  to  the  making 
of  war  on  a  foreign  Power.  Suppose  Georgia 
title  to  this  territory,  had  not  the  United 
States  the  power  of  depriving  Georgiaofitf  Sup- 

Eose,  in  their  treaty  with  Spain,  the  United  States 
ad  surrendered  lo  Spain  one-half  of  thb  land,  or 
the  whole  of  it,  Georgia  would  have  been  bound 
by  such  an  act;  and  haviitggol  this  territory  by 
treaty,  they  had  certainly  a  right  to  establish  a 
provisional  Government  over  it,  until  the  dispute, 
as  to  the  title,  was  settled. 
The  question  of  this  amendment  was  put  and 


nwatived  by  46  to  34. 
Mr.  Tbatcheb  rose  t 


..._.._.  id,  he  should  make  a 

touching  the  rights  of  man,  by  moving  to 
strike  oat  the  excepting  clause  in  the  3d  section 
of  the  hill,  fit  appears  that  in  the  ordinance  es- 
tablishing a  Government  in  the  Northwestern 
Territory,  slavery  is  expressly  forbidden,  and  tbi* 
section  of  the  bill  directs  that  a  Government  simi- 
lar in  all  respects  to  that  established  in  the  North- 
western Territory  shall  be  established  in  the  Mia* 
sissippi  Territory,  except  that  slavery  shall  not 
be  forbidden.] 
Mr,  Habpbh  did  not  believe  his  friend's  motion 
ould  be  m  proper  mode  of  sapporting  the  right* 
of  man.  In  the  Northwestern  Territory  the  Tegn* 
lation  forbidding  slavery  was  a  very  proper  Dne,a* 
the  people  inhabiting  that  part  of  the  country  were 
from  parts  where  uavery  did  not  prevail,  and  * 
they  had  of  course  no  slaves  amonest  them ;  bat 
in  the  Mississippi  Territory  it  would  be  very  im- 
proper to  make  such  a  regulation,  as  that  specie* 

"'     '      '        ■'    --■-    -Bons emigrating 

ould  carry  with 
them  properly  of  this  kind.  To  agree  to  such  a 
proposition  would,  therefore,  be  a  decree  of  ban- 
ishment to  all  Ihe  persons  settled  there,  and  of  ex- 
elusion  to  all  those  intending  to  go  there.  He 
believed  it  could  not,  therefore,  be  carried  into 
effect,  as  it  strtick  at  the  habits  and  customs  of 
the  people. 

Mr.  VABNtiH  did  not  know  that  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  wished  to  promote  the 
rights  of  man.  His  observations  showed,at  least, 
that  he  did  not  wish  to  support  the  rights  of  all 
there  was  a  disposition  to  retain 
a  part  of  our  species  in  slavery,  there  conid  not 
be  a  proper  respect  for  the  rights  of  mankind.  It 
was  true  that  this  kind  of  property  is  held  in  the 
Southern  States,  because  tacy  cannot,  cotuiaicnt 
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wick  the  safety  of  the  people  of  tho^  States,  libe- 
TEle  them,  on  account  of  their  very  great  cum- 
bers. But  they  cootidered  it  as  a  great  bardea  to 
be  obliged  to  hold  them.  He  hoped,  therefore, 
Concrresa  would  have  so  iDueh  respect  for  the 
rights  of  humanity  as  not  to  legalize  the  exist- 
ence of  slavery  any  farther  than  it  ai  present  ex- 
ists. He  believed  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  was  mistaken  in  saying  that  such  a  regii* 
laiion  would  oblige  all  the  inhabitants  settled  in 
this  territory  to  remove.  The  priivislon  need  only 
extend  to  the  forbidding  ol  slaves  being  taken 
tbere.  What,  said  he,  is  the  situation  of  the 
Norlhnrestem  Territory  at  this  time?  Land  there 
is  wonh  more  than  in  some  of  the  old  settled 
States;  and  he  believed  this  high  price  of  laud, 
and  prosperoQB  condition  of  the  country,  was  en- 
diely  owiikg  to  the  absence  of  slavery.  And  if 
tke  SoutheiD  States  could  set  clear  of  their  slaves, 
the  price  of  their  land  would  immediately  double. 
Al  any  rate,  he  hoped  the  United  Slates  wonld 
prevent  an  increase  of  this  calamity ;  for  he  looked 
upon  the  practice  of  holding  blacks  in  slavery  in 
tnis  coHDiry  to  be  equally  criminal  with  ibai  of 
the  Algerines  carrying  our  citizens  into  slavery. 
Mr.  Rdtledob  wished  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  would  withdraw  his  motion,  not 
from  any  apprehensioa  he  bad  that  it  would  ob- 
tain ;  but  he  hoped  that  he  would  not  indulge 
himself  and  others  in  uttering  philippics  against 
s  practice  with  which  his  and  ineir  pntlosophy  is 
at  war.  He  submitted  to  the  gentleman's  candor 
whether  it  was  proper,  on  every  occasion,  to  do 
this— to  bring  forward  the  Southern  Stales  in  an 
odious  lig'hi,  or  to  give  his  neighbor  and  colleagae 
an  opportunity  of  bringing  them  forward,  and 
cmnparing  them  with  Algerines  t  He  thought 
propriety  and  decency  towards  other  members  re- 
quired that  such  language  should  he  checked. 
He  believed,  if  his  friend  from  Massacbaietis  had 
Kcollecied  that  the  most  angry  debate  which  had 
taken  place  during  this  session  was  occasioned  by 
a  motion  on  this  subject,  he  woold  not  have 
bMBghi  forward  thejpresent  qoestton.  One  gen- 
*■' -     -  -       ;aU  thi 


*tleman  says,  yon  call  these  men  property  , 

ther,  you  notd  these  men  in  chains;  a  third,  you 


lory  hold  them  as  such  ?  Did  they  not  hold  them 
ander  the  Spanish  Qovernment?  And  must  we 
thus  address  these  people:  "We  have  made  a 
treaty  which  puts  you  under  the  mild  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  Stales,  but  wc  must  take  from 
rou  your  property  ;  or,  rather,  we  must  set  your 
blacks  at  liberty  to  cut  your  throats.  The  rights 
of  man  was  the  watch-word  of  the  day,  and  Con- 
fess hare  determined  that  you  shall  not  possess 
tnia  i«operty.  They  cannot  as  yet  do  slavery 
away  altogether— the  day  is  not  yet  arrived ;  but 
they  have  determined  it  shall  not  exist  in  the  Mis- 
siasippi  Territory." 

These,  said  Mr.  R.,  are  not  mere  speculative 
opiaiona.  They  lead  to  more  mischief  than  gen- 
tlcraenare  aware  of;  and  he  trusted  if  thegeaile- 
man  from  Massachusetts  could  be  convinced  that 
tlwdiieiUBionof  sacbqueslioDias  theiveMntdid 


much  mischief  in  certain  parts  of  the  Union,  he 
would  not  bring  them  forward.  He  hoped  he 
would  withdraw  the  present  motion. 

Mr.  Gordon  thought  that  when  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  recollected  that,  by  the  estab- 
lishment of  this  Government,  the  United  States 
do  not  establish  their  exclusive  right  to  this  ter- 
ritory, he  would  consent  to  withdraw  his  amend- 
ment, as  that  went  to  say  that  we  had  the  abso- 
lute right  of  jurisdiction,  and  were  determined  to 
exercise  il ;  and  in  making  a  difference  between 
the  ground  on  which  property  was  held  there 
from  that  on  which  it  was  held  in  Georgia,  the» 
would  militate  a^Dsl  the  Sth  section  of  the  hill. 

Mr.  Otis  hop^  his  colleagae  would  not  with- 
draw his  motion ;  and  the  reason  why  he  wished 
this  was,  that  an  opportunity  might  be  given  to 
gentlemen  who  came  from  the  same  pert  of  the 
Union  with  him  to  manifest  that  it  is  not  their 
disposition  to  interfere  with  the  Southern  States 
as  to  the  species  of  property  in  qnesiion.  Wilb 
respect  to  the  existence  of  slavery,  the  House  had 
often  beard  gentlemen,  who  are  owners  of  slaves, 
declare  that  it  is  not  their  fortune,  but  their  mis- 
fortune that  they  possess  them,  but  who  stiU 
keep  them,  and  claim  the  right  of  managing  them 
as  iney  think  proper.  He  thought  it  was  not  th« 
business  of  those  who  had  nothing  to  do  with 
that  kind  of  property  to  interfere  witli  that  risbt ; 
and  he  really  wished  that  the  gen tiemeii  whoneld 
slaves  might  not  be  deprived  of  the  means  of  keep- 
ing them  in  order. 

ir  the  amendment  prevailed,  it  would  declare 
that  no  slavery  should  exist  in  the  Natchez  coun- 
try. This  would  not  only  be  a  sentaoce  of  ban- 
ishment, but  of  war.  An  immediate  insurrection 
would  probably  take  place,  and  the  inhabitants 
would  not  be  suffered  to  retire  in  peace,  but  bs 
massacred  on  the  spot.  By  permitting  slavery  in 
this  district  of  country,  thennmbaof  slaves  would 
not  be  increased — as  if  emigrants  from  South  Ca- 
rolina or  Georgia  were  to  remove  into  this  cono- 
try  they  would  lake  their  slaves  with  them;  and 
he  could  see  nothing  in  this  which  could  affect 
the  philaDihropy  of  his  friend.  TheNorthweiiem 
Territory  is  inhabited  by  a  description  of  persona 
who  have  not  been  accustomed  to  hold  alarcs, 
and  therefore  the  restriction  is  agreeable  to  them; 
but  the  territory  in  question  will  be  settled  by 
people  from  the  Southern  States,  who  cannot 
cultivate  the  ground  without  slaves.  He  hoped, 
however,  the  motion  would  be  persisted  in,  ana 
negatived  by  a  lar^  majority. 

Mr.  D.  FoBTEB  hoped,  if  the  motion  was  not 
withdrawn,  that  a  long  debate  might  not  be  had 

Mr.  Thatchei  said  he  should  not  withdraw  his 
motion,  and  the  more  it  was  opposed,  believing 
his  cause  to  be  good,  the  moreobsuoate  he  should 
be  in  its  support. 

Mr.  Giles  wished  to  suggest  a  single  idea.  The 
present  motion  was  brought  forward  from  the 
avowed  motive  of  fnnhering  the  rights  of  man. 
He  did  not  know  whether  the  tendency  of  it  waa 
calculated  to  ameliorate  the  condition  of  the  class 
of  men  allnded  to ;  he  believed  not.    On  the  eon-  . 
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trarj,  it  was  his  opinion,  that  if  the  slaves  of  the 
Southern  States  were  permiiied  lo  go  into  this 
Western  country,  by  lesneniug  the  number  in  those 
Slates,  aad  spreading  them  over  a  large  surface 
of  country,  [here  would  be  a  greater  probability 
of  amelioratiug  their  condiliiin,  which  could  never 
be  done  whilst  they  were  crowded  together  as 
they  now  are  in  the  Southern  Slates. 

Mr.  Harti^t  said,  he  bad  himself  intended  to 
have  brought  forward  an  amendraenE  similar  to 
the  present,  hnt,  on  inquiry,  he  found  so  many 
difficulties  m  the  way,  that  be  was  obliged  to 
abantloa  it.  He  found  it  would  interfere  with, 
and  he  a  serious  attack  upon,  the  properly  of  that 
country.  He  was  sorry  it  was  not  in  the  power  of 
Confess  to  gratify  the  wishes  of  philanthropist* 
in  [his  respect,  hy  doing  away  slavery  altogetner; 
bnt  this  coutd  not  be  done  at  present,  and  as  he 
believed  the  presentamendnientgif  carried, would 
be  attended  with  bad  effects,  he  should  vote 
against  it. 

Mr.  Gallatin  said,  if  he  sawany  of  the  great  in- 
conveniences which  were  foretold  as  likely  to 
arise  from  this  atnendmcnt,  he  should  certainly 
vote  against  it.  He  should  be  eitiemely  averse 
to  the  adoption  of  any  principle  which  should 
either  directly  or  indirectly  lead  to  the  produc- 
tion of  any  commotion  oiinsuigency  in  any  State 
where  there  is  a  great  number  of  slaves.  He  did 
not  see  how  any  such  effect  could  be  produced  by 
the  present  motion ;  for,  notwithstanding  what 
had  fallrn  from  the  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina, it  did  not  appear  to  him  how  a  regulation 
with  respect  to  another  Territory  can  affect  tlie 

Sace,  tranqnillity,  or  properly  of  any  other  State. 
DW  the  forbidding  ot  slavery  in  the  Mississippi 
Territory  could  produce  a  worse  effect  than  [he 
tame  regulation  in  the  Nor[hweslera  Territory, 
or  in  Pennsylvania,  or  in  several  other  Stai 


it  to  be  rejected  on  the  ground  of  jurisdicti 
Certainly  not.  The  United  Stales  intend  to  e 
erase  jurisdiction  over  that  Territory,  and  w 
there  any  more  reason  for  excepting  ihiis  iurisdi- 
tion  than  any  other  1  If  we  establish  [his  Gov- 
onment  we  expect  it  to  be  permanent ;  and  if 
believe  it  is  not  conducive  to  the  happiness  of  a  , 
people,  bu[  the  coalrary,  to  legalise  slavery,  when 
we  are  about  [o  form  a  Constitution  for  a  Terri- 
tory, its  establishment  ought  lo  be  prevented.  But, 
if  this  amendment  is  rejec[ed,  we  establish  slavery 
for  the  country,  not  only  during  its  temporary 
Oo vera menl,  but  for  all  the  time  ii  is  a  State; 
for,  by  the  constant  admission  of  slaves,  the  num- 
ber will  increase  to  a  certain  degree,  and  when  ihe 
Territory  shall  become  a  State,  the  interest  of  the 
holders  will  be  snch  as  to  procure  a  Gonititution 
which  shall  admit  of  slavery,  and  il  will  be  [here- 
by made  permanent.  Having  determined  sla- 
very wu  bad  policy  for  the  Northweatem  Terri- 
tory, he  saw  no  reason  fiH  a  contrary  determina- 
tion with  respect  lo  this  Territory. 

There  was,  then,  only  one  solitary  objection  lo 
the  ameodioeaL  and  thftt  might  easily  bt  obviat- 
ed.   It  wa«  with  revest  to  the  silnatinn  of  the 


people  already  settled  there  who  are  possessed  of 
slaves.  It  would  be  extremely  impoliijc  and  un-  . 
just  to  declare  by  ordinance  ihat  [be  people  set- 
tled there,  either  under  the  British,  Spanish,  ot 
Georgia  Qovetnments,  should  be  deprived  of  this 
kind  of  properly ;  and  if  this  was  the  efiect  t>f  the 
amendment,  he  would  vote  against  ii.  Sach  B 
regnlatiou  would  he  attended  with  the  worst  of 
consequences ;  but  other  words  may  be  easily  in- 
troduced to  guarvnlee  the  property  of  the  persoaa 

:ady  settled  there. 

ly  the  laws  of  the  different  States,  Mr.  O.  said, 
the  importation  of  slaves  is  forbidden  ;  but  if  thia 
amendment  does  not  obtain,  he  knew  not  bow 
(laves  could  be  prevented  from  being  introducBd 
by  way  of  New  Orleans,  by  persons  who  are  not 
citizens  of  the  United  Stales.  He  hoped,  tfaere- 
fo[(L  the  amendment  would  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  NicBOLAS  believed  it  not  onlv  to  be  the 
interest  of  the  Southern  States,  bat  of  the  United 
States,  that  this  motion  should  be  rejected.  TheV 
were  lu  legislate  for  Ibe  whole  of  the  Union,  and 
ought  to  consult  the  happiness  of  the  whole.  It 
was  not  for  them  to  attempt  to  make  a  particular 
spot  of  country  more  happy  than  all  the  resL  H 
it  was  a  misfortune  to  the  Southern  Stales  to  be 
overwhelmed  with  this  kind  of  properly,  he  asked 
if  it  would  not  be  doing  service  not  only  lo  ihem 
hut  to  the  whole  Union,  to  open  this  Weatera 
country,  and  by  that  meaos  spread  the  blacksovor 
a  large  space,  so  that  in  time  it  might  be  safe  to 
carry  into  effect  the  ulaa  which  certain  philaa- 
thropists  have  so  much  at  heart,  and  to  which  h« 
had  no  objection,  if  it  could  be  effected,  viz :  the 
emancipation  of  ihis  class  of  meal  And  when  thia 
cotmtiy  shall  have  become  sufficiently  popidous 
to  become  a  State,  and  ibe  L^stalure  wisbes  to 
discountenance  slavery,  [be  increase  of  slaves  may 
be  prevented,  and  such  means  taken  to  get  rid  of 
slavery  altogether,  perha^  in  conjunction  witb 
other  pans  of  the  United  States,  who  bylhaltima 
'  E  in  such  a  aituatioD  as  to  admit  of  it,  at 
ppcar  prudent  and  proper. 

crir.  Thatohir  was  of  an  opinion  direotly  op- 
posite to  Ibe  gentleman  who  bad  just  sat  down. 
Indeed^  they  seldomdid  agree  in  sentiment;  to-day 
they  diSered  very  widely.  He  believed  the  triN 
interest  and  happiness  of  the  United  States  would 
be  promoted  by  agreeing  to  this  amendment ;  be- 
cause its  tendency  was  to  prevent  ihe  increase  of 
an  evil  which  was  acknowledged  hy  the  very  gen* 
llemen  themselves  who  are  owners  of  alavei.  ta* 
deed  the  gentleman  from  Virgiuia  (Mr.  Nicbolab) 
had  fteqneatly  declared  intlut  House,  Ihal slavery 
wu  an  evil  of  great  magnitude.  In  this  respect 
they  agreed  in  opinion ;  lor  he  considered  the  ex- 
istence of  slavery  in  Ihe  United  States  as  the 
greatesi  of  evils,  an  evil  in  direct  hostility  to  the 
principles  of  our  Qovernment;  and  he  believed 
the  Government  had  the  tight  to  take  all  doe  mea- 
sures to  diminish  and  destroy  the  evil,  jiliboiigh 
in  doing  il  they  might  injure  the  property  of  some 
individuals  ;  for  he  never  could  be  brouffht  to  be- 
lieve that  an  individual  can  have  a  right  in  any- 
thing which  ooes  to  the  destruction  of  oar  Govern- 
ment, viz :  that  he  can  have  a  right  in  a  wrong. 
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A  property  in  ilaves  is  founded  in  wrong,  and 
nerer  cat)  be  righL  He  beliereil  GDvemmeiil 
mUBt  of  Dece»sity  put  a  stop  to  this  evil,  And  the 
•OODer  tbey  entered  upon  the  busioess  tbe  better. 

Mt.  T.  said,  he  honesily  confeased  he  did  not 
like  to  bear  much  said  in  that  House  about  the 
rights  of  toaoi  beeauM  of  late  there  li&d  been 
much  Quackery  a«  to  these  rights.  But.  because 
these  rights  bad  been  abused,  it  did  not  follow  that 
man  has  no  rights.  Where  legislaiors  are  freely 
tihosen  by  the  people,  and  frequently  renewed ; 
where  a  law  cannot  be  passed  without  affecting 
the  interests  of  the  persons  who  pass  it,  these 
lishts  cMiDot  greatly  be  abused ;  but,  when  we 
taie  upoD  OS  to  legislate  for  men  against  their 
will,  it  is  proper  enough  lo  say  something  about 
tlie  rights  of  man,  and  lo  remiud  others,  who  are 
frequently  heard  speaking  of  these  rights,  that  by 
nature  these  enslaved  men  are  entitled  to  rights) 
and  ou  that  account  it  was,  when  he  made  this 
motion,  thai  he  said  he  would  make  a  motion 
touching  the  rights  of  man. 

The  reasons  offered  against  the  amendoient  by 
the  gentlemen  from  Virginia,  were  a  little  singu- 
lar. He  contended  that  certain  States  were  over- 
flowing with  staves,  and  if  not  colonized  by  open- 
ing this  wide  tract  of  country  to  them,  they  would 
not  be  able  to  keep  or  maoage  ihem.  He  alvnjs 
thoDghl  that  colonizing  these  people  tended  to  in- 
crease the  nee  far  beyond  what  it  would  be  when 
penned  closely  together. 

Mr.  QiLEB  explained,  by  sayioe,  that  he  had 
utd  nothing  about  decreasing  the  number  of 
blacks,  but  of  spreading  them  over  a  larger  surface 
of  country. 

Hr.  Thatchbb  said,  he  understood  the  gentle- 
nan's  argument  perfectly,  though  he  did  noi  seem 
to  understand  it  hinuelf.  The  gentleman  wished 
to  take  the  blacks  away  from  places  where  they 
are  huddled  up  it^ther,  aud  spread  them  over  this 
territory ;  they  wished  to  get  rid  of  ihem,  and  to 
plasue  others  with  them.  But  they  had  tbem. 
ana  if  they  determined  to  keep  them,  he  wished 
only  they  s&ould  be  plagued  with  them. 

We  are,  said  Mr.  T.  about  to  esUblish  a  gov- 
ernment for  a  new  country.  Ours  originated 
from,  and  was  founded  on  the  rights  of  man,  upon 
which  ground  we  mean  lo  protect  it,  and  could 
there  be  any  propriety  in  emanating  a  gorernmenl 
from  oars,  m  which  aUvery  is  not  onfy  tolerated, 
but  sanctioned  by  law  t    Certainly  not. 

It  was  used  as  an  argument  against  this  amend- 
ment that  ibis  territory  would  be  peopled  by  emi- 
srants  from  the  Southern  States,  who  cannot  work 
tor  themselves ;  and  on  that  account  they  i 
have  slaves  to  work  for  them.  If  this  be  true,  it 
makes  the  people  of  the  Southern  States  only  fit 
to  superintend  slaves.  The  language  of  this  is, 
that  these  people  cannot  subsist,  except  they  have 
slaves  to  work  for  them, 

For  the  reason  he  had  stated,  he  hoped  the 
amendment  would  be  agreed  to;  bat  if  gentlemen 
thought  those  who  at  present  hold  slave*  in  the 
Temtory  should  be  protected  in  them,  he  should 
not  be  opposed  to  theii  holding  them  fi»  a  limited 


The  queslion  was  put  and  negatived,  there  being 
only  13  votes  in  its  favor. 
Adjourned  till  Monday. 

Monday,  March  26. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  commn- 
nicatioo  from  the  Treasury  Department  enclosing 
an  account  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the 
United  Slates  for  the  year  1796,  five  hundred 
copies  of  which  the  communicaiion  stated  would 
be  deposited  with  the  Clerk  of  the  House;  order- 
ed lo  lie  on  the  table. 

DEFENCE  OF  NEW  YORE  HAKBOR. 

Mr.  Shitu  presented  the  memorial  of  the  New 
York  Chamber  of  Commerce,  3iatin^  tbal  ibe 
present  critical  and  inauspicious  state  ol  thiscoua- 
iry  had  excited  general  concern,  which  concern 
had  been  much  increased  by  the  late  official  com- 
munication from  the  President  of  the  United 
States  ;  that  this  state  of  things  called  for  the  best 
measures  of  defence  which  could  be  taken:  that 
nt  defenceless  state  of  the  hirbor  of  New 
such  as  to  invite  hostility,  and  that  a  place 
of  sUch  consequence  to  the  Union  ought  to  be  put 
into  a  strong  posture  of  defence;  they,  therefore, 
pray  that  their  fortifications  may  be  completed, 
and  furnished  with  artillery  and  military  stores; 
referred  to  the  Committee  for  the  Protection  of 
Commerce  and  Defence  of  the  Country. 

PUBLISHING  STATE  SECRETS. 

Mr.  EiTTERA  presented  a  petition  from  inhabi- 
tanis  of  the  county  of  Huntingdon,  in  New  Jer- 
sey, staling  that  they  viewed  with  concern  a  de- 
fect in  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  which  suf- 
fered persons  employed  by  the  United  Slates,  after 
they  were  discharged  ftom  office,  (o  publish  with 
impunity  Ibe  bcereis  of  Government,  and  praying 


mber^ 


This  reference  was  carried— 


o37. 


INVALID  PENSIONERS. 

Mr.  D.  Foster,  from  the  Commiltee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  a  motion  lo  inquire  wheihei 
any,  and,  if  any,  what  alterations  are  necessary  in 
the  acts  for  the  relief  of  invalid  pensioners,  made 
a  report  on  the  subject,  containing  a  variety  of 
reasons  to  show  that,  on  the  ground  of  justice  and 
policy,  il  is  Dot  expedient  to  make  any  alteraliona 
to  the  existing  laws  on  that  subject.  The  report 
was  committed. 

PROTECTION  OF  THE  COAST. 

Mr.  Sbwall,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce and  Protection,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  Slalea, 
relative  to  the  depredations  committed  upon  a 
vessel  in  the  harbor  of  Charleston,  reported  that 
there  could  be  nodoubtof  (hefaets  being  as  stated, 
and  that  it  was  another  instance  to  prove  the  ne> 
ce&sity  of  taking  measures  for  the  protection  of 
our  coast.  They,  therefore,  report  a  resolution 
authorizing  the  Preaident  to  build  and  equip  — 
galleys,  ta  floating  batteries,  for  that  purpoae; 
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which   was    referred  to  the  Committee  of   ihi; 
Whole  on  the  Elate  of  the  Uniou. 

GEORGIA  LIMITS. 

The  Houae  agaia  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  OQ  the  bill  for  aa  amicable 
Mtdement  of  limits  with  the  Slate  of  Georgia; 
when,  after  striking  out  the  words  "  claiming  un- 
der it,"  ID  the  fifth  section,  and  adding  two  new 
sections, the  comnutiee  rose, the  House  concurred 
in  the  amendments,  and  the  bill  was  ordered 
beieadalhird  time  to-morrow. 

One  of  the  sections  was  moved  by  Mr.  Mill- 
EDQE,  and  was  in  the  following  words: 

«  That,  from  Mid  after  the  BftabliBbnieDt  of  the  laid 
goTOTUDent,  the  people  of  the  aforesaid  territory  shall 
be  entitled  to  and  enjoj  all  and  singular  the  righta, 
pmileges,  and  adiantagea,  granted  to  the  people  of  the 
iBiTitoiy  of  the  United  States  northwest  of  the  river 
Ohio,  in  snd  by  the  sforeaaid  ordinance  of  the  13ch  day 
of  Jnlj,  in  the  year  1T8T,  in  as  Aill  and  ample  manner 
■us  the  aame  are  poawused  and  enjojed  by  the  people  of 
the  said  last-mentioned  territory. 

The  othpr,  moved  by  Mr.  Habfeb,  was  lo  thi 
following  effect : 

**  That,  from  and  after  the  establishment  of  the  afore- 
said goiemment,  it  shall  not  be  lawfoi  for  any  person 
to  import  or  bring  into  the  said  territory,  from  any  part 
or  place  without  the  limits  of  ths  United  States,  any  ^ve 
OS  ^reii,'  on  pain  of  forfeiting  three  handled  dollars  for 
every  slave  so  brought,  one-half  to  the  United  States, 
and  the  other  half  to  the  person  who  shall  sue  (or  the 
same;  and  eveiy  person  so  imported  shall  be  entitled 
to  and  receive  his  or  hsr  freedooi." 

When  this  section  was  proposed,  Mr.  THaTCHEH 
moved  to  strike  out  the  words  "  without  the  limits 
of  the  United  States,"  so  as  to  hare  made  it  un- 
lawful to  have  brought  any  slave  there  i  but  the 
motion  was  not  seconded. 

MILITARY  APPROPRIATIONS. 

Hr.  Sew&ll  wished  the  House  to  go  into  a 
Coimuillee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the 
Senate  to  authorize  the  Presidenl  to  purchase  one 
or  more  foundries.  It  was  well  known  that  the 
United  States  were  verv  deficient  in  canDoa. 
which  coutd  tiot  be  got.  he  believed,  in  a  better 
way  than  by  giving  the  President  the  power 
proposed. 

Mr.  Harper  wished  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts to  suffer  his  motion  to  give  way  to  one 
which  he  proposed  to  make,  forgoing  into  a  Com- 
milteeoftbe  Whole  on  the  report  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Meana,  relative  to  the  appropri- 
ations for  the  Military  Establishment,  as  there 
was  at  present  a  numtier  of  officers  in  the  city, 
waiting  for  their  pay,  which  they  could  not  re- 
ceive until  the  appropriations  were  made,  as  the 
Q100,f)00,  which  were  appropriated  on  account, 
had  been  already  expended. 

Mr.  Giles  hoped  the  House  would  go  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union  generally.  The  House  had  received  a 
Message  from  the  President  a  week  ago,  of  a  very 
alarm  1  tig  nature,  which  he  thought  it  was  time  to 
notice.  He  was  himself  extremely  aiuioDs  to 
5th  Com. — 43 


know  what  it  was  the  object  of  gentlemen  to  do 
in  this  business. 

Mr.  Gallatin  said,  if  there  was  an  immediate 
occasion  for  making  appropriations  lor  the  Mili- 
tary KstablLshment,  he  should  not  oppose  the  mo- 
tion of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina;  but 
OQ  the  first  of  January  there  was  a  very  consider- 
able balance  unexpended,  and  therefore  he  be- 
lieved it  was  not  oecessaty  to  take  up  the  subject 
at  present. 

Mr.  Sewall  thought  that  if  there  was  no  bal- 
ance in  hand,  there  could  be  no  difficulty  in  pay- 
ing the  officers,  in  confidence  that  an  appropria- 
tion would  be  made.  It  was  immediately  neces- 
sary to  attend  to  the  subject  of  procurioe  cannon, 
as  ue  frigates  could  not  go  to  sea  until  tney  were 
got.  He  did  not  know  that  they  could  immedi- 
ately be  furnished  by  the  means  proposed,  but  he 
supposed  it  would  be  necessary  to  adopt  such  a 
measure  in  order  to  secure,  not  only  the  present, 
but  future  supplies.  As  to  going  inlo  a  Commit' 
tee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  he 
did  not  know  that  there  was  any  immediate  ne- 
cessity for  that.  He  did  not  know  that  it  was 
intended  to  take  up  any  particular  subject  which 
had  been  referred  to  that  committee.  He  hoped 
they  should  first  take  up  one  proposition,  and  then 
another,  until  the  whole  were  agreed  to.  But  he 
thought  it  first  proper  to  take  up  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  which  was  referred  to  a  separate  com- 

Mt.  T.  Claiborne  said,  if  a  number  of  officers 
were  waitiug  in  the  city  for  their  pay,  he  hoped 
the  business  of  appropriation  would  be  gone  into, 
as  to  keep  them  in  the  city  on  expense  was  to  di* 
minish  their  pay.  As  to  the  foundries,  be  ibouirht 
it  was  time  eaouffh  to  take  up  the  subject.  He 
himself  sboultj  be  decidedly  opposed  to  the  measure. 

Mr.  Balowin  understood  that  a  motion  to  go 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union  bad  preference  of  every  other. 

The  Sfeaeeb  said  it  had,  but  he  did  not  hear 
the  motion  seconded. 

Mr.  Baldwin  said  he  seconded  the  motion.  He 
thought  the  House  had  acted  very  properly  on  this 
occasion.  He  was  pleased  that  they  did  not,  im- 
mediately upon  receiving  the  President's  Message, 
hurry  into  the  subject,  liut  that  they  had  taken 
lime  to  reflect  upon  it.  He  was  sure,  however, 
nothing  he  could  say  could  show  more  forcibly 
than  the  Message  itself,  its  importance  to  the  in- 
terests and  happiness  of  the  United  Slates.  He 
thought  it  was  now  desirable  to  go  into  the  busi- 
ness as  calmly  as  possible,  and  begin  to  exchange 
their  sentiments  upon  it.  It  is  a  subject  on  which 
the  citizens  of  the  United  States  are  at  this  time 
deeply  engaged,  but  they  justly  look  up  lo  theii 
Representatives  as  having  the  best  informaliotion 
the  subject,  to  learn  what  is  to  be  the  issue  of  their 
deliberations.  He  wished  their  anxiety  to  be  in 
some  measure  relieved  by  an  entrance  beins  madei 
upon  the  discussion.  He  confessed  he  had  never 
nitnessed  a  period  which  called  so  loudly  for  at- 
tention, as  the  present  He  coutd  not  remove  the 
subject  from  his  mind  ;  he  not  only  thought  of  il 
when  in  that  House,  but  when  he  lay  on  aie  bed, 
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his  thoughts  were  still  engaeed  upon  it.  Indeed, 
no  man  who  had  the  good  of  his  country  at  heart, 
could  help  be in^  deeply  afiecied  by  the  present 
situation  or  thinea.  He  hoped,  therefore,  the 
Bouse  would  resolve  ilaelf  into  b  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  slate  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  Otih  said  it  was  well  known  that  he  bad 
been  uniformly  of  opinion  that  the  House  ought, 
from  day  to  A&y,  to  go  into  a  Committee  of  Che 
Whole  on  the  stale  of  the  UnioD,  and  he  was  gra- 
tified in  hearing  the  same  sentiments  from  others. 
He  thought  the  subject  ought  not  to  be  delayed. 
The  motion  was,  however,  uuexpecled  from  the 
gentlennBQ  who  brought  it  forward.  He  could  not 
■ay  he  was  prepared  to  go  into  the  subject  to-day.. 
As  there  seemed,  however,  a  great  desire,  from 
what  bad  fallen  from  the  gentleman  from  Georgia, 
(every  sentimeni  of  which  he  concurred  in,)  to  go 
Itito  tnis  business,  he  should  be  willing  to-morrow 
to  enter  upon  it,  when  he  hoped  they  should  go 
into  it  witQ  one  heart  and  one  consent.  As  the 
appropriations  for  the  Military  Department  were 
pretty  much  a  matter  of  course,  ne  hoped  that 
Dusinese  would  be  got  through  to-day.  With  re- 
spect to  the  motion  of  bis  colleague,  (Mr.  Sew- 
all,)  to  go  into  the  subject  which  he  proposes, 
would  be  in  fact  to  go  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  as  it  is  inti- 
mately connected  with  the  subjects  referred  to 
thai  committee. 

Mr.  Harper  trusted  the  gentl< 


o  from  Qeor- 


e^  would  give  him  credit  when  he  assured  the 
onse  he  had  as  great  a  desire  to  ao  into  a  Com 
e  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union 


that  gentleman  or  any  other;  but  whilst  he  felt 
this  desire,  he  also  knew  that  it  was  necessary  to 

Sss  the  annual  and  usual  appropriations  for  ihi 
ilitary  Eslahlishment.  As  to  the  surplus  whicl 
the  eenclcman  from  Pennsylvania  had  men 
tionea  as  unexpended  on  the  first  of  January, 
that  had  been  paid  for  the  services  of  1797. 
Be  hoped,  (herelore,  the  motion  for  going  ii 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union  would  be  withdrawn  until  this  business 
was  gone  through;  afterwards  be  should  be  one 
of  the  last  persons  to  object  to  it.  Indeed,  he  re- 
joiced to  Bod  that  gentlemen  now  felt  chat  aniielv 
on  account  of  the  situation  of  this  country  whico 
every  good  citizen  could  not  help  feeling. 

Mr.  J.  Parker  hoped  the  militaiy  appropria- 
tions would  be  proceeded  with,  otherwise  it  would 
be  impossible  to  comply  with  tnat  law,  which  sai 
the  pay  of  the  Array  shall  never  be  two  monil 
in  arrears.  Nobody  would  he  more  ready  than  he 
to  go  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  ihe 
state  of  the  Union.  He  hoped  the  House  might 
do  ijiis  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Macoh  concurred  in  opinion  with  the  gen- 


n  who  had  just  si 
Mr.  Giles  had  no  particular  objectio 
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business  lying  over  till  to-morrow.  But  when 
the  President  sent  his  Message,  it  wai  to  be  ex- 
pected some  notice  would  be  taken  of  it.  Prom 
the  best  judgment  he  could  give  it,  it  involved 
the  question  of  peace  or  war  to  this  country,  and 
he  (bought  gentlemen  mast  he  prepared  to  say 


which  of  the  two  States  they  wished.  With 
respect  to  the  congratulations  of  gehilemen,  that 
others  seemed  now  sensible  of  the  perilous  situa- 
tion of  our  country,  he  confessed  his^fears  had 
long  been  awakened  in  this  respect.  All,  he  be- 
lieved^ were  impressed  with  the  critical  situation 
in  which  we  stand,  but  there  is  a  difference  of 
opinion  as  to  the  means  of  extricating  ourselves. 
He  had  always  been  in  favor  of  every  necessary 
measure  for  the  defence  of  our  country;  but  op- 
posed to  all  eitraTagant  measures.  He  should 
still  act  in  the  same  way. 

The  other  motions  being  withdrawn,  the  House 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
on  the  appropriations  necessary  for  the  Military 
Esiablishment  for  the  present  year,  when  the 
blanks  were  filled  with  the  sums  estimated  to  he 
necessary  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  until  the  arti- 
cle of  subsistence  came    under    consideration ; 

Mr.  Gallatin  moved  to  strike  out  25  cents  pet 
ration,  for  the  purpose  of  inserting  20  cents,  which 
was  the  price  charged  last  ^ear,  and  provisions 
were  rather  fallen  than  risen  in  price.  Indeed,  it 
was  observable,  thai  the  rations  had  every  year 
been  advanced  a  few  cents.  In  1795  ihey  were 
charged  only  15  cents ;  last  year,  20  cents,  and 
now  25. 

Mr.  Harper  believed  rations  miebt  be  got  at 
30  cents;  but  it  was  necessary  for  the  contractors 
to  ilejiosite  six  months'  provision  in  advance  in 
Ihe  different  posts,  which  occasioned  a  cunsidera- 
ble  expense;  and  besides  this,  it  was  customary 
for  friendly  Indians  to  visit  all  the  posts,  and 
whenever  they  did  so,  it  was  necessary  to  enter- 
tain them.  He  snoposed  the  additional  five  cents 
were  to  make  up  for  these  two  circumstances.  It 
would  remain  with  the  committee  whether  ihey 
would  allow  the  additional  five  cents,  or  hereafter 
make  good  deficiencies,  as  they  founa  it  necessary 
to  do  tor  last  year. 

Mr.  Gallatin  said,  that  there  would  be  no 
need  to  take  into  account  the  six  months'  advance 
of  provisionn,  as  that  was  included  in  tbe  deficien- 
cies which  were  now  to  be  provided  for;  and  if  a 
E eater  number  of  rations  was  wanted,  it  should 
eipres.ted,  and  not  add  to  the  price  of  the  ra- 
tions. And  if  rations  were  to  be  provided  for  the 
Indians,  they  ought  to  he  put  under  a  distinct 
head,  and  not  onder  the  head  of  subsistence  for 
the  officers  of  the  army.  In  1797,  indeed,  there 
was  under  the  head  of  the  Indian  Department, 
100,000  rations  at  80  cents,  which  was  the  proper 
way  of  placing  the  business.  If  rations  could  be 
got  at  20  cents,  and  they  were  charged  25,  the 
overplus  would  not  go  to  thepurposes  which  had 
been  mentioned;  hut  the  officers,  who  received 
money  instead  of  rations,  would  receive  25  cents 
instead  of  20. 

Mr.  Harper  consented  lo  the  price  being  fixed 
at  20  cents,  and  after  a  few  observations  from  Mr. 
J,  Williams  jo  favor  of  20  cents,  and  of  having 
the  allowance  for  tbe  Indians  mentioned  sepa- 
rately, the  motion  was  put  and  carried. 

It  was  proposed  lo  appropriate  $3,000  for  three 
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doDe  ao,  as  the  appropriation  is  the  only  check 
which  the   Legislature  has  over  ihe  contingent 

J.  Williams  agreed  with  ibe  gentleman 

from  PennsylvaDiB  that  the  eipeoses  of  the  Cluar- 
termaster's  Deparimeac  ought  not  to  he  so  large 
now,  that  our  troops  are  stationary,  as  heretofore; 
hut  he  thought  these  objections  ought  lo  hare 
heeu  made  in  Committee  of  the  Whole ;  and  if 
there  existed  doubts  as  to  the  justness  of  the  ac- 
thts  business,  the  report  had  better  be 
recommitted  until  they  were  eiamiaed,  as  the 
geotlemen  of  the  Coiamillee  of  Ways  and 
Means  seemed  to  differ  s6  widely. 

It  being  past  the  usual  hour  for  adjourn  men  t,  a 
ocioD  was  made  to  adjourn,  and  carred — so  tne 
question  on  this  point  was  not  taken. 

Tdesday,  March  27. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  for  an  amicable  set- 
tlement of  limits  with  the  State  of  Georgia,  was 
passed  with  amendments. 

Mr.  Sewall  moved  for  the  order  of  the  day  m 
the  bill  from  the  Senate  to  authorize  the  Freei- 
deat  to  purchase  one  or  more  foundries. 
EMBEZZLEMENT  OF  WAGES. 

Mr.  D.  Foster,  from  tbe  Committee  of  Claims, 
proposed  a  resolution  lu  the  House  lo  the  foUow- 
mg  effect,  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table: 

JUaolsed,  That  the  accountiDg  officers  of  tbe  Trea- 
sury be,  and  the?  ve  hereby,  directed  to  adjusl  end 
settle  the  accounts  far  wages  of  those  noii-commie< 
■iened  officers  and  eoldieiB  in  the  late  4th  Masaachu- 
regimeat  on  the  continental  eetablishment,  whose 
certificates  were  delivered  la  agents  in  pursuance  of  an 
act  of  Congress,  end  wUch  shall  be  found  to  have  been 
embezzled  by  them,  end  who  consequently  remain  un- 
paid for  their  services ;  and  all  such  sums  which  shall 
'  e  allowed  (o  aacb  officers  and  soldiers  shall  be  chained 
>  the  account  of  tbe  agents  by  whom  they  were  em- 

EXCHANQE  NEWSPAPEKS. 
The  SreaKER  laid  before  the  House  a  report  of 
the  AasiftBQt  Postmaster  General  on  the  petition 
of  the  printers  of  the  Baltimore  newspapers.  The 
report  states  that  tbe  irregularities  complained  of 
much  exaggerated  ;  that  there  were  a  few 
iQces  of  delay  during  the  winter,  on  account 
of  tbe  obstructed  slate  of  the  ferry  over  the  Sa»- 
quehannah,  for  which  tbe  contractors  have  not- 
withstanding been  called  to  account.  The  report 
also  stales  ihat  the  great  number  of  exchange 
papers  which  pass  between  the  printers  of  news- 
papers is  very  troublesome ;  it  mentions  chat  there 
are  fifteen  newspapers  printed  in  this  city,  the 
printers  of  which  receive  1,000  papers  in  a  week, 


rii  omce.  It  makes  the  number  about  9,000  a 
,  many  of  which  it  is  believed  are  of  little 
use,  and  are  never  read  by  the  printers  who  re- 
ceive them.  The  report  suggests,  therefore,  the 
propriety  of  either  withdrawing  this  privilege 
altogether,  or  limiting  the  number  of  papers  to  be 


additional  temporary  agents  to  trade  with  the 
Indians. 

Mr.  Gallatin  mored  lo  strike  out  this  article. 
He  thought  there  wa.s  as  many  agents  already  as 
were  useful ;  besides,  the  law  confined  the  expense 
in  this  respect  to  (15,000,  so  that  if  these  addi- 
tions! agenis  were  to  be  provided,  it  mast  be  by 
«  supplementary  law. 

Mr.  Harper  said,  whether  two  additional  agents 
ne  necessary  or  not.  is  mere  matter  of  opinion, 
and  he  was  inclinea  to  take  the  opinion  of  the 
President  and  Secretary  of  War,  before  that  of 
tbe  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania.  Mr.  H.  in- 
sisted upon  the  President's  right  to  appoint  more 
agents,  if  he  thought  them  necessary. 

The  motion  to  strike  out  was  carried— 34  to  29. 

Mr.  Hahper  moved  an  additional  item  of 
100,000  rations  at  ten  cents,  under  the  head  of 
the  Indian  Department,  for  the  use  of  the  In- 
dians who  visit  the  posts,  which  was  negatived — 
28  to  27.  ^ 

The  item  of  $169,000  for  cannon  and  arms, 
was  agreed  to  be  omitted,  and  considered  in  the 
bill  which  tetaies  to  the  purchasing  of  foundries. 

Mr.  Harper  then  proposed  two  additional  items 
to  make  good  the  deficiencies  of  last  year,  which 
were  agreed  to  in  blank. 

The  committee  ihen  rose,  and  the  House  look 
np  tbe  amendments  reported  by  the  committee. 
All  were  agreed  to  until  the  duartermaster's 
Department  came  under  consideration,  when 

Mr.  Gallatin  moved  to  strike  out  $300,000, 
for  the  purpose  of  inserting  $1^,000.  A  great 
part  of  this  expense  was  incurred  m  transporting 
our  troops  from  one  place  to  another,  and  now 
they  were  stationed,  he  thought  the  sum  he  had 
mentioned  woald  be  very  ample.  Indeed,  be 
should  not  have  been  in  iavor  of  so  Urge  a  sum, 
only  that  some  vessels  would  be  necessary  to  be 
bmlt  on  tbe  Lakes. 

Mr.  Harper  said,  this  appropriation  was  in- 
dnded  last  year  along  with  the  Indian  Depart- 
ment, defensive  proreciioo,  boimties,  &c.,  for 
which  $300,000  were  appropriated,  and  they 
found  there  was  a  deficiency  of  $50,000.  He 
could  not  say  under  what  bead  this  deficiency 
arose,  but  it  was  chiefly  under  that  of  QiUarier^ 
master's  Department.  As  the  estimate  was 
$200,000,  he  hoped  that  snm  would  be  agreed  to, 
as  the  Secretary  of  War  was  more  likely  to  know 
what  was  necessary  than  any  gentleman  in  that 
House  conid  he. 

Mr.  Gallatin  contended,  that  on  a  comparison 
with  the  expenses  of  former  years,  the  sum  he 
proposed  wasquite  laive enmign.  The  deficiency 
of  lasi  year  of  $50,000,  which  the  gentleman  had 
mentioned,  ought  not  to  have  taken  place.  The 
Secretary  of  War  was  not  justified  in  expending 
more  in  these  contingencies  than  was  appropria- 
ted, (except  in  case  of  necessity,)  otherwise  the 
Secretary  of  War,  and  not  Congress,  rqpilated 
the  expenditure  of  money.  It  would  he  necessary 
to  inquire  into  this  bnsiness,  and  except  some 
pressing  necessity  could  be  shown  for  going  be- 
yond tne  appropriation,  he  should  consider  the 
Secretary  of  War  aa  highly  Uameable  for  having 
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Referrei]  to  the 
Posi  Ruai 
MILITARY  APPROPRIATIOMS. 
The  House  toolc  up  ihe  unfinished  business  of 

Seslerday  relative  lo  ihe  appropriations  for  the 
[ilitary  Establishment;  &Tid  Mr.  Gallatin'b 
motion  for  striking  out  $300,000.  for  the  purpose 
of  inserting  $150,000,  for  the  expenses  in  the 
QrUarter master's  Deparltaenl,  coming  under  con- 
sideration, after  some  observations  on  the  subject, 
the  sum  was  agreed  lo  be  left  in  Hank. 

The  resolutions  were  referred  to  the  Committee 

of  Ways  and  Means  to  bring  in  a  bill  accordingly. 

EELATI0H8  WITH  TRANCE. 

Mr.  BiLowiN  hoped  the  Houne  would  now  re- 
solve itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
slate  of  the  Union. 

After  a  few  observations  from  Mr.  Sewall 
against,  and  from  Mr.  Nicholas  in  favor  of  going 
tato  the  business  of  the  Union,  the  House  re- 
■olved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
that  subject^  Mr.  Dent  in  the  Chair;  when  the 
President'd  Message  of  the  19th  instant  having 
been  read, 

Mr.  SpRio«  rose  and  observed,  that  every  sub- 
ject which  came  before  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Uaion  must  necessa- 
rily be  important;  but  be  believed  there  never 
was  any  more  so  than  that  which  was  presented 
TO  ihcm  by  the  Message  of  the  President  which 
had  been  read.  Separated  as  we  are  from  Eu- 
rope by  an  immense  ocean,  it  were  to  be  wished 
that  we  were  equally  separated  from  its  political 
concerns,  and  thai  we  should  have  to  do  with  them 
DO  further  than  what  relates  to  commerce.  This, 
unhappily,  had  not  been  the  case,  and  there  now 
existed  painful  differences  between  this  country 
and  the  French  Republic.  The  Message  which 
bad  just  been  read  was  an  evidence  of  this.  In 
this  situation  of  ihinga,  it  appeared  necessary  that 
the  House  should  declare  whether  this  country 
was  to  have  peace  or  war.  Thio  was  a  aubject  in 
which  the  best  intereslji  of  the  Union  were  deeply 
concerned,  and  he  hoped  the  business  would  be 
met  fully  aod  fairly.  The  President  had  in- 
formed the  House  that  the  present  state  of  things 
is  changed  from  what  it  was  when  he  prohibited 
the  arming  of  merchant  vessels,  and  thai  there' 
fore  he  had  withdrawn  that  prohibition.  Whether 
the  order  formerly  issued  by  the  President  for  this 
purpose  was  in  conformity  to  the  spirit  or  letter 
of  the  law,  was  not  of  importance  now  to  inquire ; 
the  effect  bad  been  beneficial,  and  in  the  same 
proportion  as  the  prohibition  had  been  beneficial 
would  be  the  evils  of  withdrawing  it.  In  order 
to  aseeriaio  the  .tense  of  the  committee  upon  what 
measures  may  be  proper  to  betaken  in  ihe  present 
crisis,  he  should  offer  the  following  resolutions  to 
their  consideration: 

SaoUtd,  That  it  it  the  opinlan  of  thji  committee, 
that  under  eitating  dicumatances,  it  i*  not  expedient 
lor  the  United  Sutei  to  ruort  to  war  againat  the 
French  Republic. 

Raoktd,  4^  That  provision  ought  to  be  made  bj 
law  fill  Tcatrictijij:  the  arming  of  merchant  veiiela,  es> 


cept  in  case*  in  which  the  practice  wa*  heretofore  per- 
mitted. 

Setahed,  Sic^  That  adeqmle  proviuon  ihall  be  made 
b;  law  for  the  pnitectioa  of  our  eeacoaat,  and  for  the 
internal  defence  of  the  country. 

The  first  resolution  being  taken  un, 
Mr.  Harfes  supposed  there  woula  be  an  unani- 
mous vote  on  this  resolution.     He  never  heard  a. 
sentiment  contrary  to  it.    He  was  willing  to  de- 
clare that  it  was  not  at  present  expedient  (□  go  to 

Mr.  SiTOREAVEB  Said  that,  for  hitnself,  be  could 
not  agree  to  the  proposed  resolution.  He  did  not 
mean,  by  this  disagreement,  to  express  an  opinion 
that,  at  this  moment,  it  was  expedient  to  go  to 
war  with  the  French  Republic;  but  he  thought 
the  formal  declaration  of  the  contrary  sentiment 
was  highly  improper.  The  present  is  a  period  of 
menace  and  of  danger,  of  injury  and  outrage,  and 
whatever  might  be  the  expediency  of  the  actual 
crisis  yet  he  had  no  hesitation  to  avow  his  belief 
that  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  war  must  be 
resorted  to,  or  the  national  honor  and  interest  be 
abandoned.  The  conduct  of  France  was  calcu- 
lated to  excite  or  justify  no  other  ezpeciatiou; 
:  and  under  such  circumstances,  with  such  pros- 
pects, he  could  by  no  means  cODsenl  to  a  formal 
declaration  of  non-resistance.  Besides,  it  is  con- 
trary lo  the  usual  and  ordinary  course  of  Legisla- 
tive proceeding,  to  pass  mere  negative  resolutions. 
The  power  of  declaring  war  being  vested  in  the 
Congress,  so  lop^  as  the  Congresa  shall  forbear 
lo  declare  war,  it  is  a  sufficient  expression  of  iheiz 
sentiment  that  such  a  declaration  would  be  inex- 
pedient: it  is  the  only  proper  expression  of  such 
a  sentiment ;  and  it  can  oe  no  more  right  lo  re- 
solve that  we  will  not  resort  to  war,  than  it  would 
be  to  pass  an  act  lo  declare  ihat  it  would  be  inex- 
pedient to  make  a  law  for  the  regulation  of  bank- 
ruptcy or  any  other  municipal  concern.  How- 
ever desirable,  therefore,  he  admitted  uoanimity 
to  be.  at  a  time  like  the  present,  be  found  it  im- 
possible to  agree  to  the  resolution. 

Mr.  BALowiMdid  not  agree  with  the  gentleman 
last  up  i  he  thought  the  resolution  proper  and  free 
from  exception.  We  were,  he  aajd.  twenty-three 
years  ago,  when  we  were  about  beginning  the 
war  wilh  Great  Britain,  in  a  situation  similar  to- 
the  present ;  but  we  were  then  without  many  ad- 
vantages which  we  now  have.  We  were  ihea 
without  any  common  tie,  except  what  arose  from 
common  interest.  No  means  existed  of  holding 
c-snference  together,  but  nature  pointed  out  the 
course  to  be  taken,  and  representatives  from  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  country  were  travelling  at  the 


just  taken  his  seat  apprehentis  war  must  be  the 
consequence  of  our  present  situation. 

Mr.  B.  said  this  was  the  first  time  that  Ihe  guea- 
tion  of  declaring  war  had  ever  presented  itself,  and 
upon  which,  he  believed,  there  might  be  a  differ- 
ence of  opinion  as  lo  the  exeicise  of  that  power. 
He  did  not  mean  to  say  wantonly  that  our  Coo- 
stilulion  is  imperfect;  but  every  society  which 
has  a  written  Cooalitution  must  bave  recourae  to 
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il  for  direction.  It  would  be  iimproper  therefore 
40  inquire  what  agency  the  Legislature  ought  to 
have  in  the  declaring  of  war ;  whether  it  is  not 
proper  that  all  the  ciTCumstances  relative  to  such 
B  state  should  be  before  them.  He  did  not  belieTC 
it  was  intended  thai  this  House  should  merely  be 
the  instrumeDt  to  give  the  sound  of  war ;  the 
subject  seemed  to  be  placed  wholly  in  the  hands 
of  the  Legislature.  This  was  the  understanding 
of  the  country  when  there  was  no  Governmenl 
in  existence,  and  he  beliered  this  was  the  mean- 
ing of  the  Constitution.  The  country  is  now  ev- 
ery where  agitating  this  question  of  peace  or  war, 
and  he  trusted  they  would  not  be  left  to  grope 
their  way  in  the  dark  on  this  important  question. 
The  President  had  informed  the  House  that  all 
'hopes  of  a  negotiation  were  at  an  end.  He  was 
willing  to  take  the  information  as  il  was  gireu, 
without  going  into  the  Cabinet  of  the  Executire, 
and  to  take  measures  accordingly.  But  when 
some  persons  declare  that  the  present  state  of 
>things  is  already  a  state  of  war ;  that  the  country 
is  going  on  in  it;  thai  the  die  is  cast,  and  that  we 
have  nothing  to  do  but  to  go  on  with  il  as  well  as 
we  can,  if  the  House  does  Dot  believe  this  to  be  a 
iTue  position,  this  resolution  ougbl  to  be  agreed 
10,  which  went  to  say  that  the  House  does  not 
eotuider  the  present  a  state  of  war,  but  a  state  of 

Mr-  OriB  said,  if  the  gentleman  who  made  the 
moiioa  would  consent  to  use  the  Constiiulioual 
words  on  this  occasion,  he  apprehended  there 
would  be  no  diSerence  of  opinion.  He  meant 
that  instead  of  saying  '^to  resort  to  war,"  to  say 
"to  declare  war." 

Mr.  Sprioo  said,  the  resoloiion  which  he  bad 
proposed  had  not  been  the  work  of  a  moment, 
and  he  did  not  feel  disposed  to  make  the  altera- 
tions proposed. 

Mr.  Ons  added,  then  he  should  propose  to  strike 
out  the  words  "  resort  to,"  and  insert  "  declare," 
as  he  was  of  opinion  with  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  SiTOaiiAvBa,)  that  the  only 
subjects  it  for  discussion  were  active  measures, 
and  that  it  was  not  regular  to  declare  when  they 
would  no  I  do  a  thing. 

Mr.  PiNoKNEY  was  desirous  of  setiliog  ihin  tno- 
^n  by  the  previous  question ;  but  he  was  inform- 
ed by  the  Chair  that  such  a  motion  would  not  be 
in  order  in  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  D&TTOH  (the  Speaker)  said,  that  he  hoped 
his  friend  from  Massachuseiis  would  withdraw 
the  molioo  he  had  just  offered,  in  order  to  make 
room  for  one  he  had  to  offer,  which  would  render 
the  first  resolution  more  geora^l,  more  innocent, 
and  yet  equally  or  more  efficacious,  and  would 
test  the  sincerity  of  ihe  advocates  oi  thai  resolu- 
tion as  to  their  professed  anxiety  for  the  roainte- 
BBuce  of  peace.  Upon  Mr.  Otis  withdrawing 
his  motion,  Mr.  D.  moved  lo  strike  out  the  words 
"  against  the  French  Republic."  and  declared  that 
alihoDgU  he  deemed  the  whole  retolutioa  unne' 
cessary,  and  considered  it  as  not  naturally  growing 
out  of  the  President's  Message,  which  did  nol 
upon  us  to  declare  or  make  war,  yet,  as  it  i 
be  the  intention  of  the  mover,  or  of  some  other 


member,  to  follow  il  up  with  like  declar 
relation  lo  all  other  nations  with  whom  the  Uni- 
ted Stales  had  any  intercourse,  provided  ihey 
acted  GODsistently,  he  thought  ii  better  to  make 
the  resolution  a  general  one,  even  if  il  should  be 
afierwarils  negatived.  He,  for  himself,  was  as 
ready  to  say  that,  tinder  existing  c  ire  urn  static  et, 
it  was  as  expedient  for  the  Umted  Slates  to  go 
to  war  with  any  olher  nation  as  with  ihe  French 
Republic.  He  saw  no  reason  why  that  particu- 
lar Power  should  be  (tingled  out  in  the  manner 
proposed;  and  as  he  was  for  cultivating  peace, 
nol  with  one  only,  but  with  all  the  nations  of  the 
world,  he  was  willing  so  lo  declare  his  disposi- 
tion, if  any  declaration  was  proper  on  the  occa- 
sion. It  was  also  to  be  observed,  that  it  could 
not  with  propriety  be  objected  against  the  amend- 
ment that  there  was  no  other  nation  with  whom 
we  were  in  danger  of  entering  into  hostility,  for 
the.  tables  of  the  House  had  been  loaded  with 
commuoicHtions  relative  to  the  encroachments 
and  unreasonable  demands  of  another  country, 
which  had  occasioned  an  apprehension  that  the 
United  States  would  be  driven  to  the  necessity  of 
a  war  in  order  to  obtain  possession  of  its  own  ter- 
ritory. If,  therefore,  gentlemen  were  anxious  to 
cultivate  harmony  with  the  French  only,  then 
the  resolution,  as  first  moved,  was  proper  for  their 
adoption;  but  if  the  preservation  of^peace  with 
all  was  their  real  object,  then  he  Irujled  that  the 
amendment  could  not  with  propriety  be  rejected 
by  those  gentlemen  who  had  introduced  and  ad- 
vocated a  proposition  the  uiitiiy  of  which,  under 
any  mndincalton,  he  owned  for  himself  he  could 
not  discern,  although  he  was  willing  lo  render  il 
as  unexceptionable  as  possible  before  it  was  deci- 
ded upon. 

Mr.  Sfrigo  inforched  the  gentleman  froiu  New 
Jersey  that  the  reason  wh)[  the  French  Republic 
was  inserted  in  the  resolution  was  because  it  was 
founded  on  the  Message  of  the  President,  which 
related  solely  to  the  French  Republic.  For  his 
part,  he  was  not  desirous  of  war  with  any  Power 
.on  earth. 

Mr.  Habper  seconded  the  motion  of  the  geit- 
tleman  from  New  Jersey,  because  he  thought  it 
would  be  better  in  that  shape.  He  had  no  partic- 
ular objection  to  the  resolution  as  proposed,  only 
that  he  thought  it  a  resolution  about  nothing ;  but 
as  it  might  gratify  the  mover  and  some  others,  he 
should  nol  object  lo  it.  He  was  nol  himself  dis> 
posed  for  war,  but  for  peace,  while  peace  could  be 
preserved.  Bui  he  n.ever  said,  and  would  not  say, 
that  war  was  the  worst  thing  which  could  happen 
to  this  couulry ;  he  thought  submission  to  ihe  ac- 
gressLODs  of  a  foreign  Power  in&niiely  worse.  If 
gentlemen  meant,  by  agreeing  to  this  resolution, 
to  prevent  the  country  /rom  being  pui  into  astaie 
of  defence  ;  if  they  meant  by  it  to  eSecl  an  enter* 
ing  wedge  (o  submission,  he  trusted  they  would 
find  themselves  mistaken ;  for  though  he  believed 
the  true  interest  of  the  counlrv  lay  in  peace,  yet 
he  was  not  disposed  lo  recede  from  any  measures 
which  he  thought  proper  through  fear  of  war. 
Or  did  gentlemen  intend,  by  this  question  of  peace 
or  war,  to  enlist  the  popular  prejudices  in  favor  of 
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t  proper  measures  being 
if  the  couni 
V  he  should  be  the  &rt 
the  disguise.  He  trusted  ibis  was  not  the  case,  as 
he  saw  ii  conaecled  with  another  lesolutiou  which 
proposed  ihe  lakinj;  of  measures  for  the  defence 
of  the  country.  The  question  at  preseal,  said  Mr. 
H.,  is  not  a  question  of  war,  but  of  defence;  and 
no  IwoquesrioDs  are  more  distinct.  If  gentlemen 
confouDd  these  two  questions,  and  are  determined 
to  take  no  measures  of  defence  lest  they  should 
lead  to  war,  let  tbem  say  so.  He  believed,  how- 
ever,  the  distinction  was  well  understood  tiy  the 
American  people, 

Mr.  Giles  believed  this  the  proper  time  to  de- 
clare whether  the  country  should  remain  in  peace 
or  go  to  war.  He  thought  the  resolution  proper 
as  IE  stood,  because  founded  on  the  Messase  of 
the  President,  in  which  the  French  Republic  is 
only  named.  There  was  a  part  of  that  Message, 
he  said,  which,  in  his  opinion,  amounted  to  a  de- 
claration of  war.  The  President  tells  the  House, 
"that  the  situation  of  things  is  materially  changed 
since  be  issued  his  order  to  prevent  the  arming  of 
merchant  vessels."  As  far  as  he  understood  the 
situation  of  tbe  United  States  at  that  lime,  it  was 
a  state  of  neutrality.  If  ibal  slate  is  changed,  and 
the  present  is  not  a  state  of  neutrality,  he  wished 
to  know  what  it  is.  He  knew  only  of  two  states, 
a  state  of  neutrality  and  a  stale  of  war  i  he  knew 
of  no  mongrel  slate  between  them.  Therefore,  if 
the  president  of  the  United  Slates  could  declare 
war,  we  are  now  in  war.  BelieTing,  however, 
that  Congress  had  alone  tbe  power  to  declare  war, 
he  Ihouglit  it  time  to  declare  what  the  st&te  of 
the  nation  is.  He  did  not  know-whether  the  ob- 
ject might  not  be  answered  by  the  resolution  be- 
ing general,  as  he  was  and  always  had  been 
(notwithstanding  insinuations  to  the  contrary) 
against  war  with  any  nation  upon  the  earth.  He 
looked  upon  it  as  the  greatest  calamity  which 
could  befal  any  nation )  and  whatever  may  be  the 
phantoms  raised  in  perspective  of  national  honor 
and  gtory  io  such  a  state,  they  will,  in  tbe  end, 
all  prove. fallacious.  He  believed  no  nation  ought 
to  go  to  war  except  when  attacked;  and  this  kind 
of  war  he  should  ne  as  ready  to  meet  as  any  one. 
Mr.  O.  said,  gentlemen  were  continually  speak- 
ing of  the  degraded  state  of  the  nation,  when  their 
own  measures  had  led  to  it.  [Mi.  Habfeh  de- 
nied that  he  had  ever  said  the  nation  was  in  a  de- 
graded stale.]  Mr.  G.  was  not  sure  that  he  bad 
said  it,  but  he  believed  he  had  frequently  heard  it. 
He  believed  we  were  in  a  state  which  required 
the  utmost  vigor  ;  but  he  thought  every  measure 
should  be  avoided  which  might  involve  the  coun- 
try in  war.  For  if  we  were  to  go  to  war  with 
(he  Prencb  at  present,  he  knew  not  what  ever 
could  take  place  which  could  produce  peace ;  it 
must  be  a  war  of  extermination.  Mr.  G.  did  not 
know  that  the  present  question  was  very  impor- 
tant; but  believing  it  strictly  conformable  to  the 
Message  of  the  President,  he  should  be  in  favor 
of  it  as  it  stood,  and  against  tbe  amendment. 

Mr.  NicHOLAB  considered  this  amendment  as 
defeating  the  resolution.    Was  there  nothing,  he 


asked,  which  called  for  a  declaration  of  tbe  kind 
proposed?  Was  it  not  clear  (o  every  one  that  the 
country  was  going  fast  into  a  slate  of  war,  and 
(in  the  words  of  Mr.  SiTenEAVEs)  was  it  not  to 
be  expected  1  Ought  not  the  legislature,  then, 
(who  atone  have  the  power  of  declaring  war,)  to 
delermine  the  stale  of  the  country,  and  say  whe- 
ther they  mean  to  go  immediaiely  to  war  or  noli 
He  thought  the  necessity  of  the  resolution  waft 
Gufficienily  evident,  by  tne  motion  which  had 
been  made  to  change  the  words  from  "resort  to 


>  declar 


I  the  ( 


chief  was  met,  whilst  the  other  meant  nothing. 
And  if  gentlemen  were  ready  10  say  we  were  not 
prepared  to  declare  war,  and  at  the  same  time 
were  not  ready  to  say  it  is  not  expedient  to  resort 
to  war,  it  proved  that  they  ihoughi  war  might  be 
made  without  being  declared.  He  asked,  whe- 
ther gentlemen  did  not  believe  the  Executive  bad 
taken  measures  which  would  lead  to  war}  And 
thai  if  be  were  at  liberty  to  act  upon  a  change  of 
circumstances  between  this  country  and  otners. 
Congress  were  not  brought  into  a  situation  in 
which  they  had  no  choice  ?  Many  discussions  had 
heretofore  taken  place  on  the  Constitution,  but  he 
had  never  heard  it  doubted  that  Congress  had  the 
power  over  the  progress  of  what  led  to  war,  aa 
well  as  the  power  of  declaring  war ;  but  if  the 
President  could  take  the  measures  which  he  bad 
taken,  with  respect  to  aiming  merchant  vessels, 
he,  and  not  Coggiess,  had  the  power  of  making 
war.  He  asked  whether,  when  report  went  M 
far  as  to  tpeak  of  an  alliance,  aSi'Usive  aud  de- 
fensive, with  a  foreign  country,  it  was  not  time  In 
come  to  a  dectaraliou  on  the  subiecl?  Suppose 
such  an  alliance  was  formed,  would  it  not  be  laid 
that  Congress  are  bound  to  carrjr  it  into  effect? 
He  knew  it  would,  though  he  should  resist  the 
doctrine.  Mr.  N.  said,  he  should  be  as  unwilling 
to  submit  to  any  foreign  country  as  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina;  but  he  could  not,  like 
that  gentleman,  say  he  was  not  afraid  of  war.  I 
am,  said  he,  afraid  of  it.  This  country  affords 
me  all  tbe  happiness  I  can  wish  or  hope  for,  and 
I  know  war  will  be  destructive  to  it.  What  wa* 
the  difference  between  himself  and  that  gentle- 
mau  in  this  respect,  he  could  not  tell ;  it  was  to 
him  surprising  that  any  gentleman  should  be 
without  fear  as  to  the  mischiefs  of  war.  He  was 
of  opinion  that  the  step  uken  by  the  President, 
with  respect  to  merchant  vessels,  went  to  declare 
that  we  rested  our  cause  on  arms,  which  was  aat 
calculated  tc  produce  any  good  effect  in  our  favor. 
He  hoped  the  amendment  would  not  be  agreed  to; 
if  it  was,  he  should  vote  against  fbe  reselulion 
itself;  and  be  did  not  ihink  the  gentleman  from 
New  Jersey,  when  he  read  the  Message  of  the 
President,  could  think  there  was  as  mucli  danger 
of  a  war  wiih  any  other  country  as  with  the 
French  Republic. 

Mr.  Brooks  agreed  wiib  the  gentleman  who 
brought  forward  this  resolution,  so  far  aa  it  de- 
clares we  are  not  prepared  to  resort  to  war.  He 
believed  no  nation  or  man  who  had  common  un- 
derstanding could  be  fond  of  war.  The  people 
of  this  country  have  yet  the  lecolleciion  of  the 
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&tal  eflecu  of  the  late  war.    But  there  are  two 
kinds  of  w>>r,  oSensive  and  defeosive.    He  wished 

SDtlemeu  to  distinguish  between  them ;  for 
ough  he  was  readf  to  declare  against  oBeasire 
war,  and  to  submit  to  small  iajiuies  rather  thaa 
OUtke  defeusire  war,  yet  he  was  aol  willing  to 
■ay  he  should  not  be  ready  to  defend  his  country 
■gainst  the  attack  af  any  foreign  Power  what- 
ever. He  hoped  he  should  be  believed  in  this  de- 
claration, as  ne  had  formerly  been  employed  in 
the  defence  of  it;  and  if  gentlemen  meant  that 
though  foreign  nations  attempt  to  invade  our  ler- 
ntory,  and  to  reduce  us  again  to  the  colonies  of  a 
CDreigD  Power,  ihey  would  not  repel  theuL  he 
could  not  join  cbem  in  opinion.  And  though  he 
■hould  vote  for  the  resolijfioD  as  moved  to  be 
amended,  he  should  feel  himself  at  perfect  liberty 
to  defend  bis  country  in  ease  of  attack.  He  wan- 
dered ihe  gentleman  from  Virginia  sliould  object 
to  vote  for  the  resolution,  because  it  was  oeueral. 
u  it  incliuled  the  French  Republic  as  wdl  as  all 
other  nations. 

Mr.  RuTLBDOE  trasted  the  sentiments  which 
the  gentleman  irom  New  York  had  expressed 
would  govern  the  comiuiitee;  and  [hat  all  were 
ready  to  say,  that  though  vre  value  the  blessings 
of  peace,  yet  we  are  ready  to  resist  insult  and  in- 
jury from  whatever  quarter  ibey  cocae.  He  hoped 
this  would  be  the  conduct  of  this  country  ;  and 
Botwilhsianding  much  had  been  beard  about  Bri- 
tiih  parties  aad  French  parties,  that  all  would 
unite  in  this  determiuation.  This  being  hisopin- 
iOD,  be  should  vole  for  the  amendoieot ;  and  he 
hoped  genilemen  would  be  satisfied  with  this  de- 
cUration,  and  that  no  more  would  be  beard  of  a 
party  in  the  House  in  favor  of  war.  Though  he 
meant  to  vote  fur  the  resolution  he  thought  il  ao- 
necesMry  ;  but  in  these  days  of  jealousy  and  sus- 
picion, ii  he  were  not  to  vote  for  it,  he  should  ex- 
pect to  be  told  he  was  in  favor  of  war. 

Qedtlemen  asked  whether  war  is  not  approach- 
ing 1  And  whether  the  Executive  is  not  hasten- 
ing it?  To  the  lattca:  question  he  would  answer 
in  the  negative;  with  respect  to  the  other,  he 
,  conld  not  answer,  as  it  depended  on  France, 
and  so  versatile  and  uncertain  is  everything  in 
that  country,  that  no  dependence  can  be  had 
upon  it.  Mr.  R.  said,  at  the  last  session,  when 
we  had  no  intercourse  with  France,  he  thoughi 
it  Dee«Mary  we  should  have  it:  that  iuier- 
coarse  had  proved  inefiectual ;  and  though  he 
sincerely  wished  for  peace,  yet  he  saw  some' 
thing  in  the  conduct  of  France  which  almost  pre- 
cluded the  hope. 

The  gentlemau  from  Virginia  had  said.  Chat 
this  country  hod  frequently  been  stated 
degraded  state.  He  did  not  recollect  to  have 
made  the  declaration,  but  this  was  his  opinion 
When  our  national  rights  had  beNi  violated 
when  our  commerce  had  been  depredated;  whei 
the  vessels  of  belligerent  Powers,  which  had 
sought  an  asylum  in  out  waters,  had  been  plr~ 


1  of  defence.    He  thought 
gates  ought  not  to  have  remained  at  the  wharves  . 
"  '  e  seacoasi,  on  which  is  mvch 


wealth,  shotild  not  be  unprotected;  he  thought 
our  seaports,  the  principal  depdts  of  oir  revenue, 
ought  to  have  been  fortified.  He  joined  his  friends 
in  their  attempts  to  have  carried  these  measures^ 
and,  when  they  failed,  he  could  not  help  thinking 
his  country  was  in  a  degraded  state,  and  chat  die 
had  lost  the  spirit  which  animaied  her  in  ihe  yeu 
1775.  He  hoped,  however,  that  now,  when  FranM 
had  gone  to  the  lengths  which  she  has  gone  to, 
that  there  would  have  been  only  one  seoUment  a* 
to  the  propriety  of  the  measures  formerly  proposed.- 
But  though  he  thought  the  nation  in  a  decraded 
■tale,  he  was  not  in  favor  of  war.  He  believed 
the  citizens  of  this  country  were  not  for  it.  He 
believed  the  Oovernment  was  averse  lo  war;  anA 
that  no  partof  it  was  more  eo  than  the  Executive, 
War  would  be  a  loss  to  this  country  ;  and  to  ■a» 
individual  more  than  the  Executive.  He  is  no 
warrior,  and,  consequently,  war  has  no  laurels  ift 
store  for  him. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  has  spoken  of 
war  as  having  someihing  dazzling  in  perspective; 
somethingwhich  flattered  pride  aod  ambition.  But 
did  the  gentleman  suppose  that  a  war  with  France 
could  be  flailering  to  pride  or  ambition  1  It  couU 
not;  it  would  bea  war  of  prudence  ;  we  must  shut 
ourselves  up,  and  act  on  the  defensive,  and  say, 
"when  reason  returns,  when  an  ebb  shall  take 
place  in  the  aflairs  of  France,  when  her  flow  (rf* 
victories  shall  be  over,  she  will  do  us  justice."  la 
the  meancime,  we  must  defend  ouiaelves.  ULt, 
B.  repeated,  that  he  did  not  believe  any  man  in 
thai  House  could  wish  for  war;  when  he  looked 
around  him  and  saw  gentlemen  whose  wotuuk 
are  yet  sore  from  former  service;  when  he  saw 
them  voting  for  measures  of  defence,  he  could  uol 
believe,  nor  could  any  believe,  that  they  wished 
to  plunge  the  country  in  war.  It  would  soonet 
be  believed  that  gentlemen  who  made  the  chargoi 
were  mistaken. 

Mr.  Sewall  was  opposed  to  the  proposition  aa 
it  now  stood,  and  hoped  it  would  be  amended. 
What  eSect  it  would  theo  have,  he  left  those  to 
judge  who  introduced  it.  Mr.  S.  said,  he  and 
those  who,  on  all  questions  of  defence,  had  vUed 
with  bim, had  been  endeavoring  for  some  time  10 
go  into  some  measures  of  that  kind  ;  and  to  deter- 
mine  whether  these  measures  should  be  confined  to 
our  own  limits  or  be  extended  to  the  ocean.  These 
measures  ought  now  to  be  decided  up<Hi,  as  ihig 
is  a  moment  in  which  our  commerce  is  depreda- 
ted upon  in  a  most  unprecedented  manner.  We 
are  now,  said  be,  called uoon  to  consider  the  hax- 
ards  of  our  situation.  [Mr.  S.  then  quoted  a  put 
of  the  President's  Message,  as  Co  the  situation  of 
our  a&irs  in  France,  and  as  to  the  decree  whictl 
was  proposed  respecting  the  taking  of  English 
goods  on  board  of  neutral  vessels,  and  the  carrv- 
ing  of  which  was  declared  to  make  neutral  vessels 
good  jKizes.j  This  last  regulation,  Mr.  S.  sBidj 
was  a  direct  violation  of  the  law  of  nations,  and 
amounted  to  a  dectaiation  of  war  on  the  part  of 
France  against  this  country.  But.  instead  of 
making  any  defence,  gentlemen  call  upon  the 
committee  to  declare  we  are  not  disposed  to  te- 
sort  to  war  against  the  French  Republic;  so  thai, 
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to  complain,  but  make  a  declnratioo  tbat  we  will 
not  go  to  war.  Was,  then,  he  asked,  a  question 
of  war  a  card  of  politeness  1  Did  a  nation  ever 
'  '  ration  thai  it  wasnotalwar?  Ilcould 
cepi  it  were  la  so  degraded  a  state 
.  nghis  capable  of  injury.  To  say  we 
r  was  to  say  no  more  than  it  is  light 
.  shines ;  but  to  call  upon  the  com- 
mittee 10  say  so  at  this  lime,  was  to  degrade  the 
nation  from  iis  independence,  and  below  its  char- 
acter. The  present  state  of  things,  Mr.  8.  said, 
ought  to  be  considered  as  a  state  of  war,  not  de- 
clared by  us,  butagaiost  us,  by  the  French  Repub- 
lic ;  BQd  if  we  want  spirit  to  defend  ourseWes,  let 
ua  not  say  so.  We  may  refrain  fromactine,  but  let 
ns  not  say  we  receive  injuries  with  thankfulness. 
But  this  proposition  goes  still  further.  In  a  mo- 
ment of  public  danger,  it  goes  to  divide  and  sep- 
arate this  House  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia 
explained  this  resolution,  when  he  said  it  was 
intended  to  interrupt  the  views  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States.  That  gentleman  considered 
the  Message  of  the  President  as  a  declaration  of 
war,  and  this  resolutiou  was  to  be  in  contradic- 
tion to  It.  If  this  was  the  sense  in  which  it  was 
to  be  understood,  it  was  false  in  point  of  fact ;  for 
'  the  President  had  neither  declared  war  nor  called 
upon  Coneress  to  declare  war ;  no  such  sentiment  ' 
could  be  found  in  the  Message.  To  agree  to  the  ' 
proposition  as  it  stands,  would  be  to  give  counte- 
nance to  the  assertion  of  the  French  Ooyernroent, 
that  we  are  apeople  dirided  from  onr  Government ; 
but,  taking  it  with  the  amendment,  he  looked  upon 
it  as  a  harmless  thing.  Mr.  S.  concluded,  by  say- 
ing, that  he  considered  the  conduct  of  France  in 
the  light  of  war.  How  far  we  would  resent  it, 
was  the  question;  whether  offensively  or  defen- 
■ively.  He  was  in  favor  of  defensive  measures, 
as  we  are  not  equal  to  offensive  measures,  (he 
wished  to  God  we  were.)  It  was  our  weakness, 
and  the  division  which  had  appeared  in  our  coun- 
cils, that  had  invited  these  attacks.  He  trusted 
tliey  should  now  unite  and  repel  (hem. 

Mr.  Gallatin  said,  before  the  speech  of  the 
t^tleman  who  had  just  sat  down,  he  could  not 
discover  what  was  the  meaning  of  the  amend- 
ment, (o  strike  out  the  words  "against  the  French 
Republic,"  as,  when  the  House  were  io  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  for 
considering  the  late  Message  of  the  President,  the 
resolution  was  perfectly  consonant.  Besides,  we 
have  no  danger  to  apprehend  from  any  other 
Power,  since  oar  dispute  is  settled  with  Spain. 
The  intention  of  the  Bmendment  was  evidently 
to  render  the  resoiuiion  as  unmeaning  as  possible. 
Every  gentleman  who  had  spoken  on  this  sub- 
ject, had  agreed  that  war  is  not  a  desirable  object 
for  the  United  Stales.  He  gave  them  credit  for 
the  assertion.  Bui  this  was  not  the  qnestion ;  but 
whether  we  are  prepared  to  resort  to  war  under 
existing  circumstances.  It  is  a  question  of  fact. 
Mr.  G.  took  notice  of  the  different  modes  which 
had  been  attempted  to  defeat  the  resolution  ;  but, 


though  the  Tiresent  amendraent  were  agreed  to, 
he  should  still  vote  in  favor  of  the  resolution  ;  for 
it  would  be  effectual,  in  some  degree,  as  it  conid 
only  apply  to   the  French   nation,  though  it  waa 

Mr.G.  oelieved  the  United  States  had  arrived 
at  a  crisis  at  which  a  stand  ought  to  be  made,  in 
which  it  was  necessary  for  Congress  to  say  wheth- 
er they  will  resort  to  war,  or  preserve  peace.  He 
wasled  totbisconclusionfromareviewof  thecon* 
duct  of  France,  and  of  (he  late  message  of  the 
President. 

In  respect  to  France,  we  know,  that  some  time 
ago,  she  declared  our  treaty  with  her  to  be  at  an 
end  ;  though  not  in  words,  the  result  was  to  de- 
prive us  of  the  adiantages  derived  from  that 
treaty.  In  the  next  place,  she  dismissed  our  Min- 
ister Plenipotentiary.  Under  these  circumstances^ 
the  President  called  the  extraordinary  session  of 
Congress,  and  when  met  toother,  after  having 
related  tne  reasons  which  induced  this  call,  he 
concluded  with  saying,  "that  it  was  his  sineera 
'  desire  to  preserve  peace  and  friendship  with  all 
nations,  and  believing  that  neither  the  honor  nor 
the  interest  of  the  United  States  absoluiely  for- 
bade the  repetition  of  advances  for  securing  these 
desirable  objects,  he  should  not  fail  to  promote 
and  accelerate  an  accommodation,"  &c.  The 
President  accordingly  sent  Envoys  to  France,  and 
the  result  of  the  embassy  was  given  to  Congress 
in  the  last  Message,  which  was  now  under  consid- 
eration, in  which  he  says,  "the  object  of  the  mis- 
sion cannot  be  accomplished  on  terms  compatible 
with  the  safety,  honor,  or  the  essential  interests 
of  the  nation."  The  people  of  the  United  States 
are  therefore  informed,  that  negotiations  are  at 
an  end,  and  that  we  cannot  obtain  redress  for 
wrougs,  but  may  expect  a  continuation  of  cap- 
tures, in  consequence  of  the  decree  which  it  waa 
supposed  waa  passed,  for  seizing  all  neutral  vea* 
sets  with  British  property,  manufactures,  or  pro- 
duce on  board.  Mr,  G.  said  he  differed  in  opin- 
ion from  the  gentleman  last  up,  that  this  was  a 
declaration  of  war.  He  allowed  it  would  be  jus- 
tifiable ground  of  war  for  this  country,  and  that, 
on  this  account,  it  was  necessary  to  agree  to,  or 
reject  the  present  proposition,  in  order  to  deter- 
mine the  ground  intended  to  be  taken.  For, 
though  there  may  be  justifiable  cause  for  war,  it 
it  is  not  our  interest  lu  go  to  war,  the  resolution 
will  be  agreed  to. 

There  was  another  reason  why  this  resolution 
ought  to  be  now  decided,  which  arose  from  the 
conduct  of  our  Executive.  He  has  declared  that 
a  change  of  circumstances  has  taken  place  which 
has  occasioned  him  to  withdraw  his  order  forbid- 
ding merchant  vessels  to  arm  ;  which  amounts  to 
this,  that  he  now  permits  vessels  of  the  United 
Slates  In  use  means  of  defence  against  any  at- 
tack which  may  be  made  upon  them.  Mr.  O. 
thought  it  necessary,  therefore,  to  declare,  wheth- 
er we  were  to  pursue  measures  of  war  or  peace. 
Before  measures  are  taken  which  will  lead  to 
war,  the  House  ought  to  decide  whether  it  is 
their  intention  at  present  to  go  war. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  had  spoken  of 
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the  differeoce  beiweeo  offenBiTe  and  defeasire 
war.  This  related  to  the  motives,  more  than  to 
the  manaer,  of  ca-rijiag  on  war ;  because  when 
Tar  is  once  entered  into,  thoogb  it  niay  be  a.t  first 
defensive,  it  cannot  remain  so.  It  would  be  ridic- 1 
uloos,  for  ioslance,  to  say,  that  our  frigates  nhoDld  ' 
prevent  our  vessels  from  beio^  taken;  but  that: 
they  shonld  cot  take  French  privateers. 

But  it  was  said,  if  the  resolution  was  agreed  ; 
to,  it  would  coafirm  the  opinion  which  had  been  ' 
held  that  Congress  aod  the  Esecutive  were  di-  ^ 
Tided  in  opinion.  The  genileman  from  Massa- ! 
chnsetts  (Mr.  Sbwall)  told  the  House  that  the  : 
question  was  war  or  peace;  that  the  conduct  of 
France  was  a  declaration  of  war,  yet.  as  the  Pres- 
ident had  not  called  upon  Congress  to  go  to  war, 
they  ought  not  to  declare  that  it  is  not  expedient 
to  resort  to  war.  But  if  it  be  assumed  as  a  prin- 
ciple,  which  that  gentlenian  asserts,  that  the  con- 
duct of  ihe  French  is  a  declaratioa  of  war,  and 
the  PresideDt  has  told  us  we  are  in  war,  the  reso- 
lution could  not  be  improper.  Or  if  his  other 
principle  be  assumed,  that  tae  information  of  the 
Preaiaent  does  nut  amoant  to  war,  then  an  aaree- 
ment  to  the  resolution  would  show  that  Congress 
concurred  with  him  in  opinion,  that  it  is  not  jwop- 
er  at  present  to  resort  lo  war.  So  that  ID  both 
eases,  the  resolution  is  proper. 

Mr.  G.  said  be  was  precluded  by  the  amend- 
ment from  going  into  ihe  meritsof  the  resolution. 
His  arguments  went  to  show  the  propriety  of 
agreeing  to  it  in  one  way  or  other.  Nor  did  he 
mean  to  take  any  notice  of  what  had  been  said 
about  a  division  of  opinion  in  our  councils  having 
invited  the  insults  and  injuries  which  France  bad 
committed  against  this  country.  If  he  were  to 
do  this,  he  must  have  recourse  to  recrimination, 
which  be  did  not  wish.  He  wished  rather  to 
take  a  serious  view  of  our  present  situation,  and 
either  meet  it  by  war,  or  by  measures  which  shall 
avoid  war.  Oo  both  sides  are  difficulties ;  but  the 
difficulties  and  inconveniences  of  both  ought  to 
be  weighed,  and  the  least  taken;  and,  having  de- 
termioed,  measttres  onght  to  be  pursued  accord- 
ingly. He  did  not  wisli  to  adopt  the  resolution 
as  proposed  to  be  amended,  and  then  go  on  and 
act  directly  contrary  lo  it.  He  thought  it  best  to 
meet  the  resolution  at  once,  and  say  whether  we 
are  determined  on  war  or  peace.  If  we  go  to 
war,  we  must  expect  to  meet  all  the  expense  and 
evils  of  such  a  state ;  and  if  we  remain  at  peace, 
we  must,  in  a  certain  degree,  fuAntil.  He  meant 
to  say,  that  we  most  submit  to  have  a  number  of 
onr  vessels  taken.  But  whether  we  shall  have 
more  taken  in  adopting  one  course  than  the  other, 
he  lefl  to  gentlemen  to  determine.  He  thought 
the  BubmissioQ  he  had  mentioned,  very  different 
from  the  submission  which  had  been  sfKiken  of  by 
the  gentleman  from  South  Csrolina,  and  others. 

Mr.  G.  concluded,  by  observing,  that  the  con- 
duct of  France  must  tend  to  destroy  (hat  influ- 
ence which  gentlemen  had  so  often  complained 
of  as  existing  in  this  country.  Indeed,  ne  was 
convinced  that  at  the  commencement  of  her  rev- 
oluiion  there  was  a  great  enthusiasm  amongst  our 
citizens  in  favor  ofher  cause,  which  naturally 


arose  from  ibeir  having  been  engaged  in  a  simi- 
lar contest ;  but  he  believed  these  feelings  bad 
been  greatly  diminished  by  her  late  conduct  to- 
wards this  country.  He  thought,  therefore,  that 
whether  we  engaged  in  war,  or  remained  in  a 
state  of  peace,  much  need  not  be  apprehended 
from  the  influence  of  France  in  our  councils. 
The  busjuess  had  come  to  a  mere  matter  of  cal- 
culation, as  to  what  course  will  be  best  to  be  taken 
for  the  interest  and  hap}Hne&s  of  the  country.  If 
he  could  separate  defensive  from  offeosive  war  at 
sea.  be  should  be  in  favor  of  it ;  but  he  could  not 
make  the  distinction,  and  therefore  he  should  be 
in  favor  of  pursuing  measures  of  peace. 

Several  persons  rose,  but,  being  about  three 
o'clock,  a  motion  was  made  for  the  committee  to 
rise,  which  was  negatived — 16  to  44. 

Mr.  Daka  did  not  conceive  that  the  construc- 
tion of  language  given  by  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania,  was  to  he  taken  as  true,  without 
eiamlDation.  He  trusted  not.  The  gentleman 
stated  the  question  to  he  peace  or  war ;  he  could 
not  conceive  it  to  be  sucn.  It  was  unfortimale 
that,  in  this  imfKirtaat  crisis,  the  House  should  be 
engaged,  like  a  set  of  rhetoricians,  in  dispaiing 
the  meaning  of  words.  Indeed,  the  decision  on 
Ihe  presmt   motion,  he  ibooght    wholly  unim- 

Tbe  gentlemen  last  up  bad  said  there  was  do 

dif-— ■'■-  *"•  "■      ■  -  ■  '      ■ 


thought  the  distinction  c 
when  an  attack  is  made  up 
sive.  when  a  nation  has  recourse  to  vrar,  merely 
for  self  defeooe.  But  there  was  another  state  of 
things  which  could  not  have  the  name  of  war, 
which  was  to  have  recourse  to  measures  of  defence; 
to  be  prepared  in  cases  of  attack.  It  was  clear,  by 
the  law  of  nations,  that  to  prepare  for  defence, 
was  not  to  commit  hostility.  To  say  that  to  take 
measure  of  defence,  is  hostility,  was  a  new  defini- 
tion, and  it  was  the  mighty  discovery  of  the  gen* 
,  tlemen  from  Pennsylvania. 

Did  gentlemen  mean  that  if  we  should  make 
use  of  force  against  lawless  violence,  it  is  war?  If 
not,  what  did  all  that  had  been  said  amount  to? 
He  thought  the  proposition  perfectly  nugatory. 

But  the  gentleman  said,  that  his  friend  from 
Massachusetts  had  said,  that  France  had  already 
declared  war  against  lis,  and  that,  therefore,  we 
must  resort  to  war.  For  his  pan,  be  did  not  know 
what  gentlemen  meant  by  resorting  to  war.  If 
they  had  adopted  terms  which  had  any  Ival 
meaning,  he  could  have  understood  them,  but 
the  present  mirht  mean  everything,  or  nothing. 
If  it  meant  anyming,  it  meant  taking  active  mea- 
sures againstFrance  in  the  first  instance.  He  was 
not  only  ready  to  say  he  would  not  consent  to  do 
this  with  respect  (□  France,  but  with  respect  to 


other 


gentleman  from  Pendsylvania,  and  two 
gentlemen  fromVirginia,  had  said,  that  theMessage 
of  the  President  amounted  to  s  declaration  that 
we  were  now  in  war.  This  idea  he  thought  was 
stated  very  incorrectly.  They  did  not  seem  to 
have  understood  the  umaing  ot  the  language  ol 
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the  President.  The  state  of  thioga  which  exiiled 
ftt  the  time  orders  were  issued  to  preveni  the 
aiming  of  merchant  vessels  was  essentially  differ- 
ent from  ihe  presence  then  there  was  an  evident 
disposition  in  the  owners  of  the  vessels  to  cruise 
against  a  foreign  belligercDt  nation,  and  the  order 
was  issued  to  prevent  attack  and  plunder ;  but  the 
desire  to  aim  at  present  is  for  the  purpose  of  de- 
fence mecelv,  and  not  to  cruise  or  pfunder.  There 
is  a  law  foioiddiog  vessels  to  arm  for  the  purpose 
of  cruising ;  but  none  forbidding  mercbanls  to 
vm  in  their  own  defence.  This  was  the  fair 
cunstructton,  he  believed,  of  the  meaning  of  the 
President. 

Mr.  Otis  observed,  that  the  oppoiers  of  this 
amendment  could  assigu  no  better  leasoc  lor  de- 
elaringadesire  to  keep  peace  with  the  French  Re- 
public, to  the  exclusion  of  other  nations,  than 
their  own  construction  of  the  President's  last  Mes- 
sage, which  ihev  considered  as  directed  against 
that  Republic  only ;  but  the  House  having  reeved 
tUelf  into  a  Commitiee  of  the  Whole  on  tbe  state 
at  the  Union,  tbe  resolution  on  the  table  bad  no 
greater  relation  to  that  Message  than  to  any  for- 
mer Speech  oi  Message,  or  to  the  affairs  of  the 
Union  at  large.  If  it  was  intended  as  an  answer 
to  the  MesMige,  it  should  be  moved  in  that  form  ; 
but  unless  it  was  in  a  particular  manner  connect- 
ed  with  it,  tbe  public  could  not  connect  it  more 
naturall)'  with  this  Message.ihan  the  Speech  deliv- 
ered at  tbe  opening  of  the  session.  The  House 
had  been  heretofore  informed,  that  France  was 
not  the  only  country  with  which  a  rupture  was 
to  be  apprenended.  Spain  might  be. considered, 
tmiil  lately,  as  having  actually  invaded  oar  ter- 
ritory ;  and  though  the  presumption  at  present 
was,  that  tbe  causes  of  contention  with  that  cotm- 
tiy  were  removed,  yet  they  were  not  officially 
informed  of  that  fact,  and  without  such  informa- 
tion it  was  not  less  proper  to  express  their  desire 
of  maintaining  peace  with  Spain  than  with  other 
couniries.  Again.  genllemeD  had  often  intimat- 
ed that  a  war  with  France  would  involve  us  in 
a  war  with  the  nations  in  alliance  with  her.  It 
was  therefore  inexpedient  to  show  a  contempt  or 
indifference  for  them,  by  leaving  them  out  ol  our 

He  considered  the  Message  in  a  different  view 
from  many  gentlemen.  But  adroitling,  for  the 
sake  of  argument,  that  the  President  had  declared 
an  opinion  upon  tne  facts  stated  by  him,  that  war 
was  mevitable;  gentlemen  must  consider  tbe  fact 
to  be  true ;  if  they  doubted  it,  they  ought  to 
demand  iaformatioo.  How  would  this  resolution 
then  stand  1  In  reply  to  assurances  that  negotia- 
tion bad  failed ;  that  our  Commissioners  were  treat- 
ed with  neglect  and  contempt;  that  letters  of 
marque  and  reprisal  were  issued  against  our  ves- 
sels; and  that  the  most  hostile  appearances  were 
discernible  on  the  part  of  France ;  it  was  proposed 
to  declare,  that  with  them,  and  them  only,  it  was 
inexpedient  to  resort  to  war.  Such  a  proposal 
would  hardly  be  found  in  the  annals  of  the  most 
humble  and  degraded  nation. 

He  disapproved  of  the  resolution,  though  he 
■hould  vote  for  the  atnendment,  and  would  not,  on 


the  present  occasion,  follow  gentlemen  who  bad 

e>ne  at  large  into  tbe  merits  of  the  resolniioB. 
pon  the  extent  of  the  defensive  measures  pro- 
posed by  gentlemen,  his  feelings  inclined  him  to 
enlarge ;  but  thb  discussion  would  be  more  per- 
tinent upon  some  other  question.  He  would  mer»- 
ly  bint,  that  actual  invasion  might  not  be  the 
worst  calamity  to  this  country.  He  could  con- 
ceive of  a  partial  invasion  of  our  territory  that 
would  be  much  less  injurious,  and  attended  with 
much  less  loss  than  the  total  rain  of  our  commerce. 

The  call  for  the  committee  to  rise  being  tepeeted, 

Mr.  N.  Smith  hoped  gentlemen  would  i»  sat- 
isfied to  take  the  question,  which  be  thought  very 
unimportant.  The  time  consumed  in  discussing 
it  was,  however,  important,  as  other  concerns  called 
for  attention.  He  knew  there  were  gentlemen 
who  chose  rather  to  address  the  people  of  the 
United  States  than  to  legislate.  He  thought  it 
belter  to  legislate,  than  to  preach  to  tbe  people. 
He  looked  upon  the  present  resolution  as  a  text 
from  which  it  was  intended  to  alarm  ibe  people 
with  respect  to  war.  and  he  wished  not  to  indulge 
gentlemen  in  their  design.  He  wished  the  ques- 
tion to  be  taken  for  another  reason.  It  was  sug- 
gested by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  that  the 
Message  of  the  President  was  considered  by  the 
people  as  a  declaration  of  war,  and  that  reports 
were  in  circulation,  that  a  treaty,  offensive  and  de- 
fensive, was  coueluded  with  Great  Britain.  After 
thi^  be  would  call  the  attention  of  the  committee 
to  the  resolution,  which  was,  in  effect,  to  »y,  we 
must  interfere,  or  war  will  be  brought  upon  the 
country.  Did  not  this  go  lo  sanction  a  report 
which  was  as  false  and  malignant  is  eien  jaco- 
binism could  inventi  It  did ;  and  he  hoped,  they 
would  not  so  far  sanction  the  report,  as  to  let  the 
motion  lie  before  them  uudeeided. 

Mr.  Dayton  hoped  the  committee  would  rise. 
The  f^tleman  last  up  began  with  saying  the  pro- 
position was  of  no  importance ;  but,  before  he  sat 
down  showed  that  he  thought  differently.  Mr.  D. 
thousni  it  was  of  importance  that  the  committee 
should  come  lo  a  right  decieion  upon  it,  and  say 
whether  i  t  ought  to  he  agreed  to  in  general  terms, 
or  rejected. 

'*'     N.  Smith  explained. 
J.  Williams  th 
and  hoped  a  decision  it ... 

Mr.  GiLEB  said,  the  question  was  a  question  of 
peace  or  war,  and  yet  gentlemen  call  it  trifling. 
Ha  did  not  mean  to  alarm  the  people  of  Ihe  United 
States,  hut  be  wished  them  to  understand  their 
situation.  He  acknowledged  he  washimself  much 
alarmed.  Gknilemen  were  willing  to  engage  in 
defensive,  but  not  in  offensive  war )  but  when  wac 
was  once  begun  it  would  not  be  in  the  power  of 
the  United  States  to  keep  it  within  tbe  characlei 
of  defensive  war.  Indeed  the  sentlemen  from 
Maasachuselti,  when  be  spoke  of  defensive  war, 
confessed  our  inability  for  offensive  war,  and  ut- 
tered a  prayer  to  the  Supreme  Being  that  we  were 
able  to  engage  offensively ;  and  where,  be  asked, 
with  such  sentiments,  is  tbe  diflerence  between 
offensive  and  defensive  war  1  He  could  see  none ; 
he  deprecated  war  of  every  kind. 
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Mr.  J.  'WjLLiA.ita  hoped  the  questioo  would  be 
taken.  As  be  befure  stateiL  he  thought  it  trifliog, 
Rod  the  debate  upou  it  ooiy  calculated  to  alarm 
the  people,  which  seemed  lo  be  the  object  of  gen- 
tlemen.  if  the  Question  was  qoi  uken  before  they 
adjouroed,  much  debate  would  be  bad,  and  much 
lime  spect  to  very  lillle  purpose.  He  thought  it 
rery  eslraordiitary,  as  do  one  was  found  to  oring 
forward  a  lesoluliou  to  declare  war,  that  a  gentle- 
man would  introduce  a  resolution  of  its  bein^ 
inexpedieut  so  to  do.  He  was  persuaded  thai  this 
negative  mode  of  proceeding  was  calculated  to 
draw  on  a  debate,  to  set  the  people  against  the 
Eieculive.  Time,  he  said,  was  precious ;  ihey  bad 
sat  near  five  months  and  done  but  little,  much 
remained  to  be  done,  and  as  all  had  declared  their 
aversion  to  a  war,  the  people  should  be  undeceived. 
He  bad  himself  seen  gentlemen  write  upon  the 
late  Message  of  the  President,  for  the  purpose  of 
sending  to  their  constituents,  "A  war  meMoge 
agaxTitt  Frattct." 

Mr.  ^fAC0M  wished  the  gentleman  would  name 
who  had  ibus  written. 

A  call  of  order  took  place:  and  a  motion  was 
made  fur  the  committee  to  rise,  and  carried. 


Wbonesdav,  March  28. 

Mr.  McDowell  said,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to 
authorize  the  President  of  the  United  States  lo  pur- 
chase one  or  more  foundries  had  been  referred  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  might  be  expected 
shortly  Id  come  under  consid  era  lion.  As  he  bad 
not  sufficient  information  on  this  eubj^t  to  enable 
bim  to  vote  understandingly  upon  the  bill,  he 
wished  to  call  upon  the  proper  officer  for  an  ac- 
count of  cannon  purchas^  since  the  year  1794,  in 
order  to  ascertain  the  necessity  or  propriety  of  pass- 
ioK  the  proposed  law.  He  thereioie  proposed  the 
following  resolution  to  the  House ; 

"Setohed,  That  the  Prendcot  of  the  United  Stttca 
b*  reqoeated  to  cum  the  propei  officer  to  1^  befbc«  tfaii 
Bmik  the  nnmbei  ofcuiDoa  which  may  have  bem  par- 
"hair  I  lot  the  use  of  the  fngatee,  the  raTenue  cntttn, 
•Dd  brtificatioii4  ainoe  the  fir>t  of  Januuy,  1TB4,  with 
the  mt  aS  the  cuinon ;  ind  Mating  what  pn^nion  of 
tbem  were  cut  within  the  United  SttUa,  at  nhat  foun- 
dike,  and  an  iccount  of  the  prices  paid  for  eich  dw." 

This  resolution  was  agreed  lo,  and  Messrs. 
McDowBLb  and  W.  C.  Ci.aibobre  appwinted  a 
committee  to  wait  upon  the  President  therewith. 

Mr.  Gallatin  observed,  that  when  the  appro- 
priatioDs  for  ibe  military  dBpartment  were  yester- 
day under  consideration,  several  aums  were  \ett 
blank,  for  the  want  of  information.  He  proposed 
resolutions  to  the  following  effect,  in  order  to  ob- 
tain that  information,  which  were  agreed  to: 

"  Saohtd,  Thrt  the  BecTBtary  of  W»r  h«  ditvctid  to 
la;  iMfore  this  Hoose  s  itHtement,  in  detail,  of  theeipm- 
ditare  of  Ute  money  appropHaled  for  (he  sobortence  of 
die  Army,  for  the  Quartermaater'a  and  Indian  dcpatt- 
nenti,  bounlie*,  defennre  protMiion  of  the  fronticn^  uid 
of  all  mntingent  eipenaa  in  iIm  War  DepaKment  in  the 
year  IT9T,  from  whence  remit  the  defldandei  by  him 
staled  b  Us  eatimate,  amoantilig  to  the  several  snms  oS 
9114,166  and  9eO,000;  and  that  he  include  in  die  SHW 


an  eatimate  of  the  ntimber  of  rstiana  tHUed 

during  that  year  lo  the  Indiani  at  (he  aeveral  poata,  dec 

"  Alao,  an  CBtiraale  of  the  probable  appropriation  ne- 

cefssry  for  Ibe  QuBrtemuiater'i  department  for  the  pre- 

' '  Also,  a  itatement  of  the  several  existing  contract* 
made  for  the  subsistence  of  the  Army." 

KBLATIONS  WITH  FEANCE. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Wbole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
when  the  ameadmenl  to  the  first  of  Mr.  Spiiao's 
propoutioDs,  as  to  the  inexpediency,  under  exist* 
ing  circuntalaDces,  of  resorlmg  to  war  against  iho 
French  Republic,  beineunderconsideration;  which 
amendment  is  (o  strike  out  the  words,  "  French 
Eepublic," 

Mr.  PiHCCNEY  roee  and  said,  be  was  in  favor  of 
the  amendment^  because  it  tended  to  make  what 
he  thought  an  improper  proposition,  in  some  de- 
gree,  nugatory  ;  for  he  believed  to  agree  to  the  re- 
solution  without  it,  would  be  prejudicial  to  the 
interest  and  weifaie  of  the  country,  as  he  did  not 
think  the  period  had  arrived  which  called  for  a 
deciaioD  on  measures  of  war  or  peace.  If  such  a 
declaration  had  been  necessary,  he  should  hsvs 
expected  it  to  come  from  gentlemen  in  favor  of  a 
war,  declaring,  that  it  is  expedient  to  go  to  war,  as 
it  was  a  very  uncommon  thing  to  declare  we  wilt 
not  do  a  thing.  His  strangest  reason  against  com- 
ing to  this  resolution,  however,  was,  tnat  at  thia 
period  the  House  had  not  sufficient  informatiDIl 
concerning  the  whole  of  this  business,  to  enable 
them  to  form  a  correct  judgment  upon  it.  The 
President  told  the  House,  indeed,  (hat  he  hadlitda 
hope  of  a  favorable  termination  of  the  negotia- 
tion, but  they  knew  nothing  of  the  train  of  the 
negotiation,  or  of  the  circumstances  attending  iL 
They  knew  that  our  Commissioners  had  not  been 
received ;  but  they  had  not  sufficient  information 
as  to  the  manner  in  which  they  bad  been  treated, 
to  citable  them  to  come  to  the  decision  proposed. 

The  gentleman  who  proposed  the  resolution, 
said  it  was  time  to  come  forward  and  declare 
whether  we  will  have  peace  or  war.  Would  to 
Qod,  said  Mr.  P..  it  was  in  ourpower,  byany  such 
declaration,  to  avert  war,  or  nminmin  peace  ;  but 
be  believed  this  did  not  depend  upon  any  declara- 
tion of  ours.  Id  questions  of  war  there  were  al- 
ways two  parties,  one  of  whom  was  generally  the 
aggressor,  and  the  other  generally  passive.  In  tha 
present  case,  he  considered  this  country  as  the 
passive  party,  and.  therefore,  any  declaration  on 
our  part  would  have  little  effect  We  know  that 
individuals  or  nations  induced  to  pursue  meas ores 
from  interest  or  passion,  are  not  easily  diverted 
from  their  purpose.  If  the  French  are  actuated 
by  either  of  these  motives,  no  declaratiiHi  of  ours 
will  prevent  the  calamity.  Such  a  proposition 
would  rather  accelerate  than  prevent  the  evil.  If 
oar  declarations  could  have  availed,  Ihey  havenol 


tioits  have  been  ntade  deprecating  war  in  general 
terms,  but  particularlv  with  that  nation.  A  Min- 
ister Plenipotentiary  nad  been  sent  to  explain  Ike 
views  of  tois  QoTemmeat,  and  to  remove  any 
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jealousies  which  might  exist,  and  lo  make  such 
specific  propositions  as  were  thought  necessary  j 
but  our  Mimster  was  rejected  without  a  hearing. 
The  Dext  measure  was,  to  send  special  Commis- 
sioners, in  order  to  settle  our  differences  and  arerl 
the  calamity  of  war.  We  have,  tlierefore,  made 
sufficient  declarations  of  our  pacific  intentions. 
Indeed,  he  thought  too  much  had  been  rested  on 
these  declarations,  as  nothiD?  had  been  done  for 
OQT  defence.  Wlien  we  looked  at  our  seaports, 
and  saw  their  delenceless  condition,  he  thought  it 
erideot  sufficient  aiteDtioii  had  not  been  paid  to 
them,  knowing  that  war  might,  at  least,  be  a  pos- 
sible ereni. 

Bnt  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Gilbs) 
■ays  the  affairs  of  the  country  are  eitreraety 
changed,  and  that  this  is  the  lime  for  making  a 
Btand,  and  this  opinion  he  draws  from  the  Presi- 
dent's Meuege.  He  thought  it  was  well  obserred 
yesterday  by  the  gentlemnn  from  Connecticut 
(Mr.  Dana)  that  the  change  which  the  President 
spoke  of  might  relate  to  the  change  of  disposition 
in  the  persons  owning  merchant  vessels  as  to  their 
views  in  arming  them.  Mr,  P.  thought  there 
was  another  reason  why  the  declaration  did  not 
go  the  length  which  had  been  stated.  In  the 
courae  of  a  war  the  conduct  of  a  belligerent 
Power  to  neutral  nations  is  apt  to  change.  At  the 
beginning  of  a  war,  neutral  trade  is  not  so  much 

Keyed  upon  as  it  afterwards  comes  to  be.  In  the 
ginning  of  the  present  war,  we  saw  no  declara- 
tion from  Denmark  and  Sweden  as  tolbe  course 
they  intended  to  take  with  respect  to  their  neutral 
trade;  but  when  spoliations  were  committed  upon 
it,  the  Qorernraents  of  those  countries  came  for- 
ward and  said  :  "  Afloiis  are  now  changed,  we 
think  it  necessary  to  convoy  our  vessels,  and  to 

Sive  ihetn  the  protection  to  which  they  are  enli- 
ed  by  treaty."  This  conduct  was  never  look- 
ed upon  as  a  cause  of  war ;  on  the  contrary, 
those  countries  remain  at  peace,  and  are  likely  to 
remain  so.  Therefore  a  cnange  in  defensive  mea- 
sures did  not  bring  the  matter  to  the  point  which 
die  K^tleman  from  Virginia  supposed. 

Tnis  resolution  differed  exceedingly  from  any- 
thing which  took  place  when  we  had  a  misunder- 
standing with  England  in  1794.  At  that  time 
when  England  issued  her  extraordinary  Order  of 
the  4th  ofNovember,  and  our  commerce  was  dep- 
redated upon,  measures  were  spoken  of  for  coun- 
tervailing the  injuries  which  our  citizens  experi- 
enced, but  no  proposition  like  the  present  was  pro- 
duced. We  are  now  aggrieved  and  injured  in  a 
most  extraordinary  manner,  but  we  say  we  will 
not  eo  to  war.  On  a  former  occasion  he  had 
heard  i>f  a  variety  of  restrictive  regulations,  pro- 
posed with  a  view  of  restraining  the  injuries  com- 
mitted upon  us,  and  to  bring  Great  Britain  to  rea- 
son ;  and  he  did  expect  something  similar  would 
have  been  proposed  on  the  present  occasion,  but 
nothing  of  the  kind  had  appeared.  It  was  true  we 
had  not  so  great  hold  of  the  French  nation  as  of 
the  British,  in  this  respect,  but  we  bad  some ;  and 
he  believed  measures  might  be  taken  which  would 
induce  the  nation  to  hear  reason,  But,  instead  of 
this,  it  was  proposed  that  we  should  say,  we  have 


been  injured  and  aggrieved ;  but  we  will  not  op- 
pose you,  we  will  not  go  to  war  with  you. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Nicholas) 
seemed  to  rest  the  greater  part  of  his  arguments 
upon  the  power  of  the  House  to  make  war,  or  to 
declare  peace.  Mr.  P.  agreed  that  this  was  Legis- 
lative power,  and  not  Executive,  and  he  was  for 
this  House  exercising  that  power ;  but,  as  he  had 
airedy  stated,  they  had  not  at  present  sufficient  in- 
formation on  that  subject  But  that  senileraan 
seemed  to  charge  the  Executive  with  all  the  evils 
of  our  present  situation.  Upon  this  subject  he  con- 
curred in  opinion  with  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania (Mr.  Qallatin)  that  it  was  unnecessary 
to  inquire  from   whence  our    present    situation 

create  heat,  and  keep  up  that  idea  of  division 
which  had  been  industriously  spread,  and  at  a 
time  when  the  Legislature  ought  to  do  all  in  its 

Siwer  to  extinguish  it.  [Mr.  Nicholas  explained, 
e  had  said  he  would  not  go  into  an  inquiry  as  lo 
the  conduct  of  this  Governmenl  with  respect  to 
France ;  but  if  toy  measures  of  ours  had  produced 
thebreach,  Ihey  must  be  those  of  the  Executive, 
because  the  L^islature  has  had  nothing  to  do  with 
them.  He  would  assure  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  he  should  not  take  the  lead  in  any 
such  inquiry,  but  keep  out  of  view,  as  much  aa 

Kssible,  past  transactions,]  Mr.  P.  was  glad  to 
ar  this  explanation.  He  himself  believed  the 
measures  of  the  Executive  had  been  calculated  to 
promote  peace;  but  it  was  not  necessary  to  go  into 
that  subject. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Oal- 
LATin)  Dad  gone  further  than  perhaps  the  resolu- 
tion on  the  table  would  warrant.  He  says,  the 
adoption  of  this  resolution  will  go  to  prevent  the 
taking  of  any  measures  which  may,  in  their  ten- 
dency, lead  to  war.  If  gentlemen  meant  by  this, 
that  It  was  to  prevent  any  measures  being  taken 
for  the  protection  of  our  commerce,  the  adoption. 
of  the  resolution  would  not  only  declare  that  we 
will  not  go  to  war,  but  that  we  will  not  take  any 
measures  for  the  defence  of  our  properly.  It  ap- 
peared to  him  that  that  gentleman  had  himsdf 
given  the  best  reasons  for  modifying  this  resolu- 
tion, so  as  to  make  it  as  little  mischievous  as  pos- 
sible. For  he  had  told  the  committee  that  France 
had  set  at  naught  her  treaty  with  us ;  but  thuugh 
they  have  done  this,  said  Mr.  P.,  they  have  endea- 
vored to  justify  their  depredations,  by  insisting 
that,  according  to  that  treaty,  ilwas  necessary  for 
vessels  to  carry  ■  role  tPequvpage.  Mr.  P.  added, 
there  was  another  Order  of  the  French  Qovern- 
it  which  was  so  contrary  to  right,  so  cruel  in 
consequences,  so  degrading  lo  this  country, 
so  inhuman  in  its  tendency,  that  he  could 
avoid  noticing  It.  It  was  the  decree  which 
declares  that  every  American  citizen  found  tm 
board  the  privateer  of  an  enemy,  shall  be  consid- 
ered and  treated  as  a  pirate.  Tney  pretended  to 
found  this  Order  on  our  treaty  with  Great  Britain; 
but  he  wished  gentlemen  who  thought  it  justifia- 
ble, to  turn  to  that  treaty,  and  see  whether  there 
was  anything  there  which  countenanced  so  violent 
a  mewnie.    But  this  is  not  all,  the  gentlcmaa 
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from  PeDnsylvamaHllonred  that  a  decree  had  late- 
ly been  passed  which  violaiea  all  ihe  laws  of  neu- 
tral nations,  viz:  that  if  [he  property^.  ntanafac- 
tures,  or  produce,  of  an  enemy  be  found  on  board 
a  neutral  vessel,  it  shall  be  good  prize.  Our  Min- 
isters, also,  who  were  eomrnisstoned  to  <;oDCkliat& 
and  eren  to  make  concessions,  though  ibey  had 
been  in  Paris  three  months,  cap  io  hand,  had  not 
been  able  to  gel  a  hearing.  Under  all  these  griev- 
ances, what,  said  he,  are  we  called  upon  to  do  1  He 
should  Dot  have  been  surprised  if  some  one,  fired 
irith  the  injuries  we  have  receired,  had  brought 
f^vward  a  proposition  for  war.  But,  instead  of 
this,  smartinc  as  we  are  under  injuries,  our  com- 
merce bleeding  at. every  pore,  and  our  country 
deepiv  humiliated,  we  are  called  upon  to  say: 
To u  nave  done  everything  to  ioiure,  insult,  and 
degrade  us,  but  we  have  deserved  it ;  we  will  do 
nothing  Io  oppose  you.  Though  God  and  nature 
ha*e  given  us  power  we  will  not  go  to  war  with 
you,  neither  oo  the  present  occaMon,  nor  on  any 
Other,  whatever  injury  you  may  commit  upon  us. 

Was  there  anything  in  our  sitnatioo,  which 
called  for  this  declaration  7  He  thought  not.  The 
gentleman  (Mr,  Gilbs)  says  he  would  not  go  to 
war,  except  in  case  of  invasion.  He  apprehended 
this  neither  a  wise  nor  a  safe  policy.  He  believed 
it  was  necessary  the  calamities  of  war  most  be 
resorted  to.  If  injury  u^od  injury  is  heaped  upon 
us,  we  shall  be  brought  into  a  situation  in  which 
it  will  he  necessary  to  annoy  our  enemy.  He  did 
not  say  that  point  was  yet  come ;  but  it  will  be 
necessary,  prudent,  and  wise,  to  take  measures  to 
prevent  the  enemy  coming  to  our  door.  Because, 
if  prepared,  we  should,  as  on  a  former  occasion, 
be  enabled  to  intercept  any  troops  which  may  be 
sent  against  us.  But  he  regretted  Io  see  so  differ- 
enl  a  spirit  animating  our  citizens  now,  from  that 
which  animated  ihem  in  our  Revolutionary  strug- 
gle. We  did  not  then  prevent  our  vessels  from 
arming  in  self-defeoce.  Though  we  then  depre 
caled  war,  we  made  preparations  to  meet  it,  if  it 
^ould  be  necessary.  Though  the  extent  of  the 
injury  was  not  then  so  great  as  at  present ;  when 
all  the  usurpation  attempted  upon  us,  was  a  regu- 
lation of  taxaliou — a  two-penny  duty  upon  tea — 
yet  it  caused  a  ferment  and  spirit  which  waseSec- 
tual  at  that  time,  and  which  spirit,  he  trusted,  was 
not  now  extinguished.  Indeed,  he  was  convinced, 
that  if  gentlemen  in  favor  of  the  proposition  conld 
see  our  situation  in  the  same  light  in  which  he 
and  others  saw  it,  they  would  be  in  favor  of  as 
strong  measures  as  anv  of  them.  The  country 
from  whence  these  geollemeugenerally  come,  had 
shown  Its  determined  opposition  to  oppressioD 
from  whatever  quarter  it  came.  He  wished,  there- 
fore, they  could  see  the  oppressions  of  the  Giovern- 
ment  whose  conduct  he  had  been  reviewing,  in  the 
same  ligbt  which  he  did. 

However  humiliating  our  conduct  might  be,  he 
repeated,  it  would  have  no  efiect  upon  that  nation . 
He  did  not  wish  to  animadvert  upon  the  conduct 
of  any  country  ;  but  there  was  one  instance  of  the 
treatment  which  the  French  Republic  has  exhib- 
ited to  an  independent  State,  which  he  could  not 
help  noticing.    It  was  in  respect  to  Venice,  which 


would  show,  that  oo  humiliatlaa,  no  concession, 
would  avert  the  calamity  which  threatens  us,  if 
the  rulers  of  the  country  are  determined  upon 
war.  If  he  was  not  misinfonned,  the  circumstan- 
ces of  the  case  were  as  follow :  The  Venetians 
were  at  peace,  and  endeavoring  to  pursue  a  lino 
of  neutraliiy.  A  tumult  arose  in  one  of  their 
towns,  and  the  populace  did,  in  a  barbarous  and 
mo:>t  unjustiSable  manner,  massacre  a  number  of 
French  soldiers.  This  was  an  injury  which  call- 
ed for  and  deserved  atonement.  A  retaliation  took 
place  fuUy  commensurate  with  the  crime.  The 
Venetians  made  every  concession  in  their  power. 
But  the  French  commander  was  not  satisfied,  he 
took  vengeance  upon  them  by  overturning  iheir 
Government — a  Government  which  had  stood  the 
test  of  five  hundred  years.  He  should  have  sujk 
posed  that  the  French  would  now  have  been  satis- 
fied ;  but  the  matter  did  not  stop  here.  The  Gov- 
ernment being  overturned,  the  people  were  prom- 
ised a  free  Gioveinment,  and  an  auelioraiiOD  of 
their  condition.  They  were  proceeding  in  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  Government ;  but,  when  the  trea- 
ty came  to  be  made  between  the  French  Republic 
and  the  Emperor,  he  supposed  it  was  ihoughl  to 
be  for  the  interest  of  that  Republic  to  sacrifice  a 
part  of  this  territory,  and  to  give  it  up  to  the  Em- 
peror, to  take  a  part  to  themselves,  and  to  annex 
another  part  to  the  Cisalpine  Republic.  This  waa 
done;  and  he  believed  the  very  part  which  had 
committed  the  ofience  against  the  French  Govern- 
mfent,  had  been  rewarded  by  being  joined  to  «  &ea 
Government. 

This  division  of  the  Venetian  territory  wm  not 
the  work  of  a  youog  officer,  elated  by  victory  and 
raged  by  the  treatment  whicn  his 
■  The  French  Directory  had 
'  '    '    pplauded 

the  moat 

unqualified  terms,  particularly  as  to  Venice  and 
Genoa.  He  would  not  lake  up  the  time  of  th« 
committee  by  citing  the  conduct  of  the  French  to- 
wards the  latter  Republic.  The  case  of  Venice 
was  sufficient  to  show  how  little  was  to  be  ex- 
pected from  a  humiliating  conduct. 

Mr.  P.  hoped  he  had  shown  sufficient  reason 
why  this  resolutiou  ought  not  to  be  aereed  to,  at 
least  in  its  original  form.  He  hoped  they  should 
go  on  making  defence  in  the  way  proposed  by  s 
second  resolution ;  and  agree  to  such  restiictioiMf 
with  respeei  to  the  arming  of  merchant  vessels,  as 
should  seem  proper. 

Mr.  Giles  thought  the  gentleman  who  had  just 
sat  down  had  been  less  correct  in  his  statements 
than  he  usually  was.  He  would  allude  particu- 
larly to  one  instance.  That  gentleman  says,  what- 
ever aggressions  and  insults  may  be  heaped  upon 
us,  the  supporters  of  the  resolution  will  not  go  to 
war.  The  proposition  held  a  directly  conlnury 
language,  it  says  :  "  That,  under  present  cir- 
cumstances, the  United  StBiesdeem  it  advisable  to 
remain  in  a  state  of  peace."  [Mr.  Pincengt  said 
the  reason  why  he  had  made  this  remark  was, 
that  yesterday  the  gentleman  himself  had  said,  he 
should  not  be  for  going  to  war,  unless  the  country 
was  invaded.    He,  therefore,  connected  the  reso 
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lotion  and  ihis  dMlaiBlioa  logethei.]  Mr.  O.  said, 
he  slill  repealed  the  same  ihine;  that  we  ought 
not  to  resort  m  war  beyond  the  limits  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  But  he  drew  a  contrary  inference 
from  this,  from  that  which  that  gentleman  had 
drawn,  because  he  had  accompanied  the  declara- 
tion with  another,  that  he  was  perfectly  ready  to 
preipare  to  that  extent  for  defence.  He  would  ex- 
plain the  grounds  of  this  opinion.  Within  onr 
own  limits  we  are  capable  of  making  sonielhing 
like  exertion,  and  there,  be  beliered,  exertions 
Blight  be  made  to  advantage.  Indeed,  one  of  the 
propositions,  which  is  connected  with  the  present, 
goes  to  this  purpose,  and  therefore  with  what  pro-  [ 
priety  could  the  gentleman  say,  be  and  those  who 
were  of  bis  opinion  were  not  for  preparing  for  de- 
fence till  the  enemy  is  at  the  doori  Nor  could 
be  see  anything  like  humiliation  in  thi».  Nay,  he 
was  convinced,  if  we  carried  our  preparations  for 
defence  beyond  our  own  limits,  instead  of  gaining 
glory  or  honor,  we  shall  meet  with  nothing  but 
disgrace,  as  we  are  not  prepared  to  make  a  defence 
at  sea.  Indeed,  the  moment  we  gel  beyond  oui 
jurtsdicijonal  line,  defence  will  become  offence, 
MCBUK  there  will  be  no  evidence  by  which  it  can 
be  ascertained  by  whom  the  attack  commenced. 
It  would,  therefore^  be  unwise  to  permit  ourselves 
tn  be  placed  in  this  situation.  If  any  object  was 
K>  be  effected  by  going  out  to  sea,  it  must  be  the 

Crotection  of  our  commerce  with  Great  Britain ; 
Ut  it  was  known  that  the  two  acts  of  the  British 
Parliament  which  took  place  in  January  last,  if 
peace  cootinues,  may  take  that  trade,  in  a  great 
measure  from  us.  He  did  not  think,  therefore, 
that  this  was  a  sufficient  object  for  which  to  incur 
90  much  risk. 

At  present,  said  Mr,  G.  there  is  a  pretty  general 
opinion  in  the  country  (and  he  thought  there  was 
much  ground  for  the  opinion)  that  there  is  a  dis- 
position  in  a  part  of  this  House,  and  in  part  of  the 
Oovemment.  for  war  ;  and  he  thought  it  was  pro- 
per to  come  to  a  declaration  upon  the  subject. 
This  would  not  only  have  a  good  effect  upon 


I  citizens,  but  it  would  convince  European 
Powers,  that  though  we  were  preparing  for  de- 
ftnce,  we  were  not  preparing  lor  war, 

Mr.  G.  s«id,  he  was  not  satisfied  with  the  con- 
struction which  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut 
(Mr.  Dah«)  had  given  to  that  part  of  the  Message 
which  speaks  of  our  situation  being  changed.  He 
did  not  believe  the  President  had  any  refereuce  to 
the  dispositions  of  the  people,  but  to  the  slate  of 
things  generally. 

The  apprehension  of  war  had  already  begun  to 
[ffodnce  disagreeable  effects  in  his  part  of  the 
country.  He  had  received  information  that  pro- 
dttee  had  fallen  in  price,  and  that  the  sale  was 
very  dull.  He  was  of  opinion,  therefore  that  the 
proposed  declaration,  if  agreed  to,  would  appease 
the  minds  of  the  people.  It  was  said  it  would 
have  no  good  effect  upon  the  Executive  Directo- 
ry. He  did  not  know  that  it  would.  But  it  could 
hare  no-bad  effect ;  and  it  might  have  a  good  on^ 
for  he  did  not  think  that  body  quite  so  abandoned 
a*  some  gentlemen  thought  them. 

The  gentleman  last  up  had  spoken  of  the  parti- 


tion of  Venice.  He  himself  saw  it  with  concern; 
but  where  was  the  difference  in  crime  between 
the  French  Republic  and  the  Emperor?  Each 
took  a  part.  But  what  was  all  this  to  the  United 
States?  Were  they  to  go  to  war  to  avenge  this 
partition?  We  heard  nothing  of  this  kind  some 
years  ago,  when  a  partition  ot  Poland  took  place. 
For  his  own  part,  he  wished  to  leave  the  Powers 
of  Europe  to  themselves,  and  to  draw  ourselves 
within  our  own  boundary,  where  we  should  be 
fully  eq^al  to  oar  defence  f^inst  any  Power  on 

Mr.  Dayton  (the  Speaker)  said  that  most  of 
theargumenis  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
(Mr.  Giles,)  who  spoke  last,' were  most  concla- 
sive  in  favor  of  the  amendment,  although  it  ap- 
peared to  he  his  intention  to  vote  against  it.  That 
member  bad  deprecated  war  as  the  greatest  of 
calamities,  and  spoke  of  peace  as  the  first  of  bless- 
ings; and  yet  all  this  warmth  of  decLamaiion  in 
favor  of  pacific  measures  bad  resolved  itself  into 
an  anxiety  to  maintain  it  with  one  nation  only. 
As  to  the  objection  that  the  amendment  was  not 
immediately  connected  with  the  Message  of  the 
President,  Mr.  D.  remarked  that  not  that  commu- 
nication only,  but  the  "state  of  the  Union"  was 
under  coQaideraiion,  and  it  was  upon  this  broad 
ground  alone  that  the  resolution  could  have  been 
mlrodnced,  for  it  did  not  naturally  arise  out  of 
the  Message,  which  had  not  proposed  to  Congress 
to  declare  war,  nor  to  act  offensively  in  any 
respect. 

In  attempting  to  render  that  resolution,  by 
amendments,  less  objectionable,  he  would  not  be 
understand  as  approving  it;  for,  although  the  sen- 
timent was  just,  although  the  posiiion  was  true, 
yet  nothiiig  could  be  more  idle  than  to  employ 
ourselves  in  lengthy  discussions  of  what  it  might 
he  inexpedient  to  do,  at  a  time  when  all  sides  of 
the  House  agreed  that  we  ought  to  deliberate  . 
on  what  ought  (o  be  done  for  the  defence  of  the 
country. 

How  could  that  committee,  acting  as  they  were 
under  the  most  solemn  commission  that  could  be 
given  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House,  jus- 
tify their  employing  their  time  in  going  the  round 
of  resolutions  upon  what  is  inexpedient  to  be 
done?  This  resolution,  if  agreed  to,  and  a  thon- 
sand  others  of  the  same  negative  kind,  would  fur- 
nish no  groaUd  for  legislation;  and  to  legislate, 
and  not  to  draw  up  and  adopt  certain  political 
creeds  and  doctrines,  was  the  business  which  they 
were  sent  here  to  perform. 

Mr,  D.  called  the  attention  of  gentlemen  to  the 
Message  of  the  President  which  they  had  parti- 
cularly quoted,  and  asked  whether  that  commu- 
nication did  not  call  upon  Congress  to  consider 
what  measures  were  expedient  to  be  adopted  for 
"protecting  our  sea-faring  and  commercial  citi- 
zens, for  defending  any  exposed  portions  of  our 
territory,  for  replenishing  our  arsenals,  for  estab- 
lishing fouodries  and  military  manubcturefL  and 
for  providing  such  efficient  revenues  as  will  be 
necessary  to  defray  extra  expenses."  He  repeated 
the  inquiry,  whether  these  important  objects  and 
means  of  defence  were  Dot  more  proper  for  their 
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deliberations,  and  more  coDformable  lo  their  duly 
as  legislators,  tban  the  discussion  and  adupliua  of 
the  resoluiioQ  on  the  table,  which  amounted  to 
nothiag  if  carried,  except  to  fix  censure  by  strong 
implicalioD  agaiDst  the  first  Magistrate  of  the 
Unioa  t 
If  the  advocates  of  the  resolution  persist  in  op- 

Cisition  to  the  ameDdment,  he  should  be  irresisti- 
j  led  to  suppose  that  not  au  earoestness  to  raain- 
t&in  peace,  as  was  professedj  but  a  desire  to  have 
it  understood  that  the  President  was  in  faTOr  of 
wai,  and  that  he  was  contemplating  actual  hos- 
tilily  on  the  part  of  this  country  Bgainst  the  Re- 
jHiblic,  and  that  the  House  of  Representatives  was 
pvKiag  a  veto  by  this  act  upon  such  intention, 
was  the  real  object  of  those  gentlemen. 

Mr.  D.  concluded  with  savitig,  that  they  who 
loved  peace  with  all  the  world,  must  vote  for  the 
amandinent;  but  those  who  regarded  it  only- to- 
wards the  French  Republic  would  be  right  ia  ad- 
hering to  the  original  proposition. 

Mr.  Shepard  said,  the  resolnlion  before  the 
committee  seemed  to  carry  with  it  an  idea  that 
the  Message  of  the  President  was  a  declaration  of 
war,  and  tnat  this  was  to  destroy  its  effect,  nod  to 
preyent  them,  if  war  should  be  necessary,  from 
taking  proper  measures  of  defence.  He  wa*  not 
for  going  to  war ;  but  for  taking  every  measure  to 
keep  out  of  it.  In  order  to  effect  this,  he  wished 
to  prepare  for  defence, "which  he  considered  as  the 
beat  security  against  war.  He  insLited  upon  our 
iwht  to  do  this,  re^rdlesa  of  any  foreign  nation. 
He  would  not  only  fortify  our  ports,  but  bare  armed 
vessels  to  defend  our  coasts,  and  bold  our  mili- 
tia in  requisiiLOD.  He  had  heard  the  Message  of 
the  President  called  a  declaration  of  war ;  but,  for 
his  part,  all  he  had  heard  of  war  was  from  gen- 
tlemen  who  are  so  loudly  opposed  to  it,  as  if  they 
were  the  only  men  in  the  country  who  bad  any 
value  for  its  peace  and  happiness.  Was  any  part 
of  this  alarm  made  by  men  who  fought  eizht 
years  for  the  independence  of  the  country?  No 
such  thing  i  they  wished  the  country  to  remain 
ill  peace;  but  they  wished  it  also  to  be  prepared 
for  war.  He  was  opposed  to  the  resolution ;  but, 
if  it  must  pass,  he  should  wish  it  to  pass  with  the 
UDendment. 

Mr.  Harper. — When  this  resolution  was  first 
proposed,  it  appeared  to  him  to  be  one  of  those 
nugatory  measures  which  mi^ht  either  be  agreed 
to  or  rejected,  without  producing  any  effect ;  and, 
ODtil  he  saw  the  resistance  wbich  was  given  to 
the  amendment,  he  remained  of  the  same  opin) 
but  now  he  found  it  was  to  say  to  the  French 

injury,  and  insult  after 

If  this  were  not  the  intention,  why  resist  the 
amendment?  Taking  this  to  be  the  intention,  he 
should  bestow  some  observations  upon  it.  Gen- 
tlemen preached  about  peace.  They  cry,  "  peace, 
Ceace,"  as  if  we,  holding  the  scale  of  the  world, 
ad  the  power  to  preserve  it.  Do  not  gentlemen 
know  that  peace  or  war  is  not  in  our  powerl 
They  do  know  it,  and  that  all  in  our  power  is  to 
resist,  or  submit.  Was  not  the  clamor  which  was 


S 


s  injury  after 
ivill  re- 


y  words,  saying,  you 


heard  about  peace,  in  so 
must  submit,  not  only  ti 
received,  but  to  what  you  may  hereafter  receive  1 
Was  not  every  advance,  on  our  par!,  for  an  ad- 
justment of  differences  met  with  new  injuries  and 
new  insults?  It  would  not  be  denied.  If  peace 
was  all  that  gentlemen  wanted,  they  would  take 
the  resolution  in  general  terms,  as  proposed  to  be 
amended;  but  their  opposing  it  shows  that  they 
have  no  objection  to  hostility,  if  it  be  not  against 
the  French  nation — he  would  not  say  whose  ser- 
vants they  were  desirous  of  being,  but  against 
those  whom  they  dread  they  are  afraid  to  nft  Up 
their  finger.  And  this  was  the  spirit  of  peace 
which  they  wished  to  preserve — a  spirit  which  he 
deemed  vile  submission — a  spirit  which  was 
afraid  to  complain,  and  which  met  every  new 
insult  without  murmur. 

Mr.  H.  rejoiced  that  this  amendment  was  made, 
because  it  had  unmasked  the  intentions  of  the 
mover  and  supporters  of  the  original  proposition. 
They  were  now  obliged  to  avow,  it  is  not  peace 
with  all  the  world  which  we  want,  but  peace 
with  France — a  servile  and  abject  submission  to 
one  nation;  a  nation,  in  behalf  of  whom  they  have 
heretofore  been  eager  of  war;  for.  notwithstand- 
ing all  their  cries  at  present  for  peace,  peace, when 
there  is  no  peace,  they  have  on  a  former  occasion 
been  equally  zealous  for  war.  All  their  efforts 
were  then  used  to  involve  this  country  in  war, 
upon  the  side  of  the  French  Republic ;  but  now, 
when  measures  ot  resistance  are  called  for — not 
against  France,  but  to  prevent  her  from  wounding 
her  enemy  through  our  sides — their  cry  is  turned 
from  war  to  peace.  This  he  repeated,  and,  if  they 
denied  it,  be  would  refer  to  written  accounts  of 
their  discourses  at  that  time,  which  would  prove 
that  they  had  sought  war  against  England,  and 
an  alliance,  offensive  aad  defensive,  with  the 
French  Republic.  At  that  time^  he  and  those 
who  generally  vote  with  him,  desired  peace;  and 
it  required  all  their  skill  and  firmness  to  preserve 
it,  and  much  obloquy  was  thrown  upon  them  on 
account  of  their  exertions.  The  ground  which 
he  and  his  friends  then  took,  was— ^et  us  first  try 
negotiation;  if  that  fail,  we  will  then  join  you  in 
the  WEr.  But  these  gentlemen  were,  at  that  time, 
all  in  favor  of  war  measures  in  the  fir^t  inslauce. 
Whence  now  this  change  of  spirit?  What  has 
become  of  the  spirit  of  1794,  when  it  was  said  10 
be  disgraceful  to  negotiate,  and  that  it  would  be* 
base  to  surrender  the  independence  of  our  coun- 
try to  a  foreien  Power?  He  wished  he  could  see 
the  breasts  oi  gentlemen  now  glow  with  the  pa- 
triotism which  then  animated  them;  but,  instead 
of  ibis,  what  do  we  see  ?  A  spirit  of  the  most  ab- 
ject kind  ;  a  spirit  that  would  leave  ail  our  pro- 
perty unprotected  beyond  the  limits  of  our  terri- 
tory, so  that  our  commerce,  from  which  is  derived 
five-sixths  of  our  revenue,  is  to  be  abandoned, 
lesl,  in  defending  it,  we  should  give  offence  to  the 
French  Republic. 

The  committee  were  now  told  it  would  be  time 
enough  to  prepare  for  war  when  an  invasion  of 
our  country  was  attempted.  And  why  were  they 
told  this  7    Because  such  an  event  is  not  likely  to 
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take  place.  Gentlemen  know  that  all  the  hostili- 
ty wtiicK  France  wished  to  commit  against  this 
country  may  be  done  hy  destroying  our  com- 
merce. But  ihey  are  disposed  to  surrender  this 
part  of  Dur  rights,  rather  than  resist;  and  what 
aecurity  had  we  that,  if  the  country  were  invaded, 
these  gentlemen  would  then  resist?  He  appre- 
hended thai  the  same  spirit  which  led  them  now 
to  suhmil,  would  continue  to  actuate  them. 

Last  year  gentlemen  were  opposed  to  doing 
anything  which  should  alter  the  state  of  things. 
If  this  D^otiatioQ,  said  ibev,  fail,  we  will  then 
join  you  in  active  measures.  But  now,  when  that 
time  is  come,  they  leil  us  wc  must  still  sink  lower, 
and  become  more  degraded.  We  are  to  be  con- 
tented, not  only  to  see  our  ships  captured,  our 
property  destroyed,  our  sailors  led  in  chains, 
our  revenue  auaihilated,  but  we  must  see  the 
army  of  the  enemy  attempt  to  land,  before  we 
will  resist. 

Mr.  H.  said  he  would  bring  his  proofs,  to  show 
that  those  gentlemen  who  are  now  so  loud  in  their 
calls  for  peace,  were  heretofore  the  supporters  of 
a  war  system.  For  this  purpose,  he  aaduced  Mr. 
Monroe's  view  of  the  conduct  of  the  Executive  of 
the  United  Slates,  which,  he  said,  was  a  publica- 
tion which  had  mei  with  the  most  unbounded 
and  enlhusiastie  applauses  from  all  the  party;  and 
he  read  from  it  an  extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Monroe  to  our  Secretary  of  State,  dated  Paris, 
September  10,  1796,  pages  209  and  210  of  the 
book,  in  which  he  states  it  to  be  his  opinion,  "that 
if  a  suitable  attempt  be  made  to  engage  the  aid  of 
the  French  Government  in  support  of  our  claims 
Upon  England,  it  may  be  accomplished  ;  and  that 
to  secure  success,  it  will  be  necessary  to  lake  ihe 
posts  and  invade  Canada." 

Would  any  man,  .'<aid  Mr.  H.,  who  shall  read 
this  passage,  say  that  the  system  of  these  gentle- 
men is  a  peace  system  ?  And  besides  this  propo- 
sition for  taking  the  posts  and  invading  Canada, 
the  samegentleman  proposes  an  advance  to  France 
of  five  millions  of  dollars.  Yet  these  are  the  gen- 
tlemen who  now  are  willing  to  say  to  France, 
"  We  will  not  fight  you ;  we  give  you  license  to 
do  us  ail  the  injury  you  please.  You  may  fit  out 
half  a  dozen  frigates,  which  will  be  able  to  block 
up  our  ports ;  and  we  give  you  this  notice  that 
you  may  effect  your  purpose  with  little  expense, 
and  not  prepare  a  large  fleet  for  the  purpose." 
■  The  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Qii-Ea,) 
whose  zeal  for  keeping  this  country  in  an  abso- 
lutely defenceless  stale,  has  surpassed  all  the  zeal 
he  ever  before  displayed,  except  that  which  he 
had  shown  on  a  former  occasion  for  bringing  us 
into  war,  has  told  us  ihal  peace  is  the  best  thing 
we  can  have  ;  and  that  it  would  be  knight-erraDi- 
ry  to  attempt  to  defend  our  property  at  sea.  Af- 
ter our  Ministers  have  been  sent  ofl;  and  a  decree 
passed  which  musl  destrov  our  commerce,  and 
which  had  been  already  allowed  to  be  just 
of  war,  this "■-  ' '  ■'---  — ■' 


man's  consistency^  and  because  his  language 

at  that  time  so  spirited,  so  American,  and  carried 

with  it  so  much  force  and  energy,  he  could  ~" 


forbear  reading  an  extract  from  his  speech  on  the 
28th  of  March,  1794,  upon  Mr.  Dayton's  motioa 
.to  sequestrate  British  debis.  The  question  was 
not  then  whether  we  should  arm  for  our  defence^ 
but  whether  we  should  make  an  attempt  at  nego- 
tiation. The  arguments  of  the  gentleman  were, 
it  is  true,  somewhat  misplaced,  though  they  were 
nevertheless  patriotic  and  admirable ;  and  he 
could  not  account  for  the  strange  contrast  of  his 
present  sentiments  on  any  other  ground  than  that 
he  believed  ihe  true  interest  of  Ibis  country  was 
only  to  be  effected  bv  a  treaty  of  alliance  with 
France  and  war  wiln  her  enemy.  Gentlemen 
who  were  on  a  former  occasion  in  favor  of  spirit- 
ed measures  in  defence  of  our  rights,  and  were  on 
ibis  occasion  the  same,  are  consistent;  though 
their  arguments  might  not  altogether  be  properly 
timed,  yet  they  were  radically  rigbL 

Mr.  H.  then  proceeded  to  read  and  comment 
upon  Mr.  Giles's  cpeeck  on  Mr.  Dayton's 
motion,  contrasting  all  along  the  sentiments  he 
then  delivered,  which  were  in  favor  of  the  moat 
spirited  measures  against  England,  witn  his  pre- 
sent opinions  with  respect  to  France ;  in  doing 
which  he  paid  the  highest  possible  encomiums  to 
the  talents  and  style  of  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 

After  finishing  this  contrast,  Mr.  H.  spoke  of 
the  propriety  with  which  bis  colleague  bad  in- 
troduced the  account  of  the  treatment  which  Ve- 
nice had  received  from  the  French  Republic. 
Yet  gentlemen  had  asked  whether  this  was  a 
cause  of  war  for  usi  The  circumstance,  they 
well  knew,  was  introduced  merely  to  show  the 
effeet  which  a  tame,  submissive  conduct  waa 
duce ;  but  they  bad  chosen  to  gi' 
I   order  to  avoid  the  point  whien 


..  ._.  ..  vof'th 
Switzerland.  Attempt  afler  attempt  had  been 
made  by  France  on  the  independence  of  .that 
country.  After  going  a  variety  of  lengths,  they 
effected  their  purpose  of  driving  from  thence  that 
unfortunate  class  ol  men,  the  emigrants,  who  had 
been  persecuted  by  those  who  baausurped  all  au- 
thority in  France,  and  who  sought  the  rights  of 
hospitality  amongst  them.  New  aggressions  were 
made  ;  they  took  possession  of  a  part  of  the  Swiss 
territory,  and  displaced  their  magistrates.  Seeing 
that  every  submission  invited  ^esh  insult,  they 
united,  hand  in  hand,  took  up  arms,  and  reinstat- 
ed the  magistrates  who  bad  been  displaced,  and 
resolved  to  live  free  or  die.  What  was  ihe  con- 
sequence of  this  spirited  conduct  T  The  French 
withdrew  from  their  terrilorv,  disavowed  the 
measures  of  their  General,  and  declared  that  they 
desired  nothing  more  than  to  leave  the  Swiss  in 
full  possession  of  their  rights. 

Let  us,  said  Mr.  H.,  take  warning  by  this  ener- 
getic example  of  the  Swiss.  Let  us  now  begin 
to  resist.  Let  us  declare  that  we  wish  to  preserve 
peace  with  all  the  world;  that  we  allow  that 
peace  is  good,  but  that  we  believe  independence  is 
better  j  that  peace  is  desirable,  but  not  at  any 
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price— and  then  Fraoce  will  relinquish  her  ag- 
gressions. 

At  ihis  poinl  the  committee  rose  and  had  leave 
to  sit  agaio. 

Thdrsday,  March  29. 
Mr.  JosFAH  Parker  presented  the  petition  of 
the  merchants  of  Norfolk,  praying  for  a  light- 
house to  be  erected  on  Old  Point  Comfort,  toge- 
ther with  a  copy  of  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of 
Virginia,  ceding  two  acies  of  iaud  for  the  pur- 
pose. Referred  to  the  Committee  of  Commerce 
and  Manufactures. 

HELATIONB  WITH  FHAMCB. 
The  House  again  resolved  itsell  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
and  the  amendment  to  the  first  resolution  moved 
by  Mr.  Spriqq,  as  to  the  inexpediency,  under  ex- 
isting ciicums lances^  of  resorting  to  war  against 
the  French  Republic,  which  amendment  is,  to 
strike  out  the  words  "  French  Republic,"  beiog 
under  consideiaiion, 

Mr.  OiLES  rose.  It  would  be  recollected,  be 
said,  that  yesterday  an  attack  bad  been  made  upon 
him,  as  indecent  in  its  manoer  as  it  was  in  itself 
noTel  and  unprecedented.  He  bad  been  eight 
years  in  Congress,  but  he  never  before  heard  so 
direct  and  personal  an  attack.  He  was  pleased, 
however,  thai  it  had  been  made,  and  only  regret- 
ted that  his  state  of  health  was  such  as,  he  fpared, 
would  not  suffer  him  to  eo  so  fully  into  a  refuta- 
tion of  the  charges  wbicb liad  been  brought  against 
him  as  he  could  wish.  He  should,  however,  stale 
such  circunistances  as  would  not  only  disprove 
the  facts  alleged  against  him,  but  also  prove  that 
the  reverse  of  them  was  true.  In  doing  frhich, 
he  begged  to  be  corrected  if  be  should  misstate 
anything. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Har- 
per) bad  said  "that  it  had  been  the  object  of  him- 
self and  his  associates,  but  particularly  of  him- 
self, since  the  year  1794,  to  go  to  war  with  Great 
Britaiu,  if  possible,  and  to  eol^r  into  a  treaty  of 
alliance,  offensive  and  defensive,  with  France." 
This  charge  he  declared  to  be  entirely  void  of 
truth.  He  knew  that  slanders  of  this  kind  had 
been  circulated  in  an  artful  manner  through  the 
United  States  from  that  lime  to  the  present,  but 
he  never  before  heard  the  charge  publicly  made. 
Being  made,  he  would  refilte  it,  tbough  it  bad 
been  the  foundation  of  two  long  speeches  of  (hat 
geniitmBD ;  for,  whenever  slander  assumes  an 
erect  front,  it  is  dissipated  by  the  first  ray  of  truth 

He  trusted  he  should  prove,  by  a  reference  to 
the  debate  which  had  already  been  quoted,  and  to 
others,  that  he  had  never  been  in  favor  of  a  war 
with  Great  Britain;  and  as  lo  an  alliance,  offen- 
sive and  defensive,  with  France,  be  never  heard 
such  a  proposition  in  private  conversation,  and  it 
will  be  allowed  that  no  such  proposiiion  was  ever 
publicly  made. 

The  inconsistency  of  his  conduct  had  been  spo- 
ken of.  The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
5th  Con.— 43 


said  it  was  unaccountable  to  him  how  the  author 
of  such  animated  sentiments  as  were  delivered  by 
him,(Mr.G.,)iD  1794,could  now  utter  sentiments 
so  groveling  and  pitiful  as  those  heard  from  him. 
He  wished  the  gentleman  had  selected  the  passa^ 
ges  to  which  he  alluded,  as  he  himself  was  un- 
conscious of  any  difference  between  those  which 
he  then  delivered  and  his  present  sentimeota. 
From  the  year  1794  to  the  present  period,  he  had 
uDiformly  declared  it  to  be  nis  opinion  "  that  wax 
is  justifiable  only  in  case  of  self-defence." 

If  boldness  of  assertion  and  dogmatism  of  ex- 
pression would  have  availed,  the.genlleman  from 
South  Carolina  must  have  been  victorious;  but 
be  would  beg  to  turn  the  attention  of  the  com- 
mittee to  facts.  That  eeo  tie  man  bad  first  intro- 
duced the  hook  of  Mr.  Monroe,  the  sentiments  of 
which,  he  said,  certain  gentlemen^  by  their  appro- 
bation of  it,  had  adopted  as  their  own.  Mr.  Q. 
said  he  had  read  the  book,  and  had  found  a  great 
deal  to  commend  in  it,  and  little  to  condemn. 
Human  nature  was  liable  to  err.  if  the  gentle- 
men himself  were  lo  review  his  own  political 
history,  he  doubted  whether  il  would  be  tound  to 
be  always  consistent.  There  might  have  .been 
errors  in  Mr.  Monroe's  Ministry,  buk  he  believed 
they  would  be  found  to  be  as  ieW  as  ever  attend- 
ed a  negotiation  which  was  encompassed  with  so 
many  difficulties. 

What,  he  asked,  was  the  letter  which  the  gen- 
tleman read  from  bis  book  1  It  was  a  letter  da- 
led  December  5. 1794.  This  was  not  a  letter  from 
Mr.  Monroe  lo  nis  associates,  but  to  the  Secreta- 
ry of  Stale  ;  and.  if  any  conspiracy  was  intend- 
ed, General  Washingtoo  and  his  Secretaries  must 
have  been  the  conspirators.  He  saw  nothing 
more  in  this  leltei  than  a  suggestion  of  what 
might  be  done  if  the  Government  thought  pro- 
per. Mr.  G.  stated  the  situation  of  thin^  at  that 
time.  In  (he  Autumn  of  1794  the  President  laid 
before  Congress  a  communicadoo  stating  (bat 
nothing  furtlier  could  be  done  between  this  coun- 
try atKi  Great  Britain  by  way  of  negotiation,  and 
what  remained  to  be  done  was  left  to  Congress. 
There  never  was  so  threatening  a  state  of  affairs 
between  Great  Britain  and  (his  country,  since  the 
Revolution^as  at  (bat  period.    At  the  time,there- 

-  .!._    1 ■_      Qjigg. 

Sossibly  know  the  state  of  af- 
er  they  would  come  to  an 
amicable. settlement,  and  it  was  right  in  him,  and 
it  would  have  been  criminal  not  to  have  done  it, 
to  state  what  it  was  likely  might  be  done  by 
France  in  our  favor  in  case  of  extremities.  He 
would  only  add  one  further  remark,  as  he  should 
have  occasion  to  defend  himself  more  than  Mr. 
Monroe,  which  was,  that  he  was  at  least  as  hoa- 
orabte  a  character  as  any  of  bis  calumniators ; 
that  while  he  was  in  France  he  effected  much 
good,  and  that  since  he  came  away  we  had  expe- 
rienced much  injury.  If  gentlemen  would  ex- 
amine.Ihe  state  of  things  when  'he  first  went  to 
France,  what  our  situation  was  when  he  came 
away,  and  what  it  is  now,  he  thought  this  would 
appear  evident. 
The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  doubtless, 


fore,  when  Mr. 
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af^er  examiniiw  all  the  remarks  he  could  find  of 
his,  had  brought  forward  a  debate  which  took 
place  in  1794.  To  follow  the  gentleman  would 
be  a  disagreeable  task ;  but  as  it  would  serve  to 
elucidate  a  truth  which  it  was  necessary  to  un- 
fold, he  should  undertake  it,  and  show  that,  in- 
stead of  these  remarks  beiag  in  favor  of  war,  they 
were  founded  in  the  most  zealous  wish  for  peace. 
Mr.  Q.  proceeded  to  read  his  remarks  on  Mr.  Day- 
Ton's  motion  for  a  sequestTalioii  of  British  debts, 
which,  as  the  moTer  would  recollect,  be  said,  was 
a  mere  arrestation  of  British  debts,  which  was 
proposed  as  a  preventive  of  war,  by  holding  in  our 
nan  ds  what  was  ■within  our  power,  as  a  pledge  for 
the  good  behaviour  of  that  country,  in  order  to 
preserve  peace.  Mr.  G.  stated  the  situation  of 
things  to  be  different  from  that  which  Mr.  HaK- 
PER  had  represented  it  to  be,  as  the  Legislature 
had  no  knowledge  of  any  negotiation  being  set 
on  foot  with  Great  Britain  at  that  lime.  Tbis  de- 
bate took  place  od  the  28th  of  March,  when  they 
had  been  informed  by  the  President  that  uothing 
futlher  could  be  done  by  him,  and  the  negotiation 
was  not  heard  from  until  the  19th  of  April  fol- 
lowing. A  part  of  the  system  proposed  was  an 
embargo,  and  another  a  suspension  of  intercourse 
with  Great  Britain.  This  bill  passed  this  House, 
but  was  ne^tived  in  the  Senate,  by  the  castioe 
Tote  of  the  Vice  President,  who  is  now  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States ;  and  if  tbis  bill  had 
been  carried  into  a  law.  the  other  regulation  for 
arresting  the  British  debts  would  evidently  have 
been  a  proper  measure. 

Mr.  Q.  continued  to  read  a  number  of  extracts 
from  the  speeches  to  illustrate  his  position,  which 
he  interspersed  with  the  following  remarks, name- 
ly: that  instead  of  being  iu  favor  of  war,  he  had 
always  wished  that  we  mi^l  keep  in  peace  and 
unconnected  with  any  foreign  Power.  He  hoped 
this  was  at  present  a  pretty  unanimous  opinion, 
and  that  we  should  not  look  out  for  any  aid  from 
foreign  Powers.  Me  believed  the  people  of  the 
United  States  were  not  ready  to  go  to  war ;  if 
they  were,  he  should  consider  them  as  fools  j  but 
he  was  convinced  they  would  never  go  to  war  for 
the  sake  of  a  few  individuals.  No  people  could 
wish  for  a  military  despotism,  and  tnis  must  be 
the  coQseq^uence  of  a  war.  He  had  been  charged, 
he  said,  with  a  peculiar  enmity  against  Great  Bri- 
tain 1  but  even  after  it  was  known,  in  1792,  that 
the  treaties  of  Filniiz  and  Pavia  were  entered 
into  for  the  starving  of  Prance,  at  a  lime  when 
the  enthusiasm  for  the  cause  of  France  waa  at  its 
highest  pitch  in  this  country,  he  was  willing,  ou 
account  of  a  violation  of  our  neutral  rights  by 
France,  which  took  place  in  consequence  of  those 
treaties,  (as  he  showed  from  the  debates' at  that 
time,)  to  lay  hold  of  such  part  of  the  debt  due 
from  this  country  to  that,  as  should  cover  the  in- 
juries committed.  Did  this,  he  asked,  look  like 
partiality  in  favor  of  one  nation  more  than  an- 
other 7 

To  coD&rm  what  he  htid  said  with  respect  to 
his  continued  opposition  to  war,  Mr.  G.  bad  next 
recourse  to  a  debate  on  ihe  subject  of  providing  a 
naval  armament,  against  which,  he  said,  he  had 


always  voted,  as  he  looked  upon  the  e: 

a  navy  and  the  discbarge  of  a  public  debt  as  in- 
compatible things  J  fpT  no  nation  that  ever  went 
into  the  establishment  of  a  navy,  ever  did  orevej 
will  discharge  their  public  debt ;  and  therefore, 
though  we  might  experience  some  evils  for  want 
of  a  navy,  we  should  meet  with  none  so  great  as  the 
saddling  of  ourselves,  and  all  posterity,  with  a 
debt  proportioned  to  the  number  of  our  battle- 
ships. When  he  found  the  law  for  buildiDg  the 
frigates  would  pass,  be  slated  if  as  his  consotation 
that  the  trees  from  which  the  frigates  were  to  be 
built  were  still  growing,  and,  as  it  would  of  course 
taks  much  time  to  get  them  ready,  it  would  give 
us  ■  chance  of  preserving  peace.  His  apprenen* 
xion  at  that  time  was,  that  if  we  soon  sot  the  fri- 
gates 10  sea  we  should  be  involved  in  the  war  in 

Mr.  Q.  next  had  recourse  to  the  debate  on  the 
British  Treaty  ;  at  which  time,  he  said,  the  cry  of 
war  was  resoundine  from  one  end  of  the  Union 
to  the  other,  though,  in  his  opinion,  there  never 
was  a  period  when  there  was  less  prospect  of  a 
war  with  Great  Britain  than  at  that  time.  After 
noticing  several  observations  made  on  that  occa- 
sion, Mr.  G.  observed,  that  yesterday  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina  said,  "  what  security 
have  we  that  these  gentlemen  will  go  to  the  eX' 
tent  that  they  say  they  are  ready  to  go  1"  Who, 
said  Mr.  Q.,  are  "we  7"    Who  is  authorized  to 

eit  that  question  to  an  independent  citizen  of  the 
nitedSlatesI  Had  not  he.  and  those  with  whom 
be  acted,  as  much  at  stake  as  that  gentleman 
and  his  associates?  In  many  respects  he  was  un- 
willing to  compare  himself  with  that  gentleman 
and  his  friends ;  but  in  this  respect  he  was  not 
afraid  to  do  it.  Have  that  gentleman  and  his  as- 
sociates a  greater  claim  to  patriotism  than  others  1 
ir  they  have  let  them  show  it.  Or  have  they 
greater  domestic  inducements  to  value  their  hap- 
piness in  the  country?  He  believed  not.  He  could 
say  for  himself  that  he  had  never  adopted  a  short 
way  of  getting  wealth,  nor  bad  anything  to  do 
with  notes  anabanks;  he  owed  no  man  anything 
which  he  could  not  p«y  on  demand ;  he  had  been 
placed  in  a  moderate  sphere  of  hie,  and  did  not 
desire  wealth.  Whence,  said  he,  arises  the  cla- 
mor for  hostile  measures— for  resistance?  Not 
from  our  independent  yeomanry,  nor  from  men 
who  are  the  most  deeply  interested  in  the  welfare 
of  our  country,  or  surrounded  with  domestic  com- 
forts, but  from  men  of  a  different  description — 
from  speculators,  and  men  who  have  few  atuch- 
menls  to  it. 

Mr.  G.  did  not  believe  that  we  stood  upon  such 
unequivocal  ground  with  respect  to  France  as  we 
formerly  stood  upon  with  respect  to  Great  Britain. 
This  bad  long  been  his  opinion ;  and  though  we 
have  heavy  complaints  to  make  against  France, 
they  were  not  without  just  complaints  against  us, 
arisin?  principally  from  the  operation  of  the  Brit- 
ish Treaty,  that  fatal  instrument  to  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  G.  read  some  of  the  articles  of  the  treaty, 
and  his.  former  remarks  thereon,  and  denied  that 
there  was  any  well-founded  apprehension  of  war 
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at  the  time  it  was  under  discussion.  He  also  no- 
ticed the  assertion  wbich  had  freijuendy  been 
made,  of  the  French  Directory  receiping  lessons 
from  this  country,  which,  he  said,  was  too  absurd 
to  be  believed. 

Though  he  thought  France  had  just  ground  of 
complaint  agaiut  this  country,  he  did  not  mean  to 
jnsliTy  her  condoct  towards  us.  He  thougbt  she 
ought  to  have  received  our  Ministers ;  and,  if  ihey 
had  not  agreed,  to  have  taken  such  measares  as 
they  thought  proper.  Bui  this  is  supposius  our 
Ministers  clothed  with  sufficient  powers)  it  they 
were  not,  tbere  would  be  some  ground  of  justifi- 
cation for  their  conduct.  The  President  of  the 
United  States  ia  in  the  possession  of  information 
which  would  Naiisfy  the  Congress  and  the  people 
in  this  respect,  but  he  has  thought  proper  to  with- 
hold it,  and  therefore  he  alone  is  responsible. 
There  was  one  circumstance,  he  said,  verv  unac- 
eotmtabie  in  this  business.  The  President  in- 
formed the  House  that  be  had  received  certain 
reTS,  and  says, "  I  have  considered  these  papers ; 
Te  deliberated  upon  them;  I  have  not  sent 
them  to  you,  but  require  you  to  act.upon  them;  I 
call  upon  you  to  jake  enei^etic  measures,  and  re- 
quest you  will  provide  sufficient  revenue."  The 
House  has  been  thus  obliged  to  take  up  the  sub- 
ject in  the  dark.  Is  this,  said  he,  a  desirable  state 
for  the  Legislature  to  be  placed  ml  Is  it  not  ra- 
ther a  degraded  state?  He  thought  it  was  ;  and 
when  pnriv  rage  shall  subside,  aud  it  shall  be  seen 
that  the  Executive  is  pursuinr  hostile  measures, 
wd  keeping  back  all  information  from  Congress, 
this  conduct  woald  be  deemed  extraordinary.  He 
was  far  from  saying  the  Executive  had  not  done 
what  was  proper.  He  could  not  say  so,  because 
he  had  seen  no  evidence  upon  whicn  to  form  a 
judgment;  but  it  left  a  strong  impression  on  his 
mind  thai  something  was  not  correct,  which  was 
the  reason  the  expected  papers  were  not  sent. 

The  first  Speech  of  the  present  President,  he 
stid,  contained  some  sentiments  on  the  subject  of 
the  baianee  of  power,  which  be  was  far  from  ap- 

Kving.  He  states  "  that  whether  the  United 
tea  will,  or  not,  the  Powers  of  Europe  will  con- 
sider them  as  constituting  a  part  of  the  balance  of 
power.  Mr.  G.  did  not  know  whether  this  was  a 
Oct  or  not,  but  if  it  were,  he  thought  we  ought  not 
to  have  submitted  to  have  been  so  considered 
without  opposition.  Bui  the  President  takes  it 
for  granted,  and  proceeds  to  act  upon  it.  EJiowing 
the  piJitical  sentiments  of  the  President,  he 
thought  this  a  dangerous  doctrine  in  his  hands. 
Mr.  G.  said  he  never  believed  there  was  anything 
like  a  real  balance  of  power  in  Europe ;  it  was  a 
mere  imaginary  thing,  and  he  thought  there  could 
not  be  a  more  ridicurao;S  figure  drawn  than  that 
of  a  President  of  the  United  States  attempting  to 
adjust  the  balance  of  power  in  Europe. 

Mr.  O.  quoted  a  paragraph  from  the  last  Speech 
of  the  President,  speaking  of  the  disadjusted  state 
of  Europe,  which  ne  thought  very  improperly  ap- 
plied to  France,  at  a  time  he  did  not  know  whether 
our  Ministers  were  received  or  not. 

He  also  again  referred  towbatihePresideatsays 
in  his  late  Message  with  respect  to  the  change  of 


circumstances,  which  he  still  thinks  he  meant  to 
apply  to  a  change  from  neutrality  in  the  country 
to  soDiething  like  war.  And  in  these  circumstan- 
ces, said  be,  are  the  people  of  the  United  States  to 
be  led  on  from  step  to  step,  until  they  are  irreco- 
verably involved  in  warl  Aad  are  tie  people  to 
be  told  that  this  is  a  trifling  question?  When  all 
the  country  is  in  commotion,  and  when  the  peo- 

Ele  are  preparing  their  petitions  for  peace,  (which 
e  thought  very  proper,)  he  was  not  willing  to 
proceed  until  the  present'queslion  was  decided. 

He  woold  suggest  another  idea.  He  had  heard 
a  variety  of  observations  from  different  quarters, 
that,  at  a  period  not  very  far  distant  from  the  pre- 
sent, a  more  intimate  connexion  between  this 
countrv  and  Great  Britain  than  at  present  exists, 
is  likely  to  take  place.  And  yet  gentlemen  are 
perpetually  crying,  What !  give  up  your  indepen- 
dence! Do  you  prefer  peace  to  independence?  He 
would  answer,  No  ;  for  independence  he  should 
be  ready  at  all  times  to  make  war.  But  are  we, 
said  he,. called  upon  to  fight  for  speculative  inde- 
pendence, and,  at  the  same  time,  willing  to  com- 
mit our  real  independence  to  themercy  of  another 
nation?  Where,  he  asked,  is  the  diherence  be- 
tween depending  upon  the  French  or  British  na- 
tion? Except,  indeed,  (as  he  believed  was  the 
speculative  opinions  of  some  gentlemen,)  there 
was  an  intention  of  assimilatiog  the  British  and 
American  Governments. 

Gentlemen  talked  of  newsoapers.  He  would 
saya  word  on  that  subject.  Tnerearetwo  papers, 
said  he,  printed  in  ibis  city,  which  not  only  breathe 
defensive,  but  offensive  war  of  the  worst  kind. 
One  of  these  papers,  he  believed,  was  particularly 
countenanced  by  the  Government ;  the  other  was 
printedbyan  infamous  scouDdrel,aBritish  subject— 
a  paper  which  he  was  sorry  to  find  too  much  coun- 
tenanced. This  paper  not  only  breathes  war,  but 
exterminating  war.  And  this  paper,  issued  from 
a  British  press,  spreads  its  baneful  sentiments 
throughout  the  country.  He  proclajmed  this  fact ; 
and  he  should  think  himself  a  traitor  to  his  coun- 
try, not  to  proclaim  it. 

Mr.  Q.  next  noticed  the  impeachment  of  W. 
Blount,  late  a  Senator  of  the  United  States.  It  is 
known,  said  he,  that  the  British  Minister  here, 
actually  gave  money  to  an  American  citizen,  paid 
bis  passage,  and  sent  him  to  Europe,  to  know 
whether  nis  Court  would  concur  in  the  plan  of 
'of  the  Spanish  territory,  for  being  en- 


it  had  been  given  in  evidence  before  the  commit- 
tee. There  might  be  many  other  facts  connected 
with  this,  but  ne  confinea  bjmself  to  what  ap- 
peared in  evidence.  This  person,  who  was  sent 
to  England,  was  the  confidential  agent  of  the  Bri- 
tish Minister  here.  [Mr.  Harper  said  that  was 
not  true.  Mr.  Giles  called  forthe  readingof  Mr. 
Davy'sevidenceot 
which  was  read  s 
that  the  expression  there  used  v 
person.]  Mr.  G.  believed  a  confidential  person 
was  a  confidential  agent.  He  was  about  to  re- 
mark that  these  circumstances  had  appeared  to 


^ODihesubjectoftbeimpeachment. 
I  accordingly ;  when  it  appeared 
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him  to  indicate  something  more  than  was  befute  ; 
the  House  at  present.  He  could  not  help  recol- 
lecting liow  different  was  (he  conduct  of  this  Gov- 
ernmeDt  towards  the  Minister  of  aooihei  couQlry. 
when  be  bad  been  guilty  of  miscondacl.  Was 
there  not  ao  instant  demand  to  his  CoutI  to  have 
him  recalled  1  And  the  demand  was  proper  and 
right,  and  he  could  not  account  for  a  contrary  con- 
duct in  the  other  case  which  be  had  mentioned. 

Mr.  G.  would  sBf  a  few  words  as  to  the  effect 
which  the  late  French  decree  would  be  likely  to 
produce  upon  this  country.  The  committee  nad 
been  told,  by  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina, 
that  it  would  effectually  destroy  our  revenue.  He 
believed  he  was  mistaken  In  this.  To  France  and 
to  those  nations  who  may  be  supposed  to  be  under 
her  influence,  we  last  year  exported  to  the  amount 
of  $36^000,000,  and  to  &eat  BriUin  $8,000,000; 
two-ihirds  of  which  are  re-exported  to  ^e  coun- 
tries above  mentioned. 

Against  whom,  then,  are  we  to  armi  Against 
those  who  receive  836,000,000.  for  the  protection 
of  the  98,000,000  two-thirds  of  which  are  re-ex- 
ported. How,  he  asked,  would  this  operate? 
Would  the  decree  slop  the  imporiBiion  of  British 
goods  1  No,  it  might  lessen  them,  but  would  not 
■top  them,  as  the  British  would  become,  in  some 
measure,  their  own  carriers;  and,  as  their  vessels 
paid  a  higher  duty  in  our  ports  than  oar  own,  it  is 
probable  our  revenue  would  not  be  greatly  lessen- 
"ed.  It  was  possible,  however,  that  there  might  be 
■ome  abuse  of  the  decree  in  carrying  it  into  ex- 
ecution. 

He  was  as  much  opposed  to  the  decree  of  the 
Executive  Directory  as  any  man,  but  not  so  much 
on  account  of  any  loss  we  shall  sustain  from  it,  as 
from  its  being  an  attack  upon  our  neutral  rights, 
which  he  preferred  to  money.  The  British  Treaty 
had  authorized  two  acts  ibnl  took  place  in  JanitB- 
ry  last,  which  will  transfer  the  carrying  trade 
from  American  to  British  vessels ;  but  those  acts 
will  not  affect  our  vessels  going  to  France,  Spain, 
or  Holland.  He  supposed,  therefore,  that  our 
commerce  would  not  be  very  materially  injured 
by  the  French  Decree.  He  did  not  know  but  it 
would  even  be  upon  a  better  footing  ikua  at  pres- 
ent, as  there  would  be  more  security  for  it.  At 
■ny  raie.no  rash  measures  ought  lobe  taken,  until 
we  see  bow  the  decree  is  to  be  executed. 

No  Doe  could  say  what  farther  measures  were 
contemplated  by  the  French  Government;  but 
the  resolution  on  ibe  table  only  went  to  say,  that 
at  this  dav  we  are  not  disposed  to  resort  to  war. 
He  wishea  to  make  a  distinction.  It  was  said  by 
gentlemen  that  those  who  are  not  willing  to  re- 
sort to  war  are  unwilling  to  prepare  for  it ;  he 
was  and  always  bad  been  willing  to  put  the  couQ' 
try  in  ^a  state  of  preparalion,  according  to  the  ex- 


it of  oi 

The  gen  lie  m; 


1  South  Carolina  had  y 


V  to  make  any 
comparison  between  the  fleets  of  Great  Britain 
and  France.  With  respect  to  ihe  British  fleet, 
he  looked  upon  it  as  ruinous  to  the  country,  and 
predicted,  that  if  the  present  fleet  sarvives  two 


years,  the  nation  sinks.    It  is  impossible  it  should 

Eroceed  mach  farther.  Gentlemen  may  say  this 
as  lon^  been  foretold;  hut  there  never  was  be- 
fore a  time  when  this  was  so  evident.  What, 
said  he,  are  ihe  British  now  supported  by  ?  By 
the  body  of  merchants.  The  iKink  is  gone,  and 
probably  will  never  recover  itself.  It  is  of'little 
consequence  whether  France  invades  England  or 
not,  England  must  fall.  On  the  other  nttnd,  the 
population  of  France  is  thirty  millions ;  she  htu 
the  finest  country  in  Europe ;  her  military  skill  is 
great,  and  she  is  possessed  of  moat  of  the  fortiflcK- 
tions  of  Europe.  And  are  we  to  encase  in  the 
carnage  of  the  human  species,  at  this  Tate  day, 
against  that  country  1  He  hoped  not.  Besides. 
suppose  we  were  to  join  England  in  the  war,  and 
be  successful,  would  she  not  bave  an  interest  in 
the  destruction  of  our  commerce  at  the  termina- 
tion of  the  war  ?  She  certainly  would;  and  thoueh 
she  may  now  see  a  current  in  her  favor  in  the 
United  States,  and  propose  measures  which  may 
appear  flattering,  yet  her  disposition  to  favor  this 
country  would  not  outlive  her  interest. 

Perhaps  gentlemen  may  say,  what  will  you  do 
if  France  carries  her  injuries  farther?  "I  would. 
said  he,  draw  ourselves  within  ourselres.  I  would 
sooner  ([though  I  do  not  pledge  myself  to  do  it) 
iademnify  our  commercial  citizens  than  go  to 
war.    I  am    now,  and  always  have  been,  for 

He  trusted  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
was,  by  this  time,  pretty  well  saiisGed  as  to  the 
inaccuracy  of  his  statement.  Before  gentlemen 
make  charges  of  inconsistency  against  others,  they 
should  be  sure  that  tbey  themselves  stand  firm  in 
that  respect.  That  gentleman  ought  to  hare 
looked  back  upon  bis  own  conduct  in  1792  and 
1793.  He  bad  been  informed  that  that  gentleman 
was  at  thai  time  a  member  of  an  affiliated  society 
of  Jacobins.  [Mr.  Harpeh  said  it  was  not  Irue.J 
He  believed,  however,  all  the  gentlemen  who 
knew  him  at  that  lime  would  do  him  the  credit 
to  say,  that  he  was  one  of  the  most  eloquent  de- 
claimers  of  that  day  in  favor  of  the  rights  of  man. 
But  his  inconsistency  had  even  appeared  within 


a  prospect  of  all  uniting  in  maaifestiug  a  disposi- 
tion for  peace ;  but  the  next  day  he  used  argu- 
ments which  went  to  the  destruction  of  the  reso- 

The  genilemanfrom  Massachusetts  (Gen.  Sbep- 
ard)  had  made  a  remark  which  he  must  notice ; 
it  was,  that  he  assumed  to  dictate  to  others  what 
was  proper  to  be  done.  Of  this  he  was  not  justly 
chargeable.  That  gentleman  told  the  committee 
he  was  a  warrior;  be  venerated  him  as  such — he 
was  a  warrior  in  a  glorious  cause;  but  whilst  he 
venerated  him  as  a  soldier,  he  bad  to  r^ret  the 
political  prejudices  under  which  he  lahoreo,  which 
could  suffer  him  to  attribute  a  motive  of  that  kind 
to  him.  The  geolteman  from  New  York  (Mr. 
Brooks)  had  also  told  the  committee  be  bad  also 
been  in  service  in  the  Revolution.  This  he  did 
not  know  before  he  heard  it  from  the  gentleman 
himself.    But  he  had  since  been  told  he  was  en- 
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gsged  in  the  honorable  aod  humane  employment 
of  clolhier  lo  ihe  army.  [Mr.  BROOKa  saiiL  he 
had  the  honor  of  talrtDg  up  arms  in  defence  of  his 
country,  which  be  catried  until  he  was  lakeo  pri- 
soner. He  was  a  prisoner  eighteen  months,  and 
when  he  was  set  at  liberty  he  found  liis  vacancy 
was  not  preserved  for  him.  He  then  served  his 
country  in  a  difierent  line,  and  he  believed  in  a 
manner  which  entitled  him  to  at  Least  as  much 
merit  as  he  had  assumed.  He  believed  that  pro- 
viding the  army  with  clothia^  was  an  essential 
part  of  the  service;  but,  (said  he,  with  great 
warmth,)  if  the  gentleman  doubts  my  being  a 
soldier,  I  am  here  to  answer  him.  f  A  load  cry  of 
order,  and  Mr.  B.  sat  down.J 

Mr.  O.  said,  he  had  received  this  information 
from  one  of  the  gentleman's  friends.  He  made 
the  inquiry,  because  he  did  not  know  what  ser- 
■     ■^    ■       -         ■         "  ""athe 


raise,  rather  than  sink  him  in 

he  was  not  alarmed  at  being  told  he  was  a  soldier, 

It  had  been  said  of  the  resolution  before  the 
committee,  that  by  statintf  ^e  ate  not  ready  to  re- 
sort to  war  against  the  French  Republic,  that  it 
might  be  implied  we  are  ready  to  go  to  war  with 
some  other  nation.  That  this  idea  might  be  done 
away,  if  gentlemen  will  permit  thewords  "against 
the  French  Republic"  to  remain.  If  the  mover 
would  give  his  consent,  he  should  have  no  ob- 
jection lo  add  the  words  "or  any  other  nation." 

Mr.  Harper  hoped,  as  he  had  been  particularly 
alluded  to  by  the  gentleman  who  had  just  sat  down, 
he  should  not  be  considered  as  trespassing  on  the 
patience  of  the  committee  in  an  onreasonable  man- 
ner, if  he  made  a  lew  reznarks  in  reply,  though  he 
did  not  mean  to  do  it  generally,  as  he  perceived 
Others  had  imdertaken  to  do  that,  whom  he  was 
conscious  were  better  able  to  do  it  than  himself. 
-  He  was  called  up  merely  by  the  gentleman's  per- 
sonal observations. 

In  the  first  place,  he  was  charged  with  great 
indecency  in  bringing  forvrard  and  commenting 
upon  ^e  ^Qtleman's  own  speech.  He  left  it  to 
the  committee  to  determine  with  what  proprieiy 
this  co.uplaint  came  from  a  person  who  has  omit- 
ted no  opportunity  of  attributing  the  worst  of  mo- 
tives, not  only  to  gentlemen  in  that  House,  but  to 
others  out  of  it ;  neither  age,  character,  nor  ab- 
sence, have  preserved  gentlemen  from  his  cen- 
sure f  from  a  person  who  has  always  indulged 
himsdf  in  the  most  violent  philippics  against  tht 
Executive  of  the  United  States,  and  all  who  con 
cnrred  in  his  measures;  from  a  person  who,  when 
gentlemen  de(!lare  they  are  for  peace,  says  he  does 
not  believe  them ;  from  a  person  who  has  con- 
tinually charged  all  those  witb  inconsistency  who 
differed  in  opinion  from  him.  not  by  examining 
their  conduct,  but  by  making  insinuations  against 
them  as  to  their  debts,  or  to  the  way  in  which 
they  may  have  acquired  money,  or  by  following 
them  to  their  youth,  before  they  became  members 
of  this  House  1  He  thought  the  gentleman  ought 
to  attend  lo  the  old,  but  iust  adage,  "He  who 
lives  in  a  glass  house  ought  not  to  oe  the  first  to 
throw  stones."    If  there  could  be  a  man  more  re- 


gardless than  that  gentleman  of  all  the  rules  of 
decorum  in  debate,  he  had  never  heard  him. 

As  to  the  charge  of  inconsistency  in  bis  con- 
duct, it  had  often  been  made  in  private,  and  as 
often  contradicted ;  but  as  it  is  now  brought  into 
public  view,  he  would  say  a  few  words  on  that 

It  was  said,  that  in  1791  and  1793  he  was  a 
member  of  a  Jacobin  society,  and  a  warm  de- 
claimer  in  favor  of  the  rights  of  man.  What  was 
said  respecting  his  beinff  a  member  of  a  Jacobin 
society,  is  one  of  those  falsehoods  of  patty,  which, 
though  known  to  be  unfounded,  is  still  reported. 

The  fact,  Mr.  H.  said,  was  this,  which  he  never 
concealed :  In  the  year  1791,  there  were  instituted 
in  Charleston,  a  variety  of  clubs,  (there  were  seve- 
ral before  that  time ;)  of  many  of  these,  being  a 
young  practitioner  of  the  law,  and  desirous  of  ex- 
tending his  acquaintance,  and  procuring  business, 
he  was  a  member.  Among  these  was  a  society 
called  a  Patriotic  Socieiy.  It  was  composed  of 
French  and  American  citizens  j  andheand  seven 
ight  other  young  practitioners  became  members, 
and  attended  one  or  two  evenings;  but,  finding  it 
composed  of  persons  from  whose  society  much  im- 
provement could  not  be  expectedj  they  never  went  . 
afterwards ;  and  so  anti-jacobimc  was  their  con- 
duct considered,  that  they  merited  and  received 

I  expulsion  from  the  society. 

As  to  being  a  declaimer  in  favor  of  the  rights  of 

an  in  1791  and  1792,  he  owned  he  partook  of 
that,  enthusiasm  which  at  that  lime  raged  in 
America,  because  he  was  deceived.  He  then  be- 
lieved the  French  had  been  unjustifiably  attacked, 
but  be  now  found  that  they  were  the  first  assail- 
Hethen  believed  that  the  treaties  of  Fil- 
nitz'and  Pavia,  of  which  they  bad  heard  so  much, 
were  realities ;  but  he  now  found  them  contempti- 
ble forgeries.  With  respect  to  other  parts  of  the 
French  Revolution,  he  tnen  believed  that  the  prin- 
cipal actors  in  it  were  virtuous  patriots,  but  he  bad 
;  discovered  that  they  were  a  set  of  worlhless 

ndrels  and  mad-headed  enlhusiaals,  who,  in 

endeavoring  to  reduce  their  fallacious  schemes  to 
practice,  have  introduced  mote  calamities  into  the 
world  than  ages  of  good  government  will  be  able 

Mr.  H.  said,  he  never  was  a  declaimer  in  favor 
of  what  eenllemen  meant  by  the  rights  of  man.' 
He  held  [hem  and  their  author  in  merited  con- 
tempt. The  pretended  factitious  rigbisof  man  to 
which  gentlemen  referred,  were  the  rights  of  a 
few  noisy  demagogues  over  the  rights  of  the  peo- 

Ele.  Though  he  uways  believed  this,  he  did  not 
now  it  so  well,  in  1791  and  179&,  as  he  knew  it 
in  1794,  and  since.  And,  therefore,  he  was  not  a 
declaimer  in  favor  of  what  the  gentlemen  mean 
by  the  rights  of  man,  but  he  was  a  warm  admirer 
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of  the  French  ReTolution,  when  he  ihou^hi  the 
object  was  the  establish  id  ent  of  the  true  rights  of 
man ;  but,  since  he  discovered  that  this  was  neither 
the  object  nor  would  it 'be  the  effect,  instead  of 
Tiewinif  that  Reroluiion  as  a  blessing  lo  the 
world,  which  be  once  thought  it,  he  now  viewed 
it  as  the  gieaiesi  curse  that  ever  afflicted  mankind  ; 
as  a  phial  of  wrath  from  Heaven,  the  bitterest  that 
ever  was  poured  out  upon  the  earth. 

There  was  a  certain  species  of  the  rights  of  man 
of  which  he  had  always  been  the  defender,  in  fa- 
Tor  of  which  bis  voice  would  always  be  heard. 
He  had,  io  a  well-known  instance,  advocated  the 
rights  of  his  fellow-citizens  in  the  best  maanerhe 
was  able,  and  in  a  maimer  which  had  obtained  for 
him  their  thanks  and  their  remembrance.  How  he 
conducted  that  defence,  was  well  known  to  some 
of  his  colleagues  in  that  House. 

Mr.  H.  dented  that  be  had  been  inconsistent 
with  respect  to  the  proposition  before  the  cominit- 
tee.  He  then  noticed  what  had  fallen  from  Mr. 
GiLEB  with  respect  to  the  decree  of  the  French 
Directory  not  heing'  so  inimical  to  this  country  as 
it  had  been  supposed,  to  be.  Mr.  H.  charged  Mr. 
G.  with  being  much  mistaken  in  supposing  that 
only  the  amount  of  eight  millions  ot  dollars  was 
exported  to  Great  Britain  and  her  dominions,  or 
that  thirty-six  millions  of  dollars  were  exported 
to  France,  and  lo  countries  connected  witn  her. 
Out  of  the  fifty-one  millions  exported  from  this 
country  during  last  year,  it  appeared  by  the  state- 
ment before  them  that  eight  millions  five  hundred 
thousand  were  sent  to  Great  Britain,  nine  millions 
to  the  Hanse  towns ;  to  France  and  her  dominions 
eleven  millions.  But,  he  asked,  if  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  knew  the  reason  why  this  amount 
toFrance  appeared  so  large  7  If  not,he  would  Cell 
hjm.  All  the  produce  shipped  for  the  British  West 
Indies  in  1797,  was  almost  constantly  cleared  out 
for  French  ports,  in  order  to  avoid  the  effects  of 
the  plundering  decrees  of  the  French  West  Indies, 
and  this  was  the  reason  why  six  or  seven  millions 
appeared  under  this  head,  which  ought  to  appear 
under  another.  But  the  gentlemen  seemed  to  sup- 
pose that  all  which  did  not  go  to  Great  Britam 
went  to  France,  and  countries  connected  with  her. 


et ;  and,  when  to  ibesi 

to  Great  Britain,  and  six  or  seven  millions  were 

deducted  on  the  ground  he  had  mentioued,  the 

gentleman  would  find  the  balance  was  not  very 

considerable. 

Mr.  H.  said  h;  should  not  notice  what  the  gen- 
tleman had  chose  to  say  respecting  the  British 
Minister,  except  as  to  the  improper  manner  in 
which  he  had  called  a  confidential  person  a  confi- 
dential agent  of  the  Minister,  and  to  say  that  he 
could  not  see  any  analogy  between  this  case  and 
that  of  the  Ft«nch  Minister,  who  fitted  out  priva- 
teers and  levied  troops  in  our  country  without 
Mrmission  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  had  entered  fully, 
not  only  into  a  justification  of  himself  but  of  his 
friends.    How  far  he  has  acquitted  himself  and 


them  from  the  weighty  charges  which  he  had  ex- 
hibited, he  was  not  the  proper  person  to  judge;  be 
left  the  public  to  determine.  He  mnsL  however, 
bes  leave  to  correct  him  in  one  of  his  facts.  He 
informed  the  committee  (hat  the  letter  of  Mr. 
Monroe,  which  hRd  been  quoted,  was  written  in 
December.  1794,  whereas  it  was  dated  Paris,  Sep- 
tember 10,  1795,  long  after  that  Minister  had  been 
ofiicially  informed  tty  our  Minister  in  London, 
that  the  British  Treaty  was  concluded  and  sigtt- 
ed ;  yet  this  lettei  recommends  (he  taking  of  the 
posts,  the  invasion  of  Canada,  and  the  cutting  up 
of  the  British  commerce  by  privateers.  He  did 
not  say  that  this  letter  was  a  proof  of  conspiracy, 
but  of  a  system  of  policy  which  was  very  contrary 
to  a  peace  system. 

But  the  gentleman  says,  he  (Mr.  G.)  never  pri>- 
posed  war  against  Great  Britain.  He  knew  it. 
The  gentleman  always  spoke  of  peace,  but  pursu- 
ed measures  which  led  Co  war.  He  did  not  speak 
of  war  when  he  recommended  sequestrations, 
confiacations,  &.c.,  because  he  loved  peace.  He 
did  noi  talk  of  war ;  buu  whilst  he  ana  bis  friends 
opposed  measures  of  defence,  they  were  in  favor 
of  every  measure  which  led  to  war.  While  they 
were  irritating  a  nation  to  war,  they  opposed  the 
building  of  the  frigates.  He  could  not  say  what 
were  the  viewE  of  gentlemen  in  doing  this,  but  he 
would  say  what  appearance  it  had  on  his  mind, 
when  be  wa£  far  removed  from  the  seat  of  Gov- 
ernmenC.  He  thought  it  seemed  as  if  gentlemen 
believed  it  would  be  well  to  get  to  war,  and  then 
rely  upon  their  fovorite  nation  for  support. 

Mr,  BaoOKS  again  complained  of  the  insinua- 
tion which  Mr.  Oileb  had  thrown  outagainst  him, 
which  be  said  was  not  called  for  by  any  circum- 
stances under  consideration. 

Mr.  Giles  assured  him  he  mentioned  the  fact 
alluded  to  out  of  no  disrespect  to  him.  With 
respect  to  the  date  of  Mr.  Monroe's  letter,  he  bad 
been  deceived  by  a  leaf  being  folded  down  at  the 
letter,  the  date  of  which  he  had  mentioned.  The 
gentleman  had  said  that  be  had  attributed  impro- 
per motives  to  the  President  of  the  United  States. 
This  he  denied.  He  had  said,  he  took  measurea 
which  he  did  not  approve,  and  be  hoped  a  differ- 
ence of  opinion  from  any  man  would  not  be  im- 
puted CO  him  as  a  crime.  With  respect  to  the 
explauacion  which  the  gentleman  had  given  of 
bis  own  conduct,  be  was  glad  Co  hear  ic.  It  waa 
to  obtain  this  explanation  that  he  mentioned  the 
reports  which  he  had  beard.  Mr.  G.  renewed 
the  assertion,  that  he  and  bis  friends  always  had 
been  willing  to  put  the  nation  in  a  state  of  defence. 
As  to  the  frigates,  he  gloried  in  his  voce  against 
them ;  but  with  respect  to  the  use  of  them,  the 
gentleman  was  mistaken.  They  were  intended 
to  be  sent  against  the  Algeiinei  only. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  said  a  few  words  as  to  the  state- 
ments which  had  been  made  with  respect  to  the 
amount  of  our  exports  lo  different  countries. 
That  made  by  che  gentleman  from  Virginia  was 
correcL  except  ihat  some  deduction  ought  to  be 
made  from  the  36  millions  on  account  of  (he 

Mr.  N1CB01.AS  made  some  remarks  as  to  the 
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date  of  Mr.  Monroe's  letter.  Thongh  the  dale 
was  Ds  stated  by  the  gentleman  from  Soulh  Caro- 
IiDa,heslitl  maiDtained  that  Mr.  Monroe  could 
not  hare  known  whether  oi  not  the  Senate  had 
ratified  the  British  Treaty.  Mr.  N.  hoped  the 
committee  would  tise,  and  that  he  should  be  per- 
mitted to  show  the  consetjuences  of  a  war  with 
France  at  this  time.  He  said  yesterday  he  should 
hare  been  willing  to  have  overlooked  the  past, 
and  to  hare  taken  the  best  mode  of  getting  out  of 
OUT  present  siluation ;  bat  wh.eti  gentlemen  say 
that  all  has  been  done  by  this  Qorernmeot  that 
coald  have  been  done,  he  should  consider  it  as 
treason  to  his  country  not  to  show,  thai  the  pre- 
sent  misunderstaQding  with  the  French  Republic 
was  founded  in  our  own  misconduct.    Not  that 


ewill  I 


r  the 


we  were  wrong  m  saying 
treatment  of  the  French  since ;   for  though 
thotight  we  gave  the  first  ofience,  yet  he  was  not 
for  bearing  the  chastisemeai  of  any  country. 

Afler  a  few  words  between  Hr.  Diyton  and 
Hr.  N1CH01.AS,  as  to  the  object  of  the  amend- 
ment, the  committee  rose,  and  the  House  ad- 
journed. 

Fbidav,  March  30. 

Mr.  Otib  presented  a  petition  from  the  free- 
holders and  others^  of  Roxbury,  in  the  State  of 
Massachusetts,  slating,  that  they  hear  with  con- 
cern, that  liberty  is  intended  to  be  given  to  mer- 
chants to  arm  their  vessels  for  self-defence,  know- 
ing that  masters  of  vessels  consist  of  a  great 
variety  of  character ;  that  among  them  there  are 
men  of  violent  passions,  and  that  the  distance 
between  putting  arms  into  a  man's  hands  and  the 
commencement  of  hostility  may  be  very  short, 
they  deprecate  the  idea  of  the' peace  and  hapj)!' 
ness  of  this  country  being  placed  on  so  uncertain 
a  foundation  as  the  pride,  caprice,  or  [tassioo  ol 
the  master  of  a  merchant  vessel.  They  pray, 
therefore,  that  vessels  of  this  description  may  not 
be  permitted  to  arm.  Referred  to  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  Harper,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Meao^  report^  a  bill  making  appropriations  for 
the  Htlitary  Establishment  for  the  year  1798, 
which  was  committed  for  Monday. 

The  amendments  from  the  Senate  to  the  bitt 
for  the  relief  of  refugees  from  Canada  and  Nova 
Scotia,  as  agreed  to  by  the  committee  of  confer- 
ence, were  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

RELATIONS  WITH  FRANCE. 

Mr.  Allen  observed,  that  when  the  President 
of  the  United  States  sent  his  first  Message  to  the 
Hou«e,  announcing  the  receipt  of  despatches  from 
our  Commissioners  in  Pans,  he  stated  that  it 
would  take  some  time  to  decipher  the  despatches 
which  he  had  received.  Some  days  afterwards, 
on  the  I9th  instant,  he  sent  another  Message  in- 
forming the  House,  "that  it  was  incumbent  on 
him  to  declare  that  lie  saw  no  gronnd  of  expecta- 
tion that  the  object  of  their  mission  coiud  be 
accomplished  on  terms  compatible  with  the  safe- 
ty, honor,  or  the  essential  interests  of  the 


It  had  been  observed,  in  the  course  of  the  debate 
n  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  stale  of 
the  Union,  and  not  in  the  most  candid  and  proper 

manner,  that  the  papers  retfeived  from  our  Com- 
Issioners  ought  to  have  been  laid  before  the 
Duse,  and  the  Presid«it  had  been  charged  with 
ithholding  them.  He  supposed  gentlemen  would 
have  been  satisfied,  and  he  was,  with  the  informa- 
which  the  President  had  already  communi- 
cated, that  our  Commissioners  are  not  received, 
and  that  France  refuses  to  hear  us.    But,  though 
as  himself  satisfied  with  the  information  he 
tt  present,  he  believed  there  were  many  gen- 
tlemen m  the  House  who  wished  for  more,  because 
there  is  a  paper  printed  in  this  city  which  is  con- 
tinually insmuating  that  there  is  something  in 
these  despatches  Which,  if  Ebey  were  made  known, 
would  snow  that  the  conduct  of  the  Executive 


has  been  improper ;  because  he  found  that  pajper 
often  speaking  the  laneuage  of  gentlemen  in  thia 
House,  and  which  spoke  it,  he  believed,  on  this 


occasion ;  and  because,  if  this  is  not  true,  he 
wished  the  people  to  be  undeceived ;  or  if  true, 
tlui  he  and  tnose  who  thought  with  him,  that  no 
such  blame  existed,  might  be  convinced  of  ihejr 
error  ;  he  proposed  the  following  resolution,  to 
which  he  hoped  there  would  be  no  objection : 

Saoitcd,  That  the  Presidsi^  of  the  United  StatM 
be  lequeateii  to  eommuiiicate  to  ^ia  Uouw  the  d*- 
ipatchca  from  the  Envoyg  Eitnardinuy  of  the  United 
StetM  lo  the  French  Republic,  mentioned  in  hij  Mu> 

Xof  the  1 9th  instant,  tn-  mch  porta  thereof  as  corl' 
aiiom  of  public  tafety  and  inlerett,  in  Ait  opin- 
ion, may  ptrmit. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  said,  he  should  have  no  objection 
to  the  resolution  if  the  latter  part  of  it  was  struck 
out.  If  the  President  thought  it  necessary  that 
any  part  of  the  correspondence  ought  to  be  kept 
secret,  he  would,  as  is  usual  in  such  cases,  inform 
the  House  that  this  was  the  case,  and  the  gatleriea 
would  accordingly  be  cleared.  The  communica- 
tion would  then  probably  be  referred  to  a  select 
committee,  and  such  parti  of  it  published  as  might 
appear  proper. 

Mr.  Allen  observed,  that  there  might  be  parts 
of  this  correspondence  which  it  would  not  be 
proper  to  oommnaicate  to  this  House,  even  confi- 
dentially. If  this  was  not  the  case,  the  President 
could  Eiill  communicate  such  part  of  the  corre»- 

Sndence  in  confidence  as  he  may  think  proper. 
e  wished  to  leave  the  President  to  act  accordii^ 
to  bis  discretion.  Without  some  portion  of  this 
discretion  being  allowed  him  the  Qovernment 
could  not  proceed. 

Mr.  Giles  said,  no  part  of  the  correspondence 
ought  to  be  kept  from  Congress.  He  was  not 
himself  satisfied  as  to  the  sincerity  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Executive  of  the  United  States  to- 
wards France;  he  wished,  therefore,  not  only  to 
have  the  correspondence  of  our  Ministers,  but  the 
instructions  which  were  given  10  them,  Mr.  Q. 
defended  what  he  had  yesterday  said  about  the 
President  and  these  papers,  and  hoped  if  the 
House  called  for  the  papers  at  all,  they  would  call 
for  all  the  papers,  and  the  instructions  npon  which 
our  Ministers  acted.    . 
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iNinoved  to  amend  ibc  resolution 
by  striking  out  all  the  words  after  the  !9[b  instant, 
and  insert  after  the  words  ''  this  House"  "  Che  in- 
■tructioQs  10  and."  7|his  was  not  a  time,  Mr.  L. 
said,  to  stand  upontrifliog  punctilios,  which  might 
be  proper  upon  ordinary  occasions.  They  were 
now  called  upon  losay  whether  the  country  should' 
be  preserved  in  peace  or  go  to  war ;  yet  the  cor- 
respondence, which  oaght  to  convince  the  House 
of  the  propriety  of  acting  in  this  or  that  way,  is 
withheld.  How  could  they  say  to  their  constitu- 
ents, 'Without  this  information,  all  has  been  done 
that  could  be  'done  to  preserve  the  country  iu 
peace,  but  war  was  inevitable?  And  If  war  is 
rushed  into  headlong,  without  due  consideration, 
and  consequently  without  ascertainiog  whether  it 
b  just  or  not,  can  it  be  expected  that  the  wishes 
and  aids  of  the  people  will  he  heartily  engaged  in 
such  a  war?    They  certainly  would  not. 

It  would  be  no  answer  to  say  thai  our  negotia- 
tion with  a  foreign  Power  would  by  this  means 
beezposed.  The  communication  might  be  made 
with  closed  doors,  and  no  one  could  suppose  aoy- 
tiung  would  be  exposed  by  the  menitiers  of  the 
Legislature  which  the  good  of  the  country  re- 

Siiies  to  be  kept  secici,  But  gentlemen  wish  this 
ouse  to  repose  the  strictest  confidence  in  one 
branch  of  the  Oovernment,  at  the  same  time  that 
the)^  say  no  confidence  can  be  placed  in  the  in- 
tegrity of  this  House.  [Mr.  Allen  exclaimed, 
wno  said  it  ?]  Mi.  L.  replied,  that  this  was  a  fair 
inference  from  what  had  been  said. 

The  latter  part  of  the  resolution  proposed  to 
tiansfer  a  rigtit  to  the  President  which  it  ought 
itself  to  exercise,  as  to  judging  of  what  it  was 
proper  to  publish  in  consideration  of  the  public 
safety  ana  interest.  If  this  power  was  given  to 
the  President,  he  might  withhold  such  parts  of 
the  papers  as  might  prevent  a  correct  judgment 
being  formed  upon  tnem.  He  was  not  himself 
disposed  to  cede  to  the  President  the  right  which 
he  was  sent  there  to  exercise  for  his  conalituenis, 
of  judging  of  so  important  a  question  as  a  ques- 
tion oT  peace  or  war.  He  could  not  basely  sur- 
render Uiis  light.  If  the  papers  were  called  for 
at  all,  he  hoped  the  whole  would  be  called  for,  in 
order  that  tne  House  might  form  that  sound  and 
temperate  judgment  for  which  the  present  crisis 
«o  loudly  calls,  and  for  which  the  people  of  the 
United  States  so  anxiously  look.  Indeed,  lo  pass 
the  resolution  unamended,  would,  in  his  opinion, 
be  a  shameful  dereliction  of  their  righls. 

Mr.  Bayard  thought  ihe  propriety  of  this  call 
upon  the  President  was  extremely  doubtful,  and 
as  it  regarded  the  instructions  given  to  our  Min- 
isters, wholly  improper.  With  respect  to  thecom- 
manicatioD  of  tne  despatches,  it  was  whollv  a 
matter  of  Executive  discretion  to  judge  wbet&ei 
it  would  be  proper  to  communicate  them  or  not. 
He  was  one  of  those  who  had  so  much  confidence 
in  the  Executive  as  to  trust  to  hi)  candor,  under 
standing,  and  integrity,  lo  determine  upon  the 
propriety  of  what  he  should  send  to  or  withhold 
from  thb  House.  At  a  time  when  it  is  not  known 
that  our  negotiation  with  Prance  is  closed,  it 
woul'd  be  extremely  imprudent  to  have  the  '~ 


ur  Ministers  laid  before  this  House; 

what  was  sent  here,  notwithstanding  any  rote 
of  secrecy,  would  not  long  be  kept  secret.  It 
would  soon  be  in  Europe,  and  might  do  us  essen- 
tial injury,  by  disclosing  our  ultimatum  lo  France, 
ind  by  showing  it  albo  to  the  world.  It  was  in 
.'ain,  Mr.  B.  said,  to  suppose  that  one  hundred 
men  could  keep  a  secret  for  any  length  of  time, 
however  important  it  might  be.  To  elucidate 
that  assertion,  he  referred  to  the  divulging  the  se- 
cret of  the  British  Treaty  by  a  Senator. 
But  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Qileb] 
IE  no  conUdence  in  the  Government  of  this  coun- 
try with  respect  to  its  negotiation  with  France;  and 
in  order  to  try  the  sincerity  of  tiie  Executrve,  he 
wishes  for  the  papers.  Does  the  gentleman  by 
this  mean  to  give  tlie  lie  to  the  Executive  %  Be- 
cause in  his  Message  he  has  told  ihe  House  that 
be  has  given  power  to  our  Ministers  to  settle  our 
disputes  with  the  French  Republic,  and  to  "  make 
all  reasonable  concessions."  What  more  does  the 
.gentleman  wish?  Does  he  wish  unreasonable 
concessions  to  be  made?  Surely  he  does  not. 
Did  anything  appear  in  the  conduct  of  the  French 
Directory  to  show  that  our  Ministers  were  not 
possessed  of  ample  powers?  No;  the  Directory 
never  knew  anything  about  their  powers,  at  least 
so  far  as  any  official  communica lions  had  been 
received  on  tne  subject.  There  could  not,  there- 
for^ be  any  ground  upon  which  the  gentleman 
could  rest  his  suspicions.  He  hoped,  therefore, 
the  amendment  would  be  n^atived. 

Two  or  three  gentlemen  were  on  the  floor  to- 
gether. 

The  Sfeaeek  said,  the  amendment  to  insert 
"  the  instructions  lo  and,"  would  come  first  under 
consideration. 

Mr.  Hah  PER  said,  he  did  not  mean  at  this  time 
to  enter  into  the  merits  of  the  present  question.  It 
was  important,  and  presented  itself  in  a  new  light 
to  the  House.  The  original  motion  he  was  ready 
to  have  voted  for ;  he  did  not  know  whether  he 
might  not  vote  for  this.  But  he  wished  time  to 
consider  of  it.  He  therefore  moved  the  further 
consideration  of  this  question  be  postponed  tiU 
Monday. 

Mr.  Allen  had  no  objection  t0  the  postpone- 
ment, except  the  mover  of  the  amendment  would 
permit  it  to  be  amended  by  a  modificatioa  of  this 
sort:  ''Suchpartsof  those  communications  as  were 
communicated  to  the  French  Government." 

The  question  for  postponement  was  put  and 
carried — 47  to  41. 

The  order  of  the  day  was  then  called  for. 

Mr.  Allen  hoped,  since  the  consideration  of 
his  proposition  had  been  postponed,  the  House 
would  not  resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  until  this  infor. 
matioo  was  received.  The  debate  of  yesterday, 
he  thought,  would  do  no  good  as  it  served  only 
to  alarm  the  public  mind ;  and  be  expected  if  the 
House  went  into  a  Committee  to-day,  the  lime 
would  be  spent  as  unproGlably. 

Mr.  Brooks  seconded  the  motion,  as  the  infor- 
mation called  for  would  certainly  throw  light  upon 
the  subject;  and  though  he  had  himself  sufficient 
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iikfonnBlioa  to  enable  him  to  vote  upon  the  ques- 
tion, many  gentlemen,  in  the  course  of  debate,  had 
made  a  great  hue  and  cry  alter  these  papers,  he 
hoped,  therefore,  they  would  be  called  for. 

Mr.  Nicholas  always  thought  it  proper  to  asl 
for  further  mformalion  on  this  subject  i  but  as  he 
had  been  told  that  when  it  was  received  it  would 
be  final  as  to  our  affairs  with  France,  and  tanta- 
mount to  war,  he  thought  it  better  to  decide  the 
question  whether  we  are  ready  to  go  to  war  or 
not  first.  He  wished  this,  also,  to  preveDt  the 
conseqaences  which  are  now  taking  place  from  a 

Seneial  impression'in  the  country,  from  the  late 
lessage  of  the  President,  that  we  must  be  involv- 
ed in  war.  In  consequeacH  of  this  persuasion,  he 
had  received  information  that  produce  has  fallen 
one-fourth  in  price.  He  wished,  therefore,  to 
come  to  a  vote  as  soon  as  possible  that  should  de- 
cide the  question  of  peace  or  war.  It  was  upon 
this  ground  that  he  did  ool  call  for  the  papers, 
and  upon  this  ground  be  hoped  they  should  pro- 
ceed with  the  business.  Delay  may  give  time 
for  measures  to  be  taken  which  shall  slab  the 
peace  of  the  country — which  may  go  beyond  the 
powers  of  the  Legislature  to  arrest  their  progress — 
if  the  business  of  the  Uaion  was  to  be  suspended 
until  the  call  was  made,  and,  if  it  be  favorablr 
answered,  until  the  communications  are  priDteu. 
He  hoped,  therefore,  this  delay  would  not  take 
place. 

Mr.  Baldwin  said,  if  gentlemen  could  reconcile 
it  to  their  own  minds  to  let  this  important  busi- 
ness lie  over  from  day  to  day,  it  was  more  than  he 
could  do.  He  was  surprised  to  fiod  at  first  some 
reluctance  to  go  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  ot  the  0Dion ;  and  he  was  now  sur- 
prised that  there  was  any  reluctance  to  proceed 
with  the   business.     He  would  not   indulge  sus- 

Eicions  as  to  motives ;  but  he  begged  them  to  be- 
eve  that  he  could  not  help  expressing  his  anzie- 
ty  at  the  prospect  of  of  any  delay  in  coming  to  a 
decision  on  the  question  which  had  already  un- 
dergone some  discussion.  He  had  never  seen  the 
a&us  of  this  country  on  such  a  dangerous  preci- 
pice as  at  present,  and  not  to  act,  but  let  things 
alone,  and  tne  country  will  soon  be  in  war,  and 
then  we  must  defend  ourselves  as  well  as  we 
can.  At  least,  this  was  his  view  of  the  mat- 
ter. But,  if  the  business  be  pursued  at  present,' 
though  we   fiud  France  has   behaved  towards 
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if  ne  wish  to  avoid  war,  this  is  the  time  to  pre- 
vent it  The  subject  is  at  present  before  the 
House  in  the  way  which  the  President  thought 
proper  to  place  it ;  and  if  a  call  is  made  for  pa- 
pers, it  is  well  known  that  be  will  not  be  obliged 
to  send  them.  The  information  which  ihey  had 
he  himself  supposes  correct,  as  the  President  had 
given  it  upon  his  responsibility ;  he  was,  there- 
fore, ready  to  vote  upon  the  question  before  the 
Committee  of  die  Whole.  He  believed  there 
was  a  disposition  in  the  country  for  peace,  and 
against  the  arming  of  merchant  vessels.  He  be* 
lie ved  that  hv  taking  pointed  and  decisive  mea- 
anres,  they  had  on  a  former  occasion  kept  the 
country  out  of  war ;  he  hoped  they  would  be  able 


to  do  it  on  the  present  occasion.  He  should  not 
object  to  calling  for  the  papers,  but  wished  not  to 
protract  the  business. 

Mr.  Gordon  was  surprised  to  hear  gentlemen 
say  the  House  was  called  hpon  to  act  upon  the 
opinion  of  the  President ;  there  is  certainly  some- 
thing more  before  the  House.  He  could  not  ac- 
count for  the  opposition  made  to  a  postponement 
except  it  was,  that  when  the  information  was  ob- 
tained gentlemen  were  apprehensive  they  could 
not  hold  the  ianguage  they  now  hold,  as  almost 
every  gentleman  who  had  spoken  upon  the  sub- 
ject had  complained  that  sufficient,  information 
was  not  before  them.  If  this  information  was 
nnneces-iary,  then  the  resolution  ought  to  have 
been  negatived  at  once;  but,  having  been  post- 
poned, he  thought  it  would  be  improper  to  pro- 
ceed with  the  questioD  before  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  until  it  was  received.  He  saw  no  rea- 
son, therefore,  for  going  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  except  to  give 
the  gen  tie  map  from  Vireinia  (Mr.  Nicholas)  an 
opportunity  of  doing  what  he  has  proposed  to  do, 
VIZ  :  to  show  to  the  world  thai  our  Government 
has  acted  Improperly  towards  France;  but  such 
was  his  opinion  of  that  gentleman's  perseverance, 
that  if  he  did  not  get  an  opportunity  of  doing  thie 
today, he  would  take  another  opportunity  of  do- 
ing it,  and  therefore  it  was  not  necessary  to  go 
into  a  committee  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  his 
speech;  and  he  could  not  see  what  else  it  could 
be  desired,  except  it  was  that  gentlemen  wished 
still  to  hold  out  to  the  people  the  idea  that  there 
is  a  considerable  part  of  this  House,  with  the  Pre- 
sident as  their  head,  for  war,  though  the  charge 
was  altogether  denied. 

Bnt  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  says,  that  the 
lale  Message  of  the  President  has  so  agitated  the 
public  mind  that,  believing  war  is  approaching, 
produce  has  fallen  oue-foiu'th  in  price.  If  the 
fact  was  as  slated,  he  did  not  believe  it  had  been 
the  Message  of  the  President  which  had  produced 
it,  but  the  decree  of  the  French  Direciory,  as 
the  iM  ess  age  contained  nothing  like  war.  He 
thought  the  insinuation  injurious  to  the  President, 
and  to  those  who  thought  with  him,  and  who 
were  opposed  to  war,  but  who,  nevertheless,  will 
not  vote  tor  the  resolution  before  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  because  they  do  not  feel  themselves 
called  upon  to  decide  the  question  of  peace  or 
war  at  present. 

Mr.  Daha  was  against  the  postponement,  not 
because  he  thought  the  Message  of  the  President 
had  caused  the  iall  of  produce — because  the  Mes- 
sage would  certainly  have  had  no  such  effect,  had 
it  not  been  accompanied  by  a  decree  of  the  French 
Direciory,  which  went  to  let  loose  all  the  French 
corsairs  upon  all  neutral  vessels,  and  to  Cxclude 
them  from  French  ports.  This,  be  believed  it 
iwas, 'which  had  produced  Ihe  e&ecl  spoken  of. 
But  he  did  not  think,  if  the  resolution  before  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  was  adopted,  that  it 
would  raise  the  price  of  produce.  Indeed,  be  did 
not  think  it  would  produce  any  eSect.  He  con- 
sidered it  as  an  unmeaning  thing;  and  a  person 
voting  for  it,  might  with  propriety  go  into  every 
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e  proposed  for  the  defence  of  the  couatry. 
It  was  one  of  those  yague  propositions  upon  which 
gentlemen  may  say  what  tneyplease,aod  he  looked 
upon  it  as  introduced  with  tnat  view.  And  since 
lEey  muscsuhmit  to  hear  the  speeches  of  gentlemen 
upon  the  occasion,  he  wished  the  husioess  to  be 
going  on.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia  told  the 
committee  yesterday  ihai  he  woulifgive  Ihem  a 
speech  to-day,  wherein  be  would  show  that  this 
coantiy  had  been  to  blame  in  respect  to  France, 
'  '  bj  he  doubted  not,  they  should  be  enter 
vith  many  severe  philippics  against  (hi 


a  which,  he  doubted  not,  they  should  be  enter- 
e  ;  all  these  speeches,  calculated  to' 


a  clamor  in  the  country,  must  be  submitted  to. 
He  wished,  therefore,  to  eo  from  day  to  day  into 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  until  eenilemen  had 
exhausted  themselves,  and  then  the  business  of 
the  nation  might  be  proceeded  with. 

Mr.  BHooKa  said,  for  the  same  reason  which 
his  friend  from  Connecticut  gave  for  going  into 
the  order  of  the  day,  he  wished  to  avoid  it ;  be- 
cause be  hoped,  if  till  Monday  was  given  for  the 
gentleman  to  consider  upon  the  matter,  he  would 
give  up  his  speech. 

Mt.  GALLATin. — In  whatever  he  had  said  in 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  he  had  made  no  allusion  to  the  papers  a 
call  for  which  had  been  proposed.  If  he  under- 
stood the  objections  urgea  lo  going  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
it  wa»,  that  the  House  ought  to  wait  until  these 
papers  were  before  them.  So  far  as  related  to 
himself,  this  vras  unnecessary,  for  be  had  not  com- 
plained of  any  want  on  this  head.  Not  because 
he  did  not  desire  to  have  the  information,  if  it 
could  be  obtained,  but  because  he  thought  it  best, 
under  the  present  situation  of  the  country,  first  to 
decide  whether  we  will  remain  in  peace  or  eo  to 
war.  For  if  it  had  first  been  determined  to  call  for 
further  information^  how  did  be  know  that  it 
would  be  given,  or,  if  given,  whether  it  would  not 
be  in  a  mutilated  state,  rather  than  which  he 
would  choose  to  act  without  it  upon  the  Message 
of  the  President  alone ;  ajid,  according  (o  the 
Qpiuion  of  the  gentleman  from  Delaware,  (Mr. 
Batabd,)  the  House  ought  not  to  ask  for  any  pa- 
pers whatever  from  the  Executive.  He  thought 
the  information  contained  in  the  Message  of  the 
President  was  sufficient  to  decide  the  question  at 
present  before  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  as 
there  stales  that  he  has  no  ground  to  hope  for 
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of  opinion ;  but,  coming  from  the  President  to  the 
Legislature,  is  matter  of  fact;  and  when  he  says 
so,  It  must  be  understood  that  he  is  not  witling 
that  any  further  negotiation  should  take  place  j 
and  thjit  all  the  reasonable  concessions  having 
been  made  that  can  be  made,  there  is  an  end  of 
the  negotiation.  It  was  true,  when  these  conces- 
sions were  made  known,  it  was  possible  that  he 
might  difier  in  opinion  from  the  President  as  to 
their  reasonableness;  but  this  House  has  no  control 
over  the  President  in  this  respect.  Therefore,  the 
information  which  he  has  given  to  the  House  is 
nifiicient  for  tbemj  and  they  ought  now  to  say  whe- 
ther they  wilt  go  to  war  v  remain  in  peace. 


The  gentleman  from  Connecticut  (Mr.  Dana) 
has  supposed  that  the  resolution  before  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  is  vague  and  inexplicit — 
merely  a  thing  for  declamation  and  speeches,  knd 
that  it  ought,  therefore,  to  be  disposed  of  as  soon  at 
possible.  He  was  himself  also  in  favor  of  getting 
through  with  it  as  soon  as  possible ;  but  it  waa 
extraordinary  that  that  gentleman  should  com- 
plain of  its  bein^  vague, and  yet  endeavor  to  make 
It  more  so,  by  wishing  to  see  it  amended  as  pro- 
posed. As  to  the  speeches  which  had  been  made 
upon  this  occasion,  they  were  not  properly  pro- 
duced by  the  motion  before  the  committee,  and 
could  not  be  charged  upon  the  supporters  of  it. 
The  only  argments  offered  in  favor  of  it,  (which 
had  been  in  some  degree  restrained  by  the  amend- 
ment,) were  to  show  that  it  is  not  expedient  to  go 
lb  war  at  this  time. 

Mr.  Q.  could  not  see  how  the  information  pro- 
posed to  be  called  for,  could  influence  the  vote  on 
the  question  before  the  committee.  If  any  gen- 
tleman could  show  this,  he  would  not  object  to 
the  postponement.  The  mover  acknowledj^ed  he 
did  not  want  the  information  for  himself;  it  was 
only  to  remove  any  clamor  which  might  be  used 
in  a e bate,  or  which  might  appear  in  the  {^peis. 

It  was  true,  Mr.  Q.  said,  however  obnoxious  the 
fact  might  be  to  some  gentlemen,  that  the  Mes- 
sage of  the  President  had  produced  the  efi"eot 
which  had  been  mentioned  ;  it  had  upon  his  mind 
the  effect  of  a  declaration  of  war.  He  did  not  say 
that  it  really  was  so,  but  the  effect  produced  upon 
him.  wa^  a  belief  that,  if  something  was  not  done 
by  the  Legislature  to  prevent  it,  the  consequence 
would  be  war.  This  conviction  he  felt  from  the 
moment  the  Message  was  read.  He  understood 
the  same  effect  was  produced  on  others.  And 
though  be  was  not  certain  about  the  fact  of  the 
fall  which  had  been  smA  to  have  taken  place 
in  the  price  of  produce,  yet,  if  it  were  so,  it 
was  not  produced  by  the  decree  of  the  Directory, 
for  that  accompanied  (he  first  Message  of  the 
President,  and  it  was  the  last  which  had  the  effect 
spoken  or 

The  efieci  produced  by  the  decree  of  the  Direc- 
tory, said  Mr.  G.,  we  know.  It  can  be  ascertain- 
ed oy  the  variation  it  has  produced  in  the  price  of 
insurance.  He  understood  the  difference  which 
had  been  made  by  that  decree  in  the  insurance 
of  vessels  from  London  to  this  country  was  five 
per  cent. 

Mr.  G.  chDoght  it  important  that  an  early  deci- 
sion should  be  given  to  the  question  before  the 
committee,  that  the  people  of  the  United  States 
might  know  what  they  had  to  expect,  and  in  order 
to  remove  the  idea  which  everywhere  prevails, 
that  we  shall  be  in  a  war  in  a  very  short  time.  It 
is  upon  this  idea,  said  b^  that  the  insurance  offi- 
ces refuse  to  insure  vessels  in  French  ports ;  not 
on  account  of  the  decree  of  the  Directory,  but  from 
the  Message  of  the  President;  and  it  was  with  a 
view  of  removing  this  impression,  he  believed, 
that  the  resolution  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Livingston  said  there  appeared  to  be  two 
objections  lo  going  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  stale  of  the  Union.    SomR  think 
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the  proposition  before  it  is  of  too  tfifling  a  Dature 
to  consunje  time ;  others,  that  it  is  of  so  great 
mogpitad^,  tltat  they  wish  lo  g&ia  further  iafor- 
matioD,  and  to  hare  time  Co  coasider  it.  The  first 
class  of  j^eotleiaeo,  he  though!,  treated  a  subject, 
confessedly  of  great  importance,  with  too  much 
leTity.  GeDtlemea  say  you  do  us  wroD^  wheu 
you  place  the  question  before  the  committee  iu 
the  light  of  a  peace  or  war  nuestion.  We  have 
no  idea  of  going  to  war.  Thia  was  the  language 
of  the  geDUeman  from  New  Hampshire,  (Mr. 
GoBDON,!  particularly.  Had  that  gentlemao  for- 
gotten wEiat  had  beea  said  by  his  eloquent  friend 
from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Sewall,)  who  sits  be- 
ade  him  1  That  gentlemao  had  declared,  not  that 
war  might  be  expected,  but  that  war  exists !  Was 
it  unreasonable,  after  such  a  declaration,  to  come 
to  a  resolution  which  says  that  it  is  not  expedient 
to  resort  to  war  at  this  time  7  He  thought  the  wel- 
fare of  the  country  required  it.  But  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  did  not  stop  here.  Though, 
he  said,  a  defensive  war  was  alt  be  wished  for, 
tmdet  our  present  circumstances,  yet  he  inToked 
the  Supreme  Being,  and  wished  we  were  in  a  situ- 
ation to  carry  on  an  ofiensive  war.  Yes,  ex- 
claimed Mr.  L.  the  God  of  Peace  was  invoked  in 
favor  of  war ;  tne  God  of  Mercy  was  called  upon 
to  favor  a  war  of  vengeaoiie ;  and  yet  gentlemen 
wished  to  throw  au  odium  upon  those  who  come 
forward  with  a  proposition  for  peace ! 

Mr.  L.  said  he  wished  as  much  as  any  member 
for  further  information,  before  the  House  proceed- 
ed in  active  measures;  but  he  was  far  from  being 
certain  that  complete  information  could  be  obr 
tained.  He  believed  great  opposition  would  be 
made  to  the  call ;  in  the  next  place,  if  called  for, 
be  believed  the  information  would  not  be  seat: 
he  supposed  this  from  a  former  refusal  made  on 
the  ground  of  Executive  authority.  He  depreca- 
ted the  decision ;  but  he  believed,  as  precedent 
would  authorize  it,  it  would  be  made. 

Mr.  Rdtledqe  thought  gentlemen  went  much 
too  far  on  this  occasion,  in  aoticipatins  not  only 
what  would  be  the  proceedings  orihis  House,  but 
also  of  the  President.  He  rose  immediately  after 
the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  (Mr.  Baldwin.) 
That  gentleman's  argument  went  against  a  post- 
ponement generally,  but  not  against  a  postpone- 
ment till  Monday.  That  gentleman  was  surprised 
that  genttemeu  should  wish  for  a  postponement ; 
he  was  one  of  those  who  excited  bis  surprise;  he 
was  i^  favor  of  the  postponement  of  this  question 
because  the  last  had  been  postponed.  He  thought 
the  motion  for  a  call  of  papers  ought  to  have  been 
passed  ;  but  not  having  passed  it,  he  wished  it  to 
pass  before  the  House  went  into  committee  on  the 
proposition  which  had  undergone  some  discussion, 
especially  as  he  did  not  believe  the  delay  would 
postpone  the  final  decision  upon  it  If  gentlemen 
would  agree  lo  pass  over  the  first  proposition,  and 
so  on  lo  the  next,  which  relates  to  measures  for 
the  defence  of  the  country,  he  should  be  as  ready 
as  them  to  go  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union.  He  doubted  not  the  gen- 
tleman from  VirKinia  was  anxious  to  deliver  the 
■peech  which  heliad  promised  to  the  committee. 


[Mr.  Nicholas  informed  thesentteman  he  would 
hear  do  speech  from  bim  to-day.J  Mr.  R.  hoped 
then  he  would  not  object  to  the  postponement. 
The  gentleman  from  Penosylvaoia  said  ne  wanted 
no  Information  ;  nor  did  he  himself  want  it.  He 
had  received  a  letter  from  France,  which  convinced 
him  of  the  perilous  situation  in  which  we  stood 
with  that  country.  He  had  seen  the  French  de- 
cree, and  he  had  seen  a  Gazette  which  had  io' 
formed  him  that  the  Message  of  the  Directory  was 
passed  unanimously  by  the  Coimcil  of  Five  Hun- 
dred ;  but  he  supposed  some  other  geotlemen  had 
not  sufficient  information,  or  else  it  would  not  have 
been  called  for ;  and  surely  gentlemen  would  not 
call  such  to  vole  upon  what  they  deemed  to  be  a 
question  of  war  or  peace,  without  it. 

Gentlemen  had  said  that  the  Message  of  the 
President  bad  produced  a  belief  that  we  shall  be 
involved  in  war,  and  that  produce  had  fallen  ac- 
cordingly. He  did  not  believe  the  fall  was  owing 
to  the  Message,  but  that  it  was  the  effect  of  the 
decree;  and  asked  whether  the  President  would 
noi  have  been  criminal,  if  be  had  suffered  the  des- 
patches to  have  slept  a  night  upon  his  table?  He 
certainly  would ;  tne  communication  was  Indis- 
pensable. 

Mr.  Sewall  was  sorry  to  differ  in  opinion  from 
his  friend  from  Sooth  Carolina.  He  was  himself 
against  the  postponement.  This  difference,  he 
supposed,  arose  from  that  gentleman's  yielding  to 
ihe  assertion  of  gentlemenMhat  the  question  be- 
fore the  Committee  of  the  Whole  is  a  question  of 
war  or  peace,  which  he  himself  did  not.  He  never 
considered  the  question  in  that  light.  It  comes 
in  as  a  bar  to  any  measures  being  taken  for  the 
defence  of  our  country,  or  from  getting  Into  busi- 
ness which  really  concerns  the  state  of  the  Union. 
What  were  the  motives  of  gentlemen  for  bringing 
it  thus  in,  he  could  not  tell.  The  readiness  of 
gentlemen  to  come  to  a  d«cisioD  upon  the  question 
without  further  information,  proves  that  they  do 
not  consider  it  as  a  question  of  war  and  peace. 
It  cannot  be  doubted,  that  if  the  Legislature  was 
called  upon  to  declare  war  against  any  nation, 
they  would  have  a  right  to  expect  thai  every  fact 
relative  to  that  nation  should  be  laid  before  them. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York,  Mr.  8.  said, 
had  thought  fit  to  allude  to  him  as  appealing  to 
the  God  of  Mercy  to  support  us  in  a  vindictive 
war.  Punishment,  Mr.  S.  said,  was  sometimes 
the  truest  mercy ;  and  if  the  United  States  could 
inflict  punishment  on  France,  It  might  be  metcy 
to  that  country.  And  could  any  American  citi- 
zen consider  tne  sufieriogs  which  the  French  Re- 
public had  brought  upon  our  merchanLi,  our  sea- 
men, and  upon  our  country  generally,  without 
calling  upon  the  God  of  Mercy  to  enable  us  to  in- 
flict punishment  upon  that  country  1  When  gen- 
tlemen say(andnoae  seem  to  deny  it)  that  France 
has  given  this  country  just  cause  of  war,  will  ihey 
not  say  France  has  given  us  just  cause  of  ven- 
geance? And  is  there,  said  he,  a  patriot  in  thia 
House,  who  acknowleoees  France  has  given  us 
just  cause  of  war.and  wnodoes  not  wish  to  Inflict 
that  war  upon  tnal  country  in  the  severest  and 
fullest  manner  1    It  was  impossible  to  prevent  the 
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wish.  He  could  not  himself  forbear  makiaff  use 
of  the  expression  with  which  thegentlemaa^UDd 
fault;  he  coold  nal  refraio  from  calling  upon  Qod 
to  enable  us  to  avenge  oiir  wrongs. 

Gealleoien  are  perfectly  Tfady,  wilboul  kuow- 
ine  bow  our  Enroys  hare  been  treated,  to  declare 
in  favor  of  peace.  Mr.  S.  noiictd  whit  had  been  said 
about  the  Mersage  of  the  President  having  cau!>ed 
the  fall  in  the  price  of  produce,  and  called  upon 
gentlemen  to  point  out  that  part  of  it  which  was 
calculated  to  produce  that  efiect.  This  fall  of 
produce,  he  said,  was  only  one  of  the  consequen- 
ces arising  from  the  wrongs  which  France  has  in- 
flicted on  this  countrf .  If  she  had  received  our 
BnTOfs,  no  such  thing  would  have  happened ; 
and  could  the  President  be  blamed,  because  he 
communicated  the  enormities  of  the  French  Re- 
public to  Congressl  Certainty  he  oucht  not. 
The  whole  mischief  ought  to  be  ascribed  to  the 

Mr.  J.  WiLLiAHa  WBA  against  the  postpone- 
ment. He  had  always  been  of  opinion  that  the 
discussion  of  the  proposition  which  had  engaged 
the  House  for  some  days  would  have  mischieroua 
effects  on  tbe  country.  He  wished,  instead  of 
discussing  this  question,  they  had  proceeded  to 
measures  which  went  to  placing  the  country  in  a 
state  of  defence.  The  reduction  of  the  price  of 
produce  he  ascribed  more  to  the  apprehension  of 
an  embargo  than  anything  else,  ana,  the  Senate 
having  decided  against  that  measure,  he  supposed 
the  alarm  would  cease.  He  thouzht  it  hadi>een 
the  object  of  gentlemen  to  alarm  the  country,  and 
to  induce  the  people  to  believe  that  tbe  Executive 
and  a  part  of  tnis  House  are  in  favor  of  war,  and 
that  thev  only  are  for  peace, 

Mr.  T.  Claibornb  said,  if  the  debate  continued 
much  longer,  ihe  postponement  would  lake  place, 
not  from  the  force  of  gentlemen's  arguments,  but 
from  the  length  of  them,  as  it  would  soon  be  lime 
to  adjourn. 

Mr.  R.  WlLUAMa  moved  to  adjuurn;  which 

Aud  the  House  adjourned  till  Monday. 
MoNDAy,  April  2. 


their  alarm  at  the  idea  of  the  peace  of  the  United 
States  being  placed  in  the  hands  of  men  who  may 
not  be  very  friendly  disposed  towards  the  inter- 
ests of  this  country,  viz :  the  masters  of  merchant 
vessels,  many  of  whom  were  formerly  British 
EubjectSj  and  who,  though  they  have  been  natu- 
ralized m  this  country,  atill  retain  all  their  Eng- 
lish prejudices  against  the  French,  and  may  exer- 
cise them  in  a  manner  which  may  lead  us  to  war, 
the  declaration  of  which  they  wish  to  remain  in 
the  prawer  of  Congress.  Tney  also  regret  the 
misunderstanding  which  at  present  subsists  be- 
tween  this  country  and  France,  and  trust  that 
every  means  will  be  taken  to  adjust  it,  without 
having  recourse  to  war,  which  must  wholly  de- 
stroy ourcommerce,  and  throw  the  weight  of  sup- 
porting such  a  state  upon  the  larm«rs  and  landed 


interests.     Referred  to  the    Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

RELATIONS  WITH  FHANCB. 

,._r.  Allen  called  up  for  decision  the  resolution 
for  certain  papers  from  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted 8tates,Jthe  consideration  of  which  was  posl- 
Cied  on  Friday  until  this  day,)  whic)i  having 
n  read — Mr.  A,  said,  he  would  agree  to  the 
amendments  proposed,  provided  tbe  roorer  would 
allow  the  same  ezcepiion  to  be  used  that  had 
been  proposed  on  a  former  occasion,  viz:  "except- 
ing GDcb  parts  of  said  papers  as  any  existing  ne- 
gotiation may  render  improper  to  be  disclaied." 

Mr.  NicBOLAB  did  not  think  it  would  be  right, 
in  the  present  situation  of  things — when  we  are 
told  by  the  President  thst  the  negotiation  with 
tbe  French  Republic  is  at  an  end,  and  that  there 
is  no  chance  ol  an  accommodation  taking  place 
between  the  two  countries — to  agree  to  any  ex- 
ception of  tbis  kind.  Galled  upon  to  act  in  this 
desperate  state  of  tbings,  he  thought  it  would  not 
he  right  for  any  part  of  the  paper?  which  had  led 
to  it  to  be  withheld  from  Consress.  The  Presi- 
dent having  thought  fit  to  declare  that  all  nego- 
tiation is  at  an  end,  and  that  he  is  without  bone 
of  an  accommodation,  it  could  not  be  thougnt 
proper  that  the  Legislature  should  be  called  upon 
to  act  upon  less  inlormation  than  that  upon  which 
the  President  himself  had  acted.  He  thought  the 
Constitution  must  have  intended  this,  when  it 
placed  the  power  of  declaring  war  in  their  hands; 
to  suppose  the  contrary,  would  be  to  suppose  an 
absurdity.  With  respect  to  the  probability  of  any 
part  of  the  papers  interfering  with  any  existing 
negotiation,  he  could  not  conceive  that  possible  j 
at  any  rale,  he  thought  it  of  greater  consequence 
to  act  rightly  in  this  case,  than  to  have  reference 
to  anv  improbable  circumstance  of  that  kind.  He 
hoped  the  gentleman  would  agree  to  withdraw 
the  exception  which  he  had  proposed,  as  to  retain ' 
it  would  defeat  the  call,  by  making  it  liable  to  all 
the  objections  which  were  made  to  tbe  former  ex- 
ception. Indeed,  notwithstanding  he  wished  very 
much  for  tbe  information  called  for,  he  should 
vote  against  the  resolution,  if  the  exception  was 
retained.    He  iherefore  moved  to  strike  it  out, 

Mr.  Allen  did  not  know  why  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  should  wish  a  different  form  of  a 
resolution  from  that  proposed  on  a  former  occa- 
sion. He  could  see  no  reason  hut  this:  he  did 
not  believe  gentlemen  wished  to  see  these  papers 
before  the  House,  When  tbe  resolution  aUuded 
to  was  adopted,  two  years  ago,  it  was  not  known 
that  any  negotiation  was  on  foot;  and,  though 
the  President  had  told  the  House  two  weeks  ago 
that  all  negotiation  was  at  an  end,  it  might  not 
be  so  now.  But  suppose  there  was  nothing  upon 
which  ibis  part  of  the  resolution  could  act,  it 
could  do  no  barm.  He  would  not,  however,  give 
gentlemen  an  opportunity  of  voting  against  tbe 
resolution.  He  would  withdraw  his  amendment; 
because  he  believed  the  President  would  be  autho- 
rized to  retain  such  parts  of  the  papers  as  he  may 
think  it  improper  to  communicate;  he  believed 
his  Constitutional  power  gave  him  all  the  right  to 
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do  this,  and  that,  therefore,  it  waa  immaterial 
irhether  the  resolution  coQIained  any  exception, 

OTDOI. 

Mr.  S.  Smitb  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  lo 
convince  the  genileman  o{  bis  error  with  respect 
to  there  being  do  desire  for  the  pa^rs, 

Mr.  Hartley  wished  ihe  quatificatioo  of  the 
resolution  had  not  been  withdrawn.  He  thought 
it  proper.  He  had  also  his  doubts  whether  the 
House  could  Constitniionaliy  call-for  the  inatrac- 
tions  given  to  our  Miniaters,  Mr.  H.  moved, 
therefore,  to  amend  the  resolution  by  re-adding 
the  exception  just  withdrawn. 

Mr.  Nicholas  ohaetTed,  in  reply  to  the  gentle- 
man from  Connecticut,  that,  if  our  situation  with 
France  is  changed  since  the  President's  last  com- 
munication, it  would  be  sround  far  a  new  Mca- 
nge.  But  the  House  could  not  act  upon  anything 
so  uncertaiii ;  they  could  act  only  upon  the  idea 
of  things  being  now  in  the  same  situation  as  when 
the  President  sent  his  last  Message. 

Bdr.  Harper  ^Bid,  when  this  question  was 
broD^hi  forward  on  Friday,  he  moved  the  further 
coosideratioD  of  it  until  to-day.  Upon  r^eciiog. 
however,  upon  what  he  thought  a  Constituiionai 
question,  it  apipeared  to  him  that  no  such  Consii- 
tutiooal  question  was  involved  in  ibe  present  re- 
■oltition.  The  presept  call  for  papers,  he  said, 
stood  upon  a  very  different  ground  from  that 
made  wnen  the  British  Treaty  was  under  con- 
sideration ;  the  objections,  of  course,  against  that 
call  would  not  apply  in  the  present  case,  as  the 
papers  now  callM  for  were  wanted  to  throw  light 
upon  a  subject  confesBedly  within  the  Consdtu- 
tiooal  powers  of  the  House.  He  therefore  held 
Ihe  call  not  only  to  be  Constitutional,  but  expe- 
dient- Nor  could  be  see  anv  ground  for  the 
amendment:  if  the  House  haa  a  Constitutional 
rieht  to  ask  for  information,  they  had  a  right  to 
•A.  for  the  whole  information,  and  Ihe  President 
would  jud^  how  far  he  could,  with  proprietVi 
comply  with  the  call.  But,  since  the  House  did 
not  know  that  the  communication  of  any  of  these 
papers  would  be  improper,  the  whole  ought  lo  be 
called  for;  and,  if  the  President  shonld  think  it 
proper  to  retain  a  part,  he  wonld  doubtlessi  give 
■umcieQi  reasons  to  the  House  for  doing  so.  On 
a  former  occasion^  when  it  was  moved  to  modify 
the  resolution  calling  for  papers  in  the  way  now 
[voposed,  the  motion  was  rejected,  because  it 

Cent  to  alter  the  principle  contended  for ;  and  he 
lieved  the  same  reason  would  lead  to  a  rejec- 
tion of  the  present  motion. 

If  he  believed  there  was  any  Constitution  at 
questlfcn  in  this  motion  for  papers,  he  should  vote 
against  it;  but,  believing  the  contrary,  he  should 
vote  in  favor  of  it — not  because  he  wanted  the  in- 
formation, as  it  was  sufficient  for  him  that  the 
President  told  the  House  that  the  negotiation  was 
at  an  end,  and  that  our  Ministers  were  refused  as 
audience,  to  induce  him  to  go  into  every  measure 
of  defence  proposed  i  but  as  other  gentlemen 
wished  it,  he  hoped  the  resolution  would  be 
'    agreed  to  without  amendment. 

The  question  on  the  amendment  was  negatived 
without  a  division. 


[H.o: 


The  question  then  returned  upon  the  rdsolntion, 
in  the  following  words: 

"  Retobeed,  That  the  Preudent  of  the  United  StalM 
be  requested  lo  commnnicate  to  tbii  Hooae,  the  initrae* 
tions  to,  and  despatcbei  from,  the  Envoys  Bxtraoidina- 
ty  of  ths  United  States  to  Hm  French  Republic,  men- 
tioned in  the  Message  of  the  ISth  instant. 

Mr.  Otis  said,  before  the  question  was  taken,  he 
would  state  his  intention  of  voting  egainsi  the 
resolution,  not  from  any  doubts  of  the  Constitu- 
tional right  of  the  House  to  call  for  the  informn- 
tion,  nor  from  an  indisposition  to  gratify  tl^^iatt 
geutlemeu  who  want  the  information,  hut  being 
satisfied  in  his  own  mind  that  the  facts  stated  in 
the  Message  are  true,  and  that  the  Commissionen 
who  were  sent  lo  France  were  empowered,  not 
only  to  settle  our  diSerencea  with  that  country, 
but  to  make  reasonable  concessions,  even  where 
the  injury  was  on  their  tide ;  and  the  President 
having  declared  it  to  be  his  opinion  that  there  is 
DO  hope  of  success  from  that  mission,  he  wished 
for  nothing  further  to  convince  him  of  the-propri- 


s  before  the  House,  he 


3r  peace 

Lgbt  have  wisheo  its  decision  to  be  delayed  until 
every  fact  relative  to  the  negotiation  had  been  be- 
fore them  ;  but,  as  he  did  not  conceive  that  anv 
such  measure  had  been  started,  but  only  that  sucti 
defensive  measures  should  be  taken  as  a  muchlesa 
degree  of  danger  than  at  present  existed  would 
authorize,  he  was  not  willing  to  take  any  share  of 
the  responsibility  as  to  the  ini^onveniences  aod 
evils  which  may  result  from  publishing  the  cor- 
respondence in  question.  If  the  disclosure  should 
endanger  the  saiely  of  our  Commissioners,  or  ope- 
rate as  a  discouragement  to  tlie  future  free  com- 
munications of  our  agents  abroad,  he  should  wi^ 
to  steer  clear  af  anv  blame  on  the  occasion. 

Mr.  Gallatik  observed,  thai  the  same  reasona, 
or  nearly  so,  which  have  been  mraitioned  by  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  as  indttcing  him 
to  vote  agaioRl  the  resolution,  would  induce  him 
(Mr.  G.)  to  vote  for  it.  He  had  already  stated 
that,  viewing  Ihe  question  in  the  light  he  did,  he 
did  not  want  further  information  to  enable  him  to 
decide  upon  it.  He  concluded  the  statement  made 
by  the  President  is  correct;  that  it  is  true  that 
there  is  no  hope  of  accommodation  with  the 
French  Republic,  and  that  all  negotiation  is  at  an 
end ;  and,  taking  this  as  a  ground  upon  which  to 
act,  he  was  willing  to  act  upon  it  to  the  best  of  his 
judgment.  Mr.  Q.  said,  be  considered  part  of  tb« 
measures  proposed,  to  be  measures  of  war,  though 
gentlemen^  called  tbem  measures  of  defence;  but, 
when  the  subject  should  be  gone  into,  be  would 
prove  them  to  be  those  of  war  ;  and  that  the  mea- 
sure adopted  by  the  President  in  relation  to  arm- 
ing merchant  vesseb,  is  a  war  measure.  On  this 
ground  he  was  ready  to  vote  against  any  such 
acts,  and  in  favor  of  anything  which  tended  10 
counteract  their  effect. 

But,  said  Mr.  G.,  if  there  are  senilemen  on  this 
Boor  ^o  conceive  that,  in  addition  to  the  infor- 
mation which  hat  been  given  to  the  House,  the 
despatches  will  give  to  them  more  irritating  matter 
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than  they  have  yet  had,  which  may  have  a  l«n- 
deQcy  10  change  the  opioioDS  of  those  who,  like 
him,  are  ia  favor  of  peace  measures,  he  had  no  ob- 
jection to  their  being  communicated.  He  did  not 
expect,  however,  that  anything  of  this  kind  would 
change  bia  opinion.  The  House  had  had  enough 
of  this  matter  last  session,  and  in  the  late  commu- 
nications; bat,  on  hb  mind,  these  would  produce 
no  effect  as  to  the  Question  of  peace  or  war.  It  is 
true,  as  hinted  by  the  gentleman  last  up,  that  some 
inconveniences  may  arise  from  the  despatches  be- 


out  boine  applied  to  for  it.  Bat  if,  after  haTing 
ezamintd  the  despatches,  he  is  convinced  it  wiQ 
be  highly  injurious  to  the  public  welfare,  or  en- 
danger the  «afety  of  our  Commissioaers,  or  pre- 
vent the  happy  iiaue  of  our  negotiation,  to  com- 
municate the  information,  he  will  either  give  it, 
or  state  his  reasons  for  withholding  it   to  the 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  decided  in 
the  affirmative — yeas  65,  nays  27,  as  follows : 

7iii — John  Allen,  Grorgs  Baer,  junioi,  AtHabam 
Baldwin,  Darid  Bard,  Bails;  Baitlett,  James  A.  Bay- 
ard, Thomas  Blcmnt,  Bichard  Brent,  Dand  Brot^  Na- 
tliui  Biyan,  iieauej  Burgei^  Samuel  J.  Csbell,  John 
Chapman,  Thomas  Claiborne,  William  Charles  Cole 
Claiborne,  Jdm  Cknpbm,  Willisni  Craik,  John  Daw- 
son, John  Dennia,  Geotge  fienl,  Lucas  Ehnendoiph, 
William  Findley,  Ralhaoiol  freeman,  Jr.,  Albert  Galla- 
tin,  William  B.  Giles,  James  Gillespie,  Andrew 
()r^g,  WiHism  Barry  Qron,  John  A.  Hanna,  Robert 
Goodloe  Huper,  Carta  B.  Harrison,  Jonathan  N. 
Havem,  Joseph  Heisler,  David  Hotnys,  Heiekish  L. 
Hoamer,  Walter  Jones,  Bdward  Livingston,  Matthew 
Iioeke,  Hatthew  Lyon,  James  Maefair,  Nathaniel  Macon, 
William  Matlham,  Blair  McClenadian,  Joaqih  Mc- 
Dowell, John  MUedge,  Anthony  New,  John  Nieholas, 
Joa^  PaAer,  Tbomu  Plneknn,  John  Rudedge,  jr., 
TDmpsouJ.  Skinner,  SamnsI  Smith,  William  Smith, 
Peleg  Bpragne, .  Richard  Bprin,  Jr.,  Richard  Stan- 
Cad,  lluuMNSamler.AbramTrigg^  John  Tiigg,  Philip 

Van  Ooftlandl,  Joase*  "  "  

P«l<«  Wadfwoidi.  J 

Nais- 

T,  Dwi^  Foatar,  Henir  Olcm,  Chaon- 
cey  Ooodndi,  Roga  Griawold,  Tbcmws  Hartley,  Wil- 
liam mndman,  Janea  U.  Imli^,  John  Wilkes  Kittera, 
ShmmI  Lyman,  Daniel  Morgan,  Lenia  R.  Honia, 
Harrison  G.  OtM^  leaao  Parker.  John  Reed,  Jas.  8cbiu»- 
man,  Samoal  Snnll,  William  Shqard,  Thomas  Sin- 
uickson,  Nathaniel  Smith,  QMige  Thatcher,  Marie 
.Thomaon,  Thomas  Tillinriwst,  and  John  E.  Van 
Alen. 

Messrs.  Allen  and  Hanna  were  appointed  a 
committee  to  wait  upon  the  President  with  the 
aaid  resolution. 

Mr.  KiTTEBA  reported  a  bill  for  authorizing  cer- 
tain officers  to  administer  oaths ;  which  Was  com- 
mitted for  to-morrow. 


DEFENCE  OF  NEW  YORK  HARBOR. 

Mr.  Sew&ll,  from  the  Committee  for  the  Pro- 
leciiou  of  Commerce  and  the  Defence  of  the 
Country,  made  a  report  on  ibe  memorial  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  of  New  York,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  insecure  state  of  the  harbor  of  thai  port. 
The  report  states^  that  Congress  bad  this  subject 
under  consideration  at  the  last  fission,  and  pro- 
vided that  aoy  State  should  be  authorized  10  ex- 
pend any  sucrt  sum  upon  their  fortifications  as 
they  should  deem  proper,  not  eiceeding  the  sum 
of  which  such  State  was  found  indebted  to  the 
United  Stales  in  the  settlement  of  the  accounts 
between  the  States  and  the  United  States.  This 
proposition  having  been  wholly  neglected  by  the 
State  of  New  York,  and  no  cession  having  oeen 
made  of  the  soil,  the  committee  recommended, 
after  staling  that  it  will  be  proper  to  include  a 
sum  for  purchasing  cannon  and  ammunition  for 
the  said  fortifications,  the  followingresotution: 

"  Raohtd,  That  a  bill  ba  r^Mited  to  repeal  the  pro- 
viiian  of  cesaian  in  the  act  pronding  for  the  fditha  de- 
fence of  the  porta  and  harbiMa  of  the  United  States,  and 
janvide  in  lieu  thereof  that  Ihe  fbrtificalioiu  which  shall 
be  erected  and  altowad  ittc  by  the  United  Blatas  pnnuant 
to  duit  act,  itiall  become  the  propany  of  the  United 
Btateai  also  to  provide  that  any  State  which  iball accept 
of  tliepn>paaalia«daby  dietaidact,  andptooeed  toSn- 
Ui  any  fntificalian  hsiMtrfcno  eomawnced,  and  whidtby 
the  PriaidenI  of  Ihe  United  States  ahall  ba  judged  of  we 
in  the  defence  of  any  port  at  haiboi,  or  in  nnldDg  any 
additional  fortifications,  undra  his  direetian,  sludl  be  al- 
lovred,  in  the  manner  proposed  by  the  Mid  ad,  as  well  ft» 
all  previous  ezpeuditnree  made  ainn  March  3D,  I1H, 
a*  for  tbeaipenaaa  which  shall  be  made  purauant  to  llw 
said  [Hopoaal,  not  exceeding  the  balance  in  which  audi 
State  reapee^vely  has  beat  found  indebted  to  tha  United 
Statca." 


FOREIGN  CONSULS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Oris,  the  House  went  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  appropriating 
a  sum  of  money  for  defraying  expenses  incurred 
by  our  Consuls  and  Vice  Consuls ;  and,  after  filling 
the  sum  appropriated  with  $30,000,  the  committee 
rose,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 
FRENCH  RELATIONS. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union;  whtfh, 
after  a  suggestion  from  Mr.  Pihckney,  that  it 
would  be  best  to  pass  over  the  first  resolution  and 
go  on  to  the  others ;  and  some  observation  from 
Mr.  N.  Smith  sgaiosi  passing  over  the  first  reso- 
lution, and  in  favor  of  coming  to  an  immediate  vote 
upon  It,  as  being  of  no  consequence,  and  deciding 
nothing,  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Habpeb  (or  the 
committee  to  rise,  in  order  that  Ihe  business  might 
be  postponed  until  the  information  or  an  answer 
from  the  President  on  ihe  subject  should  be  re- 
ceived; which  was  carried,  and  the  committee 
rose  accordingly. 

Mr.  Allen  informed  the  House  that  the  com- 
mittee appointed  to  wait  upon  the  President  with 
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that  he  would  take  the  matter  under  considera- 
tion, and  do  what  the  public  safety  should  seem  to 

ORGANIZING  THE  MILnTA. 
The  order  of  the  day  wa*  next  called  for  on  the 
bill  for  oi^anizing  and  disciplining  the  militia  of 
the  United  Stales,  and  the  House  went  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  this  subject;  when 
the  Srsi  section,  which  provides  for  the  esiabtish- 
ment  of  a  select  corps,  having  been  read,  a  motion 
was  made  by  Mr.  Vabnum  tl)  strike  it  out,  io  order 
to  try  the  principle  of  the  bill.  This  motion  was 
advocated  by  Messrs.  Vabkum,  Nicholas,  and 
W.  C.  Claibob.sb  ;  and  opposed  by  Messrs.  J. 
Williams,  Macon,  Shepard,  S.  Suith,  Habpeb, 
Brooks,  and  Davtok.  No  (juestion  was  taken. 
The  committee  bad  leate  lo  sit  again. 

Tcesdat,  April  3. 

Hr.  Harbison  reported  a  bill  providing  com- 
pensatiuQ  for  the  marshals,  clerks,  attorneys,  jurors, 
and  wilnes^  in  the  Courts  of  the  United  States, 
andfor  repealing  certain  parts  of  acts  therein  men- 
lioned,  and  for  other  purposes  j  which  was  com- 
mitted for  to-morrow. 

SURVEY  OF  NORTHWESTERN  LANDS. 

The  Spkakeb  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from 
Rnfus  Putnam,  Surveyor  General,  stating  the  dif- 
ficulty and  impractability  of  running  north  and 
south  lines,  according  to  the  true  meridian,  in  the 
inrvey  of  the  Northwestern  Territory  lands,  and 
snggestiog  the  propriety  of  repealing  that  part  of 
the  Taw,  and  requiring,  instead  thereof,  that  all  in- 
struments used  in  the  siiid  survey  be  adjusted  to 
one  meridian.  Referred  to  the  committee  on  the 
subject  of  Northweotem  Territory  lands. 

HEHORUL  ON  PUBLIC  AFFAIRS. 

Mr.  Gallatin  presented  the  following  memo- 
rial from  forty  members  of  the  General  Assembly 
of  the  CommoDWeallh  of  Pennsylvania,  Vvi: 
tr,  the  Cottgrat  of  the  Uniltd  Statu  .- 
The  Mimoiul  of  the  subKiiben,  membon  of  the  Oen- 

enJ  Aiaenibl;  of  Uu  CommMlwealtb  of  PGiuuytTaiiii, 

reqpectfull;  aheweth : 

That  your  memoiialiuta,  Utbfnlly  attentive  to  the  pro*, 
parity  md  happineu  of  tbcir  eonititauila,  cannot  eon- 
templatB  the  piewnt  crioa  in  the  iflain  of  die  Unltad 


thteateni :  and,  although  they  eIudi  no  other  influaoce 
oti  your  deliberadons  and  inDMCtiODa  ttwn  dtat  to  which 
diay  are  entitled  in  commmi  with  all  their  &llowH^tnen% 
the;  are  pemuded  thai  the  pidilic  eonfideoM  lepoaed  m 
Ibcia  will  at  once  jiulify  me  eifnaaion  «f  tbair  aenti- 
joaiM,  and  inanre  ■  liben]  bterpretatiaD  of  tbe  motiTea 
irttidi  actuate  Ibem  in  iddrening  thoae  aenlinwuta  to 
your  honorable  body. 

That  your  mamorialiati  will  not,  on  this  occaiion,  take 
a  ratnqMetivs  view  of  tha  eveDts  of  tbe  AqMnean  Revo- 
latkm,  in  order  to  awaken  a  aenie  of  gntttode  for  former 
■errieea,  nor  advat  Utlw  pecidiar  character  of  Enropeen 


war,  in  order  to  mitigvte  the  belinga  of  resentment  for 
recent  injuriei  on  the  part  of  France  ;  but  legarding  only 
the  existing  atate  of  their  country,  its  policy,.  it<  bterests, 
and  ill  independence,  every  principle  of  pBtriotiBm  impel* 
them,  not  merely  to  deprecate  a  public  annunciation  of 
hoatililiei,  but  finnly  to  diacountenance  erery  mesauie 
which  lenda  to  inflame  the  apiril  of  enimo«ty,  and  to 
dinolve  the  bond  of  amity  with  ihM  Republic. 

That,  whether  your  memorialirta  contemplate  the  in- 
dependent resourcea  of  the  Umon,  or  the  aid  lo  be  derived 
&ain  a  foreign  alliance— tbe  princtplea  of  ■  Republican 
tjglem,  or  tiie  mMna  of  grating  the  beat  wish  of  thcit 
cmutitucnu — they  are  alike  imprened  with  the  imiKwt- 
anee  of  punning  a  oonciliatoiy  and  padfic  eoune.  They 
peicein^  indeed,  no  ^oiyt  no  bmeUt,  to  be  atuiiied  far 
their  country,  throogh  the  mediam  of  a  war,  that  can 
cotapanaata  tat  the  Magnatioii  (rfcommetce,  the  mipCB- 
non  of  BgiicnKniB,  the  effioaioti  of  blood,  the  waele  of 
treaenre,  the  desolation  of  property,  and  the  depiavatioa 
of  morals,  which  are  its  insifarable  coneomilants ;  irtula 
the  iMue  of  the  European  coo^  moat  alba  leave  the 
United  States  without  an  efficient  friend,  or  fatally  aao- 
date  them  with  the  rival  of  thor  conunaroe,  and  the 
enemy  of  Republicaniam. 

Thu  your  memorialiita,  under  these  general  imprea- 
aioiu,  Bubmil  the  subject  with  great  aniie^,  bnt  with 
great  deterence,  to  the  connderation  oi  your  honorable 
body,  trusting  that  your  wiadom,  co-operating  with  the 
wiadom  of  other  dspertmenta  of  the  Oovemmaat,  will  be 
competent  to  the  preaerratira  of  peace,  without  the  aacri> 
Gee  of  any  eaeentuJ  right,  or  the  vicJation  of  any  in^pwt- 
ant  tnut.  Bui,  tbote  all,  your  memorialists  earnestly 
hope,  that  while  tbe  conslituied  authoritie*  ihall  dem  it 
unjust  or  inexpedient  to  engage  in  a  public  war,  tbe  neu- 
trality and  peace  of  the  nolion  may  not  be  put  at  haiaid 
by  Bu^oriziug  private  citizens  to  aim  and  equip,  under 
any  pretence,  the  veesela  of  tbe  United  States. 

William MaeUy,  M.  Leib,  Samuel Maday.P.  Hi^- 
lenberg,  John  Moore,  Balfor  Geebr,  Chas.  Shoe- 
maker, John  Coningham,  N.  B,  BoUeau,  P.  Frai- 
ley,  I^vid  Kraiue,  Isaac  Van  Horn,  Aaron  Lyte, 
Jaeiib  Pamter,  Abraham  Ham,  W.  Slairett,  Sam- 
uel Snyder,  Thomas  Mewhorta,  W.  Limnrd, 
W.  Hoge,  Isaac  Weaver,  jr.,  Mannel  Eyre,  John 
Sauhe,  -Jamea  Harris,  J<^  Raa,  Wm  FindlBy, 
John  Wright,  Abtalum  Hendiidt^  J.  Bonnet^ 
Isaac  Worrell,  Robert  FhilBMi,  Robert  WUhMH, 
A.  Baird,  John  Haoditon,  JiAn  SlaibM,  Chiia- 
topher  Lower,  J.  Keen,  Bamnel  Date,  J.  Bran- 
don, a.  Wilson. 
Mr.  Galuitik  moved  that  this  netiiion  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union.  * 

Mr.  Allen  was  stating  some  objections  to  the 
petition  on  account  of  its  purporting  to  be  from 
members  of  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania ;  he 
thought  no  more  weight  was  due  to  this  petition 
than  would  be  due  to  a  petition  from  forty  other 
individuals;  when 

A  Message  was  announced  from  the  PnEBiDEKT 
OF  THE  United  St&tes.    It  was  in  the  foUowing 

Otntlemen  of  the  Smote,  mtd 

Gentlemen  of  ike  }fyu*eof  RqtretentatiBU  : 
In  comidianoe  with  ihe  request  of  tile  Honae  of  Rep> 
reaentativea,  expreaeed  hi  their  lesolutiDD  of  the  Sd  of 
thta  month,  I  transmit  to  both  Hoosm 
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[April.  1798. 


and  dafntchea  from  the  Envoji  Eitnardinwy  of  ibe 
United  StBlH  to  the  FreiiGti  Republic,  which  weie  men- 
tioned in  m;  Mrnage  of  ihe  IDth  of  March  luC,  amjt- 
ting  onlj  some  namea,  and  ■  few  eipieanuoB  d«criptiTe 
of  tbo  person*, 

IrequMt  thatih«j  maj  be  coaudEred  i 
until  the  members  of  CoDgrei*  ate  fully 
theii  Donlenta,  and  ihall  have  bad  opponuni^  to  deliber- 
■to  on  the  conaequencea  of  thrir  publu^atian  ;  aileT  whidi 
timev  I  aubmit  them  to  joui  wiadom. 

JOHN  ADAMS. 

DnlTiD  SriTia,  April  3,  1786. 

The  above  Message  having  been  read,  the  gal- 
leries and  House  were  cleared  of  strangrrs,  aod 
the  House  was  occupied  ia  reading  the  papers  ac- 
eompMny ing  until  past  three  o'clock,  when  they 
Bdjoumed,  without  mftking  any  order  respecting 


Wekh^dat,  April  4. 

The  bill  authorizine  an  expeodilute  and  making 

an  appropriation  for  the  reimbursement  of  rooQcy 

advanced  by  the  Consuls  of  the  United  States  in 

foreign  countries,  was  read   the  third   lime  and 

Mr.  LcviNOBTOK  reported  a  bill  declaring  the 
assent  of  CoDgress  to  two  acts  of  the  State  of 
North  Carolina,  therein  mentioned,  which  was 
twice  read  and  committed. 

STATEMENTS  OF  TONMAGE. 

Mr.  Otis  proposed  a  resolution  to  the  House, 
eatiiog  upon  (he  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for  a 
statement  of  the  shipping  belonging  to  the  differ- 
ent districts  of  the  United  States ;  when, 

Mr.  Gallatin  obierring  that  it  would  be  best 
to  adopt  a  similar  resolution  to  the  one  formerly 
.  agreed  upon,  including  loreign  as  well  as  domes- 
tic shipping,  the  folliiwing  was  agreed  to: 

"  Rttoktd,  That  the  SecraUrr  of  the  Tretniry  be  di- 
nctod  to  lay  before  this  House  a  statemuit,  eihitntuig 
the  tonnage  of  shipping  bdonging  to  Uie  mien^  districts 
of  the  United  States  at  the  last  period  for  which  an  ac- 
coont  can  be  prepared,  disttnguiJilng  the  reglMsred  from 
the  enn>lled  and  licensed  touneige  \  olao,  a  comparative 
statement  of  the  tonnage  of  tcmbIi  employed  in  the  tnule 
between  the  United  States  and  foragn  countries,  bom 
January  1,  ITBS,  totbelBtestperiodalwbichan  account 
can  be  made  np,  distingoisbing  the  foreign  from  the 
domestic  tonnage." 

RELATIONS  IWTH  TRANCE. 

Mr.  KiTTERA  wished  the  House  to  take  up  the 
bill  which  he  reported  on  Monday,  respecting  the 
authorizing  certain  officers  to  adminialer  oaths. 

Mr.  Allen  hoped  the  galleries  would  be  cleared, 
in  order  that  they  might  again  go  into  the  con- 
sideration of  the  confidentiarcommunication  from 
ih^  President  of  yesterday. 

Mr.  Gallatin  supposed,  as  that  business  would 
QOt  occupy  much  time,  it  would  be  best  if  deferred 
tUl  the  close  of  the  sitting,  and  in  the  mean  time 
go  on  with  other  businesa. 

Mr.  Allin  said,  he  wished  to  lake  up  the  con. 
fidential  business,  as  he  supposed  the  papers  would 
be  made  public,  and  he  was  desirous  that  it  should 
be  decided  upon  as  early  as  possible. 


Mr.  Gallatin  said,  if  that  was  the  gentleman's 

inteniioD,  be  had  no  objection. 

The  galleries  were  cleared  accordingly  ;  and 
the  whole  of  the  sitting  was  occupied  with  this 
business,  without  coming  to  a  decisioD. 

TscBBDAy,  April  5. 

Mr.  D.  FoeTEB,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 

made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  sundry  citizens 

of  the   western   counties  of  PenosylTania,  who 


pray  for  compensation  for  losses  and  damages  sus- 

the  army  and  militia  in  the  Western 

1794.     The  report   states,  that  if 


tained  from  ti 


settled  by  the  proper  department ;  but  if  the  losses 
complained  of  were  not  of  this  kind,  they  must  be 
considered  like  other  sufferings  consequent  on  a 
of  warfare,  for  which  this  Government  never 
>  any  allowai 
ted  for  Monday. 

RELATIONS  WITH  FRANCE. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Dent,  the  House  resolved  to 
resume  the  consideration  of  the  conGdeuiial  comT 
munications lately  received  from  the  President,  and 
the  galleries  and  House  were  of  course  cleared  of 
strangers.  The  doors  were  closed  till  past  four 
o'clock,  when  an  adjournment  took  place,  before 
any  decision  had  been  come  to  with  respect  to  the 
puolication  of  the  communications. 

Friday,  April  6. 
Mr.  LiviHOBTON,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  recommitted  the  bill  for  the  rehef  of  sick  and 
disabled  seamen,  reported  a  new  bill,  conformable 
to  the  amendments  heretofore  adopted ;  which  was 
committed  for  Monday. 
The  same  gentleman,  from  the  Committee  on 
id  Manufactures,  reported  a  bill  for 


for  Monday.  This  bill  contemplates 
of  a  light-house  at  Old  Point  Comfort,  in  Vir- 
Ripia  the  placing  of  buoys  in  Portland  harbor, 
and  the  staking  out  of  Warren  river. 

The  House  severally  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  hill  declaring  the  as- 
sent of  Congress  to  two  acts  of  the  Stale  of  North 
Carolina  therein  mentioned,  and  the  bill  author- 
izing  certain  officers  to  prescribe  oaihs ;  which 
were  reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading  on  Monday. 

IMPEACHMENT  OF  WILLIAM  BLOUNT. 

Mr.  SiTOREAVEa,  on  behalf  of  the  managers  of 
the  impeachment  against  William  Blount,  to 
whom  were  referred  certain  proceedings  of  the 
Senate,  of  the  first  of  March,  reported  it  as  theif 
opinion  that  it  would  he  expedient  for  the  House 
to  adopt  the  following  resolutions : 

"Raohtd,  That  a  conferenee  be  desired  with  iba 
Seaata  on  the  anbjeet  of  their  reaitlution  of  the  firat  of 
Much  last,  relative  li>  the  impeachmsat  of  WilUam 
Blount,  and  thai  the  managers  appointed  to  conduct  the 
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mid  impwchmeDl  be  the  mamgan  for  til 


I  HamB  at  Ibe 


"  Raohed,  That  the  muwgen  of  thii  Hoiue  do  _  _ 
quest,  at  the  lud  confaenee,  thit  the  Bentle  w9l  appoint 
a  dajp,  doriiig  the  preeent  lemaa  of  CoDgieas,  Toi  the  le- 
tuTD  of  the  aunmoDB  directed  by  their  reoolation  of  the 
irrt  of  Mardi  aforoaid,  Eo  be  i»ued  to  the  add  Williatn 
Bloanl.'' 

The  resolutjoas  were  agreed  lo. 

STATEMENTS  OF  TONNAGE. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  Mouse  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  accaropaiiy- 
ing  two  siaiemeDts  ezhibitiD?  the  tonaage  ofship' 
ping  beloDging  to  the  seTcral  aisiricts  of  the  United 
States,  at  the  close  of  the  year  17% ;  also,  a  com- 
paiatiTe  view  of  the  lonaaze  of  all  vessels  which 
paid  datiea  in  the  ports  of  the  United  States  each 
year,  froiu  J790  to  1796,  iacluaively;  dislineuishiag, 
EeneraUy,  the  etuployiDeDts  of  the  vessels  of  the 
United  States  and  the  loQDage  of  vessels  belong' 
iog  to  different  foreign  nations,  in  pursuance  of  a 
resolnlioD  of  the  4lh  instant;  which  was  ordered 
to  be  printed. 


RELATIONS  WITH  FRANCE. 

Mr.  Macon  moved  that  the  House  aa;ain 
the  consideration  of  the  conGdeDtiaf  c 
eaiion  from  the  Pie^dent ;  which  motion  being 
agreed  to,  the  galleries  were  accordingly  cleared. 

After  the  doors  had  been  closed  about  an  hour 
and  a  half,  they  were  opened ;  when 

Mr.  Batard  moved  that  1,200  copies  of  the 
despatches  from  our  Commissioners  in  Paris, 
which  were  latelv  communicated  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Unilea  States  to  Coneress,be  printed 
for  the  n^  of  the  members,  whicQ  would  furnish 
each  about  twelve  copies  for  the  purpose  of  trans- 
mitting to  his  constituents. 

Mr.  8.  Smith  moved  to  amend  the  resolution, 
by  adding  after  the  words- "Congress,"  "and  or- 
dered by  the  Senate  to  be  published," 

Mr.  Dent  thought  such  an  amendment  would 
be  very  improper,  as  the  House  had  no  official 
knowledge  of  what  tbe  Senate  had  done  with 
respect  to  these  despatches. 

Mr.  NicBOLts  wished  to  know  whether  this  res- 
olution for  printing  was  in  order,  as  it  was  in  ef- 
fect the  same  with  that  on  the  propriety  of  pubr 
lishinz  the  papers  decided,  whilst  the  doors  were 
closed,  to  be  postponed  till  Monday, 

The  Speaker  said  a  distinction  had  heretofore 
been  made  between  "printing"  and  "publishing." 
He  recollecled  this  distinction  was  acted  upon  in 
the  confidential  basiness  relative  to  tbe  Algerine 
Treaty. 

Mr.  Gallatih  could  not  see  any  distinction  be- 
tween "  publishing"  and  "  printing  1200  copies"  of 
the  despatches  in  qaestion,  especially  as  gentle- 
men state  them  to  be  wanted  for  the  purpose  of 
sending  to  their  constituents.  He  should  be  in' 
favor  of  printing  for  the  members'  own  use.  as 
was  dune  in  the  case  alluded  to  by  the  Speaker, 
bat  not  for  publication,  as  that  motion  had  al- 
ready been  postponed  lill-Moitday. 

Mr.  Brooks  was  surprised,  when  the  injuoe- 1 
5th  Con. — 14 


tion  was  taken  off,  that  gentlemen  should  still  be 
opposed  to  the  printing  of  these  papers.  Any 
person  might  now  print  them  ;  agd  it  was  proper, 
whatever  difiereoces  of  opinion  had  been  ezpress- 
Mas  to  iheir  publication  heretofore,  that  thev 
should  now  be  made  as  public  as  possible.  If 
gentlemen  are  afraid  of  making  thent  public,  and 
wish  to  confine  them  in  the  dark,  or  to  PhUadd- 
phia  alone,  they  act  rightly  in  opposing  the  print- 
ing; but  he  hoped  the  motion  would  be  carried. 

Mr.  T.  Claihornb  moved  a  postponement  of 
the  question,  which  was  n^aiived — 42  to  ^. 

Mr.  Blocnt  always  thought  it  improper  to 
print  more  copies  of  any  papers  than  were  neces- 
sary for  the  use  of  the  members  in  conducting 
the  businessAf  the  House.  When  members  wian 
to  send  papers  to  their  constilucnta,  they  can  pur- 
chase what  number  of  copies  they  please;  for  if 
he  were  to  have  12  copies  laid  upon  his  desk,  he 
sbould  have  occasion  to  purchase  20  or  30  more, 
for  the  purpose  of  sufiiciently  communicating  the 
matter  to  his  constituents. 

The  question  on  Mr.  Smith's  amendment  was 
put  and  negatived. 

Mr.  Brooks  did  not  see  why  members  should 
be  put  to  this  expense  of  purchasing  what  it 
would  be  for  tbe  public  ^ood  to  circulate.  He 
therefore  moved  for  2,000. 

Mr.  Thatcbeh  seconded  the  motion,  in  order 
10  oblige  the  gentleman  from  North  Caroling  (Mr, 
Blodht.) 

Mr.  Harper  was  in  favor  of  the  2,000,  and  if 
any  one  would  move  for  3,000,  he  should  be  in  fa- 
vor of  ii,  as  he  should  wish  to  send  a  good  num- 
ber to  his  constituents. 

Mr,  Shepard  hoped  less  than  2,000  would  not 
be  printed. 

Mr.  Hartley  thought,  Rfter  the  motion  for 
publication  had  been  postponed  till  Monday,  gen- 
tlemen ought  to  have  been  satisfied  with  baving 
the  usual  number  of  copies  printed. 

Mr.  Qallatin  said  when  he  was  up  before  he 
had  made  some  observations  on  the  distinction 
which  the  Speaker  had  stated  as  subsisting  be- 
tween printing  and  publishing;  but  it  appeared  as 
if  the  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  Brookb) 
had  neither  attended  to  what  he  had  said,  nor  to 
what  fell  from  the  Chair,  when  he  made  a  kind 
of  reply.  If  he  had,  he  would  have  seen  that 
those  observations  did  not  go  to  the  question  of 
publishing  or  not ;  but  to  the  point  of  order.  It 
would  be  recollecled  that  the  publication  of  these 
papers  had  been  opposed,  not  because  they  wished 
to  prevent  their  publication,  because  they  knew, 
though  not  officially,  that  the  Senate  had  ordered 
500  copies  lo  be  printed ;  but  it  bad  been  opposed, 
because  gentlemen  did  not  wish  to  take  upon 
themselves  the  responsibility  of  the  publication. 
The  question  was  therefore  postponed  till  Mon- 
day. Mr.  G,  itaid  his  objection  to  this  motion 
because  he  considered  it  to  be  the  same  ino- 
which  had  been  postponed,  only  in  a  differ- 
ent form.  If  this  motion*  should  be  postponed  on  . 
Monday,  after  the  Senate  have  published  the  cor- 
respondence he  should  not  object  to  ii.  A  large 
majority  (of  which  he  was  one)  were  opposed  to 
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the  publication  of  these  papers,  nol  on  ihe  |^ound 
(rf  any  effect  they  would  produce  on  the  citizeos 
of  this  counlrjL  but  from  an  idea  that  they  ougbt 
not  to  be  publiilied  before  we  knew  the- final  issue 
of  our  negoliatioD.  He  beheved  that  every  geo- 
tlem an  who  opposed  the_pnblicattoD,  would  have 
wished  it,  if  the  publication  could  have  been  con- 
fined to  o\u  own  citizens.  He  thoaght  it  improp- 
Wj  therefore,  that  a  contrary  motive  should  be  al- 
tnbuied  lo  them. 

Mr.  Bbdoks  explained. 

Mi.  Findlet  said  the  dislioction  was  very  clear 
between  printing  a  paper  in  confidence  and  print- 
ing it  for  the  purpose  of  sending  lo  their  constit- 

Mi.  J.  Williams  said,  since  ihey  had  taken  off 
the  secrecy  from  the  consideration  of  the  subject 
before  them,  he  thought  it  mattered  little  wheth- 
AT  600  or  3,000  copies  of  the  papers  were  printed  ] 


would  be  wanted,  as  he  represented  at  least  3< 
towns,  and  he  could  not  send  less  than  one  ti 
each.  As  to  the  expense,  he  believed  an  hoar' 
debate  would  cost  more  than  the  whole  3,000 
copies. 

Mr.  McDowell  said,  this  question  was  the  same 
as  that  which  had  been  postponed  till  Monday. 
He  was  sorry  the  motion  tor  postponement  was 
carried,  because  the  same  tbing  is  now  attempted 
to  be  done  indirectly,  which  could  not  be  effected 
in  a  direct  way.  He  supposed  on  Monday  the 
House  would  receive  from  the  Senate  the  usual 
number  of  copies ;  he  hoped,  therefore,  the  House 
would  adjourn,  as  there  was  no  immediate  occa- 
lion  for  printing. 

The  usual  motion  for  adjourning  lilt  Monday 
being  first  decided,  the  motion  for  adjournment 
was  put  and  ne^tived — 44  to  37. 

Mr.  Lrov  was  in  favor  of  the  largest  number  ; 
and  if  he  fallowed  the  ruleof  ibe  gentleman  from 
New  York,  he  might  wish  for  7,000,  as  he  repre- 
Hoted  70  towns.  But  his  principal  reason  for 
voting  for  the  largest  number  was,  because  he 
thou^t  the  papers  so  trifling  and  unim|>ottBnt, 
tfaat  no  printer  wonid  risk  toe  printing  of  them 
in  a  pamphlet;  and  it  would  take  a  smul  weekly 
paper,  such  as  was  printed  in  his  district,  two 
months  to  print  ibem,  if  nothing  else  wele  inserted. 

Mr.  Macon  said,  in  endeevoring  to  give  so 
much  information,  they  would  give  none  ;  for  if 
tlte  number  proposed  to  be  sent  were  to  be  for- 
warded, he  should  expect  to  bear  of  the  mail  be- 
img  broken  down.  He  hoped  the  usual  number 
mly  would  be  printed.  He  had  no  objection  to 
die  pnblicatjon ;  but  he  did  not  expect  the  ques- 
tion would  have  been  brought  forward  to-day. 

Mr.  Orta  inquired  whether  the  gentleman  from 
Vermont  had  not  said  these  papers  ware  so  tri- 
ling  and  unimportant  thai  no  printer  would  un- 
dertake to  print  them. 

Mr.  Ltdn  repeated  what  he  had  said. 

Mr.  OiLES  moved  10  adjourn.  The  motion  was 
negatived,  43  to  36. 

Mr.  Cbimplin  was  astonished  at  the  apposition 
nude  to  the  publicatiou  of  the  despatches.    [The 


Speaker  remiuded  Mr.  C.  that  the  question  was 
as  to  the  number  to  be  printed.]  He  was  sur- 
prised chat  any  objection  should  be  made  as  to 
the  number,  especially  as  the  additional  expense 
could  be  no  object.  He  thought  it  proper  they 
should  speedily  be  published,  m  order  to  do  away 
the  false  impressions  which  erroneous  publica- 
tions may  have  produced.  Hedid  not  understand 
how  gentlemen  could  reconcile  their  wish  for 
publicity  with   their  opposition  to  the  proposed 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  to 
print  3.000  copies,  and  negatived,  there  being  only 
14  in  the  affirmative ;  then  on  2,000,  and  oegatir- 
ed,  43  to  38. 

Mr.  TiLLiNUBABT  moved  for  an  adjournment, 
which  was  negatived,  S7  only  voting  in  the  affir- 

The  question  then  recurred  on  printing  l,20(j. 

Mr.  Macon  moved  to  strike  out  1,200  and  in- 
sert the  usual  number;  whicb,  after  some  obser- 
vations from  Mr.  BAVAao  in  favor  of  1,300  copies, 
was  negatived. 

The  question  was  then  taken  and  the  motion  to 
print  1,200  adopted. 

MOND.AY,  April  9. 

The  bill  declaring  the  assent  of  Congress  lo 

tivo  acts  of  the  Slate  of  North  Carolina,  and  the 

bill  to  authorize  certain  officers  and  other  persons 

to  administer  oaths,  were  read  the  third  time  and 

FORTIFICATIONS. 

Mr.  8.  Smitb  wished  the  House  lo  go  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  stwe  of  the 
Union,  in  order  to  take  into  consideration  the  for- 
tificHtion  of  our  ports  and  harbors. 

The  motion  was  put  and  carried,  and  the  House 
accordingly  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union.  Mr.  Deict 
in  the  Chair;  when,  the  Chairman  naviog  read 
over  the  different  subjects  which  had  been  referr- 
ed to  that  committee, 

Mr.  Allek  hoped  the  committee  would  first 
come  to  a  decision  upon  the  first  resolution  of  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland,  |[Mr.  Sprioq,)  which 
bad  already  undergone  considerable  discussion. 

Mr.  Matthews  moved  a  postponement  of  that 
resolution. 

Mr.  Sprioo  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  Allbr  hoped  it  would  not  be  postponed. 
He  wished  to  bear  some  reason  why  such  a  reso- 
lution should  still  lie  on  the  table,  as  while  it  lay 
there  it  would  seem  as  if  there  was  an  intention 
of  hereafter  calline  it  up.  He  hoped,  therefore, 
if  it  were  not  withdrawn,  a  decision  would  be 
bad  upon  it.  The  design  in  bringing  it  forward 
was  evident ;  but  he  trusted  there  was  no  gentle- 
man of  the  committee  who  now  wished  lo  pass 
such  a  resolution;  and  he  hoped,  if  it  was  not 
withdrawn,  it  would  be  rejected. 

Mr.  Harpeb  differed  in  opinion  with  the  gen- 
tleman from  Connecticut.  He  saw  no  advantage 
that  could  arise  from  rejecting  the  resolutian,  any 
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»Tnring  it ;  bai  gteal 

te  frDm  a  long  diacuuion  of 


heat  i 

OQ  with  harmoDv  ii 
losing  sighl  of  alt  i 
taken  place  either  id 
Mt.  J.  Pabkeb  h 
|)ostpoaed,  because  he  believed  if  it  v 
ed  ii  would  never  be  called  up  again. 


more  than  fram  eai 

DJence  might  arise  ^  _    .     .. 

If  tbe  TesuuiioD  had  been  called  upby  iu  friends, 
he  vhould  have  used  hii  eadeavori  to  bare  defeat- 
ed it;  but  as  the  suppoiters  of  it  were  willing  to 
let  it  lie,  he  thought  those  who  had  always  deem- 
ed it  an  improper  question  ought  not  to  object 
to  it. 

Mr.  Sewall  believed,  that  if  the  geottt 
fiom  Conneeticat  recolleeied  that  this  proposition 
-was  not  made  in  the  House,  but  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  and  therefore  could  not  ^o  upon  the 
JoDrnal,  he  would  consent  to  its  lying.  If  the 
geatleman  from  Maryland  (Mr.  SpRifio)  would 
think  fit  10  withdraw  his  reeolution,  it  migbt  be 
well;  if  not,  a  poslponeiaent  might  be  well. 

Mr.  J.  Williams  hoped  this  proposition  would 
be  suffered  to  lie  over,  aod  that  noibing  would  be 
Mid  about  this  or  anything  else  that  could  produce 
"  ~ ;  but  that  they  might  go 
ne  business  of  the  Union, 
lunderstandings  which  had 
:  out  of  doors. 
I  shed   the   proposition   to   be 
.  i._i: J  .r  ;.  ,_^  postpoo- 

,     „  He  hoped. 

therefore,  the  genllenian  from  Coonecticut  woulo 
suffer  the  subject  to  pass,  that  the  committee 
might  proceed  la  measures  which  are  necessary 
for  the  defence  of  the  country,  and  upon  wbich, 
be  trusted,  there  would  be  but  liltte  difference  ol 
Opinion. 

Mr.  NicBOLAB  hoped  tbe  resoluiioa  would  be 
postponed,  or  got  rid  of  some  other  way.  When 
11  was  brought  forward  he  thought  it  perfectly 
poper.  and  he  also  thought  the  efiect  then  intend- 
ed to  be  produced  by  it  now  proper.  But  as  he 
nippoaed  there  were  other  ways  ia  which  the 
friends  of  peace  miglit  express  their  opinion,  and 
at  he  apprehended  a  further  discussion  of  the  pro- 

nitton,  after  the  publication  of  our  late  despatches 
B  PntDce.  might  give  rise  lo  an  idea  that  the 
■apportera  of  it  were  willing  to  remain  at  peace 
even  upon  the  terms  ptoposM  by  the  French  Min- 
btei  ot  Foreign  Relations,  (which  he  was  sure 
waa  not  the  case,)  he  wished  the  subject  to  be  put 
aside,  either  by  being  postponed  or  withdrawn. 
He  was  as  much  as  ever  af^ainst  taking  measures 
which  might  lead  to  hostility,  but  he  trusted  other 
opportunities  would  occur  of  showing  this  dispo- 
sition without  a  further  discussion  of  the  proposi- 


earried. 

Mr.  Sewall  then  moved  that  tl 
go  into  the  coasidetaiion  of  a  resolution  reported 
on  the  61h  of  March,  for  appropriating  a  sum  of 
uoney  for  fortifying  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the 
United  Stales. 
•It  was  accordingly  read. 

Mr.  Magoh  desired  to  know  to  what  extent  it 
was  wished  to  carry  these  for  I  ih  cations. 

Mr.  Sbwall  thought  it  best  to  leave  this  busi- 
BMs,  in  some  measure,  to  the  discretion  of  the 
President  of  the  United  Slates,  and  for  this  pur- 
poM  he  pcopoaed  to  amend  the  resolation  by  add- 


ing  the  following  words :  "  And  that  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  be  authorized  to  make 
such  additional  and  other  fortiScalions  as  the 
common  defence  may  seem  to  require." 

Mr.  Macon  was  apprehensive  that  all  the  mo- 
ney expended  on  this  object  would  be  thrown 
away.  It  had  heretofore  been  successfully  shown 
that  the  most  expensive  works  of  this  kind  in  the 
United  Sutes  were  wholly  useless  from  their  im- 

E roper  situation.  Besides,  he  did  not  think  forti- 
cations  were  found  of  much  use  in  the  late  war. 
He  knew  of  only  two  instances  in  which  effee- 
tual  resistance  was  made  by  ifaem.  It  would  be 
seen  that  in  Europe  fortifications  were  now  less 
attended  to  than  they  had  heretofore  been.  In- 
deed, he  believed  if  tne  United  States  were  to  go 
into  an  expensive  scale  of  fortifications,  the  reve- 
nues of  the  country  would  not  be  equal  to  it,  and 
he  thought  money  might  be  much  more  advanta- 
geously expended. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  admitted  that  some  of  the  fortifi- 
cations of  the  Union  might  have  been  improperly 
placed,  but  could  not  agree  with  the  gentleman 
from  North  Carolina  as  to  their  inutility.  -  At  the 
last  session,  Mr.  S.  said,  there  remained  an  uneS' 
pended  balance  of  $32,000  for  this  object,  and 
Congress  then  appropriated  $115,000.  But  a 
smaH  part  of  this  money,  he  observed,  had  been 
expended.  The  reason  which  the  Secretary  of 
War  gives  for  this  is,  that  he  did  not  think  it  pro- 
per to  expend  more  because  we  bad  not  men  to 
nil  the  fortifications  when  they  should  be  ready  to 
receive  them.  He  wished  the  Secretary  of  War 
had  not  exercised  ihiE  opinion,  but  had  laid  out 
the  money  as  directed.  The  select  committee, 
he  said,  had  taken  into  view  the  several  place*  to 
which  it  would  be  proper  to  attend,  which  he  sup- 
posed would  be  enumerated  when  a  bill  was 
Orousbt  in.  The  sum  which  it  was  supposed 
wouiahe  wanted,  in  addition  to  the  money  alrea- 
dy in  hand,  was  estimated  at  8115,000.  The 
amendment  was  intended  to  empower  the  Presi- 
to  erect  a  post  on  the  Chesapeake,  which^he 
believed,  from  the  account  given  of  the  situalton 
by  gentlemen  from  that  quarter  would  be  very 

The  question  on  the  amendment  was  put  and 

Mr.  Datton  (the  Speaker)  approved  of  the 
resolutioti,  but  hoped  when  tbe  select  commit- 
tee reported  a  bill  they  would  be  prepared  to  give 

-•  information  as  to  two  points ;  first,  as  to  the 

on  of  the  jurisdiction  of  tbe  places  whereon 
are  to  be  erected,  to  the  United  Slates :  and, 
secondly,  as  to  the  instances  in  which  the  States 
have  purchased  the  soil  without  the  previous  con- 
t  of  the  State  to  which  it  belonged.  He  was 
by  no  means  prepared,  at  present,  to  consent  to  . 
the  laying  out  of  any  money  on  fortifications,  '.he 

KioT  cession  of  the  jurisdiction  of  which  had  not 
en  made  to  the  United  States.     He  did  not 
know  but  he  might  eventually  be  obliged  to  waive 
thisobjection,but  he  hoped  this  information  would 
be  given. 
Mr.  J.  WtLUaHS  supposed  it  would  be  proper 
instruct  the  committee  to  the  effect  which  the 
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geutlemaa  from  New  Jeisey  had  slated,  if  he 
wished  ihem  to  report  in  the  way  he  had  mentioa- 
ed.  But  he  did  not  think  this  was  a  time  to  in- 
quire into  this  iuhject^  hut  to  fortify  the  coast  in 
tnose  places  where  it  is  most  vulnerable,  iodepen- 
dent  of  any  other  co as i deration. 

The  resolution  was  put  and  carried,  there  being 
71  members  in  its  favor. 

Mr.  Sbwall  said,  it  was  proper  that  Coagre» 
•hould  come  (o  some  determination  with  respect 
to  the  fortifications  in  the  port  of  New  York,  aa 
the  Legislature  of  that  State  is  now  silting,  and 
when  they  know  the  determination  of  Congress 
they  can  act  accordingly.  He  called  up,  there- 
lore,  for  coa^ideration,  the  report  of  the  Commit- 
tee for  the  Protection  of  Cotnmerce  and  the  De- 
fence of  the  Country  on  the  memorial  of  the 
New  York  Chamber  of  Commerce. 

The  report  having  been  rend,  the  resolution  re- 
commended was  agreed  to. 

The  committee  rose  and  reported  the  lesolu' 
tions,  which  being  agreed  to,a  bill  was  directed  to 
be  brought  in  accordingly. 

BELIEF  FOR  SEAMEN. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Livinqston.  the  House  went 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  for 
the  relief  of  sick  and  disabled  seamen,  and,  after 
adoptiog  some  amendments,  the  bill  was  agreed- 
to,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 
[This  bill  proposes  the  payment  of  twenty  cents  a 
month  by  every  seaman  in  the  United  States  to- 
wards the  support  of  hospitals  for  sick  and  disa- 
bled  seamen.] 

INVALID  PENSIONERS. 

Mr.  D.  FosTEB  called  up  for  decision  the  report 
of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  a  reioloticm  di- 
recting them  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
amending  the  laws  respecting  invalid  pensioners; 
which  was  accordlugiy  read  and  concurred  in.  It 
was  against  any  alterations  in  the  existing  lawa. 
NATIONAL  DEFENCES. 

Mr.  Sewali,  from  the  Committee  for  the  Pro- 
tection of  Commerce  and  the  Defence  of  the 
Country,  made  a  further  report,  as  follows: 

That  it  ii  eipedient  to  authorize  the  Preudantof  the 
United  States  Co  erect  fbrti£catians  in  aQcfa  paiia  and 
placet  near  the  seocout  aa,  in  his  judgment,  shall  be  re- 
quisite and  advantageous  for  the  common  defence. 

Thit  s  cotuiderable  addition  is  requisite  ta  be  made 
to  the  corps  of  artilterists  and  engineers  already  estab- 
lished, to  be  employed  in  the  several  fortifications  which 
have  been  and  which  shall  be  erected  on  or  near  the 


That  a  lai^  snpplj  of  cannon,  arms,  and  ammuni- 
tion is  necessary  to  be  immediately  provided  for  the  ler- 
vloa  of  the  United  Sute*. 

An  addition  to  a  resolve  heretofore  reported,  and  un- 
der the  consideration  of  the  House,  will  effect  the  first 
mentioned  objecL 

For  the  others,  the  eommittee  recommend  the  follow- 
ing  resolutions : 

Sttolvtd,  That  the  Preiident  of  the  United  States 

he  anthoriied  to  rsise  and  establish companies 

of  artillerista  and  engineeia,  in  addition  to  the  present 


Sfotoed,  That  the  snm  of dollars  be  sppn»> 

priated  by  law  for  the  purchase  of  cannon,  arma,  and 
for  the  service  of  the  United  States. 


REUBEN  SMITH  AND  NATHAN  STRONG. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Livinoston,  the  House  went 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  a  favorable 
report  on  the  petitions  of  Reuben  Smith  and  Na- 
than Strong,  which  being  agreed  to,  the  commit' 
tee  rose,  and  a  bill  was  ordered  to  be  brought  in 
accordingly. 

ToEBDaY,  April  10. 

Mr.  Sbwai.1.  reported  a  bill  supplementary  to 

the  act  for  the  proteclioa  of  the  potts  and  harbors 


A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate,  in- 
forming the  House  that  the  Senate  had  passed  a 
bill  for  providing  an  additional  armament  for  the 

Srotection  of  the  trade  of  the  United  States,  atld 
)r  other  purposes,  to  which  they  ask  the  concur- 
rence of  the  House ;  and  that  they  have  agreed 
to  a  conference  on  the  subject  of  W.  Blount^  im- 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  providing  an  addi- 
tional armament  (viz:  a  number  of  vessels  not 
exceeding  sixteen  of  23  guns  each,  for  which  It  is 
proposed  to  appropriate  $950,000)  was  twice  read 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union. 

RELATIONS  WITH  FRANCE. 

Mr.  GoRDon  said,  as  he  understood  the  Senate 
had  ordered  a  number  of  copies  to  be  printed  of 
the  instructions  ^iven  by  the  Executive  to  out 
Envoys  Extraordinary  to  the  French  Republie, 
he  should  move  that  600  copies  of  these  instruc- 
tions be  printed  for  the  use  oi  the  members  of  thia 

The  Speaker  said,  that  previous  to  the  receir- 
ing  of  such  a  motion,  it  would  be  necessary  ^ 
clear  the  galleries  atid  House  of  straogera,-  ai  all 
the  proceedings  on  that  subject  had  been  bad,  and 
must  continue  to  be  bad,  with  closed  doors,  until 
the  injunction  of  secrecy  was  taken  off. 

The  motion  was  not  persisted  in. 

ORGANIZING  THE  MILITIA. 

The  House  next  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  bill  for  orsanixing,  disciplining,  and 
arming  the  militia  of  the  United  States ;  when 
Mr.  Vahnum'b  motion  for  striking  out  the  first 
section  of  the  bill,  which  provides  tor  a  select  and 
a  reserved  corps;  the  former  to  consist  of  all 
young  men  from  18  to  34,  the  latter  from  24  to  40. 

The  motion  for  striking  out  the  section  was 
made  to  try  the  principle  as  to  a  select  corps,  and 
was  supported  by  Messrs.  yARNi7M,  W.  C.  Ciai- 
BORNE,  Nicholas,  Gallatin,  FiNULCV,and  Skin- 
ner, It  was  urged  by  them,  that  to  introduce 
the  proposed  system  would  be  wholly  to  derange 
the  present  establishment,  which,  though  it  was 
not  perfect,  was  capable  of  being  improved  and 
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made  to  answer  every  purpose  of  an  efficient  mili- 
tia. Id  proof  of  this  it  was  stated,  that  the  militia 
in  the  Bsstem  Stales  was  in  perfect  order  aod 
discipline,  aod  that  being  the  case  in  those  Slates, 
it  might  also  be  the  same  in  others,  if  lite  means 
were  taken.  If  the  same  laws  were  pa^ed  by  the  ' 
United  States  for  the  regulation  of  the  whole , 
militia,  as  at  present  existed  in  the  EsslerD  States,  i 
and  ir  the  militia  officers  were  everywhere  equally 
atlenliTe  to  their  duty,  the  militia  roicht  generaily 
be  in  equally  good  order.  That  the  plua  proposed 
was  only  known  in  theory;  that,  though  it  might 
answer  well  in  a  thickly  settled  country,  it  would 
be  attended  with  many  and  great  inconveniences 
in  spare  settlements,  as  to  get  100  young  men 
(father  to  exercise,  would  take  in  a  circuit  of  20 
miles;  besides,  ihal  the  sending  out  a  large  nuoi' 
bet  of  young  men  together,  without  persons  of 
more  advanced  years,  as  a.  check  upon  ihem, 
would  have  a  bad  efiecl  upon  their  morals ;  and 
to  take  youn^  meo  away  from  iheir  business, 
which  they  might  be  just  commencing,  for  ten  or 
twelve  days  at  a  time,  would  ruin  them.  Nor 
was  it  believed  that  young  men  could  be  so  well 
disciplined,  or  kepi  together,  as  if  they  were  inter- 
spersed with  persona  of  greater  age  and  solidity. 

Mr.  J.  WiLLitMS  staled  the  expense  attending 
the  present  system  as  far  beyond  what  it  is  gene- 
raily  thought  to  be,  and  considerably  more  than 
the  system  proposed  would  be.  He  supposes  there 
are  now  about  600,000  men  enrolled,  who  at  least 
spend  six  days  of  a  year  in  the  raililia  service, 
which,  if  reckoned  at  a  dollar  per  day  (including 
expenses)  amounts  to  13,600,000  per  annum.  By 
the  bill  now  proposed,  it  is  suppoi^ed  the  select 
corps  will  consist  of  about  150,000  men,  who  are 
to  be  employed  twelve  days  in  a  year.  The  re- 
served corps,  about  350,000  men,  is  to  be  called 
out  only  one  day  in  the  year— so  that  the  differ- 
ence ot  expense  in  favor  of  the  new  system, 
would  at  least  be  (1,275,000.  Besides,  the  present 
lysiem  exonerates  one-Bfth  of  the  people  from  the 
service,  by  exceptions  in  favor  of  officers  of  vari- 
oy  kinds,  which  he  deemed  unequal  and  unjust. 
In  fine,  that  the  jwesent  system  is  burdensome,  at 
the  same  time  that  it  is  inadequate  to  the  defence 
of  the  country,  and,  if  not  amended,  would  be  the 
means  of  in  trod  ocing  into  this  country  what  is  the 
bane  of  all  free  Oovernraenis — a  gUmding  army. 

The  new  system  was  supported  by  Messrs.  S. 
Smith,  Sbepabo,  Datton,  Maoon,  Brooks. 
PiMCKKBY,  and  Harpes,  as  affording  at  all  times 
SD  active,  efficient  m'ililia,  of  at  least  150,000  men, 
which  would  place  the  country  at  all  times  in 
aecurity,  as  no  foreign  Power  Would  ever  think  of 
attacking  a  country  which  could  call  oat  (his 
force ;  that  the  young  men  having  been  actively 
engaged  in  discipline  from  18  to  24,  would  after 
that  lime  to  the  age  of  40.  form  a  reserved  corps, 
ready  lo  be  called  upon  in  cases  of  emergency. 
That  the  disciplining  of  these  young  men  would 
keep  the  officers  in  exercise,  ana  (hey  would  leern 
how  to  take  care  of  men  when  they  were  out  in 
lerrice,  which  was  a  consideration  of  first  import- 
ance ;  that  young  men  would  train  much  better 
together  than  if  fathers  and  sons  were  in  the  same 


ranks,  and  being  clothed  in  uniform,  they  would 
become  ambiiiou!  of  excelling  in  military  duty. 
That  this  plan  would  be  more  economical  than 
(he  present  and  would  make  fewer  eicep(ions 
from  service ;  and  i(  was  a  plan  which  had  been  ' 
warmly  recommended  by  the  first  military  man 
in  this  country,  the  late  Presidrni  of  (he  United 
States,  and  would  render  a  standing  army  in  the 
eouu(ry  wholly  unnecessary. 

The  motion  for  striking  out  the  first  section 
was  lost — 15  to  31 ;  when  the  committee  rose  and 
had  leave  to  sit  again. 

SICK  AND  DISABLED  SEAMEN. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  aick  and  disabled  sea- 
men (which  provides  that  every  seaman  belong- 
ing to  the  United  States  shall  {ny  tweuty  ceois  a 
mouth  out  of  his  wages  for  the  relief  of  sailors  in 
distress,  and  for  the  erecting  of  hospi(als)  having 
been  read  the  third  time,  and  the  question  on  pasa- 
ing  being  put, 

Mr.  Sewall  saidj  he  was  unwilling  to  say  any 
thing  against  this  bill ;  but  (he  passing  of  it  would 
be  attended  with  many  inconveniences  and  objec- 
tions, which  ought  lobe  mentioned.  He  allowed 
the  objections  principally  applied  to  the  part  of 
the  Union  from  whence  he  came,  where  provision 
is  already  made  for  sick  and  disabled  persons  of 
every  description,  sailors  as  welt  as  others,  with 

hich  every  person  in  the  community  is  charged. 


K,,^^^..  .^  ...-J  quarter,  therefore  now  i>ay  theii 
fuU  proportion  of  money  for  public  charity;  and 
if  they  were  agab  to  be  called  upon  by  this  act, 

they  would  be  made  to  pay  in  two  different  waya 
for  the  same  object,  without  any  advant&ge  to 
themselves,  because  they  are  already  entitled  to 
relief  in  case  of  sickness  or  disability.  But  if 
this  was  not  the  case^  he  doubted  the  propriety  of 
taxing  seamen  only  for  the  support  of  what  ought 
to  be  considered  as  a  public  charity.  He  thought 
the  laws  of  reason  and  charity  called  upon  the 
public  at  large  in  support  of  unfortunate  men  of 
this  description,  and  that  the  burden  ought  not 
exclusively  to  be  laid  upon  them.  We  have  no 
common  feeling  with  these  men;  the  tax  will  fall 
upon  no  member  of  this  House,  but  will  be  ex- 
clusively drawn  from  the  earnings  of  a  small  part 
of  the  community,  who,  in  alt  probability,  will 
receive  DO  advantages  from  ii  for  fif^y  years  to 
come,  as  Large  and  splendid  buildings  must  first  be 
erected,  in  order  to  exhibit  to  the  world  a  speci- 
cimen  of  public  charity.  Nothing  of  this  Kind 
was  to  be  seen  in  his  part  of  the  countryj  but  this 
class  of  persons  nevertheless  were  provided  for. 
Neither  native  or  foreigner  was  there  sick  without 
care  end  relief  being  afforded  him.  It  was  diffi- 
cult, therefore,  to  conceive  upon  what  reasonable 
ground  the  seamen  of  his  State  could  be  called 
upon  to  contribute  to  a  fund  of  this  kind.  The 
only  reason  which  had  been  assigned  was,  that 
the  New  England  seamen  frequently  visiied  the 


Southern  States,  where,  if  they  were  taken  sict 
there  was  no  provision  for  their  relief.  He  hoped 
(hose  States  would  provide  relief  for  such  unfor- 


persona;  if  not,  sailors  must  go  there  aa 
they  go  into  foreign  countries. 
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Much  reliance,  Mr.  S.  said,  had  been  laid  on 
the  example  of  England,  where  it  was  said  simi- 
lar Bstabliahments  existed.  Bui  those  establish' 
ments  were  begun  by  the  grants  of  individuals, 
.  and  a  particular  class  of  seamen — those  employed 
in  the  navy  merely  contributed  to  their  cnirent 
expenses;  so  that  the  two  cases  were  very  difier- 
enl.     He  hoped,  therefore,  the  bill  would  not  pass. 

Mr.  PiNCKNET  was  sorry  to  differ  from  hie 
fiieDd  from  Maesacbusetls  oa  this  subject.  He 
had  hoped  the  objections  which  he  had  before 
stated  to  the  principle  of  ibis  bill  would,  by  this 
time,  have  been  removed.  The  (gentleman  had 
before  stated,  that  his  principal  objection  to  this 
bill  arose  from  there  being  already  provision  made 
in  the  Eastern  States  for  the  relief  of  sick  and 
disabled  seameo.  It  was  then  stated  in  reply,  that 
provided  the  law  did  bear  a  little  hard  upon  that 
State,  from  their  known  federal  disposition,  it  was 
hoped,  as  it  would  operate  a  general  benefit  to  the 
Union,  it  would  not  be  objected  to.  But  it  was 
then  shown,  aod  he  would  repeat  it,  that  the  law 
could  not  bear  bard  upon  them.  If  ihere  is  a  pro- 
vision at  present  made  in  Massachusetts  for  per- 
sons of  this  description,  it  must  be  a  burden  upon 
the  people  there;  and  if,  after  the  passing  of  this 
law,  that  burden  be  removed,  it  would  certainly 
be  beneficial  to  the  citizens  of  that  State  in  gene- 
ral, though  it  may  be  a  tax  upon  the  seamen. 

The  gentleman  from  Masnachu setts  had  also 
^ken  a^inst  the  general  utility  of  the  measure. 
He  said  it  was  taxing  a  particular  description  of 
men  for  a  general  object.  On  the  contrary,  be 
thought  it  only  reasonable  and  equitable  that  these 
persons  should  pay  for  the  benefit  which  they  were 
themselves  to  receive,  and  that  it  would  be  neither 
iust  nor  fair  for  other  persons  to  pay  it.  But  be 
Delieved  if  the  subject  was  further  looked  into,  it 
would  be  found  that  the  seamen  would  not  pty 
the  tax  tliemselves,  as  it  would  come  to  be  consi- 
dered as  wages,  and  by  that  means  become  a  gen- 
eral tax,  as  tlie  merchant  who  would  have  to  pay 
it  would  lay  it  upon  bis  merchandise. 

But  the  K^DCleman  says,  this  tax  is  to  be  appro- 
priated to  the  building  of  large  and  splendia  hos- 
pitals. As  far  as  he  bad  considered  the  bill,  he 
understood  that  the  erection  of  hospitals  was  only 
a  secondary  object.  Relief  to  distress  is  the  first 
thing  to  be  attended  to,  and  if,  after  afibrding  this 
relid',  the  lax  produces  a  sufficient  surplus,  it  is  to 
be  employed  in  the  erection  of  suitable — not  large 
and  splendid — buildiogs,  as  hospitals. 

The  genileman  had  also  said,  that  the  seamen 
of  the  Eastern  States  must  rely  upon  provisions 
made  for  them  by  the  Southern  States  in  case  of 
sickness,  ice.;  or.  if  no  such  provision  was  made, 
they  must  take  the  same  chance  as  when  they  go 
into  foreign  countries.  This  observation  does  nol 
apply,  as  the  United  States  have  made  provision 
for  tneir  sick  and  disabled  seamen  in  foreign  coun- 
tries by  means  of  Consuls,  which  it  is  coDlem- 
filated  to  make  more  efficient  than  it  has  hereio- 
oie  been;  but  this  is  not  the  ease  in  Southern 
Stales.  Seamen  who  are  sick  and  disabled  there 
have  onlv  to  rely  upon  private  charity  for  sup- 
port ;  ana  sniely  the  Eastan  States,  which  fur- 


nish at  least  three-fifths  of  the  seamen  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  are  interested  in  providing  some  more 
certain  support  lor  their  unfortunate  citizens.  All 
those  circumstances  considered,  he  trusted  the  bill 
would  ptks. 

Mr.  LittHasTON  said,  the  objections  to  this  bill 
had  arisen  from  two  sources:  its  inequality  as  to 
different  parts  of  the  Union,  and  its  inequality  as 
to  the  persons  upon  whom  it  was  to  operate.  On 
the  first  point,  he  thoughi  such  satisfactory  an- 
swers had  been  given  as  must  have  proved  eSea- 
tual.  He  was  sorry  it  had  not  had  that  efiect ;  but 
notwithstanding  the  pertinacious  opposition  which 
this  bill  has  received  from  the  gentleman  last  up, 
he  doubted  not  it  would  pass  by  a  large  majority. 
The  inequality  said  to  anse  in  its  operation  in  dif- 
ferent parts  ol  the  Union  was  owing  to  provision 
having  already  been  made  in  some  States  for  the 
relief  of  sick  and  disabled  seamen.  But  how,  he 
asked,  would  this  provision  injure  that  part  of  the 
United' States?  Did  not  the  gentleman  see  that 
the  President  had  the  power  to  appropriate  money 
for  the  temporary  relief  of  seamen  in  the  first  in- 
stance 1  Of  course,  be  would  reimburse  to  the 
State  of  Massachusetts,  or  any  other  State,  any 
sums  of  money  expended  for  this  purpose.  The 
provision  whicn  the  gentleman  sp^ks  of  as  being 
made  for  this  description  of  |)ersons,  he  supposed, 
was  the  common  town  charities,  which,  if  (hey 
were  to  be  reimbursed,  the  inequality  which  had 
been  spoken  of  would  appear  to  he  only  imagi- 
nary. But  if  the  inequality  had  existed,  when 
the  gentleman  had  seen  the  extreme  utility  of  such 
a  provision  in  other  parts  of  the  Union,  be  should 
have  hoped  he  would  have  waived  his  objection. 
In  the  city  which  he  represented,  Mr.  L.  said, 
they  had  also  a  provision  of  this  kiod.  At  Charles- 
ton, and,  he  believed,  at  Philadelphia,  similar  sup- 
fort  was  affiirded  to  persons  of  this  description. 
a.  New  York,  there  were  generally  300  sick  and 
disabled  seamen  relieved  in  the  course  of  a  year, 
and  he  supposed  an  equal  number  might  receive 
support  from  the  institutions  of  the  two  other 
clues  he  had  mentioned.  Besides,  the  persons  upon 
whom  this  inequality  was  stated  to  fall,  ought 
not  to  make  any  violent  objection  to  it,  as  they 
were  themselves  in  the  habit  of  receiving  some 
small  advantages  from  the  Union,  which  ought  to 
prevent  a  murmur  at  a  proviHion  like  the  present. 
They  receive,  said  he,  |76.000  annually  in  boun- 
ties on  their  fishing  vessels,  though  the  duty  on 
the  salt  used  in  curing  their  fish,  which  this  bounty 
was  given  to  countervail,  does  not  amount  to 
more  than  (30,000.  Indeed,  be  did  nol  belleva 
the  people  themselves  would  object  to  the  tax  in 
question.  If  he  knew  anything  of  the  careless, 
honest  nature  of  this  class  of  men,  they  would  not 
object  to  so  trifling  a  sum  as  twenty  cents  ■ 
month  for  so  valuable  an  object.  A  sailor^  said 
he,  is  concerned  only  for  the  present,  aod  is  inca- 
pable of  thinking  of,  or  inattentive  to,  future  wel- 
fare j  he  is,  therefore,  a  proper  object  for  the  care 
of  Gkiverament.  and  whilst  he  can  provide  an 
asylum  for  infirmity  or  old  age,  by  the  sacrifices 
ot  a  few  gills  of  rum,  he  will  not  scruple  to  do  it. 
But  it  was  said  this  benefit  could  not  aocme  to   ' 
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sailors,  for  «  nnmlwT  of  yeara,  as  maguificeDt 
baildings  must  be  first  erected.  Surely  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts  did  not  attend  ~    '' 


SrOTJsiODS  of  this  bill,  or  else  he  wished  to  pro- 
uce  a  false  impressiop  upon  the  committee.  Nor 
was  it  ctistomaiy  for  the  ^nllemau  to  express  iiis 
doubts  about  the  Executive  misustoK  any  power 
placed  in  his  bands.  Surely  he  could  not  suppose 
that  the  Presideut  would  expend  the  money  raised 
by  Tirtne  of  ibis  act  fo?  the  relief  of  distress,  in 
th«  erection  'of  magnificent  buildings.  For  his 
own  part,  he  could  not  believe  any  such  thing: 
he  believed  themoney  would  be  properly  applied, 
and  DO  more  be  hearil  of  the  miseries  of  this  class 
of  men.  And  if  any  rurplus  remained,  it  would 
be  expended  in  a  frugal  way,  so  as  to  conduce  to 
the  happiness  and  comfort  of  this  class  of  men, 
and  10  tne  h^jior  of  the  nation. 

Mr.  Sewalu  did  nol  think  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  had  treated  him  or  bis  observations 
with  much  candor.  That  gentleman,  said  he, 
claims  to  himself  a  great  deal  of  benevoleace  and 
charily  to  the  sailors  of  the  United  ScaicK.  He  is 
the  father  of  this  bill,  which  considers  these  men 
as  incapable  of  taking  care  of  ihemselves,  and 
csUi  upon  them  to  subscribe  for  their  own  sup- 
ptM-t  in  case  of  sickoess  or  inability  without 
taking  a  farthing  from  the  pocket  of  the  United 
Stales,  or  from  ihe  gentleman  himself  The  gen- 
tleman spoke  of  charity ;  he  thought  his  cbaritv 
eqoal  to  that  gentleman's.  [Mr.  Livinobton  sain, 
be  was  far  from  speaking  of  his  own  charity.] 
Hr.  S.  said,  he  was  himself  arguing  against  his 
own  interest ;  for  it  had  been  said  by  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York,  that  in  case  this  bill  passed 
into  a  law,  pArsMis  who  had  been  heretofore  called 
Upon  to  support  this  class  of  men,  would, 
forare,  be  excused  from  this  charge ;  whereas^  if 
it  did  not  pass,  he  should  be  charged  with  liiis 
tax  as  at  present.  But  he  contended,  that  as  the 
tailors  of  Massachusetts  could  not  be  excused 
from  paying  the  town  taxes,  it  was  hard  they 
should  be  called  upon  a«aio  to  pay  for  the  support 
<rf  their  own  body.  Yet,  for  doing  this,  he  was 
elkarged  with  pertinacity  and  a  want  w  benevolence 
towards  this  class  of  men.  Mr.  S.  believed  he 
had  a  greater  respect  for  seamen  than  that  k 
tleman.  and  it  was  his  opinion,  that  the  sailt^.^ 
were  able  to  take  care  of  themselves  without  the 
assistance  of  the  sentleman  from  New  York. 
Besides,  said  Mr.  S.,  this  bill  proposes  the  < 
tion  of  puUic  hospitals,  (however  economically 
they  may  be  built,)  not  merely  for  the  seamen  of 
the  United  States,  but  for  the  seaioen  of  foreign 
nations;  so  that  the  sailors  of  this  country 
class  of  men  who  have  nothing  to  spare — are  t 
called  upon  and  forced  to  support  a  public  charity 
for  foreigners;  for  out  of  one  hundred  citizens  of 
1^  United  States  who  pay  to  this  fund,  perhaps 
Bot  one  would  receive  any  benefit  from  it.  If 
there  had  been  previous  benefactions  to  a  consi- 
derable amount  for  this  object,  as  had  been  the 
CMC  in  other  countries,  and  these  contributioni 
were  wanted  only  for  current  expenses,  the  thing 
would  have  been  different. 
Bat  the  gentleman  from  New  York  represents 


the  people  of  Massachusetts  bb  receiving  gre^t  ad' 
vantages  from  a  bounty  on  fish  exporied,  which 
vras  intended  to  reimburse  the  duty  on  salt  used 
in  their  business  of  curing  fish ;  and  be  had  calcu- 
lated this  advantage  far  beyond  what  it  really  is. 
But  admitting  that  ihey  receive  something  more 
''■  --  -be  amount  of  the  duty  paid  on  their  salt,  it  ■ 
be  allowed  that  it  went  to  the  encourare- 
of  a  set  of  meo  at  all  times  valuable  to  the 
United  States,  but  particnlarly  so  at  this  time. 
But  was  this  any  argument  why  he  should  not 
oppose  this  i«i  ?  Would  it  be  proper  for  him  to 
answer  to  these  men,  when  they  complained  of 
(his  tax,  "You  are  [axed,  it  is  true^  for  the  sup- 
port of  foreigners,  to  uphold  a  public  charity  tor 
the  United  States,  who  will  have  the  honor  of 
lakiog  care  of  seamen  ;  but  yon  ought  to  be  satis- 
fied, because  the  General  Govemmeot  allows  you 
a  bounty  on  the  eiporlatioo  of  your  fish."  He 
believed  not.  And  he  believed  the  genClemaD 
from  New  York  had  as  little  real  care  for  seam^ 

he  had  for  the  fisheries  of  the  United  Slates. 

Mr.  S.  said  he  would  next  notice  some  observa- 

OS  of  the  gentleman  from  Soutt  Carolina,  (Mr. 
PiKcKNGvJi  which  partook  of  something  like  ar- 
gument. That  genileman  said  the  sailors  oivht 
to  pay  the  lai,  because  they  were  to  receive  the 
benefit  arising  from  it.  But  he  bad  before  stated 
(hat  (he  seamen  of  New  England  do  not  want 
this  provision,  and  why  tax  them  for  what  they 
' )  not  want  1  The  sailors  there  would  be  averse 
I  being  removed  from  their  homes  and  triends,tD 
_  hospital  at  a  distance.  It  was  said  this  estab- 
lishment would  afford  similar  relief  to  that  provi- 
ded for  our  sailors  in  foreign  countries.  He 
thought  it  very  different,  as  that  was  provided  at 
the  public  expense,  and  this  was  to  be  raised  from 
(he  sailors  themselves.  He  believed  the  sailors  of 
New  England  would  sooner  take  their  chance 
abroad,  ihan  pay  (his  tax  for  foreigners.  Besides, 
(he  fishermen  never  go  into  the  Southern  Slates ; 
(bey  are  employed  exclusively  in  fishing  and  ex- 
pordng  their  fish. 

Besides,  this  tax  would  have  an  effect  to  drive 
OUT  seamen  out  of  the  country.  The  (ax  would 
fall  upon  the  merchant,  and  be  deducted  from 
(heir  wag«s.  It  would  also  fall  heaviest  upon, 
those  seamen  who  have  families  and  are  fixed  in 
the  country.  A  foreigner  could  afford  a  small  de- 
duction from  his  wages;  but  a  native  seaman, 
with  a  family,  could  not  afford  it. 

As  it  respec(8  the  federalism  of  the  thing,  he 
was  in  favor  of  every  measure  which  went  to  es- 
tablish harmony  between  different  parts  of  the 
country  ;  but  he  had  no  idea  of  taxing  a  sii^^ 
order  of  men  on  this  account. 

Mr.  S.  Shitb  believed,  with  the  gentleman 
last  up,  (hat  this  would  be  a  tax  upon  the  mer- 
chants, as  the  sailors  must  have  sufficient  to  sup- 
port them.  He  did  not  believe  the  fishermen  could 
complain  ;  for,  though  the  gentleman  stated  that' 
(he  bounty  allowed  upon  the  exportation  of  fish 
was  only  meant  as  a  drawback  of  the  duty  paid 
upon  the  salt  used  in  salting  (he  fish  for  expoHa- 
tion,  every  man  most  be  convinced  that  it  far  ex- 
ceeds that  amount,  asbebelieved  the  sum  allowed 
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was  greater  tliaa  the  whole  sum  paid  by  that 
Stale  for  the  salt  duty.  [The  Spe*ker  asked 
whether  these  observalions  applied  to  Che  ques- 
tion 7]  If  they  did  not,  Mr.  S.  wished  geDtiemen 
who  had  preceded  hina  on  the  same  subject,  had 
been  interrupted.  The  Southern  Stales,  Mr.  S. 
continued,  were  as  able  to  keep  their  seamen  from 
perishioi;  as  the  Eastern  ;  but  this  was  a  measure 
which  would  redound  to  (he  honor  of  the  United 
States.  No  sailor,  he  was  certain,  would  grudge 
to  par  twenty  cents  out  of  twenty  dollars  for  so 
excellent  a  purpose.  The  tax  would  eventually 
fall  upon  the  merchant  or  landlord ;  but  he  be- 
lieved  upon  the  landlord,  as  they  generally  got  the 
surplus  of  the  sailor's  money. 

Mr.  J.  Parker  was  sorry  the  gentleman  from 
Massacbuselts  could  not  consider  all  the  i 
of  the  United  States  as  standing^  upon  thi 
ground.  That  gentleman  was  mistaken  when  he 
said  the  hill  went  to  provide  for  the  support  of  for- 
eigners; it  had  no  such  view;  it  provided  only 
for  the  relief  of  our  own  citizens.  And,  in  our 
present  situation,  when  the  country  is  threatened 
with  war,  what  encouragement  was  there  for  ~ 
to  enter  on  board  our  7essels,  if  there  wer< 
asylum  for  theoj  in  case  they  were  sic 
wounded?  It  would  be  wise  and  politic,  in 
opinion,  to  begin  measures  which  must  place  these 

Sirsons  ia  a  better  siluation  than  at  present.  The 
ritish  Bailor  looked  up  to  Greenwich  Hospital  as 
an  asylum  when  all  his  toils  ate  over ;  and  per- 
haps It  may  he  owing,  in  some  measure,  to  this 
circutnstance,  that  the  British  sailors  are  so  valiant 
a  set  of  men.  He  hoped,  therefore,  the  sailors  of 
this  country  would  not  be  left  to  the  doubtful  be- 
nevolence of  others;  but  that,  by  passing  this  hill, 
apermanent  relief  might  be  afforded  them  in  caae 
of  sickness,  disability,  or  old  age. 

Mr.  Varhum  said  it  had  been  observed  that  this 
bill  would  relieve  the  citizens  of  Massachusetts 
from  taxes  in  support  of  this  class  of  men.  It 
might  in  some  respect  do  this,  but  it  would  not 
excuse  sailors  themselves  from  paying  to  the  sup- 

Krt  of  others,  equally  with  iheir  fellow-citizens. 
i  did  not  know  hut  that  llie  United  Slates  bare 
the  power  to  make  the  proposed  r^ulation  ;  hut 
he  tnought  it  was  a  business  which  more  particu- 
larly concerned  the  L^islalures  of  (he  individual 
Stales.  If  the  United  States, indeed,  thought  chia 
class  of  men  of  so  much  more  importance  than 
any  other,  the  people  at  large,  he  thought,  ought 
to  oe  called  upon  to  support  them  in  distress ;  and 
if  hospitals  are  lo  be  supported  for  this  purpose, 
the  public  ought  to  support  them,  and  not  the 
sailors  themselves. 

Mr.  V.  did  not  know  how  the  gentleman  who 
used  it,  understood  the  t^tm  federalism,  i  hut  if 
he  meant  that  federalism  whicli  was  (supported  by 
the  Constitution,  he  did  not  know  how  he  would 
reconcile  it  with  that  clause  of  it  which  sara 
"that  no  capitation,  or  other  direct  tax,  shall  oe 
laid,  unless  m  proportion  to  the  census  or  enumer- 
ation directed  to  be  taken." 

Mr.  V.  did  not  think  that  this  kind  of  tax  rras 
sistent  with  federal  principles;  for  it  might 
rell  be  said,  because  the  State  of  Massachusetts 


possessed  of  some  particuiai  advantages  over 
other  States,  every  citizen  of  ibai  Slate  snail  pay 
a  poll  lax  of  ten  dollars  a  year  for  the  benefit  of 
the  Union,  as  that  the  sailors  of  thai  State  should 
be  called  upon  to  support  an  establishment  in 
which  they  wilt  be  but  Ultle  interested. 

Mr.  GiLi^TiK  said  this  was  a  case  of  very  new 
impression  to  him,  which  perhaps  might  be  one 
of  the  reasons  whvhe  felt  disposed  to  vote  against 
the  bill.  Until  be  saw  .some  positive  gtwd  aa 
likely  to  arise  from  any  measure,  he  r.ras  always 
inclined  rather  to  vote  against  it  than  for  it.  This 
bill  assumed  a  principle  for  its  foundation,  the 
truth  of  which  he  was  not  acquainted  with,  riz : 
that  the  seamen  of  the  United  States  are  not  able 
to  provide  for  themselves,  and,  therefore,  that  it 
is  necessary  to  provide  a,  sum  for  their  relief,  in 
case  of  sickness  or  disability.  He  had  not  seen 
this  distinction  between  them  and  other  classes  of 
citizens,  and,  therefore,  believed  them  to  be  capa- 
ble of  taking  care  of  themselves.  He  knew  there 
were,  in  all  communities^  a  number  of  men  who 
were  not  sufficiently  provident  to  lay  by  money  to 
afford  relief  in  sickness,  or  to  make  old  age  com- 
fortable: but  he  did  not  know  that  there  waa  a 
greater  number  of  this  description  of  persona 
among  seamen  than  among  others. 

Institutions  of  the  kind  recommended  in  this 
bill  might  be  used  in  other  countries  where  there 
was  a  distinction  between  sailors  and  other  citi- 
zens, but,  in  the  United  States,  he  had  not  been 
able  to  discorer  any  material  distinclion  belween 
them  and  other  classes  of  men.  How  far  marine 
hospitals  had  been  useful  in  Europe,  he  could  not 
tell ;  he  knew  there  many  rotten  public  institu- 
tions of  hospitals,  dtc., there,  which  were  establiih- 
ed  for  good  purposes  at  6rst,  but  which  are  now 
become  worse  than  useless.  But.  supposing  the 
institution  to  he  a  good  one,  he  inoushi  it  better 
to  leave  the  business  as  at  present,  and  suffer  thia 
class  of  people  to  provide  for  themselves,  or  to  be 
provided  for  in  the  same  way  in  which  other  poor 
and  sick  or  disabled  persons  are  supported. 

There  was  one  part  of  the  bill  which  he  said  he 
could  not  consent  to  vole  for,  viz;  that  part  which 
directs  the  erection  of  buildings,  as  be  was  con- 
vinced that  persons  of  every  description  may  be 
better  relieved  bv  being  dispersed  through  the 
country,  than  in  being  placed  in  a  hospital.  He 
was  opposed  also  Iq  the  manner  in  which  the  fund 
is  proposed  to  he  raised.  If  he  was  inclined  to 
provide  reliel  for  sailors,  as  a  distinct  class  of  citi- 
zens, he  was  against  providing  a  fund  for  the  pur- 
pose by  a  lax  upon  labor,  which  wquld,  in  ^re- 
spects, be  a  capitation  tax.  Gentlemen  might 
argue  ai  they  pleased  about  the  tax  falling  upon 
raerchaniB,  it  was  impossible  to  say  upon  whom 
a  tax  upon  labor  wontd  fall.  In  some  instances  it 
would  fall  upon  the  sailors  themselves ;  and  in 
some  of  these  it  would  he  paid  by  the  merckanta 
themselves,  and  in  others,  by  the  coromuniiy. 

Mr.  G.  did  not  uoderstand  that  there  was  any 
distinct  prorision  for  seamen  in  the  £lastera 
Stales  ;  (hey  were  provided  for  in  common  with 
other  citizens  j  and,  as  it  was  allowed  they  fnt- 
nished  two-thirds  of  the  seamen  of  the  United 
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States,  and  as  the  Representatives  from  that  quar- 
ter kaew  what  kid  J  of  reli«f  the  sailor  liked  best, 
he  thought  it  right  to  coniult  their  wishes  upon 
the  subject.  If  tbey  are  satisfied  to  support  their 
seamen  in  the  way  Ihev  do,  he  did  not  know 
why  ft  tax  of  this  und  snould  be  raised  for  their 
teUef. 

Mr.  Q.  said,  he  should  have  been  ^)ad  to  have 
known  something  as  to  the  effect  this  law  woald 
produce'in  this  citjr.  It  was  well  known  the  mem- 
Mr  from  it,  who  would  hare  been  possessed  of 
erery  information  on  the  subject,  had  been  a  lon^ 
time  sick  and  unable  tu  attend  to  bis  duty,  in  this 
House.  Seeirtg  the  Represeniatives  from  New 
York,  Baltimore,  and  Cnarleston,  in  faror  of  it, 
and  the  Eastern  Stfttesagainsiit,  and  not  knowing 
the  wishes  of  the  people  of  Philadelphia  with  re- 
spect to  the  measure,  be  should  wisn  for  time  to 
ontaia  some  ioformation  upon  the  subject;  he 
therefore  moved  to  postpone  the  question  on  the 
passage  of  this  bill  for  two  days,  in  order  that  he 
and  his  colleagues  might  make  some  inquiries  on 
the  subject. 

Mr.  Hartley  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  LiTiNoaTON  had  no  objection  to  the  post- 
ponement, especially  as  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
syWania  had  expressed  his  intention  of  roting 
against  the  bill  if  passed  at  present,  and  because 
he  knew  the  effiict  of  inquiry  would  be  favorable 
to  the  bill,  as  he  believed  this  city  was  mncb 
the  same  situation  with  the  city  of  New  York. 

The  question  for  a  postponement  was  put  and 
carried. 

WEnNESoar,  April  tl. 

Mr.  GpsnON  renewed  his  motion  to  take  off  the 
injonction  of  secrecy  from  the  members  of  this 
Home  with  respect  to  the  instructions  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive to  our  Envoys  to  the  French  Republic, 
and  hoped  the  House  and  galleries  would  be  clear- 
ed of  strangers  for  the  purpose. 

Mr.  Nicholas  did  not  think  it  necessary  to  take 
up  this  buaioess.  He  saw  the  inslructioos  were 
printed  by  the  Senate  and  laid  on  their  desks, 
and  as  the  printers  had  inserted  the  whole  of  the 
despatches  in  one  paper,  be  supposed  the  instruc- 
tions would  be  pmblished  m  the  same  way,  and  if 
■o,  there  was  no  necessity  for  any  further  publica- 
lion  of  them. 

The  motion  for  taking  up  this  matter  was  put, 
and  negatived— 33  to  30. 

Mr.  Harper  laid  a  resolution  on  the  table,  pro- 
posing the  appointment  in  the  War  Department, 
and  subordinate  thereto,  of  an  officer  for  the  im- 
mediate superintendence  and  construction  of  for- 
tifications. 

Mr.  Sewali.  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  War,  enclosing  certain  comma- 
nications  on  the  subject  of  the  defence  of  the 
COUDtry  ;  which  were  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate  in- 
forming the  Hoose  that  they  had  passed  a  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Joseph  Nourse,  to  which  they  request 
concurrence. 


.DEFENCE  OF  PORTa  AND  HASBORa. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  Mr.  Dekt 
in  the  Chair,  for  the  purpose  of  lakine  into  con- 
sideration the  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  pro- 
viding for  the  further  defence  of  the  ports  end 
harbors  of  the  United  Suies.  The  Chairman 
having  ^one  through  the  bill,  and  repeated  the 
first  section,  in  which  was  a  blank  for  the  sum  to 
be  appropriated, 

Mr.  S.  Smitb  said,  as  the  chairman  of  the 
immiltee  who  reported  the  bill  (Mr.  Sbwall) 

as  not  in  his  place,  he  should  propose  to  Gil  iha 
blank  with  two  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

When  speaking  on  this  subject  before,  he  had 
said  thai  $150,000  (and  not  $115,000,  as  be  foiind 
be  had  been  understood  to  say)  had  been  estima- 
ted as  necessary  |  but  in  order  to  leave  a  surplus 
in  the  hands  oitne  President,  he  believed  it  would 
be  proper  (o  fill  the  blank  with  the  sum  he  bad 
named.  But,  as  he  now  saw  the  chairman  in  his 
place,  he  would  prohably  state  what  the  estimate 

Mr.  Sewall  seconded  the  motion  for  filling  the 
blank  with  $200,000.    The  estimate  which  the 
committee  had  made,  he  stated  to  be  as  follows: 
At    Boston,    where    ao  tnoney  has  herMofore 
bern  expended  b;  the  United  Slslas,  which 
is  therefore  without  defence,  though  as  likely 
to  be  struck  at  bj  in  enemy  u  any  pi>rt  in 
the  Union  ....  9fiO,000 

At  Newport,  where  some  provinnn  hu  alrea- 
dy been  made        -  .  -  . 
At  New  York,  where  loDie  fbrtificationi  ue 
already  erected,  ■  further  sum  is  neceawry 
for  Oavemor'i  Iiland,  on  which  the  United 
State*  have  expended  ■bouttl3,000 
At  Baltimore,  where  Mnne  money  bH  been  ex- 
pended,  bnt  it  haa  been  reprefenled  to  the 
committee  that  the  fortiBcations  ■!«  ineffi- 
cient and  ill-piaced            ... 
At  Norfolk,  ibr  establiahing  a  new  foilifieatioti 
on  Old  Point  Comfwi,  and  Fort  Nelson      - 
At  UharleMon,  on  the  fortifications  there 
At  Bavann^  and  St.  Mary's  in  Georgia 


30,000 


GO,  000 


SO.OOO 

30,000 
40,000 
lfi,000 


gaa,ooo 

In  this  sum,  Mr.  S.  said,  were  included  several 
sums  contained  in  a  former  estimate;  of  which  a 
balance  of  $90,Q00  remain  unexpended.  Deduct 
this  sum  from  the  above,  and  there  will  remain 
$145,000  to  be  provided  for;  but,  in  consideration 
of  the  general  authority  placed  in  the  President, 
the  committee  concluded  to  recommend  an  appro- 
priation of,  $200,000. 

Mr.  Blocnt  observed,  that  there  was  no  esii- 
oiate,  in  the  statement  which  bad  been  made,  for 
the  fortifications  in  North  Carolina;  and,  from  the 
proceedings  had  in  this  business  heretofore,  he  was 
convincea  of  the  propriety  of  desigDattog  the  dif' 
fereot  places  at  which  maney  should  be  expended, 
and  the  amount  for  each,  confining  the  appropria- 
tion to  such  as  would  be  likely  to  answer  some 
valuable  purpose.  He  therefore  moved  that  the 
riae,  and  if  this  motion  was  carried,  he 
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should  (hen .  move  to  recommit  the  bill,  foi  the 
purpose  of  accompli shiog    what  he  had  meo' 

Mr-  Sewall  was  proceeding  lo  reply  to  Mr. 
Bloc  NT,  when — 

The  Chairman  said,  he  found  thai  this  bill  had 
not  been  referretl  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 

iftl 

A  motion  was  accordingly  made,  and  carried, 
for  the  committee  to  rise.  The  House  being  re- 
sumed, 

Mr.  Blocmt  moved  (hat  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  to  whom  had  been  referred  the  bill  sup- 

Slementary  to  the  act  providing  for  the  fuither 
efence  of  the  pom  and  harbors  of  the  United 
Slates,  be  discharged,  and  that  the  bill  be  recom- 
mitted to  the  select  committee,  to  be  reported  in 
the  specific  way  in  which  he  had  already  men- 
tion^. Formerly,  when  a  bill  of  this  kind  was 
passed,  an  estimate  similar  lo  the  present  was 
mruished,  and' it  was  proposed  lo  erect  a  fort  at 
Ocnicoke,  in  North  Carolina,  of  eight  guns,  and 
a  sum  of  money  was  appropriated  accordingly. 
But  a  fort  of  double  (his  strength  was  commenced, 
and,  instead  of  a  barrack  for  fifty  men,  one  was  i 
begun  which  would  contain  five  hundred ;  so  that  i 
the  whole  sum  of  money  appropriated  was  ei-  ! 
pended  in  forming  the  outlines  of  the  work.  A  ; 
fort  of  eight  guns  would  answer  ■  valuable  pur- ! 
pose  at  this  place,  and,  as  he  did  not  expect  it ' 
would  be  attended  to  without  it  was  expressly 
mentioned,  he  hoped  the  bill  would  be  recom- 
mitted. 

Mr.  Sewall  said,  the  committee  had  attempted 
to  form  a  bill  in  this  way;  but  they  found  so  many 
difficulties  in  it,  aa  to  induce  them  to  adopt  the 
[tresent  plan,  and  give  the  Executive  full  discre- 
tion iu  this  business.  If  there  was  a  want  of 
attention  to  any  particular  place,  on  application 
to  the  President,  the  defect  would  doubtless  be 
remedied.  It  wasimpoEtibie  to  ascertain,  without 
actual  inspection,  what  was  necessary  to  be  ex- 
peaded  at  the  different  places;  it  was  therefore 
thought  to  be  best  to  leave  the  business  with  the 
Executive. 

Mr.  McDowell  was  in  favor  of  the  committee 
being  discharged,  for  the  purpose  mentioned.  He 
tboUffht  it  might  be  as  well  ascertained  from  (he 
memoers  of  tnis  House  what  #ould  be  necesnary 
to  complete  (he  different  fortifications,  as  in  any 
other  way.  I(  appeared  extraordinary  to  him  that 
North  Carolina  had  been  wholly  unattended  to. 

Mr.  Otis  thought  it  very  improper  for  members 
to  come  forward  to  point  out  lo  the  world  the 
weak  and  most  vulnerable  parts  of  the  Union;  he 
believed  the  business  mignt  be  safely  trusted  iu 
the  hands  of  the  PresideuL  If  war  were  to  takei 
place,  and  the  President  was  to  be  restricted  in 
the  way  proposed,  after  the  money  appropriated 


a  conti agency 


expended,  the  enemy  would  know  be  could 
go  no  further.     He  could  imagine  a 
to  happen,  three  weeks  after  Congn  , 

which  should  make  it  necessary  lo  expend  all  the 
money  appropriated  at  one  place.  The  piesent, 
he  said,  oiigbt  not  to  be  conudeied  merdy  as  the 


President  ahould  have  power  to  oppose  danger 
wherever  it  may  threaten.  If  the  Slate  of  North 
Carolina  had  been  neglected,  be  had  no  doubt,  on 
application  lo  the  President,  it  would  be  at< 
(ended  to. 

Mr.  BnooEe  would  just  add,  that  they  had  no 
documents  lo  enable  them  to  judge  what  was  ne- 
cessary to  be  done  at  different  places.  It  was 
irue,  tne  committee  had  made  an  estimate,  but  it 
had  been  done  without  any  certainty.  Nothing 
could  be  done  without  a  survey.  The  Executive 
would  doubilens  take  care  to  have  this  made,  and 
do  what  was  necessary  in  the  business. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  said,  the  subject  bad  been  conai-, 
dered  in  the  select  committee,  upon  the  ground 
stated  by  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  and 
he  was  originally  in  favor  of  this  mode;  but.  upon 
coDsideriog  the  subject,  he  found  it  would  be  at- 
tended with  many  difficulties,  without  producing 
all  the  benefits  he  had  contemplated,  he  therefore 
gave  way.  The  last  session,  the  Secretary  of 
War  made  a  report,  menlioning  the  different 
places  at  which  money  was  wanted  to  eompleie 
fortifications,  the  whole  amount  of  which  was 
9200,000.  New  York  was  omitted  from  the  esti- 
mate, and  tli5,000  were  appropriated.  Having 
got  the  money,  it  was  to  be  supposed  the  Seore- 
tacy  of  War  would  have  proceeded  with  the  busi- 
ness; but  a  few  of  the  piBcea  had  only  been  at- 
tended to,  and  very  trifling  sums  expended.  The 
reasons  he  gave  for  not  nsving  expended  more 
were,  [hat  he  had  asked  for  an  additional  regi- 
ment of  artillery,  which  not  being  given,  there 
would  not  be  sufficient  men  to  [uace  in  them. 
How  far  he  was  right  in  acting  thus,  he  must 
himself  aniwei.  But'it  was  proper,  at  a  time 
when  war,  if  not  unavoidable,  is  at  least  very  pro- 
bable, to  place  the  power  and  responsibility  in  the 
bauds  of  the  President,  and  leave  it  to  him  to  see 
that  the  Secretary  of  War  does  his  -doty.  He 
was  willing  to  give  him  two  hundred  thousand 
dollars  for  this  purpose. 

Mr.  VBNABI.E  thought  the  object  of  the  gentle- 
man from  North  Carolina  migai  be  answered  by 
designating  the  jilaces  at  which  money  should  be 
expended,  without  mentioning  the  sum — leaving 
it  to  the  President  to  expend  what  sums  he  thinks 
proper,  and  to  fortify  such  other  places  as  he  may 
judge  necessary. 

Mr.  Balowin  said,  there  was  not  the  same  dif- 
ficulty in  regard  to  fortification  now  as  when  it 
was  ^one  into.  At  that  time  many  persons  were 
of  opmion  with  the  chairman  of  the  present  com- 
mittee that  the  money  would  be  best  appropriated 
in  gross;  but  it  was  determined  otherwise,  and 
Commissioners  were  sent  to  different  parts  of  the 
United  States  for  the  purpose  of  making  surveys 
and  reports.  In  some  places  they  recommended 
permanent  works,  and  m  others  works  of  a  leia 
substantial  kind.  '  As  these  reports  could  readily 
be  referred  to,  except  as  to  the  new  fortificationt 
proposed,  it  wonld,  perhaps,  be  best  to  follow  the 
course  heretofore  taken,  as,  thongh  it  would  be 
attended  with  a  little  more  trouble,  it  would  taka 
a  considerable  burden  from  the  President 
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Mr,  Sewall  said  a  few  words  in  reply,  which 
were  itoiwered  by  Mr.  Baldwin. 

Mr.  J.  Williams  was  fully  satisfied  the  bill 
ocwht  Dot  to  be  recommitted,  for  the  reasons  sta- 
led by  the  geDilemBtf  from  Maryland,  (Mr.  S. 
Smith.)  The  President  would  be  better  able  to 
learn  where  it  wonld  be  proper  to  Iny  out  money 
on  this  subject  than  that  House  coold  ;  for,  if  ihey 
were  to  go  lato  the  business,  one  State  would  wish 
this  place  to  be  fortified,  and  another  that;  but  the 
President  would  expend  the  money  where  it  was 
really  wanted,  and,  if  the  Soatbem  States  were  ! 
to  be  threatened,  it  might  be  necessary  to  spend  | 
the  KreatesI  part  of  it  there. 

Mr.  Macon  was  in  favor  of  the  motion ;  or,  if  j 
the  different  places  were  enumerated,  be  should  I 
moTe  to  Btrifce  out  New  York,  as  it  had  been  ! 
shown  heretolore  that  the  fortifications  which 
areerectin|t  there  will  be  useless,  and  that  the 
money  expended  upon  them  will  be  thrown  away. 
He  was  snpported  m  this  opinion,  also,  by  the  re- 
po^  of  an  enginler  at  the  last  session. 

Mr.  Orove  was  for  the  eommiitce's  being  dis- 
charged. It  appeared  to  him  that  the  select  com- 
mittee had  wanted  information  with  respect  to 
(he  country  from  which  he  came.  They  had  a 
cooit  of  four  hundred  miles,  on  which  was  much 
wealth,  and  mi  which  were  places  of  considerable 
conaeqoence,  more  particularly  Wilmington  and 
Oeor^owD.  which  had  not  a  gun  to  protect 
them  against  any  prirateer  that  misht  come 
against  them.  Tbe  money  which  had  already 
been  expended  was  wholly  useless;  and,  if  the 

nle  in  thai  quarter  see  Congress  is  determined 
0  nothing  for  them,  they  will  be  under  the 
necessity  to  do  something  for  themselves. 

He  was  astonished  that  no  altenlion  bad  been 
paid  to  this  coast,  as  an  enemy  might  in  two  hours 
sail  from  the  ocean,  and  put  arms  into  the  hands 
of  at  least  five  thousand  men,  who  might  be  ready 
to  receive  them.  Me  could  produce  letters  to 
show  that  the  people  in  that  qnarter  consider 
tkemselres  in  a  very  dangerous  situation.  He 
hoped,  therefore  the  bill  would  be  recommitted, 
aofl  that  this  part  of  the  coantry  ^ould  be  looked 
M,  He  was  willing  (o  vtne  for  .every  measure  of 
defence  which  might  be  thought  necessary;  but  he 
ctAild  not  sit  silent  and  see  the  State  from  whence 
he  came  wholly  neglected. 

Mr.LivmoBTON  said,  the  reason  which  iheeen- 
tieman  from  North  Carolina  (Mr.  Maoon)  liad 
asaigned  for  wishing  the  bill  to  be  recommitted, 
Tiz:  thai  he  might  nave  an  opportunity  of  strik- 
ing oat  the  port  of  New  York,  convinced  faim  of 
the  pronely  of  not  recommilttng  iL  Mr.  L.  gave 
reasons  why  it  was  proper  to  attend  to  the  port 
of  New  York.  With  respect  to  the  ground  as- 
signed for  a  recommittal  by  the  rentfeman  last 
np^  he  would  recollect  that  the  select  committee 
estimated  that  there  would  be  a  balance  of  fifty- 
fire  thousand  dollars  to  expend  on  such  places  as 
tke  President  should  ibink  proper ;  and,  if  he 
riiontd  be  applied  to,  there  could  be  no  doubt  but 
the  coast  of  North  Garoliner,  which  he  had  spoken 
.  of,  would  be  attended  to.  if  the  committee  were 
in  poasessim  of  sufficient  informatioD  for   the 


pDrpose,  he  should  himself  he  in  favor  of  spe- 
cific appropriations;  but  he  was  convinced  they 

Mr.  HiHTLBV  was  opposed  to  the  motion  for 
disc harffing  the  commitiee,asitwould  be  attended 
with  a  Toss  of  time,  and  cause  a  great  deal  of  nn- 
necessary  debate;  for,  as  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina  (Mr.  Macom)  is  against  the  whole 
bill,  it  might  be  supposed  he  would  oppose  every 

Elace  that  was  mentioned  for  fortification.  He 
elieved  New  York  ought  to  be  attended  to,  and 
he  doubted  not  the  object  wished  by  the  other 
gentletoan  from  North  Carolina  (Mr.  Grove) 
would  be  effected  by  the  present  bill.  He  thought 
it  proper  that  discretion  should  be  left  with  the 
President  in  this  business,  as  it  might  he  necessary 
to  erect  forts  at  places  which  were  not  at  presoil 
contemplated. 

Mr.  Brooeb  was  convinced  of  the  impropriety 
of  committing  the  bill,  from  the  reason  aangned 
by. his  colleague.  The  business,  he  said,  would 
be  best  left  with  the  President^  who  would  conduct 
it  without  those  local  prejudices  which  would  not 
fail  to  show  ihemselves,  if  the  members  of  that 
House  were  to  undertake  to  designate  the  places. 

Mr.  PiNCENEY  rose  to  justify  or  excuse  the 
select  committee  for  not  having  inserted  in  their 
estimate  that  part  of  tbe  coast  which  had  been 
spoken  of  by  the  gentleman  &om  North  Carolina 
(Mr.  Grove.)  It  would  be  necessary  to  explain 
the  views  of  the  committee  on  that  subject.  The 
committee  to  whom  this  subject  was  referred,  is 
not  only  a  committee  for  taking  into  considera- 
tion fortifications,  but  also  the  general  defence  of 
tbe  United  Stales.  They  were  not  forgetful  of 
that  part  of  tbe  country  which  has  been  men- 
tioned; but  they  did  not  think  fortifications  the 
best  kind  of  defence  for  it.  They  contemplated 
'the  employment  of  eallevs  on  that  coast,  which 
would  oe  better  calculatea  for  defending  it  aminst 
privateers,  than  fortifications  would  be.  They 
thought  fortification!  useless,  except  for  tbe  pro- 
tection of  large  cities,  to  prevent  them  from  being 
bombarded  or  laid  under  contribution;  but  for  the  . 
general  protection  of  tbe  coast,  a  moving  defence, 
wbicb  is  able  tif  pass  in  shallow  water,  will  be 
found  much  preferable. 

With  respect  to  New  York,  be  believed  it  necee- 
sary  to  pay  immediate  attention  to  iL  Considera- 
ble sums  had  been  expended  on  the  works  ther& 
and  to  leave  them  in  their  present  state,  woula 
only  be  to  hold  out  a  lure  to  an  enemy  to  take 
possession  of  ihem,  and,  by  that  means,  get  com- 
mand of  one  of  tbe  first  cities  in  tbe  Union. 

As  to  Ocracoke,  in  North  Carolina,  it  may  be, 
and  he  doubted  not  it  was,  a  proper  place  for  a 
fortification;  hut  if  gentlemen  will  consider  that 
there  is  already  an  unexpended  sum  of  f20,000, 
part  of  which  was  appropriated  for  that  object, 
there  is  no  necessity  for  recommitting  the  bill  to 
have  that  place  inserted. 

rhe  committee,  he  said,  had  reported  a  pK^n- 
sition  for  a  marine  defence  and  a  bill  has  beea 
received  from  the  Senate  for  the  same  object; 
and  they  had  no  doubt  but  the  President  wouU 
provide  fortificauoni    at    such    other    places  as 
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Mr.  Qallatin  said,  he  did  nut  underslaod  that 
the  motioD  of  [he  geotlemBQ  from  Nortb  Carolina 
was  intended  to  destroy  the  bill,  but  merely  that 
oeriain  specific  appropriaiions  should  bi!  made, 
instead  of  leaving  the  business  altogether  to  tbe 
President.  He  was  himself  io  favor  of  ibis  mo' 
tioD;  and  he  was  so  because  he  was  in  favor  of 
the  bill.  He  wished  money  not  only  to  be  appro- 
priated, but  actually  applied;  for  experience  had 
taught  the  Hoose  tbat  when  money  was  appro, 
priaied  in  the  loose  manner  proposed  by  this  bill, 
It  had  001  been  expended.  His  idea  was  that  the 
money  sbnuld  be  appropriated,  and  that  not  only 
tbe  President  sbonld  have  the  power  of  applying 
it,  but  be  directed  (o  see  that  such  and  such  places 
be  fortified,  and  appropriate  such  and  such  sums 
for  the  purpose.  In  doing  this,  be  did  not  wish 
to  enumerate  any  more  (ban  the  principal  places 
which  had  been  named  by  the  chairman  of  the 
select  committee.  In  addition  to  this,  be  wished 
a  sum  to  be  appropriated  to  be  expended  on  &ucb 
ports  as  may  not  be  mentioned,  but  which  it  may 
brereafier  be  found  necessary  by  the  President  to 
fortify,  or  to  make  good  any  deficiencies  in  the 
appropriations  which  are  specified.  If  the  eppro' 
pnations  were  not  made  in  this  specific  way,  he 
ashed  what  security  the  House  had  that  the  objects 
proposed  would  be  accomplished  1  He  helieTed 
they  had  none.  The  Secretary  of  War  told  tbe 
House  that  the  money  appropriated  at  the  last 
sessiao  was  not  applied  for  two  reasons:  one  was, 
because  Congress  had  not  provided  an  additioual 
regiment  of  artillery ;  the  other  was,  because  a 
condition  had  been  made  that  the  SiMes  should 
first  make  cession  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  ground 
whereon  fortifications  were  erected,  and  that  tbe 
cession  had  not  been  made.  The  House  has  re- 
moved the  latter  obstacle,  though  no  additional 
artillery  is  yet  provided.  If  the  busineaa  was  left 
lo  the  discretion  of  tbe  Secretary  of  War,  perhaps 
be  might,  at  the  next  session,  assign  some  other 
reason  for  not  having  applied  the  money  to  the 
objects  for  which  ii  was  appropriated.      In  the 

gesent  instance  he  would  be  bold  to  say  that  the 
ouse  had  acted  right,  and  the  Secretary  of  War 
wrong.  He  last  session  wanted  an  additional 
regiment  of  artillery;  which  it  was  now  seen  were 
not  wanted;  whereas,  if  he  had  expended  the 
money  as  directed,  our  fortifications  would  have 
been  in  a  better  situation  than  ihey  now  are. 
Knowing  this  had  been  the  case  heretofore,  Mr. 
G.  thought  that  the  House,  whose  duty  it  was  to 
provide  Tor  the  defence  of  the  country,  ought  not 
only  lo  appropriate  the  money  for  the  purpose, 
bat  direct  it  to  be  applied  to  particular  objects. 

Mr.  Q.  was  sorry  to  bear  any  local  objections  to 
this  bill.  The  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  had 
expressed  his  desire  to  have  the  bill  recommilled, 
that  be  might  have  an  opportunity  of  striking  out 
New  York.  To  attain  this  object  a  recommit- 
ment  was  not  necessary.  It  might  be  done  by 
striking  onl  the  last  section  of  the  bill.  He  men- 
tioned this,  because  the  gentleman  fromNew  York 
had  opposed  the  recommitment  oii  that  grouod. 


As  an  individual.  It  was  his  opinion  that  the 
State  of  New  York  ought  to  have  ceded  the  place 
on  which  her  fortifications  are  erected,  in  the  same 
way  as  Pennsylvania  and  other  States  had  donb 
He  also  thought  that  State  ought  to  have  taken 
measures  to  have  paid  tbe  balance  which  they 
owe  to  tbe  United  States.  In  both  points  he 
blamed  them;  but  In  the  present  situation  of  the 
country,  wishing  every  vulnerable  place  to  be 
fortified,  and  as  it  was  for  tbe  interest  and  safety 
of  the  Union  that  that  port  should  be  fortifiea, 
he  certainly  wished  it  to  be  attended  to.  He 
would  go  as  far  as  any  gentleman  in  fortifying 
the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  United  Slates.  He 
was  willing  to  appropriate  (300,000  for  the  pur- 
pose; and  he  should  be  equally  ready  to  appro- 
eriate  for  providing  such  gun-boats  or  floating 
itteries  as  may  be  thought  necessary  for  the 
protection  of  the  coast. 

His  colleague  said  he  was  opposed  to  the  re- 
'  ment,  because  it  would  occasion  delay. 
lid  remind  him  that  thattonld  not  be  the 
case,  as  there  were  now  $90,000  of  an  unexpend- 
ed appropriation,  and  Ihe  commitment  would  not 
occasion  a  delay  of  more  than  a  day  or  two. 

Mr.  J.  WiLLiAHB  was  against  discharging  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  he  thought  if  the 
gentleman  who  bad  jusl  sat  down  would  review 
his  arguments,  he  would  be  so  too.  He  com- 
plained that  the  money  which  had  been  appropri- 
ated was  not  expended.  Why,  if  the  money  wM 
specifically  appropriated,  it  would  not  be  expend- 
ed, if  tbe  officers  thougnt  it  unneceasary.  The 
gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  who  was  oppos- 
ed to  all  fortifications,  he  should  not  notice:  the 
observations  of  his  colleague  as  to  300  oi  400 
miles  of  coast  being  unprotected,  would  be  an  ar- 
gument for  increasing  the  appropriation.  He  was 
sorry  to  hear  the  gentleman  last  up  complaining 
of  a  certain  State  for  not  having  paid  her  debts, 
and  making  cession  of  the  jurisdiction  of  ber  for- 
tifications, as  he  said  Pennsylvania  had  done. 
But,  he  ashed  whether  the  gentleman  could  com- 
pare tbe  importance  of  one  site  wiih  that  of  an- 
other? As  to  paying  of  debt  he  hoped  Pennsyl- 
vania would  pay  her  own,  before  her  Represent- 
atives called  upon  others  to  pay  theirs. 

Mr.  Macon  spoke  again  in  favor  of  the  molioti, 
and  as  to  the  inutility  of  the  fortificstions  at  New 
York. 

Mr.  Brtan  was  in  favor  of  the  motion,  and 
spoke  of  the  importance  of  fortifying  Ocracoke. 

Mr.  RuTLEOOD  was  glad  to  find,  however  averse 
gentlemen  hod  been  heretofore  to  fortifications, 
that  they  were  now  pretty  generally  impressed 
with  the  propriety  of  the  measure,  feeing  him- 
self in  favor  of  it,  he  should  be  against  discharge 
ing  the  Committee  of  the  Whole.  He  wished 
tbe  business  to  be  gone  into  immediately;  and 
except  there  was  an  engineer  in  every  delegation, 
it  would  be  in  vain  for  the  House  lo  attempt  lo 
sav  what  was  proper  to  be  done  at  every  place,  or 
what  would  be  (he  expense  of  doing  it.  He  W 
lieved  it  would  be  best  to  leave  the  msller  with 
the  President,  who  would  employ  engineers  to 
point  out  the  fittest  places  to  be  fortified,  and  esti- 


DiqinzedhyGoOt^le 


BISTORT  OP  CONGRESS. 


Apkii^  i7ae.j 


Additional  Artiiiery,  f  c. 


mate  the  expense.  He  did  not  wonder  that  the 
feetiogs  of  bis  friend  from  North  Carolina  should 
be  roused  by  the  aoproiect«d  state  of  bis  cuuotry : : 
but  as  he  had  been  iafotmed  that  a  floating  de- 
fence was  coDtemplated,  he  hoped  his  apprehen- 
sions would  be  delayed. 

Much  blame,  Mr.  R.  said,  had  been  thrown  upon 
the  Secretary  of  War,  for  not  baviog  expended 
aU  the  money  appropriated  at  the  last  lesaioa. 
He  believed  this  subject  was  not  properly  before 
tbe  House  at  present;  but  he  recollected  that  it 
had  been  stated  to  the  House  that  for tifical ions 
were  mojldering  to  decay  for  want  of  men  to 
lake  «re  of  them,  yet  no  men  were  provided, 
and  he  saw  no  use  in  laving  out  money  without 
the  places  were  afterwaros  taken  care  of. 

Mr.  QfioVE  repealed  bis  solicitude  for  the  coast 
of  North  Caroiina. 

Hr,  Thatchrr  did  not  regret  that  the  money 
appropriated  at  the  last  session  was  not  expended; 
be  should  be  glad  to  find  at  tbe  nexfrsession  thai 
there  had  been  no  occasion  to  expend  the  money 
now  appropriated.  Me  was  unwilling  to  recom- 
mit the  bill  for  the  purpose  mentioned.  There 
wereportsinMassachusetts  which  he  could  name, 
which  required  attention,  at  least  at  much  as 
those  of  North  Carolina ;  but  he  was  willing  to 
leave  the  expenditure  of  the  money  to  tbe  judg- 
ment of  the  President. 

The  motion  for  discharging  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  was  put  and  negatived. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Comnul- 
lee  of  the  Whole  on  this  bill ;  when 

Mr.  Bi^ocMT  moved  to  amend  the  first  section 
by  inserting  all  the  places  which  haJd  been  insert' 
ed  in  the  original  law. 

This  motion  was  advocated  bvMessrs.  B[.onHT, 
GALi.aTiM,  MiLLEDOE,  aud  McDowell,  and  op- 
posed by  Messrs.  Bbwall,  Goreoh,  Pincenbt, 
Datton,  and  Brooks.  It  was  negatived  without 
ft  division. 

In  the  course  of  tbe  observations  on  thiH  amend- 
ment, it  was  said  to  be  improper  for  members  to 
be  pointing  out  the  most  weak  and  vulnerable 
parts  of  the  coast,  at  a  time  when  we  have  every 
reason  to  expect  a  war.  In  answer  to  this,  Mr. 
Blodht  said,  that  it  was  well  known  that  all 
parts  of  our  coast  are  weak  ;  and  that  no  secret  of 
this  kind  could  be  revealed  lo  France,  as  a  survey 
of  our  coast  bad  been  made  by  citizens  of  that 
eountry.  who  were  probably  now  in  France. 

Mr.  Sewalli  moved  to  fill  up  tbe  blank  in  the 
bill  with  $200,000. 

Mr.  8.  Smith  tbooghl,  since  the  debate  which 
bad  taken  place,  that  $2^0,000  would  be  necessa- 
ry, as  several  places  had  been  mentioned  which 
had  not  been  considered  by  the  committee. 

After  some  ohservatiano  in  favor  of  $250,000, 
by  Mr.  Har)>eb  and  Mr.  S.  Smith,  and  against  it 
by  Mr.  Sfiwai-i.  and  Mr.  Macok,  the  question  on 
tbe  largest  sum  was  carried,  there  beingfifly  mein- 
bers  in  favor  of  it. 
I  Mr.  Bloumt  moved  to  insert  tkree  ports  in 

North  Carolina  by  name.    The  motion  was  neg- 
atived, there  being  only  13  votes  to  hvor  of  it. 
Tbe  bill  being  gone  thiougb,  ibe  committee 


Mr,  Qallatin  made  a  motion  similar  to  the 
first  made  by  Mr.  Blodmt  in  Copmitiee  of  the 
Whole,  for  enumerating  the  places  at  which  the 
money  appropriated  should  be  expended,  leaving 
tbe  Preaideni  the  power  of  expending  such  soma 
at  other  places  as  he  should  think  proper. 

After  some  debate,  of  no  great  importance,  the 
question  was  raken,and  dt^cided  in  the  negative — 
yeas  32,  nays  54,  as  follows : 

TcAS — Abnham  Baldwin,  Dsvid  Bard,  Thomss 
Blount,  Nathan  Biysn,  1)«nisey  Burgcs,  BunnelJ.  Ca- 
bal), Thomas  Clsiboroe,  William  Chules  Cole  Clsj- 
bome.  Matthew  Clay,  John  Dstrsan,  William  Findli^, 
John  Fowlar,  Albert  Gsllatin,  Andrew  Gregg,  WilGim 
Bury  Groves  Jonsthan  N.  Hsven^  Qavid  Holma% 
Waller  lanes,  Matthew  Locke,  Matthew  Lyon,  N*> 
thamel  Msam,  Blair  HcClansfliBn,  Joseph  McBowell, 
John  Hilledge,  Jolm  NicholaB,  Toimmn  J.  Kinner, 
Richard  Hpcigg,  jr.,  Bichsrd  Stanford,  Thomas  Snm- 
ler,  Abram  Trigg,  John  Trigg,  and  Robert  WLIiama. 

Naii — John  Allen,  George  Bser,  jun.,  Bailey  But- 
lett.  Jamas  A.  Bsyard,  David  Brooks,  Stcfihen  Bullock, 
ChiiKupher  G.  Champlin,  John  Chapman,  James  Coch' 
ran,  JiMhua  Coit,  William  Craik,  Samuel  W.  Dana, 
Thomas  T.  DbtI^  John  Dannis,  George  Dent,  Thomaa 
Evans,  Abiel  Footer,  Dwight  Foster,  Nathaniel  Free- 
man, jun.,  Beniy  Glen,  Chsuncej  Goodrich,  Williald' 
Gurdon,  Roger  Grissrotd,  John  A.  Hsnna,  Robert  Good- 
loe  Hsrpei,  Carter  B.  Hsrriun,  Thomas  Hartley,  Wil- 
liam HindmBn,Hezekiah  L.  Hosmer,  James  H-  Imls;, 
Ednsrd  Livingston,  Samoel  Lymsn,  Jsmea  Machir, 
William  Malthewa,  Lewis  R.  Morris,  HarriMin  G.  Otis, 
Thomas  Pinckney,'  John  Reed,  John  Rulledgs,  junior, 
James  Schnieman,  Samuel  Senall,  William  Shepard, 
Thomas  Sinnickson,  Ssmuel  Smith,  William  Smith,  P» 
leg  Kpragne,  George  Thatcher,  Richard  Thomss,  Tho- 
mas 'hllmghast,  John  E.  Van  Alen,  Philip  Van  Cort- 
landt,  Jos^  B.  Vamnm,  Peleg  Widswoith,  and  J^m 
WUliami. 

TBDBsnAV,  April  12. 

The  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  providing  for 
the  ftirther  detence  of  the  ports  and  harbois  of 
the  United  Slates,  was  read  the  third  lime,  and 
passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  sick  and  disabled  sea- 
men, after  considerable  oppositian  from  Messrs. 
Sewall,  Otib,  and  Reed,  was  passed,  59  votes 
being  in  its  favor. 

The  bill    making    an   appropriation    for  the 

Qovernment   buildings  in  tne   city  of  Washine* 

ton,  was  received  from  the  Senate,  with  ameoa- 

ments,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee. 

ADDITIONAL  ARTILLERY,  Ac 

Mr.  8.  Smith  moved  to  go  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  in  order 
to  take  up  the  resolution  for  providing  additional 
companies  of  artillery  and  engineers,  and  cannon, 


The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  accordingly, 
Mr.  Dbnt  in  the  Chair,  when  the  resolution  pro- 
viding for companies  of  artillery  and  en- 
gineers having  been  read, 
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Mr.  SctfALi.  asid,  the  committee  had  Ihooght 
that  eight  or  nice  additional  companies  might  be 
sufficient ;  but  be  believed  that  it  would  be  nee 
Mry  to  have  more  than  one  lieutenant  colonel 
an  actual  attack  tnighi  be  made  in  one  part,  and 
another  migtit  be  expected  in  a  different  quarter, 
or  a  field  c^cer  mi^nt  be  wanted  to  command  a 
militia  party.  Besides,  eight  or  nine  companies 
will  not  afford  a  sufficient  number  of  men,  as  the 
present  fortifications  will  need  more  than  400  ad- 


on  was  necesBBry,  and  he 
was  of  t^e  same  opinion.  He  therefore  moved 
to  strike  out  the  word  "  companies,"  for  the  pur- 
pose of  inserting  "a  regiment." 

Mr.  N10B01.AB  wished  to  know  whether  the 
committee  had  aof  information  with  respect  to 
tbe  present  regiroeot,  as  to  where  the  men  were 
stationed,  and  whether  the  regiment  is  complete. 

Hr.  Macon  did  not  think  it  would  be  proper  to 
add  any  more  field  officers.  Tbe  fall  nomber  of 
men  might  be  raised  without  an  additional  Geld 
officer.  The  men  would  be  placed  in  the  different 
fortifications,  where  there  could  be  little  occasion 
for  field  officere. 

Mt.  Sewall  said,  he  would  give  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  the  informatioD  he  had  asked  for, 
by  reading  a  letter  which  he  had  received  from 
the  Secretary  of  War.  From  this  letter  it  appears 
that  tbe  whole  number  of  uon-commissluned  offi- 
cers and  men,  at  present,  is  953,  but  that  there  is 
ftdpficiency  of  about  250.  The  different  places  at 
vhich  the  men  were  stationed  were  enumerated, 

Mr.  Hartley  was  in  favor  of  the  amendment. 
He  hoped  we  should  not  have  war;  but  if  we  had, 
he  believed  additional  field  officers  would  be  neces- 
■Biy.  To  hare  a  complete  additional  regiment 
would  encourage  young  men  to  enter  Into  it,  who 
would  not  go  into  an  old  corps.  He  believed  if  a 
new  regiment  was  raised,  it  might  be  as  respecta- 
ble a  corps  as  any  in  existence  ;  but  if  the  addi- 
tional companies  were  added  to  the  old  regiment, 
it  would  become  unwieldy,  and  unlike  any  other 
body  in  the  world.  One-half  of  these  men  would 
be  wanted  in  the  field,  and  therefore  two  iieuteii< 
ant  colonels  would  be  very  necessarf . 

Mr.  Nicnoi^a  tmderstood  the  chairman  of  the 
select  committee  to  say  that  eight  companies 
would  be  sufficient ;  so  that,  if  the  present  regi- 
ment was  filled  up,  there  would  be  Hltle  more 
than  one  -hundred  men  wanting.  But  it  seemed 
s  number  of  the  men  were  wanted  for  tbe  western 
frontier.  He  was  certain,  that  when  these  men 
were  first  raised,  no  idea  was  theo  enteitained  of 
nufdoying  ihem  on  that  frontier.  He  could  see 
no  use  for  them  there,  except  they  were  employed 
iBctead  of  other  men;  and  if  so,  it  was  an  impro- 
per disposition  of  them.  It  was  giving  to  the 
Secretary  of  War  the  power  to  extend  the  num- 
ber of  the  men,  in  order  to  employ  them  differ- 
ently from  what  they  were  intended.  He  hoped 
ihisy  should  not  proceed  to  form  another  skeleton 
of  a  regiment,  for  field  officer*  would  not  be  em- 
ployed, if  made.    In  the  last  war,  to  the  South- 


ward, there  was  scarcely  ever  more  than  a  cop- 
tain's  command.  Indeed,  be  considered  field  offl- 
cers  as  of  little  more  use  in  the  field  than  in  gar- 
nson  duty,  and  therefore  wholly  uoneceesary. 
When  the  present  regiment  was  first  organized, 
one  lieutenant  colonel  was  objected  toj  but  it  was 
said  this  regiment  was  to  operate  as  a  kind  of 
military  school,  and  on  that  ground  it  was  agreed 
to.  He  supposed  the  great  depOts  of  commerce 
would  have  been  attended  to ;  but  he  did  not 
think  it  was  necessary  to  go  to  the  ezteait  in  pre- 
parations for  war  which  gentlemen  contemplated. 
He  hoped  they  would  not  give  way  so  far  to  thsir 
wishes  on  ibis  subject,  without  inquiring  into  oiu 
ability  to  support  the  expense.  He  beheved  the 
greatest  want  by  and  by  would  be  the  w«at  of 
money,  and  that,  therefore,  no  estimate  should  be 
made  larger  than  necessary. 

Mr.  Smith  said,  tbe  present  corps  of  artillerists 
and  engineers  consists  of  one  lieutenant  ccdoitel, 
four  majors,  and  sixteen  companies  of  62  men 
each,  making  992  men,  exclusive  of  the  offic«n. 
Whether  they  are  complete  or  not,  he  did  not 
know.  Men  are  constantly  going  out,  and  there 
have  been  some  desertions.  TMs  corps  has  not 
been  found  sufficient  for  the  western  frontier  and 
the  Atlantic  forts.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia 
had  said,  there  was  no  occasion  for  artillery  on 
the  western  frontier,  as  that  service  was  not  con- 
templated when  the  regiment  was  formed.  On 
reflection,  that  gentleman  must  allow  that  they 
are  necessary  at  Detroit,  in  the  neiffhborhtxtd  of 
the  British  posts,  at  Niagara,  Micnilimackinao, 
and  at  Walnut  Hillsand  theNatchei.  That  gen- 
tleman is  also  of  opinion  that  field  officers  are  not 
issEuy  in  service.  He  was  himself  of  a  differ- 
opinion,  and  spoke  of  the  manner  in  which 
they  would  be  necessary.  The  cbairman  of  the 
select  committee  has  stated  that  it  was  (he  opinion 
of  the  committee  that  nine  additional  companiec 
wouldhave  been  sufficient.  He  did  himself  think 
these  would  have  been  sufficient;  but  reflecting 
further  upon  the  subject,  he  believed  IS  companies 
would  not  be  too  many.  Our  posts  on  the  Spanish 
frontier  must  be  substantially  garrisoned,  as  they 
are  far  removed  from  any  militia,  except  what 
may  be  formed  from, the  people  resident  there. 
It  must  be  in  the'  view  of  erery  gentleman, 
at  we  ate  about  to  be  involved  in  war.  It  is 
ore  than  probable.  If  (his  is  the  case,  and  he 
believed  it  was,  we  mnst  have  more  artillery  than 
is  necessary  to  guard  otir  posts.  We  must  have 
sufficient  besides  for  an  army  of  20,000  men.  He, 
therefore,  thought  a  eompleta  regiment  would  be 


An  objection  wtis  made  by  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  on  the  ground  of  expense.  This  was  no 
time  to  talk  of  expense.  We  must  providomeans 
of  defence.  This  is  our  duty,  and  it  is  die  duty 
of  the  people  cheerfully  to  pay  the  expense.  His 
object  bad  always  been  to  preserve  the  country  in 
peace.  He  h^d  constantly  reprobated  every  mc». 
sure  which  could  lead  to  war.  During  the  extra- 
ordinary session,  he. opposed  the  increaae  of  our 
artillery  or  naval  armament.  He  went  heartily 
into  the  appropiiaiioa  for  the  defence  of  our  pofts 
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KBd  harbors;  inlo  the  npense  of  «i}uippjng  and 
maaniiig  our  frigates,  ana  that  of  two  tcbsfU  of 
teD  and  twelve  guna,  for  the  purpose  of  protecting 
oar  coasts  and  ports.  The  House  had  been  cold 
that  everything  had  been  done  with  respect  to  iha 
frigates  with  as  much  expedilioo  ae  possible, 
This  they  must  believe.  They  yjere  also  told 
that  the  cutters  could  aot  be  pal  to  sea  for  want 
of  caDnoik.  This  must  be  believed  also,  but  he 
was  sorry  to  believe  it.  The  present  was,  how; 
crer.'avery  different  appearance  of  things  from 
that  which  presented  itself  daring  the  eitraordi' 
nary  session.  The  documents  which  had  been 
laid  before  the  Hooae  show  that  war  is  almost 
inevitable;  that  it  is  not  in  onr  option  to  say, 
there  shall  be  no  war.  It  is  in  the  option  of  ano- 
ther nation,  which  appears  to  be  irritated  with  as, 
whether  justly  or  unjustly,  he  should  not  inquire. 
It  a;^ar*  that  peace  is  no  loiu>er  within  our 
grasp.  Believing  this,  he  would  do  alt  in  his 
power,  not  only  by  his  voice,  but  by  all  tbe  means 
which  nature  and  his  own  industry  had  given 
him,  10  support  his  country.  Whilst  he  conceived 
it  to  be  in  our  power  to  preserve  peace,  he  was 
desirous  of  taking  every  measure  to  preserve  it; 
but  now,  when  he  saw  war  approacbing,  he  would 
meet  it,  and  no  man  should  be  found  more  ready 
than  he  to  defend  his  country.  He  would  give 
the  re^ment  of  artillery  now  asked  for,  because 
he  believed  it  necessary.  He  believed  more 
airy  would  be  wanted  in  the  Southern  country, 
though  in  the  part  from  whence  he  came  they 
were  not  wanted.     He  would  also  give  ihem. 

Though  the  question,  Mr.  8.  said,  was  only  for 
an  additicw  to  the  eorpa  of  artillery,  it  involved  in 
some  degree  the  defence  of  the  Union  generally, 
mad  would  warrant  his  saying  what  he  thought 
neceuary  to  say  on  this  subject.  Money,  he 
allowed^  was  the  great  essential.  With  money 
everything  was  easy.  We  have,  said  he,  within 
ourselves  every  means  of  defence,  and  recourse 
mast  be  bad  to  them.  The  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  have  the  subject  of  revenue  befoK 
tfaem.  They  will  report  a  plan,  which  wilt  not, 
perhaps,  bring  money  immediately  into  the  Trea- 
sury ;  hut,  in  the  present  situation  of  things,  anti- 
cipations might  easily  be  got  from  the  moneyed 
men  of  the  country. 

Mr.  9.  concladed,  by  saying  he  had  gone  fui 
ther  into  the  subject  than,  according  to  the  rules 
of  (wder,  he  ought  to  have  gone ;  but  trusted  he 
should  be  excused,  from  having  dwelt  upon  a  ques- 
tion which  would  but  too  mucn  interest  us,  he  ap* 
prehended,  in  a  short  time. 

Mr.  Macon  expected  the  gentleman  last  up 
would  have  spoken  to  the  question,  and  shown  the 
use  of  additional  field  officers.  He  did  not  wish 
to  lavish  money  away,  as,  if  we  were  to  be  en- 
gaged  in  war.  we  should  have  occasion  for  all  that 
could  be  got.  He  had  no  doubt  the  moneyed  men 
in  this  country  would  do  as  much  as  the  moneyed 
men  in  any  other.  But  as  he  could  see  no  occa- 
sion, iai  none  had  been  shown,  for  ten  field 
officers  in  the  artillery,  he  should  op^Mse  the  pres- 
ent  motioa. 

Mr.  PmcKMEY  said,  it  must  give  reel  pleasure 


to  every  true  friend  of  his  country,  to  find  the  una- 
nimity which  exists  in  this  House  for  supporting 
every  measure  which  may  be  deemed  necessary 
for  the  defence  of  our  country;  and  when  they 
differed,  it  was  merely  about  tliis  or  that  mode  of 
carrying  inlo  effect  the  plans  proposed.  He  con- 
sidered It  to  be  the  object  of  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina,  to  be  economical  on  this  bead, 
that  we  might  have  better  means  foreffectingsotoe 
other  measures.  But  if  the  gentleman  consider- 
ed the  amount  of  ihij  economy  as  extending  onlr 
to  a  few  officers,  he  would  scarcely  think  it  wortn 
contending  for. 

According  to  the  establishment  of  the  United 
States,  they  had  no  separate  corps  of  engineer^ 
The  engineers  and  artillerists  are  connected  to- 
gether, and  tbe  field  officers  are  the  most  proper 
Sersons  to  be  employed  as  engineers,  and  ihere- 
]re  he  conceived  the  additional  officers  would  be 
necessary.  Besides,  these  officers  being  experi- 
enced men,  will  be  ready  to  takecommand  in  case 
of  any  sudden  attack.  Indeed,  when  the  vast  ex- 
tent of  our  coast  and  frontier  is  considered,  it  must 
be  acknowledged  it  would  be  bnd  economy  to  hare 
too  small  a  number  of  officers. 

Mr.  Sbefahd  said,  if  it  were  likely  we  should 
go  to  war,  ii  would  be  absolutely  necessary  to 
agree  to  the  amendment.  He  doubled  not  men  of 
knowledge  and  experience  would  be  appointed  as 
officers,  two  or  three  of  whom  would  have  to  be 
employed  as  engineers  to  overlook  the  works  at 
the  different  fortifications,  by  which  means  tbe 
United  States  would  save  more  money  than  their 
pay  would  amount  to. 

Mr.  J.  Wit-LiAMs  should  be  in  favor  of  an  addi- 
tional Lieutenant  Commandant  and  four  Majors, 
if  our  artillery  were  to  be  doubled,  as  the  officers, 
who  would  doubtless  be  men  of  science,  would 
be  capable  of  acting  as  engineers^  and  ready  in 
some  cases  to  command  the  militia  m  case  of  a  war. 

Mr.  Gallatin.  If  the  object  of  this  amendment 
had  been  solely  to  decide  that  there  should  be 
field  officers  according  to  the  additional  compa- 
nies of  artillery  to  be  raised,  he  did  not  know  tnat 
he  should  have  troubled  the  committee  upon  the 
subject,  as  he  did  not  pretend  to  be  welfacquaiut- 
ed  with  military  matters,  but  sixteen  companies- 
were  now  proposed  to  be  raised,  in  lieu  of  eight, 
which  the  select  committee  thought  sufficient. 

Upon  this  ground,  it  was  difficult  to  decide  this 
question.  The  chairman  of  the  committee  read  a 
letter  which  had  been  written  to  him  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  War,  which  contained  information  on 
the  lubject,  but  as  this  letter  bad  not  been  laid  be- 
fore the  House  and  printed,  as  was  cnstomary  in 
such  cases,  reference  could  not  be  had  to  it.  WbCD 


of  tbe  present  establishment, 
where  staiioued.and  for  what  purpose  the  addition 
was  wanted.  Nothing  of  this  kind  was  now  be- 
fore them  ;  ihey  had  been  told  in  a  vague  manner, 
that  having  appropriated  largely  for  fortifications 
additional  artillery  would  be  wanted.  He  hoped 
when  a  bill  was  reported,  this  information  would 
be  given  to  the  House. 
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It  had  been  said  by  [be  geatleman  from  Mary- 
land, ihat  we  are  on  ibe  eve  ol  a  war.  He  agreed 
that  the  probability  of  awar  Is  gri^ater  than  it  has 
been  at  auv  former  period.  He  would  not  make 
any  remarK^  on  what  has  drawn  us  itilo  this  situ- 
ation. But,  among  the  causes,  be  would  beg  leave 
to  mentioo  the  publication  of  the  late  despatches 
from  our  Envoys  in  France,  ordered  by  tbe  Senate. 

STheCsAiRMAN  said  this  remark  was  not  in  or- 
er.]  Mr.  G.  said,  the  gentleman  from  Maryland 
had  grounded  all  his  arguments  upon  tbe  present 
alarming  situation  of  the  country,  and  he  meant  to 
state  only,  that  the  publication  of  these  papers  had 
destroyed  the  hope  which  he  before  entertained  of 
a  teconciliaiion.  [A  cry  of  order.]  Mr.  Q.  wish- 
ed to  know  what  waa  in  order.  He  supposed  if  it 
was  not  in  order  to  speak  of  what  bad  led  to  the 
present  situation  of  tnings,  he  should  be  at  liberty 
to  slate  in  what  tbe  danger  of  this  country  exists. 
He  conceived  that  the  great  danger  with  which  a 
war  threatens  this  country,  is  as  it  respects  the 
capital  of  the  nation,  and  tlie  revenues  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stales.  Tbe  greatest  mischief  would  arise 
from  the  capture  ol  our  vessels,  and,  in  the  next, 
from  being  deprived  of  the  ability  to  pay  the  reie- 
nuea  of  the  United  States.  The  revenues  would 
be  immediately  diminished  by  captures,  and  also 
from  a  want  of  ability  in  our  merchants  to  pay. 
These  he  looked  upon  as  the  greatest  eriLs  to  be 
apprehended  from  a  war,  and  therefore  he  con- 
tended that  it  was  the  dutv  of  the  House  to  be 
cautious  how  they  eipended  money  unnecessarily. 
If  the  effect  of  a  war  will  be  to  decrease  our 
revenue;  every  object  of  expense  should  be  avoid- 
ed, which  is  not  essentially  necessary  ;  and  it  was 
possible,  on  further  information,  be  uight  be  con- 
vinced that  it  was  proper  to  increase  ihe  artillery 
corps  sixteen  companies,  instead  of  eight,  as  first 
stated  ;  but,  at  present,  be  did  not  think  them  ne- 
cessary. 

Is  there,  said  Mr.  O.,  any  person  on  this  floor 
seriously  afraid  of  an  invasion?  He  was  surehe 
was  not.  Because  tbe  enemy  we  may  have  to 
contend  with,  is  weak  in  every  point  which  relates 
to  invasion.  She  hasa  weak  navy;  bermtajisof 
trausport-sre  small;  the  immense  sea  which  di- 
vides us  is  a  security  against  it ;  but  the  greatest 
security  Is,  our  own  power  and  resources,  and  the 
conviction  that  an  attack  upon  this  country  can 
be  no  object  with  that.  Their  object  will  be  plun- 
der, and  that  will  be  carried  on  by  attacking  our 
vessels.  There  was,  therefore,  no  real  danger  of 
invasion  by  an  army ;  but  hs  allowed  it  to  be  pos- 
sible that  a  few  ships  might  come  and  lay  some  of 
our  towns  on  tbecoast  under  contribution,  or  plun- 
der our  harbors.  Against  this  be  was  williog  to 
provide.  If,  in  the  event  of  war.  it  shall  be  ne- 
cessary to  have  an  army  of  20,000  men,  then  an 
additional  number  of  artillery  may  be  necessary  ; 
but  as  be  considered  the  defence  contemplated 
went  no  further  than  the  protection  of  our  harbors 
against  the  depredations  of  any  few  vessels  which 
might  attack  them,  be  did  not  think  it  neces.-<ary 
10  go  as  far  as  was  proposed  with  respect  to  the 
artillery. 
What,  be  inquired,  was  tbe  additional  number 


of  Biiillery  asked  1  ,  Some  say  sixteen  coropaoies ; 
others  eigiil.  Wehavesixteen  atpresent.  Where 
are  they  employed  ?  Four  in  ine  harbors,  and 
twelve  on  tbe  western  frontier.  He  asked  what 
use  twelve  companies  were  on  the  frontier  7  A 
few  at  Niagara  and  Detroit  must  be  necessary. 
Perhaps  four  companies.  But  beheld  in  his  hand 
the  reasons  which  the  Secretary  of  War  bad  given 
for  placing  them  there.  It  was  not  to  preserve  tbe 
frontier  from  Indian  invasion.  But  in  order  to 
preserve  the  peace  of  the  Union,  to  preserve  order 
and  good  government  among  our  own  citizeu. 
[Mr.  G.  read  an  extract  from  a  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary  to  this  effect.]  On  this  ground,  Mr.  G.  said,  he 
had  an  opinion  of  bis  own.  Without  being  a 
military  man,  (which  he  w«s  not,)  he  might  say, 
an  army  is  not  necessary  to  keep  the  people  from 
subverting  order  and  good  goverimienL  He  con- 
ceived it  was  not  tbe  intention  of  Congress  to 
place  these  men  there  when  they  were  first  raised. 
He  thought,  therefore,  that  eight  companies  might 
be  withdrawn  from  ike  western  frontier  without 
inconvenience,  and  placed  on  the  seaboard. 

We  ought,  at  this  time,  he  said,  to  husband  our 
resources  as  well  as  we  can,  and  not  go  into  any 
expense  which  can  be  avoided.  He  should,  there- 
fore, vote  against  (be  amendment ;  for  if  ever  six- 
teen companies  are  necessary  on  the  seacoaat, 
eight  might  be  drawn,  as  he  had  stated,  from  tbe 
frontier. 

He  bad  heard  it  twice  repeated  (once  yesterday 
and  again  to-day)  that  we  must  tirst  provide  for 
the  e^ctual  defence  of  the  country,and  then  look 
out  for  money.  He  believed  it  would  be  found 
extremely  inconvenient  to  pursue  this  mode.  On 
the  contrary,  he  thought  it  would  be  wise  to  take 
a  view  of  oui  resources  first ;  and  if  it  is  found 
they  are  extensive,  and  equal  to  any  purpose  pro 
posed,  then  let  all  be  done  ;  but  first  to  go  tnlo 
every  expense, and  then  inquire  wbethef  resources 
could  be  bad,  he  did  not  think  tbe  most  prudenl 
plan.  He  believed  it  would  be  well  to  look  into 
our  means,  and  then  select  such  objects  of  expense 
as  would  he  of  the  greatest  service  to  us. 

He  should  with  that  tbe  resolution  might  be 
agreed  to  under  the  idea  of  eight  companies;  and 
before  a  bill  was  reported,  otner  objects  could  be 
taken  into  consideration,  and  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  might,  in  the  meantime,  make 
a  report  on  tbe  situation  of  our  means,  when  the 
House  would  be  belter  able  to  determine,  than  al 
present,  what  would  be  the  fittest  to  be  done. 

Mr.  G.  said,  be  should  vote  against  tbe  amend- 
meot,  not  because  he  was  against  additional  field 
officers,  because  he  was  not  a  judge  of  the  subject, 
but  because  be  iboughi  sixteen  additional  com- 
panies unnecessary  ;Decause  the  committee  had 
a  number  of  objects  before  them,  and  neither 
knowing  tbe  extent  to  which  they  meant  to  go, 
nor  the  extent  of  our  means,  therefore,  he  should 

Mr.  BnoOKS  agreed  with  the  gentleman  who 
had  just  sat  down,  that  be  was  not  a  good  judse 
of  what  relates  to  military  matters;  aDdnetbougbl, 
by  this  time,  tbe  committee  must  be  of  opinion 
that  be  was  a  very  iadifierent  judge  of  the  whole 
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utbjflct  on  which  he  had  spokee.  Ht>  had  taid 
that  four  compaoies  of  artiUerv  are  iufficient  for  j 
the  whole  frontier.  If  [he  gvDtleman  had  taken  a  < 
range  rroiii  the  lakes  to  tb«  MisussippL  and 
viewed  our  omnerous  posts  there,  he  would  not 
have  ventured  the  positioa.  Ha  had  pretended  to 
say  that  the  Secretary  of  War  had  siven  it  as  bis 
opinion  thai  there  wa*  no  occasion  tor  artillery  on 
tbe  frontier,  except  to  preaerre  order  among  oar 
own  citizens;  but  he  could  not  think  this  was 
said  geQcrsUjr  with  respect  to  all  the  poeti.  The 
gentleinan  has.  on  the  other  hand,  reNesented  the 
nation  with  whom  we  are  likelv  to  be  at  war  as 
a  weak  peoplCi  from  whom  do  danger  is  to  be  ap- 
prchended  ;  yet  he  should  not  Wonder,  if,  before 
the  lesMon  rises,  he  should  speak  of  them  in  a 
most  formidable  shape.  Our  inland  towns  he  re- 
pnsented  as  in  no  danger,  and,  therefore,  tbat  the 
aitiller  J  proposed  are  not  neoeesary ;  but  if  he  took 
a  view  of  our  coast  iVom  Maine  to  Georgia,  he 
thought  it  must  convince  him  that  emptoynient 
might  be  found  for  fifteen  or  sixteen  companies  of 
artillery. 

But  the  gentleman  says,  we  are  not  to  eoasider 
ottr  danger,  but  first  to  sit  down  and  count  the 
cost.  He  thought  the  gentleman  besiiu  at  the 
wrong  end  of  the  business,  tf  he  had  Seen  in  the 
country  at  the  commencement  of  our  Rerolotion, 
he  would  not  have  thought  this  the  proper  coarse 
of  proceeding.  We  then  determined  to  defend 
ourselves  and  preserve  our  independence,  what- 
ever was  the  cost :  and  he  believed  this  would  be 
tbe  best  course  to  be  pursued  on  the  present  occa- 
sion, and  not  calculate  what  the  people  can  aSbrd 
to  pay,  or  what  they  will  be  willing  to  pay,  and  if 
this  be  not  sufficient,  sil  down  and  suffer  our- 
selves to  be  devoared.  On  the  contrary,  he 
thoogbt  it  best  first  to  determine  whether  it  is 
proper  to  defend  ourselves  from  invasion,  aitd 
having  determined  this,  go  on  to  say  what  are  the 
necessary  preparations  to  be  made,  and  after  these 
are  decided  upon,  then  sit  down  and  look  out  for 
the  ways  and  means;  and  not  fold  our  hands  and 
cry  out  there  is  a  lion  in  the  streets,  and  we  shall 
be  devoared,  without  making  an  eSbrt  to  defend 
onrselves.  This  doctrine,  he  could  assure  the 
gentleman,  will  not  pass  current  in  this  country. 

As  10  what  the  gentleman  had  said  with  respeet 
to  the  publieation  of  the  papers,  his  intention  was 
easily  to  be  discovered.  [A  call  of  onler.]  Mr. 
B.  eooclnded  with  saying,  he  was  sorry  any  gen- 
tleman  should  have  tbougnt  it  neeessery  to  alarm 
the  people,  by  telling  them  we  have  not  resources 
iriieretrith  to  defend  ourselves.  He  hoped  sach 
an  alarm,  however,  would  neither  spread  far  nor 
wide. 

Mr.  Datton  (the  Speaker)  said,  that  the  speech 
of  the  member  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Gali.a- 
Tin,)  in  opposition  to  the  amendment  for  increas- 
ing tbe  corps  of  artillerists  and  engineers,  must  be 
considered  as  the  exhibition  of  another  leaf^of 
thai  favorite  book,  in  which  was  written  tbe  sys- 
tem of  his  uniform  opposition  to  all  the  measures 
of  our  Administration.  It  was,  in  other  words, 
the  second  part  of  that  sort  of  mantBUvre,  or  skil- 
M  nunagemant,  which  was  first  attempted  in  the 
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case  of  the  foreign  intercourse  bill ;  when^  under' 
tbe  semblance  of  introducing  an  ecooomieal  re- 
form, his  real  object  was  to  accomplish  other  and 
more  important  changes.  It  could  not  be  so  soon 
forgotten  how  that  gentleman,  in  the  recent  in- 
stance alluded  to,  professing  no  other  design  than 
to  regulate  the  compensations  of  foreign  Miois- 
Cers,  did  aim,  in  eS^I,  by  that  indirect  thoagh 
certain  means,  to  define  and  designate  as  weU  the 
number  as  the  respective  glades  of  our  foreign 
agenis,  and  thereby  virtually  to  place  himself  in 
the  Presidential  chair.  PosaeMing  the  same  tem* 
per,  and  peiaevering  in  the  same  views,  ibe  gen- 
tleman, although  then  defeated,  was  not  di»^ 
couraged  from  again  attempting  to  carry  hia 
point,  under  the  like  plausible  professions  of 
anxiety  for  economical  arran|^ments.  When  an 
additional  number  of  troops  is  called  for,  in  ordef 
to  man  our  fortifications  along  the  seaboard,  or 
indeed  to  prevent  tbem  from  taHing  into  decay,  he 
does  not  deny  that  they  are  wanted  forthis  pur- 
pose, and  that  those  which  are  stationed  at  the 
fort inca lions  in  our  ports  and  harbors  are  inade- 
quate, but  boldly  takes  it  upon  himself  to  decide 
and  declare,  that  treble  the  number  which  are  ne- 
cessary are  posted  along  oui  interior  frontier,  and 
that  itiey  ought  to  be  recalled  to  the  seaeoBat. 
Could  such  language  and  conduct,  Mr.  D.  asked, 
be  otherwise  considered  by  those  who  viewed  it 
in  its  certain  effects,  than  as  another  attempt  to 
uaiup  the  place  and  duties  of  the  Chief  Magis- 
trate, and  tu  wrest  from  him,  or  what  was  eqti^y 
uncons^tutional,  to  participate  with  him,  one  of 
the  most  important  attributes  of  the  office,  that  of 
Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Army?  The  mem- 
ber from  Pennsylvania  knew  well  that  by  defeat- 
ing the  proposition  for  adding  to  Ibe  number  of 
troops,  they  would  compel  the  President  to  with: 
draw  those  now  in  service  from  the  stations  where 
he,  whom  the  Constitution  has  made  exclusively 
the  judge,  had  thought  that  the  common  defence 
and  general  welfare  required  them  to  l>e  siationedJ 
The  member  had,  indeed,  in  words  as  plain  as  he 
could  speak,  (though,  perhaps,  inadvertently,  be- 
cause iuconsistent  with  the  profession  of  bavins  ■ 
single  vieir  to  economy,)  decltfred  unequivocafly, 
that  such  vras  the  very  object  which  he  aimed  at. 
It  was  not  possible.  Mr.  D.  said,  that  a  majority 
of  that  committee  should  be  found  to  countenance 
an  opposition  which  went  in  effect  to  say,  let  thia 
fortrers  be  dismantled,  let  that  post  be  abandoned, 
let  tbe  interior  frontier  be  stripped  of  its  defence, 
and  let  the  House  of  Representatives  in  future  di- 
rect the  movements  and  several  stations  of  the 
troops.  However  well'  qualified  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  might  be  to  regulate  and  di- 
rect those  things,  and  to  perform  the  duties  of  the 
Commander-in-Chief,  yet  it  was  very  certain  that 
the  people  had  not  called  him  to  that  station,  noi 
confided  to  him  that  trust,  and  that  in  his  legisla- 
tive capacity  as  Representative,  he  could  not  be 
warranted  in  his  attempt  to  exercise  it. 

As  to  the  objection  against  the  amendment 
upon  the  principle  that  sixteen  companies  mtM 
compoae  a  regiment,  and  that  they  would  be  more 
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neoesnrjr,  Mr.  D.  would  remark,  (hat  by  adopl- 
iaa  it  [be  House  did  ooi  decide  upon  the  number 
ofthe  addition  (o  be  made. 

The  question  vras  merely  whetber  another  re- 
giment should  be  raised,  and  when  the  bill  should 
be  bfoughl  in,  pursutot  to  the  reioluiion,  it  would 
(hen  be  the  proper  limelo  decide  whether  it  should 
consist  of  three  or  four  battalions,  that  is,  of 
twelve  or  fifteen  companies.  He  acknowledged 
that,  under  hia  present  impression,  he  should  pre- 
fer the  former,  but  he  did  not  wish  to  decide  that 
question  now,  because  it  was  desirable 
more  information  than  thef  wen 
of,  or  than  the  select  committee  was  prepared  to 
gire  them.  Many  advantages  would  accrue  from 
organizing  them  ins  separate  regiment,  and  the 
additional  ex  pease  would  be  no  more  than  that  of 
the  Lieutenant  Colonel,  for  the  companies  to  be 
nus«d  must  be  classed  in  battalions,  and  Majors 
of  course  be  appointed  to  command  tbem. 

Mr.  Qallatin  believed  be  was  a«  good  a  judge 
ta  the  gentleman  from  New  Jeisey  could  be  of  the 

Earpose*  for  which  be  had  been  elected.  He  be- 
eved  be  was  the  sole  judge  of  the  line  of  con- 
duct which  it  was  proper  for  him  to  adopt,  and  of 
the  extent  of  his  duty  ;  and  he  could  not  conceiTe 
that  he  had  not  a  right  to  take  into  consideration 
the  present  disposition  of  the  troops  of  the  United 
Stales,  in  order  to  ascertain  how  far  it  wa^  neces- 
•ary  to  increase  their  number.  He  thought  the 
objeciioD  which  had  been  made  extraordinary, 
especially  as  it  anpeais  from  the  report  of  the  Se- 
cretary of  War  that  he  expected  the  Hou^  would 
take  the  matter  into  consideration,  and  therefore 
states  the  reasons  why  no  reliance  can  be  had 
upon  troops  on  the  frontier.  He  well  knew  that 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  under  him,  had  the  disposition  of  the 
troops  of  the  United  Stales;  but  be  also  knew 
that  if  more  were  asked  for,  for  any  particular  ' 
aervice,  and  Congress  did  not  agr^e  to  provide  so 
many  at  were  asked,  the  consequence  wouM  be 
that  men  would  be  drawn  from  quarters  where 
they  were  of  least  use,Bnd  placed  in  others  wiiere 
aecessity  called  for  them. 

As  to  the  obeervalions  of  the  gentleman  from 
New  York,  (Mr.  Brooks,)  he  did  not  know  whe- 
ther tbey  required  any  answer.  He  allowed  that 
gentleman  might  be  a  belter  judge  of  military 
affairs  than  him,  but  when  be  spoke  of  artillery 
as  being  necessary  on  the  frontier,  be  thought  he 
made  no  display  (4  military  knowledge.  It  was 
well  known,  that  from  1789  to  1794.  we  had  only 
four  companies  of  artillery.  It  is  true  that  we 
have  now  got  possession  of  the  posts  on  the  Lakes ; 
but  this  could  not  be  considered  as  a  removal  of 
our  frontier. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  had  said  that 
his  (Mr.  Q.'s)  mode  of  arguing  would  not  obtain — 
that  be  proposed  submission  because  of  the 
exnense  which  would  attend  defence — that  he 
wished  to  alarm  the  people  of  the  United  Slates 
bf  an  insinuation  thai. we  did  not  possess  the 
nieans  of  defending  ourselves.  Was  it  to  alarm 
the  people  of  the  United  States  that  he  said  he 
did  not  believe  we  had  reason  to  expect  an  inra- 


o  consider 
s  made  upon  our  mo> 
t  tight  to  take  these 
cripple  ouraelres  i: 


sion,  from  the  strength  a 

try,  and  from  the  weakness  of  the  enemy? 
was  bis  wish  that  our  danger,  our  real  sitaat. 
should  be  known  without  exaggeration  on  either 
side.  He  had  himself  considered  our  sitnation, 
and  it  appeared  to  him  thai  the  most  we  had  to 
apprehend  was  from  our  monev  resources.  If  in 
1776  there  was  an  immediate  danger  at  invasion, 

he  knew  very  well  it  was  not • ■•'— 

of  expense  ;  but  when  war  ii 
ney  resources,  he  thought  i* 
into  consideration  J  and  not 
that  part  which  will  be  most  exposed.  Is  it  not 
true,  said  he,  that  our  revenue  is  chiefly  derived 
from  imposts  1  And  will  not  war  greatly  derange 
that  revenue?  And  is  it  not  proper  to  consider 
that  at  the  time  we  are  about  to  make  large  ex- 
penditures of  money  in  defensive  measures?  If 
an  individual  was  to  act  in  the  way  recommend- 
ed by  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  bis  conduct 
would  not  be  much  admired.  He  acknowledged 
there  might  be  times  wben  expenses  might  be  a 
subordinate  consideration ;  but  he  believed  oar 
present  danger  principally  threatened  our  pro- 
perty and  the  deatructioD  of  our  revenue.  It  waa 
proper,  therefore,  to  let  our  measures  and  resour- 
ces go  hand  in  hand,  and  it  was  on  this  ground. 
that  he  should  vote  against  the  amendment. 

He  might  be  excused  if  he  was  actuated  in 
some  degree  by  the  difficulty  always  attendant  in 
the  reducing  of  an  esiabliabment  when  once  gone 
into.  Causes  which  gave  way  to  establishments 
may  cease,  and  establishments  continue.  He  need 
only  refer  to  our  present  Military  and  Naval  Es- 
tablishments, which  were  raised  for  different 
purposes  from  those  for  which  they  are  now  main- 

The  question  on  the  amendment  was  put  and 
carried,  there  being  55  votes  in  favor  of  it. 

The  resolution,  as  amended,  was  pul  and  car- 
ried, there  being  61  votes  for  it. 

Mr.  Bewall  then  called  up  the  resolution  re- 
ported at  the  same  lime  with  the  above,  for  the 
purpose  of  purchasing  arms,  ammunition,  and 
cannon,  which  he  moved  to  amend  by  giving  the 
President  power,  in  case  he  found  any  difficulty 
in  purchasing  cannon  or  arms,  to  purchase  or  rent 
foundries  or  armories. 

Some  opposition  wu  siveu  to  this  amendmmL 
and  the  consideration  of  it  was  postponed  until 
the  information  which  some  days  ago  vraa  called 
for  on  this  subject  from  the  Executive  waa  re- 
ceived. 

The  committee  roae  and  reported  the  reaolntion 
agreed  to,  and  a  hill  was  ordered  to  be  brought  in 
accordingly. 

The  Spiakeh  laid  before  the  Honne  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  War  on  the  subject  of  can- 
non and  arms,  (above  alluded  to;)  which  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union. 

FniniY,  April  13. 
Mr.  Batabd,  from  the  managers  of  the  im- 
peachment against  William  Blount,  who  mxe 
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appointed  to  confer  with  th«  Seoate  on  tke  sub- 
ject of  their  resolotioa.  made  a  report,  which  was 
ordered  to  He  on  the  cable. 

Mr.  SEWftLL.,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
reported  a  bill  to  provide  aa  additional  regiment 
of  trtillerjsts  and  engineer);  which  waa  twice 
read  and  committed. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  on  a  memorial  of 
mndry  merchants  of  this  citf,  prajring  for  the 
erection  of  certain  piers  in  the  river  Delaware. 
The  report  states  it  to  be  the  opinion  of  the  Src- 
tetarp  of  the  Treasury,  that  il  will  be  expedienl 
to  proride  for  the  erection  of  tlie  said  piers,  and 
recommends  an  appropriation  of  a  sum  of  money 
ftar  the  purpose;  commitied  for  Monday. 
CITY  OF  WA8HINGT0K. 

Mr.  Craik,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the 
bill  providing  an  appropriation  for  completing 
the  necessary  buildings  in  the  city  of  Washing' 
ton,  reported  it  as  their  opinion,  that  the  amend- 
ments ought  to  be  agreed  to.  The  rqiort  was 
eommitiM  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and 
being  made  the  order  for  this  day,  the  House  re- 
solved itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  oo 
that  subject.  The  Senate  had  struck  out  all  the 
bill,  except  the  enacting  clause,  and  inserted  in  its 
jriace  a  provision  for  a  loan  of  100,000  dollars, 
which,  together  with  ibe  300,000  dollars  which 
have  already  been  ohlalDed  on  loan  under  the  au- 
tKority  of  the  law  in  which  Congress  guarantees 
a  loan  for  the  city  of  Washington,  male  up  the 
300,000  dollars  there  authorized  to  be  borrowed. 
The  original  bill,  as  sent  from  this  Mouse,  pro- 
posed a  grant  of  200,000  dollars;  but  the  chair- 
man of  the  select  committee  (  Mr.  Chaik)  said, 
as  he  believed  this  was  all  tlut  could  be  sot  at 
this  time,  he  hoped  the  amendment  would  be 
agreed  to.  It  was  agreed  to  accordingly. 
PRIVATE  ARMED  VESSELS. 

Mr.  Vabhom  presented  a  petition  from  the  free- 
boldera  and  others  of  the  town  of  Cambridge,  in 
the  State  of  fidaamchasetts,  stating  their  alarm  on 
Mconnt  of  the  privil^e  given  to  merchants  to 
arm  their  vessels,  (which  they  look  upon  as  tan- 
tamount to  war,)  as  they  believe  stronger  reasons 
than  ever  now  exist  for  restraining  their  arming ; 
that  they  anxiously  wish  for  peace,  believing  that 
we  bare  nothing  to  hope  from  war,  but  dishonor 
and  disgrace ;  that  they  hope  no  idea  of  false  hon- 
or will  prevent  such  measures  being  taken  as  shall 
preserve  peace,  and  by  that  means  most  certaioly 
promote  the  public  welfare. 

Mr.  Varndh  moved  that  this  petition  be  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union. 
-  Hr.  Dana  said  he  did  not  hear  the  petition  dis- 
tinctly, bat  he  thought  there  were  some  things  " 
il  which  were  not  very  proper  to  be  contained 
a  petition,  and  which  rendered  it  improper  to  be 
referred. 

The  question  was  put,  and  it  was  referred— 3S 
to  35. 


POHCHASB  OF  FOUNDRIBS. 
Mr.  Sewall  moved,  that  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  to  whom  was  rererred  the  bill  from  the 
Senate  authorizing  the  President  to  purchase  one 
or  more  foundries,  be  dispharged  from  the  fur- 
ther coDsideratioo  of  it,  and  that  it  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union  ;  which  being  carried,  he  then  moved,  that 
the  House  KO  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  slate  of  the  Union,  which  was  done  accord- 
ingly; and  the  cammiltee  proceeded  to  consider 
the  resolution  which  was  yesterday  under  discus- 
sion, for  appropriating  a  sum  of  money  for  the 
purchase  of  cannon,  arms,  and  ammunition,  and 
the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Sewall  to  em- 
power the  President,  in  case  other  means  should 
fail  in  any  considerable  degree,  to  purchase  or 
hire  foundries,  or  armories,  which  shall  be  em- 
ployed in  manufacturing  the  same  for  the  use  of 
the  United  States. 


Dayton,  J.  Williams,  RoTLtnaE,  Allen,  Haht- 
LEV,  and  PiNcKNGT,  on  the  ground  of  its  being 
necessary  to  provide  for  a  supply  of  cannon  ana 
arms  at  all  events;  that  though  they  allowed  it 
would  he  best  to  purchase  whilst  that  could  be 
done,  yet  there  being  but  few  places  in  the  United 
States  where  cannon  of  a  large  calibre,  in  partic- 
ular, ^ould  be  cast,  the  propnetors  of  tnese  works 
mignt  unite  together  and  refuse  to  contract  for  a 
supply  of  cannon,  except  upon  very  exorbitant 
terms  ;  sr  it  was  possible  they  might  be  influenced 
by  a  foreign  country  not  to  furnish  a  supply^  and, 
it  such  should  be  the  case,  an  appropriation  of 
money  could  not  procure  cannoii,  and  it  would  be 

E roper  and  necessary  that  the  President  should 
Ive  power  to  hire  or  purchase  foundries,  and  to 
employ  persons  to  work  them  on  out  own  account. 
It  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Livinoston,  Qal- 
LATiK, Macon,  Nicholas,  McDowell,  Lton,  and 
T.  Claiborne,  from  a  conviction  that  cannon 
could  be  purchased  to  any  extent;  that  if  this 
power  was  given  they  doubted  not  the  project  of 
casting  our  own  cannon  would  be  immeaiaiely 
gone  into,  which,  from  past  experience,  they  had 
every  reason  to  believe,  would  be  eipetisive  be- 
yond mea&ure,  without  answering  any  good  pur- 
pose ;  and  so  far  from  securing  a  supply,  toey 
thought  it  would  he  likely  to  prevent  it,  as  when 
the  founders  see  the  President  has  a  power  to  pur- 
chase, they  may  refuse  to  contract,  from  the  hope 
of  making  a  good  bargain  in  the  sale  of  their 

The  question  on  the  amendment  was  put  and 
carried,  there  being  fifly  votes  in  favor  of  it. 

The  resolution  was  Inen  carried  without  a  di- 
vision ;  the  committee  rose,  and  a  bill  was  order- 
ed to  be  brought  in  accordingly. 
PIERRE  AUPOIZ. 

On  a  motion  of  Mr.  Livihobtoh,  the  House 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and 
Manufactures  on  the  petition  of  Pierre  Aapoix, 
who  prays  for  a  drawback  oa  goods  exporte 
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which  wa*  refused  to  be  paid  him  bv  the  Collec- 
tor of  New  York,  on  the  ground  of  his  having 
omitted  to  take  the  oath  (during  the  timd  of  a 
former  collector^  not  to  re-land  ine  ^ods  in  the 
United  Slales,  ihough  he  had  complied  with  er- 
erv  oiher  requisite,  and  ic  was  an  omission  of  the 
collector,  that  he  did  not  do  this.  The  reporc 
was  fiivorable,  and  was  concurred  in,  after  some 
debate.  The  committee  rose,  and  the  House  hav- 
ins  confirmed  the  decision,  a  bill  was  directed  to 
be  nrought  in  accordingly.    Adj'd  till  Monday. 

Id  the  course  of  the  sitting,  Mr.  Harfer  gave 
the  following  notice  : 

Mr.  Speaker;  Before  the  House  goes  into  the 
order  of  the  day,  I  wish  to  give  notice  of  a  mo- 
tion which,  at  some  time  before  the  end  of  this 
session,  1  have  resolved  to  submit  to  this  House. 
It  is  for  the  reprimand,  at  the  bar  of  the  House, 
of  one  of  its  members,  for  the  most  vile  and  un- 
founded slanders  against  sundry  members  of  this 
House.  These  slanders  are  contained  in  a  letter 
which  I  have  read  in  the  public  prints  of  this  city, 
and  which  contains  all  that  malice  and  falsehood 
could  suggest  for  the  purpose  of  defaming  the 
members  of  this  House,  and  of  the  Government, 
and  of  destroying  their  reputation.  I  allude,  Sir, 
to  a  letter  under  the  signature  of  William  Find- 
let,  which  has  appeared  in  the  public  prints,  and 
the  writing  of  which,  by  that  person,  can,  as  I 
am  well  assured,  be  proved  by  the  most  unexcep- 
tionable testimony.  Nothing,  Sir,  but  myunwil- 
lingneEs  to  interrupt  the  important  business  of  the 

Sublic  at  this  crisis  of  our  affairs,  prevents  me 
vm  immediately  submitting  this  motion  ;  and  1 
will  add,  that  I  should  never  have  troubled  the 
House  on  ike  subject  of  this  person's  conduct, 
did  not  that  age,  which  he  disbonora,  render  him 
an  unfit  subject  for  personal  cbBstisement. 

Mr,  FiNDLEY  wished  to  know  whether  a  mem- 
ber had  a  right  to  attack  another  member  in  this 
manner.  If  he  saw  the  letter  which  had  been  al- 
luded to.  he  could  tell  whether  it  was  his  or 
not.  Any  letter  of  his,  be  believed,  would  speak 
for  itself. 

Mr.  Qallatjh  wished  to  be  informed  by  the 
Speaker  whether  it  was  in  order  for  a  member 
to  rise  in  his  place,  under  pretence  of  his  giving 
notice  of  his  intention  of  making  a  motion,  and 
thus  abuse  another  member  in  the  House,  saying 
he  would  chastise  him,  and  so  on.  If  the  gentle- 
mao  has  a  motion  to  make,  why  not  make  it  with- 
oDt  this'? 

The  Speaker  replied  that  a  member  had  a 
right  to  give  notice  of  any  motion  which  he  in- 
tended to  make ;  but,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Chair, 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  had  gone  far- 
ther in  doing  it,  than  order  and  decorun  would 
justify. 
Nothing  further  passed  on  this  subject. 

Mo)|[»at,  April  18, 

ADDITIONAL  ARTILLERY. 

Af^r  the  presenlatioa  of  a  large  nwnber  of  p*> 

tiooi,  from  different  pacta  of  the  country,  againat 


of  enning  merchant  vesBel*,  and  all. 

_ measures  which  may  have  a  tendency  toia- 

volve  the  nation  in  war,  the  House  went  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  providing  an 
additional  regiment  of  artillery  and  engineers, 

Mr,  Sewall  moved  to  fill  the  blank,  left  for 
the  period  for  which  men  should  be  enlisted,  vrtth 
five  years. 

Mr.  Nicholas  had  no  idea  we  ihottld  bare  oe- 
casion  for  these  men  for  five  vears. 

Mr.  Dattoh  (the  Speaker;  said  they  might  be 
wanted  for  five  years.  If  they  were,  there  would 
be  a  considerable  saving  in  enlisting  them  for  that 
time,  as  men  would  as  readily  be  got  for  that  po> 
riod  a£  for  a  shorter. 

Mr,  NicBOLAS  was  unwilling  that  the  men 
should  be  enlisted  for  so  long  a  period ;  and,  if  no 
one  else  did  it,  he  should  move  a  limitation  clauae 
to  the  bill, 

Mr.  IiTON  did  not  think  citizens  would  be  fon4 
of  enlisting  for  five  years.  He  thoagfat  three  years 
long  enough, 

Mr.  Gallatin  called  for  the  reading  of  the  aot 
which  directs  that  men  shall  be  enlisted  for  five 
years,  as  he  found  in  the  original  law  they  were  to 
be  engaged  only  for  three  years.  [The  law  of 
1776  was  accordingly  read.] 

Mr.  Sewall  wished  the  words  in  thia  case  lo  be 
the  same  as  in  the  former  law,  viz :  "for  five  years, 
unless  sooner  discharged." 

The  question  was  put  and  carried,  there  beinf 
60  votes  for  iL 

Mr.  Sewall  moved  to  fill  the  blank  for  the 
number  of  battalions,  with  three,  as  he  believed 
three  would  be  sufficient. 

Mr.  J.  WiLUAMs  thought  two  additional  battal- 
ions  would  be  sufficient,  as  that  would  make  in  the- 
whole  twenty-four  companies,  or  1,488  men,  and, 
in  that  case,another  lieutenant  colonel  command- 
ant might  be  had. 

The  question  foe  three  battalions  was  put  ai>d 
carried— 47  to  30. 

The  bill  being  gone  through, 

Mr.  Oallatin  said  he  wished  to  move  an 
amendment  in  the  fiirst  section.  In  the  year  1793, 
when  the  law  was  passed  for  raising  three  regi- 
menls  of  infantry,  two  provisions  were  inserted  m 
it  to  prevent  their  being  Eept  longer  in  service  than 
the  occasion  for  which  ihey  wereenga^d  required. 
The  first  was,  "Provided,  thai  the  said  three  regi- 
ments shall  be  discharged  bo  soon  as  the  United 
States  shall  be  at  peace  with  the  Indian  tribes." 
The  other  provision  gave  to  the  President  a  powcc 
to  forbear  the  enlisting  of  men,  and  of  d  inch  aging 
them  whenever,  in  his  opinioo,  the  state  of  things 
ceased  to  make  them  necessary.  In  order  to  effect 
the  same  purpose  which  these  provisions  had  in 
view,  viz :  a  aischarge  of  the  men  when  the  occa- 
sion which  calls  them  into  existence  ceases  to  ex- 
ist, he  proposed  the  following  amendment :  "  Pro- 
vided, that  the  said  regiment  shall  be  discharged 
as  soon  as  the  differences  now  existing  betweea 
the  United  States  and  the  French  Republic  shall 
have  been  adjusted."  Those  gentlemen  who  wished 
this  regiment  to  be  made  a  part  of  oar  permanent 
establi^ment,  would  of  course  vote  against  thia 
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■maidmeni ;  but  those  who  wixhed  it  t 

irhenihi 

ia  favor 

Mr.  HARTLETdid 

agree  to  tbisamendmeat  j  for  if  we  were 
Tolvedmwar,it  might  not  be  with  one  nation  only. 
Be  should  be  williDZ  to  agree  to  the  latter  prori- 
aion,  which  his  colleaffue  had  mentioned,  y'a : 
that  the  President  will  forbear  to  raise  men,  or  dis- 
eliarge  them,  wbeo  he  thinks  proper.  He  saw  no 
teason  for  being  so  poiated,  as  we  had  not  at  pre- 
MDt  declared  war  against  the  French  Republic. 

Mr.  Bbwall  thought  this  amendment  pointed 
and  improper.  The  gentleman  from  Pennsylva- 
nia vonld  not  have  CongreBs  sav  that  these  men 
<*«!«  raised  to  act  against  the  French  ReDUblic. 
If  the  French  were  to  attack  ds,  the^r  would,  to  be 
sure,  be  employed  against  them.  But  this  amend- 
ment suppcMed  the  end  of  a  slate  of  things  which 
ia  not  yet  begun.  He  had  no  objection  to  adopt 
the  pTDvisioa  which  the  gentleman  last  up  had 
mentioned. 

Mi.  8.  Smith  aaid  be  should  foe  candid  with  the 
Bcntleman  from  Pennsylvania.  He  meant  to  vote 
foi  this  corps,  under  the  idea  of  voting  9260,000 
for  the  purpose  of  erectinK  and  completing  fortifi- 
cations, in  which  it  would  be  proper  to  keep  a 
anffieient  number  of  men,  which  he  believed  would 
Mquite  most  of  the  men  now  contemplated,  ~ 


dition  to  those  already  i 
)w  said,  where  there  are  none  at  present^  one  com- 
pany will  be  wanted  ;  at  Rhode  Island,  New  York, 
and  Mud  Island,  each  an  additional  company  ;  at 
Ociaeoke,  in  North  Carolina,  at  Old  Point  Com- 
fort, in  Virginia,  and  at  three  forts  on  the  Missis- 
Bppi,  each  a  company.  He  should,  therefore,  vote 
fill  this  regiment  under  a  prospect  of  its  being  a 
permanent  corpa.  It  was  a  corps  which  would 
TCqoire  men  of  education  as  officers;  and  what  in- 
dnccmentj  he  asked,  would  there  be  for  men  of 
tills  description  to  enter  into  it,  if  they  were  liable 
to  be  discharged  from  the  service  at  the  end  of  six 
months  t 

Mr.  NicBDLAB  hoped  the  amendment  proposed 
would  not  be  disagreed  to  upon  the  ground  stated 
by  the  gentleman  last  up,  which  he  tbonght  a 
little  singular.  If  the  force  contemplated  was  ad- 
equate for  a  time  of  war,  the  same  could  not  be 
necessary  in  time  of  peace.  The  reason  which 
would  continue  in  force  this  regiment,  al^er  the 
occasion  ceased  for  which  it  was  formed,  would 
hold  for  keeping  up  any  other  force  which  it  may 
ba  found  itecessary  (o  raise.  At  a  time  when 
measures  are  about  to  be  taken,  which  will  call 
for  all  the  resources  which  the  country  can  fur- 
aiah,  tbey  ought  to  look  to  a  period  when  they 
will  have  an  end.  He  believed  the  expense  of  a 
war  would  be  one  of  its  greatest  evils. 

Hr.  Datton  said,  if  the  gentleman  from  Tir- 
l^nia  had  shown  tnat  this  additional  regiment 
Would  be  sufficient  in  case  of  war,  his  argument 
might  have  bad  some  weight;  but  not  naving 
•hown  this,  nor  been  able  to  show  it,  his  argu- 
ment fiuled.  He  was  nut  himself  prepared  to  say 
that  this  regiment  oiqtht  to  be  a  part  of  our  per- 
nanent  establi^ment,  though  he  bdieved  some 


of  the  men  at  least  woold  be  wanted  to  occupy 
the  proposed  new  fortifications,  and  the  posts 
whicn  we  had  receired  from  England  and  Spain. 
But  be  objected  to  the  amendment  particularly 
on  this  ground,  and  it  astonished  him  that  a  sen- 
timent of  the  kind  should  have  come  from  the 
quarter  from  which  this  came.  Ifanythiugin  the 
proceedings  of  our  Government  could  amount  to 
a  declaration  of  hostility  against  France,  it  would 
be  found  in  this  amendment.  He  hoped  the  com- 
mittee would  not  agree  to  any  proposition  that 
Hostility  with  that  country 


troops  to  be  employed  boatilely  against  France? 
He  trusted  no  such  thing  would  be  done. 
Mr.  NicaoLAB  was  not  particular  as  to  the  man- 
n  in  which  the  limitation  was  introduced,  pro- 
vided the  existence  of  this  corps  was  subject  to  a 
limit.  He  did  not  believe  there  was  any  occasion 
for  the  scruple  which  had  been  mentioned  with 
respect  to  France,  since  it  was  well  known  that 
all  the  measures  which  were  now  taken  were  to 
provide  against  the  possible  issue  of  a  war  with 
that  country.  He  did  not  believe  it  could  be  said 
they  were  about  to  declare  war,  because  they  were 
about  raising  a  regiment  of  artillery.  He  wished 
the  law  to  be  limited,  because  he  did  not  desire  to 
put  it  in  the  power  of  the  President  to  continue 
this  corps  lon^r  than  was  necessary.  Ha  should 
also  wish  to  give  the  President  power  to  discharge 
the  men  sooner  than  the  time  mentioned,  if  he 
should  think  it  prudent  to  do  so.  He  did  not 
mean  to  say  that  a  clause  of  this  kind  was  abso- 
lutely necessary;  for,  though  it  bad  been  denied 
hy  some  genllemen  that  the  Legislature  have  a 
right  to  disband  a  part  of  the  Army,  by  with* 
holding  the  supplies,he  wasof  a  diSerent  opinion. 
But  he  saw  no  reason  why  they  should  tie  their 
hands  on  this  subject,  and  give  the  power  to  the 
other  brancheH  of  the  Qovernment  to  keep  tbesa 
men  in  force  contrary  to  the  wishes  of  that  House. 
If  it  were  necessary  that  they  should  be  continued 
in  force,  after  the  expiration  of  the  limitation, 
there  can  be  no  doubt  but  there  will  be  a  disposi- 
tion in  Congress  to  re-enact  the  taw. 

Mr.  J.  WiLLiAMa  said,  it  was  true  that  a  bill 
had  passed  that  House,  appropriatiog  $250,000  to 
be  expended  on  fonifications ;  but  that  bill  has  not 
become  a  law,  and  therefore  could  not  be  acted 
upon.  He  was  against  making  this  regiment  a 
permanent  one,  because  he  thought  three  batta- 
lions too  many.  The  whole  number  of  officera 
and  men  will  be  1,902,  which,  in  lime  of  peace, 
will  be  too  laige  an  establishment,  and  far  beyono 
what  would  be  a  due  proportion  to  our  infantry. 
If  there  had  been  only  two  battalions,  he  should 
have  aj^eed  to  their  bein^  permanent.  He  should 
not  object  to  a  clause  giving  the  President  the 
power  of  discharging  the  men,  whenever  he  shall 
be  of  opinion  the  circumstances  of  the  country  no 
longer  require  them  to  be  kept  on  foot. 

Mr,  Oallatih  said,  when  he  proposed  hia 
amendra^ent,  be  staled  that  he  had  an  intention  of 
introducing  another,  giving  the  President  the 
power  to  disband  the  men  at  an  earlier  period,  if 
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he  should  think  it  proper.  The  genlleman  from 
Maiyland,  (Mr.  S.  Smith,)  thiaking  ihis  corps 
proper  as  a  part  of  our  perniaDent  estahlishmeot, 
ana  ihe  gentlemaa  from  New  Jersey,  (Mr.  Day- 
ton,) though  not  positively  necessary,  yet  in  a. 
Seat  measure  so,  for  our  new  fortifications  Had 
e  British  and  Spanish  posts,  might  be  expected 
to  oppose  this  proposition  ;  hut  it  would  be  recol- 
lected, that,  when  the  law  passed  fizinK  the  Mili- 
tary Establishment,  Congress  knew  of  the  two 
treaties  by  which  these  posts  were  stirrendered. 

With  respect  to  the  form  of  the  amendment,  he 
believed,  at  a  time  when  all  our  official  reports 
were  founded  on  the  ground  of  our  existing  dis- 
putes with  France,  the  present  proposition  could 
not  add  any  degree  of  irritation  to  their  proceed- 
ings. It  did  not  say  that  we  would  goto  war;  but 
merely  that  ihe  eTent  was  possible.  He  had, 
however,  no  objection  to  a  modification  of  his 
proposition.  He  should  be  satisfied  to  say,  "as 
soon  as  the  differences  between  the  United  States 
■nd  foreign  nations  shall  be  adjusted."  But  as  we 
have  no  differences  with  any  other  nation  besides 
France,  he  could  see  no  obiection  to  using  the 
tame  words  which  were  used  in  the  law  to  which 
he  had  referred ;  and,  also,  in  the  law  for  building 
the  frigates,  which  was  to  cease  whenever  we 
should    be    at    peace  with    the    Mediterranean 

Mr.  PiNCKMET  believed  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  did  not  advert  to  one  material  cir- 
cumstance of  difference  between  our  present  situ- 
ation, and  those  in  which  we  were  in  respect  to 
the  Indians,  and  the  Mediterranean  Powers.  We 
were  at  wsr  with  the  Indians ;  and,  though  no  de- 
claration of  war  had  been  made  against  us  by  the 
Alaerines,  they  were  making  war  wpon  us.  No 
delicacy  of  expression  was  tliere  necessary;  but, 
in  the  present  case,  he  believed  it  was  best  to 
avoid  all  expressions  which  rnight  admit  of  an 
unfavorable  interpretation. 

But,  since  this  question  had  been  agitated,  he 
was  of  opinion  this  r^ment  ought  to  make  a 
part  of  our  permanent  corps ;  and,  when  we  shall 
return  to  a  peace  establishment,  a  deduction 
might  be  made  from  our  infantry.  He  believed 
OUT  militia  (especially  if  orsanized  upon  the  plan 
which  had  been  proposed)  would  he  equal  to 
every  purpose  of  defence ;  but  this  would  not  be 
Ihe  case  with  respect  lo  our  artillery  and  engi- 
neers. A  degree  of  education  and  study  was  ne- 
cessary in  that  corps,  which  was  not  required  in 
any  other. 

Mr.  Nicholas  submitted  to  gentlemen,  if  such 
an  alteration  was  proper  to  be  made  in  our  Mili- 
tary Establishment,  whether  this  was  a  proper 
time  to  make  if?  When  immediate  danzer  calls 
for  an  increase  of  force,  he  did  not  think  it  a  pro- 
per time  to  talk  of  increasing  our  permanent  peace 
eatahlishment.  Besides,  in  order  to  secure  the 
disbanding  of  a  part  of  our  infantry,  in  the  way 


suggested  oy  the  gentleman  from  Bouth  Caroli 
li«  should  wish  to  preserve  the  power  of  the  Ho 
over  this  corps.    He  thought  whatever  additional 


force  was  now  raised  should  be  made  commensu- 
rate only  with  the  occasion  which  call*  for  the 


[[bout  taking  into  view 
our  sunding  armv  in  future.  He  hoped  some 
limitation  would  te  given  to  the  law;  and  he 
wished  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  would 
withdraw  his  amendment,  and  suffer  to  be  intro- 
duced a  limitation  clause  instead  of  it  which 
would  not  be  liable  to  the  objections  which  had 
been  urged  against  his  amendment. 

Mr.  Gallatin  wished  the  gentlemaa  last  up 
would  specify  the  limitation  which  he  meant  to 
propose. 

Mr.  Nicholas  replied,  that  he  meant  to  limit 
the  law  to  one  year,  and  from  thence  to  the  end 
of  the  next  session  of  Congress ;  aiWr  which  it 


Mr.  Shefabd  was  in  favor  of  nuking  ihis  reei- 
ment  a  part  of  our  permanent  system,  as  it  would 
serve  as  a  sort  of  military  school,  and  greatly  pro- 
mote a  knowledge  of  military  tactics.  In  the  be- 
ginoing  of  last  war,  there  was  a  greater  failure 
for  want  of  men  of  this  description  than  any  other. 
If  any  part  of  the  army  were  m  bo  reduced,  b« 
should  be  in  favor  of  reducing  the  infantry,  rather 
than  the  ariiLlery. 

Mr.  Hartley  was  a  little  surprised  that  aa 
amendment  of  this  kisd  should  be  so  strongly 
urged  by  gentlemen  who  insist  upon  the  power  at 
controlling^  the  Military  Establishment  by  nieaaa 
of  Bnoranrialion.  He  himself  believed  the  Houae 
d  this  power,  and  therefore  thought  gen- 
very  unreasonable  in  thus  pushing  thii 
amendment.  The  present  establishment  had  al- 
ways been  considered  as  very  scanty ;  as  origi- 
nally passed,  it  was  lo  much  so,  that  the  President 
put  hit  veto  upon  the  law.  .  He  was  not  an  advo 
caie  lor  large  establishments,  but  he  wished  to 
leave  the  power  with  the  President  of  keeping 
these  men  in  service  for  five  years,  if  he  shall  see 
proper.  It  was  true  that,  by  way  of  accommoda- 
lion,  a  clause  of  the  kind  mentioned  by  his  col- 
league had  been  introduced  into  the  law  forestall 
lishing  a  naval  armament,  which  had  been  very 
embarrassing.  He  hoped  no  limitation  woald  b« 
agreed  lo  in  this  case. 

Mr.  Maooh  said,  this  question  did  not  go  to  ael- 
tle  the  question  whether  or  not  this  regiment 
should  form  a  part  of  the  permanent  establish- 
ment ;  because,  at  the  expiration  of  the  limitation, 
Congress  would  again  nave  the  subject  in  iheix 


gentlemen,  that  it  would  be  better  to  discharge  a 

rof  our  infantry,  and  increase  our  arttiJerr, 
our  permanent  establishment,  this  certainly 


the  proper  time  to  tellle  that  questitm. 
It  was  decided  when  the  law  fixing  the  present 
establishment  was  passed;  and  if  gentlemen  were 
desirous  of  reviewing  that  establishment,  he 
should  not  object  to  it;  but  the  present  question 
was  lo  provide  an  additional  forc^  and  not  to  set- 
tle that  establishment. 

In  relation  to  the  powers  of  the  House  with 
respect  to  appropriation,  it  was  well  known,  that 
whenever  that  queation  came  up,  it  oocasioDcd 
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nmch  debate;  but  if  the  law  wa>  limited  io  its 
duratioD,  tbe  queilion  of  the  propriety  of  coa- 
tinuiDK  (he  men  in  service  would  felurn  at  the 
expiration  of  the  term,  and  it  could  then  be  best 
deteriomed.  He  was  not  willing  to  leave  i[  wholly 
in  the  power  of  the  Presideat  to  keep  these  men. 
nor  to  disband  them.  How  did  he  know  that  the 
President  might  uol  be  of  opinion,  with  the  gen- 
tlemen from  Maryland  and  South  Carolina,  that 
they  ought  lo  foim  a  part  of  our  permanent  corps. 
Aa  the  power  of  raising  and  maiotainiag  armies 
ia  placed  in  Congress  by  the  CoDstiiution,  he 
wisDed  to  keep  it  there,  and  therefore,  when  they 
raised  a  temporary  army,  they  had  a  right,  and 
they  ought  lo  limit  its  duration. 

At  to  any  bad  cnnseq^uences  haviD^  arisen  from 
the  restricting  clause  in  the  law  proTiding  a  naval 
armament,  be  did  not  believe  that  any  had  taken 
place.  The  unly  effect  which  it  had  produced 
was,  that,  instead  of  six  frigates,  we  have  only 
three,  and  those  most  in  favor  of  a  naval  arma- 
ment, he  believed,  would  be  glad  that  we  have  no 
more ;  as  it  is  now  aeen  thai  these  vessels  are  not 
the  best  calculated  for  protectins  our  commeice ; 
for  no  one  now  proposes  to  build  three  other  fri- 
gates, but  a  bill  haa  been  received  from  the  Sen- 
ate, proposing  the  buildins  13  vessels  of  a  less 
size.  The  Secretary  of  War  had,  indeed,  pro* 
posed  some  ships  of  the  line,  but  no  new  frigates. 
Upon  the  whole,  he  could  see  no  objection  to  the 
Bmeadmeni,  except  it  arose  from  a  desire  of  mak- 
ing this  regiment  a  part  of  the  petmaneni  estab- 
lishment. 

Mr.  HARPHa  was  perfectly  disposed  to  say,  that 
he  did  desire  to  make  this  regiment  a  part  of  the 
permanent  establishment ;  but  be  was  not  so  wed- 
ded la  that  idea  as  not  to  accept  of  it  upon  the 
limited  plan.  He  wished  to  see  a  military  spirit 
in  this  country ;  to  have  a  military  school,  and  a 
corps  constantly  existing,  in  whicn  officers  may 
always  be  found  G.t  lo  command  troops.  He 
wished  that,  if  we  should  at  any  lime  hereafter 
be  overtaken  with  difficulties,  as  we  now  are,  that 
we  might  not  be  without  officers  as  well  as  with- 
out troops  to  defend  our  country.  It  was  with 
this  view  chat  he  wished  to  see  this  regiment  a 

Grt  of  oar  establishment.  For  can  we  ezpeci  to 
)k  forward  to  times  of  permanenl  peace  I  Can 
we  expect  to  be  exempt  irom  the  lot  of  ail  other 
nations]  Our  present  circumstances  ought  to 
admonish  us  to  the  contrary.  We  may  expect,  in 
common  with  other  nations,  times  of  difficulty 
'  and  times  of  exertion,  and  we  ought  to  be  provi- 
ded 10  meet  them  when  they  shall  arrive.  It  was 
wise  for  all  nations  to  cherish  the  means  of  de- 
fence, which  cannot  be  raised  in  a  moment.  If 
an  army  or  revenue  were  wanted,  they  could  at 
any  time  be  raised ;  but  good  officers  and  military 
science  oonld  not  be  created  without  much  pre- 
Tious  a^licatiou,  by  practice,  and  a  course  of 
atady.  These  are  lae  most  valuable  set  of  men 
whichanation  can  possess, except  it  be  wise  legis- 
lators. It  contributes  {[really  to  the  safety  oi  a 
country  when  it  is  known  that  such  a  claM  of 
men  exists  to  any  considerable  degree.  He  did 
not  think  the  object  would  be  oompTetely  attained 


by  this  establishment;  bat  it  would  increase  our 
means  of  accomplishing  it.  He  should,  therefore, 
be  OTiposed  to  the  amendment. 

Mr.  R.  Williams  was  in  favor  of  the  amend- 
ment. He  had  atiended  to  the  arguments  of  gen- 
tlemen opposed  to  it,  atid  found  Iney  were  gene- 
rally  grounded  on  the  propriety  of  keeping  this 
regiment  as  a  part  of  the  permament  establish-  • 
ment,  as  it  would  be  necessary  for  the  purpose  of 
teaching  diseipiiae  and  the  arts  of  war.  He  was- 
as  willing  as  any  member  of  the  committee  to- 
have  an  institution  of  this  kind ;  but  not  to  efleol 
it  in  this  indirect  way.  He  did  not  think  it  nece#- 
sary  to  have  a  military  school  to  consist  of  10  tv 
1600  men.  If  this  law  passed,  he  should  coneein 
himself  bound  to  make  appropriations  for  the 
payment  of  the  men  for  ihe  whole  period  for 
which  ihey  were  enlisted,  as  he  thought  the  men 
would  have  a  just  claim  upon  Government  foi' 
that  period. 

Mr.  Dattoh  observed,  that  if  the  amendment 

Prevailed  on  the  doctrine  which  the  gentleman 
LSI  up  had  advanced,  he  must  siill  conceive  him- 
self to  be  bound  to  pay  the  men  for  five  year^ 
though  the  law  instituting  the  corps  should  be 
passed  only  for  two.  In  this  case  the  men  wooM 
nave  been  engaged  and  received  a  bounty  lo  serra 
for  five  years,  yet  a  clause  of  duration  is  fixed  to 
the  law ;  and,  for  himself,  he  believed  that  noi- 
wilhstanding  ihe  limitation  inserted  in  the  law, 
the  men  having  engaged  to  serve  the  United 
States  for  five  years,  would  be  bound  by  that  en- 
gagement, and  there  will  be  no  way  of  preventiqg 
It,  except  by  a  pretty  highhanded  act,  and  an 
appropriation  was  refused  to  pay  them.  So  ihaL 
at  the  end  of  two  years,  the  law  will  cease,  ana 
the  greater  part  of  these  men  may  be  wanted  to 
complete  the  regiment  now  in  existence;  thoufh 
they  are  yet  bound  lo  serve  the  United  States  Mc 
three  years  to  come,  they  could  not  be  transferred 
into  the  other  corps. 

If  gentlemen  were  determined  at  any  lime  to 
reduce  the  establishment  without  a  limitation  Ot 
this  kind,  they  could  withhold  an  appropriation, 
or  pass  an  act  for  disbanding  a  part  oi  it;  bat 
surely  gentlemen  did  not  wish  this  House  to  po^ 
sess  all  power  on  this  subject.  Upon  the  ground 
of  the  ^nlleman  from  Pennsylvania,  the  present 
corps  ol  artillerists  and  engineers  are  sufficient  for 
a  peace  establishment;  if  so,  why  put  it  out  <^ 
the  power  of  Oovernment  to  keep  them  perfect? 
He  was  willing  to  give  lo  the  President  the  powei 
of  disbanding  this  additional  regiment  when  hi 
shall  believe  the  safely  of  the  country  will  admit 
of  it ;  but  he  was  unwilling  to  restrict  the  law  in 
the  way  proposed. 

Mr.  LiviMoaTON  hoped  the  gentleman  from 
New  Jersey  would  permit  him  lo  remind  him  of 
a  part  of  the  bill  which  he  seemed  to  have  orei- 
looked,  when  he  staled  the  men  as  posilirely  en- 
gaged for  fire  years.  The  words  in  the  bill  to 
which  he  alluded  are,  uni«t»  tooner  duchargtd. 
For  his  own  part  he  was  not  fiilly  convinced  that 
this  regiment  was  not  necessary  to  be  made  a  part 
of  our  permanenl  establishment.  His  opinion  vna 
rather  inclined  that  way ;  but  be  was  extremely 
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0  Gnd  a  questiwi  raised  on 
whicK  there  is  doubcless  a  coatrarieiy  of  opinioD, 
and  which  requires  mote  deliberate  coDsideraiion 
than  ihey  were  now  disposed  to  give  il.  Whilst 
die  House  were  employed  in  providiog  measures 
Hf^iust  the  dangers  which  Ibreaten  us,  such  a 

Juestion  is  not  only  unuecexsary,  but  it  tends  to 
estroy  that  unaniaiity,  and  the  appearance  of  it, 
which  it  is  so  necessary  to  exhibit  to  the  world  on 
-this  occasion.  But  it  was  said  that  this  regiment 
vas  to  be  a  school  of  military  discipline  for  future 
times.  If  this  was  intended,  he  did  not  think  the 
term  of  fiye  yeais  sufficiemly  long ;  and  whenever 
leisure  end  the  circumstances  of  the  country  wilt 
IMlmit  of  it,  he  should  be  ready  to  go  as  far  into 
«n  establishment  of  this  kind  as  any  other  gentle- 
■lan ;  but  at  present  he  did  not  wish  to  lose  li^ht 
ef  the  immediate  business  before  them,  viz :  the 
defence  o[  the  country.  If  the  amendment  was 
■greed  to,  it  went  only  to  put  future  Legislatures 
ID  the  same  situation  in  which  they  themselves 
Stood,  of  determining  what  was  proper  to  be  done; 
•nd  he  was  against  tying  up  the  hands  of  future 
Xiegislalures  ;lie  wished  them  lo  possess  the  same 
discretion  which  they  themselves  possessed.  Oen- 
llemen  say  that  this  establishment  might  be  re- 
duced by  withholding  the  appropriatioD  ;  though 
ke  believed  this,  yet  be  looked  upon  it  as  a  violent 
cemedy  which  never  ought  to  be  resorted  to  but 
m  extroae  cases. 

i/li.  R.  Williams  thought  this  wai  one  of 
lliose  quesliona  which  might  have  be«i  legislated 
I^n.  merely  upon  the  eround  of  expediency.  As 
lo  what  the  gentleman,  from  New  Jersey  has  said 
aboBt  his  (Mr.  W.'s)  not  obtaining  his  object,  if 
tbe amendment  was  agreed  to.  he  was  mistaken  j 
sod  he  believed  men  were  setoom  taken  in  when 
Aey  acted  with  their  eyes  open.  If  the  amend' 
nent  was  adopted,  men  could  then  say,  they  were 
engaged  so  serve  for  five  years,  as  the  langttage  of 
the  law  would  be,  ''  we  engage  you  for  five  years, 
if  we  want  you  so  long ;  iT  not,  you  will  be  dis- 
ebarged  sooner." 

Mr.  S.  Smith  believed  all  the  purposes  which 
MStlemen  wished  to  eSeci  might  be  obtained  by 
ae  bill  as  it  now  stands,  as  it  was  in  the  power  of 
Congress  to  disband  aniy  part  of  the  Army  when 
they  please ;  they  could  newly  organize  the  sys- 
ton,  and  reduce  it  when  they  thought  proper  ;  but, 
«s  he  had  before  stated,  he  believed  this  regiment 
Irouid  always  be  proper ;  be  wished,  therefore,  to 
yiu  it  upon  such  a  footing,  as  to  induce  proper 
eharaclers  to  accept  employment  in  it,  whicn  if  it 
Were  to  have  only  a  two  years'  existence,  could 
not  bedoAe.  It  was  not  an  easy  matter,  he  said, 
M  get  gentlemen  (o  go  into  a  corps  intended  to 
defend  our  ports  and  harbors.  He  was  deeirous, 
therefore,  01  putting  the  business  on  a  permanent 
footing.  We  have  been  constantly  afraid  of  hav- 
ing too  large  an  establishment,  and  this  fear  has 
Moduced  the  most  expensive  means  of  raising 
nasees  when  wanted.  If  gentlemen  would  consent 
to  the  establishment  of  an  efficient  militia  system. 
•  less  military  force  would  be  neceasary  ;  but  they 
will  not  do  this ;  they  are  always  in  favor  of  lem- 
]^orary measures.    He  wished. on  thecontrary,  to. 


possess  a  permanent  defence,  without  depeo ding 
upon  the  enthusiasm  of  the  moment  for  it,  when 
it  is  neeeiuary. 

Mr.  JoBiAB  Pabkeb  thought  the  amendment  of 
little  consequence.  Whatever  they  mightnow  do, 
would  have  no  effect  in  giving  permanency  to  our 
Military  Establishment ;  because,  according  to  the 
Constitution,  that  could  have  no  longer  aduralion 
than  two  years. 

Mr.  GoBDon  could  not  vote  for  the  amendmeat, 
because  he  thought  it  involved  in  it  a  strong  ab- 
surdity, and  would  produce  consequenoes  miiek 
had  uoi  been  avowed.  He  believed  that  the  legal 
construction  of  the  act  would  be,  if  the  amend- 
ment were  agreed  to,  that  the  wbole  regiment 
would  be  disenarged  at  the  end  of  two  years.  For 
the  President  would  receive  all  the  power  which 
he  had  on  this  subject  from  this  law,  and  the  law 
would  not  warrant  an  engagement  for  longer  ibui 
two  years. 

Mr.  Oria  said,  if  this  amendment  prevailed  it 
would  have  a  mischievous  effect,  not  only  upon 
the  corps  intended  to  be  raised,  hut  upon  those  al- 
ready in  being,  as  it  might  be  supposed  that  the 
officers  in  the  present  corps  would  be  candidates 
for  a  higher  grade  in  the  new  corps ;  but,  if  the 
new  corps  were  only  to  be  a  temporary  body,  they 
would  not  be  induced  to  leave  a  permanency  to 
enter  into  s  temporary  corps,  and  the  regiment 
would  therefore  be  filled  with  young  r^cen,  who 
would  be  placed  over  the  heads  of  experienced 
man  in  the  present  corps.  In  this  case,  toe  old  of- 
ficers woularesign,  digested,  and  we  should  have 
inexperienced  officers  m  the  whole  corps.  It  was 
important,  therefore,  that  both  corps  be  placed  upon 
the  same  footing. 

Mr.  Varnum  observed,  that  his  colleague  had 
supposed  that  the  officers  in  the  present  craps 
would  be  candidates  for  offices  in  the  new  corps ; 
hot  thai  they  would  be  unwilling  to  make  the  ex- 
change, if  ihey  were  liable  to  be  discharged  at  the 
end  of  two  years ;  yet,  he  afterwards  staled,  that 
if  young  men  were  appointed  over  them,  they 
would  resign.  There  appeared  to  be  an  inconsist- 
ency in  this,  because,  if^  they  were  very  desirous 
of  holding  their  siiualions^  such  a  eircumstanee 
would  not  make  them  resign ;  and  if  they  were 
not  so  desirous  of  holding  their  situations,  they 
would  not  be  prevented  from  accepting  of  <^aee 
in  the  new  corps  from  the  chance  of  their  being 
disbanded  at  the  end  of  two  years.  If  he  were 
of  opinion  that  this  new  regiment  was  necessary 
to  be  made  a  part  of  our  peace  establishment,  be 
should  also  be  opposed  to  the  amendment ;  but  he 
did  not.  He  knew  it  had  been  the  wish  of  some 
gentlemen  to  keep  up  skeletons  of  regiments,  in 
order  to  have  officers;  but  he  did  not  think  it 
would  be  very  advantageous  to  the  United  State* 
to  retain  officers  in  this  way.  He  could  not  see 
what  military  knowledge  officers  were  to  acqoire 
by  being  in  [wy.  except  they  were  in  a  situation 
of  acquiring  knowledge  from  experience.  He 
conld  not  conceive  either  that  any  gentleman 
would  consent  to  the  diseharge  of  any  part  <^  oor 
infantry,  on  account  of  this  additional  regiment 
of  artillery  ;  but  such  an  idea  might  asaiat  tboa 
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in  curying  ibeir  point.  He  could  not  see  wby 
geDilemea  should  disirust  the  conduct  of  this 
House  two  years  hence ;  and  if  they  were  not  dis- 
trusted no  evil  could  arise  from  thepre-ent  amead- 
menl.  No  act  couid  be  DUaed  without  the  con- 
currence of  all  the  brancnes  of  QoferameDi,  and 
lie  thought  no  act  ought  to  be  eontinaed  in  force 
coDtTEiy  to  that  concunenee. 

Mr.  Nicholas  said,  every  geaileroan  who  had 
opposed  this  atDendment,  had  acknowledged  that 
it  would  place  the  law  npoD  a  difierent  footing 
from  that  upon  which  it  would  staod  without  it. 
As  to  ibe  want  of  security  in  the  Bituation  of  offi- 
cers, be  could  teli  the  gentleman  from  MasMcbu- 
setts  how  he  might  lucrease  that  security :    It 

nht  be  done  by  telling  them  they  should  ncrer 
ischargedj  but  he  trastad,  when  genUemen 
saw  that  this  (mportuaity  was  seized  for  doing 
(riiat  could  not  be  done  at  a  time  when  no  danger 
threatened  us,  they  would  be  jealous  of  their  right 
over  milituy  establishments.  With  respect  to  the 
difficulty  suggested  by  the  gentleman  ftom  New 
Jersey,  he  would  say  that,  when  there  was  a  dit- 
inclinaiion  to  do  a  thing,  any  apology,  however 
weak,  might  be  resorted  to.  The  men  would  cer- 
tainly be  engaged  for  five  years,  and  if  the  United 
States  had  occasion  for  them,  would  be  obliged  to 
serve  for  that  time,  either  in  the  new  corps,  or  in 
the  corps  now  in  existence.  And  when  gentlemen 
say  this  raiment  is  necessary  for  a  peace  estab- 
lishment, he  would  ask  them,  whether  they  could 
wish  that  we  had  had  the  expense  of  them  for  years 
past  1  He  believed  they  could  not  regret  the  sar- 
me  of  this  expense. 

Mr.  T.  C1.4.IBOBNE  thought  the  bill  without  the 
amendment  would  be  an  oblique  vioiation  of  the 
CoBBtituiion ;  at  least,  the  argaments  which  had 
been  used  in  support  of  it  were  of  this  kind.  For 
though  the  Constitution  nays  that  no  approprii 
tioD  shall  be  made  for  a  Military  Establishment  for 
more  than  two  yeara,  yet  this  bill  was  to  lay  Con- 
gress under  an  obUgatian  of  engaging  men  for 
five  years.  As  he  CMild  see  no  reason  for  doubt- 
ing that  future  legislaEars  would  act  rigbtly,  he 
should  vote  for  the  amendment. 

The  question  was  put  on  the  amendmeDt,  and 


his  motion  in  the  House,  and  called  the  yeas  and 
nays  upon  it ;  which  were  taken,  and  stoot^yeas 
36,  nays  45,  as  fallows : 

Tau— Abraham  Baldwin,  Darid  Bird,  Thos.  Blonnt, 
JUoliMd  BiMt,  Stephen  B«U«dc  Dwuej  Bnrsei,  Tho- 
Mas  Claibone,  TbamM  T.  Dark,  JobnDawwn,  Lqcm 
Klmnriiirph.  WiUiun  Findley,  Alb«ft  Qalklm,  Andraw 
Gragg,  Gaiter  B.  Huriaon,  Jonathan  N.  Hamns,  Jo- 
Wfti  Hatitv,  David  Holmea,  Waller  Jones,  Edward 
UvingMm,  Matthew  Locke,  Matthew  L70D,  Nathanud 
Haoon,  Blair  McClanachui,  Anthony  New,  JohnNich- 
das,  JoaUh  Parker,  Tampaan  J.  Skinner,  William 
Smitt^  Richard  Sprigg,  jr.,  Richard  Blanfoid,  Thomas 
Sumter.  Abraham  Trigg,  John  Trigg,  Philip  Van  Cart- 
landl,  Joaeph  B.  Taroom,  and  Robert  Williams. 

Nam -John  Allen,  fiail^  BaitMt,  Darid  Bn>ok% 
Cbriitoidier  O.  Champlin,  Joahn*  Colt,  William  Oraik, 
Smial  W.  DaiM,  John  Dawui,  Gtaorge  Dm,  ThoMi 


Evaoa,  Atael  Foitir,  Dwigfat  Foeter,  Jonattisn  Freeman, 
Nathuiiel  Freeman,  jr.,  Jamea  Gilleqile,  Henry  GleQ,\ 
Cbauoeey  Ooodricfa,  William  Gordon,  KJ>ger  GriawoM, 
William  B.  Grore,  Robert  Otmdloe  Harper,  Thomte 
Htutlej,  William  Hindman,  Heoekiah  L.  Hosmer, 
Jamea  H.  Imlay,  Samuel  Lyman,  Jamea  Mac^iir,  W^- 
liaa  Matthmrs,  Daniel  Mragan,  Lewi*  R.  Monrta,  Haiw 
- —  G.  OH*.  Thomaa  Pitickoej,  John  Rntledge,  jr., 
I  Schureman,  Samuel  Sewall,  William  Sbepaid, 
Nathaniel  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Pdsg  Spiagna,  George 
Thatcher,  KuA  Thomson,  Thomaa  Tillii^Ml,  John 
E.  Van  Allm,  Peleg  WadantHth,  and  IiAa  WilltaoM. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading  to-morrow. 

A  message  was  receired  from  the  Senate,  in- 
forming the  House  that  they  bad  passed  a  bill  for 
creating,  in  the  Ezecutive  department,  an  estab- 
lishment called  the  Deportmeat  of  the  Navy ;  and 
that  they  have  agreed  to  a  resolntion,  in  the  words 
following,  to  wit ; 

"  StMbtd.  That  it  is  not.  at  this  time,  expedient  to 
alter  thft  return  day  of  the  aummons  directed  to  WiK 
liam  Bloant,  so  as  to  m^e  U  relnmable  at  the  preetmt 
aesaion  of  Oon^caa,  as  reqnestud  bj  fbn  managna  <rt 
the  House  of  RepreawitatiTee ;  there  being  no  certainty 
that  this  irairion  will  conlinBe  Icmg  anongfa  to  afibid 


The  said  resolution  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

The  Sfbikbr  laid  before  the  Uoitse  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  pursuance  of  a  reao- 
luiion  of  the  House  of  the  28th  ultimo,  accoimting 
for  the  deGciencies  stated  to  have  arisen  in  the 
appropriations  of  last  year  in  the  Military  Depart- 
ment; which  was  referred  10  the  Committee  ol  the 
Whole,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  making 
appropriations  for  the  Military  Establishment  for 
the  year  1798. 

Mr.  Sewjlll  reported  a  bill  to  enable  the  Presi- 
deut  of  the  United  States  to  procure  cannon,  arms, 
and  ammunition,  and  for  other  purposes;  vbich 
was  twice  read,  and  committed  to  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

TtiESDAT,  April  17. 

Mr.D.PoBTEB,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
made  a  report  on  sundry  petitions  (or  an  increase 
and  alterations  in  respect  to  pensions,  many  of- 
which  had  heretofore  been  decided  upon ;  and  the 
House  having  determined  that  as  full  provisions 
have  been  made  in  respect  to  pensioners  as  it  is 
expedient  to  make,  this  report  states  that  the  sev- 
eral petitions  ougnt  not  to  be  granted.  Ordered 
to  lie  00  the  table. 

Mr.  LiviNosTON  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Maoufactures,  reported  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Reuben  Smith,  Nathan  Strong,  and 
Pierre  Aupoix ;  which  was  committed  lor  to- 


ADDITIONAL  ABTILLEBY,  Aa. 

The  bill  providing  an  additional  regiment  of 
artillery  ana  engineers  was  read  the  third  time  ; 
when 

Mr.  MeDowiLL  moved  to  have  it  recommitted. 
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>uld  be  recommit tei], 


He  did  oot  wish  to  vole  agaiDsi  the  bill ;  bui  if  it 
pMied  \a  its  present  form,  both  he  and  maDV 
others  would  do  so,  from  an  idea  that  this  regi- 
ment was  intended  to  form  a  part  of  our  perma- 
nent eslBblishmeot.  He  also  thought  the  number 
of  men  propmed  to  be  raised  was  greater  than 
necessary  for  oeoDpying  our  (briificatioDs. 
hoped,  tnerefore,  the  bi. 
in  order  to  undergo  som 

The  motion  was  negatired,  there  being  only  26 
TOtes  for  it 

The  question  on  the  passage  of  the  bill  was  the 
put  and  carried. 

NATUHALrZATION  OF  rOHEIGNEBB. 

Mr.  CoiT  said,  from  the  present  situation  (,, 
things,  he  appreheuQed  some  alterations  would  be 
necessary  in  ibe  present  law  for  the  natuivlizacion 
of  forei^uers.  He  therefore  proposed  a  resolution, 
to  the  followJDg  effect: 

"  Saohed,  That  the  committtae  appointed  for  thi 
protection  of  conunerce  and  the  defence  of  our  coun- 
I17,  b«  (Erected  to  inquire  and  report  whether  it  be  not 
expedient  to  mipend  or  to  amend  the  aot  eetaUithing 
an  uniform  rale  of  naturalization.'* 

Some  objection  being  made  to  the  wording  of 
this  resolution,  it  was  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table 
till  to-morrow. 

LIOHT-HOUSE  AT  POINT  COMFORT. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Livirqbtom,  the  Hoase  weni 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  for 
erecting  a  light'house  on  Old  Point  Comfort,  in 
¥irginia,  and  for  placing  certain  buoys  and  stakr* 
therdn  raentionea;  when  the  blank  forcontaii 


PURCHASE  OF  CANNON,  *«. 

The  House  being  in  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union, 

Mr.  Sewall  called  up  the  bill  to  enable  the 
President  to  procure  cannon,  arms,  and  ammu- 
nition; which  having  been  read,  be  moved  to  fill 
the  blank  left  for  the  sum  to  be  appropriated  for 
the  purchase  of  cannon,  small  arras,  ammunition, 
and  military  stores,  with  $1,300,000;  which,  he 
stated,  was  agreeable  to  the  estimate  of  the  Secre- 
MryofWar. 

Mr.  Otis  thought  ibis  an  enormous  sum. 
wished  the  chairman  of  the  committee  to  explain 
the  items  of  which  it  was  composed. 

Mr.  Bewall  owned  the  eppropriaiioo  appeared 
a  large  one,  but  $600,000  of  it  were  for  50,000 
stand  of  arms,  calculated  at  $12  each,  which  he 
believed  would  be  at  as  low  a  price  as  they  could 
be  got  for.  If  imported,  they  would  cost  less ;  but 
if  manufactured  here, more.  The  Secretary  of  War 
also  recommends  the  purchase  of  1,300  cannon. 
He  did  not  know  that  the  whole  of  these  would  be 
itnmediaiely  necessary,  but  they  would  be  wanted 
in  the  course  of  a  year,  or  a  year  and  a  half.  The 
ammunition  and  military  stores,  in  which  wer« 
included  powder,  ball,  tents,  dte.,  wen  estimated 


at  $300,000,  which  he  believed  would  not  be  too 
much. 

Mr.  J.  Williams  thought  the  sum  for  too  large. 
He  believed  there  were  at  present  very  large  quan' 
titles  of  arms  and  cannon  in  tbe  arsenals  of  the 
United  States;  and  though  it  be  admitted  that  the 
fortifications  and  vessels  will  require  a  great  num- 
ber of  cannon,  yet  1,300  would  be  too  many.  He 
should  be  willing  to  appropriate  a  snfficieni  sum, 
but  not  more.  He  knew  the  Secretary  of  War 
had  made  a  calculation  loa  very  extensive  amouot, 
but  he  wished  to  make  his  own  calculalious.  He 
had  done  so.  and  was  of  opinion  that  060,000 
would  be  as  Urge  a  sum  as  would  be  expended 
before  Coo^ress  met  again.  From  having  been 
on  a  comniitiee  on  the  subject  of  arms  heretofore, 
he  knew  something  of  their  amount.  The  militia 
to  the  Eastward  was  generally  well  armed,  though 
to  the  Southward  this  was  not  the  case.  If  S0,000 
stand  of  arms  could  be  got,  he  thought  they  would 
be  sufficient;  and  he  believed  they  might  be  pur* 
chased  for  a  much  less  sum  than  had  oeen  men- 
tioned. Some  of  the  brigades  which  he  com- 
manded had  purchased  a  very  good  quality  at 
nine  dollars  a  stand,  and  where  they  were  got  he 
believed  more  might  be  had. 

Mr.  Otis  said,  if  a  small  part  of  this  sum  could 
be  saved  till  next  session  it  would  be  well.  Eve- 
ry tlOO,000  which  could  now  be  saved  was  of 
consequence.  Twelve  dollars  appeared  to  him  to 
be  a  great  price  for  a  musket.  He  could  not 
think  so  many  cannon  as  had  been  named  would 
be  wanted.  Instead  of  $1,200,000,  he  hoped 
11,000,000  would  be  agreed  to.  He  could  not 
think  that  more  would  be  wauted  before  tbe  next 
meeting  of  Congress. 

Mr.  Sewall  said,  a  stand  of  arms  was  not  to 
be  estimated  by  the  price  of  a  musket.  Several 
other  articles  were  included.  He  was  informed 
by  the  Secretary  of  War  that  they  could  not  be 
manufactured  here  for  km  than  fourteen  or  fif- 
teen dollars,  though  they  could  be  imported  for 
less,  but  the  itnportation  would  be  attended  with 
uncertainty.  There  would  be  no  necessity,  Mr. 
S.  said,  for  retaining  the  whole  sum  proposed  to 
be  appropriated  in  the  Treasury,  and  whatever 
price  the  arms  were  estimated  at,  it  would  not  be 
given  except  it  were  necessary.  He  wished  the 
appropriation  to  be  liberal,  as  it  wa;  necessary  the 
country  should  be  provided  with  arms,  whateter 
mifht  be  the  expense. 

Mr.  Habfeb  did  not  wish  to  treat  slightly  the 
arguments  of  the  gentlemen  who  conceive  that 
the  present  situation  of  affairs  does  not  require  eo 
large  an  appropriation  as  is  proposed  for  the  pur- 
chase of  a ' ' ■■■ ■■  "--  — '^ 


and  ammunition,  though  be  could 
with  them  in  opinion.  Genilemen 
mnon  and  arms,  out  say  nothing  of 
ires.  Arms  and  cannon,  it  was  welt 
re  of  no  use  without  these  ;  and  tn  pro- 
it  will  require  considerable  time  and 
arrangements.  They  must  be  either  created  at 
home  or  purchased  from  abroad,  and  the  latter 
would  always  be  precarious.  With  respect  to 
the  quantity  of  cannon,  he  conld  not  say  that  tbir- 
'"~  hundred  woold  be  necessary  ;  nor  would  lie 


speak  of  c 
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say  ihey  would  not  be  necessary.  Would  gentle- 
men recollect  wba.t  thirteea  huodred  canaon  ware 
on  a  coast  of  two  thousand  miles  in  extent,  and 
for  all  the  military  operations  for  which  ihey 
might  he  wanted )  and  not  only  on  the  coast,  and 
for  military  operations,  but  also  in  the  vessels  pro- 
posed lo  be  constructed  or  purchased  for  the  pro- 
tection of  our  trade  and  commerce.  With  re- 
spect to  the  number  of  small  arms,  how  could  any 
one  say  what  number  would  be  wanted  1  Was 
it  not  one  of  the  most  deplorable  circumstances 
attending  our  Anny  7  And  ought  they  not  to 
provide  against  future  exigencies  as  well  eis  tke 
presentl  In  rain  would  it  be  for  us  to  raise  reve- 
nue or  troops,  without  arms,  and  if  they  were  to 
be  waited  for  till  the  time  for  using  them  had  ar- 
rived, the  price  of  obtaining  them  at  preseat  would 
be  as  a  drop  in  the  bucket  compared  with  the  coa- 
sequeqces  resulting  from  a  want  of  them.  The 
expense  ought,  therefore,  to  be  met  without  hesi- 
tation. 

Gentlemen  bad  spoken  of  arming  the  militia, 
which  alone,  he  supposed,  consisted  of  eight  hun- 
dred thousand  men;  or,  if  a  select  corps  was 
ftgreed  to,  ihey  would  consist  of  130,000.  Aud  of 
what  use  would  the  organizing  of  our  militia  be, 
if  aims  were  not  put  in  their  hands  7  Could  any 
man  say  we  shoUfd  not  have  occasion  to  call  out 
50,000  or  60,000  militia  men  1  It  woul^  be  wan- 
tan  to  say  so  at  a  lime  when  we  are  threatened 
with  enemies  from  without  and  within ;  when 
we  maybe  assailed  from  the  west,  from  the  south, 
and  ftom  (he  east.  When  ail  these  circumstan- 
ces are  taken  into  view,  he  trusted  the  comraiitee 
would  not  act  upon  a  short-sighted  policy,  but 
make  ample  provision,  which  could  not  be  done, 
he  was  persuaded,  by  appioprialiog  a  less  sum 
than  had  been  proposed. 

Mr,  McDowell  could  not  agree  in  upioion 
with  the  gentleman  last  up.  He  had  attended  to 
the  statement  made  by  the  chairman  of  the  select 
committee,  but  he  could  not  believe  it  was  neces- 
•ary  lo  appropriate  so  large  an  amount  as  he  had 
woposed,  Ibough  he  wished  to  appropriate  amply, 
tjlentleraen  who  act  under  the  impression  inat 
war  is  unavoidable  will  consequently  wish  for 
greater  preparations  than  those  who  think  differ- 
ently. The  gentleman  who  had  just  taken  his 
•eat  was  for  providing  for  all  possible  cases,  from 
without  or  within.  He  thought  thirteen  hundred 
cannon  necessary,  as,  amongst  other  things,  they 
would  be  wanted  for  the  additional  vessels  con- 
templated to  he  built  or  purchased.  He  believed 
he  made  this  calculation  rather  too  early.  He 
hoped  that  measure  would  not  be  gone  into. 
Wnen  gentlemen  supposed  every  possible  (not 
probable)  evil  to  happen  to  us,  they  might  incur 
enormoun  expenses  which  were  unnecessary.  For 
hie  own  part,  he  did  not  think  we  bad  much  to 
apprehend  from  any  enemy,  either  from  without 
or  within ;  but  if  we  were  attacked  he  bad  no 
feais  as  lo  the  event.  He  hoped,  however^  they 
should  not  lavish  away  money  unnecessarily,  as 
he  was  sensible  heavy  (axes  must  be  resorted  to 
in  support  of  these  expenses.  Speaking  of  can- 
noa  and  small  arms,  gentlemen  did  not  take  into 


view  what  wa  have  at  present  on  hand.  It  is  well 
known  we  have  many  of  both,  and  (hat  our  mili- 
tia ate  generally  armed-  He  hoped,  therefore,  a 
small  sum  would  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Sewall  discovered  that  he  had  made  a 
mistake  in  the  eddine  of  the  different  items  to- 
gether. Making  the  deduction  on  this  account, 
and  taking  off  something  from  the  number  of  the 
cannon  waich  had  been  mentioned,  he  believed  a 
million  of  dollars  would  be  sufficient.  He  there* 
fore  proposed  to  fill  the  blank  with  that  sum. 

Mr.  ».  Shitr  said,  if  men  were  always  to  eaU 
culate  the  expense  of  war  before  It  was  gone  into, 
be  believed  wars  would  seldom  occur.    He  was  of 
hat  the  quantity  of  cannon  which  had 
been  named  was  not  too  great.    The  vessels  pro- 
posed 10  be  built  or  purchased  will  require  be- 
tween three  and  four  hnndred  cannon,  the  fortifi- 
cations would  also  require  a  great  many,  and  it 
would  be  necessary  to  have  a  stock  on  hand,  to 
iplace  such  as  might  be  taken  or  destroyed.  Fifty 
lousand  utand  of  small  arma,  in  addition  to  what 
e  have,  could  not  be  too  many.    Yet  it  may  not 
be  necessary  to  provide  for  all  these  at  (bis  time. 
He  did  not  believe  that  the  Secretary  of  Wu 
luld  possibly  eipend  a  million  of  dollars  before 
the  1st  of  January  next,  and  no  more  need  novr 
be  appropriated  than  could  be  expended  before 
that  time.     He  believed  (800,000  would  be  full  aa 
much  as  could  be  expended  before  that  lime,  and 
if  a  million  was  negatived  he  should  move  that 

Mr.  GoBDON  was  of  opinion,  with  the  gentla- 
man  from  Maryland,  that  a  less  sum  than  a  mil- 
lion of  dollars  would  be  a  sufficient  appropriation 
for  the  present.  He  thought  a  thousand  cannon 
and  thirty  thousand  stand  of  arms  would  be  a 
very  ample  provision.  If  an  invasion  should  take 
place  during  the  recess  of  Congress,  they  would 
of  course  m  again  immediately  called  together, 
and  before  that  time  the  money  now  appropriatea 
could  not  be  expended.  If  what  he  had  meoiiMi- 
ed  should  be  thought  sufficient,  that,  with  the 
$200,000  for  ammunition,  dtc,  would  amount  to 
$890,000.  He  should,  therefore,  be  in  favor  of 
$900,000. 

Mr.  Sbefabo  was  for  doing  everything  necet- 
sary ;  but  it  appeared  to  him  they  wa«  about  to 
appropriate  for  a  greater  number  of  cannon  and 
small  arms  than  ever  could  be  necessary.  He 
thought  a  thousand  cannon  and  twenty  thousand 
stand  of  arms  would  be  sufficient.  He  should, 
therefore,  be  in  favorof  the  $800,000.  They  ought, 
he  said,  to  consider  a  little  how  the  money  was  to 
be  obtained,  before  so  large  an  appropriation  waa 
made.  He  believed  the  arms  he  had  mentioned, 
in  addition  to  what  we  have,  would  enable  us  to 
fight  any  enemy  that  could  ever  come  against  tw. 

Mr.  Macon  wished  the  bill  had  been  different- 
ly drawn  up,  and  a  separate  appropriation  had 
been  made  for  each  of  the  items  mentioned.  He 
should  have  wished  also  to  have  knovra  the  num- 
ber of  fortifications,  and  the  number  of  cannon 
they  would  require,  as  it  would  be  useless  to  have 
fortifications  without  cannoo.  He  believed  it 
would  be  well  (as  the  gentleman  last  up  had  log- 
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Ssted)  to  look  at  the  expense  of  this  boaioeu  as 
ejr  proceeded.  It  had  been  said  on  a  former 
4ay,  first  take  every  measnre  aeceaury,  iDd  then 
pro7ide  for  the  ezpeiiK ;  but  he  was  glad  to  End 
that  genllemeD  had  now  changed  tbeir  opinioDs, 
«ad  had  begun  to  look  at  the  expense.  He  should 
be  for  reducing  the  Dumber  ol  cannon  and  in- 
Oreasinff  that  of  small  arms. 

Mr.  RCTLEDOE  said,  no  gentlemaD  was  more 
sensible  of  the  perilous  sitnalioo  of  the  conntry 
than  be;  but  he  thought  this  million  rather  an 
eztensiTe  calculation.  The  number  of  cannon 
not  only  appeared  to  him  large,  but  the  size,  also, 
•eemed  extraordinarily  large.  He  observed  the 
>«itimsie  eoDiained  100  thirty-two  panuders.  No 
Teasels  that  we  hare  or  are  likely  to  have^  except 
the  frigates,  could  carry  cannon  of  this  size,  and 
they  are  already  provided  for.  He  did  not  think 
«ur  fortifications  required  SS-pounders. 

He  saw  in  this  estimate  an  item  which  he 
thought  ought  not  to  come  within  their  cslenla' 
tion,  which  was  $300,000  for  copper  and  sheath- 
ing. In  making  this  estimate,  the  Secretary  ol 
'War  had  several  &hips  of  the  line  and  twenty 
amaller  vessels  iu  view,  which  it  was  probable 
would  not  be  aareed  to :  at  least  he  should  be 
Hgtinst  them.  He  thought  what  was  necessary 
ought  to  be  done,  regardless  of  expense;  but  he 
was  against  incurring  any  unoecesMry  expense. 
He  thought  $600,000  would  be  sufficient. 

Mr.  Dana  hoped  a  million  of  dollars  would  not 
be  appropriate!!  for  thin  object.  He  should  not 
hesitate  at  any  expense  tf  it  were  necessary  to  re- 
pel immediate  danger ;  but  because  danger  threat- 
«n8,  they  oaght  not  to  make  appropriations  which 
would  show  that  they  did  not  think  coolly  upon 
the  buiiness.  He  did  not  believe  it  would  be  of 
any  advantage  to  make  a  larger  appropriation 
than  eonid  be  expended  within  the  year,  because 
ftinds  must  be  provided  for  every  expense  which 
'is  gone  into ;  and  if  more  than  was  necessary  was 
sppropriated  in  this  instance,  it  would  only  serve 
to  cripple  Ds  in  other  measures,  particularly  with 
respect  toour  maritime  defence;  andashe  tuought 
this  of  consequence,  he  should  wish  to  lessen  the 
present  appropriation.  Tbe^entleman  from  Ma- 
^hnd  bad  proposed  $800,001^  but  he  should  think 
f700,000  would  be  sufficient. 

Mr.  Hakpeh  again  urged  the  necessity  of  mnk- 
b^  an  appropriation  for  st  least  a  million.  He 
was  sorry  that  $1,800000 had  been  given  up.  He 
■poke  pviticularly  of  the  great  want  of  arms  in 
tBe  Southern  States.  He  allowed  the  Eastern 
Slates  were  better  provided ;  but  if  an  enemy 
were  to  attack  us,  it  was  not  he  said,  to  be  ex- 
pected they  would  take  the  bull  by  the  horns,  and 
•ttack  the  Eastern  Btates.  On  the  contrary,  they 
would  seek  out  and  attack  the  weakest  parts.  In 
Georgia,  South  and  North  Carolina,  and  Tennes- 
we,  the  people  were  almost  wholly  without  mus- 
kets. In  the  district  which  he  represented,  he  be- 
lieved there  were  not  ten  muskets.  The  people 
of  this  country,  he  waa  confident,  would  defend  it 
against  the  attack  of  any  enemy;  but  they  could 
not  do  it  without  arms.  Gentlemen  might  talk 
of  the  expense,  bat  the  qnestioa  was,  whether  the 


people  will  pay  this  expense  to  their  ownGtovera- 
ment  for  protection,  or  suffer  a  foreign  army  to 
collect  ten  times  the  amount  from  them  7  Gentle- 
men talked  of  resources;  ibey  must  know  we 
have  ample  resources  untouched.  He  himself 
knew  the  people  could  and  would  pay  to  the 
amount  of  three  or  four  millions  in  direct  taxes, 
if  necessary.  The  immediate  expenses  may  be 
discharged  fay  loans ;  and  taxes  may  be  raised  for 
the  discharge  of  them  and  their  interest.  He 
hopedj  therefore,  the  House  would  not  be  deterred 
from  incurring  necessary  expenses  from  an  idea 
that  the  money  cannot  be  raised. 

Mr,  Lton  wished  to  go  as  far  as  any  member 
with  'res|)ect  to  muskets,  as  he  believed  in  the  dis- 
trict which  he  represented  they  had  not  sufficient 
arujs  for  their  portion  of  the  80,000  milita  ordered 
to  be  held  in  requisition ;  but  he  bad  no  wish  to  ap- 
propriate largely  for  the  purchase  of  foundries 
and  cannon.  Vermont  alone,  he  said,  wanted 
20,000  aund  of  arms.  Indeed,  they  had  had  that 
quantity  ordered  ;  but  they  were  taken  and  car- 
ried into  England.  He  wished  the  appropriatiooa 
could  be  made  separate.  Until  he  saw  the  pro- 
fpesa  of  the  bill,  he  should  be  in  favor  of  a  million, 
in  order  to  secure  an  ample  supply  of  small  arms. 

Mr.  VARnCH  said,  if  this  country  was  deter- 
mined, at  all  events,  to  go  to  war,  dioerent  provi- 
sions were  necessary  from  what  would  be  ne- 
cessary if  they  were  determined  to  avoid  war  if 
possible.  He  aimself  had  seen  uoihiog  in  the  con- 
duct of  a  foreign  country  which  led  bim  to  expect 
a  declaration  of  war  from  them.  He  believed  we 
had  nothing  to  fear  on  this  head,  except  what 
arose  from  measures  which  had  been  taken  here^ 
Those  gentlemen  who  think  a  war  unavoidable, 
will  be  wilting  to  go  into  meastires  that  those  who 
are  of  s  difiereut  opinion  wi&h  to  avoid.  Mr.  V. 
referred  to  what  had  fallen  from  Mr.  Habpeb  on 
the  subject  of  the  militia,  and  said,  when  be  stat- 
ed  there  were  800,000  effective  militia  men  in  the 
United  Slates,  he  was  mistaken  at  least  one-half; 
and  if  he  was  mistaken  as  much  in  other  points, 
then  one-half  the  sum  proposed  would  be  a  suffi- 
cient appropriation.  The  gentleman  seemed  to 
forget  that  we  had  any  arms  in  our  arsenals.  The 
truth  is,  we  have  a  great  quantity  of  arms  in  oiu 
arsenals.  Besides  the  arms  used  in  the  late  war, 
there  were  those  of  two  lar^  English  armies ; 
and  what  had  been  purchased  since,  which,  though 
(hey  might  not  be  sufficieni,  would  enable  us  to 
meet  any  nation  in  the  world.  Nor  were  there 
better  field  artillery  anywhere  than  in  the  Unit- 
ed StateB,  not  only  in  the  public  magazines,  but 
in  thoae  Slates  in  which  the  militia  are  organized. 
And  as  to  large  cannon  for  the  seacoist,  there 
were  great  numbers  which  only  wanted  ifaeir  car- 
riages repaired.  He  did  not  think  the  country  in 
so  destitute  a  situation,  therefore,  as  had  been  stat- 
ed. He  believed  it  would  be  proper  to  increase 
the  number  of  small  arms,  because  he  believed 
some  of  the  militia  were  without  arms;  and  he 
held  it  as  an  essential  principle  in  a  free  Republic 
that  every  man  should  be  armed,  and  ready  to 
defend  his  country  when  attacked.  He  did  not 
suppose  the  United  Stalei  meant  to  purchase 
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anni  for  the  militia;  but  he  hoped  iDdi7iduals 
would  eudearor  to  supply  themselves.  Mr.  V. 
was  of  opinion  that  ihere  was  money  yet  uuei- 

Cded,  which  had  heretofore  been  appropriated 
the  purchase  of  small  arma.  He  caocluded 
by  saying,  he  should  be  willing  to  appropriate 
what  was  necessary ;  but  he  was  not  prepared  to 
vote  for  cannon  to  supply  ships  ofthe  line,  or  any 
other  additional  public  yess^  He  thought 
(600,000  would  be  an  ample  appropriation. 

Mr.  Sevall  said,  douMless  if  gentlemen  con- 
sulted tbeir  wishes,  the  smallest  sum  would  be 
taken;  but  from  the  statement  which  he  had 
made,  it  might  be  seen  that  the  sum  which  he  had 
mentioned  would  be  required.  Gentlemen  pro- 
pose various  sums  which  they  think  suJSicient; 
but  they  must  show  that  a  less  quantity  of  arms 
are  necessary,  or  that  they  can  be  puichssed  for 
&  less  price,  before  they  can  persuade  ihomselyes 
the  sum  which  they  mention  can  be  sufficient  In 
this  appropriation  the  cannon  for  the  frigates  are 
iucluded,  aa  they  were  not  provided  for  ia  a  for- 
mer appropriation ;  but  no  proyisioD  is  here  made 
for  cannon  for  the  addiiionaJ  vessels  which  hara 
been  recommended  hy  the  Secretary  of  War. 

Mr.  Nicholas  was  in  favor  of  a  million  of  dol- 
lars; not  because  he  thougbl  the  danger  of  bein^ 
involyed  in  war  certain,  but  because  he  saw  it 
possible  ;  not  because  be  thought  we  should  have 
occasion  for  all  the  arms  mentioned,  but  becaose 
he  wished  the  country  to  be  possessed  of  ibem. 
He  believed  gentlemen  might  make  themselves 
easy  as  to  the  expense  of  small  arms;  because 
if  they  were  not  necessary  for  the  United  States, 
he  was  certain  they  woula  readily  be  disposed  of 
in  the  Southern  States;  for  the  only  reason  why 
the  militia  of  those  States  were  not  so  well  armed 
as  in  others  was,  the  reason  that  they  could  not 
WTtcure  arms.  With  respect  to  the  arms  of  the 
Eastern  States,  he  believed  they  were  belter  cal- 
culated for  exercise  than  for  service,  and  that  it 
would  be  necessary  that  they  also  shouldbe  replaced. 
He  hoped  no  nice  calculation  would  be  made  as 
to  the  danger  of  war,  but  that  on  this  subject  am- 
ide provision  would  be  maJe,  as  though  we  might 
not  on  this  occasion  have  need  of  them,  yet  it 
could  not  be  said  they  never  would  be  wanted. 
He  wished  our  arsenals  to  be  well  supplied,  that 
we  might  at  any  time  be  ready  to  meet  an  attack. 
If  our  circumstances  were  perfectly  tranquil, 
he  should  not  object  to  an  appropriatioD  for  this 

Mr.  LiviNoaTON  was  in  favor  of  a  million  of 
dollars  for  this  o^ect,  and  was  atarj  the  sum  had 
been  reduced.  The  form  which  this  debate  had 
taken,  had  convinced  him  that  gentlemen  had 
folly  weighed  the  consequences  of  a  war  to  this 
country;  but  if  we  were  to  realize  such  a  state  of 
thioKs,  it  would  be  in  vain  to  go  into  nice  count- 
ing-house calcnlatioDs  about  expense.  Some 
gentlemen  had  said  we  were  about  to  enter  into 
war,  others  that  we  are  engaged  in  war,  and  in  a 
war  of  the  wont  hind — passive  on  our  side,  and 
active  on  the  side  of  toe  enemy,  yet,  in  such  a 
aitaatioa  gentlemen  talk  about  saving  (100,000. 
Some  membars  say  too  many  ctmiuia  ate 


templated;  would  those  who  feel  the  want  of 
small  arms  for  the  defence  of  their  country, refuse 
tohim  cannonforthedefraceof  his?  Hethougbt 
the  estimate  of  the  Secretary  of  War  far  1,300 
cannon  was  not  too  large,  as  it  was  necessary  to 
have  a  supply  in  case  onosseo.  He  hoped,  th«i«- 
fore,  that  the  largest  sum  which  had  been  men- 
tioned would  be  agreed  to,  not  because  it  will  be 
imraedialaly  expended,  but  because  it  will  be 
uecessaiy;  and  if  we  escape  our  present  dangw^ 
the  arms  will  be  a  valuable  aequiailiaD  for  out 
future  security. 

Mr.  L.  hoped  that  the  voles  on  this,  aikd  similar 
questions,  would  convince  the  gentleman  from^ 
South  Carolina  (Mr.  Harpbb)  that  he  had  baeo: 
mistaken  in  his  repeated  assertioai^  and  trusted 
his  good  reuse  and  candor  would  induce  him  to. 
retract  his  opitiioo,  that  no  event  could  induw 
some  gentlemen  to  take  part  in  the  defence  of 
their  country.      Mr.  L.  did  not  believe  that  the' 

Ceral  position  ctf  affairs  in  this  country  wonld 
e  called  upon  them  for  excessive  expenses,  if 
it  had  not  been  for  some  eventa  which  had  takaa 
place  here,  and  which,  though  it  would  not  be  in 
order  for  him  to  name,  was  well  understood 
rmeaoing,  we  suppoa^  the  publieuion  of  ths 
Late  despatches  ana  instructions  by  the  Senate] 
might  involve  us  in  war;  and  if  this  should  be 
the  case,  he  did  not  wish  to  be  found  wholly 
unprepared. 

Mr.  McDowBLL  was  convinced,  from  the  calcu- 
lations which  he  had  made  on  the  subject.,  that- 
S80OO0O  would  be  a  very  ample  appropriation. 
He  thought  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
had  represented  the  Southern  country  to  be  in  a 
more  deplorable  state  than  they  really  are,  by 
saying  that  there  are  no  arms  in  the  country,  and 
that  the  district  which  he  represents  does  not 
contain  ten  muskets.  If  they  had  not  musketa, 
he  knew  they  had  arms  of  another  kind  (riiles) 
which  were  very  valuable,  and  which  they  uaea 
with  success.  With  respect  to  North  Carolina, 
the  gentleman  was  much  mistaken.  In  the  pari 
where  he  resided,  the  people  were  generally  pos- 
sessed of  arms,  though  not  of  muskets,  which 
they  would  not  be  willing  to  own,  except  called 
into  the  field.  In  TeonesBce  he  believed  the. 
people  were  also  generally  in  possession  oivnaa,. 
Gentlemen  spoke  of  providing  for  the  miliua. 
These  arms,  be  said,  were  not  to  go  into  the  hands. 
of  the  militia,  except  called  out  iiMo  service.  Ha 
hoped  those  Stales  which  were  destitute  of  arma 
would  provide  their  own.  and  he  should  wish  to 
see  a  sufficient  spirit  existing  in  the  people  to  in- 
duce them  to  purchase  their  own  arms. 

Mr.  Davtoh  (the  Speaker)  said  that,  a  few 
weeks  ago,  it  would  not  have  been  believed  that . 
any  member  of  the  House,  and  more  especially 
himself,  should  have  thought  it  neceuary,  in  the 
course  of  the  present  session,  lo  rise,  in  order  to 
check  the  ov^flowin^  zeal  of  the  tnembera  iJrom 
New  York  and  Virginia  (Mr.  LivmoaTON  and. 
Mr,  Nioholab)  in  appropriations  of  money  for  tho 
protection  of  commerce  and  defence  of  the  coUB~ 
try ;  yet  this,  extraordinary  as  it  might  seem,  waa 
actually  the  caie.    Those  two  member*  had  ex- 
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pressed  not  oatv  a  willingDess,  but  an  eagerness 
to  appropriate  iDe  largest  sums  which  had  been 


prospect  of  their  success.  BelieTing,  as  he  did, 
thai  not  more  than  half  that  sum  would  be  ei- 

J ended  in  those  articles  before  the  month  of 
anuary  next,  when  Congress  would  be  again  in 
eession,  be  had  determiaea,  in  his  own  mind,  that 
six  hundred  thousand  dollars  would  be  sufficient 
*t  present,  and  therefore  would  oppose  the  mo- 
tion to  fill  up  the  blank  with  a  million  of  dol- 
lars, although,  rather  than  divide  upon  the  ques' 
tion,  he  would  consent  to  a  sum  between  the  two 
axtremes,  and  give  his  vote  for  eight  hundred 
thousand.  Gentlemen  ought  to  reflect  upon  the 
■tate  of  our  rerenoes  and  resources,  and  to  con- 
sider also  that  other  very  extensive  as  well  as 
ezpensiTe  preparations  were  contemplated,  and 
indeed  were  as  indispensable  as  the  objects  of  the 
bill  nnder  consideration.  Although  he  (Mr.  D.) 
did  not  feel  disposed  to  declare  that  it  was  the 
abject  of  the  members  from  New  York  and  Vir- 

g'nia,  in  adTOcating  exorbitant  appropriations  for 
riificHtioQs  and  the  purchase  of  cannon  and 
arms,  to  exhaust  the  national  funds,  before  they 
decided  upon  the  plans  for  procuring  armed  ves- 
sels and  authorizing  a  nrovisional  army,  yet  such 
would  be  the  effect  of  tne  almost  unlimited  giants 
of  money  which  they  wished  for  those  two  objects 
only,  and  he  should  not  be  surprised  to  hear  Ibose 
Tery  gentlemen  make  use  of  inal  as  an  argument 
against  every  other  measure  of  defence  which 
might  be  proposed  and  they  be  opposed  to.  If 
gADtlemeo  were  desirous  of  rendering  defensive 
preparations  unpopular  and  alarming,  the  most 
effectual  way  to  do  it  would  be  by  voting  for 
every  purpose,  and  on  all  occasions,  the  largest 
■urns,  and  thus  rendering  the  aggregate  of  appro- 
priations enormously  large,  which  would  require 
not  only  new  bnt  heavy  taxes  to  provide  for  ihem. 
The  $250,000  for  fortifications  had  been  agreed 
to  with  too  little  consideraiion,  but  he  hoped  that 
seDllemen  would  pause,  and  not  only  reflect  noon 
toe  state  o''  their  finances,  but  consider  wnat 
other  expenses  must  be  incurred  on  other  equally 
important  objects,  before  iher  voted  a  million  for 
the  purposes  mentioned  in  the  bill,  and  which, 
if  rotet^  could  not  be  expended  before  next  ses* 
Hon,  but  must  nevertheless  be  provided  for  in  this. 

Mr.  Sbepabd  again  expressed  his  opinion  as  to 
the  profuseneas  of  the  estimate  of  the  Secretary 
of  War. 

Mr.  Varhdm  did  not  know  what  the  resolves 
of  Congress  were  with  respect  to  the  arms  in 
posseMioa  of  the  soldiers  at  the  conclosion  of  the 
war;  but  he  knew  the  soldiers  of  the  State  of 
Massachusetts  bed  their  arms  taken  from  them, 
and  they  petitioned  the  Slate  by  hundreds  for  a 
restoration  of  them.  In  respect  to  the  number  of 
militia,  the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey  supposed 
be  had  taken  his  estimate  from  returns  improperly 
made.  This  was  not  the  fact:  nor  did  he  eo  into 
a  ealcutatioD  of  the  nnmber  of  men  in  the  United 


Slates  capable  of  bearing  arms.  He  had  referred 
only  to  the  number  of  men  enrolled  bylaw  where 
accurate  returns  were  made  every  year,  and  from 
those,  calculated  the  number  throughout  the 
United  Stales,  and  he  was  convinced  the  number 
did  not  much  exceed  300,000;  and  if  the  militia  ' 
were  to  be  newly  organized  in  the  way  proposed 
by  the  bill  now  before  the  House,  that  number 
would  be  reduced  about  one-sixth,  as,  instead  of 
men  being  liable  to  serve  till  forty-&ve,  they  were 
restricted  to  persons  of  the  age  of  forty  years. 

Mr.  QiLLATtH  said  that,  from  the  manner  in 
which  the  bill  was  drawn ;  there  was  great  diffi- 
culty in  knowing  how  to  vote.  The  sum  is  in 
gross,  yet  to  be  appropriated  to  several  distinct 
purposes.  From  the  different  opinions  which  had 
been  delivered,  it  appeared  that  some  gentlemen 
wished  a  large  appropriation,  because  they  thought 
at  leas  I  thirty  thousand  stand  of  small  anat  were 
necessary,  others  because  they  did  not  wish  the 
number  of  cannon  to  be  reduced ;  whereas  other 
gentlemen  wished  a  less  sum  to  he  appropriated, 
because  they  thought  one  or  the  other  estimates 
was  (00  great.  In  order  to  meet  these  different 
opinionsj  it  would  be  well  to  have  the  appropri- 
ations distinct,  otherwise  members  votio^  (or  a 
large  sum  from  an  idea  of  providing  a  sufficiency 
of  small  arms,  or  the  number  of  cannon  whicn 
they  think  necessary,  cannot  have  any  assurance 
of  their  ot^eci  being  accomplished.  As  to  the 
quantum  of  money  to  be  appropriated  for  each  ob- 
ject, or  for  the  whole,  it  ought  to  be  governed  by 
two  or  three  considerations.  Not  aftogether  by 
(he  quantity  of  money  which  may  be  expended  i& 
the  present  year;  but  bv  the  quantity  which  will 
be  wai)ted  in  the  whole,  and  also  ny  the  sums 
which  would  be  wan  ted  during  the  present  session 
for  other  objects.  For  when  contracts  are  made 
they  must  be  for  the  whole  quantity  of  arms,  Ac^ 
wanted,  and  not  for  that  part  which  may  be  deliv- 
ered before  the  first  of  January,  otherwise  the 
Executive  would  be  at  a  loss  how  to  act. 

Mr.  O.  said,  we  ought  not  only  to  consider  the 
amount  of  this  appropriation,  but  of  others  which 
may  be  necessary,  and  have  an  eye  to  our  re- 
sources ;  for  be  did  not  agree  with  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  that  every  expense  should 
first  be  gone  into,  before  they  took  a  view  of  our 
resources.  He  thought  it  would  be  best  first  to  see 
how  much  could  be  raised  for  all  the  objects  in 
view,  and  if  then  all  could  not  be  provided  for, 
those  which  were  most  necessary  should  be  cho- 
sen. When  he  recommended  this  plan,  he  did  it 
less  on  his  own  account,  than  an  tne  account,  of 
others,  because  he  should  oppose  any  increase  of 
our  naval  armament ;  but  as  other  gentlemen 
would  act  differently,  it  behooved  them  to  consider 
of  the  whole  sum  which  would  be  wanted,  as  the 
more  money  there  was  expended,  the  greater 
would  be  the  loans  and  taxes  to  be  raised.  On 
this  ground^  he  was  in  favor  of  appropriating  less 
than  a  million  of  dollars;  but  except  the  different 
objects  were  distinctly  specified,  he  saw  no  way  of 
securing  an  application  of  the  money  according 
to  their  views  of  necessity. 

As  to  the  amount  of  militia  in  the  United  States, 
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he  differed  both  from  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  and  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
He  had  made  a  calculation  from  the  militia  of 
PeDsyWania,  which  conaisis  of  seTcnty  five  thou- 
sand, in  (he  same  way  as  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  had  made  a  cslculalioo  from  his 
State,  but  he  made  the  amoont  of  the  whole  to  be 
about  fire  hundred  thousand.  How  the  difference 
arOM  between  the  two  calculations  he  could  not 
tdl. 

The  Kcotleman  from  South  CaroliDa  was  in 
faror  of  the  largest  sam,  because  he  considered 
there  was  a  great  degree  of  dan^r  to  be  appre- 
hended from  an  ioTasion  in  certam  sections  of  the 
country,  from  the  want  of  arms  in  those  parts. 
But  this  only  showed  the  propriety  of  providing 
anns  for  those  parts,  and  not  for  others,  where 
there  is  no  such  danger.  Some  Stales,  he  believed, 
were  tolerably  well  supplied  with  arms ;  he  knew 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania  had  entered  into  con- 
tracts for  20,000  stand  of  arms ;  when  they  were 
to  be  delivered,  he  did  not  know,  but  he  believed 
they  must  be  got  before  thoiie  which  are  contem- 
plated by  this  appropriation.  Mr.  G.  was  at  a  loss 
to  know  for  what  the  nine  and  twelve  pounders 
of  cannon  was  wanted;  and  concluded  wiih  the 
wish  that  the  appropriations  might  be  specific, 
and  if  there  were  no  material  objections  to  their 
being  so(farhedidnot  wish  to  embarrass  the  bill) 
he  would  propose  an  amendment  to  that  efibct. 

Mr.  Sbwall  said,  he  had  no  jraiticiilar  objection 
to  the  appropriations  bt^ing  specific,  though  ne  saw 
no  occasion  for  it,  as  be  supposed  the  President 
would  apply  the  money  so  as  best  to  answer  the 
several  purposes  mentioned  in  the  bill. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  said,  the  nine  and  twelve  pound- 
vs  were  wanted  for  some  of  the  foriiSealions. 

Mr.  Oallatin  moved  his  amendment,  making 
a  specific  appropriation  for  each  object. 

Mr.  Hartley  was  opposed  to  it.  He  wished 
to  leave  the  disposition  of  the  money  to  tbe  Presi- 
dent; B.nd  went  into  arguments  to  show  tbe  pro- 
priety of  a  liberal  appropriation,  though  be  thought 
a  millioti  of  dollars  too  much.  He  believed  the 
militia  of  tbe  United  States  to  be  at  least  500,000 
in  number,,  and  that  there  are  about  100,000  stand 
of  arms  in  possession  of  the  United  Stales  which 
might  be  made  fit  for  use. 

Mr.  BsooEB  thought  the  amendment  a  good 
one;  he  wished  himself  to  see  each  article  appro- 
priated for  separately.  He  thought  too  many  can- 
non were  contemplated,  and  perhaps  too  many 
small  arms. 

Mr.  D  ATT  ON  thought  the  ameikdment  a  very 
had  one,  so  bad,  that  if  it  were  adopted,  be  Ghould 
vote  against  the  bill  itself.  He  asked  gentlemen 
bow  loey  could,  at  this  time,  say  how  many 
cannon,  or  what  number  of  small  arms  would  be 
wanted?  Or,  in  the  event  of  war,  whether  that  war 
irouid  be  made  on  our  commerce  alone,  or  by  pre- 
datory attacks  upon  our  coast,  or  by  invasion  % 
If  the  former,  a  greater  number  of  cannon,  and  a 
l«ss  number  of  small  arms  would  be  wanted;  if 
the  latter,  a  larger  quantitr  of  small  arms,  and  less 
cannon  would  ne  required.  Besides,  if  a  part  of 
our  cannon  should  be  taken,  though  there  might 


be  a  surplus  of  the  money  appropriated  for  one 
object,  no  part  of  it  could  be  expended  for  another.    ' 
He  wished  gentlemen,  therefore,  to  look  a  little 
into  this  amendment  before  they  determined  to 
give  it  their  support. 

Mr.  Baooee  said,  the  objections  of  tbe  gentle- 
mnn  from  New  Jersey  did  not  strike  bim  so  forci- 
bly as  they  seem  to  impress  himself.  Whether 
(he  sums  were  voted  specifically,  or  in  the  aggre- 

Kte,  the  President  might  take  such  measures  as 
should  think  proper.  If  the  appropriations 
were  not  made  separately,  the  President  would 
have  to  separate  tbem  before  heproceeded  to  make 
his  contracts  ;  and  the  only  difference  was,  whe- 
ther he  or  they  should  say  how  much  it  was  proper 
to  expend  upon  each  item. 

Mr.  Gallatin  said,  it  was  his  object  to  make  a 
sufficient  appronriation  to  meet  the  different  kinds 
of  warfare  with  which  we  might  be  attacked, 
whether  it  should  be  necessary  to  repel  it  with 
cannon  or  with  small  arms,  and  therefore  the 
amendment  would  not  produce  the  effect  spoken 
of  by  tbe  gentleman  from  New  Jersey. 

Mr.  S.  SuiTH  was  opposed  to  this  amendment, 
as  he  presumed  the  President  would  form  a  better 
opinion  as  to  the  kind  of  warfare  which  we  should 
be  likely  to  have  to  edcounter  than  they  could  do. 
He  thoueht  it  best  therefore,  that  the  appropria- 
tion should  be  made  in  one  sum,  and  leave  it  to 
the  President  to  dispose  of  it  aa  he  thinks  proper. 

The  amendment  was  put  and  negatived,  forty- 
seven  to  thirty -four. 

The  question  then  returned  on  tbe  filling  the 
blank  with  a  million  of  dollars. 

Mr.  W.  C.  Claiborne  was  opposed  to  filling 
the  blank  with  a  million  of  dollars.  It  was  cer- 
tainly his  wish  to  see  the  United  States  placed  in 
a  good  state  of  defence,  and  to  be  able  to  combat 
any  enemy  which  might  aiaail  them ;  and  could 
he  suppose  that  sum  necessary  for  the  purpose,  it 
should  not  be  opposed  by  him.  But  nis  present 
impression' was,  ihata  smaller  sum  wouldoe  suf- 
ficient. The  number  of  cannon  asked  for,  be 
thought  larger  than  was  necessary ;  as  be  believed 
bis  authority  was  good  for  saying  that  the  United 
States  were  at  present  in  possession  of  300  brass 
pieces,  and  that  several  of  the  States  had  a  consid- 
erable number  of  cannon.  So  far  as  relates  to 
small  arms,  be  wished  the  whole  sum  proposed  to 
be  granted,  as  he  believed  the  expenditure  would 
be  prudent  and  proner.  In  case  of  an  invasion, 
cannon  would  be  of  little  use  ;  the  rifie  and  bayo- 
net wonld  be  resorted  to,  which  were  preferable 
to  the  slow  operations  of  cannon,  and  it  wonld  be 
with  difficulty  that  the  citizens  of  tbe  United 
States  would  be  prevailed  with  to  use  any  other 
than  the  most  speedy  means  of  repelling  any  ene- 
my which  may  attack  our  conotry. 

Mr.  C.  did  not  believe  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  was  strictly  correct,  when  be  represent- 
ed tbe  Southern  and  Western  country  as  without 
arms.  So  far  as  relates  to  Georgia  and  South 
Carolina,  the  remark  might  be  true:  but  as  it  re- 
lated to  tlie  back  part  of  North  Gardina  and  Ten- 
nessee, it  was  not  correct.  Three  years  ago,  when 
an  Indian  war  raged  an  the  frontier,  every  eitiEen 
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capable  of  bearing  arms,  had  arma  in  hii  haads. 
Since  tbat  time  peace  had  reigned,  and  there  had 
be«n  very  considerable  eaugiations  lo  that  coun- 
try. He  could  nol  sav  every  citizen  was  now 
armed,  but  he  believed  by  far  the  greater  part 
were;  and  if  an  invasion' were  to  be  attempted 
from  tbe  quarter  which  had  been  glanced  at,  he 
believed  his  fellow-citizetts  would  not  thank  the 
United  States  for  a  supply  of  cannon.  All  they 
would  ask  would  be  a  sufficiency  of  rifles  and 
bayonets ;  for  they  would  have  no  inclination  to 
use  the  musket,  ezeepi  for  the  take  of  the  bayo- 
net. Mr.  C.  said,  he  was  in  favor  of  the  amend- 
ment wliich  had  been  negatived,  because  he  wish- 
ed to  bave  secured  the  expenditure  of  a  consider- 
able sum  in  small  arms  ;  but,  since  that  was  re- 
jected, be  should  be  ia  favor  of  $S00,000  instead 
of  a  million. 

Mr.  HaBPBB  said,  the  gentlemen  from  North 
Carolina  and  TeoDessee  luid  misunderstood  bim, 
when  they  thought  he  represented  the  Southern 
and  Western  States  as  bein^  destitute  of  arms. 
He  kitew  they  had  fowliog-pieces  and  rifles ;  but 
when  he  sp)k«  of  arms,  he  meant  those  arms 
wtkich  would  be  useful  in  military  service,  and 
tbat  they  ought  not  only  be  provided  with  muskets, 
but  that  they  should  be  uikifarm.  The  gentleman 
from  Virginia  was  sensible  of  this,  when  he  refer- 
red to  the  kind  of  aims  possessed  by  the  militia  of 
the  Elastem  Stales. 

Mr.  H.  said,  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
(Mr.  Livihostoh)  had  thou^t  proper  10  make 
some  flattering  allusions  to  his  conduct  and  good 
sense,  with  a  hope  that  he  would  change  the 
opinion  which  be  had  heretofore  given  as  to  the 
conduct  of  certain  gentlemen  in  this  House.  He 
declared  he  had  seen  on  this  occaaioa,  with  heart- 
felt delight,  many  reasons  for  at  least  modifying 
that  opinion ;  as  soon  as  he  should  find  complete 
reason  for  cb^ging  it,  he  should  express  it  in  the 
most  feeling  manner. 

The  question  on  filling  the  blank  with  a  million 
of  dollars  was  put,  and  n«alived,  there  being  only 
26  votes  for  it 

The  question  was  then  put  on  t800,000,  and 
carried,  there  being  61  voles  in  favor  of  iL 

The  blank  in  the  third  section  was  filled  with 
tlOO.OOO,  for  the  hire,  purchase,  and  employ  of 
*""■'"       1  and  armories,  in  case  such  establuh- 


foundrii 


ihall  be  found        .    .._, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Datton,  the  following  words 
were  struck  out  of  the  above  section,  viz :  '*  or 
shall  be  deducted  Iroin  the  sum  hereinbefore  ap- 
[ffopriated,  if,  in  the  opinion  of  the  President,  it 
may  be  conreoienil  v  aUowed  therefrom." 

The  committee  then  rose,  and  the  amendments 
having  been  agreed  to  in  the  House,  the  bill  was 
ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time 


Wedngbdat,  April  18. 
Mi.  Habpbr  called  up  for  deciuoa  the  resolu- 
tioo  which  he  laid  upon  the  table  some  daya  ago. 
woposing  the  appointment  of  a  Superintendent  of 
FoitificationB ;  wnich,  after  some  debate,  was  ne^ 
atived  without  a  division. 


The  bill  for  erecting  a  light-house  and  placiar 
buoys  and  slakes  in  places  therein  mentionei!^ 
was  read  the  ihird  time  and  passed ;  as  was,  also, 

The  bill  to  enable  the  President  of  the  United 
Slates  to  procure  cannon,  arms,  and  ammunition, 
and  for  at  tier  pu  poses. 

Mr.  Gordon,  called  up  for  consideration  the 
Hmendmeoi  of  ihe  Senate  to  the  bill  for  contin». 
ing  in  force  the  act  providing  for  the  compensa- 
tion of  clerks,  aud  for  other  purposes ;  which  b^ 
ing  read,  it  was  discovered  that  one  of  the  amend- 
ments proposed  an  appTopriation  of  money,  and 
would,  therefore,  require  arsi  to  be  discussed  in  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole.  It  was,  therefore, 
committed  for  to-mf»raw. 

PROTECTION  OF  TRADE.     . 

Mr.  SswALL  moved  ihat  the  House  go  into  a 
Committee  of  ihe  Whole  on  the  sUIe  of  tha 
Union,  in  order  to  take  up  the  bill  from  the  SeaaM' 
for  providing  an  additional  armament  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  trade  of  the  United  States,  and  for 
other  purposes.  The  motion  being  carried,  the 
House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  accordingly  ;  and  the  bill  (which  author- 
izes the  President  to  procure,  in  any  manner 
which  he  shall  deem  expedient,  a  number  of  ve^ 
sels,  not  exceeding  sixteen,  nor  carrying  more 
than  twenty-two  guns  each,  to  be  employed  as' 
convoys,  or  in  any  other  manner  in  which  the 
President  shall  think  proper)  having  been  read, 
and  the  first  section  repealed, 

Mr.  NiCHOLAi  observed,  that  he  had  some  ob- 

J'ecilons  to  this  bill ;  but  he  believed  he  should  de- 
:r  his  observations  until  ihey  came  to  the  section 
which  directs  the  employment  of  the  vessels,  and 
if  the  motion  he  then  made  was  not  carried,  be 
might  find  It  necessary  to  make  a  mation  a*  lo 
the  number  of  vessels  contained  in  the  first  sec- 

Tbe  CaAiBMUi  having  read  the  three  next  seo- 
tioiu  of  the  bill, 

Mr.  Nicholas  moved  to  strike  out  the  4th  see- 
tion.  which  is  in  the  following  words: 

**  Tlimt,  to  Mcura  and  maintain  the  independsnt  lighta 
of  commerce  uid  navigation  which  the  laws  of  nation* 
and  the  stipulations  of  treatiea  BcknoiriedKe  snd  suio- 
tion,  the  President  of  the  United  Btatee  is  hereby  ao- 
thoriied  and  enmoweied  to  employ  the  snuad  TMeala 
of  Ihe  United  Btatee,  la  convoys,  nhenever  ha  aaif 
think  proper  to  aflbrd  such  protection,  or  in  any  othee 
mumer  which,  in  his  judgment,  will  beat  contrilmte  te 
the  general  interests  ofthe  United  States" 

To  employ  these  vessels  as  convoys  to  the  trade 
ofthe  United  States,  Mr.  N.  said,  would  be  *o 
much  real  loss  to  the  country.  We  are  in  a  situ- 
ation in  which  convoys  are  never  resorted  to.  In  a 
state  of  peace  he  did  not  know  how  this  force  could 
be  employed.  If  they  were  now  ready,  and  were 
to  take  charge  of  our  vessels,  they  would  be  far 
from  giving  then)  security ;  for,  unless  an  attack 


sail  as  convoys,  notice  would  be  given  of  the  tima 
of  their  sailing,  and  privateers  would  act  accord- 
ingly.   And  II,  at  any  time,  any  of  them  should 
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moke  ID  Attack  od  ihe  ground  of  suspicioa,  it 
would  be  UDtamouDt  to  war.  Supposing  tbe 
irade,  then,  would  b«ar  this  eipeiise,  it  doe&  not 
appear  that  it  would  efioid  it  aoyihiDe  like  secu- 
ntj.  But  what  is  the  trade  to  which  this  force 
ia  to  be  applied  7  It  is  only  to  Qreat  Britain  and 
her  colonies,  and  to  neutral  countries.  Which 
arri  the  neutral  countries  7  We  have  every  rea- 
son to  believe  that  Hamburg  is  now  under  tne  in- 
ftuence  of  the  Power  agaiuat  whom  we  are  aita- 
ing.  We  cannot  expect  to  force  a  trade  into  the 
ports  of  France,  or  or  her  allies;  so  that  there  are 
only  the  ports  of  Great  Britain  and  her  domiaioas 
to  which  this  arming  can  apply.  But  will  the^e 
resseta  be  able  to  give  a  protection  to  our  trade 
egoal  to  the  protectioo  which  Great  Britain  can 
give  to  bers  ?  They  will  have  do  vesaeb  to  con- 
voy ;  for  our  veiaels  must  carry  on  as  good  ternis 
ms  the  British^  or  ihey  wilt  have  nothing  to  carry. 
If  Great  Britiaa,  frotn  her  superior  coovoy,  can 
have  insurance  done  on  considerable  lower  terms 
than  oar  vessels  can  obtain  it,  a  preference  will 
certainlj  be  given  by  merchants  to  thetn.  He 
owned  It  would  be  a  painful  thing  to  see  our  com- 
merce carried  on  by  a  foreign  nation;  but  we 
have  no  choice,  if  it  ii  not  in  our  power  to  give 

aual  piotection.  The  Southern  Stales  had  act- 
very  liberally  In  this  respect,  when  they  had 
anything  in  their  power.  They  have  consented 
to  lay  a  burden  on  themselves  to  increase  ibe 
navigation  of  the  United  States;  but  when  they 
were  called  upon  to  support  additional  burdens. 
they  would  expect  to  see  that  the  eipeose  would 
conduce  to  some  public  advantage.  But  could 
gentlemen  believe  that  with  these  vessels,  in  a  state 
of  peace,  which  destroys  half  the  energy  of  such  an 
armament,  we  could  protect  our  trade  equally 
with  Great  Britain,  who  is  at  liberty  to  ac(  oSen- 
sively?    They  could  not. 

But,  upon  this  subject,  another  reflection  occurs. 
When  we  see  that  this  convoy  is  to  act  only  upon 
the  trade  carried  on  between  this  country  and 
Qreat  Britain,  it  is  necessary  to  consider  how  the 
treaty  which  has  been  entered  tuto  between  this 
country  and  that  will  operate  upon  the  navigation 
which  we  are  about  to  protect  at  so  great  an  ex- 
pense. Mr.  N.  said,  hi  did  not  pretend  to  under- 
stand this  business  as  a  merchant;  but,  so  far  as 
he  had  been  able  to  get  information  upon  the  sub- 
ject there  w»s  little  doubt  on  bis  mind,  that  if  we 
could  navigate  on  equal  terms  with  Great  Britain, 
the  countervailing  duty  imposed  by  that  country 
aponour  vessels  raiui^ive  her  ships  the  preference. 

There  waa,  in  hisopLti!oil,another  constderation 
of  very  great  importance.  We  know,  by  state- 
ments lately  laid  before  (he  House,  that  the  exports 
10  Great  Britaio  and  her  dominions  do  not  exceed 
eight  millions  of  dollars  a  year;  yet  the  committee 
were  now  called  upon  to  appropriate  by  way  of  a 
beginainK,at  least  two  millions  of  dollars  for  the 
fintyear'sexpense.  He  staled  the  expense  at  two 
millions,  because  the  Senate  orieinally  contem- 
plated only  twelve  vessels,  and  when  the  number 
vaa  changed  to  sixteen,  no  alteration  was  made 
in  the  ram  proposed  to  oe  appropriated ;  so  that 
M  gentleman  could  expect  to  see  an  end  of  thia 
5th  Con.— 46 
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business  for  less  than  two  millions.    And  could 

the  merchants  o^  this  country,  engaged  in  the 
business  of  navigalioo.  expect  thai  so  enormous  a 
sum  should  be  expeuued  in  a  vain  endeavor  to 
protect  their  trade?— a  sum  that  would  be  equal 
to  25  per  cent,  upon  (he  wboleamount  of  produce 
exported?  He  knew  gentleman  might  say  that 
we  imported  goods  to  a  much  greater  amount  from 
Great  Britain  and  her  dominions;  but  if  our  trade 
with  other  countries  was  in  a  great  degree  cut  off, 
we  should  of  course  import  less,  since  we  shonU 
have  less  money  to  pay  for  what  is  bought. 

If  we  were  to  be  engaged  in  actual  war,  gentle- 
men will  agree  that  there  would  be  no  advantase' 
which  could  result  from  these  vessels  which  would 
equal  the  cost  of  them  ;  since  the  superiority  of 
(he  British  fleet  would  then  equally  be  felt,  except 
we  were  to  enter  into  an  alliance  with  her.  The 
only  difierence  in  this  case  would  be,  our  veisels 
would  be  authorized  to  make  attacks.  The  more 
effectual  force  of  the  British,  and  their  counter- 
vailing duty,  would  still  have  their  operation. 
And  il  an  alliance  between  ibe  two  countries  were 


i  take  place,  the  iiea(y  will  operate  on  the  com- 
lerce  of  the  two  countries ;  and  gentlemen  may 
I  this  alliance  would  not  be  effected  with- 


a 


important  sacrifices,  which  would  entitle 
to  all  the  pri'tection  it  could  afford. 
When  the  prospect  of  advantage  to  our  naviga- 
'"  interest  is  so  doubtful,  all  gentlemen  must  be 
to  take  into  account  the  possibility  of  the 
destroying  (be  remaining  chance  of  avoid- 


Mr.  N.  said,  he  was  not,  with  some  gentlemen, 
of  opinion  (hat  our  present  situation  could  not  be 
made  worse:  he  believed  it  might  be  rendered 
infinitely  worse.  We  are  now,  said  he,  suffering 
great  inconveniences  and  losses  on  account  of  the 
war  which  now  exists  between  Great  Britain  and 
France,  which  will  termiuate  with  that  war.  But 
when  once  war  is  declared,  it  will  require  a  treaty 
to  restore  peace.  How  was  (his  to  be  got  ?  Have 
we,  said  he,  the  power  of  iujuriog  the  country 
with  whom  we  are  apprehensive  of  war,  so  as  to 
induce  her  to  make  peace  on  good  terms  7  He 
believed  nut.  And  we  had  sufficient  reasons' to 
believe,  from  the  late  despatches,  that  great  diffi- 
culties would  be  attendant  on  such  a  situation  of 
things.  We  do  not  know  that  it  is  the  iutention 
of  France  to  declare  war  against  this  country. 
The  last  official  account  we  have  had  of  the  acts 
of  that  Government  towards  this  country,  was  the 
decree  forbidding  ueuiral  vesseh  from  carrying 
British  produce  or  manufactures.  And  he  asked 
whether  it  would  not  be  better  for  this  country  to 
submit  to  that,  than  provoke  a  war?  He  allowed 
it  would  be  a  ma((er  of  considerable  inconvenience, 
but  it  would  principally  affect  only  our  carrying 
trade.  Our  revenue  would  not  be  greatly  effected 
by  it,  because,  our  expor(s  being  free,  and  the 
means  of  raising  money  bu(  little  impaired,  there 
is  little  reason  to  believe,  if  the  decree  was  strictly 
executed,  that  we  should  want  foreizn  manufac- 
tures: and  the  additional  duly  paid  by  foreign 
vessels  would  probably  nearly  equal  any  defatcx- 
tion  in  the  quantity  of^ goods  imported. 
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Mr.  N.  said,  he  expected,  from  the  pa«t  conduct 
of  France,  the  execation  of  (bis  decree  to  its  full- 
est extent.  He  Bdmitied,  that  from  tbe  temper  of 
that  coQDtrr,  aod  the  mEasuren  taken  in  this  coun- 
try, a  recaDciliaiioD  was  not  at  present  to  be  ex- 
pected ;  bat  our  silualion  may  yat  want  the  seal  of 
blood  10  give  it  the  greatest  malignity ;  he  hoped 
geDtlemen  would  not  embark  in  a  measure  whose 
efiect  would  be  to  bring  us  into  that  situation. 

Mr.N.said,  he  did  not  mean  to  justify  the  conduct 
of  France.  He  had  before  said,  ana  he  repeated 
i^  that  if  this  country  chose  to  do  it,  she  had  siiS- 
^ent  ground,  from  actual  snfieriogs,  whatever 
'might  uive  been  the  origin  of  the  miaunderstHnd- 
ing,  10  declare  war,  ana  that  it  is  a  question  of 
policy  whether  we  should  do  it  or  not.  And  so 
■ure  was  he  that  true  policy  and  the  best  interests 
of  the  country  forbade  it,  tbnt  he  was  certain  no 
gentleman  of  the  committee  would  agree  to  any 
measure,  however  great  a  commercial  advantage 
it  might  promise,  that  he  thought  would  produce 
a  war.  For,  however  many  the  difficulties  may  be 
which  we  suffer  at  present,  in  the  event  of  war, 
we  may  rest  assured  they  will  be  increased,  aod 
be  without  the  prospect  of  an  end. 

It  had  been  asserted  by  some  persons,  that  if 
our  Commissioners  did  not  come  to  terms  with  the 
French  Directory,  a  declaration  of  war  on  their 
part  will  be  the  consequence.  He  did  not  think 
there  was  any  ground  upon  which  to  expect  this. 
The  applicBLoo  for  accommodation  was  made  on 
our  part  to  France.  They  have  proposed  a  very 
disgraceful  condition  upon  which  a  negotiation 
may  be  commenced;  but  he  did  not  understand, 
that  in  case  this  condition  was  not  complied  with, 
we  were  to  expect  a  declaration  of  war.  All  that 
be  expected,  in  such  an  event,  was  a  conltnuance 
of  aggressions  upon  our  commerce,  aod  perhaps 
an  increase  of  them.  Our  Commissionen  had, 
indeed,  been  told  by  X  or  Y,  that  in  case  they 
went  away  without  concluding  a  treaty,  that  we 
might  expect  our  coast  to  be  ravaged.  But  gentle- 
men should  recollect  the  silualion  of  these  agents. 
He  did  not  mean  to  say  that  the  French  Govern- 
ment was  not  to  be  considered  as  acquainted  with 
any  of  the  propositions  made  by  these  persons. 
He  believed  they  were  the  movers  of  the  loan  pro- 
posed bv  them ;  but  as  to  the  inducements  which 
were  held  up  to  the  Envoys  to  bring  them  to  their 
terms,  he  considered  them  ax  the  suggestion!)  of  X 
Mid  ¥  themselves,  with  which  theGovernment  was 
UDBcquainted.  When  it  is  recollected  what  abuse 
those  persons  cast  upon  the  Government  of  that 
country,  it  must  be  evident  that  they  acted,  in  these 
retpecis,  wtihout  authority.  He  did  not  believe, 
therefore,  that  there  was  aoy  chance  of  a  declar- 
ation of  war  from  France,  unless  the  manner  in 
which  we  had  treated  the  negotiation  here  should 
produce  that  declaration. 

When  tbeadvaotageof  the  measure  was  so  very 
doubtful,  as  be  had  shown  it  to  be,  it  was  of  the  last 
consequence  to  consider  the  expense  attending  it, 
Uld  the  means  which  we  have  of  defraying  that 
expense.  The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
(Mr.  Habpib)  tells  the  committee  that  this  coun- 
try U  equal  to  the  furnishing  of  all  the  money 


that  may  be  wanted.  Mr.  N.  said,  he  believed 
that  he  knew  as  much  of  the  ability  of  this  country 
to  pay  expenses  as  that  gentleman.  He  worked 
hia  own  lands,  and  lived  in  a  country  where  pro- 
duce was  of  as  much  average  value  as  in  most 
other  parts  of  the  United  States;  and  he  knew, in 
his  part  of  the  country,  there  would  be  great  diffi- 
culty aod  a  great  want  of  ability  to  pay  very  heavy 

But  this  country  can  defend  itself  againat 
the  whole  world.  We  have  men  sufficient,  and 
sufficient  means  of  supporting  them ;  but  if  we 
are  determined  to  carry  on  a  war  at  sea  to  defend 
our  foreign  commerce,  which  can  only  be  done  by 
means  of  a  large  money  revenue,  there  we  should 
be  deScient.  Gentlemen  ought  not  to  compare 
this  country  with  others.  The  old  nations  of  Eu- 
rope possess  crowds  of  enterprising  aod  industrious 
manufacturers,  aod  ofcoursehave  an  internal  coniT 
merce  which  supplies  the  necessities  of  the  coutt- 
try;  andwhattheysend  to  foreign  countries  is  w,hat 
they  can  spare  from  their  own  consumption,  and 
which  may.  on  urgent  occasions,  be  drawn  to  tbe 
support  of  Government.  We,  on  the  contrary,  all 
make  our  own  provision!,  and  we  have  but  tittle 
demand  for  our  surplus.  Few  of  us  can  obtain 
our  clothes  from  within  ourselve^bui  we  must 
depend  upon  foreign  countries  for  three-fourths  of 
the  necessaries  of  fife.  We  must  therefore  have 
foreign  commerce,  lu  a  certain  eitenl,  for  the  sup- 
ply of  our  natural  wants;  and  there  is  great  reason 
to  fear  that  the  diminution  of  commerce  by  I  be 
war  which  threatens  us,  will  be  so  great,  in  spite 
of  any  protection,  that  the  surplus  product  of  latior, 
on  which  alone  the  Government  can  draw,  will  be 
entirely  lost.  He  did  not  say  this  to  prevent  any 
necessary  expense  to  secure  the  safety  and  inde- 
pendence of  the  country ;  but  he  meant  to  show 
the  difference  between  the  present  ease  and  that 
of  other  countries  who  have  borne  such  expense^ 
and  the  necessity  of  confining  our  expenses  as 
much  as  possible  to  narrow  limits. 

He  did  not  believe  that  the  honor  and  indepen- 
dence o[  this  country  depend  upon  a  Navy.  He 
believed,  by  applying  the  means  which  nature  has 
pat  into  our  power,  in  resisting  all  demands  which 
require  anything  like  submission,  the  lionor  aod 
independence  ofour  country  were  to  be  preserved. 
A  demand  of  this  kind  had  been  made  upon  us  by 
France  far  money,  which  could  not  be  complied 
with.  He  did  not  believe  that  tbe  honor  and  inde- 
pendence of  a  country  depend  upon  its  strength. 
It  could  not  be  expected  tnat  this  country,  which 
has  but  lately  assumed  its  place  in  the  list  of  na- 
tions, should  be  equal,  in  naval  strength  at  least, 
with  the  old  maritime  countries  of  Europe.  He 
did  not  think  our  duty  required  more  from  us,  in 
(bis  respect,  than  it  is  our  interest  to  do.  It  would 
be  perfectly  consistent  with  the  honor  and  inde- 

Sendence  of  our  country,  to  aay  we  will  have  no 
lavy.  If  we  cannot  protect  our  commerce,  with- 
out greatly  injuring  the  rest  of  the  Union,  the 
Government  ought  to  say  to  our  commercial  citi- 
zens, "  We  lament  your  situation.  For  a  lime,  you 
must  act  as  well  as  you  can.  In  times  of  puce 
we  will  make  you  all  the  recompense  we  can." 
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In  his  miod,  this  was' all  this  class  of  eilizeoB  could 
expect,  BDil  all  that  lliey  ought  to  ask. 

Mr.  N.  cuncluded,  by  sayiog,  that  this  subject 
Kquired  maiura  coDsideralion  Defore  il  was  gone 
into,  tl  was  Tery  different  from  other  measures 
of  defence  which  had  been  before  the  committee. 
That  we  have  reason  foi  alarm,  he  was  ready  to 
own,  and  he  was  desirous  of  providing  amply  for 
our  dcfeoce ;  but  this  subject  presented  itself  as  a 
matter  of  ealcalation  as  to  the  danger  atteuding  it. 
the  good  lo  be  derived  from  it,  and  the  eipeose  of 
carrying  it  into  effect.  Oa  viewipg  all  these,  he 
was  decidedly  against  il,  and  hop^  his  motion 
would  be  carried. 

Mr.DAy-roN  (the  Bpeaker)  said,  he  did  not  rise  lo 
answer  the  observBtious  of  the  geacteman  who  had 
just  sal  dowR,  but  to  ask  whether,  if  the  gentleman 
was  indulged  with  Etriking  out  the  fourth  section, 
and  lU  the  sections  whico  followed  it,  he  meant 
to  go  back  and  strike  out  the  first  also.  For  him- 
self, he  should  feel  do  great  hesitation  in  striking 
out  the  fourth  section,  if  those  which  preceded  it 
were  10  stand;  because,  if  the  force  was  established, 
he  believed  the  President,  accordiiig  to  his  Con- 
atiiutional  power,  as  Commaoder-in-Chief,  could 
employ  it  as  be  thought  proper. 

Mr.  N[oBot.tB  thought  his  intentions  must  have 
been  understood.  He  meant  to  strike  out  every- 
thing which  relates  to  convoys.  He  did  not  agree 
with  the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey,  ibat  the 
President  could  employ  these  vessels  as  he  pleased. 
He  could  not  employ  them  as  convoys,  because 
ihey  could  not  be  effectual  as  such  without  viola- 
ting the  law  of  nations. 

Mr.  Habf£s  wished  the  gentleman  who  made 
this  motion  for  striking  out  ine  fourth  section,  had 
moved  to  strike  out  ine  first  section,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  destroying  the  bill  itself;  because,  in  that 
case,  his  arguments,  which  went  not  against  the 
fourth  section,  but  the  whole  bill— not  against  the 
employment  of  this  force  in  convoy,  but  against 
the  policy  of  providing  the  force  at  all — would 
have  applied  better  to  his  motion.  Indeed,  before 
he  heard  the  fourth  section  mentioned,  he  had  con- 
ceived, irom  the  scope  of  the  gentleman's  argu- 
nenla,  that  the  first  section  had  been  moved  to  be 
■triJcen  out. 

Mr.  H.  agreed  with  the  gentleman  from  New 
Jersey,  ^he  Speaker,)  thai  if  the  three  first  sec- 
tions, wnich  provide  for  raising  the  force,  were 
retained,  those  which  follow,  and  which  relate  to 
the  manner  of  its  employment,  would  be  of  very 
little  importance;  and  if  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
giiiia  would  leave  him  those  three  sections,  be 
mi^ht  take  tbe  rest.  He  Was  ready  to  make  this 
division  of  the  bill  with  that  gentleman;  for  he. 
Ur.  H.,  believed,  that  when  once  the  force  should 
be  provided,  the  President,  under  his  Coostitu- 
liooal  powers,  would  have  a  right  to  employ  it  in 
such  manner  as,  in  his  judgment,  the  public  good, 
according  to  the  existing  state  of  things,  might 
require.  The  President,  he  knew,  could  not  alter 
the  existing  state  of  thin^.  AdmiitJng  that  state 
to  be  at  peace,  the  President  could  not  induce  a 
state  of  war.  But  in  what  manner  the  public  force, 
when  provided  by  Congress,  should  1m  employed, 


conformably  lo  the  state  of  peace  and  the  rights 
and  duties  resultiug  from  it,  was  for  the  President 
lo  direct,  under  bis  responsibility,  not  for  the 
House.  The  business  of  the  House  was  to  fix  the 
slate  of  the  country,  and  provide  force ;  that  ol  the 
President  to  employ  the  force,  according  to  that 

The  question,  Mr.  H.  said,  would  then  return, 
whether,  admitting  this  country  to  be  in  a  slate 
of  peace,  we  might  give  convoy  to  our  trade,  with- 
out exceeding  the  rights  of  neutrality  which  result 
from  thai  state?  IT  the  House  should  be  of  opia- 
that  convoys  could  not  be  given  consistent 
\  a  stale  of  peace,  it  would  be  for  them  to  con- 
sider whether  the  country  ought  to  remain  in  a 
stale  which  prevented  it  from  protecting  its  injured 
rights.  But  how  could  it  be  said  that  oeutrefs  had 
the  right  to  protect  Ibeir  irade?  Had  not  all 
iral  nations  practised  this  right?  Had  they 
asserted  it  duilng  the  present  ^nd  all  former 
vara  'i  Had  not  the  House  and  the  country  heard 
much  of  the  modem  law  of  nations,  and  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  armed  neutrality,  for  declining  lo 
assert  which,  in  a  late  coDtroversy  with  one  of  the 
belligerent  Powers,  the  Executive  had  been  loaded 
with  censure  1  And  what  was  this  armed  neuiraU 
iiy  1  It  was  an  agreement  among  certain  neutral 
nations  to  protect  their  trade  against  the  aggres- 
sions of  a  belligerent  Power.  He  could  not  discern 
with  what  consistency  gentlemen,  who  had  beeni 
so  loud  in  the  commendations  of  the  armed  neu- 
trality and  its  principles,  could  now  question  the 
right  of  neutral  nations  to  give  convoy  to  theii 
trade. 

There  could  be  no  doubt,  Mr.  H.  said,  that  the 
ships  of  war  of  belligerent  Powers  had  a  right  to 
search  neutral  vessels,  in  order  to  discover  whether 
they  had  on  board  contraband  goods  or  enemy's 

Property.  But  how  was  (his  search  to  be  made? 
lot  by  seiEing  the  neutral  ship,  and  carrying  it 
into  port,  but  by  sending  a  boat  with  a  few  men 
to  make  the  examination;  after  which,  if  no  just 
ground  of  suspicion  appeared,  the  neutral  ship 
must  be  sufferral  to  pass. 

Against  what,  then,  would  the  convoy  contem- 
plated  in  our  case  operate?  Not  against  a  juat 
and  legal  search,  regulated  by  treaty,  or  author* 
ized  by  the  law  of  nations,  but  against  those  unjust 
and  illegal  decrees  of  the  French  Govenunent, 
which  order  tbe  seizure  and  condemnation  of  oni 
vessels  in  a  manner  equally  contrary  to  the  treaty 
and  ihe  law.  In  the  first  place,  against  the  decree 
which  subjects  neutral  vessels  lo  confiscation  iox 
not  having  on  board  a  paper  called  a  role  d'equi- 
page — a  paper  not  required  by  the  law  of  nationa, 
nor  in  any  manner  stipulaiM  for  by  our  treaty 
with  France — a  paper  with  which  none  of  our 
vessels  were  or  could  be  furnished.  Would  any 
gentleman  say  ihat  we  bad  no  right  to  resist  a 
capture  for  this  cause  1  The  convoy  would  oper- 
ate, in  tbe  second  place,  against  the  aecree  respect- 
ing British  manufactures — a  decree  whereby  ai\y 
neutral  ship  having  on  board  the  most  ioeonside^ 
able-  article  of  the  produce  or  manufacture  of  any 
British  possession,  although  the  property  of  thf 
neutrals,  ia  declared  good  pt'ae;  and  which,  cos^ 
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sideriD^  ihe  vast  cxteot  and  varietp  ofthe  British 
possesstoas.  and  the  de^ees  in  which  their  produc- 
tions and  mBDufacturee  enter  into  our  commerce 
and  oar  coDsnmplion,  amonnt*  to  little  short  of  a 
declaTationofwaragBinstourwholetra.de.  Would 
any  gentleman  say  thst  we  ou|;^t,  according  to  Ihe 
law  of  nations,  to  submit  quietly  to  the  capture  of 
every  one  of  our  ships,  on  board  of  which  may 
happen  to  be  found  a  hat,  a.  handkerchief,  a  button, 
or  a  pair  of  stockings,  of  British  manufacture  7 
finrety  all  would  allow  that  in  such  a  case  we 
migiit  retist,  without  overstepping  rhe  rights  of 
Mutrality. 

He  had  mentiooed,  Mr.  H.  said,  nnder  what 
r^nlations  searches  were  to  be  conducted  on  the 
general  ground  of  the  law  of  naliona;  bat,  in  our 
treaty  with  France,  this  matter  is  expressly  ilipu- 
lated.  Ii  is  there  slated,  that  no  armed  ship  of 
Franee  shall  come  within  gun-shot  of  any  of  our 
Teasels,  but  shall  send  a  boat  on  board,  with  nut 
more  tnan  three  persons  in  it.  who  shall  make  in- 
spection of  the  snip's  papers;  and  if  they  be  in 
legal  form,  then  they  shall  depart,  and  the  ship 
abll  be  suffered  to  proceed.  Oor  vessels  have  a 
right,  therefore,  to  say  lo  s  French  privateer,  "  If 
you  come  witnin  gun-shot,  we  will  resist  yon; 
but  if  you  choose  to  examine  out  vessel  in  a  legal 
way,  though  we  have  a  convoy  which  could,  at  a 
dkot,  sink  you,  we  shall  not  refuse  to  be  eiamined ; 
but  you  shall  not  seize  our  vessel  for  causes  not 
warranted  by  the  law  of  nations."  During  various 
wars  in  Europe,  in  which  England,  Prance,  Ger- 
many, Holland,  Hpnin,  end  Portugal,  have  been 
engaged,  the  Northern  Powers  have  maintained 
Iheir  neutrality,  and  yet  have  given  convoy  to 
their  trade.  How  then  could  gentlemen  say  that 
convoys  were  not  to  be  used  by  a  neutral  Power  7 
If  convoys  could  be  granted  in  time  of  peace,  then 
the  President,  as  soon  as  a  force  should  be  provi- 
ded by  Congress,  would  have  the  power  of  grant- 
ing convoys  to  our  vessels,  within  the  rules  pre- 
scribed by  the  law  of  nations;  and  if  he  save  It 
eontrary  to  those  rules,  he  must  be  responsible  for 
his  conduct,  as  much  as  if  he  were  to  send  ~~ 
Army  into  Florida  or  Canada,  while  we  wei 
peace  with  the  Powers  to  which  those  provinces 
belong.  He  should,  therefore,  be  perfeeiiy  indif- 
ferent as  to  the  fikte  of  this  motion,  if  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia  would  be  satisfied  with  strik- 
ing out  the  fonrih  and  the  following  sections, 
whieh  rdate  to  convoy;  but,  with  hi*  usual  can- 
dor, that  gentleman  had  declared  what  was  his 
intention,  viz;  to  prevent  the  vessels  being  em- 
ployed as  convoys  ;  and,  having  thus  rendered 
them  useless,  to  urge  that  nselessness  as  an  atgu- 


only  as  a  preparatory  step  to  the  destruction  of  the 
biU  itself. 

Mr.  H.  said,  he  had  heard  one  declaration  from 
the  geuileman  with  great  pleasure,  as  he  thought 
it  indicative  of  that  spirit  which  ought  to  actuate 
every  American  citizen.  !t  was,  tnat  if  he  was 
convinced  this  force  could  be  usefully  employed, 
he  should  not  be  deterred  from  agreeing  to  the 
t  by  the  tendency  which  it  might  have  ' 


bring  about  a  war.  [Mr.  Nicholab  denied  having 
said  this,  and  eiplained.]  Mr.  H,  was  sorry  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  was  not  entitled  to  all 
the  credit  hewished  to  give  him ;  hut  he  certainlv 
understood  him  to  have  said  what  he  had  stated. 
The  gentleman  from  Virginia,  said  Mr.  H.,  had 
founded  his  objections  Co  the  bill,  in  the  first  place, 
on  the  insufficiency  of  the  force;  in  the  next,  on 
its  possible  or  probaole  tendency  to  produce  a  state 
of  war ;  and,  in  the  third  place,  on  the  ground  of 

As  to  the  efficiency  of  the  force,  he  apprehended 
the  gentleman  had  calculated  on  erroneoDs  prio- 
ciplea.  He  stated,  that  provided  we  had  now  this 
force,  it  would  not  be  adequate  to  the  protection 
of  our  trade,  so  as  to  render  our  navigation  equally 
safe  with  that  of  Great  Britain  ;  and  that  the  Brit- 
ish navigation  being  mote  safe,  their  ships  would 
have  a  preference  in  the  carrying  trade.  Is  this, 
said  be,ajustargumentT  No.  Why?  Because, 
though  GUT  ships  may  not  be  so  safe  as  the  shipa 
of  England,  yet  we  possess  advantages  which  ther 
do  not,  and  which  would  more  than  couDterbaf-- 
ance  this  circumstance  in  their  favor.  What  were 
these  advantages?  In  the  first  place,  we  can  navi- 
gate our  vessels  cheaper,  and  can  construct  thena 
cheaper ;  and,  in  the  re»t,  out  foreign  tonnace  duty 
would  continue  to  operate  in  our  favor.  But  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  mys  that  the  counter- 
vailing duty  laid  by  the  British  on  oar  vessels  is 
equal  (o  this  foreign  tannage  duty ;  but,  when  he 
said  this,  he  believed  that  gentleman  had  not  suf- 
ficienily  attended. to  the  subject.  This  counter- 
vailing duty,  he  said,  would  operate,  in  any  eon> 
siderable  degree  only,  upon  two  articles  of  out 
exports,  viz :  rice  and  tobacco ;  and  only  on  such 
parts  even,  of  them,  as  are  consumed  in  Briuin  j 
which  Mr.  H.  supposed  (though  not  having  the 
papers  before  him,  as  he  did  not  foresee  this  dis- 
cussion, he  could  not  state  it  with  certainty)  did 
not  amount  to  more  than  a  fifteenth,  perhaps  not 
more  than  u  twentieth,  part  of  the  whole.  Here- 
tofore the  whole  of  our  produce  was  sent  direct  to 
Britain,  whose  merchants  re-eiported  to  the  for- 
reign  markets  such  parts  as  were  not  wanted  for 
home  consamptioo.  Latterly,  we  had  been  in  the 
practice  of  sending  this  produce  ourselves  direct 
to  the  foreign  markets,  where  it  is  consumed. 
This  operation  will  be  completed  by  the  counter- 
vailing duties,  under  which  all  our  produce  intend- 
ed for  British  consumption  will  be  exported  in 
British  bottoms :  the  rest  we  shall  send  in  our  own 
vessels  to  the  countries  which  consume  it. 

On  all  our  other  exports,  this  countervailing 
duty  would  have  but  a  trifline  effect,  as  they  are 
light  in  carriage,  and  pay  but  Tittle  freight.  The 
advantage  of  our  foreign  tonnage  duly,  which  had 
raised  our  shipping  from  450,000  tons,  which  it 
.  was  in  1791,  to  914,000,*  which  was  its  amount 
in  1797. 

Besides,  he  did  not  believe  this  was  a  true  view 

■  Thii  is  the  amonnt  on  whieh  dutiea  are  mid,  in- 
cluding double  voyages  of  the  same  venel,  in  uie  Bams 
year.  The  actnil  amount  in  the  beginning  of  1797, 
wai  831,000  tona. 
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of  the  subject;  aordid  he  beiiereif  ii  werea  true 
one,  ttiAt  it  would  wairaDt  tbe  mfereoee  which 
had  been  drawn  fiosa  it.  Jt  was  said,  these  Tes- 
aels  would  not  give  our  trade  complete  protection ; 
bw  wai  this  a  reason  why  it  should  not  be  pro- 
tected at  all  1  If  it  did  Dot  protect  it  coiupletely, 
it  would  piotect  it  to  a  certain  extent.  But,  ac- 
cording to  the  doctriike  of  the  gentleman  tram 
Tirginia^  because  we  could  not  provide  a  com- 
plete ddeuce,  we  were  to  goon  without  proriding 
anv  defence. 

This  would  be  to  say  to  France,  "  Yon  may 
atrip  ui  of  our  property  as  you  please,  we  wilt  not 
tesisi  you ;  we  will  not  pui  you  to  the  expenze  of 
a  coiuiderable  armunent !  therefore,  if  you  send 
tfaree  or  four  frigates  aod  sloops  of  war  od  our 
coast,  you  may  destroy  the  whole  of  our  trade ; 
for  we  are  resolved  not  to  suffer  a  single  gun  lo 
be  mouated  a^ost  yon."  Was  this,  he  asked, 
a  wise  language  to  hold  to  an  eoemy  1  Was  it 
"wise,  when  we  see  these  people  going  oo  conquer- 
ing and  to  conquer,  and  wnalerer  submission  is 
made  to  them,  committing  aggreaaion  after  ag- 
,  pession,  [o  aay  to  them,  "  You  may  injure  as  to 
any  extent  you  please,  we  will  not  oppose  you?" 
Yet  this  would  neeesMrily  result  from  the  course 
Rcommended  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia. 
If  the  sixteen  vessels  proposed  would  not  prove  an 
ofiectuol  defence,  they  would  at  least  show  to  the 
nation  of  whose  conduct  we  complain,  that  we 
are  not  disposed  to  suffer  their  aggressions  with- 
Odt  even  an  attempt  to  defend  ourselves.  And 
was  it  not  more  probable  that  that  nation  should 
desist  from  committing  iajuries  against  us,  when 
ahe  finds  us  disposed  to  repel  them,  ihao  if  we  were 
lo  submit  1  He  did  not  mean  by  submission,  that 
ire  should  ever  submit  to  an  invasion,  but  to  that 
kind  of  warfare  which  is  now  carrying  on  against 
«ur  trade.  This  was  the  kind  of  warfare  which 
he  expected  to  be  carried  on  against  us;  for 
though  we  had  provided  against  an  invasioa  as  a 
possible  event,  it  could  hardly  be  considered  as  a 
wobable  one  by  any  persan.  But  we  know  that 
France  will  continue  to  anail  our  commerce 
while  she  can  do  it  with  impunity,  and  we  know 
her  object  in  doing  so.  This  object  was,  acoord- 
ifl^  to  her  own  declaration,  to  do  as  tnnch  mis- 
chief to  her  enemy  as  possible,  at  our  expense. 
He  thought  it  wiae,  therefore,  to  provide  against 
these  aggressions ;  and  though  we  cannot  give  to 
OUT  trade  the  protection  that  Great  Britain  can 
^ve  to  hers,  yet  we  can  provide  such  a  force  as 
will  make  it  troublesome  and  expensive  to  France 
to  annoy  us  to  any  considerable  extent. 

What  would  be  the  consequence  of  the  genile- 
inan's  doctrine  7  that,  inasmuch  astheSnglishcan 
IHider  their  trade  more  secure  than  ours,  after  all 
OUT  efforts  to  protect  it,  we  ought  to  resign  oar 
commerce  into  their  hands,  lock  up  our  vessels, 
and  tell  their  owners  "  we  cannot  protect  you  I" 
What  would  be  the  effect  of  such  a  conduct  and 
mob  a  declaration  ?  Do  gentlemen  imagine  that 
the  Slates  where  this  great  portion  of  our  property 
ia  owned,  will  sit  still  and  be  plondered  1  Do  they 
imagine  that  it  is  within  the  power  of  human  for- 
ait  down  nndn  aaoh  losaes,  injuries, 


and  ruin,  without  an  effort  to  repel  them  1  And 
should  we,  said  he,  look  upon  this  destruction  of 
our  commerce  without  holding  out  a  hand  to  pro- 
tect it?  Can  we  suppose  that  the  ship^wninj 
States,  which,  in  so  great  a  degree,  subsist  by 
commerce,  would  long  acquiesce  m  this  abandon- 
ment of  their  prt^tertyand  their  rights  1  Heshould 
t>e  sorry  to  talk  of  disunion  ;  but  if  any  measure 
could  break  ihe  American  people  into  two  na- 
tions, it  would  be  a  measure  like  this ;  it  would 
be  tlusiotalabandonmenlof  one-half  of  the  Dni<« 
and  their  property.  He  did  not  beliere  this  w«a 
tbe  intention  of  the  gentleman  who  recommended 
this  course,  but  ttiis  he  believed  would  be  Iba 
^ect  of  it.  Suppose,  said  tie,  we  had  an  insorreo- 
tion  to  tbe  Southward,  and  ttke  people  of  the  East- 
ward were  to  say,  ''  we  cannot  afford  them  asnst- 
auce  ;  we  hare  already  been  at  great  expense  in 
assisting  them  to  fight  their  battles  against  the 
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of  them,DrpTotecilngtheirproperiy."  Would 
the  Southern  Slates  immediately  consult  upon 
isores  for  their  own  safety  t  No  doubt  they 
would ;  for  self-prewrvatioD  is  the  first  law  of  na- 
ture. And  could  it  be  supposed,  that  these  parts 
of  die  United  States,  which  are  so  much  interested 
in  shipping,  should  sit  down  tamely  under  their 
losses,  when  all  protection  is  refused  to  them  hj 
the  Qeneial  Qovemment,  on  account  of  tbe  ex- 
pense  which  would  attend  measures  of  defencel 
Such  a  refusal  would  destroy,  if  any  thing  could 
destroy,  the  peace  and  union  of  this  country. 
Thus  to  abandon  our  citizens  and  their  righto, 
would  also  destroy  every  degree  of  public  spirit 
in  the  country,  of  confidence  or  allachment  to  tha 
Qorerameni,  and  introduce  a  submissive  tame- 
ness  of  disposition,  which  would  prepare  the 
people  to  receive  that  foreign  yoke,  which  would 
soon  be  bound  upon  them. 

In  tbe  next  place,  it  would  have  a  most  unprtk 
piiious  effect  upon  the  trade  of  the  country  in 
general.  It  would  be  to  give  to  a  foreign  country 
a  complete  monthly  of  our  commerce.  Our  ship- 
pi  og,  consisting  of  800^000  tons  and  upwards,  mast 
be  laid  up,  and  our  sailors,  amounting  to  between 
40,000  and  50,000,  would  all  pass  over  to  Eng- 
land, and  she  would  thus  obtain,  without  any  pains 
OD  her  part,  what  she  was  so  anxious  to  get  in  the 
years  1775,  1776,  and  1777,  and  thus  that  wealth 
which  has  been  drawn  to  this  country  from  com- 
merce, must  be  sacrificed  for  the  future,  and  all 
hopes  of  again  carrying  on  our  trade  be  eat  oS. 
Besides,  Great  Britain  oaving  ^ol  possession  of 
our  trade,  she  will  lay  what  duties  and  burdeoB 
upon  it  she  pleases,  as  thus  we  should  give  all  onr 
commerce  to  a  nation  whose  great  commercial 
predominancy  is  at  present  complained  of,  and 
whose  restrictions  upon  our  trace  had  so  oftra 
been  a  subject  of  irritation  and  remonstrance. 

The  committee  were  next  toM,  that  the  expmse 
of  this  measure,  which  had  been  estimated  at  two 
millions  of  dollars,  was  to  be  gone  into  far  tho 
sake  of  protecting  eight  millions  of  exports.  But 
was  no  commerce  to  sail  from  our  ports  bat  ^rbaX 
want  to  Sn^and  7  Might  not  onr  wbtde  trade,  if 
not  abeady  inehided,  soon  be  iDslndod  in  MIM 
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confiscfttioe  decree  1  Does  not  the  role  d'equipage 
relate  to  all  our  Tessels  1  Aod  haa  not  ihe  natioD 
of  whose  conduct  we  cotoplain,  the  power  to  go 
farther  with  her  aggressions  and  restrictions,  and 
declare  that  our  veBsets  shall  go  on  I  y_  to  such  ports 
as  she  pleases  1  If  we  submit  in  one  case,  it  might 
be  expected  that  we  should  be  obliged  to  sobmit 
in  others.  And  unless  gentlemen  could  be  pre- 
Tailed  with  to  resist  the  oppressive  conduct  of  this 
nation,  he  supposed  that,  in  a  few  months,  we 
should  be  called  upon  lo  submit  to  still  more 
gtvtioff  conditions ;  and  when  they  have  cut  off 
our  shipping,  driven  our  sailors,  that  great  arm  of 
our  force,  from  the  country,  and  destroyed  our 
eommeice,  and,  consequently,  our  revenue,  we 
■hall  be  unable  to  support  our  Oovernmeut,  much 
less  to  resist  their  final  aggressions.  To  know 
what  we  have  to  expect  io  such  a  case,  we  need 
only  look  to  Holland,  to  Italy,  to  Switzerland,  and 
to  Qermauy. 

But  is  it  just  to  say  that  all  the  trade  to  be  pro- 
tected amounts  only  to  eight  millions?  This 
would  not  be  true,  if  we  had  reference  to  England 
atone ;  for  thoufh  only  this  amount  appeared  by 
tbe  estimate  to  he  sent  there,  yet  almost  the  whole 
of  our  exports,  whether  sent  to  the  West  Indi^ 
to  tbe  Hanse  towns,  or  to  other  places,  were  con- 
cigned  to  agents  or  correspondents  of  British  mer- 
chiDti.  The  produce  of  these  exports,  being  af- 
terwards remitted  to  England,  enanles  us  to  pur- 
chase the  manufactures  of  that  country,  from  the 
.duties  on  which  we  derive  our  revenue.  These 
vessels  were  intended  to  protect  not  our  exports 
10  Britain  merely,  but  our  imports  from  thence, 
for  which  we  are  enabled  to  pay  by  our  exports  to 
cKher  countries.  But  it  miglit  be  expected  that 
the  French  would  next  say  to  as,  if  you  send  pro- 
duce lo  Hamburg,  to  the  Baltic,  or  the  Mediterra- 
nean, it  is  only  that  you  may  be  enabled  to  pur- 
chase British  manufactures,  and,  therefore,  we 
forbid  you  to  send  it  any  longer,  for  we  mean  tc 
destroy  the  commerce  of  Britain,  and  we  are  re- 
■olved  that  you  shall  not  purchase  her  manufac- 
tures. He  had  no  doubt  this  would  be  her  con- 
duct. Indeed,  ifhp  were  himself  in  the  Executive 
Directory,  anil  had  so  far  lost  sight  of  all  morality 
and  justice,  as  to  adopt  the  system  now  pursued 
by  that  body,  he  should  be  for  following  up  tbe 
business  in  this  way,  as  long  as  neutrafi 
would  submit  to  it. 

It  might  be  asked,  bow  shall  we  binder  them 
from  thus  acting?  He  would  answer,  by  showing 
tbem  that  we  will  not  submit  j  by  placing  our 
commerce  under  protection,  and  if  i£ey  commit 
depredations  upoaus,tolet  toemdoitat  ihemouth 
of  the  cannon.  If  she  does  not  then  let  us  alone, 
we  shall  have  the  satisfaction  of  having  done  all 
we  can,  and  shall  no  longer  remain  in  a  humble, 
degraded,  and  cowardly  situation. 

But  it  was  said  that  the  sending  out  these  ves- 
sels IS  convoys  might  hazard  a  war.  So  if 
Prance  were  to  seod  a  body  of  troops  to  lake  pos- 
■essioo  of  New  York  or  Philadelphia,  to  resist 
tbem  might  bring  about  a  war.  He  believed  our 
arming  oT  vessels  might  have  a  tendency  to  pro- 
dace  var ;  but  were  we  to  submit  from  this  fear  1 


What,  he  asked,  could  France  get  by  war  1  Conld 
she  iovade  our  country?  The  geoileraao  from 
Virginia  says  not.  She  would  take  our  ships? 
Ihe  now  taVes  them.  Therefore,  we  submii  to 
ill  the  evils  of  war,  for  fear  of  those  evils.  This 
vas  an  absurdity  whicb  he  was  surprised  that 
nen  of  sense  should  fall  into.  Is  this  the  way  that 
ikatious  become  areat  and  respectable  ?  Is  it  by 
refusing,  througa  fear  of  war,  to  protect  their 
rights?  No;  it  is  by  cultivating  a  bold  and  au- 
dacious spirit;  a  spirit  whicb  will  prompt  a  oa- 
th ouih  it  maybe  in  dao^i  ot  getting  both 
rms  broken,  to  do  all  in  its  power  towards 
breaking  one  of  the  arms  of  its  enemy.  This 
spirit,  he  said,  placed  a  nation  in  greater  security 
than  the  possession  of  fleets  and  armies.  11 
was  this  daring  spirit  which  despises  danger,  and 
yields  to  nothing,  that  had  given  empire  lo  evny 
nation  which  had  heretofore  possessed  it.  It  wae 
this  very  spirit  which,  by  inducing  the  French, 
in  this  present  war,  to  hazard  all  in  tbe  defence 
of  their  country,  had  enabled  them  lo  triumph 
over  all  tbe  armies  which  have  been  brougoi 
agaiitst  them.  This  same  spirit  now  bears  them. 
on,  conquering  and  to  coni^ueri  and,  unless  re- 
sisted by  a  correspondiDg  spirit  in  other  nations, 
will  shortly  spread  out  tbe  wings  of  their  domin- 
ion over  both  hemispheres.  It  was  the  same  spirit 
he  said,  which  enabled  a  handful  of  shepherds  and 
robbers,  on  the  banks  of  the  Tybei,  to  become  a 
mighty  nation,  and  finally  to  triumph  over  the 
whole  earth,  li  was  not  a  little,  petty,  calcula- 
ting spirit,  that  would  shrink  at  the  expense  of  a 
few  hundred  thousand  dollars  for  tbe  defence  «f 
its  country,  that  enabled  a  small  city,  with  a  little 
adjoining  territory,  to  resist  the  greatest  and  moat 
populous  and  wealthy  monarchy  that  ever  the 
world  saw.  Indeed,  in  proportion  as  nations  pos- 
sessed, or  wanted  (his  spirit,  they  conquered,  ot 
were  conquered.  Money, nesaid, could  noibecom- 
pared  to  steel  j  it  was  of  worth  to  purchase  steel, 
but  of  no  value  without  it.  Nations  become  great 
by  ttie  sword,  and  not  by  the  purse ;  and,  except 
there  was  a  spirit  to  defend  property,  there  could 
be  no  security  in  the  possession  of  it.  It  was  »• 
iher  a  lure  lo  invite  aggression. 

But  can  we  not  provide  the  expense,  at  which 
gentlemen  seem  so  much  alarmed  1  Yes,ihegen- 
uemnn  from  Virginia  admits  we  can  ;  but  he  says 
it  will  be  inconvenient  to  the  people  to  pay  it.  He 
had  no  doubt  of  this.  Bui  would  it  not  be  more 
inconvenient  lo  the  landed  interest  lo  have  onr 
navigation  destroyed,  and  our  commerce  given 
over  to  a  foreign  nation,  than  to  pay  a  few  mil- 
lions of  dollars?  There  could  be  no  comparison 
between  the  two  eases;  and  he  had  no  doubt  tbe 
good  sense  of  this  House,  and  the  good  sense  of 
Ihe  people  of  this  country,  would  discern  the  con- 
nexion between  commerce  and  agriculture,  and, 
if  the  former  were  given  up  to  deetruction,  the 
latter  must  fall  into  speedy  decay.  The  agricul- 
tural interest,  which  would  be  called  on  for  con- 
tributions for  defraying  these  eipenses,  would,  he 
bad  no  doubt,  easily  perceive  that  money  pnid  fm 
the  defence  of  commerce,  was,  in  effect,  paid  few 
the  defence  of  agricnltore  ;  since  ir  '  
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vhicfa,  fbrnutuDg  a  market  foi  our  agricuhural 
productioDs,  ana  aupplying  us  in  excbaoge  for 
tbem  with  the  cocaioris  and  Decessaries  which 
ourowncouDtry  doesnot  produce, gives lifeaud  en- 
terprise to  agiicullare,  ieeds  it«  growth,  and  stim- 
ulates its  exenioQs.  Commerce  is  to  agriculture 
what  the  stomach  is  to  the  limbs ;  aadto  reruse 
prolection  to  it,  for  fear  of  expense,  would  be  Like 
Tefusiug  food  to  the  human  body,  for  fear  of  tsUng 
from  the  hands  the  fruit  of  ibeii  labor. 

The  people  of  America,  he  said,  would  further 
discern  that  the  question  now  U  between  paying 
money  to  our  own  Government  for  the  protection 
of  our  rights,  and  paying  it  to  satisfy  the  rapacity 
and  injustice  of  a  foreign  Power— between  taxes 
levied  by  ourselves  for  our  own  defence,  and  con- 
tributions levied  by  a  foreign  foe.  If  we  refuse 
the  defence,  there  will  be  nothing  to  prevent  the 
contributions,  which,  if  not  levied  on  land,  against 
which  we  have  no  security  but  in  our  courage, 
would  be  levied  at  sea,  as  tliey  had  hitherto  been, 
and  to  tenfoldthe  amount  <(f  tbe  expenses  now  con- 
templated. He  had  no  doubt  of  tbe  choice  of  the 
House  and  the  people,  tor  he  knew,  he  felt,  that 
there  was  not  a  Binvle  American  who  would  not 
sooner  pay  ten  milTious,  to  be  employed  by  our 
own  Oovemment  in  the  defence  of  the  country, 
than  ten  cents  as  a  contnbutton  to  its  enemies. 

At  this  point  the  committee  rose,  without  taking 
any  qoesiion. 

Thdbbdat,  April  19. 

Mr,  DwiGHT  PoaxER,  from  the  Committee  of 

Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Oba.diah 

Brown  ;  which  was  twice  read,  and  committed 

for  to-morrow. 

NATURALIZATION  LAWS. 

Mr.  CoiT  called  up  for  consideration  the  reso- 
lution which  he  bad  laid  upon  the  table  two  days 
agOj  on  the  subject  of  the  naturalization  law; 
wnicb  being  read,  it  was  made  Id  run  in  the  usual 
form,  viz :  that  the  committee,  &c.,  be  directed  to 
inquire  and  report  whether  any,  and  what,  altera- 
tions are  necessary  in  the  act,  a«. 

Mr.  SiTOREAVES  wished  the  committee  to  have, 
the  whole  subject  before  them,  in  order  that  they 
might  report  a  new  system  respecting  naluraliia- 
tion  of  foieigneis,  if  they  should  think  it  neces- 
sary. He  thoughl  our  present  siti;aiioa  called  for 
regulations  on  this  head  ;  since,  at  a  time  when 
we  may  very  shortly  be  involved  in  war,  there  are 
an  immense  number  of  French  citizens  in  our 
country.  He  could  not  say  what  might  be  the 
proper  measures  to  be  taken  with  respect  to 
theiie  persons;  they  should  be  such  as  the  interest 
of  the  country  requires ;  these  might  be  to  place 
them  under  certain  regulations,  or  by  sending 
them  out  of  the  country.  He  moved  toadd  to  the 
resolution,  therefore,  the  following  words,  vix: 

"  And  farther  to  eonuJai  and  report  apon  the  eip*- 
diencj  of  cstabliahing  bj  Uw,  regolatioiu  reapectinB 
aliens  uriving  or  leiiding  nithin  the  United  Htatea." 

Some  coDversation  took  place  as  to  the  propit- 
Wi  of  letting  this  resolntion  lie  for  the  pment,  OB 


of  some  Constitutional  objectiona^  bU 
Mr.  DAVia,  of  Kentucky,  staling  the  necessity  of 
some  regulation  of  this  kind,  from  a  fact  willuB 
his  own  knowledge  of  a  Frenchman  residing  in 
that  State,  who,  some  lime  ago,  bad  issued  a  noitt> 
ber  of  comijiiasions  for  a  certain  expedition,  wliiok 
commissions  are  yet  in  existence,  and  that  thia 
person  constantly  employs  himself  in  alienatiif 
the  affections  of  the  people  of  that  State  fiotn  theu 
Government;  the  resolution  waa  immediately  and 
unanimously  adopted. 

PROTECTION  OP  TRADE. 


Union,  Mr.  Dbkt  in  the  Chair,  on  the  bill  to  pro- 
vide an  additional  armament  for  the  further  |nro- 
tectiou  of  the  trade  of  the  United  States,  and  for 
other  purposes;  when  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Nicholas  for  striking  out  the  fourth 
section,  being  resumed, 

Mr.  Dayton  (the  Speaker)  said,  thatthe  fourth 
section  of  the  bul  had  never  met  his  approbation, 
and,  therefore,  although  the  motion  for  striking  it 
out  had  been  made  by  the  gentleman  from  Virgi- 
nia, and  advocated  upon  principles  very  different 
from  those  which  influenced  his  mind,  ha  should 
nevertheless  vote  with  him  for  expunging  it.  He 
repeated,  what  be  had  yesterday  intimated,  thai  if 
it  were  possible  for  that  member  and  himself  to 
settle  the  measure  by  compromise,  be  would  ttmi 
ily  agree  to  give  up  the  fourth,  fifth,  sixth,  waA 
seventh  sections,  which  alone  contained  the  wwd 
"convoy,"  so  offensive  to  that  gentleman,  and 
against  which  he  bed  displayed  all  his  resnt- 
ment,  provided  the  other  four  could  be  retained. 
As,  however,  the  matia  conld  not  be  settled  br 
composition  between  them  in  this  way,  Mr.  D. 
thought  it  his  duty  to  stale  his  objections  againM 
the  section,  lest,  in  voting  with  the  mover  to  ex- 
punge it,  it  might  be  supposed  that  he  acquietced 
in  hisdoctrinesandressoning,  than  which  nothing 
could  be  more  adverse  to  his  feelings.  To  him  it 
had  always  appeared  that  when  the  circumstance* 
of  the  country,  or  the  genial  state  of  things,  r«- 
quired  any  addition  to  their  armed  force,  wnethM 
by  land  or  sea,  it  became  the  dnty  of  Congress  to 
establish  and  provide  for  it,  but  that  here  theii 
powers  ceased,  and  that  they  were  stepping  be- 
yond their  proper  province  when  they  went  so  Ht 
(as  in  the  section  in  question)  as  to  declare  who 
shall  be  authorized  and  empowered  to  employ 
and  direct  such  force,  and  more  especially  the 
manner  in  which  it  shall  be  employed.  This  th« 
ConEiiiuiion  had  already  decided  by  committing 
to  the  President  of  the  United  States  the  com- 
mand of  the  Army  and  Navy,  to  be  directed  ud 

honld  seem  beat,  consistent 

ighi  happen  (o  be;  ff 
istenily  with  a  state  of  peace,  and  if 
in  war,  in  furtherance  of  the  object  of  it.  He 
would  not  be  understood  as  insinuatiDg  that  the 
right  of  declaring  war  was  not  vested  exclosivelT 
in  Congress  ;  but  that,  whether  the  declaration 
should  he  made,  or  refused  to  be  made,  the  mili- 
tary and  naval  force  was  not  the  less  under  the 


employed  by  him  as  sti 
with  the  state  in  whic! 
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dkection  of  the  Preiident.  to  be  iiaed  as  should 
pear  to  be  mont  likely  to  pramote  the  general  wel 
me,  having  regard  to  the  existing  slate  of  things, 
whether  of  peace  or  war.  That  the  Conimander- 
W-Chief  ptnseiaed  the  ConslilUtioDal  power  of 
AnployinK  these  armed  vessels  is  convoys  in  time 
of  peace,  ne  himself  had  do  doubt,  for  he  did  not 
■ae  *ny  disdnclion  in  principle  between  employ- 
ing a  naval  force  to  protect  our  merchantmeQ  id 
the  prosecution  of  a  fair  and  iawfat  trade,  or  id 
enforcing  tbe  observance  of  the  law  of  nations  and 
nafjoying  the  military  in  enforcing  the  execution 
at  the  municipal  law.  It  was,  therefore,  nugatory 
<to  ffinact,  in  the  .words  of  the  section.  "  that  the 
Piesident  of  the  Uniied  States  be  authorized  and 
empowered  to  employ  the  armed  vessels  as  con- 
Toys,"  Of  in  any  other  mantier  for  the  purposes  of 
defence,  since  he  already  posaessed  that  power  and 
•nthoritp,  derivad  too  irom  a  higher  scarce,  the 
.pMple  and  the  Gonstitutioik.  It  might,  indeed,  be 
worse  than  nugatory,  it  might  be  of  dangerous 
jneedeot,  and  considered  as  earryiog  a  strong 
implicatioa  that,  without  this  law,  he  could  have 


UL  aist  of  Congress  was  necessary  in  this  instance, 
•a  the  section  cert&ialy  implied,  then,  Mr.  D.  said, 
they  must  go  further,  and  authorize  tbe  President 
by  Uw  also  to  employ  the  land  forces  in  covering 
flicofts  of  provision  and  clothing  tbroagb  the  In- 
iiah  cotintry  to  some  of  our  advanced  posts,  which 
eoold  not  be  approached  without  passing  through 
'lodiBD  territory,  or  to  employ  our  armed  veueU  in 
convoying  supplies  across  the  lakes  to  other  posts  ; 
.for,  in  the  Davigation  of  these  aa  of  the  ocean,  we 
had  not  the  exclusive  tight,  but  other  Powers  par- 
ticipated. UpoD  neither  of  these  occasions,  iiad 
ihis  new  doctrine  been  broached,  and  yet  in  prin- 
«iple  they  were  certainly  analogous,  for  in  both 
msec,  but  especially  the  latter,  nostilities  might 
^mtsne  upon  the  armed  force  protecting  what  was 
under  its  charge,  and  war  might  be  the  conse- 
quence. Convinced  as  he  was  that  the  section 
«OUld  convey  not  a  tittle  of  power  to  the  President, 
bnt  that,  if  adopted,  it  mignt  be  thought  to  eitab- 
'li^  a  principle,  the  extent  and  effects  of  which 
could  not  but  be  injurious,  he  trusted  that  it  would 
be  rejected.  If  this  should  be  the  case,  and  gen- 
tlemen were  rather  disposed  to  retain  than  to  strike 
out  the  succeeding  three,  merely  that  they  might 
Mrve  as  regulations  for  any  convoy*  which  tbe 
President  should  grant,  he  snould  take  the  liberty 
o£  moving  to  amend  the  fifth  section  hy  prefiting 
to  it  the  lollowipg,  viz : 

"Andbeittnattei,  4«..  That  if  the  Preddrnt  of  tbe 
Bnhed  State*  should  think  pnpar  to  direct  all  or  say 
■pait  of  tbe  naval  force  hcrembefota  provided,  to  sarre 
-as  cenvoTB,  the  feUomng  roles,  r«ca)atiouii  uid  rwtrio- 
■tioiu,  be  obiMrved,  vis. " 

With  this  amendment  the  three  succeeding  sec- 
ttODs  would  very  properly  be  incorporated,  and  be- 
oome  one,  because  they  were  re^latory  merely  in 
ease  of  convoys  being  granted,  and  not  directory 
aa  to  the  granting  them,  whion  should  be  discre- 
tionary with  the  Preudent  alone. 

Mt.  QALi>a.TiK  said,  the  gentleman  from  New 


Jersey  had  taken,  this  day,  the  same  ground  whieh 
he  took  yesterday  on  this  subject,  viz:  That  the 
section  ought  to  be  struck  out,  because  the  Cen- 
Elilution  had  already  placed  the  power  in  the  hands 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  applying 
and  employing  any  naval  force  which  may  be 
raised  by  law.  in  such  manner  as  he  thinks  fit, 
aceording  to  the  state  in  which  the  counTry  tauf 
be  in  at  the  time. 

Mr.  G.  did  not  think  this  principle  was  recog- 
nised hy  our  laws.  In  tbe  law  for  eomnleting, 
manning,  and  equipping  for  sea  the  three  irigatec, 
it  is  said,  "the  President  shall  have  power  to  em- 

Eloy  die  frigates,"  an  eXBrenion  which  eould  not 
ave  been  made  use  of  had  it  been  supposed  ihit 
the  President  had  a  right  to  employ  theai  in  any 
manner  whatever,  by  power  derived  Uora  the 
Constiiuiion.  He  believed  this  opinion  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Hew  Jersey  arose  from  confounding 
two  distinct  ideas,  viz ;  the  Constitutional  power 
of  the  President  as  Commander-in-Chief  to  com> 
mand,  and  the  Lf^lafive  application  of  any  foree 
which  may  beraised  by  the  United  States.  There 
is,  said  he,  an  essential  distinction  between  Ae 
power  to  command  and  the  application  of  a  foree. 
To  command  is  certainly  sabordinate  to  applying 
the  force.  The  President  of  the  United  States  is 
Com  man  der-in -Chief  of  the  Militia  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stales ;  bat  when  that  Militia  is  raised,  it  is 
to  be  applied  in  a  manner  specifically  directed  by 
law.  It  is  true  that  within  our  own  territory,  it 
is  in  the  power  of  the  President  to  grant  escorts, 
or  convoys,  for  the  exportation  of  any  provisions 
from  one  part  of  tbe  United  Stales  to  another. 
But  these  convoys  are  of  a  different  nature  from 
convoys  at  sea.  The  reason  is  very  obviou*. 
The  one  is  within  our  owd  territory,  wherern  we 
have  exclusive  jurisdiction,  whae  no  interrup- 
tion can  take  place,  except  from  an  invading  ene- 
my ;  but,  over  the  sea  we  have  no  such  jurisdic- 
tion. The  sea  is  common  property,  and,  being 
so,  we  have  rights  at  sea ;  but  other  nations  have 
also  rights  there,  and  our  armed  vessels  meet  there 
armed  and  unarmed  vessels,  some  rights  involved 
in  which  have  given  rise  to  questions  of  the  most 

Besides,  if  this  power  of  graniing  convoys  in 
the  President  be  taken  for  granted,  and  that  he 
has  a  right  to  grant  convoys  under  our  present 
circumstances,  a  distinction  must  be  assumed, 
which  is  not  recognised  in  the  Constitution,  viz: 
between  the  power  of  making  war,  and  the  power 
of  committiof  hostility.  Because  it  necessarily 
results  from  the  power  of  granting  convoys,  that 
the  President  has  also  the  power  of  authorizine 
the  commission  of  hostilities.  Convoys  are  grant^ 
for  the  protection,  by  force^  of  our  trade^  and  any 
attack  is  hostility;  and  until  the  distinction  whicn 
he  bad  mentioned  was  assumed,  it  was  impossible 
to  allow  that  the  President  had  any  such  power. 

The  committee  had  been  told  that  the  right  cif 
graniing  convoys,  is  a  right  which  belongs  to  oeu 
tral  nations;  and  the  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina has  given  the  same  right  which  exists  in  the 
Kings  of  Sweden  and  Denmark  to  employ  eon- 
voya  to  the  PreNdent  of  the  United  States.    Sii|p- 
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poBJDg  ibepremiies  to  be  true,  all  that  could  be 
ooocluded  ffom  those  examples  was,  that  the  sov- 
ereignty of  a  neutral  nation  bad  a  right  to  nant 
CtHivoya;  and  therefore  that  CtHigresB.  and  not 
the  President,  bad  that  right  here. 

The  tiueation  of  granting  conrofB  ia  one  of  the 
Boat  delicBie  nature  that  could  come  before  CoD' 
gress.  The  motion  made  yesterday  was  made 
with  a  Tiew  of  deciding  that  qnestioo.  The  gen- 
Ueman  from  New  Jersey,  tahiog  it  for  granted  that 
the  power  of  graoiing  coqtovs  resides  ia  the  Pre- 
sident, is  desirous  also  of  airitJiig  out  tbii  lection. 
If  this  section  was  struck  out,  then  the  motion 
wonld  return  on  the  5th  section,  which  he  hoped 

mid  be  struck  out,  sad  supersede  the  amend' 


to  be  a  pretty  general  carisent  to  strike  out  the  4tb 
■eetion,  he  wonld  not  detaia  the  comroitiee  any 
loitger  St  present.  His  only  object  in  rising  was 
to  say  that  he  differed  aitcwetber  in  opinion  from 
the  geotleman  from  New  Jersey  as  to  the  power 
of  the  President  in  relation  to  coavoys. 

Mr.  SawALL  said,  it  could  not  be  expected  tbal 
those  pans  of  the  cououy  which  principally  de- 
pended upon  commerce,  would  readily  consent  to 
die  abandonment  of  commerce  altogether;  but 
whsterer  (he  intentions  of  gctitlemeu  were,  their 
argoments  went  that  length.  It  is  true,  that  when 
we  shall  «njoy  a  slate  of  peace,  and  commerce 
sbatl  want  no  attention,  the  gentleman  from  Vir^ 

E'aia  proposes  to  attend  toil.    He  did  not  belieTe, 
iwever,  that  Congress  would  consect  tbos  to 
act  toward*  their  commercial  citizens. 
As  to  I 

point.  By  the  Constitution  he  is  niade  the  Com- 
ma nder-in  Chief  of  the  Army  and  Navy  of  the 
trailed  States.  Congress  had  seldom  had  naval 
subjects  before  them ;  but  with  respect 
Army,  he  belieTed  no  instance  had  erer  occurred 
in  woich  the  President  had  been  directed  to  em- 
icted  from  employing,  the  arnud 


tu 


The  gentlemBD  last  up  had  applied  himself  to 
the  act  respecting  the  fr^tef-  He  allowed  that 
thKt  act  MYs  'the  ftigaies  shall  be  manned  and 
employed ;  out  it  does  not  say  how.  By  directing 
tsshownlhatlbe] 


States.  The  word  mi^ht  perhaps  be  unaeceasaiy. 
But  il  was  at  that  time  attempted  to  insert  a 
clause  in  the  act  which  should  hate  obliged  the 
President  to  confine  the  employment  of  the  ves- 
aels  within  the  jurisdicii<m  of  the  United  States. 
This  failed  ;  but  did  the  gimtleman  from  Penasyl- 
naia  then  doubt  that  the  President  had  the  power 
of  employing  the  frigates  whm  and  where  hi 
pleased  1     He  belieTed  he  did  not. 

The  gentleman  fr<«n  Peimsylrania  admits  that 
tbe  President,  from  being  Com  nander-in  Chief, 
iias  aright  to  grantconroys;  but  he  says  they  are 
to  be  oonSned  to  our  own  territory.  So  that  bo 
ngard  is  to  be  bad  to  our  eommanrial  citizena,  or 
to  the  ciHnmeree  of  theUnited  Stales-  Oureiti- 
nns  going  without  the  territory  of  th«  United 


«s,  are  to  be  no  longer  objects  of  our  alten* 
;  our  vessels,  though  they  carry  with  thetn 

,  !rs  showing  them  to  be  the  ships  of  the  United 
States,  it  was  to  be  understood  that  no  protectiMi  * 
could  be  afforded  lo  them  as  such  ;  being  once  at 
a  certain  distance  from  the  United  Stales,  on 
citizens  were  to  be  abandoned  to  the  elements,  or 
to  the  bostilii*  of  mankind,  wherever  they  weu. 
If  this  was  tae  intention  of  GoTernmenI,  that 
when  the  citizens  of  the  United  Slates  go  abroatf, 
they  are  to  be  out  of  the  protection  of  Qorern- 
ment,  and  that  they  are  to  be  attended  to  oaiff 
within  the  lines  of  onr  own  jurisdiction,  this 
should  be  thoroughly  and  perfectly  nuderstood, 
that  proteetion  might  be  sought  elsewheM- 

Mr.  Dattoh  said,  that  he  wished  to  bring  to 
the  remembrance  of  the  member  from  Pennsyl- 
vania  and  of  the  committee,  a  sectton  ver^  simi- 
lar to  this  contained  in  a  bill  "  for  providing  a 
naval  force,"  which  was  sent  from  the  Senate  to 
the  House  daring  the  last  session.  It  would  be 
recollected,  that  he  had  then  moved  to  strike  it 
out,  for  the  very  reasons  which  he  now  la^estad 
against  the  section  under  consideration,  and  they 
were  very  generally  acquiesced  in,  and  Ue  motion 
carried  by  a  large  majotiiy.  It  was  ttae  that  the 
Senate  did  not  at  first  accede  to  the  amendment, 
but  upon  a  conference  being  bad,  in  which  the 
principles  that  ii^uenced  the  amendment  weie 
explained,  tbey  receded,  and  the  section  was  r«- 
jected.  He  here-read  the  section  from  the  bill  as 
It  originally  came  from  the  Senate,  expressly 
"authorizing  the  President  to  employ  the  naval 
force  ID  such  manner  as  the  general  interests 
migbt  require,"  and  repeated  the  assertion  that  it 
was  a  power  which  Congress  could  neither  give 
nor  take  away,  and  the^ltad,  on  Ae  fofmer  oeoa* 
sion  alluded  to,  so  considered  and  decided  it.  As 
lo  the  word  "employed,"  which  the  geatlemtm 
had  discovered  in  tbe  act  that  was  passed,  and  on 
which  he  placed  some  reliance  ss  supporting  bb 
doctrine,  it  could  only  be  considered  as  directiog 
more  fully  their  complete  equipment  for  service, 
and  that  ibe  ships  should  be  put  in  commission 
for  sea,  in  contradistinction  to  their  being  laid  up 
in  ordinary.  But  it  was  observable,  too,  that  tbe 
general  term  only  was  used,  and  that  no  expres- 
sion was  found  in  the  law  prescribing,  as  wns 
contended  for  in  the  preaent  instance,  tbe  paitiev- 
lar  manner  and  aemce  in  which  they  sbould  be 
employed, 

Mr.  NicBOLia  said,  it  appeared  strange,  that, 
when  gentlemen  were  agreed  as  to  thething  to 
be  done,  tiiey  should  disagree  so  widely  in  their 
reasons  for  doing  it.  The  words  which  tbe  geo- 
tlMnan  Irom  New  Jersey  had  stated  to  be  struck 
out  in  the  frigate  bill,  were  struck  oat  because 
tbey  were  absurd  and  imnecessary,  because  nobody 
denied  that  the  President  had  me  power  of  em- 

Soying  resaels  within  ourown  jurudiclion;  but 
:  would  tell  the  gentleman  what  was  the  intea- 
tion  of  inserting  the  clause  for  reairiciing  their 
use.  It  was  to  prevent  the  ^eration  of  a  tenti- 
ment  which  gave  to  the  President  all  powec,  aod 
this  question  was  finally  negatived  by  one  wg/H 
only,  frmt  motives  of  accommodation. 
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Thai  conimeTce  may  he  protected  :d  a  time 
peace  nobody  deoied;  bat  except  such  proiecii 
wa«  authorized  by  CoDgress,  and  the  peace  of  this 
coDDtry  was  lost  by  the  meaiare,  the  Presidenl 
would  be  jnicly  chargeable  with  harine-lost  it. 
Hr.  N.  axKed  if  there  were  do  iDterventng  acts 
between  a  stale  of  peace  aod  a  slate  of  war? 
And  [hat  if  the  President  had  the  power  to  do 
acts,  the  event  of  which  must  be  war,  he  had  doi 
the  power  of  inahiDg  war?  This  power,  he  in' 
fintea,  was  included  in  the  right  to  grant  convoys 
for  except  searches  were  to  be  resisted,  the  convoy 
would  be  of  no  u»^  j  aod  if  they  were  to  be  re- 
■isied,  war  must  be  ihe  cansequeoce. 

Mr.  N.  said  he  was  not  surprised  at  the  doctrine 
of  the  geniteman  from  New  Jersey,  an  it  was  in 

Srfect  conformity  to  that  which  he  held  the  other 
y  with  respect  to  the  Military  Establishment. 
Because  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  then 

Sve  his  opinion,  as  to  the  force  of  the  country, 
!  gentleman  from  New  Jersey  charged  him  with 
arrogating  to  himself  the  command  of  the  Army. 
So  that,  iT  the  President  were  so  to  employ  the 
military  force  as  to  leave  a  district  of  the  country 
wholly  naked  and  unprotected,  the  Legislature 
were  not  to  inquire  into  the  sufficiency  of  the 
force  of  the  country,  because  that  gentleman 
would  tell  them  they  were  arrogating  tbe  com- 
mand of  the  Armf .  For  his  own  part,  he  never 
did  see  a  case  in  which  it  was  more  necessary  for 
the  Legislature  to  act  than  the  present,  nor  where, 
'if  they  did  not  act,  more  responsibility  would  be 
thrown  npcn  the  President. 

The  qnestion  was  put  and  carried,  wilhoat  a 
division,  for  striking  out  the  4th  section. 

After  the  question  was  carried  for  striking  out 
the  4th  section —  • 

Mr.  Dattoh  rose  to  move  the  promised  amend- 
nent  to  the  Sth  section,  by  introducing  immedi- 
ately after  the  words  "Be  it  enacted,  Ac."  the 
following,  viz;  "That  if  the  President  of  the 
United  States  should  think  proper  to  employ  any 
pirt  of  the  naval  force  herein  before  directed,  as 
convoys,  the  following  rules,  regulations,  end  re- 
fltricliouB  be  observed,  namely,"  dtc.  This  would 
▼ery  properljr,  in  his  opinion,  precede  the  5th,  6th 
and  7ih  sections,  which  should  be  incorporated 
iato  one,  if  the  committee  were  disposed  to  retain 
them  in  the  bill;  but  he  ackoowUdged,  for  his 
own  part,  that  he  should  prefer  the  striking  out  of 
these  also,  and  he  suggested  this  modification  to 
be  adopted  in  the  event  of  a  majority  being  found 
to  vote  against  exponging  them. 

Mf.  NicHoug  supposed  that  the  striking  out  of 
tbe  4th  section  had  determined  this  qnestion.  He 
could  not  conceive  bow  this  amendment  could  be 
neeenary,  if,  according  to  the  gentleman's  own 
minion,  the  President  nas  the  power  to  employ 
tnese  vessels  as  be  pleases.  He  thought  that  gen- 
tlemen ought  to  be  for  striking  out  the  whole  sec- 
tion, as  it  is  directory  to  the  President  how  he 
■hall  employ  convoys. 

Mr.  Dattoh  said,  the  adofrtion  of  the  amend- 
Bent  he  had  proposed  waa  not,  as  the  member 
(ioin  Virginia  insinuated,  inconsistent  with  the 
4ootrtaes  be  bad  held  aa  to  the  impropriety  of  di- 


recting by  law,  by  whom  and  in  what  way  tfae 
naval  force  should  be  employed.  If  amended  as 
proposed,  the  hill  would  not  be  ditectoir  to  tbe 
President  to  use  the  ships  as  convoys,  but  only 
regulatory  upon  the  commanders  and  upon  the 
masters  of  merchanimen  who  might  apply  to  be 
taken  under  convov.  They  must  produce  certain 
papers  before,  ana  do  certain  things  after,  they 
were  admitted  to  such  protection,  and  some  donM 
might  jWBsibly  arise  with  some  of  the  captains  of 
the  private  vessels,  whether  they  were  bound  in 
strictness  to  obey  tlie  r^uJations  without  a  legis- 
lative act 

Mr.  Nicholas  said,  there  must  be  some  miscon- 
ception in  tbe  business,  for  it  was  his  opinion  that 
the  eentleman  from  New  Jersey  iiad  not  read, 
and  did  not  understand,  the  clause ;  and,  when 
the  committee  hear  it  read,  he  believed  they 
would  be  of  the  same  opinion.  That  gentleman 
says  the  section  is  for  the  regulation  of  merchant 
r<s3els !  he  (Mr.  N.)  said  it  was  for  the  r^nla- 
tion.of  convoys.    Mr.  N.  read  it,  as  follows: 

"  That  no  merchant  veaul  bound  from  a  port  of  the 
United  States  shall  be  taken  under  ths  protselion  and 
MOlToyofan;  public  armed  vessel,  iriiidi  is  destined  la 
■117  pisce  that  i>  bcsiaged,  bloekadsd,  or  iavestad ;  nor, 
nnlesi  ntis&ctory  ernlencs  is  produced  to  tbe  ColhMy 
tin,  previoni  to  bar  departure,  that  the  veMsl  and  cargo 
are  bonafidt  the  prupertir  ^s  dtison  or  dtixeiu  of  ^ 
United  States;  and,  tf  bonndlolhe  ports  of  one  «f  Iba 
belligerent  Powers,  that  no  gooda,  waiea,  or  meidian- 
disc,  contraband  bj  the  genoal  law  of  nations,  m  by 
any  treaty  to  which  the  United  States  are  a  par^,  are 
laden  on  board  tha  suae.  Duplicate  certifiGates  of  this 
efieet,  ucertainiog  the  natore  and  quality  of  the  eaxgo, 
■hall  be  furnished  by  the  Collector  of  the  district  where 
the  cargo  wss  laden,  one  of  which  shall  be  delivered  to 
the  cotomuidiiig  officer  of  tbe  convoj,  sjid  the  other 
retained  bj  the  captain  of  tfae  merchant  vessels.  And 
in  cases  where  msrchaot  vessels  of  the  United  Btatea 
are  to  be  taken  undtr  convoy,  bound  fiom  foreign  potts, 
certificates  of  (he  same  nature,  including  the  same  pro- 
nnona,  shall  be  obtained  from  tfae  Consul  resident  at 
soch  ports,  one  of  whidi  shall  be  delivered  to  the  com- 
mander of  the  convoy,  and,  if  no  Consul  should  be 
established  at  such  pent,  then  certificates  containing 
evidenoe  of  a  like  nature,  attested  by  two  witaessss, 
and  taken  before  a  judge,  msgistrate,  at  notary  pnUe^ 
■hall  b»  procured." 

Mr.  Orifl  was  in  favor  of  tbe  motion.  He  had, 
however,  no  doubt  that,  if  the  section  was  struck 
out,  it  would  still  be  in  the  power  of  the  Presi- 
dent to  employ  the  vessels  as  he  should  think  pro- 
per; aod  he  could  see  no  contradiction  between 
this  Bmeadment  aod  the  declaration  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  Jersey  ;  for,  although  the  Pre- 
sidmt  of  the  United  States  may  have  the  right, 
as  Commander-in-chief,  when  vessels  are  armed, 
to  employ  them  as  convoys,  yet  it  does  not  follow 
that  the  Legislature  shall  not  point  out  the  parti- 
cular manner  in  which  they  sliall  be  emploved. 
and  under  what  restrictions  convoys  shall  orsoall 
not  be  granted.  The  President  is  Commandor- 
in-Chief  of  the  Army,  and  of  the  Militia  when 
called  ODt,  but  Congress  might,  nevertheless,  di- 
rect the  use  of  them.  He  believed,  ihendfore,  it 
would  be  equally  proper  10  leave  the  employment 
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of  these  ressek  wholly  to  the  President,  or  to  di- 
rect ihem  to  be  employed  as  convoys.  The  quei' 
tioa  T«cuis,  whether  it  is  etpedient  to  introduce 
theie  reKulatioDs?  and,  Tor  his  own  part,  he 
Ihonghl  toem  proper. 

In  our  present  relation  with  France,  it  was  bis 
opioiou  that  the  treaty  between  the  two  countries 
must  be  considered  as  annulled,  by  repeated  and 
gion  violations  on  her  part.  Whilst  the  treaty 
was  in  existence,  a  certain  mode  of  search  was 
directed ;  but  the  subject  was  now  lef^  at  large, 
and  some  doubts  might  arise  whether  captains  of 
Tessela  should  now  submit  to  a  search.  His 
opinion  was,  that  every  attempt  made  by  a  French 
armed  vessel  to  search  our  merchant  vessels  oueht 
lo  be  resisted  with  force.  But,  if  this  limitation 
was  not  prescribed,  the  President  would,  perhaps, 
feel  himself  under  an  obligation  to  (crant  convoys 
only  under  certain  restiictiDn^  and  cases  might 
occur  in  which  the  captain  of  a  conroy  would 
not  suffer  a  vessel  under  his  care  to  be  seaiched. 
He  thought  ii  better  to  take  away  this  obstacle  of 
■eareh  altogether,  that  our  convoys  might  sail 
boldly  through  the  ocean,  and  resist  every  attack 
made  upon  our  trade. 

Mr.  8.  Shitb  said,  he  should  be  for  striking 
this  section  altogether.    Had  ibis  proposition  for 
convoys  come  forward  during  their  extraordinary 
session,  he  should  then  have  voted  against  it.  be- 
cause be  then  considered  peace  as  within' 


grasp.  Dul  be  should  be  against  anything  being 
■ud  in  this  bill  about  convoys,  as  nothing  had 
been  sBid  about  convoys  in  the  frigate  bill.  If  a 
war  took  place,  (and  we  must  soon  either  have  a 
war  or  a  treaty  with  France,)  some  of  the  direc- 
.  tions  given  in  this  section  for  the  employment  of 
the  vessels  would  not  be  suitable  lo  such  a  stale 
of  things;  and,  if  a  treaty  could  be  accomplished, 
convoys  would  be  unnecessary.  It  was  useless, 
be  said,  to  place  things  in  this  half-way  between 
peace  and  vtai.  The  subject  was  taken  up  as  a 
measure  of  defence,  but  it  might  soon  become  a 
measure  of  offence.  He  wished  to  strike  oui 
everything  which  relates  to  convoys. 

Mr.  Habper  did  not  think  it  of^  much  import- 
ance whether  these  sections  were  retained  or  not 
He  was.  however,  mosi  infavor  of  the  mode  point 
ed  out  by  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  as  hf 
conceived  the  right  of  employing  these  vessels  a: 
he  pleased  was  placed  in  the  bands  of  the  Presi- 
dent by  the  Constitution,  and  he  believed  be  did 
not  want  the  instructions  of  this  House  how  he 
was  to  employ  them.  Whilttwe  remain  at  peace, 
(if  we  could  be  considered  in  sucb  a  state  at  this 
time,)  he  would  doubtless  adopt  all  those  regola' 
tiona  which  should  not  interlere  with  a  state  of 
peace;  and,  if  that  state  tit  things  should  be 
changed,  he  would  also  change  his  mode  of 
acting. 

Mr.  Daytoh  was  happy  lo  find  that  very  many 
members  concurred  witik  him  in  opinion  that  the 
power  of  employing  these  vessels,  as  he  thought 

Super,  was  vested  m  the  Preaideni  of  the  United 
latei.  Finding  this  to  be  the  case,  he  vronld 
withdraw  his  motion,  and  be  in  favoi  of  striking 
om  the  5lh,  eth,  and  7th  sectiona. 


the  member  from  Virginia   not  under- 
standing him.  he  did  not  wish  lo  be  understood 
by  thai  genileman,  but  by  the  committee ;  for, 
hen  he  was  urging  arguments  in  favor  of  his 
rn  motion  to  strikeout  the  4th  section, that gen- 
iman  represented  him  as  arguing  against  it. 
The  Sth,  6ih,  and  7th  sections  were  then  struck 
out,  without  opposition. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  now  moved  to  strike  out  sister 
(the  number  of  vessels  to  be  emplojred)  in  the 
first  secti(<o,  for  the  purpose  of  inserting  twelve. 
He  did  not  make  this  motion,  he  said,  because  he 
thought  sixteen  too  many,  but  because  he  did  not 
believe  we  could,  in  any  moderate  time,  pnt  ia 
force  more  than  twelve.  He  took  up  this  idea 
from  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  aowoo 
the  table,  which  slated  that  cannon  could  not  be 
procured  for  the  two  revenue  cutlers  during  the 
recess  of  Congress;  becanse,  alio,  he  tbotight 
there  would  be  some  difficulty  in  procuring  a  suf- 
ficiency of  men  to  man  the  three  frigates  and 
twelve  of  these  vessels;  and  because  he  thought 
this  number  of  vessels,  with  projjer  exertions, 
might  be  purchased  and  got  to  sea  in  two  montha 
from  the  pissing  of  the  law.  When  be  said  this, 
he  meant  that  application  should  be  made  to  the 
different  ports  in  the  Union,  where  he  apprehend- 
ed these  vessels  might  be  met  with,  ana  such  as 
were  calculated  for  the  purpose.  He  would  slate 
such  a  division  of  (his  force  as  would  appear  to 
him  proper.  At  Salem,  he  aapposed,  one  of  these 
vessels  might  be  got  ready ;  at  Boston,  one  of  the 
large  and  one  of  the  small  size ;  at  Newport,  one 
of  the  largest  size  ;  at  New  York,  Philadelphia, 
anij  Baltimore,  one  of  each  size ;  one  at  Norfolk, 
of  either  of  the  two  sizes ;  and  one  at  Charleston. 
At  Baltimore,  he  knew  ibat  one  of  hit  constitu- 
ents had  for  sale  a  vessel  in  every  respect  suited 
to  carry  twenty-two  or  tweniy-four  Kuns,  a  prime 
sailer,  and  which  might  be  got  ready  for  sea  in 
six  or  eight  weeks.  This  was  the  mode  which 
he  contemplated  following ;  for  if  (he  vessels  wara 
to  be  built  it  would  requite  a  year  lo  get  them 
ready,  and  then  perhaps  they  might  not  n  want- 
ed. He  was  for  that  kind  of  force  which  could 
be  got  without  delay ;  and  he  also  wished  to  pro- 
vide such  as  should  not  too  much  exhaust  our  re- 
sources. Money,  be  said,  was  defence ;  Dp;^eas 
our  money  resources,  and  the  whole  system  will 
be  oppressed. 

Mr.  SsWALL  was  aorry  to  differ  in  opinion  with 
a  gentleman  whose  conduct  in  joining  heartily, in 
effecting  measures  for  the  defence  of  our  coantry, 
since  his  conviction  from  the  late  despatches  with 
respect  to  the  danger  of  our  situation,  must  bare 
afforded  great  aausfaciion  to  the  public.  The 
gentleman  from  Maryland  is  for  limiting  the  force, 
not  because  he  docs  not  believe  it  to  be  oeceeeary, 
but  because  he  is  of  opinion  more  cannot  be  got 
ready  in  lime  to  be  of  service.  He  has  ennm»- 
rated  the  porta  at  which  he  supposes  vessels  may 
be  obtained ;  bat  he  has  omitted  a  number  at 
which  the  renminiug  four  vessels  might  be  rap- 
'plied.  He  did  not  meotioo  Newbaryport,  where 
the  frigate  Alliance  (one  of  the  best  m  the  aci> 
'    l)  was  built  in  the  late  war.    In  that  neighr 
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-borbood,  be  doabied  not,  all  th«  four  reasels might 
be  supplied.  But  PoriHmoucb  was  al-o  omitted,  at 
wfaich  [dace  there  lie  raatennls  whicb  were  par- 
ehased  lor  the  frigates  in  the  year  1794,  ^tial  10 
tbe  building  of  one  of  these  veaseis.  Portlaod 
was  also  omitted ;  so  that  Dolbiog  would  be  more 
eas]r  thao  to  sopplf  the  deficiency.  As  to  our 
means  with  respect  to  money,  be  beliered  there 
wai  a  spirit  existing  in  the  country  on  this  occa- 
iion  which  would  provide  the  means  of  our  de- 
fcnee;  uid  he  believed  oar  resources  could  not 
be  better  mpplied  than  in  proouriog  sixteen  of  these 
Teeseli. 

Mr.  JoaiAB  Pabkbb  leconded  the  motion  iu 
&Tor  of  twelve  veasels.not  because  he  thought 
■ixtoca  waa  too  many,  bnt  because  he  thought  it 
better  to  agree  to  such  a  force  as  could  immedi- 
•telv  he  got  ready.  He  believed  that  more  men 
eould  Dot  easily  be  got  than  would  man  the  three 
frigata  aJid  twelve  of  these  vessels,  and  it  would 
be  doubtful  whether  arms  could  be  got  for  more. 
He  ihonght  it  would  be  well,  however,  to  cause 
the  additmnal  frigates  to  be  built,  many  of  the 
meterials  for  which  beine  on  hand.  He  had  no 
doubt  twelve  vessels  might  be  immediately  got. 
He  bad  authority  to  say  that,  in  otie  hundred  days, 
two  Teasels  of  twenty  guns  each  coald  be  built  at 
Norfolk.  Mr.  P.  i^retted  that  we  had  occesion 
10  raiae  this  force.  He  had,  before  things  came 
to  the  preaeot  crisis,  thousfat  it  would  have  been 
well  to  have  shut  ourselves  up  from  European 
broils ;  but  he  was  now  eonviaced  of  the  necessi- 
ty of  placing  ourselves  in  a  posture  of  defence ; 
«nd  when  he  recollected  we  had  800,000  ions  of 
ahippiag,and  between  40,000  and  50,000  sailors, 
who,  at  fifteea  dollars  a  moodi,  earn  (9,000,000  a 
year,  and  who  will,  withoat  the  proposed  protec- 
tian,  be  thrown  upon  the  wide  world,  and  proba- 
Ur  be  dtiven  out  of  their  ooutttry,  aod  the  capital 
which  employs  Ihem  be  lost,  he  was  desirous  of 
^ing  Mwh  meaniRS  b«  would  produce  the  best 
■Dd  meet  prompt  defeaoe. 

Hr.  BiooEa  was  in  &vor  of  the  larger  num- 
fan.  He  did  not  think  the  objections  to  it  well 
ftnuded.  The  gentlemen  from  Virgina  and  Ma- 
ryland mekBOWledge  that  twelve  vessels  can  be 
ivoewed  within  a  few  months ;  and,  if  so,  there 
eould  not  be  great  difficulty  in  eetting  four  more. 
To  the  places  mentiooed  at  which  vessels  could 
be  procured  might  be  added  Hudson.  With  re- 
spect to  the  guns,  the^  were  a  mere  bagatelle. 
There  would  be  no  difficulty  in  obtaining  nine- 
pounders. 

Ur.  Oallatim  was  in  favor  of  the  smaller  num- 
liar.  He  did  not  think  they  could  be  emplo^d 
Mpon  any  rational  plan  as  convoys,  conaidermg 
tlie  extent  of  our  coast  and  tonnage  ;  but,  in  eese 
of  waTjihey  might  be  used  along  our  coast  to 
drive  off  pnTateers.  In  that  case,  althoogh  a  lar- 
ger number  than,  sixteen  night  be  wanted,  yet  the 
twelve,  with  the  three  frigates,  would  be  as  many 
•a  oor  resoorce*  could  conveniently  meet  the  es- 
{MUCT  of.  He  should  thraefore  be  in  favorof  that 
Bnmber.  He  stated  the  expense  of  this  arma- 
BWnl,  aooording  to  the  eatimate  of  the  Secretary 
at  War,  to  be  M  the  iKte  of  |ia);0OD  for  umeh 


vessel,  and  referred  t 

curred,  and  to  be  in< 

fence,  in  order  to  show  that  twelve  would  be  as 

many  as  could  be  conveniently  provided  for  at 

present. 

Mr.  J.  Williams  was  in  favor  of  die  amend- 
ment, because  he  thought  twelve  vessels  more 
than  sufficient.  There  could  be  no  doubt  that 
any  number  might  be  built  and  purchased ;  bnt 
It  was  neeessary  to  consider  where  the  immedi' 
ate  resources  could  be  found  to  pay  for  them. 
1340,000  were  already  provided  for  our  fortiSca- 
tions,  which  he  thought  too  much ;  also,  twelve 
companiee  of  artillery,  which  were,  in  his  opio' 
ion,  four  companies  too  many.  (900,000  nad 
been  appropriated  for  canuon,  arms,  &c.,  though 
he  thought  (600,000  wonld  have  been  sufficient; 
and  the  committee  were  now  called  upon  to  vote 
for  sixteen  vessels,  when  he  thought  half  the  num- 
ber might  suffice.  They  had  been  told  that  our 
revenue  would  be  found  equal  to  every  expense; 
but  to  make  it  so,  they  had  also  been  told  that  the 
landed  interest  must  be  called  upon  for  three,  four, 
or  five  millions  of  dollars  a  year.  He  knew  the 
landed  property  of  this  country  was  equal  to  anv 
expense,  and  in  case  of  a  war  (which  God  forbid) 
both  money  ftnd  personal  service  would  be  cheer- 
fully affi>rded ;  but  when  farmers  were  called  upon 
to  pay  iheir  money,  tbey  would  inquire  into  the 
propnety  of  this  and  that  ajipropriation.  They 
would  inquire  into  the  business  of  the  fHgatea, 
and  ask  how  many  revenue  cutters  we  have.  He 
had  heard  nothing  said  of  them.  If  war  was  to 
take  place  we  should  want  floating  batteries,  gun- 
boats and  the  like,  for  the  defence  of  our  ports 
and  narbors.  The  question  was,  whether  these 
vesseb  were  to  be  considered  as  for  the  defence  of 
our  seacoast  only,  or  as  for  convoys.  If  for  the 
latter,  neither  sixteen  nor  six  and  thirty  would 
be  sufficient ;  but  for  the  protection  of  the  coast, 
and  partial  convoys,  he  thought  eight,  with  the 
three  frigates  and  cutter?,  would  be  adequate.  It 
was  of  no  u»e  to  say  vessels  could  be  built  here 
and  there,  he  would  purchase  those  already  built, 
and  perhaps  it  would  be  proper  to  direct  six  or 
eight  others  boilt  with  the  materials  on  hand. 

It  was  true  that  our  shipping  amounts  to  about 
8OO1OOO  tons,  or  perhaps,  deducting  for  captures, 
it  may  be  reduced  to  700,000,  and  that  our  sea- 
men amount  to  40,000  or  50,000,  a  great  part  of 
which  property  and  men  would  be  thrown  out  of 
employment,ir  protection  in  some  measure  was  not 
afforded  to  our  commerce ;  but  he  also  knew  that 
several  seamen  of  the  Gastem  States,  finding  their 
employment  of  late  precarious,  had  seit&d  as 
farmers  in  his  neigbborliood,  and  after  ■  little  time 
were  among  the  best  farmers  in  the  country.  He 
thought  it  probable  that  others  might  take  the 

As  to  the  commerce  of  this  country,  he  thought 
it  had  been  extended  too  iki.  As  an  agricultur- 
ist, he  would  go  all  reasonable  lengths  in  the  pro- 
tection of  commerce ;  but  when  that  commerce 
becomea  so  unwieldy  that  it  is  not  possible  to  pro- 
teot  one-fouRbof  it,  hecouldnotgo  to  the  lengtfaa 
that  some  gentlemen  were  desirous  of  going  fer 
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ihepioieetioaof  it.  Nearly  dve  miUioosordniw 
back  were  last  year  allowed  to  the  merchants  of 
this  coimtrr  oo  goodi  imported,  from  which  our 
revenue  has  act  been  increased.  He  was  readjr  to 
meet  the  commercial  gentlemen  on  this  ««sertion, 
and  if  twelve  vessels  were  agreed  upon,  be  ahould 
ptopoee  an  additional  duly  on  drawbacks  as  well 
•B  some  additional  duties  on  articles  of  luxury 
imported.  He  knew  that  the  commercial  and 
agricultural  imerests  were  intimately  connected, 
but  he  wished  agriculture  not  to  be  too  heavily 
burdened  for  the  aupport  of  commerce.  If  the 
landed  interest  was  to  be  called  upon  for  three  or 
four  millions  of  doltwrs  a  year  to  protect  com- 
m«ree,  die  coantrr  had  better  haTe  no  oonunerce 
alaU. 

Mr.  W.  Hiked  if  the  strength  of  the  couotcy 
did  not  eoDEiBt4a  the  number  of  its  inhabitants  7 
Does  extenedre  commerce  populate  ttke  eoonlrj  1 
It  did  not ;  it  was  a  mistaken  zeal  which  drove 
men  to  pursue  commerce  itutead  of  agriculture, 
and  to  suppose  tbat  it  was  that  which  served  the 
beat  interests  of  the  country.  He  did  not  bdieve 
it.  At  the  close  of  the  lale  war,  in  1783,  and  1784, 
in  the  part  of  the  country  from  which  he  came, 
the  people  never  saw  happier  days — their  wealth 
flowed  m  on  all  sides;  aay  quantity  of  money  conld 
have  been  bad ;  but  two  years  afterwards,  the  peo- 
ple were  drawn  off  from  their  own  domestic  mao- 
nfitcture^  to  purchase  foreign  commodities,  and 
their  state  becvue  completely  changed.  In  the 
Eastern  States,  in  particular,  manufactories  were 
iDcreasing;  bat  when  foreign  commodities  began 
to  flow  iQ  such  abundance  into  the  country,  the 
home  maouikatories  were  annihilated,  and  the 


people  got  into  debt. 
This  expensive  j 
long  been  toreseeu,  and  on  tbat  ground  the  estab- 


This  expensive   protection  of  commerce  bad 


of  a  Navy  had  always  been  opposed ; 
but  the  dispute  with  Algiers  bad  unhappily  given 
birth  to  a  naval  system,  and  ho  learea  it  would 
imperceptibly  increase  upon  us ;  and  if  the  landed 
intenst  did  not  keep  it  down,  the  whole  commer- 
cial income  would  not  support  it.  Mr.  W.  refer- 
red to  the  oavv  of  England,  and  said  it  had  been 
the  parent  of  her  immense  national  debt ;  and 
if  we  went  to  any  extent  in  the  establishment  of 
a  Navy,  we  migb  t  bid  adieu  to  the  i^n  of  paying 
off  our  national  debt;  we  should  beforever  climb- 
ing the  hill,  and  forever  sinking  to  the  bottom^ 
He  was  satiffied  the  landed  interest  would  cheer- 
fully come  forward  to  defend  the  country  against 
invasion,  but  not  for  extensive  convoys  to  protect 
'  onr  trade.  He  had  no  objection  to  eight  vessels 
for  the  protection  of  our  coast,  and  partial  con- 
voys to  our  trade  from  depredations,  which,  with 
the  frigates  and  cutters,  he  thoufhi  would  be  suf- 
ficient. The  Eastern  autes,  he  said,  had  noth- 
ing to  fear  on  their  coast ;  it  was  the  Southern  and 
Middle  States  which  stood  most  in  need  of  defence. 
Hr.  Macok  said,  the  present  debate  wu  a  very 
oneommon  one,  for  they  were  all  vpon  one  side. 
For  his  part,  he  was  against  buiMing  or  purchaa- 
ijuf  any  vessels ;  there  was  a  provisioa  in  the  bill 
which  had  not  be«n  noticed,  which  was,  that  the 
Prcsidoit  ahsnld  hare  power  to  hire  vessala ;  he 


hoped  they  would  be  hired,  instead  of  being  ei- 
ther purchased  or  built,  as  it  would  require  mndl 
less  money,  and  he  believed  money  would  be 
much  wanted,  if  we  were  to  go  to  war ;  but  he 
did  not  think  either  twelve  or  sixteen  vessel* 
would  be  equal  to  the  protection  of  commerce. 
He  did  not  think  it  necessary  to  bring  all  the  sab- 
jectii  into  debate,  which  some  gentlemen  had 
thought  it  necessary  to  introduce.  If  a  land  tax 
was  found  nicessary  and  laid,  he  bad  no  doubt  ll 
would  be  collected.  He  wished  the  question 
might  be  takeu,  aad  they  might  get  home,  and  do 
something  towards  lajsiog  the  money  they  wtve 
now  about  expending. 

Mr.  Habpck  had  no  doubt  the  landed  interest 
would  have  sense  enough  to  see  that  the  connex- 
ion between  the  commercial  and  agricultural  in- 
terests was  such,  tbat  whatever  was  paid  for  the 
protection  of  one,  was  paid  for  the  pcoteetion  of 
the  other.  He  sboold  vote  in  favor  (tf  this  mo- 
tion, not  for  the  reasons  assigned,  but  becauae  he 
■greed  in  opinioa  with  the  gentleman  who  mad^ 
and  toe  gentleman  who  seconded  the  motion. 
He  believed  such  a  number  of  vessels  a  '  ' 
effectually  employed,  and  a  greater  t 
thev  could  be  mimediaiely  got ;  but  he  believed 
iwelve,  with  the  three  frigates,  would  he  a*  many 
as  could  be  immediately  ^t  into  service,  and  by 
the  time  they  were  got  in  readiness,  it  would  he 
seen  what  farther  number  were  necessary,  and  aa 
twelve  would  combine  a  more  general  vote  than 
sixteen,  he  shonld  be  in  favor  of  that  nimiber; 
not  from  any  apprehensions  that  the  resources  of 
the  country  were  not  equal  to  the  expense^  oc 
that  the  neople  would  be  unwilling  to  bear  it— 
upon  neitnet  of  these  points  had  he  any  hesitation) 

The  question  was  pot  and  caniect—til  to  27. 

Mr.  Gallatin  belisred  it  would  now  be  in  oi» 
da  to  renew  the  question  which  had  been  waivedi 
with  respect  to  the  employment  of  these  vesaela. 
He  should,  tho'efore,  in  order  to  bring  this  sub- 
ject under  view,  move  an  ameadmeat  in  the  firat 
section  of  the  bill,  nearly  in  the  same  words  as 
the  0 
House  at  the  last  session  in  tl 


miftht  b 
imber,  i 


e  frigates,  vii 
ofpeaea,  ben 


provided  they  sfaairaot,  in  time  of  peaea,  a 
ployed  as  convoys  to  any  fotetgo  port  oi  place." 
The  words  "in  time  of  peace"  weoe  not  in  the 
amendment  of  last  year ;  but  as  be  conceived 
that  the  vessels  authorized  to  be  procured  by  tliia 
bill,  were  either  to  be  employed  for  the  defence 
of  our  coast  aad  our  trade  within  onr  jurisdictioii, 
in  the  present  state  of  things,  or  for  general  pur- 
poses <u'  attack  and  defeuoe  in  case  of  war,  be 
wished  only  such  amendment  to  be  adopted  as 
would  be  proper  in  either  case.  If  there  was  war, 
let  the  vessels  be  ap|died  in  the  most  effieieni 
way ;  but  if  they  were  intended  to  be,iued  as  con- 
voys imder  our  present  circumstances,  he  ^aa  ^ 
ia^  to  state  that  toeb  an  emfrioymeat  would  w- 
entaUy  chance  die  pieaent  state  of  things. 

Bnl  before  he  took  tbia  pound,  he  would  make 
aome  obaenations  on  the  real  advantages  that 
ought  result  from  emi^ying  dieae  vessels  as  ean* 
Toya  in  the  aetoal  state  6i  &Bg», « 
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it  was  not  changed  by  that  employment.  Wbo- 
er«r  bad  considered  the  extent  of  our  coast,  and 
the  nature  of  our  trade,  must  be  convinced  tbal 
twelve  ships  cannot  be  employed  to  any  great 
purpose  as  convoys.  To  what  part  of  the  giobe 
were  they  to  be  coDVOvs  7  To  the  West  Indies, 
01  to  Europe  1  It  could  not  b«  intended  to  convoy 
ressels  from  our  own  ports  to  an  European  port 
with  these  vessels;  it  conid  not  be  supposed  that 
they  would  be  able  to  cope  with  veisels  of  war  in 
the  European  seas.  The  object  of  this  convoy, 
then,  must  be  our  vessels  to  the  West  Indies. 
But  he  asked  whether  this  force  would  be  suffi- 
cient foi  that  purpose,  or  whether  the  trade  to  the 
West  Indies  was  of  such  a  nature  as  to  be  suscept' 
ibie  of  bein^^  convoved  t  There  ore  a  variety  of 
■mall  ports  in  the  West  Indies,  and  merchants 
endeavor  to  lake  advania^  of  the  best  markets ; 
their  vessels,  therefore,  sail  singly  and  not  in  com- 
panies. He  believed  the  only  use  to  which  these 
Teasels  could  be  applied  with  any  effect,  so  as  to 
protect  our  trade,  would  be  by  attacking  privateers 
to  drive  them  from  the  coast ;  but  this  was  by  all 
agreed  to  be  an  act  belonging  to  an  actual  state 
ol  war,  in  which  we  were  not  yet  plunged. 

As  to  the  right  of  canvov  in  neutral  nations, 
it  was  a  right  at  least  of  a  doubtful  naiare.  He 
believed  it  had  been  exercised  ;  but  not  in  an  ef- 
fsctual  manner,  except  by  nations  whose  mari- 
time force,  the  bellia^ereni  Powers  were  unwilling 
to  provoke  against  them ;  but  wherever  belligerent 
Powers  were  not  afraid  of  being  involved  in  war 
with  the  nations  employing  such  convoys,  they 
have  disregarded  them.  This  fact  was  elucidat- 
ed by  the  Armed  Neutrality,  which,  on  account 
of  the  maritime  strength  of  the  Powers  concern- 
ed, and  of  the  apprehensions  of  Great  Britain, 
was  then  respected.  But  the  Dutch  convoys 
never  were  regarded  by  the  British ;  and  Mr.  G. 
guoied  an  instance  where  a  whole  Dntcb  fleet 
and  convoy  were  taken  into  port  bv  the  English, 
who  at  that  time  were  at  peace  with  thero. 

Bnt  the  question  with  him,  Mr.  Q.  said,  was 
not  ao  much  the  right,  as  the  policy  of  the  mea- 
mte.  Supposing  that  aentral  Powers  have  a  right 
to  grant  convoys  to  their  trade,  the  object  of  such 
a  convoy,  according  to  the  section  of  the  bill 
which  had  been  atraek  out,  was  "  to  secure  and 
maintain  ibe  independent  rights  of  commerce  and 
navigation,  which  the  laws  of  nations  and  the 
Mi]KilBtions  of  treaties  acknowledge  and  sanction." 
This  must  be  the  object  of  convoys  in  time  of 
peace,  and  the  qnesiion  was,  whether  it  would  be 
good  policy  to  grant  a  convoy  to  secure  these 
rights.  We  know,  that,  in  the  present  casa  all 
the  belligerent  Powers  have  not  only  violated  the 
tews  of  nations,  but  stipulations  of  treaties ;  ai  ' 
to  attempt  to  secure  these  rights  by  convoys, 
precisely  to  say,  we  mean  to  employ  violence 
repel  these  aggressions  ;  it  is  lo  all  intents  ai 
porpoaes  logo  to  war.  It  is  not  the  case  in  tl 
present  European  war,  aa  in  common  wars,  that 
die  laws  of  nations  and  treaties  are  tolerably  well 
respected  by  the  diSerent  belligerent  Powers.  In 
this  war,  both  the  belligerent  Powers  have  de- 
clared from  the  beginning,  they  would  not  respect 


the  laws  of  nations  and  treaties.  On  this  a< 
he  bad  before  declared,  that  France  had  given  us 
just  cause  for  war;  but  if  Congress  do  not  think 
proper  to  go  to  war,  they  ought  not  to  grant  these 
vessels  as  convoys,  which  would  be  in  fact  war. 

The  question  is,  whether  we  nhall  bear  with 
the  losses  which  must  result  from  capture  in  the 
present  state  of  things,  or  resist  them  with  force 
and  war  ? 

Mr.  G.  said,  he  knew  the  question  of  war  did 
not  depend  altogether  upon  this  country.  He 
knew  that  it  was  pfssible  that  within  three  months 
we  might  be  in  a  state  of  war ;  and  if  the  Huuse 
thought  it  necessary  to  have  the  vessels  built  to 
be  ready  to  meet  such  a  slate  of  Chin^,  the  amend- 
ment went  only  to  prevent  them  being  used  so  aa 
to  involve  us  by  our  own  act  in  war, 

He  had  Mid  that,  from  the  beginning  of  the  pre- 
sent European  war,  the  belligerent  Powers  nad 
set  aside  the  laws  of  nations  and  stipulations  of 
treaties.  At  the  very  beginning  of  the  war,  Great 
Britain  entered  into  treaties  with  Russia,  the  £m> 
prur,  Spain,  and  Prussia,  and  inserted  an  article 
into  each  to  declare  that  nut  only  they  themselves 
should  do  all  in  their  power  to  starve  France,  but 
that  they  should  prevent  all  other  countries  giv- 
ing them  assistance  by  virtue  of  their  neutrauly. 
[Mr.  G.  read  the  article  from  the  ireaiy  entered 
into  with  Russia,  dated  the  25th  of  March,  1793.1 
It  was  well  known,  he  said,  that  these  Powers  had 
acted  in  conformity  to  this  declaration.  The  Brit- 
ish Orders  of  June  and  November,  1793,  were  is- 
sued on  that  principle.  France  had  also  behaved 
in  a  still  more  extraordinary  manner.  It  was  im- 
material, in  the  present  consideration,  to  inquire 
whether  Great  Britain  or  France  was  the  6rst  to 
break  the  laws  of  nations ;  the  fact  is,  that  all  the 
different  belligerent  Powers  have  at  limes  in- 
fdoged  them  ;  and  even  the  last  arrivals  from  En- 
rope  bring  accounts  (which  though  not  official, 
carry  every  appearance  of  being  true)  of  iustrue- 
tions  given  to  the  commanders  of  British  vessels 
of  war,  which  are  direct  violations  of  the  laws  of 
nations  and  of  treaties. 

It  ii  true,  that  at  present  the  infringements  of 
the  laws  01  nations  made  by  France  are  vastly 
more  oppressive,  and  in  their  consequences  far 
more  extensive  and  injurious  to  our  trade  than 
those  of  any  other  nation ;  but  it  is  not  less  true, 
that  until  we  do  deem  these  infringements  suffi- 
cient cause  of  war,  we  ought  not  to  enter  into  any 
measures  which  will  in  their  effects  amount  to 
the  same  thing  as  actual  war.  To  granieonvoj^s 
is  such  a  measure;  and  before  that  is  done,  it  ' 
ought  to  be  considered  whether  in  a  state  of  war 
we  should  be  in  a  better  condition  thanat  present 

Mr.  G.  was  aware  he  should  at  once  be  met 
with  an  exclamation,  What!  Will  you  not  pro- 
tect our  commerce?  Are  you  not  bound  to  pro> 
teci  it  J  So  far  as  this  complaint  was  considered 
in  a  local  point  of  view,  he  thought  it  unfounded. 
He  had  heard  it  said,  and  repeated,  that  those 
States  which  are  more  commercial  than  others 
would  not  quietly  sit  down  under  the  n^lect,  if 
protection  was  not  given  to  commerce.  Elo  farai 
reUlei  to  the  Eastern  Btatca,  he  believed  tbejr 
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had  no  greater  teaaon  lo  complain  iban  some 
other  States  on  this  ground.  Whilst  on  this  floor, 
Mr.  Q.  said,  he  coDsidered  himself  as  a  repreaenta- 
tire  of  the  whole  UnioQ,  and  bound  to  attend  to 
the  protection  and  to  the  interests  of  every  part  of 
the  United  Slates ;  but  if  the  matter  was  to  be 
considered  on  local  ground,  the  Middle  Stairs  had 
as  great  right  to  complaLn  as  the  Eastern,  and 
therefore  no  reasons  of  locality  could  induce  him 
to  give  the  vote  which  he  proposed  todve,  nnce 
the  Stales  of  PennsylTania  and  New  York  hare 
as  mach  interest  in  commerce  *a  the  Eastern 
States.  The  total  amount  of  the  tonnage  of  the 
four  Eastern  States  employed  in  foreign  trade  is 
248,000  tons,  and  that  of  the  States  of  PenoiiylTa' 
nia  and  New  York  95,000.  The  representation 
of  the  Eastern  States  on  this  Qoor,  compared  with 
the  States  of  New  Yorkand  Pennaylrania,  (which 
was  the  best  criterion  of  their  respective  popula- 
tion,) is  as  27  to  23,  and  the  proportion  of  foreign 
tonnage  between  them  is  as  27  to  21).  There 
was,  therefore,  no  sensible  difference  between 
tbem. 

The  question  was^  which  was  the  best  way  of 
protecting  our  trade  m  our  present  situation.  Gio- 
vernment  waa  hoand  to  protect  alt  itp  citizens  in 
whaleTCt  occapalion  they  choose  to  follow ;  but 
its  power  of  protection  is  reslraiaed  to  a  certain 
eztenL  In  this  instance,  instead  of  convoys  pro- 
tecttng  our  trade,  they  will  be  the  destrnction  of 
it  I  for,  if  bv  any  act  of  ours,  war  is  produced,  our 
trade  woula  be  in  a  worse  situation  than  at  pre- 
sent, bad  as  it  ia. 

But  be  would  examine  to  what  extent  oar  pre- 
sent  injuries  go,  and  how  convoys  would  apply. 

Convoys  were  to  appl^  more  specifically  in  two 
cases,  viz :  where  a  seizure  was  attempted  for 
want  of  a  r<^  iPemapage,  or  where,  according  to 
the  late  French  decree,  our  vessels  have  British 
manufactures  or  produce  on  boaid.  He  bad  never 
examined  to  see  how  far  the  demand  with  respect 
to  the  role  ^equipage  was  an  Infringement  of^our 
treaty  with  France.  He  had  taken  it  for  granted 
^at  if  it  were  justified  by  our  treaty,  it  was  now 
made  a  mere  pretext  for  seizure,  because  our  trea- 
tv  had  been  in  force  since  the  commencement  of 
the  war,  and  this  ground  had  never  been  taken 
till  tatdy.  But  upon  this  subject  he  would  ob- 
serve, that  almost  all  the  mischief  which  could  be 
done  had  been  done,  for  want  of  these  papers,  as 
our  vessels  could  now  always  furnish  tnemselves 
irith  them.  He  did  not  think  it  necensary,  there- 
fore, to  grant  convoys  for  this  purpose. 

So  far  as  relates  to  British  manufacture*  being 


country  ;  not  only  our  export  trade,  but  our  returns 
from  thence'  The  effect  of  the  French  decree 
Tvillbe  either  to  raise  the  price  of  insurance  much 
higher  upon  our  own  vessels,  or  the  carrying  trade 
wHl  be  carried  on  in  British  vessels.  But  ereat 
as  these  evils  would  be,  he  believed  it  would  be 
better  to  bear  with  tham  than  to  go  to  war.  The 
only  evil  in  one  instance  will  be,  that  the  oon- 
aamer  would  have  to  pay  the  additional  rate  of 


insUTBDce,  and  he  wonld  much  rather  do  this  than 
change  our  present  situation.  For  in  case  of  war, 
not  only  all  British  mannfactures  will  bu  equally 
liable  to  captures,  but  all  our  trade  will  be  in-tbe 
same  situation.  And  will  any  gentleman  say  that 
there  will  be  less  captures  on  our  trade  in  a  state 
of  war  than  in  our  present  slate  1  Is  it  to  be  sup- 
posed that  these  twelve  vessels,  with  the  three  fri- 
gates, and  all  the  vessels  we  can  build  and  man, 
will  protect  our  trade  so  as  to  reduce  our  captures 
below  their  present  number  1  He  believed  not  He 
believed  that  in  a  state  of  war  more  capturea 
wonld  be  made,  as  not  only  the  vessels  which  Bi« 
now  captured  under  different  pretences  would  still 
be  captured,  but  that  part  of  our  trade  which  now 
escapes  capture  will  then  be  seized. 

The  amount  of  our  exports,  Mr.  O.  said,  wai 
Gfty-one  millions.  Out  of  these  fif)]r-one  millions, 
eight  and  a  half  are  sent  to  Great  Britain.  Though 
this  is  the  amount,  accordicr  to  the  statement 
from  the  fir(^r  Department,  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carohoa  (Mr,  Harpbb)  has  said  that  con- 
siderable c[uantities  of  goods  sent  to  the  British 
West  Indies  have  been  entered  at  the  cuslotn- 
house  as  for  the  French  West  Indies,  in  order  lo 
avoid  capture ;  but  it  had  also  been  stated  by  a 
gentleman  who  must  be  supposed  to  be  better  ac- 

Saainted  with  commercial  suDjects  than  him,  (Mr. 
.  SuiTH,)  that  full  as  many  goods  were  entered 
for  the  French  West  Indies)  intended  for  the  Eng- 
lish, as  in  the  other  case.  It  was,  at  all  events, 
only  an  assertion,  which  ought  not  to  lessen  the 
credit  of  an  official  statement. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  appears  by  this  estimate, 
that  to  the  amount  of  twenty-five  millions  of  dol- 
lars is  exported  to  France,  Spain,  and  Holland. 
This,  in  case  of  war^  will  doubtless  be  cut  off. 
And  if  we  are  not  at  lib«'tv  to  export  that  portion' 
of  our  produce  thither,  wnal  inust  be  done  with 
it)  The  only  country  to  which  we  shall  have  a 
free  trade  will  be  Great  Britain.  The  efieci  of 
this  will  be  to  sink  the  price  of  our  produce ;  be- 
cause the  whole  is  not  wanted,  and  cannot  be  con- 
sumed in  Great  Britain,  and  sne  is  sbnt  oat  from 
those  ports  lo  which  we  now  send  it.  Independ- 
ent, therefore,  of  additional  captures,  that  immensa 
American  tonnage,  which  it  is  intended  to  pro- 
tect, would  at  once  be  reduced  to  one-third  of 
what  it  now  is,  for  want  of  a  market  for  oar 
produce. 

Nay,  in  addition  to  these  twenty-five  millions, 
our  trade  to  the  Hanse  Towns  will  also  be  de-  . 
str(H'ed,  as  it  is  well  known  what  was  the  situation 
of  Hamburg ;  so  that,  in  case  of  war,  the  whole 
of  our  trade  will  be  cut  or,  except  eight  and  « 
half  millions  to  Great  Britain  and  ber  dominions, 
and  a  few  millions  to  Sweden  and  Denmark.  He 
could  not,  therefore,  see  how  the  granting  of  a 
convoy  could  f»vtect  our  commerce,  when  the 
effect  must  be  war.  which  will  destroy  it. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Har- 
peb)  yesterday  told  the  committee,  that  the  effect 
of  not  granting  convoys  would  be  to  give  tha 
whole  of  our  carrying  trade  to  Great  Britain.  Ha 
wished  to  know,  i^  ihis  was  to  be  the  effect  of  not 
granting  convoya,  what  wotild  be  the  effect  of 
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mr]  Thenomaiit  wegoto  war  wegiveioGreat 
fitilaia  the  whole  of  our  uade.  Bai  the  seutle- 
m>Q  W«iil  00  Co  tell  the  committee,  what  FraaQe 
would  ray  to  this  country  next,  if  we  did  not  re^ 
■tat  bet.     He  said  she  would  tell  us 


loD^  go  to  Hamburg,  or  to  any  othet  place 
~Sich  voD  get  moaejr  for  your  produce,  Muau 
u  wilt  pay  that  money  to  Great  Britain  for  her 


lufactures.  If  this  would  be  the  case, 
we  declined  grSDting  oonvoys.  he  wished  to  know 
wbiit  would  be  the  effect  of  war  1  Was  it  ex- 
pected tbat  FraDce  would  give  mote  Latitude  to 
oar  trade,  in  cam  of  actual  war,  thoii  at  preaeutl 

When  gentlemen  spoke  of  the  immense  increaie 
of  our  tonnage,  from  i50,000  to  800,000  tons,  did 
they  consider  to  what  thia  increase  wv  owing  t  It 
has  been  owing  to  our  neutrality,  that  it  has  taken 
place  during  the  preunt  European  war,  whilst  the 
(oanage  of  Qreat  Britain  employed  in  the  trade  of 
this  country,  haa,  by  the  ^ect  of  that  war,  de- 
creased  from  206,000  tons,  which  it  wa*in  1702, 
to  196,000,  which  it  wb«  by  the  last  returns  at  the 
wd  of  1796.  Seeing,  therefore,  that  nothvith- 
atandiog  all  the  captures  made  of  our  resaels,  our 
tonnage  has  increased  from  year  to  year,  in  or- 
der to  sare  that  valuable  tonna^,  and  tu  afford 
every  possible  proiectioa  To  it,  if  that  was  the 
only  object  of  the  House,  they  must  wish  the  pre- 
sent state  of  things  to  subsist  in  preference  to  a 
slate  of  war,  and  muft  therefore  refrain  from 
taking  steps  which  cannot  fail  to  prodoce  war. 

It  was  not  only  his  opinion  that  the  granting  of 
convoys  would  lead  to  war.  The  point  hai  been 
conceaed.  For  what  did  the'  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  (Mr.  Harper)  state  convoys  were 
wanted?  He  said  they  were  wanted  against 
the  depredatorv  d«creea  of  the  French — the  role 
dltyuipagt,  and  the  decree  making  vessels  with 
British  manufactures  on  board  legal  prize.  He 
said  it  wa*  to  resist  these  drcitei.  He  went  far- 
ther ;  he  said  they  ought  to  be  resisted  U  the 
awaih  of  the  cannon.  If  capture  was  to  be  re- 
sisted at  the  mouth  of  the  caunon,  without  war, 
ha  could  not  understand  it.  If  he  understood  the 
gendeonn  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Otis,)  he 
went  still  farther,  and  said  that  he  would  resist  a 
search.  And  certainly  the  moment  a  principle  of 
this  sort  was  assumed,  it  was  nothing  more  or 
leM  than  war.  Unless,  indeed,  some  unintelligi- 
ble metaphysical  distinction  should  be  attempted 
between  fighting  and  war.  If,  then,  it  is  better, 
aa  a  matter  of  calcnlation,-  to  be  in  the  present 
state  of  things  than  at  war,  were  there  any  other 
considerations  which  .ought  to  set  aade  thu  mat- 
t«r  of  calcnlation  1  The  committee  were  told  by 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  that  if  we 
did  not  resist,  France  would  go  on  step  by  step 
in  her  course  of  aggressioos  against  this  country. 
This  is  mere  matter  of  speculation.  It  is  possible 
France  may  go  on  in  this  way.  If  she  goes  on  to 
make  war  upon  u*,  then  let  oar  vesseb  be  used  in 
their  full  power.  Let  us  not,  however,  said  he, 
act  on  speculative  grounds ;  bai  examine  our  pre- 
seal  situation,  and  if  better  than  war,  let  as 
kaiutit. 

The  conMiutiee  have  beem  told,  that  this  doc- 


trine is  a  doctrine  of  submission.  The  gentleman 
called  war  by  the  name  of  resistance,  and  ihef 
^ve  the  appellation  of  abject  submission  to  a  con- 
tinuance  ol^  forbearance  under  our  present  losses 
and  captures.  He  affixed  a  different  idea  to  the 
word  submission.  He  would  call  it  submission  to 
purchase  peace  with  money — he  would  call  it 
submission  to  accept  of  iaoominious  terms  of 
peace — he  would  cul  it  suBniission  to  moke  any 
acknowledgmeBis  unworthy  of  an  independent 
country — he  would  call  it  submiMion  to  give  up 
by  treaty  any  right  which  we  possess — he  would 
call  it  submission  to  recognise  by  treaty  any  claim 
cuDirary  to  the  laws  of  nations.  But  there  ia 
a  great  difference  between  surrendering  by  treaty 
our  ricbis  and  independence  as  a  nation,  and  say- 
ing, "We  have  met  with  captures  and  losses  from 
the  present  Kuropean  war;  but,  as  it  ti  coming  to 
a  closc^  it  is  not  our  interest  to  enter  into  it,  (Hit 
rather  to  go  on  as  we  have  done."  This,  he 
thought,  would  be  a  wise  course,  and  extremjely 
different  from  a  stale  of  submission. 

The  committee  had  been  told  of  a  spirit  oi 
money  as  imprcner,  and  that  it  ought  to  be  sat 
aside.  To  speak  of  ezpenee  is  no  proof  of  ihM 
magnanimity,  national  honor,  and  national  sjurit, 
which  have  enabled  other  nations  to  repel  theii 
enemies.     He  did  not  think  the  instances  qnoted 


by  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  ^ 
ly.  He  had  quoted  France,  and  said,  th 
because  she  had  set  aside  every  other  con- 


happy. 


sideration  but  the  necessity  of  supporting  the  war; 
because  she  bad  disregarded  every  thing  like 
properly,  and  deluged  her  own  coimtry  with  Uood, 
that'she  had  been  successful. 

Mr.  G.  had  no  objection  that  Prance  might  be 
adduced  as  an  example  to  lead  us  to  repel  any 
enemy  which  may  attempt  to  invade  ns ;  but  in 
her  disre^rd  for  property,  ia  her  confiscations 
and  reqmsilioDs,  in   those  measures  which  have 


had  conquest  and  plunder,  and  not  resistance,  for 
tbcir  object ;  and  sDove  alt,  in  the  deluge  of  blood 
that  had  b(«n  shed  for  the  take  of  ambition,  or 


caprice,  or  faction,  he  trusted  never  would  be  set 
up  a.<  a  proper  model  for  this  country, 
The  instances  of  Rome  and  Athens,  which  the 

Semleman  adduced,  were  not  more  happy.  He 
id  Dot  think  the  spirit  of  conquest,  which  ani- 
mated the  firsi^  the  spirit  of  nluader  towards  ever* 
other  independent  State  of  Greece  which  actuated 
the  last,  the  lust  for  power  which  characterized 
both,  to  be  that  spirit  which  would  be  best  calcu- 
lated topromote  the  happiness  of  America. 

Mr.  Q.  concluded  by  saying,  that  he  meant  to 
have  gone  further  into  a  consideration  of  what 
was  called  a  spirit  of  submission,  and  to  have 
drawn  some  comparisoos  between  our  present 
state,  and  what  tl  nad  been  in  some-stages  of  the 
European  war,  but  finding  the  usual  hour  of  ad- 
journment past,  he  would  forbear  to  do  it  at  pre- 
sent.   He  then  recapitulated  his  arguments,  and 

Mr.  Oatton  (the  Speaker)  expressed  an  eutt- 
eat  wish  that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  ahonU 
tiee,  and  bavc  leave  to  sit  agtlu,  not  ao  mock  tin 
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die  sake  of  furthei  discuaung  the  merits  of  the 
ameadment  as  of  affording  to  members  ao  oppor- 
tanity  of  ezposiog  the  dangerous  and  fatal  tea- 
deocy  of  the  arguments  adduced  in  the  support  of 
il.  Feeling  aii  ne  did  upou  tbe  oecasioo,  it  would 
be  almost  ciiminal  in  uim  to  forbear  to  declare, 
that  he  had  heard  with  aatouishiiieiit,  and  he  had 
almost  said  with  iadigoalion,  the  speech  to  which 
they  had  been  Listenmg,  from  the  member  from 
FeniisylvaDia  (Mr.  Gallatin.)  He  bad  never 
expected  to  have  heard  such  tame  and  submisuTe 
Uuoage,  within  the  walls  of  Congress,  and  from 
a  RepresentatiTe  of  the  Ameiican  people,  at  a 
time.  loo,  when  they  were  smarting  under  injuries 
and  insults.  If  that  member  had  ever  made  him- 
self acquBiated  with  the  principles  that  actuated 
the  Americans  in  1776,  wiih  wliich  his  doclrioes 
were  in  direct  hostility,  yet  he  surely  could  not 
have  so  soon  forgotten  the  tenor  and  spirit  of  the 
despatches  from  our  Commissioners  in  Paris. 
That  this  speech  had  been  prepared  before  the  re- 
ceipt of  those  despatches  was  by  no  means  impro- 
bable, but  that  It  should  be  uttered  thin  openly 
and  boldly,  after  those  impoftAUt  communications 
had  been  publfthed  to  the  world,  was  indeed  sur- 

J rising.  U  it  were  a  motion  in  order  in  that  body, 
Ir-  D.  declared  that  he  should  immediat^y  move 
that  it  be  printed,  and  that  copies  should  not  only 
be  given  to  evety  member,  but  as  far  aa  possible 
to  all  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  that  they 
might  all.  as  with  one  voice,  disclaim  the  prtnci-- 
plee  which  it  tended  to  inculcate. 

Mr.  Nicholas  hoped  the  committee  would  rise. 
that  the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey  might  have 
an  opportunity  given  to  him  to  state  in  what  this 
speech  was  so  extraordinary,  which  would  be 
much  more  conformable  to  Legidalive  proceed- 
ings than  making  denunciations  io  general  terms. 

Mr.  S.  Suite  noped  the  committee  would  not 
rise,  but  that  the  question  would  be  now  taken. 

Mr.  Allbn  wished,  rather  than  rise,  that  the 
committee  should  sit  till  midnight  to  show  their 
resentment  to  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania, 
(m  account  of  the  speech  which  he  had  delivered 
to  ihem.  It  was  astonishing  to  him  that  the  tame 
spiiit  should  still  exint  in  that  gentleman  which 
had  always  opposed  the  Executive  of  this  coun- 
try ;  which  had  coodemoed  the  proclamation  of 
neutrality;  which  had  justified  the  conduct  of 
a  French  Minister  in  his  appeal  from  the  Govern- 
ment Id  the  people  of  the  United  States ;  that 
•piril  which,  by  preaching  up  the  rights  of  man, 
had  produced  the  Western  insurrection.  [A  cry 
of  order^  and  Mr.  A.  sat  down.] 

Mr.  BaooEe  said,  though  he  had  as  great  an 
aversion  to  the  submissive  course  recommended 
by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsvivania,  as  any 
member  of  the  committee,  as  he  believed  it  repug- 
nant to  the  feelings  of  the  American  people,  yet 
he  thought  bis  speech  ought  not  to  so  unanswer- 
ed. This  speech  would  have  been  tnoueht  an  ex- 
traordinary one  in  the  year  1775 ;  and  iithe  senti- 
ments contained  in  it  had  been  then  adopted,  our 
Revolution  would  never  have  been  accomplished. 
He  hoped,  therefore,  that  the  committee  would 
viae,  that  atguments,  which  would  lead  to  a  sur- 
5th  Com.— 47 


render  of  the  peace  and  ind.  pendeoce  of  this 
country  to  a  foreign  nation,  might  be  resisted. 

Mi.  Macoh  hoped  the  committee  would  ris«, 
for  the  reason  assigned  by  the  gentleman  last  up, 
because,if  the  speech  of  the  gentleman  from  Fcnn- 
sylvania  was  such  as  he  stated  it  to  be,  he  wished 
to  hear  it  exposed.  It  had  struck  him  very  dif- 
ferently. 

Mr.  StTOBBAVEB  hoped  the  committee  would 
not  rise.  He  believed  no  profession  was  necessary 
on  his  pan.  li  wotild  be  readily  credilad  that  he 
felt  as  much  opposition  to  the  opinions  of  hia  cc^ 
"^      bnthedi 

e  that  the 

He 

-  ..  -  J  the 

late  despatches  of  our  Savoys,  and  in  the  cmvlc- 
tions  of  every  American.  He  believed  the  time 
was  come  when,  instead  of  speaking,  Congre« 
ought  to  act.  This  speech  had  already  been  an- 
swered, since  everythine,  which  had  now  been  re- 
peated, had  been  heard  before;  and  all  that  conU 
be  said  upon  the  subject  could  not  add  to  tbecoa- 
viction  of  anv  one.  He  believed  the  present  wn 
a  subject  well  understood  by  every  man,  both  il 
and  out  of  doors,  and  no  good  effect  could  be  pro- 
duced by  delay.  The  beit  answer  to  this  speech, 
he  believed,  would  be  an  immediate  deeisioB 
against  the  doctrine  which  it  contained. 

Mr.  Brent  felt  solicitous  for  the  committee  to 
rise, because  he  fell  a  great  desire  to  knowwhat  il 
was  in  the  speech  of  the  gentleman  from  Penosyt- 
vania,  which  had  ap^ently  created  so  high  a  de- 
gree  of  indignatioa  in  ceriain  gentlemen  of  the 
committee.  For  his  pan,  he  owned  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania  had  engaged  his  most  se- 
and,  if  that  eenlTeman  was  cul- 


which  he  delivered.  He  ihou^t  it  one 
of  the  most  temperate  discussions  he  had  ever 
heard,  being  free  from  all  personalities,  and,  as  it 
struck  him,  of  any  expression  which  could  excite 
irritation  in  any  one.  If,  when  a  gentleman  rises 
on  the  floor  of  this  House,  on  a  great  and  import- 
ant question — a  question  on  which,  perhaps,  de- 
pend the  peace  and  independence  of  this  coontry— 
ne  is  to  be  treated  in  this  manner,  there  is  an  end 
to  all  freedom  of  debate.  He  must  own  be  had 
never,  on  any  occasion,  seen  so  muCh  indecency 
of  conduct  shown  towards  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania,  for  bavins  delivered  sentiment^ 
which,  in  his  opinion,  dia  honor  both  to  the  head 
and  heart  of  that  gentleman. 

Mt.  Dana  wished  the  committee  to  rise.  When 
he  reflected  that  the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey 
was  a  native  American,  and  had  been  an  Ameri- 
can soldier  through  the  late  Revolution,  he  could 
notbesurprlsedat  the  indignation  which  he  felt  on 
this  occasion ;  but  he  wished  the  committee  to 
rise,  in  order  to  show  that  the  gentleman  had  per- 
verted the  sense  of  the  laws  ofnaiions.  As  to  hia 
argument  to  prove  that  it  would  be  more  our  ift- 
lerest  to  submit  to,  than  to  resist  the  terms  offered 
to  us  by  Fiance,  he  believed  the  answer  which 
our  Envoys  returned  to  the  agents  of  the  French 
QovetQmeDt,wouldbeacoapleieai)swerto  than. 
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Mr.  Qallatir  said  he  did  not  mean  to  make 
any  kind  of  obsetvations  upon  wliat  had  fallen 
from  the  member  from  Connecticul  (Mr.  Allen,) 
01  the  Speaker.  He  meant  only  to  notice  what 
had  been  said  by  the  gentleman  last  up  from 
Coonecticut,  who  had  perverted  his  sentiments. 
That  geaileman  had  said  that  his  observations 
would  find  an  answer  ia  the  reply  of  our  Envoys 
to  the  agent  of  Talleyrand,  thereby  signifying  that 
he,  Mr.  G.,  had  expressed  himself  in  favor  of  an 
acceptance  of  snch  tenns  as  had  been  offered  to 
OUT  Envoys.  That  gentleman  could  not  surely 
have  attended  to  what  he  had  said,  because  he  had 
expressly  stated  that  he  should  consider  it  as  sub- 
mission to  pay  to  thai  nation  any  money,  or  to 
reeogaise  aoy  claim  contrary  to  the  law  of  na- 
tiODB ;  but  he  had  said  he  would  rather  submit  to 
our  present  captures,  under  the  hope  that  they 
might  not  have  a  long  continuance,  Chan  take  a 
measure  which  was  war. 

He  would  just  add  that  the  Speaker  was  mis- 
taken when  he  stated  thai  the  speech,  which  he 
bad  delivered,  was  prepared  before  the  late  des- 
patches were  comronnicated.  It  was  prepared  at 
the  time  ot  its  being  delivered,  and  in  answer  to 
the  speech  of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina, 

J  Mr.  Harpeb,)  delivered  yesterday.  Before  the 
espatches  were  communicaled,  he  had  hopes  of 
peace ;  after  he  bad  heard  them  read,  those  hopes 
were  not  extinguished ;  but,  from  the  publication 
of  them  his  hopes  were  very  feehle — feeble  as  they 
were,  however,  he  did  not  wish  to  blast  them  by 
any  act  of  this  House.  As  to  the  sentiments  which 
lie  had  delivered,  he  was  not  ashamed  of  them, 
and  should  support  them  at  any  time,  in  opposition 
to  what  that  gentleman,  or  any  other,  may  oppose 
to  them. 

The  committee  now  rose,  without  taking  any 
question. 

Fbidat,  April  30. 


Mr.  Spraoitb  moved  that  a  Speaker  pro  (em.  be 
appointed.  After  some  observations  on  the  pro- 
priety of  so  doing,  the  motioa  was  put  and  car- 
tied,  there  being  46  votes  for  it. 

The  Berg  An  t-at- Arms  accordingly  proceeded 
to  collect  the  ballots,  which  being  done,  Messrs. 
JoBiAB  Pabkeh  and  !Mobrib  were  called  upon  to 
Bount  the  votes ;  which  Mr.  Pabeeb  reported  to 
be  as  follows,  viz:  for  Mr.  Dent,  40;  Mr.  Sii^ 
QBEAvEs,  19;  Mr.  Baldwin,  13;  Mr.  J.  Wil- 
i4AHa,  1 ;  and  Mr.  Blount,  1. 

Mr.  Dent  was  accordingly  declared  to  be  elect- 
ed, and  having  been  conducted  to  the  Chair,  by 
Mr.  SiTGR&AVEs,  he  addressed  the  House  as 
follows: 


«  GinniMiH :  In  the  execution  of  the  duties  of  this 
temporary  appointment,  my  endeavor  will  be  to  evinca 
rttict  impartiality.  Permit  me  to  hope  your  co-opera- 
tion in  meiDtaining  order,  and  to  expect  yonr  support 
in  all  case*  of  officul  dseinoni,  whsra  itought  to  beaf- 

fcldMl." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SrraaEAVBs,  it  was  resolved 


be  sent  to  the  Senate,  informing 
them  that  the  House  had  elected  a  Speaker  pro 

PHOTECTION  OF  TRADE. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  on  the 
bill  to  provide  for  an  additional  armament  for 
the  further  protection  of  the  trade  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  for  other  purposes ;  when  the  con- 
sideration of  Mr.  Gali^tin's  amendment  to  the 
first  section  being  resumed,  viz ;  to  insert,  "  Provi- 
ded, they  shall  not,  iu  time  of  peace,  be  employed 
as  convoys  to  any  fmeign  port  or  place." 

Mr.  Allcn  rose  and  addressed  the  Chair  as  fol- 
lows :  Mr.  Chairman,  I  wish  to  inform  the  com- 
mittee of  the  reason  for  the  strong  expressions  of 
abhorrence  and  indignation,  whica  fell  from  me 
yesterday,  at  the  language  of  the  eeotleman  from 
Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Gallatin,)  when  the  House 
was  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  this  hill. 

I  confess,  sir,  that  I  have  not  that  perfect  coin- 


lament,  and  which  I  so  much  afimire  in  others. 
Cons  I  initio  Q  ally  too  irritable,  I  meet  such  insults 
10  my  country  with  a  degree  of  warmth  which  \ 
desire  to  repress,  but  which  1  hope  does  not  ban- 
ish from  my  bcaom  that  consideration  and  that 
candor  which  is  necessary  in  my  place.  The  situa- 
tion of  our  country  requires  a  cool  and  temperate 
deliberation  ;  and  I  wish  for  nothing  more  than 
for  the  adoption  of  such  measnres  as  true  wisdom 
shall  point  out  as  proper.  The  committee,  1  trust, 
will  pardon  me  for  the  astonishment  and  displeas- 
ure I  felt  at  what  1  heard  from  that  gentleman  ;  a 
similar  displeasure  marked  the  countenances  of 
almost  all  who  heard  him.  I  did  expect,  upon 
the  disclosure  in  the  despatches  of  what  had  pasa- 
ed  at  Paris  between  our  Commissioners  ana  the 
Government  of  France,  that  a  spirit  of  unanimity 
would  have  been,  in  somedegree,  produced  in  ow 
councils,  though  a  perfect  nnanimity  could  not 
be  expected.  I  did  expect  that  every  member 
of  the  Legislature  would  have  laid  his  band 
upon  bis  heart  and  considered  what  was  necessa- 
ry to  be  done  for  the  safety  of  his  country,  and 
would  have  determined  to  support  such  measures 


sidered  it  as  the  most  prominent  feature  in  the 
Jacobinic  character,  the  spirit  of  obstinacy,  which 
knows  not  to  yield;  that  furious,  clamorous  spi- 
rit, which  never  acqniespes  in  measures  nor  prin- 
ciples, however  well  settled ;  which  never  yields 
to  majorities,  but  which  always  seeks,  by  force  or 
art,  to  convert  minorities  into  majorities;  that 
spirit  which  drives  men  to  overset,  destroy,  or 
render  ineffectual,  measures  which  it  disapproves, 
though  adapted  by  the  general  conseot  and  ap- 
probation of  the  country  ;  that  spirit  which  ceases 
not  to  reprobate,  in  the  most  bitter  manner,  meas- 
ures which  gentlemen  know  and  acknowledge 
cannot  now  be  set  aside.  1  pray  Ood  this  spirit 
may  have  an  end;  if  it  continues  it  will  ruin  this 
country.    It  appears  to  mej  that  the  course  gen- 
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llemen  are  now  taking  will  overwhelm  u^  wilh 
irretrievabte  diflieuliies.  I  [lope  I  am  roiiUken ; 
but  it  appears  to  me  to  be  tbe  duly  of  erery  Ame- 
rican, at  ihia  time,  seriously  to  declare  that  he 
wiU  support  the  measures  which  hare  been  and 
which  may  be  adapted  by  the  Groverament. 

The  Seoate  ha*e  passed,  by  a  lar^  majority, 
and  sent  to  as,  a  bill  to  provide  an  addilioDal  arm- 
ament,  aad  no  expression ofdisapprobatloa of  ills 
heard  out  of  doors.  The  objects  of  it  are,  the  de- 
fence of  those  pans  of  our  coast  which  are  most 
Bxposed  to  the  enemy;  our  trade  from  port  to 
port ;  otu  trade  to  foreign  countries,  where  within 
reach  of  our  shores ;  and  the  general  defence  of 
the  nation.  The  first  step  is  to  provide  the  means 
of  defence.  How  it  wiir  operate  1  know  not ;  it 
cannot  be  pttrtictilarly  fureseen.  Let  us  possess 
the  power  and  consult  the  mode  of  conducIiDg  it 
sfterwardi.  All  men  must  confess  our  situation 
reqnirea  it.  It  is  intended  to  place  this  force  in 
the  hands  of  the  QoTernroent,  to  be  used  as  the 
exigencies  of  the  nation  may  demand.  But  it  is 
tittempted,  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania, 
at  the  very  outset,  at  the  very  threshold  of  the 
business,  to  shackle  it,  to  makea  declaration  which 
goes  to  a  prostitution  of  the  country.  He  requires 
that  we  declare  that  we  will  not  make  use  of  these 
vessels  to  defend  our  acknowledged  rights;  that 
whatever  may  be  our  situation,  whatever  may  be 
the  event,  condition,  or  contingency,  however  ef- 
fectual may  be  tbe  means  of  defending  our  ships, 
oat  property,  these  vessels  shall  not  be  used  as 
convoys.  Is  this  wise  7  Is  this  prudentl  For  I 
wish  to  avoid  the  discussion  of  alt  Coastiititional 
qnestions,  and  to  tpeak  only  of  the  expediency  of 
the  measures.  Will  gentlemen  refuse  their  assent 
to  the  bill  unless  accompanied  by  a  declaration  that 
tbe  vessels  shall  not  be  used  in  a  particular  man- 
ner ?  Surely  every  gentleman  who  is  aniioua  only 
for  the  true  interests  of  his  own  country,  must  cou- 
■eni  to  leave  the  manner  of  employing  these  ves- 
*da  to  be  settled  hereafter,  by  Congress,  or  by  the 
Preaiidenl.  when  our  situation,  with  respect  to 
Fixnce,  shall  be  fally  known.  Theevenbof  nest 
inonth|  next  week,  nay,  of  to-morrow,  may  ren- 
der this  restriction  idle^  absurd,  and  dangerous. 
If  gentlemen  are  unwiUmg  to  trust  tbe  President, 
at«  they  afraid  of  themselvesl  If  their  jealousy 
leads  them  lo  put  manacles  on  the  Executive, 
mnst  they  also  fetter  themselves?  Can  we  not 
discnss  this  question  at  a  future  day.  and  make  a 
law  providing  for  the  operation  of  tnis  force  long 
before  it  will  De  prepared  for  action  1  Why  oc- 
cupy the  time  which  is  wanted  for  preparing  the 
armameut  in  quarrelling  about  its  course  anades- 
tination  ?  What  will  be  the  use  of  these  vessels 
irilhonl  the  proposed  restriction,  1  cannot  tell; 
box  I  am  not  afraid  to  confide  this  power  to  the 
Presideni;  1  am  not  apprehensive  they  will  be 
improperly  employed.  If  there  were  any  such 
danger  as  gentlemen  seem  to  contemplate,  the 
pabFic  sentiment,  the  general  opinion  of  the  coun- 
try, would  influence  the  Executive  conduct  on  tbe 
occaaion.  Under  all  the  attacks  that  are  con- 
itanilr  made  upon  us,  and  the  threats  of  destruc- 
tion tut  alum  oni  country,  surely  there  can  bd 


)  danger  of  these  vessels  defending  us  and  all 

ir  rights  100  zealously,  or  too  eSectually. 

The  question  is,  shall  we  suffer   these  armed 

vessels  to  act  as  convoys  in  time  of  peace  ;  and, 

by  peace,  he  confesses  he  means  that  slate  in  which 

we  now  stand  ;  plundered,  insulted,  menaced,  as 

low  are? 

is  said,  policy  forbids  it.  I  believe  policy 
calls  upoo  us  to  defend  ourselves  in  the  best  man- 
ner we  are  able,  unoperated  upon  by  anything 
which  has  taken  place  heretofore.  Policy  calls 
upon  us  to  consult  our  own  safety  and  interest, 
without  giviDK  way  to  our  afiection  for  one  na- 
tion or  hatred  to  another.  There  are  absurd 
and  dangerous  passions  in  nations.  It  is  oar  true 
policy  to  defend  ourselves  and  our  rights  to  th« 
ruUest  extent ;  we  have  an  awful  lesson  of  what 
ire  are  to  expect  from  submission  and  lameness. 

It  is  said,  tliat  it  is  a  vain  attempt  to  defend  oar 
commerce  ;  because  we  cannot  defend  it  effectu- 
ally.   Sir,  no  nation  ever  did  defeitd  its  commerce 
effectually,  in  the  sense  tbe  gentleman  means ;  no 
■  m  ever  expected  or  attempted  it.     Every 
^iry  at  war  will  lose  very  many  of  its  mer- 
chant ships  ;  it  is  dufficiunt  that  we  exert  so  great 
a  force  in  their  defence  as,  under  all  circum- 
inces,  we  can  afford,  and  bring  into  action.    But, 
,  DO  nation  ever  said,  in  the  spirit  of  this  amend- 
BDt,  that  it  would  not  protect  its  rights  and  com- 
iTce.    It  would  be  an  iuvilation  to  all  the  pi- 
les an  earth  to  plunder  it,  under  a  promise  of 

punit]^.     Whatever  may  be  expedient  to  be 

done  in  fact,  however  much  we  may  really  be  dis- 
posed to  endure  inhope  to  escape  a  war,  we  should 
publish  to  the  world  and  to  our  foe,  out  inten- 
tion to  sabmit  to  his  robberies.  The  man  who 
would  say  this,  would  never  have  the  spirit  to  de- 
fend the  coaniry  in  case  of  an  actual  invasion.  It 
is  a  spirit  calculated  only  to  surrender  our  inde- 
pendence to  the  first  Power  who  shall  have  cour- 
age to  demand  it. 

It  was  said  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
(Mr.  Nicbolab)  that,  by  refusing  to  protect  our 
commerce  we  should  lose  only  the  carrying  trade; 
that  the  ships  of  other  nations  would  come  to  our 
ports  and  furnish  us  with  such  foreign  productions 
as  we  might  want,  and  take  from  us  such  of  our* 
as  we  might  have  to  spare ;  and  that  the  object  of 
the  protection  was  not  worth  the  expense  and  the 
hazard.  This  was  not  always  the  language  of 
thai  gentleman.  He  formerly  thought  the  carry- 
ing trade  of  the  utmost  importance  to  the  country. 
Every  one  remembers  the  long  and  earnest  debate 
which,  four  years  ago,  took  place  on  a  set  of  re*>- 
lutions  brought  in  by  a  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
(Mr.  Madibon.)  They  were  founded  on  certain 
commercial  regulations  said  to  have  been  adopte<t 
by  Great  Britam,  injurious  only  to  the  carrying 
trade,  which  we  are  now  invited  lo  surrender 
without  a  struggle.  [Here  Mr.  A.  read  some  ob- 
servations of  Mr.  Nicholas  on  that  occasion,  in 
which,  speaking  of  the  wrongs  this  country  had 
suffered  from  Great  Britain,  be  asks  if  there  was 
so  tittle  American  feeling  in  the  House  as  not  to 
lead  them  to  lake  tetaliatory  measures,  &c.]  Let 
gentlemen  compare  our  situation  at  that  time  with 


DiqinzedhyGoOt^le 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1480 


H.OPR.] 


Protection  of  TVode. 


[APBt^  I7fl8- 


thR  preseni,  and  they  will  dUcorer  Ihal  all  which 
that  gentleman  then  said  vaa  applicable  at  this 
time,  and  ioGnilely  more.  Thoee  who  thea  op- 
posed (lie  measures  of  th.e  geotlemaD  frora  Vir- 
ginia, called  for  specific  facts  of  the  injuries  coid' 
plained  of — they  were  told  of  the  savages  being 
let  loose  upon  our  frontiers  and  the  Algerines 
Hpon  our  commerce  ;  and  of  commercial  advaO' 
Ugea  being  denied  us;  yes,  sir,  the  same  genlte- 
man  from  Virginia  was  then  indigDanl  at  our  com- 
mercial  losses,  and  at  restraint  oo  our  trade.     No 

Kutlemao  now  calls  for  '^ specific  facts;"  no  gen- 
man  now  calls  for  evidence  against  France; 
every  gentleman  now  agrees  we  have  just  cause 
of  war  against  her  ;  hut  now  they  profess  to  doubt 
the  policy  of  protecting  that  trade  which  they 
then  thought  so  impotient;  now  it  is  not  worih 
defending ;  wm  it  is  mere  bajgaieile ;  tune  they  are 
willing  to  let  foreigners  regulate  our  markets,  lake 
our  ships,  imprison  our  seamen,  and  take  posses- 
lion  of  our  cities.  Nirv  we  are  seriously  invited 
10  draw  our  heads  within  our  shells,  and  humbly 
take  what  foreigners  will  please  to  give  us ;  and 
idl  this  without  an  effort  to  defend  rights  so  dear 
and  sacred. 

These  were  not  the  sentiments  which  animated 
the  gentleman  on  the  fonaei  occasion,  and  I  can- 
ttot  accooBt  for  the  difference  of  conduct  in  situa- 
tions so  similar.  The  gentleman  on  that  occasion 
■lated  the  question  to  be,  whether  cominercial 
legulationa  should  be  adopted,  or  whether  we 
should  go  to  warl  Arms  were  to  be  the  resource 
if  milder  measures  failed  in  (heir  effect.  These 
gentlemen  were  then  ready  to  resist  and  to  repel 
the  aggressions  committed  on  us,  and  their  meas- 
nres  were  sironuously  Urged.  At  that  time  Great 
Britain  did  not  avow  the  wrongs  she  had  commit- 
bed  on  us,  nor  did  she  threaten  to  continue  them 
and  ravage  our  coasts,  both  which  France  now 
does.  Our  complBJutsegainit  Great  Britain  were 
few  sod  light,  compared  with  those  we  make 
B^iosI  France;  yet,  had  the  commercial  regula- 
tions then  proposed  by  these  eentlemen  proved  in- 
sufficient, blood  would  have  been  shed  m  defence 
of  the  rights  then  violated,  though  of  no  import- 
ance compared  with  the  itijuries  under  which  we 
BOW  groan.  It  is  conJended  by  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  (Mr.  Nicholas)  and  I  believe  by 
the  gentleman  frtwn  Pennsylvania  (Mr-  Galla- 
tin) that,  by  the  law  of  nations,  France  has  a 
right  to  search  our  vessels  in  order  to  discover 
whether  they  have  on  board  coniraband  articles, 
or  enemy's  properly.  Bnt  has  she  not  declared 
riiewill  not  be  governed  by  the  taw  of  lutions? 
that  she  will  make  her  power  her  only  rule  of 
eoaduci  7  And  will  it  be  said  that  she  mar  avail 
herself  of  rights  sjven  by  a  taw,  the  injunctions 
of  which  she  wUl  not  obey?  May  she  protect 
herself  under  that  law,  while  she  will  refuse  to  all 
other  nations  the  protection  it  promises  to  them  1 
Do  we  allow  the  Algerines  or  the  pirates  of  Asia 
to  search  our  vessels}  We  may  reply  to  every 
Frenchman  who  demands  to  search  our  shipa, 
"Yon  shall  not;  you  declare  you  will  condeitiD 
for  causes  which  yon  admit  nat  atithorized  by  the 
)kw  of  nations,  and  youahaU  not  search  for  any 


cttuse  whatever."  Certainly  while  gentlemen 
admit  that  we  have  just  cause  of  war  against  her, 
they  cannot  consistently  contend  for  her  right  to 
search,  and  our  duty  to  submit. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  says:  "W« 
ought  not  to  permit  our  vessels  to  serve  as  con- 
voys, because  to  convoy  our  merchantuien  is  to 
protect  them  against  the  unlawful  atucks,  and 
against  all  attacks  of  foreign  ships;  that  to  defend 
OUT  vessels  against  the  aggressions  of  France  by 
force,  is  to  fight ;  and  to  fignt  is  to  go  to  war ;  and 
a  state  of  war  is  a  greater  evil  than  the  presenl 
state  of  things."  And  he  adds,  "we  had  better 
suffer  the  [i'rench  to  go  on  with  theii  depreda- 
tions, unjust  and  enormous  as  they  are,  than  to 
take  any  step  which  may  lead  to  war." 

This  I  cannot  admit.  This  course  of  argument 
is  chosen.  I  believe,  to  give  currency  to  <be  opin- 
ion than  the  Executive  and  a  part  of  this  House 
are  determined  on  war  in  behalf  of  Great  Britain. 
This  is  continually  insinuated  or  asserted,  thou^ 
contrary  to  the  repeated  and  most  solemn  asseve- 
rations of  the  late  and  present  Chief  Magistrate^ 
and  of  many  of  the  members  of  this  body,  that 
they  anxiously  wish  peace  with  the  French  Rc> 
public.  This  alarmisrungthrousboutthe United 
States,  and  is  everywhere  preaened  up  and  de- 
claimed against,  in  order  to  eicite  meetinga,  and 
to  raise  up  a  pact  of  (he  people  to  resist  the  mea»' 
ures  of  (ae  Government,  however  just  and  n^ 
cessary  they  may  be.  I  think  I  am  warranted  in 
this  assertion  by  anumber  of  circumstances.  Look 
at  the  petitions,  from  a  numb«  of  places,  againal 
suffering  your  merchantmen  to  arm  in  their  de- 
fence against  a  nation  of  robbers.  Everywhere 
exertions  are  made  to  excite  dissatisfaction,  and  a 
Oame  against  our  Government.  Everywhere  are 
found  men  base  or  deluded  enough  to  presoit  iheii 
faces  in  broad  daylight,  and  revile  the  measures 
and  the  administration  of  the  Government.  Br» 
rywhere  do  they  recount  the  measures  they  oon< 
demn — the  lunding  system,  the  bank  law,  tbeez- 
cise,  the  British  Treaty,  the  buildibg  of  frigates, 
the  Federal  City,  and  the  stamp  act,  are  rung  in 
the  ears  of  the  public  as  monstrous,  unjuf  t,  imp(^ 
itic,  and  destructive  ;  although  they  have  the  re- 
peated and  decided  approbation  of  majorities  ilt 
Congress,  and  of  the  people;  and  although  almost 
all  men,  even  those  who  excite  and  jom  in  the 
clamor,  acknowledge  that  every  principle  of  jue- 
tice  now  forbids  their  repeal.  Instead  of  alarming 
the  public  mind,  gentlemen  would  do  much  better 
service  to  their  country  byquietiugand  appeasing 
it ;  and  by  instructing  (he  people  in  the  true  pnn- 
ciples  of  the  laws,  in  the  absolute  necessity  ofsulh- 
miitine  to,  and  resting  satisfied  with,  the  deoision 
of  majorities,  unless  those  decisions  obviously  and 
manileaily  ted  to  the  destruction  of  the  country; 
and  1  should  doubt  even  in  soeh  a  case  of  the  pro- 
priety of  a  forcible  interference,  because  of  the 
danger  of  exercisine  the  risht  of  insorrectioiL 
When  measures  ace  deliberately  adopted,  unanim- 
ity ought  to  prevail  in  carrying  them  into  effect; 
bnt  nothing  is  in  fact  heard  bnt  the  jarring  sound* 
of  discord  and  division  ;ifthe  laws  are  not  openly 
bppoeed  and  disobeyed,  it  isa  grumbling. relucnmt 
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submission  whicti  is  yielded,  indicaUTe  of  a  tern- 

Gir  wbich  ia  ready  for  resistance,  rerolulton,  and 
Dod. ,  This  diepositioQ,  ihoiuh  seen  in  all  place::, 
commands  but  a  Tew  voices ;  fur  tbe  honor  of  our 
GOUDlry,  a  verygreal  majority  of  (he  people  re- 
main uniDfluenced  by  theae  factious  disturbers  of 
the  public  peace ;  and,  thank  Qod,  they  ha  re  lately 
experienced  a  fatal  and  dismal  defeat  in  a  partic- 
ular port  of  the  Union. 

Bui,  says  the  gentleman  from  PennsylTBoia, 
^Mr.  Gallatin)  we  had  better  rest  contented  ai 
we  are,  "we  had  better  suffer  the  Pieoch  to  cou' 
tinue  their  captures  of  our  ships,  and  imprison- 
ment of  our  seamen,  we  had  better  suffer  ihem  to 
Eon  with  their  depredations  than  to  go  to  war," 
[,  what  loud  and  insolent  complaints  have  been 
made  agaioEt  ua  for  "sufferiog"  the  British  to 
eommit  the  very  same  kind  of  violence  upon  us; 
our  ears  yet  tingle  with  the  reproaches  heaped 
tipon  us  for  suffering  precisely  the  same  atrocities 
wnich  we  are  now  invited  to  meet  with  tame  suo- 
mission.  These  gentlemen  have  heretofore  told 
m  that  the  French  were  excused  for  their  robberies 
by  our  "  suffering"  the  British  to  strengthen  their 
forces  and  man  their  ships  with  our  seamen.  Is 
not  this  astonishing  ?  What  measure  of  depreda- 
tion and  plunder  may  the  British  not  adopt  by 
this  rule,  if  we  "  suffer"  the  French  to  strip  us  at 
dte  present  rate?  They  hare  hithet to  proceeded 
in  at  least  a  quadruple  ratio.  By  this  rule  we  shall 
be  required  to  'suffer"  the  British  to  take  our  last 
abip,  and  our  last  man^  and  our  last  farihiag. 

"  We  had  better  suffer  the  French  to  go  on  with 
their  depredations  than  go  to  war !"  Sir.  this  is 
all  tbe  French  claim  for  tbeioaelvEB.  They  now 
take  all  they  can  Gad ;  they  are  perfectly  content- 
ed with  their  present  condition.  If  they  can  take 
and  destroy  the  whole  of  our  trade,  they  will  be 
RtisEed.  The  continual  plunder  of  our  commerce 
irill  be  worth  more  than  all  themoney  wecaopay. 
But  let  seatlemen  recollect  that  France  has  ex- 
pressed the  strongest  hopes  of  conquering  her  ene- 
my. Great  Britain ;  that  Power  which  now  alone 
S poses  itself  to  this  monster,  which  his  devour- 
half  of  Europe.  What  wUl  be  our  condition, 
what  will  be  out  means  of  defence,  when  she  has 
•tripped  us  of  all  our  ships  and  seamen  1  To  me 
it  appears  clear,  that  if  we  "  istiffer"  France  "  to  go 
on"  It  will  end  in  the  complete  destruction  of  ^ 
those  articles  in  which  consist  our  best  means  of 
defence.  I  am  not  for  doing  this,  i  am  not  for 
giving  up  all  our  sbios  and  seamen  to  French  ra- 

Ccity  ;  because.  1  believe,  if  we  give  up  these  we 
re  those  within  our  bosom  who  wovld  give  up 
oar  country  too.  I  again  call  on  the  gentleman 
bom  Virginia  (Mr.  Niosolas)  to  remember  the 
spirit  which  actuated  him  and  the  language  be 
■poke,  on  the  f(»mer  occasion.  That  spirit,  were 
it  now  awake,  would  hold  a  different  tone  from 
what  we  hear  ai  present.  We  are  advised  to  re- 
frain from  using  tlie  power  we  possess  for  defend- 
ing ourselves  on  the  ocean,  and  to  declare  that  we 
will  fold  up  our  arms  and  submit  to  be  stripped. 
No  nation  that  had  endured  the  wrongs  we  feel, 
and  sgainat  whom  such  threats  had  been  pro- 
nounced, erer  said  ''  we  will  not  resist,  we  cannot 


afford  effectual  defence,  and  therefore  we  will  giv* 
no  defence  at  all."  I  hope  we  shall  not  subscribe 
to  such  a  declaration. 

Sir,  I  should  have  stood  astonished  at  the  lan- 
guage I  have  heard  from  these  gentlemen ;  I 
should  have  wondered  what  could  nave  induced 
it.  but  for  what  I  have  in  my  hand.  Is  there  not 
something  peculiar  and  alarming  in  an  invitation 
at  this  time  to  surrender  our  rights  and  independ- 
ence to  a  foreign  nation  ;  for  I  believe  the  conduct 
recommended  amounts  to  this  %  If  we  turn  to 
the  despatches  from  France,  however,  we  shall 
see  it  all  accounted  for.  Mr.  A.  then  read  the 
following  paragraph  from  the  conversation  of  M> 
Y.  with  our  Mmisters  at  Paris; 

"  Feihspa  you  believe,  that  in  reluming  ind  eipodng 
to  your  conntiynMn  the  nnrewonablenes*  of  the  d^ 
inandi  of  this  Govemainit,  you  will  unite  them  in 
--'         '  ■       You« 


Iha  negotiatioiui  on  the  FtderaiuU,  oi  ,  ,    .. 

■elves,  bat  on  the  Britiah party,  u  Fruica  tenns  you; 
and  jou  may  asaure  younelves  tiiis  will  be  dwM. 

This,  Mr.  Chairman,  furnishes  the  solatioD  of 
all  tbe  questions  which  arise,  of  all  the  inquiries 
that  are  made  into  the  motives  of  certain  gentlfr* 
men  on  this  floor.  If  the  French  had  applied 
their  ''diplomatic  skill,"  the  means  "tbev  posses 
in  this  country,"  with  the  moat  perfect  ad  aress  and 
dexterity,  what  more  could  they  have  promised 
themselves  than  has  occurred)  Were  France 
herself  to  apeak  through  an  American  mouthy  1 
cannot  conceive  what  we  would  say  more  than 
what  we  have  heard  from  certain  gentlemen  la 
efiect  her  purposes.  On  every  proposition  for  a 
prompt,  energetic,  and  effectual  defence  of  our 
country,  we  are  met  with  Constiiational  questioo^ 
theorira.  doubts,  nice  distinctions,  learned  meta- 
physical disquisitions,  and  long  speeehes  to  excite 
divisions,  to  encourage  their  party,  oaaupy  tim& 
and  protract  the  detHite  toau  imetmiitabie  ani 
provoking  extent ;  and  this  by  men  who  have 
been  long  devoid  to  her  catue.  This  is  the 
greatest  extent  lo  which  her  mo»t  artful  agent 
would  thitik  it  prudent  to  go;  open  and  direct 
opposition  to  all  defence  vroidd  defeat  itself  j  she 
must  be  condemned  and  her  meaaurea  reprobated.; 
she  must  be  confessed  to  have  committed  out- 
rages oa  our  righta;  but  policy,  poUcy,  the  sweet, 
enchanting  song  of  policy,  must  be  chanted  in 
our  ears  &rever ;  policy  forbids  lesistaace  to  the 
only  wounds  she  infliats.  She  atuiaka  us  only  br 
sea.  It  is  there  only  that  we  at  present  are  toI- 
nerable;  and  there  tnis  svres,  policy,  is  lo  sing  m 
to  sleep.  We  are  invited  to  surrender  the  ocea^ 
and  "  all  that  in  it  is."  without  one  feeble  afibtt  of 
defence.  We  are  adriscd  not  to  leeist  the  d»- 
mands  of  France,  though  called  upon  to  pay  har 
large  sums  of  money. 

Mr.  LifiMosTOM  interrupted  Mr.  Ali.cn,  and 
said  he  had  sat  still  a  long  Hbk,  and  heard  a  moat 
uncommon  strain  of  calumny  and  attacks ;  but 
this  was  too  serious  a  chuge  to  pass  imnoticadl 
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He  wished  Mr.  A. 
had  expressed  such 
heard  it. 

On  the  penalty  of  my  life,  said  Mr.  Allen,  I 
would  not,  in  this  place  and  on  this  occasion, 
falsely  state  the  argumeals  of  gentUmeD.  1  allude, 
air,  towhatwaa  said,  and  so  laboriously  supported, 
by  the  gentlemen  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Gal- 
LATiH.)  His  very  words  were,  "we  had  better 
suffer  the  French  to  go  on  with  their  depredations, 
than  to  take  any  step  which  may  lead  to  war." 
I  thought  1  had  so  often  repeatea  the  expression 
that  no  gentleman  could  be  ignorant  of  what  I 
alluded  to.  If  it  does  not  amount  to  what  1  have 
stated,  I  hope  I  will  be  pardoned.  But  it  seems 
impossible  to  put  the  sentiment  into  plainer  and 
more  explicit  language  than  that  in  which  the 
gentleman  himself  clothed  it. 

France  takes  our  ships,  condemns  them,  and 
treats  our  seamen  as  prisoners  of  war.  That  is, 
abe  shuts  them  up  in  her  jails.  We  complain  of 
hei  conduct,  and  demand  that  she  cease  her  out- 
nges,  and  make  us  satisfaction.  She  replies  that 
she  will  continue  these  captures  unless  we  pay 
kei  money;  and  the  gentleman  now  says,  "suffer 
her  to  go  OD."  To  refuse  compliance  would  be  or 
refuse  lo  suffer  her  to  coniinne  her  wrongs  to 
enforce  any  of  her  demands ;  that  is,  it  would  be 
to  stand  on  onr  defence  and  repd  her  attacks ; 
bat  the  gentleman  says,  "  suffer  her  to  go  on." 
This  1  call  advice  not  to  resist  her  demands.  Her 
demands,  taking  her  language  and  conduct  to- 

Stber,  are,  "pay  me  money,  or  let  me  take  your 
ips;"  for  neiifier  of  which  does  she  pretend  anv 
justification.  And  the  geoileraan  says,  "let  her 
take  your  ships."  Is  this  the  language  of  an  Ame- 
rican who  loves  his  country  1  No,  sir,  it  is  the 
language  of  a  foreign  agent  Genuine  Ameri- 
cans, sir,  disdain  such  languaze ;  they  love  their 
country  and  will  defend  it,  unless  the  art  of  these 
gentlemen  shall  paralyze  our  arm.  Gentlemen 
■ay  we  cannot  defend  ourselres;  we 

the  necessary  funds  to  maintain  a  w.._      .  . 

hare  houses,  farms^  and  cattle,  and  we  will  spend 
the  last  farthing.  We  have  spirits,  blood,  and 
bodies,  and  we  will  lay  them  in  the  field  of  battle 
tar  our  country.  Do  gentlemen  say  that  we  can- 
not defend  ourselves?  Sir,  this  is  a  language 
which  Americans  are  not  used  to  bear ;  they  will 
defend  the  rights,  the  honor,  the  independence  of 
tbeii  country  ■»  perish;  the  "diplomatic  skill  of 
France,  her  means,  and  her  party  in  this  country, 
notwithstanding. 

In  aid  of  this  argument  of  policy,  it  is  urged 
that  there  still  remains  some  chance,  some  hope  of 
preserving  peace  j  and  this  chance,  this  hope,  is 
attempted  to  be  made  a  basis  of  action.  I  wr-*- 
■ay  such  existed  on  which  a  single  operati 
«onld  be  built ;  but  I  discover  none.  The  gentle- 
-man  from  Virginia  (Mr.  NicaoLts)  told  us  yes- 
terday that  he  did  not  believe  the  present  state  of 
things  could  long  exist,  that  peace  must  soon  take 
place  in  Etirope — on  which,  such  was  his  opinion 
of  France,  justice  would  be  done  us. 

Mr.  Nicholas  interrupted  Mr.  A.,  saying  he 
had  said  no  such  thing. 


Mr.  Allen  said  the  gentleman's  words  were, 
we  shall  be  restored  to  our  rights." 
Mr.  NicBOi^a  replied  that  he  meant  that  the 
Powers  at  wtir  would  then  cease  to  violate  our 

Mr.  Allen  continuedi  That  may  have  been 
the  gentleman's  idea,  but  hi»  words  naturally  im- 
irted  remuneration,  a  compensation  for  the  vio- 
tion  of  our  rights.  But,  sir,  as  the  gentlemaa 
mself  has  now  stated  bis  idea,  what  foundation 
there  for  it  7  I  do  not  understand  France  thai 
to  speak  for  herself.  1  understand  her  to  make 
her  pasaions  her  guide,  and  her  power  her  only 
rule ;  and  though,  while  she  is  engaged  in  eom- 
baiing  the  most  powerful  nation  m  Europe,  she 
cannot  wage  an  open  war  with  tis ;  yet  when  she 
has  brought  that  Power  to  her  feet,  she  reminds 
us  of  our  fate  by  the  meniiou  of  Venice,  and  other 
Powers  of  Europe,  which  have  been  obliged  to 
submit  to  her  dominion.  [Mr.  A.  read  another 
passage  from  the  despatches,  in  which  it  is  said, 
should  not  an  invasion  of  England  actually  lako 
place,  yet  the  alarm,  interruption  of  trade,  and 
the  expense  which  it  would  creatt  would  ulti- 
mately wear  them  out,  and  oblige  tnem  lo  make 
e.]  The  latter  1  fear  will  be  the  event.  1 
ve  they  will  not  conquer  that  country  by  at- 
tack ;  hut  tnere  is  too  much  reason  to  believe  they 
will  drive  it  to  an  ignominious  peace  by  the  long 
continued  conflict.  And  can  we  expect  that 
France,  when  she  has  made  peace  with  England, 
will  sit  down  in  quiet  and  cultivate  only  the  arte 
of  peace,  and  breathe  nothing  but  good  will  to 
men  7  When  she  has  humbled  the  only  power 
that  presents  a  formidable  front  and  terrible  aspect, 
is  she  to  set  about  the  introduction  of  thai  mil- 
lenium  of  peace  and  purity  of  which  we  have 
heard  so  many  fine  promises  and  poetical  predic- 
tions? On  the  contrary,  if  our  difficulties  are  not 
rettled  with  her  before  the  subjugation  of,  or  a 
peace  with  Great  Britain  takes  place,  and  by 
that  means  her  fleets  which  now  serve  us  as  a 
barrier,  are  withdrawn  from  the  contest,  they  will 
not  be  settled  at  all ;  and  if  the  course  lo  which 
we  are  invited  is  taken,  and  we  now  "  suffer"  her 
to  strip  us  of  our  ships  and  se&men,  we  shall  be 
incapable  of  defending  ourselves.  We  have  every 
thing  to  eipect  ^at  tnc  avarice,  the  ambition,  the 
malice,  and  the  power  of  France  can  inflict.  Sir. 
if  Great  Briiain  fall^  and  we  remain  a  dtvidea 
people,  I  look  fornoihing  but  bloodshed,  slaughter, 
pillage,  and  a  complete  subjection  to  France. 
How  can  we  prevent  iti  Nothing  else  can  be 
expected  while  gentlemen  continue  their  present 
line  of  conduct;  while  to  every  measure  of  de- 
fence the  expense  is  objected,  and  the  people  are 
told  they  cannot  pay  it ;  while  a  land  tax  is  held 
out  to  the  people  as  the  greatest  of  all  evils,  and 
by  these  and  every  possible  art  the  public  arm  ia 
paralyzed,  the  public  force  destroyed. 

Let  me  add,  as  no  contemptible  engine  in  thii 
business  of  sowing  discord,  dissension,  and  dis- 
trust of  the  Government,  a  vile  incendiary  paper 
published  in  this  city,  which  constantly  teema 
with  the  most  atrocious  abuse  of  all  the  measnrea 
of  the  Government,  and    its  admiuiurators.    A 
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flood  of  calamny  is  coostantly  poured  forth  against 
those  whom  ibe  people  have  chosen  as  the  guar- 
dians of  Ibe  nation.  The  privilege  of  fraalciuff 
Utters  is  abused  in  sending  this  paper  into  aU 
partsof  ihecouDtry  jaod  the  purest  characters  are, 
throngh  this  medium,  prostrated  and  laid  low  in  the 
view  of  the  people.  No  nation,  no  QoTernmenl 
was  ever  so  ioiulted.  In  another  country,  this 
printer  and  his  supporters  would  long  ago  nave 
found  ^fourthofSeptenUxr;  and  this  paper  is  well 
known  always  to  speak  the  sentiments  of,  aod 
to  be  supported  by,  certain  gentlemen  in  (bis 
Housn.  These^sir,  ate  the  fruits  of  "the  diplo- 
matic skill  of  France"— these  are  the  effects  of 
her  "means" — these  are  the  efforts  of  "her  party 
in  this  country."  I  am  aware  that  our  Govern- 
ment may  not  always^  on  ail  occasions,  have  act- 
ed with  the  most  perfect  wisdom;  what  Goveru- 
meat  ever  did?  we  are  not  perfect,  it  is  the  lot  of 
humaaity  to  err.  But  who  would  have  conducted 
oar  aSkirs  morewiseiyi  Will  gentlemen  never 
cease  their  reproachesl  The  gentleman  ftotn 
Pennsylvania,  not  many  days  since,  declared  that 
if  we  have  war  with  France,  it  will  be  owing  to 
the  publication  of  the  despatches  and  instructions^ 
I  wish  we  may  avoid  a  war,  if  possible — but  if 
we  do  not,  if  war  must  come,  I  cannot  believe 
it  will  be  produced  by  that  publication.  The 
publication  of  those  papers  is  acknowleged  by  the 
gentleman  to  be  an  innocent  act  in  itselt.  A 
proceeding  so  proper  and  so  honorable  cannot 
arawupon  us  hostility  aod  vengeance;  our  enemy 
needs  no  such  pretext,  bhe  scorns  it — she  finds  in 
her  ambition,  and  hei  lust  of  domination,  motives 
enoush  for  war.  T  desire  that  all  the  citizens  of 
the  United  States  should  learn  that  this  gentle- 
man has  said  ''the  publication  of  these  papers  will 
lead  France  to  maEe  war  on  us,"  and  lam  sure 
they  canoot  mistake  the  motives  to  the  declara- 
tion. It  is  not  the  language  of  patriotism  lo  say 
thai  the  publication  of  what  the  people  were  anx- 
ipusly  looking  for  aod  expecting  is  to  produce  a 
war.  The  language  of  every  man  who  loves  his 
country  ought  to  be,  "A  majority  bas  detennmed 
what  shall  be  dose,  and  we  will  support  it;  if  it 

fend  it."  But  it  was  not  an  error.  Such  is  not 
the  language  to  be  produced  by  the  "diplomatic 
skill  of  France."  I^at  tkUl  shows  itself  in  great 
apparent  moderation  and  candor,  but  wilt  slyly 
promote  principles  calculated  to  palsy  our  efforts 
and  defeat  all  the  exertions  for  the  protection  of 
our  country's  rights  and  independence.  Such 
things  will  be  practised  until  all  men  will  agree 
prefer  their  own  country  to  every  other.  But  [ 
believe  there  are  men  in  this  country,  in  this 
House,  whose  hatred  and  abhorrence  of  our  Qov- 
etnmenl  leads  tbem  to  prefer  another,  profligate 
and  ferocious  as  it  is. 

The  gentlemen  who  press  upon  us  these  two 
ideas,  viz:  ''we have  some  chance  of  peace;  and, 
an  European  peace  will  restore  to  us  out  rights," 
bave  heretofore  assumed  to  understand  the  tem- 
per, policy,  and  projects  of  the  French  Qovern- 
ment;  and  thereupon  have  claimed  authority  to 
direct  oui  afiairs  in  relation  to  France;  and  have 


bitterly  and  loudly  condemned  our  want  of  faith 
them.     Let  us  examine  the  grounds  of  theii 

aims — let  us  see  how  far  their  predictions  herO' 

ifore  have  been  verified. 
Genet  and  his  partisans  in  this  country  told 

I  France  did  not  wish  us  to  join  her  in  the  war. 
A  few  months  after  this,  he  pulled  his  instructions 
from  his  pocket,  and  tney  were  found  to  enjoin 
upon  him  to  employ  all  passible  means  to  draw 
us  into  the  war.  These  gentlemen  understood 
Great  Britain  too— they  /mew  she  would  not  treat 
with  us  at  all,  much  less  on  any  terms  of  recipro- 
city. When  that  treaty  was  made  and  radned, 
they  so  clearly  saw  her  perBdy,  and  her  hypocrisy, 
they  were  certain  she  would  not  perform  on  bet 
part  those  stipulations  which  were  favorable  tQ 
they  knew  she  would  not  deliver  up  the 
ern  posts,  dbc.  Sir,  we  see  that  Power  per- 
forming her  engagements  with  a  religiously  good 
faith,  that  France  aod  her  ferocious  tyrants  never 

These  gentlemen  have  constantly  assured  ua 
that  all  the  robberies,  the  decrees  of  spoliation,  the 
violations  of  her  treaty  with  us,  her  embargoes, 
her  compulsorv  contracts  with  our  merchants  in 
her  ports,  and  ner  disregard  of  aU  her  contracts, 
were  measures  necessary  to  her  very  existence, 
that  they  were  the  result  of  "an  imperious  neces- 
sity i"  and  that  when  that  necessity  ceased,  when 
her  liberties  were  secured,  when  sne  had  repelled 
and  humbled  the  despots  of  Europe  who  weta 
leagued  against  her,  she  would  cease  her  out- 
rages, and  would  render  justice  to  alt  who  had 
suffered  by  her  wrongs.  Cet  the  gentlemen  hold 
up  their  heads,  and  declare  to  us  what  is  now  the 
case.  She  extends  and  increases  her  ravages; 
her  voracious  jaws  have  engulphed  all  that  has 
come  within  her  reach.  Sir,  I  will  remind  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Nicholas)  and 
the  gentlemen  who  then  acted  and  now  act  with 
him,  that  to  the  Answer  to  the  President's  Speech, 
at  the  session  last  Summer,  be  moved  an  amend- 
ment in  the  following  words,  viz:  "The  rejection 
of  our  Minister,  and  the  manner  of  dismissing 
him  from  the  territories  of  France,  have  excited 
our  warmest  sensibility ;  and,  if  followed  by  simi- 
lar measures,  and  a  refusal  of  all  negotiation  on 
the  subject  of  our  mutual  complaints,  will  put  an 
end  to  every  friendly  relation  between  the  two 
countries;  but  we  flatter  ourselves  that  the  Gov- 
ernment of  France  only  intended  to  suspend  the 
ordinary  diplomatic  intercourse,  and  to  bring  into 
operation  those  extraordinary  agencies  which  are 
in  common  use  between  nations,  and  which  are 
confined  in  their  attention  to  the  great  causes  of 
difference.  We  therefore  receive  with  the  utmost 
satisfaction  your  information  that  a  fresh  attempt 
at  negotiation  will  be  instituted;  and  we  expect 
with  confidence  that  a  mutual  spirit  of  concilia' 
tion,  and  a  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  United 
Stales  to  place  France  on  the  footing  of  other 
couDtriee,  by  removing  the  inequalities  which 
may  have  arisen  in  the  operation  of  our  respective 
treaties  with  them,  will  produce  an  accommoda- 
tion compatible  with  the  engagements,  rights, 
duties,  aod  honor  of  the  UnitedStates." 
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This  amendment  was  most  zealously  supported, 
and  the  debate  upon  it  occupied  this  House  n«ar 
three  weeks  at  the  extraotdiDary  session  last  Sum- 
mer. I  then  thought  it  ill-limed,  but  I  now  be- 
lieve it  was  a  fortunate  maiion^it  serves  as  a.  test 
by  which  to  try  these  gemlemeD.  The  plain  lan- 
guage of  it  was,  "We  will  make  another  attempt 
to  negotiate,  and  a  repetition  of  her  abuses  will 
convince  vi  that  we  cannot  hare  any  friendly 
■connexions  with  France."  Sir,  putting  an  end 
to  all  friendly  relations  betweeu  two  countries, 
I  understand  10  be  placing  them  in  a  state  of 
JtettUity.  I  kiiow  of  no  mongrel,  half-breed  state 
of  things,  after  such  an  end  is  put  to  our  relations 
with  a  foreign  nation;  it  is  war,  or  it  is  peace. 
The  citizens  of  one  hare  a  right  to  be  received 
io  the  ports  of  the  other  in  a  friendly  manner,  or 
they  have  not— if  they  have,  it  is  peace;  if  they 
have  not,  it  is  war.  The  President  has  made  a 
fresh  attempt  at  negotiation ;  he  has  sent  three 
Ministers  in  place  of  the  one,  to  beg  and  pray  for 
compromi^ng,  for  negotiation,  for  justice,  and 
tot  peace.  The  haughty  Directory  will  not  re- 
ceive them,  will  not  bear  jhem;  its  vile  agents 
insult  them  with  demands  of  enormous  sums. 
Sir,  France  not  only  will  not  negotiate,  but  she 
will  not  even  suspend  her  depredations  while  one 
of  onr  Envoys  can  return  home  to  procure  such 
powers  as  she  demands  to  be  given  them.  She 
admits  the  justice  of  our  complaints,  and  declares 
we  shall  submit  to  her  power.  The  event  on 
which  the  gentleman  counted  in  his  amendment 
has  happened,  but  he  now  warmly  contends  for 
■"  '  '    dly  reiatimu  between  tl 

_..  .  proved  the  Oovernmeni  of 

France  did  not  intend  only  to  suspend  the  ordina- 

3r  diplomatic  intercourse,  and  to  oring  into  eier- 
[>n  those  extraordinary  agencies.  We  have  re- 
sorted to  such  extreorainary  agencies ;  we  have 
sent  three  Envoys  Extiaordinsry.  Her  first  re- 
jection of  our  Minister  has  been  followed  by 
similar  measures,  and  a  refusal  of  all  negotiation, 
and  the  gentleman  now  vehemently  contends 
against  even  defence  and  reaigtarux! 

It  is  proved  that  the  gentleman's  "  confidence" 
in  the  success  of  this  "  fresh  attempt"  to  negotiate 
was  utterly  destitute  of  foundation ;  and  now 
again  he  says  "  there  is  some  chance  of  peace," 
and  "peace  in  Europe  will  restore  to  us  our 
righti."  By  this  time  I  think  the  gentleman 
'  should  hesitate  and  pause  a  little  before  he  pro- 
nounces any  more  creeds  on  the  subject  of  French 
jtntice,  French  honor,  French  moderation,  French 
magnanimiiy- 

The  gentleman  in  his  amendment  also  said: 
"  We  eannot  believe  that  any  serious  expectation 
c*n  be  entertained  of  withdrawing  the  support  of 
die  people  from  their  Constitutional  agents" — and 
now  she  boasts  of  "  her  means  and  her  party"  in 
America. 

Sir,  our  dangers  are  too  imminent,  too  awful, 
to  trifle  with ;  our  measures  must  be  prompt,  en- 
ergetic, and  decisive,  I  wish  the  genrleman  from 
.  PHmsrlvania  could  be  convinced  of  the  propriety 
of  withdrawing  his  motion,  and  of  the  necessity 


[Mr.  A.  read  from  the  despatches  a  part  of  Mr. 
T.^  address  to  our  Envoys.]  "  What,"  he  (Mr. 
Y.)  asked,  "  would  be  our  situation,  ifpeace  should 
be  made  with  England  before  our  differences  with 
France  could  be  accoramodateii  7"  This  is  a  sol- 
emn inquiry;  this  is  a  question  on  which  we 
should  well  consider ;  I  pray  the  gentlemen  who 
are  now  omKisiog  our  measures  to  make  the  an- 
swer, and  I  wish  the  light  of  a  Divine  revelation 
in  the  solution.  But  if  gentlemen  will  not  join 
us  heart  and  hand,  in  the  defence  of  our  rights 
and  our  independence,  T  do  trust  a  fervor  will 
kindle  and  spread  through  the  country  which  will 
compel  gentlemen  to  act  and  do  their  duty. 

T  nope,  sir,  the  committee  will  pardon  my  ar- 
dor on  ttis  Qccasion;  I  am  sure  a  majority  wilt. 
I  cannot  hear  the  threats  which  are  thrown  out 
against  us — I  cannot  hear  the  denunciations  of 
France  against  ray  country — and  sit  down  calmly 
tocalculatethe  pounds,  shillings,  and  pence,  whicn 
it  will  cost  to  defend  it.  1  do  hope,  sir,  the  fervor 
of  the  country,  if  nothing  else  can  aifcct  certain 
gentlemen,  will  oblige  this  House  to  proceed  im- 
mediately  in  such  measures  as  are  proper  for  our 
defence.  1  pray  Qod  this  may  speedily  be  the 
case,  or  we  ere  a  mined  and  devoted  people.  But 
while  I  see  such  motions  as  the  present  brought 
forward,  and  a  pure  American  (Mr.  Brent)  de- 
clare that  such  sentiments  as  we  heard  yesterday 
from  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  "would 
do  honor  to  the  head  and  heart  of  any  man,"  I 
despair  of  any  considerable  degree  of  unanimity 

Mr.  Allen  having  concluded — 

Mr.  Oria  said,  he  would  not  pretend  to  judge  of 
the  sincerity  of  MUtlemen  who  declared  them- 
selves ready  to  adopt  effectual  measures  for  the 
defence  of  the  country,  according  to  their  concep- 
tion of  that  object,  but  he  thought  their  construc- 
tion of  the  term,  '"^  defence  of  the  country,"  was 
extremely  limited  and  partial,  tf,  in  ordinary 
cases,  it  was  requisite  for  the  illustration  of  a 
question  to  agree  upon  the  definition  of  terms,  it 
WHS  still  more  important  on  the  present  O' 
When   the   gentleman   from    Pennsylva 


^le;  and,  when  he  considered  the  subject  i 
fence,  he  wished  that  it  might  be  such  a  defence 
as  would  embrace  the  whole  mass  of  the  citizens 
distributed  into  different  professions,  and  together 
constituting  what  he  called  the  country.  The 
soil  was  no  otherwise  deserving  of  protection  than 
as  it  formed  a  portion  of  the  property  of  the  citi- 
zens. It  was,  without  doubt,  the  principal  and 
most  valuable  portion  ;  but  there  were  other  kinds 
of  property  which,  for  the  same  reason,  had  also 
claims  to  protection.  The  ship  of  a  merchant  is 
not  leas  theproperty  of  the  country  than  the  house 
of  a  farmer.  The  sailor  who  ploughs  the  ocean 
is  not  less  a  citizen  than  the  husbandman  who 
ploughs  the  soil.  There  is  nothing  sacred  in  the 
soil,  distinct  from  the  people  who  inhabit  it. 
Many  extensive  tracts  of  the  soil  of  this  country — 
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sse^  trackleas  stranips;  and  howliD|r  des- 
erts— were  of  no  value  whalever ;  yet  ibey  he- 
long  to  the  people — they  are  a  part  of  our  public 
or  private  property,  which  no  mao  would  feel  au- 
thorized formally  to  abandon. 

Mr-  O.  would  agree  that  Bometimes  the  resour- 
ces of  a  coontry  would  not  be  found  equal  to  the 
protection  of  aft  the  citizens,  or  of  their  property. 
In  such  JDstBDces,  he  allowed  that  a  preferetice 
was  due  to  the  most  nnmerous  class  of  citizens, 
and  to  the  most  valnable  part  of  their  property,  if 
all  were  equally  exposed  to  dauger ;  but  when  a 
GoTernmenl  is  unable  to  extend  its  protection 
Id  tbe  whole  eommuDiiy,  it  is  sufficient  to  be 
■ilent  with  respect  to  that  part  of  it  which  ia  left 
defenceless  and  exposed.  It  is  an  aggravation  of 
the  misfortUDC  to  declare  this  imbecility  to  the 
world,  to  depress  the  spirits  of  your  own  citizeog, 
•  and  point  them  out  as  victims  for  your  enemies. 
In  the  bill  before  us,  it  is  sufficient  to  provide  such 
a  number  of  vessels  as  are  nearly  equal  to  the  de- 
fence of  the  coast,  without  saying  to  our  mer- 
chants, "Your  country  cannot  protect  you."  It, 
is  enoDgii  to  leave  them  to  take  care  of  them- 
selves, or  to  permit  the  Executive  to  allow  them 
convoy  or  not.  as  circnmstances  may  arise ;  but 
to  declare  to  the  merchants  of  the  United  Slates — 
to  fifty  thousand  seamen— to  the  mauulkcturers, 
tradesmen,  and  laboring  poor  dependent  on  them 
— in  explicit  terms,  that  they  are  abandoned  and 
expatriated ;  to  say,  in  the  monmful  language  of 
gentlemen,  "We  wish  to  God  we  could  protect 
yoti,  but  we  cannot  do  it ;"  to  pronounce  this  tre- 
mendous sentence  upon  a  number  of  persons, 
eqiul,  upon  a  moderate  computation,  to  the  in- 
habitants of  the  largest  State  in  the  Union,  would 
be  an  impolitic,  unjust,  and  dishonorable  insult. 

Let  us,  said  Mr.  O.,  Uy  this  principle  by  another 
test.  Great  sums  of  money  have  been  appropria- 
ted for  the  fortification  of  ports  and  harbors,  and 
for  the  defence  of  the  coast,  still  no  gentleman  be- 
lieves that  every  part  of  our  extensive  coast  is  ca- 
pable of  defence,  or  that  our  resources  will  enable 
us  to  fortify  all  our  ports  and  harbors.  But  have 
we  said  to  any  part  of  the  people  of  our  country, 
"It  wiD  be  too  expensive  to  protect  you?"  Or 
have  we  said  to  foreign  nations,  **  Look  here,  or 
there,  and  you  will  find  us  vulnerable  and  defence- 
less?" No.  The  means  of  ^fence  will  be  em- 
ployed and  apportioned  to  the  best  adrantagej  but, 
if  It  were  doubtftil  whether  Georgia  or  Maine 
could  be  put  into  a  posture  of  defence,  we  should 
hardly  declare  to  those  districts,  or  to  the  world, 
that  we  thought  them  untenable.  Yet  this  is  the 
amount  of  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania,  and  it  Is  in  this  view  of  it  he  was 
astonished  to  find  it  introduced.  He  had  often 
heard  &om  grnilemen  the  assertion  that  we  were 
not  able  to  protect  out  own  commerce,  and  that 
OUT  utmost  meanswere  equivalent  only  to  a  terri- 
torial defence.  He  would  not  comment  upon  the 
troth  or  policy' of  snch  remarks.  Hedidnothow- 
erer  expect  that  a  proclamation  of  them,  in  the 
form  ofthis  amendment,  would  have  been  offered 
for  the  sanction  of  the  House.  Yet  this  is  strictly 
(he  fact.     We  ate  invited  to  say  that  we  will 


guard  against  an  invasion  of  our  shores,  but  not 
against  the  wanton  and  unjust  attacks  of  our  pro- 
perty at  sea ;  that  we  will  defend  what  is  not  ex- 
posal to  danger,  and  desert  what  is  every  moment 
liable  lo  destruction.  If  this  system  is  to  be 
adopted  upon  the  eve  of  a  war,  we  may  as  well 
submit  at  once  to  the  proud  and  oppressive  nation, 
of  whose  conduct  we  complain. 

But  the  question  recurs:  Do  the  United  States 
possess  the  means  of  protecting  their  commerce? 
He  believed  that  no  country  was  oaiurally  more 
competent  to  afford  this  protection.  Our  country 
abounds  with  the  principal  materials  requisite  for 
building  a  Navy.  This  opinion  is  not  novel,  but 
has  received  the  sanction  of  great  men  and  wis« 
L^islatures.  Examine  the  Journals  of  Congress 
in  (he  year  1775,  It  will  there  appear  that  reso- 
lutions were  passed  for  buildii^  six  or  eight 
frigates  and  other  vessels  of  war;  and  at  tbe  close 
of  the  session  no  difficulty  appeared  in  providiitg 
the  ways  and  means.  ^^^  resolved  that  t^ 
money  should  be  provided  alter  having  decided 
that  the  expense  was  necessary.  Snch  was  the 
mode  of  doing  business  at  that  period,  such  ought 
to  be  the  mode  of  effecHng  it  now,  under  circum- 
stances beyood  comparison  more  auspicious — 
with  double  the  population,  an  immense  addition 
to  onr  mercantile  and  agricultural  capital,  and  « 
regular  Government.  It  is  true,  that  towards  the 
end  of  the  war,  the  Navy  of  the  United  Slates 
was  diminished  hf  captures,  but  not  before  it  had 
much  more  than  indemnified  tbe  Government  for 
the  cost  of  its  coDstniciion  and  maintenanee  by 
prizes.  So  firmly  persuaded  was  Congress  of  its 
utility,  that  in  the  year  1783,  immediately  after 
the  conclusion  of  peace,  upon  a  recent  view  and 
fair  estimate  of  the  gain  and  loss  of  a  Naval  Es- 
tablishment, a  renolutioQ  was  adopted  declariog  a 
respectable  marine  to  be  a  desirable  object,  and 
recommending  to  the  Slates  to  provide  funds  for 
its  aeeomplishmenL  In  the  Notes  on  Virginia 
fan  authority  he  vra*  fond  of  quoting)  the  expe- 
diency of  a  naval  armament  is  also  advocated. 
Besides,  sir,  said  he,  why  have  we  not  equal  ability 
to  build  and  maintain  a  Navy  with  the  States  of 
Denmark  or  Swedeu,  whose  population  and  re- 
sources are  inferior  to  ours?  Why  cannot  this 
country  provide  a  fleet  as  well  as  Peter  the  Great 
of  Russia,  at  a  time  when  his  people  were  just 
emerging  from  barbarism,  and  when  the  arts  were 
imperfectly  known  in  bis  conotry  ?  It  may  be  said, 
indeed,  that  this  was  achieved  by  the  force  of 
despotism ;  but  he  believed  that  the  force  of  pa- 
triotism could  effect  much  greater  miracles ;  that 
the  free  American  could  serve  his  country  more 
eflectually  than  the  Hussian  boor,  and  that  the 
impulse  of  liberty  was  a  greater  stitanlus  than 
the  lash  of  the  knout. 

But  it  was  objected  to  this  power  of  grantinc 
convoy,  that  this  employment  of  the  vessels  would 
be  a  cause  of  war.  [Mr.  Gallatin  said  he  did 
not  say  it  would  be  a  cause  of  vrar  but  that  it 
would  be  war.]  Mr.  O.  replied  that  lie  could  not 
conceive  that  any  act  perfectly  consistent  with 
the  laws  of  nations  and  a  state  of  netitralitf 
should  be  considered  as  actual  war ;  no  principfe 
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wu  more  indisputable  than  this  light  of  conrojr. 
It  had  been  denied  with  great  audaciir,  but  it 
could  not  be  doubted  by  any  man  moderately  coD' 
versant  with  the  law  of  nations,  or  who  had  read 
a  history  of  modern  Europe.  A  diffeience  had 
been  hinted  between  the  situation  of  tbe  northern 
Powers  of  Europe,  at  tbe  period  of  the  armed 
neutrality,  and  the  elate  of  tbiit  country ;  but  this 
light  had  been  exercised  prior  to  the  formation  of 
the  armed  aemrality,  and  bas  been  uniformly  a^ 
aerled  and  adopted  in  practice  during  the  present 
war.  On  Jhe  27th  of  March,  1794,  a  new  con- 
vention was  framed  between  Deamark  and  Swe- 
den, recognising  this  right  and  resolving  upon  a 
naval  force  to  maintain  it.  [He  read  this  con- 
vention.] In  the  same  year  we  find  that  a  de- 
mand was  preferred  by  these  Powers  to  the  British 
Qovernment  for  an  indemnity  for  theii  captured 
ships  and  property.  Ad  ample  compensation  was 
made,  yet  the  fleets  of  Sweden  and  Denmark 
were  not  equal  to  the  British  fleet;  but  the  equip- 
ment discovered  a  determination  to  defend  and 
vindicate  their  rights,  and  it  produced  its  effect. 
But  how  was  this  convoy,  Mr.  O.  aslted,  equiva- 
lent to  actual  war  1  Is  it -because  our  veEsefs  will 
not  submit  to  be  tearched  by  the  French  1  If 
this  be  deemed  by  geuilemen  equivalent  to  an  ac- 
tual state  of  war,  it  will  not  be  induced,  but  may 
be  prevented,  by  convoys;  for  under  present  cir- 
cumstances a  private  vessel  may  resist  tbe  attempt 
to  search  when  destitute  of  a  convoy.  Does  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  then  intend  that 
this  bill  will  amount  to  a  declaration  of  war  1 
That  cannot  be  pretended.  Or  will  it  afford  a 
pieiezt  for  war  T    It  is  loo  late  to  think  of  avoid- 


ing pretexts.    France  wants  no  pretexts,  she 
ODly  for  convenience.     She  threatened  to  ravage 
your  coasts ;  she  warned  you  of  the  fate  of  Ve- 


nice; the  feet  of  tbe  nation  are  raised  to  tramplt 
on  your  necks ;  their  bayonets  are  burnished  to 
plunge  into  your  bosoms.  The  warwith  England 
affords  her  sufficient  employment  at  present;  lei 
them  succeed  in  their  enterprise  against  ber,  and 
(hen  see  whether  you  will  escape  from  oppression 
and  war. 

Great  teliaoce  has  been  placed  upon  the  asser- 
tion that  the  late  decrees  of  tbe  Directory  affect 
only  «a  inconsiderable  and  disadvantageous  part 
of  our  commerce.  Our  carriage  of  British  goods 
and  our  direct  trade  with  the  British  dominions^ 
iti  which  branches  of  commerce  the  British  will 
exclude  us,  from  iheir  ability  to  convoy  and  to 
carry  at  a  cheaper  rale.  It  is  further  said  that  if 
we  remain  at  peace  our  trade  will  be  unmolested, 
except  in  the  cases  specified  in  those  decrees,  but 
that  a  rupture  with  France  will  deprive  us,  not 
only  of  her  trade,  but  of  that  of  all  the  nations  in 
alliance  with  her  or  under  ber  control.  He  won- 
dered greatly  thai  gentlemen  did  not  perceive  the 
simple  answer  to  these  objections.  In  all  those 
cases,  if  their  argumenU  were  just,  there  would 
be  no  occasion  lor  the  employment  of  conToy, 
and  the  vessels  would  either  not  be  purchased  or 
they  would  be  destined  to  some  other  use ;  to  de- 
fend the  coast,  or  to  protect  the  transportation  of 
our  troops  and  military  stores.    But  he  did  not 


believe  in  the  solidity  of  these  arguments.  France 
did  not  mean  to  permit  this  country  to  carry  on 
any  species  of  commerce  that  she  could  prevent ; 
no  genileroan  could  seriously  believe  that  she 
would  coofine  herself,  though  unjust  and  cruel  in 
a  high  degree,  to  ihe  letter  or  spirit  of  her  late  de- 
crees. We  have  authentic  intarmation  Ibat  she 
capiures  all  she  meets,  and  the  Arch  Bucanier 
of  the  West  Indies  has  published  an  edict  pur- 
porting that  nothing  roust  be  suffered  bj  escape; 
neither  was  it  to  be  imagined  that,  in  the  event 
of  war  with  a  nation,  we  should  be  shut  out  from 
tbe  ports  of  the  other  European  nations.  Of  the 
fifYy-one  millions  of  our  annual  exports,  a  moiety 
consists  of  the   produce  of  other  countries,  of  su- 

Sars,  teas,  coffee,  cotton,  and  other  ariides,  tbe 
emand  for  which  is  constant  and  must  be  sup- 
plied. This  supply  must  be  obtained  from  those 
countries  which  can  carry  cheapest.  At  present, 
for  this  reason,  it  is  principally  derived  from  this 
country.  It  is  a  monstrous  supposition  that 
France  should  acquire  such  an  ascendancy  in  Ei> 
rope  as  to  compel  Spain,  Holland,  the  Hanse- 
Towns,  Russia,  and  the  Italian  Stales,  to  fore- 
close our  commerce,  and  to  deprive  themselves  of 
the  advantages  of  pufchasiog  supplies  from  those 
who  can  furnish  them  with  the  best  advantage ; 
such  a  system  could  never  be  enforced  ;  all  those 
countries  would  be  interested  to  elude  it ;  the 
trade  that  was  interrupted  in  a  direct  course  would 
be  carried  on  circuilously ;  but  still  it  would  con- 
tinue, and,  if  protected,  would  flourish.  The  ef- 
fect, therefore,  of  denying  convoy  to  our  mer- 
chants will  be  to  destroy  this  great  and  benehcial 
carrying  trade;  to  transfer  its  emolnmenls  to 
other  nations;  to  annihilate  forty  mjllioos  worth 
of  shipping,  and  to  starve  or  banish  sixty  thou- 
sand sailors  and  their  families.  Upon  the  value 
of  our  lands  and  produce,  the  operation  of  thia 
amendment  would  be  highly  pernicious.  The 
farmers  hare  been  amused  with  the  idea  that  if 
our  own  vesseb  are  embargoed,  tbe  British  and 
neutral  ships  will  come  hither  for  their  produce, 
and  that  their  interest  will  not  suffer.  But  it 
should  be  remembered  that,  with  respect  to  the 
produce  of  our  country,  there  is  a  great  difference 
between  seeking  and  waiting  for  a  market.  It 
chiefly  consists  of  provisions  and  the  necessaries 
of  life,  with  whiclLnalure.ln  some  measure  pro- 
vides ail  countries*  As  the  seasons  vary ;  as  the 
harvest  is  more  or  less  abundant ;  the  demand  for 
this  produce  also  fluctuates,  and  one  nation  may 
acciaentally  possess  an  immense  surplus,  while 
another  is  threatened  with  famine.  The  enter- 
prise of  the  exporter  enables  him  to  discover  and 
avail  himself  of  such  circumstances,  and  when 
trade  is  free  the  amount  of  our  produce  will  be 
tbe  greatest  quantity  which  our  industry  can  rais^ 
but  when  exportation  is  restrained,  the  demand 
is  UDcerlaio  ;  the  merchant  will  not  risk  ihe  pur- 
chase of  great  quantities,  which  may  perish  on 
his  hand ;  and  an  immense  diminution  both  of 
quantity  and  value  is  the  unfailing  coosequence. 
Besides,  said  he,  admiitiog  that  other  nations 
should  send  vessels  sufficient  to  take  off  all  of  our 
produce,  they  must  provide  convoy* ;  they  wiU 
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not  Teainre  nnarmed ;  and  unless  your  produce 
eat)  be  bouglit  on  terms  ihat  will  defray  the  ex- 
pense of  anninff,  tbey  ffill  aai  come  at  all.  The 
question  thereioie  remains,  whose  convoy  will 
you  pay  for,  that  of  foreign  nations  or  that  of 
your  own  country  1  Honor  and  interenl  give  one 
anawer,  humiliation  and  meanness  another. 

It  has  been  asserted  within  these  walls  and 
echoed  throughout  this  continent  that  we  are  go- 
ing 10  war  in  support  of  British  manufactures, 
and  of  a  trade  the  balance  of  which  is  against  us. 
To  show  the  disadvantage  of  our  trade  with  Bri- 
tain, it  has  been  insisted  that  in  the  last  year 
France  has  taken  eleven  millions  of  our  exports 
and  Great  Britain  but  eight  millions  and  a  naif. 
But  he  would  assert  that  either  this  comparison 
of  our  exports  was  not  an  infallible  lest  of  the  ie~ 
lative  advantages  of  our  trade,  or,  if  it  be  so,  the 
tame  principle  taken  for  a  series  of  years  is  in 
faror  of  our  trade  with  Great  Britain.  In  the 
year  preceding  the  last,  our  exports  to  Great  Bri- 
tain were  twenty-three  millions;  to  France  ele- 
Ten  millions  only.  By  the  report  of  Mr.  JeSer- 
100,  in  1791.  formed  upon  a  view  of  our  commerce 
in  peaceable  times,  we  sent  to  Great  Britain  nine 
millions  anonally,  and  to  France  about  four  mit- 
Kons.  In  the  year  1785.  it  appears,  by  a  memo- 
rial  of  the  British  merchants  to  the  King,  that 
such  is  the  natural  tendency  of  our  export-trade 
in  favor  of  Great  Britain,  that  although  Germany 
and  Holland  wanted  aaonally  18,000  hogsheads 
of  tobacco,  ibev  could  obtain  but  5,000 ;  and  that 
gat  of  25,000  hotheads  for  which  the  French 
market  would  afiord  a  sale,  they  would  get  from 
lla  but  1,200.     The  rest  was  sent  to  Great  Briuin. 

Gentlemen  may  contend  thai  a  great  part  of  our 
exports  to  Britain  is  re-exported ;  but  the  quanti- 
ty thus  re-exported  ia  not  precisely  known,  nor 
can  it  conclude  against  (he  general  position.  The 
markets  of  other  countries  being  open,  we  should 
carry  these  exports  directly  thither,  if  it  were  not 
It  and  advantageous  to  permit  them  to 


remitted  in  exchange  for  merchandise,  whicl 
want,  and  cannot  obtain  on  eijtial  terms  from  othei 
countries,  or  as  a  fund  to  facilitate  our  negotiations 
and  commerce  in  other  parts  of  the  world,  it 
equally  results  that  this  bias  proceeds  from  that 
commercial  sagacity,  which  is  always  acute  ti 
discern,  and  active  to  pursue,  its  true  interest 

He  would  further  add  that  the  exports  of  thi 
last  year,  for  another  reason,  were  not  the  true 
criterion  of  trade.  Thedepredationsof  the  French 
corsairs  had  already  increased  to  a  degree,  which 
induced  many  to  clear  out  for  the  French  domin- 
ionc,  when  toe  actual  deatination  was  to  some 
other  country ;  and  of  the  nominal  eleven  mil- 
lions appearing  to  be  thus  cleared  out,  only  three 
millioiks  consisted  of  our  own  produce  or  manu- 
factures. 

Mr.  O.  said  that  he  would  not  take  the  wide 
noge  of  the  ^ntteman  from  Conneciieul,  (Mr. 
AtLBN,)  nor  give  the  same  scope  to  his  feelioca. 
Gentlemen  agreed  that  the  time  was  arrived  for 
placing  the  country  in  a  state  of  defence^  and  de- 
clared  themselves  ready  to  adopt  certain  meaa- 


for  this  purpose.  For  these  professions  he 
gave  themdue  credit,  but  their  measureaare  nolad- 
equate  to  the  object.  He  never  would  agree  to 
declare  that  this  country  could  not,  or  would  not, 
protect  its  commerce,  nor  assent  to  a  process  of 
outlawry  a^inst  all  the  merchants,  mechanics, 
aod  sailors,  in  the  United  Stales.  He  thought  it 
not  very  honorable  to  say  to  the  merchants,  "  pro- 
ceed in  your  commercial  projects,  and,  in  the 
event  of  your  sa'»:eas,we  expect  a  portion  of  your 
earnings  to  bestow  upon  tne  protection  of  the 
other  classes  of  the  community."  The  farmers 
of  (his  country  would  never  find  an  interest  iu 
holding  this  language,  and  they  had  too  much 
generosity  to  adopt  it,  From  the  nature  of  the 
landed  interest,  valuable  as  it  certainly  was,  and 

latituting  the  basis  of  all  riches,  it  could  not  be 

tended  inai  great  sums  could  be  drawn  from  il 
lui  sudden  emergencies.  If  loans  are  wanted,  the 
merchants  are  able  and  willing  to  lend.  They 
cheerfully  support  a  great  share  of  the  public  hur- 
deas,  and  if  we  could  not  shelter  them  from  de> 
stroctioQ,  it  was  a  weakness  over  which  be  should 
mourn  in  silence,  but  which  he  would  never  ihinji 
it  politic  to  publish  to  the  world. 

Mr.  8.  Smith  wished  (o  have  risen  before  the 
gentleman  from  Connecticut,  (Mr.  Allen,)  to 
have  expressedasingle  sentiment,  with  tbehopeihat 
the  question  might  have  been  taken  without  fui^ 
ther  debate;  but  that  genlleman  bad  taken  suoh 
a  wide  deld  of  declamation  and  irritation,  that  he 
had  lost  all  hope  of  speedily  taking  the  question. 
He  was  of  opinion,  with  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  yesterday,  (Mr.  SiTaRBAvse,}  that 
this  was  a  time  in  which  they  ought  to  act,  and 
not  to  make  speeches.  The  observation  he  wished 
to  make  was,  that  we  have  already  a  Naral  Es- 
tablishment of  three  frigates  and  two  cutlers,  in 
the  law  providing  for  wbieh,  nothing  is  said  to  re- 
strict iheir  being  employed  as  convoys.  There 
was  a  clause  of  this  sort  introduced  into  the  bill, 
but  the  Senate  disagreed  to  it,  and  this  House  con- 
curred in  the  amendment.  It  would  be  an  extra- 
ordinary thins,  therefore,  to  prohibit  these  twelve 
vessels  from  neing  employed  as  c on voye,  while 
the  three  frigates  and  two  cutters  were  liaUe  to 
be  thus  employed.  There  would  he  a  eontradie- 
tion  between  tne  two  laws. 

Mr.  NioBOLAe  expected  that  when  the  gentle- 
man from  Connecticut  (Mr.  Allen)  rose  to-day, 
instead  of  giving  the  committee  new  instances  of 
passion,  instead  of  making  new  attacks,  as  no- 
foundedas  unjust  and  unreasonable,  be  would  have 
some  reason  for  the  heat  which  be  yesterday  die- 
covered.  But  the  committee  had  received  a  rea- 
son which  went  to  every  act  of  this  sort,  irtiieh 
at  be  taken  as  a  full  apology  for  his  conduct  of 
viz :  that  he  is  differently 


ieslerdav  and  to-day,  v 
armed  from  other  persi  ... 

not  under  his  control ;  and  that,  thereiore,  he  must 
not  be  expected  to  answer  for  them  like  other 
men.  He  should  not,  therefore,  have  taken  anv 
notice  of  them,  had  not  calumnies  been  introduced, 
which  would  extend  as  far,  and  if  unnoticed, 
might  inflict  wounds  as  deep,  as  if  scattered  by  a 
person  of  a  different  deaeription. 
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Mr.  N.  ackaowledged  he  was  neTei  more 
tonished,  than  he  was  yesterday,  at  the  real  or 
fected  indignatioD  and  anger  fihovn  on  accoi 
of  the  speech  of  ibe  geallemaa  fiom  PenDsly.^ 
nia,  and  which  he  touod,  by  the  speech  of  the 
yeDilemaQ  ftom  Coonecticui  to-day,  was  partly 
intended  for  himgelf;  because  he  did  suppose  more 
moderation  or  more  temper  could  not  have  been 
discovered  on  a  discussion  of  this  kiud,  ou  which 
subject,  it  was  known,  a  great  division  of  opinion 
existed.  The  member  from  Connecticut  charges 
gentlemen  wiib  having  always  been  opposed  to 
certain  measures ;  aad  could  be  suppose,  then,  that 
such  a  question  would  be  suffered  (o  pass  without 
notice?  Could  he  suppose genilemen would  sac- 
rifice their  opinions  in  silence  t  Or,  could  it  have 
been  ezpecied  that  they  ihouldhave  come  forward 
Bod  declared  that  they  had  heretofore  been  always 
mistaken  1  As  the  country  was  about  to  answer 
for  the  misconduct  of  its  Adminiiiralion,  could 
gentlemen  rationnUy  suppose  ihii  could  happen  ? 

If  the  gentleman  expected  abwlute  and  unlimit- 
ed submission  to  opinions  which  others  think  erro- 
neous, he  may  despair  of  ever  seeing  iL  He  trusted 
there  never  would  be  a  freeman  in  the  world 
fonnd,  who,  though  he  conforms  to  thi 

majority,  will  justify  it  against  his  own       

Wbat,  Mr.  N.  asked,  is  the  ground  of  di^rence 
between  gentlemen  on  the  present  occa: ' 
Have  we  not,  said  he,  concurred  with  gentli 
in  measures  of  defence,  and  did  we  not  canvass 
these  measures  on  the  ground  of  utility  ?  If  any 
objection  wtts  made  to  the  different  measures  pro- 
posed, it  was  as  to  their  propriety,  the  greatness  of 
expense,  or  the  ioefficacy  of  the  measvues  them- 
aelres.  And,  is  it  not  pardonable,  exclaimed  Mr. 
N^  that  where  I  see  a  measure  proposed  which 
cannot  be  useful,  but  which  must  plunge  the 
oountry  in  a  war,  thai  I  deplore  the  consequences 
of  such  an  event,  and  express  my  sentiments  on 
the  occasion  1  Upoa  a  review  of  the  conduct  of 
gentlemen  in  UiiabusincGs,  it  appeared  to  hina  that 
ihey  did  not  wish  the  people  to  think  upon  our 
present  situation,  but  to  keep  up  their  resentment 
utd  irritation,  and  prepare  them  for  taking  meas- 
ures which  they  themselves  seemed  detenniued  to 
take.  He  was  sorry  to  believe  this  was  the  case, 
but  in  his  mind  there  was  no  doubt  as  to  its  be- 

C^ould  it  have  been  believed,  that  after  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsvlrania  had  enumerated  so 
many  instances  in  which  be  should  deem  it  as  an 
unworthy  submission  to  give  way,  that  he  should 
have  been  immediately  afterwards  attacked,  and 
charged  with  a  disposition  to  surrender  the  inde- 

Cdence  of  the  country  1  Thai  gentleman  had 
n  groaiLy  caluminated,  and  he  could  not  dis- 
eorer  for  what,  except  gentlemen  found  that  tbeir 
own  political  conduct  would  not  bear  the  test  of 
examination. 

Oenllemen  have  said  that  the  independence  of 
tbfl  country  eonsitts  in  resisting  unjust  demands; 
tbKt  fou  must  defend  your  commerce  against  ag> 
gressioD,  or  your  honor  and  indepeaaence  are 
gone;  but  when  we  suffered  under  theaggiessions 
of  another  country  nothing  was  said  of  forfeiting 


our  honor  and  independence  if  we  did  not  resist. 
And  would  gentlemen  say  that  honor  and  inde- 
pendence were  of  such  a  nature  that  they  were  to 
bear  till  the  last  momeot  before  they  complain- 
ed 1  If  he  understood  anything  about  this  feeling, 
it  resisted  the  first  inroad  upon  right,  and  there 
was  as  much  toss  of  honor  in  suffering  an  en- 
croachment to  the  amount  of  a  shilling  as  ihere 
would  be  in  sufferiiu;  to  the  greatest  amount.  By 
submitting  to  search,  which  our  vessels  were  ol>- 
liged  to  do  by  the  laws  of  nations,  they  have  to 
submit  to  the  decision  of  a  foreign  tribunal ;  there- 
fore he  could  see  but  little  difference  between  sub- 
mitting to  the  laws  of  nations  and  submitting  to 
aggressions.  It  would  be  a  matter  of  interest 
merely.  Honor  and  independence  had  nothing  to 
do  with  it. 

Mr.  N.  said,  be  was  much  at  a  loss  in  following 
the  gentleman  from  Connecticut  through  his  long 
and  tedious  charges  against  himself,  and  othera 
who  generally  acted  with  him.  Many  of  them 
were  such  as  he  should  not  take  up  the  time  of 
the  committee  to  notice.  He,  as  well  aa  the  gen> 
tleman  from  Massachusetts  who  followed  hin^ 
relied  much  upon  the  declaration  which  he  baa 
made,  that  we  cannot  effectually  defend  our  com- 
merce. He  believed  this  to  be  the  truth,  and 
thongh  the  getitlrman  from  Massachusetts  for- 
mally denied  il  on  the  outset  of  his  arguments,  he 
afterwards  seemed  to  acknowledge  it.  [Mr-  Otm 
said,  he  declared  in  the  most  unequivocal  term* 
that  we  are  equal  to  the  protection  of  our  com- 
merce,] The  gentleman  sUled,  that  to  declare 
our  weakness  was  to  invite  aggression;  but,  he 
asked,  what  would  be  the  consequence  of  holding 
out  protection  to  meo  whom  the  Government 
cannot  protect  7  To  do  so  would  certainly  invite 
enterprises  which  would  end  in  ruin.  Gentlemea 
say  no  country  ever  did  completely  defend  their 
commerce  ;  but  our  argument  in,  that  we  cannot 
defend  it  so  as  to  beof  any  serricejand  that  though 
might  attempt  it.  Great  Britain  would  have  a 
preference  on  account  of  her  superior  force,  and 
our  trade  would  fall  a  sacrifice  to  our  attempt. 

Upon  this  subject  he  was  called  upon  to  defend 
himself  iwainst  great  inconsistency,  and  against  a 
charge  of  a  loss  of  character  and  national  feeling 
from  what  he  fell  three  or  four  years  ago.  He 
was  staled  as  then  being  a  great  advocate  for  the 
carrying  trade;  but  did  not  the  gentleman  from 
Connecticut  see  that  it  was  a  mere  carrying  trade 
that  was  then  spoken  ofl  Those  agzresBious, 
which  ended  so  fatally  to  this  connlry,  had  gone 
on  to  a  considerable  extent  when  this  propoeiiioa 
was  made.  The  gentleman  had  stated  him  aa 
saying  that  the  matter  was  not  so  much  a  com- 
mercial as  a  political  grievance ;  and  the  inten- 
''  nn  of  the  measure  then  under  consideration  was 

force  Great  Britain  to  forbear  to  do  us  wrong. 
If  the  gentleman  examined  the  subject  more  01- 
vely,  he  would  find  that  the  same  line  of  con- 
duct governed  him  at  that  time  which  now  gov- 
erns him.  All  that  was  then  proposed  were  de- 
fensive operations,  and  the  gentlonan  was  obliged 
to  have. recourse  to  his  own  imagination  (o  make  ■ 
anything  else  of  them.    If  he  might  be  belier^ 
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be  nronid  declare  he  never  did  contemplate  a  sii- 
natioQ  in  which  he  ahould  hare  wished  to  hare 
gone  to  war  with  Great  Britain,  unless  she  in- 
vaded this  connlry. 

The  genlleman  from  Conneciicut  has  reiy  di- 
rectly charged  memben  of  this  House,  who  act  in 
Opposiiion  to  him,  with  aclins-  under  the  inflnence 
of  French  diplomatic  skill,  which  the  persons  de- 
nomioated  X  aad  Y,  in  the  late  despatches,  have 
qtoken  of.  He  was  perfectly  willing  that  that 
gentleman  should  eirenlale  every  opinion  of  this 
sort  which  he  pleased ;  he  was  not  afraid  of  thin 
■ort  of  calamity;  but  he  asked  that  genii eman, 
when  he  attended  to  all  the  information  given  by 
these  agents,  whelher  he  could  charpe  the  Gov- 
enunent  of  France  with  the  whole  of  it  1  Did  be 
suppose  that  Govemmeot,  or  any  other,  would 
anthorize  persons  to  inform  the  Ministers  of  a  fo- 
reign connlry  that  they  were  nnt  actuated  by 
[ninciples  of  justice,  and  that  the  present  slate  of 
things  coold  not  long  exist?  Had  not  insinua- 
tions similar  to  those  sow  made  by  the  gentleman 
from  Connecticut  been  heard  in  this  Houae  aU 
roost  as  often  as  geitlemen  apeak?  and  was  it 
improbable,  Mr.  N.  asked,  that  men  of  the  descrip- 
tion of  which  these  agenis  appear  to  be  shoold 
addreas  themselves  to  the  fears  which  they  sup- 
posed existed  of  a  factious  spirit  in  this  couatry  ? 
If  geailemen  in  this  House  are  sincere  in  what 
they  SLj,  they  have  long  held  such  an  opioion. 
The  gentleman  from  Couneciicut  himself  had 
this  momin^eharged  ererymember,  differing  from 
him  in  opinion,  with  a  devotedoess  to  France.  He 
believed  such  insinuations,  which  bad  for  a  long 
time  been  constantly  made,  had  in  this  case  been 
taken  advantage  of  by  these  agents.  If  there  ex- 
isted a  party  in  this  country  who  were  active  in 
furthering  the  views  of  France,  was  it  not  proba- 
ble, Mr.  N.  asked,  chat  some  one  persoii  would, 
before  now,  have  been  detected  ?  If  any  such  ex- 
isted, why  did  not  their  names  appear?  No  such 
thing  was  seen ;  and  he  would  confidently  say.  a 
detection  of  this  kind  never  would  be  made.  He 
knew  more  of  thecharacter  of  the  gentlemen  allud- 
ed to  than  those  gentlemen  who  made  the  insinua- 
tiooa  knew ;  and  he  was  certain  that  no  person  of 
his  acquaintance  bad  carried  on  any  correaiKuid- 
ence  with  that  country  since  our  dispute  with  it 
baa  become  of  a  serioos  nature. 

Bnt  gentlemen  say  that  those  apposed  to  them 
in  opinion  propose  to  submit.  Where  and  on 
whit  occasion  bad  this  been  proposed?  Do  we 
not, 'said  Mr.  N.,  expressly  declare  we  will  not 
submit?  And  has  it  not  been  acknowledged 
that  the  instructions  given  to  our  Ministers  were 
ample  anrf  proper,  and  that  everything  had  been 
done  that  ought  to  be  done  on  our  part  to  effect  a 
negotiation  1  How,  then,  could  it  be  said  that 
gentlemen  wished  to  submit,  because  they  declin- 
ed to  go  into  messnres  from  which  they  could  see 
no  advantage,  bnt  which  would  certainty  produce 
war  1  If  the  gentleman  from  Conneciicut  does 
believe^  as  he  states,  that  Great  Britain  is  in  im- 
minent danger,  and  thai  she  will  either  be  invad- 


he  good  policy 
at    presen'  ? 


forbear  ex- 
I    certainly 


connlry,  will  it 
ha  us  ling  ourse 
would;  for  if  w  ._.... 

ed,  they  would  not  only  be  ahorli 
ous.  He  did  not  believe  [he  time  would  ever 
come  when  th  is  country  would  submit  lo  the  will 
ofaforeign  Poweri  but  if  anything  could  forec 
us  into  such  a  situation,  it  would  be  premature  ex- 
ertion on  objects  beyond  our  reach. 

Mr.  N.  said,  be  was  charged  with  expressing 
hopes  of  peace  being  yet  preserved,  and  that  hie 
certainly  could  not  Delieve  in  the  hopes  he  ex- 
pressed. It  certainly^ must  be  allowed  Chat  before 
war  is  declared  a  better  hope  may  be  entertained 
vith  respect  to  peace  than  afCerwardt ;  and  he 
believed  that  if  we  could  escape  a  declaration  of 
war  until  the  war  in  Europe  is  closed,  we  might 
escape  it  altogether.  There  is  a  pouibility  that 
war  will  not  be  declared  againt  ns;  he  noped 
greater  objects — the  bringing  about  a  general 
peace — would  engage  the  allention  of  the  French, 
and  lake  it  off  irom  this  country.  And  if  this 
was  not  only  a  potsible,  but  a  reasonable  course  of 
ihiogs,  woDld  it  not  be  wise  to  forbear  measuiea 
of  war?    He  thoughtit  would. 

Bui  the  gentleman  from  Counecdcui  has  de- 
clared what  he  expected  from  those  who  differed 
from  him  in  opinion.  He  expected  that  whenever 
a  majority  proposed  a  measure,  the  minority 
ought  immediately,  and  without  discussion,  to 
agree  to  it,  without  anything  being  said  as  to  the 
expediency  of  the  measure  proposed.  [Mr.  Allbx 
satd  he  bad  expressly  slated  that  difference  of 
opinion  must  exist;  but  that  the  decisions  of  a 
majority  ought  always  to  be  abided  by.J  If  that 
was  the  gentleman's  expression,  then  his  clamor 
was  made  too  soon,  because  it  was  not  known, 
whilst  a  question  was  under  discussion,  what  waa 
the  will  of  a  majority.  Mr.  N.  did  not  believe 
that  whenever  that  gentlananeame  into  a  minor- 
ity that  he  would  show  a  greater  degree  of  sub- 
mission, excite  leas  clamor,  or  do  less  to  thwart 
the  measures  of  Government  than  be  and  hit 
friends  did. 
But  it  was  said  gentlemen  ought  not  to  speak 
'  our  means.  Was  it  supposed  they  were  metr 
baustible  1  And  if  they  were  not,  would  it  not  be 

Coper  to  inquire  into  the  tendency  of  measureti 
fore  they  are  gone  into?    No — this  will  not  be 
allowed,  and  when  gentlemen  do  it,  they  are 
branded  with  treason,  with  diabolical  intentions, 
and  with  a  desire  to  subjugate  this  country  to  the 
ill  of  another ! 

The  gentleman  had  alleged  against  him  that, 
at  the  last  session,  an  amendment  was  propoB- 
ed  by  bim  (Mr.  N.)  to  the  answer  to  the  Pre- 
lident's  Address,  which  pledged  the  country 
o  make  war.  He  believed  this  was  what  the 
gentleman  was  ready  for,  but  he  kept  bis  in- 
'  stions  in  the  back  ground.  The  present  quea- 
in  is  on  a  peace  measure,  and  it  is  objected 
beeaose  it  would  produce  war.  If  the  gentle- 
man thinks  the  time  is  come  when  we  ought  to 
war,  why  does  he  not  declare  it?  If  gentla- 


ed,  or  mined  by  other  means,  and  aftawards  that    men  meant  to  make  war,  they  ought  to  bring  fo^ 
the  French  will  go  serionaly  to  war  with  thie  [  ward  a  propoiitioa  fur  at  once  d»laring  it,  aifby 
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thR  CoDStftUtioD,  Congress  only  had  the  power  of 
doing  this ;  but  he  was  forry  to  be  obliged  to  be- 
lieve, ihougb  gentlemea  were  not  ready  for  this 
SuestioD,  it  was  iheir  desire  to  produce  war  in  a 
iffereni  way.  Rather  than  agree  to  a  measure 
which  would  certainly  lead  lo  war,  be  thought  it 
would  be  more  for  the  interest  of  the  country  to 
make  a  positive  aod  nnequirocal  declaratioo  of 
war  at  once. 

ThegeailemaiifromMa»achu9etts,(Mr.  Otis,) 
with  aa  art  which  ia  gready  practiseil  upon  in 
this  House,  (aod  which  he  wbb  sorry  to  see,  be- 
cause he  did  not  wish  the  peace  of  this  country  to 
be  thus  acted  upon,)  asked  whether^  after  being 
sQccessful  in  a  contest  with  one  nation,  we  were 

Erepared  to  crouch  to  another  t  Mr.  N.  said,  he 
ad  before  stated  that  this  question  does  not  at  all 


which  the  gentleman  alludes,  things  were  very 
difierent  from  what  they  are  at  present.  The 
country  was  invaded,  aubmission  was  dem.anded, 
and  an  armed  force  ready  to  enforce  it.  ft  was 
resisted,  and  the  issue  wa^  favorable,  and  he 
never  could  have  a  doubt,  that  if  this  country 
should  ever  be  called  to  a  similar  contest,  it  will 
hare  a  similar  issue. 

Sweden  and  Denmark,  it  was  said,  have  navies, 
Bnd  that  Russia  built  one  when  in  a  barbarous 
slate,  tboogh  they  had  far  less  means  to  rely  upon 
than  this  country.  When  the  subject  of  a  navy  was 
formerly  under  consideration,  Mr.  N.  said,  toe  ex- 
amples of  Sweden  and  Denmark  were  quoted,  and 
it  was  then  shown  that  the  whole  of  our  revenue 
would  not  support  in  this  country  a  navy  equal 
to  that  of  either  Denmark  or  Sweden,  the  expense 
would  be  so  diSerent  in  the  two  countries.  As 
to  Russia,  he  could  not  calculate  upon  the  differ- 
ence of  means  between  this  and  that  country  ;  but 
Peter  had  an  immense  number  of  people  whom 
lie  could  direct  at  his  will ;  but  here  everything 
that  is  done  in  this  or  any  other  way.  must  be 
dose  by  freemen,  who  will  be  well  paia  for  their 
Isbor.  The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  added, 
that  the  Vice  President  has  given  an  opinion  that 
this  country  is  equal  to  the  building  and  main- 
taining of  a  navy.  Mr.  N.  ad  vised  the  gentleman 
to  look  again  into  the  book  to  which  he  referred, 
and  he  would  find  that  the  revenue  which  the 
writer  supposed  would  be  equal  to  the  support  of 
a  navy,  we  hare  already  raised  and  applied  to 
other  objects.  It  is  appropriated  to  the  payment 
of  a  debt,  of  an  army,  of  a  civil  list,  and  of  a  di- 
plomatic establishment;  and  in  order  to  prove 
that  we  mav  create  and  support  a  navy,  it  must 
be  known  that  we  may  raise  a  revenue  twice  as 
large  as  what  we  now  have,  or  was  contemplated 
by  the  Vice  Presideot,  in  the  book  which  had 
been  quoted. 

As  to  the  right  of  convoying  our  trade,  Mr.  N. 
said,  he  never  had  denied  it.  Where  we  can  de- 
clare war,  we  can  convoy  our  ships.  The  nnly 
question  was  whether,  because  the  foreign  Power 
of  another  country  can  grant  convoys,  tlte  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  can  do  iti  With  r^ 
apect  to  the  effect  which  the  convoys  of  Denmark 
and  Sweden  had  prodaoed,  it  mud  appear  lo  have 


arisen  from  their  united  force  being  formidable, 
and  which,  if  their  convoys  had  not  been  re- 
spected, would  have  been  thrown  into  the  scale 
against  the  belligerent  Powers  which  would  have 
aiiaeked  them. 

But  it  was  said,  if  France  wished  to  declare 
war  against  us,  she  would  not  want  pretexts.  All 
thai  was  known  on  this  head  was,  that  France 
had  not  yet  thought  proper  to  declare  war,  and  it 
was  to  be  presumed  she  will  not  do  it.  But  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  could  not  suppose 
that,  any  more  than  other  Governments,  to  be 
free  from  pasjions,  and  if  we  determined  to  sink 
their  vessels,  and  put  lo  death  their  people,  it  may 
produce  a  different  effect. 

But  all  this  was  said  to  be  of  no  consequeaee ; 


because,  if  the  Briti 


r  trade,  c. 


voys  will  not  be  employed.  This  would,  Mr.  N. 
said,  be  a  new  kind  of  legislation,  to  go  into  a 
very  expensive  measure,  wiihont  inquiring  into 
the  use  of  ii,  because  the  President  will  be  at 
liberty  to  divert  it  to  some  other  object,  if  it 
should  not  be  wanted  for  the  purpose  for  which  it 
is  provided.  He  wished,  on  the  contrary,  to  in- 
quire into  the  usefulness  of  the  armament,  before 
he  agreed  to  it ;  and  if  there  was  not  great  pro^ 
bability  of  its  being  useful  as  a  convoy,  be  should 
wish  It  to  consist  of  a  less  number  of  vessels  for 
the  defence  of  our  coasts  and  rivets. 

The  gentleman  says,  we  shall  have  to  pay  the 
price  ot  convoys  to  annther  country,  if  we  do  not 

Srovide  them  for  ourselves.  This  ne  knew ;  and 
□m  the  best  information  he  could  get  on  the 
subject,  he  believed  we  should  have  to  do  this,  if 
the  measure  contemplated  was  gone  into. 

With  respect  to  the  amount  of  our  exports  to 
France  and  Oreat  Britain,  it  had  little  to  do  with 
the  present  question.  It  was  only  introduced  to 
show  the  probable  effect  of  our  being  shut  out  of 
French  ports,  in  consequence  of  a  war.  As  lo 
the  amount  of  the  exportations  from  this  country 
to  Great  Britain,  in  the  year  1786,  no  inference 
could  be  drawn  from  that  as  to  the  present  amount; 
because,  before  the  establishment  of  the  present 
Government,  Great  Britain  was  a  depot  for  most 
of  the  exported  produce  of  this  country  ;  but,  since 
that  period,  a  airect  trade  has  been  opened  to  all 
the  world  from  our  own  ports. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  had  also 
talked  about  submission,  and  seemed  to  suppose 
that,  since  (he  publication  of  the  late  despatches, 

Sentleman  were  to  come  forward  and  declare  they 
ad  heretofore  been  in  error.  [Mr.  Otis  said,  he 
had  never  any  idea  that  the  despatches  would 
change  any  opmion  of  gentlemen ;  he  was  glad, 
however,  to  find  himself  mistaken  in  part.]  It  was 
said,  nothing  could  save  us  but  union.  Are  we 
continually  to  be  abtised,  until  we  concur  in  every 
measure  which  certain  g«itlemen  bring  forward? 
Is  our  attachment  to  the  interests  of  the  country 
constantly  to  be  suspected,  until  we  conform  to  the 
wishes  of  these  gentlemen  1  Why  are  we  sent 
here  if  we  are  not  freely  to  exercise  our  opinions? 
If  a  tyranny  was  to  be  set  up  over  opinion ;  if  at- 
tempts were  made  to  influence  them  by  speaking 
of  the  passions  of  the  people,  be  begged  geotiemira 
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ion  was  worse  than  slavery 

gentleman  to  consider  of  what 
elatnor  could  be.  Have  we  aaything  but  their 
own  pTofessions  for  the  excess  of  patriotism  which 
gentlemen  teil  us  and  the  world,  thejr  possess  t 
And  have  those  who  differ  from  ihem  in  opinion 
less  reason  to  be  atrached  to  their  country,  than 
they  who  are  eontiDoally  chareing  them  with  a 
vrant  of  that  attachment  ?  Do  they  believe  (they 
do  not)  that  the  ioflueDce  of  another  country  has 
swead  from  one  end  of  ihe  continent  to  another? 
Whatever  influence  there  may  have  been  in  ibis 
eonntryin  &TOr  of  France,  it  has  been  merely  the 
influence  of  sentiment.  It  could  not  be  supposed 
she  had  the  power  to  bur  up  the  interest  of  a  large 

Crt  of  the  country.  The  ides  was  too  absurd  to 
entertained.  When,  said  Mr.  N,,  we  confess 
we  are  injured  by  that  cotmtry,  and  that  if  they 
make  an  attack  upon  ns,  we  will  fight  them  to  the 
last,  what  more  can  gentlemen  wish?  Why,then, 
■It  this  clamor  ?  He  feared  it  was  intended  to 
make  the  people  out-of-doora  believe,  what  gentle- 
men themselves  did  not,  that  there  was  a  party  in 
this  House  connected  with  the  French  Gtovern- 
ment,  and  determined  on  the  destruclion  of  their 

Mr,  N.  concluded  with  an  apology  for  having 
taken  uii  the  time  of  the  committee  in  noticing 
these  calumnies,  which  were  too  gross  tobe  imposed 
apoQ  the  most  creduloua;  but,  hcitiK  so  often  re- 
peated, he  thought   it  necessary  thus  to  notice 

Mr.  Dihjl. — Perhaps  many  gentlemen  of  the 
committee,  in  speaking  on  this  subject,  have  dis- 
played too  great  an  enthusiasm.  It  must  be  ad- 
mitted that  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
(Mr.  Oali.atin)  Dad  delivered  his  observations 
with  great  apparent  moderation,  yet  it  might  not 
be  any  easy  matter  to  answer  tnose  observations, 
without  seniiments  of  indignation.  An  American, 


may  yet  abhor  .._. _. 

submission  to  a  foreign  Power ;  and  when  gentli 
men  propose  a  course  to  be  taken  which  would 
ab«ndon  our  commerce  to  the  depredations  of  for* 
eigners,  and  thereby  destroy  it,  it  b  natural  that 
an  American  should  spurn  at  the  idea.  And  for 
this  reason',  the  moderation  with  which  ^enlle- 
meu  speak  of  measures  which  would  stain  our 
eoantry  with  infamy,  is  the  thing  which  excites 
indignation. 

The  present  question,  Mr.  D.  admitted,  ongbl  to 
be  eoDsideTed  with  calmness  and  moderation.  In 
the  view  he  meant  to  take  of  the  subject,  he  should 
endeavor  so  to  consider  it.  He  should  have  hesi- 
tated in  speaking  upon  it  at  all,  if  the  whole  dele- 
gation of  Connecticut  bad  occupied  sn  much  time 
of  the  House,  this  session,  as  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  alone  had  done. 

Mr.  D.  referred  to  the  late  despatches  of  our 
Ministers  in  France,  as  to  the  opinion  entertained 
in  France  relative  to  our  slate  of  union  and  ca- 
pacity of  defence.  Our  incapacity  for  defence 
was  drawn  from  the  want  of  union  in  our  coon- 
cila,  and  therefore  of  the  ability  to  call  forth  our 


resources.  France  believes  she  has  a  powerful 
party  in  this  country,  and  in  these  despatches  it 
appears  that  her  agents  have  been  guilty  of  amost 
infamous  slander,  in  saying  that  ihey  have  even 
supporters  in  this  House.  He  wished  lo  repel  the 
slander;  and  whilst  that  country  claims  every- 
thing, because  she  has  the  power  to  claim  it; 
whilst  she  plunders  us,  because  we  are  weak ; 
whibt  she  insults  us,  because  we  do  not  resent  the 
injury,  he  should  wish  lo  convince  France  and  her 
agents  of  their  folly  and  of  their  ignorance,  as  to 
the  state  of  the  country. 

France  is  as  prond  of  her  diplomatic  skill  as  of 
her  glorv  achieved  by  her  arms  ;  and  b^  whatever 
means  she  has  divided  the  people  of  this  country, 
whether  by  means  of  money,  or  by  artful  hypoth- 
eses in  favor  of  liberty;- whether  we  are  their 
'  dupes,  or  (heir  tools  purchased  with  money,  is  of 
little  copsequenee. 

This  being  the  opinion  held  in  France,  what 
then  will  be  the  effect  produced  by  a  number  of 
gentlemen  of  this  House  undertaking  to  oppose 
measures  of  renistance  against  the  depredations  of 
that  country  1  The  effect  certainly  will  be,  that 
the  French  will  conceive  their  opinions  well- 
founded,  however  upright  the  conduct  of  those 
gentlemen  may  be. 

Mr,  C.  said,  he  should  not  repeat  the  observa- 
tions of  his  coUeigne  on  this  subject ;  but  call  the 
attention  of  the  committee  to  the  exhibit  A,  in  the 
late  despatches,  which  mentions  the  application  of 
a  lady  to  General  Pihcknet.  [Mr.  D.  read  an 
extract  from  it  relative  to  the  loan  of  money  de- 
sired by  France  from  this  country.]  France,  Mr. 
D.  said,  did  not  propose  to  reduce  us  to  submission 
by  invading  oar  eoantry ;  the  only  plan  su^ested 
is  that  of  ravaging  our  coasts,  and  destroying  our 
commerce.  Ttie  conduct  of  the  French  Govern- 
ment showed,  he  thought,  that  something  might 
be  expected  from  a  firmness  in  the  decisions  of 
Congress ;  since  it  appears,  by  the  firmness  of  our 
Envoys,  the  terms  proposed  by  the  agents  of  that 
Ghvemment,  were,  in  some  degree,  relaxed,  and 
they  were  evidently  unwilling  the  Envoys  should 
leave  the  country  without  entering  upon  auv  ne- 
gotiation. It  was  in  this  view  (hat  he  ciinsidered 
a  declaration  that  we  would  not  resist^  as  an  en- 
couragement to  Aem  to  proceed  in  thetr  depreda- 
tions upon  us.  And  he  took  the  liberty  of  saying, 
that,  wnatevet  was  done  here  had  its  effect  in 
France.  He  bad  seen  the  observations  of  gentle- 
men opposed  to  the  measures  of  administration  of 
this  country,  in  the  publications  of  that  country. 
[Mr.  D.  read  a  quotation  from  a  speech  of  Mr. 
NicHOLAB  in  one  of  these  publications.]  These 
extracts  are  published  to  prove  to  the  people  of 
France,  (hat  the  people  ot  this  country  are  disaf- 
fected towards  their  Government;  and  that  we 
are  a  discontented,  divided,  and  contemptible  race. 
lu  justice  to  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  he  had 
heard  him  say  this  was  not  correctly  stated;  but 
he  quoted  it  to  show  that  gentlemen  ought  to  be 
careful  how  ihey  deliver  sentiments  which  ma^ 
be  used  so  greatly  to  the  disadvantage  of  their 

«  of  this  kind  pro- 
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duced  a  belief  iu  France  that  ibere  exists  a  divis- 
ioD  of  opioion  as  to  tbe  justice  of  our  cause,  if  lie 
were  in  ilie  situaiioa  of  those  gentlemen  who 
make  this  oppositioa,  be  sbould  teel  sorue  repug- 
nance io  resisting  anf  measure  which  had  the 
defenoeofthe  country  for  itsobiect.  If  be  stood 
in  so  obserrable  a  siiuation  as  to  be  considered  the 
cbieftHia  of  a  party,  be  should  feel  aome  appre- 
bensiOQ,  however  innocent  his  riews  and  inten- 
tions might  be,  lest  he  should  be  suspected  of  being 
influenced  by  improper  motives.  If  he  btood  in 
the  siiuatioH  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
(Mi.  Gali^tin)  he  ackaowledgeil  his  patriotism 
would  not  allow  him  to  oppose,  at  this  time,  a 
measure  intended  for  the  defence  of  our  country. 
Far  be  ii  from  him,  however,  to  censure  such  a 
conduct.  He  would  render  honor  to  that  patriot- 
ism, which,  he  owned,  he  did  not  himself  possess. 
The  question  before  the  committee,  Mr.  D.  said, 
was  one  of  the  highest  importance ;  forj  if  it  were 
carried,  it  would  be  the  means  of  annihilating  the 
whole  of  our  foreign  commerce  j  it  would  destroy 
the  princi^l  part  of  our  revenue ;  prostrate  our 
public  credit;  imjpoverish  and  ruin  our  merchants; 
and  would  irretrievably  lose  the  great  hody  of  our 
seamen.  This  was  the  question  upon  which  they 
were  now  about  to  decide ;  whether  we  shall  sub- 
mit to  a  complete  abandonment  of  our  commer- 
cial rights;  whether  onlv  our  territorial  rights 
shall  b«  protected,  or  whether  our  commercial 
citizens  have  not  a  claim  also  upon  the  protection 
of  Goverament?  Gentlemen  say  (hey  are  willing 
to  defend  our  commerce  according  to  our  means. 
And  what  are  our  means  1  We  bave  been  equally 
pillaged  by  all  ihe  world.  Gentlemen  will  cause 
respect  to  be  given  to  oar  flag  1  By  suffering  ii 
to  hare  the  honor  of  being  equally  insulted  by  all 
the  world !  They  say  ihey  feel  for  the  misfortunes 
of  seamen  ;  hut  they  will  not  do  a  single  tbinff 
for  their  relief.  The  gentleman  from  Pennsyf 
vania  refuses  public  protection  to  our  vessels,  and 
disallows  the  right  of  self-defence,  for  fear  our 
armed  vessels  should  commit  acts  which  would 
lead  to  war.  He  was,  therefore,  for  letting  things 
remain  as  they  are ;  and  the  present  situation  of 
things  he  dignifies  hy  the  name  of  peace.  And  is 
this  a  peace  which  is  valuable  7  He  had  supposed 
that  a  state  of  peace  was  a  state  in  which  the 
rights  of  nations  was  respected,  and  in  which  the 
voice  of  itu^tice  reigned.  But  what  is  the  peace 
spoken  oi  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  1 
It  is  a  stale  of  political  purgatory ;  a  state  of  cor- 
ruption and  distress,  in  which  a  foreign  Power 
does  with  us  what  it  pleases.  The  system  of  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  is  perfectly  passive; 
It  IS,  as  it  respects  naval  matters,  a  system  of  pas- 
sive obedience  and  non-resistance.    But  is  this  ~ 


culti- 

Out  present  state,  the  gentleman  from  Fennsyl- 
TBnia  says,  is  not  war,  and  he  undertakes  to  assert 
that,  to  aeiend  our  rights  against  lawless  attacks 
is  to  produce  war ;  so  that  we  are  never  to  defend 
our  property  but  upon  the  principle  of  war.  Has 
the  gentleman  to  learn  what  constitutes  a  princi- 
ple of  war  T    He  says  our  authorizing  convoys 


will  produce  war.  This  was  a  position  which  he 
could  not  admit.  When  a  declaration  of  war  ii 
authorized,  every  treaty  is  done  away,  and  it 
would  beiawful  to  seize  Frenchmen,  or  French 
property  anywhere.  But  would  the  authorizing 
of  convoys  introduce  a  stale  of  war  ?  Because,  u 
once  introduced,  it  cannot  be  terminated,  except 
by  a  treaty  of  peace.  If  our  convoys  produced  a 
war,  it  would  be  such  an  one  as  woula  require  no 
treaty  to  terminate  it.  Were  a  declaration  of  wu 
to  take  place,  a  man  who  went  from  this  country  - 
to  join  the  French  army,  would  be  a  traitor,  and 
a  man  who  correspooaed  with  any  person  a, 
France,  would  be  guilty  of  treason.  These  are 
essential  characters  of  war.  But  it  is  assumed  by 
one  of  the  most  respectable  writers  on  the  laws  n 
nations,  that  defence  is  not  hostility  ;  nor  do  mere 
reprisals  amount  to  war.  [Mr.  D.  read  an  extract 
from  Vatttl  in  canfirmstioa  of  ibis  opinion.]  But 
it  is  evident,  from  the  universal  law  of  nature^ 
thai  men  may  defend  themselves  against  violent 
and  lawless  attack.  This  principle  is  also  war- 
ranted by  municipal  law. 

Mr.  D.  said,  it  was  not  intended  that  we  should 
do  more  than  defend  ourselves.  It  was  not  con- 
templated either  to  authorize  reprisals  or  captures^ 
and  ne  called  upon  gentlemen  to  state  an  aulhoritT 
which  says  that  there  exists  any  right  of  searcn 
when  vessels  are  taken  under  convoy.  The  quea- 
tion  whether  a  vessel  has  enemy's,  or  coDtraband 
properly  on  board,  was  to  be  determined  by  some 
Government,  and  when  a  nation  takes  vessels 
under  convoy,  it  is  to  be  supposed  they  have  ex- 
amined to  see  that  there  is  nothing  improper  on 
board  ;  and  the  true  reason  why  merchantmea 
are  liable  to  be  searched,  is,  that  the  national  Gov- 
ernment doe*  not  say  anything  about  their  being 
laden  with  goods  not  liable  to  be  seized.  Tbo 
matter  is,  therefore,  referred  to  the  'Government 
to  whom  belongs  the  capturing  vesseL 

On  the  right  of  neutral  natioos  to  convoy  their 
vessels,  Ihere  could  be  no  doubt  He  referred  to 
the  armed  neutrality,  and  to  what  bad  been  said 
on  this  head  by  three  different  French  Ministera 
in  this  country.  Genet,  Fauchet,  and  Adet,  all 
complained  that  we  did  not  arm  to  protect  out 
trade,  and  because  we  did  not  do  it  iney  told  us 
we  abandoned  our  rights  as  a  neutral  nation. 

If  this  amendment  took  place,  Mr.  D.  appre- 
hended it  would  drive  40000  sailors  from  this 
country  into  the  service  of  the  British,  or  soma 
other  foreign  Power,  which  would  prove  a  loss 
which  ought  not  to  be  disregarded,  as  they  are  k 
deserving  and  suffering  set  of  men.  But,  accord- 
ins  to  the  doctrine  of  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania, if  a  cargo  was  seized,  the  owner,  and 
those  concerned,  ought  to  rejoice  that  the  vessel 
was  saved ;  if  the  vessel  were  taken,  that  the  sail- 
ors  were  saved ;  if  the  sailors  were  cast  into  pri- 
son, that  they  were  not  tortured  with  thumb* 
screws;  if  tortured  with  thumb-screws,  that  they 
were  not  starved  to  death ;  and  if  starved  to 
death,  that  they  were  relieved  from  the  pains  and 
troubles  of  mortality.  Indeed,  he  saw  no  limits 
to  the  Buboiisiioo  which  he  moposes.  He  does 
not,  it  ia  true,  say  that  we  ought  to  submit  to  an 
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kttack  on  land,  and  there  whs  ^ood  reason  for  it. 
He  knows  that  many  of  the  ciliieos  of  America 
have  arms  in  their  banda  ;  that  they  have  been 
trained  to  the  nae  of  them,  and  that  they  want  do 
comTnission  to  defend  ihemseives.  He  could  not 
Impose  submission,  therefore,  upon  them. 

Mr.  D.  then  took  a  view  of  the  amount  of  our 
exports  and  imports  to  different  countries,  in  order 
to  show  the  adTania§e  of  a  conroy  for  our  trade. 
The  late  French  decree  struck  at  all  our  East  In- 
dia trade^  as  oo  vessel  came  from  thence  without 
tome  article  of  Britfeh  manntetnrc  on  board,  and 
even  to  our  ressels  bonnd  to  the  French  domin- 
ions themsetres.  80  that  that  decree  will  go 
ataiif  to  annihilate  the  trade  of  ihfs  coUniiy. 

But  it  is  said,  this  conroy  ought  not  to  be  pro- 
vided, becBaae  the  expense  of  enecline  it  will  pro- 
doee  a  land  lax ;  but  if  it  were  considered,  that  if 


rojr  would  not  be  objected  to  on  this  ground. 
Especially  when  it  is  evident  that,  if  we  do  not 

Ey  the  expense  of  a  convoy  of  our  own,  we  shall 
re  to  pay  for  one  to  a  far  ' 


hare  to  pay  for 

ffenileman  from  Pennsylvania,  and  the  gentleman 


1  a  foreign  country.     The 

Kcuiiciuau  iiuui  I  cuusylvania,  and  the    ~  '' 

from  Virginia,  have  both  said  they  wi 
Bait.    But  what  does  this  dech 


Uoquish  her  jura 

930,000,000  for  I 
tiiink  that  France,  in  this  respect,  stood  upon  sO 
good  a  fooling  as  AlgieR,  because  he  did  not  know 
tbat  the  Dey  had  departed  from  his  agreement; 
but  we  have  not  the  same  security  with  France. 

But  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylranis  says,  il 
will  be  cheaper  to  submit  to  French  depredations 
than  to  undertake  our  defence.  He  thought,  bow- 
ever,  if  we  were  to  sabmit  at  all,  the  terms  which 
the  French  themselves  offered  would  be  much 
cheaper  than  those  of  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania. The  French  depredations,  it  was  sup- 
posed some  time  aro,  amounted  to  fifteen  mll- 
Itons — perhaps  equu  to  four  or  five  millions  a 
year.  The  French,  on  the  other  hand,  propose  a 
loan  of  t36,000000,  the  interest  of  which  would 
be  little  more  Iban  two  millions,  and  a  nation  so 
famed  ns  the  Dutch  for  adherence  to  their  en- 
gagements, would  certainly  pay  the  principal. 
Besides,  in  the  one  case,  we  should  be  at  liberty 
to  collect  the  money  in  any  manner  we  pleased  ; 
whilst,  in  the  other,  we  mnst  submit  to  be  robbed 
of  it  by  French  corsairs.  If  the  tribnie  were 
paid,  oar  merchants  would  know  Upon  what  to 
rely  ;  but,  in  the  other  case,  ihe  knoirledge  of  the 
hazard  would  be  more  oppressive  to  our  com- 
merce than  the  seizures  themselves.  The  reply 
of  gentlemen,  he  supposed,  would  be,  "  Take  the 
least  disadvantageous  terms."  But,  added  he,  I 
will  take  neither. 

It  being  past  three  o'clock,  a  motion  was  made 
for  ihe  committee  to  rise. 

This  was  oppased  by  Mes.srs.  HARpnn,  Brooks, 
Craik,  and  EfRWALL,  who  were  determined  to 
5th  CoH. — 48 


take  the  question  before  the  committee  rose,  if 
they  sat  till  midnight ;  for,  if  it  were  entered  upon 
again  on  Monday,  they  said  they  supposed  it 
would  occupy  another  week.  It  was  supported 
by  Messrs.  Livingston,  Find  let.  Brent,  Mc- 
Dowell, and  Macon.  They  complained  of  bfr 
deprived  of  an  opportunity  of  replying  to 
wEat  had  been  said,  and  of  being  coerced  into  a 
decision  on  a  question  upon  whlcn  depended  the 
peace  of  the  country  ;  that  there  would  be  no 
necessity  for  adjourning  till  Monday  ;  the  House 
could  meet  to-morrow,  and  no  time  would  be  lost. 
The  question  on  the  committee's  rising  was  put 
and  negatived — 47  to  39, 
It  having  been  determined  the  committee  would 
)t  rise, 

Mr.  Macon  proceeded  to  make  some  observa- 
tiona.  He  did  not  think,  that  in  case  of  war,  the 
loudest  talkers  here  would  be  amongst  the  first  to 
defend  their  country.  He  believed  thongh  others 
were  less  willing  10  plunge  ihe  country  in  war, 
they  would  be  found  more  ready  to  defend  it  in 
case  of  danger.  The  arguments  of  the  gentle- 
men from  Connecticut  and  Ma^sachnaeits  led  di- 
ecily  to  war ;  for  a  kind  of  JighHng  peace,  Mr. 
A.  said,  our  measures  would  be  too  strong,  and 
or  war  too  weak.  If  gentlemen  were  determined 
>n  war,  and  would  come  to  a  declaration  of  it  at 
ince,  he  should  know  what  to  do. 

Some  very  strange  charges  had  been  madi 
[gainst   gentlemen    desirous  of  preserving    the 

Gace  of  the  country  as  lon^  as  possible,  such  as  * 
ing  under  the  influence  or  the  French  Govem- 
1,  ft.c.,  but  if  these  charges  applied  to  the 
members  of  this  House,  they  would  also  apply  to 
(hose  who  sent  ihem;  and  could  so  strange  an 
absurdity  for  a  moment  be  countenanced,  as  that 
half  the  people  of  this  country  should  be  Ihufe 
influenced  1  II  could  not.  Whatever  a  majority 
did,  would  doubtless  be  abided  by ;  but,  in  the 
meau  lime,  it  was  certainly  proper  that  every 
man  should  express  his  free  and  unbiassed  opinion. 
These  charges  were  not  made  lo  have  an  influ- 
ence here,  but  out  of  doors,  where  the  characters 


gentleman  from  Connecticut  which  he  did  not 
understand,  viz :  by  the  information  which  he  re- 
ceived from  his  constituents,  he  believed  that  this 
House  would  be  compelled  to  act.  Mr.  M.  said 
he  was  not  sfiaid  of  any  compulsion  from  that 
quarter.  And  why  did  gentlemen  talk  of  com- 
pelling Congress  to  act  7  Was  this  proper?  If 
he  were  to  be  compelled  to  act.  of  what  use  *W 
it  for  his  constituents  to  send  him  there?  He 
would  assure  tbat  gentleman  he  would  not  be 
compelled  to  act. 

It  was  objected  against  gentlemen  that  thef 
spoke  of  ways  and  means.  He  considered  money 
as  the  sinews  of  all  our  exertions.  With  money 
we  could  do  everything  ;  we  could,  he  knew,  do 
a  great  deal  without  it ;  but  was  the  country  to 
be  led  blindfold  into  a  war  for  the  protection  of 
commerce,  without  speaking  of  the  expense? 

Gentlemen  were  continually  talking  of  French 
diplomatic  agency.    For  bis  part,  be  cared  not 
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for  these  cbarges.  He  oerer  knew  six  French- 
men ID  hia  life.  CoogreKs  bad  no  proorof  any 
■ueh  agency  ;  but  [hey  had  good  proof  of  the  di- 
plomauc  agency  of  another  country  ;  and  he 
wished  they  bad  a  rule  similar  to  one  which  is 
established  id  Englaod,  that  no  member  of  Con- 
gress should  visit  a  forci£;n  Minister. 

Certain  gentlemen  had  been  so  loug  ia  (he  habit 
of  acting  with  Urge  majorities,  that  when  the 
House  was  likely  to  be  nearly  divided  upon  a 
quesiioQ,  they  became  angry;  but  they  could  not 
(Uppoie  that  the  method  which  they  took  of  abus- 
ing the  agents  of  one  half  the  country,  and  con- 
•equently  the  people  of  that  part  of  the  country 
also  whom  the(  represented,  was  the  best  for  pro- 
ducing unanimiiy. 

At  one  time,  Mr.  M.  said,  it  was  stated  that  the 
whole  of  these  vessels  were  wanted  for  the  pro- 
tection of  that  part  of  the  coast  which  ia  not  for- 
tified ;  at  another,  for  coaroys.  If  ihey  were  em- 
[doyed  for  this  latter  purpose,  they  could  not  pro- 
tect the  coast.  Besides,  he  thought  the  idea  of 
convoying  the  trade  of  the  United  Slates  wa»  a 
fuciful  one,  and  could  not  be  carried  into  effect. 
He  hoped,  therefore,  that  the  motion  would  be 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  McDowell  wished  to  make  a  few  remarks 
00  what  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut  had 
said  respecting  the  conversation  of  £  and  Y,  as 
to  the  division  of  sentiment  which  existed  in  the 
United  States,  which  went  to  insinuate  that  some 
.  members  of  this  House  were  improperly  acted 
upon  by  French  diplomatic  skill. 

There  could  he  no  doubt  how  these  agents 
came  in  possession  of  such  opinions.  Ceitaiu 
gentlemen,  opposed  to  them  in  opinion,  have  fre- 

Juently  proscribed  one  faali  the  Union  on  this 
oor,  andithas  been  openly  declared  that  only 
men  of  a  certain  political  opinion  could  expect  to 
be  employed  by  Government.  As  to  diplomatic 
skill,  be  believed  no  country  exceeded  the  British 
in  their  knowledge  of  this  art ;  that  House  had 
proofs  of  its  having  been  carried  to  a  considerable 
iextent  in  this  country.  And  it  must  be  acknowl- 
edged that  Great  Britain  has  a  much  greater  in- 
fluence in  the  aeaporti  than  the  French,  by  rea- 
son of  their  eiteosive  commerce. 

The  gentleman  from  ConnECticat  had  spoken 
of  American  feelings;  and  said  that  foreigners 
could  not  possess  the  same  feelings  in  favor  of 
this  country  with  them.  There  were  members 
of  this  House.  Mr.  McD.  said,  who  were  not  born 
here,  who  had  given  the  stroogesi  proofs  of  their 
attachment  to  tnis  country,  by  having  been  en- 
gaged in  that  service  which  prodnced  the  inde- 
Eendence  of  the  country.  [Mr.  Dana  explained, 
y  saying  he  made  do  allusion  to  him,  as  he  knew 
he  took  an  active  part  in  the  tale  revolution.J 
Mr.  McD.  concluded,  by  saying  he  had  no  doubt 
gentlemen  who  were  so  loud  id  their  boaslings, 
would,  when  danger  appeared,  come  forvrard  to 
defend  their  couairy ;  but  be  believed  others,  who 
differed  in  opinion  from  them,  would  be  as  ready 
to  do  it  as  they.  He  hoped,  therefore,  gentlemen 
would  not  take  the  liberty  of  representing  others 
u  disinclined  to  lupport  every  measure  whicb 


they  tbiok  necessary  for  the  support  of  the  coun- 
try, so  as  not  only  to  irritate  members  themselves, 
but  tbepeople  whom  they  represent. 

Mr.  T.  Claiborne  said,  if  ever  there  was  a 
time  which  called  for  harmony  in  transacting  the 
business  of  the  Union,  it'  was  at  this  time.  He 
hoped  the  committee  would  rise.  To-morrow  be- 
ing Saturday,  the  House  could  sit  on  that  day, 
and  the  day  would  be  well  spent  in  a  further  dis- 
cussion of  this  question.  It  was  now  five  o'clock ; 
he  wished  to  rise. 

The  question  on  risingwasput  and  negatived — 
U  to  33. 

The  commitiee  having  determined  to  dit, 

Mr.  Gallatih  then  rose.  It  would  seem,  he 
said,  that  a  majority  of  this  committee  insist  upon 
taking  the  question  before  they  rise.  He  felt  rc- 
Inciance  at  troubtiog  them  again  at  this  late  hour ; 
yet,  after  what  had  passed  yesterday  and  to-day, 
it  could  hardly  be  supposed  that  he  should  give 
his  vote  without  making  a  few  observations  upon 
what  bad  taken  place. 

He  had  been  at  a  loss  to  know  whether  the 
warmth  displayed  yesterday  by  some  gentlemen 
led  by  the  amendment  itself,  or  by 


evaded,  but 

upon  which  no  reflection  of  this  kind  had  takea 
place  Nor  could  he,  upon  reflection,  and  still 
less  from  what  had  fallen  from  gentlemen  in  re- 
ply to  his  ohservalions,  find  that  there  was  aay 
thing  improper  in  the  manner  in  which  he  had 
supported  ihia  motion,      ft 

It  appeared  to  bim,  however,  from  the  general 
turn  oT  the  debate,  that  the  great  object  of  gen- 
tlemen was  to  compel  by  tear  those  who  differed 
from  them  in  opinioi),  lo  vote  as  ihey  pleased,  or 
at  least  to  oblige  them  to  give  silent  votes. 

He  was  justified  in  that  assertion  by  what  bad 
ftllen  from  themselves  to-day.  They  say,  that 
in  reading  the  late  despatches,  they  find  that  cer- 
tain unauthorized  agents  of  tlie  French  Govern- 
ment, in  unofficial  conversations  held  with  our 
Envoys,  expressed  an  opinion  that  there  was  a 
French  party  in  this  country,  who,  if  the  negotia- 
tion failed,  would  throw  the  blame  upon  the  En- 
voys. And,  said  Mr.  G.,  we  are  now  told  it  ia 
our  duty  to  show  that  we  do  not  approve  of  these 
sentiments,  in  other  words,  that  we  do  not  belong 
to  that  French  party.  And  how  is  this  to  M 
done?  By  voting  as  these  gentlemen  please,  and 
by  agreeing  lo  every  proposition,  however  exirav- 
agaDt,  which  ihey  may  choose  to  bring  forward- 
Nay,  one  of  the  members  from  Conueclicut  in- 
sisted that  gentlemen  ought  not  to  reprobate  or 
oppose  any  measure  of  Gavemment.  Meaning, 
he  supposed,  the  Exectiiive.  [Mr.  Allen  ex* 
plained  by  saying  that  he  had  said,  that  minori- 
ties oushl  always  to  acquiesce  in  the  determina- 
tions ofmajorilies.]  How  that  member  meant 
to  apply  such  an  ouervation  to  the  present  ques- 
tion before  it  was  decided,  he  could  not  tell.  The 
remark  which  he  alluded  to,  fell  from  him  in 
speaking  upon  what  he  (Mr.  G.)  had  said  with  re- 
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spect  to  the  publication  of  the  late  despatcbes. 
And  after  a  vote  had  been  carried  in  this  Honse 
b]r  a  majorily  of  more  than  three-fourths  againsi 
the  pubricetiou,  bad  he  not  a  right  to  gay  that  his 
hopes  of  peace  were  diminished  by  this  publica- 
tion 1  But  the  member  from  Conofcticut  had 
also  in  very  general  terms  declared  that  no  men 
who  were  not  devoted  to  Fraoce  ought,  in  the 
present  situation  of  things,  to  say  anything  which 
iniglit  reflect  upon  the  conduct  of  the  Adminislra- 
lion.  To  those  obserrations  coming  from  that 
qnaner  he  would  perhaps  hare  paid  no  aitenlion  ; 
but  tbe  geaEleman  from  Coonecticut  on  his  left 
(Mr.  Dah4}  also  stated,  that  the  opposition  of 
members  lo  the  present  motion,  would  encourage 
France  to  purtue  her  attacks  and  iusulis  upon  us ; 
that  she  knew  there  were  divisioas  in  this  coun- 
try, and  that  whether  the  people  were  the  tools  or 
dupes  of  France,  made  no  difference.  He  went 
on  to  show  that  the  speech  of  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  was  known  there,  and  that  therefore,  he 
(Mi.  G.)  and  others  ought  to  be  very  careful  of 
what  they  said.  He  went  farther,  and  said,  if  he 
(Mr.  D.)  were  in  his  (Mr.  G's)  place,  be  should 
not  hare  powessed  so  much  patriotism  as  to  have 
offered  any  opposition  to  the  present  measure,  for 
fear,  however  innocent  his  mteniioas  might  be, 
that  slanda-  might  attack  his  character ;  so  ihat  it 
is  only  necessary,  according  to  the  gentleman's 
doctrine,  to  spread  slander,  and  iheperHOn  atiicked 
must  be  compelled  to  acquiesce  in  any  measure 
that  shall  be  proposed  by  gentlemen  of  different 

Klilical  opinionB.  Did  that  gentleman  really 
:l  so  sensibly  the  voice  of  calumny  as  to  suffer 
U  lo  present  him  frocn  •Aoias  what  he  conceived 
to  be  his  duty,  lest  he  should  be  thought  by  the 
world  to  be  actuated  by  improper  motives  1  He 
wonld  not  give  credit  to  such  an  asseriioo ;  on  the 
eontrary.  he  must  think  that  that  gentleman,  con- 
scious of  his  innocence  and  inti^rtty,  would,  if  in 
his  [Jace,  act  precisely  as  he  himself  hod  done. 
He  would  despise  the  attacks  of  calumny,  and 
follow  that  line  of  duty  which  his  own  judgment 
told  him  was  right  and  proper. 

And,  indeed,  he  eonld  hardly  understand  how 
any  member  on  that  floor  coiud  suppose  that  it 
was  sufficient  to  shed  his  venom  on  tne  character 
of  another  member,  in  order  to  force  bim  to  be  si- 
lent. He  could  hardly  hare  believed  that  any 
member  would  have  supposed  those  gmtlemen 
who,  from  principle,  were  opposed  to  certain  mea- 
sures, and  him,  among  others,  so  destitute  of  forti- 
tude, ai  not  to  be  able  to  resist  unfonnded  slander 
snd  ragne  imputations,  so  weak  and  unprincipled 
as  to  abandon  his  real  opinion  on  acctumt  of  sug- 
gestions of  this  kind. 

The  question  before  the  committee  was,  whe- 
dier  the  power  of  granting  convoys  should  be  re- 
strained in  time  of  peace. 

'  The  bill  under  discussion  wa&  brought  forward 
•Towediv  foe  the  purposeof  protecting  commerce. 
tt  was  wjected  to  the  present  amendment  that  it 
went  to  the  annihilatinn  of  commerce,  merchants, 
wtlors,  and  revenue;  and  yet,  when  it  is  shown 
that  if  the  bill  passes  without  the  amendment, 
!e  will  be  in  a  worse  situ&tion  than  at  pre- 


sent, thai  a  war  will  be  more  prejudicial  to  com- 
merce than  even  the  present  state  of  things,  gen- 
tlemen forget  the  object  of  the  bill,  and  speak  of 
infamy,  and  of  ihe  absurdity  of  calculating  on 
pounds,  shillings,  and  pence,  on  a  question  of  de- 
fence, though  the  bill  itself  is  introduced  for  the 
express  purpose  of  protecting  pounds,  shillings,  and 

For  what  purpose,  said  Hr.  Q.,  was  this  bill 
brought  in  1  Was  it  for  ibe  protection  of  com- 
merce, or  for  the  purpose  of  prodocing  war?  His 
idea  was  that  it  was  intended  to  afford  protection 
to  commerce,  and  wishing  commerce  to  be  pro- 
tected, be  introduced  the  amendment  under  con- 
sideration, and  had  attempted  to  show  tbal  it 
would  answer  that  purnose.    He  had  considered 

on  the  ground  on  which  it  was  brought  in  as 

fair  subject  of  calculation. 

Mr.  Q.  said  he  went  upon  the  idea  that  when 
peace  shall  be  restored  in  Europe,  we  shall  be  re< 
stored  to  the  same  situation  in  which  we  were  be- 
fore the  war— DOt  that  he  expected  full  compen- 
sation to  be  made  to  our  merchants  for  their  lossea, 
but  tbal  in  other  respects  we  should  be  restored  to 
the  full  enjoyment  of  our  commercial  and  na- 
tional rights.  The eomnjitCee  had,  however,  been 
told  that  the  object  of  France  is,  after  the  conclu- 
sion of  the  European  war,  t<  '  ' 
our  country  in  blood,  if  not 
be  would  not  undertake  to  correct  those  wild  ideas. 
He  owned  he  had  himself  no  fears  of  actual  inva- 
sion or  subjugation;  but,  if  he  had,  what  would 
be  the  best  way  of  prBTenting  it  i  Are  we  to 
throw  ourselves  into  a  war  to  do  it?  Would  oui 
making  war  prevent  the  supposed  consequences 
of  war  1  Will  it  prevent  the  invasion  or  ruin  of 
Erigland,  Which  the  gentleman  seems  to  appre- 
hend? Will  it  increase  our  resources,  or  put  our 
revenue  upon  a  better  footing  than  at  present  ?  It 
certainly  would  not. 

But  a  gentleman  (Mr.  Dana)  had  insisted  ihat 
the  granting  of  convoys  will  not  produce  a  state 
of  war.  He  has  taken  a  position  peculiar  to  him- 
self, for  the  other  gentlemaa  who  opposed  this 
amendment,  spoke  of  our  present  state  as  a  state 
of  war.  The  gentleman  from  Massacbnsetts  called 
it  a  commercial  war.  The  gentleman  from  Con- 
(Mr.  Daka)  does  not  deny  that  the  o< 


but,  notwithstanding  that,  though  the 
ference  in  fact  between  fighting  and  war,  that 
gentleman  rests  his  argument  upon  certain  cir- 
cumstances belonging  to  a  state  of  war,  and  which 
will  not  attach  to  i  slate  of  fighting,  before 
war  is  actually  declared — such  as  that  ine  pro]>- 
rrty  of  Frenchmen  here,  and  of  American  citi- 
zens in  France,  would  not  be  liable  to  sequestra- 
tion, that  it  would  not  be  treason  for  Americans 
to  hold  a  correspondence  with  tbe  French  Gov- 
ernment. But  how  will  this  apply  to  tbe  present 
question  1  When  he  and  those  who  support  his 
motion  object  to  the  ^nling  of  convoys  as  lead- 
ing to  a  state  of  war,  it  is  because  it  will  produce 
a  worse  state  of  things  than  the  present;  and  will 
it  be  less  mischievous,  because  seqaestratioo  and 
treason  would  not  attach,  as  it  wonld  do  io  a 
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•Uteof  war?  If  tbegeDCleraaDirouldprorethat  tbe 
■late  which  would  be  produced  by  convoys  was 
BOt  as  bad  as  war,  he  snould  have  showa  ihat  it 
would  Doi  be  attended  with  the  evils  of  war,  aod 
■ot  havs  dwell  upon  mere  verbal  or  legal  disrinc- 
tioDS  between  the  two  states.  It  did  not  appear  to 
Um  to  be  any  great  source  of  contolation  to  gay, 
though  we  engage  in  hostility  which  will  make 
all  our  property  at  sea  liable  to  capture,  ya  our 
aitizens  toay  go  over  to  Franoe  or  hold  correipoiid' 
•nee  with  the  Preach  GovernmeDt,  without  being 
liable  to  puniihment.  His  opinion  was,  that  to 
produce  hostility  in  this  way  would  be  worse  than 
an  open  deeUratioq  of  war,  because  we  should 
■uffer  all  the  evils  of  war,  without  havinff  eitber 
the  power  of  puoishiag  iTaitors.  or  that  of  retali- 
ating, by  making  repniah  and  captures  in  our 
torn.  If  gentlemen  were  determined  upon  war, 
ikercfore,  ne  should  wish  them  to  proposesn  open 
declaration  of  il. 

The  f^tleman  from  Connecticut  drew  another 
distinction,  which  wati,  that  self  defence  was  not 
boitility.  Though  he  knew  the  laws  of  nations 
tpoke  of  a  discrimination  between  these  two  states, 
Iw  wonid  venture  to  say  that  it  was  a  distinction 
in  terms,  aod  not  in  fact.  That  gentleman  had 
■bo  rentarked,  ibal  to  grant  letters  of  marqae  and 
to  make  reprisals,  is  not  war,  but  an  intermediate 
■tale  between  peace  and  war.  It  was  true  that 
writers  on  the  laws  of  naiions  hare  made  dislinc- 
tioDB  of  this  kind ;  but  he  believed  the  goBileman 
could  point  to  no  instance  in  the  present  century, 
where  letters  of  marque  have  been  cranted,  in 
which  war  did  not  succeed  them.  War,  indeet), 
kas  commenced  sometimes  by  partial  hostilities, 
lomecimea  by  granting  tetters  of  marque,  some- 
times by  convoys,  sometimes  by  reprisals,  and 
•omctime*  by  takine  what  were  called  measures 
of  self-defence.  When  it  has  not  been  thought 
proper  to  come  to  open  war  at  once,  measures  of 
this  kind  have  been  carried  on  for  two  or  three 
ytars,  during  which  time  all  the  evils  of  war  have 
eziHled,  withont  its  being  actually  declared.  He 
did  not  wish  to  follow  this  coitrse. 

The  gentlemen  from  Conneoticut  .leemed  to 
rely  mta:h  upon  another  principle,  viz ;  that  ves- 
•ek,  when  under  convoy,  are  not  liaUe  to  be 
searched.  Now  he  called  upon  that  gentleman  to 
prove  hb  assertion  ;  to  prove  that  when  theOov- 
eniiBcnt  grants  a  convoy,  it  was  to  be  a  sofficieot 
pioof  that  the  vessels  under  its  care  had  no i bin g 
contraband  or  imprt^r  on  board.  He  denied  the 
pOoitKn  to  be  well  lounded.  And  in  every  case  of 
this  kind,  the  event  would  depend  on  the  strength 
of  the  convoy,  or  the  force  attacking  it.  Convoys 
in  time  of  war  have  never  been  respected,  except 
where  the  belligerent  Powers  apprehended  an 
open  rupture  with  the  neutral  Power  to  whom 
the  convoy  belonged. 

But  the  fact  was.  Mr.  Q.  said,  be  did  not  con- 
lider  it  very  important  what  was  the  law  of  na- 
tions oa  this  head,  becBUae  he  knew  that  the  pre- 
sent belligerent  Powers  had  wholly  disregarded 
both  the  Uws  of  nations  and  stipulations  t^  inor 
lies ;  that  France  had  prostrated  them  altogether, 
ad,  therefore,  given  us  jiutifiable  eaose  of  war ; 


and  the  question  was  in  fact  whether  we  think  it 
our  interest  to  declare  war  againut  her,  or  .not 
Gentlemen  on  both  sides  have  said  they  do  not 
wish  to  declare  war.    He,  therefore,  went  upon 


the  right  we  derive  from  the  laws  of  nationa, 
which  we  know  the  belligerent  Powers  do  not 
respect,  those  measures  will  as  certainly  produco 
war,  as  if  we  were  at  once  to  declare  it 

Why,  then,  said  Mr.  Q.,  will  those  genilemeD 
who  do  not  choose  to  come  forward  with  a  decla- 
ration of  war,  (though  they  are  witling  to  go  to 
war  without  this  deelaraiioo,)  tell  ns  we  mean  to 
submit  to  France  ;  that  we  have  not  the  spirit  of 
Americans ;  that  we  mean  to  inviia  furtoer  a^ 


gressioDs  from  that  country  1  We  might,  said  h<L 
retort  the  charge  upon  them,  and  say  tnev  wishea 
lo   involve  the  country   in  a  war;  at  tiie 


that  they  dare  not  declare  it,  although  thej' 
thereby  deprive  Amoica  of  any  advantages  to  b* 
derived  from  such  a  state. 

Mr.  G.  said  that  no  gentleman  had  attennHed  to 
account  for  that  ioconsitteocy,  and,  indeed;  thert 
were  many  other  tmaccountable  proceedings  on 
thepart  of  some  gentlemen  on  that  floor.  Whence^ 
for  instance,  the  prodigioos  clamor  on  the  subject 
of  the  late  despatches?  Gentlemen  goat  Urge 
into  all  the  unofficial  conversations  which  take 
place  between  our  Envoys  aod  certain  P^tsona 
who  are  said  to  have  been  amenta  of  the  French 
Minister,  and  they  then  insist  that  the  know- 
ledge of  those  cfHiversatJODS  must  necessarily 
(Change  our  opinions  in  relation  to  measures  to  be 
adopted.  But  he  would  say  that  the  reading  of 
these  despatches  had  added  only  one  circumaianoe 
to  the  knowledge  we  had  already-  of  the  iosolls 
and  injuries  eamnaitted  by  France  against  thn 
cooQiry,  which  was  that  they  want  mcKiey  from 
us.  ETeryihing  else  that  conld  have  any  efieet 
upon  their  deliberations,  was  as  well  known  be- 
fore the  arrival  of  those  despatches,  as  sinee;  fee 
it  would  not  be  said  that  because  certain  individa- 
als  in  the  Oovernmeot  of  Fiance  are  corropt,  or 
choose  to  say  there  are  parties  in  this  eoaatry,  or 
speak  disrespectfully  of  their  own  Qoveromeot, 
ttiBt  a  knowledge  of  these  circumsiances  could  ha *« 
any  serious  effect  upon  the  acts  of  Congress.  It 
was  true  these  despatches  had  produced  oneeffeM 
upon  their  deliberations.  Before  they  were  com- 
municated, a  resolution  was  under  discussion^  de- 
claring '•  that  under  the  present  situation  of  thmgt. 
it  is  not  eitpedient  to  resort  lo  war  asaioBt  Praace," 
which,  after  the  promulgation  of  these  despatchea, 
was  postponed  to  a  distant  day,  as  improper  fca 
further  discussion  at  this  lime ;  but  he  saw  noth- 
ing in  the  despatches  which  could  make  any  act 
necessary  that  was  not  necessary  before  they  were 
read  in  Congress.  For  if  war,  or  war  measnrea, 
or  measures  of  self-defence,  were  necessarv,  itwaa 
Dot  because  there  were  corrupt  individuals  in  the 
French  Government,  or  because  those  individuals 
or  that  GoTemmentwantedmoneyfromna.  They 
ask  money,  we  refuse  it ;  and  if  this  was  all,  then 
would  be  an  end  of  the  business.  But  the  trn* 
groiud  of  offence  on  the  part  of  France — the 
offence  which  gave  us  justifiable  cause  of  war,  if 
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we  thoDg-ht  it  for  our  interest  to  m^e  war,  and 
which,  Uierefore,  gave  as  right  to  lake  any  meaa- 
nres  howeTnleadiDgtoawsrwethoughl  proper — 
consisted  ia  reitetated  depredations  upon  our 
tnds,  and  in  the  refusal  of  reeeiTiog  or  treating 
with  our  Envoys,  eipresstf  sent  for  the  purpose 
of  negotiating  on  that  subject.  And  those  csp- 
tnres,  and  that  obstinate  refusal  for  a  period  of 
four  months,  were  known  to  us  before  the  des- 
patches were  communicated.  What  do,therefo[ 
the  despatches  amount  lol  To  disgrace  ceria 
indiriduala  in  the  Fmch  Government,  and  of 
course  that  Qorernment  itself,  to  a  certain  degree. 
And  whv  should  the  knowledge  of  that  fact 
change  tne  opinion  of  Caogress,  and  induce  them 
to  adopt  different  meacares?  Mr.  O.  thought  that 
the  gentlemen  who  eniected  so  great  effects  from 
those  papers,  grounded  their  expectations  upon  an 
fnoneonsideatiieyhadpreriouriycoaceiTed.  They 
hav«  supposed  that  gentlemen,  who  differed 
opinion  from  them,  have  all  along  acted  under 
inea  that  there  was  attached  to  the  French  Revo- 
lution, and  to  the  French  Oovemment,  a  superi 
degree  of  justice,  virtue,  and  purity;  and  havine 
once  established  this  idea  in  their  minds,  thev  will 
■oppose  that  a  discovery  of  a  corrupt  " 
Dumber  of  persons  in  France  will  prodi 
Intion  in  their  minds.  Supposing,  also,  that  Buch 
members  had  been  actuated  in  their  conduct,  not 
M>  much  by  wishes  for  the  good  of  this  conntrv,  as 
iy  a  blind  admiration  for  the  French  Repablie, 
they  naturally  conclude  that  a  discovery  of  cor- 
ruption in  the  councils  of  that  country  will  work 
a  wouderful  change  in  our  condoet  and  opinions. 
And  also  because  the  communication  of  the  in- 
structions to  oar  EoToys.  had  folly  convinced 
every  one  that  the  President  of  the  United  States 
had,  by  those  instructions,  made  concetsione  to 
the  fuU  extent  of  what  coald  be  made  by  this 
ccnntry.  it  is  now  expected  that  every  past  meas' 
■re  of  toe  Executive  shaU  be  approved,  and  every 
preposition  coming  from  that  quarter  shall  be 
suMmrled  by  the  very  gentlemen  who  may  here- 
to/ore  have  reprobated  some  of  those  measure!,  or 
opposed  some  of  those  propositions.  That  expect- 
ation— the  expectation  of  a  chan^  of  conduct  in 
those  gentlemen — arose  from  the  same  fallacious 
idea  that  because  some  gentlemen  have  less  con- 
fidence in  the  Executive  than  others,  that  want  of 
eonfidencee  has  heretefore  dictated 


of  some  of  the  argumeols  which  had  been  used  by 
the  gentleman  from  MassachuseRs,  (Mr.  Otis.) 
That  gentleman  had  staled  that  if  convoys  are  not 
granted,  war  will  be  as  likely  to  be  prodnce<M)y  the 
armiuf  of  merchant  vessels  as  by  convoys  j  asd 
thai  the  vessels  having  been  permitted  by  the 
Pre»dent  to  arm,  no  objection  ought  to  be  made 
to  the  employnent  of  public  vessels  as  convoys. 
He  would  juat  observe  that  another  gendeman 
was  mistaken  when  he  suppoBed  that  he  (Mr.  Q.) 
was  oi  opinion  that  merchant  vessels  had  not  a 
right  la  arm  by  the  custom  of  nations.  He  had 
no  doubt  that  titey  had  a  right,  and  that  it  was  ex-. 
«oised  by  neuinl  Powers ;  hot  this  diffictdty  anwe 


in  the  question,  when  it  was  lately  presented  to 
the  House,  viz ;  that  of  permitting  vess^  ro  arm, 
after  they  had  been  forbidden  by  the  President  to 
do  so  for  a  number  of  years.  The  right  had  he^ 
abandoned  by  that  restriction  and  the  acquiesenes 
of  the  LegisUture,  and  having  been  abandoned,  it 
made  a  great  change  of  the  ground  taken  at  ^« 
beginning  of  European  hostilities.  BuLwhalern 
act  of  hostility  might  be  produced  bv  the  arming 
of  these  vessels,  it  would  be  a  much  less  evil  Ihaa 
those  resulting  from  granting  of  convoys.  Tha 
difference  between  the  two  cases  must  be  obvioua. 
When  merchantmen  do  arm,  ihey,  like  any  indi- 
vidual who  may  carry  arm;,  are  answerable  foi 
the  abuse  of  those  arms,  and  Government  are  not] 
whereas,  Government  will  have  to  answer  for  tha 
conduct  of  commanders  of  public  vessels. 

But  the  gentleman  says  a  commercial  war 
already  exists.  Mr.  O.  said  he  did  not  mean  to 
dispute  about  words ;  but  if  he  called  the  preseitt 
a  state  of  commercial  war,  that  state  would  ba 
chan^d  by  the  granting  of  convoys.  Notwith* 
standing  all  the  losses  we  have  experienced  du- 
ring the  present  war.itwaiafact  that  our' tonnage 
and  exports  have  greatly  increased,  so  that  our 
lore  flourishing  state  thaa 
if  the  war.  Mr.  Q.  ^en 
looka  view  of  the  different  amonntsof  otir  loneaga 
at  different  periods,  and  proved  that  it  had  be«i 
increased  sixty  per  cent,  since  the  year  1702;  ao 
that  be  did  not  mink  our  aSairswere  so  desperate  - 
as  to  drive  us  into  a  war  to  retrieve  them.  Ha 
also  showed  that  the  tonnage  of  Great  Britain 
had  decreased,  in  consequence  of  the  war,  from 
206j000  tons,  which  it  was  in  1793,10  19600, 
which  it  was  when  the  lost  returns  were  mode. 

In  an  actual  state  of  war,  not  only  our  tonnage 
will  be  reduced,  but  every  evil  we  now  experi' 
enoe  will  be  increased  tenfold.  Not  only  our  rev 
eniK  will  be  cat  off,  but  our  inability  to  pay  at 
home  will  be  increased.  If  gentlemen  think  the 
question  of  revenue  is  a  question  which  ooghinol 
to  be  considered,  but  that  we  ought  to  go  forward 
without  coiksideriog  anything  as  to  our  ways  and 
mcaos,  can  they  deny  that  a  atate  of  war  will  not 
only  smk  our  revenue,  but  that  it  will  at  onoa 
affect  our  merchants,  our  seamen,  and  every  oikar  ■ 
descripticat  of  citiacus  1 

The  genUemen  from  Massachusetts  tells  ib« 
.  jmraitiee  that  though  we  preserve  the  present 
state  of  things,  France  will  not  permit  us  to  trade 
to  Holland,  Spain,  the  Italian  ]K>r.ti,  or  the  Haiiae 
towns;  and  that  she  will  continue  Id  capture  oar 
vessels  upoi  fresh  pretences.  If  that  gentleman 
does  believe  that,  unless  we  take  some  active  meft- 
snres,  France  will  not  permit  us  to  trade  with 
these  places,  but  that  she  will  add  to  aggreaaitHia 
Iteady  committed,  by  capturing  all  our  vessels, 
ben  we  must  declare  war.  It  is  possible,  perhapa 
probable,  that  this  event  may  take  place ;  but  they 
ought  to  act  upon  existiiig  circumstances,  and  not 
upon  conjecture  only,  But  the  ceniletBan  from 
Massachusetts  went  further,  and  said  tbat,  from 
the  nature  of  our  exports,  France  conld  not,  in 
time  of  war,  shut  the  ports  of  Spain,  Holland,  tha 
It^ian  ports,  aitd  the  Hansa  towns  i  so  thai,  ao> 
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eordiDK  to  hii  doctrine,  id  time  of  war,  we  should 
hare  a  better  chance  to  cany  our  produce  to  those 
coantries,  under  the  influence  of  France,  thao  at 
present.  [Mr.  Oris  explained.]  The  same  gen- 
tleman also  Slated  that,  if  our  trade  waslobecon- 
veyed  hy  British  ships,  the  expense  must  be  borne 
by  the  citizeQS  of  this  connrty ;  and  that,  there- 
fore, we  might  as  well  pay  our  own  convoys  in 
the  first  instance.  But,  he  would  ask  that  genile- 
man,  whether,  in  caie  of  wqr,  our  twelve  ships 
were  likelj  to  give  a  better  protection  to  commerce 
tfaaji  the  immense  Navy  of  Qreat  Britain  ?  and, 
whether,  therefore,  that  event  would  not  ren- 
<leT  British  convoys  still  more  necessary,  and 
(ive  to  the  British  shipping  the  most  decided  ad- 
Tantage  over  our  navigation  T 

But  it  was  stated,  that  he  and  those  who  voted 
with  him  were  willing  lo  defend  the  soil,  but 
would  gite  up  our  property  on  the  ocean.  He  was 


believed  that  the  present  state  of  things  was 
aa  war — was  war — he  would  immediately  aban- 
don his  aroendroenL  In  such  a  case,  he  would  do 
all  he  could  to  protect  our  trade  by  armed  vessels. 
In  I7T5,  Congress  gave  that  protection;  and,  in 
time  of  war,  he  should  be  ready  to  give  it ;  but  to 
grant  a  convoy,  in  the  present  stale  of  things, 

'  would  be,  in  his  opinion,  to  injure  iht  merchants 
and  sailors,  and  not  to  serve  them. 

Mr.  G.  then  apologized  for  the  manner  in  which 
he  bad  replied  to  the  observations  made  on  that 
day.  Compelled  to  sit  without  ioierruption  to  so 
Ute  an  hour,  (it  was  then  near  seven  o'clock.)  ex- 
hausied  as  his  faculties  must  be,  and  under  a  ne- 
cessity of  answering  immediately  the  speeches  of 
centlemen  who  had  occupied  the  whole  silting, 
he  had  it  not  in  his  power  to  arrange  his  argu- 
ments OS  he  might  have  wished,  bnt  be  could  only 
remark  on  the  observatiDos  of  those  gentlemen 
just  as  they  happened  to  occur  to  his  mind. 

Much  had  been  said,  on  the  motives  and  con- 
duct of  those  gentlemen  who  supported  the 
amendment.  Much  illiberal  and  unfounded  abuse 
had  been  heaped  upon  them,  and  particularly  upon 
him.  It  was  well  known  that,  having  never  con- 
ceived petsontl  abuse  as  a  fit  topic  for  this  House, 
at  as  a  ground  of  argument  anywhere,  he  had 
uniformly  treated  il  with  that  silent  contempt  it 
deserved.  So  far  as  il  related  to  those  vague  and 
general  imputations  which  had  been  made,  he 
woold  still  treat  them  in  that  manner,  he  would 
not  condescend 
charges  of  so  li 
once,  make  a  few  obsei 

.  where  the  member  to  hi  ^  -    ,    - 

ventured  lo  make  anything  like  a  specific  charge. 
In  ihe  first  place,  he  had  stated,  thai  a  number 
t^  members  of  Congress,  in  the  year  1794, 
willing  at  that  time  to  take  much  higher  ground 
than  at  present.  The  gentleman  from  .Vtrginia 
(Mr.  H&niBon)  was  charged  with  saying,  that  he 
had  no  hopes  from  negotiation,  and  toat  therefore 
it  was  necessary  to  adopt  measures  fbr  ourselves , 
and  from  the  manner  in  which  this  was  quoted,  it 
might  be  supposed  that  the  question 


spectto  obtaining  redress  for  captures,  and  thai 
Mr.  Maoibon  had  declared  that,  if  redress  could 
not  be  had  by  negotiation,  it  must  be  had  by  force. 
What,  said  he,  was  the  question  then  under  con- 
sideratioD?  It  was  a  question  of  commercial  reg- 
ulation, which  did  not  relate  to  any  infringement 
of  our  neutral  rights,  but  which  had  application 
altogether  to  a  state  of  peace.  The  British  hav- 
ing made  certain  commercial  regulations,  the 
question  then  debating  was  ooe  intended  ta  coun- 
teract the  effect  of  those  regulations.  And  itwai 
said,  that  no  hopes  were  entertained  that  by  nego- 
tiation Qreat  Britain  would  recede  from  the  steps 
she  had  taken,  and  that  therefore  the  only  way  to 
counteract  was  by  adopting  counter  regnlatioas 
ourselves.  And  the  fact  proved  that  thosegenile- 
men  wore  ri^hi ;  Great  Britain  had  not  receded ; 
and  the  Bnlish  Treaty  contained  stipuktiotw 
which  went  to  prevent  Congress  from  making,  in 
future,  any  such  regulations  aa  were  then  -pto- 
poted. 

Another  gentleman  fhim  Virginia  (Mr.  Nicho- 
LAsJ  was  charged  by  the  tame  gentleman  with 
having  thought  differently  with  respect  to  the  ad- 
vantages derived  by  this  country  from  the  carry- 
ing trad^  when  the  depredations  of  Great  Britain 
and  Algiers  were  under  consideration.  On  the 
contrary,  if  the  conduct  of  that  gentleman  was 
examined  it  would  be  found  that  he  was  alwavs 
apposed  to  measures  which  in  their  effects  might 
lead  to  war.  If  the  conduct  of  the  two  parties  in 
the  House  at  that  time  was  looked  into,  it  woald 
be  found  that  the  gentlemen  who  now  opposed 
war  against  France,  had  opposed  it  against  Eng- 
land at  that  time ;  that  they  had  adopted  onlysuch 
measures  as;  in  their  opinion,  would  induce  or 
compel  Great  Britain  to  change  her  conduct, 
without  the  necessity  of  recurring  to  war ;  suck 
as  a  suspension  of  commqcisl  intercourse;  but  at 
that  time  those  gentlemen  did  not  threaten  war. 
nor  were  they  in  favorof  provisional  armies,nava] 
armaments,  arming  merchantmen,  granting  con- 
voys, or  any  other  war  measure  wnatever. 

Tlie  member  from  Connecticut  had  also  repre- 
sented him  as  opposed  to  the  proclamation  t^nea- 
trality  of  the  President,  and  as  a  supporter  of  the 
measures  of  the  French  Minister,  Mr.  Genet. 

Mr.  Allgk  said  he  spoke  of  the  French  party 
in  this  country  being  always  opposed  to  it,  and 
not  him  in  particular. 

Mr.  Gallatin  said,  Mr.  Allen  might  now  un- 
say what  he  had  stated  yesterday.  But,  indeed, 
had  the  remark  only  fallen  from  bim,  he  did  not 
believe  that  be  would  have  noticed  it.  But  it  waa 
not  he  alone  who  had  referred  to  this  oppositioQ, 
The  gAtleman  from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Har- 
pbb)  had  entertained  the  House  for  some  time  on 
the  same  subject,  on  a  former  occasion,  and  insist- 
ed upon  it  that  the  same  gentlemen  who  wish  now 
to  preserve  peace,  when  we  had  a  dispute  with 
Great  Britain,  were  all  in  favor  of  war  :  and  with 
respect  to  the  proclamation  of  neutrality,  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina  asserted  that  thourh 
gentlemen  at  firat  were  violently  opposed  to  it, 
yet,  when  Congress  met  some  time  aflerwardK,  the 
people  having  in  the  meantime  shown  their  mppiXK 
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lution  of  the  measure,  they  dared  nol  express  iheir 
disapprobation  with  the  conduct  of  the  Executive. 
This  shows  that  neither  of  the  geDtlemeu  are  ac- 
quainied  with  the  facts,  because  the  public  records 
of  the  country  will  give  a  direct  conEradiciion  to 
their  assertions. 

In  1793,  when  M.  Genet  arrived  tn  thisconntry 
and  took  aucb  steps  as  went  to  an  infringement  of 
onr  neutral  rights,  and  the  President  issued  bis 
proclamation  of  neutrality,  the  first  public  body 
which  met  afYer  that  period  was  the  Legislature 
of  Pennsylvania,  (of  which  he  was  then  a  mem- 
ber,) and  he  must  be  permitted  to  say  that  this 
Leg^islature  was,  what  gentlemen  term,  a  very  Ja- 
eobinic  body.  No  better  proof,  he  supposed,  could 
be  giveoof  tbia  than  (hat  they  elected  him  (Mr. 
Q.)  a  Senator  of  the  United  Suies.  This  Leeis- 
lature  met  before  it  could  be  ascertained  what 
was  the  public  voice  j  and  the  first  thing  they  did 
was  to  preseot  an  address  to  the  Governor,  ex- 
pressing their  unanimous  approbation  of  the  con- 
duct ofihe  President  of  the  United  Stales,  with 
lespecttohis  proclamation  of  neutrality,  and  all 
the  other  steps  he  had  taken  in  support  of  that 
neutrality,  namely,  the  preventing  French  priva- 
teers from  being  fitted  out  in  our  ports,  and  the 
•eizare  and  restoration  of  prizes  made  by  those 
privaceeta.  He  would  add,  (hat  that  part  of  the 
address,  which  he  read,  was  drawn  by  himself. 
The  Qoveroor  of  Penasytvaoia  (whom  ^ntlemen 
will  also  doubtless  term  a  Jacobin)  fotiififd  Mud 
Idand  during  the  recess  of  the  Legislature,  in  order 
to  carry  into  effect  the  measures  of  the  Execative, 
borrowiQ^  monev  for  the  purpose  on  his  own  pri- 
vate credit,  and  the  same  Legislature  approved  his 
conduct  and  made  the  necessary  appropriations. 

•  Before  gentlemen  indulged  themselves  in  making 
diese  charges,  they  should  take  a  little  pains  to 
make  themselves  acquainted  with  facts,  for  he 
was  persuaded  thatlheir  prejudices  were  in  a  great 
denee  to  be  ascribed  to  tneir  want  of  information. 
As  to  the  general  charge  that  the  wish  of  those 
who  supported  the  amendment  was  (□  submit  to 
the  claims  of  the  French  Republic,  he  would 
say  that,  to  submit  to  those  claims,  or  to  recog- 
nise them,  would  be  degrading ;  but  that  to  suffer 
the  present  state  of  things  l&  continue,  was  a  (em- 

.porizing  measure,  dictated,  under  the  present  cir- 
cumstances, by  the  soundest  policy.  It  is  true, 
that  (he  aggressions  received  from  the  French, 
exceed  everything  which  has  taken  place  during 
Uie  course  of  the  war  ;  but,  on  the  other  hand, 
every  day  drawa  nearer  the  period  when  war 
must  have  an  end  in  Europe.  This  considera- 
tion, with  him.  outweighed  the  great  extent  of 
depredations  waich  might  otherwise  induce  him 
to  lake  adifferent  line  of  conduct.  If,  in  1793,  or 
1794,  depredations  had  been  made  to  their  pre- 
sent extent,  it  might  have  been  thought  better  to 
have  become  parties  in  the  war,  than  to  remain 
neutral.  We  were  justified  for  not  doing  so  at 
that  time,  from  the  depredations  being  more  con- 
fined. The  depredations  were  now  much  greater, 
but  the  period  tor  which  the  war  could  continue. 
had  become  much  shorter.  When  he  considered 
the  growing  resources  of  this  country,  which,  if 


we  can  escape  war,  will  every  day  improve;  whan 
he  considered  that  our  wealth  and  population 
were  increasing  beyond  calculation,  he  confessed 
it  was  with  great  reluctance  he  abandoned  the 
last  hope  of  preserviiig  peace.  He  considered 
that  the  event  of  war  must  be  the  loss  of  (hat 
property  which  they  were  proposing  to  protect ; 
(he  loss  of  our  commerce,  of  our  tonnage,  the  ruin 
of  our  merchants,  and  the  abandonment  of  our 
sailors.  The  natural  consequence  must  be  that 
(he  loss  of  our  revenue  must  be  supported  b^  heavy 
taxes  on  our  lands  and  internal  cunsumpdon,  and 
(he  expenses  of  the  war  must  be  supported  by 
loans,  borrowed  at  an  interest,  proportioned  to  the 
wants  of  the  country ;  so  Chat  our  debt  will  be  in- 
creased  in  proportion  to  our  efforts  to  protect  out 
commerce  id  time  of  war,  that  is  to  say,  in  pro- 
portion to  the  increase  of  our  navy,  the  effects  of 
which  would  be  felt  for  a  long  (ime  af(er  (he  war 
should  cease.  Taking  all  these  things  into  con- 
aideration,  he  would  rather  bear  the  captures  now 
made  of  our  property  ;  he  would  rather  see  a  total 
want  of  British  manufactures,  and  abandon  that 
part  of  our  trade,  than  take  measures  which  will 
not  only  be  war,  but  worse  than  war. 

Under  these  considerations  it  was,  that  he  pro- 
posed the  present  amendment;  if  it  was  not  car- 
ried, he  certainly  should  submit  (o  the  decisions 
of  a  majority.  It  would  remain  with  the  Presi- 
dent to  apply  the  force  as  he  shall  think  fit  \  but 
when  an  amendment  was  proposed,  the  object  of 
which  was  to  prevent  war,  he  uid  not  expect  to  be 
charged  with  wishing  to  submit  to  the  surrender 
of  the  independence  of  the  country.  If  he  had 
proposed  to  pay  the  money  which  the  agents  at 
the  French  Government  demanded,  or  to  rectw- 
nise  by  treaty  the  unjustifiable  violatious  of  the 
law  of  nations  made  by  that  country,  or  have  re- 
fused (o  have  taken  measures  for  our  defence,  there 
might  have  been  some  ground  for  the  charge.  In- 
deed, as  long  as  gentlemen  declined  proposing  a 
declaration  of  war,  they  had  no  right  to  make  the 
charge.  For,  while  no  such  proposiiion  was  made, 
he  and  those  who  supported  the  amendment  might 
retort  upon  gentlemen,  and  say,  ''  You  sav  France 
has  given  us  justifiable  cause  of  war,  and  yet  yon 
mean  to  submit,  and  will  not  declare  war." 

He  must  suppose,  therefore,  (hat  gendemi^n  op- 
posed this  amendment  because  they  did  not  be- 
Jieve  that,  to  employ  these  vessels  as  convoys, 
would  destroy  every  hope  of  peace.  He  acknow- 
ledged peace  was  not  altogether  in  our  [)Ower. 
France  might  declare  war  co-morrow,  or  give  an 
order  (o  seize  all  our  vessels;  but  so  longastthe 
fact  was  not  so,  it  cannot  be  denied  that  there  is 
some  hope  that  the  state  of  peace  may  not  be 
broken  ;  to  preserve  that  hope  be  urged  his  amend- 

Mr.  G.  concluded  with  saying  (hat,  notwith- 
standing all  the  violent  charges  and  personal 
abuse  which  had  been  made  against  him,  it  would 
produce  no  difference  in  hie  manner  of  acting; 
neither  prevent  him  from  speaking  against  any 
measure  which  he  thought  injurious  to  the  public 
interest,  nor,  on  the  other  hand,  inflame  his  mind 
so  as  to  induce  him  to  oppose  measures  which  he 
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might  here lofore  have  ihougbt  proper.  Neither 
9  ^ar  of  slander,  Dor  of  violent  attacks  in  that 
House,  nor  even  of  that  compulsion  threatened 
by  the  member  from  Connecticut,  should  ever 
produce  any  change   in  his  votes  or  in  bis  con- 

The  question  was  put  on  the  atneodmeDi,  and 

negatived— 49  10  34. 

The  question  on  the  sum  of  money  to  be  ap- 
propriated, coming  under  consideration, 

Mr.  S.  Smith  moved  to  strike  out  (950,00D, 
Vtd  to  insert  in  its  place  (1^00,000.  This  motion 
was  not  seconded,  and  the  motion  for  $950,000 
was  then  put.  and  carried. 

The  ameoilmeDt  for  strihing  out  sixteen  ves- 
sels, and  inserting  twelve,  being  under  considera- 
tion, 

Mr.  SiTOREAVEB  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  this  question,  which  were  ordered  to  be  taken. 

Mr.  LiviNOBTON  said,  he  should  be  in  favor  of 
tbe  largeit  number  of  vessels :  for,  thoueh  he  was 
decidedly  against  the  employment  of  mis  arma- 
Sient  as  convoys,  because  he  oelieved  such  an  em- 
ployment of  them  would  have  an  unavoidable 
tendency  not  only  to  involve  this  country  in  war 
with  France,  but  with  England,  and  alt  the  other 
belligerent  Powers,  and  because  no  instructions 
which  the  President  can  give  will  prevent  il.  Since 
this  was  the  case,  he  believed  twelve  vessels  would 
be  totally  iiutdequate  to  such  a  state  of  things. 
He  had  said,  it  was  the  unavoidable  tendency — 
for  what,  he  asked,  was  the  object  of  convoys? 
Gentlemen  say  they  are  to  be  used  to  resist  in- 
f^ingemenis  u^on  the  laws  of  nations,  or  of  trea- 
ties ;  and  if  this  was  to  be  the  use  of  them,  war 
must  doubtless  ensue ;  for  France  has  decreed  that 
vessels  shall  be  lawful  prize  in  cases  which  are 
contrary  to  the  laws  of  nations,  and  of  treaty  ; 
Great  Britain  has  done  the  same;  and  il  mtlst  be 
idlowed,  that  if  we  shall  have  to  engage  all  those 
Powers,  twelve  vessels  will  not  be  sufficient.  On 
the  contrary,  Congress  ought  now,  since  this  de- 
cision had  been  come  to,  (o  go  into  eSecCual  mea- 
Wres,  as  if  in  war,  for  he  considered  the  country 
now  in  a  stale  of  war ;  and  let  no  man  flatter  him- 
self that  the  vote  which  has  been  given  is  not  a 
declaration  of  war.  Gentlemen  know  that  this  is 
the  case;  and  now  they  have  concurred  in  plung- 
ing the  country  in  war,  they  ought  to  come  for- 
ward and  provide  the  means  for  our  defence ;  but 
he  did  not  wonder  that  they  tremble  and  faliei,' 
how  they  are  at  the  last  step  to  be  taken  ;  a  step 
which  iney  had  been  endeavoring  to  accom- 
plish for  many  years  past ;  a  war  with  France, 
which  they  bad  so  lon^  wished,  is  now  accom- 

Iilished;  at  a  period,  too,  when  we  are  likely  to  be 
eft  alone  to  sustain  the  shock,  when  almost  all 
the  Powers  of  Europe  have  fallen  under  bet  force, 
01  become  allies  ia  her  schemes.  We  ought  to 
concert  means  of  attack  ;  for  we  should  not  have 
to  wage  defensive  war  only,  but  offensive  war  also. 
Now,  said  Mr.  L.,  let  us  see  who  is  possessed  of 
American  feelings;  let  us  see  whether  those  who 
sail  members  cowards,  and  devoted  to  the  service 
gfanolher  country,  orlhose  so  calumniated,  pos- 
KM  the  truest  American  feeling.     As  to  these 


slanders  themselves,  he  should  always  treat  them 

as  they  merited  ;  he  considered  himself  as  digni- 
fied a  character  as  any  man  who  made  the  charge. 
The  SpEAKEB  called  Mr.  L.  to  order,  and  be  sat 


IS  glad  the  gentleman  from  New 


S:l,., 


support  the  decisions  of  a  majority,  and  that  thia 
flash  of  his  would  not  end  in  smoke.  If  the  dig- 
nity of  thisHouse  would  havepermitted  him  to  say 
so,  ne  should  have  said  the  gentleman  had  made 
a  very  silly  speech.  He  could  not  imagine  what 
had  given  rise  to  it,  except  that  the  gentleman 
found  himself  disappointed,  in  not  having  bees 
able  to  carry  the  amendment  which  bad  been  nega- 
tived.  As  to  the  sufficiency  of  this  force,  he  did 
not  believe  itwascontemplated  to  fight  France  and 
Great  Britain,  and  for  a  good  reason,  because  it 
was  not  necessary  to  fight  them  both. 

If  Great  Britain  shall  not  oiily  persevere  in  her 
present  measures,  but,  after  infringing  the  laws  of 
nations  and  of  treaties,  shall  follow  it  up  by  d^ 
crees  which  will  amount  to  a  general  confiscation 
of  out  trade,  and  instead  of  listening  lo  out  appli- 
cations to  gel  them  altered,  shall  drive  our  Minis- 
ter out  of  the  country,  he  siiould  then  be  ready  to 
go  to  war  with  Great  Britain.  At  present,  how- 
against  her,  though 


For  the 


forn 


._.j    .  ..    .  confine  our  views  to 

.  tlligerent  Powers  whose  injuries  all 
allowed  had  given  just  cause  of  war  to  this  coun- 
try. He  did  not  mean,  Mr.  H.  said,  to  prepare 
measures  for  offensive  war,  and  he  believed  what 
lh<' gentleman  had  said  on  this  subject  was  one 
of  those  puffs  which  were  introducea  for  no  other 
purpose  than  to  routid  off  a  period;  and  he  wai, 
astonished  that  any  gentleman  could  get  his  own 
consent  thus  to  impose  upon  himself. 

Mr.  SiTOBEAVES  said,  he  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays,  in  order  that  he  might  have  an  opportunity 
of  recording  his  dissent  to  the  reduction  of  the 
number  of  vessels  agreed  to  by  the  Senate.  He 
thought  it  an  improper  time  to  aeree  to  an  amend- 
ment of  ibis  kind  ;  be  did  not  think  it  proper,  at 
the  present  crisis,  to  show  symptoms  of  distrust, 
weakness,  or  timidity.  As  the  bill  proposed  sixteen 
vessels  when  il  came  from  the  Senate,  he  did  not 
wish  to  reduce  the  number  to  twelve  ;  especially' 
as  it  was  allowed  that  sixteen  vessels  would  not 
be  too  many,  and  the  only  reason  for  reducing  the 
number  was,  that  a  greater  number  could  not  be 
immediately  got  ready  in  the  recess  of  Congress  } 
but  having  no  doubt  that  if  sixteen  vessels  are  ne- 
cessary, the  President  would  be  able  to  proctire 
them,  he  should  be  against  conciurine  with  the 
ameadiueni  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  LiviHQSTON  was  proceeding  to  remark  upcH) 
what  had  fallen  from  tne  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina,  of  a  personal  nature,  when  the  Speaker 
called  to  order  and  he  took  his  seal. 

The  question  on  concurring  with  the  amend- 
ment reported  by  iheCommilteeof  the  Whole,  for 
striking  out  sixteen  and  inserting  twelve,  was  then 
taken  and  stood  yeas  forty-five,  nays  thirty-seven, 
as  follows  : 
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TiAi— Abiaiwni  Baldwin,  David  Ban),  Thonw 
Blount,  Rkbud  Brent,  Siapben  Bullock,  Deomij  Bur- 
n,  Thomu  CUiborot,  Wm.  Cturlw  Cole  CUiboma, 
Je^ua  Coll,  ThoouM  T.  Di,Tia,  Luco*  Ebieadotph, 
Dwight  Foaler,  John  Fowler,  Albeit  Gallatin,  Andnrer 
Gregg,  William  Barrj  Grave,  Robert  Goodloe  Uarper, 
Carter  B.  HairiaOD,  Jonathan  N.  Haven ■,.Ja*eph  Ueia- 
ter,  David  Holmes,  Walter  Sootn,  Matthew  Locke,  Sam- 
Del  Ljman,  Matthew  T.jon,  Naliianiel  MacoD,  William 
Matthewt,  Blur  McClenacban,  Joaepb  McDowell,  John 
Hilledgs,  Anthonf  7{ew,  Jonah  Parker,  John  Rud, 
William  Shepard,  Tompson  J.  SkisDer,  Samuel  Smith, 
Ptteg  Bpragua,  Richard  Stanford,  Tbomsa  Siuota-,  Tho- 
maa  TilllnghaM,  Ahrani  Trigg,  Joiui  Trigg,  PUHp  Van 
Oorllandt,  Joseph  B.  Vamum,  and  John  Williama, 

NiTa-^ohn  Allen,  Bailer  Baitlett,  David  Brooka, 
Chriatof^M  G.  Chunplin,  Jame*  Ooehran,  William 
Graik,  Samnel  W.  Dana,  John  Dawaon,  loba  Dannia, 
"niamaa  Bvana,  William  Findley,  Abiel  FoMar,  Jona- 
than  Freeman,  Nalhaotel  Frannan,  jun.,  Henrf  Glen, 
Channcaj'  Ooodrich,  William  Gordon,  Ko^er  Gnawold, 
Tkonaa  BaTtlfi7,  William  Hindman,  HeMklah  L.  Hoa- 
mer,  Jamea  H.  Imlsy,  Edward  Livingaton,  JamM  Ha- 
dkii,  I^wia  E.  Mania,  Uairiaon  G.  Otia,  Thomas  Pinck- 
n^,  Jobn  Batledge,  jr.,  Jamea  Sdiuraauin,  Samoel 
Sewall,  Samuel  Silgreavea,  ffathanUl  Smith,  George 
Thatcbet,  Bidiard  Tbonuus  MaA  Tbomaon,  John  £. 
?an  AlBO,  and  Peleg  Wadaworlh. 

Mr.  Qalutik  then  renewed  his  motion  for 
Umiline  the  use  of  these  vesaels,  which  was  decid- 
ed in  the  n^atiTe — yeaa  thirty-two,  najsfiflf,  aa 
fbtlowe : 

Y>A»— Abraham  Baldwin,  Da*id  Bard,  Thomaa 
Blount,  Eichanl  Brent,  Demae;  Bnigea,  Thomaa  Clai- 
borne, William  Chaiiea  Cob  CUiboDie,  Thoaiu  T. 
Davia,  Joba  Dairaon,  Lncaa  Elmandorfdi,  William 
Findlej,  John  Fowler,  Albert  Gallatin,  Andrew  Gregg, 
Carter  B.  Harriaon,  Jonatban  N.  Havena,  JoaapbHeta- 
tor,  David  Holmea, Walter  Jonea,  Edward  Livingatou, 
Mallbevr  Locke,  Matthew  Lyon,  Nathaniel  Macon, 
Blair  McCIenacbBO,  Anthony  New,  Tommon  J.  Skin- 
ner, Richard  Stanford,  Thomai  Sumter,  Abram  Trigg, 
John  Trigg,  Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  and  Joaeph  B. 
Vemnm> 

Ntra — John  Allen,  Bailey  Bartlatt,  David  Brot^ 
Stephen  Bnlloek,  Chriatopher  G.  ChampI'm,  James  Coeh- 
ran,  Joahoa  Crat,  Wm.  Craik,  Samnel  W.  Dana,  John 
Dennis,  Thomas  Erana,  Abie]  Foatei,  Dwi«ht  Foater, 
Jonathan  Freeman,  Nathaniel  Freeman,  jr.,  James  Gil- 
laapia,  Henry  Glen,  Channcey  Goodrida,  Wm.  Gordon, 
Boger  Griawi^  William  Barry  Grove,  Robert  Goodloe 
Hwper,  Thcnu*  Hartley,  Wm.  Hindman,  Hezekiah  L. 
Hoamer,  Jamas  H.  Imlay,  Samuel  Lyman,  Jamea  Ma- 
chir,  Wm.  Mathews,  John  Milledge,  Lewis  R.  Moirisi, 
Harrison  O.  Otia,  Josiah  Paiiier,  Thomas  Finckney, 
John  Rsed,  John  Rotledge,  Jr.,  Jama*  Schuremai),  Sam- 
nel  Sewall,  William  Shepard,  Samuel  Sitgreaves,  Na- 
thaniel Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Peleg  Sprague,  George 
Thatcher,  Richard  Thomas,  Mark  Thomson,  Thomaa 
TiUinghaat,  JohnE.  Van  Alan,  Peleg  Wadsworth,  and 
John  Williams. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  read  a  third 
time  on  Monday,  and  the  House  adjourned,  at  eight 
o'clock,  tilt  Monday  next. 

Monday,  April  33. 
The  Spiakbr  atleaJded  to-day,  and  took  the 
Chair. 


Mr.  D.  FoBTBR,  from  the  Committee  of  Claimi, 
reported  a  bill  lespectine  Loan  Office  final  settle? 
meot  certificates  and  inaents  of  iotereHt,  and  tha 
utkfimded  or  registered  debtscredited  od  the  hixA» 
of  the  TrMsnry,  which  was  commitMd  for 
Wednesday. 

The^ill  proTiding  an  additional  armament  for 
the  further  protection  of  the  trade  of  the  .United 
States,  and  for  other  purposes,  passed,  forty-two 
to  twenty-ai». 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  establishing  an  Ex- 
ecutive Department  to  be  denominated  the  Depart- 
ment of  the  Navy,  was  twice  read  and  committed 
for  to-morrow. 

The  House  severally  resolved  itself  into  Com- 
miiteea  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Reuben  SmiUt,  and  Nathan  Strong,  and  Pierre 
Aupoix,  and  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Obadiah 
Brown,  which  were  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  ba 
read  a  third  ti 


NATIONAL  AFFAIRS. 

Mr.  Vabhdm  pieseated  two  petitions,  one  from 
the  freeholders  and  others  of  Harvard,  and  the 
other  from  Lexington,  both  in  the  State  of  Massa- 
chusetts, against  the  aiming  of  merchant  vessels, 
expressing-  their  desires  for  a  contiauance  of  peace, 
and  that  every  possible  means  may.be  taken  to 
avert  so  great  an  evil  as  war  would  be  to  this 
country. 

Mr.  Imlay  presented  an  address  to  the  President 
and  both  Houses  of  Congress  from  Princeton. 
Kingston.  Montgomery,  ana  New  Windsor,  in  the 
Slate  of  New  Jersey,  approving  the  conduct  of  the 
Eieculive  in  our  negotiation  with  France  as  tem* 
pes'ate  and  wiae,  and  statiag  thai  they  have  seea 
with-disdain  the  infamoua  i^oposals  of  the  ageub 
of  France  towards  this  conotry  j  that  having 
broke  the  yoke  of  one  tyrant  they  wish  not  to  m 
dictated  to  by  another,  and  pledge  their  lives,  for- 
tunes, and  honor,  in  snjpport  of  the  OovernmeDt 
of  the  United  States,  either  against  foreign  ene-  ' 
mies,  or  domestic  traitors;  they  deprecate  war, 
but  they  believe  no  evil  can  befal  this  country  so 
great  as  that  of  becoming  dependntit  on  the  will 
of  a  foreign  nation:  they  trust  that  the  divisions 
which  have  heretofore  appeared  in  Congress,  and 
which  hare  given  ground,  in  their  opinion,  to  a 
foreign  Power  to  commit  the  injuries  upon  us 
which  they  have  do ae.  will  in  future  disappear, 
and  chat  unaoimity  will  prevail  for  taking  such 
measures  as  shall  secure  u*  against  the  attacks  of 
any  nation  whatever. 

This  address  and  the  foregoing  petitions  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
stale  of  Ibe  Union. 

STEPHEN  CANTRn,L. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  W.  C.  Claiboknb,  the  Houaa 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whtde  on 
the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  on  thepeiition 
of  Stephen  CanCrill  ;  and  the  report  and  papers 
accompanying  it  were  read.  The  report  was  a* 
fuUowB ; 

«  The  Secretary  of  War,  to  whom  was  rebrrad  the 
petition  of  Slaptmi  Cantrill,  laapeotfullj  reports :  Tl^t 
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the  wrvfce*  fbrnhiehilie  petitionei  praja  eompanulic 
to  himielf  and  «  eompanj  nliich  ha  comm&aded,  yre 
ptnforraed  in  the  month  of  Sntlember,  1791,  on  ttn  • 
ndition  coDdnclcd  b^ Major  J«iiiaiOre,into  theLower 
Cherokee  taanbj,  which  iuaed  in  the  deMruetion  of 
two  conntlerable   Indian  towns,  the  Running  Water 
•nd  Nickajaok,  the  killing  of  a  □ntober  of  Indiaiu,  and 
the  taking  about  twent;  priaoners. 

"  That  the  report  of  Major  Ore  to  QoTemor  Blount, 
dated  at  KnoiTille,  the  24th  September,  1794,  ahowi, 
that  this  eipeditioa  inarched  on  the  Tdi  of  die  a»in« 
month,  and  was  ordered  bj  General  Robertson,  of  Hero 
dbtricl. 

"  That  the  orders  of  General  Robertaon  for  this  pui- 

S Me  were  afterwanta  comiaunicated  by  himself  to  Gov. 
lonnt,  in  a  letter  dat«d  the  Sth  October,  1794,  detail- 
ing hia  reaaona  for  the  order. 

"  That  letters  ttora  Oovernor  Blonnt  to  the  Secretary 
of  War,  dated  the  3Sd  of  September,  and  Sd  of  Oeto- 
her,  1794,  as  well  as  the  cop;  of  an  order,  which  he 
•tBtea  to  have  been  the  laat  giyen  by  hin  to  General 
Robertson,  previaus  to  this  expedition,  evince  thai  the 
Governor  did  not  sanction  the 


"  That  the  Secretarf  of  War,  previon*  to  Major  Ore's 
•ipedition,  in  t  letter  to  Govemor  Blonnt,  Jated  the 
36th  Joly,  IT94,  strongly  diacoaraged  the  idea  of  de- 
stroying the  lower  towna  of  the  Cherokeea,  in  the  fol- 
lowing word*,  via :  '  With  respect  to  deatrojing  the 
lower  towna,  however  rigorous  such  a  measure  might 
be,  or  whatever  good  coDsequencea  might  result  from 
h,  I  am  instracted  ipecially  by  the  President  to  say, 
that  he  doea  notconeeive  himself  authori2ed  to  direct 
any  auch  measure,  more  especially  aa  the  whole  eubject 
n»i  before  the  last  seaaion  of  Congreia,  who  did  not 
tiiinh  proper  to  aalhorize  or  direct  ofieoaive  operations.' 
And  that  a*  aoon  aa  the  destruction  of  the  Rnnning 
Water  and  Nickajaek  was  communicated  to  him,  the 
Secretary  strongly  disavowed  any  participatMn  in  the 
iftainesa,  by  his  Irtter  lo  Goienun  Blonnt,  dated  the 
XSd  of  DoMuber,  1T94,  in  these  wnda,  Tii:  <Thede- 
•tnction  of  the  lower  Cherokee  towns  stands  upon  ita 
own  fbotinK  i  thai  it  was  not  authorized  is  certain.' 

«  That  the  President  at  all  times,  as  well  before  as 
after  thia  eneditioD,  endeavored  to  confine  the  protec- 
tion of  the  frontier  of  the  Southwestern  Territory  to 
daftnaive  operations,  and  to  restrain  from  tboae  which 
were  o&ensive. 

"That,  on  the  whole,  it  appears,  the  services  for 
which  compensation  is  prayed  by  the  petitian  of  Ste- 
phen Cantrill,  were  perfbnned  on  an  expedition,  ofien- 
nve,  anauthoriTed,  and  in  direct  violation  of  the  ordera 
ftom  the  President  to  Governor  Bloont,  by  whom  also 
they  were  not  sanctioned. 

"  The  docunienta  referred  lo,  and  others  connected 
with  the  subject,  are  herewith  presented,  numbered 
ftom  No.  1  to  9,  indunve. 

"  All  which  is  reepectfiilly  submitted  lo  the  House  of 


"JAMBS  McHENRY. 

"  W*»  Oxnci,  Aprii,  17»8." 

The  reading  being  finished,  Mr.  W.  C.  Clai- 
borne laid,  that,  in  his  opioioii^  this  cidm  'was 
founded  od  the  principles  of  justice ;  aod  he 
liU!<ted  every  member  who  had  attended  to  the 
reading  of  tbe  doeumenis,  must  accord  with  him 
in  opiaioa,  thai  the  NickB|ack  ex pedi lion,  under- 
taken by  Mcgor  James  Ore,  m  1794,  into  the  Lower 
Cherokee  counir^,  was  authorized  by  General 
Robertson;  and  it  remaiDs  now  to  be  decided, 


whether  soldiers  shall  not  be  entitled  to  pay  until 
ihey  have  previously  assured  themselves  of  the 
legitimate  authority  of  their  commandiiig  officer. 
At  the  time  when  this  expedition  was  set  on  foot, 
a  war  rsged  between  the  United  States  and  the 
Cherokee  nation  of  Indians,  the  horrors  of  which 
bore  bard  upon  the  district  of  Mero ;  the  very 
existenceof  the  settlemeni  was  threatened ;  scarce- 
ly a  day  passed  without  some  one  or  other  of  the 
iniiabiiBQts,  or  of  theii  acquaintance,  beiosr  mur- 
dered. Information  was  received  that  the  Indians 
were  embodied  in  order  to  carry  the  war  into  the 
settlement.  What  was  the  General  to  da  1  Was 
he  to  stand  still  without  making  any  attempt  to 
arert  the  danger?  The  safely  of  the  people  re- 
quired him  to  act,  and  he  struck  ihe  first  blow, 
which  was  a  defensive  measure,  authorized  by  the 
usage  of  all  nations.  The  citizens  on  this  expedi- 
tion obeyed  the  command  of  their  officer;  they 
did  not  think  it  necessary  to  inquire  by  what 
authority  he  acted ;  all  for  them  to  be  assured  of 
was,  that  he  was  an  officer  of  the  United  Statei, 
and  this  they  well  knew,  as  this  was  not  the  first 
time  they  had  served  under  him.  Without  a  dis- 
cipline of  this  hind  no  military  operation  could  be 
carried  on.  General  RobertKon  acted  also  under 
the  authority  of  Governor  Blount,  wboacled  under 
the  ordera  of  the  President  of  ihe  United  States. 
Having  then  performed  this  duty — a  duty,  too, 
which  put  an  end  to  a  war  which  might  haTe 
cost  the  United  Stales  a  million  of  dollars — he 
trusted  the  peiitiooers  would  be  compensated  for 
thdr  services.  The  amount,  he  believed,  would 
not  be  more  than  about  $4,000,  as  the  party  was 
out  only  twelve  days.  To  effect  this  nurp<»e,  ho 
proposed  the  following  resolution  for  the  adoption 
of  the  committee: 

"  Raobitd,  That  the  proper  officers  be  directed  Ut 
settle  the  accounts  of  the  mihtia  who  served  on  tha 
eipedition  commanded  bv  Major  James  Ore  against 
the  Cherokee  Indiana,  in  the  year  1794." 

This  resolution  was  agreed  to  without  of^Mii- 

tion.    The  committee  rose,  and  after  some  few 

observatioQs,  it  was  agreed  to  in  the  House,  and  a 

committee  appointed  to  report  a  bill  accordingly. 

ORGANIZING  THE  MILITIA. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  J.  Williams,  the  House 
went  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  biU 
for  organizing,  arming,  and  disciplining  the  militia 
of  the  United  Stales.  Very  soon  after  the  com- 
mittee was  formed, 

Mr.  Otib  wished  the  committee  to  rise,  in  order 
to  move,  in  the  House,  a  postponement  of  the  con- 
sideration of  this  bill  till  the  next  session  of  Con- 
gress. He  was  convinced  that  the  principle  in 
the  bill  which  went  to  divide  the  militia  mto  a 
select  and  reserved  corps,  was  a  good  one ;  but  he 
did  not  think  this  was  a  proper  moment  to  make 
the  newarrangemenL  The  bill  contained  a  great 
variety  of  del  ail,  which  would  coDsume  consider- 
able time  to  discuss,  and  after  all,  he  did  not  be- 
lieve it  would  be  got  through  this  session.  It  waa 
probable  that  a  provisional  army,  or  some  other 
arrangement,  would  be  necessary  for  the  presmt, 
in  order  to  prefHure  for  any  attack  that  may  be 
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made  ujion  us;  and  he  thought  it  would  be  yery 
wroQ^  Id  disorganize  Ihe  present  syslem  of  militia 
■I  this  time,  since  he  saw  no  good  effect  that  could 
be  immeoiatelf  produced  by  the  change. 

This  motion  was  anpported  by  Messrs,  Skih- 
NBB,  Varmoh,  and  T.  Cuibobne.  and  opposed  by 
Messrs.  Sbepabd,  8.  Smith,  R.  Williams,  Nicho- 
LAB,  MgDowbll,  and  Macon.  It  was  oesatived — 
38  to  37. 

The  coDaidera(ioQ  of  the  bill  was  then  resamed, 
and  some  progress  made  on  it,  when  the  commit- 
tee rose,  a  ad  the  House  adjourned. 

TuEsnAY,  April  24. 

Mr.  W.  C.  C.  Claiborne,  from  the  commiltee 
appointed,  reported  a  bill  directing  the  payment  of 
k  detachment  of  militia,  for  services  performed  in 
the  year  1794,  under  Major  James  Ore,  which  was 
twice  read  and  committed. 

PROVISIONAL  ARMY. 

A  bill  from  the  Senate,  authorizing  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  to  raise  a  provisional 
army  of  20,000  men,  was  read  the  first  time;  and 
npoQ  motion  made  to  read  it  a  second  time, 

Mr.  Nicholas  objected  to  the  second  reading  of 
the  bill,  B9  he  belieTed  it  possessed  a  principle 
which  coutd  not  be  assented  to.  He  did  not  b«- 
lie»e  it  wbs  necessary  lo  pass  a  hill  of  this  sort 
under  any  passible  modification.  The  highest  act 
of  Legislative  power  was^  by  it,  proposed  to  be 
transferred  to  the  Execuiive,  viz:  the  power  to 
raise  an  army,  which  he  was  lo  exercise  at  his 
pleasure.  If  an  army  was  necessary,  the  Legisla- 
tare  ought  to  raise  it;  but  he  did  not  think  it  was 
oecessaryat  present.  Indeed,  when  discussing  the 
bill  for  providing  a  naval  armament,  gentlemen 
had  said  that  members  had  been  willing  to  make 
preparations  for  defence  on  the  land,  where  there 
was  no  danger,  but  were  unwilling  to  do  it  at  sea, 
where  the  greatest  might  be  expected.  He  did 
not  beliere  tneie  could  oe  any  necessity  for  going 
into  a  measure  of  this  kind  at  the  present  se.'tsion. 
In  case  of  predatory  attack,  (he  militia  would  be 
equal  to  repelling  them.  Mr.  N.  said  he  lived  in 
a  part  of  the  country  perhaps  more  defenceless 
than  any  other;  but,  so  far  as  he  or  his  constituents 
were  concerned,  he  did  not  wish  for  a  force  of  this 
kind.  He  was  willing  to  confide  for  defence  on 
the  militia  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Otis  thoilght  it  very  extraordinary  that 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  should  endeavor  to 
surprise  a  part  of  this  House  into  a  decision  upon 
this  bill  in  this  stage  of  it.  He  hoped  he  would 
consent  to  its  taking  the  usual  course.  The  gen- 
tleman had  gone  into  the  iperits  of  the  bill ;  he 
could  not  follow  him,  because  he  had  not  heard  it 
read ;  so  far  as  he  did  hear  it,  he  was  of  opinion 
that  the  gentleman  had  anticipated  objections 
which  dill  not  lie  against  it.  He  seemed  to  sup- 
pose that  this  bill  declared  that  a  standing  army 
should  be  raised.  It  does  no  such  thing ;  it  only 
declares  that  if  existing  circurostancta  shall  make 
it  necessary,  then  the  President  shall  raise  an 
army  not  exceeding  a  certain  number  of  men.  It 
may  happen  that  the  necessity  may'not  exist ;  but 


the  gentleman  from  Virginia  must  he  able  to  fa- 
thom the  intentions  of  France  further  than  he 
could  pretend  to  do,  if  he  could  say  that  no  such 
necessity  would  exist.  If  what  was  said  by  the 
agents  of  that  OoTernment  to  our  Envoys  could 
be  relied  on,  there  was  a  direct  threat  to  ravage 
our  coasts.  He  hoped, however.no  invasion  would 
takenlace;  hut,  when  besaid  this  he  calculated  upon 
the  French  acting  as  reasonable  beings,  but  perhaps 
he  calculated  delusively.  Indeed,  they  are  now 
threatening  (he  invasion  of  a  country,  where  one 
may  suppose  they  would  have  as  little  chance  of 
succeeding  as  in  this  country ;  and  was  the  idea, 
then,  to  be  so  much  scoffed  at,  as  not  to  suffer  a 
bill,  intending  to  provide  aninsi  it,  (o  be  read  a 
second  time  T  If  the  arms  of  our  citizens  were  (o 
be  tied  up,  and  our  militia  were  many  of  them 
without  arms,  with  what  should  we  oppose  such 
an  attempt,  if  it  were  made?  What,  said  he,  is 
to  prevent  victor  Hugues  sending  over  two  or 
three  frigates  7  It  had  been  said  that  he  expected 
open  war,  and  that  he  was  ready  for  it.  In  short, 
be  thought  it  would  be  the  most  disgraceful  con- 
duct that  ever  was  attempted  in  that  House,  if  the 
bill  should  be  rejected  without  a  second  reading. 
It  would  be  in  vain  to  talk  of  unanimity^  if  a  bill 
from  the  Senate  was  to  be  treated' in  this  way.  If 
(he  gentleman  persisted  in  his  motion,  he  trusted 
he  would  find  Himself  nearly  alone. 

Mr.  Gallatin  wondered  that  (he  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  should  be  so  greatly  surprised 
at  a  motion  of  this  kind,  because  if  he  had  attend- 
ed to  the  rules  of  the  House,  he  woulil  have  found 
that  it  was  a  course  expressly  prescribed  by  them. 
It  had  been  acted  upon  before  during  this  session. 
The  principle,  he  said,  was  welf  understood. 
When  a  member  disapproves  of  the  principle  of  a 
bill  altogether,  and  does  not  wish  to  go  at  all  into 
a  discussion  of  the  detail,  he  moves  (o  reject  it  be- 
fore it  goes  to  a  second  reading. 

This  bill  goes  to  authorize  the  President  m 
raise  an  army.  He  did  not  know  what  was  meant 
by  a  provisional  army.  He  did  not  find  anything 
said  in  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
relative  to  provisional  armies,  or  of  giving  (he 
President  power  to  raise  armies.  He  found  men- 
tioned there  no  other  kind  of  defence  than  an 
army  and  militia.  It  says  Congress  shall  raise 
and  support  an  artny,natprovidefor  the  raising  of 
an  army;  but  this  bill  is  to  enable  the  Presi- 
denC  of  the  United  Stales  to  raise  an  army.  The 
CoosiituiionhasdeclaredtbattheraisingofanBtmy 
is  placed  in  Coneres^,  but  this  bill  goes  to  declare 
that  this  power  snail  be  vested  by  law  in  the  Pres- 
ident. That  is  the  principle  of  the  bill;  and  if 
Congress  were  once  lo  admit  the  principle  that 
they  have  a  right  to  vest  in  the  President  powers 
placed  in  their  hands  by  the  Constitution,  that 
instrument  would  become  a  piece  of  blank  paper. 
If  it  were  to  be  admitted  in  one  case,  it  would  be 
admitted  in  another ;  and,  if  admitted  in  one  de- 
partment, it  might  be  admitted  in  another.  The 
power  to  raise  taxes,  he  said^  is  contained  In  the 
same  article  of  the  Constitution  which  says  Con- 
gress shall  raise  armies.  And  if  they  coifld  dele- 
gate the  power  of  raising  an  army  to  the  Preai- 
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dent,  why  aoi  do  the  umewitb  respect  to  t 
power  of  raiaing  taxes  7     He  supposed  Ihe  Hov 


would  n 


lal  ti 


Ibought  the  priaciple  inftdmisaible.  If  the  cir- 
cumstances  of  the  (Joion  required  an  army,  let  it 
be  raised ;  if  nol.  he  wished  to  ^ive  no  power  to 
raise  it — especially,  as  the  President,  if  he  saw 
necessity,  could  call  Congress  together,  if  be 
sbould  and  that  the  circuuutaiices  oT  the  couotrr 
required  it.  Mr.  G.  thought  the  House  had  bI- 
lesdy  decided  thai  no  additional  arm^ 


brought  in  that  hill,  had  the  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  before  thetn,  which  stated,  besides  the 
regiment  of  artillery,  that  other  additional  force 
would  be  necessary ;  aod  haTiog  reported  no 
Other,  it  was  to  be  supposed  they  ihoughtuoollier 
necessary.  But,  if  it  was  thousht  the  House  had 
not  gone  far  enough,  he  was  willing  to  go  farther, 
but  not  willing  to  transfer  their  power  to  judge  of 
the  propriety  of  raising  an  array. 

Mr.  Dana  hoped  this  bill  would  not  be  rejected 
on  iis  first  reading.  It  required  qo  labored  areu- 
meutstoprore  that  the  niDiion  might  be  made;  but 
more  than  had  been  adduced  to  show  tbal  it  aught 
lo  be  adopted.  He  thought  the  gentleman  from 
Hassachusetis  ought  not  to  h«ve  been  surprixed 
tl  this  motion,  because  it  was  best  calculated  for 
exciting  alarm.  It  was  said  the  Senate  proceeded 
in  a  similar  way  on  the  bill  sent  up  from  this 
House  for  a  repeal  of  the  stamp  act ;  but  that 
Question  had  already  been  agr^  upon  in  the 
Senate  on  a  distinct  proposition,  and  there  was, 
therefore  no  necessity  for  going  again  into  it.  The 
gentleman  from  Pennsylrania  had  said  that  when 
the  House  agreed  upon  ao  additional  regiment  of 
artillery,  they  negatively  decided  against  any 
other  standing  force.  The  gentleman  might  put 
what  construction  he  pleased  upon  that  vote,  he 
could  assure  him  for  himself  tbal  he  had  no  such 
idea  when  be  voted. 

This  bill 
of  a  reguli 

think  the  situation  of  the  country  requires  it.  He 
is  also  authorized  to  accept  of  the  services  of  vol- 
unteer corps.  The  bill  could  be  amended  in  any 
manner  which  gentlemen  ihousht  proper.  But 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  does  not  know 
what  a  provisional  army  means.  He  believed  this 
was  DO  new  principle.  He  believed  it  was  acted 
npon  when  the  three  additional  regiments  were 
raised  to  the  then  existing  corps.  It  was  in  prin- 
ciple the  same  as  when  an  army  is  directed  to  be 
raised,  but  where  the  President  has  power  given 
him  to  suspend  the  raising  of  it,  if  he  shall  see  it 
necessary. 

Mr.  Sewall  said  that,  though  the  present  mo- 
tion be  not  irregular  in  point  of  form,  yet  it  is  a 
manner  of  proceeding  very  objectionable  at  this 
time.  His  colleague  had  complained  of  this  mo- 
tion being  a  surprise  upon  the  House.  He  had 
good  reason  so  to  consider  it.  And  the  House  will 
consider  whether  it  is  expedient,  without  entering 
into  a  coniidenUioa  of  [he  bill,  without  neing 


whether  any  alteration  could  be  made  in  it.  to  as 
to  render  it  more  asreetble  to  gentlemen,  thus  to 
attempt  todeatroythe  bill.  What  was  themotive 
of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  in  making  the 
motion  might  easily  be  discovered.  He  had  ob- 
tained leave  of  absence,  which  might  hare  a  tmd- 
ency  to  hurrv  him  in  his  political  course.  He 
wished  to  be  heard  on  this  subject,  but  this  himj 
of  bis  to  return  home  ou^t  not  to  hurry  the 
House  in  its  proceedings.  Those  gentlemen  who 
had  determined  to  take  this  course  had  the  ad- 
vantage  of  others  who  were  unprepared  for  sueh 
a  motion. 

This  bill  was  said  to  be  unconstitutional ;  but 
it  was  observable  that  gentlemen  did  not  them- 
selves  rely  upon  this  objection,  or  they  would  not 
have  had  recoune  to  others  of  little  consequence. 
Mr.  S.  denied  that  the  House  had  already  decided 
that  no  farther  array  was  necessarv.  TVhen  the 
Committee  for  the  Protection  of  Commerce  and 
the  Defence  of  the  Country  had  the  additional 
regiment  of  artillery  under  consideration,  they  had 
not  before  them  ine  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
War,  which  the  gentleman  from  Penasylvania 
bad  mentioned )  that  measure  was  grounded  upon 
a  resolution  long  since  referred  to  them.  What, 
he  asked,  was  the  amount  of  the  objections  to  this 
bill  7  Will  it  be  said  that  the  House  cannot  au- 
thorize the  President  to  begin  to  raise  an  armf 
two  months  from  this  time  7  If  so,  may  they  not 
say  he  may  do  it  upon  certain  contingencies  7  Bat 
if  gentlemen  relied  upon  this  objection,  they  might 
say  that  an  army  should  be  raised,  but  not  until 
a  certain  lime,  or  until  a  certain  contingency  shall 
have  taken  place. 

With  respect  to  the  expediency  of  the  measure, 
there  was  a  great  variety  of  opinion.  Some  gen- 
tlemen think  the  danger  of  our  situation  greater 
than  others;  some  think  it  is  not  only  probable 
that  predatory  attacks  will  be  made,  but  UiaC  part 
of  our  territory  nuiy  be  taken  possession  of.  If 
we  were  to  discover  the  fleets  of  France  approach- 
ing with  an  intention  of  laodiog  men  on  our 
shores,  or  to  hear  of  a  landing  from  ihe  Missis- 


sippi, 


3uld  it  I 


desirable  that  the  President  should  have  the 
power  to  take  advantage  of  voluntary  enlistments. 
and  to  raise  an  army  of  20,000  men  7  He  believed 
it  would.  The  expense  would  not  be  gone  iaio 
except  it  be  necessary,  and  he  saw  no  danger  that 
could  arise  from  placing  this  power  in  the  hands 
of  the  President.  For  though  militiamen  might 
be  depended  upon  to  repel  any  sudden  attack,  their 
continuance  in  the  Geld  could  not  be  relied  upon. 
If  the  militia  was  wholly  under  the  authority  of 
the   United    States,  and   under  the  command  of 


officers  appointed  by  them,  they  misbt  be  more 
relied  upon  ;  but  as  thejr  are  under  the  authority 
of  the  several  States,  and  commanded  by  officers 
in  some  cases  anpointed  by  the  States,  and  in 
others  by  ihemselves,  and  in  many  parts  without 
arms,  he  did  not  think  they  ought  entirely  lo  be 
rcliea  upon.  Or  will  gentlemen  say,  that  the 
people  in  the  Southern  States,  in  case  of  attack, 
are  to  rely  upon  the  militia  of  Ihe  Eastern  States 
to  march  for  their  relief?    Sorely  it  would  ba 
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mock  better  to  tvM»i  men  from  amoBg  theio- 
•elves,  wbere  dsDger  tbreatens  the  most,  to  form 
■a  Brmy  to  repel  aay  sueh  attack. 

Mr.  S.  said,  if  this  army  was  proposed  to  be 
nised  imniedislely.  ii  would  be  objected  against 
it,  that  no  one  could  Bay  it  would  csrtainly  be 
winled  ;  and  now  it  is  proposed  lo  be  raised,  io 
ease  there  should  be  a  necessity  for  it,  it  ia  called 
u  extraordioarv  measiue.  Thus,  it  was  true, 
aentlenieD  would  prevent  effectual  meaas  of  de- 
lence  bein^  goae  into;  but,  as  ha  cDnceived, 
though  there  is  now  do  imiaediate  occasion  for 
these  troops,  ihere  might  be  in  the  recess  of  GoD' 
geese,  he  wished  Io  give  the  President  ihe  power 
lo  raise  them,  if  he  should  see  occasion. 

Mr.  Harfeb  beliered,  notwithstanding  what 
had  been  advanced  by  the  gentleman  ftom  Penu- 
tylTania.  (Mr.  Qallitin,)  that  this  was  a  verf 
oapreoedented  measure ;  bcoaose  howerer  pre- 
pared the  House  may  be  on  Siame  occasions,  at 
the  fint  blnsb  of  bosiness,  to  decide  upon  the  ab- 
Aracl  principle,  yet  it  was  perfectly  norel  in  their 
proce«lings  to  reject  a  bill  on  its  Gist  reading, 
which  contaias  such  a  variety  of  propositions, 
uid  which  are  capable  af  such  a  rariety  of  modi- 
fications as  the  present.  It  was  also  at  little  eon- 
Bonautwi^  the  f»ffieot  situaliOD  of  the  country 
>8  it  was  with  their  usual  modes  of  proceeding. 
The  allusion  to  the  decision  on  the  bill  for  repeal- 
ing  the  stamp  act  (as  had  been  shown)  was  no 
way  applicabfe.  He  could  see  no  other  view  in 
a  proposition  of  this  kind  but  a  determination  to 
TBsist  every  measure  for  the  defence  of  (be  conn' 
try.  if  the  intention  had  not  been  to  destroy  the 
bill,  it  would  have  been  suffered  to  have  taken  it» 
usual  course,  and  attempts  would  have  been  made 
to  amend  it.  If  a  provisional  army  was  not  liked, 
genUemen  might  have  bad  the  army  immediaiely 
niaed ;  or,  if  20,000  men  were  too  many,  fewer 
might  have  been  proposed,  if  gentlemen  did  not 
think  the  army  immediately  necessary,  and  did 
not  choose  to  leave  it  with  the  Freoident  to  judge 
of  th>t  necessity,  they  might  make  it  lo  depend 
upon  a  declaration  of  war  by  France,  on  an  in- 
Tuioo,  or  in  case  Victor  liugnei  were  to  bring 
bis  black  troops,  or  send  his  threatened  Trigatei 
against  us,  or  if  an  insurrection  should  be  excited 
by  our  memy,  then  the  President  should  be  em- 
powered  to  raise  an  army. 

But  gentlemen  say  this  bill  ought  to  be  re- 
jected, because  itisuncoustituiioluU.  Could  geo- 
tlemen  be  serious  in  making  this  objection  1  Were 
troops  ever  raised  in  a  different  manner  ?  And  if 
they  had  the  power  tc  authorize  the  President  to 
raise  troops  immediately,  ihey  could  certainly  do 
it  under  such  contingencies  as  they  thought 
ptoper.  Did  not  Congress  entrust  the  President 
wiu)  the  discretionary  power  of  borrowing  money, 
td,  in  some  cases,  flxmg  salaries,  dbc.,  which  pow- 
ers were  equally  vest^  in  them  with  the  power 
of  raising  armies  ;  and  this  must  be  the  case,  ex- 
cept gentlemen  insist  that  Congress  should  itself 
do  all  the  acts  committed  to  it ;  and  if  so,  they 
most  always  be  in  session. 

Bat  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  says, 
llut  if  this  power  be  delegated  to  the  President, 


Congress  ma^  as  well  entrust  the  President  with* 
the  power  of  raising  provisional  tsxea.  He  had 
no  hesitation  in  saying,  that  he  believed  this  might 
be  done  ;  that  the  House  might  determine  upon  a 
tax,  and  authorize  the  collecting  of  it,  only  in 
case  the  President  should  find  it  necessary,  or  in 
case  a  certain  event  should  take  take  place. 

With  respect,  then,  to  the  eTpediency  of  the 
measure — be  did  not  speak  of  the  expediency  of 
raising  20,000  men,  because  any  other  number 
might  be  determined  upon — but  as  to  the  thing  it- 
self. What  is  the  internal  and  external  state  of 
this  GODntry  1  Do  we  not  know  that  the  enemy  has 
in  view  a  plan  upon  which  they  place  great  reli- 
ance— ofgainingovM- to  their  cause  a  certain  class 
of  men,  who  abound  in  the  Southern  parts  of  this 
country,  and  by  whose  means  ibey  intend  to  sub- 
jugate or  destroy  the  country  1  We  do  know  ihis — 
gentlemen  from  the  Southern  Blates  know  it; 
yet  they  say  it  is  impossible  to  raise  any  regulat 
force  to  repel  the  enemy.  He  could  not  bdiev^ 
that  when  we  had  to  meet  an  enemy,  who  has 
always  fought  by  means  of  domestic  insuTTCctiou, 
who  is  now  subverting  the  most  ancient  Oovern- 
ments  in  the  world  by  these  means,  it  would  be 
consistent  with  any  maxim  of  common  jense  t6 
be  unprepared  for  the  worst. 

Gentlemen  rety  upon  the  militia;  but  do  they 
not  see  the  difficulty  there  is  Attending  the  adoi^ 
tion  of  any  regular  plan  for  training  the  militial 
That  great  opposition  is  given  to  the  bill  for 
newly  organizing  that  force,  and  that,  according 
to  the  present  organization,  it  would  be  a  work  n 
time  and  difficulty  to  draw  an  effectual  force  to 
the  quaiter  where  aa  attack  might  be  tnade  ;  be* 
sides,  that  there  is  a  great  want  of  arms  in  tha 
mililia.  He  would  not  speak  of  the  other  enemy 
which  we  had  within  our  own  bosom,  and  upon 
which,  he  supposed,  the  French  greatly  retted, 
because  he  did  not  believe  that  enemy  existed  to 
any  extent.  As  to  the  intentions  of  some  gentle- 
men, be  was  not  bound  to  pronounce  his  opinion 
upon  them ;  he  was  not  obliged  to  say  that  he  be- 
lieved that  there  are  individuals  in  this  country 
who  wonld  be  glad  to  see  a  French  foroe  in  it; 
or  that  there  are  those  who  carry  on  a  corres- 
pondence with  a  foreign  country,  at  that  the 
measures  pursued  abroad  inimical  to  the  interesn 
of  this  country,  are  not  aoncerted  at  home.  He 
would  not  say  that  he  had  such  a  belief;  but  he 
would  not  smj  he  bad  not.  As  to  there  being  any 
number  of  this  description  of  persons,  who  could 
be  relied  upon  by  a  forei^  nation,  he  repelled 
the  idea  with  disdais.  He  knew  the  American 
people,  and  he  knew  them  better  than  to  believe 
any  such  thing.  He  knew  that  ibey  loved  their 
country ;  that  they  would  sometimes  dispute  on 
political  nubjects,  but  when  the  finger  of  violence 
was  pointed  at  them,ihey  would  (eel  the  family 
spirit  and  repel  all  aiiacks  with  one  heart.  As  to 
the  few  persons  which  there  might  be  of  a  con- 
trary spirit,  he  did  not  believe  any  provision  was 
necessary  as  to  them  ;  he  believed  the  courts  al 
justice  wonld  take  care  of  these  persons.  Whilst 
they  remain  behind  their  batteries  they  do  little 
harm ;  and,  if  they  come  forward,  the  remedy 
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•would  be  found  in  the  exisuug  law».  Bui  the 
other  foe,  forniidable  by  ita  numbers,  in  a  part  of 
the  country  where  the  population  is  thin  ;  in  a 
climate  favorable  to  the  health  of  these  people, 
and  unfarorable  to  the  health  of  the  persona  of  a 
different  description  ;  formidable,  because  of  the 
OODtingEDcy  to  the  quarter  from  whence  an  at- 
tack may  be  expected,  he  wished  for  an  effectual 
force  to  strike  that  foe  wheoerer  or  wherever  it 
may  sbow  its  head. 

What,  said  he,  ia  our  external  situation  1  Do  we 
not  see  tne  ualion  with  whom  we  are  at  rartance, 
find  quarrels  with  every  country  who  is  not  strong 
enough  to  resist  berl  Doea  she  not  injure  us  on 
every  sidel  Do  we  not  heir  of  depredatory 
threats,  and  the  mischiefs  she  has  the  power  of 
doing  us,  urged  as  reasons  why  we  should  submit 
to  hei  ?  And  yet,  after  being  told  of  these  designs, 
aball  we  sit  with  our  arms  folded,  and  make  no 
defence  1  For  the  measures  already  taken  will 
be  nothing  without  this.  Fortifications  would  be 
nothing  except  supported  byasufficieut  uumber  of 
infantry  and  cavalry. 

What,  he  asked,  is  the  situation  of  the  West 
Indies  1  Were  they  not  told  that  Victor  Hugues, 
with  5,000  of  his  best  troops,  is  ready  to  make  a 
Uow  upoD  the  Southern  country,  whenever  the 
word  of  command  shall  be  given  1  They  knew 
that  these  troops  existed ;  they  had  been  seen,  and 
the  desperate  character  of  their  leader  was  also 
known.  Yet,  with  this  enemy  upon  our  threshold, 
within  four  or  five  days  sail  of  us,  we  still  fold  our 
aims,  and  say  we  will  make  no  defeoce. 

Wnen  he  reflected  upon  the^e  things,  he  could 
not  helpdeploring  that  fatal  blindness,  that  stubborn 
■prit  of  opuosition,  in  certain  gentlemen,  which 
could  bide  from  their  view  the  danger  of  our  pre- 
sent situation ;  that,  at  a  period  when  the  veil  is 
lendine  from  before  the  eyes  of  the  community ; 
when  those  who  have  been  the  most  bliod  ont-of- 
doort  begin  to  see,  that  those  renilemen  in  this 
House,  who,  from  theirancient  birth  and  fortunes, 
might  be  supposed  to  possess  the  true  American 
■pirit,  should  still  persist  in  their  blind,  their  de- 
structive course,  was  greatly  to  be  lamented.  And 
though  he  could  not  doubt  the  fate  of  this  bill,  yet 
that  there  should  be  a  few  men  found  supporting 
measures  which  tend  directly  to  the  destruction 
of  the  country,  he  could  not  help  lamentiag. 

Mr.  Baldwin  did  not  agree  with  the  gentleman 
who  bad  just  sat  down,  that  the  present  motion 
was  either  unprecedented  or  improper.  When  it 
is  proposed  to  make  a  law  on  any  subject,  it  pre- 
lents  Itself  to  diacusaion  on  two  grounds,  the  prin- 
ciple* of  the  law  and  the  details.  Tne  proper 
ftages  to  debate  the  general  principle  on  which  the 
law  is  to  be  founded,  by  the  rules  of  thi&  House, 
are,  when  it  is  proposed  to  introduce  the  law,  and 
at  the  third  reading,  when  it  is  considered  as 
ished,  and  on  its  passage;  the  ictermAliate  atagea 
of  the  discussion  are  all  supposed  to  be  employed 
ID  settle  and  adjust  the  detail.    He  had  often  re- 

5 retted  that  members,  having  been  accustomed  to 
iffereni  modes  of  proceeding  in  their  Stale  Le- 
Sislatures,  were  so  apt  to  disturb  and  keep  unset 
ed  their  modes  of  proceeding  in  this  House,  Hi 


knew  it  was  sometimes  a  practice,  atler  a  bill  had 
been  read  the  second  time,  and  was  referred  to  be 
shaped  and  formed  by  free  discussion  in  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  a  member  would  rise  to  amend 
the  bill  by  striking  out  the  first  section,  declaring, 
at  the  same  time,  that  he  made  the  motion  for  the 
purpose  of  destroying  the  bill — a  mere  law  fietion, 
under  color  of  detail  and  amen dmeut,  to  conteat 
the  original  principle  and  destroy  the  bill.  Withr 
out  doubt  the  commencement  of  the  business  i* 
the  regular  stage  to  contest  the  principle.  If  il 
originates  in  this  House,  it  is  on  a  motion  in  Com* 
mittee  of  the  Whole,  expressing  in  general  termi 
the  expediency  that  such  a  law  should  be  provid- 
ed ;  if  it  comes  from  the  Senate,  the  same  ques- 
tion presents  itself  afier  the  first  reading,  in  the 
words  of  the  present  motion,  which  are  the  very 
words  prescribed  by  the  stated  rule  of  the  House. 
If  on  this  question  the  majority  of  the  House  ap- 
pear in  favor  of  the  principle  of  the  bill,  it  goes 
on  through  the  stages  of  ita  detail  and  formation, 
and  at  the 'third  reading  the  general  question  oc- 
curs again.  Shall  the  principle,  detailed  aa  it  now 
appears,  pass  into  a  law  1  He  was  sure  no  mem- 
ber couln  object  to  the  birness  and  propriety  of 
the  present  motion. 

As  lo  the  principle  of  the  bill,  he  must  say,  it 
did  not  meet  his  approbation.  If  tbe  House  is 
convinced  il  is  neceasary  to  raise  an  Army  of 
twenty  thousand  men,  as  the  bill  now  proposes, 
they  ought  to  say  so  at  once,  and  let  it  be  done ;  il 
they  are  not  convinced  that  it  is  necessary,  tbe  law 
ougnt  not  to  pass,  the  Army  ought  not  to  be  raised 
tilTtbey  are  convinced  it  is  necessary.  The  Con- 
stitution made  tbe  Legislature  the  sole  judge  on 
this  subject.  The  present  bill  says  it  is  not  ne- 
cessary to  raise  this  Army  now,  but  perhaps  it  may 
be  before  Consress  meets  again,  it  therefore  pro- 
poses to  transler  the  right  of  judgiog  on  thia  sub- 
ject to  the  Executive ;  be  thought  it  a  very  im[vo- 
per  transfer  of  Legislative  power.  It  has  been 
said  that  all  our  troops  are  raised  thus  provision- 
ally. If  attention  is  paid  to  those  laws,  it  will  ba 
seen  that  they  did  not  pass  till  the  Legislature  was 
convinced  that  circumstances  then  required  tbe 
troops  to  be  raised  ;  a  clause  is  added,  that  if  eir- 
cumsiances  should  alter  so  as  to  make  the  troopa 
unnecessary,  the  President  might  forbe»r  to  raises 
or  discharge  them  ;  it  gives  him  power  todisband 
the  Army,  but  not  to  raiae  one. 

The  gentleman  last  up,  supposes  that  the  oppo- 
sition to  the  principle  of  this  bill  arises  altogether 
from  a  disguised  intention  of  leaving  the  coantry 
entirely  without  defence,  and  making  no  provision 
on  tbe  subject.'  He  would  assure  the  ^tleman 
that  he  had  no  intention  in  the  case  which  he  was 
not  readv  to  declare.    The  circumstances  of  the 


IS  any  man  could  be,  to  concert 
for  tne  most  prompt  and  ade- 
quate protection.  Tbe  nature  of  things  did  not 
admit,  neither  did  experience  jualify  the  expecta- 
tion, of  much  relief  or  prolectionin  time  of  danger 
from  the  slow  and  distant  levies  of  regular  troops. 
He  thought  it  a  plan  by  no  means  best  suited  to 
the  exigencies  of  the  present  Summer.    So  far  as 
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he  could  judge  himiieU',  and  so  far  as  he  was  aided 
b]r  the  opinioDs  of  tkosu  among  whom  he  lived, 
prompt  provisioa  for  obtaiuiag  tUe  assisiaace  of 
the  troops  of  the  Slate,  and  of  the  adioiuiug 
States,  would  be  lo  them  the  most  grateful  and 
the  most  sure  reliance.  The  Pre:iideDt  is  empow- 
ered by  law  to  call  out.  at  any  time,  those  of.the 
militia  who  now  hold  tnemselves  in  readiae^s,  and 
he  had  strong  hopes  that  some  effectual 


•ystem,  whit^  would  add  still  greater  pro  tec  ti< 
would  be  passed  ihia  present  session;  ifhe  shoi 
be  disappointed  in  inis,  he  should  tLea  be 


merely  for  giving  power  lo  the  President,  but  for 
passing  a  law  actually  to  raise  without  delay  some 
additional  regimeLts  for  the  most  eiposed  parts  of 
the  country.  His  respect  for  the  members  of  the 
House,  and  foi  the  {jcople  who  sent  them  here,  for- 
bade him  to  entertain  foi  a  momentany  doubt  that 
tbey  were  not  all  for  takiiig  the  most  effectual 
measures  for  general  proleciJon,  There  could  be 
hot  one  intention  on  that  subject.  He  trusted  they 
ritould  ibis  session  make  efiectual  airaoeements 
in  the  militia  law  before  the  House,  whicn  is  the 
only  prompt  and  adequate  defence  of  all  parts  of 
tflfe  country  ;  if  that  failad,  they  must  then  ri 
to  other  measures. 

It  is  said  now,  and  it  has  been  said  before,  that 
■ome  members  bare  got  so  much  into  the  habit  of 
making  opposition  to  everything  thai  is  proposed, 
that  they  seem  to  do  it  blindly,  or  perhaps  from 
an  obstinacy  of  characiei,  much  to  the  injury  of 
then  country  ;  it  did  not  appear  to  him  a  very 
wise  or  proper  obseivalioD.  The  supposition  it- 
self ii  very  improbable,  that  if  anv  individual 
could  be  so  lost  to  his  own  interest,  all  the  society 
where  he  lives  should  also  be  lost  to  their  interest, 
lur  should  no;  know  what  he  is  about  He  could 
never  take  anv  pan  of  such  observations  to  him- 
■elfj  no  friena  had  ever  pointed  out  to  him  any 
innicular  vole  or  act  of  his  which  he  had  occa- 
■ion  to  regret,  as  having  opposed  a  law  which 
would  have  been  for  the  happiness  of  the  country : 
bis  recollection,  and  the  review  of  his  conduct, 
always  presented  to  him  a  very  different  oourse  of 
reflection,  for  having  erred  on  the  other  extreme. 
as  being  loo  easy,  and  having  given  way  too  much 
to  importunities  for  frigates,  mints,  and  military 
espeaitions,  which  had  commonly  liad  hi*  votes, 
and  which  he  sometimes  supposed  had  unneces- 
sarily burdened  and  brought  expense  upon  the 
country. 

Mr.  B.  said,  he  was  glad  to  hear  the  gentleman 
last  up,  and  others,  declare  that  thev  had  no  doubt 
of  the  general  good  intentions  and  patriotism  of 
the  House,  and  of  all  parts  of  the  couotry,  espe- 
cially when  be  recollected  bow  many  limex  the 
Gontmry  declaration  had  been  made :  these  good 
di-ipositions  ought  lo  be  mutual;  it  is  infiuitely 
important  to  the  country  to  cultivate  them.  He 
was  sorry  to  see  the  gentleman  was  disposed  to 
make  exceptions ;  if  he  had  any  fact,  or  any  found- 
ation, 10  entertain  any  apprehension  that  there 
were  individuals  in  this  country  who  were  acting 
ao  unfaithful  or  traitorous  part,  he  trusted  ihat 
that  gentleman,  or  any  other,  would  feel  it  to  be 
kia  duty,  without  delay,  to  make  ihe  proper  use  of 


it,  and  not  suffer  the  people  of  this  t 
country,  tvho  possess  as  social  principles  towards 
each  other,  ana  as  strong  attachment  to  their  Gov- 
ernment as  ever  existed  in  a  people,  to  be  tor- 
mented with  apprehensions  respecting  their  public 
servants,  who  are  so  distant  from  them  that  they 
have  rarely  opportunity  of  personal  knowledge  of 
them ;  apprehensions  so  totally  inconsistent  with 
the  necessary  confidence  in  inose  who  are  coo- 
ducting  their  Government — the  verv  foundation  of 
rational  subjection  to  the  laws — ana  so  destructive 
of  public  happiness.  He  had  seen  with  inexpres- 
sible regret  ikis  disposition  in  some  individuals 
manifest  itself  on  many  occasions ;  he  was  sorrT 
to  see  them  undertake  to  carry  measures  which 
could  not  be  supported  by  other  arguments ;  be 
considered  it  as  arising  from  an  excess  of  cruelly, 
or  from  the  most  deadly  aims.  He  concludea 
with  asaumnces  of  a  disposition  to  join  in  all 
measures  to  afford  the  most  effectual  protection. 

Mr.  RuTLCnaE  >aid,  as  the  principal  objection 
against  this  bill  seemed  lo  arise  from  an  idea  that 
the  militia  would  be  found  sufficient  for  every 
purpose  of  defence  for  this  country,  he  thought 
gentlemen  had  better  concur  in  letting  the  hill  go 
to  a  second  reading  and  be  committed,  and  before 
it  again  came  under  consideration,  the  militia  bill 
would  probably  have  been  determined  upon.  He 
was  pleased  to  hear  gentlemen  say  that  the  coun- 
try must  be  defended,  and  if  an  effective  militia 
could  not  be  bad,  it  must  be  done  by  a  force  of 
this  kind.  For  his  own  part^  from  the  proceed- 
ings already  had  upon  the  militia  bill,  he  nad  uot 
much  to  hop«  of  its  pasaing ;  and  if  not,  gentle- 
men would  certainly  see  the  necessity  of  some 
additional  standing  force.  Mr.  R.  could  not  con- 
ceive what  objections  could  have  been  induced  by 
the  gentlemen  from  Pennsylvania  (as  he  was  not 
in  the  House  when  he  spoke}  on  a  Constitutional 
ground.  Mr.  R.  adduced,  as  in  point,  the  law  en- 
abling .the  President  to  call  out  troops  in  conse- 
quenceof  the  Western  insurrection,  and  that  mak- 
ing provision  for  the  effectual  protection  of  the 
frontiers  of  the  United  Slates.  Mr.  R.  then  men- 
tioned his  expectation  of  despatches  being  re- 
ceived from  our  Ministers  in  Paris  in  the  course 
of  twelve  hours  (tt  pBilicular  mention  of  which 
has  already  been  madej  which  might  convince  all 
of  the  propriety  of  going  into  this  measure;  for 
he  believed  it  was  the  wish  of  all  to  defend  the 
country  with  vigor  and  effect,  and  that  they  o^ly 
differed  as  to  the  mens  of  doing  it. 

Mr.  Craik  said,  the  gentleman  from  Georgia 

(Mr.  BxLnwiN)  had  spokea  of  Ihe  sincerity  of  his 

profeasions  of  zeal  and  of  good  will ;  but  he  hoped 

the   people  of  this   country  would   not  consider 

mere  professions  on  this  occasion,  except  accom- 

paniec  by  acts.     If  that  gentleman  bad  toe  faculty 

of  making  up  an  opinion  at  once  upon  a  subject, 

'       jght  to  give  others,  who  have  not  that  faculty, 

to  consider.    Certain  gentlemen  met  every 

proposition  for  defence,  whether   by  land  or  by 

by  saving  they  are  desirous  of  goin^  into  mea- 

I'of  defence;  out  when  the  protection  of  com- 

ce  is  the  object,  then  they  are  desirous  of  con- 

Gning  their  views  to  the  land ;  and  now,  when 
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the  protectioa  oa  shore  is  the  object^  ihey  tell  ihe 
committee  there  is  no  feat  of  invasion.  For  hia 
own  part,  as,  at  first  view,  this  meHsnre  appeared 
to  be  calculated  to  afford  a  more  effectual  defence 
to  the  country  than  any  other  which  had  been 
offered,  he  wished  for  time  to  examine  the  details 
of  the  ^ilL 

But  this  bill  was  said  to  be  unconstitutional. 
The  ^eatleman  from  Georgia  endeavored  to  dis- 
tioguish  between  ihb  !aw  and  that  of  1795,  as 
this  gave  the  President  the  power  to  raise  (he 
ttoops  or  not,  and  that  the  other  directed  that  a 
certain  number  of  troops  should  be  raised,  eieept 
he  should  thmk  it  necessary  to  forbear  raising 
them.  For  himeelf,  he  saw  no  difference  between 
the  two.  He  believed  that  this  was  the  first  time 
that  the  propriety  of  granting  the  power  bad  ever 
been  questioned.  Mr.  C.  quoted  the  fallowing 
instances  to  show  that  a  similar  power  had  been 
granted  heretofore,  viz  :  the  law  antboriling  the 
President,  if  he  fhall  judge  it  expedient,  to  alter 
(he  usual  place  of  meeting  of  Congress;  the  law 
authorizing  the  Fresident,  if  he  shall  jud^e  it 
expedient,  to  build  and  equip  certain  ve-ssda  as 
galleys ;  and  the  law  for  regulating  and  revoking 
embargoes. 

Mr.  McDowell  was  in  &vor  of  the  motion  for 
lejecting  the  bill,  as  it  contained  two  principles 
Which  he  thought  inadmissible;  the  &iu,  because 
it  delegated  Legislative  powers  lo  the  President; 
the  other,  as  it  respects  volunteer  corps.  The 
first,  he  nelieved,  would  be  unconstitutional,  and 
liie  last  would  go  to  the  destruction  of  the  militia 
of  the  United  Slates.  I(  our  situation  be  such 
St  it  had  been  figured  lo  the  committee  bv  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  they  ougnt  to 
turn  their  attention  to  it,  and  create  an  army  them- 
selves^ and  not  direct  the  President  to  do  it  if  he 
shall  judge  proper.  But  if  there  be  no  real  ap- 
pearance of  datiger,  but  it  is  merely  conjectural, 
then  it  is  not  necessary  lo  act.  Gentlemen  have 
talked  of  members  foldinff  their  arms  arid  doing 
nothing  for  the  defence  of  the  United  States.  It 
must  be  recollected  that  we  have  gone  considera- 
ble lengths  in  measures  of  defence.  We  have 
voted  large  sums  for  the  frigates,  for  fortifications, 
for  an  additional  regiment  of  artillery,  and  put  in 
requisition  80,000  militia.  If  gentlemen  can  show 
dtat  these  measures,  with  our  fotraerestafalbhmetit, 
are  not  sufficient  for  our  present  situation,  he  was 
ready  to  go  further,  but  he  was  not  williog  to 
delegate  any  power  lodged  with  that  House  to 
anoiner  braach  of  the  Government. 

It  was  well  known,  Mr.  McD.  said,  that  it  bad 
been  the  wish  of  the  late  President,  that  it  was  also 
the  wish  of  (be  present  President,  of  (he  Heads  of 
Departments,  hnd  many  members  of  Congress,  to 
increase  our  Military  Establishment,  and  to  fix  a 
standing  army  in  this  counlry.  It  has  heretofore, 
however,  been  opposed  with  saccess,  except  in 
time  of  war.  If  we  were  to  be  involved  in  war, 
an  army  must  be  resorted  to  in  aid  of  the  militia ; 
but,  in  the  first  instance,  the  militia  might  be  de- 
pended upon  as  a  sure  and  safe  defence  of  this 
coantry.  He  was  sure  they  would  be  equal  to  any 
invasion,  and  if  we  were  to  engage  in  a  teug:thy 


□d  formidable   war,  we  must  provide  accord* 

The  gentlemen  from  South  Carolha  and  Mas- 
sachusetts had  expressed  much  concern  for  the 
safety  of  the  Soudtem  Slates,  and  said  it  was  oe- 
cessary  for  their  proiection  ihat  this  standing  force 
should  be  raised.  Though  one  part  of  that  coan- 
try is  expressed,  there  is  a  formidable  force  in  the 
Southern  Slates ;  a  force  which  had  protected 
them  heretofore,  aud  he  doubled  not  would  do  it 
tgain,  if  there  wxs  a  necessitv  for  it ;  and  as  they 
had  faced  (he  most  formidabfe  pan  of  the  Brilisn 
army  and  beat  them,  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  might  feel  himself  perfectly  easy  on  ac- 
t  of  any  attack  &om  Victor  Hugues  and  five 
thousand  of  bis  black  troops. 

It  had  been  stated  that  there  are  no  arms,  oi 

^y  few,  in  the  Southern  States.  He  believed, 
the  fact  could  be  ascertained,  there  would  be 
found  as  great  a  portion  of  arms  in  the  Southern 
I  (he  Eastern  States.  He  believed  Virginia 
alone  had  as  many  arms  as  any  other  three  States. 
North  Carolina  had  also  a  very  considerable  num- 
ber, and  South  Carolina  had  several  depots  of 
arms,  and  one,  he  believed,  in  the  very  district 
wbica  the  gentleman  (Mr.  Hasfeb)  himself  rep- 
resented, though  be  had  stated  there  were  not 
twelve  muskets  in  it.  He  hoped,  therefore,  fot 
these  reasons,  the  bill  would  not  pass. 

Mr.  3.  Shitb  hoped  this  motion  would  be  with- 
drawn. A(  a  time  like  the  present,  when  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States  are  looking  up  to  Con- 
gress in  expectation  of  their  taking  effectual  mea- 
sures of  defence  against  what  they  think  not  only 
a  possible,  bnt  probable  event,  he  wished  nothing 
to  appear  like  indiflerence  to  that  object.  He 
agreed  with  the  gentleman  I'rom  South  Carolina 
(Mr.  Harper)  tha(,  if  gentlemen  did  not  like  the 
bill,  it  might  be  amended ;  but  to  reject  it  alto- 
gether would  have  too  much  the  appearance  of 
indifference  to  the  defence  of  (he  country.  He 
did  not  know  that  this  would  be  the  best  and  molt 
effectual  modeofdefence;  he  thoughtabeltermipht 
be  established,  but  he  had  not  made  up  his  mind 
upon  it.  He  would,  however,  throw  out  an  ides 
or  two  for  the  coasideraliun  of  the  committee. 
Last  session,  eighty  thousand  men  were  ordered 
to  be  held  in  requisition.  He  thought,  if  the  Pre- 
sident was  to  draw  oat  twenty  thousand  of  these 
for  three  months,  and  when  their  time  expired,  to 
draw  out  twenty  thousand  more,  and  soon,  til) 
the  whole  had  been  out,  it  might  afford  a  sufficient 
protection,  and  more  speedily  than  any  other,  and 
it  would  have  the  good  effect  of  making  eighty 
thousand  soldiers.  In  addition  to  this,  theremight 
be  a  provision  authorizing  the  President  (o  receive 
volunteer  corps  of  cavalry  from  the  Suuthem 
States,  to  be  commanded  by  (heir  own  officers,  to 
serve  in  a  manner  as  shall  be  directed  by  law,  the 
equinments  for  which  to  be  f^imished  by  the  Uni^ 
ted  States,  which  would  be  more  efiecluat  than  a 
general  law  to  raise  three  or  four  ihousatid  ca- 

In  addition  to  the  remark  of  the  gnitteman 
from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Sewall)  that  it  wonld 
be  attended  with  great  inconvenieDce  fur  men  to 
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travel  from  th«  Eastern  to  ihe  Southern  States, 
for  the  puTiMffie  of  proieciiag  ikera,  he  would  Bay, 
tbat  JD  the  late  war,  Soutbern  mea  wete  seen  to 
the  Bastward,  but  never  Eastera  ineD  to  the 
Southward.  He  beliered  the  Soulhem  BtaUs 
had  more  effective  militia,  accorilLneio  their  Rep- 
reaeDtatives  on  that  floor,  than  the  Eastero  States 
had;  and  though  ihev  had  not  all  arms  in  theii 
hands,  the  States  bad  arms  lufficieat  in  their  ar- 
•enals.  la  the  Weaiern  iDanrrectioD.  they  armed 
their  own  mea.  In  the  Slate  which  ne  represent- 
ed, though  their  men  were  not  all  armed,  they  had 
ten  thoniond  excellent  stands  of  arms  belonging 
to  the  State.  Mr.  S.  said,  he  had  merely  ihrowD 
ont  these  ideas  to  indnce  members  to  withdraw 
their  oppositioa  to  the  second  reading  of  the  bill. 
Mr.  Macon  said,  that  some  of  the  arguments 
used  on  this  occasion  were  of  aa  extraordinarjr 
nature.  The  motion  was  first  said  to  be  contrary 
(o  rule,  and  then  unprecedented.  It  must  certain- 
ty be  allowed  to  be  as  proper  to  debate  a  bill  on  its 
nral  reading,  as  to  rduse  to  refer  a  resolution. 
The  ^t  was,  that  motioas  of  this  kind  were  made 
ererv  seauoa.    It  was  said  to  be  a  surprise  upon 

Sntlemen ;  this  conld  not  be  the  case,  if  they  had 
ne  their  duty,  as  it  had  lain  on  their  desks  for 
xMne  time.  One  reason,  with  him,  for  wishing 
the  bill  to  be  rejected  in  this  stage  was,  that  he 
wax  desiroas  of  bringing  the  session  to  a  close.  It 
was  wonderful  that  gentlemen  should  persist  in 
bringing  atandinff  troops  into  the  Southern  Slates 
l^inst  their  will.  If  monbers  from  ihat  quarter 
were  of  opiaioo  that  their  militia  was  sufficient 
defence,  why  will  gentlemen  be  so  over  civil  as  to 
force  troops  upon  them?  It  was  a  litile  extraor- 
dinary  tbat  gentlemen  most  in  favor  of  this  bill 
are  the  most  opposed  to  the  plan  for  newly  orgaa- 
iziog  the  militia.  [Mr.  Dana  doubted  the  fact.! 
It  was  said  that,  because  gentlemen  are  opposea 
to  this  bill,  ther  are  oppt^ed  to  all  measures  of 
defence.  The  &ct  was  otherwise;  thev  wished 
only  to  avoid  nanecessary  expense.  If  ttiey  were 
to  bring  forward  a  projwsilioa  for  raising  one 
hundred  thousand  or  two  hundred  thousand  men, 
and  it  was  opposed,  they  might  say  the  same  thing. 
He  supposed  every  man  wished  to  defend  his 
coantiy.  He  bad  only  heard  one  reason  in  favor 
of  committing  the  bill,  and  that  was,  that  it  was 
probable  we  might  shortly  hear  from  our  Commis- 
aionen.  If  there  was  any  certainty  in  that,  it 
might  be  groai^d  for  delaying  a  decision- 
Mr.  J.  WiLLiAUB  was  sorrj  that  so  much  time 
had  been  spent  on  this  question.  He  never  found 
tfiat  going  out  of  the  ordinary  wav  of  doing  bnsi- 
neas  saved  time.  He  had  hopea  that,  after  the 
observations  of  the  ^ntleman  from  Maryland 

iUr.  BaiTa)  the  motion  would  have  been  wilh- 
rawn.  The  gentleman  from  North  Carolina 
wished  to  bring  the  session  to  a  close ;  but  he 
mnst  allow  that  it  would  be  necessary  to  give  the 
President  power  to  repel  any  attack  which  may 
be  made  upon  the  country  during  the  recess  of 
Congress.  He  was  as  much  opposed  to  a  stand- 
ing array  as  any  man  ;  htit  if  gentlemen  will  not 
give  lis  aa  effectual  militia  avstem,  what  are  we 
to  do  1    He  wished,  instead  ot  consuming  the  iaj 

5th  Con.— 4d 


with  this  matter,  the  militia  bill  had  been  gona 
into,  end  a  decision  come  to  on  that  subject.  H* 
hoped  the  motion  would  be  wiihdrawo  ;  for,  said 
he,  what  are  we,  in  this  discussion,  telling  the 
world  1  Why,  that  one  branch  of  the  Legisla- 
ture has  sent  us  a  bill  to  provide  a  public  arm^, 
which  we  wish  immediately  to  throw  out.  Thia 
would  exhibit  but.a  poor  specimen  of  unanimity, 
and  of  determination  to  defend  our  country. 

Mr.  D.  FoBTEa  called  for  the  yeas  and  naya, 
which  were  agreed  to  be  taken. 

Mr.  Qallatih  could  not  conceive  why  it  should 
be  insinuated  tbat  there  was  anything  unfair  in 
making  opposition  to  this  bill  on  its  first  reading ; 
for,  if  gentlemen  were  not  ready  to  vote  agajnat 
the  bill,  they  would,  of  course,  vote  for  commit- 
ting it,  so  that  the  opposition  would  have  len 
chance  of  succeeding  now  than  in  the  future 
stages  of  the  bill.  In  the  meanwhile,  he  wi^ed 
to  take  every  opportunity  of  endeavoring  to  de- 
stroy the  bill.  If  a  majority  could  be  got  againat 
it  on  the  first  reading,  so  much  the  better,  as  it 
would  prevent  a  loss  of  time  in  future  discussion. 
He  was  not,  however,  afraid  of  diicusaion  ;  he  be- 
lieved, the  more  it  was  discussed,  the  more  the 
committee  would  be  convinced  of  the  impropri> 
ety  of  passing  this  bill.  He  did  not  believe,  aa 
had  been  supposed,  that  it  was  capable  of  ameudr 
ment  in  any  of  its  essential  parts.  It  had  been 
said,  that  a  contingency  might  be  mentioned ;  or 
a  time  fixed,  at  the  expiration  of  which,  the  army 
might  be  raised.  Such  a  bill  would,  however,  b« 
altogether  different,  as  this  bill  vested  the  powor 
of  judging  of  the  proper  time  with  the  President; 
nor  could  he  see  how  it  was  susceptible  of  the 
amendments  suggested  by  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland.  If  he  thought  it  was,  he  would  cer- 
tainly agree  to  its  being  committed,  as  he  perfeet- 
ly  concurred  in  the  plan  he  mentioned ;  but  such 


to  reject  this  bill,  and  originate  a  new  one. 

He  believed  the  principle  of  the  bill  to  be  im- 
proper (as  he  before  stated)  because  it  vested  La^ 
gislative  power  in  ihe  President  of  the  United 
States;  and  it  was  very  extraordinary  that  gen- 
tlemen who  have  undertaken  to  answer  this  ob- 
jection, have  neither  shown  the  propriety  nor  the 
constiiutianaliiy  of  doing  it,  but  relerred  to  lawB 
heretofore  passed  as  precedents.    If  these  prece- 


dents deserved  all  the  weight  they  wished  to  give 
them,  they  would  oaly  show  the  danger  of  setting 
bad  precedents;  formatter  vesting. the  power  where 


danger  could  arise  from  it,  they  are  referred  b 
for  ihepurposeof  vestingit  inacaseofthegreateat 
magnitude.  Out  of  all  the  instances  qtioted,  thk 
only  case  which  came  near  to  the  present  bill,  was 
the  clause  of  the  law  ori792  and  1794,  which,  after 
having  declared  an  army  shall  be  raised,  declarea 
that  it  shall  be  lawful  to  forbear  to  raise  any  part 
of  the  troops,  or  to  discharge  them  after  they  were 
raised,  if  he  shall  think  proper.  The  power  of 
discretion  be  did  not  like;  but  the  clause  givin{[ 
the  President  the  power  to  forbear  to  raisc^  he 
thought  an  improper  clatts^  and  when  this  waa 
ahowa,  it  proved  that  tbey  had  heretofore  done 
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WroDg,  and  ihat  they  ought  to  be  morv  careful  in 
btUTc 

If  the  principle  apoo  which  this  bill  is  founded, 
were  to  be  estaolished,  our  Constitution  would  be- 
oame  a  mere  blank ;  ii  wvuld  be  to  transform  our 
Oflrernment  into  a  MoDarcby,  or,  if  gentlemen 
like  the  expreftsion  better,  into  a  despotic  Gov- 
emmeni.  For  if  Coogren  can  transfer  power 
to  the  President  ta  raise  S0,000  men,  ihev  can 
f  and,  according  to  the  doctrine  of  the  geatlmiBD 
from  South  Carolina,  Mr.  Harpbb,  it  would  not  be 
bftproper  to  do  it,  Test  the  power  in  bim  of  raising 
kxea—and  these  powen,  connected  with  thedoc- 
ttine  which  denies  to  CongreGnthe  power  of  with- 
faoldiog  «ppropriatioDs,  would  not  leave  a  solitary 
power  in  Congress  worth  possessing,  and  the 
Ooveniment  wmild  he  totally  transformed. 

But  supposing,  said  Mr.  G.,  that  the  House  has 
the  discTEtion  to  transfer  its  own  powers  to  the 
pMsident  of  the  United  States,  he  asked  whether, 
insoimportant  an  instance  as  this,especially  when 
chn  saw  that  every  power  of  this  sort,  however 
lzi£ng,  was  adduced  in  support  of  the  propriety  of 
ioiag  It,  and  when  they  are  told  the  power  of 
laising  taxes  might  aha  be  transferred,  to  transfer 
■  power  BO  likely  to  be  abused  as  that  of  raising 
an  army — a  power  which  is  imoiediaiely  con- 
Mcted  with  raiaing  money }  foi  having  once 
given  the  power  to  raise  the  men,  they  would  be 
told  ever  afterwards  they  are  bound  to  sapport 
them.  So  Ihat  in  giving  this  power,  they  woald 
not  only  authorize  an  expense  of  about  seven 
millionB  of  dolUrs  a  year,  but  Ur  themielves 
onderaa  obligation  (according  to  tne  opinion  of 
■any  members  at  least)  to  continue  them  until 
the  President  shall  think  proper. 

He  thought  a  bill  of  this  kind  was  sufficient  to 
•larm  the  House,  and  that  it  ought  to  be  opposed 
fa  every  stage,  notwithstanding  what  was  said 
ahomt  the  danger  of  the  country :  indeed  that 
daacer  was  wlut  strengthened  his  opposition  to 
the  DiUjfor,  if  onrdanger  be  as  it  is  represented, 
likely  to  eome  from  Victor  Hugues  and  his  troops, 
from  an  insurrection  of  the  ne^oes,from  disaffected 

roos,  from  our  enemy  being  at  the  door,  it  b 
duty  of  Congress  to  raise  an  army  themselves, 
Ud  not  to  give  (be  President  the  power  of  doing 
it ;  but  if  it  is  not  believed  that  this  representation 
of  danger  rests  upon  any  specific  ground,  but  that  it 
M  merely  imagioary,  then  there  is  no  neeessiiy  for 
giving  the  President  the  power^as  he  can  call  Con- 
(tesa  together  whenever  he  thinks  proper. 

If  the  danger  Qf  invasion  was  great,  he  should 
not  hesitate  to  raise  an  army,  without  waiting 
mtil  the  event  took  place.  He  thought,  ihere- 
fon,  the  gentlemui  from  South  Carolina  was  not 
right  to  say  that  the  opposition  to  this  bill  arose 
from  a  determined  opposition  to  everything  like 
defensive  measures.  Mr.  O.  said  it  was  true  he 
did  not  apprehend  all  the  dangers  which  thai 
gantleman  bad  spoken  of;  but,  if  they  really  did 
exist,  he  had  a  much  greater  reliance  upon  the 
militia  of  the  country  lor  defence  than  that  gen- 
tleipan  seemed  to  have.  He  knew  that  though  in 
•DD10  Slates  Ihey  were  not  either  well  disciplined 
or  well  simed,  yet  they  were  organized,  and  had 


their  officers,  and  tbe  Slates  being  in  possession 
of  arms,  Ihey  would  be  a  much  more  efiectttal 
defence,  and  sooner  brought  together  than  any 
other  force.  He  did  not  believe  that  giviog  the 
President  the  power  to  raise  20,000  men,  would 
be  so  effectual  as  the  calling  out  of  30,000  militia, 
as  the  one  eould  be  raised  immediately,  and  the 
raising  of  the  other  would  be  doubtful.  Besides, 
in  proportion  as  tbe  danger  exists,  it  would  be 
better  to  call  upon  the  peojde  themselves  to  de- 
fend tbeir  country,  than  upon  hired  troops.  If 
any  danger  was  to  be  apprehended  from  toe  ne- 
groes, they  would  be  best  suppressed  by  tbe  ^O' 
pie  in  the  States  where  they  are.  A  militia  ia 
everywhere;  whereas  a  sianding  army  may  ba 
very  distant  from  any  attack  which  may  take 
place.  A  standing  army  in  Virginia,  for  instance, 
would  do  little  omm]  against  insurgents  in  SoDth 
Carolina;  and  if  an  insurrection  of  that  kind  waa 
not  immediately  suppressed  by  the  people,  tbe 
mischief  wonld  ae  incalculable. 

Mr.  Q.  concluded  by  saying  he  should  not  be 
deterred  from  doing  what  he  thought  right,  t^ 
being  told  by  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
(Mr.  HinPER^  that  he  was  fatally  blind,  or  that 
be  had  a  veil  oefore  his  eyes.  He  did  not  ehooae 
to  be  enlightened  by  that  gentleman,  though  he 
wished  to  near  every  question  discussed ;  but  M 
far  as  relates  to  political  conduct,  the  mtwe  ex- 
perience  he  had,  and  the  events  unfolded  them- 
selves, the  more  he  had  to  be  satisfied  with  his 
own  conduct,  end  to  be  convinced  that  the  doc- 
trines of  that  Rentleman  would  prove  most  fatal 
ta  this  country.  Ii  was  not  likely,  therefore,  that 
they  should  meet  on  the  same  gi«ond;  for  whilst 
he  fMr.  O.)  thought  well  of  his  own  sentiments, 
he  ooubied  not  that  gentleman  thought  as  well  of 
his.  which  would  of  course  keep  them  from 
uniting. 

Mr.  NicH0i.aa  hoped,  after  so  many  occasion* 
had  been  given  to  the  gentleman  from  Sooth 
Carolina  (Mr.  HaBPSa)  of  imputing  tbe  wor« 
-'--'■--  -■  genilem^,  (hat  he  would  have 
■■''•"■"  — ■-  -epeatinghis  chargea, 

r:  all  suck  abuse 
to-day,  said  Mi. 
N.,  in  which  be  has  made  comparison;  between 
himself  and  me,  if  he  thought  such  comparisons 
of  service  to  him,  he  mignt  continue  to  make 
them.  Mr.  N.  said  he  might,  if  he  chose,  in  his 
turn,  go  into  an  inquiry  as  to  the  motives  whieh 
actuated  that  gentleman,  and  ask  whether  hedoea 
not,  at  least,  promise  himself  as  much  advaniafe 
from  his  political  conduct,  H  he  (Mr.  N.)  is  u 
expecutjon  ofl  For  his  part,  he  would  assure 
the  gentleman  he  wanted  nothing  from  the  Qor- 
ernmeni.  He  would  not,  therefore,  envy  that 
gentleman  whatever  Jie  might  get  from  that 
quarter. 

The  opposition  to  ihis  bill,  it  was  said,  imtst 
destroy  an  effectual  defence  lo  the  country.  Mr. 
N.  was  sure  he  stated  the  question  fairly  when 
he  made  his  motion,  and  no  such  design  eonld  be 
imputed  to  him.  As  to  the  time  being  proper  for 
disctMsing  the  principle,  he  thought  it  the  noot 
[Kopef,  u  the  djaenssion  of  such  a  quattioa  in  i 
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Cknnmitiee  of  the  Wb(de  wu,  as  had  been  slated 
by  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  a  very  awkward 
way  of  doing  it;  and  tlu  tooner  an  attack  of  this 
■oit  wai  bfvun,  the  better  appoiluoiiy  it  gave 
^nttemea  of  brinffing  their  utmost  force  against 
It;  because  if  memben  were  not  prepared  lo  ?ote 
for  the  rejection,  the  diicmsioo  muit  again  ariie. 
It  had  been  said,  that  power  had  heretofore  been 

E'ren  to  the  President  to  disband  an  army,  when 
•■  »aw  DO  longer  occasion  for  it,  which  was  the 
MUne  as  niaing  it  He  taw  the  thing  in  a  rery 
different  light.  He  was  not  afraid  of  an  army 
being  disbanded  too  soon;  but  he  objected  to  the 
principle  of  having  or  not  having  an  army,  accord' 
ins  to  the  will  of  the  Piesident. 

Mr  N.  look  notice  of  the  precedents  which  had 
been  adduced  in  support  of  this  transfer  of  power 
to  the  Biecutive ;  aome  of  which  be  acknowledged 
were  in  point,  but  of  triSing  consequence,  when 
compared  with  the  power  now  proposed  to  be  vest. 
ed  in  the  Presidmi.  Besides,  he  was  not  for  be- 
ing bound  by  precedent :  if  that  were  to  be  the 
case,  frequent  flections  of  members  could  be  of  no 
use.  And  he  could  see  no  reason  for  Testing  this 
power  in  the  President  to  raise  an  army,  unless 
gvntlemen  are  ready  for  the  measure,  and  wish 
to  throw  a  bu&iness  upon  the  President  which 
they  do  not  like  to  undertake  themselves.' 

Bat  the  genilemaB  from  South  Caiolina  says 
this  force  \i  necessary  for  the  Southern  countiy. 
He  did  not  b«iieTe  the  gentlemen  from  that  coun- 
try would  ask  for  it;  nor  did  he  think  it  was  pay. 
ing  much  respect  lo  their  country  to  suppose  that 
bar  Slates,  whom  he  supposed  could  turn  out 
IM^OOOmeD,  would  want  the  assistance  of  20,000 
MaiidiDg  troops  to  repei  Victor  Hugues  with  his 
&000  men.  He  believed  they  would  neither  waac 
this  force,  aor  toy  of  the  militia  from  the  Eastern 
Slates. 


because  he  was  going  home, 
infomtation  which  required  bis  presence  at  home, 
but  he  should  not  agree  to  the  bul  being  commit- 
ted from  the  apprehensions  which  had  been  named, 
as  he  believed  nothing  but  a  declaiation  of  war, 
or  an  actual  invasion,  would  wsrrant  the  mising 
•f  thia  force;  for,  though  an  enemy  might  not  be 

r-ented  from  landing,  the  militia  would  always 
eqtiat  to  meeting  of  them  when  they  were 
laadnl.  As,  however,  it  bad  been  suggested  that 
deajMtches  might  sborlly  be  expected  from  our 
Ministers,  he  had  no  objections  to  the  bill  being 
canmitted,  that  gentlemen  might  be  satisfied  as 
to  their  contents  before  they  voted  on  it. 

Mr.  RnTLEDOE  thought  it  necessary, as  thegen- 
tleman  from  Vi^inia  had  withdrawn  bis  opposi- 
tton  to  the  commitment  of  the  bill  from  what  had 
fidlen  from  him  with  respect  to  the  probability  of 
deapatches  being  shortly  received  from  our  Minis- 
tets,  to  state  upon  what  grouDd  he  had  said  this. 
[Hr.  R.  then  mentioned  the  arrival  of  the  Pomona 
ftt  Baltimore.J 

Mr.  McDowflLL  did  not  think  the  infonnation 
^ren  l^  the  gtatleman  from  South  Carolina  (Mr. 
BfrttAiwi)  ought  to  put  off  the  decision  of  thb 


question  which  had  been  under  conaideratioB  ^ 
because,  whether  the  despatches  were  favorable 
or  unfavorable,  he  should  atrll  be  against  the  bill.  ■ 
If  favorable,  he  should  think  there  was  no  imme- 
diate necessity  for  an  army;  and  if  unfavorable, 
he  should  be  for  raising  it  immediately.  He  hoped, 
therefore,  the  question  would  be  taken. 

Mr.  Lyon  moved  an  adjournment,  as  it  would 
be  probably  ascertained,  he  said,  by  the  time  at 
which  the  House  met  to-morrow,  whether  Qovera- 
ment  bad  really  received  despatches  by  the  arrival 
refened  to,  and  what  were  their  tendency.  The 
motion  was  carried,  and  the  House  adjourned. 

Wednesoat,  April  25. 

Mr.  Otis,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  consideration  of  the  piopiiety  of 
amending  the  law  with  respect  to  insolvent  debt- 
ors, made  a  report  on  the  subject,  wjih  a  bill,  si^ 
plementary  tothe  present  law,  which,  it  wasstat^ 
mcluded  provisions  for  the  different  petitioners 
who  had  applied  to  the  House,  except  for  James 
Greenleaf,  to  whom  it  was  recommended  leave 
should  he  given  to  withdraw  his  petition.  The  bill 
was  twice  read,  and  committed  for  to-morrow. 
PBoriSIONAL  ARMY. 

The  Speaker  having  declared  the-questioa  on 
the  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  raising  of  a  pro- 
visional aimy,  viz :  "  Shall  this  bill  be  rejected,  to 
boGrst  in  order  before  the  House. 

Mr.  McDowell  said,  upon  further  considata- 
tion,  and  conceiving  that  gentlemen  might  wish 
to  see  the  contents  of  the  despatches  of  our  Miais- 
tersj  which  had  been  meuiioned,  before  they  gaTe 
iheir  vote  on  this  occasion,  he  should  withwr 
his  opposition  to  the  second  reading  of  the  bilL 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  second  time;  and  a 
motion  being  made  to  comnul  it  lo  the  Committee 
of  the  WhiJe  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 

Mr.  Lt OH  called  for  the  veas  and  nays;  but  only 
himself  and  another  nwrnW  rising  in  support  of 
the  motion,  it  was  not  carried. 

The  bill  was  then  referred. 

MILITABY  APPR0PHIATI0M8.' 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Harper,  the  House  again 
went  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill 
makine  appropriations  for  the  Military  Bstablish- 
ment  for  tne  year  1798 ;  when  a  supplementajr 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  was  rrad,  in  whicn 
was  the  foUowiug  estimate  of  the  probable  expen- 
ditures in  the  Quartermaster's  department  for  the 
year  1798: 
Ospoty,  uRstanl^  and  cleAi,  in  (be  Quaitw- 

mastar's  dc^utment  ...     $4,M0 

Boatmen      .....     IS,000 
Pack-hocw  men  -  -      .      -      0,000 

Wagoneta 7,000 

Laborer*      .....      8,000 
AnnMOU      .....       6,000 

Artifiaen 14,000 

Pav  and  Milaiitencegf  the  captain  and  crew  of 

Uw  doop  Detroit  ....  4,000 
OocaHonal  r^wlrs  fiv  the  alaop  Detroit  -       1,000 

Soboonai,  bi^lding  at  Datieit  -      6,000 


DiqinzedhyGoOt^le 


1543 


HISTOKT  OP  CONGRESS. 


15M 


pR.J 


MUxtary  Appropriation 


[Ap, 


.,1796. 


Packit  boat,  building  it  Detroit 

Pa;  and  cubaiatenca  for  Ihe  captain  and  crew 

of  tha  new  achoonar  for  a'x  montlu 
Pay  and  aubaiateDce  of  the  captain  and  crew  of 

the  packet  bait  for  aii  montha 
Four  gaUe}>a,  building  at  i  ittaburg    • 
Pij  Bud  iubaiataoce  for  tbe  crem  of  four  gal- 

]e;a,  60  men  each— 340  men,  at dol- 

laia  per  month       .... 
Picketing  in  abip-jard,  erecting  whaif^  npair' 

ing  buracka,  Ak.,  at  Pitttburg 


Bar  iron  and  iuil-rad> 


Kaotn^  boat* 


8,000 
6,000 
4,000 
2.000 
1,000 
I, BOO 
0,000 
S0,ODO 
3,000 
S,000 
6,600 
G,000 
600 


6,000 

Repwrato  fertifieatifflia  and  bamcksat  Detroit  6,600 

Erecting  new  birracki  at  Preaq'Me   -            -  S,O00 
To  Miengthcn  and  repair  the  fortifleatiana  at 

Chickasaw  Blaffi  and  Walnut  Hitla           -  13,000 
For  erecUng  a  tort  near  the  y/a^m  nattonal 
boandary,  ijielodin^  barrack^   magadnea, 

'  c— ematei,  Ac      -            -            .            .  90,000 

EtM^B  new  baiTBcka  at  Wayae  8,000 

Total  -  *.  -JM7,300 

To  dua  aatimato  waa  added  another,  for  aiti- 
dea  wanted  b;  the  troopa  and  ganiaotia  on 
thefranlieioTGeorgia,  trani^-<Ttalioii,  &e.  -  S9,400 
Do.  for  the  aame  on  the  tnmtiisr  of  Tenneaaea  sa,400 
Do.  for  tranqKU-tation  of  ordnane^  Militarj 
and  QuartermaMer'a  Morea,  medidlKas  &c., 
to  Pittaburg,  and  other  placa        -  .     63,703 


Foel 

Occaaionat  purchaae  of  oien  and  dranght-horaai 
Hone*  for  eipreai  aervice     -  .  - 

Occasional  purchaae  of  pack  honea    ' 
Hire  of  private  boata,  on  freight 
Saga,  laah-rope,  pack  addles  &e.     - 
Occaaional  purchue  of  eaipenten'  tool^  amtthl^ 
toda,  6us.  -  -  .  . 

Betained  aobaistence  .... 
Saddle!,  bridles,  geara,  &e.  ... 
Tents,  camp  kettlea,  entrenching  tool^  dee.  - 
B^>aira  ta  fortificaliona  and  barrai^  at  Mieh- 


Aggr^ate 


-  tS67,TH3 


Mr.  Harpeb  moftA  to  fill  the  blank  for  the 
Qnarlermaater'a  depart  meat  with  Q300,000. 

Mr.  5.  Smith  said,  in  the  estimate  for  the  Quar- 
termaster's department,  he  found  same  pretty  Itfrge 
lleips  for  a  schooner,  zalleys,  dec.,  buildinr  at  Pilts- 
bui^  and  Detroit  He  knew  of  no  law  for  these. 
He  wished  to  know  by  what  authority  they  were 
built, 

Mr.  Harper  said,  the  sums  which  the  gentle- 
maa  alluded  to,  were  not  included  in  the  caleula- 
tioD  which  he  had  made.  He  did  not  found  it  on 
the  estimate  which  was  last  received,  but  upon  the 
original  estimate.  He  did  not  know  of  any  law 
for  erecting  the  schooner  and  galleys  on  the  Ohio 
and  Mississippi.  He  supposed  the  Secretary  of 
Wot  or  QAianermaster  General  had  ordered  them, 
for  sufficient  reann  but  he  was  not  acquainted 
with  that  leason.    He  meant  to  fill  the  blank  irilh 


8300,000,  which  was  according  to  the  former  esti- 
mate, ir  this  should  not  be  found  sufficient,  the 
deficiency  could  hereafter  be  made  good. 

Mr.  Qallatih  said,  it  was  proposed,  when  this 
bill  was  formerly  before  the  committee,  to  fill  tbe 
blank  with  8S00,000,  to  which  he  objected,  and 
called  for  certain  estimates  from  the  War  Depail- 
raent.  In  consequence  of  this  call,  a  supplement- 
arv  report  had  been  receired,  id  which,  amongst 
oiner  extraordinary  charges,  were  estimates  for 
building  a  sloop  of  war,  four  galleys,  erecting  forti- 
fications, Ac ;  all  which  were  expenses  unconnecl- 
ed  with  the  Q,u a rterm aster's  department,  which, 
instead  of  $200,000,  amounts,  m  the  whole,  to 
1357,762.  If  the  estimate  was  to  be  regarded  at 
all,  therefore,  the  wliole  sum  ought  to  be  apprapri* 
aied ;  if  not,  he  could  not  see  why  $200,000  should 
be  agreed  to,  as  an  appropriation  of  that  sum  would 
be  supposed  to  authorize  the  whole  expense.  Mr. 
G.  said  two-thirds  of  the  ^207,000  estimated  above 
would  be  expended  in  his  district,  and  of  course 
letul  to  bis  constituents;  but  he  thoi 


pry  grate 


his  constituents;  but  he  thought 
it  extravagant,  and  therefore  should  opposeit.  He 
wtshed'a  number  of  the  items  included  under  the 
head  of  the  Quartermaster's  department  to  be  ai^ 
proprialed  for  under  diiitiDCt  heads.  He  could  not 
say  that  he  was  at  present  prepared  to  make  the 
discrimination  which  he  intended,  and  would 
thereforemove  that  the  committee  rise,  andagainat 
to-morrow  he wouldmaketbenecessary  calculation. 
Mr.  Harper  laid,  if  the  commiltee  thought  it 
necessary  to  have  this  detail,  they  would  rise;  foe 
his  own  part,  he  did  not  see  any  necessity  for  it, 
as  it  could  only  tend  to  embarrass  the  service^ 
which  had  already  eiperieneed  considerable  diffi- 
culty, from  making  the  appropriations  too  partic- 
ular. He  was  himself  not  a  little  surprised  to  find 
articles  in  the  last  estimate  of  the  Secretary  of 
War  which  had  not  been  authorized  by  law ;  and 
he  should  have  no  objection  to  any  course  being 
taken  to  check  the  expenditures  uodet^lhia  head, 
that  would  not  embarrass  the  business  of  the  de- 
partment. He  was  willing  to  restrict  the  8p{)ro- 
priaiion  to  such  heads  as  the  House  should  think 
proper,  or  to  lake  soy  other  way  of  restricting  the 
expenditure.  He  had  no  idea  of  appropriating  urge 
sums,  to  be  expanded  as  tbe  Secretary  of  War 
or  the  duarterraaster  General  pleased.  934,000 
were  charged  for  the  transportation  of  ordnance 
and  stores,  which  were  sent  to  PittsburK  by  order 
oftheCommandingQeneral.  He wisheJ.wme bet- 
ter information  on  this  head,  and  also  as  to  some 
other  items.  But  as  the  average  of  the  eipendi* 
for  the  Ust  five  years  wu 
$250,000,  he  thought  $200,000  would  not  be  too 
much  for  the  present  year. 
Mr.  8.  Smith  said,  tie  was  at  a  loss  how  to  vote 
n  this  subject.  The  estimate  before  the  commit- 
se  was  an  extraordinary  one.  It  appears,  thai 
uder  the  head  of  Quarier master's  departmeat, 
vessels  of  war  and  galleys  have  been  built.  He 
wished  to  vote  for  f^OO.OOO;  but,  if  this  sum  wu 
voted,  the  House  had  no  security  for  its  espendi- 
being  confined  to  the  Q,narte rm aster's  depart- 
■  ;ht  be  employed  in  equipping  ve — *" 
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of  War  lo  uaderstand  what  ihey  mean  by  appro- 
prialJoas;  if,  instead  of  coDfinin^  the  expenditure 
of  money  to  the  purposes  foe  which  it  is  appropri- 
ated, he  employ  it  in  building  ships  of  war  and 
fortifications;  i hey  may  rote  QSO0,(H)0,aDd  still  be 
called  upon  to  supply  deficiencies. 

The  committee  rose,  and  had  leave  to  sit  again. 
DEPAHTMENT  OF  THE  NAVV. 

Mr.  Harper  called  for  the  order  of  the  day  on 
the  bill  for  establishing  an  Execulire  department, 
to  be  denominated  The  Department  of  the  Navy. 
The  House  accordingly  went  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  this  bill  and  lose  without  making 
any  amendment  in  the  bill;  but,  upon  the  question, 
in  the  House,  of  its  passing  to  a  third  reading, 

Mr.  Qallatih  said,  he  bad  not  proposed  any 
amendment  to  this  bill  in  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  because,  what  be  had  to  say  upon  it,  would 
go  afainsl  the  principle  of  the  bill.  He  did  not 
thinf  it  nece^ary  to  establish  a  Nary  Department. 
He  did  not  suppose  our  Army  aAd  Navy  were  at 
present  so  large  as  to  require  two  separate  depart- 
ments. If  the  business  was  so  much  increased  as 
that  the  persons  ttt  present  employed  could  not  do  it, 
they  might  be  increased.  Nor  did  hebelieTe,wiih 
some  gentlemen,  that  such  an  iostituiion  would  pro- 
dace  economy  ;  on  the  contrary,  he  always  found 
that  the  increase  of  officers  was  the  increase  of  ex- 
pense. Some  time  ago,  it  was  said  that  great  eco- 
nomy would  arise  from  appointing  a  Purveyor  of 
Supplies;  but  he  had  seen,  from  the  time  of  this 
eslablishmeat,  a  great  and  constant  increase  of  ex- 
pense in  everything  which  relates  to  supplies.  Not 
seeing  the  necessity  of  it,  therefore,  he  should  vote 
against  it,  except  good  reason  should  be  given  for 
it;  for  he  beliered,  the  moment  a  department  of 
this  kind  waq  established,  the  head  of  it  woaid 
wish  to  make  it  of  as  great  importance  as  possible, 
by  endeavors  to  extend  the  object  of  his  superin- 
tendence.  He  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  upon 
the  question,  which  were  agreed  to  be  taken. 

Mr.  J.  WiLLiAUB  did  not  feel  disposed  lo  vote 
for  this  bill.  It  appeared  to  him  that  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  with  officers  under  him,  would  be 
•omcient  for  the  management  of  our  naval  con- 
cerns also.     It  was  some  time  after  the  Constilu- 


•omeihing  was  always  found  for  it  to  do.  Soon 
after  (he  War  Department  was  established,  we 
had  BO  Indian  war;  and  after  that  Indian  war 
ceased,  another  establishment  was  made  under  the 
name  of  the  Accountant's  Office.  If  the  business 
was  increased,  new  clerks  might  be  employed,  but 
he  should  be  against  any  new  department.  If  we 
were  engaged  in  hostilities,  and  our  naval  power 
of  course  increased,  such  an  establishment  mieht 
be  necessary ;  but  at  present  he  did  not  think  it 
necessary,  nor  did  he  think  our  revenue  equal  to 
the  support  of  a  Navy  which  should  require  such 
■  n  establishment  to  take  care  of  i1.  If  this  office 
was  ta  superintend  the  construction  of  vessels, 
persons  acquainted  wtth  this  business  misht  be 
employed  under  the  Secretary  of  War.  The  pre- 
sent expense  of  ^e  War  I>e[»rtment  was  918;350 


a  year ;  and  though  there  would  not  be  much  to 
do  in  this  new  office,  he  supposed  the  expense 
would  not  be  much  less;  acd,  besides.  Congress 
would  be  importuned,  from  session  to  .<ie^sion,  to 
increase  our  naval  force.  Mr.  W.  said  he  waa 
desirous  ol  making  every  defence  for  our  country, 
yet  he  wished  to  keep  down  our  expenses  as  much 
as  possible.  If  circumstances  called  for  goins  fur- 
ther into  the  business  of  the  Navy,  he  shoutd  not 

Mr.  Sewall  said,  when  the  House  was  consid- 
ering  any  subject  relative  to  the  increase  of  the 
Navy,  complaints  were  made  of  the  enormotts 
expenses  and  of  the  little  responsibility  which 
attends  the  business ;  and  when  it  has  been  said 
that  the  greatness  of  the  expense  might  have 
arisen  from  a  want  of  knowledge  in  the  persona 
who  had  the  care  of  the  business,  it  was  said  that 
defect  ought  to  he  remedied.  This  department  is 
intended  to  do  that^  and,  by  the  expense  of  a  few 
hundred  dollars,  he  had  no  doubt  thousands  would 
be  faved.  When  talking  about  vessels,  it  was 
complained  that  too  great  an  expense  was  incur- 
red on  this  object;  now  it  is  said  there  is  no  object 
for  the  proposed  officer  lo  attend  lo.  But  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  Ycyk  (Mr.  Williams)  was 
afraid,  If  this  office  was  established,  it  would  be 
the  means  of  increasing  the  Navy.  This  certainly 
could  not  be  done,  contrary  to  the  will  of  Oongreis, 

He  thought  there  were  obvious  reasons  for  the 
esiablishmeat  of  this  department.  It  was  well 
known  that  an  officer  might  be  well  acquainted 
with  the  business  of  the  army,  without  knowing 
anything  about  a  navy;  and  a  man  employed  at 
the  head  of  such  a  department  ought  to  have 
some  knowledge  of  the  business  committed  to  bis 
Mr.  S.  said,  however  well  the  present  Sec- 


,  he  believed  be  was  not  conversant  w    _ 

naval  matters.  In  consequence  of  this,  be  had  a 
number  of  agents  employed  under  him.  Indeed, 
the  War  Departmant  nad  so  much  business  on  its 
hands,  as  not  to  be  able  to  pay  a  sufficient  atten- 
tion to  our  Navul  Establishment.  He  therefore 
believed  it  was  necessarv  to  make  this  new  estab- 
lishment, especially  as  the  Navy  Department  was 
likely  lo  be  considerably  augmented. 

Mr.  S.  S.MITB  beliered,  af\er  all  the  struggles 
which  had  been  made  on  this  subject,  it  would  at 
length  be  found  necessary  for  the  United  Statei 
seriously  to  turn  their  attention  to  the  establish- 
ment 01  an  efficient  naval  force ;  and  the  sooner 
gentlemen  could  bring  their  minds  to  tbia^  the 
better  it  would  be  for  the  general  good.  If  this 
proposition  had  been  brought  forward  at  the  com-  ■ 
meocement  of  the  session,  he  should  have  thought 
it  unnecessary ;  but.  from  the  increase  which  had 
been  made  during  this  session,  he  thought  tbe  es- 
tablishment proper.  8^50,000  had  been  appropri- 
ated for  providing  twelve  vessels;  a  number  of 
galleys  were  also  contemplated.  A  ship  of  war  at 
schooner,  it  appears,  has  been  buili  on  the  Lakes, 
and  some  galleys  oa  the  rivers.  These,  with  the 
frigates  and  cutters,  form  an  establishment  which 
will  require  a  naval  man  to  superintend  it.  Ao 
expenditure  of  two  millions  of  dollars,  he  supposed, 
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would  beauihorlzed  this  session;  and  a  metD  know- 
ing somelhin^  of  naval  architeclure  will  be  able 
to  s&ve  more  in  the  course  of  tbis  year  to  the  Uni- 
ted Stales  tban  will  pav  ten  years  of  the  expenses 
of  tbis  office.  A  merchant  going  into  the  build- 
ing of  vessels  without  a  knowledge  of  the  busi' 
ness  will  find  the  truth  of  this  facL  The  great 
expenditure  attending  the  building  of  the  fri^tes, 
he  supposed,  had  been  chieBy  owmg  to  the  want 
of  such  an  establishment  as  the  present.  The 
gentleman  from  New  York  badstated  the  expense 
of  the  War  Department  at  $18,350  j  but  one  half  of 
that  expense  was  incurred  in  the  office  of  the  Ac- 
countant of  the  War  Department;  and  as  thera 
would  be  no  need  of  a  new  Accountant,  the  eX' 
pease  could  not  be  doubled.  The  duties  of  the 
War  Department  are  greatly  increased,  and  might 
be  further  increased  during  the  present  session; 
and  an  expenditure  of  the  kind  proposed  might 
sare  the  throwing  away  ot  thousands  of  dollars. 

Mr.  Macon  said,  the  arguments  in  favor  of  this 
bill  were  derived  Irom  a  want  of  knowledge  of 
naval  affiurs  in  the  War  Department.  He  thought 
that  might  be  supplied  without  the  establishment 
of  a  new  department ;  but  he  believed  the  building 
of  the  frigates  had  mostly  been  carried  on  under 
the  direction  of  the  captains  who  were  to  have  the 
command  of  them.  More  clerks  had  been  added 
to  the  War  Department,  in  consideration  of  the 
business  which  the  Navy  had  occasioned.  He 
believed  the  more  officers  were  appointed,  the 
more  money  would  be  expended. 

Mr.  Otis  said,  the  gealleman  from  New  York 
had  opposed  tbis  bill  on  different  grounds  from  the 
genilecDan  from  Pennsylvania.  He  did  not  make 
any  reply  to  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  be- 
cause n^  expected  opposition  from  him,  and  some 
others,  to  every  measure  which  had  Che  defence  of 
the  country  for  their  object ;  and,  as  the  session  was 
drawing  to  a  close,  he  thought  it  best  to  have  as 
Uttledebate  as  possible,  and  that  the  sooner  ibe  ques- 
tion was  taken,  the  better;  but  when  hesawagen- 
tleman  rise  in  opposition  to  it,  upon  Vhose  support 
he  calculated,  he  was  apprehensive  lest  it  might 
hare  an  effect  upon  other  persons  on  whose  sup- 
port he  also  relietC  ThegentlemanfromNewYork 
seemed  to  apprehend  some  newand  heavy  expense 
■was  to  be  incurred,  and  that  some  greater  caution 
was  now  necessary  than  heretofore.  What  aaying, 
then,  does  he  mean  to  make  by  opposing  the  estah- 
lishmeat  of  this  office?  Since  ne  supposes  the 
tame  clerks  will  be  sufficient,  it  will  only  be  the 
salary  of  the  chief  officer,  which,  Mr.  0.  supposed, 
would  be  93,500 — a  greater  saving  than  that  which 
would  be  made  bv  such  a  person  in  every  ship 
built  or  purchased.  Taking  the  expense  of  our 
Naval  Establishment  at  one  million  dollars  a  year, 
it  would  only  be  an  expense  of  one-ihird  per  cent., 
which  every  one  must  allow  was  a  mere  trifle,  to 
bave  the  money  of  the  public  well  eipended.  The 
Mi*ieei  of  the  War  and  Navy  Departments  were, 
he  said,  perfectly  distinct.  The  duties  of  the  War 
Department  became  every  day  more  arduous,  and 
whatever  gentlemen  may  think,  they  must  be- 
come still  more  so.  This  opposition  coming  from 
a  friend,  he  could  not  suppose  it  arose  from  a  bad 


motive,  but  merely  from  a  narrow  conception  of 
what  is  conceived  to  be  the  agricultural  interest. 
A : i>. A ..Tj  tt.  n    . •„;- 


of 
interest. 
Agriculture  and  commerce,  said  Mr.  O.,  are  twin 
sisters,  and  cannot  live  separate  from  each  other ; 
they  must  live  together,  or  expire  at  the  same 
moment.  It  was  the  duty  of  gentlemen  represent- 
ing agriculturists  thus  to  sp«ak  to  ibeir  constitu- 
ents. It  was  an  axiom  realized  by  every  politician 
in  the  world.  The  fact  was,  that  everything  spent 
upon  the  Naval  Department  was  so  much  saved, 
in  which  the  agricnltural  part  of  the  country  par- 
take very  largely. 

Mr.  O.  said,  it  was  necessary,  even  for  the  sake 
of  appearances,  to  establish  an  office  of  this  \ia6. 
We  ought  not  only  to  prepare  measures  of  defence 
by  sea  and  land,  but,  in  doin^  this,  we  ought  to  do 
it  in  conformity  to  the  opintoo  of  the  Kuropean 
world.  H«  thought  85,000  a  year  would  be  well 
expended  in  purcbaeiog  the  good  opinion  of  tha 
European  nations  in  this  respect,  and  particolarly 
that  of  France.  Though  our  state  was  at  present 
that  of  an  infant,  it  would  in  time  become  that  at 
an  Hercules. 

Even  if  the  present  storm  should  blow  over,  and 
our  naval  power  should  not  be  wanted,  and  the 
theory  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York  should 
overcome  his  theory,  the  establishment  of  this 
office  could  at  any  time  be  suppressed,  and  the 
money  expended  in  it  would  be  more  than  saved, 
by  the  additional  information  aod  care  emptoyea 
in  our  naval  concerns,  as  it  was  a  thing  impcnsi- 
ble  for  one  man  to  undertake  the  business  of  the 
War  and  Navy  Departments.  As  well  might  a 
merchant  be  set  to  do  the  business  of  a  lawyer ;  a 
lawyer  that  of  a  pbyiician;  a  carpenter  that  of  a 
bricklayer;  Or  a  bricklayer  that  of  a  carpenter. 
He  hoped,  therefore,  as  be  had  heretofore  had  the 

Pleasure  of  voting  with  the  gentleman  from  New 
'otk,  he  should  also  have  it  on  this  occasion) 
whilst  gentlemen  who  believe  that  no  danger 
threatens  us,  and  who  are  disinclined  to  take  mea- 
sures of  defence,  may  call  the  yeas  and  nays,  and 
find  themselves  in  a  minority  as  usual. 

Mr.  T.  Cl^AiBOHNE  never  remembered  to  have 
heard  such  langusi^e  as  had  fallen  from  the  gen- 
tleman last  up.  He  laments,  said  Mr.  C.,  that  a 
Sentleman  who  usually  voted  with  him  should 
are  to  think  for  himself.  Are  gentlemen's  opin- 
ions and  language  thus  to  be  circumscribed? 
[  Mr.  O.  explained.]  Mr.  C.  continued,  the  gen- 
tleman was  willing  that  all  questions  should  now 
be  teken  without  debate.  Does  this  mean,  said 
he,  that  there  are  a  majority  of  members  in  this 


House  who  must  always  be'  in  tlie  right,  and 
minority  always  in  the  wrong?    If  this  be  th 


case,  they  had  better  dismiss  the  minority,  and  d 


the 


the  business  themselves.  Were  not  eenilemea 
any  longer  to  express  their  difference  oFopiQion? 
Would  this  be  the  way  to  keep  the  Government 
together,  or  to  preserve  hamionj[  in  the  country? 
If  this  were  to  to  be  the  situation  of  thiDg&  he 
should  regret  it  with  tears  in  his  eves.  He  had 
himself  no  mathematical  certainty  that  any  opin- 
ion of  his  was  right!  oor  did  he  think  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts  ought  to  expect  men  to 
bow  to  his.    Buck  an  assumption  led  to  mischiet 
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f'orily,  and  tberefore 
The  SpfiAKEs  said,  no  aucb  eipressioD  had  been 
made  uaeof ;  if  it  had,lie  should  hare  checked  it.] 
Had  it  not  been  for  an  expreMion  of  this  kind,  he 
should  not  have  risen  on  thia  question.  He  wianed 
to  hear  eTery  man  deliver  his  opinion  freely. 
Mr.  C.  did  not  beLeve  the  bill  to  be  a  proper  one, 
and  he  should  therefore  yote  against  it. 

Mr.  McDowell  said,  he  should  be  opposed  to 
the  bill,  if  he  bad  no  other  objection  to  it  than 
that  it  went  to  countenance  the  idea,  according  to 
the  gentlemen  from  Maryland  and  Massachusetts, 
that  this  country  must  go  into  the  establishment 
of  a  Uuge  naval  power.  The  great  saving  to  be 
daived  irom  thia  office,  he  understood  to  be  from 
nvings  in  the  building  of  vessels ;  but,  as  the 
twelve  vessels  which  were  Uileljr  voted  are  pro- 
posed to  be  purchaaeiL  ready  built,  he  supposed 
this  reason  did  not  apply  at  present.  If  there  was 
■O  intention,  therefore,  (which  he  trusted  there 
was  not,)  of  carrying  our  Naval  Establishment  to 
any  considerable  extent,  he  could  see  no  occasion 
for  the  creation  of  this  office.  For,  if  this  Becre- 
taxy  of  the  Navy  was  appointed,  he  would  also  be 
oUiged  to  rely  upon  others,  in  a  great  degree,  for 
infnmatiou. 

But  the  gentleman  from  Masnohusettt  (Mr. 
Otis)  says  the  establishment  of  this  department 
will  operate  as  a  defence  to  the  country,  by  favor- 
aUy  unpressing  the  minds  of  foreign  countriei 
with  our  force;  and  he  lamented  the  lots  of  the 
TOte  of  one  of  his  friend^  and  reflected  upon  all 
those  who  differed  from  him  in  opiaion  as  being 
nniriendly  to  himself  and  the  country.  He  could 
BOt  discover  how  the  passing  of  this  bill  would 
defend  the  country.  If  sound  or  declamation  could 
alarm  France,  or  subdue  her  armies,  the  gentle- 
man  might  have  some  share  of  credit  for  bis  ser- 
vices ;  but  he  supposed  other  means  would  be 
necessary,  if  au  attack  was  made.  But  howcould 
dial  gentleman  think  of  charging  others  in  the 
manner  he  had  done  t  Is  there  a  man,  said  he, 
who  votes  in  opposition  to  him,  wbo  is  actuated 
by  the  motives  with  which  he  has  charged  them  1 
No  man  really  believes  it.  But,  because  members 
do  not  choose  to  go  all  lengths  with  him  to  involve 
the  country  in  a  war,  which  may  go  lo  the  de- 
struction of  the  liberties  of  it,  they  are  thus  calum- 
niated. Tbejr  are  willing  to  go  all  reasonable 
lengths;  and  if  there  were  any  attack  made  upon 
this  country,  be  believed  they  would  be  much  more 
ready  to  meet  the  enemy  than  that  gentleman. 
Indeed,  many  of  those  members  whom  he  abused 
had  been  the  means  of  raising  the  Constitution 
and  Gtovernmeot  under  which  he  has  the  liberty 
to  lagislate.  Such  reflections  could  have  no  efieci 
upon  those  against  whom  they  wne  made,  where 
their  characters  were  known :  they  were  meant  10 
produce  effect  in  other  parts.  He  thought  enough 
of  this  calumny  had  nereiofore  pass^,  without 
a^n  introducing  it.  It  would  not  lessen  thi 
dit  of  the  House  if  no  more  was  heard  of 
ftitare. 

Hi.  Habpib  said,  the  naval  defence  which  this 
Honae  thought  necessary  for  .the  service  of  the 


country  having  been  voted,  he  could  not  agtM 

~''S  those  gentlemen  who  consider  this  as  a  ques- 

of  defence     He  thought  it  a  question  of  ec 


nomy,  and,  in  this  view,  he  should  reply  to  soma 
observations  which  had  been  made  upon  it. 

He  believed  our  naval  defence  would  be  mneli     . 
ore  efficaciously  and  speedily  provided  by  meana 
of  the  proposed  establishment  than  if  the  bill  wia 
rejected.    So  far.  indeed,  it  is  a  question  of  defence^ 
'  It  only  collaterally  so.    The  point  of  view  in 
hich  this  bill  should  be  considered,  is  simply 
lis:  will  it  not  effect  with  more  speed  and  econo- 
my the  marine  defence  now  existing,  as  well  u 
that  contemplated  7    He  himself  had  no  doubt  aa 

the  fact.  Indeed,  he  would  osk  the  gentlemaK 
from  North  Carolina,  whether,  if  he  were  about 
to  erect  a  distillery  on  his  place,  he  would  em- 
ploy his  overseer  to  do  it,  who,  though  he  might 
understand  the  business  of  bis  farm  very  welL 
knew  nothing  of  building.  He  certainly  would 
not;  and  if  this  would  be  bad  policy  in  an  indi- 
vidual, it  would  be  eaually  so  in  a  nation.  Be- 
sides, the  expense  would  be  so  trifling  as  only  to 
amount  (as  had  been  stated)  lo  one-third  per  cent.^ 
though  traders  were  in  the  habit  of  paying  five  pei 
cenL  to  have  their  business  done. 

But  it  was  said,  that  if  an  office  of  this  kind 
was  established^  it  would  soon  create  busineaa. 
But  tbe  business  is  already  created.  We  have,  said 
he,  already  a  marine  of  fifteen  ships  of  war.  Thia, 
he  knew,  was  comparatively  a  small  force,  but  is. 
the  establishment  of  which  we  shall  yet  expend 
two  millions  of  dollars,  and  the  support  of  wniob 
will  amount  at  least  to  $700,000  or  «600y000  aa- 
nually.  When  the  War  Department  was  first 
established,  the  object  of  its  care  was  not,  ha  bfr-' 
tieved,  of  equal  magnitude. 

These  two  departments,  Mr.  H.  said,  had  no 
connexion  with  each  other.  No  nation  waawitlt- 
out  two  such  departments,  and  our  own  experience 
had  shewn  the  want  of  a  Naval  Department. 
There/ore  economy,  the  practice  of  individttali, 
the  common  practice  of  other  nations,  and  ou 
own  experience,  concur  in  support  of  thi*  bill. 

Mr.  R.  Williams  was  ready  to  acknowledge 
he  did  not  believe  it  conld  ever  be  the  interest  of 
this  country  to  go  into  the  eslablishmeDt  of  a  lar^ 
naval  power,  and  therefore  he  should  not  be  in. 
favor  of  the  present  bill  on  that  ground.  Nor  did 
he  think  there  was  any  good  reason  for  dividii^ 
the  military  and  naval  business,  except  there  waa 
more  than  could  be  attended  to  by  tbe  present  ■»■ 
tablishment.  But  it  was  said  the  business  waa  of 
a  different  nature,  and  thraefore  it  ought  to  be  ia 
separate  departments,  as  one  man  cannot  be  su^ 
posed  to  understand  both  concerns.  That  objeo* 
tion  would  apply  to  any  of  the  other  departmenta: 
and  whenever  inis  rule  of  dividing  business  shall 
be  adopted,  we  shall  get  men  of  inferioc  talentaM 
do  it.  When  the  Qovemment  was  esUblished,  il 
was  thousbt  that  a  War  Department  would  bt 
equal  to  the  military  and  navid  concerns  of  thii 
country.  But  it  was  said  a  navy  was  not  than 
thought  of;  it  was  however  doubtless  thought  of 
when  the  frigates  were  ordered  to  be  built,  and  it 
was  not  then  gone  iiao.   It  was,  howavM,  said  that 
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mach  money  had  beea  lost  for  want  of  aa  officer 
of  ibis  kind.  This  was  mere  aasenion,  and  it  was 
by  DO  means  clear  ihal  tbe  business  woald  be  done 
better  witb  such  an  officer  than  witboul  him. 

But  it  was  said,  it  was  necessary  to  go  into  this 
measure  for  the  sake  of  appearances.  To  whom 
■re  these  appearances  to  be  be  made  1  Not  to  our 
own  people,  but  to  European  nations.  Tiie  gen- 
tlemao  from  Massachuselta  says  we  oucht  to  adopt 
their  opinion  upon  this  subject.  He  viewed  a 
policy  of  this  kind  the  most  taial  of  aoy  other  to 
this  country.  He  believed  that  the  less  we  had  to 
do  with  European  politics,  and  their  mode  of  ad- 
ministration, the  better.  The  only  object  in  view, 
with  that  House,  ought  to  be  the  interest  of  their 
inm  country.  What,  said  he,  is  the  situation  of 
tiiose  countries  which  have  Rooe  into  the  eatab- 
[isbment  of  large  naviesl  They  are  involved  in 
debt  which  they  never  can,  and  never  will,  pay. 

Hr.  W.  said,  when  he  considered  that  almost 
every  diy  some  new  construction  was  either  given 
to  the  Constitution,  or  some  mode  of  adminis- 
tering the  Government  altered ;  when  they  were 
told,  that,  though  such  a  thing  had  been  under- 
stood so  and  80  for  two  or  three  years,  it  would  bear 
ft  different  construction ;  and  now,  when  he  saw 
tbey  were  about  to  add  a  grand  department  to  our 
Government,  not  contemplated  by  the  Constitu- 
tion, he  owned  he  was  alarmed.  Whenever  he 
law  the  business  of  the  Navy  so  extensive  as  to 
require  a  separate  department,  he  should  vote  for 
it ;  but  he  thought  it  would  not  be  wise  to  go 
on  with  tbe  establishment  of  new  departments 
before  there  was  business  for  them  to  do ;  because 


u  the  oflicer  at  the  head  of  it  would  be  contin- 
aally  dmwing  out  and  laying  before  Congress 
|daiu  for  its  increase. 

As  to  what  had  been  said  about  the  line  of  coit- 
dtict  adopted  by  gentlemen  in  this  House,  he 
■hotild  say  nothing  about  it.  He  thoui>ht  too 
much  had  already  been  said  on  that  subject,  and 
he  believed  it  would  be  best  to  suffer  such  reflec- 
tions to  refute  themselves. 

Mr.  J.  WiLLiAiaa  said,  tbe  only  point  in  dispute 
was,  whether  a  separate  office  should  be  estab- 
lished for  the  business  of  the  Navy,  or  whether  it 
should  be  put  under  the  care  of  a  superinlendenl 
111  the  War  Department.  He  wished  the  gentle- 
man from  Masnacbuwtts  (Mr.  Otis)  had  spared 
his  observaiioas  until  he  had  heard  those  of  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland,  (Mr.  S.  Smith.)  It 
Bad  appeared  to  him  that  a  superintendent  in  the 
War  Department  would  have  been  sufficient,  and 
be  yet  thought  so.  He  did  not  think  the  business 
of  the  Nbvy  was  so  great  as  to  require  a  separate 
establishment.  There  was  more  business  in  the 
War  Department  in  1794  than  at  present,  and 
nothing  was  then  heard  of  a  new  department. 
He  should  not  have  opposed  this  measure  it  he 
had  not  been  convinced  that  every  measure  taken 
to  increase  the  Navy  beyond  its  present  establish- 
ment would  have  a  bad  eSect  on  this  country. 
It  had  been  proposed  last  Winter  to  purchase  all 
tbe  live-oak  timoer  in  the  Southern  States;  after- 


wards a  propusiiioQ  was  brought  forward  for  tbe 
esiabiisbment  of  navy  yards.  Those  measures 
had  been  defeated,  and  they  were  now  called  upon 
to  establish  a  new  department  for  ihis  favorite  ob* 
ject.  He  was  not  willing  to  do  it.  The  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts  said  there  would  only  be 
a  difference  between  making  a  new  office,  and 
continuing  to  do  the  business  m  the  War  Depart- 
ment, of  tne  salary  of  the  chief  officer ;  but  if  he 
looked  at  the  second  clause  of  the  bill,  he  would 
find  himself  mistaken,  OS  there  was  in  that,  provi- 
sion for  a  principal  clerk,Bnd  such  other  clerks  as  he 
shall  judge  necessary:  so  that  he  ma  v  have  a  clerk 
for  every  port  in  the  Union,  if  he  pleases.  If  he 
represented,  as  the  ^ntlemao  from  Massachusetts 
does,  a  commercial  interest,  he  might  be  as  favor- 
able to  a  Navy  as  him;  but  as  that  was  not  the 
case,  he  was  opposed  to  it.  He  gave  bis  approbtt- 
lion  to  such  appropriations  as  he  thought  necessa- 
ry ;  aiid  if,  in  this  instance,  he  differed  in  opinion 
from  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  he  should 
stand  excused.  He  believed  with  that  eentlemai), 
that  the  commercial  and  agricultural  interests 
were  closely  connected;  they  differed  only  as  to 
the  extent  to  which  it  was  proper  to  carry  our 
naval  defence.  He  did  not  wish,  however,  at  pre- 
sent, to  reject  the  bill.  He  believed  it  might  be 
amended,  and  he  had  no  objection  to  the  question 
being  postponed  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  LiviNQSTOH  said,  he  was  almost  tempted 
to  smile  at  the  arrogant  pretensions  of  some 
gentlemen  in  this  House,  in  their  treatment  of 
Others,  at  least  their  equals  on  this  floor,  what- 
ever they  might  be  out  of  doors,  beiiu  equally 
with  them  Representatives  of  the  people.  They 
were  told  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
(Mr.  Otis)  that  opposition  was  expected,-  was 
looked  for,  from  certain  genileoieD;  that  no  argu- 
ment was  necessary  on  the  occasion,  because 
those  members  who  were  opposed  to  all  measures 
of  defence,  would  oppose  this  measure  also;  but 
that  those  who  had  orisinated  the  measure  would 
carry  it  into  effect.  This  simple  declaration  of  k 
strength  of  party,  was  also  attended  with  a  very 
handsome  rebuke  of  one  of  his  colleagues  (Mr. 
J,  WiLtiAMB)  for  havioir  dared  to  doubt  the  pro- 
priety of  the  measure  before  the  committee.  He 
was  nappy  to  find  this  rebuke  had  produced  its 
effect,  and  that  though  his  colleague  was  at  first 
very  decidedly  against  the  bill,  he  was  now  dis- 
posed to  doubt;  and  the  effect  of  another  rebuk& 
ne  supposed,  would  obtain  bis  vote  in  favor  of 
the  new  establishment.  For  his  own  part,  neither 
the  rebuke,  nor  the  preliminary  observations  with 
which  it  was  accompanied,  had  produced  any 
effect  up<m  him.  He  did  very  much  doubt  the 
propriety  of  the  measure;  for,  although  there  was 
a  great  deal  of  business  in  the  War  Office,  and 
the  same  person  could  not  be  supposed  to  be  ac- 
quainted with  military  and  navat  affairs,  if  a  ship- 
builder was  10  have  the  appointment,  he  oould  not 
think  such  a  person  fit  to  be  one  of  the  great 
council  of  the  nation;  and  it  must  be  n-coUected 
that  the  person  who  holds  this  office  will  become 
one  of  the  counsellors  of  the  President  on  all 
great  concerns. 
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Bui  if  (he  ides  was  adopred  that 
Ibe  Gaf  eminent  yraa  to  h&ve  busin 
direction  which  he  does  oat  perfectly  understand, 
this  diTisioD  must  not  stop  here.  Could  it  be 
nid  that  the  Secretary  of  War  had  a  perfect 
knowledge  of  eTerythiag  aoder  his  direction,  ex- 
cept what  related  to  the  ttavj'i  Certainly  not. 
To  be  so,  be  must  not  only  be  a  perfect  engineer, 
bat  be  acqaainled  wiih  the  coastrnctioD  of  arms. 
To  carry  ibis  idea  to  its  full  extent,  it  would  not 
only  be  necessary  to  hare  separate  departments, 
but  also  a  great  variety  of  subdiTisions;  they  mast 
haTc,  he  supposed,  commissioners  of  gun-tMrrels 
and  of  ramrods. 

Bnt  it  was  said  that  the  establishment  of  this 
new  office  would  be  the  means  of  saring  money ; 
and  the  excess  of  expenditure  on  the  frigates  was 
pointed  at  as  a  proof  of  ibe  wbdI  of  an  officer  of 
tbiskind;  but  he  heliered  if  other  business  was 
looked  at  which  had  been  immediately  under  the 
directton  of  the  Secretary  of  War— the  frigate 
for  the  Dey  of  Algiers  for  instance — it  would  be 
found  to  bare  been  well  and  speedily  done,  which 
was  a  proof  that  the  Secretary  of  War  could 
attend  to  that  business. 

It  was  said  that  this  establishment  was  neces- 
sarv,  ID  order  (o  give  an  appearance  of  defence 
lo  Burope,  as  if  the  establishment  of  a  Department 
of  the  Nary  was  to  hare  the  effect  to  do  amy 
all  our  past  and  to  prerent  future  injaries,  But 
onr  appearance  to  Europe  was  not  all;  the  ex- 
ample of  European  countries  was  mentioned. 
All  were  said  to  have  a  Marine  Department.  The 
practice  of  Burope,  Mr.  L.  said,  had  proved  itself 
to  be  a  bad  one,  as  the  navies  of  those  cotmiries 
had  proved  the  rain  of  them. 

Mr.  L.  would  make  no  reply  to  the  insinuations 
thrown  out  against  gentlemen,  which  represented 
them  as  being  opposed  to  every  measure  of  de- 
fence, as  not  a  question  came  before  the  House 
in  which  the  same  unfounded  charge  had  not 
been  repeated;  and  be  suppoHd,  by  and  by,  that 
a  new  post  office  could  not  be  proposed,  or  the 
most  trifling  business  done,  without  a  repetition 
of  those  charges. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  taken  upon  this  bill 
going  to  its  third  reading,  and  decided  in  the 
affinnative—yea*  47,  nays  41,  as  follows : 

Tiu— John  Allan,  Bulej  Bwtletl,  Ji 


DuUi,  John  Dennia,  George  Deat,  ThoDuia  Gtbhs, 
AUdFoKer,  Dviighl  Foner,  JoniLhnn  Freeman,  Henry 
Olea,  Chiuncey  Ooodrlch,  Roger  Oiin*old,  WillUa 
Bsny  Orora,  Robert  Goodloe  Harper,  Williaai  Hind- 
men,  Haekish  L.  Hrwiner,  Jsme*  H.  Imlaj,  Samnel 
laymalii  JsniM  Hwhir,  Willism  Matthews,  Dania) 
MMgan,  Lewi*  R.  Morris,  Harrison  O.  Otla,  Joauh 
Parkar,  Thaniw  Pinekney,  John  Reed,  John  Sutledge, 
JiroiDr,  JaoiBs  Sehnreman,  ttemnal  Sewall,  William 
Bhepard,  Thomai  Siniitekaon,  TompsDQ  J.  Skinner, 
Natbaoisl  Smith,  Hamoal  Smith,  Fale^Spragna,  George 
~  Kudurd  ThoQias.  Haric  Thomson,  Thomaa 

t,  John  E.  Van  Aten,  and  Paleg  Wadaworth. 
Nin— Abraham  Baldwin,  David  Bard.  Lemnel  Ben 
tan,  Thmnas  Blount,  Ridiaid  Bisoi^  Nathan  Bryan, 


Stephen  Bullodc,  Tboma*  UlMbome,  William  Chaitas 
Cote  Cluborae,  Metlbew  Clay,  Th-'inie  T.  Uavia,  John 
Dswson,  Loess  Elmendorph,  Willism  Flndtey,  John 
Fowler,  Albert  Gallatin,  Jamas  Gilleqiie,  Cvtar  a 
Hsniion,  Jonathan  N.  Havene,  Joeeph  Heister,  David 
Hulmea,  Waiter  Jonei,  Edward  Li'inplon,  Motibew 
Lodte,  Matthew  Lyoa,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Blair  McCls- 
nschui,  Josqih  McDowell,  John  Milledge,  Antbon; 
New,  William  Smith,  Ricfavd  Sprin,  jun.,  Richard 
Stanford,  Thomas  Sumter,  Abram  Trigg,  Ji^  Trigft 
niilip  Van  Cortisadt,  Joseph  B.  Vamum,  Abraham 
Veoable,  John  WiUisma,  and  Kobert  WiUisnu. 
COMPENSATION  OF  CLERKS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Harper,  the  House  then 
took  up  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill 
respecting  the  compensation  of  clerks. 

Mr.  Harper  stated  the  effect  of  these  amend- 
ments to  be,  to  give  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate 
and  the  Clerk  of  that  House,  an  addition  of 
9250  each  to  their  present  salaries.  He  recom- 
mended  an  agreement  to  these  amendments  as 
reasooable,  as  the  salaries  of  these  officers  were 
fixed  at  the  same  time  at  which  the  salaries  of 
the  clerks  and  inferior  officers  were  fixed,  which 
had  been  advanced. 

Mr.  Qallatin  inqaired  what  the  present  sala- 
lies  of  these  officers  were.  It  was  answered  $1,500 
a  year,  and  two  dollars  a  day  durjng  the  session 
of^Congress.  Mr.  O.  thought  this  sufficient,  and 
that  since  iheir  salaries  bad  not  been  increased  at 
a  time  when  living  was  much  dearer  than  it  is  at 
present,  or  likely  to  be,  he  could  not  consent  to 
thep reposed  advance. 

The  question  was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  antl 
negatived— 36  to  SS. 

TnuasDATj  April  86. 
tie  bill  for  establishing  an  Executive  Denprt- 
t,  to  be  denominated  the  Department  of  the 
Navy,  was  read  ihe  third   time  and  pasted — 43 
10  37. 

Mr.  Thomas  presented  a  petition  from  5,000 
inhabitants  of  Philadelphia  and  Liberties,  expres- 
sive of  their  approbation  of  the  conduct  of  the 
Executive  in  its  negoliatian  with  France,  and  a 
determination  to  support  every  measure  which 
may  be  thought  necessary  by  Ine  constituted  au- 
''  .ties  for  the  support  of  our  Government,  Con- 
tion,  and  independence.  A  very  large  body 
of  merchants  and  others  atlended  the  House  wilB 

Mr.  Oraik  presented  a  set  of  resolutions  which 
had  been  agreed  to  at  a  public  meeting  at  Qeorge- 
town,  approbating  the  measures  of  Ihe  Eiecuiiva 
with  respect  to  France,  and  expressing  the  firmest 
reliance  on  the  councils  of  the  nation. 


On 


MILITARY  APPROPRIATIONS. 

,  the  House  again  resolved  itself  is 


a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  appropria- 
ting for  the  Military  Establishment  for  the  year 
1798 ;  when,  the  question  for  fiiliog  the  blank  in 
Ihe  4uRnermaster's  Depattmeut  with  $200,000 
again  recurring, 
Hr.  Habpsb  said  it  would  be  recollected  ihM 
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yrbea  the  House  lait  rose  it  wu  for  the  pnrpose 
of  aflbrdiiig  time  to  make  some  discrimiDaiioD 
in  the  «ppropriations.  The  seotleman  from  Penti- 
sf  iTania  (Mr.  Gallatin)  Dad  done  thU,  and  it 
appeared  to  him  correctly.  Mr.  H.  enumemted 
tne  difierent  items,  and  the  snms  calculated  for 
each.  The  vessels  on  ihe  Lakes,  he  had  do  doubt, 
would  be  an  useful  object,  and  ought  to  be  provi- 
ded for,  but  not  under  the  Quartermaster's  De- 
pBitiaeiit.  He  would  iuiroduce  it  as  a  distinct 
■tetn;  but  be  did  not  know  under  what  authority 
the  vessels  on  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  were  con- 
structed, or  for  what  paTpose  they  were  wanted. 
Perhaps  it  mi^ht  have  been  for  the  lower  part  of 
the  MisGJasippi,  from  the  idea  of  a  rapture  m  that 
quarter;  but  though  this  might  have  been  the 
case,  he  was  far  from  admittinK  the  principle  that 
the  War  Department  had  a  right  to  determine  the 
propriety  of  such  a  measure.  He  believed,  if  such 
lui  expense  was  necessary,  an  appropriation  ought 
to  have  been  made  by  C;ongiess.  He  was  there- 
fore willing  to  drop  this  item  altogether.  It  was 
stated  that  the  construction  of  these  vessels  was 
commenced;  he  was  notwithstanding  willing  that 
it  should  be  susp«Dded,  until  some  inquiry  was 
nuule  into  the  business,  and  Congress  shall  pass  a 
law  to  authorize  the  expenditure.  He  could  not 
say  these  vessels  were  not  necessary;  but  he  was 
willing  to  say  they  should  not  be  provided  for  at 
present.  Mr.  H.  again  objected  to  the  expense 
of  $34,000  for  the  transportation  of  ordnance  and 
stores  from  Philadelphia  to  Pittsburgh.  As  Con- 
gress had  no  assurances  of  these  being  wanted,  he 
uiould  be  willing  to  omit  this  item  also.  He 
wished  likewise  to  inquire  whether  ordnance 
could  not  be  procured  in  that  country,  without  be- 
ing at  so  great  an  expense  in  transporting  them 
from  Philadelphia. 

Mi.  H.  still  wished  the  blank  to  be  filled  with 
«S00,000.  The  former  estimate  was  $188,000; 
bat  he  bdieved  it  would  be  well  to  ap[KOpriate  the 
eveu  sum  he  had  named,  as  the  average  of  the 
expense  of  the  five  last  ye^rs  in  this  Department 
(u  he  had  already  stated)  had  been  $250,000. 

Mr.  Sewall  wished  to  know  whether  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina  had  had  any  eonver- 
ntion  with  the  Secrelarv  of  War  respecting  the 
vessels  constructing  on  ine  Lakes  and  the  Ohio  1 
He  apposed  it  was  not  expected  that  an  act  should 
be  passed  to  enable  the  President  to  replace  vessels 
used  as  trausports,  when  warn  out.  Perhaps  it 
mii{ht  be  necessary  to  arm  these  transports  occa- 
aionatly,  as  they  were  subject  to  the  attacks  of  the 


itil  further  information  was  received  on  the 

The  rising  of  the  coouniitee  was  advocated  by 
Messis.  Cbaik,  Datton,  and  Rdtledob,  and  op- 
posed by  Messrs.  Harpeb.  8.  Smith,  and  Oali^- 

N.     The  question  for  rising  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Macok  said,  he  was  at  a  loss  how  to  vote 

I  this  subject.  Whatevei  som  was  appropriated 
for  this  Department,  there  was  always  a  de&eiea- 
cy  ;  it  was  not,  therefore,  worth  while  to  be  very 
pariicular. 

Mr.  Gallatin  moved  to  fill  the  blank  with 
9150,000,  which  was  the  sum  he  had  proposed  on 
a  former  day,  since  which,  he  said,  the  House  had 
received  a  number  of  statements  from  the  Seoie- 


sels 


Mr.  Hahpcb  said,  he  did  not  object  to  the 
'        the  Lakes ;  lie  meant  to  propose  a  separate 


n  for  tl 


Itv 


approi     _ _. 

the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  that  he  objected,  which 
were  not  wanted  for  transportation. 

Mr.  Cbaik  did  not  think  the  commit 
DRimred  to  say  these  vessels  were  not  wanted.  He 
naa  so  full  a  confidence  in  the  Secretary  of  War 
that  he  was  ready  to  vote  for  all  the  items  which 
he  bad  recommended.  He  wished,  therefore,  that 
tha  decinra  upon  this  queition  might  be  postpon- 


tary  of  War,  in  order  to  induce  a  larger  appropria- 
tion. As  there  seemed  to  be  a  general  concurrence 
of  opinion  to  restrict  the  expenses  of  the  War  De- 
partment, he  wished  some  gentleman,  better  able 
to  do  it  than  himself,  would  compare  the  number 
of  troops  in  service  with  the  sums  there  reqnired> 
Mr.  G.  noticed  a  number  of  items  which  appeared 
to  him  unaccountably  extravagant,  and  contrasted 
the  very  great  expense  incurred  on  the  Northwest- 
ern frontier  with  that  of  the  troops  employed  oil 
the  seaboard.  Mr.  O.  also  took  a  view  of  the  ex- 
penses under  this  head  from  the  year  1789  to  the 
E resent  time,  in  order  to  show  that  $150,000  would 
1  a  sufficient  appropriation. 
After  commenting  pretty  freely  and  at  large  on 
the  estimates  from  Uie  War  Office,  Mr.  G.  said,  he 
believed  there  was  some  radical  defect  vrith  re- 
spect to  the  connexion  subsisting  between  the  Ac- 
countant's department,  the  Treasury  and  War  De- 
partments, which  prevented  a  proper  investigation 
of  tcconnts.  So  far  as  relates  to  the  Treasury 
Department,  the  accounts  were  always  very  clear, 
ana  there  wa.*  no  ground  of  complaint ;  but,  from 
the  connexion  which  subsists  between  the  War 
Department  and  the  Accountant's  department, 
thereseemed  to  be  a  want  of  responsibility. 

In  the  details  which  had  beui  laid  before  the 
House,  Mr.  G.  said,  he  found  items  under  the  head 
of  contingencies,  which  he  should  never  have  ex- 
pected toliave  fo;)Dd  therf  ;  one  was  for  the  pay 
of  an  inspector  of  the  troops  and  garrisons  of  liue 
.United  States,  at  a  salary  of  sixty  dollars  a  month. 
He  could  not  say  such  an  officer  was  not  necessa- 
ry ;  but  if  he  was,  he  would  say  he  ought  to  have 
been  provided  for  bylaw.  The  other  item  was 
for  a  much  larger  sumi,  viz :  the  pay  of  an  engi- 
neer of  the  fortiGcations  of  the  Uuled  States,  at 
a  salary  of  three  thousand  dollars  a  year,  which 
was  a  salary  greater  than  thai  of  the  Secretary  of 
War.  It  appears  that  this  engineer  wa*  engaged 
for  three  years ;  but,  after  he  had  been  aome  time 
in  the  service,  two  thousand  dollars  were  given 
him  over  and  above  his  pay,  lo  relinqniah  his  eon- 

Afler  a  few  observations  from  Mr.  Dana,  in  fa- 
vor of  the  S««reMry  of  War, 

Mr.  Sbbfaro  r08&  and  went  ov^  the  differiuU 
items  contained  in  we  statement  read  yesterday, 
particularly  the  boatmen,  $13,000;  the  paok-hoiae- 
moi,  95,000  ;  the  wagonen,  $7,000 ;  the  laborers, 
$3,000 ;  the  aimoien.  $&,000 ;  the  aitifioars,  $!<- 
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000 ;  hire  of  expresses,  96,000 ;  and  fuel,  98,000. 
He  could  not  tell  bow  so  mBny  boatmen,  rack' 
horsemen,  and  wagoners,  could  be  employea  f  for 
it  was  nol  for  boats,  pack-horses,  and  wagons,  oat 
fbrthemen  alone  ;j  and  what  so  many  laborers 
conid  be  employed  in  he  eoald  not  imagine.  He 
did  not  see  whj'  the  soldiers  could  nol  do  alt  the 
tabor  the  Army  had  to  do  themselres.  When  he 
was  ia  the  Army,  he  was  at  no  expense  like  this. 
Aitd  how  the  refMirioe  the  arms  lor  three  thou- 
sand men  could  cost  $6,000  he  could  not  tell ;  nor 
CDoId  he  see  how  tl4,000  eoald  be  expended  on 
aniflcers.  If  we  were  to  be  involved  in  war,  it 
would  not  do  to  expend  ntoney  in  this  manner.  It 
ms  easy  to  write  down  thirty,  fifty,  or  one  hun- 
dred thotisand  dollars  for  this  or  that,  but  when 
the  taxes  came  to  be  laid,  the  money  would  not  be 
so  easily  raised.  Mr.  S.  passed  over  a  number  of 
■nicies,  till  he  name  to  fuel.  He  thonght  $B,DOO 
B  year  for  fael,  in  a  country  where  the  trees  were 
ready  to  fmll  upon  thera,  was  a  very  exorbitant 
clurge.  While  he  was  in  the  Army,  it  never  cost 
him  sixpence  for  fuel.  The  United  States  had 
belter  purchase  the  land  upon  which  the  limber 
grows,  at  once ;  they  wonla  be  able  to  get  it  for  a 
much  less  som.  If  these  expenses  were  to  be  in- 
carred  for  five  thousand  men,  what  would  be  the 
expense  of  an  Army  of  thirty  thousand  men  1 
This  estimate,  he  was  sure,  must  be  mucb  too 
large;  and  it  became  Congrets  to  be  careful  bow 
tbey  gave  encouragement  lo  such  charges  as  these, 
for  the  country  would  scarcely  be  able  to  support 
tke  expense  of  any  considerable  establishment  if 
more  economy  was  not  used. 

The  question  on  filling  the  blank  with  two 
dred  thousand  dollaia,  was  put,  and  negatived 
wiihont  a  division. 

Mr.  Cbiiie  moved  to  fill  the  Mink  with  two 
htmdred  and  twenty-four  thousand  dollars,  in  order 
to  take  in  an  item  recommended  by  the  Secretary 
of  War.  Mr.  C.  thought  the  character  of  this 
flficer  had  been  very  ilTiberally  and  very  nafsurly 
attacked  by  the  gentlemaa  from  Pennsylvania.  If 
(his  gentleman  had  acted  improperly,  he  might  be 
called  to  account,  when  be  woald  hare  an  oppor- 
ttuity  of  speaking  for  himself.  [The  Chacrkan 
stid,  these  remarks  were  not  in  order ;  no  such 


s  of  the  gentlemaa  to  whom  ae  alluded 
Dust  have  been  so  understood. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Cbaik  not  being  seconded, 
it  felt  to  the  giound. 

Mr.  Qallatin  moved  to  fill  the  blank  with 
$150,000.  He  said  that,  with  respect  to  the  in- 
te^iCy  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  he  did  not  doubt 
it  in  the  least;  as  to  his  talents  he  had  no  oppor- 
tnnity  of  forming  a  correct  judgment  of  them ;  he 
was,  nowever,  some  judge  of  accounts,  and  he  saw 
enongh  oC  them  to  authorize  the  declaration  which 
he  had  made  as  to  the  improper  connexion  of  the 
different  departments.  He  bad  spoken  of  facts 
■  only. 

The  question  for  filling  the  blank  with  $150,000 
was  put,  and  carried  without  a  division. 

After  agreeing  to  several  other  items,  amongst 
which  was  one  for  the  vessels  on  the  Lakes,  the 


a  third  reading. 

PRESENTS  TO  MINISTBRS. 

The  Sfeacer  said  he  had  received  a  letter  this 
morning,  signed  Thomas  Ptockney,  which  he  was 
desired  to  Tiy  before  the  House.  It  was  accord- 
ingly read.  It  staled  that  when  he  (Mr.  Pinck- 
ney)  had  concluded  the  late  treaty  wiih  the  Span- 
ish Government,  the  Spanish  Minister,  the  Prince 
of  Peace,  informed  him  the  presents  usually  given 
ch  cases  would  be  prepared  for  him ;  and  that 
when  he  took  leave  of  the  British  Court,  the 
like  infoimstion  was  given  to  him  by  the  Minister 
there.  To  both  of  which  he  replied,  that  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States  forbade  its  Minis- 


ters from  receiving  any  present  from  any  foreign 
Prince  or  State,  without  the  consent  of  Congress ; 
that  in  du«  time  he  would  ask  that  e 


accordingly.    This  letter  asks  for  the  determi- 

Liion  of  CoDgress. 

It  was  moved  by  Mr.  RoTLEnoE,  to  refer  this 
Letter  to  a  select  committee. 

Mr.  Macon  wished  it  to  go  to  a  Committee  of 
ibe  whole  House.  ' 

After  some  observations,  the  latter  motion  waa 
negatived,  and  the  former  carried. 

Fridat,  April  27. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  W.  C.  Claiborne,  the  Home 
went  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill 
directing-  the  payment  of  a  detachment  of  militia, 
for  services  performed  in  the  year  1794,  under  the 
command  of  Major  James  Ore.  The  bill  was 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  for  a  third  reading  to-morrow. 

A  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of  the  legal 
representatives  of  Samuel  Lapsley,  deceased,  was 
twice  read,  and  referred  to  tfie  Committee  of 
Claims. 

Mr.  S.  ButTH  reported  a  bill  for  coaiinuiug  in 
force  the  first  section  of  an  act  respecting  revenue 
cutters  ;  which  was  committed  for  Monday. 

The  Senate,  by  message,  informed  the  House 
that  they  persisted  in  their  amendments  to  the 
bill  respecting  the  compensation  of  clerks;  and 
that  they  had  passed  a  bill  to  authorize  the  Presi- 
dent to  purchase  or  build  a  number  of  sm^U  ves- 
sels, to  be  employed  as  galleys,  or  otherwise. 
LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

Mr.  Hahpsr  said,  he  wished  to  lay  a  resolnlioo 
apon  the  table  Ob  a  subject  which  every  day  ap* 
peared  more  striking  and  improper.  He  alluded 
to  a  very  alarming  abandonment  of  duty  by  the 
members  of  this  Honse.  He  hoped  this  charge 
would  not  be  considered  as  too  harsh  against  mem- 
bers who  were  now  leaving  the  public  business  al 
this  important  crisis,  when  very  considerable  ar- 
rangements remain  to  be  cQad^  particularly  on  the 
subject  of  finance.  He  need  nut  inform  the 
House  that  there  was  now  little  more  than  a  quu^ 
rum  of  members  present ;  and  if  the  present  prac- 
tice  continued  longer,  the  public  business  would 
be  (o  do,  and  there  would  be  no  Coogreu  to  do  it. 
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Id  order  to  put  &  slop  to  this  gt!!,  he  proposed  tb« 
foil  owing  resolution : 

"Saohed,  That  no  membsr  of  thi>  Hodm,  during 
Dm  ttmaiadeT  of  tha  aaiBion,  ilul]  bava  laare  of  ab- 
MDCB,  eieapt  in  case  of  aickneaa." 

It  WM  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

MILITART  APPROFRIATIONS. 

The  bill  makiog  appropriations  for  the  aappori 
of  the  MiUtary  Establish  meat  for  the  jear  1798. 
ms  read  the  third  time ;  when 

Mr.  Qallatin  moved  a  recommittal  of  the  bill, 
in  order  to  correct  a  mistake  which  had  arisen 
from  the  War  Department  having  made  a  stib- 
tractioD  twice  over;  which  was  carried.  The 
Uouae  went  into  a  Committee  of  tbe  Whole 
the  subject;  the  error  was  corrected,  and  the  bill 
WU  re-eogrossed,  and  passed. 

OROAIVIZING  THE  MIUTIA. 

Tbe  bill  for  newly  orf^nizing  the  Militia  being 
the  order  of  the  day, 

Mr.  Otis  again  moved  to  discharge  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  from  the  further  considera- 
,    lion  of  this  bill ;  which  was  negatived,  there  be- 
inr  only  23  votes  for  it. 

Mr.  RoTLtDGE  then  mored  to  postpone  the  coo- 
sideralion  of  this  bill  until  Mondev  week,  in  order 
to  give  time  for  a  decision  upon  the  bill  authoriz- 
ing a  provisional  army.  This  motion  was  nega- 
tived, there  being  only  30  rotes  fot  it. 

Tbe  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  Militia  bill,  and  made 
•omc  further  prog;reBs  therein.  The  committee 
nue  and  bad  leave  (o  sit  again.    - 

IMPBACHMENT  OF  WILLUM  BLOUNT. 

Mr.  BiLDWiH,  from  the  committee  appointed 
to  inquire  into  the  authenticity  of  a  letter  of  Gco' 
eral  Clarke,  of  Georgia,  which  appears  in  th( 
documents  relative  to  the  conspiracy  of  Willian] 
Blount,  intimating  that  an  attempt  had  been  made 
to  engage  GeDem  Clarke  io  favor  of  the  British 
in  an  attack  against  the  French  and  Spaniard:, 
reported  certain  answers  to  interrogatories  which 
bad  been  put  to  General  Clark;,  in  which  he  ac- 
knowledges the  letter  to  be  his,  aod  slates  that  a 
person  of  the  name  of  William  Carrick.who  call- 
ed himself  a  British  captain,  offered  him  a  salary 
of  X10,ODO  from  the  British  QovernmeDt,  if  he 
would  engage  in  tbe  British  service  against  the 
French  and  Spaniards ;  and  that  afier  he  bad  re- 
fused the  proposal,  be  asked  him  if  any  sum  would 
induce  him  to  join  in  tbe  service  Tiroposed,  which 
being  answered  in  the  negative,  tlie  said  Carrick 
extorted  ftoio  him  a  promise  that  he  would  not 
disclose  this  proposal.  The  General  slates  that 
ke  knows  of  no  other  proposal  made  to  any  other 
persoo.     This  report  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

OHOAMIZINQ  THE  MILITU. 

The  House  went  again  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  bill  for  newly  organizing,  arming, 
and  disciplining  the  Militia  of  tbe  United  States; 
ifbeii,  after  considerable  diwussion, 

Mr.  Dattor  (the  Speaker)  moved  that  the  cdm- 


miileeri$e,in  order  that  it  might  be  discharged 
from  a  further  consideration  of  this  bill,  as  there 
appeared  an  evident  disposition  against  going  into 
an  amelioration  of  the  Militia  system  at  present; 
and  howevery  salutary  tbe  proposed  ragulaiioDS 
might  be  insatateoftranquilltty,  hedid  not  think 
it  would  be  proper,  under  the  present  circum- 
stances of  the  country,  to  derange  the  whole  Mi- 
litia system  to  so  great  a  decree  as  would  be  oc- 
casioned by  a  change  of  officers  and  of  men  front 
one  company  to  another.  Until  the  present  siata 
of  things,  therefore,  had  either  blown  over  or  be- 
come exhausted,  he  thought  it  would  be  best  to 
suffer  the  Militia  to  remain  on  its  present  footing. 
The  committee  rose  accordingly,  was  dischar^ 
ed,  and  the  bill  was  recommitted. 


HoNoaT,  April  30. 

The  bill  directing  payment  to  a  detachmeni  of 

militia'  for  services  performed  in  the  year  1704, 

under  Major  James  Ore.  was  read  the  third  lime^ 

end  paaiaed. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  em- 
powering certain  officers  and  others  to  administer 
oaths,  were  taken  up  and  agreed  to. 

A  bill  was  received  from  the  Senate  for  the  re- 
lief of  Joseph  Nourse,  and  was  read  the  first  time. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Otib,  the  House  went  into  a 
Committee  of  tbe  Whole  on  the  bill  supplement- 
ary and  in  addition  lo  an  act  for  the  relief  of  per- 
imprisoned  for  debt ;  and,  after  some  discus- 
and  several  amendments  made,  the  commit- 
3se,  was  discharged  from  a  further  considera- 
tion of  the  subject,  and  the  bill  was  recommitted. 
Mr.  RtrrLBiME  called  for  the  reading  of  the  bill 
)m  the  Senate  to  authorize  the  President  of  the 
United  Slates  to  cause  Io  be  purchased  or  built 
a  number  of  small  vessels,  to  be  equipped  as  gal- 
leys or  otberwise.    It  was  read,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union.    The  number  of  vessels  is  not  to  exceed 
ten,  and  the  money  to  be  appropriated  not  to  ex- 
ceed  t60,000. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Litinoston,  tbe  House  went 
into  a  Ojmtniltee  of  the  Whole  on  the  report  of 
the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  petitions  of 
Alexander  Macomb  and  William  Edgar.  These 
petitioners,  it  appears,  were  purchasers  of  certaiD 
lands  in  ibe  Northwestern  Territory,  sold  at  New 
York  in  1787,  under  tbe  ordinance  of  Congress  of 
the  30th  of  May,  1785.  The  memorialists  having 
n^lected  (o  pay  the  instalments  according  to  the 
terms  of  the  contract,  the  first  payment  which 
they  made  became  forfeited.  They  request  that 
Congress  will  either  permit  them  now  to  accom- 
plish the  payment  of  the  purchase  money  on  the 
original  terms,  and  thus  obtain  a  grant  of  the 
whole  quantity  of  land  purchased,  or  a  provision 
by  law  to  grant  lo  them  so  much  of  tbe  said  land 
as  will  be  tn  the  proportion  which  the  sum  hfere- 
tofore  paid  bears  to  ihe  whole  amount  of  the  pur- 
chase money.  Several  of  the  lots  for  which 
these  persons  made  their  contract  having  been 
sold  at  Pittsburg,  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  the 
18th  of  May,  1796,  the  committee  statea.  that  if 
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the  prayer  of  the  petitioD  should  be  granted,  i( 
will  be  aecM>iArv  to  indenmify  ihe  purcbaters  hf 
granting;  other  lots  of  equivalent  value.  But  as 
the  pelitioners  bare  shown  no  reason  why  they 
did  not  fulfil  their  contract,  excepting  that  their 
funds  were  otherwise  employed,  and  a.t  the  United 
Stales  must  have  incurred  considerable  expenses 
in  the  negotiation  when  the  contract  whs  " 
made,  the  Committee  of  Claims  can  find  no 
ion  why  the  farfeitUTC  to  which  ibe  petitioners 
have  subjected  themselves  by  the  terms  of  their 
contract  should  be  remitted ;  they,  therefore,  re- 
port it  a:i  their  opinion,  that  the  prayer  of  the 
petitionougbtnot  to  be  grauced.  The  whole  pur- 
chase money  was  $83,764;  one-third,  viz :  (39,669 
bad  been  paid,  and  by  the  cooEract  forfeited. 

This  report  was  advocated  by  Messrs.  D.  ¥oa- 
TBK,  Batard,  Macok,  and  Ai-leh,  and  opposed 
by  Mears,  LiviHoaTOH  and  Harper.  It  was 
wreed  to,  there  being  51  voles  in  its  favor.  The 
Hoose  concurred. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Harper,  the  House  went 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  report  of 
the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  petition  of  Cap- 
tUD  Thomas  Lewis.  The  petitioner  preys  for 
extra  pay  as  an  Aid-de-eamp  to  General  Wayne, 
for  a  certain  time.  The  committee  report  that 
the  General  had  already  two  Aids  (wbich  was  at) 
that  he  was  entitled  to)  and  that  it  was  a  settled 
principle  with  respect  to  the  Army  not  to  pay  an 
oScer  in  two  capacities.  As  it  appeared  by  the 
discussion  that  Captain  Lewis  bad  been  employed 
by  General  Wayne  as  an  additional  Aid,  and  that 
theprinciplespoltcnof  bytheCommitteeofClaims 
had  heretofore  been  departed  from,  the  report  of 
the  committee  was  disaf^reed  to,  and  a  resolution 
directing  tbeaccountiog  officers  to  settle  his  ac- 
count, was  agreed  to.  The  House  concurred  in 
the  report,  and  a  bill  was  directed  to  be  brought 
in  accordingly. 

PEOVIBIONAL  AKMY. 

Mr.  Sewall  moved  that  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  be  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  aulboi- 
izing  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  raise 
a  provisional  army,  in  order  that  it  might  be  re- 
ferred to  a  select  committee.    Agreed  to,  and 

Od  motion  of  Mr.  Situreaves,  it  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  for  the  Protection  of  Commerce 
and  the  Defence  of  the  Country. 

Hr.  Sewall  said,  as  Mr.  LiviNasTON,  who  was 
a  member  of  the  commiltee  iait  named,  had  ob- 
tained leave  of  absence  for  toe  remainder  of  the 
Mssion,  it  wonlQ  be  necessary  to  add  a  member  to 
that  committee  in  his  place ;  which  was  agreed 
to,  and  Mr.  Brookb  was  added. 

Mr.  Davis  moved  to  meet  in  future  at  ten 
tfclock  instead  of  eleven  in  the  morning.  The 
motion  waa  lost,  only  21  for  it. 

ToEsDAT,  May  1. 

Hr.  D.  FovTER  reported  a  bill  for  th«  relief  of 

Thomaa  Lewis,  which  vaa  eommitted  for  to- 


On  motion  of  Mr.  D.  Foster,  the  House  went 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  report 
of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  petition 
of  William  Parsons,  who  served  on  board  the 
Ranger  nloop  of  war,  in  our  war  with  Great  Bri- 
tain, and  who  states  that  he  was  out  of  this  coun- 
try from  the  lime  of  signing  the  preliminaries  of 
peace  till  after  the  act  of  limitation  foreclosed 
this  claim.  The  report  was  favorable.  It  was 
negatived,  there  beina;  only  A  votes  for  iL  The 
committee  rose  and  the  House  concurred  in  the 
decision. 

On  motion  of  the  «me  gentleman,  the  Houae 
went  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  re- 

Krt  of  the  same  committee  on  the  petition  of 
mea  Perry,  for  himself  and  partners,  who  prafs 
for  compensation  for  certain  supplies  taken  from 
their  iron  works  at  Spoiiswood,  in  New  Je»ey,in 
the  course  of  the  war,  on  the  VTound  of  himself 
and  partners  having  been  out  of  the  country  since 
the  cooclusion  of  peace.  The  report  of  the  com- 
mittee was  unfavorable,  and  was  concnrred  in  by 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  and  by  the  House. 

POST  OFFICES  AND  POST  ROAD& 
Mr.  Spniao  called  up  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee appointed  on  the  subject  of  Post  Offices  and 
Post  Ruads.  It  was  read,  and  slates  that  It  will 
be  inexpedient  to  make  any  alterations  in  the  lav 
relative  to  Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads  at  present. 
Messrs.  Dawson,  SpRroo,  and  W.  Clair orhb, 
each  expressed  their  disapprobation  of  this  report, 
and  concurred  in  blaming  the  committee  for  nav- 
ing  BO  long  delayed  makmg  a  report,  and  for  hav- 
ing now  reporled  in  this  way.  thougn  very  many 
petitioiks  had  been  presented  for  the  alteration  and 
addition  of  roads,  and  as  there  was  a  surplus  of 
revenue,  arising  from  the  Post  Office,  of  (50,000. 
Mr.  Thatcher  did  not  think  the  committee 
were  chergeable  with  delay,  for,  as  they  conceived, 
from  time  to  time,  that  there  vas  not  sufficient 
grotmd  for  making  any  change  in  the  present  law, 
they  waited  to  see  whether  anvching  should  arise 
to  change  that  opinion,  and  whea  the  committee 
had  been  applied  to  by  the  geutlemen  who  had  . 
expressed  their  disapprobation  of  this  report,  they 
were  repeatedly  desired,  if  they  thought  tbe  com- 
mittee ought  to  report,  to  call  upon  them  by  way 
of  rewlution.  Mr.  T.  said,  upwards  of  3,000 
miles  of  new  road  had  been  applied  for,  and  tmoi 
the  best  information  he  conld  get,  not  any  road  of 
fifty  miles  in  length  would  pay  one-half  the  ex- 

Knse  of  carrying  the  mail.  Upon  an  average^  he 
lieved,  the  roads  applied  for  would  not  pay  IS 
per  cent  of  the  expense.  A  few  shorter  roads 
might  pay  more  than  half  tbe  expense.  He  waa 
as  desirous  as  any  gentleman  of  extending  tbe 
post  roads  as  fast  as  possible;  but  he  thought 
once  in  two  years,  which  had  been  the  custom 
beretofoie,  was  often  enough  to  take  np  this  sub- 
ject. Seven  thousand  mues  of  new  rosd  had 
oeen  ordered  to  be  made  at  the  last  Winter  session, 
which,  he  believed,  would  not  pay  20  per  cent,  of 
the  eipeaae ;  and  as  he  beliercd  there  wcje  tan 
thousand  miles  in  the  Uikited  State*  which  had 
as  good  a  claim  for  post  rottds'aa  Ihe  thfee  thon- 
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land  appliad  for,  aad  though  there  was  at  present 
a  surplus  of  revenue,  (not  bo  great,  bowet-er,  as 
bad  been  stated)  as  he  was  apprehensire  from  the 
eonTersation  he  had  held  wub  the  Postniasler 
Oenerat  od  this  suhject,  that  the  circumstaDces  ia 
whicb  this  CDUDiry  might  expect  to  be  ioToWed, 
would  lessen  the  revenue  arising  from  the  Post 
Office,  he  did  not  think  ii  eipedieat  to  go  into  the 
subject  at  present.  Mr.  T.  said  he  was  perfectly 
nnconcerned  as  to  Wmself  whether  the  report  was 
■greed  to  or  not;  but  if  it  was  disagreed  to,  and 
leferred  to  the  same  committee,  he  should  not 
think  it  right  now  to  make  any  other  report  on 
the  subject  at  present. 

Mr.  Habpbs,  Mr.  Oallatin,  and  Mr.  Blount, 
•aeh  ex|iTes9ed  their  disapprobation  of  the  report ; 
and  Mr.  Micon,  aodMr.  T.Claibobhi:(  the  other 
two  members  of  the  select  committee)  their  opin- 
ion in  faTor  of  it. 

The  question  on  agreeing  to  the  report  was  put 
and  n^tiTed— 38  to  31. 

Mr.  Dawsom  moTed  that  the  subject  be  recom- 
.mitted.  Agreed  to,  and  a  committee  of  seren 
members  appointed. 

MAVAL  EXPENDITURES. 

Mr.  LiviNQBTON,  from  the  committee  appointed 
to  inquire  into  the  eipeodiinre  of  money  in  the 
Navy  Department,  informed  the  House  that  the 
oommittee  had  received  a  number  of  statementE 
from  the  Head  of  the  Department,  which  he  was 
desired  to  move  to  have  printed. 

Mr.  Oris  thought  the  printing  of  so  large  a 
volume  of  papers,  which  he  did  not  think  one 
member  in  fifty  would  ever  read,  would  be  a  ase- 
1ms  expense. 

Mr.  Qallatin  advocated  the  printing,  assurinff 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  he  should  read 
every  one  of  them,  aa  he  ivas  desiroua  of  knowing 
kow  the  monev  which  had  been  appropriated  for 
this  object  had  been  expended. 

The  motion  was  earned. 

PURCHASE  OF  SHALL  VESSELS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Haxkiboh,  the  House  went 
iittoaCommitteeof  tkeWhoteonlheslateof  the 
Union,  i<a  the  purpose  of  taking  up  the  bill  from 
the  SoiBte  for  authorizing  tbe  President  of  the 
Uitited  State*  to  build  or  purchase  a  number  of 
■mall  vessels,  to  be  equipped  »»  galleys,  or  other* 
wise;  which  being  agreed  lo,  tbe  bill  was  gone 
through  without  debate  or  amendment  Tbe  com- 
niitee  rose,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a 
third  time  to-morrow. 

ADDITIONAL  REVENUES. 

Mr  Habpbb,  itata  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  made  a  report,  in  pursuance  of  a  resolution 
irferted  to  that  committee  on  the  6ih  ultimo,  d  irect- 
ing  them  to  inquire  and  report  whether  any,  and 
what,  additional  revenue  wiU  be  necessary.  The 
tepoit  was  read,  as  follows : 

""niatiinthMr  opioioa,  Itwili  b«  nscssswy  to laiss ths 
iKn  cCtwoniHi^of  doUsrsb^i  tason  bnds,honna, 

*  *    H,  to  be  spptoprialad  ttaoag  die  mtbsI  Saues, 
C  to  Um  OoniMatimid  loK  «d  sn  the  bMi  of 


the  Isst  ceniDs ;  the  node  ol 

to  tie  unifbrm  Ihroug^ant  the  United  Stsles. 

"  This  opinion  tbey  have  founded  on  a  view  of  the 
probable  amonat  of  ths  ordinsiy  eipenditare  of  the  pre- 
sent year,  and  of  revenue  from  Che  existing  taxes,  pre- 
sented bj  esrtsin  statements  from  the  Sticretsry  i^  the 
TiesBurj ;  which,  together  with  the  letter  of  the  eom- 
mittee  to  him  on  tbe  tabjecl,  end  his  answer,  sre  sott- 
joined  to  this  report. 

"  From  tbrse  statements,  it  sppears  that  tbe  ordinary 
expenditure  of  tbe  preeeot  year,  msking  sn  sllowsnos  of 
one  hundred  ttiouond  doilsrs  for  oecaaonsl  grsnt^  and 
one  hundrad  and  thitty  diousand  for  leimbmwng  the 
onftinded  regiitend  debt,  and  tbe  payaieDt  of  old  ao- 
connti^  will  amount  to  ai  millioiu  nine  baodred  sad 
twm^-nz  thoosend  fear  hundred  end  nitj  doltsrs. 

"  And  that  the  retHiiie.  fiom  exining  taua,  st*lin( 
tbe  hnpost  and  tonnage  dtities  St  Mran  millions  of  doilsrs, 
sndlheintemsldatieiutieTen  bundled  thoosanddaUan^ 
will  ammiDl  to  right  ouUioiueleTai  thousand  eighihii*- 
drsd  and  ninr^-aeraL  dollars. 

"The  imposts  and  tonnsge  era  staled  at  aomethinfl 
mon  than  five  buDdted  thouMnd  dolUn  below  tbe  ac- 
toal  reoeipla  i4  last  year,  which  were  levui  milKoos  five 
bandred  sod  BH^-nine  tbouNuid  six  hundred  and  forty- 
nine  doUsn— an  abatement  which  the  Secrettrj  has 
thought  it  ptudent  to  make,  on  account  of  the  effiicti  likely 
(o  be  produced  on  this  graat  hanch  of  tbe  lerenuB  by  tlw 
depredations  oa  onr  conunerce.  The  intFmsl  rereoues 
are  stated  higher,  by  a  nun  rf  one  hundred  and  twanty- 
five  thousand  dollan,  thaa  the  actual  receipts  of  the  lait 
yeer,  which  were  five  hundred  and  seventy-five  tbotuend 
fbnr  hundred  and  Dinely-ona  dollars.  This  increase,  tbe 
Secretary  supposes,  may  be  expected  from  an  improved 
mode  of  coUoclion. 

"The  stamp  duties  sre  staled  at  two  hundred  thoussnd 
dollars  sjinually — an  estimate  nluch  tbe  committee  con- 
ceive to  be  suffidently  moderate. 

"Tskingtbe  total  amount  of  revenue,  from  all  the  pre- 
sent branches  of  it,  to  be  eight  millians  sleven  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  ninety  eersn  dollars,  as  above  ststed, 
and  deducting  that  of  onUnsiy  expenditme,  takn  at  six 
nullions  nine  himdred  and  tmaa^-ms,  '^■™— -<  four  him- 
dred  and  sixty  dollar^  there  will  be  a  clear  snrjdas,  in  the 
present  year,  (rf  one  million  ei^y  five  thoueand  fav 
nnndredandlbit^-eevendollsiat  which,  if  left  une{»iro- 
priated,  would  go  lo  the  discharge  of  the  puUie  dsb^ 
but  msy  be  spplied  towards  defraying  the  exiraordinHy 
expenses  voted  during  the  present  seseion. 

"  Theee  expenses  conidst  of  the  fbllowing  items  :  fai- 
lificslions,  three  hundred  end  forty  thousand  dollars  i 
bbrication  or  purchase  of  arms,  cann(Hi,  and  militsij 
Roies,  nine  hiiadred  thouesnd  ddlars  ;  nsvsl  srmamen^ 
nine  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars ;  new  regimeal 
of  ardllny,  one  hundred  and  sevens-two  thonasnd  im» 
hundred  and  forty-ditee  dollars — m«)dng  an  aggregate 
of  two  miUiani  three  hnndred  and  sixty-two  thoossnd 
one  hnndred  and  Ibt^-two  dollars. 

"To  tbiattwillbepn^ertoaddasam,  probably  not 
exceeding  Ibr^  thouMud  dolfara,  fbr  qosrlennester^  and 
eraitingetit  expenses  attending  the  new  regiment  of  artil- 
leiy.  And  dMuU  lbs  Ull  now  baCire  the  House  Ibr 
providmc  galleya  be  agreed  to,  sn  expense  of  cigh^ 
thoaeand  dollars  will  be  incomd  on  that  account.  These 
two  sums,  added  (o  the  fbrmer,  will  i«se  the  aggregate 
of  extraoriiuary  expensss  to  two  milh^  four  hnadied 
sad  ttghty-two  Ihovsand  one  hndred   and  fcfty-nm 
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IB  have  Rot  taken  into  vieir  the  eipom 
wbif^  tnaj  be  ineoneil  foi  the  militarj  defence  ti  the 
toatArj,  either  bj  a  piaTiBontl  annj  or  detachmuitB  of 
aUtti*.  It  ii  oeitajn,  howaver,  that  whichever  of  thoae 
modea  avf  be  pnAiied,  «  coueidenbta  expanaa,  m  caae 
of  MtlMl  Mrviea,  mwt  b«  bcnrrad  ;  it  will  be  fbr  the 
Houaa  to  decide  how  fiu  ■  pioTiaon  for  thii  axpoiae 
ou^l  DOW  to  b«  coutsBpUted. 

"Neither  h>Te  the  committee  taken  into  their  Mti- 
tutc  a  provinon  fbr  the  deferred  debt;  the  interest  and 
MliiiKUidung  annni^  on  which,  auounting  to  one  mil- 
Eon  one  hundred  and  fi»t;-Mi  thviuand  thne  hundred 
«nd  aatenty  dollara,  will  become  pajable  in  the  year' 
1B01 ;  noi  for  the  heavj  instalmeniB  on  the  fcKeign  debt, 
which  will  become  due  in  the  yean  1803,  IBUS,  and 
ISOi.  But  tbej  conniTe  it  ie  i^  naa  to  ftate  that  thoae 
BuUlnienta,  joined  to  the  intaraat  which  in  Ihta  year  are 
anly  *>z  bntidiad  thonnnd  and  lartj-<ae  dollBt%  will 
amMin^  in  the  year  IBOS,  to  one  million  niu«  luuidred 
ikd  oiM  IbovMnd  nine  hnndred  and  thir^-one  d^ar* ; 
in  the  yaar  1803,  to  two  miUiona  ui  hunvad  and  fbrty- 
ODe  thonaand  fbor  hundred  and  fifty -^uee  dollara;  ud 
in  the  year  ISM,  to  two  milliona  filfy-two  thounnd  ux 
luindrtd  and  twenty-three  dollara.  After  which,  they 
decline  to  one  millioD  thirteen  thouaand  two  hundred 
and  (hii^-two  dollara,  in  the  year  ISOT;  and  to  two 
hmdred  and  fifty-fbor  thonaand  five  hundred  and  twenty 
dollaii  in  tSOt,  when  the  debt  will  be  eilinguudied. 
Hence  it  appean,  thai  in  the  year  1801,  the  ordinaiy 
eipenee  will  be  increased  one  miJIioD  one  hundred  and 
dny  mi  thonaand  three  hundred  aJid  aeventy  dollar*; 
in  the  year  1809,  to  the  amoant  of  three  millions  seien 
hnndred  and  eighty  leven  thonaaiid  eight  hundred  and 
twen^-thiee  dollan,  being  the  luma  payable,  in  that 
jMf,  on  the  tbreign  and  ddbmd  debu — which  soma  it 
will  be  iimriWiiy  to  provide,  in  thoae  yean,  above  the 
■moont  of  the  preaent  ordinary  axpenditont. 

"To  meet  the  above  mentioned  eitinoidinaiy  ex- 
penaea,  amonnting  to  two  miliioni  four  htindred  and 
eighty-two  thousand  one  hundred  and  Ibtty-two  dollara, 
Congreee  has  no  present  fundi  beyond  tha  mnihla 
already  itated,  and  amonnting  to  one  miUloD  eighty- 
i-n  tbouaand  four  hundred  and  thiily-atven  dollara, 
whidi  being  deducted  frMn  the  aggregate  of  eitraordi- 
■aty  enMlseB,  leave*  «  balanoe  <^  one  milli<»i  three 
IraDdnd  and  joineg'-aii  thoniand  seven  hundrad  and 
Sre  dolUn  to  be  provided  b^  new  revenue. 

"The  oommittee  WMdd  «)•«>  obaerve,  dut  two  inatal' 
inanla  on  the  debt  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  State*, 
■Mfunting  to  four  hundred  thouaand  dollan,  and  luit 
oonliiiued  on  loan,  will  become  due  on  tb*  Slat  of  De< 
«ember,  in  the  present  jaai.  It  will  b«  for  the  House 
I*  consider  how  lu  ptovision  fbr  the  discharge  of  thoae 
inatalmaitB  oi^ht  now  to  be  made.  8hoald  such  pro. 
tiskm  be  considered  as  necessary,  it  vrill  raise  the 
amount  to  be  provided  for  by  new  revenuee  to  the  sum 
of  one  million  seven  hundred  and  ninety^ix  tboosand 
Mven  hnndred  and  five  dollars. 

"  This  BUiD,  it  wilt  be  ob«rved,  Ms  considerably 
diort  of  the  proposed  tax  ;  but  in  the  present  situation 
of  the  counliy,  with  such  probability  of  increased  ei- 
nnaei;  auch  poesibility,  not  to  say  probability,  of  do. 
talcation  in  the  greatest  bianch  of  the  present  revenue, 
dte  impost  and  tonnage  duty;  and  the  eertunty  of  a 
fraat  augmsntation  in  the  ordinary  expenses,  br  the 
d^rred  debt  and  the  increaaing  instalnieata  a  the 
iwiugii  debt;  the  comnlltee  do  not  thmk  it  safe  toctm- 
u  additioital  psvataa,  &om  peciMMkt  samcH 


nation,  to  a  less  aiaount  than  two  miUiotu  of 

"  On  thia  view  of  the  subject,  they  stlbnit  to  lh« 
House  the  following  reeohrtims  : 

■•  HmcImA  That  it  wiU  be  expedient  to  raiaa  an  ad- 
ditional iBvenue  of dollan  annually  by  a  dirsat 

tax. 

Smoleed,  That  the  said  tax  OBght  to  be  laid,  kf 

Ibrm  saaeasment,  on  lands,  housea,  and  alavaa. 

Raohtd,  That  the  appprtionment  of  the  said  lac 

ought  to  be  made  among  the  several  States,  according 

to  their  respective  nomber  of  inbebitanta,  a*  ascertainad 

by  the  last  oeosus." 

Some  objections  being  made  to  this  report  ^ 
Mr.  Bayard  and  Mr.  Champlin,  an  the  ground 
of  its  not  baving  been  laid  before  the  Commitue 
of  Way^  and  Means  since  it  was  drawn  bjr  the 
cbairmBiij  (and  Mr.  Harper  declining  to  wilk- 
draw  it)  ii  wms  recommitted  to  that  committee. 

NATURALIZATION  LAW. 

Mr.  SewaLL,  from  the  Committee  for  the  Pro- 
tection of  Commerce  and  the  Defence  of  the  Coun- 
try, wbo  were  instructed  to  inquire  and  report 
whether  any  and  what  alterations  were  necessary 
in  the  natural izaticHi  act,  and  into  the  eipediency 
of  eBtabliahing,  by  law,  regulations  respeetiitf 
aliens  arrivine,  or  residing,  within  the  United 
Stales,  reported  as  follows : 

That  by  faiCB  of  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  to  eatah- 
liah  an  unilbrm  rule  of  naturalization,  and  to  repeal 
the  act  heretofore  passed  on  that  subject,"  aliens  are 
admitted  to  become  citizens  of  the  United  States,  when, 
in  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  there  is  not  suffiaent 
evidence  of  their  attachment  to  tlie  laws  and  welfore  of 
tliiB  country  to  entitle  Uiem  to  sodi  [nivilege ;  and 
that,  for  Uus  ptupose,  a  longer  residence  vritbin  the 
United  States,  before  admiauoii,  than  the  act  providee, 
ia  eeaential,  and  ought  to  be  required.  The  committee 
are  also  of  opinion,  that  some  precautions  against  the 
prmniseuou*  recepdon  and  residence  of  aliens,  vrhieh 
may  be  thought  at  all  times  advisable,  are,  at  this  time, 
more  apparently  neoesiary  and  important,  especially 
for  the  securing  or  removal  of  those  who  may  be  rac- 
pected  of  hoatils  intentions. 

On  these  subjecta,  respectively,  tlie  oommittae  big 
leave  to  recommend  the  following  reednlionB  : 

1.  Baaietd,  That  provisiwi  ought  to  be  mada  bj 
law,  to  ^l(»tg  llie  term  of  reaidetkoe  within  the  IJnilad 
States,  which  shall  be  proved  by  an  alien  before  he 
shall  be  admitted  to  become  a  dtMn  of  the  Unitad 
States,  or  of  any  State. 

S.  RuoiBtd,  That  provision  be  made,  by-law,  for  a 
report  and  registry  of  all  aliens  wlio  shall  continue  resi- 
dents, or  shall  hereafter  arrive  within  the  United  SUtea, 
with  suitable  description*  of  their  places  of  birth  and 
citixen*hip,  and  places  of  arrival  and  residence  within 
the  United  States. 

3.  Saolved,  Thst  proviuon  be  made  by  law  for  the 
apprehending,  securing,  or  removal,  u  die  caae  may 
require,  of  aO  aliens,  being  malee,  of  the  age  of  foar* 
teen  years  and  upwards,  who  shall  oontinue  to  reside, 
or  shall  arrive  within  the  United  States,  being  natives, 
dtiiens,  or  subjects  of  any  country,  the  Ooverninent 
whereof  shall  dadsre  war  against  the  United  Siatea,  or 
dk«U  threaten,  attempt,  or  perpelrata  any  inveaon  or 
predatory  incursions  ttoon  ^ur  territorr,  as  soon  §• 
^y  be  after  the  Pra^dsU  of  the  Unitad  BtatM  (riut 
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Bak«  pcoclamttioii  of  nieh  eroiL  Pioviiiiiiii  in  ■!! 
emtn  wbere  aoch  alieDi  are  not  chtrgulila  with  aetnal 
hoMilitj.tlut  Ibe  period  wUM  b;  uij  beUj  wilh  nch 
boMiU  nation,  oi  other  rwiaoniMe  period,  aocording  to 
IhanMseof  natiooa,  and  ths  dntieaof  htunanitj, riull 
b«  allowed  lot  the  depaitnre  of  aneli  atiieD^  with  all 
Ibeif  cflBcta,  bma  the  temlonr  of  the  United  Btalea 
and  eid^ting  all  caaea  of  aoefa  alieM  to  whoa  paw 
porta  or  ocences  of  laaidence  nta;  bo  cnnted  coiuaat 
■ntty  with  the  public  aa&l;. 

This  report  was  Teferred  Id  the  Committee  of 
die  Whole  on  the  stale  of  the  Unioi 

Ob  motion  of  Mr.  S.  Smitb,  the  House  went 
iBtoa  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  toci 
linne  in  force  part  of  an  act  therein  meolioo' 
{relative  to  the  revenue  cutten,)  which  wis  agri 
lo,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  tin^e ;  which 
was  accordingly  dt»e  and  the  bill  pasted. 

WaDNBSDAT,  Hay  2. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  Preiideot  of  the  United 
States  to  build  or  purchase  a  number  of  small  ves- 
sels, to  be  employed  as  galleyi,  or  otherwise,  was 
lead  the  third  time  and  passed, 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House, 
that  they  oave  passed  a  resolution  authorizing 
Thomas  Pinckney,  late  Minister  Plenipotentiary 
in  London,  to  receive  the  presents  offered  to  him 
by  the  Courts  of  Qreat  Britain  and  Spain,  to 
which  they  request  coacnrreoce. 

Mr.  Harpeb  presented  the  report  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  recammendiDg  a  direct 
lax  of  two  inillioos  to  be  raised  by  a  direct  tax 
upon  Isnd,  houses,  and  slaves,  which  wss  yester- 
day recommitted.  It  was  referred  toaCommi" 
of  the  Whole,  and  made  the  order  for  Friday. 
NATURALIZATION  LAW. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sewall,  the  House  west 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  repott 
made  yesterday  by  the  Committee  for  the  Protec- 
tion of  Commerce  and  the  Defence  of  the  Country, 
on  the  subject  of  natnralizaiioD  ;  and  the  report 
having  been  read,  and  the  first  resolution  for  pro- 
loDging  the  term  of  residence  before  aliens  shall 
be  admitted  ascitizeiu.  being  under  consideration, 

Mr.  Sbwall  said,  the  term  of  residence  now 
required  from  foreigners  before  they  can  become 
citizens,  is  five  yean.  The  committee  think  this 
period  too  short ;  it  is  much  shorter  than  the  pe- 
riod adopted  by  the  French  Qi)vemment.  The 
commiifee  were  of  opinion  that  a  residence  of  at 
least  tea  years  should  be  required  j  but  this  might 
be  left  a  blank  in  the  bill,  and  afterwards  filled. 

Mr.  Harper  believed  that  it  was  high  time  we 
should  recover  from  the  mistake  which  this  coun- 
try fell  into  when  it  first  b^n  to  form  its  consii- 
tuiion%  of  admitting  foreigners  to  citizenship. 
This  mistake,  he  believed,  had  been  productive  of 
Tflry  great  evils  to  this  country,  and,  unless  cor- 
rected; he  WBI  apprehensive  those  evils  would 
greatly  increase.  He  believed  the  time  was  now 
come  when  it  would  be  proper  to  declare,  that 
Bodiipg  but  birth  should  entiue  a  man  to  citizen- 
ship iti  this  conatry.  He  thought  this  was  the 
propee  aeuon  for  Buking  the  dectantion.     He 


believed  ibe  United  Suites  had  experience  enough 
to  cure  them  of  the  folly  of  believing  ibat  the 
stretigth  and  happiness  of  the  country  would  be 
promoted  by  admitting  to  the  tights  of  citizenship 
all  the  coQgregatiotu  of  people  who  resort  to  these 
shores  from  every  part  of  the  world  Under  these 
tmpre^ODs,  which,  as  he  supposed  they  woaU 
have  the  same  force  upon  others  as  upon  himself,  ' 
he  should  not  detain  the  committee  by  dilating 
upon,  he  proposed  to  amend  the  resolution  by 
adding  to  it  the  following  words,  viz :  "  that  pr»- 
visitHi  ought  to  be  made  by  law  for  preventing 
any  person  becoming  entitled  to  the  rights  of  a 
cittzen  of  the  United  State^  except  by  hirth." 

The  Cbaibnar  declared  tnis  amendment  wooU 
be  a  substitute  to  the  resolaiion  before  the  com- 
mittee, and  therefore  not  in  order. 

Mr.  Oria  said,  he  wanld  propose  an  amendmml, 
which  he  believed  would  be  in  order,  which  was 
as  follows,  namely,  "and  that  no  alien  bora,  wlfo 
is  not  at  present  a  citizen  of  the  United  States, 
shall  hereafter  be  capable  of  holding  any  office  of 
honor,  trust,  or  profit,  under  the  United  States." 

Mr.  Habpeb  moved  to  amend  this  amendment 
by  adding  the  following  words:  "or  of  voting  at 
the  election  of  any  member  of  the  Legislature  of 
the  United  States,  or  of  any  Stale." 

Mr.  H.  said,  he  was  for  giving  foreigners  every 
facility  for  acquiring  properly,  of  holding  this  pro- 
perty, of  raisiDg  their  famili^  and  of  transferring 
their  property  to  their  families.  He  was  willing 
they  should  form  citizens  for  us ;  but  as  to  the 
rights  of  citizenship,  he  was  not  wilting  thfr 
should  be  enjoyed,  except  by  persons  born  in  this 
country.  He  did  not  think  this  even  was  desira- 
ble by  the  persons  themselves.  Why,  be  a^ked, 
did  foreigners  seek  a  residence  in  this  country^ 
He  supposed  it  was  either  to  belter  their  condition, 
or  to  live  under  a  Qovernment  better  and  more 
free  than  that  they  had  left.  But  was  it  necessary 
these  persons  should  at  once  become  entitled  to 
take  a  part  in  the  concerns  of  our  Qovernment? 
He  believed  it  by  no  means  necessary,  either  to 
their  happiness  or  prosperity,  and  he  was  sure  it 
would  not  lend  to  the  nappiness  of  this  country. 
If  the  native  citizens  are  not  indeed  adequate  to 
the  performanee  of  the  duties  of  (jrovemment,  tl 
mignt  be  expedient  to  invite  legislators  or  voters 
from  other  countries  to  do  that  business  for  which 
Ibey  themselves  are  not  qualified.  But  if  the  peo- 
ple of  the  country,  who  owe  their  birth  to  it,  aie 
adequate  to  all  the  duties  of  Qovernment.  he  could 
not  see  for  what  reason  sirangeru  should  be  ad- 
mitted; strangers  who,  however  acceptable  they 
may  be  in  other  respects,  could  not  have  the  same 
views  and  attachments  with  native  citizens.  Un- 
der this  view  of  the  subjeetj  he  was  convinced  it 
was  an  cisential  polid^  which  lay  at  the  bottom 
of  civil  society,  that  none  but  persons  born  in  the 
country  should  be  permitted  to  take  a  part  in  the 
Government.  There  might  have  been,  Mr.  H. 
acknowledged,  individual  excentions,  and  there 
may  be  again,  to  this  general  rule ;  but  it  was  ne- 
cetery  to  make  regulaiians  general,  and  he  be- 
lieved the  danger  arising  from  admitting  foreign- 
era  gesanlly  to  eitixenship  would  be  greater  iSam 
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cilizeaship   the  most  ieaeiy'iag   foreiKners. 
belieTed  it  wouM  have  been  well  for  iliis  couniry 
if  [he  principle  conlBioed  in  thisamendmeiit  '     ' 
been  adopted  sooner;  he  hoped  ii  would  dot 
adopted. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  believed  it  would  be  best  Grsi  lo 
decide  upon  the  resolution  as  reported;  ifitwai 
n^tived,  the  geDtlemau  from  Soath  Caroliua 
might  then  introduce  his  amendment  as  a  substi- 
tute. To  adopt  the  resolution  as  repotted  would 
be,  he  believed,  to  agree  upon  an  ex  post  facto 
r^ulatioD.  It  could  not  be  intended,  lie  should 
suppose,  tu  prevent  persons  who  had  resided  in 
thi*  country  two  or  Inree  years,  under  ihe  expec- 
tation of  becoming  citizen*  at  the  end  of  five  years, 
from  that  privilege. 

Mr.  Cbamfuk  suggested  whether,  if  thia  amend- 
meat  was  adopted,  it  would  not  prevent  foreign- 
ers, who  are  not  U  present  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  from  becoming  officers  in  the  Military  or 
Naval  Departments  oT  the  United  States.  If  so,* 
he  believed  it  would  be  proper  to  insert  the  word 
"  civil"  before  ■'  officers." 

Mr-  Otis  acknowledged  that  the  objectioos  of 
the  gentleman  from  Maryland  (Mr.  S.  Suitb) 
were,  in  some  decree,  well  founded;  but  there  might 
be  r^ulatioos  introduced  into  the  bill  to  avoid 
then).  The  present  law,  he  believed,  directs  that 
persons  shall  give  notice  of  (heir  intention  of  be- 
coming citizens  of  the  United  States.  Where 
this  notice  bad  been  given,  he  thought  such  per- 
sooE  should  be  excluded  from  the  operation  ofthe 
law.  These  resolutions  having  only  been  laid 
upon  the  table  this  morning,  he  wished,  however, 
that  ibe  commitlee  might  rise,  in  order  to  afford  a 
little  time  for  cm  aid  era  lion.  He  wished  to  ex- 
clude all  foreigners,  whom  he  could  Constitution- 
ally exclude,  from  holdiog  offices  in  ihe  United 
States;  hut  not  to  entrap  such  as  are  in  the  way 
of  becoming  citizens. 

Mr.  H«RPER  said,  that,  having  had  it  suggested 
to  him  that  the  Constitutioa  would  not  aBmil  of 
restraining  the  States  in  their  admission  of  citi- 
zens, he  should  withdraw  his  amendment  for  the 
present,  until  he  had  had  an  opportunity  of.exam- 
ming  the  CoDsiiiution  in  this  respect. 

The  moiiou  being  put  for  the  committee  to 
rise,  it  was  carried,  and  the  committee  rose  ac- 
cordingly. 

COMPENSATION  OF  MARSHALS,  Ac. 
Od  motion  of  Mr.HiRPEn,  theHouseweni  iuto 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  provide 
compensation  for  marshals,  clerks,  jurors,  and 
witnesses  in  the  Courts  of  the  United  States;  and. 
aAer  considerable  discussion,  the  committee  rose, 
leave  was  refused  to  thera  to  sit  again,  and  the 
bill  was  recommitted  to  a  committee  of  sixteen 
members. 

Mr.  Gallatin  then  proposed  the  following  in- 
struction to  the  committee : 

'^Remhtd,  That  the  cammittae  to  whom  this  bill  ii 
nifcirad  be  instruelcd  to  inqnbre  inta  the  umasl  offidsl 
mioIaiaenlBiseemdbfinaTBhali,  clerks,  and  dutrict  at- 
tonMja,  dutingoiiluQg  betwsen  fees  pu6  by  indiridDato 
isd  what  is  pud  by  the  Unitad  BtaUa." 
5lh  Cos. — 50 


After  coDfuderable  opposition  from  Messrs.  Dgh- 
Nis,  BAT1.RD,  Habpeb,  and  Otis,  this  resolution 
was  carried— 36  to  35. 

Tb  UBS  DAT,  May  3. 
PRESENTS  TO  MINISTERS. 

Mr.  Baldwin  called  up  the  resotution  from  the 
Senate,  authorizing  Thomas  Pinckney,  Esq.,  late 
Envoy  Extraordinary  in  Spain,  to  receive  the 
presents  offered  to  him  by  the  Kings  of  England 
and  Spain,  on  his  departure  from  those  Courts; 
which,  having  been  read,  Mr.  B.  said,  the  same 
subject  had  Seen  referred  by  this  House  to  th» 
aelect  committee,  and  he  was  instructed  to  report 
a  resolution  similar  to  that  from  the  Senate;  but 
the  Senate  having  sent  down  this,  he  supposed  it 
woald  be  unnecessary  to  report  another  resolution. 

Mr.  8iT0R£AVEa  hoped  the  House  would  con- 
cur in  this  resolution. 

Mr.  Macon  moved  that  it  be  referred  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole.  If  Coiwress  anchorjxed  ib» 
receiving  of  presents  from  foreign  Courts,  they 
must  also,  he  supposed,  go  into  the  European  eus- 
'  im  of  giving  presents  to  foreign  Ministers. 

It  viaa  committed  for  io-morrow. 

NATURAUZATION  LAW. 

Mr.  Sewall  moved  the  House  to  eo  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  in 
order  to  resume  the  consideration  of  the  resolu- 
tion which  had  been  reported  on  the  subject  of 

ns  wished  to  propose  a  resolution  to  the 
House,  before  it  resolved  itself  into  a  Comnjittee- 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  as  a  snb- 
scitute  for  the  first  resolution,  reported  by  the 
Committee  for  the  Protection  of  Commerce  and 
the  Oefenae  of  the  Country.  It  was  to  the  fol- 
lowing effect : 

"Saolred,  That  no  alien  bom,  who  iinot  atpiMent 
■  citiien  nf  Qte  United  Sttles,  shall  heraafter  be  capabla 
of  holding  sny  office  of  honor,  trust,  or  pmdt,  undn 
Iha  United  Sutes." 

Mr.  Venablg  did  not  think  the  House  were  au- 
thorized to  enact  such  a  principle  into  a  law.     If 
taken  up  at  all,  it  ought  to  be  considered  as  a  pro- 
position for  amending  the  Constitution.    If  it  was 
thought  necessary  by  gentlemen    to  amend  the 
Constitution  in  this  way,  he  should  not  object  to 
going  into  the  subject    After  foreigners  were  ad-  - 
mitted  as  citizens,  Coneress  had  not  the  power  of     ' 
declaring  what  snould  oe  their  rights ;  the  Gonsti-    [ 
tutionhasdonethis.  Foreigners  must,  therefore.be    \ 
refused  the   privilege  of  becoming  citizens  alto- 
gether, or  admitted  to  all  the  rights  of  citizens.        ~' 

Mr.  Otis  bad  no  idea  that  ihis  proposition  conld 
be  considered  as  a  proposition  to  amend  the  Con- 
If  the  House  had  the  power  to  amend 
the  naturalization  law,  and  to  extend  the  time  of 
residence  necessary  to  entitle  an  alien  to  citizen- 
ihip,  they  could  certainly  extend  it  lo  the  life  of 
nan.  The  idea  of  citizenship  did  not  always  in- 
ilude  the  power  of  holding  offices,  ^n  Great  Bri- 
ain  no  aUen  was  ever  permitted  to  hold  an  office, 
he  wished  they  might  not  be  kllowed  to  do  it  here. 
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The  Speaker  s&id  this  was  aoi  tbe  proper  time 
to  aigue  wheiber  this  propositJoQ  ought  to  be  eon- 
■idered  as  ao  amendment  la  the  Constitution. 
The  Committee  of  the  Whole  would  report  upon 
it  as  ibey  thought  proper. 

Mr.  Venable  did  not  object  to  the  resolution 
being  referred,  but  thought  it  ought  to  go  rather 
to  an  ordinary  Committee  of  the  Whole  than  to 
that  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  as  tie  did  not  be- 
lieve CoDgres«  had  the  power  of  saying,  men  who 
were  entitled  to  hold  offices  by  the  ConBtiiution, 
■hall  not  hold  them. 

The  motion  for  reference  was  put  and  carried, 
there  being  for  it  45  rotes. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  slate  of  the  Union,  Mr. 
Debt  in  the  Chair ;  when 

Mr.  Otis  moved  to  postpone  the  coDaideTation 
of  the  resolulion  formerly  under  consideration,  for 
eEteadiog  the  time  of  residence  of  aliens  before 
they  should  be  entitled  to  citizenship,  in  order  to 
take  up  the  resolution  which  he  bad  proposed,  and 
which  had  been  referred  to  this  committee. 

The  queslioQ  was  put  and  negatived-— 51  to  26. 

The  question  then  returned  upon  the  motion 
made  by  Mr.  Otih  yesterday,  to  amend  the  first 
resolution,  b^  adding  words  of  the  same  tenor  with 
those  coDtained  in   the  resolutioa  referred  this 


It  inquire,  because  he  believed  the  Pj 
dent  and  Senate  could  always  appoint  such  men 
as  they  thought  proper  to  office.  If  a  man  is  a 
citizen,  he  is  riigible  to  office  aereeably  lo  the 
Constitutional  rule,  and  that  could  not  be  altered 
by  law.  If  the  people  chose  toelectaforeigner  as 
B  member  of  the  Legislature,  if  he  had  been  a 
citizen  seven  years,  Cungress  could  not  say  be 
abould  not  be  eligible.  They  might,  indeed, rnahe 
the  time  of  residence,  to  entitle  a  foreigner  to  citi- 
seoship,  so  long,  as  to  prevent  him  in  that  way 
fitxn  holding  a  seat  in  the  Legislature ;  but,  aAei 
a  man  is  a  citizen,  be  must  be  entitled  to  ihi 
lights  of  a  citizen. 

Mr.  Otis  said,  eeutlemen  could  certainly  read 
the  Constitution  for  themselves,  and  draw  their 
own  conclusions  from  it.  He  himself  had  not  the 
■mallesi  doubt  as  to  the  Constitutionality  of  le- 
•tricting  aliens  in  the  way  proposed.  He  believed 
that  CoDgreta,  having  the  power  to  establish  an 
uniform  rule  of  natural izttion,  could,  if  they 
thought  proper,  make  a  residence  of  forty  oi  fifty 
yeaiB  necessary  before  on  alien  should  be  entitled 
to  citizenship,  which  would  extend  lo  the  whole 
life  of  a  person,  and  prove  an  effectual  exclusion. 
If  Congress,  then,  haaarig^ht  to  exclude  foreigners 
altogetner  from  citizenship,  any  modification  ot 
that  risht  was  certainly  within  their  power,  and 
would  be  an  advantage  to  aliens,  for  which  they 
ou^ht  to  be  grateful.  There  would  be  nothing  in 
this  contrary  to  the  Constitution  jforit  wasalwayi 
acknowledged  that  whet£  pn  absolute  power  ouy 
bBUMciged,  ^conditional  power  may  also  be  ex- 
erciead.  W^at  advantage,  he  asked,  was  derived 
to  this  country  from  giving  aliens  eligibility  *~ 


office?  The  peopleof  this  country  were  certaialy 
equal  to  the  legislation  and  administration  of  theit 
~~  Government,  comprising  all  the  aliens  who 
low  become  citizens.  He  had  no  doubt  but 
many  aliens  would  become  very  valuatde  acquisi- 
tions to  this  country ;  but  he  had  no  idea  of  admit- 
ting them  into  the  Government.  He  did  not  wish 
I  the  door  to  the  intrigues  of  other  countries 
way ;  since  we  know  there  are  countries 
whose  chief  attention  is  paid  to  the  obtaining  of 
influence  in  the  internal  concerns  of  the  countries 
}ver  which  they  wish  to  have  dominion.  And  he 
could  see  it  possible  that  persons  might  be  furnish- 
ed by  such  a  country  to  come  here  and  buy  lands, 


and  by  that  means,  in  time,  get 

"         "  '     '      be  said,  was  very  carefnl  of 


the  Gove 
It.    Great  Britain,  b 

which  led  to  her  liberty  in  this  re- 

.     as  were  there  excluded  from  holding 

all  places  of  honor,  profit,  or  trust.  The  situation 
of  America  heretofore  was  different  from  what  it 
is  at  present.  It  had  not  only  been  thought  good 
policy,  in  times  past,  to  encourage  foreigners  to 
come  io  this  country,  but  also  to  admit  them  into 
the  L^islature,  and  important  offices.  But  now, 
said  he,  America  is  growing  into  a  nation  of 
importance,  and  it  would  be  an  object  with  foreign 
nations  to  gain  an  influence  in  our  councils ;  and, 
before  any  such  attempt  wis  made,  it  was  proper 
to  make  provision  against  it;  for  if  the  time  ever 
should  arrive  when  a  number  of  persons  of  this 
description  bad  found  their  way  into  the  Legisla- 
ture, a  motion  of  this  kind  would  of  course  be  very 
odious.  If,  however,  gentlemen  were  of  a  difller- 
ent  opinion,  and  think  the  object  would  be  better 
accomplished  by  extending  the  residence  of  aliens, 
lie  should  not  object  to  that  course  being  taken, 
though  he  thought  the  one  he  proposed  perfectly 
within  the  power  of  the  House. 

Mr.  SiTOHBAVEs  wished  that,  in  attaining  an 
object  in  which  all  seemed  to  concur,  they  might 
avoid  any  Constitutional  embarrassment;  end  this 
it  was  allowed  mivhl  be  done  by  extending  ifae 
time  of  residence  ol  aliens  so  far,  as  to  prevent 
them  from  ever  becoming  citizens,  by  which  means 
who  could  not  be  considered  as  having  a 
a  interest  with  the  citizens  of  the  country, 
would  be  effectually  excluded  from  holding  offices 
in  the  Government. 

The  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts, he  believed,  was  fiable  to  an  objection  of 
a  different  kind.  It  proposes  that  no  alien  bom 
shall  enjoy  anyplace  of  honor,  profit,  or  irust,  un- 
der the  United  States.  It  was  a  doubt  which  had 
been  suggrested,  (and  not  yet  decided,)  in  the  busi- 
ness of  W.  Blount's  impeachment,  whether  a 
member  of  either  branch  of  the  Legislature  could 
be  considered  as  an  officer  of  Government.  This 
question  would  be  avoided  in  the  other  mode  of 
proceeding.  With  respect  to  military  employ- 
menls,he  supposed  it  would  be  in  proper  to  exclude 
aliens  from  them,  and  there  might  be  others  in 
which  they  might  be  properly  em^oyed.  of  which 
the  President  and  Senate  would  be  tae  proper 
judges.  The  great  object  waa  to  prevent  such 
persons  from  being  elected  into  either  branch  of 
the  Legislature,  or  into  the  offices  of  President  or 
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Vice  President ;  offices  in  which  (lie  sovereignty 
of  the  country  is  materiaJly  coacei-ned.  and  ia 
which,  of  couise,  foreign  ioflaeace  mignl  prove 
most  miKbievous.  He  lioped.  therefore,  that  the 
^£seDt  motion  would  be  withdrawn,  and  that  the 
Hine  object  would  be  attained  in  the  way  he  had 
mentioned. 

Mr.  Oria  withdrew  bis  amendment ;  and  then 
all  the  three  resolutioni  were  agreed  to,  without  a 
diswoting  voice. 

The  Gommittei:  rose,  and  reported  the  retolu- 
tions.  The  two  first  were  concurred  in;  but,  on 
the  queation  being  put  on  the  third, 

Mr.  N.  Smith  laid,  a  foreign  Gtovernment 
might  do  an  act  tantamount  to  war,  without  de- 
claring it,  yet,  according  lo  the  wording  of  the  pro- 
positioD.  the  ciiizeos  of  that  country  could  not  be 
removea.  He  therefore  moved  to  amend  the  pro- 
poxitioa  b)r  adding  the  words,  "  being  native  citi- 
zens of  any  country  the  QovernmeQl  whereof 
shall  be  at  war  with  the  United  States." 


tion  that  Congress  altjne  had  the  power  of  decid- 
ing on  the  question  of  war  and  hecould  not  there- 
fore see  how  it  could  be  determined  that  any  na- 
tion was  at  war  with  u^  until  thedeclarationwas 
made  by  that  nation,  or  by  CboKieas. 

Mr.  Otis  wished  nis  friend  from  Connecticut 
would  admit  of  an  amendment  which  he  held  in 
his  hand,  in  the  place  of  thai  which  he  had  offer- 
ed. It  was  in  the  following  words:  "or  shall  au- 
thorize hostilities  against  the  United  States." 

Mr.  N.  Smith  bad  no  objection. 

Mr.  McDowell  thought  this  motion  more  ob- 
jectionable than  that  of  the  gentleman  from  Con- 
necticut. Ii  ought  to  be  remembered,  Mr.  MoD. 
laid,  that  inducements  had  been  held  out  to  for- 
eigners to  come  to  this  country,  and  many  of 
them  had  cotiw  with  a  view  of  becoming  citiz< 
of  this  country,  and  many,  he  believed,  were 
food  as  any  amongst  us.  Out  ol  respect  to  these 
foreigners,  he  should  not  wish  to  place  them  ii 
the  situation  which  this  amendment  went  to  placi 
them  in  ;  becauae  il  might  be  said  hostilities  wen 
authorized  when  no  war  was  declared,  and  these 
people  might  be  treated  as  if  the  nation  from 
which  they  came  was  at  war  with  us.  wbe 
war  existed.  It  had  been  said  our  population 
now  sufficient,  and  that  the  privileges  heretofore 
allowed  to  foreigners  might  now  be  withdrawn. 
In  some  parts  of  the  country,  this  might,  in  some 
d(^ee,  b»  the  case ;  but  he  knew  there  were  other 
parts  which  wanted  population.  From  this  con- 
sideration, and  as  he  did  not  wisb  ucnecesBarily 
to  distress  the  minds  of  foreigners  who  had  taken 
up  their  residence  amongst  us,  he  should  vote 
against  this  amendment. 

Mr.  J.  WiLLiaMB  was  peisoaded,  that,  if  this 
proposition  passed,  no  good  citizen  need  be  afraid 
of  being  disturbed.  He  had  no  objection  to  this 
resolution  without  the  amendment,  nor  had  he  any 
particular  objection  to  the  amendment. 

Mr.  RoTLsnaa  was  so  far  from  believing  that 
this  amendment  would  check  the  immigration  of 
foreigners,  thar  he  believed  it  would  encourage  it. 


Foreigners  came  here  to  live  under  a  good  Got- 
emment,  and  the  more  secure  the  Government 
was  made,  the  greater  would  be  their  desire  to  live 
under  it;  and  he  believed  a  greater  secnrity  eonld 
not  be  given  to  it,  than  was  proposed  to  be  given 
by  this  amendmeuL    It  was  wished  to  rest  a 
power  in  the  President  to  send  onl  of  the  country 
persons  who  were  natiAa  of  a  country  with  whom 
we  are  at  war,  or  who  may   hare  authorized 
hostilities  againot  us.    In  fact,  in  the  situation  of 
things  in  which  we  are  now  placed,  the  Praident 
shoiild  have  the  power  of  remoring  such  intrigu- 
ing agents  and  spies  as  are  now  spread  all  ovet 
the  country.     What,  said  Mr.  R.,  would  be  the 
conductofFr&nce,  iif  in  our  situation  1    In  twenty- 
four  hours  every  man  of  this  description  would 
either  be  aent  out  of  the  country  or  pnt  in  jail, 
and  such  cooduet  was  wise.    Was  there  nothing, 
Mr.  R.  Bailed,  to  admonish  us  to  take  a  measure 
of  this  kind  1    Yes,  there  was.    A  gentleman  from    . 
Kentucky  (Mr.  Davis)  had  said,  that  a  person 
vrasin  that  State  delivering  commissions  into  the 
band  of  every  man  who  was  so  abandoned  as  to    j 
receive  them.    Other  means  were  also  taken  to    \ 
alienate  the  affection  of  oar  citizens;  and  are  we   ; 
still,  mid  he,  to  say  we  will  not  send  these  persons  \ 
out  of  the  country  until  a  declaration  ot  war  ia  ; 
made7    If  these  persons  are  suffered  to  remain,  > 
France  will  never  declare  war,  as  she  will  con-  ( 
aider  the  residence  of  these  men  amongst  us  as 
of  greater  consequence  than  the  lining  oi  ont  sea-  \ 
board  with  private«s,  or  covering  our  coasts  with  ' 

Mr.  Vehable  did  not  wish  lo  show  any  parti- 
cular encotiragement  to  foreigners ;  but,  if  persons 
thought  they  could  live  happier  here  than  in  their 
own  country,  he  should  not  object  to  their  making 
the  change.  He  could  not  agree  to  the  amenf 
meat    Suppose  hostility  was  committed  upon  the 

Eroperty  of  any  ofonr  citizens  by  France,  such 
ostility  might  not  be  si^ient  cause  for  placing 
all  oar  commercial  citizens  in  a  situation  of  hav- 
ittg  their  property  seized.  Many  cases  might  be 
deemed  hostility  by  the  Preaident  which  ought 
not  to  go  to  cut  off  all  communication  between  the 
citizens  of  the  two  countries.  In  such  a  case,  if 
any  of  the  citizeiu  of  France  should  be  taken  iw 
here,  it  would  produce  a  similar  conduct  lowarw 
our  citizens  in  that  country,  which  would  be 
allowed  to  be  a  serious  evil. 

Mr.  Sbwall  amin  urged,  as  an  objection  to  this 
amendment,  the  Constitutional  power  of  Congress 
to  declare  war.  Too  many  circumstances  of 
insult  and  aggression,  he  allowed,  had  been  expe- 
rienced by  this  country  from  a  foreign  Power, 
which  might  have  been  understood  by  other  na- 
tions as  war,  and  might  have  been  so  considered 
by  this  country ;  yet,  as  it  is  an  act  of  Congress  to 
declare  war,  we  could  not  be  considered  as  at  war 
until  Congress  declared  us  to  be  in  such  a  state, 
except  war  was  declared  against  us.    This  provi- 


sion was  not  intended  for  anr  particolar  caae,  btit 
as  a  general  provision,  whicD  might  at  any  time 
be  cdled  forth  by  proclamation.    It  should,  thei«- 


fore,  be  as  well  guarded  and  definite  as  poaaibiit. 
If  the  wwdi  propoaed  wera  introduced,  the  prapo- 
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ritioD  would  be  renderpd  too  indeGoitc;  and  the 
Praident  migflit  proceed  to  send  alienB  from  this 
eouDtr^,  and  of  course  cause  onr  citizens  in  a  for- 
o^D  country  to  be  sEut  from  thence,  or  to  be  ini- 
pnsoned,  and  their  property  confiscated,  at  a  time 


when  CoDffregs  might  not  judge  it  eipedieul 

Sto  war.    Franue,  said  he,  aaa  now  done  Iowbi  _. 
i  United  Slate*  what  might  be  considered  as 


hostility.  Suppose  we  pass  a  law  which  calli 
upon  the  Fresideni  to  act,  what  oufffat  the  Ptesi 
deut  10  do  1  Was  he  to  determine  nie  point  whe- 
ther France  has  authorized  hostilities  against  the 
United  States?  If  so, 'he  would  doubtless  say  ahe 
bad,  and  in  cooMijuettce  every  Frenchman  in  this 
country  will  be  liable  to  be  temored  out  of  the 
country,  and  our  citizens  who  happen  to  be  in 
France  will  be  placed  in  the  same  situation.  Mr. 
S.  said,  though  it  tniobt  be  proper  for  Congress  to 
declare  this  to  be  the  stale  of  the  country,  he 
thooght  it  would  be  improper  to  give  the  President 
this  power.  He  wished  the  power  of  sendi 
persons  out  of  the  country  to  be  confined  to  an 
eases  as  were  particularly  dangerous,  which  were 
included  in  the  resolution  without  thin  amendment. 
As  10  foreigners  guilty  of  crimes  against  the  Uni'' 
ted  States,  they  ought  to  beapprehended  anH  pun- 
ished according  to  the  existing  laws :  the  present 
TlatioD  was  not  pointed  at  them, 
r.  Otis  said,  as  his  colleague  had  chosen  1 
oall  bis  amendment  indefiniie,  he  must  ezcus 
him  when  he  said  he  considered  the  resolulio 
without  it,  as  triAingand  ineffectual, and  argued 
timidity  which  ought  not  at  this  time  to  be  snow 
by  this  country ;  and  had  he  not  been  thoroughly 
acquainted  with  the  upriehtnesa  of  intention  ftnd 
the  pnriiy  of  the  motlTesoThis  colleague,  he  should 
Toally  bar?  doubled  whether  he  was  sincerely 
desirous  of  exerting  all  the  energies  of  the  coun- 
try in  her  defence ;  but,  bein^  persuaded  of  these, 
be  would  suppose  that  he  himself  was  wrong  in 
bis  conception  on  this  occasion,  and  would  make 
■  few  obserratioQs  as  to  the  gtotind  upon  which 
he  f(Hined  his  opinion. 

He  befier«<)  it  would  not  be  proper  to  wait  until 
predatory  incursions  were  made — until  the  enemy 
wsi  landed  in  our  country,  or  until  what  shall  be 
considered  as  threatening-  or  actual  invasion 
Beared — before  any  steps  were  taken  on  the  e 
ject  now  under  consideration.    He  was  of  opic 
that  when  an  enemy  authorized  hostilities,  1 
was  the  time  to  take  up  that  crowd  of  spies 
inflammatory  agents  wfaicli  overspread  the  ca 
try  like  the  locuets  of  Egypt,  and  who  were  c 
tinually  attacking  our  IiDeriies.    The  provision 
would  doubtless beeierciaed  with  discretion.  There 
might  be  Prenchmen  in  this  city  and  Dtheia  (and 
he  doubted  not  there  were)  who  were  peaceable, 
well-disposed  person.',  and  against  whom  it  never 
could  be  thought  necessary  to  exercise  this  power; 
bi>t  there  were  other  persons,  not  only  in  this  city, 
bnt  in  others,  who  have  not  only  been  extremely 
instromental  in  fumeniing  hostilities  a^inst  this 
eonntry,  but  also  ip  alienating  the  affections  of  our 
own  citizens;  and  it  was  men  of  (his  description 
whom  be  wished  to  remove  from  the  country. 
ItispropoMdhytbisrcKilntioii  to  gire  the  Pre- 


sident the  power  to  remove  aliens,  when  the  conn- 
try  from  which  they  come  shall  thrtaten  an  inva- 
sion. Some  believe  that  this  conntry  is  at  present 
threatened  with  an  invasioa,  and  with  a  ravage  of 
our  coasts,  yet  others  say  that  the  derpatchei  irom 
o'lr  Envoys  oidy  consist  of  unauiborized  coB»er- 
sations  with  X,  Y,.and  Z,  and  therefore  not  to  be 
relied  upon.  Mr.  O.  thought  this  a  more  indefi- 
nite power  than  that  which  he  proposed  to  reil  in  \ 
the  President.  His  opinion  was,  tliat  something  \ 
ought  to  be  done  which  should  strike  these  people 
with  terror;  he  did  not  wish  to  give  ihem  an  op- 
portunity of  executinz  any  of  their  seditious  and 
malignant  purposes ;  ne  did  not  desire,  in  this  sea- 
son of  danger,  to  boggle  about  slieht  forms,  nor  to 
pay  respect  to  treaties  already  aorogated,  but  to 
seize  these  persons,  wherever  they  could  be  fouitd 
carrying  on  their  vile  pnrposes.  Without  this,  / 
everything  else  which  had  been  done  in  the  way' 
of  defence  would  amount  to  nothing.  -^ 

Mr.  McDowELLsaid,  from  the  observations  of  the 
gentleman  who  had  just  sat  down,  it  would  appear 
that  hostilities  had  already  commenced  between 
this  country  and  France.  If  (his  ic  the  case,  and 
the  House  Knew  it,  why  not  say  so,  and  make  pre- 
parations accordingly  i  Why  pass  acts  fitteu  for 
a  state  of  war,  without  declaring  that  that  is  the 
state  of  the  country  1  [Mr.  Otib  said,  if  the  gen- 
ileroan  from  North  Carolina  would  bring  forward 
a  proposition  of  this  kind,  he  should  be  ready  to 
vote  for  it.]  Mr.  McD.  expected  the  gentleman 
was  prepared  for  war,  and,  therefore,  (hat  he  wotUd 
have  brought  forward  a  resolution  to  that  effect 
himself. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  (Mr. 
Rtttlgdoe)  had  not  considered  this  amendment 
with  his  usual  accuracy,  when  he  said  that  the 
adopiion  of  it  would  prove  an  encouragement  to 
foreigners  to  come  to  this  country.  He  thou^t 
it  could  not  be  very  flattering  eneonrasement  to 
foreigners,  to  tell  thetn,  "  if  you  come  ners,  and 
your  (rovemment  commits  any  act  of  hostility 
against  the  citizens  of  this  country,  you  will  M 
liable  to  be  imprisoned,  or  sent  out  of  the  country.'* 

But  it  was  said  the  country  swarmed  with  spies 
and  seditious  persons.  If  this  was  the  case,  he 
should  be  glad  if  gentlemen  would  point  (hem 
out;  if  they  could,  he  should  be  as  glad  n*  they 
to  take  measures  against  them,  A  person  in 
Kentucky  had  been  alluded  to.  Under  the  au- 
ihority  of  Genet,  he  believed,  some  commissiona 
had  been  issued  ;  bat  he  did  not  belifre  that  any 
had  been  issued  since.  It  was  also  known  that 
there  had  been  another  Minister  of  another  coun- 
try, who  had  adopted  a  similar  practice.  He  still 
remained  here,  and  might  stitl  be  carrying  on  his 
mischievous  schemes.  [The  Speaker  said  (he 
resolution  was  general.]^  It  was  said  (hat  hostil- 
ities having  been  committed  on  our  commerce  by 
France,  they  would  authorize  a  war  with  Pranc^ 
(though  Oreat  Britian  had  conducted  herself 
much  in  the  same  way,  and  nothing  was  said  a* 
to  her,}  and  (hat  therefore  the  President  ought  to 
be  empowered  to  send  all  Frenchmen  out  of  the 
country,  however  peaceably  they  might  be  resid- 
ing here,  if  he  thought  proper  to  do  so.    Tbii  ha 
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«ODld  not  conscDt  to.  It  wu  too  large  a  power. 
He  should  therefore  Toie  Rgatosi  ihe  ameudmetit. 
Mt.  StTOitBA7Ba  coDaidered  thia  bs  one  of  tbe 
esseDtial  feature*  of  the  svatem  of  defeace  about 
which  Congress  had  been  emnlofed  during  the 
wesent  sessioa,  ia  order  to  enable  ui  to  meet  the 
oangers  which  ihreateD  us.  l^e  believed,  that 
though  it  might  be  extremely  wise  and  pradeat 
to  enter  into  regalaiions  for  aecuring  our  peace  at 
all  future  periods,  yet  it  wa*  most  particularly 
their  duty  to  conceit  meaaures  of  defence  and  pro- 
tMtion  in  our  present  ezigencivs.  He  believed 
tke  business  of  aefenoe  would  be  very  imperfect- 
\j  doae,  if  they  confined  iheir  operacioas  of  dc' 
i«ice  to  land  and  naval  forces,  and  oegtected 
deajroy  the  canterworm  whi c  b"^ls  curcdcfi n g 
^eB«R  oT'jhe  couoiryVThere'  could  be 
qoes'lioh  on  thTs  suLject.  It  is  well  understood  by 
every  member  of  the  com'munity.  There  ' 
oocasioD  for  specific  proof  that  there  are  a  great 
Dtunber  of  aliens  in  this  country  from  that  nation 
wilh  whom  we  have  at  present  alarming  differ, 
encea ;  that  there  are  emissaries  amongst  us,  who 
have  not  only  fomented  our  differences  with  that 
coDiitry,  but  who  have  endeavored  to  create  di- 
visions amongst  onr  own  citizens.  They  are, 
said  he,  assiduously  employed  at  this  momeot,  and 
it  is  much  to  t>e  lamented  that  there  exists  no  au- 
thoritv  to  resiraio  the  evil.  Jit  was  therefore  pe- 
cnUarly  incumbent  on  Congress  to  add  to  their 
other  measures  of  defence,  such  powers  as  will 
protect  the  couniry  against  this  evil.  He  believ- 
ed this  could  not  be  eSected  without  the  adoption 
(g  Bome  SDch  principle  as  that  under  coosidera- 
tiott.  If  the  power  was  too  limited,  Ihe  enemy 
wonld  not  be  met.  There  could  be  no  difficulty, 
Hr.  S.  said,  io  point  of  right.  All  undersiand 
the  ri^hb  towbictt  aliens  are  entitled  by  the  laws 
ef  nations.  Thev  are  no  more  than  the  rights  of 
hoapilality,  and  tnis  right  varies  according  to  the 
rdation  in  which  the  country  from  which  they 
«ome,  and  that  in  which  they  reside,  is  peaceable. 


\ 

We  do  not  owe  to  the  citiiens  of  Fnutce  resi- 
dents in  this  country  (since  France  had  been 
mentioned)  the  same  hospitalities  which  we  owe 
ta  those  foreigoers  who  are  alien  friends ;  though 
he  confessed  there  were  rights  of  hospitality 
ivhich  could  not  be  done  away  in  time  of  war, 
particularly  as  it  respects  alien  merchants,  which 
Trere  provided  for  in  this  resolution.  And  except 
a  person  had  an  actual  agency  in  designs  which 
would  end^ger  the  peace  of  the  country,  though 
he  was  ordered  out  of  the  couolry,  a  free  passage 
wonld  be  givea  to  himself  and  enacts;  and  if  9x-_ 

tnaily  t-rmmA   in  d^siffna    ag^toot  4hs*'cOAlTitry, 

t&ere  would  be^ stniuv iteceuoy  twr-rMr,taining 
th'eliberty  of  any  such  persons. 
'  It  had  bfeen  veil  asked,  whether  we  ought  to 
wait  till  the  enemy  landed,  before  any  measures 
were  taken  to  remove  persons  from  the  country, 
vrbo  would  be  ready  to  join  them  by  thousands, 
or  lake  od vantage  of  knowledge  we  nave  of  their 
hostile  intentions  towards  usi  He  thought  tBere 
could  be  no  doubt  on  the  subject.  He  knew  there 
Wwe  alkua  in  this  conntry,  of  ralnaUe  charac- 


ters, whose  acquainlBDce  ought  to  be  cherished 
and  cultivated.  Such  men  would  be  in  no  dan- 
ger from  the  proposed  provision.  It  was  meant 
only  to  operate  against  factious  and  bad  men,  who 
abuse  the  liberty  allowed  to  them  of  residing  in 
this  cottnlry,  and  these  all  must  see  the  necessitjr 
of  attending  to.  Fiance,  said  he,  will  not  admit 
an  alien  of  any  description  to  reside  in  her  coun- 
try without  a  card  of  Hospitality,  and  shall  Gon- 
fieasscnIple  to  go  the  length  of  this  amendment? 
e  hoped  not. 

Mr.  Allen  said,  he  would  move  an  amend- 
ment which  would  supersede  that  under  coosider- 
aiioOj  by  making  the  rescdution  extend  Kia3laiaea» 
in  this  country.  He  wished  to  retain  none  of  the 
restraints. which  are  in  [he  preseal  resolution.. 
Nbtliing  but  his  respect  for  the  gentleman  who 
madetbisieporl(Mr.  SEWALLlwouIdbavepreveiit- 
edhin^fromsuspectinff  that  thereexisted  somelat* 
ent  and  miscbievotu  design  in  this  business.  The 
proposition  goes  upon  the  supposiiioo  that  none 
but  the  citizens  of  a  particular  nation  can  be 
dangerous  to  this  country  ;  whereas  he  believed 
(hat  there  are  citizens  of  aeveral  other  countries 
who  are  as  dangerous,  who  have  dispositions 
equally  hostile  to  thia  country  with  the  French — 
he  believed  more  so.  He  believed  the  wholo 
country  was  aware  of  thia.  Mr.  A.  alluded  to 
the  vast  number  of  natucHlizations  which  lately 
took  place  in  this  city  to  support  a  particular  par- 
ty in  a  particular  Hleetion.    Ji  did  not  appear  to 


aary 


D  have  the  exercise  of  this  powi 
miingency,  such  as  a  threa 


depend  upon  «    , 

eniDgof  invasion,  or  war,  before  it  could  be  exer- 
cised. He  wished  the  President  to  have  it  at  all 
times.    He  moved  an  amendment  to  Ais  effeet,t 


it  to  enable  the  President  ti 


:   the   ( 


of  any  foreign  country  I 

—    ^       ■  ,j 


ei,  not  a  citizen,  regarding  tlie  IreatiesJ 
en  countries.    It  gentlemen   took  a  view 


which  n 
apy 

of  the  different  States  of  Europe  which  had 

lubdned  by  tlie  French,  Mr.  ^.  said,  the^  woldd 
lot  think  It  either  wise  or  prudent  to  wait  for  aa 
nvBsion,  or  threatened  invasioa,  before  this  pow- 
M  was  put  in  execution.  Venice,  Switzerland 
end  Rome,  had  been  overcome  b^  means  of  the 
agents  of  the  French  nation,  at  a  time  when  they 
in  a  much  less  alarming'  situation  than  we 
present ;  and  tbe  first  disturbance  in  those 
_ .  .__  Jies  was  made  the  giretext  of  open  hostility. 
This  has  been  the  effect  of  d\fiai%atui  ctgena/  ;  of 
emissaries  within  and  without,  who  have  bred 
quarrels,  for  the  purpose  of  forming  pretexts  for 
meBBUres  which  have  led  to  the  subjugation  of 
those  countries.  He  believed  there  were  citizens 
this  country  who  would  be  ready  to  join  a  for- 
eign Power  in  assisting  to  subjugate  their  coun- 
try. What  passed  betore  oureyea,  and  every  day 
oflended  our  ears,  were  so  many  proofs  of  it.  Not 
many  weeks  ago  open  threats  were  made  to  di»- 
turb  the  peace  of  the  couotrv.  He  hoped,  there- 
**  re,  with  all  these  things  before  them,  tne  ameod- 

ent  which  he  had  proposed  would  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Sewall  said,  being  one  of  the  committee 
who  made  this  report,  he  si^posed  he  fell  in  for  n 


ihaie  of  that  ci 


,  he  si^posed  he  fell  in  for  n 
which  had  bocn  so  libenllf 
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cast  upon  it  by  bis  colleague,  and  the  geDtleman 
last  up  from  Counecticut.  The  geutleman  from 
CoDoeciicat  had  thought  fit  to  coodemn  the  com- 
mittee for  not  baring  considered  cases  which 
were  not  referred  to  them.  It  was  not  referred  to 
them  to  consider  what  France  bad  done  in  all 
other  countries,  with  whom  she  had  had  disptites, 
or  what  this  country  should  do  Bgainst  France; 
hut  what  should  be  done  with  respect  lo  aliens  in 
this  country  generally.  Ciril  policy  resBided 
alienSj  in  two  lights,  viz ;  alien  friends  ana  alien 
enemies.  He  did  not  contemplate  the  making  of 
this  country  a  wall  against  all  aliens  whatever ; 
or  that  no  alien  should  come  here  without  being 
subject  to  an  arbitrary  authorily,  such  as  is  known 
only  to  the  French  Diieciory.  If  the  existence 
of  such  a  power  as  shall  be  able  to  place  erery 
alien  in  the  country  in  a  dungeon,  was  necessary 
to  quiet  the  feats  and  apprenensions  of  the  gen- 
tiemau  fmin  Connecticu^  he  should  not  be  will- 
ing to  grant  it.  Indeed,  it  appeared  to  him  rhai 
1  the  fears  and  apprehensions  of  that  gentleman 
I  arose  from  some  defect  in  his  own  organization, 
I  or  disease  of  his  body  (which  he  helioTed  might 
'  be  better  cured  by  the  phyEieian,  than  by  any 
thing  else)  rather  than  from  any  real  ground  of 

WbaL  said  Mr,  S,,  is  to  be  feared  from  the  resi-  i 
dence  of  aliens  amonnt  us  7  Anyihin|r  to  ruin 
the  country  ?  He  acknowledged  many  inconve- 
niences arose  ftorn  this  circumstance,  but  more 
from  our  own  unualnrai  children,  who,  in  the 
bosom  of  their  parent,  conspired  her  deatrnciion. 
But  did  the  gentleman  wish  to  increase  the  evil, 
by  safing  that  persons  born  in  foreign  countries, 
however  regular  and  orderly  their  conduct  may 
be,  shall  be  liable  to  be  imprisoned,  or  sent  out  of 
the  country,  but  (hat  citizens  of  this  country,  howr 
erer  reprehensible  their  conduct,  should  have  no- 
thing lofearT  The  committee  were  not  called 
upon  to  report  on  this  point.  He  was  himself  of 
opinion  tHat  more  oiight  to  be  done,  and  that  ali' 
eu  from  any  country  should  be  liable  to  be  re- 
mored,  in  case  of  misbehaviour^  but  he  did  not 
wish  to  leave  the  busmess  wholly  with  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States.  The  committee  had 
reported  only  in  part ;  they  bad  yet  to  consider 
wttat  steps  would  be  proper  to  be  taken  against 
^iens,  or  citizens,  guilty  of  criminal  proceedings ; 
but  when  gentlemen  saw  the  addresses  which 
were  pouring  in  from  all  parts  of  the  country  in 
&T0r  of  the  measures  whicn  had  been  pursued  by 
Gorernment,  and  expressions  of  determination  to 
support  every  measure  in  defence  of  their  coun- 
try, was  anything  to  be  feared  from  a  handful  of 
aliens  1  It  was  a  reproach  to  the  country  to  sup- 
pose it..  If  aliens  were  found  to  be  guilty  of  se- 
ditious practices,  let  them  be  restricted;  but  not 
-  placed  under  an  arbitrary  authority.  He  never 
wished  to  see  the  Qovernmcni  of  this  couoiry  in 
■ueh  a  situation.  Onr  situation,  said  Mr.  S.,  is 
Dot  like  that  of  the  Directory  of  France,  whom 
all  of  the  nation  are  cursing;  we  have,  there- 
fore, no  necessity  for  the  strong  measures  adopted 
by  them.  But  if  ^ntlemen  were  determined  to 
■mst  every  alien  la  the  country,  let  them  bring 


forward  a  resolution  of  that  kind ;  but,  in  making 
regulations  against  alien  enemies,  let  us  not  sub- 
ject every  foreigner  who  comes  to  this  country, 
however  well  intended  he  may  be,  to  the  fear  of 
a  dungeon  or  removal.  If  gentlemen  wished  to 
make  the  resolution  more  general,  and  ti}  provide 
for  cases,  in  which  ^^ar  was  first  declared  by  thia 
country,  though  he  bad  before  said  he  did  not 
think  it  necessary,  he  had  no  objection  to  indulge 
them,  by  inserting  the  words.  "  between  which 
and  the  United  States  there  shall  exist  a  declared 
staieof  war."  Bui  unless  the  United  States  were 
inclined  lo  assume  the  character  of  the  Turks  or 
Arabs,  such  a  rewulalion  as  was  recommended  bf 
the  gentleman  from  Connecticut  could  not  be 
adopted. 

Mr.  Allen  had  no  particular  anxiety  that  the 
reiolution  should  pass  to  the  extent  which  he  had 
proposed.  If  gentlemen  did  not  think  it  necessary 
he  should  not  persist  in  it.  He  was  sorry  the  gen-  \ 
tieman  from  Massachusetts  should  have  discover-  \ 
ed  in  him  any  disease  of  body  which  was  capable  / 
of  giving  rise  to  personal  fear.  He  believM  hv" 
possessed  as  little  as  most  men.  As  to  the  neces- 
sity of  the  meaance  which  he  had  proposed,  he 
would  mention  two  circumsiancea  which  led  aim 
to  think  it  necessary.  A  person  in  this  city,  who 
has  too  respectable  a  standing,  and  who  is  doing 
too  much  business  in  it,hasdeclared  that  be  wish- 
es to  see  a  French  army  land  in  this  country,and 
[hat  he  would  do  all  in  his  power  to  further  thdr 
landing.  He  had  heard  nearly  the  same  thing 
from  another  quarter.  He  thought,  therefore,  that 
there  ought  to  exist  a  power  which  should  be  able 
to  send  such  persons  out  of  the  country.  Not  that 
he  was  himself  either  afraid  of  being  assassinated 
or  having  the  city  burnt.  But  the  chairman  of 
the  committee  had  said,  that  this  subject  was  yet 
before  them.  This  he  did  not  know,  before  the 
gentleman  said  so;  for,  having  made  a  report 
upon  the  subject,  he  supposed  iney  had  done  all 
they  intended  to  do  upon  it. 

Mr.  Dana  was  opposed  to  this  amendment.  He 
thought  the  provisions  of  this  resolution  ought  to 
be  made  definite,  as  it  contemplated  regolatiooa 


ciples  upon  which  the  residence  of  aliens  wa* 
regulated  is  laid  down  in  the  law  of  nations,  as  it 
relates  to  monarchical  Qovernment^  yet,  in  this 
country,  where  the  sovereignty  of  the  country  ii 
vested  by  the  Constitution  in  Congress,  these  r^ 
ulations  must  be  fixed  by  law.  The  dangerof  war 
with  which  the  country  was  threatened  had  forced 
the  subject  upon  Congress  at  this  time,  and  this 
bein^  the  case,  he  was  desirous  of  adopting  some 
regulations  of  a  permanent  nature  respecting  it. 
If  aoy  other  regulations  were  necessary  with 
respect  to  our  present  situation  with  France,  he 
thought  they  ought  to  be  nude  special  and  tem- 
porary. 
Mr.  Allen  withdrew  his  amendment;  when 
Mr.  Oria'a  proposition  relumed,  the  question 
on  Which  was  put  and  negatived — 55  to  27. 

Mr.  SawaLL  made  the  motion  which  he  had 
suggested  when  he  was  last  up,  viz ;  to  add  tha* 
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loJ^of 


words,  "  between  which  tod  the  United  Stales 
shall  exist  a  slate  of  war." 

Mr.  Otib  hoped  this  motion  would  not  preTail, 
as  he  thought  it  would  deprive  rhe  resolation  of 
every  good  feature  which  it  at  present  possessed ; 
for  it  would  preveDt  the  exercise  of  the  power  in 
any  other  case  than  in  a  state  of  war;  and  as  all 
the  expressions  were  future,  it  sapposed  that  such 
a  state  did  not  exist  at  present.  He  confessed  he 
set  DO  value  at  all  upon  any  law,  unless  it  was 
adapted  to  the  present  exigencies  of  the  country. 
Gentlemen  might  talk  as  the^  pleased  about  per- 
maoeDt  regulations;  he  believed  they  ought  to 
provide  against  the  residence  of  ali«i  enemies 

existius  in  the  bosom  of  the  country,  as  ibe 

ofalline  evil  which  we  are  at  present  exi 
eacing,  and  he       " 


ately  to  the  evil.  Gentlemen  talk  about  a  decla- 
ration of  war.  No  such  thing  scarcely  ever  pre- 
cedes war.  War  and  the  declaration  of  war  come 
together,  like  thunder  and  lightning.  Indeed,  if 
France  finds  she  can  enfeeble  our  councils  by  re- 
fraining to  declare  war,  and  that  we  will  take  no 
measures  of  effectual  defence  until  ihie  is  done,  it 
b  probable  she  will  not  declare  it,  but  continue  to 
aonoy  us  as  at  present  Hetherefore  thought,  if  the 
select  committee  had  not  been  ripe  for  making  a 
report  fully  on  this  subject,  they  ought  to  have 
delayed  it  until  they  were. 

Mr.  8 G WALL  explained. 

Mr.  SiTOBBAves  said,  he  had  suffered  no  tittle 
from  finding  the  difference  of  opinion  which  ex- 
isted between  the  chairman  of  the  committee  who 
made  the  report  on  ibis  subject,  and  gentlemen 
who  usually  voted  with  him.  He  saw  that  differ- 
ence of  opinion  was  essential  and  radical.  He 
did  not  mean  togo  into  the  subject,  but  merely  to 
make  a  proposition,  and  call  the  yeas  and  nays 

rn  it.  It  was  to  add  the  words,  "  or  shall  de- 
e  hostility  against  the  United  States." 

Mr.  Davib  moved  a  postponement  of  this  ques- 
tion till  to-morrow,  as  ne  wished  time  to  considei 
of  it  He  bad  some  doubts  as  to  the  constitution- 
ality of  such  a  provision. 

Mr.  SiTOBEAVES  had  no  objection  to  a  post- 
ponement, if  time  was  wanted  for  consideration ; 
DO  I  he  could  not  see  on  what  Constitutional 
gronnd  this  motion  could  be  objected  to. 

Mr.  Gallatin  was  in  favor  of  the  postpone- 
menL  He  would  suggest  to  his  colleague  that 
part  of  the  Constitution  which  might  be  in  the 
way  of  (his  motion.  A  distinction  was  made  by 
it  between  actual  hostility  and  war. 

If  it  had  only  gone  to  have  made  a  difference 
between  declared  and  actual  war,  by  striking  out 
the  word  "  declare,"  it  would  have  removed  the 
objection.  If  there  be  a  difference  between  a  state 
of  war  and  of  actual  hostility,  there  is  also  a  dif- 
ference in  the  relation  between  alien  subjects  of 
a  nation  with  whom  we  are  al  wbr,  and  inose  of 
a  nation  with  whom  we  are  in  a  state  of  actual 
hostility.  If  this  distinction  be  correct,  by  (urn- 
ing  to  the  9th  section  of  the  Constitution,'  it  is 
found  that  llw  mignttion  of  such  persons  as  zuj 
of  the  States  shall  think  proper  to  admit,  sbaU  not 


be  prohibited  b]|  Congress,  prior  to  the  year  1808. 
He  understood  it,  however,  to  be  a  sound  principle 
that  alien  enemies  might  be  removed,  although 
the  emigration  of  persons  be  not  pronibited  by 
the  States,  by  a  principle  which  existed  prior  to 
the  Constitution,  and  coeval  with  the  law  of  na- 
tions. The  question  was,  therefore,  whether  the 
citizens  or  subjects  of  nations  in  actual  hostility 
can  be  considered  as  alien  enemies.  The  term 
"  actual  hostility,"  is  vague  in  its  nature,  and 
would  introduce  doubt  as  to  its  true  import.  He 
should,  therefore,  be  in  favor  of  the  postponement. 
except  the  mover  would  consent  to  have  the  wora 
"declare"  struck   out  in  the  way  he  had  meo- 

Tbe  question  for  a  postponemeut  was  put  and 
carried  ;  and  the  two  first  resolutions  were  lefe^' 
red  to  a  select  committee,  to  report  a  bill  or  biUe 
accordingly. 

GEORGIA  LANDS. 

Mr.  PiNCKNET,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  memorial  and  remonstrance  of 
the  Legislature  of  the  Slate  of  Geon^ia,  made  a 
report.  The  memorial  states,  that  ine  State  of 
Georgia  obtained  from  the  Creek  Indians  a  ces- 
sion uf  the  county  of  Tallahassee,  but  that  the 
United  States,  at  the  treaty  of  New  York,  ceded 
it  back  to  the  Indians ;  they,  therefore,  pray  com- 
pensation. The  committee  recommends  compen- 
sation to  be  made.  The  report  was  committed 
for  Thursday, 

Fridat,  May  4. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Harper,  the  House  look  up 
the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  respect- 
ing the  compensation  of  clerks  i  which  the  Senate 
insist  upon.  Mr.  H.  moved  to  recede  from  their 
disagreement,  but  the  motion  was  negatived — 38 
to  31. 

Mr.  Macon  then  moved   to  adhere  to  their  dis- 
agreement; which  vole  was  carried — 42  to  32. 
PRESENTS  TO  HINISTERS. 

Mr.  Bayaro  called  for  the  order  of  the  day  on 
the  resolution  from  the  Senate  granting  leave  to 
Mr.  Pinckney,  our  late  Ambassador  to  Great  Bri- 
tain end  Spain,  to  receive  oerlain  presents  from 
those  Courts,  on  his  taking  leave.  The  House 
accordingly  went  into  a  Commit  lee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  subject,  and  the  resolution  having  been 


Mr.  Bayabd  moved  that  the  ci 

Mr.  McDowell  said,  this  was  a  new  subject 
and,  as  it  struck  him,  of  importance.  Notwith- 
standing he  felt  as  much  disposed  aa  any  membei 
of  the  committee  to  do  everything  respectful  to 
our  late  Minister  to  Loudon  and  Madrid,  yet, 
when  he  looked  upon  the  Constitution,  and  reflect- 
ed upon  the  intention  of  the  clause  wnich  forind* 
the  receiving  of  presents  by  our  Ministers,  and 
the  conseijuences  which  must  flow  from  a  prece- 
dent of  this  kind,  he  could  not  easily  bring  him- 


self tc 


^tlen 


could 


ihow  the  propriety  or  necessity  of  it  in  a  stronger 
light  than  he  al  present  saw  it.  If  we  allow  otiT 
Ministers  lo  receive  presents  from  foreign  Gonrts, 
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OD  their  taking  leave,  we  miisi  alio  calcaUle  upon 
giring  presents  to  all  the  foreign  Miniaters  who 
■  come  here,  and  these,  we  have  every  reason  to  ex- 
pect, will  he  constantly  increasing.  Besides,  he  ob- 
jected to  theprinciple  of  these  presents.  Whatare 
■4heyjFireti  for?  He  supposed  it  was  to  gain  their 
<riieDaty  offices  and  good  wishes  towards  the  coun- 
>trjr  who  gave  them.  He  thought  this  improper; 
.«nd  he  believed  it  would  be  well  now  to  put  a 
stop  to  the  bufiness,  as  a  fairer  opponuaity  could 
0«Ter  occurof  trying  the  principle,  for  if  it  ever 
«ou1d  be  sUowed,  in  consideration  of  public  ser- 
Tices,it  could  not  be  better  deserved  than  in  the  pre- 
sent case ;  but,  believing  the  princi[de  to  be  a  bad 
one,  he  should,  therefore,  be  opposed  to  it. 

Mr.  BirARDsaid,  everjr Constitutional  objection 
muBt  vauish  on  a  single  Tiew  of  the  article,  because 
it  allows  that  presents  may  be  received,  if  the  con- 
■ent  of  Congress  is  obtained ;  and,  so  far  from  the 
Constitutioninsinuatingtbat  it  would  be  bad  policy 
Id  allow  these  preseots  to  be  received,  it  proves 
that  they  mijtht  be  received  if  inconvenience  in 
leceiving  them  could  be  avoided.  He  supposed 
the  Constiiutional  provision  was  meant  to  oblige 
Miabters  to  make  known  to  the  world  whatever 
presents  they  might  receive  from  foreign  Courts, 
and  to  place  themselves  in  soch  a  situation  as  to 
make  it  impossible  for  them  to  he  uuduly  influenced 
by  acy  sucn  presents.    Indeed,  he  supposed  these 

Csents  would  produce  a  directly  contrary  effect, 
when  a  Minister  was  known  to  have  received 
a  present  of  this  kind,  he  would  naturally  be  par- 
ticularly careful  of  all  his  actions,  lest  he  should 
be  supposed  to  he  improperly  biassed.  If  presents 
were  allowed  to  be  received  without  oumoer,  and 
privately,  they  might  produce  an  improper  effect, 
Dy  seducing  men  from  an  honest  attachment  for 
their  country,  in  favor  of  that  which  was  loading 
them  with  favors;  but  any  evil  of  this  kind  was 
securely  avoided  by  the  notoriety  of  the  act. 

What, said  Mr.  B.,  is  ibis  present  1  It  is  a  sold 
•nuff-boz,  a  gold  chain,  a  picture,  or  some  triaing 
thing,  which  could  have  no  possible  operation 
upon  any  mau.  It  was  necessary,  he  believed,  to 
Attend  to  these  little  civilities  and  ceremonies,  as  the 
want  of  attention  to  them  of>en  produced  hostility 
between  nations.  He  had  some  doubt  from  the 
ConstilutioD,  whether  it  was  necessary  in  this 
•Bse,  to  have  applied  to  Congress  at  all  for  leave 
to  have  received  these  presents,  as  the  office  of  this 

Sentleman  had  expired  before  they  were  offered. 
Inder  the  old  articles  of  Confederation,  a  like 
]trovision  was  in  being,  only  that  the  receipt  of 

Kesenta  by  our  Ministers  was  positively  forbid- 
n,  without  any  exception  about  leave  of  Con- 
pess ;  but  their  being  allowed  to  be  received 
onder  the  present  Government,  by  consent  of 
Congress,  snows  that  they  ntigbl  he  received  in 
certain  cases.  He  had  indeed,  been  informed  that, 
Botwith  Stan  ding  the  prohibition  under  the  former 
Ooiutitution,  presents  were  frequently  received  by 
ftlinitters  t  for,  though  persons  holding  offices  were 
llorbidden  to  receive  presents,  the  moment  their 
ofiice  ceased,  and  they  became  private  indlvidn- 
ala,  they  were  no  longer  prohibited  from  receiving 
any  preaenu   wbtch  might  be  offere«l  to  them. 


he  thought  the  resola- 

d  the  press 
would  not  be  adopted.  When  this  subject 
was  first  brought  into  view,  he  felt  inclined  to  fa- 
vor the  request.  This  first  impression  arose  from 
his  great  personal  respect  for  the  applicant,  and 
the  desire  he  felt  to  gratify  his  wishes.  Bat,  upon 
a  little  reflection,  it  appeared  to  him  that  policy 
dictated  the  propriety  of  rejectiug  the  present  res- 
olution. So  far  as  relates  to  the  constitutionality 
of  receiving  the  presents  in  t|uestian,  he  thought 
no  member  would  join  in  opinion  with  the  mem~ 
ber  from  Delaware  last  np.  By  recurring  to  the 
letter  of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina.  (Mr. 
PiNCSNEV,)  It  would  appear  that  these  presents 
were  ofiered  to  him  when  he  was  about  to  take 
leave  ot  the  Courts  to  which  he  was  Minister. 
He  was,  of  course,  at  that  time,  the  Minister  of 
the  United  Stales,  and  came  within  the  Constilu- 
tiooal  prohibition. 

This  prohibition  in  the  Constitution  appeared 
to  him  to  be  bottomed  on  sound  policy,  and  of 
great  importance  to  the  security,  the  faappiness, 
and  freedom  of  the  nation.  [Mr.  C.  read  the 
clause.]  The  object  of  this  clause  appeared  to  him 
very  different  from  what  bad  been  stated  to  be  it* 
object  by  the  gentleman  from  Delaware.  He  be- 
lieved it  was  intended  to  luck  up  every  door  to 
foreign  influence,  to  the  influence  of  Courts  and 
Monarchies,  which  could  not  but  prove  baneful 
to  every  free  country.  He  had  been  told  that  it 
was  the  custom  of  Europe,  when  a  favorite 
Minister  was  about  to  take  his  departure,  not 
only  40  present  him  with  presents,  but  also  to 
confer  a  title  upon  him ;  and  if  the  leave  now 
asked  was  granted,  a  precedeat  would  be  eatab* 
lished  which  he  apprehended  would,  at  a  fiiiure 
day,  bring  the  question  before  Congress,  whether 
leave  should  be  given  for  a  citizen  of  this  country 
to  receive  a  titlefrom  a  foreign  Monarch,  and  tbna 
all  the  folly  and  vices  of  European  Courts  will  be 
brought  up  for  discussion  before  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States ;  and  be  had  no  doubt  chara.C' 
lers  might  be  found  who  would  desire  such  a  dia- 
tinction,  and  others  who  would  advocate  the 
granting  of  it.  On  the  contrary,  he  was  persuaded 
that,  if  the  vole  of  this  House  negatived  the  pre- 
sent resolution,  no  future  application  would-be 
made  on  this  subject.  The  reason,  in  his  opinioD, 
which  induced  the  insertion  of  a  clause  in  the 
Constitution  that  presents  might  be  received  when 
leave  of  Congress  was  obtained,  was 'this:  That, 
in  the  course  of  events,  a  case  might  exist  in  which 
it  might  be  proper  for  a  citizen  of  the  United 
Sattes  to  receive  a  present  from  a  foreign  Oor- 
emment.  Many,  perhaps,  might  be  named  ;  he 
thought  of  one  :  Suppose  an  officer  of  our  Navy 
were  to  render  eMential  service  to  the  vessel  of  a 
foreign  Power  in  distress  on  the  b^h  seaa,  it 
might  be  proper,  in  such  a  case,  for  Congreaa  to 
permit  the  officer  to  receive  any  suitable  present 
as  a, reward  for  his  service  and  benevolent  exer> 
tions  in  the  cause  of  the  unfortunate.  But,  he 
believed,  in  all  ordinary  oases,  every  jweaeni  ouf  ht 
to  be  rejected. 
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Mr.  Otis  saw  do  grounJ  for  the  apprehensions 
which  the  geatlemBn  from  Tennessee  had  mani- 
fested, as  to  the  effects  to  be  produced  b^  concur- 
ring in  the  resolaiion  now  before  them.  When 
tTerj  present  to  be  received  must  be  laid  before 
Conj^reM,  no  fear  need  be  apprehended  from  the 
effects  of  an;  sucb  preiienls.  For,  it  must  be  pre- 
Burned,  that  the  rentleman  who  malies  the  appli- 
cation ha»  done  nis  doty,  as  he,  at  the  moment  he 
makes  the  application,  omes  before  his  conntry 
to  be  judged.  In  the  present  case,  he  supposed 
no  idea  could  be  entertained  that  our  Minister 
hftd  not  done  hii  duty,  or  that  be  had  been  bribed 
by  a  foreig^Q  Power,  as  a  reajoa  for  not  granting 
the  reqaesi.  Bat  it  was  strange  that  gentlemen 
should  assert  that.  If  presents  were  allowed  lo  be 
teoeired,  Congress  might  neit  he  asked  to  consent 
to  the  inirodaction  of  titles;  for  the  Constitution 
expressly  says,  presents  may  be  received,  bnt,  with 
respect  to  lilies,  it  says,  "  no  title  of  nobility  shall 
be  granted." 

[Mr.  Claibobnb  said,  those  were  not  the  words 
of  the  CotistilutioD  to  which  he  alluded.  What 
he  had  reference  to  was  the  ftidlowing:  "  No  per- 
son holding  any  office  of  profit  or  trust  under  the 
United  States,  shall,  without  the  consent  of  Con- 
fess, accept  of  anv  present,  emolument,  office,  or 
tiXU,  of  any  kind  wnatever,  from  any  King,  Prince, 
or  foreign  State."] 

The  first  part,  Mr.  O.  said,  was  distinct  from 
the  last.  Titles  of  nobility  were  expressly  forbid- 
den ;  hut  presents,  emoluments,  offices,  or  titles, 
(not  titles  of  nobility,)  might  be  received  by  the 
consent  of  Congress.  Bat  as  no  title  of  nobility 
eonld  be  nanted,  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee 
need  not  oe  alarmed  on  this  ground.  If  such  titles 
had  not  been  excluded,  he  snould  hare  supposed 
that,  at  this  time  of  day,  when  titles  were  going  so 
&st  out  of  fashion,  there  could  be  no  fear  of 
their  obtaining  here.  The  intention  of  the  Ci 
tntion  must  hare  been,  that  these  presents  should 
be  received,  on  their  being  made  Known  td  Con- 
gress, otherwise  the  clause  would  hare  heeo  per- 
emptory, as  under  the  old  Congress. 

Mr.  O.  said  it  was  altogether  a  matter  of  dis- 
eretioD  in  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina, 
irtiether  or  not  he  had  asked  consent  to  receive 
die  presents  in  question;  for  he  is  at  present  no 
<^cer  of  the  United  9iates,  and  he  might  receive 
them  as  a  private  citizen.  He  believed  he  had  a 
perfect  right  to  do  so,  though  it  might  not  consist 
with  the  delicacy  of  his  character.  Mr.  O.  said 
ha  had  it  from  the  best  authority,  that,  even  under 
the  old  Confederation,  though  presents  were 
nncoflditionally  prohibited,  Dr.  Franklin,  Mr.  Jef- 
fi>ttOD,  and  Mr.  Laurens,  received  the  customary 
presents  on  their  departure  from  the  foreign  Courts 
at  which  they  were  employed.  They,  to  be  sore, 
eommnnicated  the  fact  to  Coogress  atter  they  had 
received  them.  And  they  received  them  for  a 
good  re«son,  because  they  could  not  refuse  them 
without  givmg  umbrage  to  the  Courts  which  pre- 
sented them.  He,  therefore,  iboueht  it  very  im- 
proper for  gentlemen  to  suggest  difficulties  of  the 
Viud  which  had  been  broi^^ht  forward,  as  if  the 
fendeman  making  the  application  was  personally 


concerned — it  could  not  he  considered  as  any  ob- 
ject to  him.  The  question  was  merely  whether 
we  would  conform  or  not  to  the  customs  and 
usages  of  other  oations,  with  the  presents  in  ques- 
tion ;  in  which  there  certainly  could  he  nothing 
either  dangeroas  or  alarming. 

Mr.  Macon  had  no  doubt  Congress  had  a  right 
to  grant  leave  to  receive  the  presents  in  question, 
ana  believed  the  determination  in  this  case  would 
fix  the  usagein  future.  He  believed  an  applica- 
tion could  never  be  made  to  the  House,  in  which 
there  could  be  less  objection  to  the  applieant,  than 

the  present  case.  He  was  convinced  that  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  need  not  to  have 
said  that  this  was  no  object  to  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina.  He  was  sure  no  one  thought  so. 
He  believed  it  was  improper  to  bring  any  peraonal 
considerations  into  the  question.  He  was  aure 
there  had  not  been  a  more  popular  act  done  for 
[his  country  for  along  time  than  the  treaty  which 
that  gentleman  bad  concluded  with  Spain.  But 
'  e  committee  were  told  that  this  resolution  ought 

be  adopted,  because  tt  was  a  European  custom. 
If,  said  he,  we  adopt  this  custom,  we  must  adopt 
another — that  of  paying  foreign  Ministers  who 
come  here.  And  he  owned  he  should  not  be  willing 
.0  see  any  of  them  carry  off  the  money  of  his  con- 
itituents,  because  he  did  not  think  the  conduct  of 
any  of  th^n  was  deserving;  of  such  a  fee. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  had  made 
a  conditional  refusal  of  the  presents  offered  to 
him,  aiffl  he  now  wishes  the  point  to  be  settled  by 
Congress,  whether  he  shall  receive  these  presents 
or  not.  He  had  no  idea,  whether  these  presents 
were  a  gold  snuff-box,  a  gold  chain,  a  picture,  ot 
three  hundred  guineas,  they  could  possibly  have 
any  effect  upon  the  applicant.  Nor  bad  he  mnch 
fear  about  the  introduction  of  titles  into  this  coun- 
try ;  for  if  any  such  thing  were  ever  proposed, 
there  would  he  such  a  scrunble  for  the  highest, 
among  certain  gentlemen,  that  he  believed  it 
would  be  a  security  against  any. 

Mr.  M.  said  it  might  not  always  happen  that 


the  s 


e  thesi 


wsn;  irccfrom  objection;  and. in  such  cases,  very 
unpleasant,  and  probably  very  lengthy,  discussions 
would  take  place.  He  hoped,  therefore,  the  cus- 
tom would  now  be  put  an  end  to. 

Mr.  Batabd remarked  that  the  senileman  from 
Tennessee  seemed  to  he  greatly  alarmed,  lest  the 

Xeing  to  this  reeolutton  should    destroy  the 
-ties  of  the  country;  and  that  a  precedent  of 
leave  being  given  to  a  Minister  to  accept  of  a 

C'd  snuff-box  or  a  gold  chain,  should  hereafter  be 
ught  as  a  sanction  to  the  granting  of  titles  of 
Dobinty.  But  he  asked  the  gentleman,  as  a  lawyer, 
whether  he  conceived  that  a  precedent  for  granting 
permission  to  a  Minister  to  receive  a  snuff-box 
could  be  adduced  as  a  precedent  for  granting 
titles  of  nobility  1  It  certainly  could  not.  There- 
fore, as  to  precedent,  the  gentleman  might  feel 
hiTn.<ielf  perfectly  at  ease.  There  could  be  no  doubt 
but  that  the  Congress  of  the  United  Slates  mi^ht 
sive  their  consent  to  a  citizen  receiving  a  title 
from  a  foreign  Power ;  bat  be  could  not  appre- 
hend that  they  would  ever  do  to.  Was  this,  titen, 
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to  be  brought  as  an  arguinenl  against  allowing  a 
gentlsmaD— against  whose  conduct  the  mostslan- 
derouB  tongue  had  never  said  a  word — from  re- 
ceiriog  the  cusiomary  trifling  presents,  on  his 
learing  a  foreign  Court?  He  trnsted  doI.  He 
allowed  it  would  be  a  precedent  for  the  future  in 
this  respect,  and  that  Congress  might  expect  to  be 
called  upon  hereafter  for  similar  permissious.  Bat 
he  did  not  think  there  was  anything  alarming  in 
this— the  amount  would  be  very  tnflingi  and  he 
did  not  know  that  haTing  a.  few  additional  gold 
snufT  boxes  in  ihe  country  could  produce  any  ma- 
terial effect  As  to  the  Constitutional  question, 
he  thought  it  was  as  he  had  already  stated  it. 

Mr.  Venablb  wished  that  ererythiog  which 
wms  said  upon  this  subject  might  be  said  without 
reference  to  the  gentleman  making  the  applicB' 
ton,  but  that  it  mi^ht  be  considered  as  estabiish- 

Sg  a  general  principle  which  was  to  operate  here- 
ter.  It  was  said  that  it  was  necessary  to  accept 
of  these  presents  as  a  point  of  etiquette,  aud  that 
refusal  to  accept  of  them  might  give  offence.  He 
did  not  believe  this  could  be  the  case,  as  it  was 
well  known  to  the  European  Courts  that  our  Qor- 
ernment  is  established  on  principles  totally  dif- 
ferent from  theirs;  and  when  our  Ministers  in- 
formed them  that  their  Government  did  not  permit 
them  to  receive  presents,  it  must  be  a  satisfactory 
teason  for  not  accepting  them.  He  knew  that 
these  presents  were  sometimes  made  in  pictures, 
•ometimes  insnuS'-boxes,  and  sometimes  in  money. 
And,  said  he,  if  these  presents  were  not  satfttioned 
by  cusloi&j  would  it  not  appear  an  indelicate 
thing  to  offer  these  things  to  a  Minister  of  a  foi- 
ewo  country  7  It  certainly  would.  If  the  origin 
oTthe  custom  was,  therefore,  a  bad  one,  the  United 
States  ought  not  to  adopt  it,  since  they  had  now 
the  choice  of  doing  so  or  not.  He  hoped  the  Uni- 
ted States  wouldalwaysmake  sufficient  provision 
for  theii  own  Ministers,  and  not  permit  them  to 
receive  anything  from  a  foreign  Court.  A  con- 
trary custom,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  would  prove 
%  very  troublesome  and  disagreeable  one. 

Mr.  W.  Ci-AiBoaNE  submitted  to  thegentleman 
from  Delaware,  as  a  lawyer,  whether  the  commit- 
tee could  gather,  from  anything  before  the  House, 
that  these  presents  made  by  foreign  Courts  con- 
sisted of  chains  or  snufi''boxes  1  He  owned  he 
could  draw  no  such  conclusion  for  himself.  But 
whatever  the  present  may  be,  it  was  immaterial 
to  him  in  the  present  question,  because  he  was 
convinced  that  nothing  which  a  European  mon- 
ftrch  had  it  in  bis  power  to  give,  could  lessen  the 
palriotisni  of  our  late  Minister,  or  alienate  his  af- 
fections from  his  country.  It  was  not  to  the 
amount  of  the  present ;  and  whether  it  wasa  snuff- 
box, or  anything  else,  which  was  a  thing  of  no 
eonset^uence,  and  ongat  not  to  have  been  named. 
He  objected  to  the  principle  of  our  foreign  Minis- 
ters receiving  presents  atall  from  European  mon- 
archs.  This  principle  he  looked  upon  as  the  more 
dangerous,  because  it  opened  an  avenue  to  for- 
eign influence — an  influence,  among  monarchi — 
Which  has  always  proved  the  destruction  of  Re- 
publics. 

Notwithstanding  what  had  fallen  from  the  gen- 


tleman from  Delaware,  he  was  convinced  thegen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina  would  not  think 
himself  authorized  to  receive  these  presents  with- 
out  the  authority  of  Congress,  were  they  offered  to 
him  as  a  private  citizen,  as  they  were  certainly 
meant  as  a  compliment  to  him  as  Minister.  As 
to  what  had  been  said  by  the  gentleman  from 
Delaware  with  respect  to  the  present  of  a  snufiT- 
box  or  picture  being  precedents  which  woald  lead 
to  Ihe  granting  of  titles,  what  he  had  said,  waa 
that  the  precedent  would  authorize  the  applica- 
tion for  leave  to  accept  of  a  title,  at  some  future 
period,  which  would  introduce  a  disctission  oa 
that  floor  whether  it  ought  to  be  received  or  not, 
and  thereby  disgrace  the  country  in  the  eyes  of 
every  enlightened  citizen. 

Mr.  THiTOHBB  was  in  favor  of  the  resolution. 
Gentlemen  seemed  opposed  to  it  on  the  ground  of 
its  establishing  a  precedent  for  the  future.  He  did 
not  think  this  objection  well  founded ;  for,  as  the 
Constitution  does  not  absolutely  forbid  the  receiv- 
ing of  presents,  the  discussion  on  the  propriety  of 
allowing  it  in  future  would  not  be  prevented  by 
the  present  decision.  Future  Houses  could  refuse 
or  grant  leave  to  receive  these  presents.  Mr.  T. 
said,  it  was  the  natural  riffbt  of  every  citizen  who 
served  the  coimtry  as  a  Minister  to  receive  pres- 
ents, and  the  Constitution  did  not  absolutelv  take 
away  the  right.  He  considered  the  gentlemoB 
who  now  applied  to  Congress  as  having  a  natural 
right  to  receive  a  present,  except  some  reason  waa 
shown  to  the  contrary.  Gentlemen  albw  they 
know  of  no  special  reason ;  they  allow  the  appli- 
cant has  done  the  business  with  which  he  was 
entrusted,  well.  He  supposed,  therefore,  that  gen- 
tlemen must  themselves  vote  for  it,  except  they 
abandon  their  own  grouud. 

But  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  had  said,  the 
resolution  ought  to  be  disagreed  to  in  order  to  stop 
the  avenues  to  corruption  from  foreign  Courts, 
For  his  part,  he  could  see  no  connexion  between 
a  decision  on  this  question  and  corruption;  for. 
whether  it  was  agreed  to  or  disagreed  to,  it  woula 
not  lake  away  the  power  from  Ministers  to  receive 
presents,  if  they  were  so  disposed. 

But  it  was  said,  that,  to  agree  to  this  resolution^ 
would  lead  to  the  granting  of  titles.  Suppose, 
said  Mr.  T.,  a  title  should  be  applied  for.  and  leave 
granted,  and  a  foreign  Power  shoula  create  a 
Duke  or  a  Count  of  a  citizen  of  this  country,  what 
would  it  be  but  to  make  him  and  his  posterity  for 
ever  ridiculous?  As  he  saw  no  evil  which  could 
arise  from  agreeing  to  this  resolution,  he  should 
vote  for  it. 

Mr.  R.  Williams  hoped  by  the  vote  of  this  dayr 
the  House  would  get  rid  of  future  applications  oi 
this  kind.  When  the  subject  was  first  introduced, 
he  was  opposed  to  it ;  but,  if  the  question  had  gone 
off  without  debate  to-day,  he  intended  to  have 
voted  for  it.  From  the  diaeussion  which  had  taken 
place,  however,  he  was  convinced  it  was  a  subject 
upon  which  they  ought  not  to  legislate,  since  the 
acting  upon  it  would  produce  greater, evils  than 
the  Constitution  had  provided  against.     He  be- 
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be  at  liberty  to  Kceive  alt  (be  pre>ents  offered  to 
them,  than  tbal  the  thing  should  stand  opon  its 
present  fooling. 

The  gentleman  laii  up  had  endeavored  to  show 
that  the  determination  upon  the  prpent  question 
would  not  set  an  example  for  the  future.  It  was 
his  wish  to  fix  a  principie  upon  this  subject,  and 
he  had  no  doubt  this  decision  would  do  it. 

It  had  been  said,  that  the  gentleman  who  made 
this  applicatioD,  had  a  right  to  receive  these  pre- 
sents, without  this  application.  Why,  then,  was 
the  application  made  1  Ought  Congress  to  be 
called  upon  eTerj  year  to  discuss  questions  which 
would  cost  the  Union  t2,000  or  83,000  eTCry  year, 
if  the  right  of  receiving  the  presents  existea  inde- 

rdent  of  Congress  1  This,  he  believed,  would 
spending  the  money  of  the  public  in  a  way 
iriiich  woud  not  be  very  well  approved.  As  this 
was  the  first  application  which  had  been  made 
since  the  existence  of  the  present  Gorernmeat,  for 
this  leave,  it  was  the  proper  time  for  Congress  to 
say,  they  will' or  will  not  countenance  the  practice 
of  receiving  these  presents.  Our  Minisiersj  he 
tsid,  would  be  obliged  by  such  a  determination ; 
and,  if  the  decision  was  against  the  practice,  they 
would  no  longer  be  trouble  with  the  offen:  of  pres- 
ents; or  if  they  had  them  offered,  they  could,  with- 
out hesitation,  declioe  the  acceptance  of  them ; 
bot,  if  this  was  not  doae,  there  would  be  no  end 
of  the  business.  If  this  motion  should  not  be  ne- 
gatived, if  be  should  be  here  another  session,  he 
would  propose  the  passing  of  a  law  to  authorize 
our  Ministers  to  receive  these  presents,  except 
there  K ho ntd  appear  some  particular  obji  ' 
nich  a  law. 

Mr.  Lton  said,  he  had  heard  much  about  Amer- 
icatt  feelings.  He  had  some  of  those  feelings 
himself,  and  they  taught  him  neither  to  approve 
directly  nor  indirectly  of  [he  practice  of  foreign 
Oovernments  paying  our  public  agents.  If  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carulinahad  not  been  well 

Eid  for  bis  services,  he  should  be  willing  to  pay 
n  more;  but  he  should  not  be  willing  to  lay 
this  country  under  an  obligation  to  a  foreign 
try  by  our  Ministers  accepting  ptesents,  or  to 
similar  returns  to  their  Ministers.    It  was  said,  the 

SDtlcman  from  South  Carolina  might  receivf 
tse  presents  now,  without  the  consent  of  Con- 
gress. If  he  chose  to  risk  his  own  character  by 
doiug  so,  Congress  had  nothing  to  do  with  it ;  but, 
for  Congress  to  authorize  any  such  thing,  in  hit 
opinion,  would  be  a  shameful  business. 

Ur.  Batabd  would  tell  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  on  what  authority  he  informed  the  com- 
tniltee  that  the  presents  in  question  consisted  of 
what  he  had  mentioned.  Being  upon  the  com- 
mittee to  whom  this  subject  was  referred,  he  made 
some  inquiry  as  to  what  were  the  usual  presents 
from  the  European  Courts,  and  found,  that  in 
Holland,  it  was  customary  to  give  a  gold  chain 
and  medal^  in  France,  a  gold  snuff-box;  and  in 
Spain,  a  picture.  It  was  on  this  ground  that  he 
said  these  things  were  of  do  consequence.  Mr.  B. 
then  (emarked,  upon  what  had  fkllen  from  Mr.  R. 
WiujAHB  with  respect  to  the  expense  inciitted 


discussing  this  subject,  and  said  it  had  been 
owing  to  gentlemen  opposing  the  resolution  that  so 
long  a  discussion  had  taken  place.  As  to  the  law 
which  that  gentleman  proposed  to  introduce,  he 
must  see  that  the  Constitution  would  not  admit 
of  such  a  law. 

But  some  gentlemen  were  opposed  to  this  reso- 
lution, because  it  was  supposed  the  United  States 
would  be  obliged  to  reciprocate  the  favor  to  Min- 
isters who  were  sent  to  this  country;  and  some 
nntlemen  had  seized  the  occasion  of  saying  that 
few  of  these  Ministers  were  deserving  of  any  such 
present  But^  because  these  gentlemen  may  be 
3: — •■^Qfi  with  the  conduct  of  foreign  Ministers 


his  country.  He  did  not  think  this  the  proper 
place  to  discuss  the  propriety  of  making  presents 
'  foreign  Ministers.  When  Congress  were  called 
upon  to  act  in  this  matter,  then  would  be  the  pro- 
per lime  for  gentlemen  to  make  their  stand  upon 
It,  and  say  the  allowance  should  or  should  not  be 
made.  He  did  not  think  the  thing  followed  of 
He  hoped,  therefore,  the  resolution  would 
be  agreed  to. 
Mr.RcTLEPOE  said,  that,  beingclosely  connected 
the  bondsof  friendship  with  ojs  colleague,  who 
made  the  present  application,  he  did  not  intend  to 
have  said  a  word  upon  the  subject ;  but.  when  he 
heard  things  of  a  persona]  nature  introduced  into 
the  debate,  he  could  not  avoid  rising.  And,  with 
due  submission  to  the  Chair,  he  must  say,  that 
evetythmg  of  a  personal  nature,  introduced  on 
this  occasion,  was,  in  bis  opinion,  wholly  out  of 
order;  particularly  when  it  was  said  by  a  mem- 
ber, "  If  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  is 
not  satisfied  with  what  he  has  received  for  his  ser- 
vices,  I  am  willing  to  pay  biro  more."  The  Con- 
stitution has  said,  that  the  customary  presents  from 
European  Courts  shall  not  be  received  without  the 
consent  of  Congress ;  and,  accordingly,  when  these 
presents  were  offered  hu  colleague  at  the  two 
Courts  at  which  he  was  Minister,  he  declined 
receiving  them,  saying,  that  he  would  lay  the 
matter  before  Congress  on  his  return  home.  He 
had  done  so,  and  he  could  not  see  any  ground  of 
alarm  in  this.  He  felt  none  of  that  Republican 
jealousy  which  caused  his  mind  to  revolt  at  these 
civilities.  He  rose  to  dissipate,  if  possible,  (hose 
ideas  of  danger  which  seemed  to  be  apprehended 
from  the  adoption  of  (he  present  resolution — the 
apprehension  that  it  would  break  down  the  barri- 
ers which  were  to  keep  out  corruption  from  our 
Qovemment,  and  introduce  a  variety  of  evils^ 
The  gentleman  from  Tennessee  had  stated  a  strong 
case.  He  had  supposed,  that,  la  allow  these  [««■- 
enis  might,  at  some  future  day,  encourage  some 
person  to  come  forward  and  ask  permission  to  re- 
ceive a  title  from  a  foreign  conntry.  And  if  this 
should  be  the  case,  he  seemed  to  think  the  liberty 
of  the  country  would  be  at  an  end.  But  did  not 
that  gentleman  know  that  the  United  States  have 
already  given  leave  to  a  citizen  oi'  this  coantrjr  tl> 
wear  a  ribbon  and  accept  of  a  title  from  a  foreign 
Power ;  but  it  was  a  solitary  case,  and  he  believed 
it  would  foievei  remain  so,  as  he  never  heard  thmt 
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this  badse  of  dUtiDCiion  excited  anytbing  but 
ridicule  Jfoih  his  fellowcitizeas. 

Mr.  Claiborne  wished  to  know  who  the  indi- 
vidual was. 

Mr.  RuTLBDOB  answered,  it  was  the  case  of  the 
Chevalier  John  FauL  Jones  to  which  he  alluded. 
The  tiansactioQ  took  place  under  the  old  Con- 
federation, which  expressly  prohibited  tides.  But 
the  King  of  France,  wishing  lo  confer  some  mark 
of  distinction  on  Jones  for  his  bravery,  wrote  to 
hi*  Minister  here,  and  he  applied  to  Congreaa  upon 
the  subject,  and  leave  was  granted  to  him  to  re- 
ceive the  Cross  of  Military  Merit.  This  hap- 
pened in  the  year  1781.  Mr.  R.  harinc  ascer- 
tained the  fact  from  the  Journals,  hoped  no  un- 
easiness would  be  entertained  on  the  ground  of 
dangei  from  titles. 

Air.  Habf£b  did  not  wish  to  protract  the  de- 
bate, but  he  could  not  help  noticing  a  few  circuiD- 
Btances  which  had  given  some  gentlemen  alarm. 
He  was  sensible  that  every  personal  feeling  was 
in  favor  of  the  request,  he  therefore  viewed  with 
refoect  that  rigid  adherence  to  principle  which 
haa  produced  the  mistalce  which  their  zeal  had 
led  them  into.  Gentlemen  talked  as  if  none  but 
Royal  Qoveraiueats  make  these  presenla.  Were 
they  to  be  informed  that  every  Republic  in  Bu- 
tope,  which  was  in  ihe  habit  of  receiving  Minis- 
ters, was  also  in  the  habit  of  making  these  pres- 
enU  1  Besides,  could  it  be  believed  that  if  a  Min- 
ister abroad  was  lo  receive  presents,  by  way  of 
bribes,  he  would  ever  lay  them  before  nisOovetn- 
meoi  ?  Certainly  not ;  he  would  be  silent  with 
respect  to  any  such  bribe.  Corruption  flows 
through  far  different  channels  from  those  which 
bad  been  mentioned — it  flows  through  the  bauds 
of  bankers  and  other  agents,  not  by  means  of  o»- 
tensible  and  customary  piesenls.  And  he  believed 
if  corruption  bad  flowed  in  any  other  way  than 
this,  we  should  nevei  have  heard  of  douceurs  of 
£50,000  sterling,  or  of  Ambassadors  being  impri- 
soned, in  order  to  extort  money  from  them. 

What  objection,  then,  is  there  to  allowing  our 
Ministers  to  receive  these  presents  ?  It  was  said 
we  should  be  under  the  necessity  of  returning 
them  lo  the  Ministers  of  other  countries,  m  the 
same  way  as  when  a  gentleman  accepts  of  an  in- 
vilatioQ  to  dinner,  he  imut  return  the  compliment 
by  asking  his  friend  again,  Admitting  this  to  be 
■  thecase,  what  then?  Supptise  the  United  Slates  re- 
ceive twenty  different  foreign  Ministers,  and  that 
they  are  changed  every  two  yearsi  This  would 
amount  to  ten  presents  a  year ;  and  if  we  gave  a 

E resent  equal  lo  that  (jfiven  by  the  Republic  of 
[oUaud,  he  supposed  it  would  be  thouehi  verr 
handsome.  They  gave  a  gold  chain  and  medal, 
h«  supposed  about  the  value  of  four  eagles,  so  that 
ten  presents  of  this  kind  would  amount  to  forty 
eagles  a  year.  He  did  not  think  this  would  be 
awmiog,  or  any  way  endaager  the  liberties  of 
tlM  country.  On  the  contrary,  he  believed,  the 
good  will  which  was  produced  by  this  interchanf^ 
of  civility  between  nations  would  be  cheaply  pur- 
chased for  thirty  or  forty  eaf^let  a  vear.  They  all 
knaw  the  advantages  of  reciprocal  civility  injiri- 
Taie  life,  and  il  wu  atiU  more  neccasuy  in  Got- 


eraments  and  nations.  Hare  we  not,  .said  ho, 
seen  a  want  of  attention  to  these  little  things,  al- 
leged as  a  cause  of  quarrels  and  war  7  This  had 
frequently  been  seen.  It  was  good  policy,  there* 
fore,  to  cheHsh  a  good  undeistanding  with  na- 
tions by  falling  into  their  customs,  especially 
when  it  could  be  done  without  much  expense  oi- 
inconvenience. 

Mr.  Maooh  complained  of  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  (Mr.  RuTLEnai:)  having  censured 
the  Chair  without  cause. 

Mr.  R.  WiLLiAHa  denied  having  said  anything 
of  a  personal  nature ;  and  as  to  consuming  lime 
in  debate,  he  look  no  part  in  it,  until  the  gentle- 
man from  Delaware  had  himself  made  two  or 
three  speeches. 

Mr.  Gallatin  said  this  question  might  be  con- 
sidered either  as  of  a  personal,  or  of  a  general  na- 
ture. He  had  heard  gentlemen,  arguing  both  in 
support  of  and  against  the  resolution,  apeak  of 
the  important  services  rendered  by  the  tfentlemau 
from  South  Carolina  in  having  accomplished  the 
treaty  with  Spain.  Nor  did  be  conceive. this  to 
be  out  of  order.  He  believed,  however,  the  gen- 
tleman himself  was  perfectly  indifferent  as  to  the 
fate  of  the  question. 

Mr.  G.  bad  some  doubt  with  respect  to  the  con- 
struction of  the  Constitution  on  this  point.  If  he 
waa  well  acquainted  with  the  fact  relative  to  ibis 
business,  it  stood  in  this  way :  When  Mr.  Pinck- 
ney  was  sent  as  Envoy  Bxlraordioary  lo  Spain, 
be  still  remained  Minister  Plenipotentiary  at  the 
Couit  of  Great  Britain,  therefore  he  was  alto- 
gether precluded  from  accepting  of  the  present 
offered  to  him  by  the  Spanish  Government  on  his 
taking  leave  from  that  Court;  but,  with  respect 
to  the  present  offered  lo  him  by  Great  Britain,  it 
appeared  to  him  that  the  moment  s  Minister  re- 
ceives his  letters  of  recall,aDd  has  taken  his  leave,' 
he  is  no  longer  an  officer  of  the  GoveromeDi ;  and, 
in  such  case,  both  under  the  present  Constitution, 
and  under  the  old  Confederation,  presents  have 
been  received.  So  far,  therefore,  as  relates  to 
Great  Britain,  he  did  not  ihink  it  was  neceasary 
to  apfdy  to  Congress  for  their  consent. 

He  had  said,  that  after  a  Minister  has  received 
his  letters  of  recall,  there  was  nothing  to  prevent 
him  from  accepting  of  a  present.  He  might  be 
told  the  Constitution  is  lame  in  thai  respect ;  but 
it  was  more  so  with  respect  to  private  cilizens, 
because  any  private  citizen  might  receive  either 
presents  or  titles  from  a  foreign  Power.  It  has 
not,  therefore,  effeciually  shut  out  corropiion. 
Officers  may  receive  presents  by  consent  of  Con- 
gress; but  any  officer,  or  member  of  Goagresa, 
might  accept  of  presents,  either  in  secrecy,  or  wait 
till  they  are  out  of  office  and  receive  them  pub- 
licly. Nothing  could  prevent  this  but  the  infamy 
that  would  attach  to  such  an  act.  Therefore,  so 
IS  it  was  contended  that  a  disagreement  lo 
this  resolution  would  shut  out  a  source  of  corrup- 
~'  in,  it  had  little  effect  upon  his  mind. 

But  there  was  another  point  of  view  on  ihia 
subject,  which  would  induce  him  to  give  his  vole 
Biiainst  the  resolution.  He  considered  that  if 
CoDgvesa  gave  it*  aaacBt  to  this  propoaitiofi,  it 
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would  be  ssying  that  they  approve  of  ihe  act,  end 
that  it  IB  in  itself  proper  tbfti  a  foietgn  Miointer 
^ould  receive  presents.  If  it  was,  ia  tbeir  opia- 
ion  propel  to  accept  of  these  presents,  the  resolu- 
tion would  be  sffiroied ;  but  if  rhey  were  of  opin- 
ion, that  the  practice  is  a  bad  one ;  that  it  h  use- 
less in  itself,  and  ooght  to  cease,  they  had  nothing 
to  do  but  refuie  to  atithorize  it.  He  owned  it  was 
noper  to  keep  up  ctTilities,  when  it  could  be  done 
by  conforming  to  customs  of  an  inoffensirens 
tare ;  but  when  the  Coostilution  stood  in  th 
way,  it  ought  always  to  be  respected. 

He  had  another  reason  for  Totioff  against  tbi 
retolutioD.  He  had  already  said,  uat,  if  a  man 
was  not  an  officer  of  the  United  SCatea,  he  had 
riffht  to  receive  these  presents.  A  question  aroa 
wnether  the  gentleman  from  Sooih  Carolina  ha 
ft  light  now  to  receive  th«n.  He  believed  he 
was  precloded,  not  only  by  their  beio^  offered  as 
reward  to  a  Minister,  but  fram  his  being  a  mem- 
ber of  Congress,  for  he  did  not  believe  that  per- 
mission could  legally  be  granted  to  any  member 
of  Congress  to  receive  naj  such  present ;  and, 
therefore,  that  the  resolution  ougni  not  to  be 
agreed  to. 

The  question  on  the  rescdution  was  put,  and 
ne^tired— 44  to  36. 

The  committee  then  rose  and  reported  their 
disagreement  to  the  resolution   of  the  Senati 
when  the  question  was  taken  on  conearring  wi 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  in  tbeir  disagree- 
ment, and  decided  in  the  affirmative — yeas  49, 
nays  37,  as  follows : 

Tais—aeorge  Boer, Jim.,  David  Bard,  Bsilej  Bait- 
Istt,  Lemnel  Benton,  Thomas  Blount,  Ridurd  Brent, 
Nadian  Biyao,  Stephen  Balloek,  Demsey  Bnrges, 
Tltomu  Clubome,  Willitm  Uhmrka  Cole  Cldbome, 
John  0)<f  km,  Tbonui  T.  Datis,  John  Diwson,  John 
Deani^  6horgs  Dm^  Lneas  Elonndorph,  Tbomu 
Bvans,  Williun  Fiodlay,  3Aa  Fowler,  Albert  Oil- 
Irtin,  Jamea  Gillenie,  John  A.  Hanna,  Carter  B.  Hii 
liwn,  Jenatbin  n.  Haren^  Jeaeph  Heiater,  Walts 
Jones,  Matthew  Lodte,  Matthew  Lyon.  Jtnies  Maebir, 
Nathaniel  Macoo,  Blair  McClenuhui,  Joaapb  Me- 
Dowell,  John  Milicdse,  Anthony  New,  JoMab  Puker, 
Junes  Sebnteman,  Tamfaaa  J.  SUnoer,  WiUiun 
Smith,  Ridtaid^iggijnn.,  Riehaid  atanfind,  Thomu 
Smnlai,  ThoroaeTilUngh**^  AbramTiigg,  John  Trigs, 
PhiUp  Tan  Cortlandt,  Jae^'*  B.  Vatmun,  Abraham 
Tenable  and  Robert  WiUuuns. 

Hati — John  Allen,  Abraham  Batdnin,  Jamee  A. 
Bayard,  David  Brogki,  John  Chapmui,  Simae)  W. 
Dana,  William  Sdmond,  Abiel  Foster,  Uwight  Fcnter, 
Jtmalhan  Freemen,  Ueni?  Glen,  Cbauncey  Goodrich, 
Bogei  Giiroold,  WiUiam  Banr  Orovt^  Robait  Goodloe 
Harper,  William  Hindmin,  David  Holmes,  Hmekiah 
L.  Hoamer,  Jamea  H.  Imlay,  tiamuel  Lyman,  William 
Hat&ewa,  Daniel  Morgan,  Lewis  R-  Monia,  Harrison 
O.  OtiB,  John  BuUedge,  jun.,  Bsmnel  Sewall,  Wil- 
liam Bbepard,  Tbomss  SiDnickaon,  Samnel  SitgreaTea, 
Nathaniel  Smith,  SamQel  Bmith,  Oeoige  Thatcher, 
RicbeoJ  Thomas,  Mark  Tbonuon,  John  E.  Van  Alen, 
Peleg  Wadaworth,  and  John  Williams. 

RELATIONS  WiTH  FRANCE. 


Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houte  of  BepreKniatnea  : 

1  now  tranamit  to  Congress  coi^ea  of  all  the  com< 
mnnications  from  our  Envoys  Extraordinary,  received 
since  their  anival  in  Paris,  excepting  Itaoae  before  jne- 
aented  by  me  to  both  Hooaes. 

JOHN  ADAU8. 

UniTSD  SxATis,  Hay  4,  1796. 

PROVISIONAL  ARMY. 

Mr.  Sewall,  from  the  Committee  for  the  Pro- 
tection of  Commerce  and  the  Defence  of  iha 
CoDolry,  made  h  report  on  the  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate, authoriziog  the  President  to  raise  a  provisional 
army ;  which  WBs  committed. 

EXECUTIVE  DEPARTMENTS. 

Mr.  Harper  said,  that  having  observed  some 
embarrassment  In  the  laws  establishing  the  Eneca- 
tive  Departments,  more  especially  as  it  respeotB 
the  War  DeputmenI,  a  very  eonsiderahle  |»opor- 
tion  of  the  business  of  which  is  done  in  the  Trea- 
sury Department,  bein^  made  an  a^ent  to  Ihe 
War  Department  in  paying  and  receiving  money : 
so  that  one  department  makes  the  expense,  ana 
another  is  responsible  for  it.  He  wished,  there- 
fore, to  see  if  some  better  arrangement  could  n* 


"  Saohed,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  in- 
qnira  and  report,  b;  bill  or  otherwise,  whether  any  and 
what  sjterattoaa  are  neeessaiy  in  the  various  acts  ea- 
tabliihing  ^e  Execntive  Departments,  so  br  as  relates 
to  the  manner  of  disbursing  the  money  a.pprD{mBted 
for  each,  and  the  settling  of  their  aoconnta. 

Ajfreed  to,  and  a  committee  of  three  members 
appointed. 

Satdhdat,  May  5- 
PRE8ENTS  TO  MINISTBRa 

Mr.  Harfbr  said  he  wished  to  submit  to  the 
House  a  motion  in  relation  to  the  subject  decided 
yesterday.  He  believed  it  would  not  be  proper  to 
let  that  matter  go  on  with  a  simple  nc^tive  of 
the  resolotion  of  the  Senate.  As  a  committee 
had  been  appointed  to  report  on  this  subject,  it 
might  be  referred  to  that  committee.  It  was  in 
the  following  words: 

Reeolted,  That  Congress  entertain  ajnat  sense  of  Oe 
meiitorioas  conduct  and  important  services  of  Thomas 
Pindiney,  during  his  late  mission  to  Greet  Britain  and 
Spain;  but,  inastnneh  as  the  Oavenmenlef  Am  United 
States  have  never,  in  any  ease,  ad<qilad  the  eastern  of 
making  presents  to  the  Mimslsrs  of  foreign  natbns,  k 
is  inexpedient  to  permit  their  own  Ministers  to  acoept 
jHVMnts  b-om  the  OoTenimeiila  to  which  they  are  sent  i 
for  which  reason  the  said  Thomas  Pinckoey  ought  not 
to  have  the  consent  of  Congress  to  his  receiving  the  cv» 
tomary  presents  from  the  Ooiemments  of  Great  Britain 
and  Spain." 

r.  Balowik  said  the  committee  had  already 
reported. 

Mr.  OALLATtN  wished  to  know  iriiether  thia 
motion  was  in  order,  afta*  the  subject  had  beeit 
decided.    It  was  a  little  cBriooa  th  "        -'' 
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who  voted  for  the  adoption  of  a  resolution  should 
bring  forward  the  reaions  of  genttemeD  who  were 
opposed  to  it.  Besides,  he  b^ieved  it  asserted  for 
fact  what  was  not  (o.  It  said  our  GorFrnment 
hkd  never  adopted  the  custom  of  making  presents 
to  foreigD  Ministers,  whereas,  in  a  late  statement, 
there  appeared  an  iteni  of  (2,607  for  this  purpose. 
He  wished  the  Speaker,  howeTer,  to  say  whether 
the  motion  was  in  order. 

[No  answer  was  given.] 

ADDITIONAL  REVENUE. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hahpib,  the  House  went 
into  a  Cgmmiitee  of  tbe  Whole  on  the  report  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  Mr.  Dent  in 
Ihe  Chair,  when  the  three  following  resolutions 
being  read,  viz : 

Stiolved,  That  it  will  bs  Bzpedient  U  wm  an  addi- 
tional r«v«naa  of doUkn  uinnaUj,  I7  a  direct 

tax. 

Setohed,  That  the  said  tax  onght  to  be  laid  bj  noi- 
tarm  sansinient,  on  land^  homes,  and  slaves. 

ReMobied,  That  the  sppoitionment  of  the  aaid  tax 
ought  to  be  made  among  the  Mreral  State*  ucording 
to  thur  reapecttve  nomber  of  iahabitants,  as  asoettained 
I7  the  last  cenjUB." 

Mr.  Harper  moved  to  fill  the  black  in  tbe 
first  resolatioQ  with  two  millions. 

Mr.  Varnuh  supposed  the  present  revenne 
would  be  sufficient  for  all  our  current  expenses. 
The  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage  were  last 

Siar  upwards  of  seven  millions  and  a  half.  The 
ecrelary  of  the  Treasury  estimates  the  amount 
this  year  only  at  seven  millions.  He  did  not  see 
any  reasonable  ground  for  this.  He  believed  the 
amount  this  year  would  be  greater  than  the  last. 
as  it  had  increased  a  million  a  year  for  several 

5 ears  past.  Last  year,  when  a  direct  tax  was  un- 
er  cODsidetBtion,  it  was  said  there  would  be  a 
deficiency  in  this  part  of  tbe  revenue,  but  it  now 
appears  that  those  suggestions  were  unfounded; 
and  the  first  quarter  of  the  present  year  has  pro- 
duced a  mater  amonni  than  in  any  preceding 
year.  He  did  not  think,  therefore,  tlut  there 
wonld  be  any  necessity  for  the  present  tax. 

Mr.  S.  StfiTBdid  not  thiak  it  necesaary  that  the 
eommittee  should  have  farther  information  on 
this  subject  than  was  contained  in  the  report. 
By  that  It  appear*  that  there  will  be  a  deficiency 
of  11,396,705  to  be  provided  for  by  new  revenue, 
exclusive  of  two  instalments  on  the  debt  of  the 
Bank  of  tue  United  Slates  amounting  to  ^00,000. 
But  tbe  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  supposes 
the  revenue  of  this  year  will  be  equal  to  that  of 
last  year.  Suppose  (his  was  to  be  the  case,  there 
would  slill  be  adefieiency  of  upwards  of  a  million 
of  dollars.  Had  be  provided  any  means  of  meet- 
ing  thisi  He  had  not.  Besides,  the  gentleman's 
arguments  went  upon  an  idea  of  peace,  and  not  of 
war.  He  agreed  with  that  gentleman  in  one 
tiling,  that  the  revenue  of  the  prea 
equal  thai  of  last  year^  as  be  did  n' 
iKvenne  would  be  dimmished  by  the  depredations 
committed  upon  our  commerce,  believing,  as  he 
did,  chat  tbe  revenue  was  in  proportion  to  the 
cooaumption  of  foreign  commodities;  and  as  he 
did  not  balier*  the  people  ot  tbe  United  Slates 


would  consume  less  this  year  than  tbe  last,  he  did 
not  believe  the  duties  arising  from  imports  would 
be  less.  Nor  did  be  believe  it  would  decrease 
much  even  in  a  case  of  actual  war.  It  would  de- 
crease OUT  own  tonnage,  but  it  would  increase 
that  of  other  oaiions.  The  commerce  of  tbe 
United  States,  Mr.  S.  said,  was  equal  to  any  in 
the  world;  that  of  last  year,  notwithstanding  the 
depredations  made  upon  it,  was  not  exceeded  by 
that  of  any  country.  But  when  we  are  in  a  state, 
which  though  it  be  not  war,  will  probably  soon 
become  so,  it  is  necessary  to  provide  the  means  of 
carryiug  on  war,  if  we  should  be  involved  in  it. 
Lalge  sums  have  been  voted  to  prepare  tbe  coan- 
try  for  such  a  situation,  and  it  became  essential 
that  money  should  be  provided.  If.  on  the  thres' 
koldofwar,geittlemenhesiiale  to  provide  the  ways 
and  means,  be  should  begin  to  think  they  were 
not  in  earnest  to  defend  tbe  country;  butwben  he 
saw  them  provide  money,  which  is  the  sinews  of 
war,  he  should  be  convinced  they  were  indeed 
determined  to  defend  their  country;  and  in  that 
case,  even  if  France  is  successful  against  Qreat 
Britain,  and,  according  to  the  opinion  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Connecticut  (Mr.  Allen)  by  suek 
an  event  one  of  our  arms  should  be  cut  off,  be 
believed  sufficient  resources  would  be  found  within 
ourselves  to  defend  this  country  a^inst  any 
nation  whatever.  This  being  his  opinion,  ha  was 
for  giving  the  sum  with  which  this  blank  was 
proposed  to  be  filled.  He  was  not  for  going  into 
nice  calculations,  as  if  the  country  were  likely  to 
remain  in  a  state  of  peace.  He  had  beretofore 
been  for  saving  money  as  much  as  possible,  and 


for  paying  off  tbe  national  debt;  but  this  was  no 
time  for  speaking  of  these  things.  It  is  well 
known  tbat  it  wiQ  take  one  year  to  organize  tbia 


tax;  but  if  a  security  of  this  kind  wasprovided, 
money  might  be  borrowed  upon  it.  For  if  the 
country  was  involved  in  war,  or  an  actual  inva- 
sion took  place,  that  would  not  be  the  lime  to 
talk  about  raising  money;  tbe  moment  ihould  be 
seized  whilst  there  exists  a  spirit  of  enthusiasm, 
and  then  money  mighl  be  borrowed.  Two  mil- 
lions of  dollars  would  be  as  nothingfor  the  defence 
of  the  country  in  lime  of  war.  The  amount  of 
our  present  force  alone  would  require  this,  and 
no  man  could  suppose  that  double  our  present 
force  would  be  sufficient;  but  upon  ibis  tax  might 
at  least  be  borrowed  ten  millions. 

The  question  was  pot  and  carried — 17  to  35. 

The  resolution  was  then  agreed  to  as  amended, 
as  was  also  the  second. 

Tbe  third  resolution  being  under  consideration, 

Mr.  Dayton  moved  to  strike  oat  the  words 
"last  census,"  as  it  might  be  deiermioed  when  the 
bill  came  in  whether  the  number  of  inhabitants    , 
should  be  ascertained  by  the  last  census,  or  a  new 
one  should  be  taken. 

Mr.  T.  Claiborne  hoped  the  principle  upon 
which  tbe  tax  was  to  be  laid  would  be  now  estab- 
lished. 

Mr.  Harper  believed  this  was  an  essential  point, 
as  before  tbe  bill  could  be  drawn,  it  would  be  ne- 
cessary to  ascertain  upon  what  principle  it  should 
be  formed. 
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Mr.  Ltoh  supposed  die  CoutitutiOD  wbs  deci- 
sive as  to  this  pomL 

Mr.  Qallatin  hoped  the  amendment  would  not 
prerail ;  if  it  did,  it  would  be  necessery  to  lake  a 
new  census  before  the  tax  could  be  assessed.  It 
might,  perhaps,  be  Cod aiitu lion al  to  take  the  cen- 
sus oftener  than  once  in  tea  years;  but  if  it  whs 
(and  he  had  some  doubt  as  to  that  point)  he  did 
not  think  it  would  be  good  policy  to  do  it  now. 
If  it  was  necessary  to  continue  the  tax  after  the 
year  1801,  it  might  be  then  apportioned  according 
to  the  new  census. 

Mr.  B^YARn  said,  the  words  of  the  Constitution 
were,  "within  every  term  of  ten  yean";  so  that 
a  greater  period  than  ten  years  could  not  be  suf- 
fered to  pass  without  taking  a  census,  but  it  might 
be  takcD  every  year  if  il  were  necessary.  He 
believed  it  would  be  very  proper  to  have  a  new 
census  taken  before  the  tax  was  assessed,  other- 
wise from  the  great  increase  in  the  population  of 
some  of  the  Slates,  since  the  last  census  was  taken, 
the  tax  wotild  not  be  consiiiutionalty  collected, 
since  it  is  directed  to  be  laid  according  to  the  num- 
ber of  inhabitants. 

Mr.  Harper  said,  he  should  be  glad  to  see  a 
new  census  taken  at  an  early  perio£  so  as  to  re- 
lieve the  States  from  any  inequality  which  misbt 
arise  from  the  variation  of  popuUiion  which  has 
taken  place  since  the  last  census;  but  he  tiusted 
it  would  not  be  thought  necessary  to  do  this  before 
the  proDpsed  tax  was  assessed.  The  carrying  a 
law  of  this  kind  into  effect,  let  it  be  done  in  what- 
erer  way  may  be  adopted,  would  be  found  a  tedi- 
ous business,  and  the  amount  to  be  produced  by 
il,  would  have  to  be  anticipated  by  loans ;  and  if 
a  new  census  was  to  be  taken  before  the  tax  could 
be  assessed,  it  could  not  be  said,  with  any  kind  of 
certainty,  when  an  effectual  revenue  was  to  be 
raised.  He  hoped,  therefore,  when  so  great  an 
inconvenience  would  be  incurred  by  dela; iog  the 
tax  until  a  new  census  was  taken,  tnat,  thoush  for 
one  year  some  of  the  States  would  have'to  pay  a 
little  mure  than  was  justly  their  portion,  they 
would  consent  to  do  so  rather  than  subject  the 
country  to  so  great  an  inconvenience  as  would  be 
experienced  by  such  a  delay. 

Mr.  Dayton  said,  he  did  oot  mean,  in  this  early 
stage  of  the  business,  tu  determine  that  the  last 
census  shootd  doi  be  the  rote  of  apportionment 
for  the  first  or  second  year's  tax,  but  to  have 
avoided  deciding  that  point  in  this  resolution. 
The  gentleman  irom  South  Caroiinaseems  not  to 
have  recollected  that  this  is  a  provision  for  a  per- 
manent lax.  For  the  words  are,  that  two  mil- 
lions shall  be  raised  aoDUally,  and  the  rule  of  ap- 
portionment is  proposed  to  be  br  the  last  census. 
If  it  had  been  said  that  the  lax  snould  be  assessed 
according  to  the  present  census  until  a  new  one 
could  be  formed,  he  did  not  know  that  he  should 
have  objected  to  it. 

Mr.  Harper  said  he  should  not  object  to  such  a 
change  in  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Oattok  was  well  convinced  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  CaroliDB  most  see  the  jao- 
nriety  of  such  a  change  in  the  form  of  the  reso- 
lution.   He  meant  to  amend  the  resolatim;  he 


bad  taken  one  way  to  do  it.  If  the  gentleman 
from  South  Caroiioa  chose  another,  he  should 
take  his  own.  He  believed  the  wordu  Im  had 
moved  to  be  struck  out,  improper,  and  it  was  a 
principle  which  might  well  be  discussed  when 
the  bill  was  brought  in.  If  it  were  found  practi' 
cable  to  take  a  new  census  within  a  reasonable 
,  the  tax  might,  in  the  first  instance,  be  appor* 
tioned  by  il,  if  not,  by  the  old  census-  The  gen- 
tleman irom  Pennsylvaoia  was  ia  doubt  whether 
a  cenins  could  be  renewed  oftecer  than  once  in 
ten  years.  He  had  do  doubi  on  the  subject,  and 
he  believed  great  injustice  would  be  done  to  some 
of  the  Slates  if  the  lax  was  not  assessed  accord- 
ing to  their  present  number  of  inhabitants,  as 
some  Slates  have  doubted  oi  trebled  their  inhabit- 
since  the  last  census  was  taken,  whilst  othera 
have  scarcely  increased  at  all. 

He  believed  the  States  of  Pennsylvania  and 
New  York  have  iocreased,  when  compared  to 
New  Jersey,  as  an  hundred  to  one ;  and  il  was 
well  known  that  the  Stales  of  New  York  and  New 
ty  are  divided  only  by  an  imaginary  line,  so 
that  It  would  happen  that  one  of  two  farms  ad- 
joining each  other,  from  being  in  difierent  Stales, 
would  be  taxed  fifty  per  cent,  more  than  the  otha. 
The  inequality  in  such  cases  would  be  vastly  more 
grievous  than  the  tax  itself. 

Mr.  D.  said,  if  it  could  not  hereafter  be  shown 
thai  the  census  might  be  taken  at  the  same  time 
that  the  valuation  of  the  property  was  made,  be 
should  abandon  the  idea  of  assessing  the  tax  in 
ihe  first  instance  by  a  new  census.  All  be  asked 
was,  that  the  words  should  be  struck  out,  and  that 
the  question  might  not  be  decided  at  the  present 


Mr.  S.  Smith  was  at  a  loss  to  know  how  the 
hill  could  be  drawn,  nniil  this  principle  was 
decided. 

Mr.  Dayton  said,  it  appeared  to  him  one  of  the 
simplest  things  imaginable  to  do  this.  The  sum 
lo  be  apportioned  to  each  State  might  be  left  in 
blank,  and  filled  up  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
when  the  principle  shall  hare  been  settled  as  to 
the  census. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  thought  il  would  be  much  the 
best  now  to  fix  the  principle  with  respect  to  the 
census.  The  resolution,  he  believed,  had  better 
stand  as  it  is,  and  genllemen  might  move  to  hava 
a  new  census  taken  after  the  first  year ;  so  that,  if 
a  farmer  was  to  pay  four  or  Rve  dollars  more  than 
his  neighbor  for  ane  year,  he  would  know  that  the 
iuequaQty  would  be  remedied  another  year.  The 
State  of  Maryland  was  situated  in  some  respect 
like  that  of  New  Jersey,  and  would,  of  course,  ex- 
perience the  like  inconveniences;  tnii  inequalities 
will  exist  in  every  system  of  taxation.  He  hoped, 
if  gentlemen  were  in  earnest  to  raise  money,  tney 
would  not  bring  forward  objections  of  this  lort. 
Similar  abjections  to  these  were  urged  formerly, 
when  the  subject  was  taken  up  as  a  peace  mea- 
sure; but  now  that  it  was  resorted  lo  in  support 
of  war  measures,  he  trusted  they  would  not  be  in- 
sisted upon. 

Mr.  J.  Williams  supposed,  if  ihe  amendment 
obiained,  the  tax  must  be  apportioned  according 
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to  a  new  census;  nadj  if  bo,  he  appteheaded  the 
lesolutioD  would  be  disagreed  to.  Though  a  new 
census  might  be  taken  within  the  [en  years,  he 
believed  thai  lerm  ought  to  be  nearly  expired  be- 
fore a  ceaaas  was  renewed.  Ii  wa«  icue  that 
BOme  of  the  States  are  greatly  increased  in  popu- 
lation i  but  it  could  not  be  supposed  that  States 
increased  in  riches  in  proportioo  to  their  increase 
of  inhabitants,  as  the  people  who  emigrate  are 
mostly  persons  of  little  property,  who  settle  upon 
the  back  lands.  This  being  the  case,  he  thought 
it  was  a  wise  provision  of  the  Constitution  which 
directs  that  the  census  shall  be  taken  only  once  in 
ten  years.  If  these  words  were  struck  out,  no  tax 
ought  to  be  laid  until  the  time  comes  for  taking 
the  new  census. 

Mr.  Habfrii  suggested  to  the  mover  of  this 
amendment  that  his  object  might  be  attained, 
when  the  bill  was  brought  in,  by  moving  that  the 
new  census  should  be  taken  at  a  certain  time. 

Mr.  N.  Smith  said,  though  he  came  from  oi 
of  those  Stales  which  would  be  benefited  by 
new  census,  yet  he  could  not  see  tbat  the  object 
could  be  effected  in  lime  for  the  present  tax,  as 
whenever  the  tax  is  levied  and  apportioned  it 
must  be  according  to  the  numbers  at  the  time, 
which  were  to  be  ascertained  according  to  the 
Uit  census.    Therefore,  if  the  tax  was  to  be  ap- 

Sortioned  at  the  present  session,  it  could  not  be 
one  accwding  to  any  other  rule.  The  providing 
a  system  of  taxation,  and  the  levying  and  appor- 
tioning of  ir,  were  very  different  things  j  andwnen 
the  subject  was  formerly  under  the  view  of  the 
House,  two  bills  were  reported,  which  kept  the 
objects  distinct.  Congress  might  this  session 
form  a  system  for  the  valuation  of  nrojierty,  an ' 
for  the  providing  of  a  new  oensus ;  out  if  it  wer 
naeesRary  to  levy  and  apportion  the  tax  at  thi 
oessioa,  it  must  be  done  by  the  present  centui 
He  did  suppose  it  was  necessary  al  this  session  t 
apportion  and  levy  the  tax,  because  he  believed 
moneyed  men  would  not  lend  their  money  to  Qov- 
emment  without  it.  This  being  his  belief,  how- 
ever unfavorable  it  might  prove  to  his  State,  he 
should  be  in  favor  of  it,  as  he  did  not  believe  this 
was  a  time  for  indulging  those  local  interests 
which  at  another  time  they  might  wish  to  do. 
He  would,  however,  willingly  join  with  gentle- 
men in  providing  for  a  new  censDs  on  which  to 
levy  future  taxes.  As  to  the  present  amendment, 
h«  thought  it  of  little  imiwrtance;  for,  whatever 
was  the  fate  of  this  resolution)'  the  two  former 
ones  must  be  carried  into  effect  according  to  the 
misting  census. 

Mr.  Bayaru  would  not  be  ia  favor  of  ittiking 
out  these  words,  if  he  thought  it  would  prevent 
the  collection  of  the  tax;  but  it  would  be  neces- 
ary,  before  the  tax  could  be  laid,  that  an  assess- 
ment of  lands,  houses,  and  slaves,  should  be  made, 
and  he  could  not  see  why  the  number  of  inhabit- 
ants could  not  be  ascertaioed  at  the  same  time. 

Mr.  R.  WiLLiiMa  wished  to  know  whether  the 
new  census  proposed  to  be  taken  was  to  affect  the 
representation  as  well  as  the  tail 

Mr.  Datton  answered  in  the  affirmative.  The 
nttim  of  the  enumeration  of  the  inhabitants,  he 


said,  might  be  made  at  the  first  meeting  of  the 
next  Congress,  by  which  means  the  number  of 
Representatives  to  which  each  State  will  then  be 
entitled  might  be  ascertained  in  time  for  the  suc- 
ceeding election.  If  the  order  was  not  made  at 
this  session  for  taking  a  new  census,  the  enume- 
ration cogid  not  be  returned  before  the  East  sessicm 
of  next  Congress,  which  would  be  too  late  for  the 
election  of  the  following  Congress. 

Mr.  Sewall  could  not  consider  this  amend- 
ment in  any  other  light  than  as  going  to  deter- 
mine when  the  tax  should  be  laid.  If  a  new 
census  was  to  be  taken,  it  certainly  could  not  be 
laid  during  the  present  session.  The  gentleman 
from  Delaware  spoke  of  taking  a  new  census  and 
the  valuation  at  the  same  time;  but  the  census 
must  be  taken  in  a  different  way,  and  aeknotri- 
edged  by  a  law  of  Congress  to  be  correct.  To 
wait  therefore,  whilst  a  new  enumeration  is  made 
and  accepted,  would  be  to  postpone  the  tax.  He 
would  concur  with  gentlemen  m  providing  for  a 
new  census  at  this  session;  but  let  it  be  for  the 
next  tax,  and  not  for  this.  The  resolaiion  might 
be  so  altered  as  to  admit  of  this  by  stribing  ottt 
the  word  "annually,"  for  which  he  saw  no  use. 

The  question  on  this  amendment  was  pat  end 
negatived,  there  being  only  17  votes  for  it. 

Mr.  N,  Smith  saw  no  necessity  for  this  resolu- 
tion at  all;  for  whatever  tax  might  be  laid  at  thii 
session  must  be  assessed  aceoniing  to  the  pre- 
sent census.  t 

Mr.  Dayton  said,  he  would  move  to  amend  it 
by  inserting  after  tne  word  "said"  "first  aoDUol 
lax." 

Mr.  SiTOREAVEB  said,  it  would  be  better  for  the 
mover  of  this  amendment,  and  others  who  wished 
to  have  ibis  tax  collected,  to  suffer  the  resolution 
to  stand  as  at  present,  so  that  the  tax  might  be 
immediately  assessed  by  law,  and  provide  at  the 
same  time  tor  taking  a  new  census,  which  no  one 
would  object  to;  and,  if  it  could  hereafter  be 
shown  that  the  new  census  coulj  be  taken  with- 
out prolo&cing  the  collection  of  the  tax,  it  might 
be  done ;  if  not,  the  tax  must  be  laid  according 
to  the  present  census.  The  best  way  woald  be 
to  strike  out  the  resolution  altogether,  and  then 
make  a  provision  for  taking  a  new  census. 

Mr.  S.  said  he  was  from  one  of  those  Statea 
which  would  be  considerably  affected  by  the  tak- 
ing of  a  new  census ;  but  he  should  be  far  from 
being  influenced  by  a  consideration  of  this  hind 
in  laying  this  tax.  He  should  be  in  favor  of  an 
equal  distribution  of  the  public  burdens.  He  did 
not  wish  his  constituents  to  pay  one  farthing  lesa 
than  their  full  proportion  of  any  tax.  He  should 
dishonor  them  by  saying  thev  wished  to  pay  less : 
and  let  this  lax  come  on  when  it  would,  he  did 
not  believe  he  should  consult  the  dignity  or  honor 
of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  by  objecting  to  it, 
since  it  appears  to  be  necessary  to  provide  means 
for  the  defetice  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Daytoh  consented  to  vary  his  motion  so 
_j  to  meet  the  ideas  of  the  gentleman  last  up.  by 
adding,  after  the  word  "  tl^t,"  in  the  first  line, 
'■untiFa  new  census  shall  be  taken,"  and  to  the 
end  of  the  reulaiion  these  words :  "and  that  por- 
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TuioD  ought  to  be  immedUlelf  nuide  by  law  Tor 
taking  a  ceusus  of  the  iohabiiaub  o(  ttie  wreral 
States,  agreeably  lo  tbe  CoDsLiiution." 

Mr.  Gallatin  bplieved  ihis  ameadment  con- 
shied  of  two  parts;  be  therefore  called  for  a  divi- 
sioQ  of  it.  He  sbould  vole  in  favor  of  tbe  first. 
The  other  part  be  thougbt  perfectly  a  dislinci 
subject,  end  not  at  present  under  cooBideration. 
If  a  new  census  was  to  be  directed  to  be  taken, 
he  ihougbi  it  ought  to  be  doae  in  a  separate  bill, 
and  not  entangled  with  tbis  subject. 

Mr.  Harpeb  was  disposed  lo  think  ib«r«  waa 
no  necessity  for  the  tesoiution  itself.  Therefore, 
he  believed  it  would  be  better  to  reject  the  reso- 
lution, and  tbea  let  ibe  gentlcmao  from  New 
Jersey  bring  forward  bis  proposition  for  ■  new 
census ;  though  he  had  no  particular  objection  to 
the  mode  proposed. 

The  question  on  tbe  first  part  of  the  amend- 
ment was  pni  and  carried,  without  a  division. 

On  (he  second,  some  observatiwis  were  made, 
chiefly  expressive  of  a  wish  to  have  ihe  provision 
for  a  new  census  separate  from  the  present  tub- 
jeet}  after  which,  tne  question  was  put  upon  it, 
and  carried,  39  to  29. 


which  being  confirmed  by  the  House, 

Mr.  D.  FoSTBR  moved  to  strike  out  the  word 
"aonuallv"  in  tbe  first  resolution. 

Mr.  SiTOBEAVBB  was  opposed 'to  this  amend- 
ment. He  had  no  idea  of  tne  policy  or  propriety 
of  bringing  this  question  fr«quenily  before  Con- 
gress, He  bad  always  been  opposed  to  the  re- 
stricting of  laws  which  were  in  their  nature  per- 
manent. If  this  tax  hereafter  became  unnecessary, 
nothing  would  be  more  easy  than  to  repeal  it;  but, 
from  present  appearances,  it  was  probttble  that  it 
would  be  wanted  for  some  years ;  and,  this  being 
the  case,  he  did  not  wish  to  put  it  in  jeopardy  for 
one  year.  Besidee  tbe  ezpoises  attendant  upon 
our  present  situation,  additional  revenue  would 
be  wanted  for  the  extingnishmenl  of  our  deU, 
after  the  year  1801 ;  so  that  for  this  purpoM  it 
would  be  desilhble  to  continue  the  tax,  and,  if 
there  was  any  surplus,  it  would  of  course  go  to 
the  sinking  land. 

Mr.  Oallatin  was  in  favor  of  the  motion.  It 
was  his  intention  to  liave  made  some  gweml  ah- 
servations  on  this  subject  whilst  under  considera- 
tion in  the  Comniittee  of  the  Whole;  but  whilst 
ha  waa  putting  down  some  figures  on  paper,  the 
question  was  taken ;  as  they  would  be  equally 
ai^icabU,  be  should  now  make  (hem.  They 
would  go  to  show  that  this  tax  was  not  want- 
ed as  a  permanent  revenue,  but  solely  to  meet 
tbe  present  exigencies.  He  should  show  thai  the 
present  revenuea  of  the  Union  are  sufficient  to 
meet  the  current  expenses,  and  to  meet  tbe  in- 
stalments of  deferred  and  Dutch  debt  due  after 
tbe  year  IBOl. 

The  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
states  that  it  is  probable  (here  will  be  a  deficiency 
of  tl,796,705;  but  supposing  that,  from  the  present 
sUoation  of  Ihe  country,  our  expenses  may  be 
9«atly  increavd,  and  our  revenue  drfatcate,  the 
5th  CoH.— 61 


certainly  of  a  great  augmeotaiionm  the  ordinary 
expenses  by  the  deferred  debt,  and  the  increasina 
iostalmeDtsof  the  foreign  debt,  the  Committee  (U 
Ways  and  Means  do  not  tbiok  it  safe  to  coniein- 
plate  an  additional  revenue  from  permanent 
sources  of  taxation  to  a  lets  amount  than  two 
millions  of  dollars. 

In  looking  into  the  statements  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  it  would  be  found  that  most  M 
the  objects  of  expense  brought  forward  to  show 
the  neceaaity  of  a  permanent  tax  are  of  a  tempo* 
rary  nature.  He  has  estimated  the  expenditnrM 
for  the  year  1798  to  be  tfi,&26,460;  in  order  to 
sscriain  what  will  be  the  permanent  expendilurea 
of  the  Union  after  the  year  1800,  it  is  necessary  i^ 
the  first  pUce  to  deduct  from  the  sum  those  itenu 
which  are  not  of  a  permanent  nature;  and,  as  ha 
would  add  a  sum  far  the  Dutch  debt  due  aftu 
1801,  Mr.  G.  said  he  would  also  deduct  the  itt- 
stalment  of  t80,030  due  for  the  present  year.  Tha 
first  item  of  a  temporary  nature  was  a  sum  report- 
ed for  deficiencies  in  the  Military  BstaUishmeal 
of  (164,000.  £very  genlleman  who  bad  attended 
to  this  subject,  when  it  was  lately  before  tha 
House,  must  be  convinced  that  sufficient  snma 
had  been  appropriated  under  tbis  head,  and  that. 
deficiencies  must  be  considered  as  extraordinaries 
not  likely  again  to  occur.  Second,  (103,000  wera 
set  down  for  diplomatic  expenses;  the  permanent 
establishment  was  now  fixed  at  8^3,000,  and 
(40,000,  therefore,  were  a  temporary  expense. 
Finally,  the  following  items  were  slated  by  th« 
Secretary  himself  as  temporary,  viz:  for  light' 
houses,  in  addition  to  the  usual  appropriation,  for 
expenses  incident  to  tbe  imlies  with  Great  Bri- 
tain and  Spain,  and  for  reimborsiog  tbe  unfunded 
and  registered  debts,  and  for  the  payment  of  oU 
accounts,  a  sum  of  (646,000.  The  Last  item  not 
yet  agreed  (o  by  this  House.  These  seveial  arti- 
cles amount  to  about  (830,000,  which,  deducted 
from  ibe  exoense  of  1798,  as  calculated  by  tho 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  will  leave  a  balAico 
of  about  (6,100,000  lor  the  permanent  ordinary 
expenses,  civil,  military,  contingent,  and  relativa 
to  the  preiient  debt.  To  this  roust  be  added 
(1,146,370  for  the  interest  and  extinguishing  an- 
nuity of  Ihe  deferred  debt,  payable  m  1801,  and 
also  the  Eimi  necessary  to  pay  Ine  principal  i^the 
Dutch  debt  after  tiMt  year.  The  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  have  reported  tbe  foreign  debt 
which  will  become  due  in  1809,  1803,  and  1804} 
but,  by  taking  the  aggregate  of  all  the  years,  it  . 
will  be  found  that  an  average  snm  of  (800,000  % 
year  wilt  pay  tbe  whole  of  (hat  debt  in  twelvo 
years.  This  last  item,  the  (1,116,000  for  the  de- 
ferred debt,  and  the  (6,100,000  for  ordinary  ex- 
penses, makes  the  anregate  of  (8X146^000  fot 
tbe  permanent  expendilura  of  the  Union  after 
the  year  1801,  including  pronnion  for  paying  the 
whole  of  the  principal  of  tbe  foreign  six  per  cent, 
and  deferred  debt  according  to  contract 

This,  in  lime  of  peace,  would  be  the  extent  of 
our  expenses,  especially  as  there  are  a  number  of 
items  which  mi^t  be  reduced,  and  in  that  calcv- 
lalioo  no  reduction  is  introduced  in  the  Naval, 
Mditary,  or  Diplomatic  De^iaBtmwitt,  or  in  th* 
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Cml  List.  If  ihc  current  rerrnue  be  examined, 
it  will  be  fouad  to  eiceed  this  amoani.  The 
■mount  of  revenue,  as  calculated  by  the  Secrelary 
of  the  Treasnfy,for  tlfe  present  year,  is  88,011,897. 
But  to  this  must  be  added  the  deduction  of 
$549,649,  which  he  has  made  froiii  the  duties  on 
impOBta  and  tonnage,  from  an  apprehension  of  a 
dculcatioii  in  this  wt  of  the  revenue,  on  account 
•f  captnrea,  and  wnich  vas  of  course  to  be  cdd- 
aidered  as  temporary.  To  this  there  should  also 
be  added  the  doty  oq  salt,  laid  at  the  laM  session, 
trhich  cotild  not  make  any  pan  of  thifi  eitimate. 
That  duty  waa  eight  cents  per  bushel,  and  calcu- 
lating the  quantity  of  salt  imported  at  three  mil- 
lions of  bushels,  it  will  amount  to  about  $350,000. 
There  was  also  a  number  of  additional  duties,  laid 
duiiuK  the  last  session  of  the  last  Congress,  which 
would  not.raise  less  than  $350,000,  tiz:  two  and- 
k-balf  pet  cent,  on  all  white  cotton  goods  imported, 
uid  an  additional  duty  on  tea,  brown  sugar, 
and  molasses.  These  two  sums  make  S600,(>00, 
and  added  to  the  above  8^t>0,000,  deducted  this 
year  oa  account  of  captures,  would  make  the 
permanent  revenue,  in  time  of  peace,  equal  to 
■9,1U307,  which  would  exceed  our  expenses  by 
jl,O00,I)00.  This  is  clear  from  the  papers  before 
the  committee.  It  was  suggested  that  some  of 
his  deductions  for  expenses  were  improper,  or  that 
be  might  be  mistaken  in  his  expectations  of  reve- 
nue on  some  items,  yet  (his  surplui  million,  which 
was  equal  to  one-eighifa  of  the  whole  expendi- 
ture, would  certainly  cover  any  mistakes  of  that 
kind.  Besides,  there  is  every  reason  to  believe 
aoma  of  the  branches  of  the  revenue  will  be  more 
productive,  on  account  of  the  increase  of  popula- 
tion in  1801.  thao  now.  Mr.  G.,  therefore,  agreed 
with  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr. 
VAaHOM)  that  the  present  revenues  of  ibe  nation 
lire  equal  to  all  its  expenditures,  includiog- therein 
the  redemption  of  the  public  debt,  except  in  case 
«f  war.  '  The  gentleman  from  Maryland  (Mr. 
SMfrs)  seemed  to  be  of  the  same  opinion,  and, 
indeed,  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  bad  formerly  made  a  similar  declara- 
tion. It  would,  therefore,  be  improper  10  vote  a 
permanent  tax,  when  the  objects  for  which  it  was 
wanted  were  not  of  a  permanent  nature. 

Two  years  ago,  Mr.  O,  snid,  he  wat  in  favor  of 
a  permanent  land  tax,  as  he  then  thought  it 
would  be  wanted  to  meet  the  demands  which 
would  come  against  the  Qovernment  in  the  year 
1801.  He  WB*  of  that  opinion,  because  be  dianot 
wish  to  see  the  list  df  indirect  taxes  swelled  be- 
yond what  it  was;  but  Congress  were  of  a  differ- 
eot  opinion,  and  had,  since  that  time,  laid  indireel 
taxes  on  salt,  sugar,  stamps,  ^.,  to  thi 
|600,D00  a  year,  and  ba  "'      '' 

necessity  of  a  direct  tax. 

There  was  another  thing  in  which  he  had  been 
agreeably  disappointed.  The  mistake  was  com- 
mon to  almost  every  individual,  as  well  as  to  him- 
•elf.  It  was  in  relation  to  the  amount  of  duties 
which  wonld  probably  arise  from  imposts  and 
tonnage,  and  which  were  productive  beyond  the 
most  sanguine  expectations.  Theestimatesof  the 
Swretary  of  the  Treasury  then  fell  short  of  tke 


>  far  diminished  the 


real  amount  by  upwards  of  a  million  of  dollar*) 
and  the  same  tning  had  taken  place  last  year.  If, 
however,  in  the  year  1801,  a  diminution  should 
take  place  in  the  product  of  those  duties,  the  land 
tax  might  then  be  made  permanent. 

Mr.  G.  concluded  by  saying  the  tax  of  two  mil- 
lions was  already  agreed  to  for  one  year,  though 
he  thought  it  too  large  a  sum.  He  could  see  no 
objection  to  its  being  made  an  annual  tax  as  in 
Great  Britain,  as  it  could  not  be  doubted  that  if 
the  money  was  wanted  for  another  year,  the  act 
would  be  annually  renewed. 

Mr.  8.  Buna  did  not  mean  to  contest  the  cal- 
culations which  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
bad  made.  He  believed  they  were  correct.  At 
the  time  the  gentleman  made  the  mistake  as  to  the 
probable  amount  of  duty  which  would  be  raised 
from  imposts  and  tonnage,  he  differed  from  him 
in  opinion.  He  then  belieTed,aB  he  now  believed, 
that  duty  would  continue  to  increase  with  the 
population  iif  the  country.  But,  as  he  had  before 
said,  this  was  not  the  time  to  make  calculations 
on  a  peace  establishment.  Money  must  be  had. 
The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has  said  that  tb« 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  others,  would  ad- 
vance money  on  loan,  provided  permanent  re- 
sources were  raised  as  security  ;  but,  if  tbis 
amendment  obtained,  could  it  be  said  that  Ihi^  tax 
would  be  a  permanent  resource  1  Would  moneyed 
men  lend  their  money  upon  it  1  They  would  not, 
though  perbaps  bankers  might. 

From  the  complexion  of  tbis  House,  there 
could  be  no  doubt  that  whenever  this  tax  became 
unnecessary  it  would  be  repealed.  Believing  this, 
he  had  no  objection  to  its  being  a  permanent  tax. 
The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  had  i>aid  that 
if  we  had  no  war,  the  present  revenue  would 
enable  us  to  meet  the  deferred  debt  due  in  1801 ; 
but  he  (Mr.  8.)  believed  it  would  not  be  sufficient 
for  the  year  1802.  But  would  not  this  tax  be 
wanted  for  other  purposes?  Had  not  that  gen- 
tleman always  been  in  favor  of  paying  off  the 
public  debt,  and  might  not  any  surplus,  if  we 
were  not  involved  in  war,  which  everv  one  denre- 
cated,  but  whicb  all  expected,  beVell  applied  to 
that  object?  For  it  was  generally  agreed  that 
indirect  taxes  were  more  oppressive  tnan  direct 
taxes,  since  for  every  twelve-and-a-half  per  cent 
of  duty,  the  public  had  to  pay  twentv-seven-and- 
B-halfper  cent,  from  the  various  edaitions  made 
to  it  by  the  merchants  and  dealers.  The  consu- 
mer is  not  aware  of  this;  but  those  who  do  know 
it  ought  to  endeavor  to  relieve  them  from  it. 

Mr.  Harper  confessed  himself  very  much 
alarmed  at  this  motion.  He  saw  in  it,  and  in  the 
arguments  of  tbe  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
in  support  of  it,  the  second  leaf  of  Ibe  book  for 
keeping  this  country  in  an  utterly  defenceless 
state — and  another  attempt  made  to  render  those 
measures  which  had  been  taken  nugatory,  by 
effectually  lying  our  hands;  and  therefore  it  was 
that  he  saw  this  motion  made  with  grief  and 
astonishment,  by  his  friend  from  Massachusetts, 
whose  motives  he  could  not  suspect. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  said  Mr. 
H.,  reasons  as  if  we  were  in  a  sUte  oT  jmtoaai 


DiqinzedhyGoOt^le 


1605 


fflSTORT  OF  CONGKESS. 


160( 


Hat,  I79aj 


Additiotial  Jtevemu. 


[H.0 


pesce,  aD4  as  if  we  had  nothiog  (o  apprebend 
from  abroad;  as  if  all  our  dispulra  were  setlled. 
and  we  had  nothiag  lo  do  buE  pif  the  expense  of 
the  pre  pa  rati  OQS  of  defsQce  gone  into,  and  (hen  at 
sll  miure  limes  we  should  rest  io  security.  This 
was  the  basis  of  his  speech,  and  he  could  not 
entertain  so  low  an  opinion  of  his  underatandiDg 
«s  to  beliere  be  thought  it  a  good  one.  That 
ffentleman  muat  know,  erery  one  most  know,  that 
^ia  country  is  not  in  a  settled  slate  of  things, 
btit  that  we  are  threatened,  and  speedily,  with  a 
war.  No  longer  ago  than  yesterday  the  Hoase 
ana  informed  that  our  Ministers  bad  presented 
their  final  memorial,  and  that  if  thev  did  not 
aoon  receiTe  an  answer  to  it,  they  should  give  up 
their  misajon  and  return  home.  Far  from  desist- 
ing  from  her  attacks  Apcn  our  commerce.  France 
goes  on  increasing  them.  Her  farmer  violations 
of  right  have  been  greatly  increased.  They  had 
been  told  by  the  papers  on  the  table  of  the  aubju- 
{«tioD  of  our  country,  of  the  fate  of  Venice  and 
of  Hamburgh.  She  talks  of  sending  frigat< 
against  as.  of  ravaging  our  coasts;  she  bas  spoke 
of  internal  divisions,  of  a  party  in  this  country  o 
which  she  can  rely.  We  had  beard,  though  nt 
officially,  that  orders  had  been  issued  for  taking 
all  our  vessels,    and  executing  onr  citizens  as 

Eirates,  yet  gentlemen  sit  down  with  couniing- 
ouse  exactness  lo  calculate  the  amount  which  it 
will  take  to  defend  ourselves.  TJiis  was,  however, 
perfectly  consistent  with  (fae  rest  of  the  conduct 
of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  because  he 
has  constantly  set  bis  face  against  every  measure 
of  eSectual  defence,  though  be  has  constantly 
talked  of  being  williug  to  concur  in  what  he  con- 
aidered  measures  of  defence. 

But  will  the  House  thus  be  acted  upon?  He 
trusted  not.  He  could'not  retini^uish  the  pleasing 
p^uasion  that  a  majority  of  this  House  is  deter- 
mined to  defend  this  country  against  a  foreign 
foe,  that  they  are  desirous  of  protecting  their 
property,  tbeir  wives,  and  their  children,  and  that 
they  will  rend  from  their  eyes  the  veil  which  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  has  endeavored  to 
east  over  them.  That  they  will  defend  them- 
selves against  a  foe  who  relies  upon  our  weakness, 
opoD  our  calculations  of  avarice,  upon  the  exer- 
tions of  men  antong  us  who  are  to  paralyze  all  our 
efforts  to  defend  ourselves,  and  upon  a  prostrate 
colonial  spirit  in  this  country.  The  existence  of 
this  spirit  would  be  conhrmed  were  the  present 
motion  adopted.  Whvl  Because  the  complete 
defence  of  the  country  is  not  to  be  effected  by  two 
Utillions  of  dollars.  Mr.  H.  recapitulated  what 
had  been  done  by  way  of  defence;  but  said  these 
atooUDted  to  nothing,  they  were  only  measures  of 
precButian,  a  comntenceioent  of  defence,  and  if 
those  events  take  place  which  all  think  probable, 
a  much  larger  sum  of  money  wilt  be  wanted. 
Mr.  H.  said  it  would  be  seen,  by  Ihe  report  of  the 


Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  thai  tbev  did 
take  into  view  the  expense  which  might  be  incur- 
red for  the  military  defence  of  the  country,  either 


by  a  provisional  army,  or  by  detachments  of  mili- 
tia. And  would  any  one  say  that  it  would  he 
((opei  to  rise  without  providing  a  military  defence 


for  tlie  countryf  Or  could  they  say  that  no  part 
of  the  80,000  militia,  ordered  to  be  held  in  readi- 
ness, would  not  be  called  into  service?  Or  would 
it  be  proper  to  sit  down,  satisfied  that  our  enemy 
wilt  not  invade  us,  tbongh  they  see  we  are  not 
prepared  to  meet  them?    He  hoped  not. 

How  then  was  the  money,  which  would  be 
necessary,  to  be  raised?  It  must  be  raised  by 
loans.  And  bow  can  these  be  obtained?  Not 
on  a  precarious  possibility  of  an  increase  of  reve- 
nue, but  upon  a  permanent  revenue,  which  will 
not  only  pay  the  interest,  hot  secure  the  repay- 
ment of  the  capital  witnin  a  reasonable  time. 
Had  they  nut  heard  a  gentleman,  very  conver- 
!«nt  in  this  business  (Mr.  S.  Smith,)  say  that  no 
moneyed  man  would  advance  bis  money  to  Qov- 
emment,  except  a  solid  security  was  provided? 
The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had  said  the  same; 
and  to  say  that  loans  would  not  be  wanted,  wsi 
to  say  that  we  should  not  be  attacked.     He  he- 


temporary  ;  if  it  were,  should  the  French  in  fade 
us,  tney  will  find  an  empty  Treasury,  and  a  to'Ol 
want  of  t.he  means  of  defence;  they  will  see  the 
same  inducements  here  which  invited  them  to . 
Naples  and  to  Rome;  and  blindly  good-natured 
must  those  be  who  think  they  would  not  take 
advantage  of  &uch  circumstances. 

These,  Mr.  H.  said,  were  the  impressions  upon 
his  mind,  and  though  be  did  not  address  them  to 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  he  did  address 
them  to  those  who  believed  with  him  that  it  was 
necessary  to  defend  the  country,  and  he  trusted 
they  would  be  impressed  with  the  necessity  of 
opposing  this  motion ;  for  he  was  convinced,  if 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  succeeded  in 
making  this  tax  annual,  it  would  be  his  endeavor 
next  year  to  do  it  away  altogether;  for  he  was  of 
opinion  that  gentleman  would  never  think  it  neces- 
sary to  defend  the  country.  He  had  all  at  once 
lost  sight  of  the  national  debt,  which  he  formerly 
called  a  curte,  or  be  would  not  object  to  this  tax, 
because  more  might  be  raised  by  it  than  would  be 
wanted  for  the  purposes  of  defence,  because  what- 
ever surpluses  might  arise,  would  of  course  go  to 
that  object.    He  had  now  great  confidence  in  the 

CermaneBcy  of  our  reveuue;  whereas,  when  he 
ad  opposed  that  gentleman  on  a  former  occasion, 
when  he  wished  to  have  introduced  a  land-tax  in 
time  of  peace,  he  spoke  of  the  defalcation  which 
would  take  place  in  our  revenue  in  case  of  war; 
and  when  he    (Mr.  H.)   expressed  a  different 
opinion,  that  gentleman  said  he  should  leave  him 
enjoy  his  happy  dream.    But  now  he  bad  all 
once  great  conhdence  in  our  revenues,  and  was 
decidedly  against  a  land-tax. 
But,  admitting  that  it  is  tight  in  this  case  to 
Iculate  on  cents  and  half  cents,  has  the'  geotle- 
an  from  Pennsylvania  been  correct  in  his  state- 
ents  ?    No ;  he  has  made  many  and  very  con- 
siderable mistakes. 
In  Ihe  first  place  the  gentleman  has  erred  coii> 


than  $2,641,453.    And  how  can  he  say  that  ths 
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a*eraf[e  yeafly  paynieDt  on  aecouDt  of  this  debt 
would  be  oaly  $800,000?  for  we  have  not  the 
power  of  tbus  distribuiing  the  payments:  they, 
must  be  made  as  tbey  become  due. 

In  the  moie  miauie  parts  uf  his  statement  aie 
MTeral  errors.  Our  diplomatic  intercourse  is 
■Uted  by  ibe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  at 
&103,950  for  ibis  year  ;  but  the  gentleman  from 
Penosylvaaia  informs  tbe  House  that  there  have 
been  only  $63,000  agreed  to  for  tbat  department. 
But  that  geDileiaaD  forgets  we  have  four  Minis- 
ten  on  tbe  Barbaty  coast,  and  that  $30,000  were 
appropriated  to  refund  oui  Consuls  money  ad- 
Tanced  bv  them  for  (be  relief  of  our  sailors  abroad, 
and  thatthereisas  much  probability  we  should  have 
it  to  pay  next  year  as  we  bave  bad  it  to  pay  this. 

The  gentleman  had  also  stated  that  tbe  expense 
of  liffbi-hooaea,  buoys,  and  public  piert— stated  at 
ft40,000 — was  a  tempoiory  ezpeate  ;  but  how  did 
the  gentleman  know  this  1  Did  not  the  House 
ncolleci  that  calls  for  expenses  of  this  kind  were 
Blade  every  year  ?  There  is  now  a  report  from 
tbe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  the  table,  rec- 
Mnmending  an  ezpeuse  of  (60,000  for  the  erection 
ol  piers  in  tbe  river  Delaware  alone.  It  could  not 
be  said,  therefore,  that  this  expense  would  not  oc- 
cur in  future.  Soalsowith  respectto  deficiencies  in 
the  Military  Deparlmeat.  In  tbe  year  1796  there 
was  a  deficiency  uf  996,000;  in  1797,9170,000; 
and  yet  it  is  said  we  need  nni  expect  any  sucn  de- 
iciency  in  future.  He  also  observes  that  the  sum 
of  $130,000  for  the  payment  of  old  accouuts,  and 
for  the  reimbursing  the  unfunded  and  registered 
debts,  is  not  agreed  to  by  the  House.  He  knew 
die  bill  was  not  yet  paused,  but  the  principle  had 
been  agreed  to,  and  a  bill  ordered  lo  be  brouffht  in. 

With  respect  to  what  tbe  gentleman  bad  said 
relative  to  ine  increase  of  our  revenue  and  tbe 
additions  to  be  expected  from  new  datiesj  he 
would  make  some  observations.  Mr.  H.  admitted 
it  was  possible  tbat  the  duties  on  imposlsand  ton- 
nage might  be  as  great  this  year  as  they  were  tbe 
last ;  but  could  any  one  say  that  this  was  to  be 
relied  upon  1  It  was  very  possible  that  many  of 
the  merchants  might  not  be  able  to  pay  tneir 
bonds,  though  the  coosamption  might  be  equal  to 
what  it  is  at  present.  When  the  first  shock  of 
war  shall  have  passed  over,  our  revenue,  he 
doubted  not,  would  be  e^ual  to  what  it  is  at  pres- 
.  eat ;  but  by  the  ruin  which  that  first  shock  would 
occasion  among  the  merchants,  it  might  be  ez- 

Cted  that  considerable  losses  would  be  sustaiued 
ihepublic.  Butadmilting  theremaybea  par- 
tial deficiency,  the  gentleman  supposes  it  will  rise 
Sin  by  the  year  1801.  He  trusted,  however, 
t  tbe  defence  of  the  country  would  not  be  left 
upon  a  conjecture  of  this  kind.  He  trusted  a  taa- 
jority  of  Ibis  House  were  ready  to  meet  our  diffi- 
culties with  firmness  ;  if  so,  they  will  negative 
the  amendment.  Tbe  tax,  if  thought  necessary, 
might  be  limited  for  a  number  of  years;  but  U< 
■ay  it  should  be  a  temporary  annual  tax  upon 
tbe  peace  system,  woald  not  answer  the  purpose 
for  which  it  was  wanted. 

As  to  the  additional  indireoi  taxes  which  the 
gmileman  eatimated  at  $350,000,  he  had  oo  doubt 


that  they  would  aid  the 

would  beep  it  at  its  present  amount,  it  whs  all  that 

could  be  expected. 

Taking  all  these  things  into  view,  he  believed 
it  would  be  the  truest  wisdom  and  policy  to  reject 
this  motion. 

Mr.  Otib  wished  to  inqiure  of  his  colleague, 
before  he  proceeded  to  make  any  obsetvationi, 
whether  he  would  consent  to  withdraw  hU  mo- 
tion, and  admit  of  another  in  its  place ;  but  as  bo 
did  not  see  him  in  his  place,  he  would  stale  whA 
his  pfoposition  was.  He  supposed  it  was  the  ob- 
ject of  his  colleague  to  prevent  the  tax  frombeiiur 
permanent.  He  knew  tbat  gentleman  too  well 
to  believe  he  wished  to  render  tbe  lax  futile.  He 
proposed,  therefore,  instead  of  ibis  amendment,  to 
retain  the  word  "aonuallv,"  and  to  add  "until 
all  loans  that  may  be  autnorized  by  law  on  the 
credit  of  such  tax  be  reimbursed." 

If  the  motion  of  his  colleague  was  negatived, 
or  withdrawn,  he  would  make  this  motion.  Ha 
hoped  the  moiioD  of  his  colleague  would  not  oV 
tain ;  if  it  did,  we  should  never  be  able  lo  raiee  one- 
fourth  part  of  the  sum  proposed,  until  it  was  too 
late  to  apply  the  money  lo  tbe  object  intended. 
Gentlemen  seemed  to  be  of  opinion  that  these  two 
millions  were  not  to  be  obtained  before  they  could 
be  raised  by  the  proposed  tax.  He  was  of  a  far 
different  opinion.  He  supposed  the  occasion  for 
expense  mipbt  bave  ceased  before  any  of  tbat  mo- 
ney came  into  tbe  Treasury,  and  that  our  imme- 
diate wants  could  only  be  supplied  by  loans ;  and 
surely  no  gentleman,  who  was  seriously  of  opinion 
that  this  money  was  wanted,  could  recoocile  it  to 
himself  to  vole  for  the  present  amendment. 

This  idea  of  bis,  Mr.  0.  said,  that  money  could 
not  be  obtained  on  loan,  except  a  permanent  tax 
was  laid,  was  not  singular  to  himself.  He  bad 
inquired  of  several  merchants  of  this  city  who 
were  connected  with  banks,  who  say  that  they, 
and  all  other  men,  will  be  unwilling  lo  lend  then 
money  on  a  tax  restricted  as  this  is  proposed  to-be. 
He  did  not  suppose  Government  would  be  able  to 
borrow  more  than  $300,000  upon  this  tax,  if  thus 
passed ;  which,  from  it*  novel  and  complicated 
nature,  might  create  discontent  in  the  people,  and 
become  odious  to  them.  For,  though  be  did  not 
himself  apprehend  that  this  would  be  the  case,  yet 
men  who  bad  to  lend  money  would  suppose  all 
these  ihings,  and  make  their  conditions  accord- 
ingly. But,  if  the  amendmeut  wbicb  he  wished 
to  substitute  was  adopted,  every  object  of  bis  col- 
league, he  Bpnrehended,  would  be  secured,  and 
the  funds  would  be  [dedged  until  tbe  money  bor- 
rowed was  repaid. 

Sooa  afler  the  late  despatches  from  our  Minis- 
ters were  read  to  this  House,  and  the  commoo  sense 
of  the  community  was  convinced  of  the  necessity 
there  was  for  immediately  going  into  measures  of 
defence,speakingof  iheaereeableuDanimiiy  wbicb 
seemed  to  prevail  in  tbe  House,  it  was  prophesied 
to  him,  Uy  men  who  had  been  much  longer  in  this 
body  than  himself,  that,  notwiihitandins  all  this 
appeararice,  yet  certain  gentlemen  in  the  House 
would  lake  care  so  to  embarrass  the  detail  of  the 
businaas,  tbat  they  might  just  as  well  hare  refused 
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to  aueot  to  the  priociple.  [Mr.  Dana  hoped  these 
remarks  were  doi  meant  to  apply  lo  the  iiioT«r  of 
the  preseot  proposilton.]  Mr.  O.  said  he  felt  Dome 
difficulty  in  speaking  on  this  subject,  from  the  mo- 
tion coming  Irom  the  quarter  wheace  it  came; 
but  he  trusted  bia  friend  would  not  apply  these 
remarks  to  himself.  [Mr.  Venablb  hoped  the 
senilemHii  did  not  mean  to  insinuate  that  any  gen- 
tleman was  actuated  by  inproper  motives.  The 
Speaker  said  it  was  improper  to  apeak  of  motives.] 
Mr.  O.  added,  that  his  object  was  to  show  that 
the  opposition  made  to  this  tax  would  have  nearly 
the  same  effect  as  voting  agaiost  it  in  the  first 
instance ;  for  be  doubted  whether  a  sbillioff  could 
be  got  upoO  it,  if  passed  in  this  tny.  Perhaps 
many  wieh  that  this  should  be  the  case ;  they  may 
think  the  money  is  not  wanted.  If  there  was  any 
wisdom  in  thus  acting,  he  could  not  see  it,  and 
therefore  could  not  give  gentlemen  that  creditfor 
tbeir  actions  which  Ihey  may  think  they  deserve. 
Bfr.  O.  expressed  his  astonishment  that  gentlemen 
irho  were  two  or  three  years  ago  in  favor  of  a  land 
tax,  should  now  be  wholly  oppossd  to  it.  He  also 
Bdded  that  he  had  heard  another  prophecy,  which 
waa,thalmany  gentlemen  who  were  always  averse 
to  a  land-tax  would  not  now  a^ree  to  it,  bnt  at- 
tempt to  defeat  it,  however  wilimg  ibey  were  to 
SI  into  measures  of  defence  for  the  country,  when 
ose  measares  were  unconnected  with  the  raising 
of  money.    He  hoped  ihfa  would  not  come  true. 

Mr.  R.  Williams  observed,  it  was  a  fortunate 
eircumstance  that  the  present  motion  was  made  by 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  though,  even 
that  circumstance  coutd  not  secure  gentlemen 
from  abase  J  for,  though  bis  friends  cannot  but 
allow  the  mover's  motives  are  pure,  yet  they  have 
imputed  the  worst  views  to  those  wno  support  it. 

For  bis  part,  he  could  not  see  how  the  principle 
b{  defence  could  be  connected  with  the  present 
motion,  which  went  merely  to  limit  the  duration 
of  the  lax.  Could  gentlemen  suppose,  for  a  mo- 
ment, that  Congress  would  not  always  be  willing 
to  renew  this  iawwhile  the  necessitiea  of  the  coun- 
try required  it?  He  had  alwavs  been  in  favor  of 
limiting  revenue  laws ;  he  wished  all  taxes'  up^n 
the  people  lobe  kept  in  force  only  by  the  consent 
of  all  the  branches  of  the  Qovernment,  and  this 
eotild  only  be  done  by  this  means. 

But  there  s^i^nu  to  be  something  more  intended 
by  this  law  than  is  apparent.  It  was  said  that  oar 
present  situation  requires  this  lax;  bnt  when  a 
motion  is  made  to  limit  the  law,  gentlemen  say  it 
■a  to  go  further.  [Mr.  Harper  said,  the  gentle- 
man was  mistaken ;  he  was  willins  the  law  should 
expire  when  our  necessities  should  no  longer  re- 
main.] M(.W.said,heknew  the  geotleraan  talked 
both  ways.  He  argued  upon  the  necessity  of  mak- 
ing thu  tax  permanent,  in  order  to  obtain  loans 
Upon  it,  at  the  same  time  that  he  concluded  with 
oavintc  it  might  be  limited.  The  House  had  been 
told,  also,  by  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  ( Mr.  B. 
Suits.)  that  whilst  the  enthusiasm  of  the  people 
was  alive,  ihb  tax  might  be  laid,  and  money  bor- 
rowed. Mr.  W.  hoped  no  improper  advantage 
would  be  taken  of  this  enthusiasm. 

The  gentleman  from  Sonth  Carolina  (Mr.  Hab. 


per}  has,  as  is  usual  with  him,  consumed  one-balf 
of  bis  speech  in  censuring  the  conduct  of  mem- 
bers of  this  House,  because  they  do  not  agree  with 
him  in  opioton  as  to  what  is  the  proper  defence 
of  this  country,  and  in  recounting  wnat  France 
has  done  in  Europe. 

As  to  what  that  gentleman  bed  said  with  respect 
to  motivem,  he  believed  every  gentleman  had  ft 
right  to  deliver  his  seotiments  freelV;  without  b^ 
ins  subjeot  lo  the  lash  of  that  gentleman,  or  any 
other.  How  could  it  be  fairly  argued,  because 
gentlemen  desired  to  limit  the  duration  of  lb  is  lair, 
that  they  were  unwiUingto  defend  iheir  country? 
No  such  conclusion  could  be  drawn.  He  believed 
the  people  of  this  countrv  would  always  be  found 
ready  to  defend  themselves,  as  far  as  their  own 
interests  and  the  interests  of  the  country  required ; 
bnt  not  to  defend  other  nations.  The  gentleman 
from  SoQlh  Carolina  never  spoke  on  the  subject  of 
defence,  but  hewent  into  Europe,  to  tell  the  Housf 
what  was  ^ing  on  there.  He  thought  enough 
had  been  said  on  this  subject. 

The  gentleman  had  talked  much  of  national 
honor  and  national  dignity;  hiit  he  wished  him  to 
recoiled  that  national  honor  and  national  dignity 
was  national  interest.  But  the  dignity  and  honor, 
which  were  too  often  spoken  of,  were  mere  phait- 
toms ;  and  what  is  looked  upon  ea  disgraceful  in 
one  country,  may  be  looked  upon  as  honorable  in 
another.  Bui  tlie  dignity  and  honor  which  he 
spoke  of  was  the  same  in  all  countries;  it  was  the 
interest  of  the  people.  He  believed  that  some  gen- 
tlemen would  even  account  it  honoraUe  to  go  into 
Europe,  and  endeavor  to  raise  up  all  the  crowned 
heads  which  had  fallen  in  thecourseof  theptesent 
war.     He  liked  no  such  honor. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  has  not 
onir  to-day,  but  ofieuj  reprobated  the  idea  of  ui- 
irodacinf  calculation  into  our  debates  when  mea- 
sures of  defence  have  been  under  consideration; 
whereas  it  appeared  to  himself  the  true  ground 
npou  which  they  ought  to  act.  He  believed,  if 
nations  in  general  were  to  sit  down  and  count  tho 
cost  before  thev  went  to  war,  one-half  the  blood 
and  treaaure  wnich  are  now  caused  to  fiow,  would 
in  such  case  be  spared.  Wherever  a  nation  ww 
about  to  enter  into  a  war  to  support  its  rights  with- 
out its  jurisdiction,  it  was  perfectly  right  to  ait 
down  and  calculate  the  expense  of  doing  it;  he 
agreed,  when  a  country  was  attacked  upon  its  own 
territory,  that  was  not  the  time  to  talk  about  ex- 
pense, it  appeared  to  him,  in  such  a  situation, 
our  defence  would  not  so  much  consist  of  money 
as  ofiodividual  exertion.  In  his  opinion,  free  men 
fought  for  liberty,  and  slaves  for  money. 

The  House  was  told,  that  if  this  money  was  not 
wanted,  it  would  be  safe  in  the  Treasury,  or  ap- 

C"ed  to  the  reduction  of  the  public  debt;  but  Be 
ieved  it  would  not  be  in  the  power  ol  the  geii> 
ileman  from  South  Carolina  to  convince  him,  or 
the  people  of  this  country,  thai  the  money  will  not 
remain  as  safe  in  the  pockets  of  the  people,  unlil 
it  is  wanted,  as  in  the  Treasury.  He  believed  the 
willingness  of  the  people  to  give  the  money  when 
it  ia  wanted  cannot  be  questioned :  and  if  that  gen- 
tleman  had  all  the  reliance  npon  tne  people  which 
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he  preleads  to  liare,  be  would  doi  wish  to  take 
thetr  money  when  he  was  sot  certain  it  would  be 

If  tliis  land-Iax  was  to  become  a  permanecic  tax 
in  time  of  peace,  what  must  be  reanrtiid  to  in  case 
of  war?  Every  session  recourse  had  been  had  to 
Dew  duties.  Some  exigency  or  other  had  always 
called  for  an  increase  of  taxes  j  so  that  we  hare 
got  excise  laws,  a  salt-lax,  a  stamp-tax,  and  a  ra- 
liety  of  others,  without  the  oalional  debt  being  in 
any  considerable  den-ee  diminished  ;  and  now,  in 
kit  apprehension  of  danger,  when  a  land-tax  is  to 
be  resorted  to,  genilemea  are  not  willing  it  should 
cease  when  the  occasion  which  calls  for  it  ceases. 

It  was  even  said,  that  to  limit  this  law,  would 
show  a  degraded  and  colonial  spirit.  It  was  the 
fliat  time  ne  ever  heard  such  an  effect  aceribed  lo 
the  limitation  of  a  revenue  law.  But  gentlemen 
say,  the  law  can  at  any  time  be  repealed.  It  is 
not,  however,  so  easy  to  repeal  a  law  as  lo  make 
it.  Though  this  branch  might  consent  to  repeal 
it,  the  other  might  not  j  or  if  the  two  Houses  con- 
curred, the  President  might  not.  The  consent  of 
all  was  necessarv. 

As  to  our  late  despatches,  containing  the  conrer- 
Mtions  of  X,  Y,  and  Z,  which  gentlemen  seemed 
ao  much  to  rely  upon,  he  confessed  his  opinions 
had  not  been  at  all  changed  by  them.  He  believed, 
before  they  were  communicated,  that  this  country 
had  been  greatly  injured  by  France,  and  he  was 
Dot  reedy  to  take  any  step-  now  that  he  was  not 
leady  to  take  before.  He  believed  that  be,  and 
and  others  who  voted  with  him,  should  be  as  wil- 
ling to  defend  the  country,  in  case  of  danger,  as 
those  gentlemen  who  are  eontinually  raising  up 
military  phantoms  for  the  purpose  of  knoclting 
them  down  again.  He  hoped  the  amendmeni 
rfoutd  be  agreed  to. 

A  motion  was  made  and  carried  to  adjoorD, 
without  the  question  being  taken. 

MoHDAT,  May  7. 

Mr.  Davis  laid  the  fallowing  resolution  upon  the 
table: 

"  Xaolved,  ThtttheDumber  of  troops  in  the  serrlca 
oftht  United  Sutes  on  the  Military  EitJiblithinent,  be 
•»  iacreucd,  thst,  including  the  troopa  now  in  actual 
■errice,  the  regiment  of  Artillerists  and  Engineers,  to 
bo  ivised  under  an  act  of  Congren,  passed  the  present 
•ession,  it  shsll  smonnt  to  l«n  thoiuand  officers,  non- 
ecanmisaoned  officers,  and  privates,  loclunve." 
PRESENT8  TO  MINISTERS. 

Mr.  PiMccnEr  said,  he  rose  to  request  leave  to 
withdraw  the  resolution  which  had  yesterday  been 
laid  upon  the  table  by  his  eollFagne,  Mr.  Harpeb, 
without  his  knowledge,  ropecliug  a  business 
which  had  already  been  decided  relative  to  him- 
self, as  it  was  founded  upon  a  ground  which  was 
mt  least  doubtful,  and  he  thought  out  of  order. 

The  Sfeaeeh  interrupted  Mr.  P.  to  say  that  he 
would  save  him  the  trouble  of  any  farther  olner- 
TBtions,  by  saying  that  he  deemed  the  motion  out 
of  order. 

Mr.  PiNCKNBT  hoped,  notwithstanding.heshould 
be  penoitled  to  nuke  a  few  remarks  on  the  subject. 


The  Spbakeh  replied,  that  any  remarks  upon  a 
business  already  decided  would  not  be  in  order, 
and  could  not  oe  admitted  without  general  con- 
sent. A  pretty  general  cry  of ''  I  hope  the  gentle- 
man will  be  permitted  to  proceed,"  being  heard, 
Mr.  PiNCXNEY  went  on. 

He  said,  it  was  with  reluctance  he  took  up  the 
time  of  the  House  a  moment  in  a  matter  relatins 
10  himself,  particularly  at  present,  when  go  mucE 
important  business  pre.~sed  for  consideration  ;  but 
he  wished  to  stale  his  reasons  for  wishing  this 
motion  to  be  withdrawn,  lest  it  should  seem  to 
hare  been  brought  forward  by  his  consent  H« 
was  grateful  for  the  good  intentions  of  his  col- 
league, because'  he  doubtless  thought  the  vola 
which  had  passed  on  the  preceding  day  might 
cast  some  imputation  upon  his,  Mr.  Ps,  character. 
Bui  he  also  wished  it  to  be  withdrawn,  because  it 
was  founded  on  at  least  a  doubtful  suggestion,  viz: 
that  it  is  not  cosioraary  for  the  United  States  to 
make  presents  to  foreign  Ministers  leaving  this 
country.  He  believed  it  was  customary  to  Jo  so. 
But  another  reason  for  wishing  it  to  be  withdrawn 
was,  that  the  discussion  of  it  might  not  subject 
him  to  a  species  of  trial  as  to  his  public  conduct, 
in  which  he  should  not  be  at  liberty  to  make  his 
defence.  He  should  never  shrink  from  any  au< 
ihorized  investigation  of  his  conduct ;  but  ht 
should  wish  to  avoid  any  unauthorized  proceed- 
ing of  that  kind. 

Bm  his  principal  reason  for  troubling  the  House 
was  to  assign  his  reasons  for  addressing  a  letter  to 
Congress  on  this  subject,  tppareully  of  so  trifling 
a  nature.  With  respect  to  the  present  offered  to 
him  by  the  Court  of  Spain,  it  would  have  been 
improper  for  him,  under  any  construction  of  the 
ConstiiutioD,  to  have  received  it,  as  he  was  at  that 
lime  also  Minister  to  Great  Britain.  Upon  this 
eround  it  was  that  he  wrote  to  the  Spanish 
Minister  declining  the  acceptance  of  the  present 
offered  to  him  from  that  Court,  except  he  should 
obtain  leave  of  Congress  lo  do  so.  This  being 
the  case,  whatever  might  have  been  the  propriety  iJ 
acceptingofthepresentofferediohim  by  the  Court 
of  Great  Britain,  there  would  have  been  at  least 
an  appearance  of  inconsistency  to  have  received 
a  present  from  one  Court,  and  not  from  the  other. 
He  therefore  gave  the  same  answer  to  both. 

This  he  honed  would  account  ulisfaclorily  for 
having  troubled  Congress  with  'ny  application 
ovthis  subject.  It  was  froma  respect  which  he 
thought  due  lo  the  Court  of  Spain,  from  the  fa- 
vorable treatment  he  bad  received  from  them,  and 
being  fully  satisfied  with  all  theirconduct  towards 
him,  that  he  thought  it  proper  to  make  the  appli- 
cation. The  other,  respecting  Great  Britain,  was 
involved  with  it. 

Mr.  P.  saiJ,  he  did  apprehend  there  would  have 
been  a  propriety  in  ibis  House,  at  the  time  they 
rejected  the  resolution  sent  from  the  Senate,  to 
hare  assigned  a  reason  why  Iher  did  e 


:pr«ssly  allows,  that,  in  some  cases, 
presents  may  be  received  from  a  foreign  Power, 
but  that  the  power  of  deciding  upon  this  shall  be 
left  in  the  bands  of  the  L^islainre,  as  a  check  upon 
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officer!  that  they  may  not  improperly  receive  any 
preteot  fioiii  a  Ibreiga  Power.  But,  couaideriog 
this  powec  to  have  been  intended  as  a  check  upon 
the  improper  conduct  of  officers,  it  must  strike  the 
minda  of  lAe  piiblic  when  tbey  ire  told  that  an  offi- 
cer was  refused  this  privilege,  that  be  had  □□! 
done  his  duty,  especially  if  the  refusal  wai  unqual- 
ified, and  unaccompanied  with  any  reason  for  the 
refosal,  and  that  the  refusal  was  intended  a<t  a 
ceobute  ti|>on  his  coaduct. 

It  was  in  tbia  poiul  of  view,  that  be  cooceived 
the  conduct  of  the  person  to  whom  this  privile^ 
was  refused,  was  implicated,  witboot  at)  opportO' 
nity  of  being  beard  in  bia  defence.  He  should  be 
far  from  wiping  any  retolulion  to  be  entered  into 
approving  of  his  conduct;  bat  thoe  was  a  great 
distinction  between  approving  and  disapproving ; 
between  censure  and  applause;  and  although  He 
did  not  desire  applause,  he  could  have  wished  to 
have  avoided  censure.  All  toat  he  wished  bad 
been  done  was,  that  the  House  should  have  stated 
■omethiogof  this  kind,  "deeming  it  improper  that 
the  diplomatic  agents  of  the  United  Stales  should 
raceive  a  present  from  aity  foreign  Prince  or  Slate, 
the  request  cannot  be  complied  with;"  as,  without 
this,  toe  natural  inference  must  be,  that  there  has 
been  some  misbehaviour  in  tbe  officer,  or  the  usual 
jwivilege  would  not  have  been  refused.  He  called 
It  usual,  because  whenever  it  had  heretofore  been 
applied  for,  it  bad  been  invariably  granted,  and 
the  rejection  of  the  resolbtiou  from  tbe  Senate, 
must,  therefore,  be  looked  upon  as  ntablishing  an 
imputation  upon  hb  character.  It  was  saying  to 
the  world,  "  Every  other  person  in  a  similar  situa- 
tion, has  been  permitted  to  accept  of  these  presents, 
bat  you,  and  you  atone  are  an  exception  ;  you 
eannot  receive  them."  Such  a  person  may  have 
been  worthy  of  condemnation;  he  may  have  be- 
tnyed  the  interest  of  his  country;  but  it  was 
injustice  to  that  person  to  condemn  him  without 
atrial. 

Mr.  P.  said,  he  thought  it  necessary,  in  justice 
to  himself,  to  make  these  observations  before  the 
House,  from  a  regard  which  he  felt,  in  common 
withothergentlemeD,rorhi«  reputation— more  par- 
ticularly as  this  matter  would  appear  upon,  tbe 
Journals  of  the  House,  and  might  not  only  reflect 
npon  himself,  but  upon  his  children  af\er  him; 
they  might  be  pointed  at  by  the  finger  of  scorn, 
as  the  ofisprio^  of  a  man  who  had  betrayed  the 
interests  of  bis  country.  It  was  under  the  im- 
pression of  these  ideas  that  be  had  been  ted  to 
trouble  tbe  House,  and  he  trusted  he  should  stand 
excused  for  having  done  so. 

Mr.  McDowell  rose,  but  was  prevented  from 
■peaking  by  the  Speaker,  who  declared  that  no- 
tbing-  more  could  be  admitted  on  a  subject  which 
was  uol  before  the  House. 

Mr,  Habpsh  rose.  He  was  also  checked  by  the 
Speaker,  but  not  before  he  had  declared  he  brought 
forward  the  motion  in  question  without  theknow- 
ledg«  of  his  colleague. 

ADDITIONAL  REVENUE. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  order  of  the 
day,  when  the  Spbakbb  tiaving  stated  the  ques> 


tion  to  be  lo  strike  out  the  word  anmtaUy  in  the 
first  resolution, 

Mr.  D.  Foster  rose,  and  observed  that,  for  a 

t'  istiScation  of  hjmself  to  those  who  knew  him, 
e  need  not  declare  that  tbe  motion,  which  bad 
caused  so  much  agitation,  was  made  with  good 
inieoiions ;  that  it  was  not  designed  to  embarrass 
the  measures  of  Qovernment,  or  with  a  view  to 
prevent  a  provision  of  revenues  adequate  to  the 
presenter  probable  future  exigencies;  or.fromanjr 
reluctance  on  his  part  to  concur  in  every  measure 
requisite  for  an  effectual  defence  of  our  country. 
To  the  uniform  tenor  of  his  conduct,  on  all  occa- 
sions, since  he  had  the  honor  of  a  seat  in  this 
House,  he  would  cheerfully  appeal.  Those  with 
whom  be  associated  knew  that  nothing  was  more 
dear  to  bis  heart  than  the  honor,  the  dignity,  the 
liberty,  and  the  independence  cf  nis  country.  He 
did  not.  therefore,  consider  manv  of  the  remarks 
which  had  been  made  on  this  suDject,  as  applicB- 
ble  to  himself,  nor  should  be  take  any  measures 
whatever  to  repel  them.  If  his  friends  intended 
he  should  make  a  personal  application,  their  ob- 
ject was  lost.  Alike  indifferent  to  censure  as  ap- 
plause, when  unmerited,  be  bad  ever  done,  and, 
as  far  as  he  could  be  informed,  he  would  continiu 
to  do,  what,  at  the  lime,  appeared  lo  be  bis  dtfty. 

He  was  as  deeply  impressed  as  any  gentleman 
of  this  House  could  be,  with  a  sense  of  the  neces- 
sity and  importance  of  sufficient  and  productive 
sources  of  revenue.  Measures  for  defence  must 
be  expensive ;  without  tbe  means  to  carry  them 
into  effect,  all  our  acts  and  resolutions  are  vain 
and  futile. 

Protection  to  oor  commerce,  defence  to  out 
frontiers  and  seBOOaals,  security  to  our  rights  as  ■ 
nation,  energy  and  respectability  to  the  opera^ons 
of  GoTemmenl.  are  sot  to  be  obtained  without 
money,  and  if  the  present  revenues  are  not  suffi- 
cient, more  must  undoubtedly  be  provided. 

Mr.  F.  further  observed,  that  he  had  ever  enr 
lerteined  the  hope  that,  unless  in  case  of  an  ac- 
tual invasion,  tbe  assessment  of  a  land  tax,  for  th« 
support  of  the  meai^ures  of  this  Government,  might 
be  avoided.  That  is  tbe  only  remaining  resource 
of  some  of  the  Slate  Governments.  Tbe  one  to 
which  he  belonged  could  resort  to  no  other  for  the 
payment  of  its  civil  list  and  to  discharge  a  con- 
siderable debt  which  it  has  contracted,  and  which 
has  not  been  provided  for  by  the  Qeneral  Govern- 
ment. Siill,however,if  tbe  circumstances  of  our 
country  are  such  as  to  require  a  temporary  sup- 
ply from  that  quarter,  the  people  will  not  object 
against  a  payment.  Ther  will  submit  to  the  in- 
eonvenii'nee  with  cheerfulness,  so  long  as  it  shall 
be  found  to  be  necessary ;  but  tbey  will  uol  feel 
satisfied  to  see  a  permanent  land  tax  imposed, 
when  other  meann,  less  oppressive  in  their  efiect^ 
and  less  expensive  in  their  collection,  maj  be  sub- 
stiiuted.  Such,  he  believed,  might  be  devised, 
and  if  ibey  could  not  be  brought  immediately  into 
operation,  they  might  be  organized  in  a  short 
period.  Additional  duties  of  e;ccise,  stamps,  and 
impost,  in  some  instances,  would,  in  his  view,  bt 
preferable  to  a  pennanent  system  of  direct  laift' 
lion.    Another  measure,  which  appeared  to  him 
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to  merit  the  aerious  atlenlioa  of  CoRgresa,  and  of 
the  people  ihroughouc  the  UniEed  Suites,  k,  an 
mllerfttion  of  the  Constitution  in  such  manner 
that  CoQgress  may  be  authorized  to  levy  uniform 
duties  or  taxes  on  exports.  Thin  might  be  made 
'a  very  produclire  source  of  rcTenue,  to  be  levied 
in  sach  a  manner  as  to  draw  ihc  principal  part,  if 
not  ihe  whole,  of  the  tax  from  foreigneTx,  without 
the  least  injury  or  inconvenience  to  our  own  citi- 
zens ;  but  time  will  be  requisite  to  mature  meas- 
ures of  this  kind.  He  had  not  such  an  antipathy 
to  the  idea  of  a  direct  tax,  but  he  was  willins 
to  look  at  the  subject,  and  examine  it  with 
«andor. 

Although  he  did  not  mean  to  pledge  himself 
that  he  would  vote  for  it,  he  should  be  glad  to 
see  a  bill  before  (he  House,  that  op])ortunitT 
might  be  given  to  examine  the  subject  in  detail. 
Since  the  motion  he  had  submitted  had  be«n 
thought  so  exc^lionable,  he  was  wiliinff  for  the 
present  to  modily  it,  If  genilemen  would  concur 
vith  him  in  a  substitute,  be  would  withdraw  the 
motion  to  strike  out  the  word  "annually,"  and 
IHTopose  to  add,  as  an  amendment  at  Che  end  of  the 
resolution,  the  following  words  ; 

■*  To  be  collected  for  a  term  not  eioeeding  —  vean ; 
protided  the  Legiilatnre  of  the  United  Slates  shalt  at 
•li  times  be  at  luU  tiber^  to  aabMitDle  other  dattea  or 
tain  of  equal  value  in  heu  thsieof,  foi  the  pnrpoae  of 
diachar^g  an?  debt*  or  loans  whidi  may  be  contract- 
ad  on  the  credit  of  said  tai." 

Mr.  Hasfbii  rose  to  second  the  motion^  because 
it  concurred  with  his  ideas  on  the  subject  that 
■  ■       ■  ■  h  the 


jugbt  to  be 
,    He  need 


4ebt  incurred.  He  need  not  repeat,  he  said,  that 
he  bad  always  been  opposed  10  a  land  tax,  eicept 
in  the  case  of  a  war,  or  of  preparation  for  war ; 
but  he  now  believed  it  necessary. 

Mr.  Macon  hoped  this  motion  would  not  pre- 
rail.  In  the  Slate  from  which  he  came,  ibey  had 
an  annual  land  tax,  and  found  bo  inconrenience 
from  its  being  annual.  He  had  no  idea  of  a  per- 
manent tax  on  land,  as  all  the  State  Oorernroents 
collected  their  revenues  from  this  source,  or  from 
a  capitation  tax,  erery  other  object  having  been 
seized  upon  by  the  United  Stales.  The  idea  of 
the  tax  being  laid  for  a  number  of  years,  would 
make  it  more  unpopular  than  anything  else.  All 
OUT  revenue  laws  are  temporary.  But  it  was  said 
it  was  necessary  (hat  [his  tax  should  be  perma- 
nent, in  order  to  obtain  loans  upon  it.  He  be- 
lieved loans  might  very  well  be  ODtaioed  upon  it, 
tltoogh  it  were  passed  annually ;  for  certainly 
tkose  who  loaned  the  Oovernment  money  would 
liave  so  much  conGdenee  in  it  as  Id  believe  that 
it  irould  pay  all  its  contracts  fairly  and  honora- 
Uy.  He  did  not  believe  that  all  the  money  ap- 
propriated could  be  expended  before  the  next  ses- 
sion of  Congress.  Besides,  there  is  a  surplus  mil- 
lion in  the  Treasury,  ready  for  any  purpose  which 
the  Executive  majr  think  proper  lo  apply  it  to. 

It  appeared  to  bim,  as  it  did  to  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts,  that  there  might  be  other 
Utictes  of  taxation  fixed  upon.  Several  other  nr- 
liclea  might  be  excised.  A  tax  might  be  laid 
spon  all  mahogany  'ftuminuei,  all  furniture  made 


certain  size,  watches  of  all  kinds,  plate  anil  plated 
furniture,  printi,  umbrellas ;  another  description 
of  carriages,  viz ;  those  with  plated  mountiaga, 
might  be  made  to  pay  ahigher  duty  than  others; 
American  ale,  beer,  and  porter,  mignc  also  be  ex- 
cised, and  a  higher  duty  put  upon  such  as  are 
imported ;  hair  powder  would  also  be  a  St  objeet 
of  taxation.  He  thought  it  one  of  the  best  British 
taxes,  and  as  we  had  some  of  the  worst,  we  might 
as  well  have  it.  All  these  articles  were  used  by 
persons  who  could  verr  well  afford  to  pay  the 
tax.  If  an?  mode  could  be  devised  of  raising 
money,  exclusively  of  a  land  tax  and  a  stamp  tax. 
he  should  have  been  glad.  If  we  were  engagea 
in  war,  we  should  have  distress  enough,  and  a 
land  lax  ought  to  be  oar  last  resource.  Con- 
gress mi^ht  go  OB  and  have  the  property  as- 
sessed, without  laying  any  tax.    He  did  not  b»- 


the 

But  it  had  been  said,  advantage  ought  lo  be 
taken  of  the  present  moment  to  get  ihis  tax.  Tb« 
same  thing  was  said  with  respeet  to  the  NaV7. 
He  did  not  think  it  necessary  to  take  advantage 
of  the  present  enthusiasm  of  the  people  to  collect 
a  tax;  the  people  would  always  obey  the  laws. 

The  gentleman  from  Maasachusetts  (Mr.  Ons) 
had  said,  that  his  friends  had  prophesied  to  him 
that  there  would  be  op^siiion  when  the  subject 
of  ways  and  means  came  before  the  House.  Ha 
might  also  have  heard  him  (Mr.  M.)'say  the 
same  thing ;  and  it  now  appeared  that  many  who 
were  ready  to  vote  for  expens^  were  now 
amoiwst  the  most  backward  in  providiog  reveone. 
The  House  had  heard  an  elegant  oration  from  tbe 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  and  much  said 
about  France,  with  which  he  believed  we  had 


manage  iheir  i 

care   of  our   own.     He   hoped    this   amendment 

would  be  negatived,  that  the  law  might  be  nega* 

lived. 

Mr.  Qallatii*  considered  the  discussion  of  thla 
amendment,  as  a  continuation  of  the  discussion 
of  Saturday  last;  the  only  difference  between  thA 
two  questions  was,  that  what  was  then  an  affirm- 
ative, is  now  a  negative  position  ;  and  those  in  fit- 
vor  of  that,  must,  of  course,  be  against  this.  For 
the  original  motion  of  ibe  gentlSmao  from  Mas- 
sachusetts (Mr.  D.  Fobteb)  was,  (hat  the  tax 
shonld  be  laid  for  one  year,  and  not- for  a  number 
of  years,  which  implied  that  it  could  not  be 
pledged  for  a  permanent  loan ;  but  on  this  day, 
the  same  gentleman  has  perfectly  changed  hia 
ground,  for  his  motion  now  establishes  both  prin- 
ciples, viz:  that  it  shall  be  laid  for  a  number  of 
vears,  and  that  it  may  be  pledged  for  a  permanent 
loan.  He  did  not  wonder,  therefore,  that  the  gen* 
tieman  from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Harper)  sec- 
onded his  motion. 

There  could  only  be  two  reasons,  Mr.  O.  said, 
why  such  an  amendment  should  obtain,  viz :  that 
oar  permanent  expenses  will  be  such  as  to  render 
a  petmBDent  tax  of  this  kiad  oeceasaty,  or  rise 
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tbat  aonxe  temporary  expense  is  contemplated  far 
greater  than  nas  been  voted.  Neither  of  these 
priDciples  were  prored  either  by  the  gentlemaD 
from  South  CaroliDa  or  the  geatleman  from  Mas- 

Bul  Ehe  gentleman  from  South  Carolioa  (Mt. 
Habpeb)  instead  of  argament,  took  amodewnich 
ke  has  more  than  once  resorted  to,  of  giving  the 
House aorne  violeotgeneral  declamation  about  in- 
TsaioD,  the  fate  of  Venice,  divisions  at  home, 
weakness,  &c.,  which  would  apptf  to  everything 
«ud  nothing.  This  had  been  the  tberae  of  the 
gentleman  upon  erery  occasion  and  upon  every 

StestioD,  from  the  repeal  of  the  stamp  set  and  the 
reigD  intercourse  bill  to  the  present  one ;  it  was 
his  general  ground,  and,  in  his  opinion,  did  noton 
this  occasion  require  any  answer ;  nor  could  he 
eoroplain  of  the  manner  in  which  he  had  treated 
him,  as  he  had  dirided  his  abuse  prettv  impanial- 
1t  between  bis  friend  from  Massacnuietts  and 
bimaelf.  He  had  said  that  it  was  his  (Mr.  O.'s) 
object  to  oppose  everything  which  went  I&  the 
defence  of  the  country,  and  that  he  had  too  eood 
an  opinion  of  his  understanding  not  to  believe 
that  be  was  sensible  that  would  be  the  effect  of  the 
motion  ;  but  as  he  did  not  believe  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  made  the  motion  with  this 
Tiew,  of  course,  he  must  believe  that  it  was  for 
tbe  want  of  understanding  that  that  gentleman 
did  not  see  the  effect  of  his  motion. 

For  without  attempting  to  reply  to  anything  of 
that  kind,  and  believing  that  his  motives  and  the 
anderstanding  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
aetts  stood  on  as  good  ground,  at  least,  as  the  gen- 
tleman from  Sooth  Carolina,  and  did  not  stand  in 
Deed  of  any  defence,  he  should  proceed  to  eiam- 
me  that  part  of  his  speech  which  verged  a  little 
towards  argument. 

That  gentleigan  had  said,  that  there  wilt  be 
much  greater  expense  to  be  met,  than  is  at  presei 
TOted.  But  was  il  not  a  very  uncommon  thing 
voce  money  to  pay  an  expense  before  the  expense 
was  authori'^edl  Nay,  ne  believed  that  the  ex- 
penses already  authorized  could  not  all  be  ineur- 
i«d  in  one  year.  But,  supposing  the  whole  of  the 
money  conld  be  expended  during  this  year,  the 
tax  for  one  year  would  be  sufficient  for  the  whole 
■mount  of  the  expense  authorized. 

It  was  a  perfectly  norel  doctrine  to  attempt  to 
prejudge  questions,  to  say  there  are  other  mea- 
sures which  may  be  voted  in  the  affirmative ;  we 
■hall  want  so  much  for  this  and  that  object ;  and, 
tberefore,  it  will  be  necessary  to  make  tne  tax  per- 
manent, was  a  curious  way  of  arguing.  When  an 
expense  was  about  lobe  incurred,  it  always  bc' 
eante  a  consideration  whether  the  means  could  be 
conveniently  found,  but  he  never  knew  the  possi- 
Wlity  of  expense  made  an  argument  in  favor  of 
raisiDK  new  taxes,  before  it  was  actually  decided 
that  tEe  expense  should  take  place. 

He  confessed  he  did  not  eDlertaio  those  fears 
which  the  gentleman  from  Sonth  Carolioa  bad 
expressed,  with  respect  to  this  country  being  sub- 
jugated or  invaded;  nor  did  he  apprehend  the 
divisions  at  home  which  he  had  spolien  of.  The 
necesaity  of  a  standing  army  was  ate  obly  gioand 


:h  a  calculation  of  any  considerable  ad- 

Fnse  could  be  formed ;  the  House  hav- 
they  thought  necessary  for  the  Navy, 
fort  i  Beat  ions,  arms,  and  galleys ;  so  that  there  now 
mains  nothing,  except  an  additional  or  a  pro- 
sional  army,  that  can  require  additional  ex- 
He  did  not,  however,  consider   that  subject  be- 
fore the  House,  nor  did  he  believe  that  any  meas- 
of  that  kind  was  necessary,  except  in  case  of 
lal  invasion.     He  did  not  mean   oy  invasion, 
any  depredatory  incursions    upon  our  territory, 
which  the  militia  would  be  fully  able  to  meet,  but 
in  by  a  regular  army  ;  for,  in  no  oihei 
da  regular  force  be  wanted.    He  was 
not  afraid  of  an  invasion  of  the  country,  because 
he  had  full  confidence  in  the  spirit  of  the  peoptfc 
in  the  militia   of  the  country,   whose  spirit  and 
strength  were  perfectly  known  abroad ;  and,  be- 
cause be  knew  that  the  great  maritime  exertioD 
necessary  to  transport  any  considerable  force  to 
this  country,  and  the  distance  at  which  we  are 
situate  from  Europe,  renders  the  idea  of  invasion 
of  any  serious    kind  altogether  ridiculous.    He 
was  not  afraid  of  France  manning  her  gun-boata 
to  come  to  this  country.    He  looked  upon  the 
whole  as  a  bugbear.    He  wished  our  situation  to 
be  really  and  fairly  appreciated ;  but  he  did  not 
wish  to  give  currency  to  imaginary  fears.     The 
truth,  without  exaggeration,  ought  to  be  known. 
If  an  invasion  was  not  apprehended,  he   saw  no 
reason  why  the  tax  should  De  permanent. 

But  il  was  said,  and  the  present  aia^ndmenl  re- 
cognised the  idea,  that  this  lax  was  wanted  as  a 
pledge  for  a  loan.  It  must  either  be  wanted  for 
aniicipalions,  or  for  a  permanent  loan.  He  would 
not  have  made  the  distinction,  had  not  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Otis)  said,  except 
this  tax  was  made  permanent,  anticipations  could 
not  be  got  upon  it.  This  was  an  extraordinary 
assertion ;  for  anticipations  are  only  a  sum  of  [Ho- 
ney eqoal  to  the  amount  of  a  tax,  and  advanced  to 
Government  before  the  lax  is  collected,  and  there- 
fore it  would  not  be  necessary  to  lay  this  tax  for 
three  years  to  secure  the  repayment  of  aa 
anticipation  equal  to  the  amount  of  the  tax  tor 
.  If  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  waa 
or  willing  to  lend  the  Government  two 
millions  of  dollars,  they  would  not  do  it  even  if 
the  tax  was  laid  for  several  years.  In  England, 
the  land  tax  is  laid  yearly,  yet  the  Bank  of  En{^ 
land  constantly,  aad  every  year,  lends  by  antici- 
pation to  Government  its  annual  amount.  But,  ill 
order  to  enable  the  Government  to  make  perma- 
nent loans,  it  was  alleged  this  tax  must  be  perma- 
nent. If  a  permanent  tax  of  two  millions  was 
necessary,  he  wished  to  know  to  what  amount  it 
was  intended  to  borrow  money  1  A  permanent 
tax  to  this  amount,  would,  as  had  been  staled  by 
the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  be  a  security  for 
ten  or  fifteen  millions  of  dollars,  leaving  a  sinking 
ftmd  of  one  million  of  dollars  a  year  for  its  repay- 
ment. '  And  unless  a  sum  of  money  to  this  ex- 
tent was  wanted,  there  would  be  no  necessity  to 
pledge  this  tax.  Indeed,  if  the  money  waswaut- 
ed  for  B  provisiotiBl  army,  or  an  anxiliary  army. 
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the  expense  of  which  was  calculated  at  eight  mil- 
lions for  ihc  Grsi  year,  the  arguments  of  geatlemei] 
were  perfectly  inapplicable.  We  do  not  aland  in 
need  of  a  land  tax  on  which  to  bottom  a  loan  to 
tbatamounL  It  is  well  known  that  there  is  a 
turplus  million  in  our  revenue,  and  will  not  that 
be  a  sufGcieot  pledge  upon  which  to  bottom  a  loan 
for  that  purpose  1  No  longer  ego  than  last  ses- 
sion a  revenue  of  tSOO.'OOO  on  stamps  was  voted 
for  the  purpose  of  a  fund  to  raise  a  loan  upon  for 
the  expenses  of  last  session;  but  the  loan,  nad  not 
been  obtained,  the  expenses  of  last  session  had 
been  defrayed  out  of  the  current  revenues;  that 
faad  was  now  liberated,  and  was  a  pledge  upon 
which  a  loan  might  be  obtained. 

It  did  not  appear  to  be  either  prudent  or  politic, 
to  pledge  in  this  manner  every  revenue  of  the 
Union.  If  the  land  tax  was  to  be  pledged  for  a 
number  of  years,  what  would  be  our  situation  next 
year,  if  involved  in  waiT  If  this  last  resource 
wa^  pledged,  he  knew  not  what  genilemeo  would 
apply  to  m  future  necessities.  Great  Britain  has 
never,  to  this  day,  pledged  her  land  lax,  amjdstall 
her  embarrassments. 

But  it  was  said,  that  it  may  be  proper  to  render 
this  tax  permanent  to  a  certain  degree,  as  any 
overplus  may  go  to  the  discharge  of  the  public 
debt.  And  here  he  wns  charged  with  inconsist^ 
ency,  because,  two  years  ago,  he  was  in  favor  of  a 
iaaa  tax.  It  was  extraordinary,  because  other 
gentlemen  had  changed  their  ground,  they  should 
charge  him  with  having  changed  his.  Are  not 
gentlemen  who  were  against  aland  lax  two  years 
ago,  and  wUd  are  now  for  it,  so,  because  circum- 
itaaces  have  changed  1  He  was  in  favor  of  a 
land  tax  then,  because  the  revenue  was  not  so 
great  as  at  present,  and  he  therefore  changed  his 
opinion  with  the  circumstances.  Look  at  the 
documents  on  the  table,  and  it  would  be  found 
that,  two  years  ago,  the  duties  arising  from  impost 
and  tonnage  were  only  ^5,800000.  At  that  time 
"n  favor  of  a  land  tax  of  J1,200,OCK)  in  order 


e  the 
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At 


present  the  revenue  trom  imposts  and  tonnage 
alone  is  $7,549,649;  that  item  alone  gives  an  ad- 
ditional revenue  larger  by  $500,000  than  what  he 
was  desirous  to  obtain,  and  the  necessity  for  a  land 
tax  was  done  away.  It  was  most  extraordinary 
that,  because  he  wished  to  substitute  a  land  tax  for 
the  excise,  sail  tax,  stamps,  and  additional  impost 
duties,  now  when  all  these  had  taken  place  that 
gentlemen  should  insist  that  he  must  still  be  in 
favor  of  a  permanent  land  tax.  He  had  not  heen 
in  favor  of  a  land  tax,  from  a  predilection  for  taxes 
generally;  for  he  thought  they  were  all  attended 
with  inconveniences ;  but  he  had  been  in  favor  of 
a  land  tax,  because  additional  revenue  was  then 
necessary,  and  because  he  preferred  that  mode  of 
taxation  to  the  others.  But,  now  thai  these  other 
taxes  had  heen  preferred,  and  laid  by  Congress,  in 
opposition  to  his  own  opinion,  and  now  that  the 
aadiiionat  revenue  had  been  procured  by  those 
means,  he  had  no  wish  to  lay  a  permaneot  land 
tax  in  additioa  to  the  others.  Bui  he  was  called 
upon  to  vote  in  favor  of  this  bill,  because  he  bad 
heretofore  called  ihe  public  debt  a  cuit^  aaa  pwt 


of  this  tax  might  go  to  pay  off  that  debt ;  and,  in 
order  to  be  consistent,  he  ought  to  support  it 

It  was  true,  that  he  considered  the  public  debt 
as  a  curse — as  a  ereaC  evil — and  no  gentleman  oa 
chat  floor,  when  ne  considered  that  three  or  four 
millions  of  dollars  a  year  were  paid  for  the  interest 
and  partial  instalments  of  the  debt,  but  must  be 
convinced  our  situation  would  be  more  eligible  if 
we  were  without  that  debt.  Yet,  though  he  call- 
ed it  a  curse,  he  wished  it  to  be  honorably  paid, 
with  all  due  convenience;  but,  whenever  be  had 
a  favorite  object,  he  did  not  rush  forward  with  iL 
regardless  of  everything  else.  He  never  proposed 
to  nay  it  off  at  once.  There  would  be  as  much 
evil  attendant  on  paying  it  off  too  rapidly,a«  would 
arise  from  a  neglect  to  discharge  any  part  of  it. 
It  ought  only  to  be  ^id  in  such  a  way  as  neither 
to  increase  the  burdens  of  the  people  beyond  a 
certain  rate,  nor  distress  the  country  by  sending 
out  of  it  coo  much  money  at  a  time;  for  it  must 
be  recollected  that  the  greater  part  was  owned 
abroad.  The  calculation  he  had  made  formerly, 
was  to  pay  off  the  foreign  debt  in  twelve  years; 
and  he  believed  no  gentleman  could  think  it  ought 
to  be  paid  in  less  lime ;  and  the  six  per  cent,  and 
deferred  stock  tn  23  years,  according  to  contract. 
With  respect  to  the  3  per  cent,  stock,  geutlemen 
should  recollect  that  it  could  not  be  reduced  in  that 
way.  It  would  be  folly  to  pav  30«.  in  the  pound 
for  that  debt.     We  have  anotfier  resource  which 


of  the  United  States.'  This  had  been  his  object  at 
all  times;  it  was  still  what  he  contemplated;  and 
if  we  do  that,  and  keep  from  war,  or  increased  ex- 
peases,  there  will  not  be  much  danger  to  be  ap- 
prehended from  that  debt. 

But  it  was  extraordinary  that  gentleman  should 
speak  of  reducing  the  public  debt,  on  the  present  . 
occasion,  whilst,  by  the  very  ameodmeat  under 
consideration,  the  tax  was  to  btf  rendered  peima- 
nent  for  the  sole  purpose  of  pledging  it  for  a  toaa 
and  of  increasing  the  public  debt.  Gentlemen 
are  not  willing  to  vote  for  it  from  year  to  year, 
because  they  wish  to  go  further  into  the  funding 
system.  They  want  a  tax  as  a  pledge  u^on  which 
to  borrow  money,  and  yet  talk  of  paymg  off  the 
old  debt.  If  that  tax  should  neither  be  wanted  to 
support  an  additional  army,  nor  as  a  pledge  for  a 
loan,  nor  as  a  fund  to  meet  the  permanent  expen- 
ses  of  the  Union  after  the  year  1800,  from  past  »• 
perience  he  had  no  desire  to  increase  our  revenue 
beyond  our  wants.  He  had  already  stated  that 
the  present  revenue  is  sufficient  for  the  present 


^  time  repeated,  if  it  should  not  be  wanted;  but, 
from  what  he  had  seen  heretofore,  he  chose  rather 
leave  the  power  in  that  House  of  continuing  it 
not.  He  nad  never  seen  any  propositions  suc- 
ceed for  repealing  a  tax ;  on  the  contrary,  as  out 
revenue  increases,  our  expenses  are  made  to  keep 
pace  with  them.  A  new  regiment,  or  a  few  addi- 
tional frigates,  or  some  new  establishment,  will  at 
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any  time  coasame  any  surplus  or  reveaue  which 
may  b«  on  haod.  This  had  heretofore  been  the 
piHClice  of  this  Government,  and  he  expected  it 
would  continue  to  be  so.  Indeed,  it  was  the  ten- 
dency of  all  GuTernments.  It  was  the  tendency 
of  man :  when  a  p^san  grows  rich,  he  looks  out 
for  objects  of  expense,  an  which  to  employ  his 
superffuous  wealth.  He  wished,  therefore,  in  order 
to  prevent  this  extension  of  expense,  without  ne- 
cessity, to  confine  the  taxes  and  the  reTenue  to 
the  expense  already  created. 

Mr.  G.  said,  he  would  snt  enter  into  the  detail 
of  what  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  called 
mistakes  in  nis  stBtement*,  because  the  documents 
were  on  the  table,  and  any  eenlleman  might  resort 
to  them ;  and,  besides,  all  these  supposed  mistakes 
did  not,  according  to  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  tiimseliTa mount  to  one  millioD  of  dot' 
lars ;  and.  according  to  the  calculation  which  had 
been  maije,  there  would  be  more  than  that  to  spare 
to  corer  any  mistakeu  whatever.  He  did  not  fflink 
it  necessary,  therefore,  to  detain  the  House  with 
it;  hnt  be  would  only  refer  to  (he  report  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  made  two  yeirs 
wo,  in  snpport  of  the  correctness  of  his  assertion 
that  eight  nundred  thousand  dollars  a  year  were 
sufficient  to  pay  the  whole  of  the  Datcb  debt  in 
twelve  years. 

Mr.  G.  concluded,  by  savinff,  that  if  the  genlje- 
man  from  Massachusetts  nad  merely  withdrawn 
his  sftiendment.  leaving  it  to  he  determined,  when 
Ibe  bill  came,  whether  or  not  the  tax  should  be 
limited  in  its  duration,  he  should  not  have  object- 
ed to  that  course;  because,  by  the  time  the  bill  was 
before  the  House,  it  will  have  been  detertnined 
whether  or  not  a  provisional  army  is  to  be  raised, 
or  an  augmentation  made  to  oar  present  force.  It 
would  then  hare  been  time  enouffh  to  have  intro- 
duced the  present  principle,  and  he  supposed  sim- 
ply  to  have  withacawn  the  amendment  would 
have  satisfied  the  gentleman's  friends.  This 
having  been  the  ca^e,  be  trusted  the  present  moi 
woulabe  negatived. 

Mr.  Harper  could  not  help  congralulatinr  the 

Sentleman  from  Pennsylvania  on  his  mode  of 
ividing  the  cf  nsure  which  he  stated  him  to  have 
cast  npoa  himself  and  the  Kentleman  from  Massa. 
chuHits,  by  making  him  (Mr.  H.)  to  say  that  he 
(Mr.  G.)  was  wanimgin  principle,  and  iheeentle- 
mao  from  Massachusetts  in  sense.  If  he  thought 
this  a  fair  division  he  was  satis&ed.  But  he  could 
assure  him  he  meant  to  make  no  such  division. 
His  observations  went  to  show  that  the  svstem  of 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  had  neen  op- 
posed to  every  measure  of  defence ;  that  he  thought 
It  much  belter  to  make  no  defence  than  to  increase 
our  expenses,  Hedid  not  inquire  into  his  motives, 
nor  should  he  ever  do  so ;  he  believed  (bey  were 
sufficiently  obvious.  But,  taking  the  motion  of 
bis  friend  from  Massachusetts  as  promoting  his 
views,  he  was  not  surprised  at  the  eagernesi  with 
irbieb  he  rose  in  its  support  He  did  say,  know- 
ing the  disposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Ma>sa- 
chusetia  to  be  in  favor  of  measures  of  defence,  that 
this  motion  went  to  destroy  the  system  which  he 
had  Bupported ;  but,  because  a  man  may  overlook 


the  tendency  of  a  motion,  does  it  follow  tftat  heii 
a  blockhead  1     Certainly  noL 

The  foundation  of  the  speech  of  the  gentleman 
from  PeuDsylvania  wns  laid  on  the  supposition 
that  there  could  be  no  increase  Cif  expense  in  oui 
Government,  eicepi  from  the  raising  of  9  provi- 
sional army,  or  an  increase  of  ihe  present  army. 
But  is  this  a  true  slate  of  the  fact?  Were  the 
BO,OI)0  militia  ordered  [o  be  held  in  readiness  to 
produce  no  expensel  The  gentleman  had  all 
along  spoken  of  militia  as  if  they  could  be  called 
into  service  without  expense.  Did  not  he  know, 
that  when  they  were  called  out,  there  would  be 
the  expense  of  camps,  tents,  pay,  and  all  the  ex- 
penses of  a  regular  army,  except  the  enlistment 
and  bounty  paid  to  soldiers?  So  that  he  could 
not  see  any  great  difierence  in  expense  between 
calling  out  the  militia,  or  raising  an  army,  except 
in  the  article  of  bounty,  as  he  had  mentioned. 
He  therefore  apprehended  that  the  calliojg  of  these 
militia  into  service  miget  be  attended  with  an  ex- 
pense of  twenty  millions  of  dollars;  and  the  Pre»- 
ideat  may,  next  week,  if  he  thinks  proper,  call  any 
number  of  them  into  service. 

The  next  argument  of  the  gentleman  is  equally 
I.   Admitting  that  Government  may  have 


for  them.  But  was  it  certain  that  we  should 
have  no  other  expenses  besides  that  of  providing 
for  additional  military  force  t  Could  it  be  said  no 
more  money  would  be  wante^nder  the  6ih  arti- 
cle of  the  British  Treaty  1  uf  recollected,  when 
that  subject  was  under  debate,  that  a  gentleman 
from  Virginia  had  said,  it  would  producean  expense 
of  fifteen  millions  of  dollars.  He  never  believed 
any  such  sum  would  be  wanted.  $300,000  bad 
already  been  appropriated,  and  he  supposed  the 
whole  expense  might  amount  to  between  two  and 
three  millions. 

And  yet  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  waa 
willing  the  revenue  of  the  country  should  depend 
upon  Its  present  (in  case  of  warj  uncertain  resour- 
ces. And  this  was  the  basis  to  be  offered  to  mo- 
neyed men  as  a  security  for  their  money.  It  was  in 
vain  to  say  how  much  more  than  the  two  milliona 
woold  be  wanted.  He  believed  it  was  the  inten- 
tion to  fill  the  blank  in  this  amendment  with  two 
or  three  years,  and  then,  if  we  have  not  occasion 
to  incur  any  extraordinary  expense,  or  make  any 
heavy  loans,  the  tax  woula  come  to  an  end.  But, 
suppose  this  amendmeut  is  rejected,  and  the  bill  is 
confined  to  one  year's  duration,  it  will  in  a  great 
measure  defeat  the  purpose  of  tne  bill. 

As  to  the  declaration  which  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  stated  bim  as  using,  he  would  assure 
him  inat  he  would  nut  cease  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  House  to  the  dangers  of  the  country;  and 
though  he  might  continue  to  administer  anodyne* 
as  much  as  he  pleased,  he  would  be  doomed  to 
hear  him,  whilst  he  was  a  member  of  that  Houae, 
warn  them  against  the  effects  of  his  soporifics'. 
Mr.  H.  again  adverted  to  the  nituatiun  of  Europe, 
and  to  the  probability  of  an  attack  upon  this  coun- 
try, which  he  said  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania might  call  declamation,  but  which  he  called 
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(ru/A.   tie  hoped,  however,  the  attack  would 
be  tnade;  and  if  doI;  the  expense  would  not 
incurred.    If  the  law  passed  with  a  priaciples 
itar  to  this  amendment,  he  believed  a  loan  wc___ 
soon  be  filled  up.   He  knew  it  would  be  done  chieflv 
from  jalriotic  motives}  but  those  who  advance 
ney  will,  notwithstanding,  expect  to*  have  a  a 
hope  of  a  reinibursemeol  of  their  money;  and  if 
this  should  be  refused,  the  country  would  be  left 
defenceleis  for  want  of  pecuniary  resources.   This, 
be  supposed,  would  be  bad  economy ;  and  he  could 
not  help  entering  his  protest  against  this  system, 
whatever  may  be  the  motives  which  lead  to  it. 

Mr.  FiNDLEY  said,  it  was  admitted,  on  all  handi 
that  it  depended  on  a  contingency  whether  thi 
tax  would  be  wanted  at  all.  For  his  own  part  he 
was  under  no  apprehension  of  any  formidable  inva- 
sion of  this  country  taking  place  before  Congress 
meets  again.  If  France  is  desirous  of  making  con- 
quests, there  are  more  nreferable  objects  lo  this 
country  nearer  home.  'The  difficulties  which  have 
so  long  agitated  Europe  ace  not  yet  so  far  settled 
as  to  suffer  France  [osend  out  any  formidable  force 
here.  Let  iheconduct  of  the  French  Oovernmeni 
have  been  as  bad  as  it  can  be  nainted,  it  cannot  b( 
Mid  that  it  has  ever  wholly  lost  sight  of  its  own 
interest,  and  it  would  not  be  her  interest  to  make 
ftn  invasion  of  thii  country  at  this  time ;  and. 
therefore,  there  is  no  necessity  for  going  into  mea- 
rading  army  was  immediately 


time  ago,  and  for  taking  advantage  of  a  low  mar- 
ket, to  bring  up  the  public  debt.  But  when  he 
came  to  inquire  into  the  subject,  he  found  chat 
many  of  the  States  had  laid  direct  taxes  for  the 
nipport  of  their  own  Gtovernraent.  There  is  now 
an  appearance  of  necessity  for  this  tax ;  hut  being 
■  new  tax  under  [he  General  Government,  and  not 
likely  to  be  very  satisfactory  to  some  parii  of  the 
CnioD,  it  would  bs  proper  to  make  the  law  of  short 
duration.  Upon  Constitutional  ground  he  was 
against  continuing  a  direct  tax  longer  than  two 
years;  every  Congress  ought  to  pass  a  vote  upon 
It;  but,  in  the  present  instance,  he  believed  the 
taw  would  be  best  if  passed  for  one  year. 

But  it  was  said  this  tax  must  be  permanent,  as  a 
bottom  to  loans.  This  was  expressing  a  distrust 
of  future  Congresses,  which  he  thought  improper. 
But  it  was  asserted  that  neither  public  insiitutions 
nor  moneyed  citizens  would  lend  their  money  on 
the  credit  of  Congress,  without  a  permanent  source 
of  revenue  was  provided  as  a  security.  Are  gen- 
tlemen justified  by  experience  in  this  opinion? 
He  believed  not.  Mr.  F.  mentioned  several  instan- 
ces to  shew  the  contrary,  and  doubled  not  the  same 
readiness  would  again  appear  in  aid  of  Govern- 
ment whenever  it  wantea  it. 

Mr.  F.  was  of  opinion  that  if  power  was  given 
.to  the  President  to  raise  20,000  men  as  a  provi- 
aionat  army,  they  could  be  got  before  the  next 
session  of  Congress-  Ofhcers  micht  be  appointed, 
■nd  he  bad  no  doubt  they  would.  If  these  men 
were  not  raised,  and  any  occasion  should  call  for 
military  service,  the  miuiia,  of  course,  wonld  be 


But  was  there  any  reason  to  believe 
that  more  militia  would  be  called  out  in  the 
course  of  ibe  year  than  one  year's  land  tax  would 
provide  for?     He  could  not  believe  there  would. 

He  supposed  every  gentleman  would  vole  ac' 
cording  to  the  idea  he  had  of  the  conlingencf 
which  had  been  mentioned  being  likelt  to  lake 
place,  or  otherwise.  Difficulties  would  always  at- 
tend the  laying  of  a  new  tai ;  and  when  it  ehould 
be  necessary  to  lay  a  direct  tax.  he  would  have  it 
for  some  considerable  sum,  as  ibe  expense  of  etd- 
lecting  would  he  the  same,  whetber  it  was  for  a 
large  or  a  small  amount.  Though  it  might  prove 
disagreeable  to  the  people,  they  will  pay  it  if  ne- 
cessary ;  but,  said  he,  let  it  be  tried  for  a  year,  and 
do  not  disgust  the  people  by  giving  them  an  idea 
that  they  shall  never  get  rid  of  the  tax. 

Gentlemen  might  again  be  told  that  they  te^ 
fdsed  10  provide  any  means  of  defence  for  the 
coi^try,  that  this  is  a  leaf  of  the  same  book,  && 
But  could  it  be  supposed,  said  Mr.  F.,  thai  he 
should  mind  such  chargesT  Or  was  it  to  be  cre> 
dited  that  the  people  would  believe  that  be,  who 
bad  been  employed  in  ibe  formation  of  this  Qa*- 
ernment,  and  in  executing  it  ever  since  it  existed. 
and  who  had  risked  everything  to  obtain  it,shouta 
now  refuse  lo  soppori  any  measure  which  waa 
calculated  to  defend  it?  It  could  not.  Theywill 
not  believe  these  aspersions. 

Mr.  F.  concluded  by  observing,  that  if  this  law 
was  passed  for  one  year,  he  could  confidently  rely 
on  future  Congresses  to  renew  it,  if  the  situation 
of  the  country  should  require  it.  It  would  not 
hereafter  be  convenient  for  him  to  take  any  far- 
ther share  in  the  public  councils,^  but  he  should 
not  distrust  the  wisdom  and  nalnoiism  of  those 
who  might  follow  him ;  ana  to  do  away  the 
charges  continually  made  acainst  himself  and 
others,  that  they  were  not  willing  to  defend  the 
eouBiry,  be  should  call  the  ^eas  and  nays  upon 
every  question  of  defence  which  came  before  the 

Mr.  S.  Smitb  did  not  like  the  amendment ;  but 
he  should  vote  for  it,  because,  if  he  could  not  set 
all  he  wished,  he  would  gel  all  he  could.  If  the 
blank  was  to  be  filled  with  two  or  three  years,  (at 
had  been  intimated,)  ii  would  not  go  far  enough 
to  induce  moneyed  men  to  rely  upon  il  as  a  per- 

anent  security. 

There  seemed  to  be  no  difference  of  opinion  as 
lo  the  propriety  of  laying  a  direct  tax;  il  only 
seemed  to  be  as  to  the  length  of  time  which  it 
ought  lo  be  laid.  He  agreed  with  those  gent te- 
meo  who  assert  that  money  cannot  he  borrowed, 
except  a  permanent  fund  be  provided.  Bui  gen- 
tlemen say,  where  are  your  expenses?  Ceriain 
expenses  have  been  agreed  to,  which  are  proposed 
met  by  a  direct  tax  of  two  millions;  but 

it  be  supposed  that  the  proceeds  of  this  tax 

could  be  brought  into  the  Treasury  in  less  than 
eighteen  months'?  Tbey  could  not,  and  some- 
thing must  he  done  in  the  mean  time  to  raise  the 
money  already  voted,  whether  any  war  takes 
place  or  not.  How  was  this  lo  be  done  1  By  loans 
alone.  But  what  inducement  will  there  be  to 
moneyed  men  to  tend  money,  except  a  permanent 
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leveane  be  msde  the  Becority?  You  bold  oat  the 
eiwdit  of  the  United  States,  which  has  not  bere- 
lofore  been  injured.  This  is  true.  But  heretorare 
we  hsve  not  been  engaged  in  Mnx ;  we  have  had 
nothiiiK  to  impede  our  revenue.  But  if  h  war 
takes  pi&ee,  it  is  posaible  our  reveDoe  may  anffer 
very  materially ;  and  Congress  are  about  to  pro- 
vide a  fund  irhich,  in  the  opinion  of  aome,  will 
kaTe  no  permaa«ncy,  and  in  the  optnioD  of  othen, 
very  littU.  And  would  it  not  require  a  great  de- 
gree of  patrioiina  in  raitlemen  to  lend  twenty 
■hilliDgs  for  twenty  shilliDgs,  when  they  can  go 
into  the  market  and  jnirehase  thetn  with  sixteen. 
Tb«  dtference  ofopinion  on  this  tnbject,  he  was 
connnced,  arose  from  the  different  pursuits  of  the 
members  of  that  House.  Certain  gentlemen  be- 
IkTcd  moneyed  men  would  adTance  money  with- 
out a  permanent  lax  as  a  security.  He  believed  the 
oontrary ;  for,  bowerer  (rreat  a  confidence  they 
may  have  in  the  honor  of  future  Congreatea,  they 
would  wish  to  see  this  Congress  do  aomeihing  for 
their  secnrity.  He  feared  gentlemen  were  not  in 
earnest  when  they  spoke  of  defending  the  conn- 

SWe  have  men,  said  he,  but  we  want  money, 
did  not  agree  with  the  gentleman  from  North 
Oarolina,  (Mr.  Williams.)  that  ilaTcs  fought  for 
money,  ami  freemen  only  for  liberty.  If  he  com- 
manded a  regiment  'of  militia,  he  beliered  they 
wonld  expect  to  be  paid,  and  he  could  not  beliere 
)w  would  term  them  slafei.    Money  must  be 

The  ^tleman  from  Pennsylvania  was  afraid 
of  making  the  rerenne  permanent,  beeanse,  as  onr 
levenoe  tncreased,  it  had  been  uauat,  not  to  re- 
peal OUT  reTCnue  laws,  but  to  increase  our  expen- 
aea.  Whence  did  be  collect  this  informatioD? 
Not  from  the  documeota  on  the  table;  for  there 
he  wonid  find  that  there  was  an  nnespraded  snr- 
flhis  of  one  million  nine  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lara,  which  were  in  1797  apfdied  by  the  Oommis- 
•ioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund  to  the  reduction  of 
the  public  debt.  We  nave,  raid  he,  gone  on  de- 
enasing  our  expenses.  It  was  true,  that  our  dis- 
tmte  with  Algiers,  and  a  war  with  the  Indians, 
kad  cost  a  great  Mat  of  money ;  but  .when  the 
wax  with  the  latter  was  at  an  end  onr  expenses 
were  decreased.  And  now  an  income  of  expense 
iaaitadforta  repel  threatened  danger,  andgen- 
denen  hare  TOted  measnrei  of  defence;  hut  now 
they  come  to  touch  th«  expense,  they  flinch.  Men 
may  moralize  and  talk  about  drfeace  as  much 
u    tb«y  pleaie,  it  will  avail  nothing    without 

But  gentlemen  say,  before  we  niae  money,  let 
m  wait  to  see  wberoer  it  will  be  necessary.  They 
mightaawellsay,"  let  ns  wait  till  we  ate  deroured," 
which  wonld  be  the  ease  if  we  neglected  to  raise 
money  until  onr  enemy  was  at  the  door. 

But  gentlemen  call  tor  a.  statement  of  expense. 
Ha  would  remind  them  that  it  was  proposed  to 
raise  a  proviiiioaal  army  of  at  least  10,000  men, 
which  would  cost  four  millions  of  dollars  a  year. 
It  was  also  proposed  that  the  President  should 
hare  power  to  call  out  S0,O0O  militia  to  be  train- 
ed, and  the  payment  of  tbem  must  be  provided 
Ibr.    It  would  not  be  right  to  leave  the  Presi<(eut 


without  money.  At  tbe  time  you  give  htm  the 
aulhority  to  raise  and  call  out  men,  you  must  give 
him  the  m>-BDs  of  raising  money.  Mr.  S.  Eaid,Jte 
perhaps  might  feel  upon  this  subject  more  than 
some  other  gentlemen,  because  he  knew  the  dif- 
ficulty attendant  on  the  raising  of  money. 

Mr.  Oris  said,  the  gentleman,  last  up  had  anti- 
cipated some  of  the  observations  which  he  in- 
tended  <o  have  made,  bnt  he  would  suggest  a  few 
remarks  in  favor  of  the  present  motion. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Qae/- 
LATiii)liad  used  arguments  to  show  that  no  tax 
of  this  sort  is  necessary.  He  should  not  reply  to 
any  arguments  of  this  sort,  because  the  commit- 
tee have  already  decided  upon  the  quantity  and 
principle  of  the  tax.  But,  if  fie  was  under  the 
necessity  of  answering  such  observations,  he 
would  refer  to  tbe  gentleman's  own  book,  (which, 
however  he  had  not  read,  bnt  meant  to  read,) 
and  because  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  bad  recom- 
mended a  direct  tax  as  the  only  source  which 
could  be  depended  upon  for  a  permiineot  iev> 

But  it  had  been  said,  no  invasion  conid  be  ei- 
peeled  to  take  place.  His  opinion  was.  however, 
though  the  danwr  might  not  he  very  great,  it 
ought  to  be  guaraed  against.  In  a  certain  part^ 
the  country,  at  least,  be  believed  there  was  con- 
siderable danger.  Indeed,  the  House  has  voted 
considerable  sums  for  defence,  and  there  remaina. 
according  to  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  a  balance  unprovided  for  of 
01,396,706.  for  the  meeting  of  which  the  commit- 
tee  have  recommended  a  land  tax  of  two  miltiona. 
And  if  the  tax  was  voted,  it  ought  to  be  voted  in 
such  a  way  as  that  tbe  money  may  be  raised; 
and  he  thought  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
had  taken  a  greater  latitude  in  his  observations 
than  he  complained  of  in  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina,  who  had  held  up  a  picture  before 
their  eyes,  of  which  the  House  ought  continnall^ 
to  be  reminded,  He  had  already  stated  that  this 
money  must  be  borrowed,  and  that  it  coald  not 
be  got,  if  the  tax  was  laid  in  the  usual  way.  A 
man  who  has  money  to  lend^  will  not  part  with 
it  without  a  certainly  of  being  repaid.  It  hitd 
been  said  that  it  was  not  improbabfe  that  tbe  en- 
emy might  make  a  landing  in  some  of  the  Sbntta- 
em  States.  Suppose  they  were  to  do  so,  an4 
keep  possession  of  a  part  of  the  country  for  aome 
time,  the  present  tax  could  not  be  drawn  Irom 
thence.  Moneyed  men  woald  take  sncb  an  event 
into  their  calcutatioo,  and  they  would  act  pru- 
dently in  doing  so,  because  the  other  parts  of  the 
country  wouldnot  be  liable  to  tnake  up  the  deft- 
ciency.  In  such  a  case,  the  creditor  would  have 
nothing  to  depend  upon  but  tbe  faitb  of  the  Oov* 
ernmeot,  and  he  might  as  well  depend  upon  that, 
in  the  first  instance,  as  to  lend  his  money  upon 
an  nnceriajn  security.  There  would  also  be  the 
expense  of  collection  to  he  deducted,  which  be 
supposed  would  not  be  less  than  10  per  cent. 
Considering  all  these  circumstances,  it  he.w" 


he  would  I 
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this  two  millioa  tax.  The  gcDllemBD  from  Penn- 
aylvBQia  had  said  that  Great  Britain  never  mort- 
ssged  her  land  lax  for  a  number  of  ^ears,  thouiib 
fie  acknowledged  she  annually  anticipated  it.  No 
mao,  Mr.  O.  said,  would  lend  his  money  without 
considering  the  risk  he  ran  in  doing  so,  and  lie 
thought  it  was  m^ch  less  in  Eo^tand  than  in  (hii 
CDuntrr  at  this  time.  The  principle  which  he 
wished  to  engraft  in  the  bill  was,  thai  (he  tax 
should  be  contioaed  until  the  money  which  had 
been  borrowed  upon  it  should  be  repaid.  Not 
that  he  was  in  favor  of  a  land  tax.  He  should 
himself  pay  as  large  a  proportion  of  this  tax  as 
any  man  whose  property  was  not  larger  than  bis ; 
because,  of  his  little  forl&ne,  a  greater  part  was  in 
land  than  anyihia^  else.  He  was,  therefore,  in- 
terested in  preveutrng  the  tax.  If  tt  were  to  pass, 
bowerer.  he  wished  it  to  be  efieciual. 

Mr.  Vabnum  hoped  the  motioo  under  consid- 
eration would  be  negaliTed.  The  genlleman 
from  Maivlend  (Mr.  S.  Suith)  gave  two  reasons 
on  Saturday  against  striking  out  the  word  annu- 
ally. One  was,  thai  it  was  necessary  the  lax 
should  haTe  some  permanency,  in  order  that  mo- 
ney might  be  borrowed  upon  itj  and  another^hat 
it  might  be  a  substitute  for  indirect  taxes.     Thai 

fentlemeo  allowed,  and  he  perfectly  agreed  with 
im  in  opinion,  that  in  case  of  war,  the  defalca- 
tion in  our  revenue,  he  did  not  suppose,  would  be 
large,  and  that  in  our  present  situation  he  bad  no 
idea  of  a  defalcation.  If,  then,  a  defalcation  of 
our  revenue  was  not  to  be  expected,  he  thought 
he'sbould  be  able  to  make  ii  appear  that  the  pro- 
posed lax  is  not  necessary  at  all  j  and,  of  course, 
that  it  will  not  be  right  to  pass  it  for  more  than 
one  year.  But  the  gentleman  from  Maryland 
■ays  the  people  ought  to  be  relieved  from  indirect 
taxes,  because,  for  every  12}  per  cent,  duly,  Ihe 
consumer  pays  27^.  Does  that  genlleman  wish, 
then,  that  the  merchant  should  be  deprived  of  a 
profit  of  16  per  cent,  on  the  duties  which  he  now 
pays?  If  so,  this  might  he  very  well  effected, 
without  doing  away  the  duly,  and  substiiuiing  a 
land  tax  in  its  place,  by  the  merchants  lowermg 
die  price  of  their  goods  15  per  cent. 

But  the  gentleman  added  another  reason  for 
passing  the  Taw  for  a  number  of  years,  viz ;  that 
this  tax  might  be  at  any  lime  repealed.  But.  al- 
though this  House  might  consent  to  a  repent  of 
this  tax,  it  was  by  no  means  certain  that  the  other 
House  would  consent  to  its  repeal.  Indeed,  it 
was  his  opinion,  that  if  this  tax  was  established 
as  a  permanent  tax,  thai  the  people  of  this  coun- 
try would  not  be  relieved  from  it  for  many  years. 


J  objects,  he  had  no  doubL  would  be  ibund 
out  by  gentlemen,  ever  fruiiful  in  this  respect, 
upon  which  to  expend  any  surplus  which  might 
arise  from  this  tax. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  on  Sa- 
turday, brought  into  view  our  situation  with  re- 
spect to  France,  and  our  liableness  to  an  attack 
from  that  nation.  He  alluded  to  the  conversation 
which  took  place  between  our  Bavoys  and  X, 
Y,  and  Z.  and  thence  inferred  that  it  wa*  proba- 
ble That  this  country  would  beattacked  by  France. 
He  could  not  say  that  alt  the  propositions  made 


by  these  unauthorized  persons  were  not  from  the 
Directory;  but  there  was  no  evidence  of  this, 
and  therefore  he  could  not  believe  it,  eKpecially  M 
the  agents  themselves  declared  they  were  not. 
He  1  bought,  therefore,  if  we  wished  to  preserve 
peace  with  France,  that  we  ought  not  to  be  loo 
forward  in  believing  all  which  was  said  by  X,  Y, 
and  Z,  was  authorized  by  the  Fiench  OoTero- 
menl.  He  hoped  it  would  prove  to  be  the  con- 
trary, and  that  when  the  Directory  shall  discover 
what  has  been  done,  they  will  punish  these  pet- 
sons  for  their  conduct. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  had  fre- 
quenily  introduced  to  the  view  of  the  House  the 
situation  of  Swit2erlai]d,  Venice,  Spain,  Holland, 
and  other  countries.  As  to  himself,  he  had  no 
idea  of  espousing  the  cause  of  those  countries;  il 
was  sufficient,  in  his  opinion,  that  we  defended 
our  own.  In  doing  this  he  would  go  as  far  as  any 
man,  hut  he  did  not  wish  to  go  to  Venice  or  to 
Rome  to  fight  in  the  cause  of  the  Pope.  What 
was  meant  by  observations  like  these  bat  to  pre- 
pare the  minds  of  the  people  for  a  situation  of 
things  which  that  genllemso  expected  and  wish- 
ed fur  1  And  if  gentlemen  did  not  come  into  all 
his  views,  he  immediately  charges  (hem  with  not 
being  willing  to  defend  their  counlry— with  be- 
ing slow  to  protect  their  wives  and  children.  He 
should  have  supposed  (hat  men  who  had  left  their 
families,  and  fought  for  their  counlry  for  eigbl 
years  t oge the r,  would  now  feel  (he  necessity  of 
defendins  their  wires  and  children  as  much  as 
that  gentleman,  who  never  had  either. 

But  it  appeared  to  him  that  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina,  in  making  the  observatioiis  which 
he  did,  departed  from  the  principle  eaiaMished  by 
Ihe  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  of  which  he 
is  the  chairman.  They  hate  staietl  that  no  ad- 
ditional revenue  is  wanted,  except  to  meet  the  ex- 
traordinary expenses  of  the  present  session. 
Among  these  extraordinary  expenses,  are  $340,000 
for  for (ificBl ions,  and  for  (he  procuring  of  cannon, 
arms,  and  ammunition,  900,000.  If  ihe  for(i£ca- 
tions  are  once  completed,  they  surely  will  not 
want  comjjleting  the  second  time ;  and  the  appro- 
priation for  the  providing  cannon,  anna,  ana  am- 
munition, could  not  be  considered  as  an  annual 
expeas^but  merely  as  an  expense  for  the  present 
year.  Was  not  this  also  the  case  with  respect  to 
the  naval  armament  1    He  hoped  it  was  not  in- 


nually  for  this  object.  If  this  should  hereafter  be 
determined.  Congress  would  of  course  provide 
the  means  for  effecting  it. 

Mr.  V.  supposed  the  calculation  of  the  amount 
of  duty  arising  from  imports  and  tonnage  for  the 
present  year  might  very  safely  be  taken  at  the 
actual  receipts  of  last  year,  viz :  -  $7,519,649 
Duiiee  on  domestic  manufactures, 

Ac.     -      , 575,491 

Revenue  en  the  postage  of  letters    -  60,000 

Fees  on  letters  patent      -        -       -  1,400 

Proceeds  of  that  part  of  the  Sink- 
ing Fund  which  consists  of  inte- 
rest and  stock  purchased  or  re- 
deemed       .       -       ,       -        -  89,467 
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Additional  Sentme. 
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Dividends  on  3,320  sbares  ol  stock 
of  tbe  Baak  o(  the  Uaited  States, 
calculated  at  $32  a  share     - 


Take  from  this  sum  the  onlioarjr  ex- 
peoditute 6,334,111 


There  renkaiDS  a  surplus  of 


But  it 


a  stated  by  the  Seoretaiy  of  the  Trea- 
Miiy  lUBi,  ia  consequence  of  tbe  depredaiioot 
fiommitted  upon  oui  trade,  there  may  be  a  dedei- 
ency  of  revenue  in  the  present  year ;  and  upon 
ibio  probability  the  Committee  of  Waysand  Means 


himself.  He  knew  that  similar  observatioas  had 
been  made  from  year  to  year,  11006  depredations 
had  been  committed  upon  our  commerce  by  for- 
eiga  nations,  but  he  also  knew  tnat  facts  had 
ahown  them  to  be  ill  founded.  In  the  year  1795, 
the  duly  arising  from  this  source  was  95,568,961 ; 
in  1796, 86,567.287;  and  in  1797  $7,548,649.  And 
he  bad  no  dotiot  the  revenue  from  imports  and 
tonnage  for  the  present  year  wo'uld  increase  in 
the  same  proportion  in  which  it  has  increased  for 
the  three  years  past ;  and  if  so,  th^t  alone  would 
noduce  upwards  of  eight  millions  and  a  half  of 

Allowing  that  the  imports  and  ton- 
nage will  make   .        -        .        -      S8|700,000 

Add  the  addiiional  imposts  laid  at 
tbe  last  winter  spaBion,and  the  salt 
tax  of  the  summer  session,  wbieh. 
at  a  moderate  catculation,  will 
amount  to 600,000 

Tbe  stamp  tax         -         -         -        ■  300,000 

To  which  add  the  vaiious  other  arti- 
cles of  revenue  mentioned  above, 
amounting  to      -        -        -        t  787,388 

Also,  add  the  ejtimated  increase  of 
the  internal  revenue    ■        .        -  135,000 


And  the  whole  will  amount  to  -     -      10,213,388 
From  which  deduct  the  whole  ex- 

peniei  of  the  present    year,  as 

staled  by  the  Committee  of  Ways 

and  Means,  viz:  -        -       -        •        9,808,603 

And  there  will  remain  a  surplus  of  -        8403,785 


But  i 


s  probable  that  the  revenue  arising 
from  imports  and  tonnage  would  considerably  ex- 
ceed the  sum  he  had  mentioned;  for,  according 
■o  the  amount  of  the  duties  arising  from  the  first 
quarterof  the  present  year,  the  revenue  from  thai 
••urce  alone,  would  amount  to  ten  millions  of  dol- 
lars, in  which  ease  the  whole  revenue  may  be  es- 
timated at  811,112,388,  and  wogid  leave  a  surplus 
of  81,303,785. 

If  this  view  of  the  subject  was  correct,  it  ap- 
peared to  him.  if  the  proposed  tax  was  laid  at  ail. 
It  ought  not  to  be  for  moreihaD  one  year.  If  gen- 
tlemen had  anything  in  view  which  was  not  be- 
fore the  House,  he  eoald  not  speak  to  that.    But 


if  the  United  Slates  were  under  the  necesstt;  of 
borrowing  fifteen  millions  of  dollar?,  there  was  no 
necessitv  for  this  tax  for  that  purpose,  as  the  sur- 
plus million,  three  hundred  tbousaod  dollars,  ac- 
cruing annually,  was  a  ituffieient  security  for  the 
payment  of  the  interest  on  a  loan  lo  that  amount. 
He  was  against  continuing  the  l&i  for  a  longer 
period  than  one  year  for  another  reason.  It  was 
to  be  collected  from  houses,  lauds,  and  slaves. 
This,  iu  the  part  of  the  country  from  whence  he 
came,  would  operate  very  unjustly.  In  the  State 
of  Massacbuaetts  flic  people  pay  aonually  for  the 
inteicst  of  the  Slate  debt,  expenses  of  the  civil 
department,  county  aod  town  charges,  support  of 
the  poor,  highway  taxes,  and  for  the  sapport  of 
public  scnooTs  ana  ministers  of  the  Giospel,a  diiect 
tax  of  between  twelve  and  thirteen  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars.  This  lax  is  collected  from  polls,  and 
from  real  and  personal  estates,  with  some  few  ex- 
ceptions;  and  it  is  found  that  persons  holding  small 
farms  there,  and  who  have  families  to  bnn^  up, 
find  it  difficult  to  pay  these  taxes.  This  addition- 
al  lax  will  therefore  fall  very  heavy  upon  tbia 
class  of  people,  as  they  will  principally  have  to 
bear  the  burden,  being  wholly  laid  upon  houses 
and  tbe  landed  property  iu  that  quarter  of  the 
Union.  No  tax,  therefore,  could  be  calculated  to 
excite  so  much  dissatisfaction  in  that  part  of  tbe 
United  States  as  this.  The  people  will  certainly 
pav  it,  if  it  be  laid,  but  they  will  not  do  it  cheer-  ' 
fully.  He  should,  therefore,  be  against  laying;  the 
tax  for  more  than  one  year. 


strike  out  the  word  "annuBlly,"which  was  carried, 
there  being  sixty  votes  for  it. 

Tbe  question  on  the  amendment  providing  for 
the  taking  of  a  new  census,  was  put  and  carried, 
there  being  57  votes  for  it. 

Mr.  Reed  moved  an  amendment,  which  went 
to  strike  out  the  provision  which  proposes  that  tbe 
tax  should  be  laid  by  a  uniform  rule  through  all, 
the  Slates,  with  the  view  of  inserting  in  its  place 
the  following  words : 

"  And  upon  such  other  estates  within  «ch  particu- 
lar Stats  a*  are  taxaUe  sccording  lo  the  established 
rnla  of  direct  taxation  in  each  State." 

The  motion  was  negatived,  there  being  only 
twenty-one  votes  for  it. 

The  report  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  to  report  bills  accordingly, 

TcESDAT,  May  8. 

After  the  reception  and  disposal  of  numerous 

pelilions  on  the  subject  of  our  difiereaces  with 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Imlay,  Com- 
missioner of  Loans  for  the  Stale  of  Connecticut. 
Tbe  bill  was  agreed  10  without  amendment^  and 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  to-morrow;  which  it 
accordingly  received,  and  was  pas-ted. 
NATURALIZATION  LAW. 

Mr.  Sbwall  called  for  tbe  order  of  the  dajr  on 
the  third  resolution  reported  from  the  Committee 
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of  Lbe  Whole,  on  tUe  sabject  of  aLieos,  and  the 
coDsideraiion  of  the  following  amendment  being 
lesumed,  viz  :  to  add  lo  U  these  words: 

"  Between  wbicb  and  the  United  Stale*,  then  dull 
•xiat  a  itale  of  declared  war :" 

It  was  agreed  to;  and  teretred'to  the  select 
committee  on  commerce  and  defence,  to  report  a 
bill  accordiitgly. 

The  following  is  the  resolution  as  amended  by 
the  House : 

"  Raoleed,  That  proTiiion  be  made,  bj  law,  foi  the 
■pprehcadinEi  wconng,  or  remoTiug,  ai  the  caie  maj 
require^  of  all  alieni,  being  male*,  of  the  age  of  four- 
teen jeata  and  upwardi,  who  ahall  continue  lo  reaide, 
Mr  (hall  arrive  within  the  United  Statea,  being  nativei, 
dtiiaDi,  onnbjecta,  of  an;  c»anti7  between  which  and 
the  United  State*  there  ahali  eiiat  a  atate  of  dedai«d 
war,  or  the  Oovemment  of  which  ihall  threaten,  at- 
tompt,  or  peipetiata,  any  invaaion  or  predatmy  incai- 
Bona  npoa  their  Isnilin;,  a*  aoon  ■>  ma;  be,  alter  the 
Praddent  of  the  United  Slate*  ahall  make  ptodamatiofl 
of  anch  event ;  providing  in  all  eaae*  where  aoch  alien* 
He  not  chargeable  with  actual  hoilili^,  that  the  period 
■attled  by  an;  treat;  with  meh  boatile  nalkin,  m  other 
naaonable  period,  accordiog  lo  the  naage  of  nation*, 
and  the  dutiea  of  homanit;,  itull  be  allowed,  br  the 
departure  of  euch  alien*,  with  all  (heii  eSecU,  fram  the 
teiritor;  of  the  United  Slatea ;  and  excepting  all  eaaes 
of  luch  alieni  to  whom  paatporte  or  licence*  of  nui- 
dence  ma;  be  granted,  conaiateDtl;  with  the  public 
mbt;." 

PROVISIONAL  ARMY. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sewall.  the  House  went 
into  a  Committee  of  ihe  Whole  on  the  bill  from 
the  Senate,  with  the  amendments  proposed  by  a 
select  cornmiiiee  thereto, authorizing  the  President 
of  the  United  States  to  nise  a  provisioiial  army; 
vhen,  the  bill  and  the  nmeDdments  having  been 
read,  the  first  amendment  came  under  considera- 
tion, viz :  to  strike  out  the  following  words : 
"whenever  he  ahall  judge  the  public  lafeiv  shall 
require  the  measure,"  and  to  insert,  in  lieu  tnereof, 
"  in  the  event  of  a  declaration  o{  war  against  the 
United  Stales,  or  of  actual  invasion  of  their  terri- 
tory byaforeign  Power.or  of  imniiaent  danger  of 
BucainvasioD,  discovered,  in  his  opinion,  toeiut." 

Mr.  Gallatin  said,  if  thi«  amendment  -was 
adopted,  it  would  prevent  a  motion  being  made  to 
stuEe  out  the  first  section  of  the  bilL  This  ameod- 
menl  woult^  ceriaioly  malie  the  bill  better  thao  it 
is  at  presCD^  as  ii  goes  to  define,  in  some  measure, 
the  cases  in  which  the  provisional  army  may  be 
raised ;  yet,  ss  he  conceived  the  amendment  did 
not  go  far  enough,  and  that,  under  oui  present 
circumstances,  it  is  not  necessary  or  proper  to  pass 
this  bill,  he  would  move  to  strike  out  the  Bret  sec- 
tion of  the  bill,  which  would  supersede  the  motion 
under  consideration.  He  would  briefly  state  his 
reasons  for  the  motion. 

He  had  said  that  the  amendment  removeu.  lu 
some  dcere&  the  objectioDs  against  the  bill ;  out 
it  was  far  from  reraoviag  them  altogether.  H< 
Allowed  the  two  first  coalia^eocies,  viz :  a  deela- 
aiion  ol  war  or  aciiial  invasion  were  definite,  and 
therefore  the  GonstitutioDal  objection  which  lay 
agaiut  the  bill,  a*  to  its  traiulerring  a  powar  to 


the  Executive  w^hich  is  vested  by  the  ConstitaiioB 
in  Congress,  viz  r  to  jud^  of  the  propriety  of  rais- 
ing an  army,  doe)  not  lie  against  ihera ;  but  the 
third,  viz:  when  tmmioent  dangtr  of  such  inva- 
sion, discovered,  in  his  opinion,  to  exist,  is  liaUe 
'  the  same  Constituiiooal  objection  to  which  the 
igioal  bill  was  liable,  as  it  left  it  to  the  opioion 
of  Ute  President  to  decide  the  proper  time  of  rais- 
ing an  army. 

Undoubtedly,  the  Constitntian'bas  foreseen,  that 
in  case*  of  imminent  danger,  the  United  States 
would  need  a  standing  army,  but  it  makes  Con- 
gress the  judge  of  this  neceaaity  ;  but  this  bill 
went  to  nuke  the  President  the  judge ;  yet  b« 
knew,  if  there  were  no  other  objection  to  this  bill, 
the  most  usual  course  wonid  have  been  to  hava 
moved  to  strike  out  the  latter  part  of  the  amend- 
But  he  conceived  it  was  not  proper,  at  [weseiit, 
to  pass  this  bill;  he  believed  it  would  be  time 
enough  to  do  it  when  we  were  convinced  of  the 
existence  of  danger.  And  he  did  not  think  there 
were  any  serious  appreheoiioos  to  be  entertained 
of  an  invasion  during  the  present  session.  The 
danger  to  be  apprehended  was  upon  our  trade ;  hot 
he  expected  no  attack  upon  oar  territory  beyond 
predatory  excursions, 'the  landing  of  a  dangerona 
class  of  persons  from  Ihe  West  India  inlands^  or  an 
attack  on  the  coast  by  some  detached  frigate*. 
But,  in  every  case,  short  of  an  actual  invasion  bf 
an  army,  be  conceived  the  militia  wonld  not  only 
be  competent  to  repel  the  attack,  but  more  so  than 
a  regular  armv'.  If  an  invasion  or  insurrectioD 
look  place  in  tae  Southern  States,  where  tbe  dan- 
ger seems  most  to  be  apprehended,  the  militia  ia 
the  neighborhood  would  be  ready,  immediaieljT, 
to  repel  or  suppress  it.  If  these  could  not  do  so, 
neither  could  a  regular  army.  The  danger  to  be 
apprehendedj  in  ease  of  an  iniurreeiion,  oran  attack 
01  that  kind,  IS  what  would  taka  place  immediately, 
and  this  could  only  be  prevented  by  the  milium 
who  are  on  the  spot;  for,  an  army  could  not  fae 
supposed  to  be  always  at  hand  to  meetany  sudden 
emergency.  He  had  no  doubt,  therefore,  the  mi- 
litia of  the  country  would  be  fully  equal  to  its  de- 
fence But  if  tbey  were  not,  the  volonteer  corps 
of  cavalry,  accoutrements  for  which  were  proposed 
lo  be  provided  by  this  bill,  might  be  called  in, 
and  wtnild  be  more  efiectual  than  any  other  force. 
He  thought,  therefore,  it  would  be  better  lo  nega- 
tive this  bill,  and  to  aJdopt  the  regulations  recom* 
mended  by  the  select  committee,  in  a  separate  bill. 
If  the  militia  was  equal  to  the  repellina  of  any 
attack,  except  from  a  regular  army,  it  coold  not  M 
apprehended  that  an  invasion  of  that  kind  could 
take  place  during  the  present  session.  The  at- 
tention of  France  is  at  present  engaged  on  yerjr 
different  objects;  and.  if>it  was  in  uieir  power, 
which  he  did  not  think  it  was,  yet  as  the  whole  of 
their  marine  strength  is  engaged  in  a  different  ob- 
ject of  much  greater  importance  to  them  than  the 
invasion  of  this  country  could  be,  they  ivDnld  not 
attempt  it  at  present.  Tbu  must  be  evident  when 
it  is  recoUected  what  a  small  force  ihey  have  em- 
ployed against  the  West  India  islands,  which  tbey 
wish   to  conquer.    We  do  not  know  thtu  IM 
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Ftencb  mean  to  inTade  ihia  couDlry  ;  everything 
on  this  subject  arose  from  ap^rebensioo,  but  we  do 
know  tbe^  wish  to  take  iheir  possesaioaa  in  the 
West  Indies,  since  they  have  made  their  restora- 
tion a  sine  qua  non  condition  of  peace ;  and  we  h.11 
know  the  force  they  have  been  able  to  send  gainst 
them.  And  what  does  it  amount  tol  In  the 
course  of  a  year  two  or  three  frigates  and  a  few 
hundred  men  with  arms.  This  is  all  the  force 
[bey  aie  able  or  willing  to  send  from  home.  In 
the  East  Indies,  where  they  have  oolooies  to  con- 
qoer  for  thenuelves  or  the  Dutch,  the  same  want 
of  force  is  to  be  seen.  It  is  certain  that  while  the 
£oropean  war  lasts,  they  are  either  uoaUe  ot 
nnwiUing  to  make  any  ^eat  exertions  at  a  dis- 
tance from  Europe.  Indeed,  if  all  the  force  they 
haTeemployed  out  ofEurope  were  to  come  against 
this  country,  it  would  be  repulsed  by  (he  militia 
in  any  part  of  the  country  where  it  might  make 
its  attack.  If,  then,  any  invasion  of  this  coimcry 
is  to  be  expected,  it  must  take  place  at  the  con- 
clusion of  the  European  war;  and,  if  it  was  then 
Btade^  lie  bad  do  doubt  of  our  being  able  to  repel  it. 
Bntj  LQ  such  case,  the  contingency  on  which  the 
nisiDR  of  this  army  ^y  this  bill  rests,  would  oot 
take  place  till  the  next  session  of  Congress.  He 
was  not,  however,  under  any  apprehension  of  its 
takiog  place  even  at  this  time  ;  and,  whan  he  said 
thia,  II  was  not  because  he  differed  in  opinion  with 
gentlemen  as  to  the  ambition  of  Fiance,  but  be- 
cause he  thought  it  was  neither  their  interest' nor 
in  their  power  to  effect  an  invasion  of  this  coun- 
try. He  believed  the  French  nation  to  be  as  am- 
bitious as  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  rep- 
resented it  to  be,  and  he  believed  every  nation  in- 
toxicated with  victory  as  she  is,  and  possessing 
powra  equal  to  her,  would  also  be  as  ambitious  as 
she  is.  If,  said  he,  this  country  was  situated  as 
near  to  France  as  Italy  and  Switzerland  are,  and 
OUT  resources  wereno  greater  than  theirs,  be  would 
agree  that  we  should  be  in  some  danger;  but,  situ- 
ated as  we  ai&  he  believed  it  would  neither  be 
in  the  power  of  France,  nor  would  ii  be  her  inter- 
est if  itwas,to  invade  ibis  counlfy  in  any  formida- 
ble maimer. 

It  is  bot  the  iliterest  of  France  to  make  an  at- 
tempt to  iuvade  this  country,  because  we  have  no 
business  in  the  political  scale  or  vortex  of  Europe. 
It  was  to  increase  ifaeir  power  in  Europe  that  the 
French  have  taken  tbosesleps  which  were  so  often 
reprobated  in  that  House  ;  but  they  could  have 
no  such  views  in  sending  a  force  Bgaiust  us.  And 
though  they  may  not  always  be  guided  in  their 
conduct  by  the  principle  of  mtereat,  their  ambition 
must  be  limited  by  (he  extent  of  their  power.  And 
ii)  twenty  years  ago,  when  oui  papulation,  and 
consequently  our  strength,  was  not  half  what  it  is 
at  present,  the  attack  of  a  nation  whose  force,  as 
ap^icable  to  any  maritime  exertion  and  to  an  in- 
TBaioo,  was  greater  than  that  of  France  and  all  her 
allies,  and  miose  monev  resources  were  far  eupe- 
rior  to  theirs,  was  not  anle  to  make  an  impressLon 
upon  this  country,  it  held  out  no  flattering  encour- 
agement to  Fiance  to  make  (be  attempt.  He 
must  confess  he  looked  upou  aU  that  was  said  of 
■       '     "  -  -    -  '   -'    -     He 


did  not  believe  any  attempt  wouM  ever  be  made, 
and  if  it  was  made  that  the  militia  alone  would  be 
sufficient  to  repel  it.  Yet  were  there  anything  like 
certainty  ot  such  an  event,  be  would  not  Iruat 
wholly  in  the  militia,  but  would  eall  the  whole  cf 
our  tesources  into  motion — he  woaldbaveaBtaad- 
ing  army  as  well  as  (he  militia. 

Under  these  impiestions,  it  was  clear  be  could 
not  vole  for  this  bill,  because  it  goes  upon  tb« 
idea  of  an  army  being  necessary  to  meet  an  inva- 
sion, of  which  be  thought  there  was  no  danger^ 
but  if  there  are  eentlemen  who  aie  of  a  differaDt 
opinion,  who  think  that  an  iorasion  will  take 
place,  and,  if  so,  that  we  must  hai«  an  army,  tw 
would  ask  if  it  could  take  place  without  being 
known  some  time  before  band  1  It  eeriaialr 
could  not,  as  such  an  undertaking  would  not  M 
entered  upon  without  imiaeDse  previotu  pnpfr- 

Wbat  is  the  intention  of  thia  bill?  It  is,  that  if 
the  President  shall  think  danger  exists,  he  shaU 
begin  (o  raise  an  army.  When  will  jbe  do  UuaS 
He  supposed  when  be  Srst  heard  of  prepBcationa 
making  for  an  invasion.  But  in  tlut  caae,  Mr. 
G.  wi^ed  to  know  whether  t&e  first  step  of  the 
President  would  not  be  to  ctUlCongisees  together  7 
Congress  were  called  together  last  Swing,  upoti 
an  occasion  far  less  important,  and  wnen  ao  un- 
miuent  danger  existed.  When  it  was  known  that 
the  President  could  convene  Congress  within  six 
weeks  after  he  was  cortvinced  the  danger  of  an 
invasion  existed,  he  submitted  to  the  commiltee, 
whether  it  was  proper  to  place  the  power  in  tl^ 
hands  of  the  President  which  the  Constitution 
has  placed  alone  in  Congress,  of  Judg^g  when  it-is 
proper  to  raise  an  army? 

Mr.  G,  said,  the  question  was,  whether  an  armf 
of  10,000  men  should  be  raised  for  mx  years,  ac- 
cordins  to  the  discretion  of  the  President,  or  w\m- 
thei  Congress  woubl  reserve  to  it^f  the  discre- 
tion of  raising  an  army  or  not,  as  it  shall  think 
proper.  He  said  six  years,  because,  though  the 
enlistments  aie  only  to  be  for  three  yearsj  yet  the 
power  of.  enlisting  was  vested  in  the  President  for 
three  years.  Ten  thousand  men,  according  to 
the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  (Mr.  Shitb,} 
wouM  cost  four  millions  dollars  a  year.  If  gen- 
tlemen  really  believed  ihcre  was  at  present  dan- 
ger of  an  inrasioD,  ibey  would  immediately  order 
an  army  to  be  raised;  but  if  they  do  not,  aji4 
choose  (o  say  the  President  shall  deiude  on  the 
danger,  as  he  conceived  this  to  be  a  dereliction  of 
duly,  he  could  not  agree  to  it,  and  therefore  he 
wisaed  to  destroy  the  bill. 

Mr.  Sgwau.  said,  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania bad  grounded  his  motion  on  the  uncoa- 
stitutiouality  and  inexpediency  of  the  present  bill. 
If  i(  is  inexpedient,  it  is  of  little  consequence 
whether  it  be  Constitutional  or  not ;  and  if  it  is  un- 
constitutional, however  expedient  it  may  be,  cer- 
tainly (he  bill  ought  not  to  pass. 

The  Constitution  appeared  to  him  so  plain  on 
this  subject,  that  he  knew  not  how  it  could  hare 
been  conceived  that  (bis  bill  was  uncoDstilutioDfll. 
To  say  that  this  bill  is  unconstitutional,  would  be 
.  to  say  that  Congress  are  unable  to  provide,  by  an* 
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ticipalioa,  for  ihe  public  defence ;  yet 
have  been  passed upoDadifiereDtprinciple.whicb 
that  gentlemaa  thought  right.  Mr.  S.  referred  to 
Ihe  law  establishing  ibe  mitifary  corpit,  in  wbich 
the  Presideot  was  authorized  to  suspend  enlist- 
meots,  if  he  thought  it  necessary.  There  were  a 
variety  of  other  inslaaces,  he  said,  but  he  could 
ODly  mention  one  more.  It  was  the  taw  respect- 
ing nlteys,  passed  dug  session,  where  the  Presi- 
dent lutd  the  power  grTen  him  to  provide  them  or 
not,  which  was  exactly  the  same  kind  of  power 
BOW  proposed  to  be  given  to  the  President. 

He  believed  every  gentleman  who  attended  to 
tiie  CoDititutioQ,  and  to  the  manner  in  which  it 
kad  been  acted  upon,  could-  have  uo  donbt  apon 
the  subject.  In  a  variety  of  cases.  Congress  did 
Bot  exercise  their  Constitutioaal  powers  ibem- 
•elves ;  they  were  frequently  obliged  to  authorize 
the  President  to  act  for  them.  And  id  this  case, 
sothing  more  is  intended  to  be  done  than  to  au- 
thorize the  President  to  raise  an  army,  in  ease  of 
certain  contingencies  happening,  viz:  in  case  of 
«  declaration  of  war,  of  actual  invasion,  or  of  im- 
mediate dan^r  of  such  invasion.  But  the  latter 
power,  it  was  said,  lef^  the  raising  of  the  new 
army  to  depend  on  the  opinion  of  the  President. 
He  did  not  conceive  this.  He  apprehended  that 
the  fact  of  the  existence  of  imminent  danger  was 
•s  ascertainable  as  the  other  two.  The  President 
"would  have  to  exercise  bis  opinion  in  alt  the  three 
oases,  bat  no  more  in  the  last  than  the  first. 

Mr.  8.  called  the  attention  of  the  committee  to 
«  claiue  of  the  Constitution,  where  the  same 
■  words  were  used  in  reference  lo  the  individual 
States  keeping  troops  on  fooL  It  is  in  the  3d  ar- 
ticle of  the  10th  section  :  '-No  Stale  shall,  with- 
out the  consent  of  Congress,  lay  any  duty  on  ton- 
nage, keep  troops,  or  ships  of  war,  in  time  of  peace, 
wiier  into  any  agreement  or  compact  witn  an- 
other State,  or  with  a  foreign  Power,  or  engage 
in  war,  unless  actually  invaded,  or  in  such  immi- 
nent danger  as  will  not  admit  of  delay."  Every 
objection  made  to  this  bill,  Mr.  S.  said,  might  be 
made  to  this  clause  of  the  Consiiiuiion ;  but  it 
ahows  that  the  framers  of  the  Constitution  were 
not  so  nice  as  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
appears  to  be.  Mr.  8.  thoup-ht  the  power  propos- 
ed to  be  vested  in  the  President  by  this  bill  was 
important  and  ^oper.  It  was  true,  that  by  this 
means  the  President  might  involve  the  country 
in  war  before  Congress  could  be  got  together ;  but 
if  the  event  was  necessary,  every  one  must  rejoice 
that  he  had  this  power. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  supposes 
there  must  be  a  knowledge  of  danger  before  any 
invasion  can  take  place.  This  argument  would 
have  applied  against  expending  any  money  on 
our  fortifications.  It  might  have  been  said  there 
was  no  need  of  expense  being  laid  out  uuon  them, 
except  we  knew  the  enemy  would  maxe  an  at- 
tack in  that  quarter.  If  nothing  was  to  be  done 
but  upon  certain  ground,  we  should  never  be  di 
fended.  This  army  was  not  necessary,  he  (Mr. 
G.)  said,  because  we  have  no  actual  proof  of  pre- 
parations being  made  for  an  invasion  of  the  conn- 
try,  and  because  it  it  neitho-  in  the  power,  nor 


lid  it  be  lo  the  interest,  of  France  to  invade  us. 
This  reasoning,  Mr.  S.  said,  might  answer  the 
purpose  of  quieting  the  minds  of  some  people,  but 
It  was  not  satisfactory  to  him.     He  should  him- 
self suppose  that  it  would  not  be  the  interest  of 
France  to  attempt  an  invasion  of  this  country ; 
yet  we  had  seen  them  invade  and  subjugate  one 
country  after  another,  where  they  had  apparently 
little  interest  to  do  so  as  thev  wonld  nave  to 
ne  against  this  country.    Tne  same  induce- 
nts  which  led  France  to  invade  most  of  those 
countries,  viz :    to  obtain  lai^  sums  of  money, 
and  other  property  from  them,  may  actuate  her 
coming  here.    The  army  of  France  appear  lo 
vern  the  Oovemment  of  that  country,  and  the 
lecutive  Directory  have,  therefore  an  interest 
getting  rid  of  them ;  and  if  they  could  send  a 
part  of  them  to  this  counirf  they  would  be  satis- 
fied, whatever  might  be  their  fate.    If  many  citi- 
zens of  iheUniied  States  ha  veapprehensionsof  this 
kiod,  and  these  apprehensions  can  be  removed  by 
a  measure  of  ihiskind,  which  would  create  no  ex- 
pense, except  the  danger  existed,  he  thought  it 
would  be  a  desirable  object. 

For  his  part,  he  should  certainly  he  in  favor  of 
the  bill ;  for,  however  distant  the  danger  may  be. 
It  is  proper  that  we  should  be  prepared  to  meet  it, 
if  it  does  come.  Besides,  if  it  was  known  in 
France  that  tbe  President  of  the  United  States 
could  immediately  call  out  10,000  men  to  repel 
any  attack  which  might  be  made,  the  knowledge 
of  this  fact  might  itself  preveDl  an  attempt  being 
made.  But  he  was  of  opinion  the  danger  mast 
be  much  more  imminent  than  at  present  to  au- 
thorize the  raising  of  these  men.  It  may  be  sup- 
posed that  England  will  be  under  the  necessity  of 
makinz  peace  with  France.    If  this  event  hap- 

gins,  France  may  perhaps  employ  a  part  of  the 
riiish  fleet  in  an  attack  on  this  country ;  at  least, 
she  will  secure  them  from  rendering  any  opposi- 
tion to  such  an  attack.  By  which  means,  she  cer- 
tainly might  make  such  a  lodgment  of  men  upon 
our  coast  as  would  call  for  an  army  equal  at  least 
to  this  to  repel  them. 

Such  an  establishment,  Mr.  S.  said^  would  have 
greatly  tha  advantage  over  the  mitiiia.  They 
were  out  only  three  months  at  a  time,  and  were 
of  course  continually  marching  and  counter- 
marching. Oo  this  account  they  are  more  expen- 
sive than  re^ar  troops.  The  manner  in  which 
militia  are  disciplined  and  officered,  he  said,  were 
also  disadvantages,  and  it  was  well  known  that  ' 
little  dependence  could  be  had  upon  militia  for 
any  length  of  time. 

Mr.  S.  concluded  by  saying,  that  France  had  at 
this  lime  a  very  large  army  in  force  on  their  coast, 
and  for  aught  we  know  it  may  be  embodying  for 
the  purpose  oi  coming  against  this  cotmtry.  Or 
suppose  they  were  to  send  out  a  fleet  to  the  West 
Indies,  but  instead  of  going  there,  it  came  forward 
to  this  country,  could  the  President  possibly  know 
of  this  in  time  to  raise  the  army  proposed  t  He 
certainly  could  not.  And  in  such  a  case,  how 
much  worse  a  situation  would  the  country  be  in. 
if,  instead  of  enlistment,  he  would  have  to  call 
Congress  together  before  be  could  do  it    He 
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hoped,  therefore,  the  bill  would  be  passed,  aa,  if  ae- 
ccBsity  does  not  require  it,  neither  will  the  officen 
be  appointed,  nor  Ibe  men  raised. 

Mr.  Dana  observed,  that  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsyhania  had  alleged  that  the  first  section  of 
this  bill  ought  to  be  expauged,  for  two  leasonn, 
Tiz:  because  [be  bill  was  unconititutional  and  in- 
expedient. 

If  the  bill  is  nnconslitutional,  the  objection  is 
decisiTe.  Whyisitso?  Because  the  (ceatleioan  from 
PennsylTsuia  says  it  transfers  to  the  Executive  a 
power  which  is  expreasly  vested  by  the  Constitu- 
tion in  Congress  alone.  In  a  former  argument, 
that  gentleman  referred  to  the  Constitution,  and 
•aid  that  it  gave  to  Coni^ss  the  sole  power  of 
raiaing  and  supporting  armies.  Congress  hasalso 
the  power  of  providing  for  calling  forth  the  mili- 
tia, and  yet  they  delegate  that  power  to  the  Presi- 
dent. Id  the  one  case,  it  is  said,  "  Congress  shall 
have  power  to  raise  and  support  armies ;"  in  the 
other,  "  Congress  shall  have  power  to  provide  for 
calling  forth  the  militia."  If  this  difference 
amounted  to  anything,  it  was  to  say,  that  where 
the  ConstilutioD  says  Congress  are  to  [trovide  for 
doing  a  thing,  they  may  delegate  their  power ; 
bat  where  the  other  phraseology  is  used,  they 
must  do  the  act  for  themselves. 

He  would  examine  this  doctrine,  and  show  it  to 
be  fallacious.  Congress  have  the  power  to  pro- 
vide for  organizing,  arming,  and  disciplining  the 
militia;  for  the  punishment  of  counterfeiters  of 
the  securities  and  current  coin  of  the  United 
States ;  and  to  lay  and  collect  taxes.  So  that, 
upon  the  principles  of  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania, Congress  must  turn  tax-gatherers,  bor- 
rowers of  money  or  money  brokers,  apprehenders 
of  coiners,  and  recruiting  sergeants,  occupations 
which  he  believed  few  of  the  gentlemen  of  that 
Boose  would  wish  to  undertake,  if  they  were  in 
other  respects  fitted  for  the  employments. 

The  gentleman's  construction,  therefore,  proves 
too  much,  and  is  perfectly  ridiculous.  What, 
then,  is  the  meaning  of  this  general  nower  placed 
in  Congress?  He  believed  it  to  be,  thai  Congress 
shall  define  the  number  of  troops  to  be  raiseiCand 
the  manner  and  the  time  of  their  service,  and 
having  done  that,  he  believed  they  have  done  all 
that  is  necessaiY,  the  rest  is  to  be  submitted  to  the 
Executive.  This  principle  was  by  no  means  a 
novel  one.  It  had  been  recognised  in  not  less  than 
ten  different  acts.  But  it  is  said  that  these  things 
only  show  that  Congress  ought  to  be  careful  how 
they  fix  precedents.  But  will  the  gentleman  Irom 
Pennsylvania  come  forward,  as  if  he  were  the 
oracle  of  political  wisdom,  the  only  high-priest  of 
the  Constitution,  end  say,  that  these  authorities 
Jiave  no  weight  1  In  domg  this  he  set  at  naught 
the  wisdom  of  all  who  had  preceded  him.  Mr. 
D.  then  enumerated  the  different  laws  in  which 
this  principle  had  been  acted  upon,  and  concluded 
by  saying,  that  if  it  was  not  tor  incurring  unne- 
cessary expense,  he  should  be  in  favor  of  calling 
out  these  men  immediately  ;  but,  not  wishing  this, 
he  was  willing  the  power  should  be  placed  in  ibe 
President  in  the  manner  proposed. 

Mr.  Bkint  said,  he  wu  not  in  the  Hoiiae  when 


the  arguments  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania were  delivered,  and  was  therefore  only  ac- 
quainted with  them  from  the  comments  which 
had  been  made  upon  them  by  the  two  gentlemeft 
last  up,  which  he  conceived  by  no  means  over- 
turned them. 

Two  questions  naturally  present  themselves  to 
the  mind  on  this  occasion  j  the  one  as  it  respects 
the  constituiionsliiy  of  the  bill,  and  (he  other  at 
to  itslexpediency.  And  it  had  struck  him,  from 
the  first  moment  the  subject  came  before  the 
House,  that  the  power  proposed  to  be  placed  in 
the  hands  of  the  President  ov  this  hill,  was  pe>- 
fectlv unconstitutional;  nor  haa  he  heard  anything 
in  tne  discussion  which  could  induce  bim  to 
chan^  his  opinion.  A  variety  of  precedents  have 
been  introduced  to  show  that  similar  powers  have 
been  given  in  former  instances.  But  those  pre- 
cedents had  no  influence  upon  him.  If  the  acta 
referred  to  were  unconstitutional,  they  still  remain 
so.  Error  will  continue  to  be  error  however  fre- 
quently it  is  repeated. 

Without  examining  whether  the  precedents 
which  had  been  adduced  were  in'  point,  he  would 
leave  tbem,  end  examine  the  question  on  its  own 
merits  as  a  Constitutional  question. 

The  Constitution  says,  Congress  shall  have 
power  to  raise  and  support  armies.  The  power 
IS  as  explicit,  as  defined  as  it  could  be.  But  what 
is  the  purpose  of  this  bill  1  It  is  lo  give  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States  the  uncontrolled 
right,  for  six  years,  to  determine  whether  or  not 
an  army  shall  be  raised.  Congress,  then,  in  whom 
alone  tne  Constitution  has  placed  the  power  of 
raising  armies,  will  be  deprived,  during  (hat  time, 
of  that  power.  And  if  Congress  have  the  power 
of  divesting  themselves  of  this  right,  and  trans- 
ferring it  for  six  years,  they  may  do  it  for  ten 
years,  or  for  a  term  equal  to  the  existence  of  the 
Constitution.  But  he  did  not  believe  they  had 
the  power  of  making  this  transfer. 

The  words  in  the  Constitution,  giving  the 
power  to  Congress  of  declaring  war,  are  the  same 
with  those  giving  them  the  power  of  raising  an 
army ;  yet,  iT  a  proposition  was  made  to  transfer 
to  the  President  the  right  of  declaring  war  in  cer- 
tain contingencies,  the  measure  would  at  once 
appear  so  outrageous,  that  it  would  meet  with 
immediate  opposition ;  but  the  transfer  of  one 
power  woula  not  be  more  unconstitutional  than 
the  other;  both  were  vested  with  them, and, wit h> 
out  a  most  shameful  dereliction  of  duty,  thef 
could  not  divest  themselves  of  them. 

Bat  the  gentleman  from  Maasachtisetta  has  sup- 
posed thai  this  objection  is  removed,  by  the  exer- 
cise of  the  power  being  made  to  depend  on  cer- 
tain cDoiiDgenctes.  The  thing  amounts  to  the 
same,  the  President  is  to  raise  the  army  whenever, 
in  his  opinion,  imminent  danger  of  an  invasion 
exists;  tberefore,  the  raising  of  it  will'depend 
upon  his  will,  as  he  alone  is  to  determine  when 
this  danger  exists.  And  the  question  retums,liat 
Congress  a  right  to  deprive  themselves  of  this 
power,  in  order  to  give  it  to  the  President?  To 
his  mind,  there  couut  be  no  proposition  more  evi- 
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dent  ihan  that  they  must  ttiemselves  exeicise  the 
power. 

But  the  ffemlemao  from  MasBBchusetts  has  said, 
that  the  words  of  the  clause  in  the  Coastitutiaii 
which  forbids  individual  Slates  from  eu^gia^  id 
war,  ate  as  follows :  ''  Ez(?t[it  in  case  ofinvasioo. 
orimmiDentdaagei,  which  will  admit  of  no  delay." 
This,  Mr.  B.  said,  was  a  very  diflereut  thing  Trom  the 
present  bill.  This  power  wasasorC  of  self-defence. 
which  was  to  be  used  in  cases  of  ueeessicy,  and  of 
which  we  cannot  divest  ourselves,  ia  cases  where 
the  usistance  of  the  United  States  conld  not  be 
obtained.  The  power  could  not  be  abused,  as  no 
particular  interest  could  arise  from  the  employ- 
ment of  it.  There  was,  therefore,  no  analogy  be- 
tween the  two  cases. 

In  short,  from  every  view  which  he  had  been 
able  to  give  the  subject,  he  was  decidedly  of  opinion 
that  Congress  ought  immediately  to  proceed  to 
the  raising  of  an  army,  or  defer  it  altogether  until 
their  next  meeting. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  had  hitherto  confined  himself  to 
the  unconstitutionality  of  the  measure ;  but,  as 
others  may  differ  from  him  in  opinion  in  this  re- 
spect, he  would  consider  the  expediency  of  it ;  and 
he  would  freely  declare  for  himself,  that  if  the 
President  might  be  legally  empowered  to  raise 
this  army  in  the  way  proposed,  there  is  no  circum- 
stance in  our  present  situation  which  would  induce 
him  to  raise  one  man.  He  had  himself  no  appre- 
hension of  an  invasion,  and,  until  he  saw  some- 
thing more  threatening  than  at  present,  he  should 
never  consent  to  the  increase  of  our  present  Mili- 
tary Establishment. 

Gentlemen  may  declaim  as  much  as  they  will 
about  the  incapacity  of  the  United  States  iivrepel 
invasion.  He  believed  himself  that  the  militia  of 
the  country  are  equal  toils  defence;  he  believed 
with  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  (Mr.  R. 
WiLLiAMa)  "that  slaves  fight  for  money,  and  free- 
men for  liberty."  He  did  not  mean,  he  said,  by 
dustocastaoy  reflection  upon  hired  soldiers;  but 
he  believed  that  freemen,  possessed  of  everything 
Talunble  in  society  that  linerty  and  good  govern- 
ment  could  give,  would  always  be  ready  to  repel 
any  invasion  which  may  be  attempted  against 
them,  and,  until  Congress  can  be  got  together,  he 
believed  our  militia  would  be  perfeclty  competent 
to  our  defence;  for,  notwithstandifigwhat  bad  been 
taid  with  respect  to  the  incompetency  of  our  mili- 
tia, he  would  say  that  their  services  in  our  Revolu- 
tion proved  the  contrary.  He  would  travel  with 
gentlemen  from  the  East  to  the  South,  and  he  was 
certain  that  the  conduct  of  these  degraded  militia, 
daring  the  war,  might  be  compared  with  that  of 
the  regular  army,  wiihoot  any  dishonor  to  them. 

Mr.  B.  said  it  was  a  very  memorable  circum- 
■tance,  that  in  the  argument  on  this  subject  here' 
tofore,  and  in  private  eonrersaiion,  this  provisional 
army  was  always  said  to  be  wanted  for  the  South- 
ern parfs  of  the  Union.  The  Saslern  States,  it 
was  observed,  considered  themselves  as  perfectly 
rafe ;  but,  from  their  tratemal  affection  and  abun- 
dant care  for  their  lister  States,  the  gentlemen 
from  those  States  wished  to  ^ovide  tot  the  ae- 
earity  of  the  Sontbern  States.   For,  it  is  a  faet  that 


(he  desire  for  this  army  originates  with  gentlemen 
from  the  Eastward,  who  confess  they  do  not  want 
it  for  themselves,  and  the  Representatives  of  the 
Southern  Stales,  generally  speaking,  are  opposed 
to  an  establishment  of  this  kind. 

[Mr.  Dana  did  not  recollect  that  any  gentleman 
had  said  the  Eastern  States  were  tecure  from  in- 
vasion.] 

Mr.  B.  said  he  knew  that  one  of  the  most  co- 
gent reasons  urged  in  favor  of  this  army  was,  that 
the  Southern  Stales  stood  in  need  of  them  in  order 
to  quell  anv  insurrection  which  might  take  place 
among  the  blacks  in  those  quarters. 

[Mr.  Sewall  said  he  had  made  use  of  an  et- 
pression  which  he  believed  had  been  misunder- 
stood. He  spoke  of  the  militia  of  the  Southern 
States  as  not  being  in  so  good  order  as  those  of 
the  Eastern  States,  and  that  it  would  be  better, 
therefore,  for  the  President  to  have  power  to  raise 
an  army  for  the  defence  of  those  Stales,  than  that 
the  militia  should  be  marched  from  ih«  Eastwaxd 
for  the  purpose.] 

With  respect  to  the  disorganized  state  of  tbe 
militia  to  the  Southward,  Mr.  B.  believed  he  could 
speak  to  that  point  as  well  as  ^e  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  and  he  could  say,  with  truth,  that 
the  miliiia  of  the  State  which  ,he  represented  waa 
better  organized  now  than  il  was  during  the  war, 
and  it  will  be  remembered  that  the  great  part  oflhe 
defence  of  that  Slate  was  then  performed  by  the 
militia.  There  were  also  at  that  time  a  greaterpro- 
portion  of  blacks  than  there  are  at  this  time,  and 
the  enemy  with  whom  we  had  then  to  combat, 
offered  as  great  inducement  to  alienate  them  as 
Victor  Hugues  or  any  other  person  can  do.  Those 
Srates,  however,  not  only  kept  the  blacks  in 
subordination,  but  repulsed  the  invading  enemy. 
He  was  willing  to  pledge  his  own  respouiibility  m 
saying,  that  if  the  Southern  Slates  are  suffered  to 
.  remain  as  they  are,  they  will  he  eijnal  to  their  own 
defence.  With  respect  to  the  disorganized  state 
of  the  Southern  militia,  let  him  ask  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts,  and  those  who  had  reiterated 
the  remarks,  whether  it  was  justified  in  their  con- 
duct in  marching  to  suppress  Ine  insurrection  which 
took  place  a  few  years  ago  in  the  western  part  of 
this  State?  It  certainly  was  not,  for  when  they 
were  called  out  to  carry  into  effecla  law  which  was 
extremely  obnoxious  to  them  (he  said  extremely 
obnoxious,  because  none  ever  was  more  so  than 
the  Excise  law  to  the  people  of  Virginia)  ye^  not- 
withstanding the  disorganized  staieof  the  militia  of 
Virginia,  notwithstanding  they  were  called  upon 
at  a  very  short  notice,  they  were  ready  sooner  thftn 
the  most  sangnine  expected  them.  And  they  were 
not  then  called  upon  to  meet  a  foreign  enemy,  but 
their  fellow  citzens— men  with  whom  they  had 
fought  side  by  side  for  their  liberty  and  indepen- 
dence; yet,  notwithstanding  their  disorganized 
slate,  they  were  capable  of  discerning  the  necessity 
of  crushing  an  opposition  to  the  execution  of  the 

As  to  a  French  invasion,  and  that  it  is  necesrary 
to  have  an  army  to  prevent  il,  it  is  idle  and  vain 
to  talk  of  it  i  il  it  a  mere  bugbear.  Gentlemen 
who  apeak  of  this  have  aurely  forgotten  the  im- 
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meuse  ocean  whicli  happily  separates  ur  from  £u- 
iope,as  well  as  the  immense  militia  of  thecouDtry. 
Let  xti,  said  he,  go  on  aad  make  the  people  salu- 
tary laws;  let  the  people  experieoce  ttie  Slessiogs 
(tfagood  guveramenl;  convince  tbem  tliat  every 
civil  institution  is  intended  to  piomote  their  hap- 
piness, and  you  will  not  require  a  slandinz  army 
either  to  defend  the  country  against  inleia^  or  ex- 

The  gentleman  from  Massachuelts  apprehends 
that  France  may  invade  us  before  we  expect  it. 
Because  she  has  a  lar^e  army  on  ber  coast,  ne  sup- 
poses she  may  immediately  transport  them  to  our 
coast,  and  ovetwhelm  us  with  them.  But  when 
he  recollects  the  distanbe  there  is  betweenlhera  and 
us,  he  must  be  convinced  ibat  the  French  have 
Ito  means  of  transporting  a  large  aiiuy  here,  exoept 
they  employ  balloons  for  the  purpose.  He  believed 
the  danger  did  not  exist,  nor  did  he  believe  there 
wasany  disposition  iu France  to  invade  u.i.  Even 
if  she  possesses  all  that  spirit  of  domination  of 
which  gentlemen  speak,  she  need  not  pass  a  tem- 
pestuous ocean  to  exercise  iL  as  there  are  much 
more  convenient  situations  than  this  country,  for 
her  purpose,  nearer  home.  If  abe  be  not  restramed 
by  moral  considerations,  therefore  those  of  con- 
Teuience  will  be  sufficiently  operative. 

Mr.  B.  concluded  by  saying,  that  there  could 
scarcely  be  any  situation  in  which  he  should  be  in- 
duced to  vote  for  raising  a  standing  army,  as  he 
considered  standing  armies  as  the  nane  and  de- 
struction of  freecountries.  and  nothing  but  a  citua- 
lion  of  things  which  would  make  it  essentially 
cessary,  could  prevail  upon  him  to  go  into  _.. 
measure.  Not  being  alarmed  to  the  extent  which 
some  gentlemen  appear  to  be,  he  was  willing  to 
let  things  remain  as  they  are ;  lor  he  was  no  more 
tpprehensive  of  an  invasion,  than  he  was  appre- 
hensive of  being  transported  oefore  night  into  the 

Mr.  Oria  observed  that  this  bill  was  objected 
to  on  the  ground  of  its  unconstitutionality,  as  if  it 
were  intended  by  it  to  delegate  the  power  which 
belongs  to  Congress  to  raise  an  army  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States;  whereas  no  sDch  thing 
is  intended— this  army  will  not  be  raised  by  the 
President,  bul  by  this  House.  The  bill  was  pro- 
posed, indeed,  to  be  passed  in  a  form  which  would 
make  the  raising  of  the  army  depend  upon  cer- 
tain contiagencies,  to  be  judged  of  by  the  President 


o  know  what  difference  there  would  be  between 
^ving  the  President  the  powec  of  raising  an  army, 
in  case  of  a  declaration  of  war,  an  invasion,  or  of 
there  being  imminent  daoger  of  invasion,  a  ' 
his  calling  Congress  together  for  the  purpose, 
any  of  tbose  events?  Aad  be  would  ask  also 
whether,  if  it  was  theopinionof  the  President  that 
the  country  was  in  imminent  danger  of  being  inva- 
ded, any  genlleman  W0)4d  wish  to  take  so  much 
lesponsibitiiy  upon  himself  as  to  oppose  the  raii 
ing  of  an  army? 

Wherever  absolute  power  was  iitvested,  thei 
could  b«  no  doubt  but  that  tuwet  might  be  exe- 
cuted upou  a  couditioD.    If  Coagress  could 


army  to-morrow,  ihey  certainly  might  order  it 

be  raised  in  the  manner  proposed;  as  no  mem- 
ber could  ascertain  the  extent  of  danger  for  hiia- 
«lf,  he  must  in  some  measure  depend  upon  the 
President  for  his  information. 

The  gentleman  last  up  says  theprecedents  which 
had  been  adduced  produced  no  effect  upon  hi* 
mind,  as  error  must  forever  remain  error ;  but  he 
believed  that  when  once  a  precedent  was  estab- 
lished, the  consequence  of  domg  it  away  ought  to 
be  considered  before  it  is  reversed.  If  the  acts  in 
which  this  principle  is  recognised,  be  declared 
unconstitutional,  what  becomes  of  your  preseitt 
Military  Establishment,  of  your  galleys,  &c.l  The 
whole  laws  aud  establishments  must  be  dissolved. 
The  present  military  force  would  be  unconsti- 
tutional, all  the  money  borrowed  on  loan  would  be 
uncoDsCituiional,  and  everything  done  under  these 
several  laws  would  be  null  and  void.  If  this 
course  was  to  be  taken,  some  new  mode  of  doing 
business  must  be  invented. 

Suppose,  if,  instead  of  authorizing  the  Preu- 
dent  to  raise  an  army,  in  case  certain  contingeit- 
cies  take  place,  Congress  were  immediately  to 
order  the  army  to  be  raised,  might  they  not  say 
that  the  President  shoujd  have  power  (as  they  had 
heretofore  done)  of  forbearing  to  -raise  them,  if,  m 
bis  opinion,  circumstances  shall  have  so  changed 
as  to  make  the  army  unnecessary  1  They  certain* 
ly  might,  and  the  two  powers  amounted  to  the 
same  thing. 

Mr.  O.  said  he  should  not  follow  gentlemen 
through  all  the  remarks  which  they  had  made  rdfr- 
tive  to  the  expediency  of  the  present  measure) 
but  he  would  notice  such  as  he  thought  bad  any 
weight.  It  was  said  no  invasion  of  this  country 
could  be  expected,  because  it  was  neither  in  the 
power  nor  was  it  the  interest  of  France  to  invade 
this  country.  But  there  may  be  meu  in  power  in 
France  who  have  an  interest  in  it;  and  he  should 
think  it  natural  for  them  to  coneive  that  they  had 
thepower,  if  we  declined  to  raise  any  force  agaiDSI 
them.    Besides,  if  tbey  think  they  can  detach  oite 

Kri  of  our  country  fromanother,  and  that  they  have 
re  a  strong  partyfin  their  favor,  they  may  invade 
the  country,  not  with  a  veiew  of  conquering  i^ 
but  merely  for  the  purpose  of  displacing  the  pres- 
ent Admmistratioii,  and  of  fixing  another  m  its 
stead  more  to  their  taste.  He  did  not  himMlf 
think  the  French  had  the  power  of  invading  the 
country,  not  did  he  think  they  would  find  it  to  be 
their  interest,  but  perha^  Ihey  might  not  foresee 
this; and  ougnt  not  a  sufficient  number  of  reguUi 
troops  to  be  raised  to  give  aid  to  the  militia,  and  tq 
impart  to  tbem  discipline  and  courage!  CoiUd 
there  be  anjr  feai  that  the  President  would  raise 
these  men,  if  no  danger  ihteatened  the  coiuUryl 
He  did  not  believe  that  this  could  be  apprehendedt 
But  it  was  said  ibst  if  the  coimtiy  was  inva- 
ded, the  militia  of  the  country  would  ba  compe- 
tent to  its  defence.  He  was  surprised  to  hew 
the  position  advanced.  He  belieTed  the  mUitieof 
tbia  country  was  as  good  as  that  of  any  othei; 
but  would  any  man  say  that  militia  wers  able  to 
stand  against  veteran  soldiers?  Was  nothiBgdiit 
todisci^peandtvpertence?  If  we  ware  invaded, 
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would  it  be  bv jnilitjamen  1  No;  it  would  be  by 
men  who  would  laugh  at  the  idea  of  being  opposed 
by  militia.  Militia  might  fight  rery  well  for  a 
short  time;  but  they  coo  Id  not  be  expected  lobe 
successful  ogaiast  regular  troops.  It  was  I'aio  aud 
idle,  therefore,  to  talk  of  defence,  except  ^enclemeo 
would  concur  in  raisiaff  an  arojy.  If  an  invasion 
was  attempted,  it  would  be  of  greal  consequence 
that  we  should  have  experienced  officers  ready  to 
take  the  Geld  immediately. 

The  gendeman  last  up  had  descanted  on  the 
invidious  comparisons  which  had  been  made  be- 
tween the  militia  of  the  Eastern  and  Southern 
States.  Every  opinion  which  he  had  of  the  South- 
ern militia,  he  had  gathered  from  gentlemen  from 
that  quarter  of  the  country.  He  had  been  informed 
that  out  of  7,000  militia  in  North  Carolina  only 
500  had  aims;  and  when  the  militia  bill  was  under 
consideration,  he  understood  that  the  militia  of 
that  eountrv  wai  in  a  very  indifferent  state.  And 
as  he  considered  himself  as  much  interested  in  the 
defence  of  the  Southern  as  the  Eastern  States,  all 
beinga  part  of  the  common  country  whose  interests 
he  had  to  consider,  he  had  as  much  right  to  con- 
sider what  was  necessary  for  the  defence  of  those 
States  as  any  other.  He  should  he  sorry  to  have 
that  part  of  the  Union  overrun,  and  if  it  could  be 
prevented  by  10  or  15,000  troops,  he  should  wish 
to  raise  them  for  the  purpose.  Not  that  the  danger 
of  invasion  was  confined  to  the  Southern  country. 
It  was  quite  as  likely  to  take  place  to  the  Eastward. 
The  port  of  Newport  was  as  likely  to  be  attacked 
aa  any  other  in  tlie  Union;  because  if  an  enemy 
^t  possession  of  chat  port,  they  could  go  out  and 
in  when  (hey  liked,  and  extend  their  depredations 
to  the  Southward  or  GaEtward  at  pleasure.  But 
thegenlleman  from  Virginia  says  the  militia  of  that 
State  did  wonders  in  uie  war.  He  did  not  wish 
to  depreciate  the  militia,  he  was  one  of  them 
himsvlf ;  but  though  the  militia  was  very  service- 
able in  the  war,  yet  be  did  not  think  they  were 
the  principal  defence  of  the  Southern  couotry; 
Ihey  sometimes  fought  well,  but  they  also  some- 
times ran  away.  Indeed,  he  believed  the  idea  was 
apart  of  the  world  given  up  that  a  militia 
to  the  complete  defence  of  any  country. 


■  equi 


And  was  nothing  due  to  the  opinion  of  othi.. 
countries  in  tbis  respect?  Shall  we,  said  he,  stand 
atill  jod  say  to  our  enemv,  "we  know  you  cannot 
and  will  not  invade  us?"  Ifwearenot  invaded, 
it  will  be  because  there  will  be  no  prospect  of  suc- 
cess; and  except  means  of  defence  were  taken,  this 
prospect  may  not  appear  clear;  for,  however  con- 
fident  we  may  be  in  our  militia,  we  shall  not  be 
able  to  make  the  vsteran  troops  of  Europe  believe 
that  ihey  can  defend  us.  It  was  therefore  worth 
a  hiiBdr«dtimes  the  expense  of  raising  these  troops, 
to  change  the  opinion  which  may  be  entertained 
of  our  weakness  in  that  part  of  the  world,  and  to 
eonviace  them  that  we  mean  to  be  prepared  to 
tneet  any  attack  which  may  be  made  upon  us. 

Bat  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  had  said 
an  invasion  could  not  be  expected  during  the 
petent  season.  He  had  himself  no  idea  of  an  in- 
▼asioD  whilst  the  war  continued  in  Europe;  but 
if  an  end  was  put  to  that,  it  would  be  more  likely 


that  an  attack  should  be  made  upon  us  during  this 
season  than  at  any  oiher.  When  the  Army  rf 
England,  as  it  is  called,  and  the  ships  preparing 
to  convey  It,  shall  be  no  longer  wanted  for  what 
was  said  to  be  their  present  object ,  nothing  would 
be  more  easy  than  to  send  these  soldier's  and  ves- 
sels either  against  this  country,  or  to  Louisiana, 
and  he  should  consider  one  step  pretty  much  the 
same  as  the  other.  After  all  that  had  been  heard 
of  the  secret  articles  in  the  treaty  between  France 
and  Spain,  such  an  event  was  not  at  all  improba- 
ble; and  if  such  an  event  were  to  take  place,  he 
believed  more  than  either  10  or  15,000  men  would 
be  wanted. 

He  owned  he  had  rather  provision hadbeeo  made 
for  50,000 than  10,000  men,  as  no  eifiengewauld  be 
called  for,  except  there  was  a  necessity  for  raising 
the  men,  and  if  there  wa-i  that  necessity,  he  should 
wish  the  force  to  be  sufficient  for  the  purpose  for 
which  it  was  raised.  The  only  question  at  present 
was,  whether,  from  a  Constitutional  doubt  which 
had  no  foundation,  the  House  would  refuse  to  give 
the  President  the  power  proposed,  and  by  that 
means  delay  the  raising  of  men  until  the  Presi- 
dent should  call  Congress  together,  which  would 
be  at  least  two  months  after  the  danger  appeared. 
In  his  opinion,  tbis  was  no  time  for  making  these 
nice  Conslitutiooat  scruples;  he  thought  (he 
power  oua^ht  to  be  given,  or  the  army  immediately 
raised,  fodeed  no  army  could  be  raised  without 
giving  to  the  President  a  certain  degree  of  power. 
For  his  part,  he  thought  as  much  discretion  waa 
given  to  the  President  when  an  army  was  ordered 
to  be  raised  immediately,  as  in  the  mode  proposed 
by  this  bill.  And  the  power  to  raise  an  army, 
when  a  certain  contingency  shall  take  place,  was 
by  no  means  equal  to  the  power  placed  in  (he  Presi- 
dent of  commanding  the  army  when  it  is  raised. 
Mr.    O.    hoped  therefore  the  section  would  be 

Mr.  McDowell  was  much  better  ptc*^  with 
the  amendment  proposed  b^  the  select  committee, 
than  with  the  bill  as  it  originally  came  from  the 
Senate;  but  he  had  abjections  to  the  amendment 
00  Constitutional  ground.  He  believed  the  powei 
of  determining  the  fit  time  tu  raise  an  army  was 
vested  in  Congress,  and  could  not  be  transferred. 
Hedidnotwishtoputit  in  the  power  of  the  President, 
or  of  any  other  man,  or  body  of  men,  to  appoint  a 
large  number  of  officers,and  create  verv  heavy  ex- 
pense without  necessity.  Especially  when  he  saw, 
from  the  communications  which  were  before  the 
House,  that  there  was  reason  to  believe  that  if  this 
power  was  given,  the  President  would  immedratelf 
appoidt  officers,  and  proceed  to  raise  the  men.  li 
the  situation  of  the  country  requires  an  army  (o  be 
raised,  he  wished  gentlemen  to  say  so,  and  propose 
a  resolution  to  that  effect.  For  his  own  part,  he  did 
not  believe  the  present  situation  of  the  country 
required  i(;  but  that  the  militia  was  equal  to  the 
defence  ofthe  country,  al4east  in  the  first  instance. 
If  we  were  invadedbyaformidablefoe,an  establish- 
ment of  the  kind  proposed,  and  to  ■  much  greatn 
extent,  might  be  necessary.  But  (he  gentleman 
last  up  says  our  militia  are  wanting  in  discipline 
and  arms,  and  indifferently  officered,  and  therefore 


DiqinzedhyGoOt^le 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


Mat,  1798.] 


[H.c 


upon. 
Idle  the  ( 


an  mrmj'  is  necessary.  He  could  not  tee  himself 
how  ft  cbaoge  of  D&nie  could  make  an;  differeoce 
in  the  compeUiDce  of  force.  It  was  neither  bounty, 
nor  a  coal,  th&t  could  make  a  soldier.  If  an  invasion 
take  place,  the  militia  must  be  relied  upon  at  the 
fiist.  As  to  what  the  gentleman  had  said  about 
the  militia  being  badly  tCsciplined  and  officered,  it 
might  in  some  respects  be  true;  but,  so  far  as  it  re- 
lated to  the  militia  of  North  Carolina,  he  would 
tell  that  gentleman  that,  whoever  were  his  infor- 
mants, iheassertion  was  not  correct.  The  militia 
of  that  State  bad,  in  most  instances,  been  able 
to  repel  any  force  which  had  come  against  them, 
with  the  assistance  of  but  very  few  r^ulars.  But 
■oppose  the  gentleman  had  his  10,000  men,  when 
they  were  dstribnted  to  the  diflerenl  parts  of  the 
Unton,  h  would  afford  bnt  a  small  number  to  each, 
and  the  militia  must  at  least  principally  be  depend- 
Except  gentleroeo  wished,  therefore,  to 
vithastaadinKBrmy,hethDught 
ueyougni  noi  lo  vote  for  this  oill,  as  they  muRl 
«e«how  difficult  it  is  to  get  rid  of  any  force  which 
has  once  been  raised.  Let  them  also  recollect  how 
much  the  appointment  of  agreatnumber  of  officers 
in  the  army  would  increase  the  infltience  of  the 
Eiecutire,  and  conseauently  the  dangerous  effect 
il  would  have  upon  ine  liberty  and  independence 
of  the  country.  The  expense  was  a  very  con- 
nderable  object,  but  that  which  he  had  last  named 
was,  in  his  opinion,  still  greater. 

Ctentlemen  had  spoken  of  the  codv 
which  had  taken  place  between  X,  Y,  and  Z,  and 
out  Envoys  in  Paris,  which  they  seemed  to  think 
threatened  ereat  dasgers  to  ibis  country.  He 
owoed  that  he  relied  but  little  upon  that  unofficial 
iitformation,  which  he  could  not  consider  as  eom- 
ingfrom  the  French  natiao.  If  the  opinioDs  of 
individuals  in  any  country  were  to  be  taken  and 
KCted  upon  as  (he  opinions  of  the  oation  lo  which 
they  have  formed  a.  port,  we  should  be  continually 
in  error ;  this  mi^ht  be  judged  of  from  what  we 
we  at  home,  for,  if  the  opinions  of  some  individual 
IB  this  country,  or  the  opinions  which  are  issued 
from  some  of  tne  presses  here,  were  to  be  taken  ■• 
the  opinions  of  the  country,  aud  acted  upon  by  the 
BVench  QoTernmeot,  we  should  think  it  a  very 
extraordinary  procedure.  For  his  part  he  did  not 
rely  upon  these  communications,  and  he  was  per- 
suaded this  country  woold  be  secure  from  inva- 
sion from  France,  from  its  not  being  in  her  power 
to  undertake  it,  and  if  it  were,  that  it  would  not  be 
her  interest  lo  attempt  it. 

One  word,  Mr.  McD.  said,  with  respect  to  the 
militia,  and  be  had  done.    The  gentleman  last  up 
■aid  it  was  impossible  thpt  they  Oinld  contend 
with  old  veteran  troops.    That  gentleman,  he  be- 
lieved,  had  himself  never  had  any  experience 
fighting,  and  he  depended  too  much  upon  nam 
He  himself  was  aoquainted    with    instances 
which  out  militia  bad  overturned  the  greatest  y 
•rmns]  and  if  t  lis  was  not  sufficient,  if  the  gentle- 
Oiftti  would  recollect  that  some  of  die  most  bril- 
liant aehievements  of  the  French  armies  were  ac- 
complished   by    new,    undisciplined    troops,    he 
would  no  longer  insist  upon  bis  opinion  that  wt 
Bust  hftTe  a  stsmding  army  to  meet  an  inTasion. 


Mr.  HAnPEH  coaldnot  persuade  himself  that  the 
arguments  adduced  against  the  uq const itutioualitf 
of  the  present  bill,  werecapahleof  a  serious  reply  ; 
but,  with  respect  to  the  expediency  of  th^mea»- 
ure,  he  thought  there  were  some  considerations 
worthy  of  notice,  which  had  not  been  laid  before 
the  committee. 

Gentlemen  opposed  to  this  measure  are  coit- 
_»ntly  contrasting  the  services  of  the  militia  with 
those  of  regular  troops.  Nobody  had  said  that  the 
defence  of  the  country  ought  to  depend  upon  reg- 
ular troops  entirely,  or  apoa  the  militia  entirely, 
yet  gentlemen  argue  as  if  the  question  was  whe- 
tber  the  country  should  be  defended  by  the  one  or 
the  other.  They  gave  the  force  proposed  to  be 
raised,  indeed,  a  name  which  does  not  belong  to  it. 
viz ;  that  of  a  standing  army.  Was  a  body  of 
troops,  raised  only  for  three  J^f,  W  be.  called  a 
standiiig  army  7  A  regular  force  kud  a  standing 
army  are  quite  different  thiogK.  A  standing  army 
is  wholly  in  the  power  of  the  Bzetfutive  of  a 
country,  and  not  liable  to  be  pot  down ;  such  an 
esiablisbm'tnt  would  be  alarming  in  this  country, 
and  it  had  been  efieeinally  prevented  by  the  Coo- 
stitutioD,  which  declares  that  no  appropriation  for 
an  arnty  shall  be  made  for  more  than  two  years. 

Mr.  H.  said,  he  was  strongly  impressed  with  the 
usefulness  of  militia  ;  he  wliered  they  were  the 
great  strength  of  this  country  ;  but  he  did  not  be- 
lieve they  could  be  called  into  serriee  with  suffi- 
cient promptness,  without  <he  aid  of  regular 
troops,  and  gentlemen  who  speak  of  their  experi- 
cannot  controvert  this  point.  They  say  the 
_._  ia  might  be  called  out  to  meet  any  predatory 
attack;  but  experience  did  not  confirm  this.  It 
was  well  known  that  in  sparsely  settled  countries 
the  militia  could  not  be  promptly  called  into  sei^ 
viiJe ;  in  compact  settlements,  he  knew  the  eoa- 
trary  was  true.  In  that  part  of  the  country  where 
this  defence  was  most  wanted,  the  settlement  is 
thin,  and  the  militia  not  being  used  to  act  to- 
gether, would,  at  first,  make  but  an  indifferent  de-' 
fence.  In  the  late  war,  the  militia  were  almost 
constantly  intermixed  with  regular  troops,  and  he 
would  not  stop  to  lay  how  often  they  were  defeat- 
ed notwithiitanding. 

It  was  also  well  known  how  long  it  took  to  or- 
^  loize  these  troops,  and  how  much  the  enemy 
gained  on  account  of  these  delays ;  yet  we  are  lo' 
say  because  onr  militia  are  brave,  and  the  people  are 
attached  to  their  liberty,  no  other  troops  shall  be 
employed  in  the  defence  of  them  but  the  militia. 
He  knew  that  the  people  were  attached  to  thei* 
rights,  and  would  defend  them ;  but  he  also  knew 
that  something  more  than  a  disposition  to  do  il 
was  necessary ;  they  must  have  skill,  and  what  ill 
more  important,  they  must  have  commanders.  He 
himself  belonged  to  one  of  the  best  corps  of  mili- 
tia in  South  Carolina,  which,  though  composed  (rf 
persons  who  bad  the  greatest  stake  m  the  country; 
wanted  disciphne,  and  was  far  from  beio^  prompt 
in  obedience  to  orders.  Indeed,  be  believed  the 
militia  wanted  pnly  the  habits  of  soldiers  to  tnake 
them  equal  lo  regular  troops.  But  gentlemen  say 
that  there  is  no  danger  of  an  inrasion  from  Eu- 
rope, as  Vrance  had^  neither  troops  nor  ships  for 
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ike  purpose,  betog  wholly  engaged  in  her  project 
agauut  England.  But,  are  there  do  FreQchmeo 
but  ID  Europe  ?  Did  geotlemeD  look  at  the  situ- 
AtioD  d{  the  Southern  States  1  It  was  true,  the 
gentlemaa  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Brent)  had  taken 

ri  him  to  say  that  be  would  be  responsible  for 
safety  of  the  Southern  Stales,  from  the  mili- 
tia alone ;  but,  thoueii  that  gentleman  mi^ht  be 
well  acqoainled  with  the  seacoast  of  Virginia,  be 
believed  he  knewlitlleof  that  between  CbarlestOD 
and  SaTBDDah.    It  was  disagreeable  to  him  to 

Ei>int  out  the  weak  places  of  tne  Union,  nor  would 
a  have  done  it,  bad  not  genilemen  spoien  of  the 
■kfeiy  of  that  coast  Mr.  H.  tbeo  mentioned  sev- 
anl  {daces  where  attacks  might  be  made  with  fa> 
cility  and  success.  We  know,  said  he.  that  Victor 
Hugnes  and  Toussaint  have  each  of  titeni  oonaid- 
enUe  force,  and  though  not  sufficient,  perhaps,  to 
aKDcl  tbe  troops  from  St.  Domingo,  they  migDi  be 
MnSeieni  to  send  against  our  Southern  coast,  and 
do  coDsiderable  damage  before  any  opposition 
oould  be  made  to  them,  except  we  haa  a  lew  thou- 
sand tegular  troops ntationed  in  that  quarter;  and 
if  they  were  to  get  possession  of  Sarannah  or 
CharlestDn,  they  might  do  immense  mischief  be- 
fore they  could  m  dislodged.  He  believed  it  would 
be  wise  to  prevent  this  mischief,  and  that  would 
be  most  effectually  done  by  giving  ibe  President 
tbe  power  proposed. 

Besides,  some  regntd  was  due  to  the  feelings  of 
tbe  people  in  tbat  part  of  the  country  ;  they  are 
ajaimea  on  account  of  their  situation,  and  wish 
Congress  to  take  some  measures  for  their  defence. 
If  thej;  find  the  President  vested  with  the,  power 
of  raising  an  army,  they  will  be  satisfied ;  l>ut  if 
they  find  ibemaelves  abandoned,  bowe  re  r  attach - 
ad  they  may  be  to  the  Government,  this  attach- 
ment may  be  destroyed  by  neglect.  The  gentle- 
Bun  from  Pennsylvania  may  rest  securely  on  the 
hanks  of  the  bu^nongahela,  and  the  gentlemaja 
ftom  Virginia  in  the  thick  settlements  of  that 
euantry,  but  they  ought  to  recollect  also  the  situ- 
tMw  of  these  exposed  people,  and  provide  for  their 
MAty. 

The  conunittee  hadbeeu  told  by  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  that  there  was  no  danger  to 
ba  apprehended  in  the  Sontbern  Stales  as  the 
white  population  was  equal  to  the  defence  of  that 
oountry ;  but  if  he  was  well  acquainted  with  Ibe 
•eacoast  of  that  country,  he  would  know  that  the 
black  population  on  the  seacoaat  is  very  great,  and 
^t  there  is  a  large  tract  of  country  fuft  of-  fast- 
BBMes  and  marahes  between  them  and  the  white 
■onulntioD,  and  that  if  the  blacks  once  made  a 
(odgment  in  these  marshes,  it  would  be  difficult  to 
drive  them  off.  The  peo[de  in  this  quarter  ei- 
■eet,  therefore,  in  any  emergency,  to  receive  aid 
uom  QovernokeBt ;  and  unless  they  see  a  measure 


1  the  Union  will  be 
weakened^ 

Mt.  H.  concluded  with  hoping  the  motion  to 
■bike  out  the  section  would  be  nesatived,  as  the 
£»ce  would  not  be  called  out  without  necessity, 
Che  President  having  to  answer  for  his  conduct 
OB  his  responsibility ;  and  if  there  ahvaid4e  immi- 


al  Army.  [M*y>  1796. 

nent  danger  of  an  invasion,  no  one  would  say  that 
this  force  ought  to  be  called  out. 

A  motion  was  made  for  the  committee  to  rise. 

Mr.  N.  Surra  hoped  the  ooramittee  would  not 
rise.  This  subject  had  already  undergone  one 
day's  discussion,  and  he  doubled  not  by  this  time 
every  gentleman  had  made  up  his  mind  on  the 
subject.  He  wished,  therefore,  the  question  might 
be  taken. 

The  qneslioD  was  then  put  on  the  committee's 
rising,  and  negatived— 48  to  35. 

Mr.'  R.  Williams  then  rose,  and  said  if  the 
committee  were  determined  not  to  rise,  he  sup- 
posed they  would  be  willing  to  attend  to  what  waa 
said  on  the  subject.  He  could  not  have  conceived 
that  this  (question  could  have  turned  so  much  upon 
the  disposition  of  members  as  D|>on  thepfopnelr 
of  defending  the  country.  To  discover  whicn 
was  the  best  way  of  defending  the  country,  whe- 
ther by  B  regular  army  or  by  a  militia^  was  a  sub- 
ject well  worth  inquiry.  In  that  pomt  of  view 
he  should  consider  the  question ;  and  therefore 
hoped  that  nothing  he  should  say  would  be  as- 
cribed to  a  wish  to  oppose  any  measure  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  coantry. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  had  en- 
deavored to  make  a  distinction  between  tbe  army 
proposed  to  be  raised  by  this  bill  and  a  standing- 
armv  ;  but  immediately  afier,  his  arguments  show- 
ed tnat  he  considered  it  in  the  same  light  asa 
standing  army,  as  he  said  nothing  short  of  this 
could  eMctually  oppose  an  invasion  of  the  coun- 
try. For  his  part,  he  could  not  see  howihe  oalliag 
these  mm  a  provisional  army  could  make  them 
so  much  mom  effective  than  in  the  form  of  militia. 
But  the  gentleman  says,  it  is  necessary  for  militia 
to  have  regular  troops  to  lean  upon.  He  believe«l 
they  were  not  the  kind  of  defence  which  (he  peo- 

Sle  would  wish  to  lean  upon  in  caseof  an  invasion. 
In  tbe  contrary,  in  such  a  case  he  believed  erery 
man  would  wish  lo  defend  himself  and  family. 

Mr.  W.  said,  who  are  the  persons  intended  to 
compose  this  prorisiouBl  army?  Are  they  men 
who  have  more  nainral  ties  to  the  country  than 
those  who  compose  the  militia?  No;  they  are 
taken  from  the  streets  of  large  cities ;  many  at 
them  are  men  without  any  attachment  to  the 
countn  at  all,  and  possessed  of  but  little  prinei- 
[de.    He  must,  therefore,  give  the  preference  to 

Gentlemen  say  this  army  is  to  be  raised  at  the 
discretion  of  the  President,  and  that  it  will  not  be 
formed  unless  the  circumstances  of  the  eoimtry 
require  it;  yet,  at  the  same  lime,  tliey  go  m  to 
point  out  parts  of  the  country  which  at  this  m<y 
ment  stand  in  need  of  defence.  It  therefore  ap- 
peared to  him  that  gentlemen  were  of  opinion  that 
if  this  law  passed,  the  President  would  immedi- 
ately raise  the  men.  -The  gentleman  flnro  South 
Carolina  says  he  has  received  letters  from  his  c<w- 
sdtuenis  speaking  of  their  alarm.  He  had  also 
received  letters,  but  his  constitaeBts  requeet  that 
arms  and  ammunition  miffht  be  furnished  them, 
not  that  a  standing  army  snould  be  sent  todeftM 
them. 

It  wu  tsid,  that  thia  bill  ought  ■«  to  b»  objeof- 
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ed  lo  on  CoDStitDtioDal  gToiind,  as  Congress  fre- 
qCKntly  empowered  Ibe  PreEident  lo  do  basiness 
which  theCoDsdlulion  bad  vested  lolety  in  (hem; 
bat  gentlemen  make  no  distinctioa  belwera  Con- 

Eesa  deterEainini;  &  tbiog  shall  be  done,  and 
irJDK  it  to  the  President  to  determine  whether 
it  shall  or  shall  not  be  done.  No  person  has  said 
CoDgresa  ccritld  not  authorize  the  President  to  raise 
an  army  for  the  defence  of  the  country ;  but  it  was 
dented  that  the  power  could  be  truufened  from 
Gonness  to  him,  to  determine  whether  it  should 
or  should  not  be  raised.  Mr.  W.  believed  the 
tnuisTerriDg  of  power  from  one  department  to  an- 
other, was  not  only  dangetouB,  but  embarrassed 
the  proceedings  of  Government.  And  it  was  no 
observable  that  every  instance  of  the  kind  was 
produced  as  a  precedent  for  futore  deviations,  and 
all  objections  to  such  a  proceeding  were  opposed 
by  saying,  it  hod  been  done  so  before. 

Ur.  W.  said,  if  Goneress  had  a  right  to  transfef 
this  power,  he  wished  gentleiaen  to  show  why 


should  not  be  surpriKd  if  tbii  power  should  be 
asked  for  on  some  future  occasion. 

The  only  difference  which  Mr.  W.  cotild  see 
between  tbe  jiroTisional  army,  when  raised,  and 
the  pregent  militia,  was,  that  the  former  would 
have  its  t^cers  under  Federal  anthoritj,  and  in 
the  latter  they  would  be  appointed  by  the  States. 
The  men  would  in  general  be  the  same.  What 
did  tliis  go  to,  but  to  say  that  the  militia  is  not  to 
be  irusteid  under  their  present  officers,  there  must 
bo  officers  fixed  by  the  Qeneial  Govemmeut  1 

Thegentiemanfrom  Coniteeticnt  (Mr.  Daita) 
bad  quoted  several  clauses  of  the  Constitution, 
and  made  some  criticisms  upon  them,  and  had 
endeavored  to  make  tlu  suppcvten  of  the  present 
motion  ridicnlous,  by  representing  them  as  wish- 
ing to  turn  the  members  of  this  House  into  re- 
emiting  serseant^  brokers,  tax-gatherers,  A«.  In 
doing  this,  he  believed  he  had  suffered  himself  to 
metaminpooBe  the  Constitution,  so  as  to  make  it 
mean  an^thiug  or  nothior,  instead  of  construing 
it  in  a  liberal  manner.  Tne  same  gentleman  says 
he  should  have  do  objection  to  raise  the  proposed 
anDy  but  for  the  expense.  Was  itnot  rather  that 
he  wished  to  place  a  power  in  the  President  to  ex- 
ereise,  which  he  supposes  he  will  immediately 
CBBrciae,  but  which  h&  apprehends  Congress  would 
■ot  be  prevailed  npon  to  exercise  at  present?  For 
bis  dwn  part,  if  an  army  was  lo  lie  raised,  he 
wished  to  laise  it  in  the  way  pointed  out  in  the 
Constitution.  It  was  said  that  if  this  army  was 
raised,  it  might  at  any  time  be  disbanded,  witen  it 
■bonld  cease  to  be  wanted ;  but  when  he  heard 
gentlemen  say  they  wi&hed  this  army  rather  to 
eonMt  of  50,000  men,  than  10,000,  and  knew  the 
diffievlly  attending  the  breaking  up  of  anything 
which  was  one«  cetaUiBbed,  he  was  desirous  M 
avoiding  a  measure  which  be  bdieved  wholly  on- 
aeeauary.  Th«  gewtapfaical  situation  of  thia 
oonntry,  said  Mr.  W-uM]ek,chataBtaitdingarmy 
of  300.000  men  would  not  be  able  to  defend  it  It 
*aa  idle,  therefore,  lo  stipposa  the  country  could 


be  very  much  benefited  by  the  raising  ot  10,000 
men.  Bat  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
(Mr.  Habhib)  still  speaks  of  these  men  being  ne- 
cessary for  the  defence  of  the  Southern  country. 
That  sentleman  may  Ihiok  '.hem  necessary  for 
tbe  defence  of  his  Siate,  but  he  could  not  think 
them  necessary  for  the  defence  of  any  port  of  the 
State  to  which  he  belonged.  HisconstiloeDls  never 
wished  to  see  a  standing  army  sent  among  them, 
instead  of  looking  upon  such  men  as  their  defence^ 
they  would  consider  them  as  the  greatest  cnrsa 
thai  could  come  upon  them.  Why,  then,  will 
gentlemen  continaally  insist  upon  these  men  beiiig 
wanted  for  the  Southern  States,  when  no  member 
from  those  Stales  will  say  they  wish  to  hare  them, 
except  one  gentleman  (Mr.  Harper.)  And  though 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Ona) 
was  BO  obligittg  aa  lo  say  thai  be  wished  to  taka 
the  same  care  of  the  Southern  States  as  the  East- 
that  gentleman  he  might  maka 
isy  as  to  their  safety, 
iluded  with  repeating  hu  hope  that 
the  section  would  be  struck  out. 

Mr.  FiKOLETsaid,  this  bill  certainly  propoMd  a 
transfer  of  power  to  the  President,  which  waa 
lodged  by  the  Constitatioa  in  Congress,  and  there- 
fore he  was  oi^sed  to  it.  The  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  denied  that  tbe  army  proposed  to 
be  raised  by  this  bill  could  be  considered  as  a 
standing  army,  becauie  the  bill  was  only  to  be 
passed  tor  three  years.  Upon  the  same  ground  it 
might  be  said  that  Qreat  Britain  baa  no  standing 
army,  as  their  military  eetablishment  law  is 
passed  annually.  Mr.  F.  was  of  opinion,  that  if 
this  bill  was  now  passed,  the  men  could  not  ba 
raised  ;  the  officers,  he  bad- no  doubt,  would.  At 
tbe  commencement  of  our  Revolutioa,  when 
every  breast  glowed  with  enthusiasm  in  the  catua 
in  wnieb  we  were  engaged,  there  vras  a  difficult 
IB  getting  men.  We  might,  as  he  had  said,  gM 
an  army  of  officers,  but  would  they,  when  gotiai, 
be  equal  to  the  militia  officers?  He  doubled  it 
If  the  army  was  to  be  increased,  it  would  be  ne- 
cessary to  increase  the  wages  of  the  men.  Militia^ 
he  said,  was  the  natural  force  of  tbe  country,  ana 
the  raising  of  ten  thousand  men  would  not  pra* 
vent  them  from  coming  ftu-ward  in  defence  of 
their  country  when  danger  appeared.  He  waa 
himself  too  old  for  service,  but  ne  had  sons  who, 
he  believed,  Would  be  ready  to  fly  with  their  fel- 
lowHsitiaeos  to  the  defence  of  their  country  in  easa 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  Davis,  in  favor  of 
ihe  committee's  riilag,  and  from  Mr.  N.  Smith 
against  it,  the  question  on  rising  waa  put  and  ear- 
ned—15  to  36. 

Adjourned,  at  half-past  four,  till  Thursday  next 

TBDBanAT,  May  10. 
PROVISIONAL  ASHT. 


ixittg  the  President  to  raise  a  provisioaal  armf. 
and  the  consideiatioD  of  the  motion  for  eiriking 
out  tbe  first  atctioB  being  reaumtd, 
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Mr.  W.  C.  Clairbohe  rose,  and  said  it  was 
with  reluctance  that  he  at  any  time  trespassed 
upon  the  time  of  the  House  ;  but,  oaa  qnestica 
so  importuit  as  the  ptesenl,  he  was  uawillin^  to 
give  a  sileot  vote.  He  owned  himself  disuttiBhed 
with  the  principles  of  the  bill  upon  the  table,  and 
in  favor  of  the  motinii  lo  strike  out  the  first  sec- 
tion. He  wished  it  not  for  a  moment  to  be  sup- 
posed ibat  be  was  led  to  this  opioion  from  local 
oonsiderations ;  on  aubjecis  of  naliooal  import- 
aoce,  nothing  should  ever  iafluenee  his  vote  but 
the  common  good  of  the  Union.  The  security 
which  was  ascribed  to  the  seutteman  from  Penn- 
sylvania, on  the  MonongalielB,  could  not  be  as- 
cribed to  him.  He  resided  in  an  exposed  part  of 
the  Western  country,  amongst  a  people  whose 
nfety  does  not  depend  upon  iheit  numbers  or 
ntuatioQ,  but  npon  their  determination  to  resist 
attack,  come  from  whence  it  may;  and  in  the 
event  of  a  war  with  France  the  State  of  Ten- 
nessee will  he  as  apt  lo  feel  the  horrors  of  it  as  the 
Btates  of  Georgia  or  South  Carolina.  But  when 
he  came  to  reason  vriih  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  (Mr.  Harper)  on  the  best  means  of  de- 
fence, they  differed  on  the  threshold  of  the  dis- 
eussiou.  That  genijeman  thinks  astanding  force 
is  necessary  ;  he,  on  the  contrary,  was  persuaded 
that  if  the  implements  of  war  were  dispersed 
amoDs:si  the  citizens,  they  would  be  equal  to  their 
own  defence,  at  least  with  the  assistance  of  the 
citizens  of  the  adjoining  States. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  allows 
that  the  permanent  defence  of  the  nation  lies  in 
the  militia ;  but  he  conceivet,  that  in  order  to 
bring  forward  all  the  force  of  the  militia,  it  is 
necessary  that  a  regular  force  should  act  along 
iriih  them.  Here  tbey  differed  in  opinion.  He 
himself  was  inclined  Co  believe  that  militia  and 
regular  soldiers  seldom  agreed  toKeLher-^i  hat  they 
view  each  other  with  conlempt,  andtbat  they  act 
best  apart,  and  he  placed  the  greater  reliance 
upon  miliiia.  He  knew  that  it  was  a  popular 
opinion  that  troops  long  disciplined  to  bloody 
warfare,  were  a  better  security  for  a  country  than 
militia  ;  but  with  great  deference  to  military 
characters,  who  were  far  belter  acquainted  with 
the  subject  than  he  could  possibly  be,  he  conceiv- 
ed this  opinion  to  be  founded  on  error,  and  foiter- 
ed  by  prejudice,  though  palmed  upon  the  world 
for  truth.  In  countries  differently  Atuated  from 
ours,  this  might  be  the  case.  When  a  war  is  car- 
ried on  between  Kiogs,  by  means  of  slaves  who 
aupport  their  authority  in  lime  of  peace,  it  is 
Becessory  that  the  troops  on  both  sides  should  be 
squally  vetaan  and  well  disciplined,  because  they 
want  that  amor  pairia  which  animates  a  free 
citizen  in  the  defence  of  his  conniry  and  bis  lib- 
arty  ;  but  when  an  army  of  these  disciplined 
troops,  who  fight  only  for  pay,  are  opposed  by  a 
body  of  citizens  who  contend  for  everything  dear 
to  man,  victory  never  fails  to  crown  the  cause  of 
freemen. 

Br  whom,  said  Mr.  C.  was  the  ttrmy  of  Han- 
Bibai  driven  out  of  Italy,  but  by  the  Roman  mi- 
litia? To  whom  did  Greece  owe  her  safely,  when 
attacked  by  Xerxes,  bat  lo  her  lailitia  ?    Passing 


from  ancient  to  modem  limes,  to  whom  did  Hoi- 
land  and  Switzerland  owe  the  preservation  of 
their  liberty  for  so  many  centuries,  sunoimded  as 
they  were  by  despotic  Powers,  and  opposed  by 
— f^lar  disciplined   troops,  but  to  the  bravery  of 
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But  we  are  told,  said  Mr.  C,  by  the  geotleman 
from  Massachusetts,  that  the  veteran  Generals  of 
France  cannot  be  made  to  believe  that  our  militia 
are  able  to  stand  before  their  armies.  He  believ- 
ed those  Generals  would  not  have  a  doubt  on  the 
subject.  They  would  remember  the  prodigies  of 
valor  which  their  owa  militia  performed.  They 
will  remember  that  the  militia  of  France  saved 
ibat  country  from  the  fate  of  Poland.  That  that 
militia  bad  fought  her  battles,  and  laid  the  Srst 
comer  stone  to  that  monnment  of  military  fame, 
which  Bonaparte  and  his  army  have  since  com- 
pleted. 

But  if  an  idea  should  prevail  in  France,  that 
the  militia  of  America  is  not  equal  in  battle  to 
those  of  the  most  tried  nations  in  Europe,  let 
them  call  to  remembrance  the  Revolutionary  war 
of  this  country,  and  they  will  immediately  be 
convinced  of  the  contrary.  He  by  no  means  wish- 
ed to  detract  from  die  merits  of  our  late  small  ar- 
my ;  tbey  fought  well  for  their  country,  and  they 
have  been  recompensed  principally  by  the  liberty 
which  their  bravery  assisted  to  obtain.  He  coold 
not  speak  of  that  body  of  men  without  respect, 
and  when  he  saw  a  member  of  it  his  heart  palpi- 
tated with  gratitude  for  his  services ;  but  he  be- 
lieved, notwithstanding,  that  it  was  principally 
owing  to  the  militia  that  we  were  enabled  to 
pluck  from  the  British  Crown  the  brightest  gem 
which  ever  omameoied  it,  in  establishing  the  in- 
dependence of  this  cotmlry ;  and  he  bdieved  the 
same  militia  was  still  able  and  willing  to  defend 
us  against  an  invasion  from  France,  or  from  any 
other  country. 

Mr.  C.  said,  he  fell  for  our  preaeut  critical  sit- 
uation as  much  as  any  man  upon  that  floor ;  bat 
he  did  not  apprehend  the  danger  of  an  invasion 
to  be  so  sreat  as  the  gentlemen  from  Booth  Caro- 
lina and  Massachusetts  seemed  to  think  it  He 
must  own  he  felt  no  dread  on  this  account.  If 
Piancesiill  thirsts  for  conquest  and  military  prow- 
ess, or  if  her  frmies  still  fight  for  rapine  and  plun- 
der, as  gentlemen  are  continually  saying  they  do, 
theoldGovernmentsof  Europe  afford  much  strong' 
er  temptations  than  infant  America  can  offer  to 
them.  WehaveDothing,  said  he,  to  court  their  ava- 
rice. Our  blessings  consist  of  a  good  QoVfcm- 
meni,  liberty,  a  good  climate,  and  a  fertile  soil. 
Contented  with  these  blessiDgs,  he  was  persuaded 
his  countrymen  envied  not  the  possebsions  of 
other  nations;  and  however  we  may  sympathize 
with  the  distresses  of  Barope,  it  ought  to  be  our 
wish,  as  it  is  undoubtedly  our  interest,  to  preserve 
peace  with  all  the  human  family-  He  trusted 
that  when  the  present  European  war  shall  cease, 
our  rights  will  again  be  re^wcted;  but  if  Franc^ 
in  the  paroxysm  of  her  frenzy,  shall  attempt  to 
invade  America,  he  believed  the  passing  of^  this 
law  for  a  provisional  army  would  be  of  no  service. 
Suppose  the  law  were  imnudiateljr  pused,  t&i 
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the  PresidcDl  were  immediai«ly  to  send  out  re- 
cruitiog  officers,  what  kind  of  meo  would  make 
np  your  battalions?  Tbe  daiigtr  is  too  remote  to 
induce  men  who  bare  an  ioteresi  ia  the  country 
to  leave  their  plough  and  turn  soldiers;  and  if  this 
•rmy  was  dow  embodied,  it  would  consist  of  the 
tefase  of  society — of  men  who  miKbt  wear  the 
nrb  of  soldiers,  but  posseu  few,  perhaps  none,  of 

There  was  a  ground  of  objection  to  this  bill 

rD  which  it  was  his  intention  to  dwell  bnt  lit- 
He  meant  as  to  the  UDconstitutionality  of 
Ibe  first  clause;  for,  after- the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  and  ibe  gentleman  from  Virginia 
had  spoken  on  that  point,  it  was  not  in  his  power 
to  say  anything  new  upon  it.  But  he  viewed  the 
trust  placed  in  Congress  to  raise  armies  as  an  im- 
portant trnsl,  and  to  delegate  it  to  the  President 
would,  in  hi*  opinion,  be  to  attach  a  responsibility 
to  him  which  was  meant  to  be  placed  in  Congress 
only.  Bnt  the  committee  were  told  br  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachosetts  (Mr.  Oria)  that  this 
was  an  imnroper  time  to  mention  Constitutional 
scmples;  that  this  was  a  time  for  acting.  He 
was  of  opinion,  however,  that  the  ConsiHution, 
that  palladium  of  our  rights,  never  could  be  too 
■acredly  guarded,  and  this  of  all  others  is  the 
jiroper  time  to  take  care  it  is  not  invaded.  In 
times  of  trani] utility.  Congress  do  not  feel  disposed 
to  surrender  their  authority;  but  when  dan|rer 
approaches,  and  alarm  is  everywhere  goneabroad, 
then  it  is  that  Congress  may  be  most  likely  to  be 
prevailed  on  to  give  up  powers  to  tie  Executive, 
from  an  idea  of  promoting  the  public  good,  (but 
which  may  prove  its  groilest  misfortune,)  which, 
at  other  times,  they  would  hold  with  the  greatest 
tenaciousnesE.  He  need  not  remind  the  committee 
that  the  greatest  evils  bad  arisen  from  suffering 
the  Executive  power  in  Governments  to  possess 
too  much  power.  We  need  only  to  look  at  the 
nations  of  £urope  to  see  that  the  loading  of  one 
Executive  witb  power  has  frequently  enabled  his 
successor,  at  some  future  day,  to  enslave  the 
people. 

The  gentlemao  from  Masaachusetts  and  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  have  each  in 
their  turn  labored  to  show  the  necessity  of  this 
•rmy.  They  have  spoken  much  of  the  advania- 
ges  to  be  derived  from  the  employmeot  of  regular 
troops.  Their  eloquence  he  allowed  to  be  splendid, 
and  that  their  zeal  for  the  safety  of  the  people  did 
honor  to  their  hearts.  But  have  they  shown  the 
necessity  of  this  annyl  No;  one  of  them  tells 
the  committee  that  Victor  Hugnes,  with  his  black 
troops,  may  go  against  Savannah  or  Charleston; 
the  other,  that  when  peace  is  made  in  Europe 
France  may  transport  an  army  to  America.  But 
if  these  events  were  to  take  place,  would  this  pro- 
visional army  give  safety  to  the  country?  No; 
it  must  be  the  militia  which  must  avert  the  dan- 
ger and  eventually  be  the  security  of  the  country. 

So  far  as  relates  to  himself,  he  had  fostered  m 
early  life  an  impression  unfavorable  to  the  ran- 
ptoyment  of  standing  troops,  from  having  seen 
that  when  they  were  once  introduced  they  were 
•caroely  ever  laid  aside,  and  that  they  eonatantly 


proved  the  bane  of  liberty ;  these  impressions  had 
grown  up  with  him,  and  he  still  retained  them) 
and  they  were  heightened  by  the  recent  experience 
wbit^h  he  had  had  of  the  mischievous  effects  of 
such  troops  In  the  State  which  he  had  the  honor 
to  represent;  he  bad  seen  that  they  might  be  made 
the  organs  of  oppression,  and  be  the  means  of  in- 
troducing amonf  a  happy,  peaceable  people  much 
disorder  and  injury.  Here  he  would  stop.  He 
wished  to  draw  a  veil  over  the  injuries  which  had 
been  done  to  the  people  of  Tennessee  by  meana 
of  standing  troops;  because  no  sooner  were  these 
wrongs  known  to  the  General  Qovernment  than 
every  department  of  it  showed  a  willingness  to 
redress  them.  But  the  occurrence,  not  withstand- 
ing,  strengthened  his  former  impressions  against 
a  standing  army. 

Mr.  C.  concluded  by  saying  he  would  not  speak 
of  the  expense  of  this  army,  or  of  the  difficulty 
which  would  attend  the  collecting  of  the  money, 
because  he  did  not  wish  to  trespass  longer  upon 
the  patience  of  the  committee.  Hedid  not  flatter 
himself  that  anything  which  he  haid  said,  or  could 
say,  would  change  the  sentiments  of  one  member 
oiihe  committee;  but  he  trusted  all  would  believe 
he  spoke  from  the  aincerlty  of  his  heart,  every 
sentiment  of  which  was  deeply  interested  in  the 
prosperity,  liberty,  happiness,  and  independence 
of  United  America. 

Mi.  BaooKS  had  no  doubt  the  gentleman  frou 
Tennesaee  had  delivered  to  the  committee  the 
genuine  sentiments  of  his  heart;  but,  notwith- 
standing that,  he  could  not  bring  himself  to  ioio 
in  sentiment  with  him.  That  gentleman  had 
said  that  militia  are  better  troops  tluui  a  standing 
army.  This  was  the  first  time  ue  had  ever  heard 
the  sentiment  advanced.  Whatever  objection 
there  may  be  to  a  standing  army,  he  thought  dit- 
cipline  was  everything.  He  did  not  think  that 
the  allusion  which  he  had  made  to  the  itoopa  of 
another  country,  who  were  willing  soldiers,  or  to 
OUT  own  Revolution,  would  authorize  the  opinion. 
He  would  call  the  attention  of  the  gentleman  to 
our  Revolution.  He  did  not  mean  to  depreciate 
the  militia;  but  it  was  well  known  they  could  not 
be  kept  in  the  field  for  any  length  of  time  together. 
He  rem^nbered  an  instance  in  1776,  at  Amboy, 
where  a  company  of  militia  were  draughted  for  a 
particular  time,  and  when  it  expired  they  deter- 
mined at  all  events  to  return  home,  and  all  that 
could  be  said  to  them  could  not  induce  them  ta 
stay.  Men  who  Wave  families  behind  them 
will  not  continue  coDteutedly  beyond  the  time  for 
which  they  are  called.  If  the  militia  alone 
were  to  be  resorted  to,  a  much  greater  number  cf 
men  would  be  necessary  in  the  service,  and  the 
expense  of  retaining  them  would  be  greater,  ac- 
cording to  their  numbers,  than  if  regular  troopa 
were  employed. 

The  gentleman  last  up,  and  others,  had  said 
there  is  no  danger  of  an  invasion.  Mr.  B.  asked 
what  all  the  preparations  are  making  for  on  the 
French  coast? 

Mr.  C1.AIB0BMB  explained  what  he  had  said 
about  danger. 

Hr.  BaooKs  said,  if  there  shotUd  be  no  danger, 
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BO  army  would  be  raised,  for  the  ancertaioty 
whether  we  should  be  i&Taded  or  doi.  was  the 
reason  why  the  power  of  determining  cne  time  of 
nising  ihe  anoy  was  placed  in  the  President 
And  not  withstand  iDg  centlemeo  cODliaually  call 
this  a  standing  array,  if  they  look  at  the  hiti,  they 
will  find  thai  the  Presideal  will  hare  the  power 
of  disbandine  it  whenever  it  shall  cease  to  be 
Bece^sary,  Besides,  ihe$e  arguments  did  not  go 
a^inst  the  billj  hot  afainst  the  detail  of  it,  which 
might  undergo  amepdment  and  modificatioo. 

Gentlemen  have  spoken  on  the  ooDstitutionality 
rf  this  hill,  hot  he  thought  these  objections  had 
been  oompletely  answered,  and  former  laws  which 
had  been  passed  aiW  a  similar  manner,  proved 
riut  heretofore  no  objection  was  made  to  this 
mode  of  proceeding,  and  until  gentlemen  could 
allow  the  dilference  which  exists  between  those 
'  laws  and  the  present,  there  was  no  necessity  for 
apendiag  time  id  answering  these  object! —  "~ 
eonld  not  see  any  objection  to  the  bil 
pound,  BH  it  was  caieulaied  solely  for  the  purpose 
of  saving  expense.  With  respect  to  any  danger 
which  could  arise  from  the  misuse  of  this  power. 
It  waa  a  mere  chimera.  He  believed  enough  bad 
already  been  said  on  this  question,  and  he  hoped 
the  question  would  be  taken. 

Hr.  Oallatin  said,  he  would  not  take  much  of 
the  time  of  the  committee  in  relation  to  what 
might  be  called  the  Constitutional  qnealion  under 
consideration;  yet  he  found,  from  the  manner  in 
which  his  BTguments  had  been  noiieed,  it  would 
be  necessary  to  make  a  few  additional  ohserva- 
tioBs  on  this  subject. 

He  nuderstooa  that  the  object  of  a  constitution 
was  to  secure  a  proper  distribution  of  power 
tmong  the  different  branches  of  a  goreramrat. 
It  was  a  lecurily  nerei  possessed  by  any  country 
beft>i«  the  eDBstitutioDs  of  the  United  States  were 
fimned.  In  Great  Britain,  whatever  distribution 
of  powers  may  exist,  en  act  of  Parliament  may 
mnsfer  any  power  from  one  department  to  ano- 
Aet.  The  only  check,  then,  upon  the  use  of  that 
power  is  pnbUe  opinion.  But,  in  this  country,  the 
jninciple  of  the  CoostitBtion  is,  that  no  depart- 
ment of  Qovemment  can  exercise  that  power 
which  has  been  given  to  another  department. 
Gentlemen,  however,  seem  to  suppoae  the  Consli- 
tntion  may  remain  inviolate  so  long  as  there  is  no 


free  gift  of  such  power  would  not  be  a  violation 
of  the  Coirstitution.  He  considered  the  effect  to 
be  precisely  the  same  whichever  way  it  was  done. 
The  object  of  the  Constitution  was  to  aseign  for- 
ever certain  specific  Legislative  powers  to  Con- 
pess,  and  certain  other  powers  to  the  Executive, 
«ad  whenever  one  department  shall  exercise  the 
powers  of  the  other,  in  whatever  way  it  shall  be 
4one,  the  Constitution  will  be  broken,  and  the 
aeenrity  intended  by  it  will  no  longer  exist. 

If  these  remarks  are  applied  to  the  case  under 
consideration,  it  would  be  found  that  one  of  the 
most  important  powers  that  could  be  vested  in ; 
Congress,  viz :  the  power  of  raising-  aa  army,  is,  I 
by  tfib  bill,  proposed  to  be  mnafnted  from  Con- 1 


Su  to  the  Pretideai.    This  he  considered  as  a  I 

igerout  principle,  and  if  once  admitted,  it  wouM  ' 

be  in  the  power  of  Congress  to  destroy  the  Caor 
stilutioa.  Yet  the  committee  are  told  that  there 
are  precedents  to  authorize  this  procedure.  He 
knew  the  line  which  separates  Executive  from 
Legislative  duty  is  sometimes  very  indistinct ;  and 
in  some  cases  of  not  very  great  importance,  where 
the  distinction  might  not  be  very  striking,  or  had 
not  perhaps  been  attended  to,  powers  which,  strict- 
ly speaking,  were  Legislativ^  may  have  been  Iio- 
properly  given  to  the  Executive;  but  is  an  in- 
stance of  this  kind  to  be  brought  as  a  precedent 
for  passing  a.  bill  of  so  important  a  nature  as  is 
the  present.  Because  power  has  been  given  to 
the  President  to  build  ten  galleys,  if  he  slwU  think 
them  necessary,  and  to  ^tend  (80,000,  should  it 
now  be  ioferred  lliat  there  would  be  no  Irapso- 
priety  in  giving  him  tbe  power  to  judge  of  the 
necessity  of  raising  an  army  of  10,0(XI  men, 
which  are  to  cost  the  United  Slates  at  least  four 
millions  of  dollars  8  year  ?  If  that  conclusion 
was  drawn,  he  would  ask  whether  Congress  might 
not  also  transfer  any  of  the  other  important  pow- 
ers vested  in  them,  such  as  the  pawa:  of  laying 
and  collecting  taxes,  and  that  of  declaring  war? 
And  if  BO,  it  was  admitted  that  Congress  bava 
the  power  of  destroying  the  Constitution ;  for 
limitation  clauses  to  laws  were  frequently  op- 
posed as  improper ;  and  if  a  single  Congress  passed 
without  any  limitation  clause  an  act  similar  to 
this,  or  giving  forever  to  the  EUecntive  the  power 
of  judgmg  of  the  necessity  of  raising  an  army, 
or  of  laying  a  tax,  or  of  declaring  war,  or  of 
eaaeting  laws,  he  asked  whether  the  Legislative 
power  of  Congress  would  not  be  anaihilatedl 
And  yet  this  is  the  objection  which  some  gentle- 
men call  it  ridiculous  to  entertain,  while  oihera 
char^  the  supporters  of  it  with  a  wont  of  candoi 
and  sincerity. 

Alter  stating  this,  Mr.  G.  said,  he  believed  he 
need  not  answer  the  objections  of  the  gentl^oaa 
from  Connecticut,  (Mr.  Dana/)  who  seemed  to 
think  that  he  (Mr.  Q.)  had  relied  upon  a  mere 
verbal  difin^nce  in  the  wordiiif  of  some  of  the 
clauses  in  the  OoostitulioD.  He  would  now  see 
iha.1  he  did  not  raise  his  abiectii>ns  on  so  slight  a 
ground,  but  that  they  arose  from  the  general  prin- 
ciples and  spirit  of  the  Constitution  itself.  Mr. 
G.  said,  he  might  be  lold  that  no  danger  would 
arise  from  this  transfer  of  power,  as  it  was  not  to 
be  supposed  the  President  would  abuse  it,  and  that 
he  oiight  not  to  suppose  the  case  of  future  Legi^ 
latnres  passing  sucu  improper  acts  as  he  had  m«a- 
tioned,  or  at  any  rate  Uansfenmg  other  powers  to 
the  Executive,  because  this  Congress  was  goiog 
to  transfer  the  specific  discretionary  power  coii- 
templated  in  the  section  under  consideration. 
Bat  ought  they  to  put  more  trust  in  future  Lesb- 
laiures  ihsn  in  themselves  ?  And  if  the  galleys 
were  brought  as  a  precedent  to  induce  Congresi 
to  pass  this  bill,  would  not  it  be  brought  u  a  pre- 
cedent to  induce  future  Legislatures  to  make  still 
further  and  more  dajigerous  transfers  of  power? 
Were  not  evident  symUoms  of  that  disposition 
ditoerMUe  in  this  very  disewsion  1    A  gentlestan 
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from  Massachoaetts  (Mr.  Otis)  had  positiTely 
asserted,  that  if  the  Pirsident  iraf  to  give  infonna- 
tioQ  to  Congress,  that,  in  hie  opinioo,  there  wai 
imminetii  danger  of  an  invasion,  Congress,  with- 
otit  examining  the  groondi  of  that  opinion,  muii 
necessarily  act  in  confonnitv  to  iL  The  same 
gentleman  had  said,  that  if  the  validity  of  the 
objectioBE  ui^^ed  against  this  bill  were  admitted,  it 
would  declare  all  former  laws  enacted  apon  the 
same  priaci)de  nnll,  and  of  caune  the  whole  of 
our  present  army  wonld  be  dtssolved.  This  could 
BOt  be  the  cose ;  for  if  there  was  aDytbing  ancon- 
stitultonal  in  the  law  filing  the  Military  Eslob- 
lithmetii,  it  was  the  power  which  was  ^ven  to 
the  President  to  forbear  raising,  or  to  discharge 
the  men  when  he  shuold  think  them  nnnecessary, 
which  power  had  never  been  executed,  and  there- 
fore coold  in  nowise  ofiect  the  Military  Estab- 
lishment now  existing. 

But  the  committee  are  told  that  the  present 
dangerous  situatiMi  of  our  country  renders  it 
necessarv  to  pass  a  law  of  this  kind.  It  appeared 
to  him  tnat  when  gentlemen  were  called  upon  to 
■bow  where  this  danger  exists,  they  were  at  a 
loss  how  to  answer.  They  had  not  shown  whwe 
it  is;  almost  all  concurred  in  an  opinion  that 
there  wonld  be  no  invasion  by  an  army  this  sea- 
son. After  a  peace  was  aoncjaded  in  Europe, 
some  gentlemen  were  of  opinion  there  might  be 
danger,  but  not  at  present.  The  gentleman  from 
Sooth  Carolina  had  indeed  pointed  out  a  part  of 
the  country  where  he  supposes  there  is  at  present 
some  danger,  and  it  was  toe  only  quarter  in  which 
be  himstSf  expected  any  annoyance  at  present, 
and  upon  which  he  had  already  made  some  ob- 
servations. That  gentleman  had,  however,  gone 
on  to  detail  the  manner  in  which  tne  French  may 
land,  and  the  points  most  lively  to  be  attacked. 
If  toat  gentleman  be  sincere  in  his  fears,  and 
really  thinks  that  imminent  danger  exists,  he 
ought  to  vote  for  the  raising  of  the  armjr  imme- 
diately, otherwise  the  force  which  he  wi^ed  to 
raise  would  be  too  late  for  the  quarter  in  which 
this  danger  is  said  to  be  so  imminent.  Bot  the 
gentleman  in  the  whole  course  of  his  observa- 
tions, has  Bpoken  of  this  section  as  giving  to  the 
President  a  power,  whenever  danger  shall  appear, 
of  calling  these  men  out,  or  embodying  tfaem,  as 
if  the  proper  power  of  raising  an  army  was  sud- 
denly to  embody  men  together  in  an  emergency; 
whereas  it  mtist  be  clear  to  bim  that  these  men 
must  first  be  enlisted  and  collected ;  while,  on  the 
contrary,  the  militia  alone  could  be  called  out  or 
embodied  immediately.  Indeed,  a  militia  force 
might  be  called  out,  and  might  repel  a  predatory 
■Itack,  before  five  hondied  of  Inis  provisional 
army  could  be  raised.  He  conceived  only  two 
things  were  wanting  to  make  militia  more  efiect- 
ive  than  at  present,  which  were  provided  by  the 
additional  sections  reported  to  tnis  bsll  by  the 
sdect  committee,  which  were  to  fiimish  them 
with  arms,  and  also  the  equipments  for  cavalry,  in 
the  Soathero  Slates.  He  hoped  those  sections 
wonld  be  agreed  to,  and  then  he  thought  the  ^en-! 
lleman  from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Hahi>br)  might 
be  perfectly  easy  on  acootmt  of  the  safety  of  the' 


Sonthon  States.  If  we  were  to 
war,  not  only  by  sea  but  fay  land,  and  an  TnTa4i_„ 
army  was  to  land  under  an  idea  of  subjugotiw 
the  country,  or  of  bringing  ns  to  a  dishonorabw 
peace,  he  would  then  agree  that  a  standing  aimj 
would  be  necessary  to  aid  the  militia ;  but  at  pae- 
sent  he  did  not  think  there  would  be  any  reasona' 
ble  expectation  of  such  an  event. 

Mr.  O.  said  be  had  been  told  that  he  might  c<ii» 
Bider  himself  safe  mi  his  farm  on  the  Moaonga- 
hela,  and  that  the  people  of  the  Sooth  wovld  net 
be  very  thankfal  for  the  opposiiion  he  made  to 
this  force  for  thdr  defence.  But  was  it  proper  to 
introduce  circumstances  of  this  kind  into  debate  V 
He  did  not  believe,  that,  by  any  vote  which  he 
hod  ever  given  on  that  floor,  he  hod  showii  ai^ 
onjustifiable  attachment  to  his  cOnatitoents  to 
the  injury  of  other  parts  of  the  Union.  He  stunU 
tmdonbtedly,  on  all  occasions,  support  their  inl»- 
rests,  so  far  as  he  noderstood  them,  whenever  it 
could  be  doike  consistently  with  the-  -good  of  the 
whole,  but  never  in  opposition  to  that  good. 

Mr^  O.  sappoMd.  that  if  the  danger  wen  very 
great  on  the  Soatkeni  coast,  more  would  hoire 
been  heard  of  it  than  by  the  private  letter  of  the 
sentleman  from  South  C9rorina'(Mr.  Hahfbo.) 
He  himself  diSnot  believe  there  was  any  ^reat 
danger  to  be  ^prehended  at  present  from  invk- 
sion.  But  the  arguments  of  gentlemen  went  to 
show  that  the  danger  is  now  imminetit,  and  con- 
sequmily  that  the  army  ought  now  to  be  raised; 
and  yet,  instead  of  acting  consistently  with  their 
own  arguments,  they  Huppon  a  bill  by  which  an 
army  is  to  be  raised  only  in  oase  of  a  change  of 
circumstances.  When  eentlemen  wish  lo  estab- 
lish the  belief  of  a  probability  of  on  immediate 
invasion,  they  refer  to  the  eonveraatioos  whidi 
passed  in  Pans  between  our  Ministers  and  X,  Y, 
and  Z.  If  they  believe  that  they  see,  and  the 
President  believes  that  he  sees  in  that  eoRvera*- 
tion,  a  threatened  invasion,  he  supposed  the  army 
would  he  immediately  rai&ed.  Indeed,  from  whM 
be  daily  iieerd  and  saw,  be  was  of  opiDion  that 
the  President  b^eved  imminent  danger  now  to 
exist.  But  the  section  under  coasideraiinn  weaL 
taking  t  he  arguments  of  the  gentleman  -to  be  well 
grounded,  to  throw  the  responsibility  of  a  measure, 
which,  in  their  opinion,  whs  now  neae*a«ry,  from 
tbemtelves  on  the  President. 

But  the  committee  had  been  told  by  the  geallep 
man  from  New  York  (Mr.  BaooKS)  that  the  mili' 
tia  are  more  expensive  than  regular  troops.  Mr. 
G.  believed,  that  while  they  were  in  service,  tbay 
were  more  expensive,  on  account  of  their  marct' 
ing  to  and  from  home ;  but  the  ^reat  differenoe 
between  the  two  forces  was,  the  militia  were  onlr 
called  into  actual  serviee  and  paid  when  actud 
danger  exists,  but  an  army  leceiveH  pay  all  tbe 
time  it  is  in  being.  Of  course  an  army,  if  consi- 
dered a  cheaper  weapon  of  defence,  ovRltt  only  to 
be  raised  in  time  of  actual  danger,  and  disc  hailed 
wben  it  ceases  to  exist. 

Shall  I,  said  Mr.  &,  be  told  it  is  improper  to 
apeak  of  expeoee  in  a  bnaiBces  of  this  kind  ?  He 
said  he  knew  well  enough,  that  in  case  of  aotnnl 
erinvaMoa,  it frouU  be  ridicnlana  lo  talk  of 
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the  expenw  of  defence.  Aod  if  tbe  eommiitee 
now  betiere  that  we  are  in  inimineiit  daoger, 
they  ought  immediately  to  raise  ao  army;  but  as 
they  suppose  th-t  daoger  does  not  at  present  exist, 
the  ezpeoie  was  a  proper  subject  of  discussioa. 
He  would  not,  however,  on  the  subject  of  this 
toll,  hare  said  anything  ahool  it,  had  it  not  been 
asseited  that  do  expense  could  be  incuried  on 
account  of  this  law.  He  wished  to  know  why 
gentlemen  had  so  earnestly  insisted  npon  a  per- 
maneoi  land-tax,  in  order  to  insure  a  permanent 
loan?  That  loan  and  that  tax  were  wanted  for 
ihe  sole  purpose  of  supporting  this  army,  as  all 
the  expenses  at  present  incurred  are  provided  for 
by  the  present  revenue  and  one  year's  land-tax. 
Without  this  army  there  would  be  no  necessity 
for  a  permanent  land-tax.  Let  not  gentlemen 
amuse  themselves  with  the  idea  that  at  the  time 
they  are  giving  the  President  a  power  to  raise 
an  army  of  10,000  men,  it  will  be  attended  with 
no  expense.  If  they  give  the  authority,  they 
must  reckon  upon  paying  the  men,  and  inis  can 
only  be  done  by  a  permanent  land-tax.  He  had 
therefore  voted  against  making  the  land-lax  per- 
manent, because  he  was  against  raisiuK  this  army, 
and  he  could  not  coiueive,  how  sentlemen  who 
bad  BEreed  with  him  on  that  quHion  could  con- 
aislently  be  in  favor  of  this.  11  they  were  in 
flivor  of  the  army,  they  onsht,  in  order  to  provide 
the  means,  to  have  voted  for  the  peribaneni  land- 
tax.  As  to  the  dialinciion  made  by  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina  between  tbe  troops 
jvoposed  to  be  raised  by  this  bill,  and  a  standing 
army,  he  looked  upon  it  as  frivolous;  the  words 
Handing  army  meant  a  regular  force  as  dislio- 
gnished  from  the  militia;  you  may  call  it  by  that 
Dame,  or  simply  an  army^  which  are  the  words 
used  oy  tbe  Constitution,  it  will  not  chao^  its 
nbstance — and  in  Qreat  Britain,  where  lis  ex- 
btence,  on  Rccoani  of  the  anDual  supply  bOl, 
wa*  always  limited  to  one  year,  it  was  always 
called  a  standing  army. 

He  would  add  one  remark  with  respect  to 
slanding  armies.  Military  men  on  this  floor,  in 
fiwor  of  an  establishment  of  tiiis  kiod,  judge  of  a 
regular  army  from  what  they  saw  of  the  Kevola- 
lionary  army— but  sach  an  army^,  he  apprehended, 
would  not  again  be  seen  in  this  country,  except 
in  case  of  invasion,  when  the  same  spirit  would 
ftoimate  our  citizens  which  inspired  them  here- 
tofore j  but  a  standing  army,  in  time  of  peace, 
would  always  be  found'very  different  from  the 
patriotic  army  with  which  thoee  gentlemen  were 
acquainted.  With  respect  to  militia,  he  believed 
most  of  those  gentlemen  were  better  acquainted 
with  their  merits  than  he  coold  pretend  to  be, 
yet  they  have  not  only  denied  that  the  miliiia  of 
the  Umted  States  are  capable  of  serving  against 
a  regular  army,  for  any  length  of  time,  but  also 
of  repelling  an  invasion.  He  believed,  with  hit 
friend  from  Tennessee,  that  very  many  instance; 
in  our  Revolutionary  war  spoke  a  contrary  lan- 
guage. If  he  recollected  right,  the  enemy  wa! 
upt  in  Boston  for  more  than  a  year,  and  at  last 
dnven  from  thence  by  the  militia ;  and  be  be- 
tierad  the  StMC  of  New  Jersey  ints  recovered  in 


1777  by  tbe  militia,  when  hardly  the  appearance  of 
a  regular  army  existed.  Advancing  to  another 
period  of  the  war,  which  perhaps  decided  it,  he 
asked  whether  the  standing  army  would  hav« 
been  able  to  stop  the  course  of  General  Bui^oyne, 
had  it  not  been  for  the  miliiia,  which  poured 
from  all  quarters,  checked  his  progress,  and  so 
eminently  contributed  to  his  capture.  He  knew 
great  services  were  performed  by  r^ular  troops^ 
and  that  in  case  of  actual  war  ihey  were  neces- 
sary; but  he  believed  the  militia  were  equal  to 
the  repelling  of  any  invasion  which  could,  under 
I»esent  circumstances,  be  contemplated. 

Mr.  PiNCKNEy  said,  he  did  not  intend  to  have 
troubled  the  committee  with  any  observations  of 
bis  on  the  present  question ;  because  he  thought 
all  ihe  arguments  which  had  been  adduced  against 
this  bill  Had  been  fully  answered;  but,  as  they 
were  again  repeated,  he  must  be  permitted  to  say 
a  few  words  in  reply. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  had  said, 
with  great  truth,  that  it  was  tne  object  of  those 
who  formed  the  Constitution,  that  the  powers  of 
Oovernment  should  be  distributed  among  the 
different  departments,  and  that  Ihey  ought  not  to 
be  assigned  or  relinquished.  All  must  be  agreed 
as  to  that  point.  The  only  question  is  as  to  its 
application  in  the  present  case,  and  whether  the 
power  proposed  to  be  granted  by  this  bill  gave 
away  from  Congress  the  power  of  raising  an 
army  to  any  other  department  of  Oovernment. 
If  this  power  was  generally  transferred  to  the 
President,  he  might  at  all  times  raise  an  army, 
without  Ihe  consent  of  Congress;  but  it  would 
not  be  said  that  this  would  be  the  case,  if  this  bill 
should  pass.  It  is  not  doubted  that  the  Legisla- 
ture may  order  an  army  to  be  raised  by  the  Presi- 
dent, in  case  of  a  declaration  of  war,  or  of  an  in- 
vasion ;  hut  gentlemen  say  the  contingency  ought 
not  to  depend  upon  the  opinion  of  the  President- 
But,  Mr.  P.  said,  this  must  either  be  done,  or  you 
must  burden  your  constituents  unnecessarily,  by 
raisins  the  army  before  it  is  wanted.  It  had  been 
said  tnat  it  was  not  fair  to  arcue  from  former 
violations  of  right.  This,  he  BllDwed,  was  a  fair 
objection  as  it  respects  real  violations  of  right, 
but  where  a  thing  has  frequently  been  done  in 
one  way,  and  no  objections  raised  to  that  course, 
it  was  reasonable  to  suppose  that  course  was  not 

Mr.  P.  was  surprised  to  hear  gentlemen  attempt 
a  distinction  between  tbe  case  of  immediately 
raising  an  army,  and  ordering  il  to  be  raised  in 
case  of  certain  contingencies.  If  he  could  discover 
any  difference,  he  should  be  for  immediately  vo- 
ting this  army;  but  not  seeing  this,  he  thought  it 
unreasonable  that  he  should  either  burden  the 
country  with  an  unnecessary  expense,  or  leave  it  in 
a  great  degree  defenceless.  He  neliered  the  power 
proposed  to  be  given  to  amount  to  no  more  than 
this :  It  said  to  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
''if  war  should  be  declared  against  this  country, 
if  we  should  be  invaded,  or  if  you  should  have 
certain  information  that  force  is  preparing  to 
make  such  an  invasion,  you  shall  proceed  to  raise 
this  army."     He  ihou^t,  therefore,  every  Coa- 
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BtituiioDal  objection  musi  fall  lo  the  grouad' 
But  an  objection  was  made  to  ibis  clause  be- 
cause il  ^ve  powei  to  the  President  for  an  un- 
limiied  time.  He  should  hare  no  objection  to 
limit  the  period  within  which  this  power  should 
be  exercised.  He  ahould  have  do  objection  lo 
limit  it  till  the  next  meeting  of  Congress. 

It  was  said  that  if  Congress  had  the  power  to 
Test  the  power  of  raising  an  army  in  the  Presi- 
dent, they  might  also  transfer  the  power  of  rais- 
ing R  tax  to  him.  He  beliered  this  tuight  be 
done  in  the  same  way.  A  law  might  be  passed 
for  raising  a  tax,  specifying  the  mode  of  laying  it, 
and  the  quantum  of  money  to  be  raised,  hut  with 
■  provision  that  it  should  not  be  collected  until  it 
was  wanted,  or  until  some  contingency  should 
t^e  place.  But  if  this  w&s  done,  he  should  not 
conceive  that  he  transferred  the  power  of  raisiog 
taxes  to  the  President,  any  more  than  the  passing 
of  this  bill  would  transfer  the  power  of  raising  an 
army  to  him. 

The  passing  of  the  present  bill  in  this  form, 
would  also  save  expense  in  more  ways  thai)  one. 
It  would  show  to  the  Powers  of  Europe  that  we 
were  determined  to  prepare  for  our  defence,  and 
that  if  an  attack  should  be  tnade  upon  us,  we  are 
determined  to  repel  it.  It  was  upon  this  ground 
that  be  was  in  fmvor  of  raising  30,000  men  in- 
atead  of  10,000.  To  show  a  spirit  of  this  kijid, 
he  beliered,  would  be  our  best  means  of  defence, 
u  it  miffhi  prevent  any  attack  being  made  upon 
OS,  and,  Dy  so  doing,  save  us  an  immediate  ei- 
pnise. 

But  it  had  been  said,  that  those  who  wished  to 
prevent  the  land  tax  becomine  permanent,  ought 
to  vote  against  this  bill,  as  ine  one  was  to  meet 
the  expense  of  the  other.  He  did  not  thiok-  this 
was  the  case  by  any  means.  Many  who  voted  in 
Cavor  of  the  land  tax  being  annual,  he  doubled 
no^  would  vote  for  this  bill  also.  They  mieht 
conceive  that  the  money  would  be  belter  raisedin 
another  way. 

With  respect  to  the  expediency  of  the  measure, 
it  appeared  to  htm  that  it  would  be  wisi 
dent  in  the  United  States,  ia  case  of  i 
tiOD  of  war,  an  invasion,  or  threatened 
not  to  lose  a  moment  to  add  this  force  to 
peace  establishment.  The  committee  had  been 
told  that  on  a  former  occasion,  the  militia  wei 
found  adequate  to  the  defence  of  the  countrv. 
He  believed  an  instance  of  that  kind  had  scarcely 
ever  occurred.  He  knew  they  had  been  of  essen- 
tial benefit  in  supporting  the  regular  army;  but 
the  instances  irere  few  in  which  they  of  themsel-™ 
rendered  any  essential,  service  in  the  war. 
had  a  gentleman  in  his  eye,  under  whom  the 
militia  had  alone  rendered  very  considerable  ser- 
vice. He  spoke  particularly  of  the  afiair  at 
King|s  Mountain,  m  North  Carolina.  But  the 
militia  would  never  remain  in  the  field  for  any 
length  of  lime.  It  was  true,  he  saw  militia  in 
(be  late  war  that  wereequal  to  any  troops  in  the 
world ;  these  consisted  of  men  who  had  been 
driven  from  their  homes  by  the  enemy,  and  who 
could  not  of  course  return  to  their  families.  But 
Ood  forbid  this  country  should  ever  be  brought  in- 


again ;  if  it  were,  militia  would 
then  be  as  good  troops  as  could  be  bad,  but  not 
under  any  other  circumstances. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  had  men- 
tioned the  case  of  Boston.  That  was  a  very  par- 
ticular case.  A  small  British  force  was  encamp- 
ed in  a  very  populous  country,  where  the  people 
were  united  in  one  spirit  sod  trained  to  arms. 
They  certainly  were  very  serviceable  in  the  first 
iostance.  But  what  was  the  opinion  of  thow 
who  were  at  the  bead  of  our  military  affairs  al 
the  commencement  of  the  Revolution  1  Did  they 
think  the  militia  were  equal  to  the  defence  of  th« 
country?  No,  they  did  not.  The  first  step  they 
took,  after  the  first  hostility,  was  to  organize  a 
regclar  corps.  A  Commander-in-Chief  was  ap- 
pointed, wno  carried  the  country  through  th« 
war.  He  went  to  Boston,  and  raised  men  ai 
regular  troops.  And  this  he  believed  it  would  be 
proper  to  do  now.  He  had  ai  good  an  opinion  of 
the  militia  as  any  man,  but  he  believed  it  was 
necessary  to  have  regulars  to  mix  with  them. 

But  the  same  gent^man  instanced  New  Jersey, 
where  he  says  great  honor  was  achieved  by  the 
militia.  Mr.  P.  believed  some  of  the  militia  were 
present  at  thesa  actions }  but  he  did  not  recollect 
anything  brilliant  performed  al  Trenton  or  Prince- 
ton by  the  militia,  without  a  regular  force.  If 
the  eentleman  made  inquiry  into  the  business,  h« 
would  find  the  troops  were  mixed,  and  that  the 
principal  part  of  the  defence  was  performed  by 
regular  troops. 

He  mentioned  another  case,  &lm<»l  exactly  of 
ibe  same  nature.  He  meant  the  army  which  cap- 
tared  General  Burgoyne.  Mr.  P.  said,  there  were, 
he  believed,  more  iban  one  person  present  who 
was  eaeaged  in  that  afiair,  and  if  Che  gentleman 
referred  to  them,  he  would  find  that  brilliant  ac- 
tion WHS  not  accomplished  by  militiaalone.  ThoM 
gentlemen  will  tell  him,  that  had  it  ftot  been  for 
a  regular  efiective  army,  Barsoyne's  army  would 
never  have  been  captured.  He  believed  not  lesc 
than  6,000  regular  troops  were  present.  The  ar- 
guments drawn  from  these  instances,  therefore, 
(ell  to  the  ground. 

Some  gentlemen  seemed  confident  in  the  opin- 
ion that  our  militia  would  be  a  sufficient  defence 
for  the  country.  For  himself,  he  would  not  hesi- 
tate to  say,  he  should  feel  himself  much  more  easy, 
if  there  was  a  regular  force  in  the  country  from 
which  he  came,  in  aid  of  the  militia,  than  if  there 
was  none.  He  did  not  say  this  from  a  want  of 
respect  for  the  militia  of  South  Carolina.  They 
had  heretofore  acted  well,  and  he  had  no  doubt 
they  would  do  so  again,  if  their  service  should  be 
wanted.  He  had  itirom  a  gentleman  whose  duty 
it  was  to  attend  to  them,  that  they  were  as 


many  years ;  but  if  1,200  or  1,300  regulars  were 
stationed  in  the  lower  part  of  the  country,  where 
the  population  is  sparse,  to  be  marched  to  any* 

Elaee  where  an  attack  might  be  made,  he  should 
e  better  satined,  than  to  depend  entirely  upcm 
the  militia.  If  it  was  not,  indeed,  for  the  expense, 
he  should  be  for  immediately  raising  troops  to 
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Mod  to  that  part  of  the  counlry  ;  foi  h«  belicred 
a  pisdatory  iDvasion  mi^ht  take  place  from  the 
West  Indies,  aod  do  coQSiderable  mischief  there, 
before  an  effectual  force  of  mililia  could  be  drawn 
out  lo  oppose  it.  Feeling  as  he  did,  therefore,  he 
could  not  but  vote  for  tlie  present  bill. 

The  gentleman  frooi  Pennsylyanin  admits  that 
it  may  be  necessary  to  have  a  siandiag  army  in 
time  of  actual  war ;  but  Mysit  would  be  improper 
lo  raise  an  army  before  we  know  whether  we 
•hall  have  any  occasion  to  use  it ;  but  the  gentle- 
man ought  to  recollect  that  except  thi<  probability 
exists,  in  a  very  strong  degree  indeed,  this  army 
will  not  be  tsised. 

Before  be  aat  down,  Mr.  P.  said,  it  might  be 
proper  to  makes  few  cemarkanpoa  what  had  fal' 
en  from  the  gentlevan  from  Tennessee.  Had 
not  cosie  from  his  authority,  he  could  scarcely 
have  conceived  that  militia  could,  at  any  lime, 
have  been  an  overmatch  for  regular  troops.  But 
the  gentlentan  has  relied  upon  ancient  history  for 
the  Ulustration  of  his  position,  and  has  spoken  of 
Greece  and  Rome.  He  would  remark,  that  if 
this  country  was  oiluated  as  Greece  and  Bome 
were,  and  our  enemy  in  all  respects  as  theirs,  tbe 
comparison  might  hold  with  more  force  than  it 
does  at  present.  Besides,  if  the  armies  of  Greece 
and  Rome  were  militia,  there  were  no  armies  at 
that  time.  Those  countries  defended  themselves 
by  armies  which  they  could  organize  and  disci' 
piine  in  the  best  manner,  which  tney  could  march 
a  thousand  miles  from  home,  to  conquer  distant 
provinces.  They  were  perhaps  tbe  most  regular 
umies  that  ever  existed.  If,  said  Mr.  P.,  we  ex- 
pected to  be  attacked  by  militia,  he  should  be 
willing  to  trust  our  defence  to  militia ;  but  as  it 
was  likely  we  should  be  attacked  by  well  disci- 
plined troops,  he  should  wish  to  have  regular 
troops  to  meet  them. 

But  the  Dtilitia  of  France  was  brought  into  no- 
lice,  and  their  valor  highly  spoken  of.  If  we  had 
the  power  which  France  has  exercised,  of  making 
a  well-disciplined  soldiet  of  every  man  from  eigh- 
teen to  twenty-five  years  of  age  in  one  requisition, 
and  if  those  were  not  sufficient,  to  call  foe  a  «e- 
eood  and  third,  it  might  be  said  our  militia  would 
be  equal  to  tbe  troops  of  France.  But,  God  for- 
bid that  we  should  ever  bare  occasion  lo  do  this. 
When  the  militia  bill  was  under  consideration,  be 
was  for  imitating  the  French,  in  some  degree,  by 
dividing  the  iniLcia  into  select  and  several  corps, 
in  order  to  give  all  our  force  military  knowledge. 
He  wouldiemark,  however,  that,  when  tbe  French 
called  out  these  militia,  they  grafted  them  upon 
the  remainder  of  a  well-organized  army,  to  which, 
perhaps,  may  be  ascribed,  m  a  great  degree,  tbeit 
auceesaes. 

With  Kspect  to  the  danger  to  be  dreaded  from 
an  amy  of  this  kind  to  the  liberties  of  the  people, 
he  said  it  was  perfectly  groundless.  He  was  as 
much  an  enemy  to  a  standing  army,  in  time  of 
-peace,  as  any  man  ;  but  this  was  to  be  an  army 
for  a  particular  emergency.  If  tbe  arguments  of 
the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  went  to  anything, 
they  must  go  to  the  disbanding  of  our  present 
•mall  army,  employed  principal^  in  the  defeace 


of  our  frontier.  But  what  degree  of  blame  caa 
be  imputed  to  the  troops  in  Teouessee,  to  which 
he  alluded?  None,  in  nis  opinion.  If  there  was 
any  blame,  it  was  4d  the  law  which  originated  in 
that  House,  directing  certain  measures  to  be  taken, 
and  that  aay  person  settling  within  certain  bounds 
in  that  State,  which  belongs  to  the  Indians,  should 
be  removed  by  the  Executive,  and  if  he  thoucbt 
it  necessary,  by  means  of  an  armed  force.  The 
President  tnougbt  the  time  was  arrived  when  b« 
.ought  to  carry  the  law  into  execution,  and  be 
did  it. 

From  all  the  considerations  he  bad  mentioned, 
and  which  he  recajii  tula  ted,  he  should  be  in  favwr 
of  retaining  ibe  first  section  of  the  bilL  which 
might  afterwards  be  modified,  so  as  to  becoioe 
more  generally  acceptable  than  it  now  appean 
to  be. 

Mr.  McDowell  said,  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  (Mr.  HarfbrJ  had  yesterday  worked 
up  his  passions  in  representing  the  dangers  to 
whioh  tlie  coast  of  South  Carolina  and  Georgia 
are  exposed^  from  attacks  which  may  be  made 
upon  them  from  the  West  Indies,  and  attributed 
the  want  of  a  similar  temper  in  other  members, 
to  the  security  of  theii  situations.  Though  he 
himself  lived  near  the  mountains,  yet  he  Mt  for 
those  who  resided  on  the  seacoast,  with  which  be 
w^  well  acquainted.  When  the  coast  was  for- 
merly attacked,  the  people  in  bis  neighborhood 
showed  tbeii  readiness  to  give  the  citizens  there 
every  possible  assistancej  and  he  was  certain,!/ 
the  same  necessity  again  occurred,  they  would  be 
as  ready  as  formerly  to  defend  thair  country 
against  any  invader  whatever. 

But  he  was  sorry  to  hear  that  tbe  constitueota 
of  that  gentleman  were  so  greatly  alarmed,  that 
they  trembled  for  their  safety. 

Mr.  Harpeb  said,  that  he  did  not  say  that  bia 
cooslitueats  trembled,  but  that  they  were  appre* 
hensive  of  dajBger. 

Mr.  McDowell  onderstood  the  gentleman  as 
using  very  strong  exptessioos  on  this  subject ;  but, 
if  this  law  were  to  pass,  he  supposed  all  would  be 
well.  And  yet,  if  the  consliluenis  of  that  gentle- 
man were  in  daily  apprehension  of  being  attacked, 
how  could  the  passing  of  this  bill  relieve  than, 
since  these  nien  were  not  to  be  raised,  until  immi- 
nent danger  appeared  7  It  must  be  recollected 
that,  during  the  Summer  session,  eighty  thousand 
militiamen  were  ordered  to  be  held  in  readinesi, 
and  any  part,  or  the  whole  of  which,  may  be 
called  out,  whenever  it  shall  be  necessary.  And 
would  not  these  be  mate  effective  than  ihe  raising 
of  ten  thousand  regular  jroopsT  They  certainly 
would.  If  any  attack  was  made,  it  would  he  a 
a  predatory  nature,  and  the  militia  would  soon 

Much  had  been  said  about  the  service  of  the 
ilitia  and  of  reeulars.  Mr.  McD.  said,  he  ^"f 
served  in  tbe  regulars  and  knew  their  usefulnesa, 
and  if  a  war  took  place,  be  would  give  his  cheei- 
ful  assent  to  the  raising  of  an  army;  but  nothing 
ihort  of  war,  or  actual  invasion,  would  indiMS 
bim  to  go  into  on  establishmentof  this  kind,  as  Iw 
believed  the  militia  adequate  to  our  defence  in  tbe 
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first  iosUDce.    He  ufaonld.  therefore,  be  oppoMd 
k>  the  bill. 

Mr.  Sdiiteb  was  opposed  to  the  priDciple  of 
the  bill,  aod  diupproTed  the  objects  it  had  in 
leinplBtioa  la  effect ;  but  abovs  all  be  was  oppos- 
ed to  the  principle  coatBioed  in  the  first  sectios. 
Bamely,  that  oi  traosferring  the  GoDstitutioDai 
LepaUtive  power  of  Congrets  to  the  President 
or  EzecuiivB  braoch  of  the  QoTemnient.  GeiK 
tlmieB  who  advocate  this  principle,  being  well 
apprized  that  pointed  aad  Coaititntioiiai  objec- 
taons  may  be  urged  against  them,  have  tlioaght 
proper  to  draw  to  their  support  sume  precedents  in 
vbiob  Congress  hare  made  a  tranefei  of  their 
powen  j  those  precedents  could  not  be  expected 
to  haTe  much  weight  with  him ;  indeed,  thejr  had 
no  woght,  for  error  coold  ne?er  be  sanctioned  by 
beiDg  repeated.  He  admitted  thai  similar  qnes- 
tloDt  had  been  agitated  ia  Congress,  whieh  bad 
met  with  rariou*  fates ;  bnt,  whatever  the  decis- 
ions  might  have  been,  he  fiad  uniformly  voted 
agaioM  the  principle  of  transferring  power  from 
one  branch  of  the  Qorernment  to  the  other. 

Having  been  then  in  uniform  opposiiioa  to  the 
ptincifde  on  every  occasion,  it  was  not  to  be  expect- 
ed that  he  should  concur  in  its  establishment  on 
the  present,  especially  as  the  proposed  measure 
apprared  to  bim  lo  be  highly  momentous,  iovolv- 
ing  in  it  the  peace,  the  hapjuness,  and  even  the 
liberty  of  bis  country.  Nay,  so  far  from  its  being 
expected  that  he  should  throw  in  his  vote  of  ap- 
probaiiott,  it  was  lo  be  expected  (and  he  woald 
not  deceive  that  expectation)  that  be  should  be 
more  sarnest  in  his  opposition;  and,  believing 
that  there  was  no  necessity  for  raisiag  a  provis- 
ional or  any  army  at  this  time,  he  intended  to 
vote  against  the  whole  bill. 

He  recommended  it  to  the  committee  lo  take  a 
comprehensive  view  of  our  situation  before  they 
eaga^^  in  a  system  of  soch  immense  expense ; 
in  doing  whicb,  they  would  necessarily  turn  Ibeir 
attenlioa  to  what  is  passing  among  Ibe  nations 
of  Bnrope ;  by  one  of  thuse  nations,  it  was  said, 
the  United  States  are  imminoitly  threatened; 
gantlem«i  urge  it  stroiigly  as  a  thing  certain  and 
at  hand,  that  we  arc  to  apprehend  ererf  species 
of  attack;  but,  notwithstanding  all  that  had  been 
related  over  and  over  again  on  this  head,  he  still 
difered  in  opinion  with  those  gentlemen  as  to 
what  was  likely  to  be  the  issue.  He  bad  attend- 
ed to  all  the  information  which  had  been  disclos- 
ed;  he  had  listened  patiently  to  gentlemen's  spec- 
iUnlioos,'aDd  had  contemplated,  as  far  as  his  miod 
wai  capable  of  bearing  him  through  (be  research, 
and  that  too  with  great  aolicilude,  on  what  was 
the  situation  of  the  United  States,  as  ihey  stood 
connected  with  a  certain  Bnropean  Power.  He 
had  not  been  able  to  discover,  nor  did  be  believe, 
that  we  have  any  cause  to  apprehend  an  imme- 
diate invasion  from  (hat  quarter,  oor  was  he  in- 
clined  to  believe  that  ever  soch  an  intention  ex- 
isted ;  but,  even  if  it  did,  will  any  man,  who  is 
capable  of  forming  a  jndgment  of  the  present  slate 
of  things  there,  and  wnat  they  are  likely  to  be  for 
a  coDsideraUe  length  of  time  to  come,  say  that 
thare  is  not  ample  employment  tor  their  energies; 
5th  Cojt. — 5S 


that  there  are  not  difficulties  of  such  magnitude 
in  tbe  way  as  will  secure  us  from  an  invasion  foi 
a  longer  period  than  iho.'e  gentlemen  who  have 
expressed  (heir  alarm  have  thought  proper  to 
foretell  f  For  his  pert,  he  had  no  doubt  this  was 
the  case ;  he  felt  snrprised,  indeed,  at  finding  geu- 
tlemen  so  apprehensive  of  danger  from  (his  quar- 
ter, that  (bey  were  not  content  with  an  additional 
army  of  10,000  men,  as  reported  by  tbe  select  crao- 
mittee,  but  were  for  employing  20,000,  tbe  number 
proposed  by  the  Senate.  Nay,  some  of  (hem  dii 
not  even  think  themselves  secure  unlees  the  num- 
ber was  extended  to  60,000,  fca-  even  that  number 
bad  been  advocated  on  this  door;  but  havegeo- 
tlemen  no  feeling  for  their  constiiuenisl  Will 
they  drain  their  pocheis  to  the  lastcentl  Th* 
cmumittee  are  informed  ihat  the  annual  expense 
of  10,000  men  will  not  be  defrayed  under  four  mil- 
lions of  dollars ;  bnt  this  information  is  not  accu- 
rate, as  four  millions  of  dollars  will  be  inadequate, 
when  we  come  to  bring  into  the  account  the  larfa 
items  of  expense  necessary  the  momeat  inch  a 
force  is  put  in  motion  ;  even  the  expense  of  four 
millions  of  dollars  will  be  found  great,  perhain 
unbearable,  but  what  would  the  expense  be  if  it 
was  made  commensurate  with  the  apprehensioae 
of  those  who  are  most  alarmed  1 

This  faroriteschemeof  raisingastanding  army 
m^^<t  be  pushed  forward  by  every  aid  of  fact  aud 
fiction,  and  that  its  success  may  be  insured,  the 
Southern  members  are  to  be  terrified  into  itsadop- 
tioa,  for  we  are  told  that  ibe  Southern  Sutes  have 
much  to  fear,  that  there  is  every  reason  to  believe 
the  Souihero  Stales  will  be  speedily  invaded  by 
a  merciless  and  vindictive  foe  from  (he  West  In- 
die*. Thai  at  (his  moment  thousands  may  b« 
disgorving  on  our  shores;  that  (hey  are  prepared 
to  strike.  And  (be  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina (Mr.  HaaPKH,  one  of  his  colleagues)  has,  in 
the  height  of  his  eeal  for  American  defence,  or 
his  fears  for  the  safety  of  the  Southern  States,  M 
from  some  other  cause,  which  he  did  not  pretend 
to  divine^  by  his  nice  and  minute  delineations  of 
the  condition  of  the  Southern  States,  shown  to 
the  House  a  terrifying  picture  of  Sootnem  imbe- 
cility, and  bad  also  published  to  this  cruel,  mali- 
cious, and  insidious  enemy,  (as  he  terms  theni,) 
an  enemy  sufficiently  penetrating  without  bis  aia, 
every  point,  every  avenue,  every  position, most  ad- 
vantageous for  them  to  uke  in  attack ;  he  has  ex- 
posed our  morn  vulnerable  parts  to  their  invetera- 
cy, and  our  wealthiest  part  (o  (heir  rapacity.  The 
policy  or  prudence  which  dictated  the  detail,  be 
did  not  stop  to  examine,  but  went  on  to  ask,  sup- 
posing these  marauders  were  disposed  to  iDVad* 
the  Southern  States,  whether  it  would  not  be  al- 
lowed that  (hey  were  too  Iblly  and  completely  oe- 
cupied  nearer  home,  to  be  at  liberty  to  execute  at 
(his  time  their  intentioas  of  such  an  invasion  1 
For  his  pari  he  thought  such  was  their  condition, 
and  expected  it  would  contiuue  to  be  so  for  some 
time  to  come ;  but,  admitting  that  it  is  povi- 
ble  for  the  man  who  has  been  mentioned,  to  iar 
vade  our  coast  with  the  three  or  four  thonsaad 
men  spoken  of,  the  consequences  predicted  ara  aoi 
likely  to  follow.    The  leaaouing  of  his  eoUeagW 
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being  admitted,  perhaps  his  coQclosions  might 
also;  but  the  former  Dot  being  just,  the  latter  could 
not  result. 

He  was  aware  that  the  DQmb«r  of  inhabitaDts 
of  the  lower  coudItv,  of  the  States  of  Georgia, 
South  Carolina,  and  North  Garolitia,  as  Rialed  by 
his  colleague,  was  not  very  great;  but  he  did  not 
consent  to  we  deductioo  which  the  gentleman 
had  made,  thai,  therefore,  the  lower  country  was 
rery  weak  in  point  of  force  to  oppose  an  invasion. 
And  bare  he  deemed  it  proper  to  notice  the  at- 
tempt which  had  been  made  to  draw  inTidious 
distinctions  between  the  militia  force  of  our  coun- 
try and  what  are  termed  regulars — attempts  con- 
qtantly  made  by  the  ad70cates  of  standing  armies, 
BOt  only  on  this  occasion  bnt  on  many  others — 
not  only  on  this  floor,  but  in  the  other  branch  of 
^e  Legislature,  and  Tery  lately,  in  a  pointed  man- 
ner  by  bis  colleague^  (Mr.  Hibpeb,)  who  pressed 
the  establisbmeal  of  a  standing  army  b^  depress- 
ioff  the  manly  character  of  hii  fellow-citizens,  he 
(Mr.  Harper^  had  said  he  was  well  scquainted 
with  the  Soutoern  States,  that  the  inhabitants  on 
the  seaboard  are  few,  that  for  fifty  or  sixty  miles 
they  are  still  fewer,  that  the  strong  population  is 
qoiie  remote,  that  the  whole  in  general  are  badly 
armed,  manT  altogether  without  arms ;  that  they 
are  not  well  organized,  and  even  if  they  were 
they  are  not  to  De  depended  upon,  nnlesa  beaded 
and  aided  by  regular  troops;  in  short,  that  no 
good  can  be  expected  from  the  militia,  unless  they 
are  supported  by  regulars. 

Now,  said  Mr.  §.,  admitting  my  colleague  to 
know  sameihiDE  of  the  geograpbicat  situation  of 
the  country  he  has  attempted  to  delineate  by  such 
an  unfavorable  description,  neither  he  nor  his 
constituents  ought  to  be  surprised  if  1  assure  him 
thai  if  his  knowledge  of  the  military  prowess  of 
his  couotrymen  is  so  limited  as  his  description  in- 
diiiates,  it  amounts  to  tittle  or  nothing  at  all-,  the 
true  force  of  the  Southern  States  to  defend  them- 
Hlves  cannot  be  doubted  by  those  who  were  at- 
tentive observers  of  its  exertion  through  our  Revo- 
lutionary war.  And  the  militia,  notwithstanding 
its  defamers,  effected  much.  All  the  corps  were 
not  of  the  description  of  that  to  which  his  col- 
league said  be  once  belonged ;  he  (Mr.  Harpkb) 
had  said  that  the  corps  of  which  he  had  bwo  a 
member  was  as  respectable  as  any  whatever,  but 
he  had  remarked  that  while  he  belonged  to  it  that 
ibey  were  generally  dissatisfied,  always  io  disor- 
der, and  when  drawn  into  service  always  relaxing 
from  discipline,  quitting  the  corps  and  returning 
home  without  leave,  and  not  to  be  kept  together 
or  at  alt  depended  upon,  unless  when  acting  with 
or  led  on  by  regular  troops.  Here  Mr.  3.  ob- 
served, that  be  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing  the 
commaadiog  officer  of  the  corps  to  which  his  col- 
laague  had  said  he  belonged,  within  two  months 
aAer  the  corps  was  raised,  then  on  a  tour  of  duty 
with  the  Southern  army,  and  it  evinced  to  his 
nind  that  there  was  somewhat  of  that  want  of 
discipline,  and  desire  to  be  or  remain  at  home 
among  some  of  the  corps,  for  he  really  had  no  re- 
collection of  seeing  him  with  his  officers,  and  there 
may  be  some  rewon  to  conjecture  that  be  had  not 


accompanied  him  on  that  tour  of  duty ;  if  so,  it 
will  no  longer  be  wondered  at  that  the  gentlemaa 
insists  on  placing  no  confidence  in  militiamen 
generally,  and  if  be,  Mr.  3.,  was  to  detail  what  he 
bad  witnessed  of  the  strength,  of  the  means,  and 
of  the  disposition  of  the  Southern  militia,  it  would 
go  to  show  that  he  (Mr.  H.)  not  being  on  the 
ground,  has  less  knowledge  of  the  subject  than  he 
IS  desirous  of  being  believed  to  possess. 

It  is  an  unpleasant  thing,  said  Mr.  S^  for  me  to 
have  to  make  any  remarlis  on  a  subject  of  this 
sort ;  but  so  frequently  have  gentlemen  made  in- 
vidious distinctions  between  the  courage  and  <&• 
cncy  of  militia  and  regulars,  and  with  so  much 
injustice  to  the  former,  that  I  cannot  permit  their 
assertions  any  longer  to  pass  without  notice.  For 
doin^  this,  I  do  not  mean  to  derogate  from  the 
merit  of  the  late  American  regular  army,  nor 
more  particularly  from  that  part  of  it  which 
served  to  the  Southward,  of  whose  condition  I  can 
Itetter  judre  than  of  that  which  served  in  the 
Middle  ana  Eastern  districts  ;  as  to  them  I  am  bold 
to  say,  tney  were  not  inferior,  under  all  circum- 
stances, to  any  army  of  equal  numbers  and-emial 
opportunities  which  1  ttave  heard  or  read  of  io 
any  time  or  in  any  place;  hut,  then,  it  must  also 
be  remembered,  whatever  gentlemen  may  here 
say  to  the  contrary,  that  the  militia  were  as  ser- 
viceahle  and  as  successful  as  any  regulars  what- 

He  said  be  would  take  a  cursory  review  of  the 
services  of  the  militia  in  one  of  the  Southern 
States,  which  would  tend  to  support  Im  last  de- 
claration. 

He  would  quote  only  a  few  cases  out  of  a  great 
number  where  l&e  militia  had  acted  alone,  with- 
out aoy  co-operation  or  support  from  the  regulaiE, 
and  that  a^inst  the  veteran  and  conquering 
cavalry  and  infantry  ofBritish  corps,  and  in  which 
actions  they  were  distinguished  lor  their  bravery 
and  success.  It  may  be  remeinbered  that  very 
partial,  if  any,  impressions  had  ever  been  made  by 
our  regular  troops  on  the  British  corps  of  cavalry 
during  the  early  period  of  war ;  and  it  seemed  to 
be  reserved  to  the  Southern  mititia  to  convince 
them  that  their  equals  existed  in  our  country.  It 
is  Dol  to  be  attributed  to  the  want  of  courage  or 
discipline  in  our  regular  corps  that  this  bad  not 
been  done  before,  but  to  imperious  circumstances 
which  DO  skill  could  overcome ;  bnt  this  did  not 
change  the  fact. 

Aner  the  fall  ot  Charleston  in  1780,  the  first 
action,  and  tlist  fought  by  the  militia,  without 
any  aid  from  our  regulars,  was  the  action  of  Fish- 
ing Creek,  where,  without  entering  into  a  minute 
description  of  all  the  circumstances  attendant  on 
such  an  occasion,  it  will  be  sufficient  to  say.  that 
the  gallant  Captain  Rooke,  who  commanaed  a 
squadron  of  Tarleton's  legion,  fell,  and  the  whole 
force  was  beaten  and  dispersed. 

A  few  days  after — and  here  permit  me,  said  Mr. 
S.,  to  remark,  that  if  my  colleague  does  not  re- 
member, and  our  historians  have  neglected  to  re- 
cord the  achievements  of  the  militia,  ^et  justice 
is  in  some  degree  done  them  by  a  Bntish  histo- 
rian, wbo  was  an  officer  in  the  British  service  in 
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that  pan  of  our  couDlry ,  rdJ  at  ihe  very  time  1  am 
n>eaki[ie  of.  who  cocioborBtcB  my  facts — a  few 
days  after  ao  attack  was  made  by  the  militia  od 
Bocky  Mount,  and  Colonel  Turnbull,  who  cora- 
maoded  the  enemy's  force,  aad  who  is  now  in 
New  York,  I  have  do  doubl  tias  caodoi  enough 
to  ackoowledge.  that  from  the  contest  be  had  witb 
them,  ^altbouga  stroocl^  defended  bv  well  con- 
attucted  works,)  and  wnich  laated  tea  hours,  there 
b  somelhiog  due  to  their  bravery  aad  the  effect  of 
their  arms. 

Eiaht  dayM  after  the  affair  oa  Rocky  Mount,  an 
attack  was  made  on  the  British  at  ibeir  post*  of 
the  Hauginff  Rock.  The  force  on  this  occasion 
consisted  of  the  same  corps  of  South  Carolina 
militia  who  had  enterprise  on  the  other  occa- 
sion ;  they  were  io  number  about  &00;  they  had 
been  joined  by  a  few  of  the  militia  from  Noilb 
Carolipa,  and  it  is  a  ^easure  to  reflect  on  the 
cordiality  and  bra?ery  displayed  by  them  on  this 


The  eoemy's  force  at  this  post  was  1,300  ef- 
fectives ;  yet  the  result  was,  after  an  action  which 
lasted  through  the  greatest  part  of  ibe  day,  thai 
Major  Bryan's  corps  was  totally  defeated,  the 
Prince  of  Wales'  raiment  eitennioated,  even,  its 
name  has  never  since  been  recorded.  Other  de- 
tachments from  the  63d  and  71st,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Major  Carden,  were  also  cut  up,  driven 
from  their  encampment  with  the  entire  loss  of 
baggage,  Slc,;  and,  iri  the  course  of  this  action, 
Captain  Kinlaw,  with  a  squadron  of  Tarleion's 
legion,  arrived  Irom  Rocky  Mount,  made  a  des- 
perate charge  on  the  militia,  was  repulsed  by 
them,  and  ned  to  Camden,  without  aiiemping  to 
renew  the  combat.  In  this,  as  welt  as  other  ac- 
tions, it  ought  to  be  remembered  how  many  held 
officers,  brave  captains,  and  other  officers,  as  well 
as  valuable  citizens,  fell,  or  wei%  wounded,  while 
another  nation  had  to  regret  in  this  action  alone 
the  loss  of  upwards  of  800  men. 

Passing  by  a  number  of  important  and  consider- 
able conflicts  which  took  place  between  the  Brit- 
ish regulars  and  the  Southern  militia,  still  un- 
supported by  regulars  of  our  own  army,  said  Mr. 
6.,  I  come  now  to  mention  the  attack  which  was 
made  in  Ibe  neighborhood  of  Winnes borough, 
while  Lord  Cornwallis  laid  in  that  town,  upon 
the  South   Carolina  mihtia,  by  a  British  regular 


force  under  Majors  Wymes  and  McCarthy,  sup- 

'  by  two  troops  of     "   '      "'        '  ' 

together  and  formed  for  the  purpose 


ported  by  t^ 


roops  of  cavalry,  the  whole  corps 
tnd  formed  for  tne  purpose;  after 
s  charges  made  by  the  infantry  and  cavalry, 
and  after  repeated  repulses,  the  enemy  was  to- 
tally repelled,  their  commanding  officer  wounded 
and  taken,  together  with  a  number  of  his  corps, 
and  the  rest  were  dispersed. 

On  (he  return  of  Colonel  Tarleton  to  Wii 
borough  another  effort  wau  made,  and  from  the 
number  as  well  as  the  nature  of  the  troops  en 
ployed,  it  was  certainly  intended  to  be  effectual  i 
driving  the  South  Carolina  militia  from  that  pa: 
of  the  country ;  for  it  was  Tarleion's  legion,  Mi 
Carthy's  corps,  and  thai  part  of  the  63il,  under 
Major  Mooey^  which  troops  were  led  to  the  at- 
tack of  the  militia  on  the  30th  of  November  i  the 


result  of  this  action  is  known  to  those  who  do  not 
to  detract  from  the  merit  of  the  militia. 
The  enemy's  detachment  consisted  of  370  legi- 
onary horse^  and  upwards  of  40O  regular  infantry, 
with  two  field  pieces  ;  the  militia  were  between 
five  and  six  hundred,  without  (as  indeed  they 
were  through  all  the  actions  I  have  described)  ■ 
lingle  piece  of  artillery.  In  the  number  of  militia 
ire  included  some  Georgians,  who  not  only  ac- 
quired honor  to  themselves  from  their  exertions  on 
that  dav,  but  did  honor  to  their  country.  The 
of  the  British  cavalry  was  iheo  decided ;  thej 
bad  beenformerlyiiacottqaerable,butaf^er  that  day 
they  were  never  known  to  be  brought  to  act  with 
'ther  energy  or  effect. 
Knowing  the  ardor  and  firmness  of  the  South- 
n  militJL  and  liot  doubting  but  the  militia  of 
e  several  Slates  in  the  Uriion  possess  equal  mo- 
tives for  their  exertions,  equal  spirit  and  activity, 
I  cannot,  said  Mr.  S.,  but  rely  on  them  as  the 
natural  and  main  support  of  our  national  indft- 
pendence — a  support  fully  effectual  without  a  re- 
'Currence  to  a  alandiog  army.  These  few  cases,  and 
it  is  stopping  very  short  indeed  of  what  the  merits 
of  the  Southeru  militia  deserve,  tend  to  show  that 
ihecharges  brought  against  ihemilitiagenerally  are 
as  unfounded  as  they  are  cruel  to  their  feelings; 
while,  at  the  same  time,  they  demonstrate,  that  if 
an  invasion  (which  is  a  contingency  by  no  means 
likely  to  happen)  should  actually  take  place,  we 
may  rely  with  confidence  on  the  manly  exertiOM 
of  the  militia  to  meet  the  attack,  and  to  resist 
every  effort^  at  least  for  such  a  period  as  until 
more  effective  aid  shall  be  drawn  down  to  their 
support,  and  more  permanent  measures  adopted. 

Mr.  S.  concluded  with  saying,  that  near  a  mil-  . 
lion  of  dollars  had  been  appropriated  for  the  pur- 
chase of  artillery  and  small  arms;  350,000  for  ad- 
ditional fortifications,  and  80,000  for  fitting  gal- 
leys. He  wished  the  appropriation  for  the  gaireys 
to  have  been  increased,  oy  takings  part  from  the 
■urn  appropriated  for  additional  fortifications ;  a* 
he  conceived,  from  the  nature  of  the  attacks  oi 
injuries  to  which  ourseaboardisexiKMed,  it  would 
furnish  the  moat  expeditious  and  effectiwl  means 
of  safety  to  the  inhabitants  who  might  be  threat- 
ened ;  if  to  this  means  of  defence  were  added  the 
vigilance,  activity,  and  firmness  of  the  militia,  he 
thought  gentlemen  might  consider  themselves 
tolerably  safe,  without  resorting  to  that  wont  of 
all  expedients,  a  standing  army ;  especially,  if  ihey 
believed  with  him  that  the  aanger  of  an  invasion 
from  Europe  was  very  remote  indeed;  and  that 
from  the  West  Indies  not  likely  to  take  place  for 
want  of  oppoitunity,  even  admitting  such  an  in- 
tentioQ  is  entertained.  Under  this  view  of  the 
subject,  he  wished  the  que stiop  of  raising  an  army 
to  remain  undecided  until  a  future  session  of  Con- 
gress ;  and  from  the  reasons  and  arguments  he  had 
urged,  he  was  influenced  not  only  to  vote  against 
the  first  section,  but  the  whole  bill  generally,  un- 
der a  hope  that  Congress  might  rely  on  the  natu- 
ral force  of  the  country,  on  which  alone  they 
could  depend  in  all  cases  of  extreme  danger,  and 
without  which  neither  a  standing  army  or  a 
navy,  or  strongholds  or  fortifioationa,  would  be  a 
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r  indepead- 


aeeuriiy  for  oar  political 
ence  u  a  nition. 

Mr.  J.  WiLMAHB  beliered  there  was  bat  little 
leal  difference  of  opinioa  between  those  whb  were 
in  &iTor  of  striking-  oat  the  fint  seelioD,  and 
those  opposed  to  it.  The  former  suppose  an  armjr 
will  be  necessary  in  ease  of  war  or  an  iavasion. 
Uid  the  latter  wish  to  ^ve  the  President  the 
power  to  raise  the  men  in  case  the  daneer  of  ei- 
ther was  Terjp  great.  He  should  vole  tor  retain- 
ing the  first  section  ;  ihouKlL  as  it  stood  at  present, 
be  did  not  altogether  like  it.  If  the  motion  for 
(triking  ont  was  lost,  he  should  more  to  amend  ii 
by  condDing  the  eiercise  of  the  power  proposed  to 
be  given  to  the  President,  to  the  recess  of  Congress. 
He  trasied  gentlemen  would  not  be  willing  that 
Congress  should  rise  without  something  more 
being  done  for  the  defence  of  the  country  than  has 
baen  done.  No  one  could  say  how  soon  an  attack 
might  be  made  upon  as,  and  whenever  it  was 
mule,  we  ought,  certaijily,  to  be  in  a  situation  to 
iq>el  it,  which  would  not  be  the  ease,  except  a  bill 
of  ihii  kind  wu  passed. 

A  resolutioD  had  been  laid  upon  the  table,  be 
•aid,  to  increase  our  standing  foree  to  ten  thousand 
men  ;  but  it  might  happen  that  no  necessity  would 
arise  for  increasing  our  present  force.  He  wished 
only  that  the  President  might  have  the  power  of 
iacreasing  it,  if  there  should  be  occasion  to  do  so. 

Qentlcmen  had  said  much  in  defence  of  the  mi- 
litia of  this  country.  Had  he  heard  anything  said 
derogatory  to  the  bravery  of  our  militia,  he  should 


eooairy  are  as  brave  as  any  in  the  world. 

He  was  astonished  to  hear  the  gentleman  from 
TenncMee  say  that,  when  regulars  and  militia  act 
together,  they  generally  quarrel.  This  assertion 
most  have  arisen  from  his  want  of  experience. 
He  was  himself  for  eight  years  engaged  in  the  war, 
and  never  saw  anything  to  jnsti^  the  remark. 
The  plains  of  Sarato^  spoke  for  themselves.  At 
Bennington  the  militia  conquered  superior  num- 
bers; in  the  second  action  they  were,  it  is  true. 
joined  b^  Continental  troops.  But  why  recount 
thne  things?  It  was  idle  to  suppose  r^^ular 
troops  and  militia  should  quarrel  with  each  other, 
•inee  they  all  fight  in  the  same  cause,  and  with 
the  same  feeiings.  No  better  troops  could  be  em- 
fiofvd  than  militia  in  a  sudden  emergency  i  but, 
ai  had  been  already  stated,  they  remained  impa- 
lieotly  in  the  field  for  any  length  of  lime. 

Considering  the  eiteiksiveness  of  onr  eiposed 
■eaciMBt,  it  could  not  he  supposed  that  our  present 
vniall  nnmber  of  standing  troops  could  be  sufficient 
for  the  present  situation  of  thmgs.  Militia  ought 
liot  to  be  called  f*m  their  families  and  occupa- 
tions, except  in  particular  emergencies.  As  to 
any  danger  to  be  dreaded  from  as  army  of  this 
bind  to  the  liberties  of  the  country,  it  was  a  mere 
phantom  ;  and  he  thought  it  was  payimr  but  little 
vespect  to  our  militia  to  suppose  the  liberties  of 
the  country  could  be  endangered  by  a  regular 
force  of  ten  or  twenty  thonsand  men  !    Besides, 


it  would  be  attended  with  less 


tlMM  men,  than  t 


call  0 


!xpei 


the  miltlia  from  time 


to  lime.  He  had  something  to  do  in  tfaedraughting 
of  militia  in  1784,  and  in  consequence  of  the  law 
of  last  session,  and  knew  the  difficulty  attending 
il.  Not  one  out  of  Gve  who  was  draughted  could 
leave  bis  family.  These  people  were  obliged  to 
find  men  in  their  stead,  which  they  did  at  from 
fifteen  to  twenty  dollars.  To  call  the  militia  from 
the  part  of  the  country  where  he  lived,  which  wa< 
between  three  and  four  hundred  miles  from  the 
seacoast,  would  be  attended  with  great  inconve- 
nience indeed.  He  hoped  this  bill  would  pass ;  if 
he  foresaw  great   expense.     We  mu?t  atig- 


rhaps,  C 
ill  the  8 


for  they  could  not  adjourn  until  some  further  pro- 
vision was  made  for  the  defence  of  the  country. 
It  was  true,  the  President  might  call  into  service 
a  part  of  the  eighty  thousand  militia  held  in  re- 
quisition, but  it  would  be  attended  with  great  ex- 
pense and  inconvenience,  which  he  wished  to 
avoid,  by  passing  this  bill. 

Mr.  Macom  was  surprised  to  hear  the  gentle, 
man  who  was  last  up  say  he  had  heard  nothing 
derogatory  to  the  militia.  He  thought  the  biU 
itself  showed  a  want  of  due  confidence  in  them. 
He  saw  no  object  in  it,  except  it  was  to  get  an 
armed  force  under  the  command  of  men  appoint- 
ed by  the  President  of  the  United  Slates,  rather 
than  under  men  appointed  bv  the  Executives  c^ 
the  several  States.  He  bad  neard  no  gentleman 
say  he  wanted  any  part  of  these  men  for  the 
country  from  whence  he  came,  except  one,  fMr. 
PincKHEY.)  who  said  that  oue  thousand  three 
hundred  men  would  be  well  employed  on  the  sea- 
eoasl  of  South  Carolina.  He  was  sorry  to  find 
men  who  opposed  the  permanency  of  the  land  tax, 
now  advocating  this  expense,  which  he  tboaght 
unnecessary,  and.wbicb,  if  they  thought  necessa- 
ry, they  onghi  to  have  provided  for.  He  was 
sorry  the  gentleman  from  New  York  found  so 
much  difficulty  in  raising  his  quota  of  the  eighty 
thousand  militia  ordered  to  be  held  in  readinesa. 
It  was  the  'first  difficulty  he  had  heard  of  in  that 

Mr.  Wii.LiAiie  explnined,  by  saying  that  he 
did  not  say  there  was  any  diacultjr  m  raising  the 
men,  but  that  it  was  attended  with  considerable 
expense.      _ 

Mr.  Macon  had  no  doubt  of  the  same  spirit 
:tng  onr  citizens  against  any  enemy  who 
!t  their  foot  in  this  country,  wnich  animated 
them  in  the  late  war.  As  to  the  danger  of  inva- 
sion, he  thought,  if  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  (Mr.  Pihcenby)  would  compare  his  ob* 
servatioQs  of  [o-day  with  what  he  formerly  said 
on  this  subject,  he  believed  they  would  not  he  ' 
found  very  consistent  with  each  other. 

Mr.  M.said,  it  was  always  odious  lo  make  com- 
parisons between  the  services  of  our  regular  troopa 
and  militia,  in  the  war ;  they  both  deserved  well. 
There  were  instances  of  bravery  incur  Revolu- 
tion equal  to  anything  in  the  French  Revolution. 
He  need  only  mention  the  battle  of  the  Cowpens 
and  the  battle  of  King's  Mountain.  In  the  latter 
the  militia  took  as  many  prisoners  as  they  carried 
men  at  first  into  action.    There  were  some  in- 
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not  be  hare  wdl. 
yery  and  power  of  the  militia,  wheoeTer  real  dan- 
get  approaches. 

When  a  law  wai  passed  to  create  eipease,  [he 
money  mast  be  fouod.  Me  wished  gentlemen  to 
tecollect  that.  He  wished  lo  avoid  an  uaueceij- 
saiy  expense  of  a  penny.  The  ftentleman  from 
Maryland  (Mr.  Smith)  had  truly  said  that  money 
a  the  sinew  of  war.  He  wished  to  be  careful  of 
it,  thoitgh  in  case  of  necessity  iliis  country  could 
do  much  without  money. 

But  it  was  said,  that  it  was  desirable  that  this 
bill  should  be  passed,  because  it  would  produce  a 
good  effect  in  Elurope.  He  did  not  lay  any  stress 
Upon  this  consideration.  Europe  would  be  little 
affected  by  seeing  that  we  had  passed  a  law  for 
nising  10,000  men  ;  they  knew,  from  expenence, 
tbat  this  country  is  able  lo  defend  itself  against 


wy  d; 
Id  e 


n  upon  earth. 
in  actual  war,  Mr.  M.  believed  a  regular  force 
would  not  only  be  necessary,  but  cheaper  than 
any  other ;  but  if  any  sudden  invasion  were  made, 
every  man  landed  would  be  cut  off  by  the  militia 
before  an  army  could  be  raised.  He  said  this 
country  could  never  experience  a  war  like  the  last. 
The  people  were  then  divided  on  the  question  of 
independence;  but  being  become  independent, 
there-eould  be  but  one  opinion  about  remHining 
■0.  There  was  a  great  difference  between  ihe 
militia  of  this  and  olber  countries ;  here  the  peO' 
pie,  especially  in  the  country,  know  well  bow  to 
use  a  gun  and  lo  take  care  of  it,  which  was  a  very 
essential  part  of  a  soldier ;  and  whatever  disputes 
might  take  place  in  that  House,  the  militia  of  the 
country,  from  one  end  to  the  other,  would  be 
onanimous  in  the  defence  of  their  country  and 
iodepeudence.  He  had  no  fear,  therefore,  of  any 
Oiemy.  They  might  distress  us  for  a  time ;  but 
whenever  they  landed,  there  would  only  be  one 
aentiment,  which  would  be  to  drive  them  off 


as  in  some  other  States,  but  it  was 
Lord  Cornwallis,  when  attempting  lo  pass  through 
that  Slate,  was  obliged  to  lurn  back,  declaring 
that  he  had  got  into  a  nest  of  hornets.  He  did 
not  believe  thai  all  the  Powers  of  Europe  com- 
bined could  hurt  us ;  as  an  enemy  could  get  pos- 
session of  no  one  place,  or  few  places  in  the  coun- 
try, which  could  greatly  distress  ibe  rest. 

Mr.  M.  concluded  by  sayinf  that  he  had  heard 
nothing  to  convince  bim  of  the  necessity  of  rais- 
ing these  men,  or  of  giving  the  President  the 
power  Id  raise  them,  and  therefore  he  sbonid  be 
tot  striking  out  the  section. 

A  call  was  made  for  the  question. 

Mr.  Bbent  was  sensible,  at  that  late  hour,  the 
patience  of  the  committee  must  be  a  good  deal 
•xhausted.    He  would  Irespa&s  upon  it  only  for  a 


Mr.  B.  was  far  from  thinking  that  the  Cooalitu- 
tional  objection  which  had  been  urged,  was  satis- 
frctorily  anawered.  He  had  heard  nothiug  which 
^d  in  the  least  altered  bis  opinion  on  the  subject. 
Tbe  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Pimoe- 


genileman  from  Pennsylvania  is  correct  as  tar  aa 
It  goes  to  general  principles,  but  that,  when  he 
made  a  particular  application  from  these  geneial 
principles,  he  was  wrong,  The  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  cwtended  that  to  authorize  th« 
President  to  raise  an  army  under  certain  oontia- 
gencies,  was  not  to  give  him  the  poWer  to  raise  an 
army.  But  does  not  this  bill  give  the  President 
power  to  determine,  under  certain  contingencies 
whether  or  not  he  will  raise  an  array,  for  six  yum 
to  come  ?  He  asked  where  the  line  could  be 
drawn  1  He  believed  if  it  was  right  to  transfer 
this  power  for  six  years,  they  might  do  it  for  an 
huudred  years.  On  this  head,  therefore,  he  thought 
the  reasoning  of  the  gentleman  perfectly  inao- 

But  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  bu 
supposed  tEis  provision  is  not  unconstitutional, 
because  it  was  allowed  by  the  gentlemait  frmn 
Pennsylvania  and  others,  if  the  contingenoiM 
were  all  specific,  the  provision  would  be  perfectlf 
Constitutional,  and  as  be  asseits  the  contingency 
of  "imminent  danger  of  an  invasion,"  is  a*a■ce^■ 
taioable  as  the  other  two  case*,  viz :  a  deelaratiea 
of  war,  or  an  invasion.  On  this  point  he  differed 
from  the  gentleman  from  Sootb  Carolina  altiH 
gether.  War  and  invasion  were  explicit;  bat 
when  imminent  danger  of  an  invasion  is  spoken 
of  as  a  contingency,  it  makes  the  raising  of  the 
army  depend  entirely  upon  the  President's  0[na- 
ion.  Suppose  tlie  expressions  were,  "the  Presi- 
dent of  tne  United  States  shall  have  power  ta 
raise  an  army  whenever  he  thinks  the  situation  of 
public  affairs  shall  render  it  necessary."  WouU 
not  every  one  say,. in  this  case,  that  power  was 
given  to  the  President  to  raise  the  army  when  be 
pleased  1  And  bow  does  this  case  differ  from  the 
otherl  Who  will  underuke  to  say  that  the  Pn- 
sident  does  not  now  think  there  is  imminent  daa.- 
ger  of  an  invasion  1  And  if  it  should  appear 
Hereafter  that  the  President  had  appiehended  dan- 
ger when  none  really  existed,  be  would  only  hare 
to  reply,  '*  That  he  acted  agreeably  to  his  opiiuoa 
at  the  time,"    The  question,  then,  reverts  to  this 

Sound,  and  before  gentlemen  gave  tb^r  voles, 
ey  ought  seriously  to  consider  it:  can  CongreM 
divest  themselves  oi  the  right  of  raising  an  tamf 
by  giving  it  to  the  President  for  six  years,  to  a«l 
upon  his  own  discretion?  If  thev  could,  evarr 
Constitutional  provision  i«  lighter  tban  obaff ;  bat 
as  be  considered  the  Constitution  too  saered  to  be 
thus  violated,  be  could    never  consent    lo  the 


But  wilb  respect  to  the  expediency  of  whiob  he 
bad  already  spoken,  he  would  add  a  few  olber 
observations.  It  was  proposed  ibat  ibis  arnjr 
should  be  raised  for  the  protection  of  the  SonilH 
eruj  andr  as  all  allow,  the  weakest  part  (rf*  Ibe 
Union.  Yel  all  the  members  from  that  quartet 
(with  only  two  exeeptions)  sar  tbey  wish  no  itKh 
protection.  Yet  gentlemen  wno  oome^rom  oibH 
extremes  of  the  Union  insist  upon  their  belag 
protected  against  their  will,  and  are  determined  10 
cram  an  army  down  their  ihroaU,  wheiker  (kef 
will  or  not.    This  waa  the  moat  entrewdiMiy 
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thiD^  he  httd  seeo  since  he  bad  had  a  seat  in  the 
Legislature  of  the  Union. 

The  genileman  from  New  York,  (Mr,  Wil- 
liams.) thouj^h  he  expreued  his  inleotion  of  sup- 
porting this  bii),  went  into  a  copious  paneg^'Hc  on 
the  militiB.  If  he  had  not  declared  nis  intentioD, 
he  should  hare  thought  he  would  have  still  con- 
Sded  ia  the  bravery  of  our  militia  for  our  defence; 
but,  uotwiih  Stan  ding  his  remote  situatian,  he 
wishes  for  a  standino-  arm;. 

Mr.  B.  Mid,  he  dia  not  undertake  to  say,  and  he 
was  far  from  believing,  that  if  a  formidable  force 
was  to  be  landed  io  this  country,  and  there  was  a 
settled  disposition  on  the  part  of  France,  or  any 
Other  country,  to  make  war  upon  ns,  that  it  would 
not  be  necessary  to  meet  such  an  invasion  by  a  reg- 
ular force.  All  ne  contended  for  was,  that  an  army 
of  50,000  men  would  be  inefTeclual  in  opposing 
the  invasion  of  small  marauding  pariifs  on  cur 
coast,  which  was  the  kind  of  infasion  we  have 
most  reason  to  expect.  The  militia  was  the  pro- 
per force  by  whica  to  repel  all  such  atlacks.  For, 
considering  that  our  Southern  coast  is  1  300  miles 
in  extent,  it  was  not  possible  that  a  small  standing 
force  could  be  efTecttiatlr  distributed  upon  it.  He 
had  himself  no  idea  of  any  extensive  invasion, 
and  if  any  such  takes  place,  the  militia  would  be 
able  to  meet  them  until  Congress  met. 

Bnt,  in  our  present  circumstances,  at  a  moment 
when  it  is  impossible  to  say  whether  we  shall  be 
involved  ia  war  or  not;  or,  if  ■  war  takes  plai 
whether  It  will  be  maritime  and  predatory  war, 
we  shall  be  attacked  by  a  I'ormidBhle  army ; 
gnch  a  time  to  increase  our  Military  Estabiif 
Bwnt  will  be  to  meet  a  certain  evil,  while  the 
erent  it  is  intended  to  repel  is  most  uaeertaii 
He  said  a  certain  evil ;  for  however  other  gentlt 
moi  may  consider  them,  he  considered  standin,. 
umies  as  the  bane  of  ihe  liberty  and  happiness  o'f 
erery  country  where  they  are  established. 

Oeutlemen  oueht  to  recollect  that  they  have, 
>  manner,  decided  this  question  by  b  previous 
vote.  It  wascooiended  inat  the  land  tax,  which 
was  the  other  day  under  consideration,  ought  to 
be  laid  for  a  number  of  years,  in  order  to  have 
formed  a  permanent  security  for  a  loan  of  any 
money  that  might  be  wanted  for  the  support  of 
thisvimy;  bnias  that  question  was  not  carried, 
(entlemen  who  voted  against  that,  to  be  consist- 
ent, ought  to  vote  also  against  this  army  ;  or, 
could  they  reconcile  it  to  tbemselres  to  go  into  a 
OMBSure  of  this  kind,  remote  as  danger  appears  to 
be,  upon  any  conjecture,  which  may  entail  upon 
diem  and  their  posterity  a  permanent  tax  upon 
the  land  of  the  country,  and  ilrat,  too,  at  a  lime 
when  the  alarm  which  nos  been  raised  throughout 
dM  Union  has  reduced  the  price  of  produce  from 
the  highest  rate  ibal  was  ever  known  in  this 
MOotfy  almost  to  nothing?  He  was  not  willing 
todotkis. 

Could  it  be  expected,  Mr.  B.  asked,  that  the 
■ituatioa  of  things  could  be  so  greatly  altered 
bafore  the  next  meeting  of  Gongres*,  a  period  of 
onlrfonr  or  five  months?  He  did  not  think  it 
oooid ;  and  if  danger  should  then  appear  too  great 
to  be  svened,  an  army  mi^t  perhape  be  Taited. 


if  it  was  set  about  at  this  time,  when 
that  danger  is  not  so  apparent.    Indeed,  in  every 

eaint  of  view,  it  appeared  to  him  that  to  pass  this 
ill,  would  be  one  of  the  most  improper  measures 
that  ever  ]iassed  the  Legislature  of  this  country. 

Mr.  Dayton  (the  Speaker)  said,  that  he  had 
flattered  himself  with  the  expectation  that  the 
iniuries  and  insults  heaped  upon  this  conntry 
ithout  number,  and  aggravated  by  a  refusal  on 
the  part  of  the  aggressor  to  redress,  or  even  to  for- 
bear them,  would  have  produced  an  anion  in  the 
public  councils,  but  he  had  been  grievously  disap- 
pointed ;  he  had  hoped  that  the  communication  of 
the  despatches  from  our  Commissioners,  in  which 
we  were  threatened  with  (he  fate  of  Milan  or  of 
Venice,  unless  we  consent  to  become  tributaries 
at  will  to  the  French  Republic,  would  have  united 
this  branch  of  the  Legislature  so  far  at  least  aa 
respected  the  measares  of  defence  and  preserva- 
tion, but  this  hope  had  vanished.  The  book  of 
opposition,  which  the  member  from  Pennsylvania 
(Mr.  Gallatin)  had  hitherto  unfolded  with  a 
cautious  hand,  and  exhibited  only  in  single  leaves 
or  detached  sheets,  was  at  length  opened  to  their 
view  in  full  volume,  and  the  motion  under  con- 
sideration with  the  speech  of  [he  mover,  might  be 
regarded  as  the  index  to  its  darkest  pages.  In 
the  present  critical  state  of  things,  Mr.  JJATTon 
said  he  must  be  permitted  to  speak  plainly. 
Placed  as  a  watchman  upon  the  walls,  he  should 
be  unfaithful  to  his  trust,  if  he  neglected  to  sound 
the  alarm  when  danger  was  aporoaching.  The 
menaces  of  distant  danger  had  already  been  pro- 
claimed, but  here  it  wa.H  bronght  more  nearly  to 
ihera,  it  was  in  the  midst  of  their  very  camp. 
The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  had  now  bold- 
ly erected  his  standard,  and  bad  invited  all  dis- 
posed like  himself  to  rally  round  it.  It  was  the 
ensign  of  opposition,  not  merely  to  the  Adminis- 
tration or  to  the  Government,  but  to  the  only 
effectual  measures  of  protection,  defence,  and  pre- 
servation :  and  what  was  the  motto  most  proper  ■ 
to  be  engraved  upon  itsjjaity-coloted  field  1  Wa»- 
it  such  as  were  seen  upon  the  colors  of  the  pa- 
triotic legions  of  1776?  Far  otherwise:  for  on 
them  were  to  be  seen,  "  Liberty  or  Death" — "  No 
one  shall  provoke  us  with  impunity" — "  We  risk 
all  for  Intlependence"— ^  We  will  be  tributary  to 
no  Foreign  Power."  These  noble  sentiments, 
strongly  expressive  of  American  feeling  and  reso- 
lution, were  imprinted  in  capitals  and  in  letters  of 
gold  upon  the  standards  which  animated  our  citi- 
zens in  the  memorable  era  of  the  Revolution,  and 
led  them  to  conquest.  Let  them  he  contrasted 
with  the  language  of  the  mover,  who  had  erected 
his  signal  for  rallying,  caused  its  streamers  to  be 
unfurled,  and  had  chosen  for  his  motto,  "Weak- 
ness and  Submission;"  written,  it  was  true,  in 
faint  characters,  and  with  a  trembling  hand,  bnt 
still  too  intelligible  to  escape  observation.  Let 
those  who  choose  it  resort  to  such  a  standard,  but 
he  should  arrange  himself  under  the  opposite 
banners. 

Having  exhibited  the  tendency  and  chamcter  of 
the  opposition  to  the  principle  of  the  bill,  which 
the  motion  went  entirely  to  destroy,  he  proceeded 
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to  remark  ivith  what  art  and  mdn^try  the  mover 
had  labored  to  lull  this  counlry  into  a.  srate  of  pro- 
foand  iadifiereitce,  iDactivit)'  and  securky.  "1 
am  not  (says  the  member  from  Pennaylvania) 
tpprehensive,  for  my  own  part,  of  an  inTOsion." 
And  why  should  that  gentleman  be  under  no 
apprehension  from  sacti  an  event  7  Was  it  that, 
secure  in  the  perfect  coincidence  of  the  principles 
he  avowed  wiih  those  which  actuated  the  furious 
hordes  of  democrats  which  threatened  this  conn- 
try  with  subjugatioD,  he  felt  a  conSdence  of  his 
own  safety,  even  if  they  should  overrun  and  revo~ 
Inlionize  the  States?  Was  it  that,  confiding  in 
the  remote  distance  of  his  residence  from  the  sea- 
eoait,  among  the  ridges  of  the  Monongahela,  he 
had  determined  upon  the  approach  of  the  invaders 
to  flee  to  the  rocks  and  mountains^  sod  call  upon 
them  not  to  fall  upon  and  cover  him,  for  that  day 
was  not  yel  arrived,  but  to  shelter  and  hide  him 
from  the  foes  of  order  aod  of  mankind  1  From 
those  distant  heights  he  might,  indeed,  contem' 

Elale  an  invasion  without  alarm  or  apprehension ; 
e  might  see,  with  the  calmness  of  indifference, 
onr  dwellings  burning,  and  might  "  laugh  at  our 
calamities  and  mock  when  onr  fears  came  upon 
as."  Were  these,  or  either  of  these,  the  grounds 
of  that  confidence  which  he  seemed  to  feef,  and  of 
that  security  which  he  would  inculcate ;  or  was 
it  that  he  really  believed  that  no  invasion  would 
be  attempted?  To  give  color  to  his  opposition 
h«  had  professed  to  take  the  latter  ground,  and 
had  defended  his  position  by  tbe  assertion,  that  it 
wasnot  the  interest,  nor  in  loepoweiof  the  French 
to  effect  it.  As  to  the  ailment,  which  took  for 
its  basis  the  mere  calculation  of  interest,  it  would, 
he  said,  have  had  some  weight  with  him,  if  the 
interest  of  the  million  was  attended  to  in  France, 
oral  this  moment  otherwise  regarded  than  as  it 
might  promote  tbe  ambition,  the  power,  andava- 
tice  of  those  who  hold. the  reins  of  Government. 
It  was  known  that  the  great  mass  of  the  people 
were  not  at  all  consnlted,  nor  even  permitted  to 
TOte  or  act,  except  as  their  rulers  willed.  It  was 
known  that  they  were,  in  fact,  completely  bronsht 
under  military  despotism ;  and  that  the  musket 
and  bayonet  were  the  instrumenlE  and  support  of 
this  otherwise  short-lived  usurpation.  It  was 
known  that  the  Directory  must  find  employment 
for  their  armit^  or  thai  the  armies  would  Bnd  em- 
ployment for  the  Directory,  and  that  their  safety 
consisted  in  their  ridding  themselves  in  any  way 
of  at  If  ast  forty  or  fifty  thousand  of  the  most  rest- 
less, daring,  and  ambitious  spirits.  The  interest 
of  the  whole  people  of  France  was,  therefore,  one 
thing,  and  that  ot  those  who  governed  was  ano- 
ther very  different  and  opposite  consideration.  To 
transport  to  other  countries  the  men  to  whom  mil- 
lions had  been  solemnly  promised  at  the  time  of 
their  discharge,  and  wIjo  might,  therefore,  become 
importunate  and  dangerous  at  home,  would  be  the 
interest,  and  must  be  the  wish  of  the  French  Peni- 
arcby,  whose  heads  would  otherwise  be  made  to 
akip  from  their  eboulders.  This  would  be  their 
interest,  even  where  there  might  be  little  prospect 
of  success  for  the  transported  army,  because  the 
ol^t  would  be  equally  answered,  whether  they 


tdiould  succeed  and  provide  for  themselves  in  a 
foreign  country,  or  be  vanquished  and  utterly  de- 
stroyed. 

As  to  the  power  and  the  means  of  invasion,  it 
was  kaowD,  he  said,  that  there  were  already  col- 
lected upon  the  coasts  of  France,  bordering  upon 
the  English  channel,  a  numerous  army  which,  in 
gasconading  syle,  was  called  the  ''  Army  of  Eng- 
land." It  was  known  that  there  were  also  collect- 
ed and  collecting  at  the  various  ports  in  that  cjnai- 
ler,  ships  of  war  and  transports  uf  all  descriptions. 
The  same  soldiers  who  were  prepared  to  invade 
an  island  mieht  certainty  be  empioved  upon  the 
Main,  and  the  same  bayonets  would  pierce  the 
breasts  of  the  people  inhabiting  the  latter  as  the 
former.  Their  larger  transports,  their  frigates, 
their  larger  ships  cut  down  and  armed  en  flute, 
and  their  ships-of-the-line,  might  transport  a  con- 
siderable part  of  them  across  the  Atlantic,  and 
land  (hem  upon  our  shores,  and  would  very  possi- 
bly be  thus  employed  in  the  event  of  a  peace  in 
Europe,  or  of  their  abandoning,  from  any  cause 
whatever,  their  project  against  England.  But  the 
member  from  Pennsylvania,  aware  of  the  possi^ 
hility  of  [he  attempt,  had  endeavored  to  divert  the 
country  from  immediate  preparation  by  the  a»- 
suraace  that  we  should  have  timely  intelligenee 
of  such  a  design,  if  it  should  be  contemplated,  and 
here,  Mr.  D.  said,  he  entirely  differed  from  that 
gentleman.  As  the  same  men.  arms,  artillery,  and 
military  stores,  were  calculated  as  well  for  the  one 
expedition  as  the  other ;  and  as  there  was  a  suffi- 
ciency of  shipping  calculated  for  the  navigation  of 
the  Atlantic,  it  would  follow  that  there  would  be 
nothing  in  thair  preparations  to  evidence  a  change 
of  purpose,  and  a  design  against  the  United'fitatea, 
hut  the  additional  quantity  of  provisions  shipped 
in  which  it  would  not  be  easy  to  detect  them,  » 
certainly  not  possible  to  do  it  in  season.  He  de- 
clared himself  to  be  of  opinion  that  there  was' 
other  force,  besides  that  in  the  West  Indies,  which' 
was  capable  of  invading  this  country,  and  other 
States,  besides  the  two  or  three  most  Southern, 
against  which  that  force  might  be  directed. 

As  to  the  unconstitutionality  of  the  princiide 
contained  in  this  first  section,  as  had  been  object- 
ed by  its  opponents,  it  was  truly  remarkable  for 
ihe  novelty  of  the  discovery,  which  was  now,  for. 
the  first  time,  made  by  the  enlightened  membera' 
of  the  5th  Congress,  although  not  a  session  had 
passed  since  1791,  in  which  the  same  had  not  been 
acted  upon  and  sanctioned.  Mr.  D.  said,  he  recol- 
lected perfectly  well  that,  six  years  ago,  in  the 
session  of  1792,  the  section  which  contains  this 
very  principle,  in  its  broadest  lalitnde,  was  drawn 
upand  moved  by  a  very  respects  hie  member  from' 
the  State  of  Vii^inia ;  ank  indeed,  of  the  moat 
respectable  of  those  who  bad  ever  occupied  a  seal- 
in  that  House,  and  who  was  amemberof  Ihe  Fed- 
eral Convention.  (Mr.  Madison.)  That  gentle- 
man had  done  nim  the  favor  to  show  him  Ihe' 
proposiiion  before  it  was  moved,  and  to  ask  if  he 
would  give  it  his  support,  which  it  received,  not' 
only  from  himself,  but  from  the  whole  House.  It 
thus  became  incorporated  with  the  act  pasaed  in' 
that  year,  and  that,  too,  wilhoot  the  le»at  an|n;e»> 
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lion  fiom  any  member  of  its  bein^  unconstitutioD- 
«],  either  then  or  ai  any  tiote  since,  alibough  it 
had  been  renewed  in  many  of  tbeir  laws. 

Witt)Dut  remarking  upon  the  accuracy  or  ele- 
(raace  of  the  expression  oJ'lbe  eluqueot  gentleman 
ftom  Virginia,  (Mr.  Brent,)  when  he  spuke  of 
<lon£re£s''craiiimiDg«naimy  down  their  throats," 
lie  snotild  pass  to  another  which  was  eiception- 
ahle,  not  in  ihe  abstract,  but  in  the  Application 
which  seemed  to  have  been  intended  by  it:  ''slaves 
light  for  hire,  but  freemen  for  liberty,"  was  the 
expression,  if  it  were  at  all  applicable  to  tbe  bill 
beiore  ihem,  it  must  necessarily  be  applied  also  to 
those  who  were  engaged  for  the  same  term  in  the 
MTTiceof  their  country,  and  contributed  so  greatly 
to  achieve  its  indepeDdeoce.  Did  the  gentlemaD 
Baean  to  bmnd.  witn  this  appellation,  the  men  who 
had  endured  ounger,  cold,  and  nakedness,  and 
luared  every  danger  in  the  Revolutionary  war, 
menely  because  they  were  eolisied  for  a  term  of 

tears,  and  received  pay  for  their  services?  Would 
e  call  those  slaves,  who,  at  that  crisis,  when 
thousands  shrunk  from  iheconSict,  presented  their 
breasts  and  bayonets  between  him  and  danger? 
Were  they  slaves  who  made  him  what  be  is,  the 
r^reseniative  of  an  iDdependeai  people,  and  to 
wttom  he  is  indebted  for  the  privilege  of  speakioe 
JD  these  councils  ?  It  was  a  seuiimeut  which 
should  be  taken  back,  and  reserved  for  oiber  and 
bter  ocoaaions,  where  it  would  not  be  construed 
U  applying  to  those  meritorious  men  who  had 
Weiofore  protected  him  and  their  country,  and 
irbose  services  mi^ht  sooa  be  W4aied  again. 

He  complained  of  want  of  candor  in  the  mem- 
ben  from  Pennsylvania  continuing  to  urge  the 
oUeotion  of  nnconstittitionaliiy,  after  be  had  him- 
HU  admitted  thai  it  would  be  entirely  removed 
Vythe  amcndmeot  proposed  by  the  select  commit- 
tMjWith  a  single  alteralioa.  and  after  that  gentle- 
BtU)  had,  by  Jus  own  motion  to  strike  out  the  whole 
■MtioQ,  prevented  that  amendment  from  being  pre- 
wMidy  made  in  it. 

Uf.  Dayton  concluded  by  saying  that  he  called 
on  those  gentlemen  who  were  desirous  of  provi- 
ding for  the  deleace  of  this  country,  here  to  male 
tWr  aUnd,  and  tooppo^ie,  unitedly,  a  motion  so 
Aktal  to  its  interests  and  liberty.  He  invited  them 
to  unite  with  him  in  defending,  inch  by  inch,  the 
impwiaaiproyisJQnaof  this  bill  in  all  i[3parts,and 
OBii/  to  yield,  as  compelled  by  numbers  composing 
ft  majority  against  them. 

Mr.  Brent  assured  the  gentleman  last  up,  that 
ke  had  given  a  very  improper  explanation  to  words 
which  he  had  uttered.  If  he  bad  made  use  of  any 
expression  that  could  be  construed  into  a  reflection 
i^n  the  brave  army  who  fought  in  our  Revolu- 
tiosary  war,  he  would  not  hesitate  a  moment  to 
TcCract  it,  beeause  he  nas  desirous  of  giving  to  that 
ntriciic  band  every  praise  which  they  deserved. 
The  gentleman  from  New  Jersey  was  also  inac- 
ciuate  in  asctibing  tbe  expression  to  him.  It  was 
firat  used  by  tbe  gentleman  from  North  Carolina, 
(Ur.  R.  WiLLUna,)  when,  remarking  upon  what 
Md  tallea  from  the  gentleman  from  Maryland, 
(Mr.a.  Smith,)  he  obwrved  that  the  people  of  the 
tliulad  States  ate  free,  and,  so  long  as  they  con- 


tinue to  enjoy  the  blessings  of  a  Kood  Government, 
they  would  be  equal  to  ine  repelling  of  any  aiiacK 
which  may  be  made  against  them;  and  he  used 
the  expression  which  he  (Mr.  B.)  afterwards 
quoted,  when  replying  to  some  comments  which 
had  been  made  upon  it  by  the  gentleman  from  Ma- 
ryland. He  thought  (he  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina  was  correct  in  his  idea;  be  believed  the 
militia  of  ibis  country  fought  for  nobler  consider- 
ations than  money — they  fight  for  liberty  and  inde- 

Mr.R.WiLUANS  said,  the  gentleman  fromNew 
Jersey  had  given  his  words  a  construction  which 
would  offend  every  man  in  the  United  States.  He 
had  made  use  of  the  expression  to  enforce  hisidea 
ofihepreferablenessof  the  militia  over  a  standing 
army  for  the  defence  of  the  country — of  men  who 
fought  in  defence  of  the  blessings  they  enjoyed. 
over  these  who  fought  merely  for  hire-  He  coula 
not  see  bow  the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey  could 
have  understood  it  in  the  way  in  which  nc  had 
staled  it. 

With  respect  to  anything  which  tbe  gentleman 
bad  said  with  respect  to  the  opposition  which  had 
been  shown  to  this  bill,  it  would  not  deter  hita 
from  acting  as  he  thought  would  best  serve  the 
interests  of  bis  country.  He  did  not  himself  wish 
to  dictate  to  any  man  how  be  ousbt  to  act,  nor 
did  he  wish  to  be  dictated  to.  Allhad  the  same 
interests,  he  supposed,  to  support,  and  if  ihey  dif- 
fered about  the  means  of  effecting  it,  it  ought  not 
to  be  charged  against  ihem  as  a  crime.  He  won- 
dered, therefore,  when  gentlemen  could  not  c6m- 
pel  others  to  think  wiin  them,  that  they  should 
think  it  necessary  to  abuse  them.  Sut^h  conduct 
went  to  destroy  the  freedom  of  debate.  If  mem- 
bers are  not  to  be  at  liberty  to  compare  their 
thoughts  without  having  iUiberal  motives  ascribed 
to  them,  harmony  and  good  order  could  not  beex- 
pected  to  subsist  amongst,  them.  He  lived  in  a 
remote  part  uf  the  country,  but  he  believed,  in  time 
of  danger,  neither  he  nor  the  people  who  sent  hiia 
would  call  upon  the  mountains  to  hide  ibem,  as 
(he  gentleman  from  New  Jersey  had  insinuated. 
They  had  never  shown  that  disposition. 

But  the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey,  on  this 
and  former  occasions,  chooses  to  single  out  a  par- 
ticular character  in  that  House  for  his  severest 
censure.  He  did  not  know  why  heshoulddolhisi 
if  (here  was  any  hiame  to  be  imputed  to  any  man 
for  opposing  this  hilt,  he  should  wish  to  have  his 
share  of  it,  in  the  way  in  which  it  was  usual  for 
that  gentleman  to  bestow  it — a  way  which  he, 
however,  thought  unwarrantable. 

A  motion  was  made  for  the  committee  to  rise, 
and  negatived. 

Mr.  S.  Shitb  said,  did  be  think,  with  the  Speak- 
er, that  this  question  was  the  touchstone  by  which 
to  determine  whether  membecs  were  willing  tode- 
feod  iheir  country  ornot,  be  should  waive  his  opin- 
ion, and  vot«  with  him.  From  the  receipt  of  the  last 
despatches  from  France,  he  had  made  up  his  mind 
to  go  into  CBsential  mieasures  for  the  defence  of  the 
country,  but  not  to  go  into  anything  which  he  did 
not  (hink  essential ;  and  if  he  di^ed  from  the 
gentleman  from  New  Jersey  oa  this  question,  be 
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tnuted  k«  would  not  impute  that  difference  to  a 
determination  not  to  defend  his  coanlr;. 

Mr  8.  said,  he  oerer  did  coQtider  this  as  an  eo' 
sential  bill ;  but  he  agreed  to  take  it  ifith  the 
amendments  propoted  b;  tha  select  committee. 
When  he  did  ihis,  howerer,  it  was  upon  the  idea 
that  gentlemen  who  were  desirous  of  Totiog  for 
measures  of  defence  woald  also  have  voted  for  rais' 
ing  money  to  pay  them.  Upon  this  Tiew,  though 
oontrary  to  his  sentiments,  be  promised  hit  uipporl 
to  the  UU. 

The  qneation  which  was  decided  on  Monday 
(the  qnestibn  determining  whether  the  land-tax 
shonlo  be  for  one  year  or  annual)  was  that  which 
ought  u>  have  been  a  rallying  point.  It  was  then 
nntlemen  threw  from  them  the  siroogeHt  possible 
aefeoce,  when  tber  declared  ihey  would  not  tax 
themaelres  more  than  <Hie  year  lor  the  defence  of 
their  liberties  aad  independence,  and  not  now 
upon  a  question  of  raiaing  a  body  of  10,000  men, 
which  would  scarcely  serve  for  an  ad  ranee  guard! 
Uoney  was  the  thing  wanted.  There  had  not  been 
a  single  object  uf  defence  which  he  had  not  voted 
for;  and  he  had  been  the  means  of  bringing  for- 
ward  the  touchstone  mih  respect  to  paying  the 
expense ;  and  what  was  the  consequence  1  The 
qttestion  for  making  the  land-tax  annual  was  lost. 
60  to  20,  so  that  the  tax  was  only  to  be  laid  for 
one  year,  which  would  produce  two  millions  of 


Vas  not  this  weakness 


80JXK)  n 
called  oc 


iiMlfl  He  thought  it  was.  What  was 
charges  brought  against  gentlemen  being  unwif- 
ling  to  defend  their  country  7  No  one  could  se- 
riously believe,  for  one  moment,  any  such  thing. 
Gentlemen  may  talk  of  raising  men  as  much  as 
they  please;  they  can  be  got  whenever  they  are 
wanted.  Money  was  the  thing  wanted,  ana  not 
10,000  men,  whom  he  could  raise  in  one-hslf  of 
his  own  district  in  three  days'  notice.  Besides, 
a  were  held  in  readiness,  and  might  be 
n  whole  orin  part  at  any  time.  Indeed, 
since  gentlemen  who  are  so  loud  in  speakingof  de- 
fensivemeasures  ha  veo^pDsed  the  raisingof  money. 
he  could  scarcely  consider  them  in  earnest. 

Mr.  S.  said,  he  did  not  mean  to  go  at  length  into 
thia  subject  ;  he  only  wished  to  coBvince  the 
Speaker  that  persons  might  be  opposed  lo  this  bill 
without  being  opposed  to  the  taking  of  measures 
for  the  defence  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Datton  wished  the  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land to  answer  one  or  two  things.  If  10,000 men 
eould  onlv  be  considered  as  an  advance  guard, 
why  was  he  to  anxious  to  reduce  the  number  from 
80,000  to  10,000,  and  urge  him  (Mr.  D.)  to  agree 
to  the  Kdnction  1  That  gentleman  did  this ;  spoke 
of  a  eompromisB  which  had  taken  place  in  the 
select  eommittee.  and  that,  if  he  (Mr.  D.)  would 
■upport  it,  the  bill  would  pass  without  opposition. 
Ii  It  not  extraoTdinarT,  that  after  this,  he  should 
BOW  be  lectured  by  tnai  gentleman,  and  that  he 
Umtelf  should  now  be  found  opposing  the  com- 
]*omi>ewhich  he  bad  brforerecomraended?  He 
thought  it  was. 

Hi.  8.  Smith  said,  he  bad  no  idea  of  lecturing 
ike  Speaker.  He  was  nuking  an  apolivy  for  hu 
<nn  Tate.     Ur.  8.  said,  he  wms  adied  why  he 


wished  to  reduce  the  30,000  men  to  10,000?  He 
proposed  any  such  thing.  Itwaa  a  compro- 
mise offered  to  him  by  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee, and  of  Che  two  evils  he  chose  the  least, 
though  he  did  not  think  the  men  necessary.  But, 
gentlemen  had  declined  to  vote  for  the  n 


irv  money  to  support  the  expense,  he  thought 
leif  excused  from  voting  for  these  men  at  aU. 

Whenever  the  time  comes  for  defending  the  coun- 
he  had  no  doubt  about  finding  men  enough, 
knew  of  no  disaffected  or  seditious  persons,  of 

whom  certain  gentlemen  seemed  so  much  afraid. 

HeknewofnoAmericanwho  could  not  be  trusted; 

and  if  (he  militia  had  arms  put  into  their  bands, 


then  be  in  favor  of  a  regular  army;  and  if  war 
ihould  not  take  place,  then  the  expense  of  raising 
;he  ariny  would  be  saved. 

Mr.  FiNnLET  wished  to  mention  one  fact.  The 
gentleman  from  New  Jersey  had  made  an  nogen- 
erous  and  unfounded  insinuation  as  to  the  want  of 
spirit  of  the  people  in  the  country  from  whence  he 
and  his  colleague  (Mr.  Qallatin)  came,  by  say- 
ing that  he  supposed  that  gentleman  would  go  to 
his  retreat  on  the  Monooganela,  and  call  upon  the 
mountains  lo  bide  him.  Does  experience  justify 
the  reflection  1  He  did  not  live  in  that  part  of  the 
country  during  the  war;  but  he  recollected  Chat 
there  were  two  regiments  of  men  from  Westmore- 
land who  fought  bravely  in  New  Jersey. 

Mr.  Sewall  rose  to  explain  the  business  rela- 
tive Co  the  compromise  which  Mr.  Smith  had  men- 
tioned, but  was  prevented  by  a  coll  to  order,  and 
by  the  interference  of  the  Chair. 

Mr.  Lyon  said  he  should  not  have  risen  at  Ibit 
late  hour,  had  not  the  gentleman  from  New  Jer- 
sey called  to  his  mind  some  arguments  agatnat 
this  bill.  In  the  first  place,  that  gentleman  told 
the  committee  that  the  French  have  got  a  band 
of  soldiers  which  they  do  not  know  what  to  do 
with.  Mr.  L.  wished  to  keep  this  eotmtry  out  of 
a  similar  situation  and  thn^ore  he  was  opposed 
to  this  bill.  Another  reason  ;  the  gentleman  says 
this  force  is  now  necessary.  [Mr.  Dattoh  iiaid,  no 
such  thing  had  fallen  from  him.]  Mr.  L.  said,  he 
so  understood  him;  that,  from  the  present  situation 
of  thinss  in  France,  and  particularly  of  the  Army 
of  England,  and  of  Che  vessels  preparing  to  trans* 
port  them,  that  it  was  now  necessary  to  raise  these 
men,  and  that  the  President  would  think  it  neces- 
sary. Mr.  L.  had  no  doubt  the  President  did  chink 
so,  and  he  was  not  willing  that  he  should  have  an 
opportunity  ofcarrying  bis  wishes  into  effect.  He 
supposed  gentlemen  were  aware  that  they  could 
not  at  present  prevail  with  the  House  to  raise  an 
army,  and  they  therefore  take  this  way  of  putting 
it  in  the  President's  power  to  raise  it,  without 
their  consent.  , 

The  question  for  striking  out  tbe  first  section 
was  put  and  negatived — 17  to  44. 

Tbe  committee  rote,  and  had  leave  to  sit  again. 

FnioAT,  May  11. 

After  the  presentation  of  several  addresses  and 

memorials  respecting  our  relations  with  France, 
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dtc.,  which  were,  as  usual,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mitiee  a[  the  Whole  on  the  slate  of  the  Uoion, 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Imlay  was 
read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  Harper,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  reported  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  assess- 
ment and  collection  of  direct  taxes;  which  was 
twice  read  and  committed. 

SEAMEN  DETAINED  ABROAD. 

Mr.  Harpbb.  af^er  [wemiiing  that  he  understood 
many  of  our  sailors  were  soSeriDgin  foretga  ports 
for  want  of  the  means  of  returDiog  home,  from 
havins  been  caprared  on  board  our  vessels,  moved 
the  following  resolution,  which  was  agreed  to,  and 
a  committee  of  three  members  appointed  to  carry 
it  into  effect; 

"  Raolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
inquire  and  report,  by  bill  or  otherwise,  whether 


the  capture  or  the  detention  of  the  vessels  to  which 
they  belonged,  the  means  of  returning  home." 

PROVISIONAL  ARMY. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sewall,  the  House  sgain 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  bill  authorizing  the  President  to  raise  a  pro- 
visional army ;  when 

Mr.  Dawboh  rose,  and  moved  to  strike  out  that 
part  of  the  amendment  of  the  select  committee 
which  is  in  the  following  words ;  "  imminent  da 
get  of  such  invasion,  discovered,  in  his  opinion, 
exist,"    He  said  he  would  state  his  reason*  f 
making  this  motiau. 

That  the  situatioD  of  the  United  States,  at  this 
time,  said  Mr.  D.,  is  eitremetv  awful  and  delicate, 
is  acknowledged  bv  all ;  and  ne  agreed,  in  the  selt- 
timeot  which  haa  been  so  often  expressed,  tliat 
Congress  ought  to  adopt  every  measure  for  our 
security  which  fiisiingcircumstaaces  may  require 
and  our  Oonslilulion  authorize,  whether  we  may 
have  been  brought  into  that  situation  by  the  ag- 
gressions of  other  Governmeots,  or  by  the  policy 
of  our  own  Administration.  Some,  he  knew,  there 
are,  who  are  persuaded  that  every  act  of  our  C 
Ternmeat  towards  foreign  nations  bss  been  ji 
and  impartial ;  others  there  are  who  think  that  we 
may  have  committed  errors,  and  that  we  ought, 
on  conviction,  to  redress  them.  Some  there  are 
who  attribute  the  conduct  of  the  French  Repub- 
lic towards  us  to  a  supposed  division  in  our  public 
councils,aQd  between  the  people  and  their  Qovern- 
ment;  whilst  others  aie  apprehensive  that  intem- 
perate, acrimonious  Language,  and  inflated  decla- 
■natioa,  on  our  part,  may  have  irritated  a  nation, 
proud  in  her  victory  and  giddy  with  success. 
Whether  to  any  or  to  which  ofthese  several  causes 
we  are  to  attribute  our  present  situation,  Mr.  D. 
■aid  he  would  not  inquirejSnd  should  think  it  wise 
to  keep  out  of  view,  as  far  as  possible,  questions 
which  have  so  much  agitated  the  Union  and  di- 
vided her  councils.  He  was  of  opinion  thai  all 
parties  ^ould  unite  their  endeavors  to  avert  the 


ribunai  he  cheerful 
wnGdence,  that  if  by 


Iv  appealed 
.  the  asi 
■nents,  or  the  policy  of 


IgressioDs  of  other  Go- 


should  be  prepared  to  meet  it  like  men  resolved  to 
support  the  Conitilutiou,  the  hberty,  and  indepen- 
dence, of  their  country. 
These  being  sentiments  and  {mnciples  (o  wfaich 
{  was  forever  wedded^  he  must  express  bis  a*- 
inisbment  at  insinuations  which  had  been  so 
often  beard  within  those  walls  from  genilemen 
elated  in  their  own  estimation,  who  are  constantly 
placing  feathers  in  their  own  caps,  and  aKribing 
to   others  who   differ  from   them  in  apinion,  at 
liast  an  indifference  to  the  interests  of  their  coan> 
try.    With  what  delicacy  these  chargks  had  been 
made,  he  left  with  the  gentlemen  themselves  lo 
determine  J  with  what  propriety  they  had  been 

fed,  an  impartial  public  will  decide.  To  that 
....'.1  i .  '.i — '"illy  apr — '""■ "  — '  ' —  '"'■  * 
yth 
policy  of  our  own,  our  coudItv 
jhonld  be  involved  in  war,  the  gentlemen  witn 
whom  be  had  the  honor  to  act  would  be  fonnd  as 
ready  to  meet  danger,  and  as  firm  in  supporting 
the  liberty  and  independence  of  onr  country  as 
their  Taunting  opponents. 

With  these  impressions  upon  his  mind,  he  should 
readily  vote  for  the  bill  under  cODsideration,  how- 
ever large  the  number  of  men,  or  great  the  ex- 
pense, could  he  persuade  himself  that  existing  cir- 
cumstances  require  the  adoption  of  the  measure, 
or  that  the  Constitution  would  authtvize  the  del- 
egation of  power.  But,  believing  as  he  did,  that 
there  are  no  dangers  which  at  this  time  threaten 
our  country  which  mav  not  be  met  by  the  mili- 
tia of  it,  and  persuaded  as  he  was  that  the  Con- 
stiiQtioQ  does  not  authorize  the  proposed  del^a- 
tion  of  power,  he  must  be  opposed  to  the  bill. 

On  a  review  of  the  subject  before  the  commit- 
tee, two,  and  only  two,  points  present  themselves 
to  out  inquiry,  and  these  have  been  so  fully  treat- 
ed by  gentlemen  who  had  preceded  bim  in  the 
debate^  (especially  by  the  able  member  from  Penn- 
sylvania, Mr.  Gallatim,  and  his  very  eloquoit 
colleague,  Mr.  Bremt,)  that  an  attempt  on  hi* 
part  to  enforce  their  arguments  would  be  adding 
sophistry  for  reasoning,  and  declamation  for  per- 
suasion. He  would,  therefore,  sit  down  with 
moving  his  amendment. 

A  call  for  the  question  was  made. 

Mr.  Sewall  would  onlv  observe,  that  this  ques- 
tion was  the  same  which  bad  been  debated  for 
several  days.  He  left  the  public  to  ^udge  of  the 
candor  of  gentlemen  in  thus  repeating  questions 
upon  the  committee.  If  the  bill  was  to  produce 
any  effect  at  all,  it  must  have  its  principal  effect 
from  these  words.  As  to  the  Constitutional  scru- 
ple, he  believed  no  one  would  lay  any  stress  upon 
It.  If  this  motion  did  not  prevail,  (which  he 
trusted  it  would  not.)  he  should  move  to  confine 
the  power  proposed  to  be  given  to  the  Pteudeat 
to  the  recess  of  Congress;  and  if  imminent  dan- 
ger should  exist  in  the  mean  time,  the  Pre«dent 
certainly  ought  to  have  the  power  to  begin  to 
raise  these  men. 

The  question  was  put  and  negatived — 18  to  41. 

Mr.  Sbwall  then  moved  the  following  n  ' 
to  be  introduced  into  the  committee^  ai 
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Fmtuional  Armi/. 


[H.  OP  R. 


Tiz :  "  before  the  next  (ession  of  CoD^era,  which 
is  Df  shall  be  appointed  by  law." 

This  modoD,  after  a  Dumber  of  obserralioDS 
apOD  it,  B«  to  the  propriety  of  ila  form,  was  Bjrreed 
to,  in  theaewords,  "hieforethenexcaession  of  Con- 


judge  (be  public  aafetv  requires  ibe  roeasore,"  and 
to  insert  in  its  place  tne  amendment  of  the  select 
committee,  aa  amended,  menlioning  the  three 
contiogencies' in  which  the  Preaident  may  pro- 
ceed to  raise  the  army. 

Mr.  SiTOBSATiB  inquired  Thether  it  wonld  be 
in  order  to  divide  the  question  so  aa  diat  be  might 
vote  for  atrikinf^  out  and  agaiual  inserting  1  and 
being  answered  in  the  affirmative,  he  said  he  would 
then  call  for  such  a  division  of  the  queeiioo.  He 
had  felt,  during  the  present  session,  very  little 
disposition  to  take  up  much  of  the  time  of  the 
House  or  of  the  committee ;  bat  as  no  gentleman 
had  at  all  expressed  the  opinions  which  he  (Mr. 
8.)  entertained  on  the  subject,  and  as  the  subject 
was  of  so  great  importance  that  silence,  under 
ineh  circumstances,  could  not  be  compatible  with 
dnty,  he  must  ealreat  the  indulgence  of  the 
committee  while  he  explained,  as  briefly  as  he 
could,  the  reasons  why  he  hoped  the  words  con- 
tained in  the  bill  from  the  Senate  might  be  struck 
out,  and  neither  those  contained  in  the  amend- 
ment, nor  any  others,  be  substituted  in  their  stead. 
It  was  his  opiition,  formed  after  mnoh  anxious 
eon sidera lion,  and  which  he  therefore  could  not 
suppress,  although  from  what  he  had  heardinthe 
House  for  some  days,  he  could  not  expect  that  his 
ideas  would  prevail  generally  with  (he  members — 
it  was  his  opinion  that  the  military  force  contem- 
^ated  by  this  bill  should  be  immediately  raised, 
and  that  it  ought  not  to  depend  either  upon  the 
discretion  of  the  President,  as  provided  by  the 
Senate,  or,  what  is  worse,  upon  the  specific  c 
tingencies  expressed  in  the  amendment  of  the 
Uct  committee.  He  had  no  objection  to  trust 
President  with  the  discretion  aOaded  to,  but  ai 
was  very  clearly  of  opinion  that  thecircumstai 
of  the  country  reqmred  that  a  respectable  re 
lary  force  should  be  provided  without  delay,  he 
did  not  desire  to  throw  upon  the  President  a  re- 
^Dsibility  which  he  was  ready  to  take  upon 
httnael^  and  which  he  thought  ought  to  be  borne 
b^  Congress  rather  than  toe  President.  At  a 
tune  when  the  country  is  admitted  on  all  sides  to 
be  in  danger,  he  could  aol  admit  the  idea  of  a  pro- 
visiooal  army;  he  believed  that  the  Military  Es- 
tablishment ou^ht  to  be  increased  by  an  addition 
equal  to  the  exigencies  of  the  times,  and  that  this 
increase  ought  to  be  authorized  and  directed  by 
law.  in  the  usual  and  ordinary  form. 

The  committee  had  heard  much  about  a  spirit 
of  compromise.  He  believed  that  this  bill  had,  in 
its  origm  and  progress,  grown  out  of  this  spirit  of 
eoiapromise ;  this  spirit  had  nearly  strangled  it 
in  ila  birth  in  the  Senate;  and  ihiaapiril  had  man- 
gled and  mutilated  it  in  the  select  committee  of 
the  Honaa.  For  himaelf,  he  always  had  believed. 
and  he  still  believed,  that  this  spirit  is  an  evil 


ipirit;  that,  on  great  and  important  public  points 
of  difference,  it  never  had  produced,  and  never 
could  produce  any  good.  On  a  question  like  the 
present,  he  believed  there  was  no  half-wHy  line, 
no  middle  course,  which  could  be  correct.  If  the 
actual  or  probable  circumstances  of  the  country 
require  military  preparations,  they  ought  to  be 
made ;  and  if  there  u  no  danger,  there  is  no  ne- 
cessity for  preparation.  The  spirit  of  compro- 
mise which  had  pervaded  on  this  occasion,  he 
thought,  therefore,  was  unwise  and  improper;  it 
was  acting  like  arbitrators,  who,  under  the  notion 
of  splitting  the  difference,  did  justice  to  neither 
party,  bat  injustice  to  both.  He  would  not  say 
that  there  is.  to  use  the  v^  restricted  language 
of  the  amendment,  actual  imminent  danger  of  an 
lion ;  but  if  there  are  any  appearances  in  the 
of  our  foreign  relations  to  justify  a  reasona- 
ble belief  that  in  one,  two,  or  three  years  heace, 
may  be  made  upon  us  in  our  own  territory, 
he  believed  it  was  the  indispensable  duly  of  Con- 
gress now  to  btsin  to  make  preparations  to  meet 
If  we  should  wait  until  the  danger  becomes 
linent,  before  we  commence  the  raising  of  an 
y,  we  shall  wait  too  long.  Much  time  is  re- 
quisite to  be  employed  in  the  raising  and  organiz- 
ing a  regular  army,  and  much  more  before  it  can 
be  disciplined  so  as  to  be  efficient.  He  agreed 
with  those  gentlemen  who  bdieved  that  a  regular 
army  waa  most  to  be  depended  upon  in  time  of 
declared  war;  but  be  supposed  it  would  be  con- 
ceded that  such  an  army,  in  its  early  infancy,  con- 
sisting of  raw  recruits,  imperfectly  disciplined,  is 
much  feebler  and  much  less  to  be  relied  on  than 
the  militia  of  the  country,  who  supply  the  defect 
of  discipline  by  principle  and  enthusiasm.  The 
militia  will  be  composed  of  men  having  a  com- 
mon interest  in  the  community,  who  take  the  field 
to  fight  pro  aril  el  foeu,  for  their  own  preserva- 
tion and  the  protection  of  their  families,  connex- 
friends,  and  country ;  whereas  a  regular 
this,  as  in  all  other  countries,  wm  be 


made  up,  in  a  great  measnre,  of  the  idle  and  the 
proftigate,  who  have  no  property  to  defend,  who 
are  without  employment,  ana  without  industry  to 
seek  it.  In  this  oWrTation,  he  begged  it  to  be 
understood  that  he  referred  to  the  private  soldiery 
and  not  to  the  officers.  If,  therefore,  the  bill  was 
calculated  only  for  cases  of  invaaion.  or  of  immi- 
nent danger  of  invasion,  there  could  be  no  doubt 
but  the  immediate  reanurce  of  the  nation  must  be 
in  its  militia.  It  is  a  joke  to  talk  of  raising  a  re- 
gular army  to  repel  an  invasion  which  has  occur- 
red, or  which  is,  as  it  were,  at  our  door.  Before 
a  regular  armv,  commenced  thus  late,  could  ope- 
rate effectually,  the  enemy  will  have  effected 
their  lodgement  in  the  heart  of  the  country,  will 
have  taken  our  chief  towns,  and  have  fortified  them 

Tinst  our  attacks.  For  all  purposes,  therefore 
temporary  defence,  he  presumed  the  hopes  of 
the  nation  must  rest  on  the  militia  and  on  toe  vo- 
lunteers. He  understood  the  army,  contemplated 
by  this  hill,  to  be  designed  to  meet  that  state  of 
things  when,  one  or  two  years  hence,  all  obstacles 
being  removed  which  at  present  oppose  them- 
selves on  the  ocean  to  the  enterprises  of  Franoa, 
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■he  maf  be  left  at  liberty  to  re«k  her  Tengeance 
upon  us,  by  a  powerful  ioTaaiau  of  the  terri- 
tory of  the  Umted  States.  Tbia  is  a  sUte  ol 
tbiogs  wbich  we  ought  to  anticipate,  whether  the 
projected  eipeJition  e^iost  Endaad  succeed  or 
Mil ;  it  is  reagoaable  to  expect  that  under  either 
oircumataDce  its  issue  will  induce  a  peace  between 
those  rival  Powers;  and  when  that  shall  lake 
place,  there  will  be  nothing  to  prevent  France 
from  sending  her  ships  and  her  troopi  across  the 
Atlantic  to  the  invasiOD  of  America.  It  is  against 
this  period  that  Conssess  ought  to  prepare,  with 
a  prudent  foresight  of  erenta ;  and,  to  be  prepared, 
they  cannot  begin  too  soon.  According  to  alt  or- 
dinary calculations,  they  will  not,  even  if  they 
begin  now,  have  their  army  in  a  stale  of  efficient 
leadioess  before  it  will  be  wanted.  The  country 
is  not  the  less  in  danger  that  the  danger  is  not  at 
the  door ;  this  is  a  truth  all  important,  but  which 
did  not  appear  to  be  sufficiently  understood. 

He  requested  that  gentlBmen  who  opposed  tbia 
bill  would  retrace  the  arguments  which  they  had 
used  in  the  course  of  Ibis  session.  When  niea^ 
ures  of  defence  have  been  proposed  ;  when  arming 
of  merchant  vessels  has  been  under  discussion,  anc 
when  it  was  contended  that  the  public  ships  of  tbi 
United  States  should  be  used  as  convoys,  have 
they  not  urged  with  the  utmost  solicitude  that 
these  measures  mutt  neceesaTiliy  produce  a  war? 
When  the  despatches  were  about  to  be  published, 
did  they  not  strenuously  contend  that  it  would  be 

aual  to  a  declaration  of  war,  and  would  efiectu- 
y  destroy  all  r«roainiikg  hope  of  accommoda' 
tion  1  YeL  after  these  measures  have  been 
adopted,  and  war,  according  to  their  own  reasoi 
ing,  has  thus  become  inevitable,  and  when  it 
DOW  proposed  to  be  prepared  for  so  probable  d 
event,  the^  affect  to  have  dismissed  all  appr 
beDsioD,  and  tell  ns  "  there  is  no  danger."  Fi 
himself,  Mr.  S.  said,  be  was  ready  to  avow  that 
be  had  always  believed  that  there  was  dan- 
ger; that  it  was  not  in  our  power,  by  any 
afforts,  to  preserve  peace.  He  had  calculated 
upon  the  profligacy  of  the  Qoveroment  with 
whom  we  are  al  variance,  upon  their  boundless 
ambiiioo,  their  eicessive  arrogance,  and  their  in- 
tatiable  resentment.  He  bad  believed  that  the 
rulers  of  France  would  suppose  their  individual 
interests  to  depend  on  contention  with  America; 
be  had  never  imagined  that  our  danger  could  be 


those  measureK,  it  wai  not  from  an  ezpeciati 

areiting,  but  with  the  view  of  meeting  the  danger. 
He  now  believed  that,  unless  cireumslances should 
•ocui  in  EuroM  wbich  are  not  under  oar  control, 
the  time  would  come  when  alt  the  difficulties 
would  be  removed,  which,  at  present,  prevent  the 
Directory  from  pointing  their  force  against  this 
oouu try, except  those  which  they  should  eitcounter 
IB  our  own  courage  and  our  own  resources — espe- 
oially  if  that  aentimeoi  should  prevail  whii-h  bad 
baen  so  o(W  expressed,  that  a  war -with  France 
was  less  to  be  deprecated  than  an  alliance  with 
Buglaod.  If  DO  compact  could  be  nude  with 
Chrwt  Britain  that  should  secure  to  ib  the  astiat- 


ance  and  protection  ofher  navy,  and  when  hernume* 
rous  fleets  shall  no  longer  cover  the  ocean  and  keep 
the  fleets  of  France  blocked  up  in  her  own  porta, 
what  is  there  to  prevent  those  fleets  from  landing 
her  military  hordes  on  our  shores]  We  must  in 
that  case  be  exposed,  alone  and  unassisted,  to  all 
the  efiorts  of  an  enemy  whom  gentlemen  aflect  to 
con!<ider  as  all  powerful,  and  of  whose  reseal- 
ments  there  can  be  no  doubt  What  is  to  become 
of  iheimmenae armies,  composed  of  corbnlent  ani 
restless  spirits,  habituated  lo  liceatiousneu  and 
plunder,  when  they  can  no  longer  be  amused  with 
the  chimera  of  a  conquest  of  Qreat  Britain  1 
How  will  they  be  disgorged  from  France,  where 
their  continuance  must  befataliothe  rule  of  thoae 
who  now  exercise  the  powers  of  the  Qovernmenti 
Where  are  they  to  find  the  rewards  which  hav« 
bean  so  lavishly  promised  wiien  ther  shall  have 
achieved  the  safety  of  the  Republic  1  Is  there  not 
good  reason  to  fear  that  they  will  be  sent  to  seek 
their  reward  in  America,  to  divide  our  lands,  and 
establish  a  military  colony  in  the  United  Statea? 
Are  we  not  exposed  to  every  project  of  ibis  sort 
in  the  South,  and  from  the  quarter  of  Louisiana  ? 
He  believed  that  these  are  not  exaggerated  appre- 
hensions; that  they  ought  to  excite  us  seriously 
to  thinkof  a  danger  that  may  not  be  very  temMej 
and  with  Grnuiess  and  resolution  to  prepare  for 
the  worst.  He  could  not,  for  himself,  eous«ni  to 
postpone  one  day  the  raising  of  an  army  that 
might  be  likely  effectually  to  protect  the  country, 
when  our  trouble  shall  have  come  xpoo  us.  He 
could  never  consent  to  impose  on  the  President  tht 
responsibility  of  so  important  a  measure;  still  leas 
was  be  witling  ao  to  confine  and  restrict  his  dis- 
cretion,  as  llui  he  should  only  use  it  wh«  it 
would  be  too  late.  He  repealed  tliat,  howerei 
soon  our  preparations  might  begin,  thera  was  « 
strong  probability  that  the  army  could  not  beeffi- 
cioitly  raised,  organized,  equipped,  and  disci- 
plined, bdbre  it  might  be  necessary  to  call  them 


h« 


vote  lor  raising  this  army  immediately,  al- 

ihgugh  he  had  no  eipectaiion  that  such  vote 
wou^  succeed  ;  but  placed  in  a  responsible  situa- 
tion, in  critical  times,  he  could  not  otherwise  dis- 
charge his  duly  than  by  declaring  his  opinion 
candidly,  and  pressing  it  upon  the  committee.  He 
was  sensible  that,  in  eiinessing  this  opinion,  be 
should  difler  from  some  respectable  friends  with 
whom  he  bad  always  acted.  He  lamented  it  ex- 
tremely. He  lamented  that  any  of  bis  frieode 
should  adopt  aentimenls  which,  as  he  coaeeived, 
tended  to  cripple  the  nec«ssary  measures  of  de- 
fence ;  that  iiiey  should  swell  the  numbers  of 
those  who  had  been  uniform  in  their  opposition  to 
these  measures.  Of  all  possible  times,  he  believed 
the  present  to  be  the  least  proper  for  compromise. 
In  such  times  gentlemen  should  think  for  then- 
selves;  should  act  from  the  result  of  dieirojun- 
ions ;  and,  if  they  cannot  succeed  in  carrying 
measure*  which  they  ttiiak  neceesarv  for  the 
honor  and  interest  of  the  country,  should  devolva 
the  responsibility  of  couaequeacca  on  thoaa  yibo 
defeat  them. 
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While  he  w»8  up  he  would  notice  the  obaeira- 
tions  of  sDme  members  who  profess  to  decline 
rotieg'  for  iha  proposed  ■rmameot,  beeiute  on  a 
recent  question  others  hftd  voted  to  limit  the  da- 
imtion  of  the  direct  tax  lo  one  year.  No  man  re- 
gretted more  ihan  he  did  the  decision  of  that 
question,  or  was  more  desironi  that  the  duration 
of  the  lax  should  be  commensurate  with  the  ex- 
pense which  it  w«B  intended  to  defray  ;  but  it  did 
not  follow  that  beoaiue  they  had  committed  one 
«iTor,  they  should  commit  another.  The  defence 
"'  the  country  on_ 

a  that  money  could 
expense.  It  is  onr  duty  to  adopt  the  necessary 
mcMures  of  defence,  and  afterwards  it  will  he  our 
duty  to  provide  the  money.  The  session  was  not 
vet  closed,  and  before  tbe  House  rises,  it  eonid  not 
De  doabted  but  that  resources  would  be  found  to 
answer  all  exigencies.  He  concluded  with  calling 
for  a  difisioa  of  the  question. 

The  question  on  striking  oat  the  words  in  the 
original  bill,  viz:  "whenever  he  shall  judge  the 
pnMic  safety  requires  the  meosnre,"  was  put  and 
carried ;  there  being  72  votes  for  it. 

Hr.  Habper  then  moved  to  insert  the  words 
recontmended  to  be  inserted  in  their  place  by  the 
•elect  committee,  viz :  "  in  the  event  of  K  declarw- 
linn  of  war  against  the  United  States,  or  of  actual 
invastoa  of  their  territory,  by  a  foreign  Power,  or 
of  immediate  danger  of  such  inraston,  discovered, 
is  bis  c^inioD,  to  exist-" 

The  qaestioo  was  carried ;  there  Ving  68  votes 
for  it. 

The  next  ametidment  proposed  by  the  select 
committee  was  to  strike  out  twenty  thousand 
(men)  and  to  insert  ten  thousand. 

Mr.  Oallatik  wished  this  question  to  be  divi- 
ded, as  he  wished  to  strike  out  twenty,  and  insert 
Ave  thousand.  He  was  led  to  wish  this  amend- 
ment from  [he  general  agreement  which  there 
•eemed  to  be,  and  agreeably  to  the  confession  of 
kis  colleague  (Mr.  SiTOftiAvEe)  that  at  present 
there  exists  no  danger  of  an  invasion  from  Eu- 
rope. If  there  was  any  danger  at  all,  it  seemed  to 
be  confined  wholly  to  the  Southern  States ;  and 
it  was  said  yesterday  by  a  gentleman  from  that 

J  Barter,  (Mr.  Pinckhet,)  that  twelve  of  thirteen 
tindred  men  in  8onih  Carolina  would  be  very 
nteful.  If  that  numba  would  be  suEBcient  for 
that  State,  Mr.  G.  thought  6ve  thousand  would  be 
a  number  sufficient  to  be  raised  for  any  c^ject  to 
which  they  could  be  applied.  As  for  nimself  he 
was  against  the  bill  in  toto,  as  he  did  not  believe 
in  any  danger  which  the  militia  would  notbeable 
to  meet ;  Hit  if  an  army  must  be  raised,  it  Deed 
■ot  be  larger  than  gentlemen  could  find  a  use  for. 
Mr.  Hartley  had  some  doubt  whether  Con- 
gress ought  not  then  tc  go  further  than  was  in- 
tended by  the  bill,  and  vote  for  an  efficient  force  to 
be  raised  immediately.  Nothing  but  the  expense, 
and  the  strong  objections  made  against  the  neces- 
sitv  of  the  measure,  induced  him  to  be  in  bvor 
only  of  a  provisional  army,  to  be  ratted  on  certain 
contingencies. 

The  right  of  delegating  the  power  intended  to 
be  given  to  the  President  has  been  very  fnlly  dif 


cussed.    He  thought  there  had  been  great  accom- 
modntion  on  the  part  of  the  majwily  to  limit  th« 

The  President,  Mr.  H.  said,  will  be  in  a  Yerjr 
delicate  and  responsible  situation.  The  whofe 
world  looking  on,  be  will  certaioty  strive  to  act  in 
the  best  manner.  He  was  perfectly  satisfied  thai 
the  President  should  have  the  power  of  tabing 
the  80,000  men,  or  as  many  of  them  as  he  thought 
necessary,  upon  one  or  more  of  these  contingent 
eies  happening.  No  one  ought  to  say  that  30,000 
men,  in  case  of  war,  would  Be  too  many.  In  the 
year  1776,  when  v?e  were  contendinff  against  a 
nation  perhaps  not  so  formidable  by  land  as  the 
one  now  about  annoying  as,  Congress  voted  88 
battalions  of  infantry,  besides  cavalry  and  artil- 
lery, and  afterwards  there  were  voted  16additional 
battalions. 

Whenever  armies  are  to  be  raised  by  recmitinf, 
you  must,  in  the  first  dace,  be  at  considerable  ex- 
pense in  supporting  officers  withont  men ;  but  this 
cannot  be  avoided.  The  tdfieers  should  be  selected 
from  the  several  States,  and  dispersed  over  the 
Union. 

If  we  have  a  war,  as  the  President  might  etk* 
gage  men  for  a  shorter  period  than  three  vears,  he 
trusted  that  the  sons  of  the  yeomanry  of  tne  conn* 
try  would  come  forth  as  on  a  former  occasion. 

Mr.  H.  said,  gentlemen  might  speak  as  highly 
as  they  pleased  in  favor  of  militia.  The  plui 
now  in  view  would  draw  a  pan  of  them  into  the 
standing  troops,  where  they  would  be  better  discip- 
lined ;  Bod,  in  addition  to  the  knowledge  of  shoot- 
ing, ihey  would  acquire  that  of  moving  and  ma- 
ncEuvring  to  advantage. 

Standmg  troops  wiU  be  necessary  in  a  war  of 
any  length.  You  may  occasionally  call  the  mili- 
tia; hut  it  would  be  immensely  inconvenient  10  be 
constantly  calling  the  husbandman  from  the  field, 
and  the  mechanic  ftota  his  labors,  and  to  have 
the  whole  country  marching  and  countermarch- 
ing. Short  tours  of  duty  in  the  militia  is  a  seri* 
ous  difficulty,  and  cannot  well  be  helped.  Boiae 
attempts  have  been  made  to  retain  the  militia  in 
camp  six  months,  bni  they  have  been  distressing. 
One  instance  he  would  mention.  In  the  y«iT  17^ 
as  a  reinforcement  to  the  Northern  Army,  SOOO 
militia  were  ordered  out,  under  the  command  of 
Qeneral  Bricket.  They  were  very  good  men;  they 
were  in  camp  for  some  months  at  Tinconderoga) 
hut,  from  camp  duty,  separation  from  their  fami- 
lies, and  impatience,  they  became  sickly  and  de- 
pressed, and  were  daily  applying  for  discharges. 

Where  the  service  is  not  of  long  duration,  but 
active,  the  militia  can  be  useful,  especially  in  ■ 
woody  country.  They  may  frequently  act  to  ad- 
vantage in  aid  of  the  r^lar  troops.  They  per- 
formrf  their  duty  in  unison  when  General  Bur- 

Soyne's  army  was  taken.  A  number  of  bold  and 
Kided  men  left  their  homes,  resolved  that  the 
invading  army  should  be  destroyed  ot  taken  before 
they  returned.  The  army  was  taken.  In  several 
other  places  the  militia  achieved  reputation. 

Mr.  H.  ms  not  for  a  large  standing  army  in 
time  of  peace,  nor,  in  time  of  war,  of  more  troop* 
than  would  give  secnrily,  and  be  a  convenieoee  to 
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tke  i«st  of  the  com m unit;.  He  suonglf  urged 
the  propriety,  in  the  present  state  of  things,  of 
grantbg  the  power  to  the  President.  He  was 
confident  it  would  be  faithfully  attended  lo.  If 
any  iutentiooal  wrong  took  place,  an  enlightened 
people  would  discover  it. 

From  the  arguments  of  some'  gentlemen,  all  is 
security — we  have  nothinff  to  fear.  Those  argu- 
ments haye  been  so  forcibly  or  artfully  used,  that, 
for  the  moment,  numbers  may  be  led  away  by 
them.  Recollection  and  thought  will  brinf;  ihem 
back ;  and  if  they  do  not  dissent  or  discredit  abso- 
lutely what  is  said  about  our  security,  they  must 
doubt  it,  and  prefer  theii  own  meesutee. 

If  none  of  the  contingencies  contemplated  in  the 
bill  hag^ieo,  no  men  are  to  be  raised ;  but  if  any 
of  them  should  happen,  the  number  should  not  be 
leduced  from  10,000  men  to  5,000,  but  rather  re- 
main at  20,000. 

As  to  providing  the  means,  Mr.  H.  was  inclined 
to  think  that  they  were  not  obliged  to  go  to  any 
great  extent.  No  money  was  provided  to  pay  the 
militia  who  may  be  called  out ;  but  the  national 
character  and  honor  are  certainty  pledged  to  fur- 
'  niah  what  may  be  necessary — so  they  will  in  this 

He  conceived,  however,  that  it  might  be  prudent 
to  appropriate  Sl50,0OO  or  ^200,000  at  present,  to 
be  under  the  direction  of  the  President,  in  case 
troop  were  to  be  raised  under  this  hill,  which 
might  be  applied  towards  bounty,  or  equipping. 
He  was  decidedly  against  the  motion  for  reduc' 

Hr.  HABFEn  did  not  know  by  what  kind  of  rea- 
aoning  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  could 
conclude  that  nobody  apprehended  any  danger 
from  invasioD,  except  from  the  West  Indies,  and 
that  in  the  Southern  States.  He  had  himself  said, 
that  there  was  danger  in  that  quarter,  hut  by  no 
means  that  there  was  none  anywhere  else  ;  so  far 
from  it,  be  bad  declared  it  to  oe  bis  opinion  that 
there  was  as  much  danger  in  Rhode  Island  as  in 
any  other  part  of  the  Union.  Another  gentleman 
(the  Speaker)  contended  that  the  army  on  the 
ooastsof  France,  which,  in  gasconadinc  style,  they 
coll  the  Army  of  England,  may  be  the  drmy  of 
America;  and  the  transports  collecting  at  Bor- 
deaux and  Brest,  instead  of  being  intended  to  go 
uainat  London,  may  be  sent  to  Florida,  or  against 
Rhode  Island.  This,  in  his  mind,  was  a  proliable 
event;  and  when  be  saw  150,000  or  200,000  men 
collected  on  the  shores  of  France,  said  to  be  for  a 
particular  purpose,  he  could  readily  conceive  that 
a  wing  of  that  army  might  have  another  destina- 
tion. He  had  not  the  happy  turn  of  mind  of  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  who,  notwithstand- 
ing all  that  was  heard  and  seen  from  France  and 
her  agents,  could  stilt  believe  that  we  have  no  dan- 
ger to  apprehend,  except  from  the  West  Indies. 
Mr.  H.  believed  the  most  immioent  danger  was 
from  that  quarter,  but  by  no  means  the  only  dan- 

£er;  he  believed  there  were  others,  not  only  great, 
ut  serious  and  threatening ;  he  heliered  the  Exe- 
cutive Directory  were  loo  wise,  and  had  too  good 
information,  to  make  an  attempt  on  England ;  and 
though  he  did  tiot  believe  that  we  had  any  certain 


knowledge  of  an  intended  invasion  from  Europe, 
yet  it  was  eiiremely  probable.  He  was  therefora 
opposed  to  the  reduction  of  the  proposed  army  to 
5,000  men,  because  he  did  not  think  them  suffi- 
cient; nor  did  he  concur  with  another  reDtlemaB 
from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Sitobbaves,)  that  an 
army  must  be  raised  for  a  year  or  two  before  it 
can  be  useful.  Much  depended  upon  officers ;  and 
he  believed.ifth^se  were  active  anddid  theirduty, 
three  montbs  would  make  an  army  as  fit  for  oer- 
vice  as  three  years.  He  therefore  believed  an  army 
of  10,000  men  might  be  raised  and  completed  for 
the  field,  if  occasion  required,  before  the  next  *ea- 
sion  of  Congress ;  and  he  did  not  mean  to  aay  that 
any  danger  could  assail  us,  in  the  mean  time,  which 
10,000  men,  with  the  assistance  of  the  militia, 
(whose  service  he  never  meant  to  lose  aight  of,) 
woold  not  be  able  to  repel. 

Mr.  H.  said,  had  he  been  so  desirous  of  degrad- 
ing the  militia  as  his  colleague  (Mr.  Bomtek)  had 
supposed,  be  should  have  cited  some  instance*  of 
their  disgrace,  which  he  could  have  easily  done. 
He  believed  the  militia  were  the  materials  out  of 
which  a  defence  was  to  be  raised,  but  he  still  be- 
lieved that  it  was  necessary  to  havs  a  regular  force 
to  act  with  tbem ;  and  though  5,000  men  might  be 
sufficient  for  the  protection  of  the  Southern  coast, 
as  they  might  also  be  wanted  in  other  quartera, 
he  should  be  opposed  to  raising  any  lest  nambei 
than  10,000  men. 

Mr.  Gallatin  said,  it  was  true,  that  he  had  con- 
ceived the  id&  of  danger  from  an  invasion  from 
Europe  during  the  present  season  was  given  up. 
He  had  drawn  this  conclusion  from  the  manner 
in  which  gentlemen  had  supported  tbeir  opinion 
against  bis  motion  to  strike  out  the  first  section. 
It  was  then  staled  by  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  and  o^era,  that  there  existed  danger  in  a 
certain  quarter.  The  gentleman  from  South  Car- 
otina  even  pointed  out  the  very  individual  spot  at 
which  the  enemy  was  to  land,  the  route  they  wera 
to  take,  and  almost  every  encampment  they  were 
to  make,  until  they  got  to  the  walls  of  Charleston. 
When  be  said  he  thought  the  idea  of  danger  from 
Europe  was  given  up,  he  did  not  forget  what  fell 
from  the  Speaker  yesterday ;  but  having  heard 
that  gentleman  calling  the  Armii  of  JEngland  the 
Army  of  America,  and,  at  the  same  time,  speaking 
of  falling  mountains^  unfurled  banners,  &m.,  he 
could  not  conceive  him  to  he  serious  in  anything 
he  said ;  and  he  really  had  considered  the  whole 
of  his  speech  as  merely  allegorical.  But  the  com- 
mittee were  now  told  by  the  gentleman  &om  South 
Carolina  that  there  is  a  pro^biiity  of  an  invasion 
from  Europe.  If  he  had  said  there  wasapoan- 
biiUyf  be  would  not  have  said  it  was  impossible,  aa 
very  improbable  events  sometimes  lake  place ; 
but,  when  the  House  legislated,  they  ought  not  to 
do  it  upon  possibilities,  but  upon  probabiTities;  and 
all  that  bad  been  said  in  favor  oi  this  bill  that  was 
probable,  was  what  had  been  advanced  as  to  the 
danger  to  be  apprehended  from  the  West  Indies; 
Everything  else  he  looked  upon  as  beyond  proba- 
bility. 

Mr.  Q.  desired  to  know  upon  what  this  profaa- 
bility  of  an  invaaioD  front  Europe  lay  }  He  wisk- 
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ed.  iastead  of  nying  that  the  armament  now  pre- 
paring in  France,  osiemibly  agaiiut  Eofclaod, 
might  come  against  this  country,  to  say  why  ih'ey 
think  ao.  The  sigoment  of  Ihe  eeatleman  from 
South  Carolina  was  of  a  sineolRr  nature ;  i) 
amouaied  to  this :  The  French  Directory  are  ex- 
tremely wise,  and  have  the  best  information  rela- 
tive to  England ;  but  it  is  impossible  to  succeed 
iuaninviuioD  against  that  country,  therefore  the 
armament  must  be  intended  aeainst  this  country. 
He  must  own  he  was  not  struct  very  forcibly  with 
such  reasoning. 

As  to  the  impossibility  of  invading  England, 
he  knew  nothing  of  it.  He  belicTcd  ibe  success 
(rf'ihe  eveaCmnsi  depend  upon  the  resistance  made 
in  England}  and  it  appeal^  lo  bin^  from  what 
was  taking  place  there,  that  ihey  do  believe  in  ihi 
pocsibiliiy  of  an  invasion,  and  are  determined  ti 
reaiat  any  atuck  which  may  be  made.  But  if  the 
^inciple  laid  down  by  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina,  that  the  GoverDmeoi  of  France  is  wis& 
and  have  good  information,  is  admitted,  they  will 
have  the  wisdom  and  information  not  to  attempt 
impracticabilities,  but  apply  their  means  to  effect 
objects  which  will  be  of  service  to  them.  But  an 
invanioD  of  this  country  could  neither  be  useful  to 
the  men  in  power  in  that  Quverament  nor  produce 
theleast  advantage  to  the  nation.  The  resources 
of  that  nation,  powerful  as  it  is,  do  not  consist  of 
moaey,  or  a  great  navy,  by  which  lo  carry  on  fwo- 
jects  at  a  distance  from  home.  They  have  men 
m  great  abuadaoce,  and  the  Qovernment  can  lay 
hold  of  anything  they  please  to  support  them.  But 
we  know  the  situation  of  their  finances ;  we  know 
they  have  called  for  o  forced  loan  in  support  of  the 
intended  invasion  against  Eofflaod.  They  wanted 
oaly  forty  millions  of  French  livres  for  that  im- 
portant object — not  quite  two  millioiis  sterling — 
and  were  not  able  to  raise  it  in  the  usual  way.  We 
know  thai  they  wanted  money  from  us,  ana  from 
Hamburg  for  the  same  purpose,  and  have  in  fact 
been  trymg  to  raise  money  everywhere  on  the 
credit  of  their  Dutch  rescriptions.  Thus  situated, 
Mr-  G.  asked,  how  gentlemen  could  imagine  that 
the  French  could  undertake  to  invade  a  country 
like  this,  twelve  hundred  leagues  distance  from 
homel    No  nation  who  had  not  the  most  eiten- 


known  that  France  is  greatly  deficient  in  both,  and 
therefore  cannot  come  with  a  fleet  here. 

But,  supposing  France  was  able  to  make  an 
attack  on  this  country,  he  wished  to  know  what 
was  to  be  her  object  ?    Was  it  to  subjugate  our 


country  1    Suppose  they  had  it  in  their  powe 
■J  here  and  land  an  army  of  40,1)00,  c 


100,000  men,  could  it  come  into  the  bead  of  any 
man,  that  they  would  be  able  to  subjugate  this 
cDUotry  ?  Suppose  they  were  to  conquer  a  part 
possessing  different  manners,  and  speE^ing  a  dif- 
ferent language  from  the  people  here,  they  could 
□ot  expect  to  Mcome  incorporated  with  the  citi- 
zens ot  this  country,  and  must  finally  be  expelled. 
Indeed,  it  appeared  to  him  that  this  invasion  by 
the  Army  of^ England  was  one  of  the  most  extra- 
ordinary ideas  that  ever  entered  the  head  of  a  pol- , 


ilielan  or  statesman  ;  when  it  must  be  seen  that 
England,  is  the  object  of  this  armament,  as  the 
only  enemy  Prance  has  left ;  when  ii  must  be  evi- 
dent that  no  greater  object  can  be  contemplated 
by  that  country  than  either  destroying  their  rival, 
or  by  producing  a  revolution  in  the  British  Gov- 
ernment, to  secure  the  stability  of  their  own ;  lo 
tell  the  committee  that,  notwithstanding  every 
appearance  to  the  contrary,  these  preparatioiw 
were  probably  intended  a^mst  this  countrv,  was, 
to  use  the  language  sometimes  adopted  by  ine  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina,  to  presume  too  far 
on  the  credulity  of  tiiis  House. 

But.  is  there  any  reason  from  anything  which 
has  taken  place  between  this  country  and  France, 
to  believe  that  such  a  desizn  really  exists  in  th« 
French  Councils?  It  had  been  said  that  tbat 
Government  had  threatened  us  with  such  an  event. 
He  wished  to  know  in  what  manner,  and  how  the 
threat  had  been  madel  The  only  threat  which 
he  recollected  was  the  threat  made  by  one  of  those 
agents,  fX,  Y,  or  Z,  he  did  not  recollect  which,) 
who  saia  to  our  Commissioners :  "  If  you  do  not 
agree  to  such  and  such  propositions,  wa  will  do — 
what  1  Send  an  army  to  invade  youl  No.  Some 
frigates  shall  be  sent  from  the  West  Indies  to  rar- 

ryour  coasts."  With  what  design  was  this 
>at  made? 

Mr.  Harpeb  asked,  whether  or  not  the  fiite  of 
Venice  was  mentioned  1 

Mr.  O.  said,  if  the  gentleman  would  suffer  him 
to  proceed,  he  would  notice  what  was  said  respect- 
ing Venice  also.  The  design  of  these  agents  waa 
evidently  to  frighten  our  Commissioners  and  to 
extort  money  (rom  them.  But  do  they  threaten 
them  with  daneer  which  was  improbable  1  No ; 
they  knew  if  they  hod  done  so,  our  Commission- 
ers would  have  laughed  at  them.  They,  therefore, 
spoke  of  things  which  partook  of  probability. 

But  those  agents  reminded  our  Commissioners 
of  the  fate  of  Venice.  And  are  gentlemen  afraid 
of  this  country  experiencing  the  fate  of  Venice? 
Did  not  these  agents,  in  the  same  breath  that  the^ 
spoke  of  the  fate  of  Venice,  acknowledge  that  it 
was  impossible  to  subjugate  this  country  t  Mr. 
G.  quoted  that  part  of  the  despatches  where  these 
agents  assented  to  thetruthoftnat  position  as  stated 
by  our  Envoys. 

But  it  appeared  to  him  that  thegentleman  fran 
South  Carolina  had  himself,  this  £iy,  at  the  some 
time  that  he  declared  the  danger  existed,  conclud- 
ed Chat  the  danger  coald  not  exist  for  this  year. 
For,  if  he  apprehended  any  portion  of  the  Armjr 
of  England  would  come  against  this  country  this 
season,  he  certainly  would  wish  for  a  larger  num- 
ber of  men  than  10.000;  he  would  have  agreed 
with  his  colleague  (Mr.  Sitoreaves)  and  voted 
for  20,000.  But,  he  says  he  will  not  do  this,  as  he 
does  not  believe  any  danger  will  arise  before  the 
next  session  of  Congress,  which  will  require  a 
larger  number  of  men  than  10,000.  Believing 
with  tbe  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  that  no 
danger  was  to  be  expected  from  Europe,  Mr.  Q. 
lai^  he  wished  to  reduce  the  number  to  5,000. 

Mr.  Q.  s&id.  he  did  not  intend  to  have  said  any- 
thing upon  this  amendment ;  but  as  the  gentleman 
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from  South  GaroliDa  had  dwdt  much  upon  the 
danger  to  be  apprehended  from  an  iavasion  from 
the  Army  ofEaglind,  he  could  not  refrain  from 
making  a  few  remarks  upon  that  subject.  He 
could  Doi  imagine  how  such  an  idea  could  have 
ealeted  into  the  head  of  any  gentleman ;  but  lince 
some  had  brought  their  mia£  into  lucb  a  state  an 
to  apprehend  such  an  event,  he  did  not  expect  that 
aoytbing  wbicb  he  couid  say,  would  operate  upon 
them;  but  he  expected  they  inuat  vote  in  faTor  of 
laisingthe  whole20.000menatonce.  But,  i 
those  wbo  could  satiafv  ibemselTca  thai  the  only 
daogei  to  be  apprehended  was  from  the  West  In- 
dies, he  ihcught  it  must  be  evident  that  5,000  men 
would  be  sufficient  for  every  purpose  to  which 
they  could  be  usefully  employed.  And  it  would 
be  perfectly  clear  that  they  would  only  cosi  ' 
United  States  balf  the  money. 

There  were  also  some  gentlemen  in  the  House, 
Mr.  O.  said,  who,  though  ibey  did  not  expect  an 
attack  from  Prance  at  present,  expected  it  when- 
STcra  peace  shall  take  place  with  England;  he 
had  himself  no  such  appreheiuion,  as  he  believed 
that  system  of  plunder  which  was  occasioned  by 
mi  would  end  with  war,  and  at  no  particular 
Tcnaeauce  had  been  threatened  against  us,  alihooigh 
he  Old  not  deny  some  personal  resentment  existed 
between  the  Executive  of  that  country  and  that  of 
America;  but  this  being  confined  to  a  few  indi- 
viduals was  less  dangerous  in  its  nature,  and 
would  cease  whenever  the  men  were  out  of  power, 
fiut  to  those  gentlemen,  bowerer,  he  would  re- 
mark; that  the  less  money  we  expend  in  the  mean 
time,  the  better  we  shall  be  prepared  to  meet  the 
danger  when  it  comes. 

Mr.  Dennib  said,  he  was  one  of  those  who 
thought  that,  if  the  House  were  to  act  more  and 
talk  less,  it  would  be  more  honorable  to  themselves 
and  profitable  to  the  country.  Under  this  impres- 
sion, he  had  sat  with  patience  to  hear  gentlemen 
debate  the  present  subject,  without  intending  to 
take  any  part  in  the  discussion.  He  had  heard  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  day  after  day,  ad- 
minister powerful  opiates  to  the  committee;  but 
he  now  b^an  to  think  it  was  time  to  resist  them, 
and  he  rose  for  that  purpose. 

Were  be  as  confident  as  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylraoia  appears  to  be,  that  we  should  he 
fully  adequate  to  repel  every  foe  who  might  attack 
us,  without  raising  any  troops  for  our  defence  un- 
til we  shall  be  engaged  in  actual  war ;  if  he  could 
be  satisfied  to  have  some  of  the  States  ravaged 
and  plundered,  and  perhaps  many  parts  of  the 
United  States  deluged  with  blood,  before  we  could 
collect  a  force  to  repel  the  enemy,  be  might  ae- 

Juiesce  in  the  doctrine  of  thatgenueman.  But  he 
id  not  agree  with  him,  that,  because  we  cannot 
effectually  guard  every  part  of  oar  coast,  we 
ought  not  to  guard  any  part  of  it.  anj  more  than 
he  could  agree  with  him  In  a  similar  opinion 
with  respect  to  the  defence  of  our  commerce, 
that  if  we  could  not  protect  it  effectually,  we  ought 
to  protect  it  as  far  as  we  are  able. 

Mr.  D.  believed  this  country  was  in  much  great- 
er danger  of  invasion  than  the  gentleman  from 
Punsylvwiia  was  willing  to  allow.    He  would 


not  absolutely  say  we  should  be  invaded,  bat  he 
thought  such  BD  event  very  probable.  We  know, 
said  he,  that  there  is  a  large  body  of  troops  c<^- 
lecled  on  tbe  shores  of  France,  and  a  number  of 
shipa-of-i he-line,  and  oiher  vessels,  adequate  to  tha 
transportation  of  a  large  number  of  troops.  We 
are  told,  said  he,  that  these  men,  and  these  vessds, 
are  intended  for  the  invasion  of  England.  But  ni 
it  not  known  that  the  French  were  pursuing  two 
systems?  They  have  not  only  the  invasion,  and 
consequent  subjugation  of  England  in  view;  they 
have  another  system,  in  which  he  believed  ther 
placed  more  confidence  than  in  the  other,  whicn 
was,  to  cut  oS  the  resources  of  the  British  natioD, 
and  how  could  they  more  effectually  do  this  than 
by  getting  such  an  influence  in  this  country  as 
should  cut  off  her  trade  lo  it  1 

To  wound  Qreat  Britain  through  out  sides, 
Mr.  D.  said,  had  been  the  object  of  the  depredations 
which  France  had  for  a  long  time  committed 
upon  our  commerce.  The  resources  of  England 
were  got  chiefly  from  this  country  and  the  West 
Indies ;  and  though  tbe  force  which  the  French 
had  collected  on  their  shores  might  not  be  suffi- 
cient for  an  attack  upon  Englandj  it  might  be  suf- 
ficient for  an  invasion  ana  subjugation  of  this 
country,  and  by  that  means  Lffectually  cut  off  the 
resources  of  Great  Britain.  And  what  Mr.  D. 
asked,  was  to  prevent  this  measure  from  takin* 
place  i  All  agree  that  the  British  navy  might  a 
that  nation  were  disposed  to  do  so,  prevent  it.  But 
are  gentlemen  willing  to  depend  upon  the  British 
navy  for  protection ;  a  nation,  whom,  it  is  fre- 
quently said,  would  rejoice  in  our  destruction ;  « 
nation,  whose  animosities  against  us  are  very 
great;  and  who,  according  to  the  doctrine  of  some 
gentlemen,  consider  us  as  the  greatest  rivals.  H« 
believed  for  himself,  that  we  uught  not  to  repose 
any  confidence  in  Oreat  Britain,  or  any  other  na- 
tion. He  t)elieved  the  time  was  arrived  when  we 
ought  to  take  measures  for  our  own  security. 

If,  said  Mr.  D.,  there  be  any  disposition  on  the 
part  of  the  British  nation  to  conciliate  the  affec- 
tions of  this  nation,  with  a  view  of  drawing  u* 
into  an  alliance  witn  her,  he  asked  in  what  wa^ 
it  might  be  most  effectually  done  1  If  Great  Bri- 
tain calculated  on  our  friendship,  it  mnst  be  in  pro* 
ertion  to  our  enmity  with  Fiance,  and  she  will 
glad  to  do  anything,  or  suffer  anytbiog  to  be 
done,  which  shall  have  a  tendency  to  produce  that 
enmity.  And  how  could  this  be  more  effectually 
done  than  by  suffering  a  few  French  ships, 
with  thirty  or  forty  thousand  men,  to  come  out 
and  invade  this  country?  Such  ai)  event  could 
not  fail  to  excite  the  bitterest  animosity  against 
the  French  nation,  which  would  be  equivalent  to  a 
friendship  for  Britain. 

If  he  thought,  with  the  gentleman  from  Pena- 
lylvaoia,  that  an  invasion  from  Europe  was  k 
mere  btigbear,  or  phantom,  and  that  it  was  raised 
merely  with  a  view  of  getting  a  standing  anny, 
to  increase  the  power  of  the  Executive,  he  slumid 
nothavemadeuseof  many  of  tbaamiments  which 
th3t  gentleman  had  used.  He  had  not  been  spar- 
ing in  his  deacriptions  of  the  horrors  and  calamities 
of  war  i  lie  had  painted  them  in  the  tnust  striking 
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colon.  And  why  baa  he  dose  this'?  If  there  be  I 
no  danger  of  inraaioQ;  if  there  be  no  daogerofj 
oar  commercial  resources  beingderaiiged  ;  ifsmall  i 
predatory  incutsioos  can  only  be  expected  upoo  [ 
OUT  territory;  if  our  duties  on  imposts  and  tonaage 
will  increase,  no  direct  tar  can  he  necessary  to 
sopport  the  deficiencies  of  our  revenue,  and  all  the 
hideous  pictures  which  the  gentleman  has  drawn 
■bout  the  calamities  of  war,  must  rauish  into  air. 
It  was  because  he  apprehended  an  invasion,  and 
a  consequent  diminntiou  of  our  resources,  that  he 
(Mr.  D.)  had  supported  measures  of  defence  Bad 
of  revenue' to  meet  the  expense  of  those  measures. 
Was  it  in  order  to  present  liitle  predatory  incur- 
aions,  which  our  militia  would  be  able  to  repel, 
that  we  have  so  long  forborne  to  protect  our  com- 
mercial rights  1  Was  it  for  this  that  we  were  told, 
we  had  better  submit  to  partial  losses;  that  we 
had  better  give  up  'the  whole  of  our  commerce, 
than  provoke  a  war  ?  Was  this  the  sort  of  war  of 
which  the  genttemao  was  so  much  afraid  1  Was 
(his  the  danger,  to  avoid  which,  it  was  proposed  to 
give  up  the  whole  of  our  carrying  trade  to  a  na- 
tion against  which  geotlemeu  have  so  great  an  en- 
mity f  Certainly  not. 

But  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  tells  the 
committee,  that,  though  he  is  against  raisiug  an 
army  at  present,  if  ibe  territory  should  be  invaded, 
he  would  then  not  be  for  raising  a  partial  army,  but 
an  army  adequate  to  our  defence.  The  gentle- 
man may  beUeve  this  at  present ;  he  would  not 
■ay  that  he  had  not  confidence  in  the  declaration ; 
but  his  experieuce  of  that  gentleman's  mode 
of  creeping  out  of  aoy  promises  which  he  had 
made,  induced  him  to  believe,  that  if  a  foreign 
army  was  in  the  heart  of  the  country,  he  would 
■till  find  some  arguments  against  raising  a  slaud- 
iDg  army. 

Gentlemen  continually  insist  upon  it,  that,  unor- 
ganized and  undisciplined  as  they  are,  our  militia 
are  able  to  defend  us  againut  the  most  powerful 
army  that  can  be  brought  against  us.  So  great  is 
their  objection  to  a  staodiog  army,  and  (heir  ap- 
prehension of  Executive  patronage,  [hat  they  are 
afraid  of  even  raising  ten  thousand  men,  test  they 
should  destroy  the  lioerlies  of  the  people,  in  spite 
of  all  the  militia  in  the  country. 

Mr.  D.  concluded  by  sayiag,  that  there  was  great 
danger  in  conceiving  ourselves  too  secure.  He 
believed  we  had  resources  which,  if  called  forth, 
would  enable  us  to  defend  ourselves  against  the 
world;  but  if  we  declined  touse  them,  and  rely 
for  defence  upoo  a  disorgaoized  militia,  this  se- 
curity might  be  fatal  to  us.  Indeed  all  the  argu- 
ments of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  went 
to  show  rather  an  extreme  jealousy  of  our  ovrn 
Qovemment  than  any  apprehension  from  a  foreign 
foe.  He  hoped,  therefore,  the  motion  would  be  ne- 
gatived. 

Mr.  Brooks  hoped  the  motion  would  not  pre- 
vail, for,  as  the  genElemau  from  Pennsylvania  has 
declared  that  he  is  aeainst  the  bill  altogether  it 
might  be  expected  that  he  would  do  all  in  uis 
Dower  lo  make  it  ineffectual.  The  gentleman 
Irom  Pennsylvania  has  said,  that  there  is  not  the 
least  danger  of  war,  and  therefore  it  i*  not  necet- 
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sstiy  to  raise  ten  thousand  men.  He  was  a  little 
surprised,  after  that  gentleman  had  declared,  day 
after  day,  that  if  such  aod  such  measures  were 
taken  they  would  involve  the  country  in  war, 
and  those  measures  had  been  agreed  upon,  that  he 
should  DOW  say  there  is  no  danger  of  war.  He 
says,  that  France  can  have  no  idea  of  subjugating 
a  country  so  capable  ofdefenceaswe  are;  but  the 
gentleman  seemed  to  have  forgotten  what  had  been 
said  about  the  division  of  opinion  in  this  country, 
upon  which  he  supposed  the  French  principally 
relied.  He  hoped  France  was  mistaken  in  her  ex- 
pectations 00  this  subject ;  yet,  if  she  only  sent 
ten  thousand  men  against  us,  he  should  wish  the 
country  to  be  in  a  situation  to  receive  them.  If 
France  was  persuaded,  that  the  moment  her  stand- 
ard  was  erected  on  our  shores,  one  half  the  people 
would  flock  to  it,  she  might  be  induced  to  send  out 
an  army  against  us;  and  if  so,  he  wished  to  have 
ten  thousand  men,  in  aid  of  our  militia,  to  meet 
them.  He  supposed  the  most  effectual  way  of  pre- 
venting any  attack  was  to  show  ourselves  ready 
to  resist  it  whenever  it  comes. 

The  ^ntleman  from  Pennsylvania  was  most 
fruitful  in  resources.  When  he  is  defeated  in  one 
point, be  takes upanolher.andmeetsyouon every  ^ 
side.  But  amongst  all  toe  extraordinary  things 
he  said,  was,  that  because  the  French  had  different 
habits,  and  spoke  a  different  language  from  the 
people  of  this  country,  they  were  not  likely  to  ob> 
tain  any  perraaneot  interest  here.  He  did  not 
think  there  was  any  weight  in  this  remark ;  he  did 
not  think  the  French  manners  and  the  French 
language  were  so  very  obnoxious  to  the  people  of 
this  country  as  they  were  represented;  he  believed 
the  difference  between  the  gentleman  himself  and 
those  manners  and  that  language,  would  not  be 
found  very  great. 

Mr.  B.  said,  he  would  not  detain  the  committee 
longer,  because  he  was  confident  the  motion  would 
not  be  agreed  lo.  He  had  himself  been  always  in 
favor  ofraisiog  twenty  thousand  men,  but  upon 
(he  select  committee  he  was  induced  to  agree  10 
ten  (housand.from  the  consideration  that  the  Presi- 
dent would  nave  the  power  of  calling  out  and 
organizing  twenty  thousand  militia. 

Mr.  Macon  said,  if  gentlemen  were  determined 
to  have  war  at  any  rate,  they  had  better  bring 
forward  at  once  a  proposition  to  that  effect ;  but 
whilst  we  are  in  pnssesNioo  of  peace,  and  there  is 
no  propositioD  to  break  it,  he  wished  to  act  as  in  a 
state  01  peace.  Gentlemen  had  spoken  of  the  true 
touchstone,  and  of  parties  ;  the  true  distinction  of 
party  in  that  House.seemed  to  be,  that  certain  zen- 
tlemen  are  determined  to  take  every  means  which 
leads  to  expense  and  patronage,  and  others  are  as 
determined  in  opposing  that  expense  and  that  pa- 
tronage. He  believed  this  was  in  Congress  the 
true  criterion  of  parly.  Therefore,  when  augment-  ' 
ations  of  our  military  force  were  contemplated,  it 
was  shown  to  the  House  where  they  were  to  he 
employed,  and  the  propriety  of  the  increase  was 
tested  by  the  neceasitv  which  was  shown  for  thetnj 
but  noiv,  because  ttie  French  Government,  or 
somebody  for  them,  has  said  some  foolish  thinga, 
an  army  is  to  be  raised,  without  saying  how,  w 
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where  it  is  to  beemployed.  Ii  there,  said  Mr.  M., 

a  maa  in  the  country,  who  is  not  blinded  by  parly 
spirit,  who  can  believe  thai  ibe  French  Govern- 
meot  knew  any  thing  of  the  unauthorized  conver- 
aatioQS  held  with  ooj-  CommissioDers  in  Paris  ?  Is 
there  an  American  wbo  believes  that  one  half  the 
people  of  this  country  are  devoted  to  France  1  Ii 
could  not  be  believed. 

ir  the  people  of  Charlesioa,  or  any  other  place, 
think  tbemselreG  in  danger,  he  was  willing  to  let 
diem  have  as  many  troops  as  they  asked  for;  but, 
«s  bad  been  slated,  5,000  were  a  greater  number 
tban  had  been  shown  to  be  necessary.  He  was 
opposed  to  the  bill  altogether,  as  he  saw  no  aeces- 
(ity  for  it.  He  believed  if  any  nation  choae  to 
tnake  an  attempt  to  land  men  in  this  country,  the 
militia  would  be  able  to  kill  then  as  fast  as  ihey 
could  he  brought.  He  hoped  never  a^in  to  see 
what  he  saw  ia  the  late  war — American  armed 
against  American.  If  ever  we  were  again  called 
to  arms,  he  (rusted  there  would  be  but  one  senti- 
ment in  America,  as  to  the  propriety  or  justice  of 
the  cause  in  wbicn  we  fight. 

Qeatlemea  talked  loudly  about  the  independ. 
laDce  of  the  country,  as  if  they  were  the  sole  guar- 
dians  of  it.  Could  it  be  supposed  that  men  who 
had  fought  to  gain  that  independence  would  now 
be  more  willing  tban  ihey  who  had  taken  no  part 
in  the  coatesL  to  relinquish  tbe  prize  to  any  nation? 
It  could  not  t)e  supposed.  Nor  could  he  believe 
with  the  gentlemen  from  New  Jersey  (Mr.  Day- 
ton) that  the  Army  of  England  could  be  intended 
for  this  country.  He  understood  that  army  was 
proposed  to  be  sent  over  to  England  in  open  ooats, 
which  gentlemen  would  not  contend  could  bring 
them  hither.  He  believed  that  it  whs  not  prapei 
on  this,  or  on  any  occasion,  where  danger  was  ap- 
prehended, to  show  a  distrust  of  our  countrymen, 
from  any  difference  of  political  opinion  which 
may  exist  amongst  them;  for,  whatever  may  be 
their  variance  in  that  respect,  whenever  an  ene- 
my appears,  they  will  unite  in  repelling  him.  As 
to  what  had  been  said  about  the  subiUKalioa  of 
this  country,  it  was  idle.  He  did  not  oeheTe  that 
all  the  Powers  of  Europe  united  could  subjiwite 
the  United  States.  He  should  be  in  favor  of  five 
thousand  men,  because  they  would  only  cost  half 
the  expense  often  thousand. 

Thequestion  for  striking  out  twenty  thousand 
insert  five  thousand,  was  put  and  negatived — 
to  41. 

The  question  now  returned  upon  striking  o 
twenty  thousand  to  insert  ten  th'>usand. 

Mr.  N.  Smith  hoped  this  amendment  would 
not  be  agreed  to.  It  was  contemplated,  when  this 
reduction  was  proposed,  that  the  power  should  be 
given  to  the  President  for  three  years  ;  but  It  was 
now  restricted  to  the  leceas  of  Congress.  He  did 
not  himseJf  think  that  at  present  there  was 
danger  of  an  invasion,  nor  did  he  believe  that 
minent  danger  of  an  invasion  would  exist,  whilst 
'  the  war  continued  between  Franceand  England ; 
but,  whenever  a  peace,  shall  take  place  twtween 
those  two  Powers,  ibe  question  ought  then  i 
taken  whether  this  country  ougbt  not  immediately 
to  go  into  preparations  for  warj  and  if  Congress 


J  not  in  session  at  the  time,  the  Preeideot 
ought  to  liare  the  power  of  determining  thisquea- 
tion.  It  will  depend  on  several  circumstances ; 
on  Kbat  kind  of  peace  was  made;  upon  what 
ground  parties  stood  when  peace  was  made ;  on 
the  situation  of  France  at  the  time ;  on  what  kind 
of  men  are  in  power ;  on  the  situation  of  this 
country  ;  on  what  is  the  state  of  parties  here  at 
the  time ;  what  is  the  number  of  those  who  are 
opposed  to  the  Qovernment;  bow  many  there  are 
of  those  who  wish  to  lull  the  rest  to  sleep;  and 
what  is  the  amount  of  spies  in  the  country.  All 
these  will  be  important  considerations  to  be  decid- 
ed at  the  time,  and  if  it  shall  then  appear  that  im- 
minent danger  does  exist,  will  twenty  thousand 
men  be  to  large  a  number  to  raise  1    He  beliered 

Another  coiuideraiion  of  great  importance  was, 
the  language  which  the  House  would  hold  m 
Europe  in  adopting  (his  amendment.  It  is  said, 
that  in  case  of  invasion,  war,  of  imminent  danger, 
twenty  thousand  men  will  be  too  many  to  be 
raised  ;  we  will  only  raise  ten  thousand.  He  did 
not  think  such  language  the  most  proper  on  sach 


If  the  French  invade  this  country,  it  must  he 
with  a  view  to  subjugate  it ;  and  if  so,  it  must  be 
done  through  the  medium  of  a  revolution ;  and 
if  the  state  of  parties  at  the  time  authorizes  an 
expectatinn  of  success,  we  may  expect  them  here. 
And  though  he  believed,  with  other  gentlemen  on 
this  floor,  that  there  is  no  danger  of  an  invasion  at 

firesent,  it  was  because  he  believed  the  'opinions 
requenlty  expressed  in  this  House  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania  and  others,  were  not  very 
prevalent  out  of  doors.  If  they  were,  he  should 
count  upon  nothing  less  than  revolution  and 
subjection.  To  provide  for  the  raising  of  less 
than  twenty  thousand  men,  would,  in  his  opinion, 
rather  invite  aitsck,  tban  serve  to  repel  it ;  and  as 
the  men  would  not  be  raised,  except  they  were 
wanted,  there  could  be  no  reasooable  hesitation 
about  the  n^atter. 

The  question  for  sttikingoul  twenty  thousand, 
and  inserting  ten  thousand,  was  put  and  carried, 
54  votes  being  in  favor  of  it. 

The  question  next  came  up  on  agreeing  to  the 
section  proposed  by  the  select  committee,  for  au- 
thorizing the  President,  from  time  to  time,  as  he 
shall  deem  it  necessary,  to  call  forth  in  rotation 
such  portion,  not  exceeding  at  any  one  tiaie  the 
number  of  twenty  thousand  men  of  the  detach- 
ments of  the  United  States,  authorized  by  the  act 
of  the  24th  of  Jane  last,  as  may  be  cooveuiently 
mustered  together,  and  cause  them  to  be  trained 
aud  disciplined  by  tbeir  proper  officers,  either  in 
their  respective  States,  or  in  one  corps,  lobe  drawn 
from  twn  or  more  adjoining  Stales,  for  a  term  not 

exceeding ;  for  which  time  the  officers  and 

men  shall  be  considered  as  in  actual  service  and 
be  paid  and  governed  accordingly. 

After  some  discussion,  in  which  Constitutional 
objections  wereui^ed  against  this  proTtsion,  the 
committee  rose  without  taking  a  question  upon  it, 
and  the  House  adjourned  till  Monday. 
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Udni>ay,  May  14. 

Mr.  J.  Williams,  from  the  committee  appointed 
for  the  purpose,  reported  b  bill  lo  amend  and  re- 
peal in  pan  the  act  more  effectnatly  to  provide  for 
the  natioDal  defence,  and  establishiag  a  uniform 
militia  throughout  the  United  States;  which  was 
twice  read  and  committed. 

The  SpEAKEiilaid,  before  theHouse  the  accounts 
oT the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  of  the  re- 
ceipts and  expenditures  for  the  quarter  ending  the 
SlstofMarch  last,  which  wasordeed  to  be  printed. 

LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE  TO  MK.  FINDLBY. 

Hr.  FtMDLEv  said,  the  situatioa  of  bis  familr 
laid  him  under  the  nece«aily  of  asking  leave  of 
absence  for  the  remainder  of  the  session.  He  said, 
he  should  hare  aiked  this  leave  some  lime  ago,  if  it 
liad  not  been  for  the  notice  which  the  gentleman 
ftom  South  Carolina  (Mr.  HiapEB)gave  some 
weekaainc^  that  he  meant  to  accuse  bun  at  the  bar 
of  the  House,  on  account  of  a  letter  of  his  which 
lie(Hr.  H.)  referred  to.  He  did  not  bo ow  precisely 
the  letter  spoken  of.  He  had  seen  a  letter  in  one 
of  the  papers  of  the  city  with  bis  name  to  it,  which 
hewu  neither  prepared  to  acknowledge  nor  deny. 
But,  in  order  to  give  the  gentleman  time  to  bring 
this  matter  forward  if  he  shall  think  proper,  he 
would  ask  leare  after  Friday  next.  As  to  the 
manner  in  which  that  gentleman  had  introduced 
this  buunesa,  he  shouliTsay  nothing.  He  was  not 
afraid  of  suffering  in  public  estimation  from  any- 
thii^  wliich  that  geatlenua  might  say  of  him. 

llr.  H&RPGB  had  Uo  objection  to  the  gentleman's 
haTias  leave  after  the  day  he  had  meoiioned,  or 
any  otner.  Aa  to  the  charge,  he  bad  mentioned 
as  nis  inlenliou  to  bring  forward  against  that  gen- 
tleman, it  required  some  time  lo  ctulect  the  necea- 
nry  evidauce  to  support  it ;  and  he  also  stated, 
when  he  introduced  the  tubjectj  that  it  wasuothis 
intention  to  interrupt  the  public  business  with  it. 
He  had  receired  the  necessary  testimony,  and  as 
soon  as  the  House  had  passed  on  all  the  public 
measures  before  it,  if  the  gentleman  was  then  in 
Us  seat,  he  should  bring  the  matter  forward.  If 
not,  he  should,  of  course,  take  no  farther  notice 
ofit. 

Mr.  PiifPLET  did  not  know  whether  motions  of 
this  kind  ware  in  order;  if  they  were,  the  House 
mi^ht  expect  them  frequently  to  be  made.  If  the 
•abject  was  broiigbt  before  the  House,  they  would 
judge  whether  it  was  proper  for  their  delibera- 
tion, or  not,  and  what  kind  of  testimony  would  be 
anfficient  to  substantiate  the  charge.  He  had  never 
aaked  leave  of  absence  from  his  duty  since  he 
oame  into  the  public  service  before  last  Summer, 
when  the  situation  of  his  family  made  it  necessa- 
ry ;  he  was  aotiy  that  the  same  cause  called  him 
home  at  present. 

Leave  was  granted. 

PROVISIONAL  AHMr. 
■  The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  authorizing 
th«  Presideat  of  the  United  States  to  raise  a  pro- 
visiooal  army ;  when,  the  question  being  put  on 
tha  wctioa  providing  for  the  calliAg  out  S0,000 


militia,  at  a  time  to  be  trained  and  diicipliaed,  it 

as  negatived,  there  being  onlv  11  votes  for  it. 

This  section  was  objected  to  on  the  ground  that 
the  Constitution  has  placed  the  training  and  dur 
cipiining  of  the  militia  in  the  several  Slates,  and 
tbat  Oongreiis  had  power  only  "  to  provide  for 
calling  forth  the  militia  to  execute  the  laws  of  the 
Union,  suppress  insurrections,  and  repeUnvasion; 
reserving  to  the  Stales  respectively  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  officers,  and  the  authonty  of  trainins 
the  militia  according  lo  the  discipline  iX'tsciibea 
bjf  CoogTess." 

*"'     "       next  sections  recomnunded  by  the  se- 
ttee were  agreed  lo  as  follows,  with 
very  few  observations  upon  them: 

That  it  disU  be  kwM  for  Aa  IVMdmt  of  tha  Uai- 
ted  Stal«a,  at  his  discretion,  iqnn  the  teqUMt  of  anv 
milituf  corps  8it*taliBb«d  bj  law  in  any  State,  diipoied 
to  iniiinn  ttunueUM  in  the  un  of  artilleiy,  or  it  tha 
EiectUiveofuiy  Stat«,m  behalfof  niahcaipB,lo  luAr 
to  be  loanad  to  then  muA  piece*,  not  exceedina  two 
la  ai^  on*  onp*,  of  tha  field  artilleir  of  the  CaiMd 
~'  '  taaTb*niMtoonv*BiBntlj*puiBd;Wbetakeit> 

and  ntaHMd,  at  the  rapaom  of  tha  pai^  n> 
are  to  b*  apoonBlaUa  tM  Ih*  •■me,  and 
n**  ivcaipu  aocardin^." 
That  the  Pneaidant  of  the  United  Stata*  •ball  be, 
and  ha  ia  ber^,  aotbomsd,  when  under  his  otdcn  any 
portioa  of  thi  inilitiai  or  any  volDnlear  eorpa,  iktU  be 
called  brik  and  engaged  m  the  actoal  service  of  lb* 
United  Stales,  lo  aider  to  be  loaned,  at  the  mqneat  af 
the  EiecutiTe  of  the  Slate  from  which  lucb  militia  shall 
be  called  forth,  or  of  inch  volunteer  corps  appearing  to 
lie  unavoidably  deficient,  a  supply  of  field  artillery, 
arms,  and  accoutrementa,  (mm.  the  arsenals  of  the  Uni< 
tedStates,  as  the  casemay  require  ;  proper  receipts  and 
■acurity  being  given,  to  be  accountable  to  return  the 
same,  the  accident*  of  the  service  excepted." 

The  next  section,  recommended  to  be  adopted, 

as  the  following: 

"That  the  Freaident  irf  the  United  State*  ahall  be, 
and  he  is  hereby,  aathoriied,  to  cause  to  ba  purdiased 
and  procured  a  quButtty  of  c^w,  swords  or  sabrea,  and 
pistols  with  hoUtsrs,  not  exceeding  what  m«y  be  aoffl- 
cient  for  four  thousand  cavalry,  and  to  be  deposited  in 
the  parts  ol  the  United  Btatei  where  he  shall  deem  it 
it  convenient,  for  the  lupply  of  any  mtpa  of  cavalry 
cb  shall  be  called  into  actual  service  of  the  Dniled 
Sutes,  and  which  the  Preaident  of  the  United  8lat«* 
niay  loan  upon  the  terms  and  the  like  teeeipta,  to  b*  ac- 
countable, aa  bereinbeibra  provided.  And  for  thia  pof- 
pose,  and  toward*  defraying  the  eipence*  whkh  m^ 
be  neceasaiily  incurred  bef«e  the  next  aeaioa  ef  Co*- 
greas.  in  executing  the  other  purpose*  of  thi*  act,a*nia 

not  exceeding dellara  shall  be,  and  is  heraby,  ^>- 

propriated,  and  shall  and  ma;  be  paid  at  the  Tietttaj, 
under  the  orders  of  the  Preaident  of  the  United  Suua, 
out  of  ^y  money  not  already  appropriated." 

Mr.  Sewall  moved  to  fill  the  blank  in  this  sec- 
tion with  3(200,000.  He  supposed  (50,000  or 
t60,000  would  be  sufficient  for  purchasing  the  ac- 
cootrements  mentioned  ;  the  remainiiig  §140,000 
or  $150,000  would  be  ready  in  the  Treasury  in 
case  of  em^gency,  for  the  other  purposes  of  the 
act.  This  mode  of  proceeding  was  objected  to. 
It  was  thought  by  some  that  it  would  be  lieat  ' 
aK>nqiriate  oalf  &>t  the  purabase  of  the  aitici 
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■pecified,  and  provide  for  the  whole  eipeare  of 
carrying  the  act  inlo  effect  in  one  sum,  either  in 
this  law  or  some  olher ;  but  it  was  finally  carried 
at  it  iiands,  and  the  blank  was  filled  with  200,000 
dollars. 

The  iBEt  additional  section  proposed  for  exempt- 
ing private  soldiers  from  arrest  for  debt  or  eon- 
traol.  during  their  term  of  service,  was  then 
agreed  to. 

The  original  bill  ittelf  wai  now  returned  to,  and 
the  first  and  second  sections  haviog  been  agreed 
to,  the  third,  which  was  in  the  roffowiug  words, 
caine  under  view : 

"  That,  in  additioii  to  the  albrvaaid  Dnmber  of  trooDit 
the  President  i>  hereby  empowered,  if  in  hii  opinion  the 
public  intneetshell  reqnin,  to  accepl  of  any  company 
orcompaniaiof  lOlantMn,  either  of  aitiUei7,  eanby, 
OTinfintiy,  who  may  atwciate  and  oBer  tbemaeivee  far 
the  aenke,  who  AtH  ha  aimed,  clothed,  and  eqninmd, 
altheii  own  azpente,  and  whoM  connsianoned  ^cera 
the  Preaident  is  heraby  antboriied  to  aj^xunt ;  who 
ahall  be  liable  to  be  called  upon  to  do  mihtaiy  dnty  at 
taj  time  the  Preaident  ihall  jndfe  proper ;  and.  when 
called  into  actual  eernce,  and  while  remuaing  in  the 
same,  ahall  be  under  the  aanje  rules  and  regnlatiaiu, 
and  ahall  be  entitled  to  the  same  pay,  ration*,  ibrige, 
and  enolumenta  of  ever;  kind,  aioepting  bounty  and 
dolhing,  ai  the  other  Iroopa  (o  be  laiaed  by  thu  act: 
PrMuhd,  Such  Tolontean  shall  not  be  liable  to  do  dn^ 
in  an;  pbce,  but  in  the  State*  to  which  th^  re*pect- 
trely  belong,  or  in  an  adjacent  State." 

Mr.  Harbison  moved  to  strike  out  the  wordsi 
"and  whose  commissioned  officers  the  President 
i*  hereby  authorized  to  appoint."  As  he  supposed 
these  volunteers  wuuld  Be  considered  in  the  light 
of  militia,  as  they  would  be  included  in  the  census 
of  cilizeoship;  and  if  so,  it  would  be  UDConalJtU' 
tional  for  the  President  lo  appoint  the  officers,  as 
their  appointment  was  exclusively  vested  in  the 
individual  States.  A  further  reasoD  induced  him 
to  this  amendmeDt.  The  Presideai,  it  is  well 
known,  is  Commandrr-iD'Chief  of  the  militia 
when  they  are  called  out;  but  he  would  not  be 
commander  of  these  corps,  except  called  into  the 
field. 

Mr.  ViSHDM  moved  to  strike  out  the  whole  [ 
section.  It  appeared  to  him  that  permitting  vol-  ' 
unteers  to  arrange  Ihemsefves  in  separate  compa- 
nies would  have  a  bad  effect  upon  the  mllltja  ;  for 
as  they  wuuld  chiefiy  be  the  most  sprightly  young 
men  who  entaed  into  the  volunteer  corps,  there 
will  be  less  spirit  left  in  the  remainder  of  the  mili- 
tia to  perfect  themselves  in  military  discipline. ' 
He  knew  chat  the  introduction  of  volunteer  corps  , 
'  into  the  militia  of  Massachuietls  was  thought  to  l 
have  produced  a.  bad  effect.  Many  a(  them  have 
been  discharged,  and  he  believed  they  went  inlo  | 
the  corps  lo  which  they  belonged  as  regular  mili-  j 
tiameo.  Beside*,  he  thought  there  wasaprivi-i 
lege  granted  to  these  men  which  ought  not  lo  be  I 
granted  to  any  citizen  of  the  United  States.  They  i 
are  not  liable  to  do  duty  in  any  place  but  in  the  ! 
State  to  which  they  belong,  or  an  adjacent  Slate;  | 
Hi^  the  President  was  authorized  to  accept  of  j 
theae  volunteercorpstoany  amount.  Whatwouldl 
ba  the  conaequence  7    The  greatest  part  of  the  | 


militia  would  join  these  corps,  and  by  that  meana 
be  excused  from  duty,  except  iu  their  own  or  an 
adjoining  Slate.     This  could  not  be  proper.    He 


thought  it  diiecily  in  the  face  of  the  ConstitutHMi 
of  the  United  States.  [Mr.  V.  read  the  Constitu- 
tional proriBion  in  respect  to  the  militia.]  Mr.  V. 
supposed  these  volunteers  could  not  hecalled  any- 
thing  else  but  militia.  They  could  not  be  looked 
upon  as  a  part  of  the  army ;  no  standing  force 
would  erer  nave  the  privileges  granted  to  these 
volimteers.  Mr.  V.  hoped  the  time  was  not  come 
when  it  would  be  thought  necessary  to  violate 
the  Constitution  in  order  to  raise  up  a  defrace  for 
the  country. 

Hr.  Sdhteb  seconded  the  motion  for  striking 
out  the  whole  section.  He  took  it  for  granted 
that  when  gentlemen  compared  this  provition 
with  the  Constitution,  it*  imMopriety  would  ap- 
pear. Nothing  was  more  clear  than  that  the 
appointment  of  die  officers  (if  the  militia  is  vested 
in  the  Slate,  and  he  was  surprised  that  an  attempt 
like  the  present  should  be  made  to  violate  so  clear 
a  provision  of  the  Constitution.  Without  enter- 
tog  at  lai^  into  the  subject,  he  trusted  that  it 
would  at  once  appear  so  flagrant  a  breach  of  the 
rights  of  the  individual  States,  as  not  to  be  cooH' 
tenanced  by  any  member  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  DiHA  observed,  tfaat  the  gentleman  who 
had  just  sat  down  had  supposed  that  this  section 
was  so  violent  a  breach  of  the  Oonstitution,  that 
no  one  would  be  found  to  support  it  He  should, 
however,  be  in  favor  of  it,  because  he  did  not 
believe  it  violated  any  rale  of  the  Constitution; 
and  the  reason  why  he  did  not  think  so  was,  that 
he  could  not  consider  these  volunteer  corps  a*  a 
part  of  the  militia.  If  there  be  any  characteristic 
marks  by  which  to  distloguish  a  militia  from 
regulars,  it  is  that  the  former  are  con^lled  to 
serve,  and  the  latter  enter  voluntarily  into  the 
service.  This  bill  provides  that  the  President,  if 
the  public  interest  shall  require  it,  shall  accept  of 
any  company  of  volunteers  who  may  offer  them- 
selves, armed,  clothed  and  equipped,  at  their  own 
expense,  and  therefore  they  could  not  be  eonsi- 

These  volunteer  corjfe.  until  called  into  the 
field,  will  receive  no  nay,  out  they  will  learn  the 
military  eiercise  and  discipline,  and  surely  gentle- 
men will  not  consider  the  Constitution  violated 
because  these  person*  cboove  to  perform  this  pre- 
vious service  without  pay.  These  corps  would 
clearly  be  enlisted  into  the  public  service  when- 
ever  they  made  an  offer  of  themselves,  and  that 
offer  was  accepted ;  but  because  they  clothe  and 
equip  themselves,  and  receive  no  pay  ezaept  when 
called  into  service,  certain  privileges  are  proposed 
to  be  allowed  to  tnem  which  are  not  allowed  to 
other  soldiers.  This  he  thought  fair,  as  these 
volunteer  corps  would  furnish  an  army  in  readi- 
ness for  any  emergency,  and  without  expense 
until  the  emergency  arrives. 

But  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  sup- 
poses that  the  admission  of  these  corps  will  ope- 
rate an  injury  to  the  militia,  hy  takmg  from  it 
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ikOK  yoUDg  men  who.  are  best  qualified  to  make 
good  soldiers.  This  objection^  Mr.  D.  said,  was 
contrary  to  experience  both  jn  the  -miliiia  and 
araif ,  where  rolunteer  corps  have  been  admitted. 
Instead  of  iojaritig  the  militia,  he  believed  it 
would  be  the  means  of  traasfuaing  a  military 
ardor  imo  them  from  aeeing  it  exist  in  these 
corps,  as  ihey  would'  be  unwiUing  to  be  outdone 
in  sKitl  and  disciplitie  by  the  Tolunteer  corpa.  It 
would  Dot  injure  a  good  militia,  and  it  might  im. 
prove  a  bad  one. 

If  there  be  militia  Totuoteer  corps,  well  disci- 
plined aod  commanded,  who  choose  to  make  an 
offer  of  their  service  to  the  Presideot,  they  will 
be  accepted,  and  when  called  into  the  field,  they 
would  be  considered  as  in  the  service  of  the  Uni- 
led  States.  But  if  there  be  other  companies  of 
militia  who  would  wish  to  make  an  offer  of  tbeir 
aervice,  hut  who  have  no  confidence  in  their  ofik- 
c«rs,  it  would  be  proper  that  the  President  should 
give  them  other  and  belter  officers. 

Mr.  McDowBi-L  said,  that  the  gentleman  last 
np  had  observed,  that  lo  admit  these  men  in  the 
way  proposed,  would  not  be  •  violation  of  the 
CcHisti  lotion,  because  they  are  volunteer  corps. 
What  was  meant  he  did  not  clearly  noderitand. 
He  thought  it  was  a  violation  of  the  express 
woidSj  and  more  particularly  of  the  spirit  of  thi; 
Constitution.  It  was  declared  expressly  in  the 
Constitution,  that  the  officers  of  the  milida  should 
be  appointed  by  rbe  several  States,  aod  these  men 
could  not  be  considered  any  other  than  militia, 
until  they  were  enlisted  into  the  service  of  the 
United  States. 

Mr.  McD.  W33  certain,  that  drawing  the  active 
TDUng  men  from  the  militia  into  these  corps  wotild 
nave  the  bad  effect  which  had  been  mentioned ; 
besides,  that  it  would  break  in  upon  brigades  and 
divisions  in  a  manner  which  would  create  great 
inconvenience,  and  destroy  the  good  order  of  the 
militia. 

Ur.  Harpir  did  not  think  it  necessary  to  go 
into  any  lengthy  arguments  to  refute  the  Consti- 
tutional objection  which  had  been  made.  This 
lested  upon  a  matter  of  fact,  viz:  whether  these 
voluntary  corps  were  to  be  considered  as  militia 
or  regular  troops.  If  they  are  militia,  it  is  cer- 
tain the  President  cannot  appoint  the  officers ;  if 
(hey  are  regulars,  he  certainly  can. 

Mr.  McDowell  asked  where  the  gentleman 
would  show  the  enlistment  1 

The  distinct  property  of  militia,  is  this,  said 
Mr.  Harper.  They  are  obliged  to  perform  mili- 
tary duty,  while  the  service  to  be  performed  by 
these  volunteers  was  an  act  of  their  own.  These 
volunteers,  then,  ace  to  be  considered  as  regular 
troops.  But  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina 
asked  where  he  found  the  enlistment.  It  was  true 
h«  did  not  find  the  word,  but  he  found  the  thia^. 
They  offered  their  service  to  the  President  in 
numbers,  and  it  made  no  difference  in  fact  whether 
.the  offer  of  service  was  thus  made,  or  individually. 
What  is  an  enlistmentl  It  is  an  engagement  to 
perform  military  service  for  a  limited  lime.  This 
these  volunteers  would  engage,  and  their  making 
Ihe  etigsgf  meat  in  a  body  would  not  be  less  efiect- 


aal  than  if  they  were  to  doit  individually.  When 
soldiers  are  enlisted  in  the  usual  way,  they  receive 


ihese,  but  only  pay  when  in  actual  service,  and 
therefore  it  is  provided  tbey  shall  not  be  called 
out  of  their  own  State,  except  to  an  adjoining 
State ;  that  tbey  shall  choose  their  own  officers, 
and  that  those  officers  shall  be  appointed  by  the 
President.  And  would  any  gentleman  say  that 
the  United  Stales  have  not  a  ngbt  to  make  a  con- 
tract with  men  in  this  way?  lie  believed  they 
could  not  seriously  say  to.  Will  these  volunteers 
be  less  soldiers  on  accouot  of  the  different  terms 
upon  which  ^ey  are  engaged  t  Are  they  not  to 
be  subject  to  the  same  regulations  and  military 
command,  and  in  all  respects  to  be  treated  and 
looked  upon  as  soldiers  ?  Except  that  their  cffieen 
will  be  appointed  by  themaelves,  and  they  are  not 
to  be  marched  beyond  an  adjoming  State,  they 
will  be  as  much  regular  soldiers  as  the  armies  m 
France  or  Austria. 

But  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Harbi- 
son) said  Uiey  could  not  be  considered  as  a  part 
of  the  Army,  because  they  would  remain  citizcos, 
and  he  included  in  the  census.  He  was  himself 
mistaken  if  regular  troops  were  excluded  from 
the  census.  He  believed  the  soldier  was  aa  muctt 
a  citizen  as  thai  gentleman  or  himself.  Suppose 
the  proposed  army  of  10,000  men  were  to  be 
raised^  would  they  not  be  entitled  to  all  the  rights 
of  citizenship  to  which  they  would  have  been 
entitled  bad  they  not  become  soldiers  1  They  cer- 
tainly would. 

As  to  the  expediency  of  the  measure,  he  should 
not  go  into  many  observations  upon  that  subject. 
It  was  said  that  the  raising  of  these  corps  would 
derange  the  militia ;  but  gentlemen  will  recollect 
that  this  isonly  a  temporary  enlistment,  and  when 
the  period  of  service  is  elapsed,  these  persons  will 
go  back  into  their  ranks  in  the  militia.  The  mili' 
tia  would  be  no  more  deraneed,  he  believed,  by 
the  forming  of  these  corps,  than  it  will  be  by  the 
raising  of  the  provisional  army.  And  will  no 
benefit  arise  from  the  return  of  these  men  isto  the 
ranks  of  the  militia?  Yes.  tbey  will  carry  with 
them  their  military  knowledge  and  experience, 
which  would  be  transfused  into  the  whole  militia 
corps,  and  being  welt  armed  and  accoutred,  a 

Sirit  of  emulation  would  be  excited  in  the  rest  of 
e  militia  to  become  equally  so.  These  men  will 
be  well  fitted  to  become  cheers  and  military 
uctors  in  the  militia. 
What  benefit  would  accrue  in  the  meantime? 
The  coantry  would  have  the  advantage  of  a  large 
body  of  troops,  who  would  receive  no  pay  except 
in  time  of  service.  And  is  not  this  an  object 
worth  obtaining  t  Will  those  gentlemen  who  are 
so  loud  in  their  complaints  against  expense  object 
to  the  raising  of  a  body  of  troops  without  expense? 
He  could  not  conceive  upon  what  ground  they 
could  do  this;  nor  could  he  see  why  the  United 
States  should  cast  from  them  a  voluntary  service 
of  this  kind  in  the  present  time  of  danger.  Such 
a  conduct,  be  thought  would  be  imiHuper  in  ererr 
point  of  view. 


DiqinzedhyGoOt^le 


J 


fflSTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1708 


H.  OP  R.J 


Captain  Magnien't  Ortnadieri. 


[Mat,  1798. 


Mr.  Brent  said,  the  present  was  a  very  im- 
portant qaesiion,  and  as  the  usual  hour  of  adjourn- 
ment had  arrived,  he  hoped  the  coromiitee  would 
rise  and  have  leave  to  sit  HG;>iiD. 

Mr.  Alleh  hoped  not.  He  wished  the  questiorr 
DOW  (0  be  taken. 

The  qsestion  on  the  committee's  rising  was  pal 
■Dd  carried — 13  to  29. 


Tuesday,  May  15. 

Mr.  Habbisom  reported  a  bill  for  regulating  the 
eompensBtion  of  marshals,  attorneys,  jurors,  and 
witnesses,  which  was  twice  read,  aod  committed 
for  Friday. 

Mr.  Harper  reported  a  bill  laying  a  direct  tax 
fin  the  United  States,  which  was  twice  read,  and 
committed  for  Monday. 

Mr.  Sewall  reported  a  bill  supplementary  to, 
and  to  ameiid  the  act  eslablishing  an  uniform  rule 
of  natntalization,  and  to  repeal  Uie  act  heretofore 

Sssed,  which  was  twice  read,  and  committed  for 
onday. 

CAPTAIN  HAGNIEN'8  GRENADIERS. 
Mr.  JoeiAB  Parker  presented  certain  resolu- 
tions of  Captain  Magnien's  cjimpany  of  grenadiers, 
at  Portsmouth,  Virginia,  expressive  of  their  opin- 
ion of  Government  measures,  and  of  the  present 
situation  of   things  between    this  country  and 

The  resolutioDs  were  read,  as  follows : 
"At  ■  meeting  of  Captain  Bernard  MAgsien's  compMiy 

of  grensdien,  at  tne  master  ground  on  the  Commani 

of  Portnnouth,  the  6th  of  May,  1798,  the  following 

pioceedingB  took  place : 

"  Wheisa*  we  venerate  the  '  DeclanitJon  of  Rights 
made  b;  the  representatives  of  the  good  people  of  Vir- 
ginia, assembled  in  Ml  and  free  convention,  on  the  6th 
da;  of  May,  1 776,  which  tights  do  appertain  to  them 
and  their  poaterity.  as  the  basis  and  foundation  of  gov- 
emment ;'  and  whereas  it  was  declared  by  the  said 
ooDvenlion,  among  other  things,  'that  all  power  is 
vested  in,  and  conaequently  derived  from,  the  people  ; 
that  magistntea  are  their  tmateea  and  servants,  and  at 
all  titnes  amenslile  to  them:'  Wherefore, in coiifbnnity 
with  thoes  righta,  ai  eipiemed  by  the  said  declaration, 
we,  as  freemen  and  real  dtizens,  dunk  it  a  duty  we 
owe  to  otineWea,  our  country,  and  posterity,  to  ipeak 
oni  nntiments  on  the  present  alarming  crisii  in  oui 
•fbin,  and  scconlingly  we  give  it  as  our  opinion — 

"  Thai  we  view  with  extreme  concern  the  attempte 
dul  are  evidently  making  by  men  high  in  authority, 
to  widen  the  breach  between  the  United  Btatee  and 
Ae  French  Republic,  by  holding  up  to  the  good  people 
of  these  States  the  late  unworthy  propoaiiona  of  cer- 
tain unaathoriied  persons  at  Paris,  as  the  act  of  the 
French  Goveramcal,  when,  in  reality,  the  face  of  the 
despatches  cannot  warrant  any  such  conclusions. 

"  That  we  cannot  hut  view  the  man,  or  set  of  men, 
as  inimical  to  the  righta  of  the  people,  and  the  sound 
principle  of  self-govemment,  •who  shall  endeavor,  by 
any  Use  coloring,  to  give  the  stamp  of  aulhantidl;  to 
that  which  is  in  itself  extremely  donbtfti]  and  pmble- 
natical;  and  who  shall,  by  inch  meant,  strive  to  in- 
volve tts  all  in  the  calamiUea  of  a  war  with  the  moat 
powerfiil  R^blic  on  eaitii. 

"  That,  without  reference  to  our  well  fxinded  oMU- 


[daints,or  lo  oecnrrenees  fresh  in  the  memory  ofna  all, 
nothing  can  be  more  abhorrent  to  oni  feelings  than  tin 
idea  of  being,  by  sach  a  war,  driven  ialo  sn  sltianee 
with  a  nation  which  is  at  present  unhappily  under  the 
guidance  of  the  most  foul  and  corrupt  OovEmment  tip- 
on  earth. 

"That  economy  in  the  administration  of  a  free  Gov- 
ernment ia  abeolulely  neceseary  to  the  aafety  and  well 
being  of  the  State,  and  therefore  such  establishmenta, 
as  will  surpass  in  point  of  expense  the  pecuniary  re- 
sonrcea  of  the  country,  must  inevitably  lead  to  ^le  bil- 
nre  of  public  credit — to  national  bankruptcy,  and,  con- 
aequently,  to  the  destmction  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment, tlian  which  nothing,  in  onr  opbion,  could  be 
more  calamitous. 

"That,  as  'a  well  regiulated  militia,  composed  ottht 
body  of  the  people,  trained  to  arms,  is  the  proper,  nat- 
nral,  and  safo  defonee  of  a  free  State,'  we  view  everj 
measure  which  leads  to  the  establishment  of  standing 
armies,  and  *ipetisive  navies,  as  contrary  to  the  spirit 
of  a  free  Government,  and  by  no  means  so  well  c^cU' 
laled  to  ward  off  foreign  inslllt  and  Invasion,  as  to  in- 
vite domestic  •nbjugatian,  slavsiT,  and  ruin. 

«  Thai  the  uMtunues  taken  at  ihe  last  sessioti  of  Con> 
grass  for  the  defence  of  oni  common  country  were  wise 
and  patriotic  Eighty  thousand  of  onr  feUow-dtiBen* 
and  brethren  of  the  militia  being,  in  our  judgment, 
fully  competent  to  the  defence  of  our  country  againM 
any  foreign  nation  whatever. 

"  That,  in  case  of  sctusl  invasion  from  abroad,  or  of 
domestic  insurrection  at  home,  we  hold  it  to  be  the 
duty  of  all  good  citizens  and  militia-men  to  tally  round 
Ihe  standard  of  Government,  and  to  defend  our  righta 
against  all  encroachments  whatever ;  and  therefore  we 
pledge  ourselves  lo  appear  armed  and  accoutred  at  any 
moment  when  our  services  shall  (for  the  pnrpoeet 
above  mentioned)  be  required. 

"  Ordered,  That  the  foregoing  proceedings  be  signed 
by  Captain  Bernard  Magnien,  and  Lieutenant  John 
Brookes,  officen  of  the  said  grenadieT  company,  and  be 
forwarded  to  our  Representative  in  Congreaa,  with  poa- 
itive  instructims  for  it  to  be  laid  by  him  before  that 
body  aa  the  sense  of  the  meeting. 

BERNARD  MAGNIEN,  Cut 
JOHN  BROOKES,  Lieut" 

refer  these  reaoltl- 

thestate 

of  the  Union, 

Mr.  SiTOREATEB  Said,  if  he  had  heard  these  re- 
solutions rightly,  they  coDtaio  a  libel  on  the  Oor- 
ernment,  which  ought  not  to  be  referred. 

Mr.  J.  Parker  hoped  these  resolutions  would 
have  the  usual  reference,  alihoorh  there  might' be 
some  (xpressiotis  in  them  which  may  appear  se- 
vere  upon  some  of  the  measures  of  Ooverument, 
as  they  wind  up  in  terms  which  are  vety  patriotic 
and  worthy  or  attention,  namely:  that,  if  this 
country  ihall  be  invaded  oy  any  nation  whatever, 
ihey  wonld  turn  out  in  defence  of  it.  He  trusted 
they  would  have  attention  pnid  them. 

Mr,  Sitorgaves  said,  he  did  not  mean  to  go 
into  an  argument  on  this  subject,  or  to  question 
the  right  of  the  people  to  address  their  seatimeats 
to  Congress;  and,  on  all  past  occasions  in  which 
the  right  has  appeared  in  M>me  degree  queationa- 
bte,  hehadialways  voted  for  a  reference  rather 
than  make  an  objection  to  il;  but  nothing,  he  be- 
lieved, was  more  true,  unqiMstioiwUe  u  the  right 
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of  peiition  may  be,  than  that  it  ought  to  be  exer- 
cised with  decency,  and  with  «ome  regard  to 
truth. 

He  did  not  desire  to  go  into  an  examination  of 
the  sentimeats  contained  in  ihe  leEoluriods  which 
had  been  read ;  but  no  mao,  he  thought,  could 
deny  that  thev  contain  a  libel  the  most  unfound- 
ed, and  that  tney  are  expressed  in  language  the 
most  indecent  and  unwanrantable  j  and,  if  the 
House  wished  to  preserTe  the  right  of  an  expres- 
sion of  public  sentimeDi,  they  ousht  to  guard 
Bgainst  the  abuse  of  it.  He  hoped,  therefore,  they 
would  not  be  referred. 

Mr.  TaATCHBR  said,  these  resolutions  contained 
a  serious  charge  against  some  person  or  persons 
not  named.  If  such  person  or  persons  has  or  have 
committed  crimes  against  the  nation,  he  or  they 
ought  to  be  punished ;  but  it  would  not  be  right 
to  give  countenance  to  charges  which  might  be 
applied  to  innocent  persons. 

Mr.  J.  Parkbb  was  extremeljr  aorrr  <hat  any 
opposition  should, be  made  to  the  reference  of 
tttese  proceedings.  He  did  not  think  the  language 
was  stroDger  or  more  indecent  than  that  ofsome 
other  addresses  which  had  been  reeeired  by  the 
House.  The  moat  severe  part  of  it  was  aeaintt 
the  British  GhiverDment.  He  had,  on  a  former 
occasion,  heard  the  gentleman  last  up  speak  ver^ 
improperly  of  the  President  of  the  Bzecutire  Di- 
rectory of  France,  and  he  did  not  know  whv 
these  peorie  shonld  not  take  a  like  liberty  with 
the  Britisli  Go»ernment,  if  they  thought  proper, 
though  he  acknowledged  it  was  not  right  to  give 
way  to  harsh  expressions  against  any  Qovetn- 
ment.  He  saw  nothing  in  these  proceedings 
which  rendered  them  unfit  to  be  examined.  If 
the  sentiments  were  not  well  founded — and  he 
believed  some  of  them  were  not — of  course,  they 
would  have  no  weight;  bnt  as  they  conclnded 
with  saying  they  should  at  all  times  be  ready  to 
defend  the  country,  he  thought  they  ought  not  to 
be  treated  with  disrespect.  He  knew  the  subscri- 
bers, and  knew  them  to  be  worthy  and  patriotic 
citizens,  and  good  officers.  i 

Mr.  BaooKa  could  not  agree  with  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia,  that,  because  the  latter  part 
of  these  proceedings  were  patriotic,  it  ought  to 
give  currency  to  the  other.  If  so,  it  would  be 
impossible  for  any  person  to  write  a  libel. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  says  he  is  ac- 
quainted with  the  subscribers,  and  that  they  are 
good  officers.  IfsOj  they  ought  to  have  known 
how  to  couch  their  sentiments  in  a  respectful 
manner.  It  was  a  little  estrBOrdinary  that  people 
should  take  this  mode  of  traducing  persons  high 
in  office.  Every  man  must  know  who  was  meant. 
It  was  evident  no  other  person  coald  be  meant 
than  the  President  of  the  United  States.  If  they 
think  he  has  abnsed  his  trust  in  the  way  insinua- 
ted, why  do  they  not  come  forward  and  imp^h 
himl.  He  conld  scarcely  believe  that  such  illibe- 
ral and  scandalous  abuse  conld  proceed  from  any 
other  than  vicious  dispositions. 

Mr.  Brbnt  said,  that  all  the  gentlemen  who 
have  opposed  the  reference  of  this  remonstrance 
have  said  that  the  subscribers,  if  they  thought  the 


President  of  the  United  States  had  acted  impro- 

Erly,  ought  to  have  come  forward  and  impeached 
m.  He  had  supposed  these  gentlemen  nad  not 
been  so  little  conversant  with  the  Constitution  as 
not  to  have  known  that  the  right  of  impeachment 
is  confined  solely  to  this  House.  He  bad  con- 
ceived that  addresses  of  this  kind  were  intended 
to  express  the  opinion  of  the  people  on  great  and 
important  questions,  and  that  abjections  were  not 
to  be  made  to  them  on  the  ground  of  form.  He 
did  not  remember  an  instance  of  ao  address  of  thi» 
kind  being  refused  a  reference.  He  believed  that, 
during  the  present  session,  addresses  had  been  re- 
ceived fully  as  exceptionable  as  this;  but  it  hap- 
pened that  those  sentiments  corresponded  better 
with  the  opinions  of  cerisia  gentlemen  of  this- 
House,  and  they  were  not,  therefore,  objected  to. 
He  recollected  that  the  House  has  been  frequently- 
told  in  these  addresses  of  a  French  party  in  ihi* 
couDtry,  who  were  ready  to  sacriQce  it.  Yet 
these  were  referred  j  but,  because  the  present  pro- 
ceedings express  opinions  untavorabte  to  the  con- 
duct of  the  Admiuistration,  they  are  ohjected  to. 
If  this  was  the  way  in  which  addresses  from  th6 
people  were  to  be  treated,  the  object  of  them 
would  be  entirely  destroyed,  since  none  would  be , 
admitted  which  did  not  flatter  the  conduct  of  a 
majority  in  this  House. 

Mr.  Dana  isked  upon  what  principle  addresses 
were  referred  T  He  supposed  ii  was  that  tlwy 
might  be  acted  upon.  The  question  was  not 
whether  the  peojde  had  a  right  to  send  this  ad- 
dress, but  whether  the  House  ought  to  refer  it. 
What  is  stated  in  these  proceedings  ?  An  accuse 
'  )n  is  brought  forward  against  persons  high  id 
-jthority;  it  states  the  late  despatches  from 
France  as  having  been  improperly  held  np  to 
i  the  act  of  the  French  Directory— mean- 
doubt,  to  censure  the  conduct  of  the  Presi- 
dent for  having  sent  them  to  Congress,  and  the 
Senate  for  having  published  them.  And  could 
this  House  make  charges  of  this  kind  a  basis  npoa 
which  to  found  any  resolution  7  Certainly  not 
''  ~ becaose  these  persons  have  expressed 


n  opinion  that  publi( 


have  been 


wroD^, 


that  their  address  is  objected  to,  but  because  Tt 
(Contains  charges  of  criminality. 

Mr.  Brooks  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  which 
were  aereed  to  be  taken. 

Mr.  Macon  hoped  these  proceedings  would  be 
referred.  This  was  the  first  instance,  ne  believed, 
where  a  reference  was  opposed  of  this  Idnd.  In 
the  case  of  the  British  Treaty,  addresaes  bad  been 
received  on  both  sides  of  the  question,  couched  iit 
very  strong  terms  indeed ;  but  which,  neverthe- 
less, had  always  been  referred.  At  a  time  like 
the  present,  when  a^l  (particularly  those  gentle- 
men who  oppose  the  reference  of  this  address) 
believe  this  country  is  in  great  danger,  he  should 
suppose  it  would  be  impradent  to  reject  an  ad^ 
dress  ftom  persons  who  are  well  attached  to  the 
Qovernment,  and  who  express  a  determination  to 
defend  it  in  every  time  oi  danger,  merely  on  tha 
ground  of  etiquette;  for  he  was  peicuaded  the 
subscribers  neither  intended  to  o&nd  this  House, 
nor  the  Government. 
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The  pari  of  the  country  in  which  these  persona 
reside,  is  alao-a  part  in  which  iheir  serrice  maf 
be  required.  Our  Constitution  guaranties  (he 
light  of  (he  people  to  BiJdresa  their  seodments  to 
aoTernmen[,  wiihou(  defining  Ihe  manner  in 
which  they  shall  do  it ;  and  thoogh  this  address 
might  not  DC  expressed  in  very  rpspeclful  terms, 
it  may,  neveTtheless,  contain  some  truths  worthy 
«f  consideration ;  and,  if  it  were  not  referred,  the 
Addressers  wouid  undoubtedly  say  that  the  House 
-were  afraid  of  inyes ligation. 

Mr.  Gallatin  said,  it  appeared  to  him  that 
gentlemen  who  opposed  the  reference  of  these 
proceedings  do  it  upon  the  grouod  that  a  refer- 
ence of  a  petition  or  address  implies  an  approba- 
tion of  its  sentiments ;  for  his  part,  he  always 
looked  upon  a  refereoce  as  a  mere  matter  of  form. 
It  was  tiue  that,  if  a  petition  was  worded  in  what 
was  called  indecent  language,  (about  which,  in- 
deed, there  might  be  some  difference  of  opinion,) 
it  might  be  good  ground  of  objection-;  but  the  in- 
decency mast  arise  from  the  language  itself,  and 
not  irom  any  sentiments  which  it  co 
owned  the  language  of  this  address  was  strong, 
and  some  of  its  assertions,  perhaps,  unfounded^; 
yet  he  did  not  see  that  it  was  written  in  sue' 
style  as  to  warrant  a  refusal  to  refer  it.  But  it  i 
said  that  it  would  be  improper  to  refer  this  pa] 
because  it  contains  nothing  upon  which  the  Ho 
could  act.  Supposing  this  to  be  the  true  critei 
by  which  to  judge  tne  propriety  of  a  reference,  ; 
which  he  did  not  allow,  three-fourths  of  the  mat- 
ter in  this  address  is  such  as  might  be  acted  upon. 
It  reprobates  navies  and  military  establishments, 
and  approbates  the  doctrine  of  the  militia  being 
the  true  defence  of  the  country,  and  concludes 
with  saying  whatever  may  be  their  private  opin- 
ions as  lo  the  past  measures  of  Government,  when- 
erer  an  inrasion  or  insurrection  shall  take  place, 
they  will  be  among  the  first  to  defend  their  coun- 
try. Indeed,  if  petitions  were  objected  to  on  ac- 
count of  the  manner  in  which  they  were  drawn, 
it  would  be  necessarv  to  send  out  a  form  of  peti- 
tion to  the  people,  wnen  upon  any  g^reat  question 
their  opinion  was  wanted. 

Mr.  O.  thought  it  would  be  much  the  best 
course  lo  refer  all  these  addresaes,  without  a  dis- 
cussion, the  only  effect  of  which  was  to  give 
them  mote  consequence  than  they  otherwise 
would  have,  and  unnecessarily  to  obstruct  pnblic 


it  he  would  remark,  that  this  was  not  the  first 
time  that  addresses  had  been  objected  to  by  gen- 
tlemen, because  the  sentiments  which  they  con- 
tained are  disagreeable  to  them.  Two  instai 
of  this  Icind  had  occurred  during  the  present 
aion.  One  of  these  was  a  betition  againsf  the 
arming  of  merchant  vessels,  Tnim  Cambridge,  ia 
Hassachusetts,  the  reference  of  which  was  only 
carried  by  two  votes ;  the  other  was  a  petition 
which  he  himself  had  presented,  from  fortv-four 
gentlemen,  members  of  the  Pennsytvania  Legis- 
lature, which  was  objected  to,  merely  because  the 
Clitioners  stated  that  they  were  members  of  that 
^islature.  The  discussion  was  interrupted  by 
a  message,  and  he  did  not  think  it  necessary  to 


trouble  the  House  again  with  the  subject,  and  the 
address  yet  lay  upon  the  table  without  being  re- 
ferred. Byt  yesterday  an  address  was  presented 
his  colleague  from  thejudges,  grand  jury,  and 
!riff,  of  the  county  of  Bucks,  coniaininK  differ- 
:  sentiments,  which  was  committed  witnuut  ob- 
jection, though  it  was  liable  to  the  objection  urged 
against  the  address  which  he  presented,  as  it  came 
from  individuals  stating  their  official  characters, 
at  the  time  they  were  doing  an  act  which  did  not 
pertain  to  their  office.  He  was  himself  ia  favor 
□f  the  reference,  because  he  did  not  think  it  ob> 
jectionable  that  persons  should  describe  them- 
selves  in  this  way.  But  it  clearly  prored  that 
the  object  of  many  gentlemen  on  this  floor  was 
to  encourage  complimentary  addresses,  and  lo 
discourage  petitions  containing  different   senti- 

If  he  had  been  a  member  of  this  company,  Mr. 
G.  said,  he  would  not  have  drawn  Ihe  address  in 
the  way  in  which  it  appears,  [f  he  had  thoiight 
the  opinions  correct,  his  own  ideal  of  propriety 
would  have  told  him  it  was  not  right  lo  have  thus 
expressed  them.  As  to  the  matter  itself,  he  be- 
lieved the  most  o^ectionable  part  is  a  mere  mat- 
ter of  opinion,  'they  say  that  the  propositions 
made  to  our  Commissioners  in  Paris,  were  made 
by  person^  unauthorized ;  and  (hat  authority  has 
been  given  to  what  appeara  extremely  doubtful 
and  problematical.  So  tar  they  may  be  mistaken, 
but  they  have  a  right  to  express  theu:  opinion.  In 
the  next  place,  they  mention  thai  they  view  with 
concern  the  atlempts  making  by  men  high  in  an- 
thorily  to  widen  the  breach  between  the  United 
Sutes  and  the  French  Republic,  by  impatiug  to 
the  French  Government  the  criminality  of  thos« 
unauthorized  agents.  He  did  not  believe  thai 
this  could  be  denied.  The  thing  was  true.  He 
did  not  allude  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  because  he  did  not  recollect  that  he  had 

iQ  such  an  opinion;  but  gentlemen  on 

have  repeatedly  spoken  of^the  overtures 

made  by  those  agents  as  coming;  from  the  French 
Government.  Another  objectionable  expression 
is,  "that  rhey  view  the  man,  or  set  of  men, as 
inimical  to  the  rights  of  the  people,  and  the  sound 
principles  of  (heir  self-go vernmen(,  who  shall,  by 
any  false  coloring,  a(tempt  to  give  the  stamp  of 
authenticity  to  what  is  doubtful."  Although 
they  had  a  right  to  hold  their  opinion,  yet,  ne 
would  agree  that  they  had  formed  it  without  suf- 
ficient proof,  and  ought  not,  therefore,  to  have  ex- 
pressed it. 

But  there  are  opinions  as  injurious  to  some  gen- 
tlemen of  this  House  as  this  is  to  others,  yet  no 
opposition  has  ever  been  made  lo  their  reference. 
The  people  had  a  right  to  form  what  opinion  they 
pleased  of  gentlemen  on  both  sides  of  the  Haus& 
and  an  expression  of  these  opinions  certainly  could 
nut  be  a  good  ground  of  objeciion  against  coiii- 
mitting  tnem.  He  recollected  that,  two  years 
ago.  there  came  a  petition  from  a  county  in  Vir- 
ginia, which  went  to  cast  a  direct  censure  on  a 
vote  of  the  House,  with  respect  to  the  right  which 
was  then  determined  of  appropriating,  or  refusing 
lo  appropriate,  for  the  carrying  into  effect  any 
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trektf  ;  it  wa«  in  fact  a  libel  upon  ihe  vote  of  tlie 
House,  as  it  said  tlie  measure  was  done  witb  a 
riew  of  encroaching  upon  the  jwwers  of  the  Eji- 
ecutive,  yet  it  was  refeired  without  objection ; 
which  was  a  clear  prouf  that  a  commitmeni 
never,  in  the  opinion  of  Ihe  House,  implied  an  ap- 
probation of  the  petition  referred. 

Mr.  G.  recapitulated  his  reasons  for  wiahing  the 
address  to  be  referred.  He  did  not  think  error 
(supposing  the  subscribers  are  mistaken  in  their 
opinions)  could  be  corrected  by  force — convince 
tbese  men  they  are  in  the  wrong ;  but  tcuib  is  to 
be  enforced  by  arEumeni  and  not  by  a  mere  exer- 
cise of  power,  sucn  as  to  refuse  to  comiait  or  lo 
throw  under  the  table  the  petition,  as  such  a  mea- 
sure could  have  no  tendency  but  to  inflame  the 
mioits  of  the  petitioners,  and  to  rivet  them  still 
more  in  what  might  be  supposed  to  be  their  erro- 
neous opinio  OS. 

Mr.  Sewall  said,  it  was  a  rery  difficult  thing 
to  restrict  the  right  of  petitioning;  but  it  was 
very  evident  that  some  restriction  ought  to  be  put 
upon  it,  if  possible.  He  believed  there  might  be 
petitions  so  offensive  in  their  manner  and  matter, 
as  not  to  be  suffered  to  have  a  public  readine; 
there  might  be  others  which,  on  beine  read,  shoiud 
be  found  unfit  to  be  referred.  Of  tbe  latter  kind 
he  thought  thebreseot.  Certain  persons,  it  seems, 
hare  associated  for  the  purpose  of  military  exer- 
cise, and  have  thought  proper  to  express  their  very 
extraordinary  sentiments  to  Congress.  Whether 
these  sentiments  were  founded  or  unfounded,  he 
would  not  inquire,  but  only  whether  they  were 
decently  expressed.  He  admitted  the  right  which 
these  people  had  to  exercise  their  opinions  upon 
all  Government  measures,  and  that  they  might, 
therefore,  say  whether  they  thought  the  agents 
who  conversed  with  ooi  Commissioaers  were  au- 
thorized or  not.  Bui  do  these  proceedings  go  no 
further?  Have  they  the  right  to  say  that  Oov- 
ernment  have  neglected  their  duty  ?  to  say  that 
they  have  wilfully  and  designedly  blitzed  the  peo- 

Ele,  contrary  to  the  interests  of  the  community, 
J  falsely  and  wantonly  perverting  the  despatches 
of  our  Envoys,  iot  the  purpose  of  producing  a 
war  with  the  French  Republic  7  And  are  ih«se 
subjects  not  only  to  be  heard,  but  acted  upon, 
if  they  were  proper  subjects  for  their  consideration 
and  future  debate  1  The  very  suggestion  ought, 
in  his  opinion,  to  have  excited  an  indignation 
which  would  immediately  have  rejected  such  a 
paper.  He  was  astonished  to  hear  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania,  though  he  acknowTedged  ibi 
impropriety  of  the  thing,  go  into  arguments  in  fa 
Tor  of  referring  it ;  that  he  should  say  we  ought 
to  convince  them  of  their  error.  He  (Mr.  S.)  be- 
lieved, if  Ihey  themselves  could  see  it,  it  would 
scarcely  be  proper  for  the  House  to  enter  into  an 
argnmeot  with  them  on  the  subject  If  the  charges 
in  this  paper  are  founded,  they  lie  against  this 
House,  as  much  as  any  other  branch  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, for  concurring  in  the  publication  of  t' 
late  despatches ;  therefore,  this  House  held  a 
false  colors,  according  to  these  people,  as  well  _. 
the  othei  branches  of  the  Government.  He  would, 
at  once,  reject  such  an  address ;  he  would  lay  to 


the  subscribers  "  lake  back  your  suggeetians,  they 
altogether  groundless." 
At.  Otib  said,  if  he  could  consider  the  paoer 
before  the  House  as  barely  expressive  of  approba- 
tion or  disapprobation  of  public  measures,  heshould 
be  in  favor  of  refeiriog  it  as  is  usual,  though  con* 
trary  to  hia  opinion,  he  certainly  would  not  ob- 
to  it  on  that  account.  But  it  appeared  to  him 
only  expressive  of  an  opinion,  but  a  direct 
lure  and  calumny  on  the  whole  Government, 
and  upon  our  Commissioners  at  Paris.    Who  is 
the  person  high  in  office  that  they  charge  with 
giving  a  false  color  to  the  late  despatches  1     Did 
[bey  allude  to  the  President^    He  did  not  recol- 
lect any  sentiment  of  his  respecting  them.     After 
being  asked  for  the  papers,  he  sent  them.     If  there 
was  any  blame  imputable  for  the  publication  of 
them,  tt  lay  against   the  other  branches  of  the 
Government  more  than  aeaiasE  him.    But  there 
were  other  seuliments  stilt  more   illiberal.      He 
wished  to  know  who  held  up  these  despatches  as 
acts  of  the  French  Government  1     Was  it  not 
those  men  who  have  left  their  families  and  home, 
exposed  themselves   (o  the  hazards  i 


who  may  even  be  put  to  death  for  their 
conduct  in  this  respect?    And  was  it  right  to  re- 
charges against  their  Commissioners'?  Was 
this  the  reward  they  were  entitled  to  1  He  thought 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  says  that  to 
refer  thts  petition  will  not  be  to  eive  any  appro- 
bation to  its  contents;  but  he  (Mr.  O.)  wished 
the  House  to  show  its  disapprOMtion  of  it.  An 
address  tike  this  would  give  the  French  an  apo- 
logy for  denytug  that  they  knew  anything  of  the 
comnuinicatiuns  held  with  our  Ministers,  end 
which  they  would  be  afraid  to  do,  if  the  thing 
was  not  asserted  on  this  side  of  the  water.  It  was 
in  this  view,  principally,  that  he  objected  to  the 
receiving  of  the  address. 

Mr.  O.  said  he  did  not  mean  to  follow  the  argu- 
ments of  the  gentlemen  from  Pennsylvania  and 
Virginia,  who  say  it  is  not  customary  to  refuse  a 
reference  to  petitions.  Though  tnis  had  not 
hitherto  been  Ihe  case,  at  no  other  time  had  we 
been  so  critically  circumstanced;  at  no  time  could 
a  factious  and  seditious  spirit  have  been  ae  inimi- 
cal to  the  happiness  of  the  country  as  at  present. 
But  gentlemen  are  nut  willing  to  disgrace  these 
men  by  refusing  their  address  a  reference.  There 
was  no  occasion  for  this.  He  saw  with  grief  that  ' 
the  solvent  of  sedition  had  taken  possession  of  the 
hearts  of  these  addressers,  and  alienated  their 
affections  from  their  Government.  Bui  though 
these  are  the  sentiments  of  a  militia  company, 
Ihey  are  not  the  sentiments  of  the  militia  of  the 
United  States.  If  the  militia  of  the  Southern 
country  possessed  sentiments  oi  this  kind,  it  would 
be  a  stronger  argument  than  any  other  for  the 
eatablishment  of  a  regular  force  lo  protect  it. 

Mr.  Hlrfek  believed  the  sentimenU  contained 
in  this  address  to  be  very  erroneous^  and  very  im- 
properly expressed;  nor  did  be  think,  out  of  re- 
spect for  the  addressers,  whether  they  were  « 
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mpany  of  ^enadiers.  or  forty  members  of  ihe 


measure;  which  hare  been  adopted,  aod  to  lell  the 
world  that  they  will  produce  notijing  but  calamity, 
their  address  ought  to  be  referred  on  that  account, 
yet  he  was  in  favor  of  referring  the  present  pro^ 
ceedings;  and  the  reason  was,  he  saw  that  if  this 
course  was  taken  it  would  lead  to  endless  broils 
in  the  House.  He  conceiTed  that  in  the  prerent 
importaot  crisis,  the  people  will  present  their  sen- 
timents to  Congress,  and  those  sentiments  will  be 
various,  and  some  of  them  improperly  expressed. 
In  the  case  of  the  British  Treaty,  a  multitude  of 
addresses  were  received;  and  if,  whenever  an  ad- 
dress could  be  objected  to  on  account  of  its  being 
couched  in  disrespectful  terms,  or  because  the 
sentiments  are  objectionable,  there  would  be  no 
end  of  discussions  of  this  kind,  and  the  public 
business  would  be  greatly  retarded.  He  admon- 
ished gentlemen  to  show  their  attachment  to  their 
country,  rather  by  providing  measure»  for  its  de- 
fence, than  by  disputing  aluut  referring  a  peti- 
tion; except,  indeed,  it  were  of  such  a  nature  as 
to  call  for  a  motion  of  censure  against  its  authors; 
but  in  all  other  cases  it  wonld  be  best  either  to 
receive  all,  or  reject  all  the  addresses  (hat  come. 
He  should  be  content  to  have  none  of  them.  He 
did  not  want  the  addresses  of  bis  constituents  to 
saj  whether  he  had  done  right  or  wrong;  he  was 
wilting  they  should  decide  that  at  his  election. 
He  should  have  no  objection  to  pass  a  motion  de- 
claring that  no  address  of  this  kind  should  be  re- 
ceived. He  was  desirous  of  sending  theae  pro- 
ceedings to  sleep  among  others  where  they  would 
soon  be  forgotten;  but,  by  investigations  of  this 
kind,  an  improper  consequence  was  given  to  things 
of  no  itoportance  in  themselves. 

Mr.  SiTOREAvEB  said  as  he  supposed  that,  in 
common  with  other  members,  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  extended  his  admonition  to  him, 
he  should  express  his  obligation  for  it ;  bnt  he  be- 
lieved it  would  have  been  well  if  he  had  attended 
to  it  a  little  himself;  for.  however  frivolous  he 
deemed  the  present  opposition,  he  seemed  deter- 
mined, according  to  custom,  to  have  his  share 
of  the  debate.  Those  who  say  the  opposition  to 
this  reference  arises  from  the  sentiments  which 
these  proceedings  contain,  either  misunderstand 
what  has  been  wid,  or  egregiously  misstate  it. 
He  needed  not  to  have  been  told  by  his  colleague 
that  the  reference  of  a  petition  did  not  go  to  an 
approbation  of  its  sentimenLs;  but  it  had  been 
expressly  said  that  the  objections  to  this  address 
did  not  zo  to  the  sentiments  of  it,  but  to  the  man- 
ner in  wnich  those  sentiments  are  expressed.  No- 
body would  have  objected  to  the  reference  if  theae 
gentlemen  had,  in  moderate  terms,  stated  that  the 
tendency  of  certain  measures  was  to  widen  the 
breach  between  this  eonntiT'  and  the  French  Re- 
public ;  but  when  the^  say  this  is  not  only  the 
tendency,  bur  that  it  is  the  design  and  object  of 
certain  persons  to  involve  the  country  in  war, 
such  insinuations  ought  to  be  rejected  as  base 
and  abominably  indecent.  Mr.  8.  quoted  the 
iliosi  objectionable  parts  of  the  Address,  in  sup- 


port of  what  he  had  said.  And  shall  we  be  told, 
said  Mr.  B.,  that  the  diniity  of  the  Legislatnre 
is  not  concerned  in  repelnng  this  language?  Can 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  really  think 
this  discussion  unimportant,  and  that  the  Legisla- 
ture is  frivolously  emploved  in  repelling  such 
language  1  In  his  mind,  tne  rejection  of  such  an 
adi»ess  was  consistent  with  sound  policy,  good 
sense,  nnd  propriety, 

Mr.  EntioNn  said,  he  should  be  one  of  the  last 
who  would  wish  to  abridge  the  right  of  petition- 
ing; but,  at  the  wme  time  that  he  would  pre- 
serve to  the  people  that  right,  he  should  think  it 
necessary  to  observe  certain  rules  respecting  it. 
In  forming  those  rules,  Congress  must  either  agree 
to  receive  every  petition,  or  establish  a  criterion 
by  which  to  determine  when  a  petition  shall  be 
received,  and  when  it  shall  not.  How,  said  he, 
do  the  courts  of  law  act  in  this  respect?  Every 
man  has  a  right  to  apply  there,  ana  to  state  his 
ground  of  complaint;  but  if  be  deviates  from  the 
subject-matter  of  his  complaint,  in  order  to  slan- 
der the  conrt,  they  woultT  certainly  immediately 
dismiss  such  an  application.  He  concloded  that 
this  House  would  adopt  a  similar  rule;  but  if  thejr 
went  further,  and  said  that  if  two-thirds  of  a  peti- 
tion be  just  and  righL  and  the  other  third  slander- 
ous and  abusive,  the  latter  shall  be  overlooked  for 
the  sake  of  the  former,  wonld  it  not  follow  that 
men  who  wish  to  abuse,  the  Government,  would 
take  this  course  of  doing  it?  They  certainly 
would.  If  all  petitions,  however  expressed,  were 
to  be  received,  what  would  be  the  consequence? 
Iiwould  bethesameasto  say,  every  manmay  abuse 
the  Government  in  as  gross  terms  as  he  pleased, 
by  way  of  petition  or  remonstrance,  and  it  woula 
not  be  refused  bv  Congress;  and  the  consequence 
would  be  that  toeir  lat>le  would  be  covered  with 
libels  and  sedition.  He  believed  the  proper  mle 
would  be,  that  whenever  petitions  are  expressed 
in  decent  language,  they  ought  to  be  referred; 
but  whenever  they  contain  anything  slanderotu 
or  seditions,  he  wonld  not  refer  them. 

But  the  gentleman  from  Bouth  Carolina  says  a 
^leat  deal  of  time  would  be  taken  up  in  discuss- 
ing the  propriety  or  impropriety  of  receiving  peti- 
tions, and  therefore  Congress  ought  to  come  to  a. 
resolution  to  receive  all,  or  none.  If  gentlemen 
ate  disposed  to  lengthen  out  debates  of^tbis  kind, 
they  may  certainly  do  so ;  but  he  saw  no  necessity 
for  ii.  He  should  think  the  simple  reading  of  s 
petition  was  sufficient  for  members  to  forth  an 
opinion  upon  it.  He  saw  no  better  course  which 
could  be  taken. 

Mr.  RoTLEDae  believed  that  in  refusing  to 
commit  the  resolutions  of  the  Virginia  peace 
grenadiers,  the  Houie  would  have  nothing  to 
apprehend  from  the  precedent  their  refusal  would 
establish;  for  it  was  his  good  fortune  to  beliere 
there  does  not  exist,  in  the  United  States,  another 
set  of  men  who  would  express  to  Congress  their 
sentiments  in  such  disrespectful  terms — their  sen- 
nts  were  not  only  indecent,  bnt  expressed  in 
the  most  disrespectful  manaer.  The  grenadiers 
of  Portsmouth,  not  content  with  expressing  their 
opinion  of  our  aiiempts  to  n^otiate  with  Franc*, 
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for  which  purpose  they  had  assembled,  had  taken 
a  leriew  of  all  the  recent  public  measures,  and 
wishing  to  iAflame  the  public  mind  SBainsC  tQem. 
had  condemned  them  in  mass,  ana  conductef) 
themselres  with  the  most  studied  indecency.  He 
Mid  studied  indecency,  b«CRUse  they  had  not  for- 
warded their  indecent  memoriij  with  a  request  to 
their  Representative  to  lay  it  before  CoQeress,bnt 
had  resolTed  that  he  shonld  hare  amittve  order* 
to  d9  so.  EnowioK  how  sensible  tie  would  be  of 
their  iioproper  eondael  [Mr.  Parker  wished  the 
Speaker  to  read  the  words  of  the  insiraeiions; 
they  were  ".that  they  be  forwarded  to  our  Reprs- 
sentative  to  be  hiid  before  Congress"]  Mr.  R.  was 

8 lad  U>  find  that  diese  gentlemen  hod,  upon  re- 
ection,  eoiFCcted  their  style;  he  bad  read  an  ac- 
eonnt  in  the  Norfolk  paper  of  their  proceedings, 
and  in  tliat  their  RepresentatiTe  was  ordered,  as 
he  had  mentioned.  These  persons,  however,  had 
some  reason  for  distrusting  their  RepresentaliTe, 
for  be  had  uniformly  voted  for  soma  of  those 
measures  which  they  had  anadtematized  as  eal- 
cnlated  to  ruin  the  conntry.  and  destroy  the  liber- 
tias  of  its  citizens.  He  had  voted  for  having  a 
nav^ ;  he  had  voted  for  the  angumentation  df  our 
Military  Establishment;  and  these  persons  tell 
us  ''that  an  army  and  a  navy  are  contrary  to  the 
spirit  of  a  irce  Qovemment,  and  calculated  leaa  to 
ward  off  foreign  insults,  than  to  produce  domestic 
sabjogation :"  not  eonient  with  reminding  us,  as 
they  modestly  have,  that  we  are  the  servants  of 
the  people,  they  liave  seized  this  Dceksion  of 
charging  us  with  the  intention  of  bringing  about 
domestic  subjugation. 

Rot  the  ^eutleman  from  FennsvlTania  savs,  if 
this  be  thnr  opinion,  the  people  have  a  right  to 
express  it.  It  is  tme,  Mr.  R.  said,  that  any  man 
has  a  right  to  send  another  an  indecent  letter ;  bat 
the  person  to  whom  it  is  addressed  has  also  the 
jvhl  to  say  whether  he  will  receive  it  or  not. 
TMEe  gentlemen  might  have  said  our  Gommis- 
aoners  were  aeonndrels ;  they  had  a  right  to  say 
so.  by  the  reasoning  of  the  gentlemau  from  Penn* 

alvania,  but  it  certainly  woald  not  be  proper  for 
mgreas  to  give  sueb  a  paper  a  reference.  It 
waa  ncn  an  extreme  case  to  suppose  the  Virginia 
irenadiers  thoaght  onr  Envoys  scoundrels,  for 
there  were  many,  of  their  way  of  thinking  on  po- 
litical ssbjecis,  who  regarded  the  despaicaas  as  a 
fabrication  of  the  Bnvo^s  and  the  Executive,  con- 
trived for  the  purpose  of  involvingus  in  a  war  with 
France,  and  he  had  been  told  that  half  the  people 
of  this  citf  believed  the  Executive  had  practised 
this  deception.  Whatever  li^ht  people  may  have 
to  hold  and  express  these  optnions,  he  thought  if 
they  were  sent  to  Congress  they  ought  not  to  he 
eovDtawaced  by  a  reference. 

But  gcndemen  say,  addresses  amroving  of  the 
conduct  of  the  Executive  and  tM  Government 
ar«  received  without  objeetion,  whilst  those  with 
e  DDtiary  sentimeiitB  are  nreqnently  objected  agains  l 
This  was  not  the  case;  if  gentlemen  woiild  recol- 


Int  the  proceedings  of  yeaterday,  the  day  before, 
waA  of  «very  day  for  twenty  or  thirty  days  past, 
lh«y  would  tee  that  this  charge  was  not  founded. 
What  waa  the  Batnre  of  the  w«t  addicMes  which 


to  Congress  on  the  subject  of  our  pre- 
tion?  It  would  he  recollected  [her  all 
opposed  arming  our  vessels,  and  deprecateo  the 
measure  as  leading  to  war.  They  were,  how- 
ever, expressed  in  decent  terms,  and  ihoueb  in 
opposition  to  the  opinions  of  a  majority  of  this 
House,  they  were  received  without  objection. 
One  of  these  petilionsfromtheEastward,  presented 
by  the  gentlemsD  who  sits  behindhim,  (Mr.  Var- 
HCH.)  was  objected  to  by  the  eentlem&n  from 
Connecticut,  he  conceiving,  on  hearing  it  read, 
that  it  contained  soioe  improper  expressions,  and 
he  did  not  wish  to  deny  it  a  reference,  but  merely 
requested  it  might  lie  on  the  table  for  a  day ;  it  * 
was,  however,  itnmediaiely  committed.  Mr,  R. 
knew  that  the  people  bad  a  right  to  petition,  and 
thatjt  was  the  duly  of  Congress  to  attend  to  their 
representations ;  but  he  also  knew  that  it  was  the 
duty  of  Congress  to  respect  themselves  so  far  at 
to  require  these  petitions  to  be  expressed  in  de- 
cent terms.  What,  said  Mr.  R.,  vriD  be  the  effeet 
in  Enrope  of  receiving  petitions  like  the  present? 
What  will  the  French  Executive  (a  body  in  which 


every  species  of  cormptioD  is  personified)  say  to 
it  t  They  will  not  only  deny  the  truth  of  what 
our  Commissioners  have  related,  hut  they  will 


say  to  the  people  of  France,  tifef  will  say  to  th« 
people  of  Enrope,  "  even  in  America  this  calumny 
IS  not  believed."  The  coBversations  of  Talley- 
rand, X,  Y,  and  Z,  aifeported  by  our  Commis- 
sioners, they  will  sav  ii  a  mere  contrivance,  the 
production  of  the  Anglo,  Monerehico,  Aristo- 
cratico  faction  in  America.  They  will  say  this, 
and  corroborate  it  by  referring  to  some  of  the 
■peeches  in  Congress,  and  the  petition  on  the 
table,  in  which  the  French  agents  art  called  un- 
authorized persons,  and  their  villany  spoken  of, 
not  with  contempt  and  abhorrence,  but  with  ridi- 
cule. This  wotud  be  giving  to  Citizen  Tallay- 
laad  and  hi&  associates  the  best  justification  they 
can  ofier  for  themselves.  Mr.  R.  hoped,  there- 
fore, the  resolutions  would  not  be  referred. 

Mr.  J.  Pabker  had  not  the  least  doubt  that  the 
censure  contained  in  these  proceedines  was  levelled 
as  much  against  him  as  any  brancn  of  the  Oor- 
emment,  as  he  did  not  believe  the  subscribers  had 
latterly  approved  of  his  conduct,  on  account  of 
his  having  voted  in  faror  of  tome  establishmenta 
which  they  condemn.  He  was  farther  led  to  su[>-  . 
pose  this  from  the  proceeding  having  been  tent 
to  him  nnder  a  blank  cover.  Mr.  P.  again  ursed 
the  propriety  of  referring  this  p^per.  Much  had 
been  said  about  the  indehcaey  of  expression  used 
in  this  address;  it  was  his  opinion  tnat  a  memo- 
rial which  he  held  in  his  hand  from  Falmouth, 
in  Mastaehtiseits,  which  was  some  days  ago  r»- 
ecived  without  t^position^was  equally  objection- 
able in  this  respect.  Mr.  P.  read  an  extract  from 
it,  in  wiich  the  addressers  sty,  that  "  they  behold 
with  disapprobation  and  surprise  the  Message  of 
the  President,  which  says,  that  he  hu  taken  oS 
the  restriction,  which  they  think  was  laid  in  wi»- 
dom  by  the  late  Ptesideat,  for  preventing  the 
arming  of  merchant  vetsels,  and  which  they 
think  now  more  necesMiry  than  when  it  vrat  at 
first  laid." 
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Mr.  Thatchsb  was  opposed  to  a  reference  of 
this  address.  He  acknowledged  the  ri^ht  which 
the  people  bad  to  petitioD ;  Dui  went  into  some 
tengthjr  obserTatioDs  lo  prove  that  ihejr  Repre- 
lenlatiTea  had  not  given  up  all  iheir  rights  by  ac- 
cepting a  seat  in  Congress,  and  that  it  was  not 
light  lor  them  to  ait  to  oe  inaulted,  without  sbow- 
tng  &  disapprobation  of  the  insult. 

Mr.  Bbeht  said,  it  had  been  admitted  by  the 
gentleman  from  PeonsylrHnia,  (Mr.  Sitobbateb,) 
that  if  the  subject-matter  of  the  address  before  the 
House  had  been  decently  expressed,  no  objection 
would  hare  been  made  to  it  on  account  of  the 
'opinions  which  it  contained;  other  gentlemen, 
however,  bad  thought  it  was  a  libel  on  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  ought  not  on  that  account  to  be  ad- 
uiited. 

Mr.  B.  went  through  the  different  parts  of  the 
address,  and  said  he  saw  no  way  in  which  the 
opinions  contained  in  it  could  have  been  expressed 
in  language  less  objectionable  than  that  io  which 
Uiey  appeared. 

But  it  was  said  by  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina,  (Mr.  Rittleimib,)  and  by  others,  that 
this  address  was  a  libel  on  OoTernment.  He  saw 
nothing  of  the  kind  in  it.  Could  not  there  be 
persona  high  in  authority,  but  such  as  were  in  the 
administration  ol  the  Federal  Oovemment?  Nei- 
ther the  Qoreromeni  Qor  the  AdmiDisiiation  are 
■centioned ;  nor  could  af  y  one  say  whether,  by 
persons  high  in  authority,  they  meant  to  refer  to 
the  Executive  or  to  members  of  the  Legislature. 
It  might  even  allude  to  persons  in  the  Judicial,  or 
some  other  department  of  GoTemment.  But  ad- 
mitting that  these  per^oita  meant  to  say  that  any 
branch  of  this  Government  bad  endeavored  lo 
give  a  false  coloring  to  the  late  despatches,  and  by 
uiat  means  to  involve  us  in  war — if  this  was  their 
opinioD.  thev  have  the  same  right  to  express  it 
that  otters  have  to  pass  their  enlogiums  on  the 
conduct  of  the  President — it  is  a  right  which  is 
guarantied  to  them  by  the  Constitution,  and  of 
which  they  cannot  therefore  be  deprived. 

But  it  had  been  said  that  this  address  reflected 
a)»n  the  condnci  of  our  Commisaioners — men 
whom  we  are  told  may,  at  this  moment,  have  b^ 
come  victims  of  their  patriotism.  Here  gentle- 
men suffered  their  zeal  to  carry  them  beyond  the 
bvih,  as  not  a  word  can  be  foimd  in  this  address 
which  has  the  least  reference  to  our  Commission- 
ers, What  was  said  respecting  the  despatches, 
had  no  connexion  with  the  Envoys  themselves. 
Hr.  B.  thought  the  rule  laid  down  by  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina  was  a  proper  one ;  he 
believed  the  House  ought  to  receive  all  petitions, 
except  extremely  indecent  and  improper,  or  none. 
He  trusted  he  bad  shown  that,  independent  of  the 
matter,  there  was  nothing  exceptionable  in  this 
address,  and  he  hoped,  therefore,  no  further  ob- 
jection would  be  made  to  its  reference. 

Mr.  Hartley  wan  opposed  to  the  reference  of 
Ais  petition.  He  thoueht  it  a  novel  prooeeding 
for  a  company  of  grenadiers  to  meet  at  400  miles 
distance,  and  the  captain  and  lieutenant  should 
send  on  an  address  reprdbatiiu;  the  measures  of 
GovemmenL    He  was  opposed  to  the  reference 


of  the  address  from  the  members  of  the  Legisla- 
ture of  this  State,  when  it  was  presented,  because 
he  did  not  desire  to  give  counienanSe  to  persona 
who  wished  to  show  their  dissatisfaction  with  the 
measures  of  our  own  Government,  and  an  attach- 
ment to  the  French.  Indeed  such  is  the  change 
of  opinioD  which  has  taken  place  in  this  cotmny 
on  this  subject,  that  one  of  the  members  who 
signed  that  address  has  signed  another  from  Bucki 
county  Hpprobatorjr  of  the  measures  of  the  B^U- 
tive.  It  was-  nothing  uucomimon  to  let  petitions 
lie  upon  the  table,  and  he  hoped  this  address 
would  have  the  same  fate  with  that  from  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Pennsylvania  Legislature. 

Mr.  Dana  was  unwilling  to  take  any  part  in 
this  debata  and  would  not  have  done  it,  but  foe 
what  had  lalleu  from  the  gentleman  from  FeDn- 
sylrania.  (Mr.  Qali.atin.)  He  had  reprobated 
the  apposition  made  to  this  reference  as  arising 
from  an  opposition  to  opinion,  and  addttced  two 
instances  to  support  his  assertion ;  the  one  a  me- 
morial from  members  of  the  Pennsylvania  Legis- 
lature, the  other  of  an  address  from  Massaclm- 
setts.  The  first  he  recollected  his  colleague  ob- 
jected to  on  the  ground  of  the  persons  having 
addressed  the  House  in  their  L^iislative  character; 
but  DO  question  was  ever  taken  upon  iL  With 
respect  to  the  address  from  Massachusetts,  on 
hearing  it  read,  he  himself  ex|»«s8ed  an  apinioa 
that  it  was  written  in  improper  language,  and  re- 
quested it  might  lie  ufMn  the  table  till  next  Aa.j ; 
but  the  question  was  immediately  taken  upon  it 
for  a  reference,  and  carried.  He  aherwards  exam- 
ined the  address,  and  found  that  if  be  had  heaid 
it  dbtinctty  he  should  not  have  opposed  the  refer- 
ence, though  he  disapproved  of  its  sentiments.  But 
the  gentlemau  from  Pennsylvania  says  Congresi 
is  undertaking  lo  force  these  petitioners  to  give 
up  an  opinion.  It  was  astonishing  that  men  who 
know  the  use  of  language  should  so  distort  the 
meaning  of  words.  When  the  House  says  it  will 
not  take  this  address  into  consideration ;  that  they 
will  not  examine  a  libel  upon  themselves,  nor  be 
the  vehicle  of  iheir  own  calumny,  was  this  using 
force?  This  address,  Mr.  D.  said,  does  not  spedc 
□f  the  general  tendency  of  measures,  but  char^ 
men  high  in  authority  with  faithlessness,  with 
putting  false  constructions  upon  despatches  for  the 
purpose  of  involving  the  country  iu  war  with 
France,  and  in  order  lo  produce  an  alliance  with 
Great  Britain.  Languaf^e  has  no  meaning,  if  this 
be  not  the  purport  ol  this  address;  and  were  the 
House  to  sit  and  determine  whether  these  charges 
are  true  or  false?  Where  is  the  man  who  wanta 
testimony  on  this  head  1  Which  of  us,  said  he, 
wants  testimony  to  prove  himself  a  tTaitor,or  other- 
wise 1  Yet  this  is  insinuated  to  be  a  duty.  Let 
those  who  choose  it,  deliberate  on  such  matter; 
he  himself  could  not  consent  to  it. 

Mr.  R.  Williams  wondered  that  thesentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  StTOUAvEs)  should  have 
thought  It  necessary  lo  press  a  discussion  of  this 
kind  upon  the  House  at  this  late  period  of  the 
session.  As  the  memorial  from  Massachusetts,  aa 
extractuf  which  tbey  had  heard -read,  had  been 
rfiferred,  he  coold  see  no  reuon  why  this  should 
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DOt  be  refetTed.  All  the  difference  he  saw  between 
dtem  was,  (hat  this  deals  in  geDeral  teim«,  and 
tbat  froni  Mauachusetts  expressly  charges  the 
Presideot  with  impropeT  conduct.  It  is  true  this 
goes  on  to  pass  a  libel  upon  the  British  OoTerQ- 
ment,  white  that  from  Massachasetts  does  oot. 
Why,  tbeD,  are  not  both  treated  alike  1  Does  the 
circo  ins  lance  of  one  being  from  an  Eastero,  and 
the  other  from  m  Southero  State,  make  any  differ- 
ence? Gentlemen  otighi  to  consider,  especially 
those  who  talk  so  moctt  about  the  people  being 
aoited.  and  rallying  round  the  staoaard  of  Got- 
ernment,  what  ibis  ted  to.  Did  it  tend  to  produce 
lh«t  Qnanimity  which  all  must  wish  to  see  ?  No, 
it  tended  to  widen  the  breach,  and  to  show  to 
people  in  one  part  ot  the  conntry  that  they  were 
not  to  be  treated  in  the  same  way  with  otfaei      " 


dress  them  in  a  difierent  way ;  and  yei  the  objec- 
tions to  the  present  address  must  be  to  the  senti- 
ments which  it  contains,  for  he  was  of  opinion, 
with  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Brent.) 
that  citizens  could  not  use  language  more  proper 
to  convey  the  same  sentiments.  This  opposition 
went  to  show  that  addresses  might  he  expressed 
in  as  strong  terms  as  conld  be  used,  if  on  the  right 
nde ;  but,  if  not  on  that  side^  the  petitioners  must 
*  "     ------J  indeed  in  the  choice  of  their 


Hr.  W.  could  not  help  remarking  upon  what 
was  said  on  the  subject  of  party.  Party,  he  said, 
was  created  in  that  House,  where  it  ought  to  be 
checked.  The  citizens  of  this  country  are  not  so 
divided  as  gentlemen  suppose.  Here  it  is  first 
started,  and  ne  was  jtertuaded  that  the  people  of 
this  country  look  with  Bstootshmeni  at  the  divi- 
dons  which  take  place  here,  and  of  what  was  said 
abont  their  being  divided.  He  did  not  see  how 
gentlemen  conla  apply  what  was  said  i^  the  me- 
morial, of  persons  high  in  office,  to  any  (mrtieDlar 
members  of  this  House,  or  to  any  particular  per- 
sons in  the  Government,  There  was  no  way  of 
doing  it  bnt  by  conjecture.  There  may  be  men 
high  in  office  under  the  State  Government^  who 
are  the  persons  alluded  to.  At  any  rate  :t  was 
wrong  where  more  than  one  construction  could 
be  put  upon  a  pg^rof  this  kind,  (o  put  that  upon 
it  w4iich  wouU  operate  most  unfavorably  upon 
the  subscribers. 

Mr.  W.  concluded  with  saying  he  did  not  ap- 
prove of  all  the  sentiments  contained  in  the 
address;  bnt,as  he  bad  before  said,  he  did  not  know 
how  the  same  sentiments  could  have  been  ei- 
inetsed  better.  His  feelings  had  been  frsquently 
nnrt  by  sentimeDts  sent  to  tnis  House  in  addresses, 
bnt  as  he  believed  to  attempt  to  remedy  the  evil 
would  int  rod  nee  a  greater,  ne  was  content  to  let 
the  business  stand  as  it  does.  He  hi^d  the  ad- 
dre«s. would  be  referred. 

Mr.  BaooES  said  that,  notwithstanding  a  great 
deal  of  time  had  been  expended  on  this  subject, 
he  must  beg  to  add  a  few  words.  Gentlemen  in 
fiivor  of  this  motion  seemed  not  to  distinguish 


tmi  otheK.    A  piniUel  h 


this  address  and  one  from  Massachusetts.  Mr.B. 
showed  wherein  ihejr  essentially  differed. 

Much  had  been  said  about  a  toss  of  time.  This, 
he  said,  was  a  state  argument.  If  this  address  was 
suffered  to  be  referred,  nothing  could  be  so  gross 
and  scandalons  but  it  might  be  received.  He  did 
not  expect,  above  all  other  members,  tbat  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Harper)  would 
have  com|dained  of  a  waste  of  time.  That  gen~ 
tleman,  heretofore  so  sensibly  alive  to  character, 
had  to-day  astonished  him. 

Mr.  B.  ridiculed  the  idea  that  by  persons  high 
in  office,  could  be  meant  any  persons  in  the  State 
Governments,  or  in  the  Judiciary.  It  was  written 
so  plain,  he  said,  "  that  he  who  runs  may  read." 
It  was  clear  that  these  addressers  mean  to  cast  a 
censure  upon  the  Executive^  our  Commissioners, 
and  both  Houses  of  the  Legislature,  in  respect  to 
the  despatches  alluded  to. 

Mr.  Gallatin  proceeded  to  notice  the  objec- 
tions which  bad  been  made  to  a  reference  of  tht* 
address.  His  eotleaifue  (Mr.  Sitokbaves)  said  it 
was  misrepresentaiion  to  say  that  gentlemen  were 
opposed  to  the  reference  of  this  address  on  the 
ground  of  its  advocating  opinions  in  opposition  to 
those  which  they  entertained,  as  it  vras  merely 
on  account  of  the  mdeeency  of  itslanguage;  and.  in 
order  to  showthe  indecency  of  language  of  which 
he  spoke,  he  laid  his  arguments  against  the  sub- 
ject-matter of  the  address.  Another  gentleman 
objected  against  it  because  it  asks  for  nothing. 
He  believed  it  asked  for  much  the  same  as  all  the 
addresees  which  were  daily  received,  containing 
pledges  of  lives,  fortunes,  &c.,  in  support  of  Gov- 
ernment. The  gentleman  from  Connecticut  ob- 
jected to  a  reference  because  it  was  seditions, 
slanderons,  and  calculated  to  disturb  the  Govern- 
ment. He  did  not  know  what  was  the  precise 
meaning  of  these  words,  and  he  believed  not  twa 
gentlemen  on  this  floor  could  agree  as  to  their  ap- 
plication to  any  special  case.  A  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  (Mr,  RnrLEDOB)  objects  to  the 
reference  because  the  address  casts  blame  upon 
our  Commissioners,  and  may  involve  them  in 
difficulty.  He  did  not  believe  there  was  anything 
in  the  proceedings,  in  question  which  could  be 
supposed  to  have  relation  to  our  Commissioners. - 
No  ides  of  the  despatches  having  been  fabricated 
was  to  be  found  in  that  address.  The  only  idea 
on  this  subject  was  a  doubt  whether  the  conver- 
sations of  5,  Y,  and  Z,  were  aoihorized  by  the 
French  Government ;  but  not  a  word  was  said  on 


On  the  contrary, 
tbey  say  they  drew  their  conclusions  from  the 
face  of  tlie  despatches  themselves.  Other  gen tle~ 
men  lay  tbeir  stress  of  objection  against  tne  ad- 
dress, because  it  arraigns  the  motives  of  Govern- 
ment. All  agreed  that  it  ought  not  to  be  referred, 
but  gentlemen  gave  so  many,  so  different,  so  con- 
tradictory, reasons  for  their  opinion,  that  it  was 
impossible  for  themselves  to  define  what  kind  of 
petitions  they  would  permit,  and  what  they  would 

But  of  all  the  reasons  which  he  had  heard  its- 
signed  against  the  reference,  the  one  given  by  ikc 
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Sentlemaa  from  Mauachusetts  (Mr.  Otis)  was 
le  moat  lingular.  It  was  that,  if  this  address  was 
referred,  it  might  confirm  ao  idea  thai  we  are  of 
opiDJOD  that  a  great  part  of  the  conversation  held 
vith  our  CommissioaeiB  by  X,  Y,  and  Z,  were 
oot  authorized  by  the  French  GoTernment.  And 
if  ibis  should  be  the  case,  what  does  that  gentle- 
pian  suwose  will  be  the  result  7  The  great  dan- 
ger to  be  apprehended  from  this  is,  that  the 
llxBCUtire  Directory  will  disatrow  the  conduct  of 
its  agents.  As  to  himself  h«  should  not  consider 
■ucli  a  disavowal  as  a  misfortane.  He  wished 
they  might  dismiss  their  Ministers  as  corrupt,  and 
prove  themselves  not  to  be  so.  It  was  very  im- 
material to  this  country  whether  the  Diieclory 
were  corrupt  or  not,  whether  they  were  implicated 
iu  X  and  Y's  business  or  not ;  outfit  is  of  great 


ceedings.  He  hardly  could  have  believed  that  any 
gentleman  should  have  thought  it  a  misfortune  to 
this  country,  that  the  French  Government  should 
say  ihey  do  oot  waat  money  from  us,  but  that 
they  are  ready  to  treat  upon  reasooable  terms,  un- 
less, indeed,  they  conceived  an  accommodation 
with  France  to  be  an  unfavorable  event.  But,  he 
believed,  nothing  that  Congress  could  do  now 
could  produce  any  such  effect,  as,  before  thej  could 
learn  what  wan  now  done,  they  would  be  inform- 
ed of  the  publication  of  the  despatches.  He  hoped 
the  proct-edings  of  these  agants  would  be  diiia- 
Towed.  If  he  were  to  express  an  opinion  upon  the 
Bubject,  he  would  say,  that  he  did  not  believe  the 
proposition  respecting  a  loan  of  money  would  be 
disavowed;  but,  he  believed,  the  Directory  would 
disavow  all  that  related  to  aoucettr*.  But  if  any 
means  which  Congress  could  take  would  lead 
them  to  disavow  the  whole,  if  to  refer  this  peti- 
tiwt  could  contribute  to  produce  that  effect,  it 
would,  with  him,  aud  he  trusted  with  the  House, 
be  an  additional  reason  to  vote  in  favor  of  the 
leferepce. 

Mr.  Kdtledqe  wished  to  add  a  few  words,  witb 
respect  to  the  document  from  the  State  of  Ma«sa- 
chiueltSj  which  bad  been  introduced  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  North  CaroLoa,  as  equally  indecent 
with  the  proceedings  whose  Tefereoce  wee  now  ob 
jected  against.  When  the  gentleman  read  it,  hi 
MW  notoing  in  it  analogous  to  the  present  case 
He  therelore  supposed  the  gentlemaa  had  omitted 
the  part  which  was  in  pointy  and  he  had  himself 
Mcourse  to  the  paper.  This  address,  it  is  true, 
calls  in  question  the  propriety  of  an  order  of  thi 
Executive ;  but  there  was  no  impeachment  of  hii 
integrity,  and  it  could  not  be  said  that  it  was  inde- 
cent or  improper  to  disapprove  c^  any  act  of  the 
Executive.  There  was  nothing,  therefore,  to  jus- 
tify the  comparison,  since  the  Massachusetts  ad- 
dress merdy  says,  that  the  addressers  looked  upon 
the  order  to  restrict  the  arming  of  merchant  vee- 
teU  as  ^wise  measure,  and  the  repeal  of  that  or- 
der as  unwise.  But  the  proceedings  dow  before 
the  House,  charge  the  Government  with  duplici- 
ty ;  with  having  given  a  Mae  cotoiinc  to  the  late 
despatches  of  our  Envoys.  And  why  are  they 
«ua  to  have  done  thisl    In  order  to  widen  the 


breach  between  tbi*  Governmeot  and  the  Preach 
Republic.  They  say  that  persons  high  in  author> 
ity  have  done  this.  But  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina  says,  they  have  named  no  panoo. 
But  had  men  a  right  to  send  abroad  such  abuse  >■ 
this,  where  everv  one  must  know  who  is  meaai, 
as  well  as  if  the  charge  was  direct  ?  Ceriai&tjr 
they  had  not. 

Mr.  R.  said,  if  it  could  be  shown  that  anything 
equally  indecent  with  this  was  ever  received  by 
the  House,  he  would  not  object  to  the  referring  of 
this  paper ;  but,  until  this  was  done,  he  must  per- 
sist in  objecting  to  receive  what  appeared  to  dim 

be  drawn  up  with  a  studied  eooiempt  for  Qov- 


A  loud  call  for  the  question. 

Mr.  Ai-LBN  said,  he  would  just  state,  before  iIm 
question  was  taken,  that  the  reason  whick  led  him 
to  object  to  a  reference  of  the  memorial  of  the 
members  o(  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania  on 
a  former  occasion  was^  because  it  purported  to 
come  from  members  of  a  Legislature,  though  k 
was  signed  by  them  after  the  eeesion  was  brtt- 
ken  up. 

Mr.  Gallatin  said,  the  gentleman  was  wholly 

iataken,  for  the  memorial  was  signed  whilst  tke 
House  was  in  session. 

The  question  for  referring  the  proceedings  wai 
then  taken,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative — yeu 
46,  nays  43,  as'  follows : 

YiAB — Abraham  Baldwin,  David  Bud,  Lemuel 
Benton,  Thomia  Blount,  Richard  Brent,  Nathan  Brv- 
an,  DiniHy  Burgea,  Thomas  Clubome,  WiUiam  O. 
C.  Clsibome,  John  Glopton,  Tbomu  T.  Davis,  JcAn 
DawMn,  Oearge  Dent,  Lucas  Elmendarph,  Williaia 
Findley,  John  Fowler,  Albert  OelUtIn,  Jamee  OillenM, 
Andrew  Gngg,  William  Barry  Orave,  J^m  A.  Han- 
oa,  Robert  Ooodloe  Harper,  Cuter  B.  Baniam,  Jana- 
thso  N.  Havens,  Joaepb  Heiiter,  Darid  Holmes,  Wal- 
ler Jooe*,  Matthew  Locke,  Matthew  Lyon,  Nattnniei 
Macon,  Blsir  MeCluiachan,  Joae^  McDowell,  John 
Milledge,  Anthony  New,  Joush  Pufcei,  TonipwMi  J. 
Skinoei,  William  Smith,  Bichard  %rigg,  ir„  fiichard 
Staofoid,  TbomA*  Sumter,  Abram  Tiigg,  John  Trigg, 
Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  JiMepb  B.  Vamnm,  Abraham 
Venable,  and  Kobert  WilUuns. 

Niis— J(^m  Allen,  Gmrga  Beer,  Jr.,  Bailer  Bait- 
lett,  James  A.  Btyaid,  David  Brookm,  9(e[dten  BnUod^ 
CbHslopher  O.  Champlin,  Joho  l^bapman,  jpehtta 
Coit,  WilUuu  Craik,  Suaual  W.  Miu,  John  Don- 
nil,  WiUiuD  Bdmond,  Tbomu  Evans,  Abiel  FoeUr, 
Dwight  Foster,  Jonalhui  Freeman,  Henry  Glen,ChBQn. 
cey  Goodrich,  Bogar  Griswold,  Tbomiis  Haitley,  WID- 
isjn  Hindmui,  Bezekiah  L.  Hosmer,  James  H.  Imlay, 
Sunuel  Lyman,  Junes  Machir,  William  Matthewi, 
Daniel  Morgan,  Lewis  H.  Morris,  HaniMD  G.  Otti, 
John  Beed,  John  Hutledge,  Jan.,  Jtmee  Sehoreman, 
Bamuel  Sewall,  WiUiam  Sheivrd.  Thomu  Siiutiekaaa, 
Santud  SitgreaTca,  Nathaniel  Smith,  George  Thatch- 
er, Thomas  Tillmgbaat,  Job)  E.  Van  Alen,  Pcteg 
Wadeworth,  and  John  WiUiaDn. 
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of  Commerce  and  the  Defence  of  the  Countiy,  in 
jtlace  of  Mr,  Pinckhey. 

ALIENS. 

Mr.  Sevall  said,  the  Committee  for  the  Pratec- 
tioa  of  Commerce  and  Defence  of  the  Country,  to 
whom  it  was  referred  to  inquire  into  what  mea- 
sures would  be  proper  to  be  laliea  respectiog  aliens, 
trere  of  opinioa  their  instructions  did  not  go  to  a 
sufficient  extent,  and  directed  him  to  propose  to 
the  House  the  following  resolution  for  adoption: 

"  Rt»oic«i,  Tbkt  tlu  oDmmiUM  on  th&t  put  of  the 
Pmident'B  Spaad)  which  nlatei  to  commarce  uid  the 
dtfeoce  of  the  connttj,  be  uithoiued  to  cousidBT  the 
danger  which  pay  raaiill  by  dmuu  of  alieiw  »nd  other 
dinncted  or  •editioiu  penoni  naiding  within  the  T'nj- 
tad  State*,  and  what  tneafDres  ought  to  be  taken  for 
■ecuring,  removing,  or  otberwiae  reatricting  aucb  per- 
aona,  and  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwiie." 

Ordsred  to  lie  on  the  table. 

PB0V18I0NAL  ARMY. 

The  House  having  again  [esolred  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Uni- 
OD,  on  the  hill  to  raise  a  provisional  army  ;  and 
the  question  for  striking  out  the  third  section  be- 
in  k  resumed, 

Mr.  Gali^tin  said,  thin  section  contemplated 
giving  to  the  President-  the  power  of  admitting 
men  into  military  service,  under  the  name  of  vol- 
imteer  corps,  who  ace  liable  to  be  called  upon  to  do 
military  duty  at  any  time  which  the  President  shall 
think  proper,  after  they  shall  have  offered,  and  he 
has  accepted  of  their  !<ervice.  Upon  the  first  con- 
sideration of  this  seclioo.  an  objection  was  made, 
on  Constitutional  ground,  to  this  mode  of  raising 
soldiers,  supposing  ihey  were  to  be  considered  as 
militia.  To  this  it  was  answered,  that  these  vol- 
noteers  were  not  to  be  considered  as  militia,  hut 
as  making  a  part  of  the  Army  of  the  United 
States. 

It  appeared  to  him  difficult  precisely  to  deline- 
ate and  define  what  kind  of  corps  this  is  to  be.  In 
some  respects  il  will  be  similar  to  the  militia ;  in 
some  respects  to  the  regular  Army  of  the  United 
Stat^and  again  distinguishable  from  both.  They 
are,  in  some  degree,  similar  to  the  militia,  inas- 
much as  ibey  are  to  remain  at  home,  except  upon 
special  calls  of  the  President  lo  do  duty.  The 
volunteers,  when  called  into  actual  service,  and 
whilst  remaining  in  it,  are  to  be  under  the  same 
rules,  and  eniiUed  to  the  same  pay  and  emol- 
uments as  the  other  troops.  The  militia  are,  like 
these  volunteers,  subject  to  the  same  rules  and 
regulations,  and  to  the  same  pay  and  emolu- 
ments with  the  Army  of  the  United  Slates;  and, 
like  these  volunteers,  when  not  called  into  ser- 
vice, are  not  subject  to  the  rules  and  regulations 
of  the  Army,  nor  entitled  lo  their  pay  and  emoki- 
laents.  In  these  particulars,  therefore,  this  corps 
very  much  resembles  the  militia. 

In  other  respects,  these  volunteers  very  much 
resemble  the  Army  of  the  United  Btates ;  inas- 
much as  they  are  to  be  enlisted  (not  properly  so 
by  name,  but  in  a  way  equally  efE^tual,  by  giv- 
ing iheji  consent  to  serve,)  they  are  a^  to  be 


considered  as  making  part  of  the  Army,  though 
remaining  at  home  ;  they  are,  also,  like  the  Army, 
inasmuch  as  their  officers  are  not  appointed  by 
themselves,  or  by  the  individual  Sutes,  as  in  the 
miliua,  but  by  the  President  of  the  United  Stales; 
and,  inasmuch,  that  they  will  be  Qbliged  to  do 
duty  for  the  whole  two  years,  if  required,  whilst 
ihe  militia  do  duty  by  rotation,  according  to  regu- 
lations provided  for  the  purpose.  Seeing,  there- 
fore, that  these  rolunleers  are,  in  some  respects, 
like  tlie  militia,  and  in  others,  like  the  regulars,  it 
was  not  lo  be  wondered  at  that  a  Coastitutional 
objection  should  have  arisen.  The  Constitution 
does  not  recognise  more  than  two  descriptions  of 
troops,  viz:  armv  and  militia.  The  army  pro- 
posed to  be  raisetl  hy  means  of  these  volunteers  u 
of  a  kind  not  known  in  the  Constitution,  but 
seems  to  be  of  a  description  about  half  way  be- 
tween a  regular  standing  army  and  a  militia.  If 
the  princijile  proposed  lo  be  adopted  in  this  sec- 
tion be  admitted,  the  consequence  may  be.  ibat  all 
the  regulations  provided  in  the  Constitution  for 
securing  a  good  militia  oiay  be  evaded,  and  the 
whole  of  the  militia  be  turned  into  a  kind  of 


more  favorable  in  their  effects  than  those  pro- 
vided for  the  mUilia,  and  i(  is  more  advantageous 
to  a  man  to  belong  to  a  volunteer  corps  than  to 
the  militia,  citizens  would  generally  leave  the 
militia,  and  arrange  themselves  under  the  head  of 
volunteera.  Il  is  true,  there  are  some  provisions 
in  this  section  which  may  have  a  tendency  to  pre- 
vent this  ;  buij  on  the  other  hand,  there  are  some 
provisions  which  would  encourage  them  to  do  it. 
For  instance,  the  clause  which  directs  that  these 
volunteers  shall  only  be  employed  in  their  own,  or 
an  adjoining  Stale,  i!>  an  advantage,  as  the  militia, 
whilst  in  service,  can  be  called  anywhere,  as  ordi- 
nary regular  (roops.  The  objections,  therefore, 
agamsi  raising  volunteera  are,  that  it  will  have  a 
tendency  to  destroy  the  militia,  and  convert  tha 
whole  (H  it  into  an  army,  thereby  transferring 
the  power  of  appointing  the  officers  from  the 
individual  Stales  lo  the  President  of  the  United 
States. 

Waiving,  however,  the  Coasliiutional  abjec- 
tion, he  would  make  a  few  remarks  on  (heeipedi- 
ency  of  the  measure.  It  appeared  to  him.  on  the 
one  hand,  that  the  advantages  contemplated  by 
this  clause,  will  not  be  obtained,  and  on  the  other, 
that  great  mconveniencies  would  arise  from  carry- 
ing it  into  effect ;  he  believed,  also,  ihe  advantagea 
might  he  obtained  without  having  recourse  to  this 
provision.  If  the  real  intention  of  the  bill  is  only 
to  induce  a  number  of  young  men  to  make  a 
tender  of  their  services  as  volunteers  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  United  Stales,  he  believed  the  provis- 
'ons  already  existing  in  the  militia  law  are  suffi- 
ienl  10  effect  the  object.  By  that  law  it  is  pro- 
ided  that  a  certain  number  of  volunteer  corps 
nay  be  attached  to  each  battalion  of  the  militia ; 
ndif  a  number  of  young  men  wish  to  make  a 
voluntary  tender  of  their  service,  he  saw  no  diffi- 
culty in  their  doing  it  as  a  part  of  the  militia  of 
the  United  Slates.    As  far  as  respects  the  StMe 
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erf  Pennsylvania,  several  of  the  battalioDs,  which 
ue  enlitled  by  law  to  have  Vight  iofanlry  or  rifle- 
men ■iiBched  to  them,  have  inem  not  at  present. 
And  he  belieyed  scarcdy  any  of  the  light  infantry 
Tolunteer  corpa,  or  troops  of  horse  of  this  ciiy, 
have  KOt  their  full  complement  of  men ;  there 
eould  be  no  difficulty,  therefore,  in  yoan^  men 
making  ibemselves  volunteers,  either  by  establish- 
ing new  corps  of  militia  or  by  joining  such  as  are 
at  present  on  foot.  How  far  the  deficiency  ia  re- 
spect to  these  voluntary  corpn  might  exist  in  other 
parts  of  the  Union,  be  could  not  say ;  but  he  re- 
eoUected  that  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina. 
(Mr.  Habpbr,)  when  speakinff  on  a  subject  in 
Bottle  degree  connected  with  tnis,  had  said  that, 
though  there  appeared  to  he  many  troops  of  horse 
to  the  Southward,  they  rather  existed  on  paper 
than  otherwise.  He  supposed,  therefore,  that  there 
traa  a  good  opening  for  volunteer  young  men  in 
that  quarter.  Besides,  the  law  of  last  sesiioD  oi^ 
derinff  a  deiacbment  of  80,000  militia,  provides 
that  tLe  President  shall  have  the  power  of  accept- 
ing of  any  volunteer  corps  of  militia  wtio  shall 
oner  their  service.  He  did  not  see,  therefore, 
any  advantage  lo  be  derived  to  the  defence  of 
the  country,  by  meani  of  this  clause,  which 
eould  not  be  obtained  by  means  of  the  lawi  alrea- 
dy existing. 

The  committee  were  told,  the  other  day,  that, 
by  virtue  of  this  bill,  a  number  of  volunteer  corps 
would  be  raised,  who  would  associate  themselves 
for  the  purpose  of  learning  the  military  art,  which 
would  be  01  neat  service  to  the  Union.  He  saw 
nothing  of  this  sort  in  this  bill  which  was  not 
common  to  all  the  militia.  It  would,  therefore, 
be  a  matter  of  choice,  and  it  was  the  same  with  all 
those  companies  of  militia  of  which  he  had  spoken, 
the  light  infantry  companies,  and  troops  of  horse 
belonging  lo  the  militia  having  uniformly  taken 
more  pains  than  the  other  companies  of  the  mili- 
tia to  make  themselves  masters  of  the  military 
discipline.  It  was  said  also,  at  the  same  time^that 
these  corps  were  to  nominate  their  own  oracers, 
and  that  they  would  receive  their  commissions 
from  the  President.  He  did  not  understand  this 
from  the  bill ;  it  contains  no  provision  of  the  kind, 
and  if  it  did  such  provision  would  be  unconstitu- 
tional. The  bill  says,  the  officers  of  these  volun- 
teer corps  shall  be  appointed  by  the  President,  and 
the  Constitntion  directs  that  ihe  President  or  heads 
of  department  shall  appoint  all  officers  whose  ap- 
pointment is  not  otherwise  provided  by  the  Con- 
atitntion.  If  these  young  nlen  were  to  enrol  them- 
•elves  as  a  part  of  the  militia,  they  would  ihen  in 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania  have  the  choice  of  their 
own  officers  by  law,  but,  accordina'  to  the  propos- 
ed establishment,  they  cannot  do  this.  They  may 
recommend  a  person  as  an  officer,  but  this  could 
not  be  called  a  nomination  of  an  officer. 

But  be  believed  serious  objections  might  be 
found  to  this  provision  on  the  ground  of  expedi- 
ency. What  is  to  be  ihe  organization  of  these 
eorpsi  They  are  to  be  distinct  from  the  militia. 
Il  ia  not  proposed  that  they  should  individually 
mlbt,  but  form  themselves  into  associations, 
which  would  be  literally  military  a*80ciations,anii 


military  associations  to  last  for  two  years.  To 
consist  of  whom 'I  Of  those  persons,  who,  from 
their  situation  in  life,  are  able  to  arm,  clothe,  and 
equip  themselves  at  their  awn  expense.  It  waa, 
therefore,  an  exclusive  privilege  to  a  certain  clan 
of  men  (young  merchants,  lawyers,  and  others,) 
who  are  possessed  of  more  wealth  than  iheir  poor- 
er neighbors,  to  form  a  military  association.  And 
for  what  purpose?    They  are  liable  to  be  called 
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gether  at  bis  disposiDon.  Here,  then,  is  an  asso- 
ciatinn  of  men  authorized  bylaw,  a  military  asso- 
ciation, and  when  thus  organized,  to  be  put  within 
the  power  of  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
to  be  called  into  action,  whenever  he  pleases  ;  for 
there  is  no  limitation  in  this  clause,  as  in  the  case 
of  the  provisional  army,  that  those  men  shall  be 
called  into  service  in  case  of  war.  invasion,  or  im- 
minent danger  of  invasion  ;  bat  toe  President  may 
accept  of  their  services  at  any  time.  There  is  no 
limitation,  except  that  which  is  upon  the  duration 
of  the  law.  The  President  is  also  to  accept  whom, 
and  reject  whom  he  pleases.  So  that  if  there  be 
evils  to  be  apprehended  from  the  existence  of  a 
standing  army,  if  there  was  at  any  time  ground 
of  alarm  from  establishments  of  this  kind  endan- 
^ing  (he  existence  of  public  liberty,  it  would  be 
impossible  to  form  a  standing  army  more  danger- 
ous than  this.  Here  are  men  who,  in  the  first  plac^ 
are  to  associate  themselves,  not  here  andthere,  nor 
taken  indiscriminately,  but  men  of  a  peculiar  cast, 
who  are  to  associate  tnemielves  under  the  Presi- 
dent, and  to  be  called  upon  to  do  duty  by  bim.  It 
need  not  be  said  that  no  danger  is  to  be  appre- 
hended from  the  President's  abusing  this  power  j 
and  that  we  ought  lo  have  no  confidence  in  him ; 
for,  if  a  majority  of  this  House  are  ready  to  say 
that  no  danger  is  to  be  apprehended  from  estab- 
lishments of  this  kind,  and  that  standing  armies 
are  never  abused — who  have  discarded  all  those 
principles  favorable  lo  liberty  which  heretofore 
actuated  the  councils  of  this  country — no  argu- 
ments which  he  could  make  use  of  would  have 
any  effect  upon  their  minds.  But  he  look  it  for 
Eranted  that  standing  armies  were  considered  as  a 
dangerous  weapon,  and  ought  to  be  guarded 
agamst.  It  wa^  from  this  conviclion,  that  he 
thought  it  unnecessary  to  say  anything  on  the 
danger  of  encouraging  these  establishments;  and 
if  that  principle  was  admitted,  be  would  say  that 
the  army  now  proposed,  would  bea  standing  army 
of  the  worst  kind,  as  the  men  are  to  cost  nothing, 
except  when  in  service,  and  they  are  unlimited 
in  their  number.  He  knew  it  was  not  in  our  power 
(our  revenues  not  being  sufficient  for  it)  to  raisea 
standing  army  in  the  ordinary  way,  lai^  enougb 
to  prove  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  ihe  country ; 
blit  the  manner  in  which  this  force  is  proposed  to 
be  raised,  removes  the  great  security  which  we 
"  should  have  from  our  inability  to  pay  a 


which  ffentlemen  promised  themselves  would  re- 
sult to  toe  defence  of  the  conniry  from  the  service 
of  these  young  men.    For,  who  are  the  men  who 
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ue  to  form  Iheie  corps'?  They  are  meo  whocan 
afford  to  arm,  clothe,  and  equip  ihemBdveB;  and 
could  it  be  expected,  Mr.  G.  asked,  that  young 
men,  in  the  sLtuatioa  in  life  which  these  young 
men  must  be  in,  would  wish  to  enlist  ihemselTes 
as  private  soldiers  Tor  two  years  7  He  should  sup- 
pose DOl.  These  young  men  woold  be  mmt  likely 
to  repel  any  sudden  invasion ;  would  be  a e live 
and  serviceable  to  take  a  tour  ol'  duty  for  three  or 
six  moDlhs,  in  common  with  their  fellow-citizens 
of  the  militia  i  but  it  is  not  consistent  with  the 
principles  of  human  natuTe  to  snppose  that  young 
men  of  this  description  who  have  other  pursuits 
in  view,  and  who  wish  to  establish  themselves  io 
business,  would  be  willing  to  lay  aside  all  for  the 
business  of  a  soldier.  For  a  case  of  emergency,  or 
as  officers,  he  should  suppose  them  willing  to  ei^ 
gase  in  the  service  but  not  as  common  soldiers. 

Mr.  Q.  did  not  believe,  therefore,  that  the  ser- 
TJce  which  these  young  men  expnted  to  be 
called  upon  to  perform  was  a  military  service  of 
two  years.  He  believed  few  of  them  would  be 
willing  to  eater,  if  they  thought  they  were  the 
next  (Tay  liable  to  be  called  upon  to  perform  two 
rears  service  as  private  soldiers,  ihougli  they  might 
be  ready  to  take  ibeir  full  share,  or  more,  of  mili- 
tary doty. 

Upon  the  whole,  Hr.  O.  said,  it  appeared  to 
him  that  this  section  contemplated  the  erection  of 
a  standing  military  force  of  the  very  worst  kind, 
to  consist  of  young  men  not  regulated  by  law, 
but  by  association.  In  short,  it  was,  in  his  idea, 
a  plan  to  arm  one  description  of  men  eiclusively 
of^  others,  and  giye  them  to  the  President  of  the 
United  Slates,  to  be  used  as  he  pleased  ;  and  what 
security  had  they  that  they  would  not  be  used  for 
dangerous  purposes  7  If  he  was  mistaken  in  his 
construction  of  this  bill,  he  wished  to  be  rectified ; 
but,  with  his  present  impressions,  he  must  hope 
the  section  would  be  struck  out. 

Hr.  SiTOBBivEs  believed  that  much  time  would 
not  be  necessary  to  show  that  the  argumeots  of 
his  colleague  are  not  only  fallacious,  when  sepa- 
rately  considered,  but  that  they  are  at  war  with 
each  other.  At  one  time  he  raises  Constitutional 
doubts,  and  justifies  them  on  the  presuropiioo 
that  these  volunteer  corps  are  to  be  considered  as 
miiitUt;  and  in  another  part  of  his  argument  be 
considers  them  ai  dangerous,  because  they  will 
form  a  standing  OTiay,  and  a  standing  army  of 
the  worst  kind.  Thus,  changing  his  principles  to 
suit  his  purpose,  he  finds  it  equallv  easy  to  prove 
them  one  thing,  or  the  other,  or  Doth,  or  neither. 
To  arguments,  such  as  these,  it  is  sufficient  to  an- 
swer, that,  if  the  volunteers  are  militia,  the  con- 
siderations of  danger  and  inexpediency  do  not 
apply  to  them ;  and  if  they  are  a  standing  army, 
the  Constitutional  doubt  must  be  at  an  end. 

It  was  in  this  way  that  the  argumenis  of  his 
colleague  were  in  opposition  to  each  other ;  taken 
separately,  it  could  be  demonstrated  that  they  are 
as  fallacious  as  they  are  contradictory.  He  had 
first  told  the  committee  that  the  object  of  this 
bill,  which  is  to  enable  the  GoTernment  to  avail 
itself'of  the  general  enthusiasm,  and  to  bring  iolo 
the  service  of  the  country  its  youag  and  active 
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citizens,  might  as  well  be  attained  by  accepting 
the  service  of  the  volunteer  companies,  who  un- 
der the  existing  militia  laws  are  already  armed, 
and  clothed,  and  equipped,  and  are  attached  to 
the  established  regimenlsof  militia.  Yet  he  had 
himself,  in  other  parts  of  his  speech,  when  he  had 
a  different  point  to  prove,  pointed  out  very  essen- 
tial features  of  distinction  between  these  and  the 
volunteer  corps  contemplated  by  the  present  faiU, 
In  the  first  plaoe,  the  President  is  not  authorized, 
either  bjr  the  seneral  militia  law  or  by  the  act  of 
last  session  ior  putting  80,000  in  requisition,  to 
require  or  to  accept  the  actual  service  of  any  body 
of  militia  for  a  longer  term  than  three  months  on 
one  tour ;  whereas  the  volunteer  corps,  whom  the 
President  would  be  authorized  to  accept,  might  be 
called  uponiodomilitaryduty,  ataoy  timewithio 
two  years  from  their  tender  of  service,  and  ftw 
any  term  not  exceeding  three  years.  Again,  the 
power  of  the  President  to  call  out  the  militia  ia 
restricted  to  the  cases  of  insurrection,  of  actual 
invasion,  or  imminent  danger  of  invasion  ;  where- 
as he  woidd,  by  this  bill,  be  empowered  to  c^l  the 
volunteers  into  actual  service,  whenever  "  in  hi* 
opinion  the  public  interest  shall  require."  Thns. 
in  two  very  important  and  essentui  points  will 
these  volunteer  corps  differ  from  the  ordinaiT 
militia ;  and  of  course  it  is  obvious  that  the  ob- 
jects of  this  bill  cannot  be  attained  by  the  ex- 
isting militia   laws. 

It  remained,  therefore,  only  to  inquire  whether 
the  geoileman's  arguments  as  to  the  ezpediencT 
of  the  measure  were  any  better  founded.  Mr.  S. 
understood  the  objection,  on  this  score,  to  be  that 
the  proposed  bill  will  bring  together  a  corps  of 
rich  men,  who  will  constitute  a  military  associa- 
tion to  be  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  President 
of  the  United  Stales  ;  and  abody  thns  constructed 
his  colleague  styles  a  standing  army  of  the  worst 
kind.  The  two  parts  of  the  objection  are  that  it 
will  be  a  military  association  of  the  rich,  and 
that  this  association  wiU  be  at  the  dupoaai  of  the 
Prttident,  On  the  first  point,  the  ability  of  the 
persons  who  shall  compose  the  volunteer  corpa, 
to  arm,  clothe,  and  equip  themselves  at  their  own 
expense,  is  considered  as  an  evidence  of  wealth; 
and  the  possesion  of  wealth  is  insidiously  repre- 
sented as  an  evidence  of  hostility  to  the  liberties 
of  the  people ;  a  military  association  is  denounced 
as  dangerous  to  the  Constitution  and  laws,  becauae 
it  will  be  composed  of  men  possessing  that  prop- 
erty which  is  the  strongest  and  dearest  bond  at 
their  connexions  with  the  community,  thefirmesi 
I^edge  of  their  attachment  to  the  happiness  and 
prosperity  of  the  country  ;  that  property,  the  com- 

£Iete  protection  and  enjoyment  of  which  can  only 
B  secured  by  a  free  constitution,  and  by  wise  and 
good  laws,  administered  with  justice  and  impar- 
tiality. Yet  such  a  body  of  citizens,  collected  for 
the  defence  of  the  country  against  foreign  ene- 
mies, in  a.  season  of  danger,  under  the  constituted 
authorities  of  the  nation,  is  branded  by  his  col- 
league with  the  odious  epithet  of  a  standing  armr 
— a  standing  army  of  the  worst  kind.  Mr.  S. 
could  confidently  appeal  to  the  judgment,  as  well 
as  the  feelings  of  the  committee,  to  pronotmee  cb 
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aignmeDts  such  B9  these,  end  however  well  ihey 
are  calcuUted  to  influence  b  mob.  he  was  well  av 
rated  they  could  produce  do  efiect  where  they 
were  now  used.  Shall  it  be  said,  because  a  citi- 
xeo  is  able  to  arm,  and  clothe,  and  equip  himself 
for  miliCary  serriee,  that  he  is  dangerous  and  in- 
imical  to  liberty  7  His  colleague  did  not  appear 
to  b«  aware  how  many  of  oui  citizens  this  denun- 
d&tion  would  include.  He  did  not  FCcolIeci  that 
it  would  apply  with  as  much  force  to  all  the  noi- 
fonned  militta  companiea,  from  one  end  of  the 
continent  to  the  otnei,  aa  to  the  Tolunteers  de- 
tigaed  by  this  bill ;  that  it  would  embrace  those 
Tery  mililia  companies,  whose  services  he  himself 
had  recommended  to  accept,  and  who  h»Te  been 
aasociated  under  the  eiistin^  militia  laws ;  that  in 
fact  ii  would  include  the  whole  body  of  the  mili- 
tia of  the  Union,  whose  duty  it  is  by  law  to  pro- 
vide their  own  aecouiremenls.  His  coUeaffue 
had  indeed  intimated  a  distinciion  by  an  expres- 
sion calculated  to  gire  an  idea  thai  ine  rolanteers 
are  to  be  made  up  of  vurrduaita  atui  tattryen. 
This  insinuation,  used  merely  ad  captandum,  is 
known  by  CTerybody  not  to  be  founded  in  fact ; 
the  Tolunteer  companies,  established  by  law,  and 
tttached  to  every  regimentof  militia  iu  theUniied 
States,  are  known  to  be  composed,  with  very  few 
•Kbeptions,  of  the  substantial  yeomanry  of  the 
Muntry,  of  citizens  who  will  not  be  pleased  to 
heftr  thai,  because  they  have  been  able  and  have 
had  spirit  enouah  to  uniform  and  equip  ihem- 
aelves,  Ihey  are  therefore  enemies  to  the  liberties 
of  their  country.  In  fact,  it  would  not  be  easy 
to  conjecture  any  justifiable  motive  for  the  insin- 
BStioD  of  his  colleague  on  the  subject  of  the 
merchants  and  Iswyers.  Was  it  designed  to  insin- 
uate that  none  but  merchants  and  lawyers  have 
(he  means  aad  the  spirit  to  render  iheir  service  to 
the  country  in  the  hour  of  danger  1  The  other 
okssca  of  citizens  will  not  be  flattered  by  such  an 
insinuation.  Was  it  designed  co  impress  a  belief 
thftt  the  commercial  men  and  the  members  of  the 
laaiaed  professions  were  less  attached  to  the  Con- 
atitution  and  the  laws  than  their  fellow  citizens  f 
In  this  view  it  would  be  a  calumny,  unfounded 
OD  aoy  fact,  unprovoked  by  any  experience;  why 
then  was  it  maationed  T  Why  was  the  distinction 
taken  1  If  it  was  not  intended  to  intimate  that 
tboae  classes  of  the  citizens  were  better  or  worse 
tban  their  neighbors,  the  emphatic  mention  ap- 
peared to  be  without  a  motive  that  could  have 
■ay  application  to  the  subject  under  discussion. 
The  truth  is,  that  citizens  thus  arrayed  in  the  de- 
feaeeof  the  nation,  at  their  own  expense,  let  them 
be  eompoaed  of  what  jvofesaion  or  occupation  so- 
erer.  will  give  the  best  pledge  of  their  patriotism 
and  love  of  country.  To  them  might  oe  applied 
with  peculiar  force  the  expression  which  had  been 
ilsed  on  a  former  occasion,  that  '■  they  would  fight. 
Dot  like  dftves  for  pay,  but  like  freemen  for  their 
firits." 

The  other  part  of  his  colleague's  objection  was, 
that  the  volunteers,  when  raised,  ate  to  be  under 
tha  direction  of  the  PresideDt.  This  objection,  if 
It  is  of  any  weight,  appliei  not  only  to  this  sec- 
tian  of  the  bill,  Hit  to  the  whole  bill ;  to  the  whole 


Military  Establishment  of  the  United  Slates;  to 
the  Canstitutioa  itself:  all  the  military  force  of 
the  country  is  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  President,  who 
is  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  land  and  naval 
forces,  and  of  the  militia  when  called  into  actual 
service.  The  law  could  make  no  other  dispoM- 
tioDof  the  volunteer  corps;  and  the  abjection  was 
pointed  against  any  military  establishment  of  aaj 
sort;  its  l>asis  was  a  distnist  of  the  President  as 
one  of  the  constituted  authorities  of  the  country. 
But  after  having. heard  the  gentleman  denounea 
all,  who  are  able  10  e^uip  tbemselvesfor  service,  aa 
unfit  to  l>e  trusted  with  the  defence  of  the  coun- 
try, it  wae  not  snrprising  to  hear  him  deDonnee 
the  President  as  unfit  to  he  trusted  with  the  con- 
duct of  this  defence. 

For  himself,  Mr.  S.  could  discover  in  these  db- 
jectioas  nothing  but  the  spirit  of  determined,  un- 
distinguishing  opposition.  It  must  be  remembered, 
when  the  House  was  engaged  in  the  discussion  or 
measures  for  maritime  defenc^  the  gentlemen 
who  opposed  those  measures  told  us  they  would 
agree  to  any  proposition;  which  should  be  calcu- 
lated for  the  defence  of  the  territory  of  Che  United 
States;  yet  now,  when  ilia  proposed  to  prepare 
for  the  defence  of  the  territory,  the  promise  is  for- 
gotten or  abandoned,  and  we  are  encountered  with 
as  many  objections,  and  difficuliiei,  and  emb«f- 
rassments  as  before.  When  it  is  proposed  to  raise 
regular  troops,  we  are  threatened  with  the  ex- 
pense ;  and  when  ii  is  proposed  to  call  into  SKvic« 
a  body  of  volunteers,  who  will  save  to  the  coun- 
try the  expense  of  equipments,  of  bounty,  and  va- 
rious other  charges  which  arc  incident  to  the  rais- 
ing a  regular  army,  we  are  told  that  this  saving  is 
dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  the  people,  and  that 
it  is  arming  one  portion  of  the  citizens  against  the 
reel.  His  colleague  is  neither  willing  to  pay  for 
a  navy,  nor  an  atmy,  nor  to  trust  the  defence  of 
the  country  co  its  own  citizens.  He  denounces 
the  rich  as  dangerous,  and  he  will  not  pay  those 
who  are  unable  lo  equip  themselves.  All  the  ter- 
rors of  a  standing  army  are  conjured  up  lo  pre- 
vent an  embodying  of  the  citizens,  while  in  the 
same  breath  he  concedes  ezpresdy  that  a  standing 
army  cannot  yet  be  a  cause  of  alarm,  and  that 
America,  secote  in  her  attachment  to  law  and 
liberty,  would  as  yet  have  nothing  to  apprehend 
from  one.  It  was  for  his  colleague  to  reconcile 
such  paradoxes — it  was  for  the  committee  to  de- 
termine on  chesDccess  with  which  they  had  been 

Mt.  Orra  said,  he  was  extremely  aSee ted,  chough 
not  roiich  surprised,  at  the  op^ition  made  to  this 
section  of  the  bill.  The  Constitution  of  ibis  coun- 
try, in  which  all  had  been  taught  to  confide  as  the 
great  security  lo  our  rights,  is  upon  alt  oecasicms 
introduced  as  a  stumbling-block  in  ihe  discasaiona 
of  this  House,  and  instead  of  farming  any  safe 
role  of  conduct,  it  proves  a  mere  cobweb — a  men 
jargon  of  political  maxims,  and  is  the  fouDdation 
of  sophisms  in  almost  every  debate. 

Wnat  are  the  objections  of  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  to  this  section  of  the  bill  7  It  is,  if 
he  wtderatood  faim  rightly,  that  these  volunlens 
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partake  in  some  meuure  of  the  qualities  of  mili- 
tia, and  in  others  of  a  standit>g  army, and  in  some 
<»itn  differ  from  eitber,  and  that  if  the  section 
waa  agreed  (o  as  it  ttands,  eTerjr  ConstitQiional 
prorisioD  with  respect  to  the  appoiniment  of  naili- 
tia  oflSeen  will  be  violated.    An  answer  had  al- 


lesdr  bea 
eoaclnstn 


«  under  the  denomination  of  militia,  but  of 
the  stattding  army.  The  striking  characteristic 
diffneBce  is  this:  that  militia  are  bound  to  serre 
bf  the  laws  of  the  country,  without  any  respect 
to  private  consent,  and  the  Tolunteers  will  be 
bound  only  by  contract ;  thev  wit)  consist  only  of 
those  who  come  forward  to  ^end  their  country. 
As  far  ae  relates  to  the  Constitutional  objection, 
therefore,  there  is  hu  end  of  it.  Indeed,  gentte- 
men  the ra selves  did  not  seem  much  to  rely  upon  it. 
But  the  gentlnnaa  from  Pennsylvania  says,  that 
every  CoDStituttooal  provision  respecting  the  mi- 
Jiiia  mar  be  evaded,  if  these  rotuDteer  corps  are 
thus  admitted  iato  the  »ervice,  and  the  whole 
body  of  militia  may  become  volunteers,  and  those 
volunteers  form  en  immense  standing  army,  under 
the  command  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  which  might  overmm  the  fights  and  lib- 
erties of  the  people  of  this  coauiry.  There  could 
be  no  quesljoa  that  every  instiTOLion  might  be 
abused.  No  doubt  this  House  might  at  any  time 
vote  to  raise  an  array  equal  to  all  tbe  militia,  con- 
linae  it  in  force  longer  than  the  Constitution  has 
directed,  and  consume  all  the  resources  of  the  com- 
■Duniiy  in  support  of  it;  but  because  Congress 
possess  this  sovereign  power,  does  it  follow  that 
they  will  abuse  it  ?  The  case  stated  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania  is  an  extreme  case, 
nd  therefore  ought  to  fonn  no  objection  to  this 
nteasoie.  The  whole  subject  is  under  considera- 
tion ;  the  nnmber  may  be  limited,  or  the  time  re- 
stricted, without  affecting  the  general  principle  of 
the  bill ;  and  it  is  only  to  ansvrer  especial  purpose 
that  tbe  gentleman  oonBued  his  areumenta  to 
particular  clauses  of  it.  It  was  stated liy  the  gen< 
tleman  from  Pennsylvania  that  no  possible  a d- 
vmta^e  could  be  derived  from  the  plan  propOfl<ed 
by  this  section,  but  that  many  inconveniencies 
ttMy  arise  ttom  it.  He  says  no  advantage  can  re- 
srtl  from  it,  tweause  there  are  many  Tolnnleer 
corps  in  the  militia  which  vrant  filling  up,  and 
that  these  young  men  might  enter  into  them,  and 
the  President  would  then  accept  them  in  the  form 
o(  militia.  lu  answer  to  this,  he  would  ask  the 
gentleman  what  he  would  do  in  those  States 
where  there  are  no  volunteer  con>s,  and,  conse- 
qnently^  none  of  these  vacancies  f  And,  so  far 
nomthuikind  of  corps  existing  in  all  the  Slates, 
they  are  in  some  of  them  very  much  discounte- 
nanced, and  be  did  not  understand  that  corps  of 
this  kind  had  received  any  kind  of  sanction  from 
the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania.  He 
himself  believed  that  many  advantages  would  be 
derived  to  the  country  from  the  acceptance  of  the 
service  of  these  young  men.  The  nower  of  our 
TWith,  taken  from  ail  classes  and  professions,  be- 
ing ready  at  a  moment's  warning  to  defend  the 
country,  miisi  prove  the  most  effectual  and  cheap 


security  we  can  possibly  have  against  any  attack 
which  may  be  made  upon  us.  Emulous  of  ouN 
doing  each  other  in  diacipliue,  a  military  fervot 
will  he  excited  in  the  country  which  conld  not  be 


ihey  will  be  read^  to  repel  invuiuu,  vi  «/  ^u^a^n 
in  any  other  service  which  the  public  safety  may 
require.  And,  if  oobodv  else  did  it,  he  would 
move  to  strike  out  the  clause  restricting  tbe  use 
of  these  volunteers  to  the  State  in  which  they  re- 
side, or  in  an  adjoining  State. 

But,  in  order  to  alarm  the  committee,  the  gen* 
tleman  from  Pennsylvania  had  called  these  youth 
an  asFOciaiion  of  weidtfay  armed  individuals ;  bnt 
Mr.  O.  hoped  the  committee  would  not  be  alarm- 
ed by  sounds.  It  would  donbtlets  be  a  military 
asaociatioD.  So  is  the  militia  of  the  country.  Bnt 
we  stand  in  need  of  the  assistance  of  these  brave 
youth,  and,  instead  of  being  frowned  upon,  their 
association  ought  to  be  cherished  and  encouraged. 
Does  not  the  militia,  said  Mr.  O.,  consist  of  citi- 
zens who  aria  tfaemselvea?  It  certainly  does; 
therefore  no  proof  of  wealth  results  from  this,  for 
every  soldier  in  the  militia  is  as  much  a  man  of 
wealth  as  a  volunteer  of  the  corps  proposed  to  be 
raised.  Yet  the  idea  of  tffe  opulence  of  these  in- 
dividuals had  been  hdd  out  in  order  to  make  this 
Institution  odious. 

But  did  the  gentleman  suppose  that  none  bat 
the  sons  of  the  wealthy  will  turn  out  in  defence 
of  their  country  7  Does  he  consider  himself  ta 
the  protector  of  the  poor,  or  their  enemy  t  Does 
he  niein,  by  saying  this,  to  satirize  or  panegy- 
rize themi    HiB  own  idea  was,  that  citizens  of 


defenders  of  their  country. 

But  it  is  said  there  is  no  limitation  to  this  bill ; 
that  the  Executive  may  accept  or  reject  whom  be 
pleases.  Does  not  the  President  do  the  same  at 
present,  through  the  medium  of  the  recruiting 
officers?  And  could  this  be  conceived  a  danger- 
ous powW?  Certainly  not;  as  he  could  have  no 
rule  bat  this,  to  accept  of  all  who  are  willing  and 
able  to  serve  their  country. 

But  it  is  allt^ed  that  this  force  will  be  a  formi- 
dable standing  army.  Here,  again,  sotmds  are  to 
intimidate  us.  He  never  heard  that  a  standing 
army  was  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  a  country, 
exc^t  in  time  of  peace,  and  that  when  an  army 
is  made  up,  not  of  citizens,  but  of  the  banditti  of 
the  community.  But  we  are  not  now  in  a  state 
of  peace,  but  4^  actual  war.  It  is  true  the  coun- 
try is  not  invaded,  but  he  believed  a  long  period 
would  not  elapse  hefop  an  invasion  takes  place, 
when  it  might  be  toorTate  to  raise  a  body  of  men 
for  our  defence.  He  hoped,  therefore,  the  Pre- 
sident would  have  authority  to  accept  of  the 
service  of  these  young  men,  who,  being  taken 
from  the  bosom  of 'their  families  and  friends, 
could  not  be  supposed  to  form  an  army  daDgeroua 
to  the  liberties  or  tbe  country ;  nor  did  be  think 


, said  we  are  in 

actual  war,  he  did  not  speak  figuratively,  bnt  lite- 
rally.   War  is  not  declared,  Mt  it  is  made  upoi: 
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OB,  and  it  ia  our  duty  lo  defend  ouf;sel7eB  against 
it.  But  the  eeaileraan  from  Pennsylraaia  had 
aaid,  that  the  Freucli  will  not  iiiFade  us,  and  with- 
out thai  there  can  be  no  war.  He  said  it  was  not 
their  interest,  and  if  it  were,  that  It  was  not  in 
the  ^wer  of  the  French  to  invade  us  with  any 
formidable  force ;  that  (hey  have  everything  but 
money,  but  without  that  it  was  impossible  for 
them  to  come  over  and  invade  us.  Mr.  O.  thought 
this  a  good  reason  why  they  should  attempt  an 
invasion  of  thin  country.  After  baring  desolated 
Kurope,  and  laid  it  under  contribution,  he  sup- 
po»ea  it  would  be  no  difficult  thing  to  induce  a 
Delief  in  their  soldiers  (hat  they  mignl  find  in  our 
banks,  and  among  our  opulent  citizens,  a  supply  of 
money.  Nor  was  it  money  alone  which  they 
wanted ;  property  of  any  kind  would  be  welcome. 
He  therefore  thought  it  highly  probable,  that  the 
■hipi  and  troopti  preparing  against  another  coun- 
try, when  they  shall  either  liave  failed  or  suc- 
ceeded in  their  enterprise,  may  be  destined  for  our 
shores.  It  became  us,  therefore,  to  ipake  the  best 
defence  we  could. 

But  it  was  said,  that  these  young  men  would 
not  march  to  fight,  or  enlist  for  any  time.  This 
waa  another  reproach  against  them  which  was 
nnwHTranted.  We  hav£  seen  rome  of  tlie  young 
men  of  Philadelphia,  and  from  other  parts  of  the 
country,  embody  themselves  as  Toluoteers,  and  go 
upon  a  very  unpleasant  and  dangerous  expedition 
againxt  the  Western  insu^ents;  and,  whenever 
tn  occasion  shall  again  occur,  he  doubted  not 
they  would  again  be  willing  to  march  in  their 
country's  service,  provided  the  Legislature  will 
ttike  strong  ground  and  afford  tbem  countenance. 
But  if  they  see  Congress  are  lulled  to  sleep,  they 
will  very  naturally  nay,  "  Since  Congress  is  un- 
willing to  take  active  meesure^.  it  is  in  vain  for 
us  to  come  forward,"  and  they  will  lose  that  spirit 
of  ardor  which  now  animates  them.  It  will  give 
place  to  a  repose  that  has  prored  fatal  to  every 
country  which  has  given  way  to  it,  and  which,  in 
his  opinion,  if  not  prevented,  will  terminate  in  the 
deitruction  of  this  country. 

But  he  would  wish  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
aylrania,  or  some  other  gentlemen  who  are  op- 
posed to  this,  and  who  have  been  pretty  generally 
opposed  to  every  measure  of  defence,  would  say 
what  substitute  they  propose  in  plnce  of  this  mea- 
•ote.  After  a  procrastinated  session  of  more  tban 
six  months,  when  every  man  out  of  these  walls  is 
impressed  with  the  danger  of  our  situation,  it  was 
sorely  necessary  to  provide  for  some  defence  of 
the  territory  of  the  Union.  They  say  they  will 
not  have  a  navy,  because  we  are  not  adequate  to 
the  expense ;  they  agree  to  a  few  vessels.  If  yon 
_:ii  — (  have  a  navy,  will  you  have  an  army? 


No,  i 


s  answered,  i 


,  because 


I  dangerous  to  liberty,  and  expensive.  Will 
jrou  have  a  standing  army  which  shall  cost  noth- 
ing 1  No,  because  iliat  would  be  uncoasiiiutional. 
We  will  aaiee  to  a  little  expense  to  fortify  our 
poru  and  harbors;  to  a  few  arms,  and, a  small 
quuiily  of  ammunition ;  but  further  than  this 
we  will  not  go.  We  will  rely  upon  the  militia. 
If  ihia  wu  the  determination  of  geotleuun,  there 


e  people 
;    "Yon 


occasion  for  CoDKresa  to  have  n 
debated  -six  months,  and  finally  to  tell  the  p 
what  they  could  do  without  our  advice : 
must  relv  upon  your  militia  for  defence."  ne 
wished,  tnerefore,  instead  of  shrinking  from  repre> 
sentaiioDS  of  this  kind,  and  manifesting  resent- 
ment ;  instead  of  saying  they  have  b«en,  and  are 
willing  to  defend  the  country,  they  wotild  be 
pleasea  to  say  by  what  system  they  propose  to 

Mr.  0.  believed  this  country  to  be  in  a  vwj 
hazardous  situation.  He  believed  we  should  see 
a  day  more  big  wiih  danger  than  we  have  ever 
yet  seen,  and  it  would  be  prudent  to  Ruard  againai 
It  before  jicomes.  In  Boglandand  Ireland  volun- 
teer corps  are  greatly  to  be  depended  upon  for  the 
defence  of  those  countries  in  the  present  time  of 
danger;  and  if  in  those  countries,  which  gentle- 
men call  despotic  couoiries,  they  depend  upon 
iheir  volunieei&  ought  not  we  to  have  greats 
confidence  in  them  in  this  country,  where  citi- 
zens fight  for  everything  dear  to  man,  and  where 
if  we  make  anr  change  in  our  Qovemment,  it 
must  be  an  eicnange  of  a  free  for  a  despotic  sys- 
tem of  Oovernmenti  We  see  an  irruption  in 
Europe  more  lo  be  dreaded  than  the  irruption  of 
the  Goths  and  Vandals;  we  see  not  only  ancient 
establishments,  and  thrones  and  crowns  thrown 
down,  hut  everything  great  and  good  destroyed. 
And  mar  not  our  country  meet  with  a  similar 
fate  1  May  not  the  same  means  which  have  been 
employed  in  other  countries,  meet  with  the  same 
success  here  1  They  will,  exceni  that  we  resolve 
(hey  shall  not.  He  could  not  Kelp  wishing  that 
the  old  members  of  Congress  of  1776  were  now 
in  their  places,  or  that  those  of  them  whose  spirits 
are  gone  to  receive  their  reward,  had  left  their 
manUes  behind  tbem.  But  he  was  afraid  that 
the  conduct  of  gentlemen  at  (his  session  would 
prove  that  the  present  Congress  had  degenerated 
from  the  patriotism  of  their  predecessors,  and 
were  certainly  not  entitled  to  the  blessings  of 
their  country. 

Mr.  McDowell  said,  were  his  feelings  affected 
in  the  manner  which  (hose  of  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  (Mr.  Otis)  appeared  to  be,  he 
would  not  have  risen.  It  would  appear  that  the 
sound  of  (he  din  of  war  had  already  reached  his 
ears.  He,  however,  felt  perfectly  uoalarmed  by 
(he  fears  which  seemed  so  greatly  to  agitate  the 
gentleman. 

When  this  subject  was  under  consideration,  the 
other  day,  he  stated  some  Constitutional  objecttons 
to  the  measure,  which  he  hoped  would  have  been 
noticed  ;  bu(  they  had  not  been  attended  to.  Mr. 
McD.  repeated  them.  He  admiUed  that  thisforce 
would  be  raised  without  expense,  at  first;  but,  if 
called  into  service,  it  would  receive  the  same  pay 
H£  others,  and  (here  would  be  no  greater  expense 
attending  (he  training  any  part  of  the  militia  held 
in  requisition,  than  there  would  be  in  training 
these  volunteers.  It  bad  been  said,  militia  could 
not  be  depended  upon,  and  therefore  it  was  necea- 
sary  to  hare  a  regular  force.  If  gentlemen  really 
believed  this,  he  wished  ihey 
ward  and  propose  a  standing  fc 
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QentleioeD  say  iheae  TolnnieErs  will  furoish  a 

afonnidable  force.  This  may  be  the  case,  but 
elieved  it  was  very  uncerlain.  He  could  not 
aee  why  they  should  be  more  formidable  than  the 
militia.  He  believed  the  militia  could  leant  their 
discipline  as  welt,  and  had  as  much  zeal,  as  they 
for  the  welfare  of  (heir  country.  Oaeofthe  great- 
est inducements  to  penons  to  enter  inio  this  corps 
is,  that  the^  are  to  be  einployed  only  in  their  own 
■or  an  adjoming  State.  The  gentleman  from  Mas- 
nchuseits  proposes,  however,  to  strike  this  clause 
out.  If  it  were  struck  out,  he  supposed  it  wonld 
coofine  the  number  of  Tolunteers  withia  a  leas 
compass  than  they  otherwise  would  hare  heen. 
But,  if  gentlemen's  views  were  to  go  the  full 
length  which  they  contemplated,  there  would  be 
BO  restrietion  as  to  the  number  of  men  to  be  em- 
ployed, nor  to  the  extent  of  the  time  of  admission, 
except  the  limitalioQ  of  the  law;  and  Congress 
"woutd,  in  the  mean  time,  have  no  will  upon  the 
•object,  having  delegated  the  power  to  the  Presi- 
dent, contrary  to  the  express  provisions  of  the 
Constitution. 

He  was  opposed  to  this  mode  of  raising  troops. 
He  kbew  only  of  two  descriptions  of  soldiers,  re- 
gulars and  militia,  and  he  looked  upon  the  latter 
ta  the  only  complete  defence  of  the  country.  As 
to  an  invasion,  which  gentlemen  seemed  to  speak 
of  with  so  much  certainty,  he  thought  it  atto- 
^ther  improbable. 

Mr.  McD.  said,  he  was  not  apprehensive  of  a 
want  of  spirit  in  tt)e  citizens  of  this  country  to 
defend  themselves  against  any  attack.  There  are 
men  alive  who  had  fought  our  battles,  and  be 
doubted  not  they  would  be  ready  to  fight  them 
■gaiu,  a^d  others  would  arise  to  supply  the  place 
of  those  whom  we  have  lost. 

It  was  said,  these  volunteers  were  not  to  con- 
sist of  the  clas^  of  men  described  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania.  He  hoped  not.  He 
never  wished  to  see  the  rich  citizens  separated 
from  the  poor  in  any  scheme  of  defence.  He  be- 
lieved this  wonld  not  be  the  case  altogether,  be- 
cause he  doubted  not  a  number  of  young  men, 
who  are  not  rich,  from  a  desire  to  !>erve  their 
country,  wilt  purchase  their  own  clothes,  arms, 
Ac,  and  join  these  corps.  Indeed,  he  had  rather 
the  arms  should  be  found  by  Government,  so  that 
-all  mi^ht  have  the  same  opportunity  of  serving. 
He  objected  to  this  provision,  because  it  gave  to 
the  President  a  power  not  cootemplated  by  the 
Constitution,  of  calling  out  these  volunteers,  war 
orno  war,  insurrection  ornoinsurrection,  whenever 
he  plea!>es.  These  men  would  form  a  regular 
-army,  not  in  this  or  that  place,  but  all  over  the 
"United  States,  For  what  purpose?-  Gentlemen 
say  to  repel  invasion ;  but  he  apprehended  they 
were  wanted  for  another  purpose. 

Mr.  McD.  coincided  with  the  gentleman  last 
tip,  that  this  country  is  in  an  alarming  sittiation, 
from  without  and  wilbin;  and  as  he  had  formerly 
■aid,  when  he  saw  real  danger,  he  should  be  ready 
to  raise  an  armyj  but  not  before.  He  wished,  how- 
'ever,  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  to  quiet 
his  fears.  The  eighty  thousand  militia  in  requi- 
sition would  be  su£QeieDt  for  the  present;  and,  if 


they  were  not,  more  might  be  called.  He  hoped 
the  section  would  be  struck  out.  He  knew  vol- 
unteer corps  were  valuable  men,  but  he  wished 
them  to  stand  ou  the  same  ground  with  the 
militia. 

Mr.  Dayton  did  not  know  how  to  understand 
the  member  from  North  Carolina,  (Mr.  McDow- 
ell,) who,  when  the  militia  bill  was  under  con- 
sideration, had,  with  some  of  his  colleagues,  rep- 
resented the  miliiia  of  their  State  as  unarmed  and 
uhdisciplined;  hut  now.  when  it  better  suits  his 
purpose,  he  represents  tnem  in  such  regular  and 
complete  order,  as  to  be  enabled  to  repel  any  at- 
tack upon  their  country  and  to  effect  all  that  is 
Possible  for  regulars  and  welt  disciplined  troops.- 
'hat  gentleman  bad  declared  his  opposition  to 
the  raising  of  any  men,  nntil  an  invasion  had  ac- 
tually taken  place — a  declaration  which  was  most 
extraordinary  and  uu accountable,  as  cominefrotn 
one  who  had  more  than  once  informed  the  House 
that  he  had  served  in  the  Army. 

No  military  man,  Mr.  D.  averred  wonld  delay 
his  preparations  for  receiving  and  repelling  an 
enemy  that  threatened  an  attack,  until  they  had 
actually  made  the  assault;  and,  therefore,  if  that 
gentleman  had  ever  acquired  that  knowledge 
which  was  to  be  gained  fVom  military  service,  he 
must  certainly  have  forf^otten  or  slept  it  away,  for 
it  was  in  direct  contradiction  to  the  plan  of  pro- 
crastination which  he  had  advocated. 

Mr.  D.  said,  he  should  leave  him  to  his  slumbers, 
and  proceed  to  make  a  single  remark  upon  what 
fell  from  the  member  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr. 
Varnitm,)  respecting  the  unconslitutionality  t^ 
one  of  the  provisions  of  the  section  under  debate. 
It  could  not  be  denied  that  the  leading  principle 
and  object  of  this  section  was  to  authorize  Ine 
President  to  accept  the  services  of  such  volunteer 
corps  as  might  be  induced,  from  motives  of  the 
pur^t  patriotism,  to  offer  themselves  for  the  de> 
fence  of  their  cotintry,  and  no  gentleman  had  ven- 
tured to  say  that  there  was  anything  unconslitn- 
tional  in  this.  The  part  narticularly  objected 
against  was  matter  of  detail,  and  might  be  alter- 
ed or  modified  if  the  motion  for  striking  out  the 
whole  section  was  lost.  He  was,  however,  free 
to  declare  for  himself,  that  he  would  not  agree 
to  alter  a  single  word  of  that  provision  which  ao- 
thorized  the  President  to  appoint  the  commii- 
Btoned  officers,  for  it  was  what  he  most  valued. 

Mr.  D.  then  replied  to  the  member  from  Penn- 
sylvania,  (Mr.  Gallatin,)  who  had  called  iheae 
volunteer  corm  of  milhia'a  most  formidable  force 
to  be  put  intolhe  hands  of  the  President.  That 
they  might  be  a  formidable  body  of  men,  Mr.  D, 
was  willing  to  admit,  and  that  he  wished  them  lo 
be  so ;  but  to  whom,  he  asked,  would  they  be  truly 
formidable?  To  the  invaders  of  our  country — to 
the  turbulent  and  seditious — to  insurgents— to  the 
daring  infractors  of  thelawa.  Thememberfrc^. 
Pennsylvania  acted  consistently  in  reprding  these 
volunteers  as  unnecessary  to  defend- the  country 
against  invision,  because  he  had  affteted  to  be- 
lieve that  such  an  attempt  wonld  not  be  mad^ 
but  he  would  not  surely  say  that  there  might  not 
be  internal  commotioDS  or  insurrections,  wUek 
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might  require  the  wholesome  correction  of  such 
SD  arm^d  force.  Thai  gentleman  had  eodesToi- 
ed  10  fix  upoD  ihem  an  inridious  distinction,  in 
atyline  ihem  "  miliary  associatioos  i"  but  Mr.  D. 
wished  bim  to  icfonn  the  committee  what  the 
troopn  who  quelled  the  Western  tnstirTectioQ  were, 
if  they  were  not  military  auociations.  He  him- 
Klf  considered  the  whole  of  cbem  of  that  descrip- 
tion, and  he  well  recollectpd  ihat  a  cooBideTable 
number  in  New  Jeney,  ae  well  as  in  PenoEylva- 
nia,  associated  thetnselvcs  toKether  for  that  ex- 
press purpose,  were  acccepted  by  the  President, 
and  marclied  as  volunteers  upon  that  expedition. 
The  gentleman  from  Pennsytrania  must  have 
.  known  how  useful  ther  were  on  that  occasion, 
and  he  had  not  now  to  [earn  that  what  has  hap- 
pened once  might  occur  again. 

Mr.  D.  concluded,  by  expressing  a  rery  earnest 
wish  that  the  motion  for  atriidog  out  ibis  ralua- 
ble  section  might  'be  neeatived,  and  that  the  ser- 
Tices  of  men  bq  able,  witling,  and  ready,  as  these, 
to  step  forward  in  defence  of  their  country,  might 
not  be  rejected. 


heretofore  declared  he  would  defend  the  bill  iacb 
by  inch.  It  was  to  be  expected  thin  bill  would  be 
carried,  as  gentlemen  appear  to  be  beat  upon  it ; 
he  wisned  them,  howerer,  to  show  its  utility. 
Oentl^men  say  it  wilt  be  formidabte.  He  did  not 
think  it  would  bring  any  force  into  the  field.  It 
could  not  be  ioieoded  as  a  formidable  army  to 
&ce  an  enemy  ;  they  we^  to  be  a  kind  of  select 
corps,  accepted  by  the  Prerident,  and  to  remain 
at  Home.  There  are  no  proTisioDs  in  the  bill  for 
dividing  them  into  brigades  or  divisions  for  actu- 
al service.  They  are  to  be  uoder  the  command 
of  lite  President  of  the  United  States;  but  no 
provision  is  made  for  their  organizaiioiL 

It  was  said  the  force  proposed  to  be  raised  by 
this  section  could  not  be  considered  as  uoconsu- 
tutiooftl,  and  gentlemen  hare.heen  called  upon  (o 
•how  tbai  it  is  so.  He  did  not  know  what  was  to 
be  understood  by  the  paragraph,  except  it  was  to 
be  taken  as  it  stands.  He  knew  of  no  description 
of  soldiers  but  regulars  and  militia.  If  these  vol- 
vnteers  are  to  be  considered  aa  militia,  the  Con- 
■titutioa  has  said  (hat  the  individual  States  shall 
appoint  the  officers ;  but  it  is  now  (aid  they  are  to 
WcODsideredasapBrtof  the  Army.  Considering 
tium  in  this  light,  be  would  lurntiie  attention  of 
gentlemen  to  another  part  of  the  Constitution, 
whtte  the  power  of  rainng  armies  is  placed  in  the 
Ltglslatare ;  but  if  this  power  if  given  to  the 
meeldent,  he  might  raiite  an  army  to  any  ext«Dt 
be  pleases,  without  the  consent  of  Congress. 
There  b  nothing  to  prevent  him  from  oigaging 
half  the  people  of  the  United  Stales  in  this  way. 
He  was  not  apprehensive  the  President  would 
•base  Ait  power,  but  be  thought  the  Constitution 
OMfbt  to  be  held  sacred. 

'  What  are  the  armed  associations  which  the 
■gauleBSn  from  New  Jersey  (Mr.  Dayton)  speaks 
on  They  are  conpaaiea  established  under  the 
fteacBt  aisiina  lam.  Are  they  not  alt  officered 
aktaij  t    AmA  what  betlei  would  thay  be  if  they 


were  to  offer  their  services  to  the  President,  and 
have  officers  appointed  to  them  by  faim.  than  thejr 
are  at  present,  with  officers  appointed  by  the  State 
of  New  Jersey  7  He  could  see  no  good  effect  to 
be  prodnced  by  the  change,  but  he  wu  apprehra- 
sive  it  would  cause  a  ^reat  disorder  in  the  militia 
corps.  And,  after  all.  it  must  be  the  great  body  of 
the  people  who  will  defend  the  country,  and  not 
city  volunteer  corps  of  young  men  alone.  Whoi 
tbey  are  neatly  dressed  and  well  armed,  they  look 
very  well  in  the  field  ;  but  they  are  not  able  to 
bear  the  hardships  of  service  like  men  who  h&ve 
been  inured  to  labor  and  a  country  life. 

Bui  his  colleague  (Mr.  Otis)  had  said,  thW 
gentlemen  continued  opposed  to  meaiarea  of  d«- 
lence.  He  hat^o  objection  that  thai  gentleman 
should  sound  hi^^n  praise  ax  to  his  readiness  to 
defend  his  country^^httug'*  ^*  ^'^  ^"^  know  what 
title  he  bad  to  eiclusivefiairioiism  or  bravery.  He 
did  not  know  why  he  ■(Mi.  V.)  should  not  feel  ibe 
necessity  of  defending  bis  country  as  much  as 
that  gentleman,  or  any  other.  It  was  not  strange 
that  gentlemen  should  differ  in  opinion  as  to  the 


country  to  a  foreign  nation,  or  of  makiuf  no  da- 
fence  of  it.  He  Iwlieved  loe  militia  HU£M:ient  to 
repel  any  invading  enemy  until  an  army  could  be 
raised.  When  the  people  know  the  country  ia 
re&lly  in  danger,  they  will  not  stop  at  trifles ;  bux, 
until  that  time,  they  will  not  wish  to  engage 
themselves  aa  soldiers. 

What  was  thecase,Mr.  V.asked,in  17757  The 
militia  then  went  into  camp,  and  continued  there, 
until  the  aianding  army  was  raised,  and  they 
made  as  good  a  defence  aa  any  standing  army 
could  have  done.  The  idea  of  these  m'en  being- 
wanted  to  kaen  down  sedition,  and  compel  per- 
sona to  be  obedient  to  the  law,  which  had  been 
intimated,  was  one  he  iVught  which  ought  ant 
to  be  countenanced.  He  did  not  believe  there  are 
any  seditious  persons  in  this  country,  or  thai  stand 
ing  troops  are  wanting  to  enforce  an  obedience  to 
the  laws.  If  there  are  disaffected  and  seditious 
persons  in  this  country,  such  as  have  been  spoken 
of,  he  could  wish  them  pointed  out.  For  bis  own 
part,  he  had  no  idea  of  any  such  thing. 

Mr.  McDowell  said,  had  be  been  asleep,  the 
thunder  of  the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey  (Ml. 
Dayton)  must  have  awoke  him.  In  answer  to 
that  genileraan's  call  to  point  out  any  part  of  the 
Constitution  that  is  iofrmged  by  the  section  uv- 
der  debate,  the  clause  respecting  the  appointment 
of  militia  officers  having  been  already  read,  h6 
would  refer  to  ihat  which  declares  the  purposes  for 
which  the  militia  may  be  called  forth,  viz :  "to 
execute  the  laws  of  the  Union,  sunpress  insurrec- 
tions, and  repel  invasions  ;"  but  toe  employment  ' 
of  these  rolunteere  (though  in  fact  militia,  with 
new  officers  appointed  by  the  President)  is  not  to 
be  thui  restricted  |  they  are  to  be  employed  as  the 
President  shall  think  proper. 

One  word  as  to  his  own  situation.  He  had 
been  pointed  at  as  having  fought  in  the  Revolu- 
tion. It  was  true  that  he  had  fought;  it  wm 
known,  but  he  never  boasted  of  it    He  trusted,  if 
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there  was  anio  uiy  Decetsitjr  for  it.  ke  should  be 
M  tndy  10  a«feiid  his  couiLlry  as  tae  geallemaa 
from  New  Jersey,  or  any  other. 

Mr.  DtTTON  said  that,  opposed  as  he  was  iu  ar- 
fomeDl  by  the  members  from  Massackuaetts  aod 
North  CaroliDa,  who  he  uoderstood  were  Qener- 
■ia  of  Militia,  he  was  compelled  to  own  that  the 
iTOghi  of  rank  was  against  bim,  but  he  ventured 


J  they  must  at  ooce  perceive  that 
the  poaitioQ  they  had  laltea  was  unteaable.  They 
had  relied  much  od  the  declaration  which  he 
abouldDotcoDtroTert,  viz :  that  this  country,  incase 
of  serioQi  invasion,  must  be  defended  by  the  great 
body  of  the  militia,  and  not  by  single  companies  or 
(alect  corps ;  but  did  it  thenoe  follow  that  it  would 
not  be  advisable  to  encourage  and  accept  the  ser- 
vices of  those  volunteer  corps  who  lay  all  along 
the  eitensive  seaboard,  and  were  williog  end 
ready  to  become  the' advance  guard,  and  subject 
themselves  to  be  first  called  upon  for  dnty?  With 
aa  mnch  propriety  might  it  be  said  that,  because, 
in  time  of  war,  the  main  body  of  the  army  mutt 
bear  the  brunt  of  the  battle,  ^ou  must  not  have  an 
advance  corps.  It  was  tnis  valuable  purpose 
which  these  volunteers  would  be  well  calculated 
to  eflcct,  because  they  were  genenlly  situated 
nearest  to  the  seacoasts,  and  were,  for  the  most 
part,  belter  equipped,  armed,  and  accoutred,  than 
any  other  poitious  of  the  militia  They  would 
also  be  men  willing  to  serve,  and  to  theie  wen 
given  willing  officers  also,  agreeably  to  the  pro- 
TisliHis  in  the section;he trusted  thai ueir services 
in  time  of  danger  would  be  foand  lo  be  equal  to 
die  most  Eanguine  ezpeciBtiona  that  bad  been 
formed  of  them. 

Mr.  R.  W11.LIAH8  was  at  a  loss  to  know  how 
gentlemen  meant  to  apply  iheir  observations  with 
respeet  to  ibe  uncooatitutiooality  of  the  Presi- 
dent's appoiniing  the  officers  to  Uiese  corps,  on  a 
Motion  to  strike  out  the  section ;  because,  if  the 
motion  does  not  prevail,  the  section  can  be  amend- 
ed in  this  resect. 

Mr.  W.  said,  he  wu  opposed  to  this  bill,  aa  it 
went  to  raise  a  standing  army:  but,  with  respect 
Id  this  part  of  the  bill,  he  was  in  favor  ol  it.  As 
to  cOQseqneoeet  which  may  arise  from  the  abuse 
of  the  power  proposed  to  be  placed  in  the  Pr^  si- 
dent,  he  did  not  Uiink  that  a  proper  subject  of  in- 
quiry, for  he  did  not  know  how  gentlemen  could 
neoncile  ^e  idea  to  our  Gkivernment  of  suspect- 
ing ever^  department  of  abusing  ihe  powers 
I^ed  in  tbem.  If  the  persons  who  fill  the  offices 
am  base  enough  to  do  it,  all  of  ihem  may  be 
abused.  So  far  as  the  Consliiution  has  pointed 
oat  caption  as  necessary,  our  jealousy  ousht  to 
go  to  guard  against  the  abuse  ofpower^  but  to 
■ay  a  power  shall  not  be  gruiled,  because  it  is  lia- 
ble to  M  abused,  goes  against  placing  power  any 
where. 

This  section,  Mr.  Williahs  said,  only  went  to 
establish  ihe  principle  that  the  President  may  ac- 
4Bpt  (rf'  the  service  of  volunteer  corps ;  iha  detail 
of  tt  may  be  amended  as  the  committee  thmks 
■roper.  If  it  eonld  not  be  amended,  he  should  be 
iiapMed  to  vote  against  it ;  but,  until  ae  found  so 


amendment  could  be  made  in  it,  he  should  vote 
for  retaining  the  section.  As  to  ihe  principles  on 
which  tbe  service  of  these  corps  should  be  accept- 
ed, or  the  particular  purposes  for  which  ther 
should  be  called  out,  ibey  ought  to  be  designatetL 
The  Committee  had  got  into  difficulty  from  not 
considering  what  these  volunteers  ought  to  be 
called.  Ifihat  was  determined,  he  thought  gcnr 
ilemen  would  know  what  line  of  conduct  to  pnr- 
~  militia,  the  Constit 
appointing  officers  ti 
by  the  States ;  if  regulars,  that  the  President  ihnU 
appoint  ihem.  By  one  of  these  descriptions  ihejT 
must  be  called.  He  had  thought  that  this  point 
was  in  some  measure  decided  on  the  motion  to 
strike  out  the  word  "  regular,"  which  being  coi- 
ried,  he  thought  these  volunteers  were  to  he  con- 
sidered a  part  of  the  militia,  and  from  (hat  cir- 
cumstance he  apprehended  no  danger  from  n* 
laining  tbe  clause,  as  he  thought  it  would  he  the 
means  to  establish  a  good  militia.  He  should, 
therefore,  vo,ie  against  sirikinc  out  the  seottoo, 
with  an  expectation  that  it  will  undergo  amend- 
ment in  the  way  he  had  mentioned. 

Mr.  Gallatin  said,  it  appeared  to  him  that 
both  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  last  up^ 
and  the  Speaker,  hod  considered  Ibis  section  in  a, 
very  diSerent  point  of  view  from  that  in  which 
it  Iwd  been  stated  by  other  gentltmen.  Both  of 
them  considered  these  volunteers  as  a  part  of  the 
militia.  The  SpeaJter,  when  alluding  to  the  mi- 
litia of  New  Jersey,  had  said  they  were  organ- 
ised companies,  or  armed  associations.  He  alto 
cmsidersd  these  volunteers  in  the  tame  li^hL 
when  he  spoke  of  them  as  an  advanced  guard  of 
the  militia.  And  tbe  gentleman  from  North  Car- 
olina, when  he  spoke  of  an  amendment  which  he 
intended  to  introduce,  evidently  considered  these 
volunteers  as  a  part  of  (he  militia. 

Other  gentlemen  slated,  however,  that  these 
men  were  not  to  form  a  rart  of  the  militia,  hot  of 
the  Army  of  tbe  United  States;  ihat,if  tbey  were 
militia,  ihey  would  not  be  volunteer  associations, 
as  law  compels  militia  to  act ;  that  the  distinctive 
feature  between  regulars  and  militia  is.  that  the 
latter  are  obliged  by  law  10  serve,  and  the  former 
become  soldiers  by  their  own  consent  The  spirit 
a[  the  section  is,  Mr.  Q.  said,  not  that  these  vol- 
UQieers  should  be  a  part  of  the  militia,  but  of  tbe 
Army.  The  osMKiations  to  which  it  alludes  are 
perfectly  distinct  from  the  militia.  If  tbey  had 
not  been  considered  in  this  light  by  the  Senate^ 
where  the  bill  oii^nated,  they  would  not  have 
provided  that  the  officers  of  these  corps  should  be 
appointed  by  Ihe  President;  and,  until  what  feU 
from  the  Speaker,  and  the  ^otleraan  from  North 
Carolina,  in  relation  to  their  being  a  part  of  the 
militia,  he  had  no  idea  of  their  being  considered 
in  thai  light.  Indeed,  the  Speaker,  at  the  same 
time,  observed,  be  should  object  to  tbe  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina^  10 
make  tbe  section  clear  in  this  respect ;  therefore^ 
though  he  called  ihem  a  part  of  the  militia,  both 
his  arguments  and  the  spirit  of  tbe  section  prove 
tbey  are  not  really  eousidered  as  a  port  of  llto 
mUitia. 
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It  was  from  &  belief  that  these  corps  were  in-  I 
tended  to  make  a  part  of  the  Army  that  he  ob-  ' 
jecled  to  them,  and  nbowed  that,  If  they  were  to  . 
oe  considered  as  militia,  they  mig-ht  become  so 
without  any  new  law,  b$  there  are  vacancies  suf- 
ficient to  embrace  all  ibe  volunleers  who  may 
offer,  in  the  Tolunieer  corps  which  are  or  may  be 
attached  to  the  militia  of  the  several  Slates. 

In  support  of  this  opinioti,  Mr.  O.  read  ao  ei- 
tnct  from  the  militia  law,  which  enacts  thai 
there  shall  be  at  least  one  company  of  light  infan- 
try attached  to  each  battalion,  bai  does  not  restrict 
the  number  to  one  company ;  and  he  stated  that, 
in  many  ba(talion.%  that  company  was  not  even 
formed — that  there  were  vacancies  in  all — and 
thai,  supposing  in  some  instances  that  not  to  be 
the  case,  there  was  no  impediment  in  the  law 
tveventing:  the  formation  of  new  uniform  com- 
panies. 

When  be  mentioned  that  it  appeared  lo  be  the 
inteaiiun  of  ihe  section  under  consideration  to 
embody  a  certain  class  of  citizens,'  ^ueh  as  mer- 
chants,  lawyers,  &c.,  and  place  them  in  the  hands 
of  [he  President,  his  colleague  said  the  remark 
was  insidious,  and  that  be  (Mr.  G.)  must  know 
that  the  volunteer  corps  in  the  militia  are  com- 
posed chiefly  of  the  yeomanry  of  the  country. 
This  he  knew,. and  this  be  wished  to  continue  to 
be  the  case;  but  ibe  object  of  this  section  was  to 
create  a  change  in  that  respect^  and  to  make  the 
Tolunteert  a  separate  and  distmci  body  from  Ihe 
militia;  in  short,  [hat  they  should  not  be  com- 
posed of  men  of  all  descriptions.  And.  unless 
Mtrne.  reason  could  be  given  why  these  volunteers 
would  be  more  useful  under  this  new  oi^niza- 
tioD  than  a  militia,  he  wished  tfaem  to  be  consid- 
ered as  the  latter. 

His  colleague  (Mr.  Sitoreaves)  bad  ^iven  two 
reasons  why  these  men  should  be  considered  as 
r^vlars  rather  than  as  mihtia.  The  President, 
he  observed,  had  no  power  lo  call  out  any  part  of 
the  mitilia  for  a  longer  lerm  than  three  months; 
wbereas  he  would  be  authorized  to  call  out  these 
corps  for  two  years.  Bat  if  this  wa>  the  only  ob- 
jection, it  would  he  an  easy  matter  to  pass  a  law 
giving  the  President  (he  power  to  call  the  militia 
oat  for  a  longer  period.  Bui  ihis  wa*  not  the 
only  object  of  his  colleague — he  went  fiirther. 
He  said  there  was  an  essential  difference  between 
these  corps  and  the  militia  of  the  United  States; 
diat  the  law  which  authorizes  -  a  detachment 
of  the  militia  limits  their  services  to  invasion, 
insurrection,  or  imminent  danger;  whilst  the  bill 
now  before  the  committee  is  not  so  limited ;  and 
this  he  gave  as  a  reason  why  it  ought  to  beadopt- 
«d.  Now  he  would  ask  for  what  purpose  these 
Tolunteer  corps  could  be  employed,  other  than 
those  above  named  7  He  should  have  been  at  a 
loM  to  have  conjectured,  had  he  not  heard  an  ar- 
gument from  another  gentleman  from  Maasachu- 
aetta  which  seemed  to  lead  to  thai  object  After 
■peakiD^  of  the  imminent  danger  of  our  situation, 
and  giving  it  all  the  coloring  he  was  able,  he 
vent  on  to  cbt  thai  England  and  Ireland,  who 
Kood  in  a  similar  situation  with  us,  as  to  the  dan- 
ger of  an  inraaioo  from  France,  had  adopted  the 


plan  of  raising  volunteer  corps  upon  a  similar 
plan  with  these.  And  now,  said  Mr.  Q.,  I  would 
ask  whether  these  men  are  intended  to  be  raised 
for  purposes  similar  to  ihose  for  which  voluaieer 
corps  have  been  raised  in  England  and  Ireland? 
He  hoped  not. 

Another  gentleman  from  New  Jersey  (Mt.Dat- 
ton)  had  spoken  still  more  plainly,  and  told  tbe 
committee,  that,  in  addition  to  the  common  service 
of  Iroopfi,  these  volunteers  would  he  the  first,  ready, 
not  only  to  repel  any  invasion,  but  also  to  sup- 
press seditious  and  disaffected  persons,  iDsurgents, 
or  any  daring  infractors  of  the  laws.  Mr.  O. 
asked,  whether  it  could  be  supposed  these  volna- 
teers  would  be  belter  able  to  meet  any  of  these 
cases  than  the  militia,  j[and  the  gentleman  from 
New  Jersey  argued  as  if  he  thought  so,)  end,  if  so, 
what  will  make  them  belter?  The  gentleman 
himself  had  proved  that  the  militia  are  equal  to 
tbe  subduing  of  insarreciions  by  mentioning  the 
Western  insurrectioa,  which  was  subdued  by  the 
mililia  of  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Maryland, 
and  Virginia.  Four  years,  Mr.  O.  said,  had  elapsed 
since  that  insurreciioo,  and  from  that  lime  uolh- 
ing  has  been  seen  but  a  cheerful  submission  to  the 
laws.  From  that  time,  it  is  true,  we  have  seen 
differences  of  political  opinion,  but  no  symptom 
of  any  infraction  of  the  laws.  On  the  contrary, 
we  have  seen  nothing  but  an  universal  attachment 
to  the  Constitution,  and  a  sense  of  the  happiness  en- 
joyed under  it.  Why,  then,  is  the  House  told,  not 
only  to-day,  but  on  former  occasions,  of  seditious 
anddisaffected  persons — of  dangers  threatened  to 
this  country  from  insurrections  1  Of  the  dangers 
of  an  invasion  he  had  already  spoken,  and  would 
not  repeat  his  observations  on  that  head.  But  sea- 
tlemen  do  nol  stop  here.  Tbey  speak  not  only  of 
tbe  danger  of  an  invasion,  but  o[  the  danger  of  a 
revolution — of  an  oversettingof  the  Oovernmeot; 
and  this  is  represented  as  more  dangerous,  and  as 
likely  lo  be  attended  with  more  disorder,  than 
were  the  incursions  of  the  Oolhs  and  Vandals  of 
old.  Such  was  the  language  held  five  years  a^ 
in  Elngland.  Gentlemen  profess  themselves  afraid 
of  the  effects  of  the  French  Revolution ;  but  he 
owned  he  was  afraid  oflfaatsystem  of  alarm  whioh 
was  raised  five  years  ago  in  England,  and  which 
gentleman  seem  now  to  be  endeavoring  to  produce 
in  this  country.  He  would  call  it  a  system  of 
alarm  which  exaggerated  the  danger  of  our  situa- 
tion ;  which,  because  our  vessels  continue  to  be 
captured  in  an  unjustifiable  manner,  suggests  the 
existence  of  a  plan  on  foot  for  oversetting  the  Oor- 
ernment  by  a  part  of  the  people  themsdves.  with 
the  assistance  of  a  foreign  nation.  He  would  call 
it  a  system  of  alarm  similar  to  that  of  England, 
whicn,  day  after  day,  brings  forth  motions  calcu- 
lated to  spread  fears  of  imaginary  dangO's;  which 
onedayproducesan  alien  bill ;  on  the  next,  attempts 
lo  introauce  an  unconsiitoiional  sedition  bill ;  and, 
finally,  wants  military  associations  of  one  part  of 
the  people,  in  order  to  suppress  a  snppoted  disaffec- 
tion of  the  rest  of  the  commtiniiy.  And,  seeing 
that  these  motions  rapidly  succeed  one  another, 
no  one  can  tell  how  fu:  it  was  intended  to  extend 
that  system,  and  whether  wa  dull  nol  eoon  hew 
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of  fictitious  conspiracies,  pop-gun  plots,  aod  every 
Olber  party  artifice  trhiea  lias  been  pracliEed  in 
England.  What,  Mr.  O.  would  ask,  bad  been  ilie 
object,  and  what  the  consequence,  of  that  system 
m  £nglaad  ?  To  strenfcthen  the  Executive  at  the 
Expense  of  individual  liberty,  and  to  inToWe  the 
coantry  in  the  most  fatal  war — a  war  ibat  has 
brougiit  that  country  to  tbe  very  brink  of  destrue- 
.tion.  Whether  there  existed  in  England,  at  that 
time,  sufficient  reasons  to  bare  suggested  those 
measures;  whether  (here  were  in  that  country  a 
number  of  persons  disaffected  to  their  own  Qoy- 
ernment,aud  desirous  of  producing  there  a  revolu- 
tion, he  wasnotaufficieDtlyinformed  to  be  prepared 
either  to  affirm  or  to  deny.  But,  certain  he  was, 
that  whatever  danger  might  have  existed  there 
from  France,  or  from  internal  disaffection,  tbe 
measures  adopted  by  that  Gorernmeni,  bowerer 
well  calculated  to  suppress  for  tbe  moment  any 
dangerous  symptoms,  bad  ultimately  terminated 
iu  creating  real  and  imminent  danger  from  within 
and  from  abroad ;  had  brought  Ireland  to  its  pre- 
aeat  deplorable  situation ;  had  provoked  perhaps 
a  fatal  invasion,  and,  instead  of  preventing,  had 
paved  the  way  for  a  revolution. 

But,  supposing  there  were  reasons  which  im- 
pelled the  British  Government  to  take  the  mea- 
sures which    they  did  take,  Hr.  O.  asked  what 


country  1     He  knev 


1  this 


og  which  had  taken 
place  bete,  since  the  Western  insurrection  (as  he 
already  said)' which  could  indicate  a  necessity  for 
troops  to  awe  the  people  of  this  country,  unless, 
indeed,  it  was  the  intention  of  gentlemen  to  sup- 
press polilicaj  opinion.  He  saw  symptoms  on  this 
floor,  and  in  various  parts  of  the  coantry,  of  a  dif- 
ference of  political  opinion  ;  but  none  exists  any- 
where as  to  tbe  propriety  and  necessity  of  repelling 
•n  invading  enemy,  of  supporting  tbe  Constitu- 
tion, the  liberty  and  independence  of  the  country, 
even  among  those  who  may  have  been  displeased 
with  tbe  form«T  conduct  of  our  GoventmcDl,  in 
some  of  its  foreign  relations. 

Gentlemenin  this  House,  Mr.  Q.  said,  very  often 
differed  in  opinion  as  to  tbe  pro[niety  of  laws  and 
sections  of  laws  which  passed  tbe  Legislature  of 
tbe  Union ;  but,  when  they  are  passed,  all  were  of 
one  opinion  as  to  their  being  carried  into  effect. 
Yet  it  would  seem,  that,  because  persons  differ  in 
opinion  on  various  subjects,  those  who  do  not 
come  up  to-the  standard  of  tbe  present  majority 
of  Congress.are  to  be  considered  as  seditioux  and 
disafiected  persons.  If  this  were  not  tbe  case,  be 
could  not  see  the  use  of  the  motion  which  bis 
this  morning  been  laid  upon  the  table,  authorizing 
die  Committee  for  the  Protection  of  Coinmerce 
and  the  Defence  of  the  Country  to  report  a  bill  to 
enable  the  President  to  wcure,  remove,  and  other- 
wise resirict  aliens  and  othtTj  (tbe  word  aliens 
might  as  well  have  been  omitted,  for  tbe  word 
Ot&r  includes  every  description,  whether  citiieens 
or  aliens,)  disaffected  or  seditious  persons.  This 
be  considered  as  a  part  of  the  alarm  system.  He 
did  not  believe  that  there  weie  any  smliiious  per- 
•ona  within  the  United  States  that  could  render  il 
necessary  for  Congress  to  uarcisa  a  power  for- 


bidden by  the  Conititutioo  ;  for  he  denied  (bat 
they  bad  pow«r  to  remove  any  citizen  out  of  the 
United  States ;  nor  was  there  any  necessity  for  a 
military  Basociaiioa  to  assist  the  Executive  in  the 
exercise  of  his  legal  authority. 

If,  said  Mr.  O.,  this  section  of  the  bill  is  to  be  con* 
sidered  merely  as  providing  ■  force  against  any 
invasion  which  may  be  attempted  against  ihia 
country,  he  would  ask,  in  what  respects  these  vol- 
unteers  would  be  belter  Sited  for  that  purpose  than 
ibe  miliiia  corps?  And  if  there  be  no  differenee, 
he  had  already  contended  that  there  is  no  occasion 
for  this  law,  as  volunteers  (o  any  amount  toight 
join  ibe  militia,  according  to  the  existing  laws. 

His  colleague,  (Mr.  Bitorbaves)  in  reply  to 
jme  observations  of  his,  had  said,  that  ihe  consi- 
deration of  these  volunteers  being  generally  men 
of  property,  or  who  have  eipectatioDs  of  coming 
into  the  possession  of  property,  wilt  be  the  very 
reason  why  they  will  prove  a  sure  defence  of  the 
country.  Mr.  O.  said,  he  had  is  much  confidence 
in  men  of  property  as  others,  but  no  more  than  be 
had  in  every  tree,  Independent  ciiizeu.  Whether 
a  man  be  rich  or  poor,  provided  he  has  a  common 
interest  in  the  wufare  of  the  community,  he  had 
an  equal  reliance  upon  him.  And  this  is  a  Con- 
stitutional idea ;  for  the  Constitution  says,  "  tha 
rights  of  the  people  to  bear  arms  shall  not  be  ques- 
tioned." Upon  that  ground,  therefore,  no  sound 
argament  could  be  drawn. 

When  his  colleague  said,  that  no  objection  could 
be  btooght  against  this  corps,  on  the  principle  i^ 
its  being  placed  under  tbe  command  of  the  Presi- 
dent, as  the  militia  is  also  placed  under  his  eon»- 
mand,  what  does  the  remark  amount  to,  but  to  say 
that  rII  the  military  force  which  can  be  raised  must 
be  placed  under  h[s  command?  This  he  knew; 
but,  because  all  the  force  to  be  raised  must  be 
placed  under  bis  command,  does  it  result  that  it 
may  not  be  dangerous  to  raise,  and  therefore  to 
place  under  his  command,  a  force  of  a  eralain  d^ 
sctiption,  and  unlimited  as  to  its  number?  Tlii* 
section  does  not  nay  how  the  force  is  to  be  em- 


sal  of  the  President  of  the  United  Slates.  And 
.they  are  not  only  placed  at  his  disposal,  without 
any  restriction,  but  he  may  accept  of  the  service 
ofas  many  as  shall  offer  themselves.  By  thisUw, 
Congress  give  up  their  right  of  judging  in  every 
instance,  and  leave  to  ihe  President  the  sole  power 
of  determining  both  the  application  and  the  num- 
ber of  the  Army. 

Mr.  Q.  said,  his  great  objection  to  this  armed 
force  was,  that  it  bad  tbe  appearance  of  arming 
one  part  of  the  people  to  guard  against  the  other; 
and  (his  wns  evident  from  tbe  arguments  of  gen- 
tlemen themselves,  when  they  speak  of  (his  force 
being  wanted  for  the  same  purpose  for  which  a 
similar  force  has  been  resorted  to  in  England  and 
Ireland.  In  short,  if  we  coniiderthe  present  slate 
of  this  country,  and  that,  in  case  of  attack,  nothing 
can  be  so  desirable  as  unanimity^  be  did  not  think 
it  would  be  prudent  to  have  ihis  half-way  corpa 
between  regulars  and  miliiia,  which  would  disgiut 
the  militia,  and  which,  in  hu  opinion,  would  iatfa«t 
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have  a  teodency  to  divide  and  disuoiie  the  coua- 
t[)r,  Uiaa  to  provide  for  its  defence  ia  case  of  leat 
innget. 
Hr.  Hastley  said,  tbe  geatlemmi  last  up,  in 

speaking  of  the  ltd  ops  which  subdued  ihe  insurtec- 
Uon  in  this  State,  represented  them  as  beingWholly 
draughted  from  the  militia.  He  must  lecollect 
that  one  of  the  most  respectahle  corps  emplnyed 
-_  .1.-. : MaTolunlecr  corps  of  this  city. 


Ktttleman  from  Fenniylvania,  (Mr.  Gallatih.) 
eauK  he  conceited  tbat  bis  arguments  were  so 
much  at  war  vith  each  otii« — so  cootradictory, 
%ud  so  palpably  absurd — that  it  was  scarcely  ne- 
cessary to  bring  them  into  riew  to  refute  them^ 

But  he  would  make  a  few  observations  on  the 
ground  of  expediency.  As  to  the  ground  of  con- 
stilutionality,  gentlemen  must  excuse  him  if  be 
•aid  he  did  not  think  them  serious  in  their  objec~ 
tions  on  that  head,  li  appeared  to  him  as  if  what 
Vassaid  dd  this  part  of  the  subject  was  one  of  those 
excursions  which  gentlemen  are  apt  to  take  when 
they  have  nothing  material  to  say.  He  should, 
therefor^  tieat  this  ar^ment  in  the  only  way  in 
which  he  could  treat  ii,  except  it  were  with  ridi- 
cule, by  passing  it  over  in  silence. 

Two  abjections  have  been  urged  against  this 
measure,  on  the  ground  of  expediency :  one  is,  that 
this  force,  when  organized,  will  difler  in  no  respect 
from  ordinary  miUtia,  and  therefore  will  not  be 
more  efieetivej  the  other  is,  that  it  will  be  extremely 
dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  the  ooUDtiy. 

Mi.  H.  said  tie  had  oFien  heard  itanding  armie* 
railed  against,  from  thedaysof  Pulteney  toihepre' 
aent  time.  It  was  a  fine  subject  for  popular  decla- 
matioB,  and  was  therefore  often  embraced,  when 
an  orator  wished  to  make  a  speech  for  the  public 
car;  but  it  was  reserved  to  this  day,  and  to  this 
■ation,  to  discover,  not  that  standing  armies  of 
meroenary  troops  are  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of 
a  oountiy,  but  tnat  armed  citizens  are  dangerous 
to  its  liberties.  Gentlemen  now  hear,  for  the  first 
time,  that  they  cannot  trust  their  own  brethren, 
ttteir  sons,  their  dearest  relation* — the  youth  of  the 
oountiy ;  that  generous  vouth  who  come  forward 
•ad  say  that  they  are  readv  to  lay  open  their  breasts, 
lo  receive  the  first  wotmoa  that  are  indicted  upon 
^eir  country.  Certain  gentlemen  are  alarmed  to 
see  this  corps  of  generous  youth,  and  represent 
tbem  as  a  force  not  to  be  trusted.  Whyl  Because 
it  will  prove  dangerous  to  liberty.  To  the  liberty 
of  insurgents,  and  the  seditious,  Mr.  H.  believed 
this  force  would  be  danserous,  The  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania,  no  doubt,  recollects  how  ex- 
tremely dangerous  volunteer  corps  are  to  liberty  of 
thiskiod.ihoughhedidnot  know  that  this  recollec- 
tion produced  any  part  of  the  antipathy  which  be 
sow  shows  to  the  proposed  eitablishmenl ;  tb( 
ke  could  see  a  natural  cause  for  it,  as  it  wei 
put  a  hook  in  the  nose  of  insurgents — of  those  who 
wish  to  overturn  the  Government.  In  this,  he 
eould  find  a  natural  cause  of  aversion  in  that  ata- 
tleman  again  st  armed  assoc  iat  ions  ofciiizeDS,which 
ve  the  natural  defence  of  Republican  Govern- 
■Knta.  bwasbecauKlkeaeassociationsweradaa- 


gerous  to  the  species  of  liberty  which  he  had  de- 
scribed that  Mr.  H.  was  in  favor  of  them  ;  because 
they  are  dangerous  to  that  foe,  those  perturfaator* 
of  mankind,  who  are  not  content  with  destroying 
our  commerce,butwho  threaten  to  destroy  all  that 
is  held  sacred  io  this  country — our  Govemmeet,  all 
our  valuable  institutions,  our  laws,  and  our  liberty. 
But,  said  Mr.  U.,  we  are  told  that  no  danger 
exists ;  and  when  we  wish  to  put  arms  into  iht 
hands  of  onr  citizens,  aikd  speak  of  danger,  we  are 
charged  with  introducing  a  system  of  alarm,  bf 
which  this  oountry  will  be  brought  into  a  similn 
situation  with  iliat  of  another  country.  The 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  mentioned  Sag- 
Mnd,  and  deplored  the  effect  which  alarm  had 

Eroduced  there.  He  believed  he  did  de|:dore  it, 
eeause  it  put  an  effectual  check  to  disaffeetioD 
and  disorganization ;  it  also  put  a  check  to  French 
principles  and  French  arms,  and  this  he  believed 
;enilemaa  regretted.  On  the  contrary  he 
If  rejoiced  in  this,  because  he  thought  the 
effect  of  it  had  been  happy,  and  he  believed  no- 
thing else  would  have  saved  Eegland  from  dc- 
-uction.  It  was  on  this  account  that  he  wished 
see  the  same  system  of  alarm  exist  here.  What 
has  been  the  eSect  in  Bngland?  It  baa  brought 
forward  the  people — the  cultivators  of  the  aoil, 


the 


lOHessors  of  property — they  have  U 
hand*,  and  rallied  rouai 


round  their  Govera- 
They  luive  said,  "  though  our  Oovern- 
meni  is  not  the  best  in  tlie  world,  though  onra  M 
the  higheat  lot  of  happiness  wbfch  exists,  yet 
happiness  in  the  extreme  when  c(W»tared  with 
that  which  threatens  our  existeoee."  They  have 
therefore  armed  themselves,  and  the  friend*  of 
France  in  that  cauniry  have  been  put  down.  And 
how  was  this  effected  1  By  the  system  of  alarm, 
of  which  ths  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  com- 
plains i  notwithstanding  the  soporiGes  which  wans 
there  continually  held  out  to  induce  the  Govern* 
ment  to  act  a  contrary  part,  by  men  who  cried 
out  peace,  peace !  to  hoodwink  the  community, 
This  system  of  alarm  had,  however,  opened  theu 
eyes.  It  will,  said  Mr.  H.,  have  die  Mme  effect 
here^  if  only  kept  up ;  it  will  preserve  ua  from 
foreign  invasion  and  internal  enemies. 

It  19  denied  by  those  who  either  do  not  aee  the 
danger,  or  who  have  succeeded  in  lulling  them- 
selves and  others  to  sleep,  that  the  danger  exista, 
and  they  wish  ibe  alarm  to  cease.  Then,  indeed, 
he  should  tremble  for  the  fate  of  his  country) 
then  should  he  think  the  doors  woe  open  to  foreign 
influence,  domestic  insnrreciion.  and  plander; 
then  should  he  expect  to  see  the  L^iriature  of  the 
country  go  out  to  welcome  French  Commission- 
ers, and  receive  orders  from  their  hands ;  but^ 
whilst  this  alarm  exists,  he  should  apprehend  no 
danger,  he  should  resist  these  opiates,  and  en- 
deavor to  draw  aside  the  veil  which  tne  gentle- 
man from  Peonsylvania  and  others  endeavor  to 
spread  before  the  eyes  of  the  people.  Indeed,  he 
believed  the  ri^ts  and  liberties  of  the  people  of 
thia  country  rested  on  a  small  pivot,  which  waa  to 
be  found  la  (he  present  well-founded  alarm,  ani 
a  slight  sitoke  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennayl- 
vaoia  might  eaaily  ovenum  tlM  whole. 
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1  if  tbat  geailemiD  v 


•  BUccMd  i. 


..  _  I  the  people.  They  will  defend  them- 
•etves.  If  CoDgress  should  be  so  blind  to  their 
interest  as  not  to  lend  their  Eiid  to  organize  tbese 
ToluQteer  citizens  for  ibeir  defence,  he  bc^d  and 
trusted  they  would  not  be  forgetful  of  their  duty. 

But  the  geaileman  from  Pennsylraoia  com- 
plains  that  these  volunteers  are  not  made  a  part 
of  the  militia,  and  denies  that  they  will  be  any- 
Aing  saperior,  Why,  then,  does  be  quarrel  with 
the  Institution  1  If  it  did  not  give  a  more  effectual 
defence  against  either  an  miernol  or  external 
enemy,  wny  does  it  offend  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylranm  and  bis  supporters?  He  thought 
their  dislike  of  it  the  best  proof  which  could  be 
adduced  in  Its  faror.  They  acknowledge  that 
these  corps  will  have  sirenatb,  nerre,  and  force. 
The  only  question  is  about  directing  it ;  and  Ibey 
we  afraid  of  a  possible  direction  of  iL  It  was  his 
wiah  to  hare  it  so  organized  as  that  it  might  act ; 
Ktid  whenever  the  same  crisis  shall  exist  that  has 
existed  in  Ireland,  and  such  as  has  threatened 
Bnfland,  he  would  call  all  this  force  into  action. 
Whenever  an  Executive  Directory  shall  be  sit- 
ting, and  a  day  shall  hare  been  fixed  for  assassi- 
MtiDg  the  aristocrats  or  all  those  who  do  not 
concur  in  the  principles  of  French  democracy, 
then  he  should  wish  this  force  to  be  turned  against 
these  persons.  He  believed,  however,  this  time 
was  far  off,  and  he  believed  the  formidable  nature 
of  this  force  would  effectually  prevent  its  arrival. 

If,  said  Mr.  H.,  there  be  no  dangers  of  this 
kind ;  if  there  be  no  persons  disposed  to  excite  in- 
adrreetioos;  no  persons  ready  to  aid  a  foreign 
fte,  and  r«lly  round  a  forei^  standard,  and  no  in- 
n«an  takes  plaee,  diere  wilt  be  nothing  for  these 
Tolunteen  to  be  called  upon  to  do ;  they  will  have 
OMI  nothing,  and  no  inconvenienoe  will  arise 
ftom  having  had  them  in  readiness. 

But  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  says^  the 
militia  are  equal  to  the  quelling  of  insurrections, 
atid  adduces  the  Western  insmreeiion  as  a  proof 
of  il.  But  was  il  not  known  that  means  were 
taken  to  damp  and  palsy  the  spirit  of  the  ttilitia 
in  that  B&ir,  which  effect  was  not  removed  until 
alter  the  voliinteera  came  forward  g  and  this  wks 
«ae  sf  the  crine*  of  which  the  volnnteers  were 
(tiilty,  and  it  was  a  sin  which  caoDot  be  pardoned 
nr  forgotten  by  that  gentleman,  but  it  was  one  of 
those  things  which  endeared  voluntew  corps  to 
him.  And  unless  the  nntleman  from  Peonsyl- 
nnia  could  convince  him  that  the  people  will 
feel  themselves  less  secure  when  they  see  a  large 
force  in  the  country,  than  when  they  have  none, 
he  should  not  believe  that  the  establishment  of 
this  corps  could  produce  a  bad  effect  upon  the 
nilitia.  On  the  coalrary,  he  believed  it  vould 
■sciis  emulation  in  the  militia.  They  will  say, 
we  will  not  suffer  these  stripling  to  get  all  the 
lanrel*.  This  spirit  will  begin  with  the  most  ac- 
tive, but  it  will  spread  through  the  whole  of  the 
•otamunity. 

Qeatlemen  speak  of  this  as  a  permanent  corps. 
This  is  contrary  to  the  provisions  of  this  bill ;  if 
not,  it  might  be  easily  limiied.    And  what  will 


happen  after  these  voluateers  shall  return  fro« 
service?  Will  they  disorganize  the  militia,  by 
carrying  with  them  home  a  knowledge  of  amn 
and  military  duly?  He  believed  a  very  conttaiy 
effect  would  be  produced.  He  was  persuaded  they 
would  carry  home  wjth  ihem  to  the  militia  those 
materials  out  of  which  soldiers  only  can  be  made. 
As  to  the  idea  of  these  volunteers  being  i^ 
stricted  to  certain  classes  of  persons,  it  is  too  con- 
temptible for  serious  notice.  Can  it  be  believed 
that  the  independent  citizens  of  this  country,  b^ 
cause  they  are  not  rich,  cannot  provide  them- 
selves with  the  necessary  anas  and  accoub<»- 
ments  of  a  volunteer?  No;  they  will  say,  "thoagh 
we  are  not  so  rich  as  our  neighbors,  we  are  rieh 
eaougb  to  buy  our  arms  and  military  coat."  H« 
had  seen  the  militia  act  in  thiv  maooer  in  tha 
town  where  he  lived ;  ^d  though  thev  had  ea- 
pensive  uniforms  and  equipments,  tne  spirit 
spread,  and  men  of  all  descriptions,  from  the  moat 
wealthy,  to  those  who  worked  for  their  daily  sub- 
sistence, provided  themselves  with  then.  And 
he  could  not  believe  that  any  American,  who  poe- 
sesses  his  health  and  libertv,  was  so  poor  as  not 
to  be  able  to  provide  himself  with  the  necessary 
arras  and  uniform  to  become  a  volunteer.  Yet 
gentlemen  chose  to  insinnate,  thai  this  was  a  ptan 
to  arm  the  rich  against  the  poor.  '  Who  dare  talk 
to  the  people  of  Amoica  of  their  poverty  ?  li  ia 
an  inapplicable  (Arase  in  this  country-  As  he  had 
already  said,  every  man  could  afford  lo  become  a 
volunteer ;  the  will  only  was  necessary ;  and  that 
will,  he  was  persuaded,  was  ready,  if  not  damped 
by  the  motion  of  the  geatlenuui  from  Penik-  . 

The  modifications  ot  whicl^  the  clause  ia  sa»- 
ceptible,  he  would  not  point  out ;  but,  if  there  wm 
any  which  could  be  agreed  to,  wilhoot  cutting  up 
the  principle  of  (he  section,  he  should  be  ready  to 
assent  to  it ;  but  because  the  details  of  the  section 
do  not  please  gentlemen,  is  that  a  good  reasoB 
for  striking  out  the  section  itself?  Certainly  not. 
In  the  language  of  the  gentleman  from  New  Je^■ 
sey,  it  is  auothu  instance  of  the  unfiiir  proceed- 
ings by  which  every  stage  of  this  ImU  had  be« 
combated  and  opposed. 

Mr.  Gallatin  and  Mr.  Bkookb  rose  togethea. 
The  Utter  had  the  preference. 


Mr.  BaooKB  supposed,  that  bv  ibis  time  tha 

'  'lave  been  ready  for  the  quev 

He  did  not  himself  intend  lo  have  saiil 


anything  ujion  it ;  but  seeing  the  gentlem: 
Pamsylvania  ready  to  take  the  floor  again,  h« 
would  first  lay  a  few  words  upon  it,  that  that 
gentleman  rnight  have  an  opportunity  of  remark- 
mg  upon  what  be  said  also.  That  gentleman  had 
gone  throuffh  a  labyrinth  of  oroosition  to  everf 
measure  of  defence;  he  believed  ha  must  now  hava 
come  preity  nearly  to  a  conclusion.  He  coaU 
not  refuse,  indeed,  an  appropriation  for  the  forto 
and  harbors,  but  that  was  very  coofined;  bat  he 
had  successively  opposed  all  the  other  n 
of  dwTenee.  The  naval  arflameat,  he  « 
tain,  would  produce  war,  though  now  be  inaiHS 
anon  it  that  there  is  no  danoer  of  war,  yet  h» 
hitnsclf  had  advices  uhia  day  oivasseisof  lh«  eiM> 
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mj  being  in  tbe  harbor  of  New  York,  that  (hey 
had  taken  two  ressels  there,  and  that  they  were 
ready  to  point  Iheii  guns  upon  us.  The  provi- 
sional army  the  gentleman  from  PennayfTania 
oppoied  in  every  siiape  ;  and  now  he  attacks  the 
Toliuite«r  corps,  whicn  seems  to  be  his  l^t  point. 
These  volunteer  uorps  he  caonot  bear  the  name 
of.  Why  ?  Because  thev  show  the  spirit  ol  the 
people  more  than  any  otner  measure.  Oovern- 
menl  will  now  find  who  are  willing  to  defend  the 
eountry.  This  surely  was  not  the  reason  why  he 
objected  to  it ;  and  yet  a  stranger  would  be  apt  to 
think  to.  He  would  venture  to  say  one  thing, 
howcTer,  that  if  the  French  Directory  had  had  an 
■gent  on  this  floor  to  have  plead  their  cause,  he 
could  not  have  done  it  more  effectually  than  the 
gentleman  fiom  Pennsylvania ;  and  ttiat  gentle- 
man may  certainly  have  this  consolation,  that  if, 
by  any  Jbriuitous  circumstances,  he  should  be 
driven  from  this  happy  country,  he  will  certainty 
be  received  in  another,  with  s  crv  of  "  Welt  done, 
good  and  faithful  serrant,  enter  thou  into  the  arms 
of  the  Directory." 

The  gentleman  had  confidently  said,  that  there 
U  no  daooer  to  be  apprehended  from  an  invasion, 
because  ne  was  convinced  the  citizens  of  this 
country  would  suffer  no  foreigner,  who  comes  with 
hostile  views,  long  to  exist  on  our  shores ;  but  Mr. 
B.  believed  the  way  to  be  safe  was  not  the  ca 
of  silting  stitl  and  folding  oar  arms,  recomniended 
by  that  gentleman,  supjiosing  danger  at  a  distance. 
If  we  should  he  founo  in  such  a  situation  tve  may 
expect  to  be  overtaken  with  danger,  as  with  a 
.  whirlwind.  He  had  said  much  of  the  cheerful 
submission  of  the  people  to  the  laws.  He  was  him- 
self glad  to  hear, it;  though  he  believed  it  was 
more  from  a  principle  of  fear,  than  love,  in  cei 
quarters  of  the  Union. 

But  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  says, 
there  is  no  danger  to  he  apprehended  from  insur 
lectioo,  or  from  persons  in  this  country  joining  thi 
■tandard  of  any  enemy  who  may  attack  us;  hut 
said  he,  we  have  better  authcvity  than  the  word  of 
that  gentleman  to  believe  the  contrary.  The  Bi- 
ecudve  Directory  have  said,  that  they  have  diplo- 
matic agents  here,  that  they  have  them  in  abund- 
ance ;  so  that  they  are  better  acquainted  with  the 
situation  of  thin{^  here  than  that  gentleman  is 
willing  to  believe,  or  to  admit.  He  himself  be- 
lieved  the  fact,  to  a  certain  extent;  and  the  best 
way  of  gnarding  against  danger  is  to  be  ready 
fepel  iL  Even  m  this  city,  on  a  late  occasion, 
feeble  opposition  of  foolish  men.  mounted,  the 
French  cockade,  and  declared  tnat,  when  the 
French  troops  came,  they  would  join  them.  Pool' 
ish  men  1  he  called  them,  for  he  apprehended  they 
bad  discovered  the  truth  too  soon  ;  and,  triflingas 
diis  may  seem,  he  was  of  opinion  these  men  only 
spoke  what  they  heard,  and  that  these  things  did 
not  originate  with  themselves. 

But  the  gentleman  says,  that  if  these  volnnieers 
are  permitted  to  ami  and  equip  themselves,  it  will 
disgust  the  militia.  "Little  does  that  gentleman 
kuowof  the  spirit  of  this  country.  Had  he  been 
kete  at  the  b^ifming  of  the  Revoluiion,  he  would 
kave  aeen  men  of  a  dUferent  descri|4i«i.    He 


never  knew  any  jealousy  among  our  soldiers  or 
:ia,  because  one  looked  a  little  smarter  than 
another.  At  ibe  present  time,  indeed,  he  believed 
if  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  would  go  out 
an  a  review-day,  he  would  see  part  of  the  militia 
of  this  State,  as  well  as  others,  in  nniform,  sad 

Stt  in  common  clothes,  without  any  disagreeable 
ilings  being  entertained  on  that  account. 

Mr.  B.  concluded  with  saying,  that  as  the  day 
was  far  advanced,  he  would  not  take  upany  long- 
er the  time  of  the  committee  than  to  say,  that 
either  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  does  not 
understand  the  subject,  or  his  reasoning  is  peculiar 
to  himself. 

Mr.  Qallatih  said,  he  should  disappoint  the 
member  from  New  York,  in  some  degree,  as  he 
expressed  an  expectation  that  he  (Mr.  G.)  should 
answer  what  might  fall  from  him:  hut  when  a 
member  so  far  abandoned  every  rule  of  common 
decency,  so  far  forgot  the  respect  due  to  this 
House,  and  so  far  insulted  the  understanding  of 
members,  as  to  pay  no  attention  to  the  question 
under  discussion,  but,  laying  argument  aside,  goes 
merely  into  a  wide  field  of  abusive  declamaticm, 
he  conceived  him  entilled  only  to  sileut  contempt, 
and  that,  and  that  alone  the  member  from  New 
York  would  receive  from  him. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  Ut.  Q. 
said,  had  not  made  any  reply  to  the  leading  argo- 
menls  urged  against  the  section  under  considelK- 

He  would  once  more  ask  whence  arose  the  par- 
ticular partiality  which  is  shown  to  the  propMcd 
organization  of  ihese  corps  1  Are  gentlemen 
afraid  that  the  present  militia  officer*  will  not  be 
so  good  as  those  appointed  by  the  Prenidentof  the 
United  States  7  Or  are  thev  afraid  that  if  these 
corps  are  organized  agreeably  to  the  existing  laws 


of  the  United  Stales,  thai  they  will  o 
a  defence  as  if  organized  accordiuir  t 
bill? 


be  so  good 
the  present 


When  gentlemen  speak  of  the  Western  instir- 
rection,  and  of  volunteer  corps,  why  do  they  not 
say  tiKre  was  only  one  volunteer  corps  not  attach- 
ed to  the  militia  out  of  13,000  men,  and  he  adduc- 
ed this  as  a  proof  to  show  that,  whatever  disorders 
might  take  place  in  the  country,  the  militia  would 
be  sufficient  to  quell  them.  They  seemed  to  think 
differently,  and  that  they  are  not  to  be  trusted. 

Gteotlemen  opposed  to  this  motion  charge  the 
supporters  of  it  with  being  afraid  to  put  arms  into 
the  nanda  of  the  citizens.  The  charge  was  un- 
founded. They  are  not  afraid  of  putting  arms 
into  the  hands  of  our  citizens,  but  they  do  not 
wish  to  put  them  into  the  hands  of  a  few  chosen 
persons,  to  the  exclusion  of  others.  The  reliance 
of  the  supporters  of  this  motion  is  in  the  people  at 
large ;  that  of  the  opposers  of  it  in  these  tew.  Mr. 
G.  wished  gentlemen  to  show  the  difference  be- 
tween these  corps  and  militia,  and  what  are  the 
great  advantages  in  favor  of  these,  and  then  the 
committee  may  judge  between  the  merits  of  each. 
He  could  see  no  advantage  from  the  present  plan ; 
all  that  he  could  conceive  from  it  was,  that  its 
snpporten  believe  thtn  is  more  safety  in  arming 
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ft  select  few,  thao  in  depeodii);  upoD  the  whole 

But  the  committee  are  told  that,  these  volun- 
teer!, thus  organized,  aie  the  best  calculated  for 
suppressing  pertarbalora  and  diEOrgmnizers.  But 
this  Wat  a  mere  usertioD,  and  no  argument  had 
been  adduced  to  prove  that  they  would  be  better 
calculated  for  that  purpose  than  the  people  at 
large,  or  more  likely  to  exert  tbemselves  in  nup- 
pott  of  the  Cooatilutioo  and  liberties  of  the  coun- 
try. The  gentleman  from  South  Caroliiw  bad* 
uid,  there  were  disorganizers  and  seditious  per- 
sons in  the  country,  and  that  he  was  determined 
to  support  the  present  system  of  alarm ;  and  yet 
he  has  not  shown  where  these  diitotgaDizerB  and 
pertorbators  exisL  Is  there  any thitig  known,  Mr. 
O.  asked,  to  induce  a  belief  that  tbere  an  persons 
of  this  description  in  any  part  of  tbe  United 
States?  Aod  wbeogentlemen.  without  any proof^ 
insist  tbat  if  those  volnnteers  jthall  consist  oi  men 
of  greater  property,  they  will,  on  thai  account,  be 
the  most  proper  to  suppress  sedition,  he  would  not 
hesitate  to  say  tbat  the  assertion  implied  an  illib- 
eral and  unfonnded  insinuation  against  all  the 
other  classes  of  the  community,  and  wasacalum- 
ny  on  tbe  great  mass  of  the  people  of  tbe  United 
Sutea. 

But  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  went 
on  to  support  the  justice  and  policy  of  a  similar 
plan  adapted  in  England,  the  effect  of  which,  be 
sai^Kwes,  has  been  to  suppress  insurrection,  and 
to  sare  tbat  country  from  that  general  system  of 
devastation  which  has  taken  place  throughout 
Europe.  But  what,  Mr.  O.  asked,  are  the  effects 
which  we  see  arising  from  this  system  7  From 
that  system  of  alarm  and  from  that  combination 
against  France,  which  went  hand  in  hand,  at  the 
commeocemenl  of  tbe  European  war  1  Tbe  cod- 
seqnence  has  been  that  France  has  not  rested  sat- 
isfied with  making  regulations  in  her  own  Oor- 
anment,  bat  has  sabjugsisd  some  of  the  Goest 
coantries  in  Europe,  and  subverted  their  Govern- 
ments, and  she  now  threatens  Great  Britain  her- 
wlfwilha  similar  late.  This,  Mr.  G.  said,  we 
know  bas  been  tbe  effect  of  those. measures ;  but 
tbe  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  in  order  to 
reconcile  us  to  a  similar  plan,  sets  op  bis  supposi- 
tion against  fact,  and  tells  lis  what  might  have 
happened,  in  his  opinio^  bad  not  this  system  of 
alarm  been  adopted  in  England.  He  knew  what 
had  happened  in  consequence  of  those  fata)  steps ; 
what  might  have  happened  had  they  not  been 
adopted,  was  a  matter  of  coi^ecture.  It  was  but 
a  poor  cousolatiua  to  that  nation  to  be  told  by  its 
lunister,  "matters  would  have  been  worse,  bad 
I  not  taken  such  and  such  measures,"  And  if  a 
similar  conduct  was  now  pursued  by  this  coimtry, 
and  should  be  attended  with  similar  calamities,  it 
would  afibrd  but  a  miserable  comfort  to  America 
to  hear,  two  years  hence,  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  assert  that  a  contnrv  coarse 
would  have  produced,  in  his  opinioo,  still  greater 
evils.  It  cotud  not  be  denied  that  that  system  of 
alarm  which  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
commended,  had,  in  England,  increased  that  dis- 
affection which  it  was  its  object  to  snppraaa,  and 


tbe  same  effect  would  be  prodaced  here  by  similu 
measures.  How  was  the  alarm  in  England  sup- 
ported t  By  means  similar  to  those  adopted  m 
this  Honse  this  day.  A  gentleman  rises  from  hia 
seal,  and  tells  the  committee  be  saw  fire  or  six 
men  in  the  streets  of  this  city  with  French  cock* 
ades  io  their  hata.  He  says  tbat  some  one  bad 
reported,  that  it  was  said  that  somebody  had  heard 
tbat  one  of  them  bad  said,  be  would  join  the 
French  if  they  landed  here ;  the  gentleman  imme- 
diately concluded  that  there  is  a  deep  conspiracy 
in  the  country,  and  thousands  ready  to  do  the 
same.  Tbe  same  tbiogs  were  done  in  England  at 
tbe  beginning  of  the  war ;  the  Tower  was  fortified 
on  account  or  an  insarreeiion  which  no  one  bad 
ever  heard  of.  Every  member  on  this  floor  might 
remember  the  numerous  artifices  used  there  at 
that  time ;  and  it  was  in  order  to  avoid  the  evils 
which  had  been  produced  in  England  by  that  sys- 
tem that  be  wished  it  to  cease  here ;  that  he  wish- 
ed, instead  of  placing  these  young  men-  in  corpa 
separate  from  the  muitia,  to  have  them  joined  to 
it,  so  as  to  make  one  undivided  general  defence  for 
the  country,  instead  of  separating  them  in  the  way 
proposed,  which  could  only  prodoce  divisions  ana 
aoeasinesB  among  the  people. 

Mr.  Q.  said  be  would  make  no  remark  iipon 
what  fell  from  the  gentleman  from  Bontb  Caroli- 
na, as  to  the  unfairness  of  this  motion  to  strikeoul 
the  section,  instead  of  endeavoring  to  amend  it. 
He  thought  it  was  not  less  unfair  for  gentlemen  to 
wish  a  contrary  course  to  be  taken,  while  they 
declare  themselves  unwilling  to  agree  to  any 
amendments  which  would  make  it  more  agreeable  ' 
to  those  who  oppose  it.  Nor  shonld  he  make  any 
remarks  on  what  had  fallen  from  that  geollemait 
on  the  subject  of  Ireland,  in  respect  to  the  Exec- 
utive Directory  sitting  there,  or  of  the  day  ap- 
pointed for  a  general  massacre.  He  had  seen  such 
things  in  the  papers.  How  true  or  false  they  ' 
were,  he  could  not  say.  But  he  did  know  that 
tbete  had  been  for  a  long  lime  in  existence  tbere  a 


which  will  in  the  end  prove  fatal  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  Ireland.  Yet  the  gentlemen  from  Sontb 
Carolina  says  there  may  be  a  litne  when  it  will 
be  proper  that  the  same  military  coercion  should 
exist  here.  He  trusted  that  gentleman  was  the 
only  one  who  anticipated  such  an  event,  and  he 
did  not  think  it  necessary  to  refute  or  comment 
on  that  observation. 

For  a  number  of  years,  Mr.  Q.  said,  attempts 
bad  been  made,  in  differetit  shapes,  to  give  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States  a  standing  army, 
or  select  corps  of  militia.  Ever  since  [he  organi- 
zation of  tbe  present  Constitution  these  attempts 
had  been  on  every  occasion  repeated  and  defeat* 
ed.  This  kind  of  half-way  army  and  militia 
would  effect  the  purpose,  and  mignt  become  the 
most  dangerous  ot  all  others;  and  whaievermight 
be  the  fate  of  this.tnotion,  he  never  would  repent 
to  have  exerted  himself  as  far  as  he  was  able  in 
order  to  prevent  its  introdnciicm. 

Mr.  G.  concluded  with  saying  that  he  was  sorry 
he  had  taken  up  so  much  of  the  time  of  the  com- 
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mittee  on  this  qiMation.  He  liad  apoken  three 
tioMs,  which  he  woaid  eot  havs  done  had  hqt 
othet  geallenutD  lasirered  the  otuerratioQa  which 
kai  been  made  in  Of^KwitiOD  to  ihii  motion  by  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina.  But  however 
disBgreeable  it  was  to  him  to  be  obliged  to  rise  so 
oilen,  not  onljr  to  meet  ibe  arguments  of  some 
gentlemen,  but  the  abuse  and  imperiiasat  allusions 
of  othetB.  nothing  should  prevent  him  from  doing 
it,  while  he  had  bopea  that  the  fatal  raeaiure  now 


ment  could  get  «  more  oieclml  defence  than  by 
putting  (he  qneitioD  to  ever)'  citizen  of  the  Uaited 
Biuea,  Will  70a,  in  caae  of  danger,  become  a 
volunleer  in  th«  public  servioe  1  OoTatnmenI  does 
not  choose,  like  the  gsBtlenaniroin  Pennsylvania, 
ta  lely  upoo  the  miiitia  altogether ;  but  to  address 


the  whole  peuple,  and 
be  had  stated,  and  ha  tins 
■ot  be  answered  by  ■  few, 


a  few,  in  the  manner 

this  qDestion  would 

ered  by  ■  few,  nor  by  the  rich  alone. 

The  people  of  the  five  JSastera  States,  said  Mr. 
A.,  are  already  armed  and  equipped,  at  their  own 
eipense ;  and  It  could  not  be  said  ihey  are  rich. 
The  people  in  these  States  are  so  well  armed  and 
disciplined  that  there  will  be  no  occasion  for 
them  to  offer  themselves  at  volunteers.  In  other 
places,  but  a  small  proportion  of  the  people  are 
aimed.  In  this  city,  said  Mr.  A.,  a  great  propor- 
tion of  the  people  are  unarmed  ;  and  he  could  see 
BO  miachiel  that  could  arise  from  pultimc  a 
into  their  hands  by  means  of  this  kind,  whi'ch 
the  only  way  in  which  il  could  be  done.  And  he 
believed  the  organization  of  these  brare  and  gen- 
erous young  men  would  produce  the  beat  efTeels. 

What  the  committee  had  heard  from  the  gen- 
tUman  from  Pennsylvania,  of  this  being  a  plan  t« 
um  the  rich  against  the  poor,  was  said  to  raise  * 
^^opular  clamor  against  it,  and  it  was  for  this  pur- 
pose that  the  gentleman  bad  risen  three  timei  to- 
day. While  tne  people  from  every  quarter  of  the 
Union  are  addressing  the  Oovsrnment  with  offers 
of  their  liv«a  and  fortunes  in  support  of  our  meas- 
ttcee  againat  France,  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vaoia  wishes  to  take  no  measures  for  our  security. 
There  is  somethtrrg  very  extraordinary  in  ihia 
But  the  young  men  of  ourcountrjr  possets  a  differ- 
ODt  spirit ;  they  are  resolred  to  unite  in  their  coud< 
try's  canse;  aod  they  will  be  ^le  efieetuallv  to 
prevent  insurrections  and  insults  from  taking  piaci 
in  the  Urge  cities,  which  are  most  subject  to  them. 

But  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  has  eo- 
ileavored  to  excite  jealousy  against  these  votuu- 
teers  in  another  way,  by  it»ioUBting  an  idea  that 
the  reason  of  the  power  of  appointing  the  officers 
of  these  corps  being  placed  in  the  Preaideni  is,  be- 
catiae  the  present  militia  officers  cannot  be  trusted. 
This,' said  Mr.  A.,  was  not  the  truth  j  nobody  had 
such  an  idea.  But,  are  these  men  ready  to  oSer 
their  service  7  If  they  are,  it  is  not  known.  If 
they  do  offer  their  service,  there  is  no  doubt  the 
President  will  commission  them.  Bui  ihegentli 
ma.a  is  not  willing  that  those  who  offer  their  sei 
vice  should  be  relied  upon,  bat  that  hil  should  be 
•neoiieUed  to  enler  the  swvtoe,  wbeAer  ihey  are 
wiling  or  noL    H*'"^ — "-' ' 


to  accept  of  volnotaTV  service  only,  which  wonid 
be  made  ezclusivety  by  those  who  join  heartily  in 
the  cause  in  which  we  are  enj^ged. 

Mr.  Macon  said  the  Constitution  had  limited 
the  calling  ont  of  the  militia  to  three  cases,  viz : 
to  eiecnte  the  laws,  suppress  insurrections,  and 
repel  invasions ;  and  he  could  not  see  for  what 
oiner  purposes  troops  could  be  wanted,  or  why 
the  militia  were  not  equal  to  all  these  purpoaes. 
He  wished  gentlemen  to  speak  plainly  as  to  ifae 
Jtutposes  for  which  these  men  are  wanted. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  said  that 
if  these  corps  were  not  organized,  the  French 
would  soon  be  here,  and  take  the  cash  from  the 
bankers,  and  the  proilnce  and  other  property  from 
the  farmers.  But  how  could  these  youths  resist 
any  atiacki  which  the  militia,  which  would  em- 
brace nor  only  them  but  all  other  citizens,  would 
not  be  able  to  resist  1    As  to  the  spirit  which  that 

Eentleman  spoke  of  being  imparted  10  the  youth 
y  this  law,  he  did  not  believe,  if  they  wanted  a 
spirit  to  defend  their  cotinlry,  tnat  this  law  would 
give  it  to  them;  but  he  was  sure  the  spirit  would 
not  be  wanting  whenever  danger  appears- 

Mr.  M,  noticed  what  had  fallen  trom  ihe  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina,  with  respect  to  mem- 
bers acting  contrary  to  the  wishes  of  their  con- 
stituents, and  said  no  consideration  should  ever 
G event  him  from  doing  what  appeared  to  him  to 
his  duty.  And  if  he  was  convinced  that  his  con- 
stituents were  dissBlis&ed  with  his  conduct,  be 
would  not  wait  to  be  turned  out,  but  would  im- 
mediately relinquish  his  sent. 

Mr  M.  never  wished  to  see  such  a  system  lA 
alarm  existing  in  this  country  as  existed  in  En- 
gland and  Ireland.  He  never  wished  to  see  spies 
and  informers  riding  about  the  country  to  take 
people  up  on  aceoont  of  their  political  opinions. 
H«  should  be  rlad  to  see  the  spirit  of  1776  here, 
though  he  did  not  wish  to  see  the  old  Congress 
revived.  He  believed  the  old  Congress  had  done 
well,  but  he  believed  the  present  a  belter  system 
of  Kovernment  than  that  was. 

The  question  had  not  yet  been  determined  whe- 
ther these  corps  were  to  be  considered  in  the  light 
of  militia  or  regulars.  If  the  former,  it  had  been 
shown  that  these  young  gentlemen  might  join  vol- 
unteer corps  already  in  existence ;  and,  if  (he 
latter,  there  were  always  recruiting  officers  vrith 
whom  they  might  enlist.  But  he  did  not  believe 
many  of  them  would  wish  to  become  common 
soldiers,  though,  in  all  special  cases,  they  wottM, 
he  doubted  not,  be  ready  to  come  forward.  Bot 
this  has  been  called  a  formidable  force  for  the  sup- 
pression of  seditious  insurreeiituis,  but  he  did  not 
believe  it  could  be  more  so  than  the  militia  itself. 

Mr.  M.  denied  that  Congress  had  the  power  to 
create  a  mongrel  kind  of  army  such  as  is  now  pro- 
posed. He  called  upon  any  gentleman  to  put  his 
nngei  upon  that  part  of  the  Constitution  which 
gives  Congress  this  authority . 

The  provision  which  confines  the  use  of  then 
corps  to  the  Btate  to  which  thvf  belong,  and  to 
the  States  adjoining,  he  said,  would  prove  a  vary 
unequal  r^nlation,a*soi&e'Of  (he  States  only  jecB 
two  BiMes,  othara  to  ftve. 
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The  genileman  ftam  South  Cuolina  t»j»  that 
armed  associaiions  are  th«  natural  defence  of  Re- 
publican Goremment*.  He  never  believed  that 
this  Goverumeiii  depended  upon  armed  asaociii' 
tions  for  support.  It  vfpe^ted  to  him  thai  these 
armed  mUiiBrv  swoeiatiDns  have  looie  the  appear- 
aoce  of  JaaJrimsm  than  aoytbiitg  be  baa  ever 
heard  of  in  that  Mouse. 

Mr.  M.,  after  ridiculing  the  doctrine  of  alarm 
»et  up  hj  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina, 
emcluded  with  sayinj|  that  he  believed,  if  the 
French  w«re  to  land  m  this  countrf,  that  thef 
would  find  very  few  persons  to  joiD  them.  He 
was  surs  that  from  the  part  of  the  counity  from 
whence  he  came,  ihat  would  be  the  case.  The 
people  in  that  part  of  the  country  would  very 
deeply  regret  a  war  ;  but,  if  it  did  lake  place  of 
aeceeiity,  they  would  join  heartily  io  it.  If  the 
Constilulion  does  not  plettse  them  in  all  retpecli, 
they  know  an  armed  force  is  not  the  instrument 
by  which  it  ought  to  be  amended;  and  he  knew, 
wbatever  a  mMority  delenoined  upon,  would  by 
them  be  carried  into  effect. 

Mr.  DuiA  said  he  should  not  hare  ruen  at  all 
on  Ibis  subject,  had  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
tania  confined  himself  to  the  merits  of  the  ques^ 
tion.  But,  after  rising  as  monarch  of  the  opposi- 
tion, and  apoli^iziug  for  havias  spoken  three 
times,  because  nobody  else  spoke,  he  said  that  the 
embodying  of  these  voluoEeers  would  be  raising  a 
dangerous  standing  army  )  that  it  would  be  arm- 
ing one  part  of  the  citizens  against  another ;  that 
it  would  prove  the  destruction  of  the  militia,  and 
ihat  the  whole  of  the  militia  might  become  a  pert 
of  this  umy.  He  also  says  the  provision  will  be 
useless,  and  because,  uoder  the  milika  law,  all  the 
advantages  proposed  by  this  bill  might  be  had. 
Why,  then,  he  would  ask,  do  not  these  volunteers 
BOW  exist?  He  appreh ended  the  true  reason  was, 
becauae  the  field  officers  are  appointed  by  the  indi* 
Tidual  States,  and  not  by  the  Preaideot  of  the 
Cniied  Statea.    . 

But  it  is  said  that  this  provision  is  useless,  be- 
cause of  the  requisition  of  the  80,000  militia 
ordered  at  the  last  session.  This  had  bem  fre- 
quently mentioned,  thoush  nobody  could  coitsideT 
this  force  as  anything ;  ii  is  a  mere  business  on 
paper.  The  men  detached  do  not  know  their  own 
officers.  Many  of  the  officers  have  been  promo- 
ted, and  «  number  of  the  men  removed ;  so  that 
he  did  not  suppoae  tbree-fourihs  of  those  men 
could  be  found,  if  called  upon.  They  are  even 
worse  tban  nothing. 

It  is  also  said  that  these  volunteers  will  form  a 
standing  army  dangerous  to  liberty.  What  do 
gentlemen  mean  by  a  standing  army  t  Do  they 
make  use  of  the  term  because  they  find  it  in  the 
Constitution?  or  because  in  countries  where  arm- 
ies are  formed  of  the  worst  of  men,  where  they 
are  engaged  for  life,  and  where  their  object  is 
plunder  and  rapine  ?  The  term  standing  army 
only  applies  where  officers  and  men  have  views 
distinct  from  the  people,  and  can  by  no  means  ap- 
ply to  the  young  men  contemplated  by  this  see- 
tinn.  If  t^y  were  to  join  a  banditti  in  desolating 
the  country,  whose  peoperty  would  they  destroy? 


Their  own,  or  that  of  their  parents  and  frienda. 
And  against  whom  would  they  turn  their  armsl 
Against  their  parents,  their  brethren,  and  friends. 
And  whose  ha  Dilations  would  they  destroy  1  Those 
in  which  they  had  been  bred  and  educated.  Cut 
any  one  believe,  then,  that  evils  of  this  kind  ean 
be  apprehended  from  these  patriotic  young  men? 
He  thought  they  could  not  be  entertained  for  a 


In  proportion  as  our  military  force  is  extetvied, 
Mr.  D.  said,  it  loses  the  charaoter  of  an  armf. 
An  army  of  10,000  men  may  have  something  of 
a  spirit  distinct  from  the  pec^tlc;  bat,  if  it  is-  ex- 
tended to  100,000,  it  will  cease  lu  hare  that  spirit. 
It  will  have  oaly  the  spirit  of  the  people.  Tbisla 
one  of  the  causes,  assigned  by  one  of  the  best  wr»* 
tare  on  the  subject  of  the  French  Revolution, 


which  produced  that  spirit  in  the  French  soldlns 
which  led  them  tojoin  in  the  Revo' 
their  Monarch.    Their  numbers  i 


n  in  the  Rerolqtion  against 


thai  there  was  infused  into  their  body  the  spirit  «f 
the  people.  Bui  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylva- 
niasays  the  establishment  of  this  corps  will  make 
an  odious  disiincibn  between  rich  and  poor,  as  if 
that  gentlcxoan  were  the  bulwark  of  SanaeufofinN/ 
Was  this  intended  to  excite  a  jealouf  y  in  the  poor 
towards  the  rich,  and  a  spirit  of  hatred  to  ibe 
Qovernmeni?  If  not,  he  could  not  tell  why  fuch 
language  was  used. 

What  are  the  advantages  expected  to  result 
from  this  section  ?  They  are  the  admisiioD  of  a 
body  of  pariotio,  Tespectaole,  genetons  yonth,  into 
the  public  service,  who  will  form  a  firm  phalanx 


it  contemplates  will  remain  liable  to  mililiadnty, 
both  officers  and  men,  until  called  into  the  puUic 
service;  but,  when  called  into  public  servie^ 
they  will  be  considered  as  troops  of  the  Dnitea 
Slates. 

The  question  upon  striking  out  the  sectiDn  was 
then  put  and  negiftived — 56  to  37. 

TnuHanAY.  May  17. 
ADDITIONAL  RDLB. 

Mr.  SiTOREATEB  wished  to  (HTopose  an  addi- 
tional rule  to  ibe  standing  rules  aoa  orders  of  the 
House.  It  must,  of  conrae,  he  observed,  lie  upon 
the  table  a  day  previous  to  decision.  He  wonld. 
therefore,  lay  it  before  the  House  now,  and  call 
ii  up  for  decision  to-morrow.    It  was  as  follows; 

Jtaohtd,  Thst  during  tha  remunder  of  the  leimon, 
the  (landing  rules  and  ordeiB  of  the  House  be  ameodsd 
bv  sddtng  the  following:  "7%at  no  member  shall, 
either  in  the  HoiMe  or  in  Committee  of  the  Wholes 
speak  more  tbsn  once  to  Ae  same  qnertion." 
PROVISIONAL  AHMY. 

The  House  w>in  resolved  itself  into  a  Com* 
miitee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union 
on  the  hill  anlboriilDg  the  President  to  raise  a 
provisional  army ;  when  (he  consideration  of  the 
third  section  being  reHumed, 

Mr.  B.  Williams  moved  to  amend  the  aeetina 
so  as  to  make  the  roJiuDiary  corps  piopoeed  ta  W 
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embodied  by  that  aeetioo,  a  part  of  the  miliiia  of 
tbe  Uniied  Slates.  It  appeared  to  bim  uoneees' 
nry  for  them  la  attempt  to  say  by  whom,  or  by 
what  authority  the  officers  of  these  corps  shall  be 
appointed;  because  if  the  committee  only  point 
out  whether  they  ihall  be  considered  as  militia  or 
regulars,  the  CoDatitution  has  declared  io  what 
manner  they  shall  be  officered.  It  was  not  verj 
■nateiial  to  him  which  ihey  are  considered,  Ibaugh 
he  would  rather  have  them  considered  as  militia, 
a«  it  would  be  the  cause  of  producing  an  effective 
militia,  which  erery  one  acKnowledgei  would  be 
a  desirable  thing,  but  if  they  are  to  be  considered 
M  regulars,  he  believed  it  would  produce  a  con- 
tiary  effect.  He  hoped,  therefore,  his  amend- 
ment would  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Hartlet  was  much  surprised  to  find  that 
new  difficulties  ihould  be  raised  against  this  bill. 
The  aggresMODB  of  the  French  nation  had  been 
•o  great,  that  he  doubted  not,  in  one  month  from 
the  date  hereof,  erery  man  who  is  a  friend  of  his 
eountry  will  be  ready  to  say  we  ought  no  longer 
to  bear  with  them.  The  people  of  ibis  country 
are  jealous  of  their  rights,  and  to  raise  a  large 
body  of  troops  without  immediate  necessity,  would 
alaiin  them ;  but,  in  our  present  sicualion,  be  won- 
dered the  present  measure  should  be  objected  lo. 
He  should  rather  hare  expected  a  declaration  of 
war,  which  be  was  confident  would  be  well  re- 
ceived by  a  majority  of  this  House.  Mr.  H. 
trusted  the  present  amendment  would  not  prevail, 
aa  he  wished  these  volunteers,  by  all  means,  to  be 
commanded  by  officers  appointed  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Bbookb  was  of  opinion  that  this  question 
was  decided  yesterday.  If  this  amendment  were 
10  be  adopted,  it  would  show  that  the  committee 
had  changed  their  minds  since  yesterday  as  to 
the  maoner  in  which  the  officers  of  these  rolun- 
teers  ought  to  be  appointed. 

Mr.  SiTORBATES  did  not  rise  lo  answer  any 
arguments  which  had  been  urgeH  in  favor  of  this 
amendmeot,  but  to  express  his  hope  that  as  this 
subject  had  already  been  fully  discussed,  no  fur- 
ther time  would  be  lost  upon  it.  He  addressed 
himself  particularly  to  the  friends  of  the  bilL  that 
SO  far  as  jl  depended  upon  them  no  time  might  be 
lost  upon  it. 

Mr.  MoDowBLL  differed  in  opinion  with  the 
gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Bsookb,^  when 
he  considered  this  the  same  question  which  was 
determined  yesterday.  It  was  said  by  gentlemen 
yesterday,  that  il  was  unfair  to  vole  for  striking 
out  a  section  which  was  capable  of  being  so 
amended  as  to  do  away  the  objections  brought 
against  it.  He  believed  some  gentlemen  voted 
gainst  siriking  out  the  section  on  that  ground. 
But  gentlemen  are  all  at  once  very  desirous  of 
cutting  short  discussion.  Those  who  heretofore 
(pent  days  io  debating  on  comparatively  very  un- 
important subjects,  now  wish  a  queslion  of  great 
m^nitude  to  be  taken  wiihoui  debate. 

When  this  subject  was  yesterday  under  discus- 
sion, the  genileman  from  South  Carolina  (Mr. 
Habpbk)  said  he  wished  to  keep  up  the  present 
wjuna  of  alarm,  in  order  to  answer  certain  pur- 


poses of  Oovemment.  It  had  already  been  kept 
up  for  some  time,  and  prodnced  effects  which,  he 
believed,  could  not  hare  been  prodnced  without 
it.  It  was  well  known  that  certain  gentlemen  in 
this  House  had,  for  a  long  time  past,  been  endea- 
voring to  increase  our  Mitilary  Establishment, 
and  to  raise  a  navy,  and  they  had  seized  this  mo- 
meiil  of  alarm  to  effect  both  purposes. 

Gentlemen,  speaking  of  the  important  services 
to  be  achieved  by  the  young  men  proposed  to  be 
raised,  said,  that  they  would  make  Jnre  their 


desire  to  defend  their  country,  be  did  not  wish  to 
expose  Ihem  to  danger  alone.  He  wished  the 
citizens  generally  to  bear  their  share  in  the  ser- 
vice, whenever  dacger  shall  appear.  Bat  it  had 
been  said,  these  men  can  do  no  good  except  their 
officers  are  appointed  by  the  Freiideni — his  sig- 
nature was  to  do  ereryining.  If  he  thonght  the 
seal  of  Ihe  President  could  possess  all  the  rirtne 
ascribed  to  it,  he  might  agree  to  its  being  used  in 
this  case;  but  while  he  l^eved  the  officers  ap- 
pointed by  the  several  States  are  as  good,  and  as 
well  disposed  to  defend  their  country  as  any  the 
President  caii  appoint,  he  could  not  agree  to  their 
being  changed  in  the  way  proposed.  He  could 
why  gentlemen  should  be  jealous  of 


greatly  to  his  power.  He  believed  Congreis  ought 
to  he  cautious  how  they  increase  this  power ;  and 
however  unpopular  the  opinion  may  at  present  be, 
he  would  express  his  determination  not  to  increase 
that  power  by  taking  a  portion  of  it  from  the 
Governments  'of  Ihe  individual  States,  or  from 
(hii  bodv,  and  adding  it  to  his.-  He  wished  to 
keep  each  power  wiihin  its  present  bounds. 

Mr.  McD.  repeated  what  has  several  timra  been 
said,  that  il  is  extraordinary  that  the  Northern 
and  Bastern  Slates  should  insist  upon  defending 
the  Bouihem  against  their  will.  It  wai  said  that 
this  corps  was  wanted  to  answer  the  like  purpose* 
for  which  a  similar  force  has  been  raised  in  Bog^ 
land  and  Ireland.  And  what  have  they  been  used 
for  there  but  to  suppress  political  opinion?  The 
military  force  is  there  riding  over  the  people,  and 

taken  the  liberty  to  think.    However  n 


locfaildreo  to  prison,  merely  because  thev  have 
ken  the  liberty  to  think.  However  much  gen- 
tlemen wished  to  support  certain  opinions  io  this 
country,  he  hoped  they  would  not  wish  them  to 
be  forced  upon  the  people  by  a  system  of  terror. 
He  apprehended  Ihe  zeal  of  gentlemen  bad  car- 
ried them  too  far  on  this  occasion. 

Mr.  R.  WiLLiAMB  did  not  make  this  motion,  he 
said,  to  give  any- gentleman  an  opportunity  of 
answering  the  argoments  of  yesterday,  nor  to 
bring  at  all  into  debate  the  question  of  yesterday. 
He  made  it  in  conformity  to  an  opinion  which  he 
then  gave,  and  upon  which  he  voted  for  the  re- 
taining of  this  section.  But  it  is  a  tittle  eztraor- 
dinarv  thai  gentlemen  will  not  permit  others  who 
merely  differ  with  them  as  to  the  mode  of  de- 
fence, without  having  imputed  to  them  by  (hose 
gentlemen  a  ditpotition  to  leave  the  country  en- 
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tireljr  defenceless,  and  at  ike  merejr  or  a  foreign 
enemy.  If  ever  there  vaa  a  question  before  this 
HoDse,  duriog  the  presrni  session,  in  which  (bese 
insiauauoDs  might  hare  been  s[nred,  fae  iboaght 
die  preseat  must  be  one.  Whal  is  the  question  ? 
It  is  merely  wbelher  Che  Preaideat  shall  accept  of 
mj  companies  of  persons  who  may  offer  them- 
selves,  and  tliat  Ihey  shall  be  called  militia.  He 
bad  as  much  a  disposition  to  put  the  country  in  a 
■tale  of  defence  as  tnj  man ;  but  he  believed  a 
good  militia  would  be  its  best  defence.  It  tiad 
been  conceded,  that,  in  case  of  a  sudden  attack, 
the  militia  must  be  resorted  to  in  the  first  inatauce. 
Why  will  gentlemen  say,  that  because  a  member 
wishes  these  men  to  be  considered  as  militia,  he 
is  arainsl  providing  a  defence  for  his  country^  If 
he  thought  it  would  be  best,  he  certainly  ou^ht  to 
advise  it,  without  meeting  with  any  such  impn- 
taliODS,  and  be  did  think  so,  aud  therefore  advised 
it.  He  thought  arms  ought  to  be  so  distributed 
through  the  coimiry,  that  in  esse  of  danger  every 
man  might  leave  his  plough,  and  take  up  his 
musket  to  defend  his  country.  If  war  shoatd 
lake  place,  ihen^  as  had  frequently  been  said,  there 
would  be  no  objection  to  standing  troops. 

How  could  these  men,  Mr.  W.  asked,  be  less 
disposed  to  defend  their  country  because  their  offi- 
cets  were  appointed  by  the  individual  States,  than 
if  they  had  been  appointed  by  the  President  of 
the  United  States?  The  gentleman  from  Peno- 
■ylvauia  (Mr.  SiroHEAvEB)  addressed  himself  to 
a  certain  part  of  the  committee.  He  should  never 
follow  his  example,  but  address  whal  he  had  to 
say  to  every  member  present.    He  had  never  any 

{articular  characters  in  view.  Mr.  W.  said  he 
id  HOI  wish  to  take  up  much  time  of  the  com 
mitiee,  aor  should  be  have  risen  at  all,  had  it  not 
been  for  an  insinuation  that  his  motion  owed  its 


-.  Davis  said,  it  was  much  lo  be  lamented, 
that,  whilst  gentlemen  are  nil  agreed  in  princinle, 
they  should  differ  as  to  the  means  of  carrying  that 

emciple  into  effect.  There  are  few  members, 
r.  D.  said,  who  do  no!  agree  as  to  the  necessiiv 
of  having  troops  m  addition  to  our  present  mili- 
tia. Indeed,  he  must  own  he  did  not  feel  all  that 
lecnriiv  from  militia  alone  which  had  been  ex- 
pressed by  some  genllemen.  He  knew  the  French 
nad  landed  an  army  in  this  country  heretofote,  in 
dffiauce  of  the  British  navy,  and  therefore  might 
do  it  again  ;  the  ocean  was  still  open.  He  was, 
therefore,  impressed  with  the  necessity  of  raising 
men  of  some  Kind  for  the  defence  of  the  conntrv ; 
bat  the  mode  proposed  by  the  bill,  as  it  stands,  he 
objected  to.  He  was  afraid  of  the  consequences. 
It  would  create  jealousies  and  suspicions  of  a  se- 
lioDS  nature.  Every  one  knows  that  the  people 
of  the  United  Slates  are  divided  in  their  opinions. 
Some  have  implicit  confidence  in  everything 
which  is  done  or  recommended  by  the  President 
of  the  United  States.  Others  have  not  this  confi- 
dence. The  Eastern  States,  for  instance,  place 
great  reliance  in  the  President — and  this  is  natu- 
niL  They  are  well  acquainted  with  his  penon 
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and  character,  and  are  therefore  attached  to  him 
from  local  prejudices.  Gentlemen  from  the  South- 
em  Slates  are,  on  the  contrary,  (perhaps  too  much 
so,)  prejudiced  against  the  President.  What  will 
be  the  consequence  1  If  this  bill  passes  as  it  now 
stands,  the  people  of  the  Eastern  Statet  will  prob* 
ably  turn  out  and  offer  their  services  to  the  Pre- 
sident ;  perhaps  those  of  the  Southern  Staiei 
wilt  not.  This  mi^t  produce  bad  effects.  It  k 
probable  that  those  men  who  turn  out  will  be 
called  Executive  men,  whilst  litose  who  do  no^ 
will  be  termed  Disorganizera,  which  will  create  % 
disagreeable,  and,  perhaps,  a  dangerous  divisioB 
in  the  country ;  a  ai  vision,  the  effects  of  which,  he 
owned,  he  was  afraid.  The  best  way,  he  believed, 
would  be  to  call  upon  everv  State  to  furnish  it* 
quota,  of  men.  lo  go  into  t^e  field  for  a  year  or 
two,  and  not  leave  the  matter  optional,  as  by  ihia 
bill.  His  fears,  on  this  head,  did  not  arise  from 
any  apprehension  that  the  President  would  abuse 
the  power  placed  in  him  of  appoiniinz  officers, 
and  accepting  of  the  service  of  men  ;  they  aroae 
from  an  apprehension  of  undue  agitations  in  the 
public  mind,  and  from  the  jealousies  and  striiea 
which  would  grow  out  of  them. 

Great  inconvenience  if  not  danger,  would  arise, 
not  only  from  the  difiereoce  of  opinion  existing 
in  the  Southern  and  Eastern  States,  bnt  also  in 
the  States  themselves.  In  the  State  of  New  York, 
for  iDstance,  some  of  the  Reptesentatives  are  ad- 
vocates of  every  Executive  measure,  and  othnra 
are  generally  opposed  lo  them.  Part  of  the  people 
of  that  State  might,  therefore,  be  expected  to 
come  forward  and  offer  their  services  to  the  Pre- 
sident, whilst  others  will  decline  doing  it,  which 
will  produce  a  division  in  that  State.  Tlie  same 
thing  would  take  place  in  some  others.  When  he 
recollected  all  these  difficulties  and  disa^eeable 
consequences,  he  must  be  opposed  to  the  bill ;  not 
from  any  fear  of  public  liberty  being  endangered 
by  the  existence  of  such  a  body  of  men,  but  mere- 
ly on  account  of  the  circumstances  he  had  men- 
tioned. If  any  gentleman  would  bring  forward  e 
proposition  for  obliging  every  State  to  provide  a 
certain  number  of  men,  he  would  vote  for  iL 
When  he  voted  against  this  bill,  he  hoped  it  would 
not  be  considered  that  be  did  so  from  a  wish  to 

Eield  passive  obedience  to  any  nation  in  the  world, 
ul  solely  for  the  reasons  which  be  had  men- 
Mr.  Datton  (the  Speaker)  was  opposed  to  the 
motion  upon  every  principle,  but,  especially,  be- 
cause it  was  founded  avowedly  in  a  distrust  of  the 
First  Magistrate,  in  whom  the  people  most  deser-  ■ 
vedly  reposed  toe  highest  confidence.  If  the 
amendment  prevailed,  it  would  neutralize  and 
render  nugatory  one  of  the  most  important  pro- 
visions of  the  bill.  The  member  from  Kentucky 
(Mr.  Davis)  had  deviated  from  his  usual  couna' 
of  fair  atgumentj  and  had  thought  fit  to  indulge 
himself  in  reQeclions  illy  calculated  to  cement  the 
Union,  or  to  inspire  a  confidence  in  the  General 
Government.  To  what  good  end  did  that  gen- 
tleman attempt  to  influence,  improperly,  the  oeci- 
sions  of  Congress  upon  important  questions,  bf 
unfounded  intimations  that  the  attachment  to, 
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Bod  confidence  in  the  President,  was  merely  local, 
wd  coaGned  almo:>t  exclusively  to  that  portion  of 
ike  UnioQ  which  was  his  birth-place  and  resi- 
dence, and  that  any  measures  tendiiig  to  increase 
the  Eiecuiive  infiuence  would  be  viewed  in  oiher 
parts,  and  particularly  in  the  Southein  States, 
with  jealousy  and  disapprobation?  Language  so 
unwarrantable  tended  only  to  irritate  and  divide, 
and  ought  not   to  escape   the  severest  animad- 

Mr.  Davis  asked,  and  was  permitted  to  explain. 
He  said,  he  did  not  say  that  this  was  the  case ;  but 
that  tlie  President  having  been  born  and  educated 
in  the  Eastern  States,  ic  was  natural  the  people 
there  should  be  attached  to  him  in  a  greater  ae- 
gtee  than  to  other  parts  of  the  UniOD. 

When  Mr.  D.  sat  down, 

Mr.  Datton  said,  that  he  had  been  in  (he  habit 
of  respecting  (he  gentleman  frum  Kentucky  fur 
his  candor  and  general  correctness  of  opinion,  yet 
he  felt  himself  compelled  to  declare^  tnat  he  was 
.not  better  satisfied  with  the  explanation  than  with 
the  fiist  speech.  The  jealous}'  and  distrust  which 
gentlemen  from  Southern  Stales,  and  particularly 
from  Vitgiaia,  expressed  so  unqualifiedly  in  re- 
spect to  Executive  measures,  was  not  new  in  Con- 
fess, but  was  of  much  earlier  dale  than  the  elec- 
tion of  the  present  President,  and  could  not,  there- 
fore, have  its  source  in  auy  belief  of  want  of  mer- 
it, talents,  or  probity  in  him. 
.  The  same  distrust  had  marked  (he  conduct  and 
speeches  of  the  members  from  that  Stale  for  al 
lea.<l  four  years  past ;  and  the  former  President 
had  beeo  as  much  the  object  of  jealousy  as  the 
present;  oay,  even  more  bo;  although  his  place 
of  birth  and  residence  was  in  their  neiKhborhood. 
In  proof  of  this,  he  recollected  well  that  a  very 
influential  member  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Giles,) 
now  absent  from  the  House  on  account  of  sick- 
ness, had,  OQ  a  former  occasion,  most  unequivo- 
cally declared,  that  he  no  loneei  reposed  confi- 
dence in  the  man  who  was  then  President  andhead 
of  (he  Executive  Department. 
.  As  the  Represea(a(ive.i  who  now  distrusted  the 
Qovemment  and  opposed  its  acts,  distrusted  and 
opposed  it  then,  when  lie  who  presided  was  a  citi- 
zen selected  from  their  own  neighborhood,  so  it 
was  remaikahle  that  (he  present  supporters  of  the 
Governmect  were  among  the  most  zealous  (o  sup- 
port it  at  (hat  time,  without  rwaid  to  the  distance 
of  bir(h-place  and  residence  ofthe  character  who 
administered  it.  This,  Mr.  D.  said,  must  convince 
every  unprejudiced  mind,  that  confidence  and  dis- 
trust were  not  influenced  by  local  considerations, 
u  had  be«a  suggested,  but  must  be  ascribed  to 
other  causes,  (hat  of  the  merits  of  the  objects  in 
the  one  case,  and  of  a  fixed  and  determined  tem- 
per of  opposition  iu  the  other.  The  object  of  the 
.  Dill  was  to  provide  a  prompt  and  e£Eicien(  defence 
for  the  country,  threatened,  as  it  was,  wilb  hostili- 
ty ;  and  that  of  the  seclion  under  consideration, 
was,  in  furtherance  of  that  object,  to  authorize  the 
acceptance  of  such  volunteers  as  would  first  siep 
forth  in  case  of  danger.  They  would  not  be  de- 
terred from  ofierin^  (heir  services  by  any  appre- 
tteusion  of  their  being  called  "  Executive  men  " 


as  the  member  had  expreiwed  it.  They  would  feel 
themselves  superior  losuch  insinuations,  and  would 
merit,  by  their  conduct,  the  honorable  appellatioa 
of  Defenders  of  their  Country. 

Mr.  D.  concluded,  with  exhorting  the  friends  of 
this  system  of  defence  to  oppose  this  amendment 
as  destructive  of  its  energy,  and  as  coming  from, 
and  advocated  by  iia  avowed  enemies,  whose  wish 
must  be  to  make  it  worse  rather  than  better,  and 
[hereby  lo  increase  (he  number  of  its  opponents. 

Mr.  Habpbb  was  not  prepared  to  say,  even  if 
he  considered  the  reasoning  of  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  founded,  (hat  Government  ought  to  re- 
ject an  Eastern  or  a  Northern  force,  because  they 
could  eet  no  force  from  any  other  quarter.  He 
was  01  opioion,  that  if  so  many  men  could  not 
be  got  from  the  South  as  from  the  North  and  East, 
it  was  an  additional  reason  for  adopting  the  pre- 
sent hill ;  because,  in  proportion  as  some  parts  of 
the  Union  would  be  inclined  to  submit,  we  ought 
to  husband  the  force  from  other  quarters.  But  be 
was  far  from  agreeing  with  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  on  (he  present  occasion,  however  great 
respect  he  always  fell  inclined  (o  pay  lo  his  opin- 
ions. He  seemed  (o  think  that  voluntary  enlisi- 
menls  would  not  take  place  to  the  Southward; 
that,  in  (hose  States,  there  may  exist  a  want  of 
confidence  in  the  President ;  a  wan(  of  attach- 
ment to  the  Government;  a  want  of  (ha(  ardoi 
which  may  be  expected  in  other  parts  of  the  coud- 
iiy.  Mr.  H,  said,  he  believed  that  the  people  in 
those  parts  of  (he  Union  to  which  he  alluded,  are  as 
strongly  allached  to  the  Government,  and  to  the 
Executive,  and  have  as  good  an  opinion  of  the 
measures  of  Government,  as  the  people  in  any 
other  quarter  of  the  Union,  Nor  did  he  believe 
they  would  be  behind  any  others  in  giving  a 
(borough  support  to  (his  Government,  which  is 
(be  objecioi  their  choice.  Id  proof  of  this,  he 
might  cite  the  various  memorials  which  have 
come  from  those  parts,  not  only  on  this,  but  form- 
er occasions,  in  which  the  strongest  attachment 
to  the  Government  is  expressed ;  or  he  might  ap- 
peal tn  the  language  of  theRepreseutatives  them- 
selves who  come  from  thence,  who  constantly  say, 
that,  however  they  may  differ  in  opinion  from 
other  gentlemen  on  political  questions,  they  and 
their  constituents  will  always  ne  ready  to  defend 
their  country  in  time  of  danger. 

Mr.  H.  knew  that  certain  politicians  in  thu 
House,  under  the  influence  of  a  determined  party 
spirit,  bad  se[  ibeir  faces,  in  the  most  decided  man- 
ner, in  opposition  to  all  the  acts  of  Government; 
but  they  have  not  been  able  to  induce  a  corres- 
ponding sentiment  in  the  country  from  whence 
they  came.  He  knew  their  misUkes  were  seen  . 
and  pardoned,  on  account  of  their  talents  and  prob- 
ity in  other  respects ;  but  (hough  their  mistakes  are 
pardoned,  they  are  not  gone  into.  He  knew,  also, 
tbat  it  is  the  cfeed  of  those  gentlemen,  that  when 
a  measure  has  been  adopted  it  ought  to  be  carried 
into  efiect  f  therefore,  though  a  difference  of  po- 
litical opinion  exists,  and  must  exist,  there  can  be 
no  doubt  that,  whenever  danger  approaches,  there 
will  be  but  one  voice.  The  conduct  of  the  Virgi- 
nia militia,  when  called  upon  to  march  against 
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the  excise  law  in  this  Slate  had  been  frequently 
meutjoned,  and  rfith  propriely,  in  illuslralion  of 
tbia  fact.  He  did  not  doubt  the  same  Epirit  of 
alacrity  to  preserve  order  in  the  country,  aod  a 
due  obedience  to  the  laws,  would  beshowu,  when- 
-  ever  an  occasion  shall  call  for  it,  and,  if  possible, 
more  so,  in  defending  the  country  against  a  for- 
eign enemy.  So  far  from  the  embody ing  of  these 
Tolunteers  proving  an  invidious  distinction  be- 
tween different  parts  of  the  country,  he  believed  it 
would  prove  toe  reverse.  The  people  of  North 
Carolina,  South  Carolina,  and  Virginia,  so  far 
fVom  holding  their  services  back,  because  they  see 
the  Northern  and  Kastern  States  come  forward, 
the  sight  would 
mediatelv  say. " 
our  blooa  in  tlie  common  cause  of  independence, 
kre  taking  up  arms  for  again  defending  their  coun- 
try against  a  forei^  enemy,  let  us  join  ihRm." 
This  would  be  their  feeline,  and  (hey  would  not 
suffer  themselves  to  be  outdcne  by  any  part  of  the 
Union.  Mr.  H.  was  not  afraid  of  the  want  of 
apirit  in  the  Southern  country.  He  believed  their 
strength  was  less  than  thai  of  some  other  Slates, 
but  their  will  was  equal  to  the  will  of  any.  They 
would  risk  their  all  in  the  defence  of  their  coun- 
try. He  never  had,  noi  never  should  have,  any 
doubt  00  thill  subject. 

Mr.  H.  said,  he  would  here  notice  an  observation 
of  the  genileman  from  Peuusylvaoia  made  yes- 
terday. He  asked  in  what  respects '  these  volun- 
tary corps  would  be  preferable  to  ordinary  militia  ? 
He  would  ask,  in  bis  turn,  in  what  respects  men 
aUe,  active,  and  willing  to  serve  their  country, 
men  bound  by  one  sentiment,  are  preferable  to 
men  of  all  otter,  characters,  and  dispositions,  forced 
into  service?  And  whether  the  former,  whose 
convenience  permits  ihem  to  leave  home,  and 
who  do  not  leave  helpless  families  behind  tbem, 
are  not  likely  to  be  a  more  eOeetual  force  than  the 
latter?  He  believed «th ere  would  be  no  doubt  on 
the  subject.  Every  one  knows  that  the  militia 
officers  ace  an  extremely  respectable  class  of  men  ; 
yet  it  was  also  known  many  of  them  could  not, 
withoat  great  sacrifices,  go  into  active  service, 
and  tome  were  loo  old  todo  it.  Some  might  also 
be  indisposed  to  come  forward,  and  wherever  this 
ahould  be  the  case,  the  President  ought  to  have 
power  to  appoint  others.  Whenever  militia  offi- 
cers are  able  and  willing  to  serve,  there  is  no  doubt 
they  will  be  preferred  to  others. 

Another  striking  difference  existing  between 
this  corps  and  ordinary  militia,  was  this.  These 
Toluateers  may  be  called  out,  and  trained  in  the 
nae  of  arms  and  military  discipline,  before  (hey 
are  wanted  for  immediate  service,  whereas  tbe 
ordinary  militia  could  not  be  called  out,  except  in 
cue  of  actual  danger.  This  was  a  great  advan- 
age  in  &yor  of  these  corps. 

But  it  was  said,  these  volunteers  might  enlist 
in  the  independent  companies  at  present  in  exist- 
ence. This  wonld  separate  persons  living  in  the 
aame  neighborhood,. and  tpread  them  throughout 
the  country;  and  instead  of  being  distinct  bodies, 
vhece  they  could  know  their  officers,  they  would 
be  placed  under  men  whose  characters  they  would 


be  unacquainted  with,  and  their  military  spirit, 
which  ought  to  be  kepi  alive  and  encouraged, 
would,  by  chb  means,  be  frittered  down  and  de- 
stroyed. Besides,  in  some  parts  of  the  country, 
there  may  be  a  greater  number  of  volunteers  thtui 
could  beadmitted  into  existing  companies.  Take, 
for  instance,  the  county  of  Lancaster,  where  there 
are  Gveorsis  volunteer  companies  now  organized, 
and  which  might  admit  to  complete  them,  3  or 
400  young  men;  but  there  may  be  2,000  young 
men  in  that  county    ready  to  serve  ;  and  if  ao, 


Under  this  viftv  of  the  subject^  and  considering 
this  as  a  repetition  of  the  motion  of  yesterday, 
he  should  give  it  his  diraent,  as  be  saw  no  differ- 
ence  between  amending  the  section  in  this  man' 
net  and  striking  il  out  altogeihet, 

Mr.  W.  Clairbokg  said,  whether  or  not  all  the 
measures  of  the  Executive  are  approved  through- 
out the  United  States,  is  not  now  the  question. 
The  proposed  amendment  met  with  his  approba- 
tion, and  if  a  majority  of  this  commillee  shall 
think  proper  to  adopt  it,  it  would  not  be  less  ac- 
ceptable to  him,  because  it  was  made  and  support- 
ed by  gentlemen  supposed  inimical  to  the  bill. 
His  motive  for  advocating  this  amendment,  did 
not  arise  from  any  jealousy  of  the  President's 
misusing  the  power,  but  from  an  apprehension  of 
its  effects  upon  the  militia.  He  believed  if,  the 
clause  was  to  be  agreed  to  as  it  stands,  the  mili- 
tia are  gone. 

Early  in  the  present  session  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  prepare  a  bill  fur  pL.cing  the  militia 
of  this  country  upon  a  better  footing  than  at  pres- 
ent. They  reported  a  bill  recommending  a  select 
corps  of  militia  ;  but  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed  until  the  next  session.  The 
present  amendment  embraced  the  same  idea,  and 
if  it  were  carried,  the  volunteer  jrouth  would 
form  a  kind  of  select  corps  to  the  militia.  Would 
this  amendment,  if  adopted,  lessen  the  number  of 
men  who  would  be  ready  to  rally  around  the 
smndard  of  Qovernmeut,  whenever  danger  shall 
threaten  1  No,  it  would  not,  it  was  merely  cal- 
culated to  put  Ihem  on  the  ground  of  militia,  in- 
stead of  making  them  a  pari  of  the  Army,  .and  to 
prevent  a  dangerous  increase  of  that  establish- 
For  it  was  not  a  call  upon  any  particular 


part  of  the  Union,  but  upon  all  the  youth  of  the 
United  Stat^  to  come  forward  and  enroll  them- 
soldiers,  be  officered  by  the 


President,  and  subject  themselves  to  be  called  in 
service  at  his  pleasure;  and  from  the  spirit  which 
now  exisu  in  the  United  States,  and  the  military 
ardor  of  our  youth,  he  had  no  doubt  their  numbers 
would  be  very  large.  The  consequence  will  be 
that  out  militia  will  be  enfeebled  by  the  attach- 
ment of  our  young  men  to  this  chosen  band,  and 
what  remained  will  be  generally  aged  and  infirm. 
If  it  was  the  intention  of  gentlemen  to  destroy 
the  militia  altogether,  it  would  be  well  for  them 
to  say  so ;  if  not,  he  thought  they  ought  to  agree 
to  the  present  amendment. 
The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  bai  Mi<l, 
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that  except  this  section  is  agreed  to  as  it  stands, 
the  country  would  be  deprived  of  the  serricea  of 
these  patriotic  young  men.  He  was  of  a  differ- 
ent Dpiaion.  He  believed,  if  thene  young  men 
wished  to  serve  their  country  in  time  of  danger, 
they  would  immediately  form  themselves  ia[o 
companies,  and  learn  the  use  of  arras,  so  that  the^ 
may  act  to  greater  AdvanlBge  as  a  part  of  ihe  mi- 
litia of  the  several  States.  Whilst  military  zeal 
is  at  its  present  height,  he  wished  advantage  to  be 
taken  of  it,  but  in  the  way  he  had  mentioned. 
This  fervor  would  have  a.  good  effect  on  Ihe  mi- 
litia, by  revivine  the  dormant  spirit  of  that  body 
of  men,  whom  He  looked  upon  as  the  great  safe- 
guard of  Ihe  country.  He  h*l  not  the  honor 
with  the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey  (the  Speak- 
er) of  ranking  amonsst  the  known  defenders  of 
die  United  States ;  liui  he  wished  to  be  a  sup- 
porter of  the  present  motion,  and  when  danger 
■hall  appear  he  hoped  he  should  be  found  an  hum- 
ble defender  of  bis  country. 

Mr.  J.  Williams  would  not  have  said  anything 
on  thia  subject,  had  it  not  been  for  what  bad  fallen 
from  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky.  From  the 
age  of  that  gentleman,  and  of  the  gentleman  last 
np  from  Teimessee,  it  was  evident  they  did  not 
take  an  active  part  in  this  country  in  the  year 
1775 ;  but  it  will  be  recollected  that  there  were 
yolunteers  at  that  time  called  mimUe-men.  who 
were  of  great  service.  When  the  British  marched 
fropi  Boston  to  Lexington,  the  militia  joined  the 
minute-men,  after  they  had  been  defeated  by  the 
Brilfsh.  He  never  belore  beard  that  to  take  vol- 
VDteers  from  the  body  of  militia,  would  ruin  the 
militia. 

Id  the  year  1775,  the  militia  c&me  forward  in 
volunteer  corps,  and  instituted  a  military  school. 
He  hoped  this  would  be  done  now,  as  it  would  be 
advisable  for  our  youth  lo  make  themselves  ac- 
quainied  with  military  duty,  whether  we  are  en- 
gaged in  war  or  not. 

Every  possible  objection.  Mr.  W.  said,  was 
Urged  against  this  bill.     It  was  much  (o  be  re- 

E retted  that  lime  should  be  so  uselessly  employed, 
y  so  many  obxiacles  being  thrown  to  the  way  of 
Ibis  bill.  If  he  supposea  with  the  gentleman 
from  Sentucky,  that  it  would  produce  disorder 
in  any  of  the  Slatei  he  should  be  one  of  the  last 
to  vote  for  it  Bat,  if  the  addresses  lately  received 
from  the  Southward  were  referred  lo,  it  would  be 
found  the  people  in  that  country  are  as  ready  to 
•upport  the  Oovernmentasthepeople  to  the  East- 
ward are.  Indeed  the  youth  of  Baltimore:  it  ap- 
pears, are  as  ready  as  those  of  this  city,  or.New 
York,  to  come  forward  in  defence  of  their  coun- 

7,  and  he  expected  shortly  tohearthai  the  youth 
Charleston  had  done  Ihe  same.  He  hoped,  in- 
stead of  damping  this  spiril,  bv  agreeing  to  the 
present  moiiou,  everything  would  be  done  to  sup- 
port and  cherish  it. 

Mr.  R.  Williams  rose  to  reply  to  the  chaise 
made  by  the  Speaker  of  his  having  voted  ^r 
striking  out  the  whole  of  the  section,  and  of  be- 
ing, consequently,  an  enemy  lo  the  principle  of 
the  bill.  He  said  he  had  voted  for  it,  with  a  hope 
of  introducing  the  present  amendment. 


The  question  on  the  amendment  was  put  and 

negatived— 50  tu  38. 

Mr.  Shepard  moved  to  strike  out  the  provis- 
ion that  went  tp  confine  Ihe  use  of  these  volun- 
teers in  Ihe  State  to  which  they  belong,  or  in  an 
adjoinini;  State,  which  was  carried,  there  being 
60  votes Yor  it.  ' 

Mr.  Gallatim  then  moved  to  i^trike  out  the  fol- 
lowing words  in  the  third  section,  "within  three 
years  after  the  passage  of  this  act,"  and  to  insert 
in  lieu  thereof  the  words,  "  before  the  next  ses- 
sion of  Congress,"  which  was  negatived — 48  to  41. 

The  committee  then  rose,  and  the  House  took 


committee,  to  strike  c 
lines  of  the  first  section  of  the  iiaid  bill,  the  word* 
"  whenever  he  shall  judge  the  public  safety  shall 
require  the  measure,"  and  to  insert,  in  lieu  tnereof^ 
the  words,  ''in  the  event  of  a  declaration  of  war 
against  the  United  Slates,  or  of  actual  invasion  of 
their  territory  by  a  foreign  Power,  or  of  imminent 
danger  of  such  invasion,  discovered,  in  his  opinion, 
to  exist,"  being  under  consideration. 

The  amendment  reported  thereon,  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House,  lo  add  to  the  end 
thereof  the  words  following,  to  wit:  "  before  the 
next  session  of  Congress,"  wa:i  agreed  to  by  the 
House — yeas  53,  nays  36,  as  follows; 

YiAi — Abraham  Baldwin,  David  Bard,  Lemuel 
Benton,  Thomas  BlouDl,  Richard  Brent,  Nathan  Bn- 
an,  Demsey  Burges,  Thomu  CUibome,  William  C.  C. 
Claiborne,  John  Clopton,  Williun  Cnik,  Thomas 
T.  Daiis,  John  Dawson,  John  Dennis,  George  Sent, 
Lucsi  Elmendorph,  Thomas  Evans,  William  Pjndley, 
Albert  Galtatin,  Andrew  Gregg,  William  Barry  Orove, 
John  A.  Hsnns,  Robert  Goodloe  Harper,  Cuter  B. 
HirTTwni,  Jonathan  N.  Havens,  Joseph  Heister,  David 
Holmea.  Walter  Jones,  Matdiew  Locke,  Mstthew 
Lyon,  James  Muhir,  NBthanlll  Macon,  Wyiiam  Matt 
thewi,  Blsit  McClenachan,  Joseph  McDowell,  Jotta 
Millsdge,  Anthony  New,  Josiah  Paiker,  John  Reed, 
Tompson  J.Skinner.Nathuiiel  Smith,  WiUtam  SmiA, 
Richard  Sprigg,  Jan.,  Richard  Stanford,  Thonaa  Boar 
let,  Thomas  TiUingbast,  Abram  Trigg,  John  Tiigg^ 
Philip  Van  Cartlandt,  Jossph  B.  Vamurn,  Abraham 
Vensble,  John  WilUams,  and  Robert  Williams. 

Nits— John  Allen,  George  Baer.jr.,  BsUej  Bart- 
lett,  James  A.  Bajard,  David  Brooki,  Btophen  Bnllock, 
Cbristopher  G.  Champlin,  Joibua  Colt,  Samuel  W. 
Dana,  William  Edmond,  Abie]  Foster,  Dwight  Foster, 
JoDtLthui  Freeman,  Benr;  Glen,  Chsuncej  Goodrich, 
Roger  Griiwoid,  Thomia  Hsitlej,  WiUiam  Hindmoa, 
Hezekiah  L.  Banner,  Jamea  H.  Imlay,  John  Wilkes 
Kittera,  Samuel  Iirman,  Daniel  Morgan,  Lewis  R. 
Morris,  HarriMin  O.  OtiB,  John  Rutledge,  jr.,  Jamea 
Sehureman,  Bamnel  Sewoll,  William  Bbepard,  Tbotnas 
Slaniekson,  Samnel  Sitgreaves,  Geo.  Thsti^er,  MaA 
Thomson,  John  E.  Van  Alen,  and  Peleg  Wadsworth. 

And.  on  the  question  that  the  House  do  agree 
to  the  »id  amendment,  as  amended  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House,  it  was  resolved  in  lb? 
affirmative— yeas  64,  nays  26,  as  follows : 

Yeas— John  Allen,  Abrsham  Baldwin,  David  Baid, 
Bailey  Bartlett,  Lemuel  Benlun,  Thomas  Bloontr 
Richard  Brent,  Nathan  Bryan,  Stephen  Bullock,  Dem- 
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JohD  Clapton.WilJlam  Craik,  Samuel  Vf.  Dana,  Thom- 
M  T.  DstIb,  John  DawKin,  John  Uennia,  Williini  Ed- 
maDd,  LucBs  Elmendaipb,  Thomu  Evtna,  William 
findtey,  Abiel  Foeler,  Albeit  Gallatin,  JanieR  Gilleipie, 
Andrew  Gregg,  William  Banj  Gtotc,  John  A.  Hanna, 
Robert  Goodloe  Haiper,  Carter  B.  Harrison,  Thoma> 
Hartley,  Jonathan  Ji.  HaTcnt,  Joseph  Heistar,  David 
Holmes,  Walter  Jones,  Matthew  Locks,  Matthew 
I^on,  William  Matthews,  Blair  MeClenachui,  Joaeph 
HiJ)owsll,  John  Iliilledge,  Anthony  New,  Joauh  Fai- 
ker,  John  Reed,  John  Butledgs,  jr.,  James  BcburemaDi 
Samuel  Sswall.Tompson  J.  Skinner,  WUUam  Smith, 
Sicbard  Sprigg,  jr.,  Richard  Stanford,  Thomaa  Sumter, 
Hark  Thomson,  Thomas  Tillinghaat,  Abram   Trigg, 


and  KobertWilliu 

NifS — George  '. 
Brooks,  Joshaa  Coit,  George  Dent,Dnight 
Uhan  Freeman,  Henry  Glen,  Chauncej  Goodrich, 
Roger  Oris  wold,  William  Hindman,  Heiekiah  L.  Hoa- 
tner,  James  H.  Imlay,  John  Wilkes  Kittera,  Samuel 
Lyman,  Jamea  Machir,  NathaniA  Macon.  Daniel  .Hor- 
gso,  Lewis  R.  Morris,  Harrison  O.  O^s,  Williani  Sbep- 
•rd,  Thomas  Sinmckson,  Samuel  Bitgreaves,  Nathaniel 
Smith,  George  Thatcher,  and  John  E.  Van  Alen, 

The  secoEid  aoieudment  jpiaposed  by  the  select 
committee,  and  agreed  to  by  ihe  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House,  lo  strike  out,  in  the  hft 
of  the  said  first  sectioti,  the  wurd  "twenty, 
in  lieu  thereof,  to  insert  the  word  "  len,"  being 
twice  read,  was,  oa  the  quesliou  put  tbereupoa, 
•gieed  to  by  the  Houae — yeas  66,  nays  S5,  as 
follows: 

Tsas — Abiabam  Baldwin,  David  Bard,  Lemvel  Ben- 
ton, Thomas  Blvunt,  Richard  Brent,  Nathan  Bryan, 
Stephen  Bullock,  Demse;  Barges,  Chriitopher  Q. 
Champlin,  John  Chapmaii,  Thomas  Claiborne,  Wil- 
liam Chsjias  Cole  Claiborne,  John  Clopton,  Thomas 
3*.  Davis,  John  Dawson,  John  Dennia,  George  Dent, 
Lucas  ElmeDdorph,  William  Findlej,  John  Fowler, 
Albert  Gallatin,  Jamea  Gillespie,  Andrew  Gregg,  Wm. 
Barry Orova,John A.Haona,Oan«r  B.Harriaan,  Jona- 
than N>  Havens,  Joseph  HeiatM,  David  Holmes,  Walter 
Jonea,  Matthew  Locke,  Samuel  Ljman,  Matthew  Lyon, 
Hathaniel  Macon,  Wm.  Matthews,  Blail  MeClenaclian, 
Joseph  McDowell,  John  Milledge,  Anthony  New,  Jo 
•iah  Parker,  John  R«ed,  John  Rutledge,jr,  William 
8h^>ard,Tompson  J.  Skinner,  Wilham  Smith,  Richard 

?P'i8e>  jr.,  Richard  Stanford,  Thomas  Sumter,  Thomas 
illingbast,  Abram  Trigg,  John  Trigg,  PUlip  Von 
Cortlandt,  Joseph  B.  Vomum,  Abraham  Venable,  John 
Williams,  and  Robert  Williams. 

Nais— John  Allen,  George  Baer,  jr.,  Bailey  Bartletl, 
Jamea  A.  Bayard,  David  Brooka,  Joshua  Coit,  William 
Cnik,  Samuel  W.  Dans,  WUIiam  Edmond,  Thomas 
Evans,  Abisl  Foster,  Dwight  Fostei,  Jonathan  Freeman, 
Beniy  Glen,  Cbauncey  Goodrich,  Roger  Grisnold,  Rob- 
art  Goodloe  Haiper,  Thomas  Hartley,  William  Hind- 
man,  Hezekiah  L.  Hoamer,  James  H.  Imlay,  Jogn 
Wilkes  KJttera,  Jamea  Machir,  Daniel  Morgan,  Len>is 
R.  Morris,  Harrison  G.  Otia.  James  Schureman,  Sam- 
uel Bewail,  Thomas  Sinnickson,  Samuel  Sitgreaves, 
Nathaniel  Smith,  George  Thatdier,  MaA  Thomaon, 
John  E.  Van  Alen,  and  Poleg  Wadsworth. 

The  olhei  amendments  proposed  by  the  select 


committee,  as  amended  by  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House,  were,  on  the  question  seretally 
put  thereupon,  agreed  lo  by  the  House. 

A  motion  was  then  made  and  seconded,  further 

amend  ihe  said  bill,  by  striking  out,  in  the 
fourth  and  fifth  lines  of  the  third  section,  the 
words  ''company  or  companies  of  volunteers,"  and 
inserting,  in  lieu  thereof,  Ihe  words  "militia  corps 
ealablished  by  law  in  any  State;"  and,  on  the 
quesiioD  that  the  House  do  agree  to  the  said 
amendment,  it  passed  Id  the  negative — yeas  39, 
nays  51,  as  follows  ; 

YiAS— .Abraham  Baldwb,  David  Bard,  Lemuel  Ben- 

1,  Tbomaa  Blount,  Richard  Brent,  Nathan  Bryai^ 
Demaey  Burgee,  Thomas  Claiborae,  William  Uhaili* 
Cole  Claibome,  John  Clopton,  Jolui  Dawson,  Lncai 
Ebnendorph,  William  Findley,  John  Fowler,  Albeit 
Gallatin,  James  Gillespie,  Andrew  Gre^,  Carter  B. 
Harrison,  Jonathan  N.  Havens,  Joseph  Heister,  David 
Rolmee,  Walter  Jones,  Matthew  Lyon,  Nathaniel  Ma- 
con, Blair  McClenachan,  Joseidi  McDowell,  Anthonj 
New,  Tompson  J.  Skinner,  William  Smith,  Richahl 
Sprigg,  jr. ,  Richard  Btantbrd,  Thomas  Sumter,  Thomas 
Tillinghaat,  Abram  Trigg,  John  Trigg,  Philip  Van  Cort- 
landt, Jo*e[di  B.  Vamum,  -Abraham  Venable,  and  Mb- 
ert  Witlianu. 

Niis— John  Allen,  Geo^  Baer,  jr.,  Bailey  Battlsl^ 
James  A.  Bayard,  David  Brooks,  Stephen  Bnllock, 
Chriatof^rG.  ChamfJin,  John  Chapman,  Joshua  Coit, 
William  Croik,  Samnel  W.  Dana,  Thomas  T.  Davi^ 
John  Dennis,  George  Dent,  William  Gdmond,  Thomaa 
Evan^  Abiel  Foata,  Dwight  Foster,  Jonathan  Freenum, 
Hemy  Glen,  ChaunJc^  Goodrich,  Roger  Griswold,  Wil- 
liam Barry  Grove,  John  A.  Hanns,  Robert  Goodks 
Harper,  Thomas  Hartley,  William  Hindman,  He»>kiatt 
L.  Hosmer,  James  H.  Imlay,  John  Wilkes  Kitten,  Saio- 
nal  Lyman,  Jamas  Machir,  William  Mat^ewa,  Ji^ 
Milledge,  Daniel  Morgan,  Lewis  R.  Moni^  HaninA 
G.  Otia,  Joaiah  Parker,  John  Reed,  John  Rutledge,  jr., 
Jamea  Schureman,  Samnel  Sewalt,  William  Sbepu^ 
Thomaa  Sinnickson,  Samuel  Sitgreaiei,  Natbanial 
Smith,  George  Thatcher,  Mark  Thomson,  John  IS. 
Von  Alen,  Faleg  Wadsworth,  and  John  William* 

Mr.  Gallatin  then  renewed  his  motion  to 
strike  outj  in  the  .tec on d  and  third  lines  ofthesaid 
third  section,  the  words  ''within  three  years  after 
the  passing  of  this  act,"  and  inserting,  in  lien 
thereof,  the  words,  "before  the  next  session  of 
Consress,"  which  was  n^«tiTed — 50  to  40. 

The  hilt  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading  to-moirow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sitgrbatkb,  a  call. of  the 
House  was  ordered  to^norrow.  at  half  past  eleven 
o'clock,  in  order  to  insure  a  full  attendance  at  the 
passage  of  this  bill. 

FniDAr,  May  19. 
CALL  OF  THE  HOUSE. 
The   Speaker  informed  the  House  that  the 
hour  was  arri7ed  at  which  a  caJl  of  the  House 
was  ordered  to  be  mad^  and  that  the  Clesk 
would  accordingly  proceea  to  the  call. 
,  The   call  was  accordingly  made,  when  it  ap- 
peared that  92  members  were  present^  which,  with 
13  members  absent  on  leave,  and  1  sick,  made  of 
the  whole  number  of  members. 
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Mr.  Harper  laid  before  the  House  the  follow- 
ing resoluiioD,  which  was  referred  to  the  Coni- 
nuttee  of  Ways  and  Meaoa: 

".  Rttohed,  Thai  a  Mmmittee  b«  appointed  to  pre- 
pare and  report  a  bill  for  providing  for  the  more  effectual 
collection  of  eeiUio  internal  retennee  of  the  United 
Sules." 

Mr. SiTOREAVEB  called  ap  his  motiaD  for  amend' 
ing  the  Siandiog  Rules  of  the  House,  by  proTi- 
ding  that  no  member  shall  speak  more  than  once 
on  any  questioQ,  either  in  tne  Hoase  or  in  the 
Commiitee  of  the  Whole;  which  was  agreed  to 
without  debate— 52  memlwrs  being  for  it. 

The  House  went  iato  a  Committee  of  [he 
Whole  on  the  hill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Lewis ; 
which  being  agreed  to  without  amendment,  the 
committee  rose,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be 
lead  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Macoh  called  for  the  order  of  the  day  on 
the  report  of  the  Committee  of  RevImI  and 
Unfinished  Business,  on  the  memorial  of  William 
fiimmons,  Accountant  of  the  War  Department, 
which  recoinmends  additional  compensation  to 
tbe  memorialist  for  the  year  1798.  After  some 
observations,  the  report  was  agreed  to,  and  a  hill 
oidered  to  be  brought  in  accordingly. 

A  bill  from  the  Senate  making  an  alteration  in 
the  act  fixing  the  Military  Establishment,  in  re- 
apect  to  the  appointment  of  a  Brigade  Major  and 
Inspector,  which  the  Brigadier  Gteneral  is  aulhor- 
izea  to  appoint  from  the  line  of  the  Army,  was 
twice  read  and  committed  for  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Sewall  called  up  the  resolution  which  he 
resterday  laid  upon  tne  table,  atithorizing  the 
■'    e  of  Commerce  and  Protection   to  re- 


port, by  bill  or  oiherwiae,  the  be«t  r 

taken  lor  securing  or  lemoring  from  the  United 

Btates,  alien Sj  or  other  disaffected  and  seditious 

Sersons ;  which  was  agreed  to  without  debate  or 
i  vision. 

PROVISIONAL  ABMV. 
The  billauthoriziDgihePrenidentof  the  United 
States  to  raiae  a  Provisional  Army,  was  read  the 
Ibiid  lime)  when 

Bill,  McDowell  moved  to  postpone  the  questioi 
<Hi  the  passage  of  this  bill  till  Tuesday  next. 
Information  had  been  received  from  Europe,  aild 
Wat  entered  on  the  Coffee-House  books  of  this 
city,  that  our  Commissioners  had  been  received 
bjr  the  Biecutive  Directory  ;  and  that  the  persons 
who  had  held  an thorized  conversations  with  them 
on  the  subject  of  bribes,  &c.,  were  imprisoned. 
He  could  not  say  that  this  iaformaiion  wa«  true  ; 
but,  if  it  were,  onr  differences  with  the  French 
Republic  may  probably  be  amicably  accommoda- 
ted, and  there  may  be  no  necessity  to  pass  this  hill 
at  all.  He  hoped,  therefore,  the  postponemenl 
would  take  place. 

Mr.  Sewall  should  be  soiry  if  a  motion  of  thii 
kind  were  to  receive  any  attention  from  the 
House.  If  negotiations  were  opened  with  the 
French  Republic,  they  might  not  very  soon  ' 
concluded.  What  appearance  would  it  have 
the  nations  of  Europe,  if,  after  all  the  insults  a  .  _ 
injurie*  we  have  received  from  the  French  Re- 


the  moment  Congress  heard  in  an  indirect, 

.    ain  way,  that  they  had   deigned  to  receive 

Ministers,  they  stopped  their  proceedings  in 

measures   of  defence.    A   more   unfavorable 

appearance,  in  his  opinion,  could  not  take  place. 

'ought  to  be  recollected  that  the  army  proposed 

be  raised  was  a  provisional  army,  and  would 
)t  be  raised,  if  the  contingencies  tnerein  named 
d  not  take  place. 

The  question  for  a  postponement  was  put  and 
negatived ;  there  being  only  39  votes  for  it. 

The  question  on  the  passing  of  the  bill  was  then 
taken,  and  stood — yeas  51,  nay*  40,  as  follows: 

Ybas— John  Allen,  George  B««r,  jr.,  Buky  Barl- 
lett,  JameaA.  Bayard,  David BrmAa,  HIepben  Bultot^ 
Christopher  G.  Champlb,  JohnOhapntm,  JoehnaCait, 
Witiiam  Oraik,  Samuel  W.Dana,  John  Dennii,  Geoqca 
Dent,  William  Edmond,  Thomas  Evans,  Abiel  Foster, 
Dwight  Foster,  Jonathan  Freeman,  Henry  Glen,  Chaun- 
cey  Goodrich,  Il<^er  Griswold,  William  Barrj  Gro«4 
J(^n  A.  Hanna,  Robert  Ooodloe  Haipar,  Tltoiiia* 
Hartley,  William  Uindman,  Hezekiah  L,  HoooeT, 
James  H.  ImUjfJoh^  Wilkes  Kitters,  Samael  Ljtnan, 
JamM  Madiir,  Williun  Mattheirs,  John  Milledge,  Dan- 
iel Morgan,  Lewis  R.  Morris,  Harrisan  G.  Otis,  Jonah 
Parker,  John  Reed,  John  Ratledge,  jr.,  James  Scfanre- 
msn,  Bamuel  Bewail,  William  Bhspeid,  Thomas  Sin- 
nickion,  Samuel  Sitgreavea,  Nathaniel  Smith,  George 
Thatcher,  Mark  Thomson,  ThomM  'Ullingbs^  Jobn 
E.Van  Alen,  Peleg  Wadsworth,  and  John  Williams 

Hits— Abiahsm  Beldsin,  David  Bard,  Lemnd  Ben- 
ton, Thomas  Blount,  Richard  Brent,  Natbui  Bryan, 
Demsev  Burgee,  Thomas  Oliibome,  William  Cheriss 
Cole  Claibome,  John  Clopton,  Thomas  T.  Davis,  John 
Dswaon,  Luesi  Elmendorph,  William  Findlcy,  John 
Fowler,  Albeit  Gallatin,  James GiUesi^e,  Andrew  Greg^ 
Carter  B.  HaiiiM)ii,  Jonathan  N,  Havens,  Joac^  Rtas- 
ter,  David  Holmes,  Walter  Jones,  Matthew  Locke,  Mat- 
thew I.yon,  MnUumiel  Macon,  Blair  McClenaeban,  Jo- 
aeph  McDowell,  Anthony  New,  Tompson  J.  Skinner, 
WiUiam  Smith.  Ricbari)  Sprtgg,  jr  ,  Richard  Stanford, 
Thomas  Sumter,  Abnrn  Trigg,  John  Trigg,  PhiHp  Tan 
Coitlandt,  Joseph  B.  Vamum,  Abiahtoi  VenaU^  and 
Robert  Williams. 

THE  MILITIA  LAW. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  J.  Williams,  the  House  re- 
solved itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  bill  making  some  alterations  in  the  Militia 
law.  The  hill  contained  nine  sections.  The  first 
went  to  repeal  the  second  section  of  the  old  act, 
which  contains  the  exemptions  from  militia  duty; 
the  second  section  enumerates  the  exemptions  pro- 
posed to  be  allowed  in  future,  which  it  proposes 
should  be  uniform,  and  that  the  Stales  anould  no 
longer  have  the  power  of  graniinfF  exemptions; 
the'  third,  fourth,  fifth,  sixth,  seventh,  and  eigblh 
sections  relate  to  musters,  laying  fines  for  neglect 
of  duty,  and  the  manner  in  which  they  shall  be 
conducted ;  the  ninth  section  provides  for  the 

purchase  of thousand  stand  of  arms,  to  bedis- 

trihuied  io  due  proportion,  by  order  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  Slates,  among  the  several 
States,  and  stored  at  suitable  places  within  each 
division  of  the  mililiaof  the  State,  for  the  purpose 
of  being  sold  out  to  the  militia,  at  reasonable 
prices,  and  under  such  regulations  as  the  Pren- 
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deot  shall -prescribe.  All  the  sections  vere  struck 
out,  except  the  last,  which  was  aigreed  lo.  The 
committee  rose,  sad  the  bill  was  Teconfmiiled  to 
the  select  committee. 

The  House  then  ^^nt  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  oa  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Nourse, 
which  was  was  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  be  read 
a  third  lime  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Sgwall  reported  a  bill  respecting  alien 
enemies,  which  was  committed  for  Mondaf . 

SATcnnAY,  May  19. 

The  bill  for  the  lelief  of  Thomas  Lewis,  aod 
that  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Nourse,  were  read  the 
third  lime  and  passed. 

Mr.  Macon  reported  a  bill  makiDe  addirional 
compensation,  for  the  veat  1798,  to  William  Sim- 
mons, Accountaot  of  tne  War  Department,  which 
was  twice  read,  and  comniilled  for  Monday. 

Mr.  T.  Ct.AiBoRNB  moved  a  resolution  to  pro- 
vide, thai  in  the  bill  respecting  the  purchase  of 
arms  for  supplying  the  militia,  a  clause  should  be 
inserted  for  furnishing  arms  to  such  persons  as  are 
too  poor  to  pay  for  them,  free  of  eipeose.  The 
motion  was  aeratived — 15  rotes  only  being  for  it. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sew  all,  the  House  went  into 
aCommitteeof  the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  amend 
the  act  to  amend  and  repeal,  in  part  the  act  to  as- 
certain and  fix  the  Military  Establishment  of, the 
United  Stales ;  which,  being  agreed  to,  the  com- 
mittee rose,  and  the  bill  was  immediately  read  the 
third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  QjiLLATin,  from  the  committee  to  wl^om 
was  referred  the  petition  of  H.  W.  Dobbin^  and 
John  Ellison,  who  pray  tor  a  grant  of  land  in  the 
Northwestern  Territory  on  terms  different  from 
those  provided  by  law,  made  a  reparL  The  com- 
mittee beine  directed  to  inquire  generally  into  the 
subject,  antThaTing  determined  Ufwn  the  propriety 
of  making  some  general  regulations,  recommend 
that  the  prayer  of  the  petition  ougiit  not  to  be 
granted.    Concurred  in. 

The  same  gentleman  also  made  a  report  on  the 
petition  of  Ely  Williams,  who  prays  for  compen- 
sation on  accouotofbuildingsercclMin  the  North- 
western Territory  by  himself  and  partner,  when 
agents  for  supplying  the  Western  Army,  for  the 
purpose  of  salting  proyisions,  or  a  grant  of  land  as 
an  equivalent.  The  committee  recommend  a  gram 
of  land  to  be  made  to  the  petitioner  in  Cincinnati, 
upon  which  said  baildings  were  erected.  The 
teport  was  concurred  in,  and  a  bill  ordered  to  be' 
brought  in.    - 

FINAL  SETTLEMENT  CERTIFICATEe. 

Mr.  D.  Foster  called  for  the  order  of  the  day 
on  tlie  bill  respecting  Loan  Office  certificates,  Unal 
settlement  certificates,  andindettts  of  interest ;  and 
the  House  accordingly  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  said  bill,  when,  after 
having  been  read,  and  after  some  few  observations 
00  the  principle  adopted  for  payment,  the  bill  was 
aj^reed  to,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  on 

This  bill  provides  that  so  much  of  the  act,  enti- 
toled  "  An  act  making  further  proTision  for  the 


Etipport  of  public  credit,  and  for  the  redemption 
of  the  public  debt,"  passed  the  3d  of  March,  1798, 
as  bars  from  settlement  or  allowance,  eertificatea 
commonly  called  Loan  Office  and  final  setilemeul 
certificates,  and  indents  of  interest,  be  and  the 
same  is  hereby  suspended  for  the  term  of  one  year, 
from  and  after  the  time  of  the  passing  of  this  act ; 
that,  on  the  liquidation  and  settlement  of  such  of 
the  said  eeriiticates  and  indents  of  interest  as  map 
be  presented  at  the  Treasury,  pursuant  to  this  act^ 
the  creditors  shall  be  allowed  lo  receive  certificate* 
offunded  three  per  cent,  stock  of  the  United  Suiea, 
equal  to  the  indents,  and  the  arrearages  of  interest 
due  on  their  said  certificates,  prior  to  the  first  day 
of  January,  1791 ;  that  the  principal  sums  of  tl^ 
said  Loan  OfEce,  and  final  settlement  eertificatea, 
with  the  interest  thereon,  since  the  first  day  oi 
January,  1791,  shall  and  may  be  discharged,  aftei 
liquidation  at  the  Treasury,  by  the  payment  of 
interest  and  reimbursement  of  principal  equal  to 
the  sums  which  would  have  been  payable  thereon 
if  the  said  certificates  bad  been  subscribed  purso- 
ant  to  the  acts  making  provision  for  the  debts  <d 
[he  United  States  contracted  during  the  late  war, 
and  by  the  payment  of  other  sums  equal  to  the 
market  value  oi  the  remaining  funded  stock,  which 
would  have  been  creates!  by  subscriptions  as  afore- 
said ;  which  market  value  shall  be  determined  by 
the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  ;  for  which  pur- 
pose tha  sum  of  $20,000  is  appropriated ;  UuU, 
from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  it  shall  not 
be  lawful  for  the  ofhcets  of  the  Treasury  to  issne. 
or  cause  to  be  issued,  any  certificates  of  registered 
or  unfunded  debt ;  and  to  satisfy  such  claims  for 
services,  or  supplies  furnished,  prior  to  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  present  Constitution  of  the  United 
Slates,  as  shall  be  allowed  according  to  law,  and 
the  course  of  settlement  at  the  Treasury,  $30,000 
are  appropriated  ;  that  the  Commissioners  m  tha 
Sinking  Fund  are  required  to  reimburse  or  cause 
to  be  reimbursed,  the  principal  sums  of  the  un- 
funded, or  registered  debt  of  the  United  States, 
credited  on  the  books  of  the  Treasury  and  Commi»- 
sinners  of  Loans,  and  to  cause  a  notification  to  be 
published  informing  the  creditors  generally  of  the 
said  reimbursement,  and  that  interest  od  the  said 
debts  will  cease  at  the  expiration  of  six  monthi 
after  the  date  of  the  said  ootificalioo,  and  $90,000 
are  appropriated  for  the  purpose ;  and  that  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  creditors  of  the  unfunded  or, 
registered  debt  aforesaid,  to  receive  certificates  of 
funded  three  per  cent,  slock,  equal  to  the  arrear-. 
ages  of  interest  due  to  them,  respectively,  prior  to 
the  first  day  of  January,  1791  ;  and  on  the  requiai- 
tion  of  each  or  any  of  the  said  creditors,  the  proper 
officers  of  the  Treasury  are  hereby  required  to 
issue,  or  cause  to  be  issued  the  said  certiJBcates  of 
funded  three  per  cent,  stock,  accordingly. 

MoRDAv,  May  21. 
The  bill  respecting  Loan  Office  certificates  and 
final  settlement  certificates,  indents  of  interest, 
and  the  unfunded  or  registered  debt  credited  on  the  • 
books  of  the  Treasury,  was  read  the  third  tim^ 
and  passed. 
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Mr.  Vahndm,  from  the  Cominiltee  on  Post 
Offices  and  Post  Roads,  to  whom  was  recommit- 
ted a  former  report,  reported  a  bill  in  addiiion  to 
the  act  for  establishiDS  post  offices  and  post  roads, 
which  WHS  committEd  for  Monday. 

PKESENTS  TO  MINI8TEB8. 
Mr.  Bayard  said,  he  had  a  resolution  to  offer  to 
the  House,  which  he  trusted  would  meci  with  no 
opposition  from  any  quarter.  It  was  intended 
■olely  to  explain  the  grounds  upon  which  the 
House  proceeded  when  thejr  refused  to  consent 
that  Mr.  Pinckney  should  receive  the  presents 
usually  made  by  foreign  Courts  to  Ministers  upon 
taking  leave,  and  which  had  been  offered  to  him 
bf  the  Courts  of  London  and  Madrid.  He  had 
pnrposeiy  aroided  in  the  resolution  any  expres- 
sion of  approbation  of  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Pinck- 
ney during  his  missions,  because  he  perfectly 
knew  that  no  approbation  of  that  Hoase  could  add 
to  the  high  sense  the  people  of  the  United  States 
already  entertained  of  the  integrity  and  laleots  of 
that  gentleman ;  and  because  il  did  not  belong  to 
the  occasion  far  the  House  to  express  any  opinion 
as  to  the  conduct  of  the  gentleman  during  the 
time  he  was  employed  abroad.  That  the  design 
of  the  resolution  he  had  to  submit,  was  simply  (o 
negative  an  implication  which  poasiblv  might  be 
made,  that,  as  tne  Conslitntion  certainly  did  COU' 
template  cases  in  which  Ministers  might  be  al- 
lowed to  receive  presentsf  the  House  were  in- 
duced, by  reasoos  connected  with  the  conduct 
of  this  gentleman,  to  refuse  the  liberty  to  accept 
the  presents;  whereas  he  was  perfeccly  satisfied, 
from  the  declarations  of  ceotlemen  who  opposed 
the  permission,  wbo  had  all  taken  occasion  to  tes- 
tify much  esteem  for  the  character  and  entire 
approbation  of  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Pinckney  while 
in  office,  that  their  opposition  arose  from  princi- 
[rfes  of  general  policy,  which  led  them  to  think 
ihai,^  in  no  case  should  presents  be  allowed  to  be 
Kceived.  Nay,  they  had  said,  that  the  purity  of 
this  gentleman's  character,  and  the  importance  of 
hii  services,  famished  a  happy  opportunity  of 
ealablishing  an  invariable  rule  precluding  the  ac- 
ceptance of  these  presents,  which  no  merit  here- 
after shonld  induce  the  House  to  depart  from. 
The  subject,  however,  was  of  so  delicate  and 
tender  a  nature,  that  he  conceived  it  a  piece  of 
justice  on  the  part  of  the  Hou.ie  to  state  explicitly 
tKe  grounds  upon  which  their  decision  was  made, 
in  order  to  preclnde  the  possibility  of  any  mistake 
aa  to  their  motives.  He  should  rely,  therefore, 
with  perfect  confidence,  that  the  following  resolu- 
tion would  be  unanimously  adopted  ; 

Raohed,  That  this  Hauiie,  in  rafuiing  to  allotr 
Hiomu  Pinckney,  late  Minister  at  the  Court  ot  Lon- 
don, and  Envoy  Extraordinary  to  the  Court  of  Madrid, 
to  rereive  the  preMnts  niuslly  made  by  the  said  Courti 
to  foreign  Minialera  on  taking  leave,  nere  induced  to 
mch  isfuaal  eolelj  by  motivei  of  gennat  pohcj,  and 
BOt  by  any  view  peraonal  t«  the  eaid  Thomas  Pinckney. 
Mr.  Griswold  moved  the  postponement  of  thii 
Msoluiion  till  to-morrow. 

The  question  on  postponement  was  put  and 
negatived — 11  to  34. 


n  agreeing  to  the  resolution  then 


The  quest  io. 
recurred — 

Mr.  Sewall  had  some  doubts  as  to  the  propriety 
of  the  determination  of  the  general  question,  aa 
he  believed,  by  that  d e term  imit ion,  the  House  had 
parted  with  aji. advantage  placed  in  them  by  the 
Constitution.  He  thought  the  best  way  of  set- 
tling this  business  would  be  to  reconsider  that 
question.     He  knew  one  gentleman  who  had  voted 


The  question  on  agreeing  to  the  reaolntion  was 
It  and  carried  unanimously. 


NATURALIZATION  LAW. 
motion  of  Mr.  Sewall,  the  House  went 
I  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  sup- 
plemeutary  to,  and  to  amend  the  act  to  establish 

I  uniform  rule  of  naturalization,  and   to  repeal 

e  act  heretofore  passed  on  that  subject. 

Mr.  Sewall  moved  to  fill  the  blank  specifying 

the  length  of  time  necessary  for  an  alien  to  give 

notice  of  his  intention  to  become  a  citizen,  beTore 

?  canbe  adraitied,  with  "five  years."    Carried. 

The  blank  declaring  the  length  of  time  neces- 

ry  ior  an  alien  to  reside  here  nefore  ht  can  be 
admitted  a  citizen,  Mr.  B.  moved  to  fill  with 
fourteen  years." 

Mr.  McDowell  hoped  this  blank  would  not  be 
filled  with  so  long  a  time.  The  residence  now 
required  from  foreigners  before  they  can  become 
citizens  is  five  years.  He  would  not  object  to  an 
increase  of  the  length  of  this  term  to  seven  years; 
or,  if  the  committee  thought  nine  better,  he  would 
not  object  to  it.  He  did  not  wish  to  discourage 
an  emigration  to  this  country  of  respectable  for- 
eigners, by  barring  them  from  the  richts  of  citi' 
zenship.  The  policy  of  this  country  had  always 
been  oiffereot,  and  he  did  not  wish  entirely  to 
change  it.  When  persons  come  here  from  for- 
eign countries,  it  was  our  interest  to  attach  them 
to  us,  and  not  always  to  look  upon  them  as  aliens 
and  strangers. 

The  question  for  filling  the  blank  with  "four- 
teen," was  put  and  carried^^l  to  40. 

Mr.  Sewall  moved  a  clause  providing  that  no 
alien  who  comes  from  a  country  at  war  with  us, 
shall  be  admitted  to  citizenship  while  such  war 
continues.    Agreed  lo. 

Mr.  Qallatln  wished  to  know  whether  th« 
provisions  of  this  act  are  intended  to  extend  to 
persons  who  were  in  this  country  previous  to  the 
passing  of  the  law  of  January,  1795.  which  re- 
quires a  residence  of  five  years  before  an  alien 
can  become  a  citizen,  but  who  have  oegleeted  to 
become  citizens,  as  well  as  to  all  those  uiens  who 
have  come-to  tnis  country  since  January,  1795; 
although  they  may  have  made  the  declaration  hj 
that  law  required  three  years  before  they  can 
become  so,  o(  their  intention  of  becoming  citi- 
zens of  the  United  Stales.  The  law  of  January, 
1793,  had  made  an  exception  in  favor  of  allalieu 
then  in  the  country. 

As  the  bill  stands  at  present,  Mr.  O.  said,  it 
would  have  a  retrospective  effect  on  three  descrip- 
tions of  persons,  viz  ;  all  those  aliens  wbo  wera 
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in  this  country  prior  to  tbe  adoption  of  ibe  pre- 
KDl  Conslituiion  or  the  Uoited  Slates,  and  wbo 
were  not  naiurHlized  under  the  Siaie  lawn  before 
the  act  of  1790 ;  io  the  oeit  place,  it  aflectB  all 
those  who,  under  the  law  of  1790,  might  bare 
been  naturalized,  and  all  those  who,  uoder  the  law 
of  1795,  might  hereaner  be  naturalized,  provideil 
they  have  made  the  necessary  declaratioa  of  their 
intention  of  becomiDg  citizens.  From  the  year 
1795,  many  persons,  with  a  view  of  makine  them- 
selves citizens  of  this  country  as  soon  as  the  law 
wonld  allow  them,  have  renounced  their  alle- 
giance to  the  countries  from  whence  tbey  came, 
and  if  this  bill  passes  in  its  present  form,  they 
will  for  ten  or  twelve  years  to  come  be  without 
citizenship  in  any  country.  He  hoped,  therefore, 
some  exception  would  be  made  in  favor  of  the 
descriptions  of  persoos  which  be  bad  named. 

One  reason  which  led  him  to  mention  this  cir- 
cumstance was,  that  there  are  a  great  number  of 
persons  in  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  and  many 
ID  tbe  district  from  whence  he  came,  who,  thousn 
they  are  not  citizens  of  the  United  States,  reaUy 
believe  they  are.  This  mistake  has  arisen  from 
(an  error  common  to  most  of  the  districts  of  the 
United  Stales)  a  belief  that  an  alien's  being  natu- 
ralized by  tbe  laws  of  a  State  Govenment,  since 
the  aci  of  1790,  made  him  a  citizen  of  the  United 
Stales.  The  Majror  of  Philadelphia,  till  tbe  year 
1795,  admitted  citizens  under  tbe  .State  law,  who 
afterwards  considered  themselves  as  citizens  of 
the  United  Slates.  He  always  thought  that 
construction  to  be  wrong— Congress  having  Ihi 
power  to  pass,  and  having  passed  an  uniform  natu 
ralization  law,  which,  in  his  opinion,  excluded 
the  idea  of  admission  to  citizenship  oii  different 
terms  by  the  individual  States.  But  be  knew  the 
contrary  opinion  till  lately  generally  pr 

Indeed,  he  knew  that  at  the  late  election    _   

city,  the  votes  of  respectable  merchants,  who  bad 
obtained  American  rWisiers  for  llteir  vessels,  on  a 
presumption  of  their  being  citizens,  were  refused 
on  this  ground.  The  same  mistake  had  extended 
to  other  parts  of  tbe  Union.  It  may  be  said  that, 
since  the  year  1795,  these  persons  might  have 
gone  to  any  of  the  courts  and  have  become  citi- 
zens. In  this  city,  and  in  others,  he  supposed  per- 
sons had  generally  done  so;  but  where  people  are 
two  or  three  hundred  miles  distant  from  tbe  Dis- 
trict Court  of  the  United  Slates,  they  had  not 
always  an  opportunity  of  doing  it,  especially  on 
account  of  a  construction  of  the  act  of  1795, 
which  had  prevailed  in  some  couDlies  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  which  made  it  doubtful  whether  any 
court  in  the  Stale,  oat  of  the  city,  could  adminis- 
ter the  oath  of  citizenship.  Mr.  U.  supposed  that 
nnce  the  year  1790,  from  ten  to  fifteen  thousand 
emigrants  had  come  into  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vania two-thirds  of  ivbom  believed,  till  lately, 
that  they  were  citizens  of  the  United  States,  from 
their  havioe  been  naturalized  by  tbe  laws  of  that 
State.  It  has  now  been  discovered  that  they  are 
not  citizens;  but  since  that  discovery  was  made, 
they  have  not  bad  an  opportunity  of  being  admit- 
ted according  to  tbe  law  of  the  United  Stales.  If 
lome  limited  period  was  given  to  theae  persona  to 


come  forward  to  be  naturalized,  and  tbey  did  not 
become  citizens  in  that  time,  he  should  lie  willing 
.0  exclude  them.  He  thought,  indeed,  provision 
ihould  be  made  for  all  these  persons  ;  but  be  would 
jot  move  any  amendment  until  he  had  heard  the 
opinion  of  the  committee  on  the  subject..  The 
amendment  just  adopted,  for  excluding  their  ene- 
mies from  citizenship,  wonld  do  away  any  objec- 
tion which  could  be  urged  against  a  provision  of 
this  kind.  Indeed,  the  persons  he  alluded  lo  gene- 
rally came  from  the  territories  of  the  King  of 
Great  Britain,  and  three-fourths  of  them  jrom 
Ireland. 

Mr.  Sewall  said,  this  subject  was  before  the 
select  committee,  and  it  was  tbe  opinton  of  a  ma- 
jority of  that  committee  that  no  exception  ought 
to  be  made,  but  that  tbe  biil  should  pass  in  its 
present  form.    His  own  sentiments  were  decidedly 

Sainsl  any  alteration.  As  to  tbe  Irishmen  whom 
I  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  has  mentioned, 
as  tbey  have  neglected  to  avail  themselves  of  the 
privilege  of  becoming  citizens,  be  supposed  tbey 


did 


place  any  high  value  upon  it.    They  a. 
permitted  to  hold  lands;  and  from  iha  pra> 


distracted  state  of  the  country  from  whence 
they  have  emigrated,  be  did  not  think  it  would  be 
prudent  to  make  them  eligible  to  hold  seals  in  tbe 
Government  after  a  residence  of  five  years.  He 
believed  tbe  liberty  which  the  United  States  have 
given  in  this  respect  heretofore  has  been  unex- 
ampled,and  it  was  high  time  tbe  evils  which  had 
arisen  from  this  imprudent  liberality  should  be 
remedied.  The  present  distracted  stale  of  the 
xorld,  and  the'  aiientpTrmadelo  disturb  other 
Governments,  showed  the  necessity  of  tbe  pro- 
posed regulations. 

Mr.  8.  did  not  consider  the  persons  who  bad 
been  mentioned  as  laboring  under  any  disadvau- 
tages.  Considering  what  Uiey  have  left,  and  what 
they  receive  here,  their  situation  is  vastly  im- 
proved by  the  change  which  they  have  made, 
without  giving  tbem  any  chance  of  becoming 
members  of  our  Government^  for  they  would  have 
had  little  chance  of  becoming  members  of  the 
Government  which  tbey  have  left.  He  did  not 
suppose  ihey  came  here  with  a  view  of  getting 
into  the  Government,  but  to  acquire  property,  and 
to  enjoy  peace  and  happiness,  and  this  tbey  might 
do  independent  of  citizenship.  As  he  saw  no 
good,  therefore,  to  be  derived  to  the  country  from 
admitting  these  persons  to  citizenship,  but  much 
danger,  he  hoped  the  bill  would  be  agreed  to  a* 

Mr.  Gallatie)  said,  if  the  bilF  was  proceeded 
with,  he  would  prepare  an  amendment  in  favor  of 
those  classes  of  persons  he  had  mentioned. 

The  bill  was  accordingly  proceeded  with;  and 
coming  to  the  fifth  section,  where  it  is  provided, 
that  if  an  alien  shall  continue  to  reside  bere,  and 
shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  make  a  report  of  bis  resi- 
dence, and  receive  a  certificate  thereof,  shall  for- 
feit two  dollars,  aitd  thaU  be  UiHtle  to  be  arreiled 
(U  a  tumected  perton — 

Mr.  GtLLATiH  moved  to  strike  out  the  worde 
printed  in  italic.  It  was  sufficient,  he  said,  that 
such  a  person  should  pay  a  fine.    It  was  a  new 
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thing  to  punish  a  man  by  imprisonnient,  not  for 
deiinquency,  but  because  he  was  suspected.  A 
conduct  of  this  kind  had  been  highly  condemned 
in'snothet  country,  and  he  hoped  it  would  not  be 
adopted  here.  ' 

Mr.  Sewall  said,  it  was  the  intention  of  tbe 
eoTnmitiee  to  show  the  naiure  of  the  offence  of 
omitting  to  make  the  proper  report ;  to  show  that 
such  omission  would  lay  the  citizens  imder  the 
suspicion  of  not  acting  openly  and  candidly. 

Mr.  SiTOREATEa  remarkeil,  that  if  his  colleague's 
'  objection  only  went  to  the  words  "  snspecied  per> 
•on."  his  motion  went  too  far. 

Theqnestion  was  put  and  negatired— 37  to  36. 

Mr.  Gallatin  then  proposed  an  amendment  to 
the  following  effect ; 

"  Frorided  that  any  alien  who  was  leiident  within 
the  lunita,  and  under  the  juiisdiction  of  the  United 
State*,  before  the  S9th  of  luiusiy,  1 T9B,  and  any  alien 
who  shall  hare  made  '•  declaration  of  hii  intention  of 
becoming  a  citiien  of  the  United  States,  in  conformity 
to  the  prorisioos  of  an  act  est^iahing  a  nnifiirm  rale 
«f  naturalixatioii,  paieed  on  that  day,  may  be  admitted 
to  become  citiiena  of  the  United  Statei,  according  (o 
the  pioTiaiona  of  that  act." 

Mr.  Craik  was  disposed  10  go  much  further  than 
is  proposed  in  tbis  bul  in  restricting  atieos  from 
becoming  citizens  of  this  country.  He  shotild  have 
no  objection  to  say,  that  no  foreizner  coming  into 
this  country  after  this  time,  Fhall  cTer  become  a 
citizen ;  bul  he  believed  if  this  law  was  to  have  a 
retrospective  operation  on  all  those  foreigners  now 
residiDg  within  the  United  States,  who  have  ne- 
glected lo  become  citizens,  it  would  be  very  un- 
iust.  There  wa»  a  large  class  of  persons,  he  said, 
n  the  country  from  which  he  came,  who  are  not 
naturalized  under  any  law,  and  many  others  who 
had  been  naiuralized  under  tbe  State  law;  about 
,  the  legality  of  which,  as  had  been  slated,  there  is 
much  doubt,  though  in  Maryland  and  Virgbia 
jforeigners  are  still  natur^ized  by  the  States,  not- 
iwiihsiaodinglhelawof  the  United  States. 
^^  In  deciding  upon  this  quextion,  Mr.  C.  said,  it 
would  not  be  proper  to  take  into  consideration 
emigrants  from  any  particular  country.  Many  of 
the  persons  he  alluded  to,  are  Germans,  and  well 
entitled  lo  every  privilege  that  can  be  given  them, 
snd  whose  negleet  to  become  citizens  was  proba- 
bly owing  to  tlieir  igoorance  of  our  language  and 
laws.  He  should,  therefore,  be  io  faror  of  this 
amendment,  especially  as  far  as  it  respects  those 
aliens  who  were  in  this  country  before  the  year 
1795. 

Mr.  BAYAHOsaid,  tbough  foreigners  were  pre- 
Tented  from becomingcitizensofthe United  Stales 
until  they  have  resided  fourteen  years  in  the  coun- 
try, in  many  of  the  States,  they  are  entitled  not 
only  to  vote  for  filling  the  oflSces  of  ibe  State  Go- 
rernments,  but  also  for  filling  those  of  the  United 
Stales.  Therefore,  the  only  privilege  which  they 
are  denied,  is  the  capacity  of  becoming  members 
of  the  Federal  Government;  which  was  a  denial, 
he  thought,  recommended  by  sound  policy.  And 
be  did  not  see  why  the  restrieiion  should  not  ex- 
tend to  the  aliens  now  within  the  United  Slates, 
Utothosewho shall hereafiercome here.  Ifalieus 


bad  any  right  to  expect  an  exception, 
It  must  oe  on  the  grouod  of  compact.  He  did  not, 
however,  consider  naiHralizaiion  laws  in  that 
light.  Aliens  cannot  be  considered  as  members  of 
the  society  of  the  Uoited  Slates;  our  laws  are 
passed  on  the  ground  of  our  own  policy,  and 
whatever  is  granied  lo  aliens  is  a  mere  matter  of 
favor ;  and,  if  it  is  taken  away,  they  have  no  right 
to  complain.  Every  principle  of  policy,  in  nil 
opinion,  required  this  regulation  to  be  made  gen- 
eral;  for  he  believed  there  were  as  many  Jaco- 
bins and  vagabonds  come  into  the  United  States 
during  tbe  last  two  years,  as  may  come  for  ten 
years  hence ;  so  that  these  very  persons  against 
whom  this  law  was  intended  to  operate,  wQl  be- 
come citizens,  and  may  be  chosen  into  the  Gov- 
ernmeoi.  He  hoped,  therefore,  the  ameodment 
would  not  be  adopted. 

With  respect  to  those  persons  who  have  given 
notice  of  their  intention  of  renouDcing  their  alle- 
giance to  the  foreign  country  from  wlience  they 
came  (for  they  do  not  actually  renounce  it  uittil 
tbey  become  citizens)  it  can  make  no  difference  to 
them,  especially  those  referred  lo  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania,  because  it  is  a  principle 
of  the  British  law,  that  British  subjects  have  not 
a  right  to  alienate  themselves ;  they  cannot  re- 
nounce their  allegiance  to  the  British  King.  No 
objection,  therefore,  could  be  had  against  the  mea- 
sures being  general  on  that  ground, 

Mr.  Macon  was  apprehensive  that  gentlemen 
in  their  zeal  to  get  at  particular  persons,  will  go 
too  far  in  this  business.  He  agreed  with  them, 
that,  for  three  or  four  years  past,  people  of  all  sorts 
of  politics  had  come  to  this  country^,  from  the 
highest 'aristocrat  to  the  greatest  Jacobin;  and  he 
doubted  not  that  persons  who  were  very  desiroua 
of  becoming  citizens,  or  who  had  any  ptuticular 
end  to  answer  by  it,  had  availed  themselves  of  the 
law.  But  there  are  persons  in  distant  parts  of  the 
Continent,  who  have  never  yet  became  citizens, 
perhaps  from  their  not  being  in  the  war  of  going 
through  the  ceremony,  and  oecause  he  nad  no  ap- 
prehension of  the  privilege  being  taken  from 
them.  Many  had  also  omitted  to  do  it  from  on 
ignorance  of  onr  tanauage.  He  hoped,  therefore^ 
this  amendment  would  be  agreed  to.  If  persons 
have  given  notice  of  their  intention  to  become  citi- 
zens, ihey  have  complied  in  part  with  the  laws; 
and  he  did  not  think  it  would  be  tight  to  nut 
it  out  of  their  power  to  comply  with  the  other 

Mr.  Sewall  said,  this  amendment  would  com- 
prehend ihose  aliens  who  have  come  here  since 
tbe  year  1795,  though  they  may  have  made  no  de- 
claration of  their  inientioo  to  become  citizens,  as 
they  may  make  the  declaration  before  the  law 

Gsses.  As  to  the  other  description  of  persons,  he 
d  not  the  same  objection  to  them.  He  agreed 
with  the  gentleman  Irom  Delaware,  that  our  reg- 
ulations in  this  respect  arc  made  for  our  own  cod- 
venience  and  safely,  and  that  no  alien  has  a  right 
to  complain,  if  these  regulations  should  disappoint 
hii.  expectations. 

Mr-  StTOREAVEa  said,  this  was  either  a  question 
of  right  or  expediency.    He  presumed  no  gentle- 
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man  wiB  prepared  to  say  aajr  alien  had  acquired  an 
absolute  and  pwiiive  tiffhl  in  (his  country  to  citi- 
zenship at  any  parlicalar  lime.  If  not,  it  was  a 
mere  matter  of  expediency  ;  and,  when  ii  is  con- 
sidered in  tiiis  light,  there  caD  bp  little  difficulty  in 
leeing  the  danger  ftnd  disadvaoiaKea  which  wuuld 
arise  from  allowing  foreigners  to  oecome  citizens, 
as  heretofore,  or  as  proposed  by  the  present  amend- 
ment   They  are  loo  evident  to  be  enumerated. 

But  it  was  supposed  thai  there  were  ^  large 
number  of  indiviauals  in  this  country  entitled  to 
etiizenship  by  the  law  of  1790,  but  who  have,  ne- 
vertheless, neglected  to  become  eitixens.  It  was  a 
little  eitraordinary,  he  said,  if  this  were  so ;  that 
persons  should  for  so  long  a  time  have  neglected 
to  embrace  a  right  which,  it  is  now  represented, 
it  would  be  doing  them  great  injury  to  deprive 
them  of  As  lo  those  persons  who  came  ioio 
the  country  since  the  law  of  1765,  he  saw  no  good 
teaiou  for  making  an  exception  in  their  favor. 
As  policy,  safety,  and  security,  dictated  the  mea- 
sure, he  hoped  the  bill  would  be  pass4id  as  reported. 

Mr.  W.  Claiborne  said  he  could  not  reconcile 
it  to  his  feelings  to  vote  for  the  bill  without'  the 
amendment  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
•ylvania,  because  It  would  be  doing  a  number  of 

? topic  whom  he  represented  the  greatest  injustice. 
hose  people,  he  said,  were  peculiarly  situated. 
It  was  oniy  at  the  last  Winter  session  that  the  Stats 
of  Tennessee  was  represented  on  ibia  fioor ;  and,  at 
the  time  of  passing  the  naturalization  law,  the 
people  of  thai  country  were  not  in  a  aitttation  to 
receive  informatioo  of  what  was  done  in  Congress. 
It  need  not  be  a  matter  of  surprise,  therefore,  if,  in 
that  frontier  country,  there  are  rqaoy  persons 
aliens  who  did  not  take  advantage  of  tne  law  of 
1760.  There  are  numbers  of  such  who  hare  given 
the  strongest  proofs  of  attachment  to  the  coun- 
try j  they  have  fought  and  bled  in  the  service  of 
the  United  States,  and  arc  as  much  wedded  to  the 
Government  of  the  United  Slates  as  any  men  born 
OD  American  soil.  If  this  amendment  does  not 
prevail,  it  will  affect  many  valuable  citizens  of  the 
State  of  Tenoeaaee  who  wtfre  citizens  in  the  year 
1795,  and  ten  years  before  that  lime.  These  per- 
■ona  would  be  deprived  of  rights,  because  they  were 
living  in  a  country  in  which  there  was  no  post 
road,  and  where,  of  course,  they  had  no  newspa- 
pers to  give  them  information  of  what  was  going 
on  at  the  seat  of  Qoverument.  He  hoped,  there- 
fore, it  would  not  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  J.  Welliahs  hoped  this  provision  would 
be  agreed  to.  When  an  act  is  passed,  good  rea- 
sons, he  said,  ought  to  be  given  before  any  change 
takes  place.  Many  persons  had  come  into  the 
country  from  an  expectation  of  being  naturalized 
at  the  end  of  a  certain  period ;  but,  if  this  provi- 
NOn  is  not  agreed  to,  the  system  will  be  entirely 
ohanged.  [^  saw  no  difficulty  which  could  arise 
&om  aj[reeing  to  this  provision,  as  persons  from 
couotnes  at  war  with  this  country  could  not  be 
made  citizens  at  all.  He  knew  a  number  of  per- 
■ona  who  had  not  taken  advantage  of  the  nalural- 
izaiioa  law.  who  perhaps  are  as  good  men  as  any 
in  th«  United  States.  It  was  inie,  he  said,  that 
by  the  laws  of  the  wveral  States  alien*  are  allowad 


to  hold  land;  but  when  foraigners  come  hereto 
reside,  and  behave  well,  he  did  not  see  why.  they 
ought  lo  be  prevented  from  becoming  ckizeos. 
They  contribute  their  share  of  the  expense  of  Got- 
ernment,and  itwaa  an  acknowledged  principle  that 
representation  and  taxation  ought  to  go  together; 
which  would  not  be  the  caseif  the  bilFwaB  pasted 
without  this  amendment. 
The  question  was  put  and  carried,  there  being 

The  committee  then  rose,  and  the  House  pri>- 
ceeded  to  take  up  the  amendments. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Oallatin  coming  again 
under  consideration, 

Mr.  CoiT  hoped  that  part  of  the  clause  would 
be  disagreed  to  which  embraces  persons  who  were 
in  this  country  before  the  year  1795,  but  who  had 
never  shown  any  disposition  to  become  citizens. 
Those  who  came  since^  and  had  given  notice  of 
their  intention  of  becoming  citizens,  stand  on  very 
different  ground.  He  should  have  no  objection  to 
the  tatter  Deing  accepted,  in  the  way  proposed,  bnt 
not  the  former. 

After  a  few  observations  on  this  amendment,  it 
was  negatived— 49  to  32. 

Mr.  SiTOREAVEB  proposed  an  amendment,  lim- 
iting the  time  within  which  aliens,  included  in 
Mr.  Gallatin's  proposition,  should  be  permitted 
to  avail  themselves  of  the  exception  in  their  favor, 
viz:  those  who  were  in  this  country  before  the 
year  1795,  within  one  year  after  the  passing  of  this 
act ;  and  those  who  have  come  here  sioccj  and 
given  notice  of  their  inlenliun  to  b^ome  citizena, 
within  four  years  from  the  time  of  such  notice 
having  been  given. 

The  question  was  BrsI  put  on  the  former  part  <tf . 
the  amendment 

Mr.  T.  Claibborrc  did  not  wish  to  punish  men 
for  not  being  born  here,  but  to  punish  both  natives 
and  foreigners  when  guilty.  He  hoped  two  years 
would  be  allowed  instead  of  one.  , 

The  question  on  two  years  was  put  and  nega- 
tived— 31  lo  39.  It  was  iben  put  on  one,Bnd  car- 
ried— 57  voles  being  for  it. 

The  question  on  the  second  part  of  the  amend- 
ment was  then  put. 

Mr.  Varnum  said,  the  impulse  of  the  moment 
led  members  to  believe  that  these  restrictions 
upon  foreigners  were  necessary.  He  thought  there 
was  no  necessity  for  any  measures  being  taken 
with  respect  to  foreigners,  except  such  as  belong 
tb  the  nation  with  whom  we  expect  to  be  atwarj 
yet,  be  had  no  particular  objection  to  restrictions 
being  made  with  respect  to  such  foreigners  as  shall 
hereafter  come  to  this  country ;  but,  naving  here- 
tofore held  out  inducements  lo  foreigners  to  come 
to  this  country,  and  when  they  are  come,  with  an 
expectation  of  becoming  entitled  to  the  rights  of 
citizens  in  a  certain  time,  he  would  not  disapipoint 
those  expectations. 

Mr.  T.  Claibobnb  said  this  was  a  very  import- 
ant bill,  and  he  should  wish  a  little  more  time 
to  consider  on  it;  he  therefore  moved  anadjoum- 

The  motion  was  pnt  and  negatived,  ihwe  being 
only  16  votes  Ibi  it. 
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Mr.  SiTQBEAvEB  sfiid,  the  obserTaiioDs  of  the 
geotlemaii  from  Masuchu setts  could  ooly  be  appli- 
cable wben  the  prijaeiple^f  tbe  bill  was  under  con- 
uderalioo;  whereas,  ibe  present  propositioa  only 
went  10  limit  the  periixl  wilbin  which  advantaee 
should  be  taken  of  tbe  indulgence  proposed  to  be 
allowed. 

Mr.  Varnitm  moved  a  dirision  of  the  amead- 
ment,  and  proposed  to  allow  till  the  1st  of  Sep- 
tember oeit  for  persons  to  make  a  declaration  of 
iheir  intentioti  to  became  citizens. 

This  motion  was  not  seconded ;  and  the  ques- 
tioo  on  the  Bmeodmenl  was  put  and  catrjed — 47 
to  31. 

The  bill  was  then  <]fdeted  to  be  read  a  third 
time  to-morrow. 

Tdesdav,  May  S3. 
.    The  bill  to  establish  a  uniform  rule  of  naturali- 
zation, and  lo  repeal  the  former  act  for  that  pat- 
pose,  was  read  tbe  third  time  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Macon,  the  House  went  into 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  allowing 
additional  compenHation  to  William  Simmons,  Ac- 
oouniaot  of  Ibe  War  Departmeiit,  wben  it  was 

Sreed  to  allow  him  an  additional  compensation 
8600  for  the  year  1798. 

The  committee  rost,  and  tbe  bill  was  ordered 
to  be  read  a  third  time  to-morrow ;  which  was  ac- 
-  cordinsly  done  and  the  bill  pas.ied. 

Mr.SiToREAVEB  laid  tfac  foUowing  resolutions 
upon  the  table : 

Rfohed,  That  tbe  cotnmandeis  of  the  private  armed 
twmIi  oT  the  United  StAtei  be  knthorized,  by  Uw,  to 
take  oi  dettroj  any  cniiiei  of  the  French  Republic, 
wlucb  (bill  attack  them  on  the  high  eeaa,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  eearch  or  eeixure. 

Saohed,  That  the  commander*  of  the  public  arm- 
ed veuels  of  the  United  Slatee  be  autboriied  and  di- 
rected to  take  or  deitroj  any  cruiser  of  the  French  Re- 
public'nhieh  may  be  found  attacking,  on  tbe  high  uaa, 
any  public  or  private  vcHel  of  the  United  State*,  for 
the  pnnxxe  of  search  or  aeiinre. 

Saalvtd,  That  tbe  commanden  of  the  pntdic  and 
Mivate  armed  veaaeli  of  the  United  State*  be  aulhor- 
ned  to  retake  any  venel  of  the  United  State*  which 
■lay  have  been  captured  by  tbe  cruiaen  of  the  French 
Bepublic,  and  to  take  or  deatroy  may  cmiaer  which  may 
have  made  such  capture. 

Boohed,  That  tbe  public  armed  leseela  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  be  authoriied  and  directed  to  take  or  dealroy 
all  aimed  craiaers  of  the  French  Bepublio,  which  may 

be  found  on  the  coast  of  the  United  State*  within 

^Iheahore. 

Mr.  SiTOBEATta  mored  these  resolutions  to  be 
referred  lo  the  Committee  for  the  Protection  of 
Commerce  and  the  Defence  of  tbe  Conntry,  to 
report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  McDowell  hoped  these  resolutions  would 
lie  upon  the  table  till  to-morrow.  He  owned  he 
was  not  ready  to  instruct  the  committee  named 
to  bring  in  a  bill  on  this  subject.  He  believed 
tbese  resolutions  are  synonymous  with  a  declara- 
tion of  war ;  and,  notwithstanding  the  present 
eriticnl  situation  of  the  country,  he  had  yet  some 
hopet  of  war  being  averted,  if  [vudent  iiKasares 
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were  adopted.  He  was  not  willing,  ifaerefcue,  (o 
alarm  the  public  mind  by  referring  reaoluiiona  i^ 
so  dangerous  a  nature  as  these.  It  was  possible, 
he  said,  that  we  mi^ht  soon  receive  informaiion 
from  our  GommiMioneri<,  which  would  make  a 
step  like  this  proper;  but  he  could  not  think  it 
would  be  proper  at  prei^nL 

Mr.  Venablb  inquired  of  the  Speaker  whether, 
when  a  member  requested  a  resolution  of  thit 
kind  to  lie  npon  the  table,  it  was  not  to  lie  accord- 
ing to  ibe  rules  of  the  House? 

The  Speakeb  answered  in  the  affirmative,  and 
the  resolutions  were  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table. 

NATURALIZATION  LAW. 

Mr.  Bayabd  made  a  motion  for  suspeading  tbe 
operation  of  ihe  naturalization  bill,  for  a  limited 
time.  He  thought  the  present  time  was  not  a 
proper  period  for  mskin^  permanent  rcgulatiotw 
on  the  subject,  and  that  it  would  be  better  to  sus- 
pend the  present  law  for  a  time,  than  pass  any  new 
law  upon  it  at  present,  as  there  was  danger,  gnder 
our  present  feelings,  that  tbe  restrictions  against 
aliens  might  be  carried  too  far. 

The  Speakeb  said,  he  conceived  this  motion 
could  not  be  in  order  while  the  bill  which  bad 
passed  this  morning  on  this  subject  was  on  its 
passage. 

COMPENSATION  OF  MARSHALS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HABRison,  the  House  went 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  re- 
gulating the  compensation  of  marshals,  attorneys, 
jurors,  and  witnesses ;  and,  after  some  discussioai 
the  committee  rose,  and  the  House  took  up  tbe 
bill;  when    ' 

Mr.  Ltoh  moved  to  strike  out  the  salaries  pro- 
posed  to  be  allowed  to  marshals  and  attorneys,  to 
the  former  of  t300  a  year,  and  to  tbe  latter  f400 
a  year,  exclusive  of  tbe  fees  arising  from  their  of- 
fice,  which  he  thought  quite  sufficient  without 
any  salary. 

Both  motions  were  taken  by  yeas  and  nays, 
and  were  negatived— the  first  45  to  27,  the  second 
49  to  35. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  to- 
morrow ;  which  was  accordingly  done,  and  the 
bill  passed. 

MARINE  CORPS. 

Mr.  Sewall,  from  Ibe  Commiliee  of  Commerce 
and  Protection,  made  the  following  report : 

"  That  in  their  opinion  important  advantage*  woold 
be  obtained  by  an  omngement  in  one  eorp*  of  the  map 
rinn  who  are  or  shall  be  engaged  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  and  by  annexing  Ihrm  to  tbe  eiiating 
Military  Eatabliahment ;  particularly,  a*  it  nould  afibtd 
the  means  of  order  and  economy,  in  which  a  nnmber  of 
minute  detachment*  are  liable  lo  be  very  deficient ;  and 
ai  thereby  tbe  detachmants,  which  will  be  occanonally 
on  abore,  will  be  kept  in  proper  discipline,  and  may  be 
rendered  uaefnl  in  the  Ibrtifications,  or  eleewhere,  m 
the  public  aerrice  may  require.  The  oomniittee,  ther*' 
fore,  reoommend  the  following  rewilution  to  be  adopted: 

"  Raehud,  Thai,  in  addition  to  the  present  Mihlaiy 
there  ahalt  be  lausd  a  battalion,  to  lie 
ua  Corpa,  le  emuiat  of  a  Ms^,  and 
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MnteUa  eomminiaaed  and  Dan-commiMioned  officer*, 
Ave  hundred  privatea,  and  the  neeeuaxj  iDuiidvia,  in- 
dnding  the  marioea  now  in  wiTica ;  >ad  the  muinea 
4hleh  ihall  be  einpli>;ed  in  the  anneil  veeeel*  and  gal- 
l^f  of  the  Uoileil  Btalee  ihall  be  detadunenti  from 
tlu(  eoipe." 

AVEGN  ENEMIES, 

Oa  motion  of  Mr.  Sbwall,  the  House  went  in- 
to B  Comraiitee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  respecl- 
ing  alien  eaeinies,  Mr.  Ddkt  in  the  Chair;  when 
the  bill  was  read  as  follows : 

8ie.  1.  Be  it  enaettd,  ^,  That  whenever  there 
rilall  be  a  declared  war  between  the  United  State* 
•nd  any  foreigti  Nation  or  Qovemment,  or  any  iQTa- 
■ioa,  or  predatoi;  ineumon,  ihall  be  peipetnted,  at- 
tMDpted,  or  threatened,  againat  the  Inritoij  of  the 
United  State*,  b;  any  foreign  Nation  oi  QoTamment, 
•ad  the  FnAdent  of  the  United  Slate*  ahaEl  make  pub- 
lic prodamalion  of  the  erent,  all  naliTea,  deniiena,  citi- 
aeuM,  or  anlgecta  of  the  boatUe  Nation  or  Govemment, 
being  malea  of  the  age  of  fourteen  year*  and  upwarda, 
who  ahall  be  within  the  United  State*,  and  not  actually 
.  natonUiiad,  ahall  be  liaUe  to  b«  appretiended,  leatiaia- 
«d,  aecured,  and  lemoTed,  aa  alien  enemiea ;  and  ihall 
be  further  >ub)ect,  with  thur  good*  and  efiecta,  to  a  juat 
nrtaliation  of  any  nnuBiial  BeTeritiee,reBtnunta,and  con- 
fieeationa,  which  ahall  be  Buffered  by  the  citiieua  of  the 
United  StatM,  resident  within  the  territory  of  the  hoa- 
tUe  Nation  oi  OoTomment,  and  inflicted  by  their  au- 
thority, preTioiu  to,  or  at  the  comiaen cement  of,  any 
WW  or  ruptnre  aa  afbreeaid,  under  color  and  pretence 
(hereof.  And  the  Preaident  of  the  United  Statei  shall 
be.  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized,  in  any  eient  as  atbre- 
■aid,  by  hia  piodamation  thereof,  or  other  public  act, 
to  direct  the  condnet  to  be  obaened,  on  the  put  of  the 
United  Statea,  towards  the  aliena  who  shall  become 
liable  as  afiiraaaid ;  the  manner  and  degree  of  the  re- 
■traint  lo  which  they  ahall  be  auljijecl,  and  in  what 
fans  and  upon  what  security  their  residence  shall  be 
pomittad,  and  to  provide  i/n  the  removal  of  thoae  who, 
«ot  being  permitted  to  reaide  within  the  United  Stated, 
ibaU  rofilae  or  neglect  to  depart  therefrom,  and  to  es- 
any  other  regulations  which  shall  be  found  ne- 
,'  in  the  premises,  and  for  the  public  safety,  sub- 
ject, nevertheleaa,  lo  the  regula^ana  which  the  Congieai 
of  the  United  Statea  shall  theieafler  sgree  and  estab- 
"h. 

Sic,  S.  Prmided,  4^.,  That  atieni  resident  within 
the  United  Statea,  who  liuall  become  Eable  ai  enemicB 
in  the  manner  aforesaid,  and  who  shall  not  be  charge- 
l^le  with  actual  hostili^,  or  other  crime  against  the 
pnblie  safety,  shall  be  allowed,  for  Hk  recovery,  dispo- 
•al,  and  removal  of  thwr  good*  and  effects,  and  lor  their 
dc^rtare,  the  full  time  which  is  or  shall  be  stipnlated 

S'  any  treaty,  when  any  shall  have  been  between  the 
nited  Statsa  and  the  hostile  Natien  or  Oovemment, 
«f  which  they  ahaU  be  natives,  denizeni,  citizen*,  or 
aol^ecta;  and,  where  no  sneh  trea^  diall  have  been,  a 
laaaonable  time,  which  shall  He  ascertained  and  dedared 
by  the  Pieaident,  or  by  the  Congrea*  of  the  United 
States,  aa  may  be  eonaistent  with  Uie  public  lafety,  and 
according  to  the  dictates  of  humanly  and  national  hoa. 

K'lality.  And  the  goods  and  eOecta  of  an  alien,  reai- 
int  within  the  United  States,  who  ahall  become  an 
eaetny  aa  aforesaid,  belonging  and  accruing  lo  him 
diere,  before  the  commencement  of  any  war  or  rupture 
i*  aforesaid,  shall  not  be  liable  to  any  seizure,  contlsca- 
lian,  or  restraint,  unles*  by  the  neceanty  of  a  jtnt  re- 
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taiiation  as  before  mentioned,  which,  under  the  antho- 
rity  of  the  President  of  the  United  State*  alone,  shall 
not  extend  further  than  to  the  securing  of  the  persona, 
gooda,  and  eSects  of  aliens  liable  aa  aibreaaid,  nntU  tll4 
end  of  the  next  ensning  seeaion  of  Cougreae,  snd  to  be 
subject  to  the  law  which  they  shall  agree  and  enact 
thereupon. 

Bio.  3.  And  be  it  fitrther  enadtd.  That  all  Jo*- 
tice*  and  Judge*  of  the  Courts  of  tike  United  Stal«^ 
and  of  each  SlaM,  and  jmtioe*  of  the  peace,  having 
criminal  jurisdictiona  and  authority  tor  the  aecnr- 
ing  of  ofienders,  and  all  maiBbala,  iherifls,  and  other 
officeia.  according  to  theii  powers  and  within  theii'  se- 
veral JDrisdiclions  and  pnicincts,  shall  be,  and  they  an 
hereby,  authorized  and  required  to  discharge,  enforce, 
and  execute  tbe  duties  and  anthorilies  which  shall  be 
incumbent  upon  them  reqiectivety,  by  virtue  of  the 
rules  and  directions  which,  in  any  proclamation  oi 
other  public  act,  ihe  President  of  th(  United  State* 
shaU  and  may  make  and  eetabliah  in  the  premises  as 
afi»esaid:  and  whereto  all  the  good  people  of  the  Uni- 
ted Statea  shall  be  obedient  and  assisting.  And  anj 
penrai  who  shall  wiHulty  hinder,  obatruct,  or  oppose 
any  judicial  or  other  officer  in  the  eiemse  aad  £■- 
charge  of  the  anthoritiei  and  duties  which  are  or  shaH 
be  granted  or  eiymned  by  thi*  act,  or  purraant  thereto, 
or  who  ahall  harbor  or  conceal  any  alien  liable  as  an 
enemy,  knowing  him  to  ba  sucll,  after  proclamation  bj 
the  Preaident  of  the  United  State*  as  afbtonid.  •  •  •  ■ 


The 


o  first 


Mr.  Ltok  moved  to  strike  oQt  the  word  "  har- 
bor," in  the  third  seeiioo,  which  was  Degatived. 

Mr.  M&coN  thought  the' third  section  gave  the 
President  a  very  extraordinary  power ;  it  seemed 
that  his  proclamation,  in  all  eates,  was  to  be  con- 
sidered as  law.  He  wished  the  cnaiimaa  of  the 
committee,  who  reported  the  bill,  to  give  some 
information  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Sewall  said,  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina  seemed  to  suppose  ihal  this  was  a  gene* 
ral  power  placed  in  the  hands  of  tbe  President, 
whereas  his  power  U  confined  bv  the  first  seciioa 
of  the  bill.  This  power,  Mr.  8.  said,  must  b« 
placed  somewhere,  and  he  believed  it  could  not 
De  butler  pieced  than  in  the  President. 

Mr.  Ltom  saw  no  ground  for  the  first  section 
of  the  Mil,  except  it  was  lo  restrain  the  property 
of  alieos  to  make  satisraciian  for  the  injuries  done 
to  OUT  own  citizens;  nor  should  he  be  willing  tO' 
five  a  power  to  the  President  which  might  ena- 
ble him  to  distress  innocent  persons.  He  raored, 
therefore,  to  strike  out  the  words  "or  threatened," 
in  the  first  section,  as  he  considered  these  words 
too  vagne  io_auihorize  the  exercise  of  so  great  m 
power  as  was  here  given. 

Mr.  Macon  seconded  the  motion. 

The  questioD  was  put  and  negatived,  44  to  39-. 

Mr.  Harpbr  moved  to  strike  out  tne  words 
"  predatory  incur.iiOD,"  in  the  first  section.    The 

Sower,  he  said,  was  a  very  extensive  one,  and  he 
id  not  think  it  ouffhl  to  be  given  except  in  case 
of  serious  attack ;  But,  after  a  few  words  in  oppo- 
sition to  it  by  Mr.  SgwaLl,  and  in  favor  of  it  by 
Mr.  McDowell,  he  withdrew  his  motion,  alleging 
that  he  bad  not  rightly  understood  ibe  section. 
Mr.  Batard  said,  the  -last  section  of  this  bill 
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sootained  a.  priaciple  coDlrary  to  all  our  maxiaiE 
of  jurisprudence,  viz:  to  provide  puDishnient  for 
a  Clime  by  h  law  to  be  passed  aiier  Itie  fact  is 
oommitted.  Whether  the  crime  to  be  puoished 
is  to  amoUDt  to  t/eason,  misprisioo  of  ireasoa,  or 
be  onlv  h.  misdemeanor,  is  left  uncertain.  It  was 
hia  opinion  that  laws  could  not  be  too  definite ; 
but  it  would  be  impossible  in  this  case  for  the 
person  committed  to  know  what  crime  he  had 
committed,  or  to  what  puniabment  he  was  liable. 
In  Older  to  eet  rid  of  this  difficulty,  he  moved  to 
striite  out  all  the  words  af^er  the  word  "aroresaid," 
at  the  conclusion  of  the  last  section,  and  to  insert 
in  lieu  thereof  the  following  words,  viz:  ''ihal!  be 
guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  subject  to  a  Sne  oot 

exceeding dollars,  and  be  imprisoned  not 

exceedioi; months." 

Mr.  SewALL  acknowledged  there  was  a  good 
deal  of  unceitainEv  ia  that  part  of  the  bill  moved 
to  be  struck  out ;  but  ihe  select  committee  did  not 
see  any  way  of  remedying  the  e?il  without  mak- 
ing the  law  too  mild  m  its  operation.  In  some 
cases,  the  offence  would  amount  to  high  treasoo, 
the  punishment  for  which  is  death;  in  others,  to 
misprision  of  treason,  the  punisbment  for  which  is 
imprisonmeut  not  exceeding  seven  years,  and  a 
fine  not  exceeding  one  thousand  dollars..  As  the 
offence  might,  therefore,  sometimes  amount  to 
high  treason,  there  would  be  an  impropriety  in 
making  it  uniformly  a  misdemeanor. 

If  an  alien  should  have  resided  here  for  a  num- 
ber of  years,  and  he  should  (urn  out  to  have  been 
a  spy.  and  a  citizen  of  the  Uniied  Slates  should 
have  narbored  and  concealed  the  said  alien,  know- 


ing him  to  have  been  a  spy,  he  would  be  charge- 
atue  with  high  treason  for  aiding  and  abeiiiDg  the 
enemies  of  the  United  States  within  its  territory, 
or  at  least  a  misprision  of  treason. 

Bat  the  gentleman  from  Delaware  was  mistaken 
in  his  idea  that  it  was  intended  to  try  an  offender 
by  a  law  passed  after  the  offence  was  coramiiied. 
By  the  expression,  "as  by  law  is  or  shall  be  de- 
clared," was  only  meant  such  law  as  should  be 

seed  between  t' 

m  milting  any 

The  question  on  this  amendment  was  put  and 
carried,  4i  to  25.  • 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Batabd,  the  blank  fat  con- 
tainiQ([  the  amount  of  the  penally,  in  the  amend- 
ment just  carried,  was  filled  with  one  thousand 

The  committee  rose,  and  repotted  the  amend- 
ments; which  having  neen  aj^reed  to, 

Mr.  Dent  moved  to  strike  out  the  word 
"months."  in  Mr.  Bayard's  amendment,  in  ordi 

Mr.  N.-Smitb  hoped  this  amendment  would 
not  be  agreed  to.  He  believed  the  penalty  might, 
in  some  cases,  be  too  severe,  and  in  others  by  far 
too  mild.  Me  thought  the  bill  stood  well  as  it 
was.  He  did  not  think  there  was  any  uncertain- 
ty in  it  but  what  arose  from  the  different  sjiecies 
of  offence  which  were  comprised  within  this  pro- 
rision — for  a  person  under  it  might  be  guilty  of 
the  highest  crime,  oi  of  no  crime  at  all,  according 
10  tbe  ciicumsiaucet  of  the  case.    This  being  the 


mem  for  all  cases,  whether  highly  crimin 

ime  at  all,  cannot  be  proper. 

The  bill  as  it  stands,  without  the  amendment 
provides  that  offenders  shall  be  imprisoned  and 

Eunished  according  to  the  law  whicn  is  or  shall 
e  made,  (before  Che  offence  is  committed,)  and 
he  thought  this  was  the  proper  footing,  as  the 
punishment  would  then  be  apportioned  according 
to  the  offence. 

Mr.  Batabd  hoped  the  amendment  would  be 
agreed  to.  He  did  not  know  that  a  greater  mis- 
fortune could  happen  to  any  man  than  to  lire  in 

country  where  the  laws  are  so  indefinite  that  a 
person  cannot  aaceriain  when  he  commits  an  of- 
fence, or  what  is  the  penalty  of  an  offence  when 
it  is  committed.  Tne  gentlemen  from  Massa- 
chusetts and  Connecticut  tell  the  House  about  tbe 
aggravation  of  the  offence.  What  was  the  ag- 
gravation they  allude  to  they  have  not  stated,  and 
gentleman  could  form  an  opinion  upon  the 

ject.  The  fact  was  of  a  definite  nature,  and  a 
definite  punishment  ought  to  be  made  for  it. 
What  is  the  factl  It  u  the  harboring  and  con-  " 
cealing  of  an  alien  enemy  after  the  proclamation 
if  the  President.  Qeotlemen  say  this  offence  may 
.mount  to  treason,  misprision  of  treason,  or  other 
offence.  If  the  offence  could  amount  to  treason, 
he  owned  he  did  not  understand  the  bill,  because 
the  crime  of  treason  is  defined  by  tbe  Constitu- 
be  varied  by  any  law  of  Con- 
gress. If,  then,  the  fact  amount  to  treason,  it 
will  not  be  included  in  this  law.  If  gentlemtm 
wished  to  punish  persons  in  exact  conformity  to 
their  d^ee  of  offence,  they  ousht  to  prepare  a 
scale  of  offence  for  that  purpose.  Ifnol,  tbe  amend- 

ent  agreed  to  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  ought, 

,  his  opinion,  to  be  concurred  in. 

Mr.  Sewall  said,  this  bill  aimed  at  one  thing;, 
and  the  gentleman  from  Delaware  at  another. 
The  bill  haa  in  itself  a  definition  of  the  offence.  It 
has  declared  certain  circumstances  which  shall 
put  a  person  in  a  situation  in  which  he  shall  atir 
swer  for  his  conduct.  It  declares  that  a  person 
harboring  an  alien  enemy  shall  be  a  suspected  per- 
son ;  but  the  crime  and  punishment  must  be  ai- 
certained  by  other  laws ;  and  by  these  offenders 
are  to  be  punished  agreeably  to  their  offences, 
whether  they  be  great  or  small. 

Mr.  Gallatin  said,  if  he  understood  the  gen- 
tleman from  Marssacbusetts,  it  was  not  the  object 
of  this  bill  to  define  the  nature  of  the  offence  of 
which  a  person  should  be  guilty,  or  die  ponish- 
ment  for  it,  for  harboring  aud  concealing  an  ali» 
enemy,  but  only  that  certain  circumstances  should 
render  a  man  a  suspected  person.  This  to  him 
was  altogether  a  new  legislation. 

If  he  understood  ih%  bill  as  it  stood  rightly,  a 
isonedon 


alien  enemies;  yet  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts says  this  is  in  Itself  no  crime;  for,  if  h 
were  a  crime,  it  ought  to  be  punished  in  the  waf 
proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Delaware,  but  he 
slates  it  to  be  only  a  sufficient  ground  of  suspi- 
cion.   This,  Mr.  Ct.  said,  was  not  only  contrarf 
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to  erery  ptiociple  of  justice  and  reason,  but  lo  the 
■  provisions  of  theCouslitution.    The  Constitution 
^ays,  "  that  no  person  shall  be  deprived  of  life, 
f  limb,  or  properly,  without  due  process  by  law." 
But  here  certain  persons  may  be  deprived  of  their 
'liberty  without  any  process  of  law,  or  being  guilty 
.of  any  crime.    Yel  the  gentleman  from  M&s^a- 
chusetts  says,  that  this  bill  does  not  define  a  crime 
or  award  a  punishment.    But,  Mr.  G.  said,  this 
asseriiott  was  not  correct;  for  there  was  anew 
I    crime  instituted,  whicti  was  that  of  bein^  a  sus- 
I    peeled  person,  and  the  oVert  act  which  is  to  be 
[_  evidence  of  that  crime,  is  the  harboring  and  con- 
cealing of  an  alien  enemy,  and  the  pnoishmeut  is 
to  be  apprehension  and  imprison ment  until  it  shall 
be  found  what  law  the  prisoner  has  offended. 

Mr.  O.  said  he  was  ready  to  acknowledge  that 
where  ai  man  commits  an  offence,  he  ought  to 
be  punished ;  but  he  could  not  consent  to  punish 
any  mm  on  suspicion  merely.  He  therefore 
moved  to  recommit  the  hill.    He  did  this  because 


the  offences  lo  be  punished  should  be  defined ; 
for  it  was  remarkable  that  every  section  of  the 
hill  concluded  with  these  singular  words:  "sub- 
ject nevertheless  to  the  regulations  which  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  shall  thereafter 
agree  and  establish."  So  that  instead  of  deciding 
what  the  law  should  be,  it  ^ves  the  President  the 
power  of  saying  what  it  is ;  subject  to  the  after 
regulations  of  Congress.  He  wished  now  to  make 
the  law  to  declare  what  the  offence  should  be,  and 
what  the  punishment,  and  not  leave  it  to  the  Pre- 
sident to  make  what  r^ulations  he  shall  think 
proper.  If  not,  the  whole  of  the  bill  might  as 
well  be  ill  two  or  three  words,  viz :  "  The  Presi- 
dent of  (he  United  States  shall  have  the  power  to 
lemove.  restrict,  or  confine  alien  enemies  and  citi- 
zens wnom  he  may  consider  as  suspected  per- 
SODS."  When  Confress  attempted  to  legislkle, 
they  ought  not  to  do  it  in  this  way.  When  the 
letoluiion  was  ^reed  to  authorizing  (his  bill  to  be 
reported,  he  expected  the  committee  would  have 
defined  the  nature  of  offences  and  their  punish- 
tnents,  and  not  renoried  the  bill  in  the  vague  way 
in  which  it  Is  beiore  the  House,  especially  as  this 
■ppettr*  not  to  be  meant  for  a  temporat; ,  but  a 
permacent  law. 

If  gentlemen  examined  the  third  section  of  the 
bill,  it  will  be  found  that  all  Judges,  Justices,  Mai- 
shais,  Sherifls,  and  other  officers,  and  all  the  good 
peopleof  the  United  States,  are  bound  to  do,  what? 
Not  to  execute  any  law ;  but  to  carry  into  effect 
any  proclamation,  or  other  public  act  of  the  Pre- 
sident. So  that  instead  of  the  Judicial,  and  any 
other  officers  of  the  United  States,  and  the  people 
■t  large,  being  obedient  to  the  laws,  they  are  to  be 
obedient  to  the  will  of  the  President. 

The  last  clause  of  the  bill,  which  does  not  re- 
late to  alieos,  but  to  otir  own  citizens,  is  very  ob- 
jectionable. It  is  in  the  shape  of  a  penal  law, 
and  the  crime  it  defines  is  the  Harboring  and  coo- 
eealing  of  alien  enemies.  Now  it  is  said,  that  this 
crime  may  amount  to  hish  treason,  by  its  being 
construed  that  ao  offender  has  adhered  to  the  eoe- 


aiies  of  the  United  States,  knowing  them  to  be 

such,  or  it  may  be  no  offence  at  all.  But  the  pro- 
vision is  general ;  aud  a  man  guilty  of  no  offence 
is  liable  to  be  apprehended  and  imprisoned  equally 
with  the  highest  offender  under  this  law. 

Upon  the  whole,  it  was  evident,  Mr.  G.  said, 
that  this  bill  wants  detail,  as  what  is  left  general 
and  ambiguous,  ought  to  W  clearly  defined.  He 
hoped,  therefore,  theJ)ill  would  be  recommitted. 

Mr.  Sewali.  said,  thai  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania,  in  order  to  bring  forward  this  mo- 
tion, has  shut  his  eyes  to  the  intention  of  the  bill. 
He  says  it  is  a  bill  for  pumshing  crimes  which 

llTp  ftg^  ilRfi|iPri.  HP  npvprtnpw  Vhat  nffpii'  ene- 
'  miea  were  guilly  of  any  offence  merely  as  such. 
It  is  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  public  satety  in  cer- 
tain cases.  In  the  event  of  a  war  with  France, 
all  her  citizens  here  will  become  alien  enemies, 
but  neither  this  bill,  nor  common  sense,  would 
consider  them  as  oaendets.  They  may  be  of- 
fenders, but  not  because  they  are  alien  enemies, 
nevertheless  it  is  necessary  to  provide  for  the  pub- 
lic safety,  and  in  all  countries  there  is  a  power 
lodged  somewhere  for  taking  measures  of  this 
kind.  In  this  country,  this  power  is  not  lodged 
wholl);  in  the  Executive ;  it  is  in  CoiigreBs.  Per- 
haps, if  war  was  declared,  the  President  might 
then,  as  Comitiander-in-Chief,  exercise  a  military 
power  over  these  people ;  hut  it  would  be  best  to 
settle  these  regulations  by  civil  process.  They 
would  be  regulated  by  treaties  as  well  as  by  the 
laws  of  nations.  The  intention  of  this  bill  is  to 
give  the  President  the  power  of  judging  what  is 
proper  to  be  done,  and  to  limit  bis  authority  in  the 
way  proposed  by  this  bill.  In  many  cases,  it  would 
be  unnecessary  to  recaove  or  restrict  aliens  of  this 
description  ;  and  he  believed  it  would  be  impossi- 
ble for  CoDgtess  to  describe  the  cases  in  which 
aliens  or  citizens  ought  to  be  punished,  or  not ; 
but  the  President  would  be  able  lo  determine  this 
matter  bv  his  proclamation.  If,  however,  gentle- 
men could  point  out  any  way  in  which  the  neces- 
sary regulations  could  be  detailed,  he  should  have 
no  particular  objection  to  it.  though  he  thought 
the  Dili  stood  very  well  as  it  was. 

Mr.  OTia. — In  considering  this  subject,  theonly 
practicable  modes,  he  said,  which  present  them- 
selves are  three.  To  provide  for  the  removing  or 
otherwise  restricting  all  alien  enemies  -tyithout 
disiinclion,  or  to  specify  some  overt  acts  for  com- 
mitting of  which  they  shall  be  liable  to  be  re- 
moved or  restricted,  or  else  to  leave  the  power 
-with  the  President  to  lake  such  steps  respecting 
them  as  be  shall  think  proper  and  necessary  for 
the  public  safely. 

Mr.  O.  inquired  if  the  House  was  ready  to  do 
the  first?  He  (bought  not.  He  had  no  doubt 
there  mi^ht  be  French  ciiizens  resident  here  who 
were  entitled  to  protection,  who  meant  to  become 
good  subjects,  and  who  ought  not  to  be  exposed  to 
any  incoflvenieuce  or  penalty  whatever.  He  be- 
lieved very  few  gentlemen  are  of  opinion  that  it 
would  be  proper  to  treat  all  alien  enemies  in  the 
same  way.  The  operation  of  such  a  measure 
would  be  unjust.  Will  ^ntlemen  think  it  righ^ 
then,  to  dec^e  that  alien  enemies  shall  only  be 
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re  mo  Ted,  or  otherwise  restricted, 
BDme  overt  act  lo  be  apeciSed  in  the  act  1  Tbey 
mre  at  prese  a  triable,  with  all  other  {tersons,  to  be 
punished  for  crimes ;  so  ibat  a  regulaiion  with  this 
view  would  be  unnecessary.  But  there  may  be 
/cues  where  the  conduct  of  such  persoiks  beingez- 
I  tremely  suspicious,  they  ought  to  be  taken  into 
(custody,  though  no posiUiE  crime  coilld  be  jirored. 
Sappose  a  French  aimy  were  to  land  in  this  coun- 
try, some  of  these  persons  might  show  a  disposi- 
tion, which  wonld  warraat  their  imprisonment; 
and  jei  he  did  not  know  how  such  dispositions 
couid  be  defined  in  this  bill. 

Mr.  0.  believed,  therefore,  that  it  wonld  be  best , 
to  vest  a  discretionary  power  in  the  Executive  to' 
secure  and  take  care  that  these  men  should  do  n4 
injury.  And  this  could  not  be  looked  upon  as  a. 
dangerous  or  exoTbttant  power,  since  the  PresideniV  . 
woald  have  the  power,  the  moment  war  was  de- 
clared, to  apprehend  the  whole  of  these  people  as 
enemies,  anJmake  them  prisoners  of  war.  And 
in  case  of  a  predatory  incursion,  made  on  this  coun- 
try, there  might  be  as  much  reason  for  securiitg 
some  of  them  as  incase  of  actual  war  or  invasion. 
So  that  this  bill  ought  rather  to  be  considered  as 
an  amelioration  or  modification  of  those  powers 
which  the  President  already  possesses,  as  Com- 
mander-in-Chief, and  which  the  martial  law  would 
prove  more  rigorous  than  those  proposed  by  this 
new  regulation.  Unless  gentlemen  were  disposed, 
therefore,  to  suffer  those  men  to  go  at  large,  and  to 
carry  on  a  correspondence  with  their  countrymen 
and  our  enemy  ;  unless  they  wilt  consent  to  suffer 


iatroductioD  of  an  enemy  into  our  country,  may 
join  them  in  their  attack  upon  us,  and  in  their 

[ilunder  ofour  property,  nothing  short  of  the  bill 
ike  the  present  can  be  effectual. 
He  was  willine  to  say,  that  in  a  time  of  tran- 

Siitlity,  he  should  not  derire  to  put  a  power  like 
is  into  the  hands  of  the  Executive;  but,  in  a 
time  of  war,  the  citizens  qf  France  ought  to  be 
considered  and  treated  and  watched  in  a  very  dif- 
ferent manner  from  citizens  of  our  own  countrv. 

As  to  the  objection  made  by  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsyliania,  that  the  bill  provides  a  punishment 
for  suspected  persons,  and  that  the  word  suspected 
Was  indefinite,  Mr.  O.  asked  whether  men  are  not 
usually  arrested  on  suspicion  f  When  informa- 
tion is  lodged  against  a  man  for  committing  an 
offence,  he  IS  suspectedofbeinff  guilty,  and  impris- 
oned until  he  can  be  examined. 

Mr.  O.  believi  d,  that,  to  provide  for  this  deten- 
tion t>f  the  person,  was  all  Congress  could  now 
do.  If  the  bdl  was  recommitted, lie  did  not  think 
any  definite  ptoviMoo  could  be  made.  It  was  ne- 
cessary the  President  should 'hare  the  power  of 
'judging  in  this  case,  and  that  punishment  ought 
not  to  depend  upon  the  slow  operations  of  a  trial. 
Though  possessed  of  this  power,  the  President 
would  doubtless  suffer  all  such  persons  to  remain 
in  the  country  as  demeaned  themselves  peaceably ; 
but  when  they  discovered  a  contrary  spirit,  be 
would  treat  them  accordingly. 

Mr.  QALLaTtn  withdrew  nil  motion  for  com- 


mitting the  whole  bill,  and  moved  lo  commit  th« 
third  section  of  it.  His  arguments,  be  said,  went 
wholly  against  that ;  and  gentlemen,  in  reply  to 
him,  had  chosen  to  direct  their  observatioDS  to 
other  parts  of  the  bill.  As  he  did  not  wish  his  ob- 
ject to  be  misunderstood,  he  would  only  move  for 
a  recommitment  of  the  third  section  of  the  bill,  u 
his  objections  to  the  other  parts  of  it  were  imma- 
terial, when  compared  with  this. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  Oris,  Mr.  Uacok 
renewed  his  motion  fot  recommitttog  tb<  whole 
hU,  which  was  negatived— 37  to  36. 
'  Mr.  Qallatir  then  renewed  his  motion  fot 
recommitting  the  third  section,  which  was  negar 
tived  by  the  casting  vote  of  the  Speaker  there 
being  thirty-eight  votes  for  it,  and  thirty-eight 
-lies  against  il. 

Mr.  LiYOH  renewed  his  motion  to  strike  oat  the 
words  "or  threatened,"  in  the  first  section.  He 
thoughtthistoo  indefinite  an  expression  upon  wbioh 
lo  rest  to  important  a  power  as  was  given  to  the 
Preaident  by  this  bill.  Where  the  liberty  ud 
happiness  of  thousands  of  people  are  concerned, 
he  wished  they  might  depend  upon  something 
more  certain.  Oentbrniea  who  B4vocBte  this  bil^ 
he  said,  spoke  as  if  all  power  was  to  be  placed  in 
thePreaideDt,and  Congress  whenever  to  sit  again. 
He  wished  tliis  expression  to  be  stricken  out,  and 
if,  when  Congress  met  again,  they  found  thePrest- 
dent  had  not  power  enough,  tbey  might  give  him 
more.    He-called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  upon  hia 

The  question  for  lakine  the  yeas  and  nays  waa 
put,  but  less  than  one-fiftu  of  the  members  present 
rising  in  its  favor,  it  was  not  carried.  The  qne»> 
lion  was  then  put  on  the  motion,  and  it  was  nega- 
tived without  a  division. 

Mr.  Oallatih  supposed,  if  these  regulations 
were  esiabliihed,  it  would  be  proper  that  permits 
should  be  craDIed  to  such  aliens  as  the  President 
should  su£r  to  remain  in  the  United  States.  He 
was  not  immediately  prepared  to  introduce  a  pro- 
per amendment  for  that  purpose  ;  but  he  wouM 
more  to  add  a  few  words  in  that  part  of  the  bill 
where  it  is  proposed  to  punish  citizens  for  harbor- 
ing aliens,  to  try  the  question.  He  did  not  very 
well  understand  the  phrase,  ^  liable  as  an  enemy," 
by  which  those  aliens  were  defined,  and  whom  it 
would  be  criminal  by  this  law  to  hubor;  but  he 
would  move  to  introduce  the  vrords,  "  who  shall 
not  have  obtained  permission,  under  the  authority 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  to  remain 
within  the  territory  of  the  United  Biatea."  He 
moved  this,  in  order  that  citizens  might  not  be 
entrapped  by  this  law,  but  that  they  should  know 
precisely  to  what  description  of  aliens  they  might 
give  a  nigfai'a  lodging,  without  being  liable  to  be 
arrested  as  suspected  persons. 

Mr.  BiTABn  did  not  think  this  amendment  n«- 
cessary,  as  a  citizen  must  harber  and  conceoJ  an 
alien  to  be  guilty  of  any  offence. 

And  the  question  was  pot  and  negatired— 38 
to  3a 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading  to-morrow. 
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WeoNEaDAT,  May  33. 

A  bill  was  received  from  the  Senate  far  the  more 

effectual  pioiectioa  gf  ihe  commerce  sod  coastE  of 

ibe  Uoited  Suies,  which  received  its  first  leadinf. 

ALIEN  ENEMIES. 

T^e  bill  TespeettDg  alien  enemies  was  read  the 
third  lime,  wheD 

Mr.  R.  WiLLiAue  moved  a  recommitment  of  the 
bill.  Me  said  his  objections  did  Dot  lie  so  much 
against  the  provisions  respecting  aliens,  as  to  the 
power  proposed  to  be  given  to  the  President  of 
issuing  proclamations,  which  are  to  be  bindiog  on 
the  Ju^es  Bad  other  officers  with  respect  W  our 
own  citizens.  He  would  wish  to  designate  every 
offence,  and  its  adequate  punishment,  as  far  as  it 
could  be  done.  la  order  to  effect  this,  tie  made  his 
motion. 

Mr.  Sewall  said,  so  much  discussion  took  place 
OD  this  subject  yesterday,  that  he  did  not  expect 
any  more  to-day.  The  ^ntlemaa  from  North 
Carolina  seemed  not  to  object  to  the  powers  given 
to  the  President  by  the  first  and  second  sections 
of  the  bill,  but  he  did  nol  wish  him  to  hare  any 
officers  to  execute  bis  powers.  If  the  President 
could  carry  the  law  into  effect  with  his  own  hand, 
he  might  do  so,  but  he  objected  to  his  having  any 
aid  from  his  officers  or  the  people  at  large.  He 
did  nol  believe  this  kind  of  reasuniog  could  have 
any  effect  in  this  House.  If  tne  President  is  au- 
thorized to  issue  orders,  he  must  be  authorized  to 
require  the  aid  of  proper  persons  to  execute  them. 

Mr.  Gallatin  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  upon 
riiis  question,  which,  being  agreed  to,  he  hoped 
this  bill  would  be  recommitted.  He  bad  no  doubt 
ttiai  the  committee,  by  paying  due  attention  to  the 
•abject,  instead  of  this  general  and  vague  bill, 
niight  report  snch  rules  and  reculalioas  as  would 
be  proper  to  be  adopted  on  tnis  occasion.  He 
recollected  seeing  a  bill  fiom  the  Senate  on  this 
■ubjecl,  in  which  sooMthing  of  this  kind  was  done; 
auo  though  he  did  by  no  means  tqipTOre  of  that 
bill,  yet  it  showed  that  the  tbiiig  was  not  impos- 
aible.  The  objection  made  against  a  recommittal 
of  this  bill,  was,  that  it  was  neoessary  lo  do  some- 
thing to  provide  means  for  securing  and  Rmoving 
alien  enemies,  which  did  not  apply  as  an  argu- 
neat  against  the  recommitment  of  the  bill.  It 
WRB  a  good  reason  why  a  bill  should  be  passed,  bat 
no  reason  why  it  should  pass  in  its  present  form. 
'  The  present  bill,  Mr.  G.  said,  was  grounded  upon 
.  the  principle  that  the  President  of  the  United 
\  States  shall  have  the  power  to  do  by  proclama- 
',  tion  what  ought  only  to  be  done  by  law. 

In  the  first  place,  the  Fioclamation  of  the  Pre- 
sident is  to  determine  the  period  when  foreigners 
not  naturalized  shall  be  liable  to  be  apprehended, 
restrained,  secured,  and  removed  as  alien  enemies. 
Mr.  G.  understood  what  was  meant  by  apprehend- 
iog  alien  enemies,  and  leuuriog  iheto,  but  he  did 
not  understand  the  ward  "restraining;"  it  was 
Tague,  he  said,  in  its  nature,  and  he  did  not  know 
that  it  was  a  lesal  phrase.  The  committee  could 
themselves  expbin  it.  By  the  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate, it  was  intended  to  conKoe  them  within  the 
plue  where  they  reaide ;  perhap*  this  was  tbeit 
5th  Cow.— 67 


idea.  The  bill  goes  further :  they  are  not  only 
liable  to  be  apprehended,  restrained,  secured,  and 
removed,  but  ''  to  be  subject,  with  their  goods  and 
effects,  to  a  just  retaliation  of  any  unusual  sera- 
lilies,  restraints,  and  confiscations,  which  shall  be 
suffered  by  the  citizens  of  the  United  Stales  resi- 
dent within  the  territory  of  the  hostile  nation  or 
Qovernment,  and  tnfiictcd  by  their  authority." 

Mr.  G.  wished  to  have  explained  what  was 
meant  by  "  unusual  severities."  They  must  mettB 
something  more  than  confiscatious — than  appre- 
hending, restraining,  or  removioa — because  they 
are  specifically  provided  for.  He  wished,  (her»- 
tore,  to  know  what  these  unusual  severities  were, 
which,  upon  our  own  ideas  of  Qavemment.we 
could  retaliate?  If  any  other  severities  besides 
those  which  are  here  enumerated  were  to  be  in- 
flicted upon  our  citizens  in  France,  he  thought  it 
would  be  disgraceful  to  that  counlryj  and  he  could 
not  believe  taat  either  propriety  or  justice  would 
warrant  us  committing  a  disgraceful  act  against 
the  citizens  of  another  nation,  because  that  nation 
had  commitW  a  disgraceful  act  uptm  oiu  citizena 
in  their  country. 

[Mr.  Sewall  rose  to  explain,  bat  the  SpiAKaa 
said,  the  rule  which  declares  uo  member  shall 
speak  more  than  once  to  a  question  would  not 
permit  him.1 

Mr.  G.  did  not  know  whether  these  words  "  no* 
usual  severities"  were  not  intended  to  be  held  «M 
terrorem  over  the  conduct  of  France.  If  so,  he 
did  not  think  it  avery  creditableproeeeding.  But  . 
he  believed  that  part  of  the  bill  perfectly  uselesL 
for  two  reasons :  First,  it  is  extremely  doubtful 
whether  the  President  of  the  United  Slates  could 
Constitutionally  exercise  those  "  unusual  severi- 
ties." which  this  bill  says  he  may  exercise ;  and 
with  respect  to  confiscation,  it  was  explained  by 
a  subsequent  part  of  the  bill  to  be  only  a  seques- 
tration till  the  next  meeting  of  Congress,  and  he 
therefore  conceived  this  part  of  the  bill  lobe  of  no 
use,  except  to  train  our  code  of  law  in  a  manner 
expressly  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  our  Constitu- 
tion, which  expressly  declares  no  "cruel  or  un«- 
buhI  punishments"  shall  be  inflicted. 

But,  supposing  the  words  only  held  out  in  ter- 
rorem, he  wished  to  know  how  they  would  applf 
whether  it  was  lo  make  a  part  of  our  permanent 
law,  whether  it  is  suited  for  the  present  lime  only. 
If  it  were  not  to  make  a  part  of  our  permaaest 
system — and  he  thought  no  genlleman  would  say 
it  ought — then  it  must  be  on  account  of  oor  pre- 
sent situation.  As  to  (Hir  present  situation,  in  re- 
lation to  anything  which  may  befall  our  citizens 
in  France,  he  would  say  the  words  are  useless, 
and  this  for  s  plain  reason ;  for,  out  uf  the  natives 
of  France  in  tbis  conntry,  ninety-nine  out  of  an 
hundred  are  of  that  description  of  persoiu  whom 
the  French  call  emigrants,  and  it  is  therefore  per- 
fectly immaterial  to  the  French  nation  how  they 
are  treated  ;  so  that  the  bill  could  operate  only  on 
a  dozen  or  two  of  persons  of  a  different  descrip- 
tion who  may  he  in  this  country. 

Id  the  next  place,  with  respect  to  confiseatioa, 
which  by  the  next  clause  are  so  limited  as  to  be- 
come sequestrations,  it  would  be  wrong  logiTe 
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this  power  to  the  Fresideoi.  An  article  is  insert- 
ed in  the  BritiKb  Treily  espresslv  to  declare  ihnt 
•equeatrations  are  impolitic  aod  uojusi  id  every 
case,  and  providing  against  them.  He  admitted 
that  it  might  be  necessarv  lo  resort  to  them  on 
(ome  occasions,  because  ne  believed  there  migtil 
be  cases  where  sequestration  would  be  necessary, 
by  way  of  indemnification  ;  but  what  be  insisted 
on  was,  that  it  ougbt  to  be  done  by  law,  and  not 
'  by  the  President.  On  a  fonner  occaKion,  when 
the  question  of  sequestration  was  before  CoDgres.i, 
Ibe  power  was  not  proposed  lo  be  leftatlarge 
with  ibeFTesideDt,butwasloberegulBledbyiaw. 
There  was  another  circumstance  which  show- 
ed how  easy  a  thing  it  would  be  to  pass  a  law 
themwlves,  instead  of  leaving  every  regulation 
relative  to  this  subject  with  the  Presideni.  About 
ibe  middle  of  the  second  sectioD  it  is  said,  "  where 
no  treaty  exists,  a  reasonable  time  shall  be  allowed, 
which  shall  be  ascertained  and  declared  by  tbe 
President,  or  by  tbe  Congress  of  tbe  United 
Stales."  This  was  a  kind  of  doubje  legislation 
which  was  new  to  him.  He  wished  to  know 
what  difficulty  there  would  have  been  in  defining 
the  time  here  referred  to  in  this  bill?  It  appeared 
lo  him  the  right  and  proper  time  to  do  it.  From 
the  moment  that  the  resolution  came  before  the 
House,  he  was  readv  to  acknowledge  that  the 
power  of  r^ulating  inis  businesn  was  in  Che  power 
of  Government,  as  it  was  a  power  possessed  by 
every  nation,  wDich  it  had  a  right  to  exercise  foi 
its  own  security  ;  but  it  ought  lo  be  exercised  ac' 
cording  to  law.  In  some  countrien.  indeed,  thii 
power  IS  vested  in  the  Executive.  In  France.  h< 
believed,  it  was  wholly  so,  and  in  England  in  t 
great  degree;  but  in  this  country  he  trusted  that 
this  Hottse  would  be  of  opinion  that  Congress 
Hihe  proper  body  to  regulate  so  important  a  mea- 

But  tbe  evil,  Mr.  Q.  said,  did  not  stop  here,  it 
extended  lo  all  the  citizens  of  the  United  States. 
The  object  of  the  last  section  provides  that  jus- 
tices, judges,  marshals,  sheriffs,  and  the  people  at 
large  shul  perform  a  duty  which  is  undefined. 


had  anytbine  to  do  with  it.  Congress  ought 
.y  what.     They  might  say  what  should  be  i 


the 


But  the  sentleman  from  Massachusetts  Bays  this 
is  right,  because  the  power  given  to  the  Execu- 
tive by  this  bill  is  also  undefined. 


foundation  of  ail  the  obieclion  made  to  this  bill , 
it  is  to  the  want  of  legislation  in  it,  which  leaves 
Dot  only  alien  enemies,  but  citizens  of  the  United 
Bcates,  to  the  will  of  the  President. 

But  he  would  go  farther,  and  say  it  is  possible 
to  define  the  duties  of  our  own  citizens,  though 
the  two  Brut  sections  of  the  bill  should  be  left  at 
large  ai  tbey  are.  By  the  present  bill,  the  duties 
of  justices,  dtc,  are  to  be  rcKolated  by  the  Procla- 
mation of  the  President.  He  could  conceive  that 
the  House  might  take  into  consideration  the  na- 
ture of  the  powers  vested  in  the  President,  and 
inquire  what  will  be  the  duties  required  to  be  per- 
formed by  the  several  officers  of  the  Government 
to  carry  into  effect  those  powers.  Those  powers 
are  to  apprehend,  reitram,  secure,  and  remove 
alien  enemies,  and  to  sequester  their  property.  As 
to  the  removal  of  aliens,  he  could  not  see  what 
justices  and  judges  had  to  do  with  it ;  but  if  they 


duties  of  judges  or  justices,  or  of  Executive  o 

cers  in  the  several  eases  wnich  jnay  be  likely  to 

occur,  instead  of  leaving  the  thing  wholly  at  large. 

The  last  part  of  the  3d  section,  he  said,  was  as 
objectionable  as  any  other.  It  defines  the  crime 
in  two  words,  "  harnoriug  and  concealing,"  and 
the  penalty,  if  found  guilty  of  this  vague  and  uo- 
-"-•-,in  charge,  is  imprisonment  not  exceeding 
D  years,  and  a  fine  not  exceedins  one  thou- 
sand dollars.  So  that  if  a  person  be  found  guilty 
of  harboring  and  concealing  an  alien  enemy,  how- 
~er  trifling  the  expense  may  be.  his  punishment 

II  be  left  wholly  lo  the  discretion  of  the  court. 
The  only  power  of  the  jury  will  be  to  decide  on 
the  fact ;  and  if  a  citizen  bas  harbored  for  one 
night,  however  undesignedly,  an  alien  enemy,  be 
must  be  found  guilty,  leaving  it  altogether  to  the 
court  to  judge  of  the  criminality  of  the  act,  and 
to  affix  (he  degree  of  punishment.  He  thought 
this  part  of  the  law  ouKht  to  be  better  defined.  It 
ought  to  dislinguisb  between  cases  of  misde* 
meanor  and  those  which  might  arise  from  igno- 
rance, and  in  which  no  offence  ac  all  might  ex- 
ist. He  hoped,  therefore,  the  bill  would  be  recom- 

The  question  on  recommitting  the  bill  was  pot 
and  carried — 46  to  44.    The  yeas  and  nays  were 

as  follow: 


Thomu  T.  Daiis,  John  Danson,  George  Dent,  Luca 
Blmendorph,  John  Fowler,  Albert  Gallstui,  Jsmei  Gil- 
lespie,  Andrew  Gregg,  Wiiliam  Bany  Grove,  John  A. 
Huina,  Carter  B.  Harrtun,  Jonathan  N.  Havens,  Jo- 
seph HeiMer,  David  Holmes,  Walter  Jones,  Matthew 
Locke,  MaHhaw  Lyon,  Junes  Machir,  Natbsnial  Ha- 
coD,  Blair  McClBaacliatl,  Jowph  McDowell,  John  Mil- 
ledge,  Anlbony  New,  JoMih  Paikci,  John  Reed.  Wit 
liwn  Smith,  RkImmI  Sprin,  jr.,  Richard  Stanford,  Tho- 
nus  Sumtax,  Abnm  Tngg,  John  Trigg,  Philip  Van 
Corttandt,  Joseph  B.  Vunom,  Abraham  VensMe,  and 
Robert  Williams. 

Nits— John  AUen,  Oaorge  Baer,  jr.,  Bailey  Bart- 
lett,  James  A.  Ba;ard,  David  Brooka,  Cbriitopher  G. 
Chsmplin,  John  Chapman,  Jud«  Cochran,  Joahoa 
Coit,  Willism  Ciaik,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Dennk, 
William  Ecimond,  Thomas  Evans,  Abiel  Foster,  DwigU 
Fostei,  Jonathan  Freeman,  Henry  Glen,  Cbauncey 
Goodrich,  Roger  Griswold,  Hobeit  Goodloe  Haiper, 
Thomas  Hartley,  William  Hindman,  Heiekiah  L.  Hi» 
mer,  James  H.  Jmlay,  John  Wilkes  KilMra,  Samod 
Ljman,  William  Matthews,  Daniel  Morgan,  Lewis  H. 
Morris,  Harrison  G.  Otis,  James  Schnremsn,  Samnel 
Bewail,  William  Shcpard,  TliomasSinnickson,  Bamoel 
Bitgreavei,  Nathaniel  Smith,  George  Thatcher,  Rich- 
ard Thomas,  Mark  Thomaon,  Thomas  TilUngbsft, 
John  £.  Van  Alen,  Peleg  Wadsworth,  and  John  Wi- 

Mr.  Sbwall,  Mr.  Dana,  Mr.  Ihlav,  Mr.  8. 
Smith,  Mr.  Johiah  Parker,  Mr.  Bbookb,  and 
Mr.  RcTLEnoa,  compose  the  committee. 

Mr.  Otib  reported  two  bills,  one  for  the  relief)^ 
persons  imprisoned  for  debts  due  to  the  United 
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Slates;  the  other  8Q[^lementary  to  an  act  for  the 
lelief  of  persons  impnsoDed  for  debt,  which  were 
twice  read,  and  committed  for  Friday. 

INSTRUCTIONS  TO  ASHED  VESSELS. 

The  order  of  the  dav  was  calked  for  on  the  reao- 

laiioDi  of  yesterdaj'  Uid  upon  the  table  bjr  Mr. 

SlTORiATSa,  propoeing  to  instruct  the  commandets 

of  our  pubUe  and  prirate  armed  Teasels;  which, 


beuwri 


r.  SiTaRB^VBB  moved  should  be  committed 
to  the  committee  appoiaied  for  the  pruieclion  of 
commerce  and  the  defeoce  of  the  country,  and 
that  they  be  inatroeted  to  report  by  bill  or  other- 
Mr.  Macon  hoped  they  would  not  be  referred  to 
that  committee ;  but,  as  the  subject  was  very  im- 

Srtant,  ihey  first  go  to  a  Commiilee  of  the  whole 
>use  on  the  state  of  the  Uoion,  id  order  to  be 
discussed,  before  they  were  referred  to  a  idecl 
commitiee  lo  report  by  bill. 

Mr.  SiTOREAVEa  believed  the  coutse  which  he 

Eropoaed  was  conformaUe  to  the  practice  on  simi- 
ir  occaaioDs.  He  agreed  that  the  subject  was  im- 
portant, and  thai  it  required  deliberate  considera' 
tioD,  and  full  discussion ;  but  in  the  meantime  he 
wished  them  to  be  referred  in  (he  way  he  had  men- 
uooed. 

Mr.  McDowell  was  in  faror  of  a  reference  lo 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole.  No  subject  ever  came 
befoie  this  Congress,  or  any  former  one,  of  sO 
alarming  a  ikature  as  this.  He  wished,  therefore, 
before  these  resolutions  were  sanctioned  by  a  refer- 
ence to  a  select  committee  to  report  by  bill,  that 
they  should  undergo  a  diacussioa.  He  thought  a 
contrary  course  would  create  ao  alarm  which  he 
conceired  to  be  unnecessary;  forhedidnolbetiere 
the  situation  of  this  couniry  authorized  the  taking 
ap  or  passing  of  these  resolutions.  The  President, 
he  said,  bad  the  power  to  give  such  directions  to 
the  commanders  of  our  vessels  as  our  situation 
makes  proper,  and  he  was  not,  at  present,  in  favor 
of  cfaangiDg  that  situation.  He  hoped,  therefore, 
the  lesolutions  would  be  referred  lo  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Hr.  Da  via  inquired  whether  it  would  not  be  in 
order  to  postpone  the  consideration  of  these  resolu- 
tions to  adaycertaiul  On  being  answered  bythe 
Speaker  in  the  affirmative,  Mr.  D.  moved  that  the 
further  consideration  of  this  question  be  postponed 
till  the  2d  Tuesday  in  June.  He  said  be  did  not 
think  this  a  proper  lime  to  take  up  this  subject. 
If  he  was  called  upon  to  vote  on  these  resolutions 
now,  he  should  be  obliged  to  vote  against  them.  He 
knewooly  of  two  things  which  could  wuraat  such 
a  step  being  taken,  riz:  a  declaration  of  war,  or  the 
reinm  of  our  Commissioners,  and  their  averring 
peace  could  not  be  preserved  with  ibe  French  Re- 
public. Until  one  of  those  events  took  place,  it 
would  be  with  reluctance  that  he  should  vote  for  a 
mensare  like  the  presenL  Some  gentle  men,  indeed, 
declarewe  are  now  at  war  with  Prance;  if  they 
are  seriuns  in  such  a  declaration,  why  do  they  not 
Imngfoward  a  proposition  to  that  effect?  If  there 
be  a  majority  in  the  House  ready  to  declare  war, 
«nd  will  do  it,  then  he  should  no  longer  be  at  a  loss 


how  to  act.  He  could  then  no  longer  cherish  a 
hope  of  preserviog  peace,  which,  however  feeble 
it  might  DOW  be,  be  was  unwilling  to  part  with  en- 
tirely. When  once  our  state  was  expressly  de- 
clared to  be  a  state  of  war,  he  should  be  ready  to 
go  into  any  measure  of  defence  or  o5t.'nce,  which 
the  ingenuity  of  gentlemen  could  devise ;  but, 
whilst  the  state  of  out  negotiation  is  unknown, 
whilst  our  Commissioners  yet  remain  at  Paris, 
(and  if  not  proceeding  wiin  their  negotiation,  their 
stay  there  is  nuaccounlablej  he  was  unwilling  to 
do  anylhiog  which  should  either  frustrate  any 
treaty  which  may  be  in  train,  or  hazard  the  safety 
of  the  peiaoDs  of  our  Com  mission  ers. 

Mr.  D.  said  be  would  not  have  made  this  mo- 
tion if  he  had  thought  it  would  have  delayed  the 
preparing  of  the  vessels  for  sea.  He  believed  not 
more  than  three  of  the  vessels  would  be  ready  be- 
fore that  time;  and  if  the  diieciions  to  be  given 
to  the  commanders  are  ready  as  soon  as  the  ves- 
sels are  prepared  to  sail,  they  will  be  soon  enough. 
He  hoped  the  motion  would,  therefore,  be  agreed 
to.  In  the  meantime  probably  some  information 
might  be  received,  which  would  enable  gentle- 
men to  determine  upon  the  question  with  more 
propriety  than  at  present. 

Mr.  Harfgr  tlid  not  agree  in  either  of  the 
reasons  given  by  the  genilemaB  from  Kentucky 
in  favor  of  his  motion.  He  did  no^believe  the 
state  of  aSairs  between  this  countr^and  Prance 
was  oncertaia;  and  if  it  were,  he  did  not  think  it 
would  be  any  reasonable  ground  for  acting  as  he 
proposes. 

With  respect  to  the  situation  of  our  afiairs  with 
Fiance  being  uncertain,  he  believed  nothing  more 
was  necessary  to  coovince  gentlemen  to  the  con- 
trary, than  that  they  shoulocaat  their  eyes  upon 
what  is  now  taking  place  every  day.  It  will  be 
seen  that  the  depredations  committed  upon  our 
commerce  become  daily  more  enormous.  We 
know  that  our  Commissioners  hare  do  hope  of 
accommodation  with  France;  weknow  they  nave 
passsed  a  decree  by  which  nine-tenths  of  out 
commerce  is  proscribed.  It  bad  frequently  been 
said  that  that  decree  would  only  affect  onr  trade 
with  Great  Britain;  but  if  the  decree  be  exam- 
ined it  will  be  found  to  affect  almost  every  cargo 
with  which  our  vessels  are  laden;  besides,  i£e 
smallest  article  of  dress  of  the  captain,  or  any  eS 
the  crew,  being  British,  would  be  sufficient  for  a 
condemnation  of  the  vessel  and  cargo.  There 
were  also  a  number  of  articles  which,  tliaugh  they 
might  not  come  from  British  possessions,  being 
no  way  different  from  such  as  do  come  from 
thence,  would  form  a  sufficient  ground  of  cap- 
ture; such  were  cotton,  coffee,  sn^r.  and  rum. 
Indeed,  the  French  seem  determineil  to  make 
prize  of  every  vessel  the^  meet  with ;  for  if  a  role 
^equipage  be  the  criterion  which  they  choose  to 
adopt  to  deiermiae,  they  will  ask  for  it,  and  de> 
Btroy  it,  and  then  take  the  vessel  for  not  having 
one;  and  when  they  find  no  othercause  for  seizure 
tbey  forge  false  ship-papers  to  make  the  vessel 
and  cargo  liable  to  confiscation.  And  when  we 
see  all  our  vessels,  whether  from  the  East  and 
West  Indies,  or  from  Europe,  taken  and  canied 
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ioto  French  ports,  shall  we  still  { 

Btale  of  pence,  or  thit  our  siluatio  _ . 

This  decree  was  pa«»ed  od  the  10th  of  January, 
and  though  our  accounts  IVoin  Bordeaux  uk  up 
to  the  25[h  of  Marcb,  we  kuow  that  it  is  yet  in 
exisieace;  and  though  the  report  of  ourCommis- 
tioaen  haviiijjbeeD  received,  maybe  true, (though 
he  did  not  beliere  it,)  yet,  whilst  that  decr^  is  m 
eiistecce,  he  could  doe  sky  our  situBlJoa  is  proble- 
matical. With  a  natioa  which  takes  all  our  tm- 
kIs,  without  disc  rim  inatiott,  we  cannot  be  said  to 
be  at  peace. 
But  what  ii  our  stale  with  respect  to  France? 


but  subsequent  bccoudis  tell  us  that  this  is  not 
trae,  that  they  have  do  praspeci  of  settlior  our 
disputes,  and  that  the  dcDtaad  of  a  loan  of  deven 
millions  ia  now  grown  into  one  of  tweuty-fiTe 
millions.  Yet  eenilemeu  ihiok  the  lituation  of 
this  country  problematical.  Why  oar  Coinmii- 
aioners  reioain  in  France,  was,  indeed,  to  him 
ptoblematieal,  and  he  could  only  account  for  it  by 
■opposiDK  they  are  kept  there  contrary  to  their 
villi  fori  >o  'otig  ago  as  the  first  of  January,  they 
say  they  have  no  hope  of  accommodating  our  dil- 
ferencesjBQd  if  they  did  not,  in  a  few  days,  receive 
&n  answer  to  their  memorial,  they  sttould  apply 
for  passpori^and  come  home.  The  French  Gov- 
ernment ha^  however,  only  to  delay  giving  them 
passporti,  and  ihev  would  be  obliged  to  remain; 
and  he  thoui;ht  it  highly  probable  that  they  would 
detain  our  Commissioners  as  hoaiag^es,  in  order  to 
extort  money  from  as.  This,  he  owned,  was 
mere  conjecture,  but  he  thought  it  very  rational 
ooDJecture.  Still  we  My  our  situation  is  proble- 
Batieal;  still  we  say  we  will  reniHin  defenceless, 
we  will  suffer  French  privateers  lo  cut  up  our 
tnde,  and,  within  fifty  miles  of  Charleston,  land 
OB  our  coast,  and  carry  ofi*  our  properly.  This, 
be  confessed,  was  very  unaccountable  conduct; 
sad  he  believed  France  would  accomplish  her 
object,  If  we  remained  inactive,  catching  at  every 
idle  rumor  which  conveys  any  hope  of  iccommo- 
dation.  She  will  cominue  to  destroy  our  trade 
and  ravage  otir  coasts,  except  some  measure  of 
Ihit  kind  is  gone  into,  which  shall  enable  tis  to 
drive  icota  our  ihores  all  the  picaroons  and  armed 
vessels  which  infest  it.  This  could  not  be  done, 
without  instructions  like  the  present  were  given 
10  our  vessels;  for,  if  the  President  were  to  send 
out  BTmed  vessels  out  with  such  instructions  only 
aahe  has  now  the  power  to  give,  vessels  might 
Ub  without  our  jurisdiction  (beyond  which  our 
Tessels  would  sot  have  a  right  lo  go)  and  take  our 
merchantmen  within  sight  of  our  armed  vessels. 
aad.they  would  not  have  it  in  their  power  to  ren- 
der thsm  any  assistance,  except  the  attack  were 
Bade  in  sight,  and  within  the  jurif^diction  of  the 
United  States.  In  our  present  situation,  Mr.  H. 
thought  we  ought  to  use  the  arms  we  have,  One 
of  our  armed  vessels,  he  said,  had  dropped  down 
the  Delaware;  and  he  was  certain  the  people  out 
of  doors,  whatever  might  be  the  opinion  of  gen- 
tUmen  on  that  floor,  were  desirous  we  should  drive 
«ff  ar  bring  in  the  ■warms  of  priviteera  and  pica- 


roons which  are  upon  our  coast;  those  privatecn 
and  picaroons  which,  not  content  with  capruring 
our  vessels,  do  not  scrujJe  to  fiie  upon  our  officers 
in  [he  execution  of  their  duly.  If  this  was  an 
equivocal  situation,  or  if  this  was  equivocal  con- 
duct in  France,  then  was  heat  a  loss  to  say  what, 
short  of  an  army  being  landed  in  the  country, 
would  induce  us  to  resist.  It  was  not  the  purf-ose 
of  France,  Mr.  H.  snpposed,  to  go  farther  than 
this;  whilst  she  can  keep  our  Cotnmissioneri  in 
Pari^  paralyze  our  efforts  at  home,  and  continue 
lo  rob  and  plunder  us.  she  will  be  satisfied,  and 
will  never  attempt  to  invade  our  territory.  She 
will  continue  to  take  our  vessels  wherever  she  can 
meet  with  them,  and  (according  to  Victor  Hugue^ 
definition)  let  none  pass  which  have  anything  on 
board  worth  taking.  And  we  still  say  our  tute 
is  problematical. 

Mr.  H.  said  he  could  not  help  deploritig  thia 
nnaccouniable  delusion  which  had  taken  posM*- 
sion  of  certain  gentlemen  in  that  House,  but  under 
which  he  could  not  believe  a  major ily  of  it  could 
be  drawn.  He  did  hope  that  all  remaining  donbia 
on  this  head  bad  been  done  away;  bot  he  perceived 
he  was  mistaken;  he  trusted  however,  tnat  thoae 
who  are  sensible  of  the  necessity  there  exists  for 
taking  active  measures  against  France  will  unite 
on  tbis  occasion,  and  that  the  number  who  shall 
be  of  a  contrary  opinion  will  be  small  indeed. 

Mr.  McDowell  observed,  that  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  bad  gone  into  a  lengthy  ar- 
gument on  the  question  for  postponement ;  but  he 
did  not  think  his  statements  were  correct.  He  dif- 
fered widely  from  him  in  his  opinion.  He  statea 
that  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  Prance  means  to 
be  at  war  with  this  country.  Mr,  McD.  asked 
wbat  information  we  hod  received  from  our  Com- 
missioners which  could  lead  lo  this  idea  aince  thn 
despatches  dated  the  19th  of  March?  He  knew  of 
nothing.  He  thought  everylbing  since  had  rather 
been  favorable  than  otherwise.  True  it  was.  Hi. 
McD.  said,  that  the  French  nation  has  injured  na 
extremely,  by  taking  our  vessels,  and  insulting  ooi 
rights.    But  the  question  i«,  wneiher  we  ought, 


Carolina  rays  that  our  vessels  are  seized  without 
disc  ri  mi  nation.  He  did  not  know  from  what 
source  he  got  his  information,  for,  however  fiagrant 
the  conduct  of  the  French  towards  us  may  be,  thia 

Mr.  McD.  said,  he  should  be  glad  to  know  when 
the  tfentleman  from  South  Carolina  got  hi*  infor- 
mation that  the  French  had  landed  on  the  Sontk- 
em  coast,  and  carried  off  some  property  from 
thence  I  If  that  were  true,  it  would  be  a  serious 
fact.  [Mr.  Harper  said  the  fact  was  in  all  th« 
papers.]  Mr.  McD.  said  he  ofWn  saw  things  in 
the  newspapers  lo  which  he  gave  but  little  credit, 
and  ibis  was  oue  of  those  things.  Ifcuch  an  event 
had  tnken  place^  he  was  confident  that  the  officera 
of  Ooveroroent  in  that  part  of  the  country  wouM 
before  nowhave  communicated  the  fact  to  Ourer*- 
ment.  Mr.  McD.  did  not  believe  the  exaggerated 
stalMnentof  the  gentleman  from  Sonth(^rolinn; 
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and,  whilst  he  had  a  hope  of  atoomnaodating  our 
differences  with  Prance,  he  should  wish  to  avoid 
a  declaration  or  war,  oi  aof  other  meaaureu  whose 
Undency  would  be  certain  war.  Oenilemen  lay 
m  bavs  nothing  lo  defend  our  coasts,  the  enemy 
may  come  and  ravage  ihem.  Some  time  ago  a 
Boniber  of  vesseLi  weie  aak^  for,  for  the  purpose 
of  pcoieciing  our  trade  on  the  coast.  It  was  ob- 
jacted  to  tbeir  being  us^d  as  convoys  on  the  high 
■ess,  lest  theyahedd  involve  as  in  war.  They 
vere,  bowereT,  gran  ted,  without  any  restriction  as 
to  their  use.  But  tbeee  do  not  gratify  gentlemen. 
They  now  call  upon  ihe  House  to  go  into  a  mea- 
mrewbiclimDstinevitahlyprodace  war,  and  which 
will  destroy  eteiy  remunmg  hope  of  accommo- 

Mr.  McD.  wished  to  call  to  the  view  of  the 
Hoose  the  state  of  things  which  they  are  about 
to  bring  about  in  this  country.  Let  gentlemen 
leflect  upon  the  prospaity  which  we  have  enjoyed 
for  miuty  years  back,  from  a  slate  of  peace  and 
tranquiliity.  But,  if  the  measures  mcceed  which 
aie  now  taking  to  induce  this  House  and  the 
people  of  the  Untied  States  to  go  to  war  with 
V'taoce,  this  country  must  again  become  a  scene 
of  blood  and  devasUtion;  numbera  of  our  valua- 
ble citizens  must  be  deprived  of  existence,  and 
numberless  widows  and  children  be  deprived  of 
their  husbands  and  fathers,  and  others  of  their 
beet  friends,  Such  a  state  of  things  may  arrive, 
aa  shall  make  it  necesary  to  meet  the  distress 
aod  horrors  of  war,  but  they  ought  not  lightly  to 
be  eneonntered.  Those  who  had  been  witness  to 
the  miseries  occasioned  by  oar  last  war,  could 
not  but  be  anxious  to  avoid  any  measures  which 
mnst  again  introduce  similar  scenes  of  miser-y  to 
onr  view.  Qentleraen  who  are  young  and  ambi- 
tioos,  push  on  their  achmacs  without  duly  calcU' 
laiiog  their  consequences.  Men  who  wish  at 
aay  rate  to  involve  this  country  in  war,  in  order 
to  assiiDilaie  our  Glovemmeni  to  that  of  Britain, 
irill  go  all  lengths  to  carry  ibeir  point.  He 
oonid  not  say  that  this  was  really  their  view,  in 
poshing  the  cottntry,  first  by  one  step  and  then 
another,  into  war;  but  he  wished  lo  avoid  uane- 
oessary  war.  And  nolhing  could  induce  him 
Bkore  to  oppose  a  war  with  France,  than  the 
■tiong  conviction  with  which  his  mind  was  im- 
pTeased  that  the  certain  consequence  will  be  an 
alliance  with  Qreat  Britain — a  QoTcrnment  which 
he  looked  upon  as  the  worst  upon  eatth. 

[The  Spbikbr  said,  no  observalious  relative  to 
aa  alliance  with  Oreat  Britain,  or  a  declaration  of 
war,  cooid  possibly  be  in  order  on  the  present 
questiuD.] 

Mr.  HcD.  said,  he  meant  to  show  the  propriety 
of  pottpooipg  the  consideration  of  the  resolutions 
btfore  the  House,  in  doing  which  he  found  it  ne- 
MMary  to  reply  to  Bome  remarks  which  hadfalten 
from  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina. 

Mr.  W.  C.  Claibobhe  believed  that  prudence, 
policy,  and  wisdom,  required  the  adoption  of  the 
present  motion.  The  question  which  the  discos- 
■ion  of  tbeaa  resolutions  will  introduce,  being  of 
^  very  first  importance,  ought  to  receive  due 
eoBBideiation.    It  is  do  leas  loan  whether,  under 
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existing  ci  ream  stances,  it  will  be  proper  to  art- 
thorize  offensive  measures  against  the  French 
Republic;  and  be  would  ask  gentlemen  whethet 
they  are  prepared  to  meet  this  question  ?  Whether 
they  are  prepared  lo  say,  we  will  throw  from  oor 
country  all  the  happiness  of  peace,  and  plunge  it 
inevitably  into  the  miseries  of  warl .  If  gentle- 
men were  prepared  to  give  the  affirmative  to  this 
question,  he  must  own  he  was  not.  He  felt  dis- 
posed to  pause  a  liitle  before  he  voted  for  intro- 
ducing so  important  a  change  in  the  afiairs  of  oor 
country,  as  the  decision  upon  these  resolutions 
must  iKceasarily  introduce. 

On  account  of  the  spoliations  committed  upon 
our  commerce  by  the  privateers  of  France,  he 
felt  all  the  resentment  which  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  could  possibly  feel,  but  he  should 
not  suffer  it  to  carry  him  so  far  as  that  of  hi* 
friend  from  South  Caroli:ia  carried  him.  That 
resentment  he  strove  yet  to  stifle,  and,  for  his 
country's  good,  he  could  wieh  to  stifle  it  until  all 
hopes  of  peace  are  destroyed.  The  gentleman 
from  Soutb  Carolina  says  all  hopes  ot  peace  are 
now  gone.  Did  he  (Mr.  C.)  think  so,  he  might 
agree  with  him  in  opinion  as  to  the  measures 
wbich  he  wishes  to  take ;  but  he  thought  differ- 
ently. That  gentleman  says  the  despatches  on 
the  table  support  his  opinion ;  I  (said  Mr.  C.)  can 
have  DO  other  resource  for  my  opinion.  What, 
Kaid  Mr.  C,  is  the  tenor  of  the  last  despatches 
from  oui  Commissioners?  Those  gentlemen  have 
slated  to  the  Directory,  in  a  very  able  and  primer 
manner,  a  memorial  containing  the  grounds  of 
dispute  between  this  country  and  France,  and 
were  waiting  an  answer,  which,  if  they  did  not 
receive  in  a  few  days,  they  meant  to  apply  for 
passports  to  come  away.  The  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  supposes,  because  our  Commis- 
sioners are  yet  in  Paris,  that  ihey  are  prevented 
by  the  Government  from  coming  away ;  he,  on 
the  contrary,  supposed  that  their  remaining  there 
was  a  favorable  circumstance,  and  showed  that 
they  had  some  hopes  of  yet  accomplishing  the  ob- 
ject of  their  mission. 

Mr.  C.  asked  what  possible  good  could  be  d^ 


rived  to  the  country  by  referring  these  remlutions 

: j,-._i_  a    Wonld  the  doing  of  it ' 

Commissioaers  ?    Or  would  it  pte- 
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odd  the  doing  of  this  give  pro- 
imissioners?  OrwouTd  it  pte- 
vessels  from  capture  1  It  could  have 
no  such  effect.  But  the  Hou»e  are  told  that  one 
of  our  ships  of  war  has  dropped  down  the  Dela- 
ware, and  that,  in  the  course'  of  a  few  weeks,  oth- 
ers will  be  ready.  Let  u»,  then,  said  Mr.  C,  wait 
those  few  weeks,  before  we  act  upon  these  reso- 
lutions, and  not  Kurry  on  to  a  situation  of  things 
which  will  require  forty  times  the  vessels  we  have 
got|  and  which  will  effectually  frustrate  any  treaty 
which  our  Commissioners  may  possibly  be  making 
with  the  French  Qovernraent.  We  must,  then, 
eipect  to  meet  aU  the  injuries  which  enraged 
France  can  commit  upon  us. 

Mr.  C.  trusted  gentlemen  would  reflect  a  little 
before  ibey  resolve  upon  the  present  measnre.  He 
hoped  the  motion  of  his  friend  from  EeDtnckr 
would  prevail,  and  if  the  infomatioii  which  shooJd 
next  be  received  from  our  Commisstoneta  shotid 
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besuchaslocast  all  hopes  of  peice from  ourview, 
there  would  then  be  unaiiiniity  in  ihal  House  for 
prosecucing  the  moM  spirited  measures  which 
could  be  proposed.  No  division  would  then  be 
teen.  Every  member  would  resolve  to  support 
the  dignity  of  the  couotry  ;  as  he  supposed  it  was 
tlte  iotenlioD  of  all  to  die  upon  (he  soil  on  which 
they  now  live;  and  that,  for  the  proleciion  of  that 
soil,  each,  he  hoped,  would  willingly  shed  all  the 
blood  which  encircles  his  heart. 

Mr.  SiTOBE&vEB  said,  if  he  understood  the  reason 
usigned  in  favor  of  this  motion,  (and  it  was  the 
only  reason  which  he  had  heard,)  it  was,  that  it 
would  be  improper  to  act  in  the  way  proposed, 
whilst  our  mission  in  France  shall  be  pending  anu 
undeterniined.  He  understood  genllemeu  to  in- 
Btnuate  a  belief  that,  whilst  this  mission  remained 
nndelennined,  it  would  be  an  outrage  on  the 
laws  and  ueagcs  of  nations  to  adopt  the  resolu- 
tions which  he  had  proposed  to  the  House. 

On  this  subject,  Mr.  S.  believed^  there  could  be 
no  Boct  of  question.  It  is  a  principle  as  well  set- 
tled as  any  in  the  law  of  nations,  that  when 'a  na- 
tion has  received  aggressions  from  another  na- 
tion, it  is  competent  for  the  tniured  couuiry  to 
pursue  its  remedy  by  reprisal  before  a  declaration 
of  war  takes  place,  and  these  reprisaU  shall  be 
perfectly  warrantable,  whilst  they  are  commen- 
surate with  the  injuries  received,  and  are  not,  un- 
der such  circumstances,  justifiable  cause  of  war. 
It  is  even  dear  that  these  reprisals  may  be  made 
during  the  pendency  of  a  negotiation,  and  cannot, 
according  to  the  law  of  nations,  be  a  justifiable 
ground  for  the  rupture  of  any  such  negotiation. 

He  believed,  therefore,  that  upon  uiis  subject, 
there  could  be  no  doubt  as  to  the  right  of  adopt- 
ing these  resolutions.  For,  let  it  be  remembered, 
they  are  not  calculated  lo  authorize  fen«ra^  let- 
ters of  marque  or  reprisal,  which  would  induce  in- 
discriminate attack  on  all  vessels  belonging  to  (he 
French  Republic,  wherever  found.  The  right  of 
capture  is  proposed  to  be  limited  lo  cruisers  of  the 
French  Republic,  who  may  be  foond  on  our  coast, 
or  in  cases  where  they  may  have  actually  attack- 
ed vcmels  of  the  United  Slates,  for  the  purpose  of 
tearch  or  seizure — measures  of  strict  defence 
which  are  essential  to  the  present  situation  of 
country,  and  by  no  means  of  an  offensive  natL.  _ , 
it  is  not  a  course  of  g-eneroi  reprisal,  but  of  t7K<^ 
reprisal,  authorized  by  the  law  of  nations,  wbich 
does  not  amount  to  a  cause  of  war,  nor  of  the 
tupiure  of  any  negotiation  now  pending.  He  lelt 
ooohdent,  therefore,  that,  on  the  ground  of  strict 
right,  no  objection  could  be  made  to  this  measure, 
and  he  did  not  expect  to  have  met  with  any  diffi- 
culties of  this  kind.  On  the  question  of  eipedi- 
«Qcy,  gentlemen  may  differ;  but  he  did  not  sus- 
I«ct  they  could  have  differed  on  the  question  of 
light.  As  lo  the  question  ofezpediency,  he  would 
ask  his  friend  from  Kentucky,  what  he  had  seen 
in  the  experience  of  the  past  or  present  situation 
of  this  country  and  France,  lo  induce  him  for  a 
moment  to  wish  a  postponement  of  the  question  1 
Is  there  anything  in  all  our  experience  wiih  the 
French  Republic,  since  the  commencement  of 
our  dispute,  wbich  can  lead  m  to  hope  that  we 


shall  gain  anything  by  forbearance,  by  sab- 
mission  and  acquiescence  in  all  the  injuries  we 
are  daily  receiving  from  herl  Certainly  not. 
Wehavebeenpractisiiigthissystem  of  forbearance 
from  the  earliest  period  of  her  aggressions  until 
the  present.  Nothing  else  has  been  heard,  and 
what  has  it  produced  hut  accumulated  injury^ 
Has  this  spirit  of  forbearance  done  any  good? 
Hasit]      ■       ■-■      -      ■  --■-    --  ■-  ■ -    - 

'ar  as  appearances  will  n»iauL  au  u^iuiuu,  wd 
lave  some  reason  to  believe  that  a  spirit  which 
thould  show  an  intention  lo  resist  repeated  insult 
lod  injury,  i*  the  only  kind  of  spirit  which  could 
produce  any  good  effect  in  France. 

He  would  not  express  an  opinion  on  the  au- 
thenticity of  the  late  accounts  from  Europe,  which 
represent  our  Envoys  to  have  been  received,  and 
to  have  had  several  conferences  on  the  subject  of 
tbeir  mission,  with  ihe  Minister  for  Foreicn  Af- 
tfairs ;  hut,  if  ther  are  entitled  to  any  belief,  ther 
prove,  demonstrably  to  his  mind^  that  the  Frencn 
nation  is  not  willing  (o  drive  this  country  to  ex- 
tremities, but  that  they  desire,  by  any  means,  to 
protract  our  present  stale  of  supenae,  and  lo  avert 
that  decision  which  roust  necewarily  result  from 
an  absolute  rupture  of  the  negotiation.  On  account 
of  the  spirit  of  forbearance  which  has  been  shown 
by  this  country,  the  French  have  been  encouraged 
to  make  the  most  unjust  and  extravagant  demanda 
of  our  Commissioners,  but  they  have  resisted  these 
demands  with  becoming  spirit.  They  have  said, 
if  these  demands  were  persisted  in,  they  would 
demand  passports  and  return  home.  What  haa 
been  the  consequence?  If  the  reports  now  in  cir- 
culation are  true^  they  prove  inat  the  French 
have  not  been  willing  lo  grant  them  passporta, 
but,  rather  than  drive  us  into  extremities,  to  relax 
from  their  demands,  and,  if  our  mission  exists  at 
all,  it  must  be  on  a  different  basis  from  that  on 
which  it  heretofore  rested.  It  will  be  proper, 
therefore,  lo  ^ve  up  that  spirit  of  forbearance 
which  has  hitherto  characterized  our  proceed' 
ings,  and  prosecute,  by  all  the  ways  peimiited  by 
the  taws  of  nations,  measures  of  defence  both  by 
sea  and  land. 

It  had  been  said,  that  the  proposed  delay  could 
do  no  injury.  He  believed  it  might ;  and  he  was 
sure  it  could  do  no  good.  The  delay  of  a  tew 
days  would  not  be  likely  to  produce  any  more  fa- 
vorable accounts  front  France,  nor  to  afford  evi- 
dence of  that  state  of  things  which  would  enable 
us  to  act  with  decision ;  such  as  a  deelaralion  of 
war,    or    the    departure    of  onr    Envoys    from 

It  was  said,  the  public  armed  force  would  not 
be  ready  lo  put  to  sea  before  the  time  to  which 
this  question  is  proposed  to  be  postponed ;  but 
these  resolutions  relate  to  private  armed  vessels 
as  well  as  public  vessels.  And  if  it  be  'ad- 
mitted that  the  public  armed  ships  may,  in 
(he  course  of  (wo  or  three  weeks,  be  equipped 
for  sea,  it  is  not  to  be  expected,  according  to 
the  usual  discussions  given  to  important  bills, 
that  if  the  resolutions  were  now  referred  ibe 
bill  would  be  passed  before  the  initruettons  mtm 
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WBDied  ;  and  if  the  question  should  be  postponed 
■s  proposed,  ihe  vessels  would  have  to  wail  fur 
instructions  two  or  three  weelis  after  they  are 
ready  to  sail.  One  of  these  vessels  is  indeed  now 
waiting  only  for  instructions.  And  he  asked  what 
in struc lions  could  the  President  give,  under  our 
present  circumstances,  until  further  auihoritv  was 
Tested  in  him  hy  Congress  T  If  he  employed 
them  as  couToys,  our  coast  would  be  [eft  unpro- 
tected. And  if  ibey  remained  on  the  coasts  what 
could  they  do  7  They  cannot  attack  a  French 
cruiser,  or  drive  a  picaroon  away.  They  could 
only  resist  attacks  made  on  the  vessels  of  the 
United  Slates.  A  French  cruiser  might  even 
n  company  with  our  armed  vessels,  and  if 


American  merchant  ship  should  heave  in  sitfht, 
might  seek  his  opportunity  to  capture  hex,  when 
beyond  the  immediate  protection  of  our  armed 
vessels,  and  they  could  not  have  the  power  to  re- 
take the  prize  thus  taken  almost  withm  their  view. 
They  cauld  afford  no  protection  to  any  vessel, 
except  she  was  attacked  in  their  presence.  But 
if  our  armed  vessels  received  the  instructions 
which  he  proposed  to  give  them,  the  FreDch  cruis- 
ers would  be  afraid  of  being  seen  by  them,  and 
two  or  three  ships,  like  the  Ganges,  would  scour 
the  coast  of  nine-tenths  of  the  privateers  which 
now  infest  it.  But  if  they  must  go  out  without 
these  instructions,  all  the  picaroons  and  cruisers 
would  have  to  do.  would  be  to  lake  care  not  to 
attack  any  vessel  in  their  view.  He  believed 
diis  was  oot  a  state  of  things  to  which  this 
country  ou^ht  to  submit,  or  to  which  she 
would  submit ;  for  whatever  may  be  the  reluct- 
ance shown  in  this  House  to  ^o  into  this  meas- 
ure, there  is  no  such  reluctance  in  the  great  mass 
of  the  American  people.  He  was  persuaded  they 
impatiently  expect  Government  to  defend  the 
honor  and  protect  the  property  of  the  country. 
Their  wishes  and  determinations  far  outstrip  all 
that  Congress  propose  to  do.  He  believed  that  a 
division,  such  as  is  in  this  House,  could  not  be 
ibund  in  any  part  of  the  Union.  He  did  not  be 
lieve  that  a  meeiinc  of  the  same  number  of  pei 
sons  could  be  called  together  id  auy  part  of  the 
United  Slates,  from  New  Hampshire  to  Georgia, 
where  such  a  division  as  is  found  in  this  House 
could  take  place.  He  believed  the  addressee 
which  had  been  received  from  all  parts  of  the 
Union  incontestably  prove  this  fact.  The  people 
are  tired  of  the  injuries  which  have  been  bea^ 
upon  us,  and  are  impatient  to  prevent  a  repetition 
or  them  ;  and,  so  far  as  it  can  be  done  consistently 
with  tbe  Uw  of  nations,  it  has  become  a  solemn 
duty  to  do  it. 

It  ought  to  be  the  pride  of  America,  that  shi 
has  conGoed  all  her  measures  of  defence  to  the 
established  rnles  of  the  law  of  nations,  and  he 
wished  to  continue  to  govern  our  conduct  by  the 
same  rule,  and  therefore  instead  of  making  a 
declaration  of  war,  about  which  gentlemen  make 
such  a  rout,  or  of  aathorizing  general  repri  ' 
•gainst  France,  which  would  have  been  0ii 
dent  whilst  our  Commissioners  are  in  Pans,  spe- 
cific reprisals  authorized  by  the  law  of  nations, 
are  only  proposed  to  be  putaued;  a  regulatio- 


believed  was  loudly  called  for  by  tbe 
situation  of  the  country,  but  which  was  very  dif- 
ferent from  general  reprisals,  or  a  declaration  of 
ir.    For  himself,  however,  lie  had  no  hesitation 
say,  that  he  regretted  that  there  were  any  cir- 
nistauces  in  our  situation  which   obli^d  us  to 
nfine  our  measures  to  the  specific  reprisals  pro- 
posed. If  it  were  known  either  thai  our  Envoya 
nad  left  tbe  territory  of  France^  or  were  retained 
in  that  country  against  their  will,  or  if  it  could  i& 
any  way  be  ascefiained   that   the  mission  was  at 
an  end,  he  Kave  it  as  his  opinion  that  the  honor, 
dignity,  and  interest  of  this  country,  require  that 
we  should  make  war  upon  the  Frencii  Republic, 
and  he  believed  it  would  be  the  duty  of  Congrew 
"  I  declare  it. 

Mr.  S.  concluded  by  observing  that  all  tbe  ob- 
,  ctions  wbich  had  been  made,  and  which  he  had 
encountered,  did  not  strictly  apply  to  tbe  que»- 
*'"n  before  the  House ;  which  was  on  the  refer- 
:e  of  these  resolutions  to  a  committee  Eind  not 
their  adoption.     As  he  had  moved  the  resolu- 
Qs  it  could  not  be  doubted  that  for  himself  ha 
was  ready  to  pass  upon  them  immediately.    But 
IS  he  did  not  desire  to  hasten  tbe  adoption  of  any 
mportant  measure,  without  proper  and  mature 
deliberation^   be  had  confined  himself  to  bring- 
ing tbe  subject  before  the  House,  and  to  moving 
that  the  resolutions  should  ffo  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Protection  of  Commerce  and  the  Defence  of 
the  Country,  to  be  reported  Upon  by  them,  by  bill, 
otherwise. 

Mr.  Veh&bl,b  observed,  that  it  was  a  little  ex- 
traordinary that  the  mover  of  these  resoluliona 
should  insist  upon  their  being  conformable  to  th* 
laws  of  nations,  and  that  he  should  at  the  same 
time  allow  that  the  President  of  tbe  United  Slatea 
cannot  give  these  instructions,  except  authorized 
by  law  to  do  so,  though  it  must  be  allowed  he  baa 
a  right  to  give  whatever  instructions  are  author- 
ized by  the  laws  of  nations.  Mr.  V.  recollected 
that  when  the  subject  of  providing  these  vessela 
was  under  debate,  it  was  objected  against  them, 
that  their  usefulness  would  be  very  limited,  ex- 
cept we  got  into  war;  but  that  gentleman  and 
others,  at  that  time,  said  they  could  do  many 
thiiu^  and  be  of  great  service,  though  be  now 
confesses  they  can  be  of  no  use,  without  the  in-' 
stTuctioDs  which  he  proposes  to  be  given  lo  ihem> 
But  tbe  same  law  whicb  would  authorize  these 
vessels  to  act  in  tbe  way  proposed,  would  involve 
the  country  in  war,  for  It  goes  to  authorize  our 
public  and  private  armed  vessels  to  attack  any 
armed  vessd  which  shall  attempt  to  search  any 
of  onr  merchant  vessels,  though  they  are  author- 
ized to  do  to  by  the  laws  of  nations,  so  that  such 
a  power  is  neiiher  more  nor  less  than  war.  And 
Mr.  v.  asked  if  the  power  proposed  to  be  given  to 
public  and  private  armed  vessels  to  retake  any  of 
our  vessels  which  have  been  captured,  be  con- 
formable to  the  laws  of  nations  7f  It  is  not,  but 
directly  contrary.  And  the  power  io  take  and  de- 
stroy all  armed  French  cruisers  which  may  be 
found  on  the  coasii  though  vessels  of  all  nations 
have  a  right  not  only  to  come  upon  our  coast,  biU 
intooutporlsandharbon,  is  certainly  an actof  wax. 
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QentlemeB  have  pretended,  from  lime  to  time, 
to  say,  they  were  not  ready  to  make  n^r,  but  the 
gentleman  last  up  declares  he  is  ready.  If  we  are 
to  haye  war,  he  wished  memhers  might  no  longer 
amase  themselves  wilh  the  hopes  of  peace.  He 
wished  the  people  of  the  United  States  to  be  uo- 
deceiTed  in  this  respect.  Every  step  which  had 
been  proposed  for  some  lime  past,  had  progressed 
towards  this  event  ;  and  this  measure  seems  to 
pat  it  out  of  all  doabt.  He  wished,  therefore,  it 
might  he  considered  as  a  war  measure. 

The  gentleman  last  up  had  spoken  very  decid- 
^ly  as  to  the  sentiments  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States.  He  might  have,  Mr.  V.  said,  bet- 
ter information  on  this  subject  than  he  had,  but 
he  believed  the  people  were  as  much  divided  as 
the  members  of  this  House,  on  the  subject  of 
irsr. 

If  jrentiemen  are  determined  to  go  to  war  at  all 
«rents,  he  wished  it  to  be  so  understood,  that  Con- 
gress might  ^0  into  measures  calculated  to  meet 
sacb  a  slate.  Because  we  have  a  single  ship 
ready  to  sail,  the  gentleman  seems  to  tliiokwe 
■re  ready  to  go  to  war.  As  if  a  vessel  or  two 
would  be  able  to  cover  our  whole  coast,  and  to 
<iat  up  all  the  armed  force  which  might  come 
tfgainst  us !  Ifevery  member  in  the  House  could 
be  got  to  vote  for  these  resolutions,  it  would,  in 
his  opinion,  be  very  Improper  to  pass  them  at 
present,  as  the  doing  so  would  lay  the  whole  of 
oor  commerce  prostrate.  Our  coasting  trade  is  as 
yet  untouched,  yet  gentlemen  are  willing  to  ex- 
pose the  whole,  though  they  have  only  one  ship 
ready  to  protect  it.  He  hoped  the  proposed  post- 
ponement, would  take  place. 

Mr.  R.  Williams  said,  it  was  on  all  hands  ac- 
knowledged, when  the  subject  of  the  naval  ar- 
mament was'under  consideration,  that  the  Freat- 
deni  had  power  to  employ  them  in  any  manner 
■othorixed  by  the  laws  of  nations.  So  that  if  the 
directions  proposed  by  the  geoiieinan  fVom  Penn- 
sylvania for  the  commanders  of  our  vessels  be 
within  the  law  of  nations,  the  President  has  pow- 
vr  to  give  them,  without  any  law  being  passed 
fbr  the  purpose.  But  he  conceived  theie  resolu- 
tions to  go  much  farther  than  is  warranted  by  the 
)aws  of  nations ;  he  considered  them  as  nothing 
abort  of  a  declaration  of  war. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  (Mr. 
HarperT  has  told  the  committee  that  the  situa- 
tion of  this  country  is  by  no  means  doubtful,  and 
told  them  what  he  is  Milling  to  d'>.  But  if  gen- 
tlemen are  ready  to  declare  war,  why  do  Iney 
propose  measures  which  they  say  only  go  half 
way.  If  a  proposition  for  war  was  made  in  a  di- 
rect manner,  every  member  could  ihen  understand 
it  But  he  was  inclined  to  doubt  the  correctness 
of  the  opinion  of  the  gentleman  from  South  Car- 
(rfina  as  to  the  state  of  the  country,  as  be  had  told 
the  House  the  ^ame  thing  last  Spring,  when  he 
ifts  as  prepaiSd,  as  he  seems  now  to  be,  to  plun^ 
the  country  in  war.  He  was  himself  then,  as  he 
continued  to  be,  opposed  to  any  measures  which 
■boold  produce  war,  until  war  was  unavoidable  ; 
nkd  he  believed  few  persons  would  be  found  to 
My  that  the  eonntry  had  not  been  inemach  hap- 


^  (for  produce  never  sold  higher  thaa 

It  bad  done  for  the  last  year)  than  if  we  uad  been 
in  war  ;  our  revenue  haviog  increased,  and  things 
in  general  gone  well. 

But,  it  was  said,  that  out  CommissioDers  were 
evidently  of  opinion  that  nothing  could  be  done 
by  way  of  negotiation.  He  himself  thought  the  - 
despatches  would  convey  no  such  idea.  On  the 
31st  of  January,  our  Commissioneis  presented  a 
memorial  to  the  French  Government,  and  propos- 
ed to  wait  a  reasonable  time  for  an  answer,  which 
if  they  did  not  receive  they  proposed  to  apply  for 
passports  to  come  away  ;  and  as,  b^  late  accounts, 
we  find  they  still  remain  at  Paris,  it  is  rational  to 
suppose  they  have  some  hope  of  the  negotiatioia 
having  a  favorable  issue.  For  it  could  ooi  be  sup- 
posed they  would  be  so  regardless  of  the  interest 
of  the  country,  as  to  remain  longer  there  than  they 
entertained  hopes  of  being  of  service. 

But  it  was  frequently  asserted  that  France  has 
made  enormous  and  disgraceful  demands  upon 
this  country.  Whatever  the  demands  were  which 
certain  persons  made  upon  our  Commissioners,  we 
know  ihey  were  not  made  in  an  authorized  man- 
ner, nor  do  we  know  that  the  Government  was  at 
all  acquainted  with  the  transaction.  We  know 
that  they  were  made  by  unofficial  characters,  and 
the  last  we  beard  from  our  Commissioners  was, 
that  they  would  not  listen  to  them  any  more.  It 
appeared  to  him  that,  at  this  time,  as  we  do  not 
know  the  situation  of  the  negotiation,  it  would  be 
eitremely  impolitic  to  enter  into  a  measure  like 
the  present.  He  wished  the  decision  upon  this 
resolution  to  be  postponed,  until  we  heard  some- 
thine  more  from  France.  He  believed,  with  the 
genileman  from  Pennsylvania,  that  there  was  no 
great  division  in  the  country  on  the  question  of  a 
peace  or  war ;  but  he  differed  from  him  wholly  as 
to  the  desire  of  the  people  on  this  subject.    He 

1  the 

addresses  to  which  the  gentleman  referred;  for 
though  they  approve  of  the  conduct  of  tbe  Presi- 
dent, what  is  it  for?  For  endeavoring  to  pre- 
serve peace  with  the  French  Republic,  and  they 
generally  contain  expressioos  deprecating  the  hor- 
rors of  war. 

Besides,  if  these  resolutions  were  proper  now, 
why  were  they  not  brought  forward  immediately 
after  the  late  despatches  were  received?  Why 
were  they  hidden  till  this  time ;  and  when  reports 
are  in  circulation  that  our  Envoys  are  in  the  way 
of  accomplishing  their  object,  are  they  brought 
forward  ?  It  seemed  la  if  gentlemen  were  appre- 
hensive that  something  should  be  agreed  upon, 
and  thev  were  determined  to  frustrate  any  settle- 
ment which  might  be  on  foot. 

The  matter  of  right,  to  do  what  was  proposed, 
could  not  be  disputed.  He  believed  we  had  not 
only  been  sufficiently  injured  by  France,  but  by 
another  nation,  to  warrant  any  measure  which 
poticunight  dictate.  The  question  of  expediency 
was  tff  thing  to  be  considered  ;  and,  as  he  could 
not  yet  give  up  the  hope  of  an  accommodation, 
he  was  decidedly  in  favor  of  the  postponement. 

Mr.  W.  concfuded,  by  requesting  gentlemen  to 
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hare  been  successful,  and  presi 

Eeace,  should  be  broken  off  aod  produce  a  war, 
OW  mey  could  reconcile  [heir  conduct  to  their 
constituents?  If  he  were  10  role  fur  such  a  mea- 
sure, he  could  not  do  it.  Were  be  conrinced  no 
bope  remained  of  the  ae^tiations  succeeding,  and 
that  the  French  were  detenaiaed  on  war,  a,  mea- 
sure of  this  bind,  or  much  stronger,  would  be 
gone  into  without  any  division.  When  no  hope 
of  preKcrviag  peace  remained,  there  would  be  but 
one  voice  in  that  House;  but  so  long  as  that  hope 
remained,  it  might  be  expected  that  those  who  »je 
anxious  lo  preserve  that  slate  of  things  for  their 
eoantry,  would  oppose  every  measure,  whose-ob- 
jeut  and  tendency  is  war. 

Mr.  Gallatin  observed,  the  qnetiion  was  not 
now  whether  it  wonld  be  {vt)per  to  adopt  these 
resoluiioDB  or  not,  but  whether,  under  our  present 
ct  ream  stances,  they  contain  principles  which  form 
at  present  a  proper  snbject'miller  of  discussion. 
The  senlleman  who  moved  the  postponement 
auted  that,  so  long  as  our  negotiation  in  France 
was  DOl  concluded,  the  discussion  was  improper. 
His  eolleajgue,  (Mr.  Sitoheaves.)  on  the  otlier 
band,  had  insisted  upon  the  fight  we  bad  to  pass 
these  resoluiions,  that  they  are  consistent  with  the 
laws  of  nations  to  be  adopted  in  a  stale  of  peace, 
and  would  not,  therefore,  produce  a  rupture  in  our 
BMOtiaiion. 

The  first  position,  as  to  our  ri^t,  Mr.  G.  said. 
he  should  not  deny ;  but,  wbea  his  colleague  says 
resolutions  like  these  are  coniiBtent  with  a  .itaieof 
peace,  and  not  tantamount  lo  war^  that  they  are 
special  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal,  authorized 
br  the  laws  of  nations,  his  ideas  are  unfoimded. 
The  resolutions  upon  the  table  have  nothing  todo 
with  letters  of  marque.  It  is  true,  tbey  are  not  a 
declaration  of  war ;  but  they  go  to  the  making  of 
partial  war.  Was  it  aver  heard  that  letters  of 
man]ne  were  given  to  public  vessels  ?  They  sre 
given  to  private  vessels  alone;  specific  letters  of 
marque  are  sometimes  given  in  time  of  peace  to 
■a  individual,  in  order  to  indemnify  him  for  a 
specific  injury.  But  general  letters  of  marque  and 
reprisal  have  not  for  a  century  been  granted,  ex- 
empt in  a  state  of  declared  or  aciual  war.  But 
these  resolutions  are  neither  general  nor  specific 
letters  of  marque.  They  are  instructions  to  our 
public  vessels  lo  make  war.  They  do  not  say  to 
the  commanders  of  our  vessels.  "  you  shall  make 
war  in  all  cases,"  but  they  autnorize  certain  acts 
of  war.  His  idea  of  these  rtfsolulioiis,  was,  there- 
fore, that  they  are  instructions  to  make  a  partial 
war ;  and  when  one  nation  makes  partial  war  upon 
another,  nobodv  could  doubt  but  it  was  war. 
_  Mr.  Q.  said,  he  would  not  speak  of  these  resolu- 
tions as  leading  to  war ;  for  though  ihey  are  not 
a  declaration  of  war,  they  are  tantamount  to  it. 
It  might  be  proper  for  us  to  make  a  kind  of  par- 
tial war,  in  preference  to  a  general  war,  in  order 
to  throw  the  blame  of  declaring  war  upon  our  en' 
emy.  He  did  not  object  to  the  resolutions,  there- 
fore, because  they  matte  a  partial,  instead  of  a 
general  war,  but  because  they  are  inconsistent  at 


present  with  the  slate  of  peace  in  which  it  is  in- 
sisted  we  still  continue,  and  with  the  negotiations 
which  are  not  yet  Gnallr  terminated. 

What  reasons,  said  Mr.  Q.,  are  given  for  enter- 
jng  into  these  resolutions  at  this  time  ?  Either 
that  France  is  roaking  war  against  us,  or  that  no 
hopes  remain  of  our  negotiation  terminating  fa- 
vorably. 

France  is  certainly  doing,  and  had  long  done^ 
acts  which  would  authorize  us  in  making  wat 
upon  her.  The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
says,  she  takes  our  vessels  under  everv  possibls 
circumstance,  and  so  on.  Mr.  G.  said,  nedid  not 
mean  to  dispute  anything  whicb  he  had  said  in 
this  respect.  He  was  willing  to  grant,  because  tt 
was  not  material  in  the  present  discussion,  that 
France  has  taken  all  our  vessels,  wherever  the 
could  find  them.  Bat,  he  would  askj  whether, 
after  the  despatches  of  our  Commissioners,  the 
House  did  not  determine  to  take  a  certain  stand, 
and  to  adopt  certain  measures  T  What  were  they  9 
They  were  to  make  defensive  preparations  by 
land;  to  finish  and  equip  for  sea  our  three  frigates; 
to  provide  twelve  vessels  and  a  nomber  of  galleys 
for  the  protection  of  our  commerce  and  coast,  to 
be  employed  according  lo  the  discretion  of  the 
President.  It  was  then  said,  be  might  use  them  in 
conformity  to  the  situation  of  our  country.  Ha 
did  not  mean  to  dispute  that  position.  He  would 
also  take  it  for  granted  that  the  President  had  the 
right  lo  employ  these  vessels  for  the  prolectiou  of 
our  trade,  on  the  coast,  and  as  convoys.  He  was 
himself  opposed  to  their  being  used  as  convoys  in 
time  of  peace.  His  opinion  was,  that  armed  ves- 
sels conla  be  of  little  use  as  convoys  in  time  of 
peace;  but  to  employ  these  vessels  efiectually, 
would  be  to  scour  the  coast  of  the  privateers  and 
picaroons  which  infest  it.  He  conconted  in  opin- 
ion with  gentlemen  ihat  this  was  the  only  efiect- 
nal  way  in  which  our  vessels fould  be  employed} 
but  the  House  ihen  conceived  that  thus  toemploy 
them  wonld  be  to  make  war,  and,  therefore,  they 
were  left  to  he  employed  by  the  President  accord- 
ing to  the  state  of  the  country  at  the  time. 

Mr.  G.  wished  to  know  wnat  change  had  taken 
place  in  the  situaiion  of  the  country  since  the  pe- 
riod at  which  thedesraiches  werecommnnicated? 
He  knew  of  none.  Why,  then,  are  these  resola- 
tions  now  brought  before  the  House?  If  these  in- 
struclions  are  proper  lo  be  given  now,  they  Were 
equally  proper  at  the  time  when  the  despatches 
were  received.  The  last  information  we  have 
from  our  Commissioners  says,  that  tbey  bare  ad- 
dressed a  memorial  to  Qovemment,  and  if  it  be 
not  shortly  smwered,  they  shall  demand  their 
passports.  Yet  gentlemen  are  now  desirous  of 
changing  our  present  situation,  though  it  is  really  ' 
in  no  respect  diflerent  from  what  it  was  at  the 
time  our  first  despatches  were  received.  What 
was  the  groufld  taken  at  that  time  ?  It  was  this : 
It  was  thought  lo  be  extremely  doubtful  that  oui 
negotiation  would  succeed,  and  that,  therefore,  il 
was  proper  to  put  the  country  into  a  state  of 
defence  for  war,  but  to  wait  the  event  of  the 
negotiation,  before  war  was  either  declared  or 
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When  geotlemen  wish  ibe  resolutiom  upoo  the 
table  10  be  adopted,  tbey  must  do  it  [ram  »a  idea 
that  a  change  has  takeu  place  in  our  liiuation 
which  has  dimioisbed  our  hopes  of  accommoda- 
tioa.  Let  us,  said  Mr.  G.,  even  grant  ihat^  and 
that  there  is  now  less  hope  of  our  negotiation' 
succeeding  than  beielofore,  yet  it  is  not  less  a  fact 
thai  our  Commissioners  have  not  yet  left  Paris. 
As  to  the  reports  which  have  been  alluded  to  as 
to  their  hating  been  since  received,  or  the  con- 
trary, he  meani  to  take  no  notice  of  Ibem.  He 
presumed  tbe  House  knew  nothing  of  what  had 
taken  place  since  the  dale  of  the  last  despatches. 
But  if  be  were  to  draw  any  inference  from  what 
he  had  heard  and  saw  on  tbe  subject,  it  would  be, 
that  the  negotiation  is  going  on,  though  the  fact 
might  be  otherwise.  But  while  the  fact  is  doubt- 
ful, what  is  the  motion  before  the  House?  it  is 
not  to  reject  the  resolutions,  but  to  postpone  the 
consideration  of  tbem  until  tbe  doubt  is  removed. 
And  could  it  be  proper,  while  doubts  exis[  as  to 
the  fate  of  our  negotiation,  and  when  every  day 
may  be  expected  to  remove  the  uncertainty,  to 
adopt  resolutions  of  this  kind  T  Besides,  what 
disadvantage  would  arise  to  the  United  States 
from  a  postpoaement  of  these  resolutions  for  a 
foitaigbtT  Was  it  because  his  colleague  had 
yesterday  laid  tliese  resolutions  upon  the  table, 
that  it  had  become  all  at  once  so  important  to 
adopt  them?  If  the  measure  was  so  very  neces- 
larjr,  how  happened  it  that  the  committee  ap- 
pointed on  ths  subject  of  tbe  protection  of  com- 
merce and  the  defence  of  (he  country,  had  not 
recommended  the  measure  1  He  himself  could 
tee  no  inconvenience  which  could  arise  from  the 
proposed  delay. 

Oa  the  other  hand,  what  may  be  the  conse- 

Jueace  of  going  immediately  into  the  measure? 
:  may  be  a  very  serious  one.  It  may  involve  the 
country  in  a  war,  which  the  dela^  may  prevent 
Gentlemen  say  a  favorable  result  is  not  to  be  ex- 
pected. He  owned  his  hopes  were  slender,  but 
while  tbere  exists  a  possibihly  of  iheir  being  real- 
ized, he  was  not  willing  to  abandon  them ;  and, 
more  especially,  when  no  inconvenience  could 
arise  from  the  postponement  whicb  is  desired. 

The  distinction  which  his  colleague  had  made 
between  war  and  these  half-war  measures,  is  per- 
fectly fallacious.  That  gentleman  had  said,  he 
was  readv  to  declare  war,  and  be  well  knows  that 
this  is  only  ■  substitute  for  a  declaration  of  war. 
History  confirms  this  idea.  The  last  war  between 
Great  Britain  and  France  was  carried  on  for  two 
years  before  a  declaration  took  place.  In  the  war 
of  1755,  war  was  not  declared  for  three  or  four 
years  after  letters  of  marque  were  granted  to 
seize  all  the  vessels  of  the  enemy.  He  knew  a 
distinction  migbt  be  found  in  the  laws  of  nations, 
ai  to  the  practice  of  the  last  century,  but  what  is 
■aid  on  that  subject  is  now  altogether  null  and 
void  from  the  practice  of  (he  present  century. 
And  the  laws  of  nations  are  made  up  of  nothing 
more  than  what  is  the  general  practice  of  differ- 
ent nations,  and  as  that  practice  changes,  so  does 
the  law  of  nations.  But  sUppose  letters  of  marque 
and  reprisal  could  possibly  be  considered  a*  con- 


ent  with  a  state  of  peace  by  (he  laws  of  na- 
la  when  granted  to  private  vessels  in  our  siiua- 
I,  it  certainly  cannot  be  allowed  thai  instruc- 
tions to  public  armed  vesseb  fall  within  that 
description.  « 

A  motion  was  made  to  adjoniD,  so  tbe  House 
adjourned  without  taking  the  question. 

TanRsoaT,  May  24. 
INSTRUCTIONS  TO  ARMED  VESSELS. 
The  House  resumed  the  disciusion  of  Mr.  Sit- 
ORBavEs's  resolutions  for  instructing  the  com- 
manders of  our  public  and  private  armed  veuels; 
and  the  motion  for  a  postponement  of  the  consi- 
deration of  these  resolutions  until  the  second 
Tuesday  in  June,  being  again  under  consideration, 
after  a  few  words  against  the  motioa  by  Mr. 
Hahtlbt,  the  question  was  put  and  negatived — 
43  to  37.  The  question  then  turned  upon  a  refer- 
ence of  them  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whol«^ 
which  was  negatived,  there  being  only  22  votes 
for  it.  The  resolutions  were  then  referred,  agreea- 
bly to  the  original  proposition  of  the  mover,  to  lite 
Committee  for  the  Protection  of  Commerce  and 
the  Defence  of  the  Country,  to  report  by  bill  oi 
otherwise.  The  bill  from  the  Senate  for  (he  fu^ 
tber  protection  of  the  commerce  and  coasts  of  (he 
United  States,  was  referred  to  the  same  commit- 
tee. The  House  spent  the  remainder  of  the  sit- 
ting on  a  bill  proviaing  for  the  more  effectual  col- 
lection of  certain  internal  revenues  of  (he  United 
Slates,  which  was  finally  agreed  to,  and  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading  ti 


Fain^T,  May  25. 

The  bill  providing  for  a  more  effectual  eoUec- 
tion  of  certain  internal  revenues  of  tbe  United 
States,  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  Harper,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  to  whom  waa  referred  the  memorials  of 
Jonathan  Jackson  and  Abel  Whitney,  reported  % 
bill  to  regulate  the  compensation  of  officers  for 
collecting  the  internal  revenues  of  the  United 
States,  which  was  twice  read  and  committed  for 
Monday. 

The  Honse  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  bill  supplementary  to  an  act  for  tha 
relief  of  persons  imprisoned  for  debt,  which  was 
agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  to- 


IMPRIBONMENT  FOR  DEBT. 
The  House  next  went  into  a  Committee  of  tha 
Whole  on  the  bill  providing  for  the  relief  of  per- 
sons imprisoned  for  debt  due  to  tbe  United  States; 
when  some  debate  took  place  on  a  question  to 
determine  whether  the  heoefii  provided  by  this 
act  should  be  extended  to  persons  imprisoned  on 
mesne  process,  as  well  as  to  those  imprisoned  oa 
judgments.  The  motion  moved  by  Mr.  Habfeh 
to  extend  the  benefit  to  persons  confined  under 
mesne  process  was  negatived — 48  to  29.  The  bill 
was  then  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third 
time  to-muirow. 
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Mr.  SiTOREATES  then  proposed  to  the  House  a 
reaolulioD  to  the  ToUowiDg  efiecc : 

Raolvtd.  That  the  Attorney  Gcnenl  of  ths  United 
Stale!  be  directed  to  prepare  and  report  to  thii  House 
the  plan  nf  a  general  law  for  tbe  relief  of  inaolvent 
dcbtot*  nho  may  be  impriMned  by  vulne  ofprocenoDt 
of  any  couit  of  the  United  Stelea,  and  who  ihall  be 
withng  to  make  an  antgnment  of  theii  ertalee  and 
efleda  for  the  baaefit  of  their  crediloi*. 
Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  till  to-morrow. 
IN8TKUCT10N8  TO  ARMED  VESSELS. 
Mr.  Sewall,  fiom  the  Committee  for  the  Pro- 
tection of  Commerce  and  the  Defence  of  the  Coqo- 
tif,  to  whom  was  referred  Mr.  Sitorbaves's  re- 
solutions  for  instructing  the  commanden  of  our 
public  and  private  armed  vessels,  and  also  the  bill 
from  the  Senate  for  the  further  protection  of  the 
commerce  and  coast  of  the  United  States,  report- 
ed it  as  tbe  opinion  of  that  committee  that  the 
bill  from  tbe  Senate  ought  to  be  agreed  to  by 
the  House. 

The  report  was  twice  read,  and  ordered  to  be 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

On  the  Speaker's  asking  for  what  day  this  bill 
ahould  be  made  the  order,  Monday,  lo-moriow  and 
to-day,  were  named. 

Tbe  quesiioQ  was  first  taken  on  Monday,  and 
nuatived — 13  to  37. 

The  question  was  then  put  upoa  to-morrow. 
Mr.  Qallatin  hoped  this  bill  would  be  made 
the  order  for  to-morrow,  as  the  bill  bad  ool)[  been 
printed  this  morning,  and  the  report  but  this  mo- 
ment made.  It  would  be  a  very  extraordinary 
proceeding  to  make  this  very  important  bill  tbe 
order  for  ibis  day. 

Mr.  J.  WiLbiAMS  said,  this  was  a  Tery  extn 
diaarv  case.  When  we  leaio  every  day  that 
vessels  are  taken  by  the  French  cruiseri,  without 
sny  cause  whatever,  it  is  necessary  to  act  with 
decision.  This  day  bad  been  spent  on  every 
tiiflioff  business  compared  with  this,  and  he  hoped 
the  House  would  M  until  this  biU  was  gone 
through. 

Mr.  McDowell  hoped  this  bill  would  be  made 
the  order  for  to-morrow,  as  it  had  only  been  laid 
upon  the  table  this  morning,  end  few  gentlemen 
had  yet  turned  their  attention  to  it.  Besidi 
Dsoal  hour  of  adjournment  is  arrived,  and  he 
hoped  gentlemen  would  not  insist  upon  hurrying 
BO  important  a  bill  throogh  tbe  House  in  this  man- 
ner. Tbe  gentleman  from  New  York  remarked 
that  the  House  had  been  engaged  in  trifling  busi- 
ness all  tbe  day ;  but,  he  obaerved  that  gentleman 
nt  very  contentedly  under  the  dtscuasion,  though 
he  now  leems  so  desirous  of  expediting  this  bu- 

Mr.  Sbwall  was  impressed  with  the  necessity 
of  passing  this  hill  as  soon  as  possible.  If  the  com- 
mittee bad  thought  they  might  with  propriety 
have  taken  time  to  deliberate  upon  this  subject, 
they  would  not  have  made  this  report,  but  have 
taken  into  consideration  the  resolution  which  had 
been  referred  lo  tbem  with  this  bill ;  but  finding 
it  necessary  that  our  armed  vessels  should  rec^ve 
their  instructions  immediaieiy,  that  they  toay  go 


out  and  take  tbe  vessels  on  the  coast,  or  drive 
tbem  off,  they  made  this  report,  iateniling  hereafter 
to  report  farther  opoalbe  subject.  But  the  present 
measures  they  thought  necessary,  from  tbe  pecu- 
liarity of  our  present  situation ;  the  dangers  at- 
tending which  tbe  people  without  seemed  to  be 
fully  persuaded  of.  And  as  this  subject  had  been 
fully  discussed  on  the  resolutions  which  had  been 
before  tlie  House,  he  hoped  the  bill  wonld  be  im- 
mediately, taken  up;  as  he  wished  to  provide 
without  delay  for  the  defence  of  our  coast  as  far  as 

ir  force  wonld  permit. 

Mr.  Macon  said,  it  was  very  extraordinary 
indeed,  that  gentlemen  should  wish  to  hurry  this 
bill  through  the  House  in  the  way  proposed.  It 
appeared  as  if  they  were  afraid  of  any  thing  com- 
ing from  our  Commissioners  before  tbey  got  the 
country  in  war.  Being  now  the  usual  hour  of 
adjournment,  it  could  nut  be  expected  that  if  the 
House  went  into  ibis  bill,  that  any  debate  could 
place.  Indeed  gentlemen  seemed  to  wish  to 
prevent  debate  as  much  as  possible  i  a  few  days 
ago,  they  bad  got  a  rule  passed  that  no  person 
should  speak  more  than  once  to  any  question,  and 
now  by  moving  to  go  into  a  Committee  ot  the 
Whole,  at  the  hour  of  adjournment,  thev  wish  to 
prevent  them  from  speaking  once,  and  that  upon 
a  bill  which  will  certainly  place  tbe  country  in  a 
state  of  war.  He  thought  a  regard  to  decency 
ought  to  prevent  gentlemen  from  pushing  this 

Mr.  Lyon  called  upon  gentlemen  to  consider 

the  imporlanceof  this  Dill.  He  considered  it  as  a 
declaration  of  war  as  it  now  stands,  and  be  hoped 
time  would  be  given  to  consider  whether  some 
amendment  could  not  be  introduced  into  it,  so  as 
to  prevent  its  being  so  considered.  At  present,  be 
believed,  it  was  directly  in  the  face  of  .tne  taws  of 
nations.  He  was  desirous  of  avoiding  war  if  pos- 
sible. His  constituents  also  wished  it.  He  nad 
receivedat  least  two  hundred  letters  requesting  him 
to  do  all  in  bis  power  to  prevent  it.  Indeed,  he 
was  afraid  of  the  consequences  of  war;  be  was 
afraid  it  might  produce  even  a  di^oluiion  of  tbe 
present  Government. 

Mr.  Brent  was  proceeding  to  express  his  aston- 
ishment at  the  conduciof  gentlemen  in  wishioe  to 
press  so  important  a  subject  upon  tbe  House,  while 
members  were  impatient  to  adjourn,  when^ 

Mr.  Sewall  rose  and  withdrew  his  motion,  and 
the  bill  was  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  to- 


Mr.  Harpeb  laid  before  the  Hoase  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  Treasury  to  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  on  the  subject  of 
the  land  lai,  which  was  ordered  10  be  printed,  and 
the  House  adjourned. 


Saturday,  May  26. 

The  bill  supplementary  to  an  act  for  the  relief 

of  persons  imprisoned  for  debt,  and  the  bill  f<w 

providing  relief  for  persons  imprisoned  for  debta 

due  to  the  United  States,  were  read  the  third  time 
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Mr.  Sbwall  called  for  the  order  of  the  day  on 
the  bill  from  the  Senate  for  ibe  more  effeclual  pro- 
tection of  the  commerce  aod  coasts  of  the  United 
Stales ;  and  the  House  accordinely  resolved  itself 
into  a  Coromillee  of  the  Whole  on  the  said  bill, 
Mr.  Dent  in  the  Chair.  The  bill  having  been 
read, 

Mr.  Macon  rose  and  observed,  that  he  wished 
to  amend  both  the  bill  and  the  preamble  to  it,  and 
desired  the  ChaircoaD  to  say  which  it  would  be 
io  order  to  more  first.  The  Chairmaa  having 
answered  that  it  would  be  most  regular  first  to 
amend  the  bill,  aod  then  the  preamble  could  be 


(the  effect  of  which  was  to  make  the 
given  to  the  commanders  of  our  vessels  general 
uaiost  all  cruisers,  as  well  as  against  the  French.) 
His  reason  for  making  the  motion  was,  that  if  this 
bill  must  pass,  it  might  be  general  against  all  nations 
who  commit  depredations  upon  our  commerce, 
for  it  was  a  fact  well  known  that  Fraoce  is  not 
the  only  nation,  which  does  this.  It  was  his  opin- 
ion, that  before  any  measure  of  this  kind  was 
takeo,  we  ousht  to  know  the  result  of  our  mission 
in  France;  tor,  however  slender  our  expeclaliooi 
of  an  accommodation  may  be,  still  those  expecta- 
lions  ought  not  to  be  abandoned,  until  we  are  cer 
tain  our  Commissioners  have  lef)  Paris,  without 
being  able  to  accomplish  their  mission. 

Mr.  M.  believed  it  could  not  be  doubted  by  any 
one  that,  if  we  bad  thought  a  state  of  war  prefer- 
able to  toe  stale  in  which  we  had  been  placed  for 
some  time  back,  we  had  had  sufficient  provocation 
ftom  more  than  one  nation  to  have  declared  war 
loDff  ago.  Indeed  he  looked  upon  this  bill  as  a 
declaration  of  war  in  substance ;  he  saw  that  this 
was  the  situation  to  which  measures  was  progress- 
ing, but  he  could  not  have  expected  (hat  gentle. 
men  would  have  proposed  a  measure  of  this  kind 
whilst  cur  Commissioners  were  yet  in  Paris.  It 
was  his  opinion,  however,  that  disagreeable  as  our 
present  situationrmay  be,  it  is  much  preferable  to 
astateofwar;  for,  notwithstanding  all  the  losses 
which  ourmerchants  have  sustained,  our  trade  and 
our  revenue  are  continually  increasing. 

Id  the  part  of  the  country  from  whence  he  came, 
Mr.  M.  said,  the  price  of  produce  is  now  higher 
than  it  has  been  for  some  time  past.  But,  in  the 
ease  of  war,  it  would  fall,  of  course. 

Notwithstanding  all  the  evils  which  he  was 
sensible  most  attend  on  a  stale  of  war,  when  he 
found  our  Commissiouers  had  left  France,  and  no 
hope  of  accommodation  remained,  he  should  not 
b«aitale  to  join_ gentlemen  in  any  measures  which 
aball  be  necessary  to  meet  a  stale  of  war. 

Mr.  Habpeb  could  not  help  being  surprised  at 
the  motives  which  the  geuiieman  from  North 
Carolina  said  had  induced  him  to  make  this  mo- 
tion. Qentlemen  bad  heretofore  said,  they  were 
nnwilLing  to  take  any  active  measures  against 
France  until  negotiation  was  exhausted.  Now. 
though  they  confess  thai  they  have  no  hope  from 
negoiiatioD,  they  are  unwilling  to  do  anythiog 


against  France  until  our  Commiwiooers  come 
home.  Yet  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina 
wishes  to  make  this  bill  general  j  and,  though  he 
insists  upon  its  being  a  declaration  of  war,  he  de- 
sires it  may  not  be  levelled  at  France  only,  but  at 
England  and  Spain,  to  whom  no  remonstiBace  foe 
their  depredations  has  been  made,  and  with  whom 
no  attempt  has  been  made  at  negotiation. 

Isit  not  astonishing  that  men,  who  have  ajwan 
expressed  themselves  in  favor  of  peace,  should  be 
able  to  get  their  consent  to  arguments  which  give 
the  lie  to  all  Ibeir  declarations— that  they  shonld 
object  to  a  measure,  because  they  deem  it  a  war 
measure  with  ooe  nation,  and  still  be  willing  to 
embrace  it  when  it  is  made  lo  apply  to  three  na- 
tions? If  gentlemen  are  thus  blinded  by  their 
passions  in  lavor  of  some  nations,  and  against 
others,  he  could  only  deplore  ihat  blindness.  It, 
with  their  eyes  open,  they  can  rush  into  the  mei- 
sute  proposed,  and  yet  decline  it  when  confined 
only  to  one  nation,  he  left  it  to  themselves  to  re- 
concile the  inconsistency.  And  yet  these  gentle- 
men are  loading  those  who  wish  to  lake  spirited 
measures  of  defence  with  the  most  odious  e^- 
theis,  as  being  friendly  to  war.  He  could  account 
for  this  incDDsisiency  of  conduct  only  from  the 
violent  antipathies  and  attachments  which  he  had 
already  mentioned,  which  seemed  effectually  to 
blind  gentlemen  as  to  what  respects  the  true  in- 
terests of  their  own  country. 

Mr.  McDowell  said,  the  geodemao  from  South 
Carolina  bad  dwelt  much  upon  the  inconsistency 
of  the  present  motion.  He  nimself  could  not  see 
any  in  ii.  He  had  insinuated  that  the  mover  and 
seconder  of  it  must  be  blinded  by  prejudice  and 
governed  by  passion ;  that,  instead  of  going  to 
war  with  one  nation,  it  would  be  going  to  war 
with  three,  and  that  before  we  remonstrate  with 
them,  or  request  them  lo  desist  from  their  jnac- 
licEs;  that  we  have  been  altempting  to  get  re- 
dress from  France  for  eighteen  months  past  with- 
out effect,  but  that  no  attempt  has  been  made  to 
negotiate  with  England  or  Spain  on  the  subject 
ol  their  depredations.  In  this  the  gentleman  front 
South  Carolina  was  certainly  mistaken.  He  knew 
we  had  lately  concluded  a  treaty  with  England, 
which  had  been  consianlly  violated ;  and  what 
faith,  Mr.  McD.  asked,  could  be  placed  in  a  nation 
which  one  day  makes  a  treaty,  and  the  next  vio- 
lates it  7  The  same  remark  would  apply  to  Spain, 
so  br  as  they  hare  depredated   upon  our  cOBtr 

Mr.  McD.  said,  he  had  all  along  declared  him- 
self opposed  lo  war,  or  to  any  measure*  whieh 
would  lead  to  it,  and  he  still  held  the  same  opin- 
ion. He  had  no  prejudice  against  or  in  favor  ot 
any  nation  whatever,  except  so  far  as  their  con- 
duct towards  this  couutry  was  friendly  or  other- 
wise; and  he  could  see  no  reason  for  giviog-  in- 
structions to  the  commanders  of  our  vessels  to 
seize  and  bring,  in  the  vessels  of  one  eoantry 
which  may  commit  depredations  upon  our  com- 
merce, and  not  those  of  another.  He  was  himself 
opposed  lo  the  bill  altogether;  but,if  ii  must  past, 
he  wished  to  make  it  contain  as  little  mischief  ai 
poasible,  and  be  thought  by  ttriking  oni  the  w(n< 
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the  bill  DOW  stood,  it  i 
ration  of  war. 

Mr.  J.  WiLtiAHS  was  io  hopes,  when  the  geu 
tleman  from  North  CarolinB  first  made  his  mo- 
tion, that  the  oppasition  which  he  had  heretofore 
■howa  was  done  away,  and  that  the  hill  was  only 
objected  to  because  it  was  not  getierai ;  but  now 
it  appears  that  Kentlemea  are  opposed  to  the  bill 
altogether.  Heliad  hoped  when  gentlemen  had 
i«flectFd  upon  what  bad  takea  place,  even  within 
our  own  jurisdiction,  that  there  wonld  not  have 

baen  a  single  dissenting      '      '  .  

Qenilemen  allege  that  this  measure  will  lead  to 
war ;  but  he  would  ask  whether  other  neutral  Da- 
tions  had  not  taken  measures  folljr  as  strong  a! 
this,  without  producing  warl  For  his  part,  he 
supposed  it  might  have  been  better  if  this  countr] 
haa  gone  into  this  system  of  defending  our  cotD' 
laerce.  He  was  opposed  to  it  for  a  considerable 
time.  He  was  id  hopes  of  a  reeonciliation  taking 
jdace  J  but  be  had  been  deceived  from  time  K 
time,  aDd,  instead  of  any  appearnnce  of  accomniO' 
datioD,  every  day  brought  information  which  con- 
rinced  him  that,  eicept  we  meant  to  submit  alto- 
gether, we  mast  defend  ourselves. 

Thi«  being  the  case, he  asked  geDtlemen  which 
they  would  choose  7  Whether  ihey  would  suffer 
themselves  to  come  uoder  the  power  of  the  French 
DatioD,  or  repel  force  by  force?  He  did  not  be- 
lieve an;  Eentleman  would  say  we  ought  not  to 
embrace  the  latter. 

At  a  time  when  the  enemy's  veaseU  are  within 
our  own  jurisdiction,  are  we  to  withhold  the  ne- 
oessary  instructions  to  the  commanders  of  our 
vessels?  He  hoped  not.  Not  that  he  would  go 
hastily  into  war ;  but  have  we  not,  he  asked,  been 
ia  war  for  a  long  time? — a  war  on  one  side,  and 
total  submission  od  the  other.  Yet  the  House 
ue  DOW  called  upon  to  postpoDe  the  coDsideration 
of  this  question,  lest  it  sDould  produce  war.  The 
only  way  to  preveot  a  war,  he  believed,  was  to 
be  prepared  to  meet  it.  If  spirited  measnres  had 
been  taken  during  the  extraordinitry  session  of 
Congress,  he  believed  it  might  have  prevenied 
the  loss  of  property  to  the  araonnt  of  twenty  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  and  the  necessity  of  a  war.  But 
CongreFs  had  gone  on,  from  time  lo  time,  saying, 
we  will  wait  rar  this,  that,  and  the  other,  and  it 
will,  in  all  probability,  prevent  war.  This  con- 
duct had  [H'oduced  the  greatest  difficulties,  and  yet 
ceatlemen  wish  to  go  farther  in  the  same  course. 
The  enemy's  vessels,  he  understood,  are  within 
dte  Capes,  and  he  supposed  gentlemen  would  wait 
till  they  came  up  to  the  city,  before  they  would 
t^e  any  means  to  oppose  them.  FTe  believed  it 
was  high  time  to  say,  "We  will  not  submit,"  and 
to  prepare  to  repel  tne  repeated  aggressions  of  our 
enemy. 

But  genifemen  say,  "No,  we  .will  oppose  the 
bill  altogether."  Let  us,  said  Mr.  W..  pass  this 
bill  as  it  is.  and,  if  gentlemsD  choose  to  briog  for- 
ward another  bill  against  any  other  nation,  be 
should  not  object  to  it,  if  they  refused  to  do  Us 
justice.    He  was  not  in  favor  of  one  naiioD  mote  1 


than  another;  he  would  resist  oppresEion  fron 
all.  This  bill,  he  believed,  ought  to  be  passed 
immediately.  If  it  had  been  passed  a  weeic  ego, 
ii  would  have  saved  to  the  United  States  a  large 

Mr.  Sbepard  observed,  that  much  had  been 
said  on  this  bill  and  od  the  resolutions  on  the 
same  subject,  wl>ich  were  referred  to  the  same 
committee.  Members  differed  in  apioion  very 
materially  as  to  the  prop«r  mode  of  eonduetine 
our  affairs  at  this  important  crisis;  but  he  ooom 
see  no  reason  for  deferring  vigorous  measures  any 
longer,  as  he  did  not  see  the  feast  ground  of  hope 
for  a  reconciliation ;  it  was,  therefore,  idle  to  di^ 
pule  about  it. 

He  would  ask  gentlemen  so  riokntly  opposed 
to  Ibis  bill  what  they  would  do  ?  Are  thejr  will- 
ing to  send  more  Envois  to  the  French  nation,  to 
sue  for  an  accommodation  T  He  supposed  not; 
everything  which  can  be  done  has  been  done  to 
effect  an  accommodation.  Aregenliemen  ready, 
then,  to  give  the  money  which  had  been  demand- 
ed? He  presumed  not.  He  lioped  gentlemett 
possessed  too  much  American  blood  to  agree  (o 
any  such  thing;  and,  if  to,  why  do  they  hesitate 
to  take  the  measure  proposed,  and  endeavor  tO' 
throw  embarrassments  in  the  way  of  every  mea- 
sure of  defence  which  can  be  taken  ?  If  we  an 
to  purchase  peace,  let  us  do  it ;  if  not,  let  us  de- 
fend ourselves  like  men.  Or  do  gentlemen  wisb 
to  wait  until  more  injuries  and  more  insults  are 
added  to  those  alreadv  received^  before  any  step 
of  defence  must  be  incen,  lest  it  shonld  lead  to 
war  ?  Will  conduct  like  this  save  Amei-ica  7  Noj 
it  will  not. 

But  gentlemen  decline  taking  this  measure,  be- 
cause they  are  apprehensive  it  will  irritate  the 
French  nation.  Mr.  B.  believed  this  country 
could  do  nothing  to  alter  the  conduct  of  the 
French  nation  towards  us,  except  it  were  by  giv- 
ing them  money.  There  could  be  no  doubt,  he 
said,  but  the  French  meant  to  subjugate  this  Gov- 
emment,  and  to  lay  the  United  States  under  eon- 
Iribntion.  Every  newspaper  told  them  this;  yet 
some  gentlemen  seem  opposed  tcfevnything  in- 
tended to  resist  their  doings,  or  even  to  tell  them 
they  hav^  done  wrong.  For  his  part,  he  believed 
that  nation  had  been  boiling  over  with  mad- 
ness for  two  years  past,  and  tut  they  are  totally 
void  of  every  virtue. 

They  have  told  us,  said  Mr.  8.,  in  plain  terma, 
they  mean  to  subjugate  us.  They  say  Ihey  have 
a  Btrone  party  in  this  country,  and  that  they  un- 
derstand diplomatic  agency  aa  weU  as  any  other 
nation.  This  he  believed,  as  he  saw  they  had 
effectttally  nsed  that  power  in  subduing  every 
country  in  Europe  that  they  had  anything  to  do 
with,  except  Qreat  Britain,  and  he  feared  thev 
would  succeed  against  her.  No  man,  he  saio, 
disliked  war  more  than  him  ;  but,  be  believed,  the 
best  way  of  preserving  ourselves  from  it,  was  to 
take  measures  to  oppose  a  Power  which  has  so  ud- 
jusily  treated  us.  We  ought  not,  he  said,  to  trifle 
any  longer,  but  take  new  ground.  The  more  in- 
sults we  submit  to,  the  more  we  shall  have.  He 
could  not  suppose  gentlemen  wtnild  be  willing  to 
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mit  till  all  our  vessels  are  takea  and  ourGoverD- 
ment  overcome,  before  they  will  make  resistance. 
If  we  meant  to  preserTe  our  independence,  be  be- 
lieved resistance  ought  now  to  be  msde.  It  is 
time,  said  he,  to  tell  the  French  nation.  "  we  will 
Dot  submit  any  longer."  This  was  the  way  we 
gained  our  iadependenec,  and  this  must  be  the 
way  by  which  we  must  kee^  it.  He  hoped,  there- 
fore, the  bill  would  pass  as  it  stands. 

Mr.  Otis  said,  though  he  had  sufficient  confi- 
dence in  the  committee  to  induce  him  to  believe 
that  the  prescDt  motion  cannot  succeed,  yet  he 
could  not  forbear  to  expostulate  with  ^ntlemea 
on  the  impropriety  of  any  measores  which  should 
have  a  tendency  to  give  unnecessarv  offence  to 
other  nations,  besides  that  against  wnich  we  are 
called  upon  to  acL  To  increase  our  foes  would 
only  be  to  aggravate  our  misfortunes.  Mr.  O. 
hoped  and  beOeved  this  country  would  be  able  to 
defend  itaelf  singly  and  alone  ;  but,  supposing,  as 
gentlemen  agree  to  be  true,  that  we  are  on  the  eve 
of  a  WKT,  would  it  not  be  highly  impolitic  to  irri- 
Ute  a  Power  whose  issistaoce  we  may  find  very 
kccepiable  in  the  course  of  a  few  months  against  a 
common  enemy  1  He  hoped  it  would  never  be 
necessary  to  seek  for  this  assistauce,  though  it  is 
possible,  if  we  are  driven  into  war  with  our  old 
friends,  that  we  may  willingly  avail  ourselves  of 
theai^of  our  old  enemies;  for,  though  we  had 
■uffered  injuries  from  more  nations  than  one,  yet 
he  agreed  with  our  Envoys  In  the  sentiment  that, 
if  Fiaoce  should  attack  us,  we  must  seek  the  best 
means  of  defence ;  and  may  find  it  more  prudent 
to  forgive  than  to  provoke,  by  harsh  measures,  a 
nation  which  may  aid  in  our  defence. 

Mr.  O.  said,  if,  after  injuries  had  been  commit- 
ted against  us  by  Great  Britain  and  Spain,  of  the 
ume  nature  with  those  which  have  been  heaped 
upon  us  by  France,  and  those  nations,  like  her, 
had  refused  to  hear  us,  or  to  do  us  justice,  he 
would  support  the  same  measures  against  them 
and  vindicate  our  national  character  and  honor. 
But  though  he  should  by  no  means  attempt  to  ex- 
tenuate  the  conduct  of  Great  Britain  or  Spain,  he 
believed  he  might  say  that  the  depredations  com- 
mitted by  those  Powers  subsequent  to  theii  trea- 
ties, have  been  under  color,  at  least,  of  the  laws  of 
naiiDDs.  But  the  difference  in  the  degrees  of  these 
depredations,  in  comparison  with  those  of  the 
French  Republic,  cannot  be  better  ascertained 
than  by  the  rates  of  insurance  paid  as  a  security 
against  them  respectively. 

Insurance  may  be  effected  'against  the  Spanish 
and  British  for  five  per  cent.,  whilst  it  cannot  be 
procured  against  the  French  for  less  than  twenty- 
five  or  thirty  per  cent.  And  though  the  British 
cruisers  do,  in  some  cases,  take  our  vessels,  in 
others  they  afford  them  protection.  Indeed,  he  be- 
lieved, the  number  of  our  vessels  rescued  from  the 
fangs  of  the  French,  and  restored  to  us  by  the 
British,  greatly  exceed  in  value  the  amount  of 
those  whith  have  been  taken  from  us  by  them 
■ince  their  treaty.  They  have  saved  to  Philadel- 
phia about  a  half  a  million  of  dollars.  With  re- 
spect to  Spain,  he  believed  her  disposition  towardi 
Qs  to  be  friendly,  and  that  an  iQJury  offered  hy 


them  to  us  was  done  at  ihe  insti^tion  of  another 
country.  Again,  we  have  received,  under  ihc 
late  treaty  with  Great  Britain  £100,000  sterling 
for  damages  sustained  by  her  depredations,  ana 
from  Spam  $300,000  have  been  awarded  on  the 
ame  account.  So  that  no  comparison  could  pos- 
libly  be  made  between  the  treatment  we  experi- 
incedfromFranceandthoseeountries.  Shemaket 
io  treaties — she  pays  no  compensations. 

The  amendment  is  proposed,  with  a  design  to 
hold  up  to  the  people  the  ides  ihaL  if  we  were  at 
war  with  France,  we  cannot  calculate  to  receive 
assistance  from  any  other  country,  having  cause 
of  complaint  against  all  parties.  Gentlemen  were 
certainly  accountable  (o  themselves  for  their  own 
conduct  and  modes  of  expression,  and,  doubtless, 
think  they  act  with  discretion ;  but,  he  believed 
that,  when  the  warmth  of  the  present  session  and 
the  ardor  of  debate  should  subside,  they  would  be 
persuaded  that  comparisons^  sucn  as  they  had 
— ade,  were  not  pertinent  or  judicious. 

Mr.  O.  said,  it  would  be  recollected  that  gentle- 
men had  ackuowledfed  that,  if  this  amendment 
was  adopted,  they  should  still  vote  against  the 
bill.  If  Great  Britain  and  Spain  have  injured 
OS,  the  proper  mode  of  proceeding  wia,  first  to  en- 
deavor to  obtain  redress  i  and  if  tliat  is  not  allow 
ed,  it  will  be  time  enough  to  use  force;  but,  with 
respect  to  the  French  Republic,  every  kind  of  ap- 
plication has  been  exhausted.  There  can  be  no 
question  about  war,  the  only  way  was  to  consider 
how  we  should  get  an  honorable  peace.  They 
have  made  war  upon  us,  and  he  believed,  we 
should  be  mote  likely  to  obtain  peace  by  a  spirited 
conduct  than  by  base  submission. 

Mr.  KiTTGRA  rose  lo  observe,  that  one  of  the 
articles  in  our  treaties  with  Great  Britain  and 
Spain,  stipulates  that  no  reprisals  shall  be  aathoF; 
Ized  by  either  country  until  application  shall  be 
made  to  the  other,  which  he  tbousht  would  be  a 
sufficient  reason  for  negativing  tne  amendment. 
He  believed  it  would  be  proper  to  adopt  an  addi- 
tional rule  to  those  already  established  lor  the  gOT- 
ernment  of  the  House,  viz :  that  when  French  pri- 
vateers came  within  our  own  ports  and  take  our 
vessels,  a  long  debate  shall  not  lake  place  upon  a 
bill  to  instruct  the  commanders  of  our  vessels  to 
make  reprisals. 

Mr.  Gallatin,  in  reply  to  the  last  observation 
of  Mr.  KiTTBBA,  said  tnal,  if  his  assertion  was 
true,  that  the  French  privateers  were  committing 
dejHedations  within  our  own  pons,  or  anywhere 
within  our  jurisdiction,  it  was  no  reason  why  this 
bill  should  pass  immediately;  for,  without  the  bill, 
the  President  had  full  power  to  apply  the  armed 
vessels,  or  any  other  force  at  his  dispMgl,  in  repel- 
ling the  outrage.  As  to  the  amendinent,  he  would 
not  pretend  to  say  that  it  was  very  essential ;  but, 
he  supposed,  the  reason  for  movitig  it  was  this: 
It  was  asserted  that  this  bill  was  not  a  declaration 
of  war,  but  only  a  kind  of  special  reftrisal  author- 
ized by  the  lawof  nations,  it  was,  tho'efore,  thought 
it  would  be  proper  to  make  it  a  Gienerat  regulation. 
If  it  was  intended  to  be  a  declaration  of  war,  it 
would  be  extremely  wrong  to  make  two  enemies, 
iutead  of  one.    If  it  was  to  be  passed  with  that 
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inUDUoa,  it  would  be  wrong  to  adopt  the  ameod- 
menti  but  he  supposed  it  was  iatroduced  on  the 
giouxid  assumed  hy  the  supporters  of  the  bilJ,  that 
the  mpasures  proposed  might  be  eotered  into  with- 
out Ttolatiiig  the  laws  of  natioos,  and  consistently 
with  a  aiale  of  peace. 

Id  relation  to  the  opposition  which  had  b«en 

Siren  to  the  various  war  measures  wbich  had  been 
ron^ht  forward  in  the  course  of  the  session,  it 
was  m  the  power  of  gentlemen  to  hare  prevented 
the  greater  part  of  it;  if,  instead  of  goiof  on  step 
by  step,  the  whole  system  which  they  had  in  view 
had  been  laid  before  the  House  at  once,  only  one 
debate  would  have  taken  place  on  the  propriety  or 
policy  of  placing  the  country  in  a  stale  of  war. 
After  that  had  been  determined,  theother  measures, 
which  must  have  followed  in  course,  would  have 
been  adopted  without  much  delate ;  because,  after 
the  countrv  shall  be  declared  to  be  in  a  state  of 
war,  it  will  be  the  duty  of  every  member  to  make 
it  as  efiectuat  as  he  is  able,  and  as  hurtful  to  the 
enetny  as  it  cwa  be  made ;  but  so  long  as  the  coun- 
try is  declared  not  to  be  in  a  state  of  war,  it  is 
natural  for  those  members  who  are  opposed  to  war, 
to  endeavor  to  prevent  measures  leading  to  that 
state,  or  inconsistent  with  a  state  of  peace;  but, 
if  war  is  once  declared,  he  would  take  npon  him- 
selfto  ■  '■■      ■ 

Mr.  G. 

report  upon  the  resolution  on  this  subject  lately 
referred  to  them  by  the  House,  which  they  say 
they  had  not  lime  to  consider;  and  not  that  the 
Ho'ise  should  have  this  bill  to-day,  another  to- 
morrow, and  so  on;  for  if  it  be  intended,  at  all 
events,  to  get  into  war,  the  more  effectual  the  mea- 
sures are  which  shall  be  taken,  the  better.  He 
would  at  once  concur  in  this  bill,  or  any  one  which 
should  go  further  whenever  the  country  shall 
hare  been  declared  to  he  in  a  state  of  war. 

All  that  had  been  said  for  the  postponement  of 
this  question,  and  against  it,  arose  from  thediffer- 
ent  opinions  entertained  as  to  the  possibility  of 
«D  accommodation  with  France.  He  owned  his 
hopes  on  this  subject  are  very  slender ;  but  there 
is  one  stubborn  fact  a^inst  any  hostile  measures 
at  present — the  negotiation  is  still  open,  and  our 
Commissioners  are  still  in  Paris  ;  and  wnilst  this 
continued  to  be  the  case,  although  he  was  not 
able  to  account  for  their  remaining  there,  he 
would,  coniinne  to  role  against  any  measurea  in- 
consistent with  a  state  of  n^oliation. 

On  the  other  hand,  when  gentlemen  say  this 
measure  is  not  war,  (though  he  believed  the  con- 
trary,) but  authorized  hy  the  laws  of  oalions,  the 
gentleman  from  North  Carolina  came  forward 
with  bis  amendment,  and  said,  if  this  is  one  of 
those  things  which  nations  may  do  consistently 
with  their  neutrality,  let  us  make  it  general ;  for 
the  moment  you  take  measures  of  a  hostile  na- 
ture against  one  of  the  belligerent  Powers,  and 
not  against  another,  it  would  not  be  sufficient  for 
ua  to  say  that  one  of  ihem  has  committed  more 
depredations  npon  ua  than  another,  though  this 
would  be  a  good  reason  for  going  to  war  with 
one  nation  mora  than  the  other.    Mr.  O.  wished, 


therefore,  if  this  was  intended  as  a  war  c 

(and  he  had  no  doubt  of  its  being  so.)  that  ii 

might  be  clearly  ex'preb-sed,Bs  then  every  effectual 


Mr.  HARTUtr  said,  the  op|tosition  made  to  this 
bill  was  very  extraordinary.  ~  As  to  a  declaration 
of  war,  he  did  not  think  such  a  measure  could  be 
proper  whilst  our  Comiaisaioners  remain  in  Paris: 
out,  for  more  than  a  week  past  he  was  convinced 
France  would  have  war  with  this  country,  he 
therefore  wished  to  go  into  every  measure  of  de- 
fence both  of  our  commerce  and  territory.  Qeo- 
tlemen,  notwithstanding  they  must  see  that 
France  is  aiming  at  tmiversal  dominion,  wish  to 
put  off  measures  of  defence  from  one  period  to 
another.  He  thought  we  oiuht  do  longer  to  hesi- 
tate, but  to  go  as  far  as  possible  in  the  protection 
of  our  commerce;  for  he  did  not  think  we  had 
anything  to  feaj  from  the  mighty  nation.  A  body 
of  a  few  thousand  men  would  secure  us  in  the 
Southern  States,  and  we  had  nothing  to  tfxt  in 
the  Eastern  or  Northern  Slates.  He  hoped,  thei«- 
fore,  this  amendment  would  be  negatived,  and 
the  bill  J^B^Kd  without  further  objectmn. 

Mr.  GnuoHD  supposed  that  the  minds  of  gen- 
tlemen were  pretty  genially  determined  on  this 
question,  and  ne  could  not  therefore  hope  to  effect 
any  change  of  opinion  in  any  member  of  the  com- 
mittee ;  yet  he  noped  he  should  be  justified,  in  a 
question  of  so  much  importance,  in  taking  up  a 
little  time  of  the  committee  in  delivering  bu  sen- 
timents upon  it. 

He  rose  in  opposition  to  the  present  amend- 
ment. It  was  said,  this  is  either  a  peace  meaaara 
or  a  WJr  measure,  if  it  is  consistent  with  a  state 
of  peace,  it  was  argued  that  there  could  be  no 
danser  in  eitending  it  to  other  nations  as  well  as 
to  the  French.  He  considered  it  as  a  peace  mea- 
sure ;  but  before  the  committee  agree  to  the  pro- 
posed amendment,  they  ought  to  consider  the  con- 
sequences of  doing  so. 

If  one  of  our  merchant  vessels  should  be  depr#< 
dated  upon  by  a  British  or  a  Spanish  ship  of  war, 
it  would  not  be  war,  but  a  breach  of  our  treaties 
with  those  Powers,  wnicb  stipulate  that  complaint 
of  any  injurv  received  sball  first  he  made,  and 
satisfaction  demanded,  before  any  act  of  reprisal 
shall  be  authorized.  But  with  respect  to  France, 
admitting  that  we  have  the  same  treaty  with  her, 
how  does  the  fact  stand?  With  respect  to  Great 
Britain  and  Spain,  it  is  stipulated  that  redress 
shall  in  the  first  place  be  asked.  This  had  re- 
peatedly been  done  with  respect  to  France.  We 
have  frequently  made  on  application  there  in  the 
language  of  supplication.  Do  France  and  Great 
Britain,  then,  stand  upon  the  same  fooling?  No) 
they  stand  upon  different  gronnd,  and  the  same 
rule  of  conduct  will  hot  apply  to  them. 

Another  idea  has  been  atiggested,  viz :  that  the 
bill  should  be  general,  lest  it  should  displease 
France,  and  impede  our  negotiation  with  that 
country.  If  there  was  the  most  distant  hope  of 
an  honorable  seitlement  of  our  differences  with 
that  cunatry,  he  should  be  as  unwilling  u  wij 
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maa  to  stop  or  impede  the  bnsineis  ;  but,  when  he 
teflected  upon  what  had  pasued  bctweeo  ihe 
countries  I'roni  the  commencement  of  our  ii 
pendeDce  to  ihe  present  time,  ihat  hope  was  les- 
Bened,  if  it  ever  existed.  When  he  saw,  tha  ' 
stead  of  friendship,  she  had  shown  quite  a 
trary  conduct  towards  us,  he  doubled  whether 
that  friendship  ever  eiisted.  When  be  found  that 
OD  the  dth  of  May,  1793,  she  undertook  to  pass  a 
decree  to  take  out  of  all  neutral  vesseU  enemy's 
goods,  in  violation  of  her  treatv  with  us,  but  that 
udod  remonstrating  with  her,  sue  undertook  to  re- 
p!al  it  on  the  23d;  but  when  she  had  blinded  the 
eyes  of  our  commercial  people  by  this  repeal,  she 
aat  down  five  days  after  and  repealed  her  last  de- 
cree. When  he  saw  this  he  suspected  the  hatred 
of  France  instead  of  its  friendship.  Another  ap^ 
plication  was  made  on  the  subject,  and  on  the  Isi 
of  July,  the  offensivedecree  is  nyain  repealed;  this 
repeal  continued  till  the  28th  of  the  same  month, 
when  it  was  again  rescinded. 

Trjr  the  conduct  of  France  farther,  and  how 
does  it  a[n>earT  When  we  look  at  the  depreda- 
tions which  hare  been  committed  upon  our  com- 
merce ;  when  we  see  the  manner  in  which  our 
vessels  have  been  taken  upon  pretences  of  certaio 
papers  being  wanting,  of  which  our  masters  and 
owners  of  vessels  wereignorant,  whatwouldhave 
been  a  friendly  conduct  in  such  cases?  Would  it 
have  been  to  .take  advantage  of  inadvertence  and 
ignorance  1  Certainly  not  Or,  if  we  look  at  the 
conduct  of  their  Mmister  in  this  country:  he 
comes  to  cultivate  harmony;  but  when  we  see 
him  endeavoriDg  to  raise  uu  the  people  against 
their  GovecDment,  it  cannot  be  taken  as  a  friendly 
proceeding. 

Mr.  B.  wished  some  gentleman  would  under- 
take to  show  the  marks  of  this  friendship  of 
Frauee  of  which  so  much  had  been  heard.  What 
has  been  done  on  our  paill  After  receiving  re- 
peated iiyuries,  we  have  appointed  Commissioners 
after  Commissioners  to  tieat  with  them.  Our  re- 
ward is  known.  He  did  not  wish  to  aggravate 
the  conduct  of  France ;  but  he  wubed  to  know 
how  long  gentlemen  would  be  willing  to  lie  at  her 
footstool  1  Was  it  proper  to  continue  our  negotia- 
tioit  with  a  Power  which  is  sweeping  the  ocean 
of  all  our  vessels?  Suppose  our  Commissianers 
are  in  Paris,  endeavoring  to  n^otiatejhow  comes 
it  that  the  privateers  of  France  are  not  recalled, 
instead  of  bemg  suffered  to  infest  our  coasts  7  But 
instead  of  this,  their  disposition  is  shown  by  their 
decree  of  the  11th  of  January,  which  det^'miues 
the  character  of  vessels  by  their  cargo. 

All  these  acts,  Mr.  E.  said,  demonstrated  the 
temper  and  disposition  of  that  Republic  towards 
America.  He  thought  it  perfectfy  idle  for  our 
Commissioners  to  remain  at  Paris,  stating  com- 

Ckinis  and  writiug  vindications,  without  the  least 
ope  of  success.  What  will'the  Directory  sa^  to 
Ihem?  Tliev  will  say,  ''You  set  np  your  claims, 
but  how  will  you  enforce  themf  You  cannot  get 
B  vote  to  lay  your  hand  upon  any  of  our  priva' 
teers  n|H>n  your  coast ;  you  come  on  an  idle  er- 
rand. Congress  bare  no  idea  that  your  country 
haa  any  such  claims ;  if  they  believed  it,  they 


would  support  them."  When  the  French  find  ni 
a  feeble  and  divided  nation,  will  they  listea  for  a 
moment  to  the  suppliael  and  feeble  prayer  of  ooi 
Commissioners'!  No;  they  will  continue  thnr 
war  upon  our  commerce,  aud  raise  a  tribute  upoD 
us  when  they  please,  and  when  they  have  aecoDi- 
plished  iheit  part  with  Qreat  Britain,  they  vill 
then  treat  with  us.  We  shall  then  be  called  upon 
to  buy  a  peace  upon  their  own  terms.  He  ac- 
knowledged they  had  overpowered  maey  aatioot, 
and  made  peace  with  them  at  various  prices ;  but 
the  peace  which  thejr  are  disposing  of  is  ^ 
French  manufacture ;  it  may  be  brilliant,  hut  not 
durable.  He  wished  not  to  purchase  sucti  a  peace. 
He  would,  on  the  contrary,  now  adopt  spirited 
measures,  and  convince  France  that  we  are  not 
to  be  trifled  with  any  longer.  Or,  if  gentlemen 
wifh  us  to  appear  so  degraded,  so  reduced,  and 
humbled  a  aation^  as  to  be  ready  to  receive  the 
boon  we  can  beg  from  them,  then  it  will  be  right 
to  continue  our  supplication.  But,  if  that  is  not 
their  idea ;  if  they  conceive  that  we  have  rights 
founded  in  justice,  which  on^t  to  be  supported, 
will  they  not  be  persuaded  that  we  shall  be  more 
likely  to  have  themrespected,  by  takinga  spirited, 
manly  course  of  conduct,  than  the  contrary? 
They  certainly  must 

For  himself,  Mr.  E.  said,  were  he  sent  to  treat 
with  France  at  a  period  like  the  present,  and  that  I 

nation  were  to  tell  him  that  one-half  his  country- 
men disavowed  the  claims  which  he  set  up,  if  j 
there  were  any  truth  for  the  remark,  he  should 
think  he  might  as  well  attempt  to  nuotiate  upmt 
his  own  authority,  as  in  behalf  of  GovernmenL 
If,  said  he,  we  do  not  mean  to  lie  upon  our  oars, 
let  us  come  forward  and  support  the  claims  of 
our  Commissioners,  and  then  there  will  be  some 
probability  of  their  being  successful.  Without 
this,  our  Commissioners  will  never  be  able  to  ac- 
complish anything,  and  the  French  would  coO' 
tinue  their  depredations  upon  our  trade.  But  if 
we  adopt  the  measure  proposed,  are  we  about  U> 
declare  Wat  1  Certainly  not.  If,  said  he,  I  am  at- 
tacked by  an  iudiridtial,  and  resist  hixo,  and  ui 
doing  so,  I  break  or  take  from  him  his  sword,  do 
I  declare  war  again^  him  1  No ;  common  sense, 
and  the  first  pnncinles  of  self-defence  saf  that  this 
-I  ris[ht.  And  will  not  the  same  reasoning  apply 
)  nations?  He  said  it  certainly  would.  The 
1  further  than  to 


keep  it  for  our  own  security  until  our  dispute 
settled.    He  hoped,  therefore,  the  amefidment 
would  be  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  LroH  could  not  discover  why  gentlemen 

should  be  opposed  to  this  amendment,  if  they  did 

not  suppose  the  bill   under  consideration   would 

amount  to  a  declaration  of  war.    It  was  his  opin- 

il  would  have  lhat  effect,  and  therefore  he 

>  opposed  to  it.     He  hoped  our  negotiation  at 

is  was  not  yet  closed ;  but  if  Ibis  bill  passes, 

bis  hopes  of  peace  would  be  at  an  end.    The  gen* 

tleman  last  up  spoke  about  the  price  of  peace;  he 

could  not  say  for  bis  part  what  would  be  the  price 

of  peace  hereafter,  if  the  country  once  got  inrolv' 

ed  in  war.    He  did  Dot  st^)p(we  we  should  be  aUe 
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to  bea(  the  Preach  so  severely  as  to  brio^  tbem  to 
our  terms.  He  was  himself  very  unwiLlinf  to  go 
to  war.  He  believed  the  people  of  (beUniied  States 
are  desirous  of  preserviDg  peace,  notwiihslandiag 
what  had  been  iosiaualed  to  the  contrary,  frotn 
the  addresses  which  had  been  seot  to  the  President 
and  to  CoDgteiiS.  We  had,  said  he,  a  million  of 
thiokieg  people  within  the  United  Stales,  and 
supposiog  all  the  addressers  to  be  in  favor  of  war 
iDeasures,  (which  he  was  far  from  believing.) 
tbejr  do  not  amount  to  more  than  30,000.  He  be- 
lieved there  are  more  persons  in  tliis  city  in  favor 
of  war  than  in  any  other  part  of  the  United  States. 
He  was  confident  there  are  not  two  hundred  peo- 
ple in  his  district  who  wish  it.  Indeed,  he  saw 
nothing  to  be  got  for  this  country  by  going  to 
war.  He  said  he  should  vote  for  this  amendnienl, 
because  it  would  take  off  a  part  of  the  asperity  of 
the  measure  towards  France. 

The  question  was  put  and  negatived,  tbe;e  be- 
ing  only  22  for  it. 

Mr.  Lyom  proposed  to  amend  the  bill  by  insert- 
ing the  words  "consistently  with  the  laws  of  na- 
tions," but  his  motion  did  not  find  a  second. 

The  committee  then  rose  and  reported  the  bill. 

Mr.  Macon  renewed  his  motion  for  striking  out 
the  word  "  such."  The  arguments  that  had  l)een 
made  use  of  against  this  motion  had  not  con- 
Tinced  him  of  its  impropriety.  He  did  not  think 
it  would  be  a  violation  of  our  treaties  either  with 
Oieat  Britain  or  Spain;  but  if  gentlemen  think 
■o.  it  can  be  amended  in  that  respect.  Instead  of 
Uamiug  him,  Mr.  M-  said,  certain  gentlemen 
ought  to  be  obliged  to  him  for  having  made  his 
■DOiion^  because  it  had  given  them  an  opportunity 
of  making  studied  speeches,  which  they  otherwise 
could  not  have  done. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Har- 
feh)  said  that  his  (Mr.  M.'s)  conduct  on  this  oc- 
casion was  such  as  gave  the  lie  to  his  former  sen- 
timents. This  was  not  the  most  delicate  way  of 
treating  gentlemen,  but  such  as  that  gentleman 
generally  used.  It  would,  however,  have  no  effect 
Upon  him.    It  was,  and  always  had  been,  his  ob- 


he  proposed  his  amendment  to  make  the  bill  gen- 
eral. 

What  other  nations  have  done  is  not  now  the 
question.  The  only  question  before  the  House  is, 
what  will  be  the  interest  of  the  country  to  do.  He 
knew  no  good  a  repetition  of  the  iniuries  we  have 
received  could  do.  It  had  been  saia,  we  ought  not 
to  do  anything  to  offend  Great  Britain,  as  it  was 
probable  that  if  we  have  to  fieht  our  old  friends, 
we  might  have  occasion  for  the  assistance  of  oar 
old  enemies.  But,  if  we  are  to  go  to  war,  he 
hoped  we  should  depend  upon  no  ally.  He  want' 
ed  to  have  no  connexion  with  any  foreign  nation. 
He  believed  our  last  treaty  had  done  us  no  good, 
«nd  he  wanted  do  more  of  them.    He  had 


did  not  think  it  was  in  the  power  of  any  of  them 
to  hart  us,  and  he  would  do  all  in  his  power  to 
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prevent  foreign  alliances,  which  could  never  do 
this  country  any  good,  but  which  might  do  us 
great  harm. 

The  House  had  again  been  told  that  the  Mid- 
dle and  Eastern  States  are  safe,  and  that  if  trooni 

e  sent  lo  the  Southern  States,  they  will  be  safe 

[Mr.  M.  was  proceeding  lo  slate  that  in  the 

Bt  war  no  man  eastward   of  the  Delaware  wa*    . 

er  seen  fighting  in  the  Southern  States,  and 
that  now  the  Southern  members  fwith  only  one 
i)  are  satisfied  to  De  left  to  them- 
selves, when  the  Speaker  reminded  him  of  the 
question.] 

It  was  complained  against  that  this  coimlry 
was  charged  with  beinz  divided.  He  believed  it 
always  would  he  divided  in  political  sentiment. 
Indeed^  there  is  not  a  State  in  the  Union,  and  hut 
few  neighborhoods,  which  are  not  divided  in  this 
respect.  But  was  this  any  reason  why  they  would 
not  join  heartily  in  the  cleience  of  their  eouniry, 
if  it  were  attacked  1  However  different  parts  of 
the  Union  may  differ  in  political  sentiment,  when 
the  question  was  a  defence  of  the  country  against 
invaders,  he  was  confident  ihere  would  oe  no  di- 
vision upon  it.  And  he  thought  it  a  proof  the 
Executive  Directory  did  not  rdy  upon  any  divi- 
sion in  their  favor  in  this  country,  or  they  woidd 
not  have  dwelt  so  publicly  on  that  point.  Gen- 
tlemen might  make  use  of  on  argument  of  this 
kind  in  this  House  in  order  to  catcli  the  popular 
ear,  but  it  is  not  true,  nor  did  he  believe  that 
there  are  ten  people  in  the  United  Slates  who  will 
believe  it. 

The  gentleman  from  Connecticut  (Mr.  En- 
uond)  had  said,  that  if  he  was  sent  a  Commis- 
sioner on  any  business,  and  one-half  of  the  people 
were  to  say  that  the  claims  which  he  went  to  pre- 
fer were  not  founded,  he  should  not  expect  anf 
success  in  his  mission.  Mr.  M.  believed  it;  hut 
had  such  a  thing  ever  been  said  in  this  couniTT 
by  anybody,  much  less  by  ooe-half  the  people? 
Everybody  believed  our  claims  for  redress  against 
France  are  well  founded. 

On  the  subject  of  giving  money,  he  believed  no 
man  would  be  inclined  to  stand  out  longer  against 
giving  money  than  him ;  and  as  to  the  idea  of 
subjugation,  he  looked  upon  it  as  perfectly  ludi- 
crous, and  he  was  sorry  lo  hear  a  military  man 
(Qen.  Shepabo)  express  apprehensions  on  this 
ground.  He  thought  he  had  known  the  spirit  of 
the  American  people  too  well  to  have  entertained 
such  an  idea  for  a  moment. 

Ctentlemen  have  all  along  denied,  Mr.  M.  sat(^ 
that  this  bill  is  tantamouot  to  a  declaration  of 
war.  If  it  were  only  intended  to  defend  our  coili- 
merce,  according  to  the  laws  of  nations,  it  ought 


a  declaration  of  war.  He  believed  those  who 
supported  it  generally  inteoded  it  should  have 
that  effect,  and  the  reason  they  had  taken  this 
course  of  making  war  in  preference  to  making  an 
open  declaration  of  war  is,  they  know  it  will  be 
ntore  popular  than  a  declaration  of  war  would 
have  been.    He  had  no  doubt  of  it. 
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He  wisked,  whea  geatlemea  had  come  to  a  de- 

— ■__   ._    . . |.^  jjjp^  [jgj  broiichl  the 


been  fairly  aetermined,  instead  of  doing  a  littli 
DOW  and  a  lilile  then,  uatJI  they  gel  the  couolry 
into  that  state.  If  the  whole  pUa  hsd  been  seen 
at  once,  eenilemen  would  have  known  how  to 
have  acted. 

Mr.  M.  concluded  by  saying,  be  did  not  mean 
to  justify  the  conduct  of  any  nation  in  Europe 
towards  us.  He  was  conscious  we  had  been  ill 
used  by  most  of  ibem.  He  had  no  doubt  the  gen- 
tleman from  Connecticut  might  hare  enum'erated 
more  injuries  committed  airainst  us  by  foreign 
naiiona  than  he  had  done.  Waa  the  impressment 
of  our  seamen  nothing'?  He  thought  it  thegreat- 
est  insult  which  any  nation  ever  received.  It  was, 
however,  useless  to  take  up  the  time  of  the  House. 
He  made  the  motion  only  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
plying to  the  obaervations  which  had  been  made 
against  it  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  which 
he  was  prevented  from  answering  there  by  the 
rule  of  the  House,  which  says  no  member  shall 
■peak  more  than  once  to  any  question. 

Mr.  Bavard  thought  the  conduct  of  the  gentle- 
maa  from  North  CarollDB  was  liable  to  tne  in- 
consistency with  which  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  bad  charged  it.  That  gentleman  tells 
the  House  he  is  a  friend  of  peace.  If  so,  bis  mo- 
tion is  in  opposition  lo  his  sentiments^  because  he 
has  said  be  believes  the  bill  to  be  tantamount  to 
a  declaration  of^ar,  and  yet  he  wishes  not  to 
modify  it,  or  make  il  less  a  provocation  of  war, 
but  to  extend  it  to  two  other  Powers  besides 
France. 

The  ameodment  of  the  gentleman  is  in  no  way 
opposed  to  the  principle  of  the  bill;  but  he  wishes 
it  to  be  eeneral  aod  not  applied  to  France  only. 
He  would  ask,  which  are  the  nations  that  the 
gentleoiaa  desires  to  comprehend  within  the  pro- 
Tisions  of  this  bill,  besides  the  French  nation? 
Is  it  the  British  nation?  If  it  he,  he  wished  to 
know  upon  what  ground?  Before  gentlemen 
take  a  step  which  il  is  said  is  war,  it  ought  to  be 
■hown  that  we  should  be  warranted  in  a  measure 
of  this  kind  against  Great  Britain.  He  knew  they 
had  captured  many  of  our  merchant  vesselsj  but 
are  gentlemen  prepared  to  say  they  were  not  cap- 
tured on  lawful  ground?  Will  they  say  that  all 
our  tiade  is  carried  on  so  consistently  with  our 
treaty  with  that  country,  that  there  can  he  no 
ground  of  capture  in  any  of  our  merchant  vessels? 
We  know  that  to  have  enemy's  properly  on  board 
ia  a  sufficient  ground  for  carryine  vessels  into  a 
British  jiortj  and  we  also  know  that  if  they  are 
laden  with  articles  contrahand  of  war,  they  are 
liable  lo  capture.  And  since  the  British  Treaty 
came  into  existence,  Mr.  B.  said,  we  have  had  no 
proof  of  any  seizure  having  been  made  by  that 
countrj  contrary  to  ihe  laws  of  naliooa.  Where, 
then,  IS  the  ground  upon  which  to  extend  the 
provisions  of  this  bill  to  Great  Britain  as  well  as 
to  France?  When  we  find  a  nation  putting  ber- 
sdf  to  great  inconvenience  to  grant  convoys  for 
our  vessels  from  her  own  jporls  to  ours,  are  we  Xo 
put  her  upon  the  same  footing  with  one  who, 


contrary  to  treaty  and  the  laws  Si  oationi,  it 
every  day  seizing  our  property  and  plnndenng 
our  citizens,  and  who,^  when  applied  lo  for  satis- 
faction, refuses  to  receive  our  Ministers?  What 
other  nation  would  this  amendment  affect?  It 
had  been  said  Spain.  If  she  has  committed  de- 
predations upon  our  commerce,  Mr.  B.  believed 
they  were  nol  considerable;  and  he  believed  if  the 
of  the  conduct  of  France  bad  stopped 
present  maAuitud'e,  no  gentleman 


poormily  o 
short   of  i 


sent  mafoiti 
..  )uld  have  thouffht  of  taking  this  step;  and,  a 
respects  Spain,  he  could  nol  find  an  excuse  for 
her,  as  be  did  not  consider  her  as  afree  agent,  but 
as  acting  under  the  influence  of  the  French  na- 
tion ;  France  was  answerable,  therefore,  not  only 
for  her  own  depredations,  hut  those  of  Spain. 

Mr.  B.  could  see  no  reason,  therefore,  why  this 
bill  should  be  made  to  operate  against  any  other 
nation  than  Fiance.  It  was  strange  that  dijec- 
lions  should  yet  be  urged  against  measures  for 
the  protection  of  our  coasts,  though  French  priva- 
teers had  entered  two  of  our  harbors;  yet  the  genr 
tleman  from  Pennsylvania,  with  that  boldness  of 
assertion  so  peculiar  to  him,  tells  the  House  that 
the  President  of  the  United  Stales  has  the  power 
to  five  directions  for  the  seizing  of  privateers 
within  the  jurisdictional  line,  and  therefore,  on 
that  account,  this  bill  is  unnecessary.  But  he 
called  upon  that  gentleman  to  show  any  good 
KTOund  for  that  opinion.  Suppose,  for  instance, 
Mr.  B.  said,  that  a  French  privateer  was  to  com- 
mit depredaiioos  beyond  the  jurisdictional  lioe, 
and  afterwards  come  within  it,  it  would  doubtless 
come  within  the  provisions  of  this  hill  lo  afford 
a  remedy;  hul  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
would  Doi  say  that  the  President  would  have 
power  to  afford  a  remedy  in  such  a  ease.  He  had 
no  doubt,  ihal  when  one  nation  infringes  the 
rights  of  another,  it  had  a  right  to  take  measures 
against  it;  but  this  right  was  lodged  in  the  sor«- 
reignty  of  the  nation,  and  as  that,  in  this  country, 
does  not  lie  wholly  in  the  President,  but  in  Con- 
gress, the  President  has  no  power  to  act  in  the 
case.  Congress  onl^  could  authorize  reprisals. 
Mr.  B.  concluded  with  a  hope  that  the  amend- 
ment would  be  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  Allen  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  upon 
the  question,  which  were  agreed  to  be  ttken.  and 
stood— yeas  80,  nays  70,  as  follows : 

Yi*»— Abraham  Baldwin,  David  Bard,  Lemne) 
Benton.  Nathan  Bryan,  Denist?  Burgea,  John  Clop- 
ton,  Lucas  Etmendorph,  John  Fowler,  Matthew  Locke, 
Matthew  Lyon.  Nathaniel  Macon,  Blair  McClcnuhan, 
Jowph  McDowell,  Anthony  New,  WiUiam  Smilhr 
Ridiard  Stanford,  Thomu  Snmtei,  Abram  Trigg, 
PbJlip  Van  Cortlandt,  and  Robnt  WilUama. 

Naii — John  Alien,  George  Baer,  jr.,  Bailey  Bsrtlett, 
James  A.  Bayard,  Thoiou  Blount,  Richud  Bient, 
David  Brooki,  Btephen  Bullock,  Chiirtopher  G.  Champ- 
lin,  John  Clupman,  Thomaa  Claibome,  William  C  C> 
Claiborne,  Jamee  Codirsn,  Jo^ua  Coit,  Wiltiam  Cnfti 
Samuel  W.  Dana,  ThomM  T.  Davin,  John  Dawaon, 
John  Dennia,  George  Dent,  William  Edmond,  Thomas 
Evana,  Abiel  Foster,  Dwight  Farter,  Jonathan  Fr*»- 
msn,  Albert  Gallatin,  James  Gillespie,  Henry  Glen, 
Chauncey  Goodrich,  Andrew  Gregg,  Roger  GiisMoldi 
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Williun  Bairy  Aore,  John  A.  Huina,  Robert  Ooodloe 
Hatmr,  Cuter  B.  Hinuon,  Thomu  Hutlej,  Jonadiui 
N.  Hakim,  JoMph  Hebter,  Williun  Hindmui,  DaTid 
Holmaa,  Heiekuh  L.  Howaer,  Junei  H.  Iml>7,  Wkller 
JoDce,  John  WilkM  Kitten,  Sunuel  LjmiiQt  Jamei 
Mkchir,  William  MkUhewt,  John  Milledge,  Duiiel 
Morgui,  Lewie  R.  Moiris,  Huriwiii  G.  Ode,  Josith 
Perker,  John  Seed,  Junee  Scbureman,  Sucuel  SemJI, 
William  Shapard,   Thomaa  SinnickaoD,   Samael  8it- 


TiUinghHt,  John  Trigg,  John  E.  Van  Alan,  Joaepb 
Tamum,  Ahnham  Vanable,  Peleg  Wadiwailh,  and 
John  Williame. 

The  queition  then  came  np  on  the  bill's  going 
lo  a  thiiil  reading;  wbeo 

Mr.  Brent  Mid  be  voted  ktrainst  the  ameod- 
tnent  oJlered  by  the  gentleman  Trom  North  Caro- 
lina, l^anse  he  apprehended  its  efiects  would  be 
to  involve  us  in  war  with  two  countries  instead  of 
one.  The  ameaitment  of  the  genttemaa  from 
Norlii  Carolina  was  lo  strike  out  the  word  mieih.  in 
the  bill,  in  which  instance  the  commaDders  of  our 
•rated  vessels  would  have  been  directed  by  the 
Preiideni  to  seize  and  take  the  vessels  of  any  na- 
tions that  shall  have  committed,  or  are  louod 
hovering  on  our  coast  for  the  purpose  of  comraii- 
ting,  depredations  on  the  commerce  of  the  United 
Stales.  As  ihe  bill  now  stands,  it  will  only  apply 
to  French  depredations;  if  amended  as  pioposed, 
it  would  have  applied  to  Great  Britain,  or  any 
oAer  country  wboae  subjects  or  citizens  are  un- 
lawfully spollaEiog  oar  commerce— as  he  believed 
tliat  the  laws  of  nations  and  the  stipulations  of 
treaties  had  been  vic^ated  in  relation  to  us,  not 
mily  br  the  French,  but  the  British  also,  he  con- 
•ideTea  the  tendency  of  this  amendment  might 
be  to  involve  us  in  war  with  Oreat  Britain,  and 
he  did  not  wish  to  increase  the  number  of  foes 
with  whom  we  were  to  engage  in  hostility.  That 
he  was  accurate  in  his  opinion  that  the  armed 
vessels  of  Great  Britain  were  at  this  time  in  the 

r slice  of  violating  our  neutral  rights,  seemed  to 
acknowledged  by  others,  and  particularly  by 
ihe  member  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Otib,)  who 
had  of^xMed  the  amendment,  with  a  sngsestion 
that  in  the  event  of  an  open  rupture  with  France, 
it  might  be  expedient  for  us  to  call  in  the  aid  of 
England,  and,  sapposing  the  amendment  might 
have  a  tendency  to  create  irritation  between  that 
country  and  this,  it  was  improper  that  at  [his 
crisiB  It  abotild  be  adopted.  This  reasoning  of 
the  gentleman  from  Massachuseits  could  only  be 
derived  from  an  admission  that  Great  Britain  did 
not  at  this  time  respect  our  neutral  rights;  for,  as 
the  amendment  only  authorized  the  seizure  of 
Teseeb  spoliating  our  lawful  commerce,  there 
could  be  no  danger  that  such  a  regulation  would 
involve  us  in  war.  or  prodace  a  coolness  with 
Gireat  Britain,  without  a  previous  acknowledg- 
ment that  her  armed  vessels  were  illegally  depre- 
dalii^  onr  commerce,  and  consequeDtly  woula  be 
affeoted  by  the  general  provision  of  the' amend- 
ment, which,  instead  of  confining  our  reprisals 
lo  French,  extended  it  to  vessels  of  all  nations 
thns  acting  illegally  in  TelatioD  to  ours. 


Thongh,  Mr.  Bubnt  said,  he  was  not,  under 
any  circumstances,  like  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts, for  embarking  our  destiny  with  that  of 
Gh«Bi  Britain  in  her  present  contest  with  France ; 
though  he  should  consider  such  an  event  as  one 
of  the  most  deplorable  which  could  befall  the 
United  Scales,  yet  he  was  willing  and  even  stu- 
dious to  Reserve  peace  with  Great  Britain,  not- 
wiihstaodiog  the  many  injuries  we  had  received 
from  that  quarter;  on  the  same  principle,  from 
the  same  desire  to  preserve  the  tranquillity  of  this 
country,  he  was  opposed  to  the  bill  itself.  He 
considered  this  bill  as  perhaps  determining  the 
question,  whether  or  not  there  should  remain  a 
possibihty  of  reconcilii^  our  differences  with  the 
French  Republic.  He  considered  this  bill  as 
probably  dispelling  every  ray  of  hope  which  yet 
remained  of  a  reconciliation  taking  place,  and  he 
hoped  gentlemen  would  pause  a  moment  before 
they  aoopted  a  measure  so  serious  and  awful..- 
He  did  not  see  that  we  were  at  present  exposed 
to  any  greater  danger,  of  our  commerce  to  any 
great  extent  to  ravages  more  considerable  than 
we  bad  experienced  l^r  some  time  past. 

He  acknowledged  that  our  commerce  had  re- 
ceived great  ana  repeated  injuries  from  France; 
that  it  had  long  felt  their  injuries  and  still  contin- 
ued to  suffer ;  yel,  under  all  these  circumstances,  a 
disposition  has  been  constantly  evinced,  and  he  be- 
lieved was  still  sincerely  cherished  by  thegreal  mass 
of  our  people,  that  recourse  shoulj  not  be  bad  to  the 
last  fatal  resori,  till  every  mode  of  amicable  nego- 
tiation had  been  attempted,  and  every  rational 
hope  of  a  peaceable  adjustment  of  our  complaints 
was  exhausted.  From  these  impressions,  and  at 
a  period  when  our  commerce  was  suffering  their 
uDJuel  depredations,  we  had  sent  Commissioners 
to  the  French  nation ;  and  was  it  proper,  until  we 
were  certainly  advised  that  our  Commissioners  bad 
left  France,  or  that  every  hope  of  their  effecting 
the  object  of  their  mission  was  to  be  abandoned,  to 
precipitate  a  measure,  the  probable  effect  of  which 
woulo  be  to  destroy  all  prospect  of  reconciliation, 
even  if,  at  the  present  momeot,  our  Commission- 
ers should  be  engaged  in  a  treaiyT  Mr.  B.  said, 
that  neither  the  despatches  which  we  had  received 
from  our  Commissioners,  nor  any  othet  intelli- 
gence from  abroad,  that  be  was  acquainted  with, 
compelled  a  belief  that  every  possibility  of  ne- 
gotiation was  past ;  on  the  contrary,  it  was  per- 
haps strictly  within  the  bounds  of  probability,  that, 
when  the  Qovernment  of  France  discovered  an 
inflexible  disposition  on  our  part  not  to  accede  to 
terms  dishonorable  or  disadvantageous,  others  of 
a  less  exceptionable  nature  would  be,  and  perhaps 
before  this  have  been,  proposed.  But,  in  every 
event,  what  is  now  a  matter  of  conjecture,  a  few 
weeks  will  reduce  to  cettointy ;  a  few  weeks  must 
brinzuscertain  and  decisiveaccounls  from  Europe, 
and  he  was  for  postponing  all  deliberation  respect- 
ing the  very  delicate  subject  under  consideration 
lilt  this  intelligenoe  arrived.  At  present,  he  be- 
lieved it  would  be  premature  and  mexpedient  to 
adopt  the  proposed  measures,  and  should  therefore 
refuse  to  give  them  his  assent. 

The  question  on  the  bill  going  (o  a  thiid  read- 
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iof^,  was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  stoixl — 51  to 
39,  as  follows : 

Yiis — John  Allen,  George  Bur,  jr.,  Baitej  Bartlett, 
Ju.  A.  Ba.yaid,  David  Brooka,  Stephen  Bullock,  Cfaiia- 
topher  G.  Champlin,  John  Chapman,  Jamaa  Cochian, 
Joabua  Ctrit,  Witliani  Craik,  Samael  W.  Dua,  Thomaa 
T.  DaTi4,  Jahn  Dennis,  George  Deal,  WUliam  EdmonJ, 
Thomaa  Evans,  AUel  Foster,  Dwight  Foaler,  Jonalban 
Freeman,  Henry  Glen,  Chaunccy  Goodrich,  Koget  Grie- 
woM,  Win.  BanjGravo,  Robert  GoodloBHupar/rhoa. 
Hartley,  William  Hindmui,  Hezekiah  L.  Honner,  June* 
H.  Imlay,  John  Wilk»  Kitteia,  Samuel  Lyman,  James 
Machir,  William  Mattbews,  Daniel  Morgan,  Lewis  R. 
Horria,  Harrison  G.  Otis,  Josiab  Pulter,  John  Reed, 
Junes  Schureman,  Samuel  Sevall,  William  Sfaepjrd, 
Thoa.  Sinniekson,  Samuel  Sitgresves,  Nalbaniel  Smith, 
George  Thatcher,  Richard  Thomas,  Mark  Thomson, 
Thomas  Tillinghast,  John  E.  Van  Aleti,  Peleg  Wada- 
wortb,  and  John  Williams. 

Nats— Abraham  Baldwin,  Daiid  Bard,  Lemuel  Ben- 
ton, Thomaa  Blount,  Richinl  Brent,  Nathan  Brjan, 
Daoiaej  Burges,  Thomas  Claiborne,  William  Charles 
Cole  Cluborne,  John  Clopton,  John  Dawaon,  Lucas  Et- 
mendorph,  John  Fowler,  Albert  Gallatin,  James  Gillespie, 
Andrew  Gregg,  John  A.  Hanna.  Carter  B.  Hstrison, 
Jonathan  N.  Havens,  Joseph  Heiater,  David  Holmea, 
Walter  Jonea,  Matthew  Locke,  Matthew  Lyon,  Na- 
Aaniel  Macon,  Blair  McClenachan,  Joseph  McDowell, 
John  Mitlodge,  Anthony  New,  William  Smith,  Richard 
Sprigg,  jr.,  Richard  Stanford,  Thomas  Sumter,  Abtun 
Tngg,  John  Trigg,  Philip  Van  Cortlaodt,  Joseph  B. 
Vamum,  AbrahamrVenable,  and  Robert  Wiltiama. 

The  bill  having  been  determined  to  be  read  a 
third  lime,  the  usual  question  was  put  by  the 
Speaker,  "For  what  day  shall  it  be  made  the 
order  1"     Monday  and  to-day  were  answered. 

Mr.  Gallatin  hoped  Monday  would  be  the  day. 
He  did  not  see  the  necessity  for  passing  the  bill  to- 
day. But  il  was  said,  the  House  ousht  not  to  ex- 
eretse  their  discretion  upon  this  subject,  because 
French  piivateers  are  within  our  Capes.  To  this, 
he  replied,  that  if  there  was  any  invasion  of  oiir 
junsdiclion,and  depredations  committed  within  it, 
the  President  of  tne  United  Slates  had  power  to 
repel  them  without  this  law.  He  knew  he  had  it, 
because  the  power  is  expressly  given  to  him  in  the 
law  respecting  the  revenue  cutters;  and  he  knew 
the  power  had  been  used  by  him  when  a  veasel, 
taken  by  a  privateer  within  our  jurisdiction,  had 
been  restored  to  the  owner  by  the  Preiident.     He 

Seed  with  the  gentleman  from  Delaware,  that 
President  had  not  power  to  employ  an  armed 
force  to  make  reprisals  of  vessels  within  our  juris- 
diction which  may  have  takett  vessels  belonging 
to  the  United  States. 

Besidea,  he  understood  that  the  Senate  were  not 
in  session  to-day,  and  therefore  the  bill,  if  passed 
to-day.  could  not  go  any  sooner  to  the  Senate  than 
if  it  passed  on  Monday.  If,  therefore,  it  could  not 
haalen  the  final  passage  uf  the  bill  by  goiDg  to  the 
Senate  to-day.  he  wished  to  know  wliat  other  rea- 
son could  be  given  for  so  hasty  a  proceeding?  He 
saw  none.  He  saw  one  reason  for  not  pasaias  it. 
Bvery  hour  might  be  expected  to  bring  despatches 
from  our  Ministers.  It  ■ins  known  lliat  a  veasel 
had  arrived  from  France,  which  is  said  to  have 


brought  accounts  up  lo  the  8th  of  ApriL  Perhaga 
she  may  bring  information  that  would  produce 
unaniinily  of  opinion  as  to  the  propriety  ofpastitig 
this  bill. 

Mr.  Craik  rose  to  correct  an  asaerlion  of  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  that  the  President 
had  now  all  the  power  which  waa  necessary  to 

Eroteci  our  property  within  the  jurisdiction  line. 
r  he  recollected  rightly,  the  power  given  to  the 
President,  in  the  law  respecting  the  revenue  cnt-  m 
ters,  was  only  applicable  to  the  cutters;  but,  even 
admitting  the  President  had  the  risht  which  the 
gentleman  mentioned,  he  wished  to  xtiow  whetha 
the  President  could  employ  it  so  as  lo  give  effee- 
iubI  protection  to  our  commerce?  He  certtiiilf 
could  not  employ  it  in  the  manner  directed  by  thu 
bill,  which  coula  alone  be  effectual. 

Mr.  Venablb  did  not  suppose  any  gentleman 
had  doubted  that  the  President  of  the  United  Suiea 
had  the  power  to  use  any  force  under  his  com- 
mand for  the  defence  of  property  within  the  juris- 
diciioo  of  the  United  Sutes.  He  had  not  that 
power  by  law  only,  but  by  the  Constitution.  BuL 
if  this  is  not  the  case,  this  bill  could  not,  as  had 
already  been  observed,  go  to  the  Senate  till  Monday, 
and  he  did  not  suppose  the  President  would  pro 
ceed  to  act  under  it  until  it  became  a  law.  He 
supposed  there  would  be  a  majority  of  the  Hodm 
to  pass  this  bill,  whether  il  was  passed  to-day  ot 
on  Monday  ;  but  he  thought  some  respect  due  lo 
the  wishes  of  gentlemen  who  were  desirous  of  the 
usual  course  being  taken  with  this  bill.  Il  is  aa 
important  question  to  this  country.  We  are  about 
to  appeal  to  arms  in  a  cause  which  many  gentle- 
man had  anxiously  hoped  might  have  been  aettled 
by  negotiation,  and  wbo  are  not  fully  convinced 
that  every  hope  of  tbia  kind  is  yet  done  away. 
And  can  these  gentlemen  be  blamed  for  wishiitg 
to  put  oiT  the  solemn  decision  for  one  day  T  For 
his  own  part,  he  should  never  r^et  havbg  given 
his  opposition  to  these  steps.  He  had  for  a  long 
time  believed  thateverymeusurewhich  waa  brought 
forward  had  in  view  a  rupture  with  France,  and 
he  believed  this  was  a  closing  vole.  He  hoped,  a* 
it  was  a  questionof  so  serious  a  nature,  gentlemen 
might  not  be  pressed  to  vote  upon  it  to-day. 

Mr.  J.  Pabeer  said,  as  it  could  make  no  differ- 
ence whether  this  bill  pasaed  to-day  or  on  Monday, 
be  should  be  in  favor  of  Monday,  as  it  is  poasible 
the  vessel  which  had  been  mentioned  might  bring 
some  advices  from  our  Envoys,  though  he  ex- 
pected nothing  more  favorable  from  that  quarter 
ihan  bad  been  already  received.  As  it  waa  said  a 
French  privateer  was  within  our  boundary,  it  tra* 
probable  she  might  commit  some  depredation 
which  might  be  heard  of  b^oie  Monday,  which 
would  convince  every  one  of  the  neceasity  of  pasa- 
ine  Ibis  bill. 

Mr.  Otis  saw  no  reason  for  delaying  the  paasage 
of  this  bill  till  Monday,  arising  from  the  poaaibility 
of  the  vessel,  which  was  said  to  have  amved  from 
France,  having  brought  any  news  ;  becau>e,if  in> 
formation  should  be  received  from  our  Commii- 
siooers  which  would  give  a  different  aspect  to  OUI 
affairs,  the  President  of  the  United  States  could 
refrain  from  giving  these  isstractiona.    If  this  hill 
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wu  pMsed  today,  il  roi^bt  be  leporled  to  the 
Senate  on  Monday  morning  ;  but  if  it  was  post- 
poned till  Monday,  gentlemen  might  come  witb 
fresh  motions  and  speeches,  and  produce  a  further 
delay. 

Mr.  Datih  hoped  the  passage  of  thi^  bill  would 
not  be  insisted  upon  to-day.  This  subject  bad 
but  very  latelv  been  referred  to  a  select  commit- 
tee, and  they  had  made  an  expeditious  report.  Me 
had  just  given  his  vote  in  favor  of  the  bill'a  pass- 
ing to  a  third  reading)  but  if,  contrary  to  the 
usage  of  the  House,  he  should  be  called  upon  to 
TOte  on  the  passage  of  the  bill  to-day,  be  should 
vote  against  it. 

Mr.  Bayard  was  not  willing  to  postpone  the 
third  reading  of  this  bill  till  Monday,  for  the  rea- 
son which  bad  been  given,  viz;  because  the  Senate 
is  not  now  sitting.  After  the  bill  had  passed  this 
House,  its  going  again  to  the  Senate  was  known  to 
be  a  mere  matter  of  form.  Therefore,  the  mo- 
ment the  bill  passes  this  House,  the  President  will 
be  able  to  take  measures  immediately  as  if  the  bill 
bad  actuallr  passed  through  all  its  forms.  But, 
antil  the  bill  had  absolutely  passed  this  House,  it 
would  be  impossible  for  the  President  to  know  to 
a  certainty  that  some  members  might  not,  though 
they  hadaithertovotediafavorof  the  bill  (as  they 
bad  beard  one  gentleman  say  he  intendea  to  do) 
when  il  came  to  pass,  vote  against  it.  Mr.  B.  again 
(poke  of  the  power  of  the  President  as  to  the  pro- 
tection of  propeity  within  oar  jurisdiction,  and 
■aid  that  the  French  vessel  which  had  been  allud- 
ed to  might  remain  for  any  length  of  time  within 
our  capes,  provided  it  committed  no  hostility  there, 
without  the  President's  having  the  power  to  re- 
move her. 

One  word  with  respect  to  the  probability  of  des- 
patches being  received  from  our  Envoys  before 
Monday.  The  House  had  before  been  told  of  an 
arrival  here,  and  referred  to  the  coffee-house  hooka, 
to  prove  that  our  Commissioners  were  received. 
If  the  passing  of  the  bill  was  delayed  till  Monday, 
he  supposed  the  House  would  be  again  told  of  an 
arrival  at  Boston,  Norfolk,  or  some  other  port,  and 
a  farther  delay  asked  for,  until  we  should  hear 
whether  something  might  not  be  done  to  make  thia 
law  unnecessary.  If  we  mean  to  act  at  all,  Mr.  B. 
said,  the  soonet  we  be^an  the  belter. 

Mr.  Vaknum  said,  since  the  bill  would  become 
a  law  as  soon  if  passed  on  Monday,  as  to-day,  he 
coold  not  see  why  the  motion  was  objected  to. 
This  question,  Mr.  V.saiil,  was  of  thegreatest  im- 
portance, as  it  went  to  plunging  the  country  into 
a  war  from  which  it  might  not  be  extricated  for 
many  years  to  come.  Yet  gentlemen  act  as  if 
they  are  afraid  intelligence  should  be  received  be- 
fore this  bill  becomes  a  law,  which  shall  make  it 
onnecessary.  Indeed,  it  appeared  tu  him,  that  there 
are  certain  gentlemen  in  the  House  who  are  deter- 
mined to  have  t,  war  with  France,  at  any  rate. 

Mr.  V.  said,  it  had  had  been  coiniiUined  that  an 
allusion  had  been  made  to  the  couee-house  books 
of  this  city,  respecting  certain  information  from 
France;  he  did  not  thmk  that  was  more  out  of  or- 
der, than  what  waa  heard  one  day  about  French 
prirateera  having  landed  men  on  the  coast — ano- 


ther, about  their  being  it 

out  vessels  from  thence. 

no  doubt,  were  raised  to  ioflueoce  the  vi 

bers  of  ifiis  House.    The  public  would  doubtlesi 

see  them  in  this  light. 

Mr.  S1TQBEAVB8  said,  as  the  gentleman  last  up 
appeared  to  have  some  doobt  as  to  the  fact  of  a 
French.prirateer's  being  within  the  bay  of  Dela- 
ware, he  would  read  the  information  lately  given 
by  a  Captain  Canby,  on  oath,  at  the  office  of  the 
Secretary  of  State.  [This  certificate  has  appeared 
in  the  papers :  it  speaks  of  having  seen  a  French 
privateer  four  miles  within  the  oav-]  He  would 
add,  that  with  respect  to  the  vessel  arrived  from 
Bordeaux  to-day,  she  brings  information  that  our 
Commissioners  were  yet  in  Paris,  hut  not  received 
by  the  Directory.  She  lef^  Bordeaux  the  8th  April, 
so  that  the  hope  of  receiving  any  favorable  news 
by  her  could  not  be  indulg^.  Mr.  S.  observed, 
that  thb  bill  was  intended  to  meet  a  case  of 
emergency,  and  it  was  proper,  to  get  it  passed  as 
soon  as  possible.  If  he  saw  it  passed  to-day,  he 
should  be  sure  there  C4uld  be  no  difficulty  about  it 
next  week;  but, if  it  was  postponed  till  Monday, 
he  should  be  afraid  of  further  time  being  spent 
upon  it.  The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  (Mr. 
Davib)  had  already  said,  it  wonlU  not  be  proper 
to  pass  this  bill  while  our  Envoy»  are  in  Paris, 
therefore,  though  the  question  were  postponed  till 
Monday,  hisvoie  could  not  be  expected.  He,thra»- 
fore,  saw  no  reason  for  the  delay. 

The  question  on  the  bill's  being  read  a  third  time 
on  Monday,  wes  put  and  ne^tived  49  to  41.  The 
[uestion  on  reading  it  a  third  time  to-day,  was 


question 


The  bill  was  accordingly  read  the  third  time 
and  passed  by  yeas  50,  nays  40,  as  follows : 

TiAS — John  Allen,  George  Baer,  jr.,  BsjIct  Bsit- 
lett,  James  A.  Bayard,  David  Brooks,  Stephen  Bullu^ 
Chriitoph<<T  G.  Champlin,  John  Cfaspman,  James  Coeh- 
lan,  Jinbua'Coit,  WilUam  Crsik,  Bsmnel  W.  Dans, 
John  Dennis,  George  Dent,  William  Edmond,  Thomas 
Evans,  Abiel  Foster,  Owigbt  Potter,  Jonathan  Freeman, 
Henry  Glen,  ChsunceT-  Goodrich,  Roger  Griawol^ 
William  Barry  Grove,  Robert  Ooodloe  Harper,  Tho- 
mas Hartley,  Witbsm  Hindman,  Hezekiah  L.  Homer, 
James  H.  Lnlay,  John  Wilkes  Kitteia,  Samnel  Lymui, 
James  Macbir,  .William  Mstthewa,  Daniel  Ho^m, 
Lewis  R.  Morris,  Hanison  G.  Otis,  Josiah  Paikec, 
John  Reed,  James  Schnremsn,  ttamarf  Bewail,  WiUiam 
Shepard,  Thomas  Binnickson,  Samoel  Bilgrsaves,  Na- 
thaniel Smith,  George  Thatcher,  Richard  Thomai,  Hai^ 
Thomson,  Thomas  'hllinghast,  John  E.  Van  Alea,  P»- 
1^  Wadaworth,  and  John  WiUianM. 

Nais — Abraham  Baldwin,  DaiidBard,  Lemnel  Ben- 
ton, Thoe.  BIoQDt,  Bicbard  Brent,  Nalhaa  Bryan,  Dem- 
sey  Burgee,  Thomas  Clubonw,  Wiiliam  Charles  Cole 
Claiborne,  John  CloplOD,  Thomas  T.  Dsiia,  John  Daw^ 
son,  Lucas  Elmendui^  John  Fowler,  Albert  Osllatin, 
James  QUleapie,  Andrew  Gregg,  John  A.  Hanns,  Carlar 
B.  Harrison,  Jonathan  N.  Havens,  Joseph  Hsialei,  Da- 
vid Holmes,  Waiter  Jones,  MatUiew  Locke,  Matthew 
Lyon,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Blair  McClMiachsn,  Joae^ 
McDowdl.  John  Milledg*,  Anthony  New,  William 
Smith,  Ridiard  ^tigg,  jr.,  Richard  Stanford,  Thomas 
anmtsr,  Abram  Tiigg,  John  Tiigft  Philip  Tan  Cort- 
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landt,  JoMfih  B.  Vunum,  Abrabam  V«uM^  tnd  Rob- 


The  several  orders  of  the  day  were  further  post- 
poned tmtil  MoDday  next. 

Monday,  May  28. 

The  usual  hour  of  proceeding  to  business  bar- 
ing arrived,  the  Clerli  informed  ihe  members  pre- 
sent that  he  had  just  heard  that  the  Speaker  was 
10  much  indisposed  as  not  to  he  able  to  attend  the 
House  this  morn  log. 

Mr.  D.  Foster  moved  that  the  House  proceed 
to  the  choice  of  a  Speaker  pro  tempore,  which 
ntoiion  was  carried ;  the  balfots  were  collected, 
and  Messrs.  Baldwin  and  Rctledoe  being  called 
to  tell  the  voiea,  it  appeared  thai  Mr.  Dent  had 
SI  votes,  which  being  a  verv  large  majority  of  the 
membera  present  (indeed  all  except  two  or  three 
scattering  votes  to  four  or  five  other  members)  he 
was  Bccordinglv  declared  to  be  elected,  and  con- 
ducted 10  the  Chair  accordingly. 

Mr.  Habper  proposed  the  following  resolution 
for  adaption,  which  lies  on  the  table  till  to- 
morrow : 

Reiohed,  Thai  it  i>  expedient  to  nupend  lU  aaa- 
mereul  intarconne  bMweaD  the  United  States  and  the 
French  Kepablic,  or  hei  jtomttmont,  until  an  adimil' 
rnent  of  ths  existing  difleTencei  between  the  two  Pow- 
«av  ihaU  be  B&cied. 

Mr.  Habpgs  laid  a  resolution  upon  ihe  table 
calling  upon  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  lay 
before  the  House  annually,  as  soon  as  tnay  be 
after  the  meetine  of  every  session  of  Congress,  a 
Matemeui  of  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  im- 
ported into  the  United  Stales  durine  the  preceding 
year;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  [able. 

Mi.  SiTOREAVGa  called  up  the  resolution  which 
belaid  upon  the  table  a  few  days  ago,  directing 
the  Allomey  General  of  the  United  States  lo  re- 
port the  plan  of  a  general  law  for  the  relief  of  in- 
solvent debtorsj  which,  after  some  objeciioas  from 
Mr.  CoiT,  was  agreed  to,  without  a  division. 

A  bill  from  the  Senate  was  read,  alieriog  and 

extending   the    Judicial    Courts  of  the  Uoiied 

States ;  which  was  twice  read,  and  referred  to  a 

select  committee  of  five  members. 

MARINE  CORPS. 

Mr.  Sewall  called  for  the  order'of  the  day  on 
the  report  of  the  Committee  for  the  Protection  of 
Commerce  and  the  Defence  of  the  Couniry,  pro- 
posing an  arrangement,  in  one  cor()s,  of  the  ma- 
rines, who  are  or  shall  be  engaged  in  the  service 
of  the  United  States,  and  by  annexing  them  to 
the  existing  Military  Establishment,  to  consist  of 
a  major  and  suitable  commissioned  and  non-com- 
missiotted  officers,  500  privates,  and  the  necessary 


Mr.  G4LL,AT[N  wished  the  committee  who  made 
this  report,  would  iofoim  the  House  how  many 
men  wouU  be  wanted  on  board  the  several  armed 
vessels  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  J.  Parker  said  the  United  States  have 
three  frigates,  twelve  ships,  and  ten  galleys.  The 
two  44  gun  frigates  will  require  fifty  tnarinee 
«Wili}  o^e  of  3<t  will  need  48  loea;  two  vessels <^ 


22  guns  each,  will  want  25  each ;  two  vessels  of 
20  guns  will  require  the  same  number ;  eight  vea- 
sels  of  16  guns  each  will  need  SO  men  each ;  and 
ten  galleys  each  10  men,  m|king  in  the  whole 
518,  exclusive  of  sergeants  and  music.  There 
will  be  no  additional  expense  attending  the  change 
except  the  pay  of  a  major,  and  it  would  be  much 
more  convenient  to  be  thus  organized,  than  to 
remain  as  at  present. 

Mr.  Vaskuh  wished  to  know  whether  these 
nieu  could  ever  be  tosetber  so  as  to  enable  the 
commandins  officer  of  a  battalion    to  discipliM 


means  of  bringing  them  together  for  the  purpose. 
Besides,  those  marines  who  have  engaged  in  the 
service,  hare  engaged  to  serve  on  board  ship,  and 
not  on  land,  so  uiat  this  law  woald  hare  a  cetrt^ 
speccive  effect  on  those  men,  now,  to  say  they 
snould  serve  both  on  sea  and  land. 

Mr.  Sewall  could  not  say  that  these  marines 
could  be  brought  together  lo  be  disciplined  ;  bnt 
the  major  would  superintend  Ihe  whole,  hear  com- 
plaints, and  attend  to  the  recruiting  service.  H* 
would  also  hare  to  attend  to  the  fortifications,  and 
take  a  great  deal  of  trouble  from  the  War  Office. 
The  men  would  also  sometimes  be  on  shore,  and 
without  some  officer  it  appointed,  they  would  be 
solely  under  the  care  of  the  lieuteuanl.  He  b^ 
lieved,  upon  the  whole,  much  advantage  and 
economy  would  be  derived  from  it. 

The  question  being  pni  upon  the  report,  it  wm 
agreed  ti>~S4  voles  Ming  for  it. 

The  committee  then  rose,  and  the  House  agreed 
to  the  report,  after  a  few  observations  from  Mr. 
Gallatin,  hoping  that,  when  the  bill  was  brought 
in,  this  corps  of  marines  would  not  be  made  a  pwr- 
manent  part  of  the  Military  Establishment ;  but 
only  have  the  same  duration  with  the  laws  foe 
equipping  and  keeping  in  employment  the  Brmed 

The  select  committee  was  directed  to  report  t 
bill  accordingly. 

POST  OFFICES,  Ac 

On  motion  of  Mr.  W.  C.  Clathobne,  the  House 
went  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  biU 
making  alterations  in  the  present  law  respecting 
post  offices  and  post  roads,  Mr.  Sitoreaves  in  the 
Chair ;  and  after  making  a  number  of  amend- 
ments in  the  bill,  the  committee  rose,  and  had 
leave  lo  sit  again. 

Tuesday,  May  20, 
The  Speaker  attended  and  took  the  Chair. 
The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  th^  ac- 
counts of  the  Commissioners  of  the  City  of  Wash- 
ing from  the  I8th  November,  1797,  lo  the  18th, 
May,  T708,  which  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Sewall  reported  a  bill  for  establishiiur  and 
organizing  a  battalion  of  infantry,  to  be  called  a 
Marine  Corps,  which  was  committed    for    to- 

POBT  OFHCE  BILL. 
The  bill  respecting  poet  ofiicee  and  post  roada 
being  the  order  of  the  day, 
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Mr.  CoiT  moved  to  discharge  the  Ci 
of  the  Whole  from  the  further  coDxidcration  of 
thii  subject.  It  must  be  evident,  fVom  the  eipe- 
lience  of  f  esteiday,  that  it  would  not  be  possible 
to  get  through  this  business  in  any  reasonable 
time,  from  the  great  number  of  roads  which  had 
been  introduced  into  it ;  and  he  did  not  believe, 
that  at  this  late  period  of  the  session,  while  so 
much  important  public  business  was  before  them, 
that  they  ought  to  proceed  with  it. 

The  motion  was  put  and  carried— 38  to  35,  and 
the  further  consideration  of  the  subject  was  then 
postponed  till  the  next  session  of  Congress, 

Mr.  Harpbb  called  up  the  resolution  which  he 
yesterday  laid  upon  the  table  for  suspeudine  the 
commercial  intercourse  between  the  United  States 
and  France,  and  moved  to  refer  it  to  the  Commit- 
tee for  the  Protection  of  Commerce  and  the  De- 
fence of  the  Couniryj  to  report  by  bill  or  other- 
wise, which  was  carried  without  a  division. 

Mr.  Harper  proposed  a  resolution  calling  upon 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  lay  an  annual 
■uiement  of  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  im- 
ported into  the  United  Slates,  as  early  as  may  be 
sf^er  the  commencement  of  each  session,  distin- 
guishing quantity,  value,  &c.,  which  was  agreed  to. 
COLLECTION  OF  DIRECT  TAXES. 

Mr.  Qallatin  called  for  the  order  of  the  day 
on  the  bill  providing  for  the  assessment  and  col- 
lection of  direct  taxes;  which  being  agreed  to, 
the  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  that  bill ;  and  after  A  number  of  blanks 
had  been  filled, 

Mr.  G.  said,  the  principle  of  this  bill  was  to  lay 
ft  tax  on  real  estates  and  slaves;  but  informing  it, 
a  distinction  has  been  made  between  houses  and 
other  teal  property;  they  are  to  be  enumerated 
and  valued  by  themselTes,  and  classed  in  the  man- 
ner in  which  they  stand  in  the  bill,  and  a  specific 
tax  to  be  laid  upon  them.  So  that  out  of  the  pro- 
portion of  any  one  Stale  ot  the  two  millions  of 
dollars  proposed  to  be  raised  from  the  whole  of 
this  tax,  when  all  the  houses  are  enumerated  and 
taxed  according  to  a  certain  rate,  and  tbe  slaves 
(where  there  are  any)  enumerated,  the  remainder 
of  the  amount  to  be  raised  by  the  tax,  is  lo  be 
levied  upon  land.  Mr.  G.  did  not  see  any  great 
Advantage  to  be  derived  from  this  plan,  hut  much 
inconvenience.  According  to  this  arrangement, 
when  a  farm  is  valued,  a  separate  valuation  must 
be  made  of  the  house  and  of  the  land.  This 
would  be  attended  with  difficulty,  as  no  one  could 
say  what  one  would  sell  for  witnout  (he  othi 
ftrmer  never  would  think  of  selling  his  house 
without  bis  farm,  or  his  farm  without  his  house, 
nor  would  any  one  ever  offer  to  purchase  them 
separate ;  yet  the  farmer,  according  to  this  bill, 
will  have  to  pay  a  tai,  for  his  house,  and  a  tax 
for  bis  land,  each  being  valued  apart  from  thi 
other. 

In  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  Mr.  G.  said,  where 
they  are  in  the  habit  of  taxing  land,  no  inconve- 
nience is  found  in  making  a  valuation  of  land; 
and  houses  together.  The  manner  of  doing  this 
it  to  value  the  land,  considering  every  improve- 


upon  it,  and  making  tbe  estimate  accord 
inrly.  To  value  them  separately  would  be  diffi 
:ult,  and, must  be  done  by  some  arbitrary  rule ;  for 
:he  valuation  could  not  be  made  according' lo  what 
each  would  sell  for,since  they  never  weresold  apart, 
nor  could  a  tax  be  laid  inaiscriminately  on  town 
and  farm  bouses  in  proportion  to  what  each  might 
have  cost  in  building,  without  being  extremely 
unequal,  as  a  house  in  town  which  cost  no  more 
in  building  would  produce  to  its  owner  a  much 
greater  rent,  and  was  in  fact  more  productive  and 
valuable  than  a  house  on  a  farm. 

Another  inconveniojce  would  arise  in  respect 
the  Commissioners.  The  houses  being  valued 
classes,  and  the  land  by  itself,  it  would  be  im- 
possible  for  them  to  correct,  revise,  and  adjust,  an 
assessment ;  for  the  bouses  being  put  in  classea 
(and  not  according  lo  the  individual  value  of 
each)  the  Comniissioaers  could  not  taise  or  lower 
their  value,  so  as  to  adjust  and  equalize  the  tax 
upon  (he  whole  State.  It  would  be  impossible  to 
give  the  Commissioneis  power  over  Ine  assess- 
ments ;  they  must  be  taken  as  they  are  made.  And 
if  this  was  lo  be  done  what  security  would  the 
people  of  Pitisbu^h  have  that  the  assessors  of 
Philadelphia  would  value  (behouses  thereat  their 
full  value,  or  upon  the  same  ^M-Jnciple  with  their 
own  assessors?  There  can  be  no  doubt  but  the 
assessors  in  each  place  will  do  relative  justice  to 
the  citizens  in  their  own  district,  .but  no  one  can 
say  that,  in  different  places,  they  will  adopt  the 
same  ideas  as  to  the  value  of  the  property.  On 
this  account,  it  had  always  been  found  necessary 
in  all  the  State  laws  upon  this  subject,  to  give  ft 
power  to  the  Commissioners  to  re^ijate  any  vari- 
ations in  ibis  respect. 

Mr.  G.  understood  that  the  argument  given  id 
favor  of  this  change  is,  that  this  assessment  being 
to  continue  for  a  number  of  years,  and  new  houses 
being  built  from  year  to  year,  it  will  be  necessary 
(0  enumerate  them  every  year,  in  order  to  ascer- 
tain  the  new  houses  built,  and  the  old  ones  taken 
down,  which,  it  is  supposed,  may  be  done  more 
easily  on  the  plan  propwed  by  (he  bill.  But.  in 
Pennsylvania,  where  tne  assessment  is  made  every 
three  years,  no  great  inconvenience  is  experience 
on  this  account.  The  only  consequence  attending 
it  is,  that  houses  built  in  the  meantime  escape 
taxation  until  a  new  assessment  is  made.  Mr.  G. 
believing  that  it  would  be  much  better  to  have 
the  land  and  tbe  improvements  upon  it  valued 
together,  than  to  have  them  separate,  moved  to 
strike  out  the  13tb  section  of  the  bill,  which  con- 
tained the  classification  of  houses.  If  it  were 
struck  out,  the  committee  might  proceed  with  the 
bill  without  recommitting  it. 

Mr.  Habper  said,  Ibis  motion  might  produce 
one  of  two  effects.  It  might  throw  the  houses 
into  the  general  mass  of  property,  as  a  part  of  tbe 
improvements  of  land,  or  it  might  destroy  this 
mode  of  valuing  houses. 

Mr.  H.  believed  that  either  of  these  changes 
would  be  extremely  disadvantageous.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania  had  rose  with  saying 
no  reason  could  be  given  for  making  the  separate 
I  valuation  proposed ;    but,   before  he  sat  down 
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stated  a  very  ^ood  reason  for  it,  without  answer- 
ing  it.  As  this  tax  must  last  for  some  lime,  at 
le^I  Dine  or  ten  years,  it  would  be  desirable  to 
BToid  repeated  assessmeutg,  and  this  could  not  be 
done  but  by  putting  a  separate  value  upon  laads 
and  houses  separately,  in  which  case  it  would  only 
be  necessary  to  attend  to  the  changes  which  took 

5 lace  from  year  to  year  with  respect  to  houses,  for 
oing  wbicn  a  proper  person  might  be  appointed. 
The  geotleinan  from  Pennsylvania  had  said,  no 
inconvenience  was  experienced  id  his  State  froni 
houses  and  lands  being  valued  together ;  but  the 
tax  must  of  necessity  become  very  unequal  from 
the  houses  being  valued  once  in  three  years  only. 
Suppose,  for  instance,  a  person  has  a  house  in 
town  for  which  be  pays  a  tax,  and  his  neighbor 
builds  a  much  better  house  which  may  be  excused 
from  tax  until  a  new  assessment  is  made,  which 


Mr.  H.  did  not  think  there  would  be  that  diffieul- 
,  ty  which  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  had 
spoken  of,  in  valuing  the  honse  upon  a  farm  and 
the  land  separately.  The  land  could  be  valued 
from  its  produce,  and  the  house  from  what  it  cost, 
or,  if  in  town,  by  the  rent  it  produces.  Since, 
however,  valoalions  are  at  best  uncertain,  it  is 
well  to  reduce  that  uncertainty  as  much  as  possi- 
ble ;  and  thb  would  be  effected  by  adopting  the 
plan  proposed  of  keeping  the  lands  and  houses 
•eparate.  Besides,  Mr.  H.  said,  in  valuing  farms, 
houses  were  seldom  taken  any  account  of,  though 
they  differ  much  in  value,  and  of  course  serve  to 
raise  or  lower  the  value  of  a  farm. 

Mi.  H.  supposed  the  mode  proposed  of  classing 
the  houses  would  be  preferable  to  the  putting  a 
aeparate  value  upon  each,  as  any  trifling  differ- 
ence of  value  put  upon  houses  in  the  same  neigh- 
borhood (which  could  not  be  avoided,  but  which 
always  created  discontent)  would  not,  by  this  plan 
of  claasiGcation,  be  discovered.  Besides  that,  it 
would  be  much  easier  to  say  that  a  house  should 
belong  to  a  certain  class,  between  one  value  and 
another,  than  to  put  a  precise  value  upon  it.  And 
tke  placing  a  tax  upon  bouses  accoraing  to  their 
Tilue  is  a  good  way  of  raising  a  tax,  because  it 
calls  upon  men  to  pay  a  tax  according  to  their 
means,  as  men  generally  choose  to  lire  in  houses 
suitable  to  their  ability  to  pay.  By  adopting  this 
plan,  the  weight  of  the  tax  would  be  thrown  upon 
the  towns,  and  it  would  be  lessened  in  the  more 
remote  parta  of  the  Uoion.  It  would  also  fall 
heavier  upon  those  people  who  are  able  to  live  in 
large  houses,  and  of  course  best  able  tu  pay.  As 
it  is  proposed  that  a  house  below  the  value  of  (300 
shall  only  pay  half  a  dollar;  of  $200  value,  and 
less  than  $400,  one  dollar  and  a  half;  but  a  house 
of  between  10,000  and  20,000  dollars,  a  tax  of  123 
dollars.  Houses  of  the  latter  descriptioTi,  it  iscal* 
culated,  will  pay  60,000  dollars ;  and  out  of  the 
two  millions  proposed  to  be  raised  by  tbis  tax, 
1,300,000  dollars,  it  is  supposed,  will  be  raised  from 
houses.  He  hoped,  therefore,  this  section  would 
be  retained. 

The  committee  rose,  and  had  leave  to  sit  again, 
and  the  House  adjourned. 


WBDBBaDAY,  May  30. 

)N  laid  before  the  House  a  resolution 


14th  day  of  June ;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

DIRECT  TAXES. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 

e  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  layingand  collect- 
ing direct  taxes;  when,, the  question  for  striking 
out  the  13th  section  being  under  consideration, 

Mr.  Mt.coH  said,  it  would  be  more  easy  tocarry 
thislaw  into  execution  without  this  section  than 
with  it,  aud,  under  that  impression,  he  should  vote 
for  sirikioK  it  out.  He  could  not  see  why  a  tax 
should  be  laid  upon  a  house,  more  than  any  other 
improvements  erected  on  land.  He  believed  land 
ought  to  be  valued  with  the  houses,  mills,  fur- 
— Es,  and  other  improvements  upon  it ;  otherwise 
vo  persons  live  in  the  same  neighborhood,  and 
chooses  to  improve  his  property  by  the  erect- 
ing of  bouses,  and  the  other  chooses  rather  to 
erect  mills,  dtc.,  the  one  will  be  taxed  for  his  im- 
provements,  and  the  other  not. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  had  yes- 
terday said  there  would  always'  be  great  uncer- 
tainty as  to  the  value  of  property.  This,  Mr.  M. 
acknowledged,  but  thought  it  would  be  best  ascer- 
tained in  this  way,  as  the  putting  a  separate  value 
upon  a  house  and  a  farm   would  be  attended  with 

But  it  was  said,  if  this  mode  was  adopted,  the 
tax  would  fHil  very  lightiv  on  the  people  in  re- 
mole  parts  of  the  Union;  out  he  believed  it  would 
fall  fiill  as  light,  and  be  more  agreeable  to  justic^ 
if  all  improvements  were  valued  ;  and  it  woold 
be  done  with  much  less  inconvenience  than  in 


Mr.  J.  WiLUAMa  opposed  the  striking  out  of 
this  section,  being  fully  persuaded,  from  the  cal- 
culations of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  that 
the  tax  will  be  much  better  collected,  to  be  laid 
principally  on  houses,  in  the  way  proposed  by  tbis 
bill,  than  in  any  other  way.  Nor  did  he  expect 
this  motion  would  have  come  from  the  quarter 
whence  it  did  come.    If  he  recollected  rightly,  the 

Semleman  from  Penosylvania,  (Mr.  Qal.latih,) 
ad,  on  a  former  occasion,  spoken  of  the  great, 
inconvenieoce  which  would  attend  the  collectioa 
of  this  tax  from  farmers  in  the  interior  of  the 
country,  where  there  is  very  little  circulating  me- 
dium. But,  if  the  plan  proposed  b)^  this  bill  is 
adopted,  the  tax  will  fall  very  lightly,  indeed,  upon 
the  new  settlers  of  the  country,  who,  in  general, 
are  men  unable  to  bear  any  considerable  portion 
of  taxes,  but  principally  upon  the  cities,  which 
are  best  able  to  pay. 

If  the  calculation  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury was  to  be  depended  upon,  (and  be  did  not 
doubt  it,)  three-fourths  of  the  proposed  lax  woold 
fall  upon  housesj  and,  if  persona  choose  to  go  to 
the  expense  of  building  large,  elegant  houses,  be 
supposed  they  would  have  no  objection  to  pay  the 
tax  for  them,  according  to  their  value.  Perhaps 
the  rage  for  building  ele^nt  houses  had  gone  too 
far  in  this  country,  andj  if  this  tax  went  to  check 
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it,itwouldnotbelBrDeDled,a!<«icnsesof  tbiskind 
tend  to  obstnici  azricultaral  pursuits,  which  must 
be  considered  as  (he  true  interetts  of  the  country. 
And  those  members,  who,  like  himself,  are  con- 
cerned in  supportiog  the  landed  iaterest,  must,  if 
they  consider  the  reutE  which  are  paid  for  houses  ; 
in  this  city,  be  cooTinced  that  the  mode  of  raising 
the  tax  proposed  by  this  bill,  will  be  most  favora- 
ble to  the  farming  interest.  And,  if  the  tax  should 
be  found  to  fall  too  heavily  upon  persons  living 
in  small  towns,  with  a  few  acres  of  land,  they 
tnighc  give  up  their  places  to  tradesmen  or  me- 
chanics, who  can  belter  aSbrd  to  pay  the  tax  and 
remove  into  the  country. 

Frame  the  bill  as  they  might, Mr.  W. said, they 
could  not  reach  one  hundred  millions  of  property 
in  this  country  ;  but,  by  laying  the  tax  on  boases, 
according  to  their  value,  they  would  come  nearer 
to  the  proportion  of  abilitv  to  pay,  than  by  any  other 
mode  he  knew.  It  was  his  wish  to  lay  taxes  upon 
persons  able  to  pay,  and  to  excuse  those  who  have 
not  money  to  pay  with.  The  riches  of  the  coun- 
try lie  in  the  cities,  and  the  taxes  ou^I,  there- 
for^ principally  to  fall  there. 

The  Kentleman  from  Pennsylvania  inquired 
what  a  house  would  seU  for  in  the  middle  of  a 
farm,  without  the  land.  That  had  nothing  to  do 
with  the  bill.  Doubtless  houses  and  farms  woald 
always  be  sold  together ;  but  it  did  not  follow  that 
they  might  not  be  assessed  aeparately. 

Mr.  W.  liked  this  mode  of  classification,  tirough 
he  thought  some  increase  might  be  made  by  divi- 
ding again  some  of  the  higher  classes  of  houses, 
and  adding  a  higher  rate  of  tax,  in  proportion  to 
the  houses  in  the  higher  classes.  I^is  might  be 
rectified,  if  the  section  was  retained.  He  said  he 
was  opposed  to  a  direct  tax  altogether,  and  in  favor 
of  inaiiect  taxes,  which  persons  pa v  voluntarily, 
and  which  might  in  a  great  degree  oe  avoided,  if 
the  people  chose.  But,  if  the  tax  was  laid  accord- 
ing to  the  present  bill,  it  would  partake,  in  uime 
degree,  of  the  nature  of  an  indirect  tax,  because 
every  man  who  built  a  house  would  know  to  what 
kind  of  tax  it  would  be  subject,  and  fix  his  plan 
accordingly. 

He  would  ask  gentlemen,  who  were  acquainted 
with  the  settlement  of  new  lands,  if  settlers,  mov- 
ing on  new  lands,  oughi  not  to  be  relieved  from 
taxes  as  much  as  possible?  It  was  well  known 
that  new  settlers  underwent  much  hardship  and 
difficulties  from  the  want  of  roads,  bridges,  mills 
&c.,  and  being  distant  from  neighbors.  In  thi 
first  instance,  they  build  a  house  under  the  value  of 
eighty  dollars,  wnich,  bv  this  section,  will  be 
empted  from  taxes,  until,  by  their  industry,  they 
are  enabled  to  build  better  houses  ;  and  the  mor< 
wealthy  would  in  the  present  lime  make  up  thi 
deSciencv. 

As  be  had  been,  and  stitl  was,  concerned  in  thi 
settlement  of  new  lands,  he  well  knew  the  ex- 
pense and  difficulty  attending  new  settlements. 


, .    ■e  ought  to  encourage  settlers  t    „ 
lands,  and  those  persons  who  do  it  should  be  e: 
^mpt  from  public  burdens.    This  section  was  ni 


only  calculated  to  do  this,  but  also  to  relieve  the 
poorer  class  of  our  citizens,  who,  be  thought,  were 
entitled  to  notice. 

Mr.  OrtH  hoped,  with  the  gentleman  lost  up, 
that  this  clause  would  not  be  struck  out.  as  it  in- 
volved an  important  principle  in  the  bifl.  It  was 
Tery  desirable,  Mr.  O.  said,  that  all  taxes  should 
be  equal.  It  was,  perhaps,  impossible  to  establish 
any  principle  when  shali  be  equal  and  unerring. 
All  tliat  could  be  done  was,  to  come  as  near  to 
these  qualities  as  poanible.  by  filing  upon  some 
criterion  of  property,  whicn,  though  not  infallible, 
would  be  the  least  fallacious  ;  so  that  persons  pos- 
sessing these  signs  of  property  might  becalledupon 
'"  pay  a  tax.  not  merely  man  arithmetical  propor- 

n  to  their  poorer  neighbors,  but  in  a  sari  of  artifi- 
cial proportion,  to  be  ascertained  by  experience  and 
observation,  which  should  require  from  them  a 
larger  contribution  than  their  exact  proportions, 
accordins  to  the  valne,  splendor,  and  accommo- 
dations of  the  assumed  standard.  His  opinion  was, 
that  the  mode  of  assessing  the  tax  proposed  by 
this  bill,  would  accomplish  this  purpose  in  as 
great  a  degree  as  possible.     It  must  be  a  wise  Le* 

fislature,  indeed,  that  could  do  it  with  certainty, 
f  iheie  were  no  mode  of  concealing  property,  or 
if  all  that  appeared  was  real,  or  if,  without  arbi- 
trary and  inquisitorial  laws,  men  could  be  com- 
pelled to  disclose  the  true  state  of  their  affairs, 
there  would  be  no  difficulty  in  apportioning  a  tax 
of  this  kind  according  to  the  true  ability  of  the 
individual ;  but  it  is  well  known  that  the  case  is 
very  different.  Immense  property  of  various  de- 
scriptions is  wholly  kept  out  of  sight.  Some  who 
appear  to  be  opulent  are  plunged  in  debt,  and 
compulsory  disclosures  of  property  upon  oath  bind 
the  honest  at  the  expense  of  the  knaves. 

The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  have  re- 
ported a  bill  for  laying  a  tax  on  three  distinct 
objects,  lands,  houses,  and  slaves.  But  it  is  now 
proposed  to  connect  two  of  these  objects  together, 
viz:  lands  and  houses  in  n  general  assessment, 
while  slaves  are  to  be  taxed  by  themselves,  though 
there  appeared  no  more  reason  to  him  for  con- 
necting lands  and  bouses,  than  lands  and  slaves, 
or  houses  and  slaves.  He  knew  of  no  common 
property  between  them.  In  law  they  are  con- 
nected, but  in  the  nature  of  things  have  no  re- 
semblance to  each  other.  What,  said  he,  con- 
stitutes the  value  of  land  7  It  is  its  produce. 
It  is  in  its  nature  a  permanent  and  productive 
capital;  but  houses  are  articles  of  expense,  and 
produce  nothing.  They  are  merely  instrument- 
al (and  when  they  do  not  exceed  the  meas- 
ure of  convenience  they  are  necessary)  to  oui 
enjoying  other  comforts.  But  they  are  not  so 
mucn  connected  with  land^s  slaves,  who  are  em- 
ployed in  its  cultivation.  There  is  not,  therefore, 
~  much  connexion  between  houses  and  land  as 

Iween  land  and  slaves.     The  truth  is  they  are 

Ltirely  distinct  from  each  other. 

If  houses  and  land  are  not  connected  together 
the  nature  of  thinrs,  what  reason  hau  been 

ven  for  connecting  them  7    He  had  only  beard 

le,  which  was.  that  except  they  are  connected, 
t    Commissioners  would  be  obliged  to  rely  wholly 
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upOD  tfaeaccuiacjr  of  ihe  assessor's  reporb,  which 
miEht  be  partial.  But  if  houaea  were  lo  hf  assessed 
at  all,  and  the  assessors  were  diaponed  to  be  par- 
tial, it  will  be  more  difficult  (o  caauect  them, 
when  houses  and  lands  are  included  in  one  com- 
mon valualioD,  than  in  the  event  of  their  being 
edimaied  apart  from  each  oiher.  . 

Mr.  O!  said  he  would  not  pledge  himself 
agree  to  the  formal  pert  of  (he  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasuiv.  He  believed  the  claMes 
might  be  capable  ot  some  arrangement  for  the 
better.  When  the  section  came  under  considera- 
tion, eTcry  gentleman  would  be  at  libertv  to  pro- 
pose alterations.  The  question  at  present  is  upon 
the  general  principle,  which  he  tnought  a  good 
one.  On  examination,  Mr.  O.  said,  it  would  be 
found  that,  by  the  plan  proposed,  the  poorer  classes 
of  the  community  would  be  almost  wholly  ex- 
empt from  Ibis  tax,  and  there  would  be  nu  belter 
way  of  levying  a  tax  on  all  properly  than  by 
making  sood  bouses  tbe  sundard  of  opulence. 
A  good  nouse,  though  in  itself  unproductive,  la 
more  frequently  an  indication  of  tbe  wealth  ol 
the  occupant,  than  even  a  valuable  and  productive 
farm.  For  a  man,  consistenily  with  public  econ- 
omy, may  live  on  a  farm,  thougb  he  may  be  em- 
barrassed in  bis  circumstaiices,  and  though  the 
farm  itself  may  be  mortgaged.  If  it  produces  any 
surplus  beyond  the  interest  which  be  pays,  he 
may  as  well  cnlCiTate  that  farm  as  another,  but  in 
aocase  b  an  embarrassed  or  a  poor  man  justifiable 
in  holding  a  valuable  house.  It  must  add  to  bis 
difficulties.  He  ought  to  sell  it  and  pay  his  debts, 
or  let  it,  and  save  the  diSerence  of  rent.  If  he 
will  do  neither,  let  bim  pay  for  indulging  his 
vanity  or  his  folly. 

It  had  been  stiggested,  by  the  gentleman  froia 
North  Carolina,  that  the  tax  ought  to  be  levied  on 
all  other  improvements  upon  land,  as  well  as 
houses.  This  would  be  lo  introduce  a  new  prin- 
ciple into  the  bill,  which  might  as  well  extend  to 
every  other  species  of  property,  and  the  bill  must 
be  re-commitied  ;  it  would  also  tend  to  difficulties 
which  be  believed  gentlemen  could  not  at  present 
foresee,  and  which  tbey  would  be  glad  to  give  up 
when  they  did  see  them.     Such  a  principle  might 


include  articles  already  taxed  ;  distil  houses,  li 
instance,  the  owners  of  which  already  pay  d 
on  the  spirit  distilled,  and  warehouses  whici 


Used  for  storing  goods  upon  which  an  impost  duty 
*  ' '  '    '      1  would  operate  as  ad- 


has  been  p^d. 

diiional  duties,  in  tbe  nature  of  excise  o: 

post,  or  whit  is  more  likely  as  a  deduction  from 

the  fair  pjoQts  of  trade.     Store  rent  and  shop 

rent  are  certainly  deductions  from  such  pro&ts. 

Taxes  upon  stores  and  shops  will  oRen  operate  in 

tbe  same  manner. 

Mr.  Varnum  observed,  thatgentlemen  who  had 
spoken  in  opposition  to  this  motion  had  gone  upon 
the  idea  of  taxing  the  most  wealthy  part  of  the 
community  heavier  in  ptoponiaa  to  their  wealth 
than  others.  It  had  been  said  that  it  is  impossi- 
ble to  equalize  taxation  ;  but,  because  Congress 
eaiwot  attain  perfection  in  this  respect,  did  it  fol- 
low that  the^  ought  not  to  make  an  attempt  at 
common  equity  1  He  believed  the  proper  mode  of 


common  equity 


laying  taxes  is  according  to  tbe  extent  of  persons' 
property.  But  be  did  not  believe  this  would  be 
the  case,  according  lo  the  present  bill ;  for  it  Is 
proposed  that  a  house  of  tbe  value  of  9300,  shall 
pay  as  heavy  a  tax  as  that  of  the  value  of  $600. 
Was  that,  he  asked,  laying  the  burden  of  the  tax 
on  ihe  most  wealthy  part  of  tbe  community  ? 
He  thought  not ;  he  conceived  it  to  be  neitnei 
equal,  nor  according  to  the  principle  which  his 
colleague  said  ought  to  be  observed,  of  taxing 
the  wealthy  heavier,  in  proportion  to  their, wealth 
than  the  poorer  classes  of  the  community.    Vet 


produce  anything  like  tbe  sum  which  had  been 
mentioned.  He  believed  taxes  ought  to  be  paid 
by  tbe  people  inhabiting  towns,  ana  those  living 
in  the  country,  in  proportion  to  their  ability  to 
pay,  as  all  bad  tbe  same  interest  in,  and  protec- 
tion fVom  the  Qovemment. 

In  order  to  attain  this  object  in  taxation  in  the 
Slate  to  wbich  be  belonged,  not  only  all  lands  aad 
buildings  tare  assessed,  but  all  personal  estates 
also,  end  this  he  believed  to  be  the  true  principle 
of  taxation.  But  if  Congress  decline  meddling 
with  personal  estates,  why  not  include  all  real  es- 
states,  and  assess  all  mills,  warehouses,  distilleries, 
dtc.  But  his  colleague  had  said  that  distilleries 
pay  a  heavy  duty  aUeady.  This  he  denied.  The 
excise  upon  spirits  distilled  is  not  paid  by  the 
owners  of  stills,  but  by  tbe  consumers  of  the  spir- 
its, and  not  only  the  duty,  but  a  profit  upon  it. 
The  same  remark  is  applicable  to  warehouses  and 
merchants.  The  owners  of  the  buildings  pay  do 
duty. 

It  was  said  there  it  no  connexion  between 
houses  an|l  land.  He  thought  this  an  errmieoiu 
idea.  The  land  and  houses  are  to  be  valued  ac- 
cording to  their  money  price ;  but  take  tbe  lot 
upon  which  a  farm  house  is  built  and  it  will  sell 
for  a  mere  notbiog  without  the  land ;  tbe  same 
may  be  said  of  tbe  land  without  tbe  house,  wbich 
shows  that  there  is  a  very  material  connexion  be- 
tween the  two.  This  being  the  case,  he  thought 
assessors  would  have  great  difficulty  in  putting  a 
separate  value  upon  tbe  land  and  houses  sepa- 

■  'y.    No  such  thing  was  ever  done  in  the  State 
[assachu  setts. 

'.  V.  hoped  if  Congress  should  not  think  it 
expedient  to  tax  money  and  moneyed  securities,  to  - 
tax  vessels,  (which,  to  be  sure,  just  now  are  not 
very  valuaole  property,)  all  kinds  of  stock  in  trade, 
and  all  live  stock  upon  a  farm,  they  would  think 
it  right  to  bring  into  view  all  the  real  estates  of 
tbe  country.  As  the  bill  stood  at  present,  the  tax 
would  operate  very  unequally  indeed;  he  hoped, 
therefore,  the  section  under  consideration  would 
be  stnick  out ;  and  that  the  other  real  estates  which 
had  been  meniioged.  would  be  introduced. 

Mr.  N.  SuiTa  said,  it  would  be  remembered, 

at  two  years  ago,  tbts  House  passed  a  resolution 
requesting  tbe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  pre- 
pare and  report  a  plan  for  a  system  of  direct  tax- 
ation early  at  the  next  session.  A  report  was  ac- 
cordingly prepared  and  laid  before  the  House,  the 
result  of^^real  labor  and  skilL    The  lepcrt  wu 
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referrm]  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
and  afler  considering  tbe  subject,  Ibey  reporAd  a 
bill  pretty  nearly  in  confarmity  to  tbe  plan  ree- 
ommendM  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  If 
was  nut  then  acted  upoo^  but  the  subject  bad  this 
session  been  re»nmed,anii  had  again  undergone  tbe 
scrutiny  of  the  ConHoittee  of  Ways  auiIMeans. 
The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  has,  from  that 
time  to  this,  done  ererything  in  his  power  to  influ- 
ence the  committee  to  adapt  his  principle  in  laying 
this  tai;  but,  aolwithstandiDgbisezenioDS,thebi[l 
had  been  reported  in  its  present  form,  and  the  com~ 
mitiee  ought,  in  his  opinion,  (o  be  extremely 
cautious  hov  they  meddled  vith  the  details  of 
the  bill ;  and  he  called  ufton  {(entlemen  who  are 
scDsible  of  the  alarming  situation  of  tbe  country, 
and  who  know  the  necessity  there  is  for  raising 
money,  to  resist  any  attempt  of  this  kind.  It  was 
well  known,  that  ia  a  system  of  taxation  like  the 
preseut,  a  variety  of  opmious  exist  as  t<>  the  best 
mode  of  carrying  it  into  effect  and  if  erery  gen- 
tleman was  to  be  indulged  in  bis  own  notions  on 
the  subject,  there  would  be  no  possibility  of  get- 
ting through  the  bill  especially  when  it  might  be 
expected  that  amendments  would  be  brought  for- 
ward with  a  Tiew  of  defeating  the  hill  altogether. 
When  once  way  is  given  to  amendments,  they 
will  be  introduced  one  after  another,  until  the 
whole  system  sinks  under  their  weight.  He  hoped, 
therefore,  attempts  to  amend  the  bill,  except  in 
someihiog  which  shall  at  once  appear  to  be  es- 
sential, would  be  resisted.  With  this  determina- 
tion upon  his  mind,  be  should  decline  introducing 
same  amendments  which  he  otherwise  should 
have  introduced. 

With  respect  to  the  present  amendment,  to 
adopt  it,  Mr.  S.  believed,  would  injure  the  bill  ex- 
tremely ;  so  far  from  maxing  it  better,  he  thought 
it  would  make  it  inGnitely  worse.  What  are  the 
objections  to  the  bill  as  it  stands  t  He  had  heard 
but  two  stated  by  tbe  gentleman  from  Pennsylva- 
nia, and  again  reiterated,  viz :  that  it  would  not 
be  practicable  to  value  houses  and  land  separately, 
and  that  if  they  were  «o  valued  the  Commission- 
ers would  have  no  check  upon  the  assessors. 

To  the  first,  be  would  answer,  that  in  almost 
erery  collection  district,  there  are  houses  and 
lands  diseonneeted  with  each  other,  which 
be  a  rule  for  valuing  all  the  rest  of  the  property 
in  the  districL  But  the  objection  went  to  a  sepa- 
rate asuetement ;  for,  if  both  are  assessed,  there 
appeared  to  be  no  difficulty  in  keeping  the  value 
of  the  booses  and  lands  distinct.  The  asse 
ought  not  to  be  considered  either  as  knav( 
fods,  bat  men  who  will  do  their  duty,  and,  in  do- 
ing this,  they  woatd  certainly  put  a  separate  value 
on  different  parts  of  a  farm,  in  order  to  come  at 
the  gross  value  of  the  whole. 

But  it  was  said,  the  Commissioners  would  have 
no  check  upon  the  assessors,  because  the  houses 
would  be  placed  in  classes,  and  not  precisely  val- 
ued. This  objection,  he  thought  unfounded,  as 
the  assessors  are  not  to  class  Uie  houses,  but  to 
value  them,  and  tbe  Commissioners  will  class  them 
aecording  to  their  value,  and  may  raise  or  lower 
them  a*  they  shall  think  proper. 


.  ,  sed,  he 
had  already  said,  it  would,  in  his  opinion,  very 
much  injure  the  bill.  Por  his  own  pait,  he  thought 
houses  ought  to  pay*a  larger  proportion  of  the 
'taxes  than  land,  and  this  is  the  principle  t>f  the 
bill. 

Tbe  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  had  said. 
Congress  ought  to  lax  {H'operty  wherever  it  could 
be  found;  yet  it  is  generally  allowed  that  personal 
property  cannot  be  taxed.  But  he  was  of  opinion 
that  nothing  was  a  belter  or  more  certain  sign  of 
property  than  the  house  a  man  lives  in.  Land 
carries  with  it  evidence  of  no  other  property  be- 
sides itself;  but  an  elegant  house  carries  an  idea 
of  something  farther,  and  the  possessor  of  it  cer- 
'~'~ly  ought  to  pay  a  heavier  tax  than  the  solitary 
lessor  of  land ;  and  he  could  not  help  being 
surprised  that  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
should  wish  to  introduce  an  amendmeot  which 
would  throw  the  butdun  of  the  tax  from  the  cities 
upon  tbe  country.  This  may  be  showing  a  friend- 
ship for  the  people  in  the  country ;  but  it  did  not 
strike  him  in  that  light.  It  was,  on  the  conirarr, 
his  (Mr.  S.'s)  object  to  throw  the  tax  principally 
upon  the  cities,  where  it  would  be  most  easily  col- 
lected. He  would  not  say  that  it  was  tbe  object 
of  the  present  amendment  lo  destroy  the  bill  alto- 
gether; but  hecould  not  see,  if  it  was  not  for  that 
purpose,  for  what  the  amendment  was  introduced 
as  it  certainly  went  to  destroy  the  best  principle, 
in  the  bill,  by  destroying  that  alone  which  could 
make  it  ^mlatable.  'This  provision  would  notonly 
enable  this  Congress  to  lay  the  tax,  in  a  gteat  de- 
gree, upon  booses,  but,  if  the  tax  which  will  lall 
on  land  should  hereafter  be  fonnd  oppressive  to 
the  farmer,  it  might  also  hereafter  he  thrown 
upon  the  houses  also. 

Another  important  reason  for  rejecting  the  pre- 
sent motion  is,  that,  if  the  bill  passes  with  this 
clause,  there  will  be  no  necessity  for  new  assess. 
ments  of  ihe  houses,  as  the  business  might  be  at- 
tended to  by  a  Commissioner.  He,  therefore, 
called  upon  the  friends  of  this  bill  to  unite  in  re- 
jecting the  present  motion. 

Mr.  McDowell  differed  widely  in  opinion  from 
the  gentleman  last  up  as  to  the  excellence  of  this 
section  of  the  bill.  Had  he  the  same  confidence 
in  the  Secietaiy  of  the  Treasury,  and  in  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  that  that  gentleman 
seems  to  have,  he  should  not  have  troubled  the 
committee  on  tbis  subject;  but  he  had  not.  When 
he  was  called  upon  to  give  a  vote  for  the  laying 
of  a  tax,  he  wished  to  eoosnlt  his  own  judgment: 
and  the  member*  of  this  House  can  certainly  tell 
how  a  tax  will  operate  better  than  any  one  man, 
however  wise  and  experienced  he  may  be. 

Mr.  McD.  said,  when  he  examined  the  bill,  he 
was  convinced  that  neither  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  nor  the  Committee  of  Ways  andMeans^ 
had  paid  suficient  attention  to  it  For  instance, 
according  to  this  section  of  the  bill,  if  a  house  be 
valued  at  five  hundred  dollars  it  {Ays  as  light  a 
tax  as  if  it  were  valued  at  nine  hundred  and  nine- 
ty-nine didlaxa.    Yet  gentlemen  say  this  tax  is  t6 
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&U  upon  the  rich,  and  not  upon  the  poor,  though 
this  ia  the  principle  or  the  bill  throughout. 

But  it  had  been  said,  if  this  section  were  struck 
outj  houses  and  lots  would  not  be  taxed  at  all. 
This  is  a  mistake.  But  when  he  was  called  upon 
to  lay  a  tax  upon  the  peopltfof  the  United  States, 
he  was  for  taxiog  every  species  of  risible  proper- 
ty in  proportion  to  its  value,  since  every  citizen 
of  ihe  United  Slates  is  equally  indebted  for  pro- 
tection to  the  Government.  He  was,  therefore,, 
in  favor  of  striking  out  this  section,  and  of  em- 
bracing every  species  of  real  property. 

Greatlemen  bad,  however,  asserted,  th&t,  except 
this  section  is  retained,  the  tax  would  fall  heavily 
upon  the  poorer  classes  of  the  commuDity.  This 
eould  not  be,  since  their  property  could  only  be 
taxed  according  to  its  value.  On  the  other  hand, 
to  put  separate  value  upon  lauds  and  bouses, 
would  be  attended  with  all  the  inconveDiences 
which  had  been  mentioned. 

Mr-  SiTOHEAVEB  Said,  that  after  the  voy  satis- 
lactory  viodication  of  this  clause,  which  had  been 
made  by  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut,  (Mr. 
N.  Smith,)  it  would  be  wasting  the  time  of  the 
committee  for  bira  to  go  ioto  any  observations  at 
length  in  favor  of  it.  He  would  only  notice  one 
or  two  objections  made  to  it,  which  he  believed 
had  not  yet  been  noticed. 

An  objection  was  made  by  the  gentlemao  from 
North  Carolina,  who  opened  this  debate,  which, 
in  point  of  fact,  is  true,  viz:  that  there  are  certain 
species  of  property,  which  are  unequiri>ca]  indica- 
tions of  wealth,  not  included  in  this  bill.  This, 
however,  was  not  an  objection  to  this  section  of 
the  bill,  as  it  relates  to  dwelling  houses  only. 
Mills  and  other  building  which  had  been  men- 
tioned might  either  be  included  in  a  general  as- 
sessment of  lands,  or  with  Ihe  houses.  So  that 
this  omission  might  easily  be  rectified  by  an 
amendment,  if  ibis  section  was  retained. 

Of  the  same  nature  is  the  objection  of  another 
gentleman  of  North  Carolina  that  houses  of  the 
value  of  five  hundred  dollars  pay  as  much  as 
those  of  the  value  of  nine  hundred  and  ninety- 
nine  dollars.  This  might  be  remedied  by  multi- 
plying the  classes,  or  by  putting  a  per  centage 
rate  upon  the  precise  value  of  the  houses. 
_  Mr.  S.  added,  that,  upon  the  principles  of  jus- 
tice, it  could  not  be  denied  thai  taxes  ought  not 
to  he  collected  absolutely  equally,  but  in  propor- 
tion to  persons'  wealth ;  that  is  to  sav,  a  man 
worth  ten  thousand  dollars  a  year  ought  to  pay 
more  than  ten  times  the  tax  that  a  man  payl  who 
is  worth  only  one  thousand  dollars  a  ^ear. 

Mr.  Gallatin  rose,  and  was  proceeding  to  make 
■ome  observations  upon  this  question;  when 

Mr.  Harper  called  to  order,  and  desired  the 
rule  might  be  read  which  directs  that  a  member 
ahall  only  speak  once  to  Ihe  same  question. 

The  rule  was  read. 

The  Chairman  said,  he  conceived  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania  bad  not  yet  spokui  to 
the  question,  since  it  was  io  possession  of  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole.  What  he  said  pre- 
viously to  the  inlroductioD  of  his  motion  to  the 
committee,  the  Chaii  did  uotconsideru  speaking 


once  to  the  question,  accoidiog  to  the. sense  of  the 
rule^bich  had  been  adopted. 

Mr.  Harper  said,  it  was  with  unwillingoea* 
that  he  differed  in  opinion  from  the  Chair;  but  it 
was  necessary  to  fix  a  ceuain  construction  to  the 
rule  on  this  occasion,  or  else  do  it  away  alto- 
gether. 

The  Cbairman  asked  whether  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  appealed  from  the  decision 
of  the  Chair  1 

On  being  answered  in  the  affirmative,  the  qnea- 
tion  was  put  by  the  CaAiRNAif  to  the  committee, 
in  this  form :  "  Has  the  member  from  Peansylva" 
nia  spoken  to  the  question  before  the  committee?" 
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aid  be 
>n  this 
question,  had  he  thought  it  of  great  importance. 

The  gentleman  from  Connecticut  (Mr.  N. 
Shitb)  might  have  spared  himself  part  of  the  ob- 
servations which  he  had  made,  particularly  his 
appeal  to  alt  those  in  favor  of  the  bill,  and  upoQ 
those  in  favor  of  throwing  the  tax  upon  that  pail 
of  the  community  who  are  best  able  to  bear  it, 
and  to  avert  it  from  the  poor.  Indeed,  he  had 
been  astonished  at  what  fell  from  the  gentleman 
from  New  Yoikj  (Mr.  J.  Williams  ;)  for,  though 
he  generalljF  differed  from  him  in  opinion  on  po- 
litical questions,  be  had  generally  sagacity  enough 
to  see  how  a  tax  would  operate ;  but.  in  the  pre- 
sent case,  he  bad  been  quite  mistaken  in  this 

10  the  first  place,  the  mode  proposed  will  create 
great  delay  and  expense.  It  will  introdoce  delay, 
because  it  will  make  a  double  valuation  necessa- 
ry, where  a  single  one  would  have  been  sufficient. 
BeEides,if  the  lands  and  bousea  were  to  be  valued 
It^ether,  as  is  the  case  in  most  States,  the  asses- 
sors could  have  had  recourse  to  the  documents  of 
the  several  States ;  but,  if  this  section  is  not  struck 
out,  they  will  be  obliged  to  make  all  their  aaaesi- 
ments  afresh,  without  any  assistance  from  the 
State  documents.  Whether  this  would  not  occa- 
sion both  delay  and  expense,  he  left  the  committee 
to  decide. 

With  respect  to  the  inequality  of  this  bill,  its 
principle  is  founded  on  inequality,  and  thereifore 
cannot  be  amended.  The  moment  houses  of  a 
different  value  are  thrown  into  the  same  clan, 
and  made  to  pay  the  same  tax,  a  principle  of  in- 
equality is  introduced  which  cannot  be  got  rid  of. 
But  it  IS  io  other  respects  unequal.  Assessors  will 
assess  in  different  places  on  different  principles, 
and  there  will  be  no  way  of  remedying  the  delect. 
What  security  should  he  or  his  constituents  have 
that  the  assessors  of  Philadelphia  will  assess  their 
houses  according  to  their  real  value?  Or  what 
security  have  the  citizens  of  Philadelphia  that  the 
people  beyond  the  Alleghany  mountains  wiU 
assess  their  property  according  to  its  real  value? 
None.  Unless  Commissioners  were  employed  to 
adjust  the  various  assessments  which  are  made, 
no  equality  of  taxation  could  be  expected.  He 
knew  that  in  one  township,  in  his  own  county, 
land  bad  been  valued  once  at  two  shillings  per 
acre,  whilst  in  others  Itnds  of  the  same  v^ue  had 
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been  mted  at  ten  shilling  Thoufb  justice  may. 
therefore,  be  done  to  persons  in  Uie  same  lovn- 
ship,  it  may  be  very  aDequal,  as  the  assessmeat 
relates  it)  different  districts. 

In  tbis  bill  the  same  inconveniences  bad  been 
foreseen,  and  in  order  to  rectify  them,  Cotntnis- 
aionera  bave  been  provided  to  adjust  the  value  of 
lands,  but  not  of  bouses ;  and  it  tbe  committee 
will  agree  that  honses  and  lands  shall  be  rained 
together,  according  to  their  real-value,  instead  of 
tetuming  the  houses  in  classes,  the  Commission- 
ers will  be  able  to  rectify  any  inequalitv  which 
may  take  place.  But,  in  order  to  avoid  ihe  diffi- 
culty which  bad  been  suggested  as  attending  the 
valuation  of  lands  and  houses  separBie,  the  ^n- 
tleman  Irom  Conaecticut  has  assumed  a  tirmci- 
ple  which  is  not  to  be  found  in  the  bill.  He  sup- 
poses that  the  assessors  shall  value  houses  uepa- 
tately,  and  send  tbe  valuation  to  tbe  Commission- 
ers, wh(^  he  says,  will  place  them  in  their  proper 
classes.  This  provision  is  not  in  the  bill;  but  if 
it  was,  it  would  not  remove  tbe  objection.  In 
what  manner  are  Commissioners  to  know  the  va- 
lue of  bouses  upon  farms  1  They  will  be  aUe  to 
rectify  the  assessmeDtfi  upon  lands,  because  that 
requires  only  a  general  knowledge  of  tbe  relative 
vatae  of  land  in  different  parts  of  the  State;  bnt 
they  cannot  rectify  the  assessments  of  houses,  be- 
cause this  would  require  a  particular  knowledge 
of  every  bouse,  which  they  cannot  possess. 

A  gentleman  from  Masaachusettg  (Mr.  One) 
had  said,  that  there  was  no  tuore  reason  for  con- 
necting land  and  houses  together,  than  laud  and 
slaves ;  for  houses  were  an  article  of  expense,  and 
land  of  revenue.  All  this  may  be  true  as  an  ab- 
■tracl  proposition ;  but  when  tbe  speculation  is 
bronght  into  practice,  il  will  not  be  found  to  an- 
swer. And  noiwithsianding  the  gentleman  from 
Massac htisctts  says  that  lands  and  houses  are  not 
connected  together,  be  knew  tbe  contrary ;  for, 
if  he  wished  to  sell  his  bouse,  he  knew  he  could 
not  do  it  without  selling  bis  tarm  also,  nor  his 
form  without  his  house ;  but  if  he  was  tne  owner 
of  a  slave,  (which,  however,  he  was  not,)  be 
knew  he  could  sell  him  without  either  house  or 
land.  It  is  true  that  land  is  the  production  of  na- 
Inre,  and  houses  of  art,  but  it  is  impossible  to  dis- 
connect tbem.  But  suppose  it  is  admitted  that 
houses  may  be  valued  sqiarately ;  it  must  be  done 
in  an  arbitrary  manner;  and  the  nntleman  from 
Connecticut  had  himself  pointed  out  one  of  the 
most  arbitrary  ways  imaginable,  by  saying  that,  if 
a  single  house  stood  distinct  from  a  farm  in  any 
district,  it  would  be  a  guide  for  valuing  all  tbe 
bouses  on  farms  in  the  district;  for,  if  a  bouse 
stands  by  itself,  it  is  a  house  in  a  village,  which 
fields  an  income,  which  is  worth  more,  and  will 
sell  for  more,  than  a  house  standing  upon  a  farm. 
Upon  the  whole,  it  was  clear  to  him  that  a  dis- 
tinclion  between  land  and  houses  would  be  at- 
tended with  innumerable  difficulties,  and  ihe  as- 
•essors  must  be  altogether  relied  upon  for  the 
accuracy  of  their  valuations. 

Mr.  Q.  complained  that  genUemen,  in  speaking 
on  this  subject,  had  introduced  tbe  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  as  thoogb  it  made  a 


part  of  the  present  bill ;  whereas,  it  relates  to  ano- 
ther bill,  wnich  is  to  apporlioD  a  tax  upon  houses 
according  to  their  classes.  How  could  gentlemen 
say  it  is  the  intention  of  tbe  committee  to  lay  such 
a  tax  upon  one  class,  and  aucli  a  lax  upon  another. 
Gentlemen  in  favor  of  retaining  this  section,  tell 
the  committee  that  the  tax  will  fall  upon  the 
rich,  and  that  three-fourths  of  it  will  be  raised 
from  houses.  Nothine  could  be  more  fallacious; 
There  is  no  security  for  any  such  thing.  In  the 
Srsl  place  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  goes  upon 
an  idea  that  there  are  a  certain  number  of  houses 
in  the  Uoited  Slates,  of  such  and  such  descrip- 
tions, but  for  which  he  has  no  data ;  then  he  sup- 
poses that,  if  there  are  so  many  in  the  whole,  there 
are  so  many  of  different  descriptions ;  and,  third- 
ly, he  proceeds  to  propose  a  certain  tax  for  each, 
which,  if  adopted  by  Congress,  and  if  all  his  other 
suppositions  are  correct,  will  produce  a  certain 

Mr.  O.  was  confident  the  statement  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  number  and  value  of  the  houses  of  the 
United  States  was  incorrect.  He  values  them  at 
three  hundred  and  fifty  millions  of  dollars,  and 
no  ^ntleman  could  bdieve  that  the  bouses  in  tbe 
United  States  were  worth  that  tf  oney.  He  be- 
lieved there  would  be  a  much  larger  number  of 
bouses  exempt  from  duty  than  the  Secretary  ima- 
gines, and  a  much  less  number  of  houses  of  hi([k 
value  than  he  has  stated.  But  not  only  there  will 
be  less  houses  taxed  than  he  supposes;  bnt  they 
will  be  rated  below  their  real  value ;  for,  as  the 
manner  of  raising  the  tax  is  perfectly  aibittary, 
the  effect  will  be  that,  in  every  township,  the  as- 
sessor will  value  the  houses  in  his  district  as  low 
as  possible.  Yet  it  is  said  that  three-fourths  of 
the  tax  will  be  raised  from  houses.  To  prove  this, 
several  principles  are  assumed  as  true,  of  which 
we  have  no  proof,  viz :  that  there  are  the  nnmbex 
of  houses  estimated,  (of  which  we  know  nothing,) 
that  there  are  many  in  tbe  higher  classes  as  Ute 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  supposes,  and  that  the 
ass^essors  will  faithfully  perform  their  dut^,  though 
there  will  be  no  control  over  them  lo  bind  them 
to  it.  If  any  one  of  these  assumptions  fail,  then 
the  whole  of  the  calculation  falls  to  tbe  ground. 

But,  Mr.  Q  said,  he  would  go  further.  That 
idea,  thrown  out  to  entice  farmers  and  landhold- 
ers, that  81.200,000  will  be  raised  from  bouses, 
and  only  ft&00,000  from  land,  whs  a  mere  take-^ 
and  nothing  more  than  a  Treasury  plan,  in  order 
to  raise  more  money  ;  for,  if  the  tact  was  lo  lura 
out  so,  the  consequence  would  be.  that  the  owner* 
of  houses  will  complain  of  the  ourdeu,  and  say 
■hot  the  tax  on  land  is  too  light  |  and  at  a  future 
day,  probably  next  session,  il  will  be  argued  that 
farmers  do  not  pay  enough-— the  tax  on  houses  will 
remain  the  same — that  upon  lapd  will  be  trebled} 
and  thus  the  inhabitants  of  the  country  will  have 
to  pay  a  double  tax — one  on  their  houses,  and  one 
on  their  land. 

Another  assertion  was  made  to  render  tbis  provi- 
sion unpopular,  to  wit:  that  the  tax  would  fall 
more  lightly  on  the  poor  than  on  the  rich.  Let 
us  see,  said  he,  how  ur  this  ide&  is  correct.  Sup- 
posing that  tbe  estimate  of  the  Secretary  of  tfi* 
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Tnuoit  be  adopted,  to  show  ifast  the  rich  will 
pay  more  than  the  poor,  it  ought  to  be  Bhown  that 
they  pay  more  per  oeot.,  accordiDg  to  theii  prop- 
eriy,  than  the  poor;  sod  that  houses  of  from  ten 
to  twenty  iboiuaiid  dollsn  raloe  pay  more  tax, 
in  proportion  to  their  value,  than  houses  of  from 
six  to  twelve  hundred  dollars  value.  He  had  made 
B  calculation,  and  did  not  find  this  to  be  the  ease, 
bat  that  the  classes  stood  in  the  following  propor- 
tion—each paying  on  an  average  •■  follows : 
First  dam  hoDses,  from  sighty  to  two  hundred  dollits 

*tlue,  five-iburteenthi  per  cenL 
Second  clui  honiei,  from  two  hnndred  to  six  hundred 

dollwR  value,  three-eighths  per  oent. 
Third  ciua  house*,  bam  six  hundred  to  twelve  hundred 

doUus  value,  one-tiiird  per  cent 
Fourth  class  hoosea,  frran  twstve  hundred  to  two  thoU- 

eand  dollars  value,  thrse^ightlu  par  eeut. 
Fifth  daaa  houaea,  A«m  two  thensand 

dollara  valna,  two-fifths  per  eeut 
Sixth  daM  *  *        *       ■■ 

>,  froBi  sU  thaunmd  to  ten  thou- 
aaud  dollara  vsJne,  three-eights  per  cent 

Eighth  claaa  houaea,  fiom  ten  thousand  to  twenty-five 
thonaand  dollars  value,  twelve  thuty-fllUu  percent. 

The  ninth  cLui,'  above  twenty-five  thouaaod.  w  it  is 
unbounded,  eould  not  be  aatimated.  Putting  the 
proportions  in  whole  numbera,  they  are  as  follow : 
4S,  4e,  40, 4S,  48,  48,  48,  41. 

Thna,  upon  an  average,  according  to  that  plani 
a  house  from  eighty  to  two  fauodred  dollars  value 
would  pay  more  iu  proportion  to  its  value  than  a 
house  of  from  ten  thousand  to  twenty-five  thou- 
sand ;  and  a  house  from  two  to  four  thousand  dol- 
lars value,  would  pay  more  than  a  house  from  six 
to  ten  thousand.  The  inequality  would  appear 
still  more  striking,  if  specific  instances  were  taxen. 
Thus,  a  house  one  hundred  dollars  value  is  to  pay 
half  a  dollar — that  is  to  say  half  per  cent,  on  its 
value ;  and  a  house  worth  twenty-four  thousand 
dollars  is  to  pay  sixty  dollars,  that  is  to  say,  only 
a  quarter  per  cent,  on  its  value  j  (hat  is  to  say, 
liiat  the  palace  worth  twenty-four  thousand  dol- 
lars pays  odI^  one  half,  in  proportion  to  its  value, 
of  the  tax  raised  on  the  cottage  worth  only  one 
hundred  dollars.  Nay,  the  gentleman  from  Ml. 
sechusetla,  (Mr.  Otib,)  at  the  same  time  that  he 
contended,  in  the  face  of  positive  calculation,  that 
tUs  tax  would  fall  more  lightly  on  the  poor  than 
on  the  rich,  had  conceded  fully  that  it  would  ope- 
rate in  a  differeni  manner,  and  had  gone  so  far  as 
to  say  that  it  was  proper  to  make  houses  of  low 
valu^  and  consequently  inhabited  by  the  poorest 
class  of  citizcQs,  pay  a  greater  tax  than  other 
houses  in  proportion  to  their  respective  value  ;  as, 
unless  that  was  done,  it  would  not  be  worth  while 
to  collect  the  tax  lucn  them.    The  inequality  re- 


value. For  a  house  worth  two  hundred  and  fif\y 
dollars  is  to  pay  a  dollar  aod  a  half ;  and  a  house 
worth  ODB  thousand  dollars,  that  is  to  say,  four 
times  as  much,  pays  only  three  dollars;  that  is  to 
say  J  only  douoM  the  lax,  instead  of  six  dollars, 
which  it  ohould  pay,  if  both  woe  taxed  accord- 


iog  to  their  respective  value.  A  house  worth  two 
thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  pays  twelve 
dollars  ;  and  a  house  worth  four  times  as  much, 
liiat  is  to  say,  nine  thousand  dollars,  instead  of 
payins  four  times  as  much,  that  is  to  say,  forty- 
eight  dollars,  is  to  pay  oulv  thirty  dollars. 

The  fact  is,  that  ia  all  the  States  sooth  of  Mew 
England,  the  business  is  done  in  the  way  which 
he  wished  to  recommoid.  All  those  persons  who 
live  in  remote  parts  of  the  country,  pay  nothing 
for  tbeir  houses,  but  only  for  their  lanu.  If  the 
principle  in  the  bill  was  agreed  to,  then  houses  of 
a  less  value  than  eighty  dollars  would  remain  in 
the  same  situation  m  which  he  wished  to  fJace 
all;  but  others,  who  live  in  houses  worth  more 
than  eighty  doUats,  will  first  have  to  pay  tor  their 
house*  and  then  for  their  land.  For,  if  an  indivi- 
dual in  the  country  has  a  house  which  coal 
him  one  thouaand  dollars,  and  a  eitiieu  of  the 
city  of  Philadelphia  bos  one  which  cost  him 
the  same  money,  it  is  the  intention  of  this  bill  that 
the  house  io  the  country  shall  pay  as  much  las 
as  the  bouse  in  the  city,  in  addition  to  the  tax  put 
upon  the  farm  on  whicn  it  may  be  built;  though, 
accordiog  to  the  old  system  of  valuing  houaea  sma 
farms  together,  he  su|^sed  that  such  a  house  and 
farm  together  would  not  have  been  charged  with 
more  than  the  house  in  Philadelphia. 

Mr.  G.  said,  he  would  mention  one  strong  in- 
stance in  which  such  a  principle  would  <^>erate 
against  common  farmers.  Every  man  who  bas  a 
house  must  pay  a  (ax  for  it;  but  these  men  who 
hold  large  uncultivated  tracts  of  land  <^ which  are 
mostly  rich)  will  escape  withuui  taxation. 

Thus,  he  believed,  he  had  shown  that  the  plam 
proposed  by  the  bill  wuuld  tend  to  introduce  a 
greater  inequality  than  if  the  houses  and  laud  are 
valued  together,  according  to  the  fH^ctice  of  the 
several  States  ;  that  it  will  also  delay  the  collec- 
tion of  the  tax,  and  increase  the  expense. 

It  is  true,  Mr.  G.  said,  and  it  was  tbe  only  ob- 
jection which  he  could  see  to  the  proposition  yes- 
terday, when  he  brought  forward  tnis  amend meui, 
that  new  houses  would,  for  a  time,  escape  taxa- 
tion. This,  he  believed^  would  be  tne  only  incon- 
venieuce;  and  that  would,  io  some  degree,  be  bal- 
anced by  the  encouraging  improvements. 

His  colleague  (Mr.  Sitobeavcs)  had  suggested 
an  amendment  for  the  including  of  improvements 
in  the  same  way  as  houses,  which,  if  adopted, 
would  introduce  the  same  inconveniencea  wnich 
are  complained  of  as  arising  from  connecting 
houses  and  land  together,  as  new  improvements 
will  constandy  be  made  as  well  as  new  houses 
built. 

As  to  the  idea  of  facility  of  collection,  if  tbe 
tax  were  to  be  laid  upon  houses  alone,  he  had  no 
doubt  but  it  would  be  more  easUy  collected  than 
if  it  were  laid  on  land,  or  on  land  and  houses  to- 
gether ;  but  this  bill  contemplates  a  tax  on  both, 
and  whetho-  a  larger  oi  less  sum  be  raised  from 
land,  it  will  be  attended  with  nearly  tbe  same 
trouble  and  expense. 

In  every  point  of  view  in  which  he  could  con- 
sider it,  Mr.  G.  said,  nothing  but  inconvenience 
and  inequality  arose  from  retaining  the  section, 
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uid  DO  evil  that  he  mw  could  arise  from  striking 
it  out.  He  hoped,  therefore,  theameDdment  would 
be  adopted. 

Mr.  SawtLL  said,  the  geDtleman  from  Pennsjl- 
Tania  had  iDtroilnced  so  maay  uacaadid  arpi' 
ments,  that  he  could  not  forbear  laldi^  notice  of 
aoine  of  them.  He  had  endeavored  hj  every 
means  in  his  power  to  get  rid  of  this  clause,  whe- 
ther from  a  wish  to  get  rid  of  the  bill  altogeiher, 
he  could  QOI  Mf.  It  had  that  appears oce  at  least, 
since  every  one  must  acknowledge  that  it  would 
rendera  land  tax  leas  disagreeable, lo  have  houses 
assessed  in  the  manner  proposed,  than  by 
iounding  them  with  laad,  and  bv  that  means 
fering  ifiero  to  pass  almost  without  value, 
clause  was  intended  as  a  remedy  to  the  defect  ac- 
knowledged to  eiist  ID  a  svst«m  of  this  kind,  of 
not  being  able  to  reach  personal  properly.  This 
bill  does  not  go  to  the  property  of  persons  in  busi- 
ness, or  to  any  kind  of  money-property,  and  laying 
a  tax  upon  a  man,  ia  proportion  to  the  size  an? 
»  of  his  house,  will,  in  some  degree, 


goodnc 

ay  the  omission,  and  when'  gentlemen  atlonpt 

St  rid  of  it^  he  must  thing  tbey  ~"'-  ' ' 
s  system  itaelf. 


wish  to  get  rid  of 

Mr.  3,  complained,  that  the  gentler 
Pennsylvania  had  not  acted  with  any 
degree  of  candor  in  this  business.  He 
attended  to  the  principle  of  ihii  subject,  but  gone 
into  the  consideration  of  a  detail  which  is  capable 
of  amendment,  and  which  gentlemen  acknowl- 
edge themselves  ready  to  amend.  Not  content 
with  this,  be  has  gone  into  other  parts  of  the  bill, 
anticipating  with  what  the  blanks  of  another  bill 
may  be  filled,  and  examininx  the  statements  and 
opinions  of  tne  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  None 
of  these  observations  had  the  least  weight  upon 
him,  and  he  (rusted  they  would  have  as  little  upon 
the  committee. 

To  consider  the  objections  of  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  somewhat  in  detail.  He  says 
this  mode  or  laying  the  tax  will  create  great  delay. 
How  can  this  he7  The  Secretarvof  ^e  Treasu- 
ry supposes  the  tax  on  houses  will  be  mach  more 
speedily  collected  from  persons  well  able  to  pay 
it.  But,  it  is  said,  if  this  plan  is  adopted  the  as- 
sessors cannot  avail  themselves  of  the  use  of  the 
assessment  of  the  several  States ;  but  were  they, 
Mr.  8.  asked,  to  be  governed  wholly  by  these  as- 
sessments of  the  States  ?  If  not,  and  they  must 
value  the  lands  for  themselves,  he  could  not  see 
that  any  great  advantage  could  be  derived  from  a 
reference  to  the  State  assessments. 

But,  it  Is  said,  thismodeof  raising  the  tax  ought 
not  to  be  agreed  to,  because  it  is  liable  to  be  abus- 
ed by  the  returns  of  the  assessors.  This  he  doubt- 
ed not  might  be  prevented.  But,  it  is  added,  that 
if  the  House  succeeds  in  making  the  proposed  as- 
sessments on  houses,  to  the  relief  of  land,  it  might 
be  expected  that  hereafter  it  would  be  thrown  upon 
the  land ;  not,  Mr.  3.  apprehended,  while  a  majori- 
ty of  this  House  are  land-holders,  who  will  natu- 
rallv  be  disposed  to  put  as  heavy  a  tax  upon  cities  j 
as  they  can,  to  the  relief  of  themselves  and  their 
coDstitumts ;  but  the  gentleman  from  Pennsvlva- 
nia  is  afraid  that,  though  this  section  should  be  | 


retained,  still  houses  mav  b 
per  rent,  than  they  would  be  when  valued  with 
the  land.    This  was  supposing  what  is, in  the  na- 
ture of  things,  impossible. 

Without  aiteodingfnrther  to  the  objections  of 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  Mr.  S.  said,  be 
would  give  to  the  committee  his  own  ideas  of  the 
bill.  It  is  complained  that  there  will  be  grent  dif- 
ficulty in  separating  houses  from  farms.  He  at 
lowed  there  would  be  that  difficulty  if  the  assess- 
ors were  to  consider  one  annihilated  when  they 
they  valued  the  other ;  but  no  man  would  value  a 
house  as  if  there  was  no  farm  belonging  to  it,  or  a 
farm  as  if  withom  a  house,  when  the  farm  or  the 
house  was  on  the  spot.  As  well  might  it  be  aaid, 
that  if  a  farm  house  was  burned  down,  no  value 
could  be  put  upon  the  (^rm.  Besides,  he  knew  it 
was  common  to  estimate  farms  and  buildings  sep- 
arately. Nor  could  farmers  be  displeased  with 
having  their  houses  separately  valued,  since  they 
would  be  assured  that  the  tax  would  principally 
fiiU  upon  bouses  in  the  citin,  and  that  housea 
there  would  be  taxed  much  highn  than  houses  i»* 
the  country.  But  the  eentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania boasts  himself  of  an  unwillingness  to  lay 
less  upon  the  farmers  than  their  proportion  of  the 
tax.  Mr.  S.  believed,  however,  that  formers 
would  see  the  reasonableness  of  taxing  people  as 
nearlv  as  oossible  according  to  their  ability  to  pay, 
which  is  toe  object  of  this  bill. 

As  to  the  ineqiulity  produced  by  classing  the 
houses,  it  might  be  avoided-  by  providing  that 
the  houses  shall  be  valued,  and  a  tax  of  so  mnoh 
per  centum  exceeding  the  per  centum  to  be  laid 
upon  land,  put  upon  them,  if  the  section  is  retain- 
ed.   He  hoped,  therefore,  it  would  be  retained. 

The  question  for  striking  out  the  section  was 
put  and  carried — 45  to  39. 

The  committee  then  rose  and  had  leave  to  sit 
again. 

INTERCOURSE  WITH  FRANCE. 
Mr.  Sewall  reported  a  bill  to  suspend  the  com- 
ercial  intercourse  between  the  United  Slates  and    ' 
France,  and  the  dependencies  thereof,  which  was 
committed  for  to-morrow. 

AMENDMENT  OF  fiULES. 
Mr.  ALI.BN  moved  a  resolnlion  declaratory  of  the 
meaning  of  the  rule  adopted  some  days  ago,  pro- 
hibiting members  from  speaking  more  than  once 
'    a  question,  viz:  that  prefatory  remarks  to  a  mo- 
rn shall  be  considered  as  !(peaking  to  (he  question. 
"     "  '         '     ,  vvhich  he  thought 


except  to  a  motion  made  and  seconded,  and  si 
from  the  Chair." 

The  Speaees  said,  from  the  decision  which  had 
laken  pUce,  in  future  no  member  would  be  per- 
mitted to  speak,  prefatorily,  to  a  motion. 

The  two  motions  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 


May  31. 

Mr.  Macon  called  up  the  jeaolution  which  he 
yesterday  laid  upon  the  table  for  an  adjonrDment 
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of  bolb  Houses  on  the  14lh  of  June  ;  which.,  after 
some  objectioDs  by  Mr.  Sewall.  who  slated  that 
it  was  itoposaible  to  say  how  hood  the  public  busi- 
nesa  could  be  finished,  waa  negatived — 34  to  32. 

Mr.  EoHaND,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate  making  an  alter- 
atiOD  in  the  Judicial  Courts  of  the  United  States, 
reported  it  as  their  opinion  that  the  bill  ought  to 
pass  without  amendment.  The  bill  was  cum- 
mitted  for  Monday. 

AMENDMENT  OF  BULEa 
Mr.ALLBH  called  up  his  reaolution,  proposing  that 
when  a  member  introduces  a  motion,  the  remarks 
he  makes  upon  it  shall  be  considered  as  speaking 
once  to  the  question,  and  deemed  to  be  within  the 
rule  of  tbe  18th  May,  which  directs  that  no  mem- 
bet  shall  apeak  Co  a  question  more  than  once. 

Mr.  Harper  moved  to  rescind  the  rule  itself 
He  believed  it  had  been  long  enough  in  operation 
to  prove  that  it  was  wholly  useless,  as  it  was  con- 
■tanlly  evaded.  Xhe  gentleman  from  Connecticut 
•  proposes  to  prevent  one  evasion,  but  there  are 
mor«  ways  than  one  of  evading  it.  Motions  might 
be  made,  one  after  another,  so  that  a  man  who  has 
ingenuity  and  dexterity  enough  to  evade  the  rule. 
does  so,  and  those  only  are  bouod  by  it  who  will 
not  take  advantage  of  evasions.  He  believed,  also, 
ibat  tbe  rule  was  fundameio tally  wrong.  He 
knew  the  liberty  of  apeakio^  might  be  abused  by 
members,  but  he  believed  this  could  only  be  cured 
by  KCjUlemen's  own  sense  of  propriety. 

This  motion  for  rescinding  tbe  rule  was  ordered 
to  lie  till  to-morrow. 

DIBECT  TAXE& 

Mr.  Sewall  said,  so  impottaot  a  change  bad 
taken  place  in  the  biU  for  laying  and  collecting 
direct  taxes,  that  much  time  would  be  saved  by 
recommitting  the  bill  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means.     He  therefore  made  that  motion. 

This  motion  was  nrgatived — 11  to  31. 

Mr.  Hahfek  moved  to  postpone  the  conaidera- 
.    tiott  of  this  bill  till  Monday. 

This  motion,  after  some  opposition,  was  nega- 
tived—48  to  33. 

Mr.  Harper  then  moved  to  postpone  it  till  Sat' 
arday,  which  being  negatived,  a  motion  was  made 
and  carried  for  a  postponement  till  to-morrow. 
MARINE  CORPS. 

Mr.  Sewall  called  for  the  order  of  the  day  on 
the  bill  establishing  a  marine  corps.  The  House 
accordingly  went  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  that  bill,  aod,  after  a  few  objeetionn  from  Mr. 
Macon,  staling,  thai  as  the  marioea  would  be  pro- 
bably acatlered  from  one  end  of  tbe  continent  to 
the  other,  he  did  not  thick  there  was  any  necessity 
for  a  field  officer ;  which  were  replied  to  by  Messrs. 
Sewall  and  Dattok-  The  bill  was  agreed  to, 
and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  t' 


INTERCOURSE  WITH  PRANCE. 
Mr.  Sewall  next  moved  that  the  House  go  into 
aCommilteeof  tbe  Whole  on  the  bill  for  suspend- 
ing the  commercial  intercourse  between  the  United 
Btates  and  Prance,  tnd  tbe  dependencies  thereof, 


and  the  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  accord  i  a  sly. 

Mr.  S.  after  introduciog  a  trifling  amendment 
in  tbe  first  section,  moved  to  fill  the  blank  contain- 
ing the  period  at  which  this  law  should  take  effect 
with  the  first  of  July. 

Mi.  One  thought  this  too  distant  a  period.  He 
conceived,  if  a  vessel  was  about  to  sail  from  this 
port  in  a  few  days,  it  ought  to  be  restrained.  And 
if  a  few  days  were  given,  after  the  passing  of  the 
act  shall  have  been  duly  notified  at  tbe  different 
ports,  he  believed  that  would  be  s:ifficient. 

Mr.  Daitoh  (the  Speaker)  hoped  the  blank 
would  not  now  be  filled.  He  was  not  sure  that  it 
would  be  proper  to  pass  this  bill,  except  there  was  ' 
a  prospect  of  reducing  our  enemy  to  subtnissioB 
by  starving  them.  In  order  to  give  the  committee 
who  reported  this  bill  an  opparlaoity  of  ioforming 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  what  are  the  advan- 
tages expected  to  be  deiived  from  this  bill,  he 
should  move  to  strike  out  the  first  section. 

The  Chairman  said  the  motion  was  not  in  or- 
der, as  the  first  section  had  already  been  amended. 

Mr.  Sewall  moved  the  foUowiog  amendment, 
viz :  "  excepting  any  vessel  to  which  the  President 
of  the  United  Slates  shall  grant  a  passport,  which 
he  is  hereby  authorized  to  giant,  in  all  cases  where 
it  is  requisite  for  any  purposes  of  political  or  na- 
tional intercourse."    Agreed  to. 

Mr.  Gallatih  wish^  to  know  what  was  the 
difference  between  "  the  French  Republic" — ex- 
pressions used  in  the  bill  l—oi  "  the  Qovemment 
of  France  7" 

Mr.  Sewall  said,  the  committee  thought  it  ne- 
cessary to  provide  for  all  possible  occurrences ; 
and  they  conceived  it  might  happen,  that  when  a 

Ceace  sbaU  lake  place,  that  that  country  may  no 
maet  be  a  Republic. 

Mr.  Gallatin  wished  to  know  whether,  if  the 
House  were  about  to  pass  a  bill  relative  to  Great 
Britain,  they  would  use  the  words  "  Kingdom  of 
Greal  Britain,  or  the  Government  of  Great  Bri- 
tain," from  the  possibility  that  that  country  might. 
in  the  course  ofthe  Summer,  become  a  Republic  1 
He  believed  not  He  therefore  moved  to  strike 
out  the  words  "  the  French  Republic,"  which  was 
carried  without  a  division. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  ti 


COMPENSATION  TO  COLLECTORS  OP  THE 
REVENUE. 

Mr.  Harpes  called  for  the  order  of  the  da^  on 
the  bill  for  regulating  the  compensation  of  officeta 
employed  in  tne  collection  of  the  internal  revenue 
of  the  United  States,  and  to  provide  for  the  more 
efiecnial  settlranent  of  their  accounts. 

Mr.  Gallatin  moved  to  discharge  tbe  Com- 
mittee of  ihe  Whole  frora-tfae  further  consideration 
of  this  subject,  with  a  view,  if  that  motion  wu 
carried,  to  postpone  it  till  the  next  session  of  Cm- 
greu.  This  bill,  he  said,  proposed  an  advance  of 
the  salaries  of  those  officers  of  about  25  per  cent., 
though  it  is  well  known  that  the  expense  of  col- 
lecting this  revenue  had  heretofore  been  coaiid- 
eied  as  high.    This  bill  has  been  originated  on  ft 
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repoit  of  ihe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  lo  whom 
was  referred  tbe  petitions  of  two  teienue  officers 
from  Massachusetts,  the  one  a  supervisor,  the  other 
a  collector.  They^  complain  tliBt  their  salaries 
are  not  sufficient.  The  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury gave  it  as  his  opJDioD,  that  it  would  be  impro- 
per to  raise  the  salaries  of  these  two  officers,  with- 
oat  B  general  regulation,  and  that  report  produced 
the  present  bill.  He  did  not  think,  therefore,  as 
there  were  only  two  Eoliiary  complaints  before 
them,  that  it  would  be  pruper,  especially  at  this 
late  period  of  the  session,  to  go  into  the  subject- 
He  had  himself  never  heard  of  any  complaint  of 
tbe  present  salaries  beine  too  low.  He  knew  the 
office  of  Supervisor  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania 
was  filled  by  a  manofgreat  respectability  and  pro-' 
perty,  and  he  believed  these  officers  are  generally 
persons  of  this  description,  who  would  not  accept 
of  them,  if  they  were  not  worth  their  attention. 
He  did  not  thinx  it  necessary,  therefore,  to  go  into 
the  tubject  of  raising  the  salaries  of  all  the  lere- 
nne  officers  of  the  United  States,  especially  when 
Coi^ress  is  about  to  lay  a  land-tax  to  the  amount 
of  two  millions,  which  is  to  be  collected  by  the 
same  officers,  and  upon  which  they  will  be  allowed 
a  certain  rate  per  cent.  The  House  ought  to  know. 
therefore,  what  addition  this  new  tax  will  afibrd 
(hem  before  they  attempt  to  change  the  present 
systetn,  especially  at  a  time  when  all  the  economy 
possible  ought  to  be  observed  in  the  expenditure 
of  public  money-.  He  hoped,  therefore,  tbe  sub- 
ject would  be  postponed. 

Mr.  SewALL  presumed  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  must  have  paid  some  atleotioo  to 
this  subject;  and,  if  su,  he  must  know  that  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has  stated,  that  the 
proposed  augmentation  is  necessary,  in  order  to 
prevent  the  ^atest  embarrassment  in  the  collec- 
tion of  the  internal  revenues.  After  such  a  de- 
claration by  the  Head  of  a  De^rtmenl,  who  must 
be  thoroughly  acqoaloted  with  the  subject,  he 
should  have  supposed  that  no  objection  could 
have  been  made  to  the  measure.  And,  though 
tbe  table  was  not  covered  with  petitions,  he 
had  no  doubt  these  officers  had  pretty  generally 
Slated  their  complaints  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
TreaMiry.  He  himself  knew,  from  the  mforma- 
tion  of  that  gentleman  himself,  that  the  Supervi- 
B0[  of  Massachusetts,  after  paying  his  clerk  hire, 
had  only  »800  a  year  left  for  his  own  ser' 
which  is  less  than  he  would  be  able  to  get 
common  clerk. 

Mr.  Habper  observed,  that  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  had  argued  to  show  that  the  propos' 
ed  augmentation  is  not  necessary ;  or,  if  it  be,  that 
the  land  tax  will  affiird  that  augmentation.  As 
to  the  first  argument,  he  thought  the  opinion  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  might  very  welt  be 
set  against  that  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
Yania,  and  he  says  that  it  is  necessary,  to  prevent 
the  greatest  emtMrrassments ;  and  surely  gentle- 
men will  not  consent  to  risk  these  embarrass- 
ments for  the  sake  of  26  per  cent,  upon  the  pre- 
sent salaries  of  the  officers,  which  may  amount 
to  from  t25,000  to  «30,000.  This  would  be  bad 
economy,  as  it  woitld  risk  revenue  to  three  or  four 
5lh  Com.— 69 


times  the  amount.    But  because  there  are  only 

two  petilioQs  before  the  House,  and  because  the 
gentleman  says  the  Supervisor  of  this  State  is  a 
wealthy  and  respectable  individual,  these  salaries 
ought  not  to  be  raised.  It  might  happen  ihat 
theae  Wealthy  officers,  of  whom  the  geotleman 
speaks,  may  be  the  worst  kind  of  officers  which 
could  be  employed  in  the  business.  In  order  to 
have  the  public  Dusiness  done  well,  the  livelihood 
of  the  person  who  does  it  should  depend  upon  it. 
He  will  then  devote  his  whole  time  and  attention 
to  it.  But,  it  is  said,  the  salaries  of  these  officers 
will  be  augmented  by  means  of  the  land  tax. 
This  depends  upon  themselves,  as  they  may  make 
their  allowance  for  collecting  that  tax  what  they 
please.  Indeed,  a  land  tax  might  not  be  agreed 
to  at  all;  and  he  believed  so  me  gentlemen  wished 
to  destroy  it.  He  hoped,  however,  they  would  be 
disappointed.  Neither  is  the  augmentation  of 
salaries  the  only  object  of  the  bill.  A  more  ener- 
gelic  mode  than  has  heretofore  existed  for  the 
compelling  of  officers  to  settle  their  accounts, 
makes  a  prominent  part  of  tbe  bill.  This  regu- 
lation, he  believed,  was  very  essential,  and  he 
trusted  the  committee  would  not  be  discnarged. 

Mr.  McDowell  was  in  favor  of  discliarring 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  from  the  considera- 
tion of  this  bill.  The  gentleman  from  Masiaobu- 
setts  has  spoken  of  the  clerk  hire  paid  by  the  Su- 
pervisor of  that  district.  What  the  duties  of  that 
officer  may  be,  he  could  not  say ;  but  hesupposed 
the  reaNon  for  his  paying  so  mush  for  clerk  hire 
was,  he  did  nothing  himself.  It  was  the  opinion 
of  the  gentleman  Irom  South  Carolina  that  men 
of  property  and  respectability  are  not 'the  most 
proper  persons  to  fill  the  office  of  Supervisor  of 
the,  Revenue ;  he  differed  from  that  gentleman  in 
opinion.  He  also  believed  that  the  present  offi* 
cers  are  generally  satisfied  with  their  salaries.  If 
they  bad  not  thought  them  adequate,  they  would 
either  have  given  up  their  offices^  or  applied  fur  an 
increase  of  compensation.  But,  it  is  said,  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  is  the  best  judge  of  this 
business.  He  had  no  doubt  he  had  the  best  infor- 
mation on  the  subject;  but  when  he  was  called 
upon  to  increase  a  salary,  he  should  never  surren* 
der  bis  opinion  to  any  otner  officer  of  Clovernment. 
If  it  be  necessary  to  increase  the  pay  of  these  offi- 
cers, it  might  as  well  be  done  by  means  of  a 
higher  allowance  for  the  land  tax  as  in  any  other 

,  Mr.  CpiT  believed,  from  the  information  which 
he  himself  had  upon  this  subject,  that  the  opinion 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  just.  lu  the 
district  from  which  be  came,  he  knew  it  had  been 
difficult  to  obtain  a  revenue  offi.cer.  The  duties 
of  the  office  had  been  so  great,  and  the  compen- 
sation next  to  nothing,  that  the  Supervisor  found 
it  impossible  to  get  an  officer.  The  person  who 
at  present  holds  it,  has  been  importuned  to  take  it, 
and  he  holds  it  in  expectation  of  his  salary  being 
advanced.  He  believed  the  proposed  increase  of 
salary  would  be  saved  in  insuring  a  better  collec- 
tion of  the  revenue.  The  question  for  a  postpone- 
ment was  put  and  negatived,  there  being  only  S3 
votes  for  it. 
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Fridat,  June  1. 
INTEBC0UR8E  WITH  FRANCE. 

The  bill  for  suspending  the  commercial  intei- 
course  between  (he  United  Stales  and  [he  French 
Republic,  waa  read  the  third  time;  and,  after  the 
blanks  were  filled, 

Mr.  Gallatin  inquired,  whether  there  was  not 
a  mistake  in  the  third  section  of  the  bill  in  that 
part  which  related  to  foreigners.  The  bill,  as  it 
Stands,  would  affect  vessels  belonging  to  foreign- 
ers residing  here.  He  proposed  a  change  ii^lhe 
phraseology. 

Mr.  Sewall  had  no  objection  to  the  atierHtjon, 
and  he  supposed  it  mi^ht  be  made  by  general  con- 
sent, without  recommitting  the  bill. 

Consent  was  granted,  and  the  alieratioo  made. 

The  following  question  was  then  put  "  Shall 
this  bill  pass  1" 

Mr.  McDowell  could  not  reconcile  it  to  him- 
self CO  give  a  silent  rote  on  the  passage  of  this  im- 
portant  bill.  He  had  heard  no  reason  assigned 
for  the  introduction  of  this  bill,  either  when  the 
original  proposition  was  before  the  House,  or 
since;  and,  therefore,  thongh  the  bill  might  pass 
by  a  large  maiority,  he  should  gire  his  vote 
against  it.  It  had  heen  said,  bjr  the  gentleman 
from  Massachuseltn,  thst  this  bill  was' intended 
lo  secure  the  property  of  the  citizens  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  from  capture.  How  was  this  to  be 
done  ?  This  bill  wiil  not  lay  an  embargo,  and, 
therefore,  cannot  prevent  our  vessels  from  falling 
into  the  bands  of  the  French,  or  any  other  nation, 
who  chooses  to  attack  them,  If  gentlemen  wish- 
ed to  effect  their  object,  they  ought  to  propose  a 
^neral  embargo;  hut  when  he  found  gentlemen 
indisposed  to  this,  he  could  scarcely  believe  them 
serious  in  their  wishes  to  prevent  the  property  of 
our  citizens  from  being  taken.  By  this  bill  our 
merchants  are  prohibited  from  trading  to  any  of 
the  ports  of  France  or  her  dependencies.  This  he 
neither  thought  politic  or  ju.iI.  He  thought  there 
was  no  cause  for  going  this  length  at  present.  It 
wotild  be  seen  by  the  estimate  on  the  table,  the 
great  amount  of  exports  sent  to  those  countries, 
knd  this  bill  would  not  only  destroy  the  trade  to 
France  and  her  dependencies,  but  affect  also  all 
tmr  other  trade.  Gentlemen  better  acquainted 
With  commerce  than  he  pretended  to  be,  would  be 
aUe  to  ascertain  the  effects  of  this  regulation  with 
more  precision  than  he  could  do;  but  it  appeared 
to  him  that  this  reflation  would  pot  the  whole 
of  our  exports  within  the  power  of  Great  Britain. 
He  hoped,  therefore,  gentlemen  would  consider 
tte  inconveniences  which  would  be  produced  by 
this  measure,  and  not  suffer  their  passions,  which 
are  so  highly  irritated  against  Fiance,  to  lead  our 
own  citizens  into  serious  difficulties,  for  the  sake 
of  doing  her  some  injury.  There'  could  be  no 
doubt,  that  the  moment  France  received  the  in- 
formation of  the  passage  of  tbis  hill,  all  neffotia- 
tion  would  be  put  an  end  to,  and  ihey  will  lay 
their  hands  on  all  the  property  belonging  lo  cili' 
Xens  of  this  country,  which  ihey  can  meet  with. 
He  was  of  opinion  that  the  prudence  of  our  mer- 
ohants  alone  would  be  sufficient  to  regulate  the 


business,  without  Legislative  interference.  Hr> 
McD.  hoped,  therefore,  the  bill  would  be  passed, 
and  called  the  yeas  and  naji  upon  it. 

Mr.  SewALL  said,  it  was  very  true,  as  the  gen- 
tleman from  North  Carolina  observed,  that  do 
general  reasons  had  been  given  in  favor  of  this 
bill ;  and  l^e  did  Dot  know  that  any  opportunity 
had  occurred  in  which  ihey  could  with  propriety 
have  been  given.  Certainly  if  a  measure  meeu 
with  genenU  approbaiioD,  and  passes  without  ar- 
gument and  without  discussion,  it  must  have  been 
carried  for  the  best  reasons.  Reasons,  said  he, 
are  not  strengihened  by  debate;  general  consent 
indicates  the  strongest  reasons  la  favor  of  a  mea- 
sure that  can  be  assigned. 

The  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  has  saj^ 
posed  that  the  only  argument  in  favor  of  this  bill 
was,  that  it  would  be  the  meana  of  protecting  the 
commerce  of  our  citizens;  that' argument,  he 
agreed,  was  forcible,  hut  he  confessed  he  relied 
upon  this  measure  very  much  affecting  our  ene- 
my. It  occurred  to  the  committee  that  this  mea- 
sure might  very  much  distress  the  French  West 
Indies,  which  are  the  harbor  of  a  neat  of  pirat^ 
which  continually  assail  our  commerce.  It  ii 
true,  he  said,  that  our  commerce  is  also  annoyed 
in  the.  European  seas,  but  in  a  iuuch  greater  de- 
gree from  vessels  fitted  out  from  the  West  Indies ; 
the  privateers  from  these  islands  depredate  our 
commerce  upon  our  coast,  and  if  no  measures  are 
taken  to  prevent  it,  they  might  soon  be  expected 
on  out  shores.  Any  measure,  therefore,  which 
can  be  taken,  consistent  with  our  political  situa- 
tion, ought  to  be  taken  to  prevent  this  mischief. 
This  would  not  be  carrying  on  hostility,  hut  would 
withdraw  from  our  enemies  the  means  of  support- 
ing their  hostility.  Gentlemen  have  objected  lo 
this  bill  because  they  coaceiv«  it  wilt  not  have 
this  effect ;  he  was,  on  the  contrary,  in  favor  of  it, 
because  he  believed  it  would  have  the  effect. 

Mr.  3.  considered  our  trade  with  France  as  at 
present  annihilated,  as  well  as  that  with  Spain 
and  Holland,  in  a  great  degree ;  and  France  must 
hereafter,  if  this  hUt  passes  into  a  law,  c«rry  on 
her  trade  with  this  country  by  means  of  vessels 
belonging  to  the  Hanse  Towns,  Sweden,  or  Den- 
mark; and  having  reduced  France  to  the  necaii- 
ly  of  changing  her  rAeasures  with  regard  to  the 
neutral  Powers  of  Europe,  she  might,  perhaps,  ^ 
induced  to  change  ber  conduct  witn  respect  to  th« 
United  States,  or  perhaps  with  respect  to  all  the 
neutral  Powers.  He  thought  this  measure  re- 
commended by  these  political  considerations. 
Whether  it  would  produce  alt  the  effect  which 
had  been  mentioned,  he  could  not  tell,  but  it  wta 
well  calculated  to  produce  it.  And  the  only  ob- 
jection to  (he  measure  appeared  to  be,  that  it  would 
(H^duce  commercial  disadvantages  to  our  mer- 
chants i  but  since  the  adoption  of  the  decree  of  the 
French  Directory,  which  directs  that  all  neutral 
vessels,  with  British  produce  or  mBnufactures  oB 
board,  Ehall  be  confiscated  as  xpod  prizes,  and 
which  goes  to  the  destruciion  oT  nearly  all  our 
trade,  this  objection  would  have  but  little  weight, 
as  a  trade  thus  carried  on  would  stand  but  a  very 
small  chance  of  producing  any  profit.    Soma 
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merchaob,  indeed,  are  of  opioion  that  our  trade 
to  France  and  her  depeodeiicies  has  for  a  long 
time  past  been  attended  with  loss  instead  of  profit. 
It  was  evident,  be  said,  that  the  decree  to  which 
he  had  alluded  had  already  bad  the  effect  in  this 
country  to  lower  the  price  of  our  produce,  as  many 
vessels  employed  in  that  trade  are  now  employed 
in  a  different  manner. 

Mr.  S.  hoped  the  biU  would  therefore  pass.  He 
1vas  uot  prepared  to  stale  all  the  adraatageswhich 
would  attend  this  measure ;  but  he  trusted  those 
^hicb  be  had  mentioned  would  appear  sufficient 
to  show  the  propriety  of  it.  ■ 

Mr.  GA1.LATIN  must  confet^,  without  pretend- 
ing to  be  a  very  good  jud^e  of  the  subject,  ihat 
this  measure  appeared  to  bim  at  least  of  a  doubt- 
ful nature.  The  object  of  it  is  said  to  be  lo  dis- 
tress France  and  the  French  West  Indies  as  much 
as  possible.  How  far  this  could  be  effected,  or 
wbelbei  the  attempt  to  distress  our  enemy  might 
not  distress  ourselves  more  than,  the  enemy,  be 
was  not  able  to  asceiUin  with  precisioo.  With 
respect  to  France  herself,  he  did  not  see  that  it 
could  bare  aoy  effect.  As  to  the  West  Indies, 
Ouadatoupe,  wliich  he  supposed  vraa  the  place 
principally  aimed  at,  was-so  situated  with  respect 
to  neutral  islands  that  she  could  always  procure 
supplies  of  provisions  ftoift  them.  The  only  place, 
then,  which  would  be  affecied  by  this  reffulation 
vould  be  St.  Domingo,  and  there  be  believed  it 
might  have  some  effect.  If  the  intercourse  be- 
tween this  country  and  that  was  stopped,  it  might 
be  distressed  for  want  of  provisions ;  Wt  io  doing 
this  be  was  persuaded  we  should  also  injure  our- 
selves, by  annihilating  our  commerce  and  sinking 
the  price  of  our  produce.  With  respect  to  our 
commerce,  in  six  weeks  or  two  months,  all  the 
trade  which  our  merchants  now  carry  on '  to 
French  ports  would  be  transferred  to  other  neu- 
tral nations.  The  Danes  and  Swedes  will  come 
into  our  ports  and  carry  our  produce  to  the  French 
islands;  so  that  the  only  difference,  after  that 
time,  will  be  that  the  carrying  trade  which  we 
now  have  will  be  transferred  to  those  Powers. 
Prance  will  be  supplied  by  way  of  Holland  or 
Hamburg,  and  as  the  freight  and  other  expenses 
attending  the  trade  will  of  course  be  greater  than 
if  the  commerce  was  carried  on  direct,  it  may  be 
•xpected  the  price  here  will  be  low.  It  would  be 
t|te  same  with  respect  to  provisions.  If  the  mea- 
sure would  be  likely  to  distress  France  or  her 
islands  to  any  considerable  degree,  so  as  the  bet- 
ter to  bring  her  to  terms  of  ace  om  modal  ion,  he 
should  not  object  to  it.  The  inconveniences  at- 
tending ii  must  be  encountered  by  our  citizens ; 
-but  seeing  its  effects  on  our  enemy  would  be 
doubtful^  and  up-m  ourselves  certain,  he  should 
Tote  against  the  bill. 

Effectually  to  prevent  provisions  being  carried 
to  the  West  Indies,  the  exportation  of  ibem  ought 
to  be  forbidden,  both  in  our  own  vessels  and  ' 
others.  Without  this  we  cannot  prevent  our  pro- 
visions  from  being  exported  by  means  of  neutral 
vessels  to  French  ports. 

So  far  as  related  to  his  own  constituents,  Mr. 
O.  said,  they  are  not  iiamedjalely  coucerned  ia 


s  persuaded  thes 
ere  very  far  short 

J  are  willing  and 
preservation  of 
r.  R.  believed  that 


this  question,  as  they  do  not  export  their  produce 
either  to  the  West  Indies  or  any  port  of  Europe, 
w  Orleans,  by  the  Misfussippi,    He  stat- 
ed the  matter  as  it  struck  him,  and  left  other  gen- 

! men  to  enlarge  upon  it. 

Mr.  RuTLGDUB  allowed  that  the  bill  was  liable 
to  the  objection  which  bad  been  urged  by  the  gen- 
tleman Irom  Pennsylvania,  and  which  might  be 
made  against  every  measure  which  would  be  pro- 
posed for  thd  defence  of  the  country ;  it  might 
be  said  of  it  that  it  wilt  produce  some  inconveni- 
ence to  our  cODstitueots,  and  bear  hard  upon  the 
commercial  add  agricultural  interests ;  but  he  b«- 
lieved  no  measure  could  be  devised  which  would 
prove  so  injurious  to  France,  and  as  little  incon- 
venient to  America,  as  suspending  the  commer- 
cial intercourse  between  the  two  countries. 

Erecting  fortifications,  building  ships  of  war, 
and  raising  troops,  will  require  great  additional 
revenue,  render  new  taxes  indispensably  necessa- 
ry, and,  of  course,  will  occasion  some  inconveni- 
ence to  our  citizens;  but  he  n 
inconveniences  and  burdebs  ^ 
of  those  the  people  of  this  cou: 
ready  to  bear  for  the  defence  w. 
their  rights  and  liberliee 

prohibityig  all  intercourse  with  French  ports 
would  not  only  greatly  distress  the  -French  colo- 
nies, but  be  a  very  considerable  means  of  preserv- 
ing oiir  seamen.  If  our  merchants  are  disposed 
to  speculate  and  gamble,  and  will  be  so  adventu- 
rous as  10  continue  trading  with  the  French 
islands  in  (his  perilous  season  of  affairs,  it  is  the 
duty  of  Qovemment  to  restrain  them,  and  take 
care  of  our  sailors ;  this  useful  class  of  our  citizens, 
he  thought,  were  rendered  peculiarly  valuable  by 
the  existing  state  of  things. 

Oentlemen  who  objected  to  the  nreseni  mea- 
sure as  beinff  inconvenient,  had  callea  upon  its  ad- 
.0  know  why  they  bad  nol  advised  a 
greater  inconvenience,  and  asked  why  an  embar- 
go was  not  proposed  1  He  believed  from  a  gen- 
eral embargo  much  distress  would  obtain  to  Ame- 
rica, and  nol  more  inconvenience  to  France  than 
from  the  proposed  regulation;  but  if  this  paitiat 
restriction  shall  prove  inadequate,  and  a  general 
embargo  be  hereafter  deemed  necessary,  it  would 
not  be  objected  to  by  himself  nor  those  with  whom 
he  had  the  honor  to  act. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  thinks  the 

11  under  consideration  will  prove  fruitless,  be- 

luse  the  vessels  of  Sweden  and  Denmark  ma^ 
carry  our  produce  lo  the  French  West  Indies ;  thu 
could  not  be  contemplated  as  a  probable  event ; 
in  the  convulsed  state  in  which  almost  all  the  com- 
mercial States  of  Europe  are,  neutral  bottoms  wilt 
be  in  too  great  demand  in  Europe  to  permit  of 
their  t-eeking  freights  in  America.  If,  however, 
they  shall  come  here,  and  the  Danes  and  Swedes 
become  our  carriers,  we  can  then  adopt  the  regu- 
lation suggested  by  the  Eentleuian  from  Pennsyl- 
vania; we  can  then  prohibit  our  intercourse  with 
the  French,  even  by  means  of  neutrals ;  or  as  that 
may  be  impracticaUe,  inasmuch  as  we  shall  not 
have  any  control  over  a  neutral  vessel  after  ^tit 
leaves  onjr  ports,  we  can  lay  a  general  embargo. 
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Mr.  R.  thought  KCDtleineD  were  greatly  mis- 
taken who  imagined  the  present  measure  would 
lower  the  prices  of  our  produce.  He  did  not  be- 
lieve they  would  fall  la  coosequeBce  of  the  pre- 
sent bill  or  any  which  could  be  passed.  He  did 
not  believe  «  declared  war  would  lower  (he  price 
of  our  grain.  For  some  time  paalj  bd  ex  partt 
war  haa  existed  ;  the  French  have  made  war  in 
every  sea  upon  our  commerce,  which  for  months 
past  h^s  been  bleeding  at  every  pore.  Govern- 
ment  has  not  protected  the  traae  of  the  country, 
but  has,  by  preventing  our  vesseU  from  arming, 
deprived  our  mercbauts  of  the  use  of  ihe  means 
their  wealth  afforded,  of  protecting  themselves , 
thus  iiuurauce  and  seamen's  wages  have  been 
higher,  and  the  price  of  produce  lower  than  they 
probably  will  be  in  a  stale  of  declared  war.  The 
grain  of  the  State  he  had  the  honor  of  represent- 
ing sells  for  leas  than  it  has  done  for  twenty  years 
past,  or  at  any  period  of  the  last  war ;  rice,  which 
IS  the  great  staple  of  the  country,  and  which,  a 
few  years  ago,  sold  at  six  dollars  the  hundred 
weight,  DOW  sells  but  for  a  dollar  snil  a  half,  and 
Indian  corn,  which  article,  the  year  before  last, 
sold  at  a  dollar  a  boahel,  now  sells  for  twenty-five 

The  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  ^ai 
sisted,  that  because  our  trade  to  France  and  her 
dependencies,  for  the  two  last  years,  has  been 
great,  that  we  ought  not  lo  step  it.  He  thinks 
that  merchants  understand  their  interests  better 
than  we  do,  aod  that  it  they,  who  are  in  the  habit 
of  calculating  risks,  think  it  proper  to  prosecute 
trade  with  France,  that  we  oaght,  not  to  reslrai 
them.  Mr.  R..allowed  that  our  exports  to  France 
the  year  before  the  last  had  been  great,  but  said 
that  our  returns  had  been  small  indeed ;  of  the 
great  number  of  valuable  cargoes  sent  to  St.  Do- 
mingo, very  few  hove  been  paid  for.  The  pro- 
clamations of  persons  in  authority  in  that  island, 
and  other  deceptive  contrivances,  have  allured 
much  of  out  property  to  its  ports,  but,  arriving 
there,  it  has  been  arbitrarily  taken  at  a  price  £ied 
by  the  Government,  and  payment  made  by  hilh 
upoQ  France,  which  have  not  been  paid,  and  are 
now  lying  protested  at  Paris,  to  the  amount  c 
many  miSions  of  dollars.  So  it^t  our  export!, 
which  Ihe  gentleman  says  France  has  taken,  have 
been  iilerany  taken,  very  liiile  of  it  having  been 
paid  for.  Upon  such  terms  it  was  impossible  lo 
suppose  this  commerce  would  continue,  and  il  is 
fallacious  in  the  extreme  to  calculate,  as>a  perma- 
nent trade,  that  which  a  peculiar  state  of  things 
has  occasioned  with  the  French  islandu  for  some 
vears  past,  and  which  we  are  now  suffering  for 
haviogengaged  in. 

Mr.  R,  said,  he  was  not  apprehertsive  of  giving 
umbrage  to  any  honest  merchant  or  fair  trader, 
when  DC  declared  it  as  his  opinion,  that  a  trade 
with  France  would  not  and  could  not  be  carried 
on  at  present  hut  by  persons  sinkin?  under  pecu- 
niary ('mbarrassments.  Like  gamblers  upon  the 
threshold  of  ruin,  they  adventure  and  put  at  ha- 
zard the  remnants  of  their  fortune  to  increase  the 
chances  of  recovering  what  had  been  previously 
lost.    The  trade,  he  also  believed,  was  m  a  great  | 


degree  carried  on  for  some  lime  past  by  bankrupts, 
who,  by  means  of  bank  facilities,  and  other  credits 
fraudulendy  obtained,  were  enabled  to  speculate 
in  a  sea  of  danger  and  risk,  into  which  they  would 
not  have  gone  if  they  had  had  anything  to  lose. 
In  such  a  state  of  things,  it  would  be  wise  and  ex- 
pedient for  Gnvemment  to  interfere^  and  say  to 
the  merchants  who  are  willing  to  continue  trading 
wich  France,  although  you  may  be  disposed  to 
continue  this  commerce,  because  it  is  carried  on 
upon  a  borrowed  capital,  and  because  it  is  insured 
in  Europe,  yet  we  will  put  a  stop  to  it,  for  we 
must  take  care  of  our  sailors.  When  they  are 
abused  and  imprisoned,  aod  their  captains  pub- 
licly whipped  in  French  ports,  it  is  our  duty  to 
protect  and  preserve  them  from  a  continuance  of 
such  injuries,  Mr,  R.  concluded  with  observing, 
that  the  present  bill  would  occasion  much  distress 
to  the  French  islands;  would  be  the  means  of 
preserving  many  of  our  vessels  and  seamen,  and 
answer  other  very  valuable  purposes.  He  hoped 
therefore  it  would  pass. 

Mr.  Otib  said,  as  neither  of  the  gentlemen  who 
had  spoken  on  this  subject  had  expressed  an  opin- 
ion which  had  a  primary  influence  on  his  mmd, 
he  would  beg  leave  to  declare  it  in  a  few  words. 
It  wa-1  undoubtedly  de^rable,  that  this  country 
should  have  a  free  commerce  with  all  the  world ; 
but.  under  our  present  circumstances,  with  rela- 
tion to  France,  no  intercourse  will  be  maintained 
with  that  pountry  by  the  fair  American  merchant. 
He  will  not  venture  his  properly  either  lo  France, 
or  to  any  of  her  dependencies.  None  but  merchants 
who  may  have  exclusive  privileges  in  the  ports  of 
France,  will  now  carry  oD  this  trade.  He  had  no 
doubt  that  Citizen  Hedouvitle,  and  other  agents  of 
the  Directory,  would  give  exclusive  privileges  to 
a  certain  description  of  dealers  at  the  expense  of 
the  fair  trtder.  Protections  of  this  kind  had  been 
given,  he  believed,  to  favorite  traders  in  every 
considerable  port  in  the  United  Stales ;  and  were 
not  the  proposed  regulations  to  be  adopted,  these 
persons  would  be  growing  fat  and  rich,  while  the 
whole  body  of  merchants  would  be  suffering  from 
the  injustice  and  violence  of  ihe  French.  He  did 
not  think  it  would  be  prudent  to  leave  room  for 
encouragements  of  this  kind  lo  any  of  our  eiti- 
zens.  For.  while  they  are  in  ihe  habit  of  receiv- 
ing large  favors  from  the  agents  of  the  French 
Government,  they  will  be  likely  to  feel  a  stronger 
attachment  to  the  interests  of  ihai  country  than 
of  their  own;  and  a  stronger  temptation  could  cot 
be  offered  to  them  than  a  monopoly  of  the  Frebck 
trade. 

Mr.  0.  inquired  whether,  in  a  state  of  war,  it 
was  not  usual  and  proper  for  all  nations  to  resiraitt 
their  aubiecls  from  a  direct  trade  with  their  ene- 
mies? And  are  we  not  in  war?  Have  we  not 
passed  a  variety  of  bills  which  gentlemen  have 
declared  amount  to  war?  This  very  morning,  a 
bill  has  been  passed,  which,  according  lo  their 
construction,  reaches  the  climax  of  war  measures. 
If,  then,  we  are  now  in  a  state  of  war,  it  will  be 
inexpedient  to  continue  (o  carry  on  this  traffic. 
But  it  is  said,  if  we  restrain  our  own  citizens,  it 
will  be  carried  on  by  neutral  nations.    To  a  cai- 
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to  a  stale  of  war.  We  must  expecl  that  a  part  of 
OUT  carrying  Irsde  will  be  Cranaferred  to  neulrals 
for  a  timei  but  though  (his  will  affect  the  mer- 
cantile part  of  the  commuiiiiy,  it  will  uot  wound 
the  agricultural   interest  so  deeply  as  a  total  sus- 

fensioD  of  commerce.  If  oeutral  vessels  come 
ither  for  produce,  the  price  will  not  fall  so  low  as 
it  otherwise  would  do,  and  the  farmers  will  be 
tba  better  able  to  bear  the  burdens  which  a  war 
must  necessarily  lay  upon  them. 

Mr.  O.  concluded  his  obserrations  by  some  re- 
marhs  with  respect  to  neutral  nations.  Vie  said 
he  was  tfot  without  hope  that  other  neutral  nations 
would  be  prepared  to  reaenf  the  Ireatmehl  of 
France  towards  them  with  the  same  spirit  which 
had  shown  itself  in  this  country.  The  Liberties  i 
of  mankind  are  not  yet  wholly  prostrate.  All 
these  nations  may  not  submit  to  be  crushed  be- 
neath the  iron  hand  of  oppression.  Mr.  0.  said, 
he  had  been  well  informed  that  a  spirit  of  great 
resentment  bad  been  excited  in  Sweden,  Denmark, 
and  Prussia,  by  the  late  decrees  of  the  F 

nation,  and  be  did  not  despair  of  a  coalitioit 

those  Powers  favorable  to  the  cause  of  the  United 
States,  and  which  should  prevent  the  despotism 
which  had  overspread  so  many  counirie  '~  "  ~ 
rope,  from  conquering  the  world. 

Mr.  W.  C.  Ct.AiH0R[(t;  said,  it  was  his  intention 
to  vote  in  favor  of  the  passage  of  this  bill  for  two 
reasons.  The  first  was,  we  have  many  vessels 
«nd  much  property  afloat  on  the  ocean,  i  '  '  ' 
cannot  adequately  defend,  and  which  is  i 
•tantly  depredated  upon.  This  measure  will  keep 
many  of  our  vessels  at  home.  The  second  was, 
that  It  would  tend  to  increase  our  revenue,  which 
at  this  lime  is  a  very  desirable  thing ;  for  he  was 
of  opinion,  that  the  neutral  Powers  of  Europe 
would  become  the  carriers  of  our  produce  to  tne 
West  Indies.  Denmark^weden,  and  the  Dutch, 
all  possess  islands  in  the  West  Indies  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  the  French  Islands,  and  if  they  come 
nod  fetah  Irway  our  produce,  the  duty  on  tonnage 
"will  he  increased;  and  the  duties  arising  from 
imposts  will  not  be  lessened^  as  they  will  doubtless 
bring  with  them  the  produce  of  Europe  when 
they  come  out  to  this  country. 

The  question  on  the  passwe  of  the  bill  was 
then  taken,  and  stood — yeas  ^  nays  25,  as  fol- 

Yus — John  Allen,  George  Baer,  Jr.,  Bailer  Bart- 
Jrtt,  David  Bioeki,  Blepheu  Balloek,  ChrauphM  O. 
Cbaniplin,  John  Chapman,  ThcHnai  Claiborne,  Wm. 
G.  V:  Glaibome,  James  Cochran,  Joshua  Coit,  Wm. 
Craik,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  Tbomai  T.  Davi^  John  Den- 
nk,  Georgi  Dent,  William  Edmond,  Thomas  Gvana, 
Abiel  Foatsr,  D.  FoMer,  Jonathan  Preiman,  Jamei  GU- 
Jes[ne,  H.  Olen,  Channcaj  Goodrich,  Roger  Griawold, 
Wilhun  Barr^  Grove,  Robert  Goodloe  Baqier,  Thomas' 
Hartley,  William  Hindman,  David  Holmei,  Hezekiah 
L.  Hornier,  Jamea  H.  Imlaj,  Samnel  Lyman,  James 
.  ]fschir,  William  Matthews,  Daniel  Morgan,  Lewi*  R. 
Morria,  Harrison  O.  Otts,  Jonah  Parker,  John  Reed, 
.John  Rutledge,  jun..  James  Bchanunan,  Samuel  Sew- 
all,  T>>nu*  Sinoickwim  Nathaniel  Smith,  William 


Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  George  Thatcher,  Ridiard 
Thomas,  Mark  Thomson,  Thomas  Tillinghast,  John  B. 
Van  Alen,  Peleg  Wadimith,  John  Witliama,  and 
Robert  Williams. 

Nats — Abraham  Baldwin,  David  Bard,  Lemuel 
Benton,  Thomaa  Blount,  Demsey  Burgei,  John  Clop- 
ton,  John  Dawson.  Lucu  Elmendorph,  John  Fowler, 
Albert  tiallatin,  John  A.  Hanna,  Carter  B.  Harrinn. 
Jonathan  N.  Havens,  Matthew  Locke,  Nathaniel  Ma- 
eon,  Blair  McClenachan,  Joseph  McDowell,  John  HU- 
ledga,  Anthony  New,  Richard  Sprigg,  Jr.,  ThonuH 
Sumter,  John  Trigg,  Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  Joasph  B. 
Vamum,  and  AbrahsJn  Venable. 

AMENDMENT  OF  RtJLBS. 
Mr.  T.  Claiborne  called  upthe  resolution  yes- 
terday laid  upon  the  table  by  Mr.  Harper,  pro- 
Sosing  to  rescind  the  rule  prohibiting  mftnMn 
-om  speaking  more  than  once  to  a  question.  It 
«is  taken  up  accordingly,  and  after  some  observa- 
ns  in  favor  of  rescinding  it  by  Messrs.  Harpeb, 
Gallatin.  Macon,  Brooeb,  and  T.  Glaiborni, 
and  against  it  by  Messrs.  Coit  and  Thatcbbk, 
the  motion  was  carried — 40  to  3S.  Members  have 
now,  therefore,  liberty  to  speak  twice  to  any  ques- 
tion  in  the  House,  and  as  often  as  they  please  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

DIRECT  TAIE8. 
The  order  of  the  day  was  called  for  on  the  bill 
for  laying  direct  taxes. 

Mr.  Sgwall  moved  that  the  Cummittee  of  the 
Whole  be  discharged  from  the  further  considera- 
tion of  this  bill,  with  a  view  of  having  it  recom- 
mitted to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  aa 
the  alteration  which  had  the  other  day  been  made 
In  the  principle  of  the  bill,  would  occasion  many 
alterations,  which  would  be  better  made  by  a 
select  committee  than  by  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

The  motion  was  carried— 40  to  33.  The  bill 
was  Bccordinely  recommitted  to  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means. 

JOHN  VAUGHAN. 
Mr.  D.  FoBTBR  called  for  the  order  of  the  day 
on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the 
petition  of  John  Vaughan,  of  this  city,  merchant; 
and  the  House  resolved  itself  inio  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  upon  it.  The  petitioner  prayed  for 
compensation  for  a  loss  sustained  on  a  quantity  of 
silver  bullion,  amounting  to  230,868  ounces  of 
tandard  silver  sent  to  the  Mint  in  the  course  of 
the  year  1795,  as  assayed  and  calculated  by  the 
then  Assayer  of  the  Mint,  at  the  rate  of  nine 
parts  fine  to  pne  part  alloy ;  but,  by  law,  the  said 
silver  Dogbt  to  have  been  assayed  at  the  rate  of 
1483  pi        "  •-'■        ■      " 

for  the  said  bullion,  he  sustained  a  loss  of  two 
thousand  two  hundred  and  sixty  dollars.  The 
Committee  of  Claims  recOromended  this  loss  to 
be  made  good  by  the  Treasury  Department,  and 
:port  was  agreed  to,  without  debate,  both  in 

jiiiue  of  the  Whole  and  in  the  Honse,  end 

a  bill  ordered  to  be  brought  in  accordingly. 
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Monday,  Jane  4. 
Mr.  Macon  informed  the  House  of  the  death 
of  hia  colleaeue,  Mr.  Brtah,  at  aiae  o'clock  this 
morning.  The  House,  in  consequence,  entered 
into  a  resolution  appointiog  the  membets  of  North 
CaroIiDB  a  coramiitee  to  manage  the  fuoend  of 
the  deceaEed,  and  stating  that  the  House  do  at- 
tend the  same.  This  committee  afterwards  re- 
ported that  the  funeral  would  take  jAaco  st  nine 
o'clock  io  the  morning. 

Ml'  O.  FoBTBR  reported  ft  bill  for  the  relief  of 
John  Vanghan,  which  was  twice  read  and  com- 
mitted for  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Harfer  laid  a  resolution  on  the  table  pro- 
Tiding  that  [he  testimony  taken  under  the  act  pre- 
Miibing  the  mode  of  taking  eTJdence  in  caaes  of 
contest  election,  shall  be  admitted  during  the 
existence  of  the  present  Congress ;  which  was 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.  _ 

Mr.  Habpeh  moved  a  resolution  proposing  tW 
prorieion  ought  to  be  made  by  law  for  excusing 
hom  ordinary  miliiia  duty  such  corps  of  volun- 
teers as  shall  be  accepted  by  the  President ;  which 
WB9  ordered  to  lie  on  the  tal]le. 

The  House  afterwards  Tesolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  regulating 
the  compensation  of  the  Supervisors  and  Collectors 
of  the  internal  rerenues  of  the  United  States 
when  considerable  discussion  took  place  on  a  mo 
tion  of  Mr.  Gallatin,  to  strike  out  the  second 
■ection,  on  the  ground  of  this  being  an  improper 
time  to  raise  the  salaries  of  these  officers.  7he 
committee  rose  without  taking  a  question,  and 
liad  leave  to  sit  again. 

JUDICIAL  COURTS. 
Mt.  W.  0.  Claiborne  called  the  order  of  the 
dfty  on  the  bill  for  altering  and  extending  the 
nspecting  the  Judicial  establishment.  The  Hi 
accordingly  went  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  this  bill;  when  on 
Mr.  Coit'b  requesting  information  upon  it. 
Mr.  W.  Claiborne  said,  the  intention  of  this 
bill  was  to  extend  to  the  States  of  Kentucky  and 
Tennessee  the  same  advantages  which  are  eU' 
joyed  by  the  other^tates  of  the  Union.  At  pre- 
■rat  there  is  no  Circuit  Court  in  those  States,  but 
the  whole  of  the  Judicial  business  is  done  by  Dis- 
trict Courts.  This  is  an  evil  which  the  citizens 
have  experienced,  and  they  seek  a  remedy  of  it  as 
n  matter  of  tight;  for,  being  free  and  independent 
fitates,  it  is  their  opinion  they  have  a  right  to  the 
nme  accommodation  with  other  States.  Asking 
this  as  a  matter  of  right,  he  supposed  it  would  Im 
a  thing  of  course.  It  would  require  at  least  one 
mdditional  associate  Judge,  but  two  wonld  be  fonod 
Tery  convenient,  as  the  present  duties  of  those 
officers  aic  very  great.  Some  of  them  are  obliged 
to  be  absent  eight  months  in  the  year.  This  hard- 
thlp  the  Senate  wish  to  remedy  by  adding  another' 
Xttdge,  which  he  hoped  would  be  agreed  to  by  this 
natter. 

Mr.  J.  Williams  moved  to  strike  out  two,  and 


Mr,  CoiT  moved  the 
(0  give  time  to  consider  thi 


committee  rose  accordingly,  and  had  leave  to  ait 

BEDITIOUS  PRACTICES. 

Mr.  Sbwall,  from  the  Committee  for  die  Pro- 

etion  of  Commerce  and  the  defence  of  the 

Country,  reported  a  bill  for  the  prevention  and 

restraint  of  dangerous  and  seditious  practice*, 

which  was  committed  for  Wednesday. 

[This  bill  pToposes,thBtBny  alien  resident,  or  who 
shall  come  to  reside  within  the  United  States,  who 
hath  been  couvicted  of  anr  felony,  or  other  infa- 
moii»  crime,  or  who  shall  oe  a  notorious  fugitive 
from  justice,  upon  ally  charge  of  treasonaEle  or 
seditious  practices,  in  any  fore^;n  State  or  coun- 
try, or  whose  continnance  within  the  United 
Staten  shall  be,  in  the  opinion  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  injurious  to  the  public  peace 
and  safety,  may  he  deemed  and  adjudged  ■  dan- 

Srous  person,  and  may  be  required  to  depart  from 
e  country, and  beappiehended  and  removed  there- 
from. And  if  any  person,  whether  alien  or  citizen, 
shall  secretly  or  openly  combine,  or  conspire  to- 
gether, with  an  intention  of  opposing  any  mea- 
sures of  the  Government  of  the  United  States, 
which  are  or  shall  be  directed  by  the  proper  au- 
thority^ or  to  defeat  the  operation  of  any  law  of 
the  United  States,  or  to  discourage  or  prevent  any 
person  holding  any  place  or  office  in  or  under  tn 
Ciovernment  of  the  United  States,  from  under* 
taking  or  executing  his  trust  or  duty;  and  if  any 
person,  wilh  intent  as  aforesaid,  shall,  by  aoy 
writing,  printing,  or  advised  speaking,  ihreatek 
such  officer  or  person  in  public  trust,  with  any 
danger  to  his  character,  persdn,  or  [n^^Krty,  oc 
shall  counsel  or  advise,  or  attempt  to  procure  any 
insurrection,  riot,  or  unlawful  assembly  or  com- 
bination as  aforesaid,  whether  such  conspiring, 
dtc.,  shall  have  the  proposed  effect  or  not,  shall 
and  may  be  pnnished,  upon  the  conviction  of  the 

offence,  by  a  floe  not  exceeding dollaia,  and 

by  binding,  with  sufficient  surety  fur  good  be- 
haviour, or  by  imprisonment  for  a  term  not  ex- 
ceeding   years ;  and  if  the  person  sb  eonv ieied 

ihatl  he  an  alien,  he  lAa^  be  farther  adjudged,  in 
ieu  of  such  bindingVr  imprisonment,  to  be  Un- 
shed and  removed  from  the  territory  of  the 
United  States.] 

TcESDAV,  June  5. 
Mr.  RtTTLEnuE  proposed  a  resolution  to  the  fol- 
lowing  effect,  which  was  unanimously  agreed  to : 
RAohtd,  That  the  menben  of  this  House,  from  k 
desire  of  showing  their  reipsct  to  Out  [ate  Nathan 
Bryan,  Esq-,  member  of  this  Houm,  deoeased,  will  go 
Inic  moqming  for  one  mondi,  by  wearing  a  crape  on 
the  lafl  arm." 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  for 
the  relief  of  persons  imprisoned  for  debt,  were 
taken  up  and  agreed  to. 

VOLUNTEER  SERVICE. 
Mr.  Harper  withdrew  his  resolution  of  yeeter- 

n  respecting  the  exemption  of  volnnteers  from 
nary  militia  duty,  and  proposed  the  following 
Tesolutions  in  its  place,  riz : 
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jRtiaivmt  with  fYanct. 


J,  Thrt  pRxUrai   ought  to  be  made,  by 

i«w,  fiir  Meoipting  from  ordinuy  militu  Jaty,  mcfa 
eorpa  of  volantMn  u  iluU  be  uetptad  by  ths  Preii- 
drat  of  the  United  SUtei,  punuant  to  the  third  «ec- 
tion  of  the  act,  entitled  "  Ad  act  authoruing  the  Pre«i- 
duit  of  the  United  States  to  raiae  a  proviaional  army ;" 
■Bch  exunpLion  to  contiuae  dnring  the  time  for  wUch 
the  uid  corp*  ahall  be  lec^ctirel;  acceptad. 

"  Raobed,  Th«t  piovisiiin  oogfat  to  be  made,  bj 
law,  for  enabling  the  Pieaident  of  the  United  Statai  to 
appoint  and  eommiaaioD,  immediately,  all  aucb  officen 
■■  be  may  judge  propeT,  for  nuaing,  organiiijig,  and 
eonunanding  inch  TOltmteei  eorpa ;  inch  officen  to  ra- 
eeire  no  pay,  w  othei  emolnmenta,  till  called  into  ae- 
toal  aerriea. 

*■  Seioked,  That  pmriaioti  ooght  to  be  made,  by 
law,  for  enablmg  ihe  Prvddent  of  the  UDi(«d  Btttea  to 
■Dl^y  (Qch  of  the  aaid  voluntaen  u  may  be  id  need 
tbenof,  with  cannon,  amall  arma.  and  aeeoutiemanta, 
•idler  by  aale  or  loan,  aa  he  may  jadge  moat  elpedient ; 
aud  under  regulationa  to  be  eatabliabed  on  that  aubject. 
"  Rtiolted,  That  OTOviiion  ought  to  be  made,  by 
law,  for  enaUing  tha  Pieaident  of  the  United  Statea  to 
oataHiah  r^uIationB  for  Ihe  goremment  of  the  aaid 
Tolunteei  coipa,  whan  aidered  on  military  duty,  bnt  not 
in  aetnal  aervice. 

"  Betohtd,  That  proriraon  onght  to  be  made,  by 
law,  for  enabling  the  Pieaident  of  the  United  Statea  to 
appmnt  and  commiaaion,  immediately,  all  officer*  ne- 
ceaaaiy  fbi  the  army  of  ten  thonaand  men,  provided  for 
by  the  firat  aection  of  the  afbieaaid  act ;  audi  officen 
to  receive  so  pay  or  emolument!,  till  the  railing  of  tho 
Hid  army  ahall  hare  actaallj  been  eommeneed." 

Mr.  Harper  moved  a  leference  of  these  resolu' 
tioii£  to  [he  Comroittee  for  the  Protection  of  Com^ 
merce  and  the  Defeoce  of  the  Country;  but  Mr. 
McDowell  deiirio^  they  mi^ht  lie  on  the  table 
till  to-morrow,  they  lie  accordingly. 
DIRECT  TAXES. 
Mr.  Habpbh,  from  the  Cominitiee  of  Wava  and 
Meana,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  for  layiaf 
kud  collecting  direct  taxes,  reported  a  new  bilL 
entitled  "AMI  proTtding  far  the  valuation  of 
lands  and  dwelling  houses,  and  for  the  enum 
licMi  of  slaves  in  the  'United  States,"  which 
committed  for  Friday. 

Mi.  Hahfeb  aaid,  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Ueans  having'  agreed  to  exclude  from  the  bill  just 
r«p<»ted  everytbing  which  Tetale»  to  the  col- 
lecting of  Ihe  taxes,  and  to  confine  it  to  the  oa- 
■enmeDt  only,  he  snould  move  to  discharge  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  from  a  farther  conside- 
ration of  that  bill,  and  for  the  recommittal  of  it 
irhich  wat  accordingly  done. 

COMPENSATION  OF  COLLECT0B8. 
According  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  House 
a^in  went  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
bill  for  reflating  the  compensation  of  offieei 
employed  m  the  collection  ol  the  internal  levenu 
of  the  United  States,  and  to  provide  for  the  moi 
effectaal  settlement  of  their  accounts ;  and,  after 
adopting  several  amendments,  the  bill  was  gone 
IbrcKigb,  and  reported  to  the  House. 

RELATIONS  WITH  FRANCE. 
'A  Message  was  received  from  the  President 
»r  TBB  Unitsd  Statbb,  as  follows : 


of  Ihe  Senate,  and 
Oeatlemeii  of  tie  Moute  of  BtpraerUaitve*  .- 
I  now  tranamit  to  both  Houaea  the  rommnnicatiflM-. 
traa  onr  Envoys  at  Paiia,  lecaved  ainca  the  laat  whidl . 
have  been  pnaeuted  by  me  to  both  Hooiea. 

JOHN  ADAMS. 
UniTiD  Btams,  Jurt<  S,  1788. 


table.     m^^Afipendia:.) 


WEDNEaDAY.  June  6. 
LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

Mr.  Harper  called  up  the  reaolation  which  hr- 
taid  upon  the  table  some  time  ago  proposing  that 

I  member  shall,  during  the  remainder  of  the  se»- 

3n,  have  leave  of  absence,  except  in  case  of  siek- 

ss  of  himself  or  family. 

It  was  objected  agamst  this  motion,  that  it 
would  deprive  this  House  of  its  right  of  judgment 
in  particular  cases,  and  there  could  be  no  doubt 
that  great  cautioo  woatd  be  eiercixed  in  granting 
leave  of  absence  to  members  m  future. 

The  resolution  was  negatived,  there  being  only 

3  votes  for  it. 

Mr.  Allen  proposed  a  resolution  to  the  follow- 

"  Retobxd,  That  there  ahall  be  a  call  of  the  Honsa  at 
half  paat  eleven  o'clock  eveiy  day  on  which  the  HoqM 
shall  sit  during  the  preaant  araMon." 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

RELATIONS  WITH  FRANCE. 

Mr.  D.  FoHTBR  laid  the  following  reaolulioiu 
upon  the  table,  riz: 

"  Wheieaa  the  French  Repnblic,  regvdlei*  oflhaaa 
piinciplea  of  good  ftith  which  ought  to  uMure  a  due 
obeeryance  of  treatlea,  have,  in  variona  inatancaa,  vioM- 
ed  the  eipreaa  stipulationH  pf  the  treatiea  heretofina 
made  and  subnating  between  the  United  State*  and 
the  French  nation,  in  a  manner  highly  injniiona  to  tha 
inteieat  and  honor  of  the  United  Stale*  i  try  reason 
whereof  the  United  Stales  are  relesied  Irom  all  obliga- 
tion on  their  part  to  respect  the  aaid  treatiea,  or  to  eob- 
sider  themselves  as  holden  or  bound  thereby. 

■■  Retohed,  That  it  is  expedient  to  make  a  Legisla- 
tive declaration  noliiying  the  eitiiena  of  the  United 
Btatei,  and  all  otheri  concerned,  diat  the  aaid  treatiea 
are  no  longei  obligatory  upon  the  United  Stale*. 

"  Renlved,  That  provinon  oog^t  to  be  made  by  kw, 
anthoriiing  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  gnat 
letten  of  marque  and  rapiiaal  againat  all  ship*  and  olbat 
veaaela,  with  theii  cargoei,  found  on  the  high  aeaa,  aaik 
ing  under  the  authority  of  the  French  Republic,  oi  be- 
longing to  the  aaid  Republic,  or  any  of  the  citizeM 
thereof  oi  ite  dependencies;  lo  continue  and  be  in 
force  until  the  Fiench  ^Oovemment  shall  nvoke  and 
annul  the  oiden  and  decrees  authoriiing  the  captnn 
and  detantian  of  the  veaaela  and  proper^  of  the  dti- 
tena  of  the  United  Stale*,  oontraiy  to  the  lawa  of  nv 

"  Ratdeed,  That  proviaion  onght  to  be  made  by.laMr 
gtanting  ■  bounty,  in  proportion  to  the  siie  and  mm- 
bei  of  guna,  on  all  armed  vessels  (which  shall  be  takan 
and  bMOght  into  any  of  the  porta  <tf  the  United  Stalaa) 
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beloDging  to  the  Republic  of  France,  or  to  »n;  of  the 
dtiieni  thereot,  oi  of  its  dependencies,  or  to  othen  sail- 
ing under  the  authori^,  or  pietance  of  authoiity,  from 
the  eud  Bepublic." 

Tliey  were  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table, 
COMPENSATION  TO  COLLECTORa. 

The  House  then  took  up  the  report  of  theCora- 
miltee  of  the  Whole  oa  liie  bill  to  leeulale  the 
com  pen  sat  ioD  of  officers  employed  in  loe  collec- 
tioQof  the  internal  revenues  of  the  United  Stales 
and  to  provide  for  the  more  efiectual  settlement  of 
their  accouDts.     And,  after  the  stneodments 


Mr.  Macon  observed,  that  the  advances  which 
had  been  made  to  the  salaries  of  the  revenue  offi- 
cers by  this  bill  had  been  made  with  but  litile  in- 
formation, as  it  could  not  be  told  how  they  would 
exactly  operate  ;  and,  as  the  land  tax  about  to  be 
laid,  would  of  course  produce  some  difference  in 
the  salaries  of  these  officers,  he  wiihed  the  bill  to 
be  limited  in  its  duration,  and  proposed  to  insert  a 
clause  to  eonGue  its  operation  to  two  years. 

This  was  opposed  by  ibe  friends  of  the  bill,aad 
the  motion  was  negatived— 37  to  36. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for 
a  third  reading  to-morrow. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  re- 
specting Loan  Office  certificate*,  indents  of  inter- 
est, and  final  setilement  certificates,  were  taken 
up,  and  agreed  to. 

"     JOHN  VAUOHAN. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  D.  Foster,  the  House  went 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  for 
the  relief  of  John  Vaughan,  which  was  reported 
to  the  House  without  amendment. 

On  the  question  being  put  oo  its  going  to  a  third 

Mr.  Macon  moved  that  the  bill  be  recommitted 
in  order  to  have  a  general  bill  reported  .in  its 
place;  as  there  could  be  no  doubt  that  every  one, 
wbo  was  in  the  same  situation  with  Mr.  Vaughan, 
would  apply  for  relief,  when  they  see  it  has  been 
granted  to  iiim. 

Mr.  D.  Foster  did  not  see  the  necessity  for  this. 
It  would  be  time  enough  to  make  the  allowance 
Then  it  was  called  for.  He  believed  there  were 
few  others  in  similar  circumstances. 

The  question  for  recommitting  the  bill  was  put 
■ud  negatived,  there  being  only  16  votes  for  it.  It 
was  then  ordered  to  be   read  a  third  lime  to- 


VOLUNTBER  SERVICE. 
Mr.  Habper  called  up  the  resuluiions  which  he 
yesterday  laid  upon  the  table  respecting  the  vol- 
.unteers  and  provisional  array ;  which  he  moved  to 
refer  to  the  Committee  for  the  Protection  of  Com- 
merce and  the  Defence  of  the  Country. 
,  Mr.  McDowell  hoped  these  resolutions  would 
-not  be  referred.  He  believed  most  of  them  are 
already  provided  for  in  the  law  authorizing  the 
President  to  raise  a  provisional  army.    It  is  there 

Erovided  that  the  President  shall  appoint  officers 
>th  in  the  10,000  troops  to  be  raised,  and  in  the 
volunteer  corps,  as  soon  as  the  officers  could  be  , 


necessary,  and  be  could  see  no  use  in  legislating 
afresh  on  this  subject  at  this  late  period  of  the 
session.  The  other  part  of  the  resolution  whick 
went  to  free  the  volunteers  from  militia  dnly  was 
still  more  objectionable.  It  is  in  opposition  to  the 
laws  of  several  of  the  States,  which  direct  that 
every  citizen  shall  be  trained  as  a  militiaman.  Be- 
sides, if  these  Tolunteers  are  not  to  be  disciplined 
along  with  the  militia  of  the  State,  he  could  not 
seehow  they  are,  in  many  cases,  Io.be  disciplined 
at  all,  except  officers  arc  lo  be  appointed  to  ride 
over  the  country  for  the  purpose ;  for  they  will,  in 
some  parts,  be  so  scattered,  that  they  cannot  be 
drawn  together  for  the  purpose  of  training.  For 
his  part,  he  could  see  no  propriety  in  dividing  vol- 
unteers from  [he  militia  nefore  they  are  called  into 

Mr.  Harper  had  no  doubt  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina  thought  this  provision  unnecoi- 
sary,  because  it  went  to  make  the  law  belter  than 
it  IS  at  present ;  and  improper,  because  it  will  give 
efficiency  to  the  volunteer  corps,  which  he  so 
much  dislikes.  That  gcnllemao  was,  however, 
mistaken  with  respect  to  the  provisions  of  the  law 
which  had  been  passed  with  respect  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  officers.  The  President,  by  that  law,  can- 
ppoiut  officers,  until  the  men  are  called  into 
ce;  nor  is  he  authorized,  according  to  its 
strict  construction,  to  give  commissions  to  enter- 
prising individuals  who  may  be  willing  to  under- 
take toe  raising  of  volunteer  corps.  All  he  could 
do  at  present  was  to  receive  these  cortts,  after  they 
are  raised.  He  might,  indeed,  promise  commis- 
sions to  such  as  shall  raise  men ;  but,  in  order  that 
the  President  may  have  the  power  to  raise  the 
greatest  possible  number  of  volunteer  corps,  he 
wished  him  to  have  the  power  of  grenting  com- 
"  ■  '  "fd  that  no  pay  shall 

mtil  they  are  called 

to  actual  service. 

With  respect  to  the  provisional  army,  the  Pres- 
ident is  placed  in  exactly  the  same  situation.  He 
is  empowered  to  raise  tbe  armv,  in  case  of  eer- 
tain  contingencies,  and.  when  Ine  army  is  raised, 
'le  can  appoint  the  officers.  But  he  believed  it 
ras  desirable  that  he  should  have  the  power  of 
ppointing'the  officers  immediately,  thaltbey  may 
be  known  ;  and  when  tbe  contingencies  shall  ar- 
rive which  will  authorize  the  raising  of  tbeansy, 
the  business  may  be  entered  upon  immediately, 
without  waiting  two  or  three  weeks  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  officers ;  and  as  they  are  to  receive 
no  pay  until  the  army  is  raised,  he  could  see  do 
reasonable  objection  to  this  course. 

It  had  been  said  that  there  is  no  occasion  for 

law  to  declare  volunteers  are  not  liable  to  be 
called  upon  to  do  ordinary  militia  duty  i  but, 
he  knew  a  different  opinion  existed  in  the  War 
Office,  and  he  supposed  in  the  President  of  the 
United  States.  It  was  believed  by  them  and  other 
respectable  authorities,  that  these  volunteers  are 
not  exempt,  on  account  of  their  volunteer  service, 
from  ordinary  military  duty.  This,  he  said,  prove* 
a  great  hindrance  and  discouragement  to  the  v(d- 
unteers ;  and,  because  it  is  a  hindrance  aud  dis- 
couragement to  the  formation  of  volnntaet  eorps, 
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he  wished  to  remove  il ;  tbough,  for  (he  Mine 
reason,  he  suppled  the  geDtleman  fiom  North 
Carolina  wodN  wish  to  keep  it  as  it  is. 

With  res^t  to  iraining,  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolma  is  of  opinion  it  would  be  best  done 
along  with  the  militia;  but  he  tbooghi  il  would 
he  best  done  apart  from  ihemililia.  The  lawautbor-* 
izes  the  calling  of  them  out,  but  does  not  put  them 
under  articles  of  war  until  they  are  (tailed  into 
actual  service.  He  wished  to  give  the  President 
power  to  institute  rules  for  the  regulation  of  these 
corps  in  the  meantime,  and  therefore  be  proposed 
the  measure.  Mr.  H.  said  he  should  have  moved 
an  immediate  adopiioa  of  the  resolution,  had  he 
not  wished  to  avoid  a  double  discussion. 

Mr,  Dana  wished  to  know  whether,  if  these 
resolutions  were  referred  to  the  Qommittee  of 
Commerce  aod  Protection,  the;  would  be  obliged 
to  report  by  bill  ? 

The  Speaeer  answered  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  McDowell  said  he  mi^ht  not  perhaps  per- 
fectly understand  the  bill  which  had  been  passed 
for  raisinga  provisional armj,  but  he  thought  tliai 
he  was  not  mistaken  in  this,  viz  :  that  the  officers 
to  the  volunteer  corps  are  to  he  appointed  as  soon 
-'as  the  corps  are  accepted  by  #e  President,  andiin 
.  the  provisional  army  as  soon  as  imminent  danger 
appears,  to  make  the  raising  of  the  army  Decena- 
ry. And  from  the  motion  brought  forward  this 
morning,  by  a  genlleman  who  may  be  supposed 
to  be  pretty  well  acquainted  with  the  views  of  the 
Executive,  it  might  he  supposed  he  did  not  think 
that  danger  very  distant.  [Such  remarks,  the 
Spbakeb  said,  were  wholly  out  of  order.]  Mr. 
McD.  said  his  intention  and  (hat  of  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  were  very  diSl-rent.  That 
eentleman  wishes  to  give  ihe  President  all  power 
in  this  business,  aod  he  wished  the  House  to  exer- 
cise as  much  as  they  could  do  with  convenience 
to  themselves. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  had,  oo  a 
former  occasion,  sounded  the  praise  of  our  heroic 
young  men,  who,  he  said,  were  eager  to  come  for- 
ward in  defence  of  tbeir  country,  but  we  would 
not  receive  them  ;  but  now,  when  the  po^er  of 
receiving  them  had  been  given,  the  (one  of  that 
gentleman  is  changed.  He  finds  ibey  do  not  Bock 
to  the  standard  so  fast  as  he  expected,  and  he 
wants  to  send  out  officers  in  search  of  volunteers. 
Mr,  McD.  was  sorry  to  hear  that  spirit,  of  which 
the  gentleman  had  boasted  so  loudly,  now  flagged  ; 
but  he  did  not  wish  to  employ  officers  to  use  their 
efforts  to  raise  it,  because  he  believed  whenever 
real  danger  appears,  that  wilt  be  sufficient  to  rouse 
a  spirit  in  every  citizen  to  defend  bis  country. 

The  question  for  a  reference  was  put  and  car- 
ried—40  to  37. 


The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Vaughao  was 
read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  Si-roREAVEa  laid  (he  following  resoluiioD 
apon  the  (able ; 

"  Saohtd,  That  the  Attorney  General  of  the  Uni- 
'  ted  StatM  be  directed  to  ptepan  and  report  to  thia 


Hotiee,  a  plan  to  regiilate  (ha  procew  and  practice  of 
the  Conrta  of  the  United  States,  bj  a  uniform  sjitein." 

Mr.  Dawson  laid  the  following  resolution  upon 
(he  (able : 

"Stmlved,  That  the  Preiident  of  the  United  States 
be  reqaested  to  cauM  to  be  laid  before  thia  Haaie,  sach 
InfonDAlion  as  he  ponenei  respecting  the  conduct  whicfa 
has  been  observed  b;  the  BHliih  Gcnemment,  or  by 
persons  acting,  or  pretending  to  act,  by  or  under  the 
autbority  (hereof^  towards  the  neutral  rfghta  of  con- 
menx  i^lhe  United  States,  noce  ttie  ratificatioQ  of  Ae 
lubeistiag   Treat;  of  Aoiity,  Commerce,  and   Navi> 

MILITARY  APPROPRIATIONS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sgwale,  the  House  took  up 
the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  making 
appropriations  for  the  Military  Establishment  for 
the  year  1796.  These  amendments  proposed  to 
consolidate  all  the  appropriations,  amounting  (o 
$1,411,798,  (including  $200,000  already  appropri- 
ated on  account,)  under  one  head,  instead  of  hav- 
iog  them  particularized  under  a  number  of  dis- 
tinct heads,  as  il  was  agreed  to  have  them,  after 
very  considerable  debate  in  this  House ;  to  allow 
$324,000  for  the  expenses  of  the  auartermaster 
Oeneral's  Department,  instead  of  $150,000,  as  con- 
laioed  in  the  bill  passed  by  this  House;  to  add 
$9^141  under  the  head  of  contingencies;  and  to 
strike  out  the  words  "  which  sums  shall  be  solely 
applied  to  ibe  objects  for  which  they  are  respect' 
ively  appropriated." 

On  agreeing  to  [he  first,  some  debate  took  place, 
io  which  the  same  arguments  were  used  on  the 
same  subject  as  when  lormerly  uoder  considera- 
tion, viz ;  in  favor  of  the  amendment,  by  Messrs. 
Sewall,  Dana,  Dayton,  and  Sitoreaveb,  that 
the  specification  of  the  appropriations  would  em- 
barrass the  proceedings  of  the  War  Department, 
and  might,  in  some  cases,  be  attended  with  great 
inconvenit^Dce  and  injury  to  the  service,  particu- 
larfy  in  the  event  of  any  uoforeseen  accident.  On 
the  other  hand,  it  was  argued  by  Mr.  Gallatin 
that  hereiofore  the  want  of  this  specification  had 
been  very  evident,  and  that  without  it  [here  coold 
be  no  check  atfainsi  (be  eipenditure  of  any  appro- 
priation madeby  this  bill,  as,  if  more  money  should 
be  wanted  under  one  bead  of  expense  than  was 
appropriated  for  it,  it  would  be  taken  fromanother, 
to  which  more  had  been  appropriated  than  might 
be  necessary  for  that  object,  so  that  the  distinct 
estimates  became  useless,  and  the  whole  might  as 
well  he  appropriated  in  one  sum.  Mr.  Habfeb 
took  a  middle  course,  aod  wished  the  amendments 
of  the  Senate  to  be  disaereed  to,  in  order  to  pro- 
duce a  conference,  in  which  he  said  a  less  par- 
ticular specification  mi^ht  be  agreed  upon  than 
had  been  agreed  upon  in  this  bill,  which  he  had 
always  been  opposed  to  as  being  too  particular ; 
but  be  was  far  from  wishing  the  appropriation 
to  he  left  at  large,  as  proposed  by  the  Senate. 
It  was  at  length  carried— 45  to  32. 

The  ameodment  for  increasing  the  appropria- 
tion under  the  Quar[erma5[er  General's  Depart- 
ment by  $74,000,  was  advocated  bv  Messrs.  Dana 
and  KtTTERA,  on  (he  ground  of  its  being  necessary 
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for  Mme  items  which  had  not  before  come  jnlo 
notice.  It  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Gallaiin  and 
J.  Williams.  Mr.  Harpek  was  in  favor  of  makiae 
the  whole  ttppropriation  ^200,000,  (which  would 
have  beeo  ^,000  less  iban  the  aboTc)  The 
question  oa  the  latest  sum  was,  however,  put 
and  carried — 48  votes  beiog  in  &vor  of  it.  The 
committee  rose,  and 

Tiie  House  took  up  their  report,  whea  the  yeas 
utd  nayt  were  called  by  Mr.  Oau.i.tih  dd  tbe 
above  two  amendment  B,  and  they  were  tskeo  upon 
bod)  questions  together,  and  decided  in  the  affirm- 
ative—yeas 46,  nays  34,  as  follows : 

Tui— John  Allen,  Oamge  But,  jr.,  Bailciy  Butlett, 
J*mea  A.  Biyird,  Uayid  Brooks,  Demwy  Burgea,  Chris- 
topher G.  Champlin,  Jrunei  Cochran,  Joahua  Cmt, 
Wiltiim  Craik,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Oennii,  George 
Dent,  WQltam  Edmond,  Thomas  Evans,  Abiil  Foater, 
Dwigfat  Foster,  Jonathan  Freeman,  Eeni;  Glen, 
Channcev  Goodrich,  Roger  Griswold,  Thomu  Hartley, 
.  William  Hindman,  Hezekiah  L.  Hoimer,  John  Wilkei 
Kitlera,  Samuel  Lyman,  William  Matthens,  Daniel 
Morgan,  Lewis  R.  Morris,  Harrison  G.  Otis,  Isaac  Par- 
ker, John  Reed,  John  Butledge,  jr.,  James  Sehnieman, 
Samuel  Sawtll,  William  Shepanl,  Thomas  Sinnit^aan, 
Samuel  Si^reavea,  Nathaniel  Smith,  George  Thatcher, 
Bidiard  Thomas,  Mark  Thomson,  Jcdin  E.  Van  Alen, 
Peleg  Wadraorth,  and  John  WilliantB. 

Nats — Abraham  Baldnin,  David  Baid,  Thomas 
Blount,  Kidiard  Brent,  John  Chapman,  Wm.  Charles 
Cole  CUibome,  John  Cloplon,  Thomas  T.  D»ia,  John 
Dawson,  Lucaa  Elmendorph,  John  Fowler,  Albert  Gal- 
latin, James  Gillespie,  Andrew  Gregg,  John  A.  Hanna, 
Bobert  Goodloe  Harper,  Carter  B.  Harrison,  Jaosthan 
N.  Havens,  Joseph  Heiater,  David  HoUnea,  Matthew 
I^ron,  Nathaniel  Mbfod,  BUii  McClentchan,  John 
Mlledge,  Anthony  New,  Wm.  Smith,  Richard  Sprigg, 
iun.,  Richard  Stanford,  Thomas  Samter,  Thomas  Til- 
Hnghast,  Abram  Trigg,  Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  Joseph 
B.  Vaxnom,  and  Abr^iam  Venable. 

COMPENSATION  OF  COLLECTORS. 

The  bill  for  resulating  the  compensation  of  the 
officers  employed  in  the  collection  of  the  internal 
revenue  of  the  United  States,  and  to  provide  for 
the  ni.ore  effectual  settlement  of  their  accounts, 
was  read  the  third  time,  and, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ELMENnoRFH,  the  yeas  and 
nays  were  taken  on  its  passage,  and  determined 
in  the  affirmative,  49  to  32,  as  follows : 

YiAi— Jdin  Allen,  George  Baer,  jr.,  Bailey  Bartlett, 
Jamea  A.  Bayard,  David  Brooks,  Stephen  Bullock, 
Chriatopher  O.  Cbamplin,  John  Chapman,  James  Coch- 
ran, Joshua  Coit,  William  Craik,  Samnel  W.  Dana, 
Jobii  Dennis,  George  Dent,  William  Eduond,  Thomas 
Svans,  Abid  Faster,  Dwight  Foster,  Jonathan  Free- 
man, Henry  Glen,  Chauncey  Goodrich,  Roger  Gris- 
wold, John  A.  Hanna,  Robert  Goodloe  Haiper,  Thoa. 
HarUsy,  Heiekiah  L.  Hoamei,  John  WUkea  Kittera, 
Samud  Lyman,  William  Malthewa,  Lewis  R.  Morris, 
Harrison  G.  OUs,  Isaac  Parker,  John  Reed,  John  Rut- 
ledge,  jr.,  James  Schureman,  Samuel  Sewail,  William 
Shepard,  Thomas  Sinnickson,  Samuel  Sitgreavea,  Na- 
thaniel Smith,  Richard  Sprigg.  jr.,  George  Thatcher, 
Richard  Thomas,  Mark  Thomson,  Thomas  TiUinghaat, 
John  E.  Van  Alen,  Joseph  D.  Vammn,  Peleg  Wads- 
worth,  and  John  Williams. 

NA>t— Abrthant  Baldwin,  Thomas  Blount,  Riohnd 


Bimt,  Oemsey  Burgee,  Thomaa  Claiborne,  Waikn 
Chailea  Cole  Claiborne,  John  Clo»ou,  Thomas  T.  Da- 
vis, John  Dawson,  Lucas  ElmantftqAi,  John  FowIk, 
Albert  Gallatin,  Jamea  Gillespie,  Andrew  Gregg,  Car- 
ter B.  Hanison,  Jonathan  N.  Havens,  Joseph  Heistst, 
Dsvid  Holmes,  Matthew  Lyon,  Nathaniel  MacoB, 
,'BIair  McClenichan,  Joseph  McDowell,  John  Milledge, 
Anthony  New,  Josiah  Parker,  WiUism  Smith,  Richaid 
Stanfbni.  Thomss  Snmter,  Abram  Trigg,  Philip  Van 
OoTtlandl,  Abraham  VenaUe,  and  Robert  WilUanu. 

PBOTECTIOH  OF  COMMBHCB. 

Mr.  Sewall  said,  the  committee  appointed  to 
consider  on  the  proper  measures  to  be  taken  for 
the  protection  ofcommerce  and  the  defence  of  the 
country  had  bad  it  suggested  to  them  that  two 
mistakes  had  escaped  in  two  of  the  bills  passed 
this  seasion.^iz :  the  act  for  arming  and  equip- 
ping a  number  of  small  vessels,  and  that  Tespec> 
ing  the  revenue  cnilers.  In  the  former,  it  is  said 
the  officers  shall  have  the  same  rank,  pay,  and 
subsistence  with  the  officers  upon  the  Naval  Es- 
tablishment. This,  said  he,  is  by  no  means  neces- 
sary, and  would  show  a  great  want  of  ecoDomr, 
as  a  much  lower  rank  would  be  sufficient.  Wiln 
respect  to  the  cnittrs,  they  are  limited  to  thirty 
nlen,  though  seveiH  of  them  will  cany  seventy 
men.  It  is  necessary,  therefore,  to  make  same 
amendments  to  these  two  acta.  Mr.  8.  reported 
a  bill  for  the  purpose,  which  was  twice  reao,  and 
coinmitled  for  lo-morrow. 

THE  JUDICIARY. 

On  motion  of  Ur.  W.  Claibobrb,  the  HoiHe 
avain  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  for  altering  the  Judicial  Department ;  ImI, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dattb,  the  Atrtncr  cossidetft- 
of  this  bill  was  postpcned  till  the  next  ■esaioo 


ADJOURNMENT  OF  CONGRESa 
Mr,  Gallatin  said,  it  waa  desirable  that  it 
should  be  known  at  what  time  the  present  session 
of  Congress  would  probably  close.  He  found,  by 
conversing  with  difierent  members  on  this  sut 
iect,  that  there  exists  a  variety  of  opinion  upon  it. 
Many  gentlemen  think  it  would  be  proper  to  ad- 
journ within  a  short  period,  appointing  an  earlier 
day  than  the  Constittitional  day  for  the  next  ses- 
sion ;  other  gentlemen  say  this  is  no  time  to  talk 
of  adjournment,  but  that  the  session  ought  to  be 
permanent.  Whatever  might  be  determined  hy 
a  majority,  he  supposed  would  be  generally  sub- 
milted  to;  but  from  the  frequent  applications  for 
leave  of  absence,  it  was  evident  many  memben 
are  impatient  to  oring  the  session  to  a  close.  If  it 
was  determined  to  make  the  session  permaiient.it 
would  probably  be  necessary  for  several  gentle- 
men, who  had  not  contemplated  any  such  thin^, 
to  obtain  leave  to  return  home  to  arrange  their 
affairs.  He  (bouffht,  therefore,  if  they  met  ear- 
lier, it  would  be  best  to  have  a  short  recess.  In 
order  to  take  the  sense  of  the  House,  he  proposed 
two  resolutions  for  their  consideration,  to  the  fol- 
lowing effect,  which  were  ordered  to  lie  till  t«»> 


"Rtmhti,  IWta 


DiqinzedhyGoOt^le 


1877 

JnHE,1799.] 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


Lettert  of  Marqiu,  •Jc. 


fH.o 


whether,  ind  when,  it  mij  be  proper  to  due  the  pre- 
•ent  lenioa  of  Congren,  end  aba  to  appoiat  a  time  (or 
their  neit  meetiitg. 

•■  StMoivtd,  That  a  conbrmiee  ha  leqqeated  m6t  the 
Senate,  on  the  mbject  matter  of  the  above  reaolntiaD , 
■ad  that  the  nme  committee  be  oooftffeai  on  the  part 
of  thia  Honae  for  the  purpOM." 

Mr.  Q.  said,  he  knew  that  the  Senate  had,  on 
t  former  oecauon,  declined  eonferrine  wiih  the 
House  on  thU  subject ;  bai^  perhaps,  they  might 
not  DOW  object  to  ii. 

FniDATi  June  8. 

Mr.  J.  WiLLtAHS  reported  a  bill  prondioc  arms 
for  the  militia  throughout  the  United  States^ 
which  was  committed  for  Wednesday  next. 

Mr.  SiToflEAvBB  balled  uo  his  resolution  re- 
quiring the  Attoroey  General  (o  prepare  and  re- 
port a  plan  to  this  House  for  regulating  the  pro- 
cess and  practice  of  the  Courts  of  the  United 
Stales  by  an  uniform  system;  which  was  agreed 
to  after  tne  addition  oi  the  words  "at  the  next 
aession"  was  made. 

Mr.  Dawson  called  up  the  resolutionj  which  he 
yesterday  laid  upon  the  table,  proposing  to  call 
upon  the  President  for  information  relative  to  the 
conduct  of  the  British  since  the  treaty  waa  con- 
cluded between  the  two  countries;  which  was 
taken  up  accordingly,  and  negalired  without  de- 
bate—47  to  38. 

ADJOURNMENT  OF  CONGREBB. 

Mr.  Gallatin  called  up  his  resolutions  for  the 
appointment  of  a  committee  to  consider  whether 
and  when  it  will  be  proper  for  the  two  Houses  to 
adjourn.    The  first  being  taken  up, 

Mr.  Allen  wished  [he  resolution  to  be  amend- 
ed in  such  a  way  as  that  the  committee  might  re- 
port what  business  it  thought  it  would  be  proper 
to  act  upon  during  the  session. 

Some  doubt  having  been  expressed  as  to  ihE 
propriety  of  instructing  a  committee  of  confer- 
ence— 

The  Speaker  read  two   instances  from  the 
Journals,  in  which  the  same  practice  had  tak< 
place. 

The  mover  accordingly  agreed  to  accept  of  the 
amendment 

Mr.  SiTOREATEB  moTcd  to  strike  it  out.  He 
said  it  was  impossible  for  any  committee  to  say 
what  business  it  might  be  necessary  to  bring  be- 
fore the  House,  when  it  was  seen  tnat  every  day 
produces  measures  of  imporlaDce  arising  out  of 
our  present  Bituation.  No  one.  would  now  say 
wbeiber  it  would  not  be  necessary  for  Congress 
to  sit  until  their  powers  eipire,  (the  3d  of  ifarch 
next.)  He  thought  the  instruciion,  therefore, 
■very  improper. 

Mr.  J.  Williams  hoped  the  amendment  would 
be  agreed  to.  It  was  well  known  that  this  House 
cannot  adjourn  without  the  consent  of  the  Senate. 
It  was  desirable,  tberefore,  to  know  their  opinion 
on  the  subject.  If  a  day  was  fixed  for  adjourn- 
ment, and  any  particular  business  arose,  doubtless 
it  would  be  done.    It  was  nsual,  b<,said,  in  all  the 


Legislatures  with  which  he  had  been  acquainted 
to  appoint  a  committee  of  this  sort  towards  the 
close  of  a  session,  lo  report  what  business  it  would 
he  proper  first  to  attend  to.  When  this  was  be- 
fore the  House,  it  could  then  be  ascertained  wbe- 
the  session  could  close  at  the  lime  pro- 

The  motion  for  striking  out  was  carried,  45  to 
36.    The  resolutions  were  then  agreed  to,  and  a 
appointed. 


LETTERS  OF  MAR^DB,  &c 
Mr.  D.  Foster  then  called  up  his  resolutions 
__lative  to  granting  general  reprisals,  letters  of 
marque,  A«.,  wbich,  being  read,  he  moved  to  refer , 
toihe  Committee  for  the  Protection  of  Commerce 
and  the  Defence  of  the  Country,  with  power  to  re- 
port by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Davis  hoped  these  resolutions  would  not 
be  refened.  It  appeared  very  strange  to  him  that 
gentlemen  should  be  deiiirous  of  taking  this  step  at 
resent.  He  had  heard  much  in  this  House  aMut 
'reneh  parlies,  and  of  gentlemen  being  attached 
1  France,  but  he  thought  the  House  had  wit- 
nessed, not  many  minutes  ago,  something  of  an- 
other party,  [referring  to  the  n^ative  which  had 
been  put  upon  the  resolution  calling  upon  the 
President  for  infoTTnatifai  respecting  Bntish  depre- 
dations.] And  yet,  when  we  have  lately  received 
information  from  France  that  peace  is  probably 
yet  within  our  grasp,  a  motion  is  brought  foward 
which,  if  adopted,  would  effectually  shut  out  all 
hopes  of  a  favorable  termination  of  our  dispute, 
In  the  conclusion  ol  the  late  despatches,  he  read  as 
follows : 

"  AawB  were  taking  our  leave  of  Mr.  TaDep'and,We 
told  him  that  two  of  na  nonld  return  immediately,  to 
receive  instmctioni  of  our  Oovemment,  if  that  would 
be  agmable  to  the  Directory ;  if  it  was  not,  we  woaU 
wait  some  time,  in  the  expectation  of  receiving  in* 
stroction*." 

So,  that  two  of  our  Commissioners  might  be  ex- 
pected shortly  to  return^  to  lay  certain  proposition* 
before  the  Government  here,  or  that  they  will  write 
for  farlber  instructions;  and,  wbiUt  ttiese  tbinfs 
are  pending,  can  a  proposition  like  the  present  be 
justified?  He  thought  not.  It  was  not,  in  his 
mind,  a  declaration  of  war;  but  it  was  evidently  a 
war  measure.  And  when  it  is  evident,  from  oar 
Envoys'own  showing,  that  thenegotiation  between 
ibem  and  the  Minister  of  Foreign  A&irs  in 
France  was  in  train  oa  the  Sth  of  March,  the  date 
of  their  last  despatches,  as  certain  propositions 
ha^  been  made  to  them  which  were  not  rejected, 
he  (bought  it  would  be  extremely  imprudent  to 
refer  resolutions  of  so  hostile  a  kind'as  these  cUr 
tainly  ate.  It  would  be  time  enough,  Mr.  D.  saM, 
to  adopt  a  measure  of  this  kind  when  our  Envoys 
shall  have  informed  us  that  peace  is  unattainable; 
but,  whilst  they  held  up  a  contrary  expectation,  he 
could  not  consent  to  do  anything  which  should 
cast  wholly  away  the  hope  of  preserving  a  state 
of  peace.  With  respect  to  the  first  resoIutioiL 
which  declares  the  treaty  between  France  and 
this  couniry  void,  he  had  not  much  objection  (o 
it,  because  it  must  be  so  considered  from  the  laWa 
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ing  letters  of  nian^oe  and  general  reprisal 
thought  very  objectionable  iodeed. 

Mr.  Harper  said,  if  the  argumeois  of  the  ^ en- 
tleman  from  Kentuckj'  were  well  fouaded,  he  had 
notiottoducedlhematlbe  proper  time.  If  he 
the  state  -of  our  negotiation  with  France 
light  which  he  bad  placed  it.  his  objections  lo  this 
meaauie  aienaturalandconaistenl;  out  they  ought 
to  be  made,  when  a  btU  is  brou^hi  in,  against  its 
beioR  read  a  aecoud  timej  or,  if  the  motion  bad 
sow  Deen  to  adopt  the  resolutions  instead  of  refer- 
ring them,  the  remarks  which  he  had  made  would 
have  been  perfectly  in  order;  but  thai  gentleman 
must  know  that  there  is  agreat  difference  between 
committing  and  agreeing  to  adopt  a  rejoliitioD. 
He  would  confess  that  he,  for  one,  should  not  now 
be  ready  to  a^ree  to  any  of  those  propositions, 
though  a  fortnight  hence  he  might  be  willing  to 
adopt  them  aU.  If  the  motion  was,  therefore,  for 
adopting,  instead  of  referring  them,  he  should 
movea  postponement,  or  the  previous  question,  or 
take  some  other  mode  of  disposing  of  them;  Dot 


when  the 


at«lj',  or  let  them  lie  un  ti!  farther  information 
received  from  our  Commissioners;  or,  if  they  re- 
port a  bill,  that  bill  might  lie  until  gentlemen 
thought  proper  to  pass  upon  it.  He  did  not,  there- 
fore, see  any  nound  for  the  alarm  which  the  gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky  has  shown.  He  confessed 
he  could  not  look  upon  our  negotiation  with 
France  as  in  the  iMopy  train  in  which  It  appears 
to  that  gentleman.  He  knew  we  might  hdve  peace, 
if  we  would  consent  to  have  our  property  plundered 
ad  libitum;  or  by  paying  a  contribution  to  the  full 
amount  of  ourabiluv  to  pay,  which  were  the  tetma 
that  Talleyrand  and  bis  agents  had  offered  to 
Envoys;  and  this  loan  was  made  a  ainequa 
by  Talleyrand.  He  could  not  tell,  therefore,  how 
the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  could  conci ' 
negotiation  to  be  in  good  tram,  except  he 
ing  to  pay  the  tribute  which  Fiance  demands 
from  us. 

But,  as  he  had  already  said,  the  present  question 
is  neither  to  adopt  the  resolutions,  nor  lo  give 
them  the  least  sanction,but  to  refer  them  to  a  com- 
mittee over  whose  acts  the  House  have  a  com- 
plete control;  and  though  be  should  vote  for  ibe 
reference,  he  should  not  consider  himself  as  hav- 
ing given  any  countenance  to  the  resolutions 
themselves,  though  he  expected  the  time  would 
soon  come  when  it  would  he  propBt  to  adopt  the 
(wo  last  resolutions;  but  he  thought  it  was  not  yet 
arrived,  and  that  (here  is  other  business  which 
may  be  done  to  advantage  in  the  meantime. 

fMr.  Venable  said,  the  gentleman  la.'t  up  had 
awn  a  distinction  between  committing  these 
resolutions  and  agreeing  to  them,  and  had  said  that 
he  himself  is  not  ready  to  agree  to  them.  Mr.  V. 
thought  resolutions  of  this  kind  ought  not  to  be 
laid  upon  the  table  before  the  House  is  ready  lo 
decideupon  them,  as  themoment  the  foreign  nation 
to  which  they  have  reference  hears  thai  suchreso- 
lotions  have  been  broujtfht  forward,  they  will  take 
advantage  of  it,  and  seize  all  the  property  belong' 


ing  10  our  ciii2tns  within  their  power.  If  the  reso- 
lutions are  not  proper,  therefore,  to  he  adopted, 
they  ought  imm^iately  to  be  rejected ;  for,  if  this 
is  not  done,  we  may  expect  that  not  only. ell  the 
property  of  our  citiaens  in  l^rench  ports  will  be 
seized,  but  that  all  our  vessels,  without  exception, 
which  can  be  met  with  will  be  taken.  He~honed, 
therefore,  if  gentlemen  are  of  opinion  with  hint 
that  the  lime  for  taking  measures  like  the  present 
is  not  yet  arrived,  that  (he  reference  would  be  re- 
fused. It  would  do  infinite  mischief.  We  ought 
not,  he  said,  to  show  a  spirit  of  this  kind,  until  we 
are  perfectly  prepared  to  act.  And  as  he  believed 
the  House  is  better  calculated  to  judge  of  the  pro- 
priety of  thus  changing  the  situation  of  the  coun- 
try, than  any  committee  could  be,  he  should  not 
choose  to  ask  the  opinion  of  the  Committee  for  the 
Protection  of  CunimGrce  and  the  Defence  of  the 
Country,  what  he  should  do  in  this  case. 

Mr.  R.  Williams  observed,  that  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  seemed  to  argue  m  favor  of 
committing  these  resolutions,  as  ifno  time  would 
be  so  proper  for  doing  so  as  the  present.  But  he 
believed  this  House  would  be  equally  capable  of 
judging  of  this  matter  hereafter  as  a[  present,  and 
could  act  upon  tbem  in  future  as  well  as  now. 
Why,  then,  ought  the  House  now  to  refer  them, 
when  even  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
says  he  is  not  prepared  to  vole  for  ihem ;  but  that 
if  he  were  called  upon  now  lo  vote  upon  them,  he 
should  give  his  ne^tive  on  the  question? 

If  appeared  to  him,  Mr.  W.  said,  that  the  refer- 
ence of  these  resolutions  could  have  no  other  ap- 
Earance  than  that  of  a  challenge,  and  will  doubt- 
is  produce  the  consequences  which  has  been 
mentioned  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia.  And 
however  their  vessels  may  have  depredated  upon 
our  commerce,  and  suffered  their  citizens  to  plun- 
der us  at  sea,  they  have  not  gone  so  far  as  to 
make  it  a  national  act  to  seize  all  the  properly  of 
our  citizens  within  their  power.  He  was,  there- 
fore, opposed  to  this  reference;  for  though,  when- 
ever the  time  of  actual  war  shall  arrive  (for  it 
seemed  as  if  it  must  arrive,)  we  shall  think  it 
necessary  lo  do  Fiance  all  ihe  mischief  ve  can, 

'  '      '' '         think  it  would  be  prudent  to  tell 


Q  to  injure  them,  in  this  or  that  way, 


yet  he  did  i 

before-hand. 

He  had  another  reason  for  voting  against  this 
reference.  However  proper  the  disiincllon  might 
be,  Mr.  W.  said,  between  a  reference  and  the 
adoption  of  these  resolutions,  the  argumeni  could 
'  ipply  to  the  first  resolution ;  for  he  should 
:be  10  favor  of  referring  any  resolution  which 
he  did  not  think  the  House  nad  the  Constitutional 
power  of  acting  upon.  But  he  did  not  believe 
that  this  House  has  the  power  to  annul  a  freatv; 
if  they  had,  it  appeared  lo  him  that  they  Wotud 
havtf  ibe  power  of  defeating  the  treaty-making 
power  as  laid  down  by  the  Constitution.  This 
him,  at  least,  a  very  doubtful  subject. 
Harribon  believed,  that  to  refer  these  res- 
olutions would  be  to  give  them  a  degree  of  sane- 
he  looked  upon  the  question  as  very 
important,  he  should  call  for  the  yeas  and  nafa 
upon  it    They  were  agreed  to  be  taken. 
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Mr.  Gallatin  snid,  it  ippeared  to  him  that 
ihe  committee  to  wliom  il  is  proposed  to  reler 
these  resolutions  might,  without  tDis  reference, 
hsTe  brought  the  subject  before  the  House,  as 
they  are  appointed  lo  coDsider  whatever  relates 
to  ine  protectioD  of  commerce  and  the  defence  of 
the  country.  The  reference  must  mean  some- 
thing more,  therefore,  than  a  mere  initruciioQ  to 
them  to  consider  the  subject,  because  they  have 
alieady  those  instructions  given  to  ihem  generally 
in  tfaeir  original  appointment.  What,  Ee  askea, 
could  be  obtained  by  a  vote  on  this  subject?  He 
iTKs  at  a  loss  to  know.  He  could  <ee  no  possible 
(rood  to  be  derived  from  it.  He  wished,  indeed, 
tnecommitteotowhom  it  is  proposed  to  refer  these 
resolutions,  instead  of  doing  the  business  commit- 
ted to  them  by  piecemeal,  in  the  manner  which 
they  had  adopted,  had  laid  before  the  House  at 
once  a  complete  general  plan  of  defence  consistent 
with  the  present  situation  of  the  country.  A 
majority  of  this  House  seem  not  only  realylo 
take  cv^ery  defensive  measure,  but.  in  a  certain 
degree,  offensive^  measures  also.  This  having 
been  once  determined,  the  committee  might  very 
well  prepare  sueb  a  plan.  Such  a  plan  would 
be  mo.re  consistent  ami  uniform,  than  if  individnal 
members  were  lefY  to  bring  forward  any  measures 
which  it  may  strike  them  as  necessary  to  be  taken. 
Of  what  use,  Mr.  G.  asked,  had  been  the  reference 
of  a  set  of  resolutions  made  some  days  ago  by  Mr. 
81TOREATE8?  No  report  has  been  made  upon 
them.  A  part  of  them  were  of  the  same  nature 
with  these,  and  would  authorize  a  report  on  this 
subject,  if  the  committee  had  not  the  general 
power  already  mentioned. 

If,  then,  no  advantage  can  be  derived  from  a 
reference  of  these  resolutions,  and  as  some  disad- 
vantages, which  have  already  beea  meniioned, 
may  be  the  consequence,  he  trusted  they  would 
not  be  referred. 

80  far  as  any  conclnsioa  conld  be  drawn  from 
the  despatches  of  our  Ministers,  he  confessed  he 
had  no  great  hopes  of  our  negotiation  with  France 
being  concluded  in  an  effectual  manner.  He 
saw  a  kind  of  negotiation  open  between  oar  En- 
voys and  the  French  Miaister  for  Foreign  Affairs. 
He  saw  that  the  latter  had  asked  for  a  loan ;  a 
demand  inadmissible  by  our  Envoys,  since  it  was 
contrary  to  thpir  instructions;  a  demand  inadmis- 
aible  from  any  instructions  they  might  hereafter 
receive,  for  the  sentiments  of  the  Biecoiive  on 
that  subject  were  well  known;  and,  he  would 
add.  a  demand  inadmissible  in  its  very  nature, 
inadmissible  in  the  opinion  not  only  of  this  House, 
but  of  every  individual  in  the  House.  So  that, 
as  long  as  that  demand  was  insisted  npon,  no  ac- 
commodation could  be  effected.  But  it  miist  have 
been  remarked,  in  the  late  despatches,  that  when 
our  Envoys  inquired  of  Mr.  Talleyrand  wltfther 
a  loan  of  money  was  the  uliimatium  of  the  French 
Oovernmenl,  he  did  not  choose  to  give  a  direct 
answer.  This  shows  it  to  be  possible  that  this 
demand  may  not  be  their  ultimatum;  and  if  not, 
■a  we  have  heard  it  reported,  {^though  not  offi- 
oially,)  that  one  of  our  Commisuoners  still  re- 
maiDi  in  Paris,  it  would  not  be  prudent  to  take 


any  step  that  would  defeat  any  treaty  which 
might  be  in  contemplation. 

Besides,  the  gentlemen  in  favor  of  adapting 
measures  of  this  kind,  must  know  that  the  com- 
mittee, to  whom  it  is  proposed  to  refer  the  resotu- 
tions,  can  at  any  time  make  a  report  on  the 
subject  without  the  reference,  whenever  they  shall 
chink  the  state  of  things  requires  these  measures 
should  be  taken.  He  hoped,  therefore,  the  reso-- 
lotions  would  not  be  referred. 

Mr.  Corr  felt  embarrased  on  this  subject.  If  he 
were  called  upon  to  vote  for  a  reference  of  these 
resolutions  at  present,  he  should  vote  against  it. 
He  difiered  in  opinion  from  gentlemen  who  think 
there  is  a  probability  of  a  favorable  issue  of  out 
negotiation  with  France.  If  our  EuToys,  or  any 
of  them,  were  mad  enough  to  make  a  treatr. 
upon  sucn  terms  as  the  French  propose,  ilwoula 
not  preserve  peace  between  the  two  countries. 
He  believed  we  should  have  war;  but  he  did  not 
wish  10  go  on  faster  to  tbif  state  of  things  than 
the  people  of  this  country,  aud  the  opinion  of  the 
world,  would  justify. 

Mr.  C.  was  aware  that  to  refer  these  resolutions, 
was  not  to  agree  to  them ;  but  he  ihou^t  il  woola 
be  giving  them  a  sort  of  sanctioit.  Measures  might 
tmnup,  he  said,  which  would  make  the  adoption  of 
these  resolntioDs  proper,  though  he  did  not  think 
the  time  yet  arrived.  He  therefore  moved  a  post- 
ponement of  the  question. for  one  week. 

Mr.  W.  Claiborme  hoped  the  motion  for  post- 
ponement would  prevail,  for,  though  a  reference 
of  those  resolutions  would  not  be  a  complete 
sanction  of  them,  he  should  consider  it  as  a  pre- 
lude to  a  speedy  adoption.  His  observation  on 
the  past  proceeoings  of  the  House  justified  this 

Mr.  C.  differed  in  opinion  from  the  centleman 
from  North  Carolina  as  10  the  power  of  Congress 
with  respect  10  treaties.  He  believed  Congress 
has  a  right  lo  do  away  any  treaty  by  a  Legisla- 
tive act;  if  not  he  should  think  he  lived  under 

e  most  miserable  Government  upon  earth. 

What,  said  Mr.  C.  is  the  nqiure  of  the  injuries 
which  we  have  received  from  France?  ilave 
they  not  been  wholly  maritime?  and  have  we  not 
done  all  we  can  conveniently  do  foe  the  defenoe 
of  our  commerce?  Were  not  all  onr  marine 
force  already  under  such  regulations  as  to  be 
enabled  to  act  to  great  advantage  in  the  preven- 
tion of  future  outrages  on  onr  commerce  ?  Why, 
then,  shall  we  proceed  to  measures  which  mool 
inevitably  involve  the  country  in  war?  Will  the 
adoption  of  these  resolutions  give  us  a  single  ship 
or  gnn?  No,  Why,  then,  widen  the  breach  be- 
tween the  two  countries,  by  actios  upon  a  mea- 
more  replete  with  impolicy  than  any  act  he 
saw  tn trod Dced  into  that  House.  If  it  were 
adopted,  il  would  go  to  the  destruction  of  our 
commerce  with  several  of  the  ^real  commercial 
Powersj  for  Ihe  moment  war  is  declared  with 
France,  we  shall  also  be  at  war  with  Spain  and 
Holland,  her  allies.  And  when  a  war  with  Spain 
shall  lake  place,  the  commerce  of  the  Southern 
States  and  Western  country  wilt  be  immediately 
gone,  and  alt  our  veeseb  in  Preach,  Dutch,  ta  ■ 
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^ese,  he  said,  were  evils  wlucli  he  foresaw  would 
Bttend  (he  adoptioa  of  tfaeae  resolutionii,  and  he 
ulled  upon  the  mover  lo  show  a  single  advan- 
tage which  could  be  derived  from  ih^ir  adoption. 
He  hoped,  therefore,  tbe  queatioa  would  be  post- 
poned for  a  weeki  aad  if,  at  tbe  end  of  that  period, 
nothing  shall  hare  uauspired  whicb  wHI  make 
their  adoption  proper,  be  trusted  ther  trould  then 
be  farther  poslpoiked.  If  France  is  deteronined  to 
'have  war  with  us,  we  must  and  will  defend  gur- 
■elvei;  but  be  was  desirous  that  no  act  of  ours 
should  show  that  we  ourselves  wish  for  war. 

Mr.  BiTOBBAVES  did  not  feel  very  loiiciiaus 
Thether  the  reference  of  these  resolutions  should 
or  afaould  not  be  postponed  for  one  week,  as  he  did 
not  think  so  short  a  time  wotild  make  any  essen- 
tial difierence  in  the  state  cf  ihiEigs;  but,  as  he 
knew  no  good  purpose  that  could  be  answered  by 
tbe  pOBtpoaemem,  be  should 


offer  his  reasons  in  favc 


i  uiamst  It.    H« 
ofthe  reference, 

a  who  had  been  i 


lOM 

geneially. 

Mr.  S.  said,  those  gentli  ._. 

the  habit  ^'.observing  the  frequency  and  facility 
vilh  whicf  a  certain  deseription  of  the  members 
of  this  House  could  put  on  and  shak*  off  the  most 
important  principles,  as  occasion  required,  would 
not  be  surprised  at  tne  comparison  ne  was  about 
*lo  state  between  their  conduct  now  and  on  a  for- 
mer occasion.  Everybody  recollected  that,  some 
time  ago,  tbe  resolutions  of  a  grenadier  company, 
at  Portsmouth,  in  Virginia,  were  presented  to  tbe 
House;  and  that,  when  it  was  proposed  to  refer 
these  resolutions  to  a  Committee  of  [be  Whole  an 
the  state  of  the  Union,  it  was  objected  to,  because 
they  contained  a  most  abominably  gross  and  in- 
decent libel  on  the  Oovemment  and  those  who 
administered  it.  Tbe  reference  of  those  libellous 
i«solutiODs  was  nevertheless  advocated  by  one 
aide  of  the  House  very  warmly,  and  eventually 
earned  by  a  majority ;  and  it  must  be  well  remem- 
bsred  that  this  cour*e  lyas  justified  by  its  advo- 
cates, on  the  ground  that  the  reference  of  a  pro- 
position to  a  committee  could  not  by  any  impti- 
eation  be  construed  into  an  approlraiion  of  the 
propoaition ;  and,  therefore,  while  those  gentlemen 
urged  the  reference  of  the  grenadier  resoloiions, 
ifaey,  one  and  all,  disavowea  all  participation  in 
the  sentiments  they  contained.  Bui  now.  when 
resolutions  highly  important  and  intimately  con- 
nected with  the  welfare  of  tbe  country,  are  pro- 
nosed  by  a  member  of  the  House  in  discharge  of 
bis  doty,  and  it  is  moved  tbat  these  resolutions 
•hould  ne  referred,  in  the  usual  and  ordinary 
eourseof  proceeding,  for  the  purpose  ol  consider- 
ation, the  same  members  who,  on  the  former  oc- 
eaaion,  disclaimed  all  pollution  from  the  reference 
of  Magnien's  Libel,  affect  to  declare  that  the 
reference  now  proposed  cannot  be  made  withi 
adopting,  or  countenancing,  or  sanctioning,  it,  a 
certain  dmee,  the  specific  propositions  to  be  re- 
ferred. How  they  can  reconcile  this  verHiiiliiy 
of  principle  to  tbe  rules  of  rectitude'  or  reason,  he 
■as  at  a  loss  to  conjecture;  it  appeared  to  him 
thai,  if  the  princi[de  ibe^  ww  maintain  ia  just, 
'  theae  geiulemea  have  stibjMted  themselves  to  the 


imputation  of  "adopting,  or  countenancing  or 
sanctioning,  to  a  certain  degree,"  the  libel  of 
Captain  Magnien  and  his  grenadiers — or,  on  the 
other  band,  if  the  principle  which  they  then  eon- 
tended  for  was  just,  they  absolutely  fail  in  the 
ground  of  their  present  opposition. 

His  colleague  (Mr.  Qi^llatih)  bad  fallen  into 
two  mistakes ;  be  bad  said  that  these  resolutions 
are  of  the  same  nature  with  ihoee  which  he  (Mr. 
SiTOREAVca)  had  the  honor,  some  days  ago,  to 
lay  before  the  House ;  and  that  the  ciunmittee,  to 
which  the  resolutions  are  proposed  to  be  referred, 
hava  at  present,  all  the  power  which  this  reference 
would  ^ire  them.  He  was  not  correct,  in  the  first 
place,  in  saying  that  these  resolutions  are  of  the 
same  nature  with  those  formerly  submitted.  The 
former  propositions  suggested  a  course  of  special 
reprisal,  in  cases  limited  and  defined ;  the  present 
propositions  are  for  letters  of  general  marqne  and 
reprisal,  which  modes  of  proceedinfj  are  essentiBl- 
ly  different  in  their  nature  and  their  incidents,  in 
□ry  and  practice.  The  present  woposi- 
tions,  also,  recommend  a  declaration  on  the  suIk 
ject  of  the  treaties,  to  which  the  former  ones  made 
noallusioQ.  He  believed  bis  colleague  tobeequal- 
ly  mistaken  in  bis  other  assertion,  that  the  com- 
mittee had  already  power  'to  report  to  tbe  extent 
of  these  resolutions,  if  they  should  deem  it  expe- 
dient Their  general  power  was  to  consider  and 
-eport  upon  so  much  ofthe  President's  Speech  as 
reuites  to  the  protection  of  commerce  and  defence 
ofthe  country ;  and  this  authority,  when  construed 
with  relation  to  the  Speech,  cannot  be  considered 
as  going  beyond  the  measures  of  defence,  strictly 
compatible  with  the  neutral  position  in  which  we 
stood  at  the  commencement  of  the  session;  and 
could  not.  without  an  express  reference,  justify 
tbe  committee  in  proposing  broad  measures  of  hos- 
tility. This,  however,  is  a  questimi  of  form  mere- 
ly. If  the  committee  have  already  the  power,  the 
reference  proposed  can  do  no  mischief;  if  they 
have  it  not  already,  it  remains  to  inquire  whe- 
ther they  ought  not  to  have  it.  Heconceived  they 

OBgbt. 

He  did  not  mean  to  give  an  opinion  whether 
the  specific  propositions  contained  in  these  resohi- 
tions  ought  actually  to  be  adopted  ;  that  is  not  now 
the  question ;  and  all  the  argumeuis  that  have 
been  urged  in  relation  to  tbe  actual  expediency  of 
the  measures  proposed,  have  been  irrelevant  and 
oui  of  order.  The  question  is,  whether  tfaey  do 
not  form  proper  subjects  for  submission  to  a  com- 
mittee 1  On  this  point  he  had  no  hesitation  to 
say,  that  the  eouaciis  of  the  nation  could  not  too 
soon  turn  their  serious  attention  to  these  subjects. 
Oentlemen  could  not,  with  any  propriety,  contend 
that  the  situatitfn  of  the  country  u  the  same  a« 
before  the  receipt  of  the  last  despatches ;  diey  have 
mos%  effectually  dispelled  the  few  rays  of  faint 
hope  that  the  negotiation  with  France  could  ter- 
mioale  amicably ;  we  Iparn  by  them  that  the  de- 
mand  of  money,  of  a  tribute  so  disgraceful  as  ou 
all  hands  to  be  scouted  as  inadmissible,  which  had 
before  been  made  by  inofficial  agents,  has  now 
been  repeated  and  insisted  upon,  as  a  praimioarjr 
to  negotiation,  \tf  the  aebiewtedged  and  oAnial 
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organ  of  the  Directory.  Wat,  therefore,  absolute 
war ;  hostility  id  all  its  modes  and  witli  all  its  ia- 
c  idea  IS,  appears  lobe,  oot  merely  highly  proba< 
bl«,  but  absolutely  iDeTJatile;  and  whether  the 
precise  poiai  of  time  for  mlegitimate  commence- 
ment shall  arrive  a  little  sooner  or  a  little  later,  it 
b  an  event  to  which  our  solentn  atteuiioa  ought 
to  be  immediatel)r  directed,  on  which  we  should 
accustom  ourselves  to  reflect,  and  on  which,  a  re- 
ference should  be  made  to  a  committee  whose  par- 
ticular duty  it  would  be  toreroWe  it  in  their  minds, 
and  to  make  a  report'  the  ioslant  the  necessity 
should  occur.  The  power  of  declaring  war  is,  by 
the  Constitution,  placed  in  tUia  department  of  the 
Qovernment;  aQa  in  proportion  as  the  season  ap- 
proaches when  the  exercise  of  this  power  shall 
become  our  duty,  ought  we  to  prepare  ourselves 
for  sosolemn  an  occasion  by  reflection,  by  consid- 
eration, and  discussion.  It  is  idready  anticipated 
by  the  public  seDiimeni  and  the  public  voice  ;  and 
we  disr^ard  our  obligations  if  we  neglect  to  make 
it  a  principal  subject  of  our  own  deliberations. 
We  consider,  not  only  what  measures  ace  suited 
to  our  actual  situation,  but  those  also  which  are 
calculated  for  a  stale  of  thirds  which  appears  to 
be  inevitable.  The  only  design  of  the  motion  for 
reference,  is  to  pave  the  way  for  these  discusaious. 
The  committee  would  deliberate  with  Et  caution 
adapted  to  the  importance  of  the  subject,  and  after 
having  decided  for  themselves,  would  submit  to 
the  control  and  the  decision  of  the  House,  the  re- 
■uit  of  their  deliberations ;  on  the  whole,  tne  reso- 
lutions contained,  he  believed,  important  objects 
on  which,  eventually,  we  must  think  and  decide. 
He  would  not  say  we  aie  prepared  to  decide;  but 
be  was  sure  we  could  not  begin  to  think  loo 
soon. 

Mr.  Baldwin  said,  that  nothing  was  more  cer- 
tain than  that  individual  members  could  not  vote 
to  refer  a  motion  to  a  committee,  as  was  now  pro- 
posed, unless  at  the  time  they  feel  thejuselves  fa* 
Torably  disposed  to  the  object  of  the  motion,  and 
vote  to  refer  it  to  a  committee  to  further  that  ob- 
ject, and  to  give  it  practicable  shape  and  form. 
The  gentlemaif  who  had  just  sat  down  should  re- 
flect, that  referring  petitions  is  a  matter  of  course, 
and  is  eslablii>hed  by  usage  as  a  respectful  form  of 
receiving  aod  heariiig  the  applications  of  our  fel- 
low-citizens. The  introduction  of  a  petition  re- 
quires no  second  ;  but  a  motion  made  and  second- 
ed, is  to  be  te^rded  as  a  step  in  the  actual  opera- 
tions of  the  House.  For  himself  he  must  say 
that,  with  respect  to  the  present  motion,  it  required 
DO  lime  for  him  to  be' ready  to  declare,  that  he  was 
not  now  favorably  disposed  towards  it,  and  could 
noL'in  any  shape,  now  give  it  his  countenance 
ana  support. 

When  he  reflected  on  what  they  had  done  in 
the  small  space  of  a  few  weeks,  and  the  course  of 
measures  which  had  been  adopted  by  Congress 
since  the  receipt  of  the  despatches  from  our  En- 
voys, he  thought  they  haa  come  on,  one  upon 
another,  in  a  succession  sufficiently  rapid.  Tney 
mus(|in  their  nature,  greatly  effect  the  state  of  the 
country,  perhaps  more  than  was  ever  done  before 
in  lo  short  a  lime.  .  He  thought  it  would  be 


in  the  House,  at  present,  to  make  a  short  paua^ 
before  they  proceMed  aoy  further.  It  is  a  subject 
on  which  all  GovemiDents  are  apt  lo  err.  ana  to 
proceed  too  rapidly.  Let  us,  i^id,  lie,  take  a  little 
to  ourselves,  and  give  some  time  to  our  coii- 
stituenti  lo  look'at  our  interests,  and  the  state  of 
public  afiairs,  in  the  new  posture  which  we 
given  them  in  the  course  of  a  few  weeks. 

uur  measures,  he  said,  divided  themselves  into 
th/ee  classes ;  first,  the  internal  defence  of  our 
country  and  of  our  seacoast.  On  this  there  had 
been  no  difference  of  opinion  ;  we  had  adopted, 
promptly,  the  same  course  of  measures  which  had 
been  adopted  a  few  years  ago,  when  we  were 
threateoea  by  another  European  Power,  we  had 
fortified  our  ports  and  liarbors,  fixed  row-galleyi 
nd  other  vessels  on  our  coast,  and  ordered  a 
draught  of  eighty  thousand  militia  to  hold  theio- 
selves  in  constant  readiness^  aod  ordered  a  million 
of  dollars  to  be  expended,  in  procurinff  arms,  caitr 
and  ammunition,  to  be  placed  aB  along  the 
country  in  proper  siluaiious,  that  they  may  M  put 
into  use  by  such  of  out  fellow-ciiizens  as  should 
be  driven  to  the  unfortunate  necessity  of  defends 
ing  themselves  by*  arms.  He  had  been  glad  lo  see 
such  a  perfect  unaDimity  in  those  measures,  and 
such  a  readiness,  on  all  quarters,  to  vote  even 
larger  sums  than  were  tecomiueoded  in  the  re- 
ports for  these  purposes.  This  course  of  mea- 
sures was  founded  on  principles  merely  defensive, 
and  related  only  loour  own  country,  and  out  own 
coast  within  cannoi  shot  from  our  snores,  which, 
by  the  law  of  nations,  is  called  our  territory;  tie 
trusted  what  bad  been  done,  accompanied  with 
the  spirit  and  resolution  of  our  countrymen,  would 
render  our  country  impregnable. 

The  second  course  of  measures,  which  he  said 
had  also  been  adopted,  was  exiendmg  our  miliiaty 
preparations,  and  carrying  our  force  beyond  out 
own  jurisdictioD,  on  the  main  ocean,  to  defend 
our  commerce  by  convoys,  and  to  seek  for  and 
capture  French  privateers.  On  these  the  House 
had  not  been  unanimous ;  they  had  appeared  to 
be  foupded  on  morequestionaole  policy;  but,  as 
the  laws  were  passed,  they  would  not  only  be 
cheerfully  submitted  to,  but  as  vigorously  sup- 
ported as  the  others;  it  was  now  his  duty  to  hope 
and  expect  that  they  would  do  more  good  than 
harm. 

The  third  aod  last  course  of  measures,  was  pre- 
Rented  to  our  consideration  by  the  present  motioo.^ 
to  put  the  country  immediately  into  an  actual* 
slate  of  war.  He  must  say  he  had  been  surprised 
to  hear  it ;  he  thought  it  very  ill-timed  ;  he  must 
express  upon  it  his  utter  disapprobation.  As  had 
been  already  stated,  the  last  official  infotmatioo 
from  our  Envoys,  showed  that  our  negotiations 
wete  slill  going  on ;  and  though  the  French  Min- 
ister  slill  insisted  on  a  compulsory  loan,  which  our 
Ministers  justly  declared  to  be  a  very  inadmissible 
condition ;  yet.  it  ought  to  be  noticed  in  the  de- 
spatches that,  when  he  was  asked  by  Mr,  Qbrrt, 
if  they  were  to  consider  him  as  insisting  on  a  loan 
as  an  ultimatum,  he  avoided  the  question,  which 
gives  reason  to  believe  that,  as  things  then  stood, 
a  loan  or  war  were  not  absolute  inevitable  alter- 
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disposed  to  lake,  so  lone  as  il  was  avoidable. 
Though  our  situatipn  has  been,  in  many  respects, 
bad  for  the  year  past,  yet  !□  a  stale  of  actual  war, 
it  will  be  much  worse.  He  never  turned  his  at- 
tention to  the  part  of  the  country  where  be  lived, 
but  that  he  felt  himself  compelled,  by  every  prin- 
ciple of  duty  to  whom  he  represented,  to  address 
and  to  urge  every  consideration  to  avoid  going  to 
that  extreme.  Tney  have  been  once  almost  total- 
ly destroyed  by  war ;  they  know,  fronL  their  dis- 
tance and  from  past  experience,  that  prompt  and 
adequate  protection  never  will  be  extended  to 
them.  He  believed  no  honest  man,  deliberating' 
merely  for  the  public  good,  could  lake  a  view  oT 
the  a&irs  of  this  country,  of  his  own  home,  and 
of  htfi  friends,  and  think  of  going  into  a  state  of 
war.  if  is  possible  to  avoid  it. 

Our  fellow-citizens  had,  by  their  addresses  from 
every  part  of  the  Union,  testified  their  attachment 
to  the  principles  of  the  Qovernment,  and  had  en- 
deavored to  fortify  their  public  men  on  this  try- 
ing crisis,  by  assurances  of  their  confidence,  and 
(heir  determination  not  to  app^r  to  be  a  divided 
people.  He  hoped  they  might  always  conduct 
public  affairs  in  such  a  manner  as  to  merit  and 
receive  sapport  so  grateful  on  such  occasions. 
The  people  nave  discovered  dispositions  so  favor- 
able, be  thought  it  would  be  wise  for  the  Oovern- 
ment  not  to  go  tdo  fast  for  their  expectations. 
Perhaps,  said  he,  as  much  has  been  done  at  this 
lime  aa  was  expected.  The  people  had  not  said 
expressly  that  tney  are  desirous  of  going  into  war, 
as  some  seem  to  suppose ;  we  know  to  the  con- 
trary— it  is  only  the  worst  class  of  them  that  are 
desirous  of  war,  and  we  E^hould  deliberate  on  the 
subject  under  this  impression ;  they  tell  us,  to  be 
sure,  that  they  rely  on  us,  and  will  support  what- 
ever we  do ;  they  see  there  is  no  other  way  of  get- 
ting along;  we  know  il,  and  if  a  law  actually 
passes  the  different  branches  of  the  Government 
to  make  war,  there  is  no  doubt  but  that  the  whole 
country  goes  with  us ;  the  consciousness  of  this 
good  disposition  should  be,  so  far  from  making  us 
more  msa  and  hasty  in  rushing  into  war,  that  it 
should  be  felt  as  the  strongest  obli^tiou  upon  us 
to  do  for  them  everything  that  is  possible  to 
avoid  it. 

Mr.  B.  mentioned  another  consideration  which 
bad  weight  with  him  against  the  present  motion. 
■A  committee  had  been  appointed  this  morning  to 

t'  }ia  a  committee  of  the  Senate,  to  look  over  the 
usiness,  and  see  whether  there  might  not  be  a 
recess  of  Congress  for  a  few  weeks,  That  com- 
mittee will  doubtless  find  this  sabject  as  &irly 
within  the  purview  of  their  appointment  as  the 
committee  of  defence  oouid,  if  it  were  referred  to 
them.  It  will  come  before  the  committee  appoint- 
ed this  moraine,  without  any  act  of  the  Hotise, 
and  in  a  particularly  favorable  attitude;  they  must 
examine  it  as  it  stands  in  relation  to  the  question 
of  adjournment.  If  there  is  to  be  an  adjournment 
of  Congress  this  Summer,  which  henopedand 
tiuaied  there  would^  wiU  not  every  one  say  that  it 
is  detjrable  the  adjournment  should  take  place 
before  this  question  of  war  is  finally  determined 


on  1.  It  is  the  very  life  of  all  representative  Gov- 
ernments that  the  representative  should  have  op- 
portunity to  see  his  constituents,  more  especially 
un  such  ereai  occasicA;  it  gives  mutual  conS-  j 

dence  and  very  much  lorlifies  the  Govern menL 
It  has  been  the  practice  in  some  of  the  States  ne-  | 

ver  to  pass  an  important  la'lv  without  first  publish- 
ing it  for  consideration,  and  then  adjourmng  and 
going  home.  At  the  next  session  they  consider 
themselves  as  bringing  up  the  more  mature  sense 
of  the  people  on  ine  subjeci.  In  other  countries, 
we  know  that  in  any  great  turn  of  public  affairs, 
it  is  a  common  practice  to  dissolve  the  delibera- 
tive assembly,  and  to  have  a  new  one  elected,  bo 
as  10  be  sure  to  bring  up  (he  sense  of  the  people. 
Never  can  there  be  more  reason  for  it  than  in  a 
country  of  to  different  interests,  and  of  so  great 
extent  as  this.  The  public  men  of  the  United 
States  have  a  work  of  immense  difficulty  to  con- 
duct; they  need  to  lake  great  care,  or  tney  will 
make  shipwreck.  It  is  to  be  remembered,  that 
since  the  Fall  before  the  last,  Congress  has  bsen 
almost  constantly  in  session,  and  they  who  live 
remote  have  had  very  little  lime  to  be  with 
their  constituents  at  all.  They  are  full  of  anxie- 
ty, said  he,  on  the  present  very  interesting  state  of 
our  affairs;  ix  is  their  business  which  we  are 
transacting;  it  is  as  interesting  to  each  one  of 
them  as  to  ourselves.  After  so  long  an  absence, 
and  so  much  having  been  done,  he  thought  it  very 
desirable  that  a  recess  should  now  give  litem  time 
to  intermingle  with  their  fellow-citizens.  It  was 
not  stated  there  was  anything  immediately  press- 
ing for  a  decision  of  the  question  of  warjust  at 
this  time;  there  is  no  immediate  great  stroke  to 
be  struck,  or  special  advantage  to  be  obtained  by 
determining  it  now  rather  than  a  few  weeu 
hence.  More  intelligence  might  be  received  ;  cir- 
cumstances might  alter ;  he  thought  every  con- 
sideration urgedletting  the  war  question  remain 
till  after  the  adjournment. 

Mr.  Dana  hoped  the  gentleman  from  Oeorgia 
did  not  want  to  inquire  of  his  constituents  whe- 
ther they  would  consent  to  a  treaty  with  France, 
in  which  we  shall  bind  oDrselves  to  pay  a  tribute. 
He  trusted  if  that  gentleman's  constituents  were 
thus  to  instruct  him.  be  would  refuse  to  obey  th(!ir 
instructions.  He  hoped  no  member  of  this  House 
could  be  prevailed  with  to  set  his  hand  to  what 
would  prove  the  death-warrant  to  the  liberties  o( 
the  country.  Mr.  D.  thought,  therefore^  that  no 
instructions  were  necessary  on  this  subject ;  it  is 
not  a  subject  proper  for  deliberation  in  the  Ame- 
rican Coneress,  and  no  other  terms  of  accommo- 
dation had  been  held  out  to  us  by  that  country. 
Does  not  Mr.  Talleyrand,  said  Mr.  D.,  complain  of 
the  Farewell  Address  of  General  Washington, 
and  of  the  Speeches  of  Mr.  Adams,  and  say  tha^ 
before  any  treaty  can  be  entered  upon  with  as, 
some  proof  of  our  friendly  disposition  must  be 
shown  towards  them,  and  that  proof,  he  more  than 
insinuates,  must  be  a  loan,  or  a  tribute  to  ihe  ex- 
tent of  our  capacity  to  pay  1  If  the  despatches  do 
not  mean  this,  he  did  not  know  what  they  mean  } 
and  when  Mr.  Talleyrand  was  asked  whether  this 
was  the  nltimatum  of  the  French  Government, 
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though  he  does  noi  ciiiswer  ia  direct  (ermu,  it  is 
clearly  implied  that  it  is  so. 

What,  then,  said  Mr.  D.,  are  our  hopes  relative 
to  France?  Does  anybody  expect -any  tb  ins  from 
the  terrible  generosity  of  tiie  Qreat  Natioo  ?  Can 
we  expect  anything  from  their  justice,  or,  rather, 
have  we  not  everything  to  expect  from  their  ven- 
geance, if  nol  piepared  to  meet  ill  Why  do  gen- 
tlemen tell  (he  House  of  the  danger  of  irritating 
France?  He  thought  delicacy  oT  this  kiod  un- 
necessary, when  speaking  of  a  nation  which  has 
■ei  at  defiance  every  moral  principle,  which  has 
taken  and  is  determined  to  take  our  vesseU.  coq- 
Iniry  to  every,  principle  of  ri^hL  For  himself,  he 
felt  no  such  delicacy ;  and.  therefore,  he  was  in 
&vor  of  referring  the  resolutions  under  considera- 
tion. He  did  not  think  them  so  notoriously  wrong 
that  they  are  not  fit  subjects  for  deliberation. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsvlvania  had  said, 
indeed,  that  as  this  subject  hail  been  referred  to 
the  Committee  for  the  Protection  of  Commerce, 
and  the  Defence  of  the  Country,  generally,  it  was 
improper  to  make  this  reference.  For  this  reason, 
he  thought  the  reference  proper.  The  resolutions 
introduced  some  days  ago  by  the  geqtleman  from 
Pennsylvania  (Mr.  SiTaaEiVEs)  ofa  like  nature, 
were  referred  to  that  commiitee.  If  this  reference 
was  improper,  therefore,  the  proceedings  of  the 
House  had  heretofore  been  wrong.  The  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania  ha?  also  thought  proper 
to  make  some  remarks  on  the  conduct  oi  loat 
committee,  and  has  given  them  his  advice.  He 
wishes  tbem  to  produce  a  general  sjrstem,  which 
should  coniain  all  the  measures  relative  to  the  de- 
fence of  the  country  which  wilt  he  necessary  dur- 
ing the  wholt  of  the  session  ;  and  he  doubted  not 
if  such  a  system  was  produced,  that  gentleman 
would  be  the  first  to  find  fault  with  and  argue 
against  it.  Indeed,  it  would  be  impossible  to  pro- 
duce such  a  system,  whilst  every  day  produces 
changes  in  our  situation. 

Mr.  J.  W11.LIAHS  wished  to  say  a  few  words  in 
reply  to  the  remark  which  had  been  made,  that 
members  who  voted  for  the  reference  of  resolu- 
tions, generally  vote  for  the  resolution  itself.  He 
believed  he  could  produce  twenty  instances  to  the 
contrary,  where  references  had  been  made,  and 
the  measures  themselves  afterwards  have  been  dis- 
agreed to.  He  should  ffiTe  his  vole  in  favor  of 
the  committal,  because  he  wished  to  see  the  prin- 
ciples of  these  resolutions  detailed  ;  but  he  by  no 
means- pledged  himself  to  vote  for  the  passage  of 
the  bill. 

The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  had  spoken  of 
two  patties  in  this  country,  hut  that  the  decision 
upon  a  resolution  of  this  morning  proved  that 
there  is  now  a  third  party.  He  supposed  the  gen- 
tleman who  had  made  the  motion  alluded  to 
would  have  given  some  reasons  why  ii  ought  to 
be  agreed  to  ;  but  nol  having  done  that,  he  voted 

[The  Speakeb  reminded  Mr.  W.  of  the  ques- 

He  then  observed  in  rmly  to  the  remark  of  the 
gentleman  from  North  Carolina  (Mr.  R.  Wii^ 
liamb)  with  respect  to  treaties,  that  it  was  clear 
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from  the  writers  on  the  lawsof  nations,  that  when 
one  nation  breaks  a  treaty,  it  is  no  longer  obliga- 
tory on  the  other  parly.  Bui  treaties  are  oow-a- 
days,  don^  away,  and  power  substituted  in  their 
place. 

According  to  ihe  opinion  which  gentlemen  had 
themselves  expressed.  Congress  had  already  agreed 
to  form  different  measures,  which  would  involve 
the  country  in  war.  If  the  present  bill  waa 
passed  (ana  he  doubted  not  it  would)  it  will 
be  the  nfih,  though  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania has  said  that  this  reference  will  give 
tne  Committee  for  the  Protection  of  Commerce 
and  the  Defence  of  the  Country  no  new  power, 
and  of  course,  in  his  opinion,  ii  could  make  no 
difference  whether  these  resolutioua  are  referred 
or  not. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  taken,  and  the  qnestimi 
was  negatived — 13  to  41.  as  follows : 

Yiis— John  Allen,  Bailey  BarUelt,  Junes  A.  Baj- 
ard,  David  Brooks,  ChriMopher  Q.  Champlin,  JtioM 
Cochnn,  William  Cnik.  8amuel  W.  Dsna,  JohnDoa- 
□is.  William  Edmood,  Abiel  Porter,  Dw^t  Fatter, 
Jonathan  Freeman,  Heniy  Gleo,  Cfajsaacey  Goodrich, 
Roger  Grisivold,  Willum  Barry  Grova,  Robert  Goodloe 
Harper,  William  Hindman,  Heukiah  L.  Hoamei,  Jaatea 
H-  Inlay,  John  Wilkn  Killera,  Samaal  Lyman,  Wil- 
liam Mat&eifi,  Lewis  R.  Morrii,  Harrison  G.  Oti^ 
Isaac  Parker,  John  Reed,  John  Hutledga,  junior,  James 
Bchoieman,  Ssmoel  Sewall,  ThomM  BinoicluaD,  Sam- 
uel Sitj^ves,  Nathaniel  Smith,  George  Thatcbtr, 
Richard  Tboma^  Mark  Thonuon,  Thomai  TiUinglurt, 
John  E.  Vsn  Alen,  Peleg  Wadsworth,  and  John  Wil- 
lis— George  Baer, Jan.,  Abraham  Baldwin,  Bavid 
Bard,  Lemnel  Benton.  ThomM  Blount,  Richard  Brent, ' 
Stephen  Bollock,  Dsmsey  Bulges,  John  Cbapman,  Tho- 
mu  Claiborne,  William  Charle*  Cole  CLaibame,  John 
Clopton,  Jo^ma  Cut,  Thomas  T.  Davii,  John  Daw- 
son, (ieoTge  Dent,  Albert  Gallatin,  Jamee  GilliBpie^ 
Andmt  Gregg,  John  A.  Henna.  Carter  B.  Harrinn, 
Jonathan  N.  Havens,  Joseph  Heister,  David  Holmes, 
Waller  Jones,  Hatlhew  Locke,  Matthew  Lyon,  Na- 
thaniel Macon,  Blair  McClenachan,  Joseph  McDowell, 
John  Milledge,  Anthony  New,  Josuh  Paiker,  William 
Smith,  Richard  l^prigg,  ji-,  Richard  Stanford,  Thimua- 
Sumter,  Abram  Trigg,  Philip  Van  Coitlandt,  Joai^k 
B.  Vamum,  Abraham  Vsiable,  and  Robert  Williams. 
Mr.  SiTQRBAVEB  moved  to  postpone  the  consid- 
ation  of  these  resolutions  for  two  weeks,  which 
motion  was  seconded  by  Mr.  J.  P&bkisb. 

Mr.  S.  afterwards  withdrew  his  motion  for  a 
postponement  for  two  weeks,  and  moved  a  post- 
ponement  of  one  week. 

Mr.  J.  Pahkgb  renewed  his  motion  for  a  post- 
ponement for  two  weeks. 

Mr.  VEHABf.E  inquired  tt-hether  it  was  in  order 

to  take  any  further  question  upon  the  resolutions, 

le  ori^nal  motion  having  been  n^atived. 

The  Spbakeb  answered,  that  the  question  on 

ference  having  been  disagreed  to,  the  resolutions 

themselves  are  now  before  the  House. 

Mr.  Venable  said,  be  had  thought  it  was  not 

order  to  enter  again  upon  the  consideration  of 

these  resolutions,  after  the  question  which  had 

been  taken  upon  ihem.    He  knew  that,  to  snSer 
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them  to  lie  on  the  table,  could  hare  no  effebi  upon 
the  people  of  this  country,  but  it  might  h&Te  effect 
OQ  the  conduct  of  a  foreign  nation,  as,  when  they 
heard  such  rEsolutioos  were  under  consideration, 
and  of  course  likely  to  be  adopted,  they  might  an- 
ticipate theii  being  carried  into  law,  and  proceed 
to  seize  the  property  of  our  citizens  in  ihetr  porta. 
If  this  motion  were  to  be  negatived,  or  withdrawn 
for  the  present,  it  might  be  (iroughtforward again, 
whenever  gentlemen  shall  think  it  ougbt  to  be 
ailopted.  He  was  as  mucli  opposed  to  the  sus- 
pension, as  he  was  against  the  reference  of  these 
leeolutions. 

Mr.  Sewali.  said,  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
had  not  pointed  out  any  mischief  which  couiil 
uise  from  a  postponement  of  this  motion.  He  had 
said,  thai  passing  a  native  upon  it,  will  leave  us 
in  the  same  situation  in  which  we  were  before  it 
was  brought  forward.  He  apprehended  not.  It 
would  be  saying  to  the  French  nation,  "notwith- 
standing all  the  injuries  you  have  heaped  upon  us, 
we  will  not  take  active  measures  against  you,"  It 
was  saying  we  will  not  go  beyond  defensive  mea- 
sDres-  It  was  coming  to  an  ultimatum  before  we 
know  to  what  extremity  France  means  to  drive  us. 
To  have  postponed  the  consideration  of  the  ques- 
tion was  a  very  different  motion/rom  the  preseoi. 
But  gentlemen  were  desirous  of  laking  a  question 
upon  tbe  resolutions  theins elves,  without  debate. 
He  hoped,  however,  liiis  would  not  be  the  case, 
but  that  the  consideration  of  them  would  be 
postponed. 

Mr.  Maooh  hoped  the  consideration  of  these 
lesolutioDs  would  not  be  postponed.  It  was  a  lit- 
tle curious  that  a  gentleman  who  was  a  few  min- 
utes ago  against  a  postponement  for  a  week,  was 
now  become  an  advocate  for  a  postponement  for  a 
fortnight. 

The  Spiakbr  said,  tbe  two  questions  were  dif- 
ferent. 

Mr.  Rdtlgdqb  rose  to  make  this  observation: 
That  members  opposed  to  tbe  former  motion  for 
postponement,  when  a  mete  question  of  referenee 
was  under  eon  side  ration,  might  with  propriety  be 
in  favor  of  it  when  the  question  comes  to  be  final 
upon  the  resolution. 

Mr.  R.  wished  gentlemen  to  use  their  victory 
with  moderation.  He  believed  the  country  was 
big  with  expectation  that  spirited  measures  would 
be  entered  into.  He  did  not  believe  they  approved 
of  the  half-measures  which  Congress  took.  In- 
deedj  the  countries  which  France  had  overcame, 
had  Deen  overcome  chiefly  from  their  taking  balf- 
measures  whil;  France  had  taken  whole  measures. 
He  hoped  the  postponement  would  be  agreed  to  ; 
as  if  the  next  advices  from  our  Bnvoys  are  not 
mote  favorable  than  the  last  were,  he  supposed 
there  could  be  no  hesitation  in  agreeing  to  have 
these  resolutions  carried  into  effect,  and  to  reject 
them  would  have  a.  mischievous  effect. 

Mf.  Lton  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
question,  but  as  one-fifth  of  the  members  present 
aid  not  rise  in  favor  of  it,  the  question  was  not 
carried. 

Mr.  Davie  wished  the  mover  to  withdraw  his 
resolution . 


The  question  on  postponement  was  put  and  car- 
ried—44  to  40. 

Immediately  after  which,  Mr.  Blodht  moved 
the  following: 

"  WbaresA  the  King  and  GrovemDunl  of  Oresl  Bri- 
tain,  regardless  of  those  principles  of  good  faith  whidl 
ought  to  insDTe  a  due  abeerrance  of  treaties,  have  in 
various  instance*  violsted  (he  eipress  stipnlations  of 
the  tieatieB  heretofore  mede  and  saWsting  between  the 
United  StetMend  the  Britkh  ntHoa,  in  aaiaimer high- 
ly bjntioes  to  the  interest  and  bonor  of  the  UniM 
States ;  by  iees«m  whereof,  the  United  States  are  !•■ 
leased  bma  sU  abligsl)(»i  on  thur  part  to  nepeet  lbs 
said  treaties,  or  couidei  thsmselves  ■■  hoMen  or  boniid 
thereby: 

"  Rttohed,  That  it  is  expedient  to  oiks  a  L<«Mla- 
tivB  dedantiaii,  notifying  the  citiieiis  of  the  United 
Slat«,  and  all  others  concerned,  that  the  said  Ireatiss 
ere  no  longer  obligatory  upon  the  United  States." 

Mr.  Hadfeb  called  for  the  question  upon  it. 

The  Speaees  was  about  to  put  it,  when 

Mr.  0AL1.ATIN  asked  if  this  resolution  woiild 
not  require  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate?  If  so, 
he  supposed  it  must  of  course  lie,  at  least  one  day, 
upon  the  table. 

The  Speaker  answered  in  the  negative. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for,  and  agreed 


le  taken. 


Mr.  Blount  said,  he  proposed  ibat  this  motion 
should  lie  upon  (he  (able,  and  it  was  not  his  inten- 
tion to  have  called  i^upuntil  the  resolution  which 
had  just  been  postponed  with  respect  to  France, 
was  decided  upon.  He  bad  been  opposed  to 
that  resolution;  and  to  (ake  the  question  upon 
this  resolution  would  place  him  in  an  awkwud 
situation,  as  he  did  not  wish  it  to  betadopted,  ex- 
cept the  motion  with  respect  to  France  was  adopt- 
ed. But  if  it  be  right  to  come  to  a  resolution  of 
(his  kind  with  respect  to  France,  it  would  be  equal- 
ly so  with  regard  to  Great  Britain ;  for  if  her  vio- 
lations of  the  (rea[y  subsisting  between  the  two 
countries  have  not  been  so  great  as  those  of  France, 
they  have  been  great  enough   to  justify  this  reso- 

Mr.  B.  said,  he  did  not  expect  gentlemen  would 
have  shown  so  much  indecency  of  conduct  to- 
wards hia  motion  as  they  had  done ;  since  it  most 
have  been  evident  to  them  that  he  did  not  intend 
Id  have  it  decided  al  present. 

Mr.  Venable  was  sorry  this  resolution  had  been 
laid  on  the  table.  We  are,  said  he,  in  difficulties 
sufficient  already  withou(uaneceestiTily  increasing 
them.  Even  if  the  other  resolution  should  be 
adopted,  he  should  be  unwilling  to  have  this 
brought  forward.  He  hoped,  as  from  what  the 
mover  had  said,  he  did  noi  wish  it  now  to  be 
decided  upon,  that  he  would  withdraw  his  motion. 

Mr.  Blount  withdrew  hia  motion,  saying  he 
would  introduce  it  at  a  future  day. 

INTERCOURSE  WITH  FRANCE. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  for 
suspending  (he  intercourse  between  the  United 
States  ana  France,  and  to  the  bill  providing  for 
the  more  effectual  colleclion  of  certain  internal 
revenues,  were  read,  and  ordered  to  be  [tinted. 
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DIRECT  TAXES. 

Mr.  Harper  called  for  the  order  of  the  day  oa 
the  bill  lo  provide  for  the  valuation  of  loods  and 
dwelling  houses,  and  the  enumeration  of  alares, 
within  ike  United  States;  which  beiag  read, 

Mr.  Oallatim  said,  the  ori^nal  bill  provided 
that  every  dwelling  hoase  with  its  appurtenances, 
dbc.,  above  the  value  of  $200,  should  be  separately 
OBumerated ;  but  in  the  present  bill  the  provision 
u  extended  to  bU  houses  above  the  value  of  $100. 
He  would  more,  therefore,  to  strike  out  the  flOO 
for  the  purpose  of  ioseniag  300  dollars,  as  before, 
in  order  that  houses  under  that  valuation  might 
be  valued  along  with  the  laud  to  which  tbey  be- 
liHiged,  which  would  save  a  great  deal  of  irou' 
hie  to  the  assessors,  and  be  more  agreeable  to  th< 
people. 

Mr.  Habpeb  believed  the  amendment  contained 
a  principle  by  do  means  advantageaus.  If  it  be 
desiraUe  to  have  a  distinct  and  accurate  knowl- 
odge  of  the  different  specie*  of  taxable  property 
dicoushout  the  United  States,  it  will  not  be  ef- 
fected if  this  amendmeiit  be  adopted.  Even  if 
sU  hoosei  of  the  value  of  $100  are  enomeiated, 
Ooveroment  would  be  deprived  of  a  considerable 
aluure  of  information  which  it  might  possess,  if 
the  provision  was  not  so  confined.  It  would  be 
desirable  to  know  what  number  of  houses  there 
ace  in  the  United  States  under  the  value  of  8100 ; 
but  these,  according  to  this  bill,  will  not  be  enu- 
merated, but  valued  along  with  the  land  ;  but  if, 
instead  of-being  limited  to  houses  above  the  value 
of  $100,  it  should  be  extended  to  ^00,  it  would 
exclude  from  enumeration  a  great  proportion  of 
the  houses  in  the  country,  and  Qovernment  would 
be  leU  in  the  dark  as  to  this  species  of  property 
of  the  United  States,  which  might  be  necessary 
for  the  laying  of  future  taxes. 

Mr.  Venable  said,  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  admits,  that  the  non-e numeration  of 
those  smalJ  houses  would  take  nothing  from  the 
▼■lue,  or  the  amount  of  the  tax,  yet  he  insists 
QpoD  the  great  advantage  which  will  be  derived 
to  GoTcroment  by  such  an  enumeration,  though 
be  does  not  say  what  that  advantage  will  be.  If 
every  house-keeper  was  returned,  be  should  sup- 
pose every  purpose  of  the  gentleman  would  bean- 
sWMcd.  and  the  enumeration  which  he  wishes 
would  doubtless  occasion  much  trouble,  and  he 
could  not  see  that  it  would  be  of  any  use.  He 
thought  it  would  not  be  worth  while  lo  report  a 
house  not  worth  less  than  $iOO,  but  let  them  go 
along  with  other  property.  He  hoped,  therefore, 
the  motion  would  prevail. 

Mr.  Oallatin  remarked,  that  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  did  not  object  to  this  amend- 
ment, bpcause  it  wonid  excuse  any  number  of 
hotuesfrom  taxation  but  merely  from  description  j 
that  is  to  say,  we  shall  not  be  in  possession  of  the 
number  of  bouses  in  the  United  States  of  from 
^100  to  S300  value;  forihese  houses  of  small  value 
^11  nevertheless  be  valued  along  with  the  land 
and  other  improvements. 

What  is  the  object  Mr.  O.  asked,  of  obtaining 
this  return  of  small  nouses?  It  is  not  to  lay  a 
tax  upon  them  at  present,  but  that  hereafter  Con- 


sress  may  with  facility  lay  a  tax  upon  them,  lo  a 
larger  amount  than  is  laid  upon  the  lands;  and  it 
was  because  it  was  to  be  made  use  of  as  a  ground 
of  future  laxaiioQ,  that  he  wished  them  to  be  ex- 
cused from  enumeration,  and  separata  value.  He 
was  of  opinion  that  houses  of  the  value  of  9W0 
and  under,  ought  not  to  be  taxed  at  any  h^er 
rate  than  lands.  He  did  not  think  they  were  a 
criterion  of  that  property  whipb  onght  lobetaxed. 
The  Secretary  of  tbe  Treasury,  in  his  plan,  pro- 
posed lo  excuse  from  enumeration  bouses  of  tbe 
value  of  200  dollars,  and  under ;  and  they  cer- 
tainly ought  to  be  excused,  as  they  are  generally 
possessed  by  a  description  of  farmeis  and  labor- 
ers, who  are  not  in  circumstances  to  pay  such  b 
tax.  And,  as  it  is  acknowledged  that  the  want  of 
enumeration  will  not  excuse  those  houses  from  a 
tax  in  proportion  to  their  value,  it  is  of  some  con* 
sequence  to  levy  the  las  iu  a  manner  which  shall 
be  the  least  diMgreeable  to  the  people;  their  pre- 
judices ought  to  be  consulted,  particularly  tbe 
prejudicesof  those  who  live  in  a  part  of  tbe  coun- 
try where  tbey  can  get  the  least  information. 
Such  people,  when  they  saw  their  bouses  at^ 
lands  valued  sqiarately,  contrary  to  the  custom  of 
the  Slate,  would  apprehend  a  double  tax  waa 
about  lo  be  laid  upon  them,  and  sncb  an  idea 
might  excite  great  discontent. 

Mr.  Otib  thought  ibis  motion  premature,  as  it 
had  B  tendency  to  involve  a  principle  which  was 
intended  to  be  kept  out  of  sight  in  this  bill.  It  is 
ihe  object  of  this  bill  merely  to  provide  for  a  val- 
uation of  property.  It  has  notbiog  to  do  with 
tbe  tax  to  be  laid.  After  tbe  valuation  had  been 
directed,  it  will  become  a  question  in  another  bill, 
whether  or  not  any  part  shall  be  excused  from 
taxation.  He  was  not  himself  prepared  lo  say 
that  ail  houses  under  the  value  of  8000  ought  tt 


be  excused  from  taxation.  He  could  not  say  that 
men  living  in  houses  of  this  description  will  not 
be  able  to  pay  a  tax  of  half  a  dollar  a  year.    If 


this  description  of  houses  were  wholly 
empted  from  tax,  it  might  influence  men  when 
they  went  upon  a  trkct  of  land,  to  build  houses  of 
this  description,  in  order  to  avoid  tax,  instead  of 
building  good  houses  in  the  first  instance.  He 
wished  to  have  this  information  distinct;  itmi^t 
not  be  useful  only  for  future  taxation,  but  alto  for 
ascertaining  the  number  of  militia,  and  for  other 
purposes,  especially  as  it  might  be  obtained  with- 
out any  additional  expense.  He  supposed  the  de- 
scription of  houses  proposed  to  be  excused,  would 
amount  to  $150,000,  which  ai  half  a  dollar  each, 
would  amount  to  $73,000,  which  be  thought  was 
'~~  iriousan  object  to  be  abandoned.  As  to  the 
k  which  gentlemen  predicted  that  this  lep- 
valuation  would  produce^  he  could  not  con- 
any  such  thing.  He  believed  the  difficul- 
ties which  this  bill  met  wilh  in  its  pasnge,  would 
create  more  alarm  than  anything  else. 
Mr.  Hasfeb  said,  the  language  of  the  gentle- 
an  from  Pennsylvania,  on  former  occasions, 
contrasted  with  what  he  said  on  the  present, 
would,  to  use  a  favorite  European  expression,  ex- 
hibit a  ttrange  spectacle.  How  often  has  that 
gentleman  said,  that  it  was  necessary  to  place 
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confideace  in  future  Congresses ;  to  beliere  that 
tbey  would  do  what  was  rigbt  and  proper  to  be 
done.  But  now  he  is  opposed  lo  the  mfornialion 
being  obtained,  lest  a  future  Coogresa  sliould 
abuse  it,  lestiliey  should  lay  too  heavy  a  tax  upon 
this  description  of  the  people.  He,  on  the  coa- 
tniry,  supposed  future  Coogresses  would  do  iheir 
duly,  and  he  wished  to  do  his  by  obtainiDg  the 
necessary  informaiion.  He  wished  iq  give  tUem 
data  upon  which  to  act,  if  they  think  proper. 
Having  this,  they  can  have  the  bouses  and  land 
Taloed  logetner,  or  separately,  bs  they  shall  judge 
best,  but  (lie  gcnileman  from  PeDDsylvBoia  is  op- 
posed to  this.  It  was  his  wish,  indeed,  not  to 
hare  separated  houses  from  land  at  all.  That 
seDtlemaa  was  fearful  of  the  people  being  alarmed 
by  a  separate  value  being  put  upon  houses,  lest 
a  double  tax  was  about  to  be  itoposed ;  but  he 
eonid  not  conceive  them  to  be  such  blockheads  ; 
be  believed  ibey  would  see  the  reasonableness  of 
the  thing,  and  when  they  were  told  the  most  val- 
uable houses  were  taxed  according  to  their  value, 
titey  must  allow  that  the  principle  is  a  just  one. 
He  could  not  see,  therefore,  any  use  in  adopting 
tbe  amendment,' except  it  was  thought  proper  lo 
hoodwink  future  Congresses,  to  prevent  them 
from  doing  what  would  be  improper. 

Mr.  W.  Claiborne  was  in  favor  of  the  motion. 
It  appeared  to  him  to  be  founded  on  Justice  and 
sound  policy.  He  believed  the  people  in  ihe  coun- 
try would  not  be  such  blockheads  (to  use  tbe 
phraseology  of  the  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina) a*  not  lo  know  that  when  a  separate  value 
was  put  opoo  iheir  houses,  that  they  put  it  in  the 
power  of  B  future  Congress  to  lax  their  houses 
sepBracely;  and  be  was  of  opinion  that  such  a 
persuasion  would  excite  alarm  and  general  disap- 
probation. He  believed  it  would  be  extremely 
wrong  to  lay  a  direct  lax  on  houses  of  the  value 
of  t200  and  under,  as  (hey  are  generally  the 
abodes  of  poverty ;  and  ho  could  not  fancy  to 
himself  a  more  degrading  sight  than  to  see  our 
collectors  sent  to  the  door  of  the  humble  cot- 
tager to  ask  half  a  dollar  for  Ihe  privilege  of  his 
shelter  from  the  inclemency  of  the  seasons. 

Mr.  C.  had  another  objection  to  the  enumera- 
tion of  bouses  of  this  description.  He  believed 
it  would  be  a  tax  upon  the  cultivation  of  the  soil, 
and  would  excuse  the  wealthy  landholder  from 
paying  his  portion  of  it. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  observed 
that  a  wealthy  man  might  build  himself  a  humble 
cottage,  in  order  lo  excuse  himself  from  paying 
Ihe  tax.  He  did  not  believe  this  would  ever  be 
the  case.  He  believed  the  wealthy  man  would 
always  consult,  his  ease  and  comfort,  and  never 
live  in  a  house  worth  less  than  $200.  for  the  sake 
ofsaving  thetax.  Let  Kemlemen  travel  into  new 
settled  countries,  and  Iney  will  find,  that  as  soon 
as  they  can  get  them,  men  who  have  property. 
will  have  comfortable  houses,  and  thai  these  per- 
sons (generally  speaking)  who  occupy  houses  of 
Ihe  value  of  VSM  and  under,  are  not  objects  of 
taxation. 

Mr.  C.  concluded  by  observing,  that  Congres 
ought  to  endeavor  to  make  this  tax  as  palatable 


as  pos.<ibIe  lo  the  people ;  and  if  there  be  any 
part  of  it  more  than  another  calculated  lo  excite 
iliEsatisfaction,it ought  tobestruckouL  Theamend- 
ment  under  consideration,  in  his  opinion,  went  to 
remove  what  would  be  a  source  of  dissatisfaction, 
and  therefore  it  had  his  cordial  support- 
Mr.  J.  Williams  was  opposed  to  the  motion; 
for  though  he  did  nol  like  the  provision  in  this 
hill  so  well  as  that  in  the  original  bill,  he  thought 
it  would  be  much  better  as  it  is,  than  as  it  is  pro- 
posed lo  be  amended.  The  arguments  used  in 
sunpon  of  this  motion,  he  thought  would  be  more 
fully  used  in  a  future  Congress.  He  did  not  think 
they  were  at  all  applicable  to  the  present  ques- 
tion, as  the  present  bill  went  onl;  to  a  valuation 
of  property  preparatory  to  the  laying  of  a  tax. 

But  it  is  said,  if  houses  and  land  are  thus  di- 
vided, the  tax  will  fall  heavily  upon  the  poorer 
classes  of  society.  This,  he  said,  waa  certainly  a 
mistaken  notion.  And  tne  gentleman  from  Teu- 
nessee  says,  it  would  be  a  degrading  sight  to  scea 
tax  gatherer  call  upon  a  cottager  for  naif  a  dol* 
lar  for  his  house  ;  but  if  land  and  houses  were 
valued  together,  the  tax  gatherer  would  still  have 
to  call  upon  the  cottager  for  his  tax ;  and  that 
gentleman  must  know  thai  a  great  part  of  the 
people  who  settle  upon  back  lands  live  in  houses 
of  a  less  value  than  of  one  hundred  dollars.  And 
where  this  is  the  case,  he  will  be  excused  from 
any  tax.  If,  by  separating  houses  from  land,  a 
heavier  tax  can  be  put  upon  large  and  elegant 
houses  than  would  otherwise  be  put  upon  them, 
it  ought  to  be  done.  As  to  small  houses,  it  would 
make  hut  little  difierence  whether  they  were 
valued  with  ihe  land,  or  separate. 

The  (Question  on  striking  out  was  negatived, 
there  being  only  21  voles  in  favor  of  it. 
The  committee  rose,  and'had  leave  to  sit  again. 

ALIEN  ENEMIES,  &c 
Mr.  Sbwall,  from  (he  Committee  for  the  Pro- 
tection of  Commerce  and  the  Defence  of  tbe 
Country,  reported  the  hill  respecting  alien  ene- 
mies, newly  modified,  which  was  some  days  ago 
recoinmitled  to  that  committee  for  that  purpose. 
Also,  a  bill  authorizing  merchant  vessels  to  defend 
themselves  against  French  depredations.  This 
bill  authorizes  the  commanders  and  crews  of  mer- 
chant vessels  to  oppose  the  attack  or  search  of 
any  French  armed  vessel,  and  to  repel  any  such 
seareh  or  attack  by  force,  and  to  capture  the  ves- 
sels making  such  attack.  Alt  such  captures  to  go 
one-half  to  the  owner  of  the  vessel  making  the 
capture,  and 'the  other  half  to  the  captors.  No 
armed  merchant  vessel  to  be  suffered  to  clear  ouL 
but  such  as  is  owned  by  a  citizen  of  the  Dnited- 
States,  who,  together  with  the  commanderj  shall 
enter  into  bond,  that  she  shall  not  commit  any 
outrage  against  Ihe  vessels  of  any  nation  at  amitf' 
with  the  United  Slates,  and  that  said  vessel  shall 
not,  during  her  voyage,  carry  any  articles  contra- 
band of  war. 

A  bill  was  received  from  the  Senate  entitled 
''  An  act  concerning  aliens."  This  billgoes  toan- 
thorize  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  order 
all  such  aliens  as  he  shall  deem  dangerous  to  the 
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United  Slate*,  to  deport  out  of  its  territory ;  and 
if,  after  such  order,  aDjr'such  alien  shall  be  found 
at  large,  he  shail  be  impriaoued  for  three  yearS; 
and  forever  afiet  deprived  of  the  privilege  of  be^ 
oominf;  a  citizen  of  the  doited  States.  And  if 
any  alien  shall  return  to  this  country,  after  he 
■hall  have  been  sent  out  of  it,  he  shaft  be  impri- 
soned and  kept  to  hard  labor  for  life.  And  all 
commanders  of  vessels  who  shall  arrive  in  any  of 
the  ports  of  the  United  States. af^ei  (be  1st  day  of 
July  next,  shall  make  a  report  in  writiog  of  all 
aliens  who  shall  come  passeneers  on  board  their 
Teasels,  ^ving  an  account  of  their  age,  [vofession, 
description  of  their  person,  d«.,  on  pain  of  for- 
feiting three  hundred  dollars. 

Tbese  bills  were  severaUy  made  the  order  of 
the  day  for  Monday. 

Satokdav,  June  9. 

Mr.  J.  Pabzer  moved  that  the  bills,  with  the 
amendments  of  the  Senate  to  tbem,  for  altering 
the  time  of  entering  stills,  and  for  the  more  effec- 
tual collection  of  the  interaal  revenues,  be  referred 
to  a  select  committee.    Agreed  to. 

The  House  spent  the  remainder  of  the  day 
principally  in  gains'  through  a  very  long  bill  to 

Govide  for  the  vauiation  of  lands  and  dwelling 
uses,  and  the  enumeration  of  slaves  within  the 
Dnited  Stales,  previously  to  tbe  laying  a  direct 
tax  an  ihem.  The  bill  whs  gone  through  in  thb 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  without  any  debate  of 
consequence,  except  as  to  whst  related  to  filling 
the  blanks  intended  to  contain  ihe  amount  to  be 
appropriated  for  carrying  the  law  into  execution, 
the  salary  of  the  Commissioners,  Assessors,  &c. 
The  committee  had  leave  to  sit  again.  No  other 
btuiness  of  importince  was  done  this  day. 

MoNDAT,iune  11. 

Mr.  Habpbr,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  reported  a  bill  providing  for  the  eoumera- 
tion  oftheiobabitanta  of  tbe  United  States ;  which 
was  committed  for  WednesdHy. 

INTERCOURSE  WITH  FRANCE. 

The  order  of  the  day  was  called  for  on  the  bill 
providing  for  the  yaluation  of  lands  and  houses, 
and  the  enumeration  of  slaves. 

Mr.  Sewall  hoped  before  the  order  of  the  day 
was  gone  into,  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  to 


!a  and  France,  would  be 
taken  up. 

The  question  for  suspending  the  unfinished  bu- 
ainess.  being  postponed  for  this  purpose.  37  to  33, 
the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  above 
named  were  taken  up  The  principal  of  which 
was,  a  provision  that  the  President  should  have 
the  power  of  excluding  vessels  from  the  ojjeration 
of  tais  act,  in  all  eases  where  he  shall  judge  it 
proper.  This  amendment  being  objected  to,  it 
was  modified  by  slrikiog  out  "  in  all  cases,"  and 
insertiog,  "any  vessel  which  shall  be  necessary 
fot  aiding  the  departure  of  French  person*  resi- 


dent here,  wishing  to  depart  with  their  goods  and 
efftcts  from  Ihe  United  Slates."  The  Senate  af- 
terwards informed  the  House  that  they  concurred 
in  the  amendment. 

DIRECT  TAXEa 

The  House  then  again  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  providing 
for  the  valuation  of  houses  and  lands,  and  for  the 
eoumeratijn  of  slaves. 

The  blank  appropriatiog  a  sum  of  money  for 
carrving  this  law  into  effect,  was  filled  with  one 
hundred  and  filly  thousand  dollars. 

Mr.  Venable  moved  to  exclude  female  slaves 
from  the  ui.  The  motion  was  negatived— 35 
to  29. 

The  committee  rose,  and  the  House  having 
taken  up  tbe  report, 

Mr.  T.  Claiboenb  moved  to  change  the  age  at 
which  negroes  are  to  be  enumerated  from  12  to 
50  to  from  16  to  50.  The  motion  was  negatived— 
38  to  36. 

Mr.  TiLUNOHAaT  rcnetved  a  motion  which  had 
been  negatived  in  the  Comnuitee  of  the  Whole, 
to  extend  the  tax  from  houses  and  land  to  other 
property,  by  inserting  in  the  8th  section  tbe  fol- 
lowing words :  "  And  such  other  property  as  by 
the  law  and  usage  is  taxable,  by  the  respective 
States  within  iheir  respective  districts,  in  the  as- 
sessment of  direct  taxes."  Mr.  T.  called  the  yeas 
and  nays  upon  this  question.  He  thought  it  un- 
reasonable that  a  man  possessing  a  piece  of  land 
of  the  value  of  two  hundred  dollars,  sliould  pay  a 
tax,  whilst  his  neighbour,  possessed  of  immediate 
property  of  a  di^rent  kind,  should  be  excused 


The  yea«  and  nays  were  takan,and  the 
negatived— 69  to  S2.  as  follovrs: 
TsAi — Abrabun  Baldwin,  Lemuel  Benton,  Stephen 

Bnllock,  Chrislopher  G.  Chimplin,  Thomas  Cllibome, 
William  Charlea  Cole  Clsibome,  ThomM  T.  Davis, 
John  Dawion,  John  Favler,  Jonathan  Freeman,  Jona- 
than N.  Havens,  Samnel  LTinaa,  Matthew  Lyon,  Na- 
thaniel Macon,  Wiliiun  tjhepard,  Richard  ijtanfbr^ 
Thomas  Somter,  Thomas  Tillinghait,  Abrain  Tn'gg^ 
John  Trigg,  Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  and  Joeeph  B.  Vai^ 


Bailey  Bartlett,  James  A.  Bayard,  Thomas  Blonn^ 
David  Brooks,  Demsej  Burgas,  John  Chapman,  John 
UloptoD,  Jamea  Cochran,  Joahoa  Coit,  William  Crai^ 
aamuel  W.  Daiu,  John  Dennis,  Qeocge  Dent,  WUliaia 
EdmoQil,  Thomas  Evans,  Abiel  Foatfit,  Dnight  Foatc^ 
Albeit  G4llatin,  Heni;  Glen,  Chauncey  Goodrich,  Au- 
drew  Gregg,  John  A.  Hanna,  Robert  Goodloe  Harper, 
Carter  B.  Harrison,  Joseph  Heistsr,  Williain  Hind- 
man,  David  Holmei,  Heiekiah  L.  Hoomer,  James  H. 
Imtay,  Welter  Jones,  John  Wilkes  Kitteta,  WiUiam 
Matlbeni,  Blair  McClenachan,  John  Milledge,  Lewi* 
R.  MarriB,  Anthony  New,  Harrison  G.  Otis,  iMacTat- 
ker,  Josah  Paiker,  John  Reed,  John  Rutledgs,  jr., 
James  Bcbureman,  Bamuel  Bewail,  Samnel  Bitg^reave^ 
Nathaniel  Smill^  Samnel  Smith,  William  Smith,  Ridt- 
■iri  Sprigg,  jr.,  George  Thatcher,  Richard  Thoona, 
Mark  Tbomion,  Jt^nE.  TanAlen,  Abraham  VenaMe^ 
Pdeg  Wadsworth,  John  WilUami,  and  BiAert  WU- 
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The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading  on  WedDesdaj. 

Tuesday,  June  13. 

Mr.  Harper  preseoted  the  folIowiDg  resolaiioDs 
to  the  House,  whith  were  referred  to  a  CoiDinil- 
lee  of  the  whole  House : 

"  Raohtd,  Tfast  the  lum  of dolkn  aught  to 

be  «.ppropriited  for  the  lupport,  duriDg  the  jear  1T98, 
ef  the  regiment  of  srtiUerj  end  engiiieen,  to  be  ndeed 
ptimuit  \a  the  act  entitled  an  act  for  railing  an  addi- 
tional regiment  of  artillery  end  engineers. 

"  BttMitd,  That  proTirion  onght  to  be  made  bj  law, 
§n  cnaUiBg  the  Prandent  of  the  United  Statei  to  bor> 
mw  fndi  anma  of  money  m  may  be  neceHary  for  the 
y«blic  lernce,  doring  the  year  1798,  in  additioa  to  the 
preaent  revnnae  of  the  United  Stalea." 

DEFENCE  OF  MBBCHANT  VESSELB. 


Tesaels  of  ibe  United  States  against  French  dep- 
TedatioQS. 

The  House  accordingly  resotred  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  that  bill,  Mr.  Dent 
in  the  Chair ;  when  the  third  section,  in  the  fol- 
lowing words,  being  under  coDsideratton : 

SacTioH  S.  That,  after  notice  ofthia  act  at  the  seve- 
ral cnetem-hoiues,  no  armed  merchant  Teasel  of  the 
timted  Btates  ehalJ  receire  a  clearance  or  permit,  or 
■hall  be  sofiered  to  depart  therefrom,  unless  the  same 
shell  be  owned  nholly  tij  a  dtlien  or  dtiiene  thereof, 
nor  nnleu  'such  owner  or  owners,  and  the  master  or 
ooumander  of  such  veseel,  for  the  intended  voyage, 
with  one  or  more  saffident  surety  or  snretiee,  shall  give 

bond,  to  the  use  of  the  United  State*,  in  a  sum  of , 

•rhh  condition  that  sndl  Tossel  shall  not  make  or  com- 
mit any  depredation,  outrage,  nnlawfta)  sMauIt,  or 
Bl^proiohed  ritdeace,  upon  the  high  aeas,  against  the 
vessel  of  any  nation  in  amity  nitb  the  United  States; 
and  that  during  her  intended  voyage,  and  until  her  re- 
turn nithin  the  United  States,  while  armed  as  aJbra- 
■aid,  there  ahnU  not  be  carried  in  such  veaael,  to  any 
belUgerent  nation,  any  goods  or  merchandise  contra- 
band of  war,  or  any  provisions  or  other  articles,  to  any 
place  actually  besieged  or  invested,  or  any  property  oS 
a  belligerent  nation,  or  of  the  dtizens  or  lutrjecte  there- 
of; and  that  the  guns,  arms,  and  ammunition  ofsucG  vea- 
■el  shall  be  returned  within  the  United  Stales,  or  other- 
wise accounted  for,  snd  shalt  not  be  sold  or  disposed  of 
tu  any  foreign  port  or  place  ;  and  that  such  owner  or 
owners,  and  the  commander  and  crew  of  snch  mer- 
diant  veesel,  ahsll,  in  all  things,  observe  and  perform 
tuch  fhrther  inatructions  in  the  premiaes,  as  ttw  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  shall  establish  and  order,  for 
the  t>e1ier  govemtnent  of  the  armed  meichant  vessels  of 
Uu  United  States." 

Mr.  SiTQiiEATBS  moved  to 
inc  worde  in  this  section,  " 
beiligereut  nation,  or  of  the 
thereof."    He  could 

ciple  theK  words  had  beei      .      ^ 

Heheoded  this  hill  to  be,  as  the  title  purported, 
'a  bill  to  authorise  the  defence  of  the  merchant 
Tesaek  of  the  United  States  atiaioEt  French  depre- 
datioBs"— a  bill  for  the  protection  of  the  ^lawful 
commeTce  of  out  citizens ;  as,  therefore, 


ike  out  the  follow- 
any  property  of  a 
izene  and  subjects 
upon  what  prin- 
itroduced.    He  ap- 


it  respects  Prance,  the  vessels  of  the  United  States 
are  authorized  to  carry  the  goods  of  the  belliger- 
ent Powers,  by  the  express  stipulations  of  otir 
treeiy  with  that  country,  it  follows  that  suck 
vessels  are  engaged  in  a  lawful  commerce  ;  and 
he  could  not  understand  whv  a  clause  had  been 
introduced  into  this  bill  to  prohibit  merchants  froBi 
arming  theirvesseU  in  Its  defence.  Itmighl  be  pro- 
per, perhaps,  to  bind  the  owner  and  master  to  mlfil 
the  other  provieions  of  the  section  ;  but  when  oar 
treaty  witEFrancestipnlates  that  free  bottoms  di all 
make  free  goods,  he  Jid  not  think  it  right  to  oblige 
our  merchants  to  give  bond  which  would  deprire 
them  of  the  neceesarv  protection  in  this  casft, 
which  is  to  be  allowea  to  the  other  branches  of 
our  commerce.  It  would  defeat  the  very  end  and 
object  of  the  bill,  and  abandon  our  vessels  defence- 
less to  the  lawlessarrests  of  the  French  Directory. 

Mr.  Sewall  was  not  disposed  warmly  to  con- 
test the  opinion  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennayt- 
rania,  or,  if  the  words  which  he  thought  objec- 
tionable were  struck  out,  he  should  notlie  uneasy 
about  them;  but  it  was  the  opinion  of  the  com- 
mittee who  rejMrted  the  bill,  that  we  ought  to 
show  to  all  nationswedidnotmean  tqdoanythiiu: 
contrary  to  the  laws  of  nations.  Our  treaty  witE 
France  was  an  exception  to  the  general  rulee  of 
the  laws  of  nations.  It  had  been  contended  by 
France  that  the  doctrine  of  the  laws  of  oatiooa 
was  otherwise;  but  Great  Britain  had  insisted 
upon  a  contrary  stipulation,  viz :  that  an  enemy's 
property  may  be  seized  on  board  a  neutral  ship. 
Id  arming  our  vessels,  therefore,  we  should  show 
thatwe  do  not  mean  tooffend  against  the  property  of 
other  nations.  It  is  true  we  owe  France  no  obedi- 
ence in  respect  to  our  neutral  ground.  We  ac- 
cordingly refuse  her  the  right  to  examine  our 
vessels.  But,  when  we  put  arnu  on  board  ouf 
vessels,  we  ought  not  to  consider  a  treaty  a 
isting  which  has  long  since  been  done  a 
treaty  which,  if  France  was  ti 
under  it,  we  should  deny,  it  to  her.  And  It  was 
only  on  the  ground  of  thaftreaty  that  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennaylvania  could  fotmd  his  objectioa. 
He  thought  the  words  ought,  therefore,  to  remain. 

Mr.  Di«A  said,  thai  when  merchant  vessels 
sailedarmed,  they  might  have  occasion  to  use  their 
arms  against  the  lawless  attacks  of  different  na- 
tions, and,  therefore.  Congress  ought  to  mike  sncb 
r^ulations  as  wonld  be  proper  with  respect  to 
all  nations ;  and^  in  order  to  effect  this,  it  was  ne- 
cessary to  restrict  our  citiitcns  to  a  commerce 
allowM  by  the  laws  of  nations.  Besides,  he 
thoDght  it  would  be  extremeiy  wrong  to  takeanf 
measure  on  the  ground  of  the  treaty  with  Franco, 
which  had  so  long  ceased  to  be  obligatory,  and 
which  he  hoped,  before  this  Congress  rose,  wonld 
be  declared  null  and  void.  And  as  the  only  ar^ 
ment  which  had  been  used  in  favor  of  this  moaoa 
had  been  founded  upon  that  treaty,  he  hoped  it 
wonld  not  prevail. 

Mr.  OTiswished,  for  hisown  part  Athei  to  con- 
sider what  measures  are  proper  to  be  taken  in  re- 
lation to  existing  circumstance*,  than  puzzle  him- 
self by  referring  his  inquiries  into  abstract  rigbca. 
He  wished  not  to  investigate  what  might  be  * 


iwav-a 

my  thing 
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proper  ooDduct  nuder  certaip  circumsUDces,  but 
what  is  now  right  and  necessary  to  be  done.  The 
detijgn  of  this  bill  ta,  to  authorize  a  defence 
against  Frencb  depredttions ;  and  he  was  opposed 
totheiDBertioQofaDyclaoseiD  thisbill  whichshall 
bettajr  &  fear  of  going  to  the  «xteal  to  which  we 


I  by  tieair,  e 
While  It  e: 


^Te  it  up.  While  it  existed  we  certainly  hiTea 
right  to  carry  the  prop^t;  of  the  belligerent  Pow- 
ers— the  enemies  of  France ;  and  thest^he  would 


should  have  been  much  better 


tnsist  upon  o: 
Mi.  6.  sai 


which  (houtd  have  authorized  the  capture 
the  retseli  of  the  French  Republic  or  her  depen- 
dencies, wherever  they  are  met  with.  If  the  com- 
miice*  wu  not,  however,  ripe  for  this,  it  mast  yet 
be  deferred  for  some  time.  He  was  opposed  to 
the  adoption  of  half-way  measures,  because  he 
believed  they  would  all  be  in  vain.  The  nation 
against  whoio  we  have  to  guard  is  the  French 
nation ;  and  it  ought  to  be  avowed  to  the  people 
that  half-way  measures  will  never  succeed  against 
them;  for  tbesooner  the  former  probable  event  is 
declared,  the  better  they  will  be  able  to  meH  it. 

Hr.  S.  Shii-h  said,  if  he  Dnderstood  the  gentle- 
nun  last  up,  he  is  ia  favor  of  striking  out  the 
words  moved  to  be  struck  out,  though  he  did  not 
declare  it.    He  was  of  opinion  with  him  that  we 
ought  to  consider  our  present  sitoajion.    He  be- 
lieved our  treaty   with   France  to   be  as   mu 
annnlled  as  if  it  had  never  existed ;  therefore 
regulation  ought  to  be  taken  which  should  con 
der  that'as  io  existence.     This  section  provides 
■legolatioos  for  the    government  of  our  armed 
merchant  vessels  at  sea,  in  their  conduct  toward! 
the  vessels  of  all  nations.    It  goes  to  regulate  t 
natural  right,  and  this  right  ought  to  be  regulated 
upon   the   established   principles  of  the   laws  of 
nations.    Our  treaty  with  Great  Britain  says  oui 
vessels  shall  not  carry  enemy's  goods,  and  to  strike 
out  the  clause  in  question  would'  lake  awajr  out 
right  to  oppose  the  lawless  attacks  of  the  Bntishi 
whoeas  we  have  a  natural  riffht  to  oppose  the 
lawlessattackaof  any  nation.    If  our  vessels  have 
Spaaish  or  Dutch  property  on  board,  the  British 
armed  vessels,  afler  search,  might  insist  upon  < 
Tying  vessels  of  this  kind  into  their  ports ;  but 
captains  would  say,  "  you  shall  not,  except  yoo 
bare  superior  force." 

Was  this  the  situation  in  which 
placed  1  If  so,  he  should  have  no  objection.  He 
diought  "  Fiance"  had  better  be  struck  out,  and 
then  the  bill  would  {vovide  that  it  shall  be  lawful 
for  our  vessels  to  go  out  armed,  and  to  defraid 
iheniBelves  against  all  nations  when  carrying  on  a 
lawful  trade,  hut  not  otherwise. 

Mr.  SiTaBBAVEB  said,  that  every  gentleman 
who  had  spoken  in  opposition  to  this  motion,  had 
uaumed  a  principle  which  does  not  exist,  viz: 
that  the  treaties  between  this  eoontry  and  France 
are  void.  There  can  be  no  donht  that  the  wanton 
and  unprovoked  aggressions  of  Fiance  upon  our 
neutral  commerce,  are  a  sufficient  and  justifiable 
oaiue  fot  us  to  declare  them  Toid ;  but,  until  this 
declaration  is  made,  they  are  biadiug  upon  all  the 


the  land.  He  thought  the  rule  of  the  law  of  n 
tions  on  this  subject  had  been  well  nnderstood, 
that  the  aggressions  of  one  party  make  the  treaty 
voidable  at  the  choice  of  the  other  party,  but  not 
actually  void  until  that  choice  is  pronounced.  It 
is  competent  to  the  aggrieved  nation  either  to 
adhere  to  the  trea^and  rqiel  the  infractions  of  it, 
or  to  declare  it  null,  and  discharge  themselves,  as 
well  of  the  obligations  as  of  the  advantages  of  IL. 
According  to  the  forms  of  onr  Oovernment,  it  is 
only  by  the  Congress  that  the  option  can  be  made; 
and  so  far  as  that  has  not  been  done,  it  necesMi- 
rily  follows  that  the  treaty  is  the  rule  of  conduct 
for  the  departments  of  the  Qovemment,  and  for 
our  citizens  generally ;  that  is,  except  in  thoM 
cases  in  which  the  Congress  have  not  authorized 
the  contrary. 

Now  what  has  been  done?  A  motion  whidt 
had'b^n  laid  upon  the  table  fot  declariiur  these 
treaties  void,  had  been  refused  even  a  reference  i 
and  whtm  such  a  motion  has  been  negatived,  shall 
it  be  said  that  our  treaties  with  France  are  void7 
If  they  are  void,  whv  so  much  tenaciousnesa 
against  tnaking  the  declarationi  Whv  refuse 
to  declare  to  our  courts  of  justice,  ana  to  our 
country,  the  ground  upon  which  we  standi  If 
Congress  had  done  that,  they  would  have  dona 
away  many  of  the  difficulties  which  now  embar- 
rass them.  We  have  a  right,  Mr.  S.  said,  to  de- 
clare our  treaties  with  France  void,  either  in  whole 
or  in  part,  whenever  we  please,  or  to  declare  war; 
but  until  our  treaties  are  declared  void  they  muat 
be  considered  as  the  law  of  the  land,  and  it  is  per- 
fectly reasonable  we  should  avail  ourselves  of  the 
rights  conceded  to  us  by  those  treaties  white  m 
continue  bound  by  any  of  its  obligations.  One  oif 
those  rights  is,  thai  onr  merchants  shall  covtt 
belligerent  property  under  their  neutral  flag,  and, 
being  authorized  to  carry  on  this  commerce,  it  ts 
the  duty  of  Government  to  defettd  them  in  it.' 

It  ought  to  be  recollected  thai  we  are  pursuing 
a  system  of  defensive  reprisal ;  a  system  suited  to 
our  situation,  according  to  the  laws  of  natiotu; 
a  system  of  reprisal  connected  with  the  defenee 
of  our  lawful  commerce.  No  authority  is  given 
to  attack  any  cruiser  of  the  French  Republic,  not 
is  the  President  authorized  to  fit  out  privateers  to 
cruise  against  the  merchant  vessels  ofthat  nation ; 
our  vessels  will  only  have  power  to  use  their  arm* 
in  repelling  attacks  not  anthorized  by  the  subsist- 
ing relation  of  thines  between  the  two  countries, 
and  to  make  reprisals  on  the  aggresGors  by  capture. 
The  Directory  nave  made  a  decree  that  the  quality 
of  a  vessel  shall  be  determined  by  the  quality  Of 
her  cargo,  and  that  any  British  property  being  on 
board  ^all  be  a  ground  of  condemnation  not 
merely  of  such  property,  which  of  itself  would 
be  contrary  to  the  treaty,  bat  also  of  the  vessel 
and  the  rest  of  the  cargo,  which  is  in  direct  violas 
tion  of  the  law  of  nations.  The  avowed  inten- 
tion of  this  bill  is  to  repel  such  aggressions,  and 
it  must  be  agreed  to  be  a  Btiange  way  of  doing  it, 
to  prevent  our  merchant  VMsels  thus  circum- 
stanced from  armins  in  tbeir  defence.  Instead  qf 
counteracting  the  eflects  of  the  decree,  the  dboM 
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teodency  v 

operatioDa.  It  would  be  a  bill  to  sustain  and  itot 
Kp«l  aggteuioD. 

The  gentleman  from  Maryland  seemed  to  think 
that  our  Tessela  ougbl  to  be  aulboitzed  lo  repel 
the  attacks  of  the  vessels  of  Spain,  Holland,  and 
Oieac  Britain,  as  well  as  of  France.  But  if  our 
relations  with  those  countries  stand  upon  a  differ' 
ent  footing,  our  proTisions  with  respect  to  them 
ought  to  vary  according  to  this  difference.  If  by 
our  treaty  with  one  country  we  are  authorized  in 
the  carrying  of  enemy's  property  on  board  our 
resiels,  and  not  by  another,  the  proviaions  of  the 
bill  mighl  be  accommodated  to  the  two  casen. 
Bui  he  understood  this  lo  be  a  bill  to  authorize  a 
defence  against  French  depredations,  and  in  that 
Tiew  only  he  wished  to  consider  it.  If,  however, 
ID  adopting  provisions  against  French  depreda- 
tions, there  SAOuld  be  any  apprehension  ol  (heir 
operating  against  other  nations  in  amity  with  us, 
let  thenr  be  duty  restricted  in  that  respect,  and  in 
that  only. 

He  agreed  with  gentlemen  in  opinion  who  think 
our  treaties  with  France  ought  to  be  declared 
Toid,  which,  when  it  took  place,  would  require  an 
■IteralioD  in  this  bill;  but,  until  that  took  place, 
oar  merchants  have  a  right  to  every  advantage 
•ecured  to  them  by  treaty. 

Mr,  Bewall  said,  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania contends  tnat  the  bond  proposed  to  be 
pren  by  this  hill  for  the  lawfulness  of  the  cargo, 
includes  in  it  what  it  is  lawful  for  our  merchants 
to  carry.  There  is  no  law  to  determine  this  mat- 
ter, it  can  only  be  determined  by  the  taw  of  na- 
tions. Every  other  article  in  the  bond  might  as 
well  be  objected  to.  The  genlletiian  from  Penn- 
•rlvania  might  as  well  say,  why  not  carry  provi- 
sions to  a  besieged  place,  or  articles  contraband  of 
war  1  But  the  carryinK  of  these,  as  well  as  ene- 
my's property,  is  forbidden  by  the  laws  of  nations, 
uid  when  we  authorize  our  merchant  vessels  to 
be  armed  on  the  high  seas,  we  ought  to  restrict 
them  from  carrying  anything  contrary  to  the  laws 
of  nations.  He  saw  nothing  of  half-way  mea- 
■ures  ii>  this.  He  wished  the  gentleman  from 
PennsylTania  would  restrain  himself  in  bis  obser- 
Tations  upon  th«  conduct  of  a  committee,  of  whom 
be  did  not  know  that  he  had  any  reason  lo  think 
otherwise  than  well,  All  the  measures,  indeed, 
which  are  taken,  and  which  are  grounded  upon 
our  neutral  situation,  may  be  called  half-way  mea- 
ftires.  His  own  opinion  was  that  we  had  a  right 
to  declare  war  against  France,  which,  if  Congress 
were  to  do,  he  supposed  his  colleazue  would  call 
that  a  tnhoU-way  measure ;  but  when  it  was  seen 
from  all  sides  of  the  House,  that  gentlemen  are 
not  ready  to  go  into  this  situation  of  things,  the 
committee  had  done  no  more  than  their  duty  in 
.reporting  a  bill  such  ai  they  have  reported,  which 
he  did  not  consider  as  favorable  to  France,  as  it 
denied  her  the  tieht  of  search ;  whereas  the  Bri- 
tish armed  vessels  would  stilt  have  the  tight  of 
March ;  but  if  they  attempted  to  take  in  our  ves- 
lels  contrary  to  right  the  commanders  of  onr  mer- 
chant vessels  would  resist  them,  without  allempt- 


ing  to  make  a  capture  of  their  vessels,  which  they 
are  not  authorized  to  do. 

With  respect  to  our  treaty  with  France,  he 
thought  it  would  be  extremely  objectionable  to 
take  any  step  that  would  acknowledge  it  to  be 
still  in  force.  It  was  a  new  doctrine  to  him  that 
it  was  necessary  to  make  a  Legislative  declara- 
tion that  a  treaty  is  void  ;  it  was  sufficient  to  de- 
clare this  by  our  acts.  He  considered  that  treaty 
to  be  so  far  annihilated,  that  we  could  not  be 
called  upon  to  do  anything  which  was  stipulated 
in  that  treaty,  and  he  should  wish  to  avoid  any- 
thing that  would  look  tike  a  recc^ition  of  that 
treaty.  And  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
will  not  allow  that  we  ought  to  take  any  advAU- 
lage  of  an  instrument,  when  we  should  resist  any 
claim  made  upon  it.  This  would  be  perfectly 
uncandid. 

Mr.  Bayaru  said,  this  was  the  first  time  that 
he  had  beard  it  asserted  that,  for  a  neutral  vessel 
to  carry  enemy's  property,  was  an  unlawful  com- 
merce. He  itkd  always  thought  that,  in  case  of 
war  between  nations,  any  neutral  had  a  right  to 
carry  the  property  of  a  belligerent  nation,  and 
that  it  could  not  be  considered  as  unlawful  coiur 
merce.  He  knew  thai  the  belligerent  Powers  bad 
a  right  of  search,  and  in  case  they  find  enemy's 
property  on  board  a  neutral  vessel,  (hey  have  a 
right  to  take  it,  and  no  more  ;  but  no  gentleman 
could  say  that  a.  neutral  having  enemy  s  property 
on  board,  rendered  her  liable  to  capture. 

Then,  if  he  were  called  upon  to  decide  on  the 
taws  of  nations  in  this  respect,  he  should  say  that 
a  neutral  had  a  right  to  carry  enemy's  property  ; 
hut,  in  that  case,  the  search  of  a  French  privateer  - 
ought  not  to  be  resisted.  Consequently,  he  believed, 
that  this  bill  went  too  far  in  prohibiting  the  car- 
rying of  enemy's  property  as  unlaVfut,  and,  also, 
in  determining  to  resist  asearch.  But  he  wished  to 
know  whether  the  bill  was  predicated  on  the  laws 
of  nations  ?  He  did  not  know  how,  according  to 
those  laws,  our  merchant  vessels  conld  resist  the 
search  of  any  of  the  vessels  of  the  belligerent 
Powers.  To  resist  a  search,  would  alone  be  a 
sufficient  ground  of  capture.  This  provision, 
therefore,  is  in  direct  opposition  to  the  laws  of 

The  embahassmenl  on  this  occasion.  Mr.  B. 
said,  arose  from  the  novelty  of  our  situation.  We 
are  not  in  a  stale  of  hostility,  and  no  one  could 
say  we  are  in  a  ntale  of  perfect  peace.  It  is  plain, 
that  a  variety  of  measures  whicb  have  been  taken 
during  the  present  session,  have  not  been  built 
upon  the  laws  of  nations,  as  it  respects  neutral 
Powers.  Indeed,  this  country  cannot  be  consid- 
ered as  in  amity  with  France.  The  act  passed 
for  cuitiug  off  all  intercourse  between  the  two 
countries,  could  not  be  considered  as  a  peace 
measure. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  would  mention  another  power 

S'ven  to  our  merchant  vessels,  not  authorized  by 
e  laws  of  nations.  They  are  authorized  not 
only  to  resist  the  attack  of  French  privateers,  but 
to  subdue  and  capture  them  ;  and,  after  they  are 
brought  into  port,  to  be  libelled  and  condemned, 
and  one-half  of  what  they  are  sold  for  is  to  go  to 
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tke  owaet,  tni  the  olbet  half  to  the  seamen.  Thi 
certainly  could  not  be  said  to  be  agreeably  to  ibi 
lawaof  □Btions. 

Beaides,  the  authoritv  siren  (o  (he  public  arm 
ed  Teasels  of  the  United  Stales,  was  not  built  npoi- 
B  State  of  peace  with  France,  but  upon  a  deieu- 
siT<  state,  peculiar  to  our  situation  ;  because  they 
are  authorized'  to  capture  French  vessels  boTcrin^ 
on  oar  eoastj  with  an  iotention  to  commit  hostili- 
ty, and  this  intention  is  lo-be  judged  of  by  them- 

Mr.  B.  thought  the  ameadmeut  oug^t  not  to  be 
objected  to,  therefore,  because  it  is  not  exactly  ' 
conformity  to  the  laws  of  natioDs.  We  say  i 
are  not  bound  by  treaty,  because  the  French  Ita' 
flagrantly  violated  that  treaty.  The  same  maybe 
tRM  witl)  respect  to  the  laws  of  oatiuus,  wljich 
they  have  equally  violated.  If  they  bad  suflered 
OS  to  have  carried  on  our  trade  according  to  the 
laws  of  nalioDS,  we  should  have  been  satisfied 
but  when  they  interfere  with  their  armed  vessel: 
and  will  not  suffer  us  to  carry  on  that  tiade,  we 
ue  no  longer  bound  by  the  law*  of  nations,  or  by 
treaties.  If  these  words  were  not  struck  out,  he 
sbfiuld  doubt  very  much  the  propriety  of  passing 
the  bill  at  all. 

Mr.  D&TTON  (the  Speaker)  differed  in  opini 
with  bis  friend  from  Delaware,  (Mr.  BATAan,) 
who  had  asserted  that  ibe bill  wasfoundedou  prin- 
ciples repagiiant  to  tbe  laws  of  nations.  He,  an 
the  contrary,  believed  it  to  be  perfectly  consisteni 
with  them,  for  when  one  belligerent  naiion  arbi- 
trarily assamea  a  right  to  issue  its  decrees  for  de- 
taining, seizing,  carrying  into  port,  and  con- 
demning tbe  Te«sels  and  cargoes  of  neutrals,  con- 
trary to  the  knowD  and  established  laws  of  na- 
tioDs,  it  forfeits  all  the  right  to  search,  which  those 
laws  might  otherwise  fove  entitled  it  to.  The 
French  Republic,  in  addition  to  the  nam« 
acts  of  plunder  and  hostility  committed  against 
thoKa  Powers  who  had  determined  to  lake  no  part 
in  the  war,  had  issued  decrees  which  subjected 
an  American  vessel  to  capture  and  condemnaiioD, 
merely  for  having  on  board  a  single  article  of  the 
manufacture  of  Great  Britain.  HaviDg  thus 
nged  and  put  at  defiance  the  general  Taw  of 
(ions,  regulating  the  conduct  of  States  and  Sore- 
Tf  igns  towards  each  other,  they  bad  no  claim  to 
that  ri<ht  of  search,  which,  having  been  so  grossly 
abosedj  might  be  refused  to  them,  consistently 
with  a  state  of  peace,  until  they  should  return  to 
a  sense  of  justice. 

Equally  consistent  with  the  same  law,  viz:  that 
of  nations,  and  with  the  same  stale,  viz :  that  of 

E«ce,  was  the  act  nlluded  (o  by  the  member  from 
elaware,  prohibiting  commercial  intercourse 
with  France  and  its  dependencies.  It  had  pleased 
those  in  authority  throughout  (he  whole  eitent  of 
that  Republic,  and  particularly  in  their  West  In- 
dia islands,  to  seize  tbe  vessel*  and  cargoes  of  our 
citizens,  and  to  detain  and  confine  in  prisons  our 
seamen,  wbenerer  ibey  arrived  in  ilieir  pons, 
eren  when  eanyins  them  produce,and  that  with- 
out compensation  for  the  property  thus  taken.  It 
behooved  the  Legislature  nDdOoverDmenl  of  this 
country,  under  these  circumstances,  and  for  Ae 


purpose  of  protecting  the  persons  and  preserving 
the  property  of  its  citizens,  to  prohibit  any  iotet- 
course  with  a  people  whose  rapacity  was  only 
limited  by  their  power. 

Mr.  D.  said  be  was  opposed  to  the  amendment, 
limited  as  it  is  becaA  itwent  loadmit  the  treaty 
aE  valid  at  mat  moment  between  the  United 
States  and  France,  although  utterly  disieearded 
and  violated  by  the  latter.  He  considered  it  as 
broken  and  void,  and  would  never  assent  to  any 
proposiiton  which  admitted  the  implication  thai 
this  country  was  still  bound  by  it.  If  an  act  de- 
claring ill  abrogation  was  necestary,  he  was  rea- 
dy to  agree  to  one,  bat,  in  the  meantime,  he  hoped 
that  they  should  not  be  prevented  by  any  belief 
of  its  being  still  in  force^  from  taking  every  mea- 
sure which  tbe  protection  of  commerce  and  the 
defence  of  tbe  country  retmired.  He  saw  and  felt 
the  embarrassment  of  iheHonseupon  ibis,  as  well 
as  upon  other  bills,  which  had  been  lately  nnder 
discussion.    It  arose  from  the  indecision  of  many 

Sentlemen,  whose  intentions  were,  however,  pure, 
■om  a  desire  to  adopt  only  half-way  measures, 
which  were  always  awkward,  alvrays  embarrass- 
ing, and  rarely  reconcileable  with  any  filed  prin- 
ciple. He  lamented,  exceedingly,  that  there  was 
not  yet  a  clear  majority  wearied  with  this  un- 
profitable, ruinous,  and  degrading  forbearance, 
and  prepared  to  take  tbe  most  decisive  measures ; 
for,  whilst  they  were  balaneiiiB'  thus  between  the 
obligation  and  dissolution  of  lormer  treaties,  and 
were  kept  in  a  stale  of  uncertainty  and  suspense 
between  peace  and  war,  no  effectual  preparations, 
no  active  exertions,  would  be  made  by  the  Oor- 
ernment  or  the  people.  To  strike  out  the  words 
proposed  in  the  amendment,  was  doing  too  much, 
if  the  object  was  to  provide  for  protecting  mer- 
chant vessels  against  all  the  belligerent  Powers ; 
■nd  it  was  doing  too  little,  if  the  intention  was,  as 
the  title  imported,  to  protect  them  against  French 
depredations.  Mr.  D.  considered  it  in  the  latter 
point  of  view,  and,  therefore,  hoped  that  the  mo-, 
tion  would  be  varied  by  the  mover,  so  as  to  strike 
out  also  the  following  words,  in  the  three  preced- 
ina  lines,  viz :  "  there  shall  not  be  carried  to  any 
bdhgerent  naiion,  any  goods  or  merchandise  con- 
traband of  war,  or  any  provisions  or  other  arti- 
cles to  any  place  actually  besieged  or  invested." 

Mr.  Gallatin  could  not  conceive  why  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  Jersey  should  be  so  much 
afraid  of  recognising  the  ezistenee  of  our  treaty 
with  France.  If  we  had  no  such  treaty  with  any 
other  Power,  the  thing  would  be  different ;  but  be 
had  forgotten  that  we  have  treaties  with  Holland 
and  Spain  of  tbe  same  nature.  Therefore,  in  re- 
lation to  the  laws  of  nations,  or  to  oar  treaties, 
these  words  may  be  struck  out.  In  our  treaties 
with  Spain  and  Holland,  it  is  determined  that 
free  bottomssbatlmakefree  goods,  and  if  we  wish 
to  insist  upon,  and  defend  that  right,  we  have  an 
undoubted  right  to  do  so,  and  he  considered  the 
question   now   before  the  committee  as  a   mere 

In  relation  to  France,  he  did  not  think  it  mat- 
tered anything  whether  our  treaty  with  that  coun- 
try be  considered  as  in  existence  or  not;  becaosfl, 
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afler  the  oihei  provisions  of  thia  bill  Are  agreed  lo, 
it  would  be  immaterial  whether  our  TesseU  had 
English  goods  on  board  or  not,  for  there  could  be 
no  doubt  that  the  French  would  attack  and  cap- 
ture (if  they  are  able)  eTcrv  American  vessel  tbey 
fall  in  with,  and  they  willMloi  be  the  less  con- 
demned for  not  having  British  eoods  on  board. 

This  section,  Mr.  G.  said,  is  ofa  general  nature ; 
it  gives  direction  for  the  regulation  of  our  armed 
merchant  vesseU  towards  all  nations ;  and  here  is 
this(—  - 

Britain  of  another.  Having  entered  tnto  these 
different  stipulations,  when  we  are  about  to  adopt 
a  general  rule  with  respect  to  them,  we  are  obliged 
to  do  it  in  conformity  to  the  British  Treaty,  as 
most  general;  because  it  is  impossible  we  can  say 
to  the  commanders  of  our  armed  mercbant  vessels, 
"  Yon  shall  capture  the  vessels  of  one  nation,  who 
shall  molest  you  contrary  to  the  taw  of  nations 
and  treaties,  and  not  any  other."    On  this 


the  words,  be  supposed,  had  been  introduced,  and 
on  this  account  he  should  vote  against  the  m    ' 
for  striking  them  out.    But  if^ourlreaty 


treaties  with  Spain  and  Hollaikd,  he  should  hai 
voted  for  it. 

'As  to  any  srsuments  which  have  been  drawn 
from  the  Frencn  Treaty,  he  could  not  understand 
them,  or  see  how  they  could  apply  to  the  question. 

Mr.  Habper  said,  he  should  vote  agaust  thia 
amendment,  because  he  thought  our  treaty  with 
Prance  was  out  of  the  question,  and  because  he 
thought  it  proper  lo  regulate  this  business  upon 
the  ground  of  the  law  of  nations.  He  did  not  co- 
incide in  opinion  with  those  gentlemen  who  think 
it  necessary  to  make  a  Legislative  declaration  that 
our  treaty  with  France  is  Toid.  He  believed  it 
would  be  light  for  them  to  proceed  with  the  pass- 
ing of  such  laws  as  they  believed  to  be  necessary, 
according  lo  the  present  situation  of  the  country. 
In  doing  which,  he  should  pav  no  more  attention 
to  that  treaty  than  he  should  do  to  a  chapter  in 
the  Koran. 

But  gentlemen  appeared  to  confound  the  right 
of  search  with  the  right  of  capture.  The  right  of 
aearch  is  universaL  A  belligerent  Power  has  a 
right  to  search  the  vessels  of  every  neutral  nation. 
But  this  right  may,  nevertheless,  be  abused.  Af- 
ter the  ress^  of  a  belligerent  Power  has  search- 
ad  a  neutral  vessel,  she  may  proceed  to  capture 
it,  contrary  to  treaty  and  the  law<f  nations.  The 
mode  of  making  this  search  may  be  violated. 
Prance  has  violated  the  mode,  by  making  '' 


What,  then,  are  the  principle*  upon  which  we 
ean  to  regalate,the  arming  of  dot  veasebl 
_hei-  ate  the  principles  of  the  laws  of  natiims, 
upon  which  our  Envoys  have  been  diracted  to  ne- 
gotiate B  treaty.    We  have  said  we  are  desirous 
of  putting  enemy's  property  on  board  neutral  ves- 
sels in  the  same  situation  in  which  it  is  placed  is 
ir  treaty  with  Great  Britain — that  is  to  say,  that 
belligerent  Power  shall  have  a  right  to  *i 


trary  to  the  rules  prescribed  by  her  treaty  with 
OS,  and  abused  the  light  bv  capturing  vessels  after 
they   have  been   searaheo,  whi 


Sound  for  capture..  Having,  therefore,  abused 
e  right,  he  would  resist  all  search  in  future.  He 
would  say  to  French  armed  vessels.  "You  have 
abused  this  right  of  leuoh,  therefore  we  will  not 
allow  yon  that  privilege.  Yoti  bave  a  right  to 
come  upon  our  coast  with  yonr  privateers,  and 
into  our  harbors  with  your  ships  of  war ;  but,  as 
you  have  abused  this  right,  yre  wiU  not  allow  it 
you  any  longer." 


enemy's  property  on  board  a  neutnl  ship;  but 
tbat,  as  France  has  so  grossly  abused  the  right, 
we  refiuie  to  allow  it  to  Eer  in  future. 

This,  he  conceived  to  be  a  proper  line  of  con- 
dnct,  according  to  the  system  which  we  have 
adopted  for  the  defence  of  our  commerce.  We 
have  said  to  France,  "Yon  have  infringed  oni 
rights,  and  we  are  determined  to  protect  them; 
we  will  call  forth  the  resources  of  our  country, 
and  resist  your  attacks."  We  have  not  said  we 
will  make  war;  but  we  have  said  we  will  repel 
your  violations.  This,  said  Hr.  H.,  is  the  sitna- 
tion  in  which  we  are,  and  all  our  acts  ate  to  be 
justified  on  this  ground. 

But  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  fran 
Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Sii-gbeaves)  has  gone  a  step 
farther.  He  not  only  wished  that  we  sbould  carry 
on  a  trade  authorized  by  the  laws  of  nations,  hut 
also  what  we  were  authorized  to  carry  on  by  oor 
treaty  with  France,  which  was  something  beycarf 
the  laws  of  nations.  We  have  allowed  to  the 
British,  by  treaty,  the  right  to  seize  the  goods  of 
an  enemy  on  board  our  vessels;  but  with  the 
French,  Spanish,  and  Dutch,  it  has  been  stipula- 
ted that  Iree  bottoms  make  free  goods — and  to 
adopt  this  amendment  would  be  4o  say,  we  wiU 
resist  the  right  allowed  to  the  two  latter  natiooi. 
He  was  therefore  of  opinion  that  it  ought  to  be 

if  merchants  choose  to  carry  on  a  trade  differ- 
ent JTrom  this,  they  would  then  have  to  do  it  is 
unarmed  vessels.  When  we  shall  have  gone  a 
step  farther,  and,  instead  of  a  defuisive  system, 
shall  have  resolved  upon  making  general  rcfin- 
sals,  or  war,  (for  he  looked  upon  general  rejHisab 
to  be  tantamount  to  war,)  then  i(  will  be  proper 
to  take  measures  accordingly;  but,  even  then,  we 
ought  not  to  adopt  our  measures  against  any  othtx 
nation  than  that  with  whom  we  may  be  at  war. 
Therefore,  when  we  shall  aathorize  letters  of 
marque  and  general  reprisals,  it  would  be  impro- 
per to  adopt  this  regulation,  because  it  would  ex- 
tend to  other  nations  whom  we  do  not  mean  to 
plaoe  opion  the  same  footing  vrith  France.  When 
tbat  period  shall  arrive,  it  will  be  proper  to  say, 
"  Our  vessels  shall  carry  what  goods  their  owners 

Silease.  and  whither  they  please,  and  we  will  de< 
end  tbem  to  the  best  of  our  ability."  We  have 
not  yet  said  this,  and  until  we  do,  he  did  not 
think  it  would  be  prudent  lo  lake  the  step  pro- 
posed by  this  amendment. 

Mr.  a.  Smith  perfectly  coincided  with  the  ideas 
of  the  g^tleman  from  Delaware,  (Mr.  BATaaD,) 
as  to  vhaX  is  a  fair  trade.  We  have  a  right  to 
carry  the  property  of  either  of  the  bellig««nt 
Powers,  our  own  produce,  or  arms  and  ammuni- 
tion, to  any  place  we  please.    It  is  all  iair  mdc ; 
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because  we  do  so  at  oor  own  risk,  and  if  the  ai 
eks  are  contrabaDd,  and  our  vessels  are  met  by 
those  of  .any  of  the  belligerent  Powers,  those  goo4U 
will  be  taken.  Bat  now  we  are  aboui  to  author- 
ize a  defence  of  our  trade  by  force  of  arms,  and 
yet  it  is  said  we  ought  not  to  nrevent  out  mer- 
chants from  carrying  on  a  trade  wbich  is  not 
right  with  respect  to  the  Powers  at  war,  and 
Which  is  contrary  to  the  laws  of  nations, 
tkought,  when  our  ves&els  armed,  they  ought  only 
to  carry  on  a  trade  which  is  clearly  authorized  by 
the  laws  of  nations. 

Mr.  S.  also  agreed  with  the  gentleman  from 
Sooth  Carolina,  (Mr.  Harpes,)  that,  where  na- 
tions abuse  the  riebt  of  search,  we  can  with  pro- 
priety withhold  from  tfaem  the  right.  That  all 
oelligerent  Powers  have  thft-right  of  search  every 
man  must  allow;  but,  when  abused,  we  certainly 
have  a  right  to  resist  that  abuse.  This  had  been 
the  case  with  eaoh  of  the  betlieereat  Powers  with 
respect  to  this  country,  We  nave  a  treaty  with 
Oreat  Britain,  which  says  that  a  vessel  bound  into 
a  blockaded  port  shall  be  turned  away  from  it. 
and,  if  she  attempts  afterwards  to  enter,  she  shall 
be  deemed  a  good  prize.  The  American  mer- 
chants  acted  accordingly.  But  Qreat  Britain  has 
since  declared  that  vessels  bound  to  any  such  port 
shall  be  a  jHize  in  the  first  instance.  We  know 
that  sixty  or  sereoty  of  our  vessels  have  been  car- 
ried into  Cape  Nichola  Mole,  and  condeipned  by 
Cambault,  who^  tbe  British  GoveramcDt  says, 
aets  without  their  authority. 

We  do  not,  therefore,  know  where  to  seek  for 
MdresB.  Supposing,  then,  that  a  Britisli  priva- 
teer should  attack  one  of  oor  vessels  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  Cape  Nichola  Mole,  evidently  with  an 
intention  of  capturing  and  carrying  her  in,  and,  if 
she  was  carried  in,  it  was  certain  she  would  be 
condemned,  since  none  escape  coademnatioa, 
would  it  not  be  right  to  resist  the  attaokT  He 
thought  it  would ;  Because  it  makes  no  difference 
to  a  merchant  who  loses  bis  ^property  whether  it 
b^  taken  by  order  of  Victor  Hogues,  because  the 
vessel  has  an  Irish  supercai^  on  board,  or  by  or- 
der of  Cambault,  because  bis  vessel  is  bound  to  a 
French  port.  The  loss  is  the  same  in  both  cases. 
He  hoped,  therefore,  the  amendment  would  be 
disagreed  to ;  it  migfit  have  a  very  bad  effect. 

Ikb.  SiTOREAvES  did  not  believe  that  gentlemen 
supposed  he  had  these  views  which  they  stated. 
Indeed,  the*  speak  of  its  tendency,  rather  than  the 
deii^  of  tne  mover.  They  do  not  tbink  it  was 
hii  intention  that  onr  vessels  should  resist  by  force 
die  search  of  tlie  vessels  of  any  Power  besides 
those  of  the  French  Republic.  If  the  committee 
have  eoDfoaoded  two  things,  which  he  thought 
perfectly  dbtinct,  it  was  not  bis  fault.  He  had 
■apposed  that  this  bill  was  to  authorize  a  certain 
system  of  defence  against  the  French  Republic. 
He  looked  at  the  bul.  and  found  nothing  in  it 
ivith  respect  to  anjr  otker  than  French  ciuiseri. 
Not  a  word  was  said  about  that  general  defence 
of  which  several  •gentlemen  had  spoken.  On  the 
other  hand,  he  found  that  our  merchants  and  the 
masters  of  their  vessels  were  to  enter  into  a  bond 
it  any  depredation,  outrage,  unlaw- 


ful assault,  or  unprovoked  violence,  against  the 
vessel  of  any  nation  in  amity  with  [he  .United 
States,"  and  if  our  vessel  shall  resist  the  search  of 
such  vessel,  sbe  would  doubtless  become  a  lawful 
prize;  or  if  a  British  armed  vessel  shall  find 
French  property  on  board  of  our  vess^s,  it  will 
he  contrary  la  the  bond  which  has  been  given, 
and  the  Briti^ih  will  have  a  right  to  carry  the  ves- 
sel into  port,  in  order  to  coodemo  such  properly, 
and  therefore  this  bill  could  only  go  to  Prencn 
depredations.  If  these  things  are  so  confounded 
as  gentlemen  seem  to  think  them,  he  believed  it 
would  be  necessary  to  strike  out  of  the  bill  more 
words  than  he  had  contemplated. 

If  it  is  really  the  intention  of  the  geotlemaa 
from  South  Carolina  to  draw  the  line  between 
French  vessels  and  others,  this  bill  does  not  draw 
that  line.  That  gentleman  allows  that  the  cou- 
dnct  of  the  Prencn  has  been  such  as  to  authorize  ' 
us  to  resist  the  search  which  the  laws  of  nations 
gives  them  a  tight  to  make,  be  the  cargoes  of  our 
vessels  what  they  may  i  yet  he  would  obli^  out 
merchants  t<\  deprive  themselves  of  their  right  to 
carry  a  cargo  untiuestiooably  lawful,  or  to  carry 
it  wiihool  me  power  of  defence.  If  a  vessel  car- 
ries British  properly,  sbe  must  sail  armed,  and  he 
obliged  to  submit  to  the  search  and  seizure  of 
French  vessels,  which  he  admits  ought  not  to  be 
submitted  to. 

If  ii  be  the  sincere  desire  of  gentlemen,  there- 
fore, to  make  a  distinction  between  the  Powers  at 
war,  and  to  leave  our  commerce  with  other  na- 
tions upon  the  same  footing  on  which  it  stands  at 
preseni,itwould  be  proper  tostrike  out  these  words, 
"  there  shall  not  be  carried  in  sucb  vessel,  to  any 
belligerent  nation,  any  goods  or  merchandise  con- 
traband of  war,  or  any  provisions  or  other  articles, 
to  any  place  actually  besieged  or  invested,"  which 
precede  the  words  already  moved  to  be  struck 
out,  and  to  add  in  their  place,  "and  shall  not  re- 
sist the  lawful  search  of  tne  armed  vessels  of  any 
of  the  beUitrerent  Powers,  except  the  French  Re- 
public." This  would  be  drawing  the  line  which 
Senllemen  had  spoken  of;  it  would  be  taking 
om  the  French  RepuUic  a  right  which  they 
have  always  abused,  and  leavine  it  with  other 
Powers  unimpeded.  Mr.  S.  concladed  by  mak- 
ing this  motion. 

Mr.  Datton  (the  Speaker)  said,  he  could  most 
heartily  agree  to  the  amendment,  varied  as  it  had 
been  by  the  mover,  so  as  to  lay  our  armed  vessels 
under  no  prohibitioo  from  carrying  what  tber 
pleased,  free  from  search  or  seizure  by  Frencn 
ahips.  It  obviated  entirely  the  objection  he  had 
offered  agaiaitthe  first  motion,  because  in  its  pre- 
sent latitude  it  was  not  founded  on  the  presump- 
tion of  our  being  obligated  to  ^rant  any  privileges 
to  France  under  a  treaty  which  they  had  so  fla- 
grantly violated,  nor  even  the  right  of  examina- 
tion  and  search,  to  which  those  belligerent  na- 
tions only  are  entitled,  who  know  how  to  respect 
the  lights  and  sovnei^nty  of  others. 

Mr.  Tbatcbbr  wished  the  gentleman  who 
moved  it  would  except  the  word  "lawfiil"  froai 
hia  amend  atent 

Mr.  Dana,  at  the  present  moment,  was  not  pie- 
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mied  CO  say  that  he  approved  of  (hia  amendmeni. 
The  tendency  of  the  motion  is,  that  we  are  willing 
to  conteni]  at  sea  for  the  privilege  of  carrying 
tides  coDtraband  of  war,  of  carryioe  provisions 
a  blockaded  port,  and  of  carrying  ine  goods  of  a 
bdligerekt  Power.  In  a  commerciaf  view,  he 
could  DOl  coQsider  such  a  nieaaure  qs  at  present 
aecesiiary  ;  and  in  a  political  view,  he  could  not 
think  these  privileges  worth  a  single  shol.  He 
hoped,  therefore,  they  would  not  be  contended  for. 
Mr.  SiToREAVES  aid  not  know  how  the  genite- 
man  from  ConDeclicutcouldattach  this  tendency 
to  his  motion.    These  things  are  certainly  not 

troposed  to  be  contended  for.  All  nations  will 
are  the  same  liberty  of  search  as  before,  except 
the  French  Republic.  We  say,  because  they 
have  abused  the  power,  we  will  resist  any  future 
attempts  of  theirs  to  search  our  vessels  under  any 
circumstance!'.  The  gentleman  must  see,  there- 
fort  that  (here  is  no  ground  for  his  remarks. 
Mr.  B.  Shitb  said,  if  he  understood  the  mo 
it  went  completely  to  confine  our  armed  merchant 
Tessels,  in  their  defence  against  illegal  attacks,  to 
French  vessels.  Bo  (hat  if  ever  90  many  unjusti- 
fiable attacks  are  made  upon  our  vessels  by  Brit- 
ish, Spanish,  or  Dutch  cruisers,  no  resistance  is 
to  be  offered.  And  the  British  are  nearly  as  much 
in  the  habit  of  making  illegal  seizures  of  our  ves- 
sels as  the  French  ;  and  Uie  French  might  very 
well  act  under  Spanish  commissioas,  and  by  that 
means  avoid  the  regulations  intended  to  operate 
against  France  only.  Our  vessels  would  not  he 
able  to  resist  any  of  those  attacks  made  upon  them 
in  the  neighbornood  of  Gape  Nichola  Mole ;  and 
if  not,  almost  every  vessel  which  sails  that  way 
will  he  taken,  and  except  the  master  has  got  3,000 
dollars  to  purchase  the  ransom  of  his  vessel  he 
cannot  prerent  her  being  tibelted  ;  and,  if  libell- 
ed, she  will  certainly  b"  condemned.  And  when 
our  merchants  go  to  Great  Britain  with  com- 
plaints, they  are  told  Chat  Cambault  is  an  unau- 
thorized judge;  that  do  such  man  is  known  to 
their  Government ;  and  how  merchants  who  have 
lost  their  properly  la  this  way  will  get  any  satis- 
faction he  could  not  tell. 

Mr.  S,  was  of  opinion,  that  unlesss  our  mer- 
chants were  to  have  the  power  of  attacking  and 
capturing  the  vessels  of  the  British,  Spanish,  and 
Dutch,  they  would  be  in  a  worse  situation  than  at 
present ;  because  now  they  believe  they  have  a 
natural  right  to  defend  themselves  and  their  pro- 
fKrty  agamst  the  unjustifiable  attacks  of  any  na- 
lioti,  and  arm  accordingly.  Because  the  French 
nation  has  gone  beyond  any  other  in  her  injuries 
towards  us,  we  ought  not  certainly  to  tie  up  our 
hands  with  respect  to  other  nations,  whose  viola- 
tions of  our  rights,  though  they  are  not  so  enor- 
mous  as  thoseoriheFteDch,aie  every  day  coming 

Mr.  D.  Foster  believed,  the  more  the  commit- 
tee investigated  this  subject  the  more  they  would 
be  convinced  that  it  woula  not  be  proper  to  re- 
tain any  part  of  the  section.    He  therefore  moved 

Mr.  Batard  was  opposed  to  striking  out  the 
vhole.    He  thought  that  part  of  it  requiring  a 


bond  for  the  return  of  the  arms  and 

which  are  taken  out  on  a  voyage  ought  by  all 

means  to  be  retained. 

Mr.  N.  Smith  inquired  whether  it  would  not 
answer  all  the  purpose  which  the  mover  of  thii 
amendment  had  in  view,  to  strike  out  the  follow- 
ing words,  which  immediately  precede  those  al- 
ready moved  to  be  struck  out,  vi;:  "and  that  dol- 
ing her  intended  voyage,  and  until  her  return 
within  the  United  States,  while  armed  as  afore- 


ceptof 


Mr.  D.  Foster  said  he  was  willing  to 
this  amendment  in  place  of  his. 

Mr.  Sewall  said,  the  committee  had  to  weigh 
the  advantages  to  be  derived  from  carrying  on 
our  commeice  in  armed  vessels  instead  of  anarm- 
ed  ones.  If  this  part  of  the  section  was  struck 
out,  he  took  it  that  our  armed  as  welt  as  onarmed 
vessels  may  carry  goods  contraband  of  war,  ene- 
my's goods,  and  provisions,  to  a  blockaded  port. 
The  consequence  will  he,  that  when  oar  armed 
vessels  are  questioned  by  any  of  (he  armed  ves- 
sels of  Spain.  Holland,  or  England,  they  may,and 
probably  will  resist  their  search,  and  by  that 
means  procure  a  condemnation  of  their  vesaeb 
and  cargoes;  by  which  means  we  shall  be  de- 
prived of  arms  and  ammunition,  of  which  we 
may  stand  in  great  need  at  the  time.  He  waa 
of  opinion,  though  it  might  be  prqper  to  carry  on 
a  contraband  trade  in  unarmed  vessels,  that  it 
would  be  improper  it  should  be  suffered  in  armed 
vessels,  as  it  is  a  part  of  our  trade  which  had  the 
least  claim  upon  our  protection.  But  if  gentle- 
men thought  the  profits  arising  from  this  trade 
were  so  great  as  to  warrant  the  risk  that  would 
be  encountered  in  suffering  it  to  be  carried  on  in 
armed  vessels,  they  are  nehl  in  wishing  it.  It 
had  not  struck  him'  in  this  light. 

Mr.  N.  Smith  observed,  that  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  did  not  rightlv  understand  the 
force  of  ibis  amendment.  If  tnese  words  are 
struck  out,  the  bond  will  engage  that  the  armed 
vessels  shall  not  commit  any  deuredation,  outrage, 
unlawful  assault,  or  unprovoked  violence,  against 
the  vessel  of  any  nation  in  amity  with  the  United 
States.  This  will,  be  security  to  us  against  any 
improper  conduct  in  our  commanders  in  thecasea 
which  the  gentleman  had  named ;  and  heconfesa- 
ed,  if  they  restricted  the  vessels  of  countries  in 
amity  with  ns,  he  was  willing  they  should  do 
what  they  pleased  with  such  as  are  at  war  with 
us.  He  did  himself,  at  this  time,  consider  the 
French  Republic  as  at  war  with  this  country.  He 
believed  they  bad  been  long  at  war  with  us.  Eve- 
ry gentleman  was  ready  to  acknowledge  that  they 


tould  adopt  the  propositions  of  this  bill,  and  act 
upon  them ;  although  our  privateers  are  directed 
10  bring  in  the  vessels  of  the  French  Republic; 
although  we  have  suspended  ali  intercourse  with 
that  country,  shall  we  still  consider  ourselves  in  a 
state  of  peace  and  neutrality?  and,  being  so,  pre- 
vent our  cilLiens  from  doing  what  the^  plesse  to- 
ward them  ?    He  believed  not    He  wished  them 
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to  carry  on  aoy  commerce  they  chose,  wiilioai  re- 
spect [o  thut  naiion.  Tbia  is  the  ground  apoo 
which  the  bill  st&ads,  ukd  he  thought  it  the  proper 
groUDd.  With  respect  lo  uatioDS  kI  peace  with 
as,  we  say  to  our  tnercbants,  you  ahall  not  commit 
any  outrage  agaiost  them ;  but  with  respect  to 
those  oaliODs  who  hare  disregarded  ail  our  oeutral 
righta,  who  stop  at  uothiog  (Bat  is  violent  toward 
us,  do  as  you  please. 

Mr.  Gjlll,atih  would  have  voted  for  striking  out 
the  whole  of  the  section,  aad  he  was  ready  to  vote 
foi  striking  out  the  part  of  it  now  under  conaider- 
atioD.  With  respect  to  arming  of  merchant  ves- 
■eU,  nolbiug  could  be  objected  to  it,  except  (hat 
we  bad  adopted  a  different  rule  Tor  a  number  of 
years,  and  ever  since  (he  law  of  1794.  He  knew 
It  to  be  the  practice  of  all  the  neutral  European 
nations  to  permit  their  merchants  to  arm  their 
vessels ;  but  he  never  knew  a  law  passed  to  regu- 
late their  arming.  He  always  imderstood  that 
bonds  were  reqmred  from  the  commanders  of  pri- 
vateers and  letters  of  marque,  when  they  are  au- 
thorized to  capture  vexaels.  But  it  is  a  priuci- 
Ele  admitted,  tbat  if  a  merchant  arms  his  vessel, 
e  is  boundnot  to  offend  against  the  laws  of  na- 
tions and  of  treaties,  and  that  he  is  responsible  for 
the  exercise  of  his  power.  It  is,  therefore,  per- 
fectly needless  to  restrict  merchants  as  to  what 
commerce  they  shall  carry  on  in  their  armed  ves- 
aels,  because  the  offence  of  carrying  on  an  impro- 
per commerce  is  the  same  whether  the  veatels  in 
which  it  is  carried  are  armed  or  not. 

The  two  first  sections  of  the  bill  authorize  our 
merchant  vessels  to  resist  French  armed  vessels, 
but  no  other ;  therefore,  though  the  third  section 
were  altogether  struck  out,  our  vessels  would 
have  no  right  (o  resist  the  armed  vessels  of  Qreat 
Britain,  Holland,  or  Spain,  except  in  cases  author- 
ized by  the  law  of  nations.  It  is.  therefore,  per- 
fectly useless  (o  retain  any  part  of  the  section.  He 
thought  it  useless  to  pass  a  law  to  regulate  iheuse 
of  arms,  which  the  laws  of  nations  give  our  mer- 
chantmen a  right  to  carry ;  for,  whether  a  part  of 
this  section  be  retained  or  not,  or  whether  a  bond 
a  by  the  owners  and  commanders  of  the 
r  not,  they  would  not  be  authorized  in 
committing  any  act  contrary  to  the  laws  of  na- 
tions. Me  did  not  think  the  argument  of  thegen- 
tleman  from  Massachusetts,  that  vessels  carrying 
OD  contraband  trade  ought  to  be  armed,  had  any 
weight ;  because  the  arming  of  a  vessel  gives  it 
no  right  which  it  did  not  before  possess.  Mr.  G. 
said,  there  would  be  an  inconvenience  in  going 
much  into  detail  in  this  busiae^s,  as  it  might  make 
Oovernment  anlweiable  for  the  acts  of  the  com- 
manders of  our  merchant  vessels. 

Mr.  Edhohi>  admitted  that  the  laws  of  nations 
are  sufficient  to  regulate  the  arming  of  merchant 
vessels,  without  any  bond  ;  but.  in  order  to  secure 
our  citizens  and  the  country  from  being  involv- 
ed in  war,  we  have  a  right  to  make  this  regu- 

With  respect  to  that  part  of  the  section  propos- 
ed to  be  struck  out,  he  was  in  favor  .of  (be  motion, 
because  he  did  not  wish  to  deprive  oorsetves  of 
any  right  which  the  law*  of  nationa  gave  usj  and 


it  would  not  be  denied  that  neutral  nations  had  a 
right  to  carry  the  goods  of  the  belligerent  Powers. 
It  is  true,  they  are  liable  to  search,  and  if  snch 

EToperiy  befouud  onboard,  it  is  liable  lo  betaken; 
uc  the  nation  whose  violence  we  are  about  to  re- 
sist, have  determined  that,  in  such  case,  notooly 
the  property  so  fottud,  but  the  other  parts  of  the 
cargo,  and  (he  vessel  itself,  shall  be  forfeited.  We 
have,  therefore,  a  right  to  say  to  that  nation, 
"  Since  you  disregarded  the  laws  of  nations  and 
of  treaties,  you  have  placed  yourselves  in  a  situa- 
tion distinct  from  piher  nations."  He  hoped  the 
amendment  would  be  agreed  to. 

The  question  was  put  and  carried,  there  being 
52  votes  in  favor  of  it. 

Mr.  Brooks  moved  to  strike  out  the  provision 
which  requires  that  there  shall  be  one  or  more 
sufficient  surely  or  sureties  to  the  bond.  He  thought 
the  bond  of  the  owner  and  master  sufficient,  With- 
out surety.  He  supposed  there  would,  in  some 
cases,  be  great  difficulty  in  obtaining  sureties  to 
such  a  bond. 

Mr.  S,  Smith  thought  the  sureties  necessary. 

The  motion  was  negatived  without  a  division. 

Mr.  Harper  proposed  to  amend  the  bill  by  add- 
ing the  following: 

**  And  miy  also  letika  any  vauel  owned  u  afbrenid, 
which  may  have  been  captured  by  any  vessel  sailing 
under  Fiench  colon,  or  acting  or  pretending  U      ' 


albrenid,  which  ma;  have  made,  or  ma;  be  foond  at^ 
tempting  to  make,  any  lueh  eaptore." 

This  question  was  put,  without  debate,  and  neg- 
atived—38  (o  34. 

Mr.  Sgwall  said,  he  would  move  an  amend- 
ment, which  would  embrace  a  part  of  the  motion 
of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina.  As  the 
bill  stands  at  present,  resistance  is  only  to  be  made 
by  a  vessel  immediately  attacked.  He  believed  if 
two  of  our  vessels  were  sailing  in  company  and 
one  of  them  should  be  attacked  and  not  the  other, 
it  would  be  right  that  the  other  should  assist  in 
repelling  the  attack.  He  therefore  moved  to  add 
the  following  words  in  the  first  section,  aAer  the 
words  "such  vessel:" 

"  Or  upon  any  other  veMel,  owned  as  afbreMid,  in 
company  therewith." 

Mr.  Champlin  suggested  the  propriety  of  omit- 
ting the  words," in  company  therewith,"  and  ex- 
tending the  provision  lo  all  our  vessels. 


Mr.  S.  Smith  said,   there   was  a  pan  of  the 
amendment  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina,  which  he  thought  it  would  be  proper  to  ■ 
adopt.    He  moved  to  add  the  following  words  to 
the  first  section : 

*•  And  may  also  retake  any  vessel,  owned  as  ttant^A, 
whidi  may  have  been  captured  by  any  vessel  sailing 
under  Prendtctdma,  or  acting,  or  preleodinglo  aet,  bjr 
"  under  the  audiDrit;  of  the  Preuoli  Republic." 

This  motion  was  put  and  carried — 37  to  28. 

Mr.  SawALL  moved  lo  fill  the  blank  in  the  Ibird 
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section,  containiD^  the  sum  for  which  the  bncd 
shall  be  given,  with  "a  sum  equal  lo  double  the 
Talue  of  such  Tcssel."     Agreed  to. 

The  coaunittee  having  gone  through  the  bill, 
rose,  and  the  House  agreed  to  the  ame odm en ts  re- 
ported by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Harper  renewed  his  motion,  to  introdace 
the  following  words  into  the  first  section : 


Mr.  H.  beliered  it  would  he  proper  to  adopt  this 
Kinendmeni,  for  a  Tariely  of  reasons.  The  prin- 
ciple, be  said,  is  the  same  as  one  contained  in  the 
bill  providing  vessels  for  the  protection  of  the  com- 
merce and  coast,  and  he  could  not  see  any  reason 
whv  merchant  vessels  should  not  have  the  same 
authority.  To  reject  it,  he  believed,  would  be  to 
prevent  our  vessels  from  doing  what  would  be 
moBi  useful  lo  our  oommerce.  as  ic  would  put 
it  in  their  power  of  clearins  the  coast  of  those 
plundering  maiaudera  whica  infest  it.  Unless 
this  was  done,  our  vessels  might  see  privateers 
Mtack  other  vessels,  and  they  would  not,  when 
tiiey  came  op  with  them,  after  they  had  ceased 
the  altaeij  have  the  power  to  take  them.  Would 
il  be  politic,  be  asked,  to  damp  the  ardour  of  the 
commanders  of  our  merchant  vetaets,  by  thuslim- 
itiog  their  power  1  He  was  sure  it  would  ddi, 
and  trusted  it  would  not  be  done.  He  was  of 
opinion  that  the  adoption  of  this  amendment 
would  make  one  of  the  best  provisions  in  the  bill. 

Mr.  Vabndh  called  for  the  reading  of  the  law 
to  which  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  had 
referred,  whicn  was  read  accordiogljr- 

Mr.  Habfer  said,  though  the  provision  was  not 
in  the  same  words^  the  principle  was  the  same. 

Mr.  I)ana  observed,  that  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  seemed  very  desirous  that  Con- 

Eess  ihoald  adopt  certain  principles.  These  may 
proper,  but  they  cannot  be  proper  in  this  bill. 
This  bill  relates  only  to  our  merchant  vesxels,  and 
to  their  defence  ;  and  were  Congress  to  authorize 
them  to  search  for  and  attack  French  cruisers,  it 
would  be  departing  from  the  intention  of  the  bill. 
Besides,  when  this  power  was  given,  proper  secu- 
rity would  be  taken  against  the  abuse  of  it,  which 
require  more  detail  than  was  introduced  into  this 
bill,  which  the  committee  had  confined  to  the  single 
object  of  a  defence  for  our  merchaat  vessels. 

Mr.  Otis  could  tee  no  objection  to  the  giving 
of  this  power. 

Mr.  BiTOREAVEs  called  for  the  veas  and  nays 
upon  it,  which  were  agreed  to  be  taken. 

Mr.  Qallatin  said,  he  should  vote  against  the 
amendment,  becaose  he  considered  it  much  the 
*  same  as  granting  letters  of  marque  and  general 
reprisal-  The  commanders  of  these  veasds  may 
suppose  every  French  vessel  they  meet  with  at  sea 
hH  made  ao  attack  upon  some  American  ves-iel. 
To  be  sure,  (he  antbority  would  not  extend  to  mer- 
chantmen; Imt  he  believed  this  to  be  of  little  con- 
sequence, as  the  amount  of  the  French  commerce, 
at  present,  is  too  small  to  be  any  object. 

Mr.  SiTOHEAVEB  said,  there  was  another  distinc- 


tion between  this  power  and  letters  of  marque  and 

feneral  repriaal,  besides  that  which  his  colleagae 
ad  named.  It  is  not  to  extend  even  to  vessels  of 
war,  except  such  alone  as  have  attacked  or  cap- 
tured ours.  It  ia.  therefore,  a  part  of  that  syatem 
of  special  reprisals  already  adopted ;  it  is  not  pro- 
posed, as  his  colleague  has  slated,  to  gi^e  a  power 
to  the  commanders  of  merchant  ships  to  take  such 
vessels  as  they  may  suppose  have  taken  our  Tea- 
sels, but  such  as  have  actually  done  90. 

Mr.  S.  SwiTH  remarked,  that  tbe  law  which 
had  been  alluded  to  for  tbe  protection  of  our  coasts 
and  commerce,  was  more  particularly  adapted  (o 
the  protection  of  the  coast;  but  our  merchanlnaen 
sailed  all  over  the  ocean. 

Mr.  CoiT  observed,  that  though  there  was  a  sim- 
ilar provision  in  the  law  for  protecting  our  com- 
merce and  coast,  yet  he  thought  there  was  a  con- 
siderable difference  between  entrusting  this  power 
to  commanders  appointed  by  the  President  of  th« 
United  States,  and  entrusting  it  to  commanders  at 
merchant  vessels. 

The  question  was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and 
negatived — *7  to  28,  as  follows: 

YiAS — J<din  Allen,  Jamas  A.  Bsyird,  David  Brooke 
Christophar  G.  Champlin,  Jamca  Cochran,  J<din  Dannie 
William  Edmond,  Abiel  Fortcr,  Dwight  Foster,  Hnuy 
Glen,  ChaoDcej  Goodrich,  Roger  Giiinrold,  KobertOcod- 
loe  Harper,  Jas.  H.  Iralay,  John  Wilkn  Kitten,  .Baig- 
nal  Lyman,  Daniel  Morgan,  Lewis  R-  Morris,  Haninn 
G.  Otis,  Isaac  Parker,  James  Sdiiunnan,  Thomas  Sin- 
nickMn,  Bsmoel  SitgreaTea,  Nathaniel  Smith,  Geocge 
Tfaatdier,  Mark  Thomam,  John  E.  Tan  Alen,  and  Pdag 
Wadiworth. 

Navi — GeoTga  Ban,  jr-,  Abr^iam  Batdwhii  David 
Bard,  Bailey  BulUt,  Thomas  BUnmt,  Sta^buBnUoe^ 
Demiey  Burges,  Thomas  ClaibonM,  JiAu  CtoMci^ 
Joahna  Coit,ScmiMl  W.  Dana,  Tkomaa  T.  Davii^'Jaha 
OawsoD,  OeMg«  Dent,  Thomas  Svana,  Jonatbut  Fit* 
nan,  Albert  Gallatin,  Jantaa  GiSsirixi  Andmr  Oregg^ 
William  Bany  Grava,  Jidm  A.  Haona.  Cartas  B. 
UactioiiD,  Jonathan  N.  HavoM,  Joae^  HcJaler,  HmM 
H<dmaa,  Heukiah  L.  Banatr,  Waller  Jmmb,  Matthew 
Lyon,  Nathaniel  Mae«i,  Blaii  McClenachan,  Anthdoy 
New,  Josiah  FaAer,  John  Reel,  John  Rolledge,  jr., 
Samuel  Sewall,  William  Sbepud,  Saoniel  Smith,  Wil- 
liam Smith,  Richard  Sprigg,  jr.,  Rtehard  Slanfbtd,  Tbo- 
mai  Sumter,  Thomas  Tillingfaaat,  Abram  Trigg,  Jtdia 
Trigg,  JosejdiB.  Tamom,  Abraham  Venatd^  and  Rabaft 
Williama. 

The  bill  tvas  then  ocdeted  to  be  read  a  third 
time  to-morrow. 

CALL  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Orta,  a  call  of  the  House  waa 
agreed  to  be  made  to-morrow,  at  half-past  eleven, 
in  order  to  insure  a  full  attendance  on  the  passing 
of  two  important  bills,  viz;  the  bill  for  making  a 
valualion  of  lands  and  houses,  and  an  enumrraiion 
of  slaves,  preparatory  to  laying  a  direct  lax ;  and 
the  bill  authorizing  the  defence  of  the  merchaat 
vessels  of  the  Unit^  States  against  French  depre- 


dations. 


FROVISIONAL  ABMY. 


)  amend  th«  aci,autbotiiing  the  P 
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United  States  to  raise  &  proviiuonttl  army^  which 
was  twice  read  utd  referred  to  the  Commitiee  of 
the  Whole. 

PDKOHASE  OF  SHALL  VESSELS. 

The  House  went  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
DQ  the  bill  to  amend  the  act  providiog  a  naral 
armament,  and  the  act  authorizing  the  Fresidenl 
to  cause  to  be  purchased  or  built  a  number  of  small 
Tesseis,  to  be  equipped  as  galleys,  or  otherwise. 

This  bill  was  agreed  to  without  amendmeoi, 
soa  it  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  read- 


WEONEaoAT,  June  13. 

Mr.  Qallatih.  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  authorize 
the  sale  of  certain  lands  between  the  Qreat  and 
Little  Miami  river,  in  the  territory  of  the  United 
Slates  northwest  ol  the  Ohio,  and  far  giving  the 
pie-emptioo  to  certain  purchasers  and  settlers;  and 
the  bill  to  authorize  a  giant  of  lands  to  Stephen 
Monot,  and  other  iahabitaots  of  Qalliopolis,  therein 
named,  reported  that  the  former  ought  to  be  paiised 
with  ameodments,  and  the  latter  without.  The 
bills  were  committed. 

Mr.  J.  Parkeb,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  to  alter  the  time  of  making 
entry  on  stills,  reported  it  as  the  opinion  of  the 
committee  that  all  the  amendments  ought  to  be 
agreed  to,  except  one. 

CALL  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

The  Spb«ebk  informed  tbe  IJpuse  that  the  hour 
was  arrived  ai  which  a  call  ^  the  Houae  was 
ordered,  and  that  the  Clerk  would  proceed  to  the 
call.  He  did  so,  when  it  appeared  that  all  the 
members  were  present,  but  three,  and  excepting 
soch  as  are  absent  on  leave^  or  sick.  Two  of  the 
three  absent  members  appeared  in  the  course  of  the 
sitting,  and  on  making  apologies  were  excused. 
DniECT  TAXES. 


upon  : 


the  United  States,  was  then  retd  the  third  time. 
and  upon  the  question  b«ing  put,  "  Shall  this  bili 

a  said,  he  was  undei  the  necessity  of 
opposing  the  passage  of  this  bill.  No  part  of  the 
community  would  contribute  more  cheerfully,  to 
^e  extent  of  their  ability,  to  the  support  of  the 
General  OoTernment,  than  his  constituent* ;  but, 
from  the  knowledge  he  bad  of  iheir  situation ;  of 
thescarcity  of  circulating  medium  amongst  them; 
And  from  me  want  of  a  market  for  their  surplus  pro- 


duce, he  could  a 


i  favor  of  a  tax 


which  it  would  be  with  great  difficulty  they  would 
be  able  to  pay.  Tbe  people  of  Kentucky,  he  said, 
bad  produce  of  every  kind,  in  abundance,  but  they 
want  a  market  for  it.  Tbe  Mississippi  had  lately 
promised  a  medium  throogh  which  to  transport  it, 
but  OS  yet  little  advantage  has  been  derived  from 
it ;  ana  whenever  a  war  shall  take  place,  it  may 
be  expected  that  they  would  be  deprived  of  the 


advantages  which  the  free  navigation  of  that  river 
promises  to  the  Weetern  country. 

Mr.  D  said,  when  he  came  from  home,  he  did 
not  think  the  coin  in  circulation,  in  Kentucky, 
amonuted  to  £10,000 1  and.  since  that  period,  he 
was  informed  that  money  oad  become  still  more 
scarce.  If  he  thought  the  tax  would  be  paid  with- 
out great  difficulty  he  would  have  cheertully  voted 
for  It;  but  believing  the  contrary,  he  was  con- 
strained to  eive  his  vote  against  it., 

Mr.  W.  Claibobne  said,  the  people  of  Tennes- 
see are,  in  a  great  degree,  similarly  situated  with 
those  of  Kentucky.  Every  one  enjoyed  the  neces- 
saries of  life,  but  few  of  them  experience  those 
conveniences  which  flow  from  wealth.  Money 
is  a  scarce  article  amongst  them;  and  when  he 
reflected  upon  the  present  situation  of  thiiigs,  and 
the  probability  there  is  that  the  avenue  which  waa 
lately  opened  for  the  disposal  of  the  surplus  produce 
of  the  Slate  woald  soon  be  closed,  be  feared  hit 
constituents  would  be  illy  able  to  pay  this  tai. 
But  if,  as  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  (Mi. 
Macon)  on  a  former  occasion  suggested,  he  shouU 
be  mistaken  in  this  respect,  and  that  tbe  people  St 
Tennessee  are  well  able  to  pay  the  tax,  he  should 
rejoice  in  the  event.  Fearing  the  contrary,  how 
ever,  when  he  beard  the  people  complaining  of 
this  grievous  burden,  he  wished  to  have  the  cdn* 
solation  of  saying,  "  1  did  not  consent  to  this  law> 
because  1  was  of  opinion  that  its  operation  would 
be  particularly  oppressive  to  the  Western  people." 

Mr.  Oallatib  observed,  it  would  be  extremely 
difficult  to  point  out  any  inode  of  taxation  whicn 
will  not  be  inconvenient  and  oppressive,  in  some 
degree,  for  some  part  of  the  people  to  pay ;  and  it 
must  be  expected  that  every  mode  whicn  can  be 
adopted,  will  bear  more  hardly  on  some  parts  of 
the  community  than  on  others.  With  respect  to 
the  tax  on  land,  he  must  agree,  with  the  gentlemen 
from  Kentucky  and  Tennessee,  that,  from  there 
being  a  less  quantity  of  circulating  medium  in 
their  States  than  any  other  Slate  of  the  Union,  it 
would  probably  fall  heavier  upon  their  coostitu- 
enis  tluui  upon  people  of  the  Atlantic  States.  But 
there  is  one  circumstance  with  respect  to  thoee 
States  which  ought  to  be  taken  into  consideraticHi, 
viz :  that  the  tax  for  this  year  will  be  laid  according 
to  the  old  census  taken  seven  or  eight  years  ago;, 
since  which  time,  it  is  well  known,  that  the  pop- 
ulation of  these  States  has  more  than  doublM. 
Therefore,  the  inconvenience  of  paying  this  tax 
will  be  greatly  lessened  to  these  States  by  that 
circumstance.  In  the  State  of  Tennessee,  by  the 
old  census  taken  in  IWl,  there  were  only  35,000 
inhabitants,  whereas,  by  a  census  taken  in  that 
State  by  themselves,  two  years  ago,  the  number 
exceeded  60.000. 

Besides,  it  appeared  to  him  that  both  the  gentle- 
men assumed  a  priociple  by  no  means  ascertained, 
viz:  that  the  Miaiissippi  will  be  sbortly  closed  to 
the  Western  country.  No  people  could  suffer  more 
by  such  aU  event  than  the  people  whom  he  him- 
self represented.  They  stood  precisely  in  tb« 
situation  of  tbe  constituents  of  those  gentlemen } 
and  undoubtedly,  if  oui  present  difficulties  with 
France  should  produce  a  war  with  Spain,  it  would. 
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be  extremely  falal  lo  his  coDstiiucDt*  as  well 
theirs.     But  lie  knew  of  no  reason  for  supposing 
this  J  mid  it  would  be  vrroog  to  legislftte  on  a 
sumption  [hat  xuch  will  be  the  case 

In  relation  to  this  taw,  it  was  oat  formed,  Mr.  G. 
said,  altogether  to  hia  wish  ;  but  it  was  as  nearly 
so  ai  he  could  get  it,  and  it  was  necessary  the 
money  ihould  be  raised.  He  had  opposed,  as  long 
and  as  forcibly  as  he  was  able,  most  of  tne  mea- 
sures which  isade  the  great  expenses  of  the  pre- 
sent session  necessary  ;  but  a  majority  having 
detetroined  that  the  expense  shall  be  incurred,  and 
that  measures  shall  be  taken  which  will  necessa- 
rily decrease  our  present  revenue,  it  has  become 
the  duty  of  every  member  to  provide  the  means 
for  paying  the  expense  to  be  incurred,  and  for  sup- 
plying the  probable  deficiencies  of  former  reve- 

If  the  expense  is  to  be  provided  for,  how  is 
be  doael  It  must  be  either  by  taxation  or  by 
loans.  Indeed,  it  is  probable  that  Congress  wilt 
be  obliged  to  resort  to  loans^  even  during  the  pre- 
tfat  session;  but  certainly  it  is  (heir  duty,  as  far 
as  they  are  able,  to  provide  for  the  public  expenses, 
without  ^ing  into  measures  which  will  increase 
the  public  debt.  Our  choice  lies,  therefore,  be- 
tween loans  and  taxation;  and  however  incon 
nient  it  may  be  to  the  people  to  pay  taxes, 
■hould  certainly  resort  to  taxes  rather  than  loans. 
And  Jf  the  money  is  to  be  raised  by  taxes,  to  what 
objects  can  we  turn  our  attention  1  Congress  must 
have  recourse  to  internal  revenue,  or  an  increase 
of  duty  on  the  importation  of  some  of  the  neces- 
saries of  life.  Indeed,  alter  turning  his  attention 
,rery  seriously  to  the  subject,  he  could  not  find 
liow  any  considerable  revenue  could  be  raised,  but 
by  means  of  a  direct  tax  on  land  and  houses, 
tax  on  salt.  He  did  not  think  any  other  could  be 
relied  upon ;  and,  between  the  two,  he  believed  it 
would  be  infinitely  better,  both  for  the  United 
States  and  his  constituents,  to  lay  a  tax  on  land 
and  bouses  than  on  salt.  The  tax  on  land  and 
houses  will  be  laid  according  lo  the  value  of  the 
property  ;  and,  though  there  is  less  circulating 
medium  in  the  back  country,  which  is  thinly  set- 
tled, than  in  the  larger  towns,  the  property  in 
those  parts  will  be  estimated  at  a  much  lower  rate, 
and  of  course  the  people  will  have  a  smaller  pro- 


portion of  the  tax  to  pay;  and  he  thought  it  far 
preferable  to  lay  a  tax  which  would  fall,  in  a  great 
oegree,  upon  persons  according  to  their  wealth, 


than  one  which  would  operate  as  a,poU  tax^  (as 
tax  on  saltwoulddo,)  according  to  their  number. 

Mr.  Q.  said,  he  was  of  opinion  that  an  annual 
tax  would  be  sufficient,  and  that  we  need  not  have 

It  was  necessary,  Mr.  G.  said,  at  all  events,  that 
this  bill  should  pass ;  for,  if  it  could  be  proved  that 
our  revenue  wonid  be  sufficient  for  tnis  year,  it 
would  be  a  good  argument  why  the  tax  should  not 
be  laid  for  this  year,  but  not  aeainst  making  the 
valuation  of  prO]iert]r  proposed  by  this  bill ;  lor  if 
war  takes  place,  it  will  be  convenient  to  have  tliis 
valuation  made,  upon  which  a  tax  may  be  laid. 
Therefore,  though  he  knew  it  would  prove  incon- 
renient  to  some  of  bis  constitnenta,  as  well  as  to 


those  of  the  gentlemen  from  Kentucky  and  Ten' 
nessee,  he  would  nevertheless  vote  for  the  passing 
of  this  bill. 

Mr  H&RPBS  had  the  pleasure  of  being  persuaded, 
in  his  owa  mind,  from  the  small  personal  know- 
ledge  he  had  of  the  Western  country,  that  the  gen- 
tlemen from  that  part  of  the  country  represented 
as  little  the  true  situation  as  they  do  the  real  con- 
venience of  their  constituents.  He  could  not 
persuade  himself  that  the  people  of  the  States  of 
Kentucky  and  Tennessee  would  be  unable  to  nay 
this  tax,  and  still  less,  that  those  people  would  b« 
ready  to  lay  their  rignts  and  independence  at  the 
feet  of  a  foreign  Power,  sooner  than  pay  for  the 
defence  of  them.  The  objection  made  to  this  tax 
is  not  that  it  is  improperly  laid,  or  as  bein^  un- 
necessary for  the  defence  of^our  country.  It  is  not 
said  that  the  objects  which  Congress  have  already 
undertaken  for  the  defence  of  the  country  cai^be 
provided  for  in  any  other  way  ;  bat  the  House  is 
told  that  the  people  will  be  unatje  to  pay  this  tax — 
their  proportion  of  the  expense  of  measures  which 
are  necessary  for  the  defence  of  their  rights  and 
liberties.  This  was  a  statement  which  he  was 
certain  the  people  of  those  States  will  never  allow 
to  be  correct.  He  believed  it  to  be  founded  allo- 
geiher  in  mistake,  and  he  believed  it  would  be 
proved  to  be  so.  by  the  prompt  manner  in  which 
thesepeoplewillpay  this  tax.  Hehad  no  doubt  the 
gentlemen  who  made  this  statement  thought  it 
well  founded  ;  but  he  believed  they  had  suffered 
their  fears  lo  blind  them  ;  for  he  never  would  be- 
lieve, whilst  he  considered  them  Americans,  and 
himself  one,  that  the  people  of  those  Slates  will 
say  that  they  are  enable  to  pay  their  share  of  the 
expense  of  the  defence  of  their  liberties.  No ; 
they  will  spurn  the  idea,  and  prove  themselves 
worthy  of  enjoying  that  liberty  which  they  assist- 
ed to  obtain  with  their  blood,  by  declaring  that 
they  are  able  and  willing  to  contribute  their  por- 
tion in  the  defence  of  their  country.  He  would 
not  himself  so  far  insult  them,  as  to  suggest  the 
idea  of  exempting  them  from  the  payment  of  theit 
share  of  the  expense  of  that  defence,  much  less  to 
insinuate  that  tbey  would  place  themselves  in  the 
situation  of  paupers,and  claim  to  be  exempted.  Od 
the  contrary,  he  would  repeat  it,  that  they  would 
pay  their  share  of  this  expense  with  cheerfulness; 
and  he  would  venture  to  say,  that,  in  making  this 
declaration,  he  represented  the  feelings  of  the  peo- 
ple of  those  States  better  than  their  immediate  rep* 
resentaiives,  who  asserted  the  contrary;  and  he 
was  willing  to  rest  his  credit  upon  this  avowal. 

Mr.  EXavis  said,  he  believed  he  could  prove  to 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Galla- 
tin) that  bis  couclusions  with  respect  to  the 
ability  of  the  people  of  the  State  of  Kentucky  to 
pay  this  tax,  were  not  altogether  correct;  and 
that  the  number  of  the  people  inhabiting  the  6lat6 
being  double  what  it  was  when  the  last 
IS  was  taken,  will  aflbrd  them  no  relief.  For, 
if  there  were  ttO|000  in  circulation  in  the  State, 
when  there  were  only  30,000  inhabitants,  and  no 
more,  now  there  are  150,000 — the  tax  would  fall 
no  lighter  now  than  it  would  have  fallen  then. 
How,  it  might  be  inquired,  does  it  happen  that, 
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though  the  popal&tioa  is  so  greaily  iacreased,  do 
incresse  should  have  been  made  in  ihe  quantity 
of  cireukLJng  specie?  It  bappeas  thus:  Men 
who  emigrste  from  the  Atlantic  States  to  this 
country,  seldom  bring  much  moDey  with  them; 
fot,  whatever  they  loay  have  when  they  set  out, 
it  ii  expended  on  their  jonrney,  or  paid  fot  land 
to  a  single  person  when  they  reach  us,  so  that 
none  of  their  maueT  comes  into  general  circala- 
tioa;  and  though  ine  people  are  able  to  raise 
plenty  of  produce,  they  are  not  able  to  exchange 
It  for  money.  It  is  true,  the  more  inhabitants 
they  get,  the  more  the  eeneral  property  of  the 
State  is  increased,  but  it  did  not  increase  the  cir- 
culating medium.  He  did  not  believe  there  is 
now  so  much  money  in  circulation  as  there  was 
when  the  census  was  taken.  There  was  then  an 
army  there,  and  produce  nold  for  a  good  price;  bat 
since  a  peace  was  made  with  the  Indians,  money 
has  been  constantly  draining  off  from  the  State  to 

£iy  the  debts  whict  the  merchants  of  that  State 
ad  contracted  whilst  trade  was  l»'isk  in  this  and 
other  cities. 

Therefore,  as  personal  property  is  not  taxed,  as 
the  people  who  go  there  carry  with  them  do 
■lav»,  and  as  there  are  large  tracts  of  unappro- 
priated land  which  the  State  hat  let  out  free  from 
tazesj  and  which  will  not  pay  any  part  of  this 
tax,  the  people  of  Kentucky,  who  will  have  to  pay 
this  tax,  win  not  be  much  relieved  by  the  State's 
iDcreased  population.' 

The  gentleman  from  PennaylvaniaiayshiscoD- 
Btitaents  would  feel  the  same  iaconveaience  from 
the  closing  of  the  navigation  of  the  river  Missis- 
sippi, that  the  people  in  the  Western  States  would 
feel.  This  he  did  not  think  correct;  for  though 
it  would  be  very  inconvenient  for  the  people  on 
the  other  side  of  the  Alleghany  to  carry  iheir  pro- 
dace  to  an  easterly  market,  they  could,  neverthe- 
less, do  it;  but,  from  the  State  of  Kentucky,  it 
would  be  impossible  for  produce  to  be  sent  from 
thence  to  the  Atlantic  cities;  they  must,  there- 
fore, trade  down  the  Mississippi,  or  not  at  all. 

As  to  the  geailemau  from  South  Carolina,  he 
did  not  believe  he  either  represented  the  feelings 
of  the  peo(de  of  Kentucky  or  Tennessee,  or  knew 
theit  intaests;  though  it  it  not  the  first  tima  h« 
had  heard  that  gentleman  assume  to  himself  more 
knowledge  than  everybody  else.  He  denied  that 
ha  represented  the  feelings  of  his  constituents. 
On  the  contrary,  he  was  persuaded  that  he  him- 
self had  represented  them  truly,  when  be  said 
that  ihey  will  be  willing  to  pay  any  tax.  for  the 
sapport  of  the  Oeneral  Government,  which  Ibey 
are  able  to  pay; 'but  he  doubted,  from  his  inti- 
mate acquaintance  with  their  circumstances,  whe- 
ther they  would  be  able  to  pay  this  tax,  and  on 
this  account  it  was  that  he  proposed  to  vote 
■gainst  it.  He  did  not  coma  here,  as  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina  had  represeuted,  to 
claim  an  exemption  from  this  tax  for  his  eonsti- 
tuents,  on  account  of  their  povertr.  He  should 
vote  against  the  bill,  becauM  he  knew  it  would 
fall  oppressively  on  his  consiituenta,  and  the  gen- 
(letnan  from  Soaih  Carolina  is  welcome  to  all 
the  credit  which  he  can  obtain  for  asserting  the 
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contrary.  But  every  person  in  the  least  acquainted 
with  the  State  from  which  he  came,  must  know 
that  the  people  cannot  command  money,  ihough 
they  have  an  abundance  of  produce.  When  he 
left  home,  he  could  have  purchased  any  quantity 
of  Indian  corn  at  half  a  dollar  a  barrel;  but  men, 
with  their  stores  full  of  produce,  could  not,  per- 
haps, produce  a  dollar  in  cash.  Another  reaaoti 
why  money  is  so  scarce  is,  that  during  the  Indian 
war,  merchants  sent  out  large  quanliues  of  goods, 
and,  when  peace  was  made,  the  people  were  much 
indebted  to  the  merchants,  which  they  had  been 
compelled  to  pay  as  fast  as  they  could  collect  it, 
and  the  merchants  there  had  sent  off  Ihe  money 
to  discharge  their  debts  here  and  in  other  places, 
as  he  bail  already  stated. 

Mi?  W.  Claiborne  rose;  when 

The  Speaker  desired  he  would  confine  him- 
self to  the  question  before  the  House,  as  the  gen- 
tleman who  bad  already  spoken  had  wandered 
very  much  frOm  the  subject. 

Mr.  C.  hoped  he  should  be  nenniited  to  make 
a  few  remarks  upon  what  had  fallen  from  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina.  The  eloquence 
of  that  gentleman,  all  must  allow,  is  great;  but  it 
must  also  be  admitted  that  he  does  not  always 
apply  it  to  Ihe  most  proper  purposes.  He  has 
told  the  House  that  be,  (Mr.  C.,]  as  the  represen- 
tative of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  misrepresents 
the  feelings  of  his  const ilneDts-~as  attributing  to 
them  sentiments  which  they  wilt  de^nae, 

[The  Sfeakeh  said  the  gentleman  fr'om  South 
Carolina  did  not  say  'o;  i^uaeoK)  was  the  word 
he  used.  Mr.  C.  changed  [he  word  accord- 
inely.J 

That  genUeman,  Mr.  G.  said,  has  ohserved  that 
the  people  of  Tennessee  will  consider  this  as  a 
question  whether  they  will  suffer  their  rights  ai 


He  had  staled,  and  slated  truly,  that  the  people  of 
Tennessee  would  be  very  illy  able  to  pay  a  land 
tax,  of  which  this  bill  lays  the  foundation.  He 
never  represented  them  as  willing  to  abandon  their 
rights  and  independence.  Were  he  to  throw  out 
any  such  idea,  ne  should  calumniate  the  people 
whom  he  represented.  They  have  little  treasure 
to  bring  forward  for  the  service  of  the  public,  bnt 
they  have  valiant  blood  to  shed;  and  when  the 
question  shall  arrive  whether  this  country  sboU 
give  up  its  intUpendtnce,  if  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  and  he  should  live  to  that  period, 
he  doubted  not  they  would  see  the  people  of  Ten- 
nessee among  the  foremost  in  the  ranlu  to  defend 
it.  Dulce  eft  pro  patria  mori.  was  a  saying,  the 
truth  of  which  (be  freemen  of  that  State  adnulted, 
and  he  had  the  happiness  to  believe,  thai  they 
would  think  it  sweet  to  die  for  their  country. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Gal- 
latin) had  said  that  the  measures  which  had 
chiefly  created  the  necessity  for  this  tax  had  not 
met  with  his  approbation.  He  could  himself 
say  the  same  thing;  but  a  majority  of  the  Ameri- 
can Qovernment  having  thought  them  proper,  he 
should  do  all  in  his  power  to  carry  them  into 
effect;  and,  on  his  return  home,  he  should  think  it 
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his  duty  u  eDdea.voT  to  reconcile  hb  neighbors  to 
the  state  in  which  ihey  would  of  course  place  us. 
But  he  coold  noi,  as  ibeir  repTesentative,  belieriii^, 
as  be  did.  that  they  will  be  less  able  tO'pay  this 
tax  than  any  other  that  could  be  iinpoaed,  and 
tfast  it  will  be  found  extremely  burdensome,  vote 
for  this  bill.  The  gentleman  from  PennsylvamH 
had  traly  stated  that  Tennessee  had  greatly  ia- 
creased  m  numbers  since  the  takio^  of  the  last 
census;  but,  thoug-h  this  is  true,  it  is  not  conie- 
i]uently  true  that  the  State  has  ^eatly  increased 
in  wealth.  When  the  emigraotslramtlie  Atlantic 
States  first  leave  home  to  go  to  that  State,  they 
have  some  property;  but  it  is  geaentlly  expended 
on  iheir  journey,  or  for  the  purchase  of  Uttd  oi 
their  Biriral,  as  had  been  justly  represented  hi 
bis  friend  from  Kentucky.  Nowand  then,  hdeed, 
a  person  of  wealth  came  among  tbem,  but  the 

emigrants  to  the  Western  country,  generally^ 

in  search  of  an  asylum  from  poverty  and  ai 


produce,  the  State  of  Tennessee  may  become 
wealthy.  When  that  aball  be  the  case,  he  was 
certain  tbey  would  pay  the  tax  cheerfully,  without 
oomplainl.  He  hoped  to  see  the  day  when  this 
Stale  aball  rie  with  its  sister  States  in  wealth 
and  consequence;  but  at  present,  beinc  in  hi 
ftncy,  he  was  afraid  this  tax  would  ot  alt  others 
prove  the  most  burdeosome  to  many  of  his 
stituents.  But  if  the  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina had  'supposed  that  his  opposition  (o  this  tax 
arose  from  a  willingness  in  him>  or  bis  consCitU' 
cnts,  to  surreoder  the  independence  of  this  cono- 
try  to  a  foreign  Power,  he  bad  greatly  wroi^d 
botb  bim  and  them. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  did  not  think  the  fears  of  the 
nntlemeo  from  Kentucky  and  Tennessee  would 
he  realized.  It  is  no  doubt  true  that  the  quantity 
of  circulating  specie  in  Kentucky  had  diminished 
since  the  peace  with  the  Indians ;  but  it  is  aisc 
true  that  ine  Spring  trade  tbis  year  from  Ken- 
'  '  I  been  bo 
suppose, 
war  with  France,  we  shall  also  be  at  war  with 


hat  the  Spru 
bv  the  Missi 


Spi  bas  been  both  great  and 
imen  suppose,  if  we  have  a 


Spain,  and  our  intercourse  by  ibai  river  will  be 
eut  off.  But  the  interest  of  Spain  will  be  against 
this ;  for  in  case  of  war,  there  will  be  great  diffi- 
culty in  getting  flour  to  the  Havana  from  the 
Atlantic  ports,  as  our  West  India  trade  will  be 
eut  off,  and  ihe;^  will  have  to  defiend  upon  a  sup- 
[dy  by  the  Mississippi.  Besides,  if  proauce  be  so 
math  cheaper  in  the  Western  country  than  in  the 
Atlantic  Stales,  as  it  has  been  stated  to  be,  it  will 
become  the  interest  of  neutrals  in  the  Atlantic 
cities,  to  moke  remiitances  by  produce  from  that 
country  to  the  Havana.  And  if  Spain  should 
be  drawn  into  the  war,  there  would  be  other  modes 
'  of  the  people  of  those  States  disposing  of  their 
produce.  He  did  not  think,  thereiore,  eeotlemen 
Irom  that  country  need  be  so  much  alarmed  as 
tbey  appeared  to  be. 

Mr.  J.  Williams  bad  always  been  opposed  to 
crery  system  of  direct  taxes ;  but  as  a  majority  of 
the  House  bad  agreed  to  call  forth  the  resources 
of  the  country  by  tbis  means,  he  must  give  his 


vole  for  this  bill.  He  was  astonished  to  find  the 
gentlemen  from  Kentucky  and  Teonessee  opposing 
tbis  bill,  when  so  much  of  the  money  of  the  Giene- 
ral  Grovemment  had  been  expended  in  thai  coun- 
try. They  must  acknowledge  ibeir  Slates  hare 
bad  their  portion  of  specie  irom  the  Treasury  of 
the  United  Slates.  An  act  tiad  indeed  beeo 
passed  during  the  present  session  for  pa)[ing  a 
company  of  militia  for  a  certain  expedition  in 
Tennessee,  which  amounted  to  nearly  one-fourdi 
of  the  whole  sum  required  from  that  State.  He 
believed  some  of  the  troops  of  the  United  States 
are  also  now  there,  and  likely  lo  continue,  so  that 
ihey  are  constantly  receiving  supplies  of  cash 
from  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States.  Besides 
it  ought  to  be  considered  that  this  tax  will  fall 
upon  unimprov^,  as  well  as  improved  land,  many 
of  the  owners  of  whicL  he  supposed,  tired  out  of 
that  State,  which  would  reduce  ihe  portion  of  tbe 
tax  to  the  State.  The  district  in  which  be  lived 
would  pay  more  tax  than  ne  whole  State  of 
Tennessee.  He  knew  the  tax  would  be  collected 
in  some  places  with  difficulty,  and  more  so,  since 
e  bill  ha.' 

have  fallei 

But,  whatever  difficulty  may  attend  the  collec- 
tion of  ibis  tax,  when  we  see  the  ruinoui  effects 
of  public  debt  in  other  countries,  we  ought  to  be 
cautious  how  we  moke  extensive  loans,  and  en- 
deavor to  draw  forth  the  resources  of  the  couotcy, 
to  meet  any  of  the  expenses  which  we  may  have 
to  encounter. 

Mr,  VtHHOM  should  vote  against  this  bill.  He 
had  always  thougbi.  since  the  establishment  of  the 
present  Gfovernment,  that  there  would  be  no  ne- 
cesiity  for  resorting  to  direct  taxes,  except  in  case 
of  our  being  engaged  in  war.  He  believed  the 
measures  already  taken  would  not  require  a  direct 
tax  if  no  flirther  expenses  were  coniemplated. 
But  be  now  believed  a  majority  of  the  Oovera- 
ment  of  the  United  States  are  determined  on  wa^ 
and  he  would,  on  thai  account^  have  given  his 
rote  for  the  bill,  if  the  tax  was  proposed  to  be 
'  ' '         just  and  equal  principle*.     It  v 


this  being  the  case,  be  believed  that  between  o 
'    "    ~   '  a  propettj  taxed  by  U 
their  system    of  direct 


third  and  one-half  of  iha  [mperty  taxed  by  the 


altogether  from  tax.  Some  of  the  most  wealthy 
peo^e  in  the  Union  would,  by  this  means,  be  an* 
taxed,  in  a  great  decree,  while  persons  who  hold  a 
small  property  in  nooses  or  land,  will  bear  the 
burden  of  it;  and  not  only  of  this  tax,  but  to  any 
further  extent  to  which  the  Qoremment  may 
have  oecasioo  to  carry  it. 

Mr.  T.  Ci..tiH0BNG  had  opposed  many  of  iha 
measures  which  made  this  tax  necessary  ;  but  a 
majority  of  Congress  having  determined  upon  a 
certain  course  ofmeasures,  bowerer  contrary  tbey 
may  be  to  his  opinion,  he  should  cheerfully  sub- 
mit to  them,  and  vote  in  favor  of  tbis  bill. 

The  people  of  Virginia,  if  they  must  be  taxed, 
wished  to  be  taxed  in  a  direct  way,  and  he  doabtod 
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not  thia  tax  would  be  paid  with  slactitr-  They 
alwayi  bad  b«eD,  and  would  cootiauB  to  be,  he 
bad  no  donbt,  prompt  in  their  obedience  to  the 
laws  of  the  Qeneral  Government. 

Mr.  LvoN  should  rote  aguosi  this  bill.  He 
had  expected  that  wheaeTer  the  States  abould 
have  beea  called  upon  to  mj  a  direct  tax,  they 
would  hare  been  required  to  bar*  raised  their 
quota  of  the  tax  in  the  way  that  should  bsTe  b^ 
most  U[re« able  to  them.  This  would  have  been 
a  much  more  econonuoal  war  than  the  present 
If  the  State  of  Vermont  liad  been  called  upou  in 
thb  way,  be  doubted  not  she  could  have  raised 
the  money  at  not  more  than  two  per  cent,  upon 
the  collection:  whereas,  in  the  way  proposed,  it 
is  estimated  to  cost  25  per  ceot.  He  should  not 
have  objected  to  a  direct  tax  if  properly  collected ; 
but  he  could  not  agree  to  this  ezpensive  mode  ot 
doing  the  business. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  taken  uptm  the 
passing  of  the  bill ;  it  was  passed — 69  votes  to  19, 
as  follows : 


fhsr  G.  Cbaoipliii,  Thomu  CUibome,  John  Clapton, 
uuM  Cochi&a,  Joshua  Coit,  Wiiliam  Cnik,  Samuel 
W.  Duis,  John  D&waon,  John  Dennis,  George  Dent, 
WiUiain  Edmood,  Thomu  Etuu,  Abiel  Foater,  Dwight 
Fester,  Jooathan  Freeman,  Albert  GallBtia,  James  Gil- 
lespie, Henry  Glen,  Chauncej  Goodrich,  Andrew  Chvgg, 
Roger  Orinrold,  William  Bany  Grove,  John  A.  Hinna, 
Robert  Ooodloe  Hsnwr,  Carter  B.  Harriwm,  William 
Hindman,  David  Holmes,  Heiekiah  L.  Hoimer,  Jamea 
B.  Imlay,  Waltsr  Jones,  J<riin  Wilkes  Kiltersi,  Samuel 
Lvmao,  WiUiam  Matthews,  John  Hilledgs,  Dsniel 
MiMgaii,  Lewis  R.  Morris,  Anlhonj  New,  Hsrriion  O. 
Otis,  Isaw:  Parker,  Josiah  Pstker,  John  Read,  John  Rut- 
l«d(e,  jnn.,  James  Schniemsn,  SMnnel  Sswall,  William 
Shepard,  Tbomas  Bisnioksoii,  Ssmnel  SilgresTss,  Ns' 
thaniel  amilh,  Samuel  Smith,  Ridtsrd  Sprigg,  jr., 
Richard  Stanford,  Qaorge  Thatober,  Richard  Thomas, 
Mark  Thomson,  Thomas  Tillingbast,  Jolm  Trigg,  John 
E.  Tan  Alan,  Abraham  VensUe,  Pdeg  Wsdswoith, 
and  John  WiUismi 

Nats — Lemuel  Benton,  Stephen  Bullock,  Demser 
Surges,  William  Charles  Cole  Claiborne,  Tbomas  T. 
Davis,  John  Fowler,  Jonathan  N.  Havens,  Joseph 
Heiner,  Matthew  Locke,  Matthew  Lvon,  Nathaniel 
Hanm,  Blair  McClenachan,  Joseph  McDowell,  William 
Smith,  Thomas  Sumter,  Abrun  Trigg,  Kiilip  Van 
Oortlandt,  Joseph  B.  Vsmum,  snd  Robert  WiUisma. 

Rtaoteed,  That  the  title  be,  "An  act  to  provide 
for  the  ralaation  of  lands  and  dwelling  bouse^ 
and  the  enumeration  of  slaves,  within  the  Unttea 
States." 

SUNDRY  BILLS  PASSED. 
The  biU  to  authorize  the  defence  of  merchant 
Tewels  aeatDist  French  depiedatious  ;  aod  ibe  bill 
to  ameita  the  act  to  proride  a  Naval  Armament ; 
and  the  act  to  authorize  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  cause  to  be  purchased,  ot  built,  a 
number  of  small  vessels,  to  be  equipped  as  galleys 
Ot  oCberwise,  were  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 
The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  sup- 
plementary to  the  act  for  providing  an  uniform 
ral«  of  naturalization,  were  taken  up  and  a^eed  to. 


HORTHWBSTBBN  LANDS. 

Mr.  Oallatih,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  letter  of  Rufus  Putnam,  Hiirveyor 
Qeneral  of  the  United  States,  euffgesting  the  pro- 
priety of  repealing  that  part  of  the  law  providing 
for  the  sale  of  land  northwest  of  the  river  CMiio, 
which  requires  the  north  and  south  lines,  Ac,  to 
be  run  according  to  the  true  meridian,  on  account 
of  the  difficulty  attending  it,  reported  it  as  their 
opinion,  that  it  would  be  improper  to  repeat  that 
part  of  the  law. 

The  same  gentleman,  from  the  committea  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  into  what  progress  bad  been 
made  in  the  law  for  the  sale  of  the  Northwestera 
lands,  and  whether  any  alteration  ought  to  be 
made  in  the  said  law,  reported  it  as  the  opinion  t£ 
the  committee,  that  any  alteration  which  mav  be 
proper  in  the  above  act,  ought  to  be  postponeu  tilt 

Both  reports  were  committed. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  fbr 
the  better  collection  of  certain  internal  revenues, 
were  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whol& 


Thorhi 


[,  June  U. 


A  bill  was  received  from  the  Senate,  author- 
izing the  President  of  the  United  States  to  accept 
of  any  vessel  of  mx  which  may  be  offered  to  hiv 
for  the  pnblic  savice,  in  addition  to  those  hereto- 
fore provided, 

Mr.  SawALL,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
confer  with  the  Senate  on  the  subject  of  an  ad- 
journment, reported  that  tbey  bad  held  a  confer- 
ence with  the  committee  from  the  Senate,  the 
result  of  which  was — 

"  That,  in  their  ophiion,  it  is  probabis  Congress  may 
adjourn  about  the  middle  of  Jnlj ;  at  least  until  tM 
beginning  of  Octobsr  neit ;  but  dkst  Ae  state  ot  pub- 
lic sfiair*  renden  it  inexpedient  to  resolve  at  prsaaiU 
npoa  Ibe  time  of  adjoummenL" 

POST  OFFICES. 

Mr.  TBATCHEa  called  up  the  resolution  whiok 
he  some  time  ap)  laid  upon  the  table,  directing 
the  Postmaster  General  to  prepare  and  report  at 
the  next  ses&ion,  such  a  system  as  shall  comprise 

one  all  the  laws  heretofore  passed  ou  the  sub- 
ject of  post  offices  and  post  roads,  adding  to  hia 
report  such  other  new  roads  as  he  thinks  tt  would 
be  eipedient  to  establish  ;  which  was  agreed  to- 

Mr.  T.  then  moved  to  refer  all  the  petition» 
which  had  been  presented  to  the  House  on  tbia 
subject,  to  the  Postmaster  Qeneral ;  which  was 
also  agreed  to. 

COLLECTION  OP  INTERNAL  REVENUE. 

The  House  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  report  of  the  committee  to  whoia 
were  referred  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to 
ihe  bill  for  the  more  effectual  collection  of  certaia 
. sternal  revenues. and, after  spending  sometime 
therein,  reported  tbeir  disagreement  to  the  first, 
and  tbeir  agreement  to  the  second,  of  the  Senate's 
amendments ;  which  report  was  concurred  in  b^ 
the  House. 
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I.  or  R.] 


[June,  1798. 


ARH8  FOR  MILITIA. 

The  Huuse  then  resolred  itself  into  a  Cnm- 
mitteeof  the  Whole  an  the  bill  providing  arms 
for  the  militia  throughout  the  United  States,  Mr. 
SiTOREAVEB  in  the  Chair ;  when 

Mr.  CoiT.  not  seeing  any  necessity  for  pttssing 
this  bill,  moved  to  sirile  out  the  first  section. 

Mr.  Dayton  (the  Speaker)  could  not  ^ive  his 
BweDt  10  the  first  section,  and  was  lather  id  favor 
of  striliiDfc  it  out,  because  it  would  be  found  \a 
practice  very  inconvenient  for  the  United  States 
to  become  the  retailers  of  btids  lotheezteot  therein 
sToposed.  He  called  upon  gentlemen  to  reflect 
tor  a  moment  upon  the  expense  of  IraDsporting 
them  to  every  division  of  the  militia,  which  in 
many  cases  would  require  a  land  carriage  of  two 
or  three  hundred  miles.  And  let  it  be  also  taken 
into  consideration  how  many  oribe  muskets  must 
be  injured  materially  by  such  traosportatioti,  and 
rendered  utterly  unnf  for  service  until  repaired. 
Armorers  must,  therefore,  be  sent  with  every  par- 
ed of  arms  into  iheinterior  of  the  United  States, 
and  held  in  constant  pay,  not  merely  to  repair  the 
damages  sustained  by  traDsjKirtatioQ,  but  to  ex- 
pose ttiem  frequently  to  the  air.  and  to  keep  them 
free  from  rust,  to  wnicb  they  must  he  coastantty 
exposed.  If  tney  should  be  scattered  abroad  in 
pOTcek  throughout  the  country,  as  this  section  re- 
quired, it  was  very  uncertain  whether  the  militia 
would  buy  the  arms,  with  the  additional  expense 
laid  on  toem  for  traosportation,  and  those  thus 
untold  would  consequently  be  useless  both  to  the 
public  and  individuals,  or  must  after  some  time  be 
Drought  back  to  the  public  arniorles,  with  an  ex- 
pense equal  to  their  first  cost.  The  plan  contained 
in  the  first  section  was,  therefore,  the  worst  that 
could  be  proposed,  and  ought  to  be  essentially 
altered  or  struck  out. 

Mr.  McDowell  hoped  the  section  would  not 
be  struck  out.  He  supposed  it  must  be  the  wish 
of  every  gentleman  that  tbe  militia  throughout 
the  country  should  be  well  armed.  In  some  parts 
of  the  Union  it  is  welt  known  that  this  is  not  the 
case  at  present,  and  some  provision  ouffhl  to  be 
made  for  supplying  the  deficiency.  The  gentle- 
man from  New  Jersey  had  said  that  the  States  or 
individuals  ought  themselves  to  procure  arms 
from  the  manufacturera ;  but,  in  those  parts  of  the 
country  where  these  arms  are  chieny  wanted, 
there  are  no  manufactories  from  whicD  they  can 
be  purchased ;  therefore  it  would  be  well  for  the 
Government  to  undertake  to  sunply  them.  The 
expense  of  transportation  by  land  would  certainly 
be  great ;  but  it  ought  to  be  encountered,  because, 
if  it  is  not  done  in  the  first  instance,  if  the  service 
of  the  militia  is  wanted,  they  must  have  arms  sent 
to  them,  where  arms  are  waotine.  Besides,  the 
expense  of  transportation  would  be  added  to  the 
price  of  Ibearms.  As  to  thedifEculty  which  would 


,  attend  the  keeping  of  a 
would  be  attended  with  st 
think  ii  would  be  so  gret 

Mr.  Shefaru  said  the  i 
this  bill,  were  induced  do 
that  tbe  Southern  States  : 


3  order,  though 

e  trouble,  he  could  not 

LIE  it  had  been  repre- 


a  a  persi 


have  not  an  opportunity  of  purchasing  them.  In 
the  Eastern  Stales,  Mr.  S.  said,  they  had  suffi- 
cient manufactories  of  arms,  from  whence  Oor- 
ernment  might  purchase,  and  furnish  the  desired 
supply.  The  committee  did  not  forget  the  incon- 
veniences mentioned  by  the  gentleman  from  New 
Jersey,  but,  notwithstanding  these,  they  were  of 
opinion  that  Government  ought  to  undertake  the 
business,  especially  since  it  would  be  attended 
with  little  or  no  expense  in  the  end,  as  the  monev 
laid  out  (or  lent  for  a  time)  would  be  returae^ 
when  the  arms  shall  be  sold. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  fi^lt  some  of  the  inconveniences 
pointed  out  by  the  genlleraao  from  New  Jersey ; 
out  when  it  is  recollected  that  all  the  manufacto- 
ries of  small  arms  either  are  or  doubtless  will  be, 
engaged  in  public  service,  the  necessity  and  pro- 
priety of  Government  undertaking  this  business 
will  appear  evident ;  far,  if  it  be  desirable  that  the 
militia  should  be  well  armed,  and  it  undoubtedly 
is  so.  Government  ought  to  aid  the  people  in  the 
purchase.  Mr.  S.  asked  what  wan  done  m  the  late 
insurrection  7  One  part  of  the  militia  called  upon 
were  not  completely  armed,  and  Governmeniwas 
obliged  to  transport  arms  from  the  arsenals  of  the 
United  States ;  and  it  would  be  better  to  do  thii 
while  we  are  at  peace,  than  after  we  shall  be  en- 
gaged  Id  war,  especially  as  tbe  people  would  now 
purchase  their  own  arms ;  but,  if  they  were  snij- 
plied  by  Government  in  case  of  emergency,  it 
would  be  at  public  expense.  Mr.  9.  was,  (here- 
fore,  decidedly  in  favor  of  the  measure. 

Mr.  Habbison  said  that  a  little  time  ago  it  waa 
dangerous  for  gentlemen  to  speak  about  saving 
expense,  as  any  man  who  did  so,  was  immedi- 
ately charged  with  wishing  to  give  up  his  country 
to  a  foreign  enemy.  But  now,  when  a  plan  is  on 
foot  to  supply  the  Southern  States  wtth  artns, 
though  no  expense  wilt  eventually  attend  it,  ■ 
loud  cry  is  made  against  the  expense  which  wilt 
be  incurred.  Though  gentlemen  are  perfectly 
willing  to  incur  the  expense  of  a  standing  army, 
they  are  unwilling  to  risk  a  small  loss  which  may 
accrue  from  carrying  into  effect  the  proposed 
measure  for  supplying  such  of  the  militia  ae  want 
them  with  arms.  Fur  what  purpose  are  these 
arms  wanted  1  For  the  defence  of  the  liberty  and 
independence  of  the  country  ;  and  yet  gentlemen 
Dcw  speak  of  expense.  At  the  present  crisis  of 
danger,  when  all  allow  that  the  Southern  Stales 
are  most  likely  to  be  attacked  and  the  militia  of 
those  States  want  arms,  and  asked  for  them,  when 
it  is  proposed  to  accommodate  them,  expense  i* 
held  up  as  an  objection.  He  trusted,  whengentle- 
men  considered  the  situation  of  the  Soulhem 
States,  and  that  they  contain  within  their  own 
bosom  a  dangerous  enemy,  they  will  not  persist  in 
their  opposition  to  a  measure  calculated  to  remedy 
this  defect ;  that  they  will  not  exhibit  to  the  world 
a  strange  inconsistency  in  a  free  country,  vix ; 
that  the  General  Government  insists  upon  sending 
hired  standiog  troops  into  the  Southern  Slates^ 
agatnsi  the  will  of  the  people,  but  at  the  same  time 
refuses  to  give  them  an  opportunity  of  purchasing 
arms  for  their  own  defence  ! 

Mr.  Harper  believed  that  most,  if  notall  of  the 
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inconTenieDces  sei  forth  by  the  feotleman  from 
New  Jersey,  might  be  avoided,  aad  the  object  of 

the  bill  attaiaed.      These   ' 


Teoience  and  loss,  however,  might  attend  ibiasup- 

Sy,  he  thought,  with  the  genUeman  from  Mary- 
ad,  ibac  the  (lifficully  ought  to  be  eucounieted 
now,  rather  tluD  in  a  slate  of  war.  Besides,  if 
this  supply  ia  withheld  until  the  arms  are  wanted, 
the  sanie  iaconveDieace  would  not  only  be  en- 
couDtered,  but  the  arms  would  come  loo  Iftte  for 
the  people  to  use  them  in  iraining.  But  are  we, 
said  Mr.  H.,  obliged  to  incur  the  expense  of  Und- 
carriageT  He  believed  not,  except  in  very  few 
iuslances.  Let  it  be  recollected  that  every  State, 
except  two,  borders  upon  the  sea,  and  that  they 
ue  penetrated  by  rivers,  which  are  to  a  certain  ex- 
tent navigable  b^boaisj  and  if  thesearms  were  sent 
into  some  town  in  every  State,  where  the  people 
conld  get  snpplied,  (hough  they  might  have  to  ride 
fifty  or  one  hundred  miles  for  the  supply,  they 
could  readily  depute  a  person  to  go  and  make  » 

Krchase  of  all  that  mignt  be  wanted  in  a  neigh- 
rhood.  There  were,  to  be  sore,  a  few  excep- 
tions, in  which  cases  Ine  expense  of  Uad  carriage 
must  be  incurred. 

Mr.  D&YTDH  said  that,  if  the  motiou  to  strike 
out  the  second  section  was  withdrawn,  he  should 
not  object  to  their  proceeding  with  the  bill,  and 
endearonng  to  make  it  as  unexceptionable  as  pos- 
■ible.  He  Qad  been  opposed  to  the  general  pro- 
ject of  it,  because  be  beheved  it  would  rather  pre- 
Tent  than  promote  the  general  arming  of  the  mili- 
tia, and  would  remove  from  use,  as  well  as  put 
out  of  repair,  many  thousand  stands  of  the  public 
urns. 

Mr.  D.  declared  that  he  was  not  willing  to  do 
more  than  to  authorize  the  increase  of  the  number 
of  armories  and  arsenals,  so  that  there  might  be 
one  in  every  State,  where  it  might  be  deemed  safe 
and  piHcticable.  He  hoped  thai  each  State  would 
take  measures  to  procure  arms  for  their  citizeni. 
It  was  known  that  the  United  Slates  had  no  sur- 
plus of  ibis  important  instrument  of  war,  but,  on 
the  contrary,  were  deScient 

Mr.  Harper  knew  that  the  section  as  it  stands, 
without  amendment,  would  produce  ^reat  incon- 
■ :  but  be  also  knew  that  "■■ "■ —  '- 


Tcuicui^cj  uut   lie  tiiao  Kuew  luni   luia  nvijiiuu  10 

capable  of  a  very  simple  ameodmeni,  which  would 
bring  the  bill  to  what  the  gentleman  from  New 
Jersey  wished. 

Mr.  CoiT  withdrew  his  motion. 

Mr.  8.  Smith  moved  to  strike  out  [he  words, 
"  in  due  proportion,"  which  was  immediately 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  Hahpbr  moved  to  strike  out  the  words, 
"  within  each  divisison  of  the  militia  of  the 
State." 

Mr.  Vabhdu  wished  a  division  of  the  ques- 

Mr.  ROTLEDOB  laid,  as  some  of  the  Stales  could 
easily  supply  themselves,  tbey  did  not,  of  course, 
stand  in  need  of  the  assistance  of  Qovernment; 
tbotuh  in  other  States,  where  arms  cannot  be  got, 
it  will  be  proper  to  send  them.    In  the  State  from 


which  be  came,  (South  Carolina,)  though  the  cit- 
izens in  the  lower  part  uf  the  country  are  well 
armed,  the  inhabitants  of  the  back  country  are  in 
want  of  arms ;  and,  in  order  to  furnish  a  supply 
for  that  part  of  the  counlry,  the  Legislature  of 
that  State  had  appropriated  a  snm  of  money  for 
the  purchase  of  tea  thousand  stands  of  arms.  This 
money  now  lies  in  the  Treasury,  and  if  the  Oen- 
eral  Government  could  send  this  quantity  of  arms 
to  that  State,  they  would  be  immediately  paid  for. 
Ue  had  himself  applied  to  the  Execntive  Depart- 
ment on  account  of  these  arms,  but  had  received 
for  answer,  that,  though  Qovernment  had  arms  in 
their  arsenals,  they  bad  no  authority  to  sell  them, 
but,  if  this  law  passed,  they  might  be  forwarded. 

Mr.  R.  said,  if  the  United  States  were  asked  to 
supply  the  militia  at  their  own  expense  with  arms, 
tn  me  objection  might  be  made  to  the  request;  but 
as  thejr  were  only  requested  to  be  instrumental  in 
affording  tfie  supply,  without  bearing  ultimately 
any  part  of  the  expense,  he  thought  the  proposition 
could  not  reasonably  be  objected  to. 

Mr.  Vabnum  did  not  believe  that  iha  miliiia  of 

any  of  the   Slates  are   completely  armed ;   and 

many  of  the  arms  which  they  have  are  of  differ^ 

calibres.     In  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  he 


believed  those  persons  who  had  not  proper  a 
' '  not  get  them.     He  hoped,  therefore,  loa 
would  be  distributed  among  the  several 


could  not  a 


Stales. 

Mr.  Bnooxa  did  not  think  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  had  any  reason  to  be  uneasy  on  this 
subject.  If  the  words  are  struck  out,  the  Presi- 
dent would,  doubtless,  distribute  them  where  they 
are  most  wanted,  and  where  the  people  will  ba 
willing  to  purchase  them. 

Mr.  Macon  said,  that  be  had  supposed,  sine* 
the  words  "  due  proportion,"  were  struck  out,  that 
the  words  now  moved  to  be  dispensed  with,  wotdd 
have  gone  out  of  course.  This,  he  said;  was  one 
of  those  kind  of  bills  which  are  calctilated  to  bene- 
fit the  whole  Union.  Those  Slates  which  manu- 
facture arms,  will  be  benefited  by  the  saleof  them 
to  other  Slates  whicli  want  them,  and  they  will 
be  benefited  by  the  supply.  There  was  very  lit-  , 
tie  chance  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  from 
whence  he  came,  being  invaded ;  but  if  either  of 
the  neighboring  States  were  attacked  he  supposed 
the  people  of  his  Slate  would  be  called  upon  fot 
_  .  1  _L ._    jjjgy  ^^1^  ^  called  npon, 


and  ready  to  obey  the  ct 

Questions  on  both  parts  of  the  amendment  were 
put,  and  carried. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  wished,  from  what  had  fallen 
from  the  gentlenian  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr. 
RuTLEDOi,)  to  strike  out  the  word  "  out,"  and  to 
insert  "  to  the  Government  of  the  respective  States, 

Mr.  Thatcbbb  did  not  know  why  the  General 
Qovernment  should  be  put  to  the  trouble  and  ex- 
pense of  twoviding  arms  for  the  State  Govern* 
meats.  The  original  object  was  10  provide  arDH 
for  such  individuals  of  the  States  as  should  choose 
to  purchase  them,  and  he  thought  that  object  ongbt 
not  to  be  extended  to  the  State  OoTeraineata, 
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Hr.  T.  Gi^tBOBNB  said,  the  gentleman  from 
Hauachuseiu  must  have  a  very  fertile  imaffios- 
tion,  indeed,  if  h«  could  suppose  that  the  State 
Govern  men  ts  could  want  arms  for  any  other  pur- 
pose besidea  that  of  disiributing  amongst  the  pern 
pie  ;  and,  at  this  time,  he  thought  it  proper  that 
anoE  should  be  put  into  the  hands  of  the  people, 
and  that  those  who  are  not  able  to  pay  for  them 
■liould  have  them  given  to  them. 

Hr.  Batahd  hoped  this  amendment  would  be 
speed  to.  The  Miject  of  the  bill  was  to  plac« 
inns  in  [he  hands  of  those  who  want  them,  and 
this  object  would  be  accomplished,  whether  they 
are  sold  to  individuals,  or  to  the  State  GiOTera- 
menti.  If  gentlemen  saoposed  the  GoTernments 
of  the  Stales  could  readily  get  supplied,  they  are 
misialieD.  He  could  speak  with  certainty  as  to 
tfae  Stale  from  which  he  came.  He  knew  money 
had  been  appropriated  for  pure  basting  arms  for 
their  quota  of  the  militia.  He  knew  the  Oovem- 
or  of  taat  State  came  to  this  city,  to  endeavor  to 
make  a  contract  for  these  arms,  out  he  found  all 
were  engaged  for  the  Qovemmeni  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  monev  yet  lies  in  the  Treasury  of 
the  State.  He  hoped,  therefore,  no  further  oppo- 
sition would  be  made  (o  it. 

lifr.  EiTTEB*  asid,  the  State  of  Pennsylvania 
kad  appropriated  mone^  for  twenty  thousand 
Maad  of  arms ;  one  half'^  to  be  purchased  within 
the  United  States,  and  the  otherhalf  tobe  import- 
«d.  Those  which  were  ordered  to  be  purchased 
witiiin  the  United  States  had  been  pnichaaed  ;  but 
the  conlracta  abroad,  he  believed,  had  failed ;  and 
be  believed  the  State  Government  ' 


than  could  be  well  spared  for  the  purpose ;  they 
would  cost  from  14,000  to  16,000  doUars.  He  be- 
lieved 30,000  stands  would  be  aoScient. 

Mr.  T.  Claiborns  thought  25.000  or  30,000 
woold  be  enough. 

Mr.  Otis  was  opinion  that  if  such  a  number 
was  agreed  to,  and  the  President  of  the  United 
States  was  authorized  to  apply  the  money  re- 
ceived from  those  which  are  unsold,  in  purchasing 

a  fresh  quantity,  so  as  to  keep  the  an 

---"'  -    -  funi*  "  "■ '- 


propria  led  a 


t  oppose  the 
Hoendment,  becau.<e  he  wished  to  prevent  the 
Slate  Qorernments  from  purchasing  any  qnantitj 
of  arms  they  pleased  ;  hut  he  did  not  think  this 
1^  the  beat  way  of  tsiogiog  arms  into  the  hands 
of  the  people.  He  thought  the  Slate  Governments 
night  as  well  go  tothemanufactDreTs,orse[id  their 
OT&rs  abroad  themselves,  as  to  employ  the  Oen- 
•ral  Government  to  do  the  business  for  them. 

The  question  was  put,  and  carried  without  a 
divisian. 

Mr,  DiYTOw  proposed  a  new  section,  auihor- 
Bnng  the  President  in  case  all  or  any  part  of  the 
aroos  remain  unsold,  to  cause  them  to  be  delivered 
tosachof  the  militia  as  may  want  them  when  call- 
od  into  aetoal  service;  proper  receipts  and  secnrt- 
ties  being  taken  for  returning  the  same. 

It  wma  carried — 67  votes  being  for  it. 

The  question  on  filling  the  blank  containiog  the 
anmber  of  arms  to  be  provided,  being  under 
■ideiatton, 

Mr.  HaapEa  hoped  it  would  be  filled  with 
100,000  Btattds.  He  thought  that  number  might 
be  well  distribuled  throughout  the  United  States. 
They  were  to  serve  a  double  purpose.  It  would  be 
neoUeeied,  viz:  they  are  not  only  to  be  sold,  but 
to  ana  aueh  of  the  militia  as  may  stand  in  need 
althem  whenever  they  shall  be  caJled  into  aoiaal 

Mc.  Re-rLBDOfi  thought  this  would  be  by  far  too 
1 L^,  they  would  require  more  money 


.     .  ,       iploved  m 

the  purchase  of  urns,  until  the  people  in  all  parts 
of  ihe  Union  shall  be  welt  sap{died  with  them,  the 
provision  would  be  sufficient 

Mr.  KiTTiBA  was  against  100,000.  He  be- 
lieved that  numba  would  cost  little  less  than 
92,000,000. 

Mr.  Habpbb  withdrew  his  motion  for  100,000^ 
and  the  sense  of  the  House  was  taken  on  50,000, 
and  negatived,  there  being  only  twenty  votes  for 
'      30,(>b0were  then  moved  uidcarried— 44  to 28. 

Mr.  Sbepabd  believed  they  eould  be  parchased 
for  twelve  dollars  a  stand,  and  therefore  moved  to 
fill  the  blank  to  contain  the  sum  proposed  to.be 
applied  for  the  purchase  of  those  arms,  9400,000. 

ftlr.  Ot!b  made  a  motion  to  carry  his  purpose 
into  effect,  of  having  this  sun  constantly  emj^oyed 
as  a  fund  for  the  purchase  of  arms. 

It  was  negatived,  there  being  only  twenty  voMs 
for  it. 

The  committee  thea  rose,  and  the  House  look 
up  the  amendments.    Coming  to  tfaenew  section, 

Mr.  S.  Smith  could  see  no  occasion  for  this 
section,  as  there  was  a  similar  one  introduced  in 
the  law  for  raising  a  provisional  army. 

Mr.  Habfeh  said,  tnere  was  considerable  differ* 
ence  between  this  section  and  the  one  alluded  to 
in  a  former  act.  By  that  provision  the  arms  could 
not  be  delivered  to  the  people  Imless  required  by 
the  Governor  of  a  State ;  and  it  might  happea 
that  ihe  President  would  think  it  necessary  to 
call  out  the  militia,  when  the  Governor  of  some 
pariicnlar  State  might  not  think  it  necessary. 
When  the  volunteers  are  in  want  of  arms,  the 
President  is  authorized  to  supply  them  on  request 
of  the  volunteers;  hot,  with  respect  to  the  militia, 
the  concurrent  authority  of  the  Governor  of  a 
Slate  is  necessary.  Mr.  H.  thought  this  a  defect 
in  the  law  which  ought  to  be  remedied. 

Mr.  KiTTEBA  suggested  the  propriety  of  recom- 
mitting this  bill,  in  order  to  give  the  Speaker,  who 
was  the  author  of  this  section,  an  opportunity 
of  speaking  in  reply  to  the  observations  urged 
against  it. 

The  motion  was  negatived— 42  to  2a 

Mr.  Kdmokd  said,  Ee  understood  the  object  of 
this  bill  to  be  to  provide  arms  to  be  sold  out  to 
sueh  individuals  or  State  Governments  as  choose 
to  become  purchasers,  byplacing  them  in  conve- 
nient siluations  in  the  different  States ;  but,  if  this 
section  is  introduced  into  die  bill,  it  will  operate 
as  a  discouragemeat  to  the  parchase  of  these 
arms,  because  when  the  State  Govemroents  attd 
individuals  see  that  if  they  do  not  purchase  armft 
for  themselTcs,  ihey  will,  in  eue  of  necessitr. 
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have  them  put  inCo  the  hands  of  thme  who  want 
thfxo,  they  will  not  of  courso  be  rery  eager  to 
purchaie,  and  the  anas  will  lie  andispoeea  of  at 
the  risk  and  low  of  the  United  Btates. 

Mr.  SiTORCiTBB  said,  an  objection  had  been 
brought  against  this  bill,  which  he  thought  had 
gome  weight,  viz :  that  though  these  arms  were 
proposed  to  be  sold,  there  was  no  obligation  upon 
the  people  to  purchase  them,  and  therefore  a  claQse 
ought  to  be  intradneed  for  placing  such  arms  as 
may  remain  in  any  port  of  tne  country  unsold  in 
the  bands  of  the  people,  in  case  of  emergency. 
For  this  purpose  this  clause  had  been  introduced 
ID  the  Committee  of  the  Whole.  Mr.S.  said,  the 
idea  of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  was  a 
correct  one,  that,  without  this  clause,  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  could  only  dispose  of 
Aese  arms  bv  sale.  However  urgent  an  occasion 
might  arise,  he  conld  not  put  them  into  the  hands 
of  the  militia  without  the  concurrence  of  the  Es- 
ecutive  of  a  Stale  ;  and  he  believed,  if  gentlemen 
wished  this  bill  to  pass  at  all,  it  would  be  neces- 
sary to  have  this  clause  inserted. 

Mr  R.  WiLLCAMBWas  in  favor  of  retaining  this 
cUnse. 

Mr.  Edmond  again  expressed  his  opinion  against 

After  a  few  words  in  favor  of  the  clause  from 
Ur.  Craik,  the  question  was  put  and  carried,  there 
being  64  votes  for  it. 

Mr.  Allen  moved  to  strike  oat  the  following 
Words,  "which  shall  be  deposited  at  suitable 
places."  He  thoueht  them  very  vague.  They 
might  mean  suitable  for  safekeeping,  or  suitable 
for  sale.    If  ibev  meant  that  the  arms  should  be 

eaced  iu  suitable  places  for  sale  in  every  Stale, 
:  should  be  opposed  to  it.  He  did  not  wish  to 
have  these  arms  sent  all  over  the  Union,  but  to 
have  them  left  at  the  disposal  of  the  President. 
The  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Davis,^  for 
instance,  could  not  wish  to  have  them  sent  tuere, 
because  his  constituents,  according  to  his  own  ac- 
count, are  not  liable  to  purchase  them. 

The  Spbakbr  declared  thismotionout  of  order. 

Mr.  Allen  then  moved  to  add  the  words  "for 
safekeeping." 

Mr.  Haafer  was  sorry  the  gentleman  from 
Connecticut  should  quarrel  with  the  bill,  because 
it  was  proposed  to  accommodate  tbe  purchasers 
of  these  arms  as  much  as  possible.  He  thought 
the  bill  was  founded  altogether  on  this  ground  of 
■ccoramodation  ;  and  as  the  President  would  now 
have  the  disposal  of  the  arms  according  to  his 
own  discretion,  he  thought  the  bill  stood  very 
well  at  present. 

Mr.  Allen  withdrew  his  motion,  and  the  bill 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

PROVISIONAL  ARMT. 

Mr.  Sgwall  now  called  the  order  of  the  day  on 
tbe  bill  aapplementary  to,  and  to  amend  the  act 
Mithorizing  the  President  of  the  United  Slates  to 
raise  a  pTOvisioiial  army.  The  House  accord- 
Jagly  imolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Wbole  oD  that  bill ;  when 


Mr.  Shepard  moved  to  strike  oat  the  first  sec- 
tion of  the  bill, 

Mr.  McDowell  seconded  the  motion.  It  vms- 
one  he  was  himself  prepared  to  have  made.  Ha- 
thonght  the  bill  highly  exceptionable.  It  is  pro- 
vided by  this  hill  that  the  volunteers  shall  not  be 
subject  to  the  militia  training  which  the  States- 
have  a  right  to  put  them  under.  If  these  volun- 
teers are,  indeed,  to  be  considered  as  a  standing* 
army,  then  they  are  free  from  thesuthority  of  the 
States ;  but  if  they  are  not  to  be  thus  considered, 
to  excuse  them  from  militia  training  would  be 
an  interference  with  State  authority,  which  was 
altogether  unallowable,  and  would  nave  a  ten- 
dency to  destroy  the  militia,  which  had  hitherto 
always  been  considered  as  the  sure  defence  of  the 
country.  To  excuse  these  volunteers  from  militia 
duty,  would  also  create  a  distinction  between 
them  and  the  militia,  which  he  was  apprehensive 
would  produce  the  most  unhapps  effects. 

Mr.  S.  Shitb  said,  if  he  could  consider  these 
volunteers  as  part  of  the  militia  of  the  United 
States,  he  sbotild  agree  in  opinion  with  the  gen- 
tleman last  up;  but  he  considered  tbem  not  as  a 
part  of  the  militia,  but  as  regular  troops,  hound  to 
do  regular  service  for  two  years,  after  they  ars 
accepted  by  tbe  President.  Sarely,  then,  while 
men  rtand  thus  pledged  for  the  public  service,  it 
would  be  very  unreasonable,  indeed,  to  call  upon 
them  to  do  militia  duty,  and  fine  them  for  the 
neglect  of  doing  it,  for  they  could  noi  perform 
both  services. 

Mr.  Sewall  remarked  that  these  volunteen^ 
though  they  would  not  be  subject  to  the  articles 
of  war  until  they  came  into  actual  service,  woultl 
nevertheless,  according  to  this  bill,  be  subject  to 
rules  and  rEx:ulations  to  be  established  by  the  Pre- 
sident, which  he  supposed  vonld  be  founded  ob 
the  articles  of  war.  It  mnst,  therefore,  appear  to 
be  reasonable  to  excuse  them  from  militia  duty. 

Mr.  Sheparu  objected  to  this  clause;  becaus4L 
in  the  first  place,  it  makes  a  call  to  the  whole  of 
the  militia  to  come  forward  and  make  an  offer  of 
their  service  to  the  President  of  the  United  State^ 
which,  if  complied  with  to  any  extent,  would 
have  the  effect  of  destroying  altogether  the  State 
authority  with  respect  to  the  militia,  and  wouU 
convert  the  whole  mto  a  standing  army,  and,  con- 
sequently, violate  the  Conatitutioa.  If  the  law 
coold  be  so  modified  as  to  be  made  agreeable  to 
the  Constitution,  he  should  not  object  to  it ;  but, 
at  present,  he  thought  it  in  direct  noUtion  of  ttkat 
provision  which  says,  the  training  of  the  militia 
shall  be  left  to  the  individual  States ;  for  this  bill 
proposes  that  these  men  shall  be  called  by  anoth^ 
name,  taken  from  their  old  officers,  and  placed 
under  such  as  shall  be  appointed  by  tbe  President 
of  the  United  Stales,  and  its  certain  effect  must 
be  to  create  disunion  between  the  States  and  the 
General  Government. 

Mr.  Harper  said,  that  grentlemen  who  spoke 
againri  this  bill  had  taken  an  erroneous  view  of 
the  subject  They  spoke  as  if  these  voluntecn 
were  to  be  excused  from  service,  whereas  thBy- 
will  be  Hibject  to  much  sererer  exercise  than  lh«- 
militia,  not  only  when  called  inie  aetnal  lervioe,. 
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but  in  the  mean  time,  and  ihey  will  therefore  un-  I 
ieigo  a  more  rigid  discipline  (han  ever  the  militia  i 
are  called  to.  They  ou^ht  ceriaiuly,  therefore,  to  I 
be  exempted  frum  militia,  duty. 

Besides,  Mr.  H.  said,  he  looked  upon  these  corps 
aa  a  much  better  defeoce  than  the  ordinary  militia 
could  afford ;  and  those  gentlemen  nbo  spoke  of 
the  militia  as  being  B  sufficient  defence  for  the 
country,  he  would  refer  to  the  faie  of  the  Cantoa 
of  Berne,  from  which  they  will  find  that  some- 
thing more  than  spirit  and  bravery  is  neceasarv. 
It  will  be  seen  that  nothing  can  be  effected  witb-  , 
ottt  discipline,  for  though  the  people  of  Berne,  as* 
silted  by  their  wives  and  sisters,  defended  them- 
aelres  twavely  with  their  sevlhes  aod  pitchforks, 
they  were  mown  down  by  tne  superior  discipline 
tnd  order  of  the  enemy;  so  that  for  want  of  ener- 

Kand  decision  in  their  Ghirernmcnt,  and  discip- 
e  in  their  troops,  they  were  cruslied  and  de- 
itroyed.  This  example  he  thought  so  strikingly 
in  point,  that  he  was  astoaished  any  gentleman 
should  be  found  here  to  advocate  similar  tempore 
izing  measures. 

Bit.  H.  had  no  doubt  that  our  militia  are  as 
bCBve  a  sef  of  men  as  any  in  the  world  ;  but  cour- 
age alone  will  not  avail — undisciplined  courage 
placed  against  veteran  troops,  as  in  the  instance 
jost  mentioned,  would  be  certain  to  fail;  it  would 
only  give  the  enemy  the  trouble  of  killiug  such  a 
force,  and  filling  the  ditches  with  their  dead  bo- 
dies.  In  proportion,  therefore,  as  yon  impart  to 
the  people  discipline,  organization,  command,  and 
oulitary  habits,  you  produce  an  effectual  defence 
for  the  country.  It  was  on  this  account  that  he 
was  so  favorably  impressed  with  respect  to  the 
Tolunteers,  and  that  be  advocated  the  present  bill. 

Mr.  Macok  wished  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  had  examined  the  Consiitutional  ques- 
tion, instead  of  referring  the  House  to  the  fate  of 
Berne.  Whatever  energy  it  might  be  necessary 
to  exert,  it  ought  to  be  exerted  accotdin|^  to  the 
Constitution.  He  thought  the  present  bill  a  di- 
rect violation  of  it.  If  these  volunteers  are  regu- 
lars, there  is  no  occasion  for  this  clause,  as  the 
State  cannot  call  upon  regular  soldiers  to  do  mili- 
tia duty ;  so  that  this  law,  and  the  committee  who 
formed  it.  must  have  considered  them  as  a  part  of 
the  militia. 

This,  Mr.  M.  said,  was  the  same  question  which 
was  formerly  under  discussion,  on  the  original 
bill ;  and  he  had  not  altered  his  opinion  of  its  un- 
constitutionality. 

Mr.  Shbpabd  said,  this  bill  was  not  only  un- 
oonslitutional.  but  would  create  much  disturbance 
and  uneasiness  in  the  country.  He  could  not  but 
b«  much  obliged  to  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  (Mr,  HABPEn)  for  his  lecture  on  milita- 
ry duty;  out  be  believed  he  (Mr.  8.)  had  forgot- 
ten more  than. that  gentleman  ever  knew,  and 
therefore  did  not  want  his  instinctioni.  He  be- 
Uered  the  militia  are,  in  general,  much  belter 
trained  and  disciplined  than  they  would  be  in  the 
form  of  volunteers ;  but  it  seemed  as  if  no  man 
could  be  B  good  officer,  unless  he  reeeived  his 
commission  from  the  PresidMit.  He  saw  no  foun- 
dation for  such  an  idea. 


Mr.  Batard  said,  whatever  name  is  given  to 
these  volunteer  corps,  whether  they  shall  be  call- 
ed regular  troops,  or  not,  there  cannot  now  be  a 
doubt  that  they  are  not  to  be  considered  as  militia, 


the  officers,  and  the  Constitution  is  poaitlve  that 
ihe  officers  of  the  militia  cannot  be  appointed 
other  than  by  the  Stales. 

Mr.  B.  supposed  the  gentleman  from  North  Car- 
olina (Mr.  Macoh)  did  not  mean  to  say  that  the 
Legislature  of  theUnited  States  could  not  exempt 
persons  from  a  performance  of  military  duty.     A 


had  a  right  to  excnse  volunteers  from  militia  duty, 
and  the  only  question  was  as  to  the  reasonable- 
ness and  propriety  of  doing  so  ;  and  he  thought 
(his  must  be  very  evident  Irom  the  impossiblfitv 
there  would   be  of  their  complying  with  boib 

Mr.  Habper  wished  to  add  one  word  in  reply 
to  what  bad  fallen  from  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts, in  relation  to  himself  That  (gentle- 
man, whom  he  knew  held  a  considerable  miliiaiT 
command,  must  have  forgotten  more  military 
knowledge  than  he  ever  knew,  because  he  never 
knew  any;  and  because  thatgentleman  seemed  to 
possess  but  little  at  present;  but  he  did  not  knoir 
(hat  i(  was  necessary  to  have  a  practical  knowl- 
edge of  military  affairs  to  determine  that  nothirig 
can  be  done  by  way  of  defence  without  discipline- 
He  believed  he  might  form  as  correct  an  opinion 
on  ihat  point  as  if  were  possessed  of  all  the  mili- 
tary knowledge  which  thatgentleman  says  hehas 
forgotten. 

Mr.  Gallatin  observed,  there  was  one  point  of 
view  in  which  this  subject  had  not  been  consi- 
derid.  If  he  understood  the  law  which  had  been 
passed  on  this  subject,  bis  ideas  were  the  samc^ 
with  respect  to  the  Toiunieers.as  those  of  the  gen- 
tlemen from  Delaware  and  Maryland,  viz:  not 
that  they  are  a  part  of  the  militia,  but  a  part  of 
the  Army  of  the  United  Slates  ;  for,  if  they  had 
been  considered  as  a  part  of  the  militia,  the  taw 
would  have  been  unconstitutional,  by  giving  tfac 
powts  of  appointing  i^cers  to  the  President,  in- 
stead of  reserving  it  to  the  several  States,  as  the 
ConsliiDtion  directs.  He,  therefore,  considered 
that  point  as  decided,  viz :  that  these  volunteers 
are  a  part  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States ;  but 
the  section  now  under  consideration  soea  to  de- 
clare, that  such  of  the  volunteers  as  shall  submit 
to  certain  rules  of  discipline,  shall  be  exempt  from 
militia  duty,  and,  therefore^  such  as  shall  not 
choose  to  submit  to  these  rules,  are  to  be  const-  . 
dered  as  liable  to  do  militia  duty.  In  Ihat  view, 
it  was  perfectly  inconsistent  wjtn  the  bill  paased. 
He  conceived  thai  the  moment  a  person  enlisted 
himself  as  a  volunteer,  he  was  exempt  from  mili- 

This  bill,  he  understood,  had  been  introduced 
to  rectify  a  defect  in  the  original  law.  A  great 
deal  had  been  said  about  the  great  effect  of  dia- 
cipline,and  of  the  fate  of  Berne,  which  hetfaon^t 
wholly  irrelevanL    When  the  original  bill  waa 
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focmerljr  under  consideration,  it  was  objected  I 
l^insl  it  [hat  it  did  uot  provide  sufficient  regula- 1 
Uons  for  the  KOTernmeiit  of  theae  carps.  This  is 
found  DOW  to  De  the  case,  aad  the  deficiency  is  pro-  j 

Eised  to  be  supplied.  How  is  this  to  be  done?  | 
J  suhmittiag  to  such  rules  and  regulations  as  i 
the  President  shall  appoint,  or  if  volunteers  shall ' 
neglect  to  do  it.  i^ey  are  to  be  subject  to  militia  ' 
duty.  He  neither  thought  this  right  or  proper. ' 
He  thought  it  ought  to  be  made  positive  toal  the  ' 
Tolunteera  should  conform  to  the  rules  laid  down  i 
by  the  President,  instead  of  leaving  the  matter  at  ! 
large;  for  hartng  once  determined  the  volunteers 
to  De  standing  troops,  by  authorizing  the  Presi- 
dent to  appoint  the  officers,  they  cannot  any 
longer  he  considered  as  at  all  appertaining  to  the 
miUtia.  The  section  ought,  therefore,  eiihu  to 
be  amended  or  rejected. 

Mr.  Dah^  thought  the  section  stood  rery  well 
at  present.  Every  volunteer,  while  he  remained 
such,  must,  according  to  this  hill,  conform  to  the 
regulations  of  the  President.  Gentlemen  still 
brought  up  the  questioo  as  to  nhat  these  corps 
ought  to  be  called.  They  might  call  them  what 
thejr  pleased,  if  they  did  not  call  them  "  an  army 
which  will  fle^  before  the  enemies  of  their  coun- 
try." As  to  the  volunteers  performing  the  duly 
of  militiamen,  as  well  as  the  duty  of  their  own 
corps,  it  would  be  utterly  imposaibfe  to  do  it ;  but, 
if  any  volunteer  declined  complying  with  the  re- 
gulations laid  down  by  the  President  for  their  gov- 
ernment, he  would  be  turned  back  to  the  militia; 
for  it  was  not  intended  that  any  volunteer  should 
perform  a  grudgiog  service. 

Mr.  S.  Shith  ho])ed  the  section  would  not  be 
■truck  out,  but  that  it  would  be  amended  in  the 
way  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Peansyl- 
vania. 

Mr.  Vahndm  thought  the  objections  to  this  sec- 
tion might  be  removed  by  an  smendmeat  in  the 
way  proposed.  The  objections  made  by  his  col- 
league, (Mr.  Sbbpard,)  and  orher  sentlemen. 
would  have  been  very  proper  when  the  oi;igina( 
bill  was  undet  consideration ;  but,  at  present,  he 
did  not  think  they  were  applicable.  He  bad  hint' 
self  at  that  time  objected  to  this  corpa  ;  but  as  it 
had  been  agreed  to,  and  as  it  would  be  looked 
upon  in  no  other  light  than  as  standing  troops — 
and  troops,  too,  which  would  be  Grst  called  upon 
in  case  of  any  emergency — it  would  be  wholly 
ioconsistent  to  make  them  liable  to  militia  duty. 

The  question  on  striking  out  was  put,  and  neg- 
atived—46  to  36. 

The  ([uesiioD  now  came  up  on  the  proposition 
for  loaning  arms  to  the  volunteers;  when 
,  Mr.  Gallatin  said,  it  had  been  provided  by 
the  law  for  raising  a  provisional  army,  that,  in 
case  any  of  the  volunteers  shall  be  called  into  aer- 
Tice,  before  they  get  possession  of  arm^  the  Presi- 
dent is  authorized  to  loan  to  them  Bold  artillery, 
arms,  aod  accoatrements ;  but  the  provision  in 
this  bill  propoues  that  tbeae  arms  may  be  loaned 
lor  the  purpose  of  training.  This  he  did  not  think 
prudent,  as  it  would  operate  as  a  disco uragemeot 
to  the  purchase  of  arms  by  the  voltuieers  them- 
nlves,  and  prevent  the  coaotry  from  receiving  that 


cheap  defence  from  the  service  of  these  volun- 
teers, which  gentlemen  had  foreloid.  He  believed 
it  would  be  sufficient  to  loan  aims  to  such  of  these 
volunteers  as  may  want  them,  when  called  into 
actual  service.  Mr.  G.  therefore  moved  to  strike 
out  the  words  which  proposed  this  loan  of  arms. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  said,  the  objection  of  the  gentle- 
aiau  from  Pennsylvania  had  some  weight;  but  he 
believed  it  might  be  remedied  by  confioing  the 
loan  of  arms  to  field  pieces;  and  he  believed  that 
volunteers  would  generally  wish  to  find  their  own 
muskets. 

Mr.  Gali^tin  varied  his  motion  to  meet  the 
ideas  of  the  gentleman  last  up. 

Mr.  Datton  moved  that  tne  cranmitlee  might 
rise.  He  found  a  compromise  taking  place  De- 
tweeo  gentlemen  which  he  did  not  approve.  He 
thought  there  might  be  young  men  who  would 
turn  out  as  volunteers,  who  could  not  afford  to 
purchase  their  own  arms;  and  in  such  case  he 
would  have  arms  given  to  them.  He  hoped,  there- 
for^ a  little  time  would  be  given  to  consider  this 
subject. 

The  committee  rose  accordingly,  and  had  leave 

Friday,  June  15. 
The  resolutions  laid  upon  the  table  some  daya 
ago  by  Mr.  Habpsr,  appropriating  a  sum  of  mo- 
ney for  defrayioK  the  expense  of  the  additional 
regiment  of  arlillery  and  engineers,  and  to  autho- 
rize the  President  to  obtain  such  a  loan  of  money 
as  may  be  necessary  for  the  expenses  of  the  Oov- 


of  the  Whole,  agreed  to,  and  bills  ordered  to  be 
reported  accordingly. 

A  hill  was  received  from  the  Senate,  authorizing 
the  President  of  (he  United  States  to  receive  ves- 
sels, armed  or  suitable  to  be  armed,  for  the  use  of 
the  United  Stale^  in  addition  to  those  heretofore 
provided,  was  twice  read,  and  ordered  to  be  com- 
mitted this  day. 

Mr.  Habfeh  moved  that  ihe  House  go  immedi- 
ately into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  this  bill. 

Mr.  Gallatin  hoped  the  bill  would  first  be 
printed.    Agreed  to. 

ARMS  FOR  THE  MILITIA. 

The  hill  jiroviding  arms  for  the  militia  thougk- 
out  the  United  States  was  read  the  third  time  and 
passed,  66  votes  to  17,  as  follows : 

Yeas— Abraham  Baldwin,  David  Bard,  June*  A.  Bay- 
ard, Thomas  Blount,  David  Brooks,  Damsej  Burgea, 
Chriitopher  G.  Champlin,  Thomas  Claiborne,  William 
Charles  Cole  Claiborne,  John  Clopton,  William  Ciaik, 
Thomas  T.  Davis,  John  Dennis,  George  Dent,  Thoma* 
Etuu,  John  Fowler,  Jonathan  Freeman,  Albert  G!b1U> 
tin,  Jia.  Gillaspie,  John  A.  Hanna,  Eobeit  G.  Harper, 
Carter  B.  Harrison,  Jonathan  N.  Havens,  Jos.  Heister, 
David  Holmes,  Heiakiab  L.  Hoamer,  Waitei  Jones,  John 
Wilkes  Kiltara,  Matthew  Locke,  Matthew  L^on,  Na- 
thaniel Macon,  Blair  McClenachan,  Joseph  McDowsB, 
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Bnith,  Samuel  Smith,  WilUam  Smith,  Richud  Spiigg, 

S,  Riehaid  Stanford,  Thomas  Sumt«r,  Richard  Thomaa, 
aik  Thomson,  Abiam  Tiigg,  John  Trigg,  John  E, 
Van  Alen,  Joaeph  B.  Vamiuo,  and  Robert  WUliwiia. 

If  ji»— John  Aiten,  Bailer  Btutlett,  Stephen  Bul- 
lock, Ji^m  Chapman  Bamnel  W.  Duia,  WilUun  Ed- 
mond,  Abial  Foater.  Dwight  Foiter,  Hem;  Glen,  An- 
izm  OngSr  Rop^  Gdawold,  Isaac  Parker,  Jaa.  Schore- 
HMU.  Samuel  Sewall,  Samuel  Sitgreavea,  Geo.  Thatcher, 
and  Thoma*  TiUingbaat 

PROVISIONAL  ARMY. 

The  House  then  again  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  supplemen- 
tary to  and  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  "an  ad  au- 
thorizing the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
TKise  8  proTisional  array." 

ThemotioQ  toconfinp  the  loati  of  arms  to  pieces 
of  artillery  being  resumed, 

Mr.  Davtoh  said,  that  be  could  not  agree  to 
this  motion,  tbe  object  of  which  was  to  deprive 
the  President  of  tbe  discretionary  power  of  loao- 
ing  arms  to  the  Yoluoteer  corps,  wbo  had  most  pa- 
tnotically  enrolled  themselves,  and  offered  their 
services  to  their  country.  Tbe  youths  and  other 
meritorious  meo  compoaiog  these  corps,  wlio  had 
thus  nobly  stepped  forward  and  offered  themselves 
amons  the  foremost  to  meet  danger,  were  certain- 
ly entitled  to  lo  mncb  consideration  as  to  be  al- 
lowed to  use  tbe  public  arms  until  they  were  en- 
abled to  supply  themselves  by  purchase.  The 
muskets  would  be  benefited  ratber  than  injured  by 
bein^  thus  used  for  exercise,  or  for  more  active 
■ervice,  and  he  trusted,  therefore,  that  the  mot 
would  not  prevail. 

The  qoestion  was  pat  and  negatived — 11  to  _  _. 

Mr.  Sewall  said,  a  section  had  been  proposed 
in  the  select  committee  to  this  bill,  which,tboiiKl 
il  had  been  there  nesatived,  he  would  now  one 
to  tbe  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

[Mr.  8.  moved  it  accordingly.  It  was  lo  give 
the  President  power  to  appoint  soch  of  the  officers 
for  tbe  provisional  army  of  10,000  men  as  he  may 
think  necessary  for  immediately  raising  tbe 
whenever  it  shall  be  npedient  to  raise  them,  pro- 
rided  such  officers  shall  not  receive  any  pay  or 
emolument,  until  actually  employed  in  the  service 
of  ihe  United  States.] 

Mr.  8.  Smitb  hoped  this  secti<Hi  would 
agreed  to.  It  met  with  tbe  disapprobation  of  the 
Committee  for  the  Protection  ul  Commerce  and 
the  Defence  of  the  Country,  upon  this  principle, 
viz ;  that  the  probability  was  that,  when  this  ar- 
my shall  be  found  absolutely  necessary,  a  very 
different  description  of  people  would  make  offers 
of  iheir  iervices  as  officers,  from  what  would  now 
come  forward.  This  opinion  was  strongly  con- 
Bnned  by  the  eiperience  of  the  last  war ;  and  be 
had  no  doubt,  that,  in  case  of  real  danger,  the  best 
of  officers  would  join  the  public  standard  who, 
from  their  well  known  eharactera,  would  nave  it 
in  their  power  to  raise  the  b«stof  troops;  but,  if 
the  appointments  were  now  made,  such  only 
voula  apply  for  offices  is  meant  to  make  the  pro- 
fession of  a  soldier  their  busiueas,  and  who  would 
not  be  very  wilting  to  lay  down  tbvt  prtrfeuion^ 


rhen  tbe  occasion  shall  < 


>  requiring  their 


Mr.  Hahper  believed  the  arguments  of  the  gen- 
tleman fixjm  Maryland  would  deserve  considera- 
tion, if  the  section  proposed  an  immediate  appoint- 
of  all  the  officers.  He  ahoold,  in  that  case, 
himself  be  opposed  to  the  section ;  because  it  was 
likely  eoougn  (hat  circumstances  would  occur  by 
and  by  which  would  enable  the  President  to  get 
more  fit  men  for  the  higher  grades  of  officers  than 
he  could  get  at  present ;  aodj  though  the  power 
were  to  be  given  to  the  President  to  ^point  the 
officers,  it  would  only  be  exercised  for  the  public 
advantage.  So  far  as  it  was  &t  the  appointments 
wotild  be  made,  and  no  farther.  He  conceived 
that  many  advantages  would  be  derived  from  giv- 
ing to  tbe  President  the  power  of  immediately  ap- 
pointing these  officers.  There  was  a  great  differ- 
ence, he  said,  between  organizing  10,000  men,  and 
a  regiment  of  artillery.  A  much  longer  time 
must  be  necessary  for  the  one  than  for  tEe  other; 
and  how  long  a  time,  he  asked,  had  been  found 
necessary  to  organize  the  regiment  of  artillery  7 
He  believed  six  weeks  had  elapsed  since  tbe  act 
passed  for  raising  this  corps;  and,  in  case  of  the 
imminent  danger  which  conld  alone  authorize  the 
raising  of  these  raeo,  six  weeks  would  be  a  long 
time  to  lose  in  the  appointment  of  officers  before 
the  raising  of  the  raeo  could  be  proceeded  with. 
He  thought  it  would  be  desirable,  therefore,  that 
the  arrangement  of  officers  should  now  be  made, 
that,  when  the  men  should  be  foand  necessary, 
orders  might  be  given  for  raising  them  witbont 
loss  of  time.  Immediately  upon  the  passing  of 
this  act,  no  doubt,  iha  President  would  have  a 
number  of  applications,  and  from  these  he  conld 
make  his  choice,  either  before  or  at  the  time  when 
he  shall  have  came  to  a  conclusion  as  to  tbe  ne- 
cessity of  raisinir  the  men. 

But  why  wiU  not  these  patriotic  characters, 
which  bad  been  alluded  to,  now  come  forward 
with  offers  of  their  serTieel  Tbey  know  that 
this  army  is  not  to  be  raised,  except  in  case  of 
imminent  danger ;  and  when  they  make  the  offer, 
they  will  look  forward  to  the  contingency  upon 
which  it  is  made.  If  this  was  a  common  army^ 
to  be  raised  immediately,  the  thing  would  be  dif- 
ferent.  He  believed  there  are  many  charaetert 
in  the  United  States  who  would  be  ready  to  ac- 
cept of  offices  in  a  patriotic  army  like  this,  that 
would  not  join  an  ordinary  army;  and  as  these 
gentlemen  would  be  assured  that  their  services 
would  not  be  called  for,  except  in  case  of  the 
events  mentioned  in  tbe  act,  he  doubted  not  they 
would  now  come  forward  with  an  offer  of  them. 


he  was  of  opinion  with  the  gentleman  from  Ma* 
ryland,  that  the  appointment  of  field  and  general 
officers  would  not  he  so  good  whilst  there  was  a 
doubt  whether  this  country  ahoold  be  driven  into 
a  war,  yet  he  trusted  that  doubt,  in  whatever  mind 
it  still  existed,  would  soon  be  removed,  and,  in 
the  meantime,  he  thought  the  company  officer* 
ought  to  be  nominated.  These  were  the  officers 
1^  must  leerait  ^e  men,  and  it  would  require 
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some  time  to  ascertain  from  e&ch  of  them,  whe'  | 
ther  they  accept  the  rank  allotted  to  them,  and  i 
stand  ready  to  raise  the  troops,  lo  soon  as  recriiic- 
iag  ordeiB  should  be  seat  them.  Much  time  would 
be  saved  by  authorizine  this  measure  immediately, 
and  it'  would  not  add  to  the  expense,  for  they 
would  not  be  put  upon  pay  unlit  it  became  ueces- 
Mry  to  raise  an  army  for  the  defence  of  the  coun- 
try.    He  hoped  the  section  would  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  said,  s^entlemen  xeemed  deter- 
jgoined  to  do  everything  l)y  steps.  The  raising  of 
the  proTiiional  army  was  made  to  rest  upon  cer- 
tain contineencies  I  but  now  it  is  wished  that  the 
President  ^ould  hare  the  power  to  appoint  the 
officera  immediately.  He  thought  it  would  be 
&irer  in  gentlemen  to  come  forward  at  once,  and 
give  the  President  the  power  to  raise  the  army 
vheoerer  be  shall  think  proper,  or  immediately. 
This  conduct  would  be  more  consistent  with  the 
dignitjr  of  Legislative  proceedings,  than  doing 
one  thing  to-4iav  and  another  to-morrow,  which 
appeared  to  be  the  coarse  constantly  adopted.  A: 
it  had  been  thought  proper  to  defer  the  raising  of 
the  army  until  danger  shall  appear,  he  believed  it 
mold  be  best  to  defer  the  appointment  of  officers 
^so  tilt  that  time ;  for,  if  they  were  to  be  now  ap- 
pointed, instead  of  consisting  of  men  who  would 
engage  in  the  service  from  patriotic  motives,  they 
vould  consist  of  bad  sons,  bad  nephews,  and  in- 
different cousins,  who  look  up  to  the  army  for  a 
livelihood.  He  wished  this  army  to  be  a  good 
army,  and,  therefore,  he  wished  the  appointment 
itf  officers  to  be  delayed  until  danger  appeared,  in 
Mder  to  draw  men  of  character  and  property  into 
it,  and  in  older  to  obtain  such  an  army  as  we  had 
during  the  Revolution. 

Hr.  Sewall  said,  it  appeared  lo  him  extraordi- 
naiT  that  gentlemen  should  suppose  that  men  who 
seek  a  mifitary  life  for  sopport  should  be  atuions 
to  accept  of  situations  in  a  provisional  army  which 
may  never  be  raised,  and,  until  il  is  raised,  from 
which  they  will  never  receive  any  pay  or  emoln- 
tnenl.  If  the  appointments  are  to  be  made  at  this 
time,  these  are  not  the  men,  he  appreijended,  who 
will  solicit  the  appoinlmeDts;  tney  must  have 
■itaaibns  from  which  they  can  receive  immediate 
etoolumeat.  Men  who  accept  of  these  appointments 
must  hare  something  to  live  upon  at  home.  Bat  if 
these  officers  are  not  appointed  until  the  time  of 
danger  arrives,  the  President  will  be  under  the 
necessity  of  appointing  such  as  offer  first ;  where- 
as, if  they  are  made  now,  with  deliberation,  there 
U  every  reason  to  believe  good  men  will  be  ap- 
pointed. Indeed,  if  the  appointment  of  officers 
was  to  be  delayed  until  the  army  was  raised,  he 
.     should  be  in  favor  of  rai^iing  il  immediately. 

Mr.  Shepard  thought  it  would  be  soon  enough 
to  appoint  the  officers,  when  we  knew  whether 
any  men' could  be  got.  We  had  officers  at  this 
time  recrnitinff  for  men  to  fill  up  the  old  regi- 
ments, but  he  believed  they  met  with  indifferent 
anceess.  He  could  see  no  other  way  of  raising 
tha  men  than  that  of  making  requisitions  on  the 
MVeral  Slates  for  their  portion  of  men;  and  if 
Aey  fomiah  their  quota  of  men,  tbey  will  expect 
IQ  be  eoimilted  in  the  choice  ta  offietis.    But  if 


the  appoi 


are  made  at  present,and  recruit- 
officers  are  sent  out  to  get  men,  they  will  onlv 
pick  up  the  refuse  of  society,  one  of  whom  will 
require  two  better  men  to  take  care  of  him;  but 
if  the  appointment  of  officers  and  raising  of  men 
were  delayed  until  occasion  called  for  them,  tried 
patriotic  officers  would  be  got,  and  the  suns  of  ibe 
yeomanry  of  the  country  would  enter  into  die 
service. 

Mr.  Dana  said,  he  always  supposed,  until  he 
heard  from  the  g«ntlaman  from  Massachuaells, 
whose  military  character  certainly  gave  weight 
to  hii  opinion  on  military  subjects,  that  it  was  ne- 
cesyiry  first  to  raise  men  before  officers  were  ap- 
pointed— that  it  was  first  necessary  to  appoiiit 
officera  in  order  to  raise  men.  He  supposed  the 
President  woold  not  at  present  proceed  to  the  ap- 
pointment of  officers  of  the  superior  grades,  but 
confine  his  choice  to  those  of  t^e  lower  grades 
chiefly,  which  it  maybe  supposed  none  of  the 
patriotic  officers  of  the  Revolntion  would  be  wil* 
ling  lo  accept  of,  and  this  would  be  a  business  of 
the  greatest  trouble.  In  oase  of  actual  war,  he 
supposed  there  are  many  military  men  in  Con- 
gress  who  wonld  again  join  the  standard  of  their 
country ;  but  he  should  be  sorry  if  the  puUie 
should  be  deprived  of  their  services  In  the  great 
councils  of  the  nation,  unlit  an  actual  state  of 
things  shall  call  for  their  exertions  in  the  field. 
Mr.  Habpgb  wished  lo  brine  to  the  recollection 
f  the  gentleman  from  MaryUnd  what  he  deter- 
lined  to  forget,  viz:  the  disposition  which  certainly 
_xislB  between  making  arrangements  for  an  army, 
and  the  raising  of  that  army.  The  bill  for  raisii^ 
a  provisional  army,  is  a  bill  for  raising  an  army, 
provided  certain  contingencies  shall  take  place; 
and  tikis  liill  is  intended  to  make  jn^vious  arrange- 
ments 10  be  in  readiness  in  case  the  army  shall 
eventually  be  raised,  therefore  the  objections  of 
the  gentleman  from  Maryland  fell  to  toe  ground. 
Mr.  H.  thought  the  idea  of  none  but  men  who 
wished  to  make  a  military  life  their  profession  ap- 
plying for  offices  in  this  army,  in  case  they  are 


appointed  immediately,  had  been  ably  refnted  by 
~  ~iitemanfromMasBachusett5.(Mr.  Sewali..) 
likely  to  have  quite  a  eonlrery  effect. 


With  respect  to  the  mode  of  raising  troops  bf 
requisition,  spoken  of  by  another  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Shepard,)  such  an  idea  must 
have  arisen  from  a  want  of  that  military  kaow^ 
ledge  which  he  yesterday  said  be  had  forgotten. 
It  was  quite  a  novel  idea  that  the  States  should 
have  anything  to  do  either  with  the  raising  of 
the  men  or  the  appointment  of  the  officers  of  reg- 
ular troops.  It  was  another  proof  tliat  the  gen- 
tleman had  forgotten  part  of  his  military  know- 
ledge, when  he  spoke  of  first  raising  men  and  then 
appointing  officers.  Tbegentlemannadforeottena 
number  of  other  things ;  but  Mr.  H.  hoped  that  gen- 
tlemen wonld  all  remember  that  Congress  is  now 
providing  an  effectual  force  against  a  threatened 
inrasioD,  and  he  believed  nothing  would  tend 
more  to  make  it  so,  than  giving  the  President 
power  to  appoint  such  officera,  as  he  may  think 
necessary,  immediately. 

Mr.  Ituooff  did  not  consider  thia  a  vory  impcnrt- 
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■nt  section,  BS  it  was,  ia  some  degree,  similar  to 
one  vhich  aad  already  been  passed.  Gentlemen 
had  said,  when  the  former  act  was  under  consid- 
eration, thai  it  would  provide  an  eflectnal  force  ; 
but  now  a  bill  is  brought  forward  to  make  it  so. 
As  the  former  law  gave  tbe  President  power  to 
appoioi  officers  whenever  danger  appeared,  if  tbii 
section  is  agreed  to,  he  should  conclude  that  the 
officers  would  be  imniedialely  appoitited.  As  we 
had  officers  already  on  recruiting  service,  it  would 
be  needless,  be  believed,  to  appoint  others.  He 
found  that  the  officers  in  the  newr^ment  of  arr 
tillerjr  are  placed  in  every  part  of  the  United 
Stales;  ana  if  we  want  that  corps  com  pi  eie<i|j  its 
progress  ought  not  to  be  iropeiled  by  the  appoint- 
ment of  other  recruiting  officers. 

Mr.  SHEPinn  was  obliged  to  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  for  adducing  proofs  that  he  bad 
forgotten  hia  military  knowledge;  but,  noiwith- 
BlandiDK  what  that  gentleman  has  said,  he  did  not 
think,  if  officers  were  appointed  to-morrow,  that 
they  would  enlist  300  men  in  two  years.  Il  ihef 
are  not  got  by  requisition,  therefore,  he  could  not 
aee  any  other  mode  of  getting  them,  except  we 
wait  until  actual  danser  appears,  and,  in  that  case, 
the  best  of  men  will  be  got. 

A^  to  the  cfttn-toU:  of  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina,  he  should  take  but  little  notice  of  it; 
though  he  attempted  to  UuKh  at  him  whenever 
he  spoke,  (which  was  rather  aisgustiog,)  he  would 
continue  to  speak  without  being  hindered  or  terri- 
fied by  him. 

Mr.  Brooks  said,  when  the  question  was  before 
the  ftelect  commttiee,  he  was  of  opinion  that  it 
would  be  best  not  to  appoint  the  officers  to  this 
army  until  the  danger  appeared  which  would  war- 
nnt  the  raising  of  men  ;  but  the  argumrnis  which 
he  had  heard  on  this  subject,  and  the  conriciion 
which  he  had  upon  his  mind  that  we  must  have 
war,  and  that  every  day  brings  us  nearer  to  that 
state  of  things  (and  that  is  now  at  hand)  when  it 
will  be  necessary  to  raise  the  army,  he  thought 
the  weight  of  the  argument  then  useid  in  favor  of 
the  postponement  of  this  subject  every  day  dimi- 
nished. For  he  did  not  coiuider  this  question,  as 
some  other  gentlemen  had  done,  a  gradual  step 
towards  raising  an  army  at  all  events ;  because 
the  President,  aa  has  been  already  intimated,  has 
no  power  but  what  was  originally  rested  in  him, 
Tiz :  to  raise  the  army  in  case  one  of  three  contin- 
gencies shall  take  place.  When  these  officers  are 
appointed,  they  ate  not  to  receive  any  pay.  All 
tbatwas  in  tended,  was  togive  tbe  President  achoice 
of  officers,  in  order  that  he  might  select  them  at  his 
leisure^nd  inquire  into  their  character. 

Mr.  Dent  thought  this  section  would  be  better 
if  made  more  explicit  He  therefore  moved  to 
add  the  following  words:  "such  and  so  many  of 
the  officers  of  the  10,000  men  as  the  President 
•ball  think  necessary,  and  to  cause  to  be  raised  and 
enlisted  tbe  whole  or  such  portion  of  the  corps  of 
such  men  as,  in  his  opinion,  the  public  service  shall 
require." 

This  motion  was  n^tatired,  there  being  only 
83  votes  for  it. 

Hr.  8.  Smith  said,  th«  gentlemaD  from  S.  Caro- 


lina  had  charged  him  with  not  having  attended  to 
the  distinction  between  raising  an  army  and  mak- 
ing arrangements  for  the  raising  of  one.  He  did 
understand  the  difference  ;  but  his  arguments  had 
gone  against  the  impolicy  of  appointing  the  offi- 
cers at  present  He  said  nothing  about  the  men. 
But  the  gentlemen  from  South  Carolina  and  Mas- 
sachusetts (Messrs.  Harpbb  and  Sewall)  cout 
tend  that  men  who  wish  to  make  the  business  of 
a  soldier  their  profession  will  Dot  accept  of  situa- 
tions in  the  provisional  army.  He  beliered  thii 
was  a  mistake.  They  would  beliere,  with  him, 
that  this  army  will  be  speedily  raised,  and  that 
much  time  will  not  therefore  elapse  before  it  wiQ 
be  necessary  for  them  to  engage  in  actual  service^ 
and  consequent  pay.  He  was  opposed  to  this  im- 
metHate  appointment,  because  he  wished  rather 
to  have  men  of  experience  and  character  as  offi- 
cers than  soldiers  by  profession.  Besides,  it  is  vrell 
known  that  the  young  men  are  everywhere  com- 
ing forward  as  volunteers.    These  are  something 


similar,  Mr.  S.  said,  to  the  independent  companies 
in  our  Revolutionary  war,  ana  they  will  be,  like 
them,  a  school  for  officers.    Young  men  thus  en- 


forward  and  offer  their  services  as  officers, 
and  it  will  be  much  better  to  appoint  men  of  this  | 

kind,  than  men  who  seek  commissions  merely  for 

The  question  on  the  section  was  put  and  nega-  ' 

tived— 41  to  39.  i 

Mr.  BAVARn  said,  he  had  a  strong  persoasion  on 
his  mind,  that  if  the  bill  for  raising  a  provisional 
army  stands,  as  at  present,  our  v^ucteers  corps 
would  not  be  verv  namerous.    As  they  consist  of  I 

young  men  who  are  mostly  extensively  engaged 
in  business,  it  is  scarcely  probable  that  many  per-  j 

sons  of  this  description  will  offer  their  services,  if  \ 

they  shall  reader  tnemselves  liable,  by  doing  so,  to 
he  marched  on  service  from  one  end  of  the  Union 
to  the  other.  This  opinion  bad  been  strongly  con- 
firmed by  fact.  He  therefore  moved  an  additional 
section,  providing  ''that  no  company  of  volunteers 
who  shdl  have  been  accepted  by  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  shall  be  compelled  to  march 
beyond  the  limits  of  a  State  adjacent  to  that  in 
which  they  may  belong. 

Mr.  T.  Clatbohhe  said,  this  question  had  already 
been  fully  discussed  and  decided.  He  thought  it 
would  be  an  extraordinary  thing,  indeed^  if  the 
best  men  in  the  country  should  be  thus  limited  in 
their  service;  if  tbe  young  and  active  should  be 
kept  at  home,  whilst  persons  older  and  less  able 
shall  be  liable  to  be  sent  whithersoever  dangci 
may  call  them. 

Mr.  S.  SifiTn  hoped  the  amendment  would  not 
prevaiL  What  ]  said  he,  shall  volunteer  corp^ 
consisting  of  the  young  men,  be  kept  at  homel 
Shall  we  first  make  provisions  exempting  them 
from  militia  duty,  for  a  loan  of  arms,  &c.,  and 
then  tie  their  faanas  from  acting  t  The  gentleman 
who  makes  this  motion  has  two  States  adjoining 
him,  others  have  three  or  four,  and  some  hare  only 
one  ;  so  that  the  provision  would  be  very  unequal. 
Cotainiy,  the  gentlem^  does  not  mean  to  make 
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the  volunteers  less  efiectuat  than  ibe  militia,  and 
to  Mparate  the  young  mea  for  the  purpose  of  keep- 
ing toem  at  home  by  their  Bre-siJes.  Such  a  pro- 
vision would  be  disgraceful  lo  ifaese  young  men, 
and  a  libel  upon  their  bravery  and  public  spirit. 
He  hoped  the  idea  of  introducing  auch  a  provision 
waa  not  seriously  enlertBioed. 

Mr.  KiTTEHA  observed,  that  it  ought  to  be  recol- 
lected that  our  militia  are  only  called  out  for  three 
moQths  at  a  time ;  whereas  these  volunteers  art 
liable  to  serve  for  two  years. 

Mr.  Hahpeb  said,  there  was  another  great  dif- 
ference between  the  militia  and  volunteers:  tbe< 
latter  clothe  and  equip  themselves,  and  in  most 
instances  purchase  their  arms.  It  is  true,  provision 
ia  made  for  the  loan  of  arms,  where  it  shall  be 
necessarv ;  but  the  probability  is  that  the  greater 
part  will  purchase  their  own  arms  and  equip- 
ments. Nor  would  the  proposed  amendment  tie 
the  hands  of  the  volunteers.  They  might  still  go 
where  they  pleased.  It  went  only  to  prevent  their 
being  forced  to  goon  distant  service;  but  if  it 
were  agreed  to,  be  doubted  whether  very  few  of 
them  woujd  decline  any  service  upon  which  they 
were  called.  It  was  not  to  be  supposed  that  the 
President  would  order  the  volunteers  of  New  York 
or  Philadelphia  to  march  to  the  frontiers  of  Qeor- 

e'l;  but  wherever  there  was  danger,  be  did  not 
lieve  tbe  volunteers  would  ever  hesitate  to  go. 
He  hoped,  as  the  volunteers  lay  under  several  dis- 
advuntagea,  such  as  engftging  to  serve  for  two 
years,  anA  being  liable,  if  the  President  chooses, 
10  be  called  upon  every  day  to  do  duty  previous 
to  any  actual  servic^  that  this  clause  in  their 
favor  would  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Macdh  did  not  suppose  it  would  have  been 
necessary  lo  have  said  a  word  on  this  subject.  Mr. 
H.  spoke  of  the  uneq^ual  service  tbat  would  fall 
upon  volunteers  in  different  parts  of  the  Union 
from  such  a  regulation.  The  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  had  said,  but  few  of  the  volunteers 
would  ever  avail  themselves  of  this  clause.  He 
hoped  not ;  but  he  should  think  it  very  wrong  to 
pass  a  law  to  give  them  the  power  of  refusing  to 
•erve  wheiieret  they  shall  be  called  upon.  He 
hoped  the  gentleman  from  Delaware  would  with- 
draw his  propositioti,  for  he  thought  it  would  place 
a  stigma  on  these  young  men  which  they  ill  de- 
•erved.  He  had  seen  some  of  them  parade  in  the 
city,  and  was  well  pleased  with  their  soldierly 
appearance.  But,  to  say  these  volunteers  should 
have  arms  and  cannon  lent  ihem,^and  at  the  same 
lime  not  be  called  upon  wben  their  services  might 
b«  wanted,  would  be  a  strange  provision,  indeed. 
Besides,  as  this  question  hasi  been  already  decid- 
ed, he  thought  it  very  improper  to  have  it  thus 
lenewed. 

Mr.  Sbwall  would  only  say  one  word  on  the 
inconsistency  of  the  gentleman  from  North  Caro- 
lina. He  had  heretofore  said  that  these  volun- 
teers wontd  form  an  unconstitmiooal  body ;  that 
it  was  impr<>per  to  place  such  a  force  in  the  bands 
of  the  President ;  that  the  militia  of  the  country 
would  be  sufficient  for  its  defence  ;  and  that,  tbere- 
foie,  there  was  neither  occasion  for  votuateec 
CMpc,  nor  provisional  army ;  but  now,  all  at  obc«^ 


the  gentleman  turns  round  aod  speaks  of  the  vol- 
unteers as  beine  the  troops  chiefly  to  be  relied 
npon.  Mr.  S.  thought  the  proposed  clause  would 
have  a  good  effect  in  increasing  the  vigilance  of 
the  several  States ;  because,  wben  they  see  thai 
they  must  rely  upon  themselves,  or  a  neighbor- 
ing Slate,  or  adjoining  States,  if  more  iban  one,  for 
defence,  they  will  associate,  and  put  themselves 
in  the  best  condition  for  defending  themselves. 

Mr.  HiTFLEnoE  said,  if  this  amendment  waa 
agreed  to,  he  feared  its  effects  would  be  fatal  to 
the  volunteer  corps.  What  young  man  of  spirit, 
he  asked,  would  enterintoa  corps  so  confined  m  its 
service  1  The  young  men  in  different  parts  of 
the  country  have  come  forward  and  enrolled  them- 
selves, with  a  view  of  being  ready  to  fly  to  the 
defence  of  the  country  wherever  she  may  be  at- 
tacked ;  but  if  the  present  motion  was  aereed  to, 
it  would  essentially  chanse  the  spirit  ot  the  as- 
sociations which  bare  taien  place.  He  would 
say  for  himself,  he  would  never  consent  to  belong 
to  such  a  corps.  The  militia,  when  called  upon, 
are  obliged  to  march  to  any  part  of  the  Union ; 
and  he  thought  it  would  bejuiying  a  poor  compli- 
ment to  tbe  young  men  of  this  country,  to  sup- 
pose they  wanted  an  inducement  like  the  present 
to  become  volunteers;  for  he  could  notoelieve 
they  associated  together  for  the  sake  of  wearing 
8  roiliiary  uniform  and  fedther,  or  of  marching 
about  the  city  on  a  Sunday  in  their  military 
dresv.  He  hoped,  therefore,  the  motion  would  be 
either  withdrawn  or  negatived. 

Mr.  McDowell  was  surprised  that  this  moiien 
should  have  been  Bsain  brought  forward,  after 
having  been  so  decidedly  negatived  on  a  formei 
occasion.  And  what  was  the  ffreatest  surprise  to 
him  was,  that  the  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina (Mr.  Habfeb)  should  be  found  amons  its  ad- 
vocates,  OS  heretofore  that  gentleman  hadspoken 
of  these  young  men  as  willing  to  lay  bare  their 
bosoms  in  the  front  of  the  bnttle — that  the^  would 
be  ready  to  fly  to  every  port  of  the  Continent  to 
defend  their  country.  Leave  had  been  granted  to 
raise  them  ;  it  had  been  asked  to  relieve  them 
from  militia  duty.  That  is  not  sufficient,  gen- 
tlemen now  wi»h  to  excuse  them  from  any  ser- 
vice at  a  distance  from  home.  This,  he  owned, 
was  a  great  failing  off  from  the  hiea  strain  in 
which  gentlemen  had  formerly  spoken  of  these 
volunteers. 

What  sort  of  an  army,  said  Mr.  McDowbll, 
will  these  volunteers  form  7  The  commander  of 
it  cannot  rely  upon  hi*  troops  beyond  a  eenajn 
point,  at  which  they  may  all  refuse  to  obey  his 
command.  This  would  be  placing  the  country 
'~  a  perilous  situation  indrad ;  and  to  SDijpose 

eh  an  ezeluaioa  from  service  would  be  grateful 

these  young  men,  waa  paying  them  a  very  in- 
different compliment.  There  may  be  many  of 
these   young  men  of  the  description   which  the 

fentleman  Irom  Delaware  had  mentioned ;  and 
ehoned  men  of  property  would  show  themselves 
equally  ready  to  defend  tbetr  country  with  their 
fellow  citizens  who  possess  a  less  share  of  properly, 
and  that  they  would  not  seek  to  be  excused  from 
service  in  the  way  proposed  by  this  amendment. 
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Mr.  Batard  obBerred,  that  geDilemen  opposed 
to  [iiin  ameDdnient,  tell  [be  commiiiee  ihat  ihU 
principle  was  coDlained  in  Ilie  original  bill,  and 
that  haviDg  been  fully  discussed  Mid  delermioed 
upon  at  that  time,  it  ought  not  again  to  be  brought 
forward.  He  believed  they  were  mistaken  as  to 
the  discussion,  because,  if  he  recollected  rightly. 
the  question  waa  iskeii  without  debate,  and,  to 
some  members,  Tery  unexpectedly  carried.  It 
WW  because  it  seemed  not  to  have  excited  suffi- 
cient attention  at  the  time,  that  he  again  brouf^ht 
it  forward-  And,  not  withstanding  all  the  hiffh 
notions  of  chivalry  and  public  ^rit  of  which  he 
heard  so  much,  he  woula  venture  to  predict,  thai 
if  these  volunteers  were  lo  be  liable  to  be  marched 
from  one  end  of  the  Continent  to  the  other  so  fiir 
&om.  their  affording  any  considerable  public  ser- 
vice, there  would  be  no  volunteers  at  all,  or  at 
least  the  number  would  be  so  small  as  to  have  no 
effect.  He  was  willins  to  give  (he  young  men  of 
the  country  all  the  creoit  they  deserved.  He  saw 
them  willing  to  incut  many  inconveniences  in 
order  to  render  service  to  their  country;  but  he 
did  not  believe  they  would  suffer  their  military 
ardor  to  carry  them  so  far  as  to  induce  them  to 
devote  themselves  to  destruction. 

What,  said  Mr.  B.,  are  the  description  of  pec- 
sons  who  generally  comprise  these  volunteer  com- 
panies 1  Many  of  tlftm  are  professional  men  ; 
others  are  merchants  ;  manv  of  them  mechanics 
and  arliScent,  and  many  of  them  have  families 
who  depend  upon  them  for  subsistence.  What  is 
the  situation  of  these  volunteers  1  They  become 
t^ular  troops,  subject  to  such  discinlitie  as  the 
President  shall  choose  to  direct ;  and,  before  the 
provisional  army  can  be  raised,  they  may  he 
marched  from  one  end  of  the  United  States  to 
the  other,  and  might,  perhapo,  render  the  provi- 
siojial  arm^  altogether  unnecessary.  It  was  be- 
oause  he  wjshed  to  see  a  numerous  body  of  volun- 
teers, that  he  brought  forward  this  amendment ; 
because  he  did  not  wish  to  throw  a  damper  upon 
tbe  military  ardor  of  our  young  men,  or  to  dis- 
gust them.  Tliis  regulation  would  put  no  re- 
slramt  upon  their  public  spirit ;.  because  it  did  not 

f[0  to  prevent  them  from  marching  beyond  the 
imiis  mentioned,  if  they  are  diapos^  to  do  it;  it 
only  provides  that  they  shall  not  be  compelled  to 
march  beyond  the  limits  of  an  adjoining  State. 
He  did  not  consider  these  volunteer  corps  in  the 
light  of  a  standing  army,  but  as  auxiliaries  lo  act 
in  aid  of  asiandiog  force;  totally  around  the  pro- 
visiooal  army,  in  case  of  invasion. 

As  to  what  the  gentleman  from  North  Caro- 
lina (Mr.  Macon)  had  said  respecting  some  of 
the  Southern  Stales  being  only  joined  by  ooe  or 
two  States^  and  on  that  account  would  not  have 
the  same  advaaiBsea  from  these  volunteers  with 
other  States,  he  thoughtit  wasaphilippic  against 
the  public  spirit  of  those  States;  it  was  supposing 
that  the  youth  of  those  States  would  not  be  equally 
ready  to  turn  out  in  detenee  of  their  country  with 
the  youth  of  other  Sute*.  The  House  had  been 
told  on  former  occasions,  that  if  the  Southern 
States  were  supplied  with  arms  and  ammunition, 
they  wanted  no  other  aaiatancg :  he  hoped  this 


;  and  he  [boogbi  if  gentlemen  witbei 
Ls  corps  of  volunteus,  they  would 


agree  to  the  present  proposition,  as,  without  it,  ha 
was  confident   their  number  would  ' 
to  be  of  any  public  si 


uld  be  t< 


Mr.  S.  Shitb  observed,  that  gentlemen  in  sup- 
port of  this  motion  said,  that  the  volunteers  ougU 
to  be  favored^  because  they  clothe  and  equip  them- 
selves  at  their  own  expease ;  and  do  not,  asked 
Mr.  S.,  the  militia  the  same  1  But  is  it  a  fact 
that  the  ToluDleers  arm  themselTcs  ?  No;tha 
House  has  agreed  to  lend  ihem  arms,  and  after 
the  power  to  lend  has  been  given,  he  apprehended 
few  would  be  boughL  What  would  the  great 
body  of  the  militia  say,  provided  the  present  mo- 
tion  were  to  pass  ?  They  would  say,  "  we  are 
obliged  to  answer  any  call  which  may  be  made 
upon  us;  but  these  volunteers  whom  you  hare 
tuen  from  our  body,  and  to  whom  you  have  given 
arms,  remain  at  home."  Would  not  this  offend 
the  great  body  of  militia?  It  certainly  would, 
fieiidea,  would  any  military  man  take  eomnuuid 
of  a  body  of  troops,  who,  when  they  came  to  a 
certain  line,  might  lay  down  their  ari^a,  and  re- 
fuse  with  impunity  to  march  any  farther?  They 
certainly  would  not,  as  such  a  circumstance 
might  occasion  the  most  serious  coaseqoences ; 
for  it  would  be  recollected,  that  during  the  war, 
men  who  were  engaged  for  six  months  only  went 
off  on  the  very  (by  their  time  expired,  and  OB 
which  an  action  took  place,  which  occasioned  a 
defeat  of  the  American  Army. 

But  the  committee  were  told  by  the  gentleman 
from  Delaware  (Mr.  Batard)  that  excefU  tbii 
motion  was  agreed  to,  we  should,  have  no  volun- 
teers, or  at  least  very  few.  If  so,  we  had  better 
have  none.  If  these  young  men  wish  only  to 
fight  by  their  own  fire-sides,  they  had  better  re- 
main with  the  militia,  and  go  into  the  ranks  with 
older  men.  It  would  not  Iw  worth  while  to  fbnn 
a  separate  corps  for  them.  Indeed,  if  he  had  a 
son  that  would  enter  into  inch  a  corps,  he  shouU 
be  ashamed  of  htm,  and  he  would  disinherit  him ; 
and  he  was  persuaded  that  the  young  nun  tj 
America  would  not  thank  gentlemen  for  plaeiiut 
ihem  in  such  a  situatioa  as  waa  proposed-  U 
they  wished  to  |dace  them  in  a  ridiculous  point 
of  view,  or  to  procure  for  them  the  name  of  the 
Silk  Stocking  Onnpony,  or  any  other  term  of  de- 
rision, they  could  not  take  a  more  effectual  course 
to  obtain  it.  He  hoped,  therefore,  this  propor- 
tion would  not  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Baooxa  did  not  view  the  clause  under  con- 
sideralion  in  so  exceptionable  a  point  of  view  aa 
his  friend  from  Maryland,  or  he  would  not  vote 
for  it.  He  knew  that  a  [Hvvision  similar  to  thia 
made  a  part  of  the  former  bill.  How  it  came  to 
be  struck  out,  he  could  not  tell;  but  he  believed  it 
was  done  without  delate. 

Gentlemen  spoke  of  the  favorable  situation  in 
which  these  volnnieers  will  be  placed,  if  this  pro- 
vision is  agreed  to ;  but  they  do  not  weigh  the 
matter  on^th  sides.  They  fonel  that  the  mili- 
tia cannot  be  called  into  service  Tor  a  IcMiger  term 
than  three  months  at  a  time,  and  it  was  never 
kno«-n  that  militia  were  called  rarf  &i  from 
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home.  Tti8  idek  or  marcDiDK  tbese  TOluoceers 
£iom  ODe  part  of  (he  United  states  to  the  otber, 
was  ntther  imaeinarY  than  real.  In  the  course 
of  the  last  war,  tlie  militia  was  ncarcely^  eter  call- 
ed beyond  the  bounds  of  an  adjoining  State ;  but 
he  had  do  doubt  if  the  semce  of  the  country 
should  itand  in  need  of  these  young  men,  they 
would  not  suffer  tbeii  ardor  to  be  oTercome  by  an 
ideal  liae.  He  believed  these  youag  men  would 
prove  belter  troops  than  any  other,  and  perh&pe 
pieveal  the  necessity  of  raising  aoy  other. 

The  gentleman  from  Maryland  has  said,  that 
if  he  had  a  son  who  would  enter  into  a  corps  un- 
der such  a  restriction  as  this,  he  would  disowa  him. 
Other  KButlemen  would  be  eoually  concerned  with 
him,  iiibeir  sons  were  to  take  aarantaEe  of  such 
A  clause  in  time  of  danger.  But  he  did  not  think 
it  would  be  right  to  terrify  young  men  from  the 
serrice  by  holdinK  up  more  severe  duty  for  them 
than  it  would  be  likely  they  would  be  ever  called 
to  perform.  He  hoped,  therefore,  the  amendmenl 
would  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MtLLEDOE  said,  if  this  proviaiou-was agreed 
to,  the  State  of  Georgia  could  only  expect  assist- 
ance from  the  volunteers  of  one  State,  and  the  ex 
posed  silaation  of  that  State  is  well  known.  Tbi 
United  Slates  ou^ht  certainly  to  be  protected  ii 
every  pan ;  and  in  the  latt  war  it  was  usual  for 
the  dower  of  tbe  American  people  to  tly  to  the 
most  extreme  parts  of  the  Union  whenever  danger 
appeared. 

Mr.  Oria  did  DOt  believe  that  any  provision 
could  be  thought  of  which  could  be  mote  effectual 
in  discouraging  these  voluntary  associatioas  than  a 
proTisioD  of  [his  kind.   His  fneod  frtHU  Delaware 
spoke  of  these  young  men  as  if  they  were  to 
singled  out  for  distaat  service  in  preference  tot 
otbei  troops,  and  he  was  afraid  such  a  suggest! 
and  a  motion  like  the  present,  might  have  an 
due  effect  out  of  doors.    For  though  he  believed 
there  are  a  great  number  of  young  men  ready 
to  come  forward,   he  believed  the  adoption     " 
this  motion  would  prevent  them  from  doing  so. 
He  rose,  therefore,  to  remind  the  eommittee  that 
the  volunteers  have  no  reason  to  believe  they  will 
ever  be  called  upon  to  go  upon  any  distant  ser- 
vice, except  in  such  oases  as  would  induce  them  to 
it  whether  ihey  were  volunteers  or  not. 

As  to  the  idea  of  these  volunteers  superseding 
the  necessity  of  regular  troops,  he  had  no  such 
opinion.  He  believed  that  neither  volunteers  nor 
loilitia  would  be  a  sufficient  defence  without  ragn- 
lax  lioopa ;  and  as  there  had  .been  no  instance  in 
the  last  war  in  which  the  militia  had  been  seat  to 
Any  great  distance  from  home,  he  thought  it  could 
not  oe  reasonably  expected  that  these  young  men 
would  be  very  soon  sent  from  their  own  homes. 
But  if  this  provision  was  agreed  to,  he  was  afraid 
other  arguments' would  be  made  use  of^  rather  to 
discouru^e  than  favor  these  establishmenti.  In- 
stead or  evincing  any  extraordinary  degree  of 
apirit  and  bravery,  it  would  be  said  their  object 
was  to  stay  at  home ;  they  would  be  called  the 
sUk-stockiog  corps,  the  invalids,  Ax. 

Bat,  it  was  said,  except  this  clause  was  aoreed  to, 
no  volunteers  would  entei  the  service.    He  haa 


not  been  out  of  the  ciiy,  hot  he  bad  the  plea: 
,  every  morning,  from  three  hundred  t' 
hundred  young  men  exercising  themselves  in 
itary  discipline.  He  also  saw  troops  of  horse 
through  their  evolutions.  He  believed  a 
'  spirit  existed  also  in  New  York,  and  other 
large  towns,  and  he  trusted,  therefore,  that  the 
opinion  of  his  friend  from  Delaware  would  pro*« 
□  have  been  unfounded. 

The  question  was  put  and  negatived,  there  being 
inly  19  votes  in  favor  of  it. 

Hr.  Daytok  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  adding 
the  word  ^legions;"  which  was  agreed  to. 

The  commiitee  then  rose,  end  the  House  hav- 
ing agretd  to  the  amendments  reported- 
Mr.  Sbwall  renewed  his  motion,  of  ail  addi- 
tional section,  authorizins  the  President  of  the 
United  States  immediately  to  appoint  such  offi- 
cers as  he  shall  think  necessary  for  the  better  rais- 
ing the  provisional  army,  whenever  he  shall  think 
it  necessary. 
The  question  was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  aa 


folloi 


Txii— John  Anen,  Bailey  ButltU,  Jamts  A.  Bav- 
■rd,  David  Brooks,  Stephen  Bullock,  Christopher  U- 
Ctumplin,  James  Cochran,  Joshua  Coit,  William  Graik, 
Samoel  W.  Dana,  John  Dennis,  William  Edmood, 
Thomas  Evans,  AUel  Foater,  Dwight  Foster,  Jonathan 
Freeman,  Bemy  Olan,  Ghanncey  Ooodrich,  William 
Gordon,  Riga  Gtinvold,  Robert  Ooodloa  Harper,  Hat- 
ekiah  L.  Hoamer,  Jamas  H.  Imlay,  John  Wilkes  Kit- 
lara,  Bamnel  Lvmui,  William  MatAiaws,  Daniel  Hot- 
gan,  HuTJwm  6.  Otis,  Imac  Parkei^  John  Baed,  J<dia 
Rutle^n,  Jr.,  Jbs.  Schnreman,  Samuel  Bewail,  Tbomaa 
Sinoiekson,  Samuel  Sitgreswa,  Nathaniel  Smith,  Geo. 
ThatdMT,  Richard  Thona^  Marit  ThomwHi,  Thomaa 
Tillinghaat.  Jidm  E-  Van  Alen,  and  Pelea  Wadnrarth. 

NAva—AMwrn  Baldwm,  David  Baid,~LennMl  Ben- 
ton, Thomas  Bloont,  Riohard  Bnol,  Drauey  Barge^ 
joha  Chapman,  Thoniaa  Claibani^  Wilttam  CharlMi 
Cola  Claibonie,  John  Clopton,  Thomas  T.  Davis,  Jeta 
DawBon,  Ornxge  Dent,  John  Fowler,  Albert  QaUatm, 
Janes  Gillaaine,  Andrew  Oregg,  John  A.  Hanna,  Gai- 
ter B.  Barriaon,  Jonathan  N.  Havana,  Josafdi  Haiatic, 
Daiid  Holmes,  Walter  Jones,  Matthew  Lacka,  Matttuw 
Lyon,  Nathaniel  MaooD,  Blair  McClenarJian,  Joaaph 
McDowell.  John  MiUedge,  Anthoay  New,  William 
Shepard.  tJamuel  Smi^  William  Smith,  Sichoid 
Bpiigg,  jr.,  Thomas  SnmMi,  Abram  Trigg,  John  Tri^ 
Joseph  B.  Vamum,  and  RolMit  Williama. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  then  renewed  his  motion  for 
striking  out  certain  words,  in  order  t«  confine  the 
loan  M  arms  to  pieces  of  artillery  alone.  His 
opinion  was  that  Hnall  arms  ought  not  to  be  lent 
to  the  volunteers.  He  thought  them  much  bettai 
able  to  purchase  arms  than  the  militia  ;  and  if  it 
was  determined  to  lend  them,  the  probability 
would  be  that  none  would  be  bought. 

Mr.  Bbooks  observed,  the  volunteers  could  not 
purchase  arms  until  they  are  to  be  sold  ;  and  he 
believed  Oovernment  had  arms  which  they  could 
lend,  but  which  they  had  no  authority  to  sell. 

Mr.  Otib  said,  if  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  could  denmnsttate  the  fact,  that  Qoverm- 
ment  has  guns  to  lend  and  not  to  sell,  it  would 
I  hare  some  weight  upon  kis  vole;  ot  if  arau 
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could  be  bought,  he  should  cerlainly  be  ia  laroT 
of  the  moiioa  of  the  gentlemau  from  Maryland, 
BR  be  did  not  tbiok  these  volunteers  ought  to  be 
excused  from  burdens  laid  upon  the  militia. 

Mr.  Brooks  had  □□  doubt  of  the  fact. 

Mr.  SiTOREAvEB  observed  that  a  principle  had 
been  assumed  by  gentlemea  on  all  sides,  which  be 
thought  it  important  to  be  exposed,  and  which 
ought  to  be  atnQdoued.  Qeutlemen  seem  to  think 
there  would  be  do  propriety  in  extending  to  these 
corps  exemptions  which  ace  not  also  given  to  the 
militia.  It  IS  said,  they  are  on  no  beito:  footing 
than  the  militia,  and  that  they  ought,  therefore,  to 
buy  their  own  aFms.  He  beOered  the  true  policy 
of  this  country  lay  on  the  other  side.  While  we 
aie  endeaToring  to  organize  the  youth  am' 


ders 


IS  of  the  country,  in  order  to  be  ready  to  ren- 
e  to  their  country  at  the  first  call,  wiih- 


.  It  regard  to  place,  orlimilation  of  service;  when 
making  this  invitation,  Congress  ouffht  certainly 
to  encourage  it  by  all  the  motives  which  can  be 
given ;  aniT  if  Congress  can,  by  lending  these 
young  men  arms,  induce  them  to  turn  out,  they 
ought  to  do  it ;  or,  if  there  be  any  other  way  of 
attaining  the  end,  it  ought  to  be  taken. 

Oentlemea  speak,  on  this  occasion,  as  if  there 
wete  no  probability  of  having  any  volunteers  other 
than  young  menof  woperly,  suci  as  are  generally 
seen  associating  in  Philadelphia  and  New  York. 
He  hoped  the  same  enthusiasm  which  bad  flred 
the  young  men  of  the  cities,  would  also  reach  the 
young  men  in  the  country,  and  that  we  shonld,  in 
consequence,  have  volunteers  in  agricultural,  as 
well  as  commercial  districts ;  and  in  those  districts 
it  must  be  known,  that  if  public  aid  is  not  given, 
aims  of  uniform  bore  and  size  cannot  be  got. 

These  volunteers^  Mr.  S. said,  onderlake greater 
aerrice  than  the  militia  ;  their  engagements  are  of 
■  auperior  kind,  and,  in  order  to  induce  young  men 
generally  to  enter  into  these  corps,  every  proper 
meouracement  ought  to  be  held  out  to  them. 

Mr.  R.  Williams  said,  it  appeared  to  him  (bet 
geaClemen  very  much    abandoned    the    ground 


consideration,  that  these  youths  would  produce  a 
very  formidable  defence  for  the  United  States, 
without  cost,  until  they  came  into  actual  service. 
These  were  reasons  urged  in  favor  of  ihem,  when 
gentlemen  spoke  of  the  militia  as  being  the  natu- 
nd  and  best  defence  of  the  country  ;  but  now  gen- 
tlemea propose  for  them  one  privilege  after  ano- 
ther. It  was  said,  at  that  time,  that  the  raising  of 
these  corps  would  not  injure  the  militia,  because 
they  would  be  liable  to  do  much  more  duty,  and 
be  at  greater  expenses,  and  that  nothing  but  love 
of  country  could  induce  youns  mea  thuu  to  cume 
forward.  But  now,  and  on  former  occasions,  at- 
tempts have  been  made  to  obtain  regulations  in 
their  fitvor.  They  had  hitherto  been  resisted,  and 
he  trusted  they  would  be  so,  for  if  ever  material 
distinctions  were  made  between  these  corps  and 
the  militia,  thev  would  produce  nothing  but  dis- 
content.  White  the  duty  bears  eqnally  upon  the 
people,  they  will  never  complain— they  will  do 
the  duty  they  are  called  upon  to  perform ;  but. 


What. 


whenever  advantages  are  given  to  one  class  of  cit- 
i  than  to  another,  dissatisfactions  and 
are  the  immediate  consequences. 
re  the  militia  obliged  to  do  1  They  are 
compelled  to  provide  their  own  arms,  and  to  be 
subject  to  the  call  of  Government  upon  any  ser- 
vice upon  which  they  may  think  it  necessary  to 
engase  them.  It  is  true  that  the  volunteers  may 
be  called  into  service  for  a  lunger  period  at  a  time ; 
but  that  was  a  condition  of  their  engagement  with 
which  they  were  acquainted  at  the  time.  Bat 
here  is  a  proposition  to  loan  them  arms ;  and  he 
was  of  opinion  this  circumstance  might  induce 
many  men  to  join  these  corps,  rather  than  the 
militia,  where  tney  would  have  to  purchase  their 
own  arms.  If  Government  hare  not  the  arms  to 
sell  at  present,  as  had  been  suggested,  but  that 
they  might  loan  them,  why  not  put  the  provision 
upon  that  ground,  and  say  the  arms  shall  be  loan- 
ed until  they  can  be  got  for  sale  to  them.  To  such 
a  [wavision  ne  should  not  object.  The  gentleman 
last  up  had  said,  the  volunteers  ought  to  have  a 
preference  given  them,  but  he  thought  not.  He 
supposes  that  the  enthusiasm  which  is  at  present 
so  prevalent  in  the  cities,  will  spread  to  the  cona- 
try.  Mr.  W.  wished  it  might ;  but  if  it  did,  conld 
the  gentlemen  suppose  that  there  are  arms  now  in 
the  public  arsenals  to  lend  to  these  youths  through- 
out the  country  ?  If  not,  these  persons  being  ex- 
cused from  militia  duty,  will  be  excused  from  all 
military  duty  whatsoever.  Besides,  if  the  United 
States  were  to  find  arms  for  all  these  volunteers, 
he  wished  gentlemen  to  recollect  how  serious  a 


He  hoped,  therefore,  the  loan 
would  be  confined  to  field  pieces. 
Mr.  Edhord  observed,  thai  the  gentleman  from 


North  Carolina  last  up  had  said  he  was  opposed 
to  distinctions,  yet  he  has  advocated  an  amend- 
ment which  will  go  to  create  them.  This  mom- 
inv  a  bill  had  been  passed  for  siipplying  the  militia 
With  arms,  and  if  neither  the  Stale  C^vernments 
nor  individuals  will  purchase  them,  they  are  to  be 
loaned  to  the  people.  He  himself  opposed  that 
measure,  because  he  believed  it  would  aiscourage 
persons  from  purchasiitg  arms,  when  they  had  K 
prospect  of  borrowing  inem,  tnough  he  believed 
the  gentleman  from  North  CaroHoa  was  in  favor 
of  iL 

The  volunteers  stand  upon  a  very  diSereot 
ground  from  that  on  which  the  origioal  bill  pro- 
posed to  place  them.  It  was  there  proposed  that 
tfaejr  should  not  go  beyond  the  limits  of  an  ad- 

Sining  State.  And  in  that  case  multitudes  would 
ive  come  forward,  provided  they  should  not  be 
called  to  serve  as  a  standing  army,  whilst  theti 
families  were  left  destitute.  Men  might  then  have 
been  tempted  to  have  left  the  militia,  in  orda-  (o 
have  joined  these  corps ;  but  if  Congress  goes  so 
far  as  to  say  they  will  depend  solely  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  country  upon  the  ardor  and  patriotism 
of  these  young  men,  what  will  these  gentlemen 
say?  Bach  will  say  to  himself,  '-lam  now  exempt 
from  military  duty,  there  is  no  law  to  compel  me 
to  it;  but  if  I  go  into  these  volunteer  corps.  I  must 
equip  and  arm  myself;  I  may  be  marchea  to  the 
__.  parts  of  ibe  Union,  and  not  return  for 
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tiro  years.     If  I  do  d< 


with  my  neighbours."  Wher«,  then,  he  asked, 
Wat  tbe  iaduceineutio become  volunteen7  Tbere 
is  none,  and  it  can  onlf  be  a  pare  leolimeiil  of 
patriotism  which  could  iodaee  young  men  to  en' 
ter  these  corps.  He  hoped,  therefore,  the  law 
would  not  be  trammelled,  hat  that  the  encoura^' 
ment  held  out  by  this  clause  would,  at  least,  be 
agreed  to ;  especially  ai  men  beyond  the  Affe  of 
4S,  who  are  escoaed  from  militia  duty,  might  join 
these  corps. 

Mr.  S.  SHrTH  said,  the  argnmeDts  of  the  gen- 
leman  last  up  go  to  this,  that  there  are  no  arms 
to  be  bought.  His  amendment  said  oo  inch  thing. 
He  wished  the  Tolnateers  to  purchase  ibeir  arms 
at  once.  If  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut 
conid  show,  that  the  GoTcmmeat  could  loan  arms, 
but  could  not  sell  them,  his  arguments  would  hare 
acme  weight. 

With  respect  to  the  bill  passed  this  morning 
it  did  not  originally  contemplate  any  loan  of 
arms;  bat  an  amendment  had  been  introduced 
into  it,  providing  that  in  case  of  any  emergency, 
and  any  of  the  anns  shall  remain  unsold,  they 
shall  be  loaned  to  such  persons  as  may  stand  in 
need  of  them. 

Supposing  that  5,000  stand  of  arms  were  only 
to  be  lent  to  these  volunteers,  it  would  create  a 
draft  on  the  Treasmy  for  980,000,  and  he  thought 
it  would  be  much  better  tOHufier  mdividuals,  who 
wotild  generally  be  very  able  to  do  it,  each  of 
them  to  pay  fourteen  or  sixteen  dollars  for  their 
own. 

Hr.  Dana  supposed,  as  a  military  man,  the  gen- 
tleman from  hUryland,  would  admit  tbepropriety 
of  retaining  a  considerable  quantity  oi  arms  in 
the  arsenals  of  the  United  States.  Would  it  not, 
then,  be  folly  and  madness  lo  sell  all  the  arms  out 
of  the  arteaals  of  the  United  States?  Ought  we 
not  to  have  suSeient  for  an  army,  in  case  of  in- 
vasion? Admitting  we  have  only  this  quantity  at 
presentj  if  we  loan  them,  and  take  receipts  for 
them  from  confidential  officers,  they  might  be  at 
any  time  returned  in  better  condition,  probably, 
than  they  were  tent,  «o  that  no  expense  would  be 
incurred.  And  these  arms  cannot  be  purchased 
of  a  proper  calibre  any  where  else. 

And  what  was  the  amount,  Mr.  D.  asked,  of 
the  elegant  harangi^  of  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina,  on  the  odiousness  of  distinotions.  Does 
he  mean  to  say  there  ought  to  be  no  distinctions 
in  the  community?  When  men  are  distinguished 

r'leir  burdens,  ought  they  not  to  be  distinguished 
by  iheir  privileges  ? 
The  ypas  and  nays  were  called  and  taken.  The 
qnesiion  on  the  amendment  was  negatived — 46  to 
3S,  as  follows : 

Tiu — John  Allen,  Abnhun  Baldwin,  Daiid  Bud, 
Lcmnal  Bentm,  Thomas  Blount,  Donse;  Butgea, 
TboBMs  CIsiboriia,  Williun  UhariM  Cide  Clsibonia, 
toha  Clapton,  Jolut  Diwnn,  John  Fowler.  AlbeR 
Oallatia,  Junes  OiUei^  Andrew  Qtegg,  John  A. 
B^UM,  Carter  B.  Hanson,  Jonathan  N.  Havens 
Jaaqih  HeUlv,  Daiid  Holtnes,  Wattv  loot*,  Matthew 
iMkt,  HatthMT  I^an,  Nathaniel  Uaeon,  Blaii  He- 
5tfa  Coir.— 68 


Clenachsn,  Joseph  McDowell,  John  MUledge,  Anthonj 
New,  Hamoel  Bmith,  Richird  Sprigg,  jr.,  Ricfaaid 
Stanford,  Thomts  Sumter,  Ahram  Trigg,  John  Trig^ 
Joaei^i  B.  Vamum,  and  Robert  Williaios. 

Nais— Biilej   BsTttett,   James  A.    Bayard,   David 
Brooks,   Ste[dian    Bullock,  ChrutDphei  O.  Champlio, 


Dennis,  George  Dent,  WilliimEdai<Hid,Tbiim>sEvBn% 
Abie]  Foster,  Dwighl  Foster,  JanBthsn  Freeman,  Homy 
Glen,  Channeqr  Goodrich,  William  Gordon,  Rogw 
Griswold,  Robrat  Goodloe  Harper,  William  Hindmaa, 
Hraekiah  L.  Hoooer,  James  H.  Imlay,  John  Wilfcea 
Kitler*,  Samnel  Ljwan,  William  Matthvws,  Daniel 
Morgan,  luac  Paiker,  John  Reed,  John  Rutledgc^  jr., 
James  Schuieman,  Samael  SewiU,  Witham  Bhejard, 
Thomas  Binotckson,  Samuel  Silgreavea^  Nalbanid 
ijmith,  William  Bmith,  George  Thatclur,  Richaid 
Thomas,  Mark  nomMni,  Thomas  TUUn^iaa^  J(dm  E. 
Tin  Alen,  and  Peleg  Wadswonh. 
The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  read  a  third 


Saturuay,  June  16. 
PROVIBIONAL  ARKT. 

The  bill  supplementary  to, and  toamend  the  act 
authorizitig  the  Preaidenl  of  the  United  Stales  to 
raise  a  provisional  army,  was  read  the  third  lim^ 
and  passed— 42  to  30,  as  follows : 

Yita — John  Allen,  Bailej  Baitlett,  Jamee  A.  Bayaid, 
David  Brooks,  Stephen  Bullock,  Christopher  G.  Champ- 
lin,  John  Chapman,  James  Co<^ran,  Joshua  Coit,  Wil- 
liam Craik,  ^muel  W.  Dana,  George  Dent,  William 
Edmond,  Abiel  Foster,  Dwight  Foster,  Jonathan  Free- 
man, Heoiy  Glen,  Chaunce;  Goodricb,  William  Gor- 
don, Roger  Gniwold,  Robert  Goodloe  Harper,  William 
Hindman,  Hezekiah  L.  Uoemer,  Jamea  H.  Imln, 
John  Wilkes  Kittoia,  Saoiael  Lyman,  HarriwHi  6. 
Otk,  Isaac  Pvker,  John  Reed,  John  Rntledg«,  ji, 
James  Bchnnman,  Samuel  Bewail,  William  Bhepud, 
Samuel  Sitgrsavea,  Nathaniel  Smith,  Samoel  SmUh, 
Richard  Sprigg,  jr.,  Oeorge  Thatcher,  KaA  Thomson, 
Thomas  Til^nghu^  John  E.  Van  Alen,  and  Pelet 
Wadsworth. 

NtT* — Abraham  Baldwin,  Lemuel  Benton,  Thomas 
Blount,  DemMy  Burgea,  Thomai  Claiborne,  William 
Charlee  Cole  Claiborne,  John  Clopton,  John  Daweon, 
John  Fowler,  Albert  Gallatin,  Andrew  Giegg,  John 
A.  Hanna,  Carter  B.  Barneon,  Jonathan  N.  Havens, 
JoHph  Heiiter,  David  Holmes,  Walter  Jones,  Matthew 
Locke,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Blair  McCtenacluui,  Joeefli 
McDowell.  John  Milledge,  Anthony  New,  William 
Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  Thamss  Sumter,  Abrsm 
Trigg,  John  Trigg,  Joseph  B.  Vamnm,  and  Hobert 
Williams. 

SEDITIOUS  PRACTICES. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sewall,  the  House  went 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the 
prevention  and  restraint  of  dangerous  and  sedi- 
lions  persons ;  when 

Mr.  Gallatin  rose  and  said,  he  did  not  mean, 
in  objeciins  to  the  first  section  of  this  bill,  to  take 
into  cotisi deration  the  propriety  or  expediency  of 
adopting  the  measures  pmposed,  or  the  maniwr 
,  in  which  it  is  jwopoaed  to  cairy  theae  meaum 
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imo  effect.  He  rose  merely  al  t>ie«eD(  to  state  ibe 
Constitutiooal  objections  whicb  be  conceired  to 
lie  against  this  seciioD.  The  first  section 
rides,  "thit  anr  alien  resident,  or  who  ;. 
come  to  reside  within  the  United  States,  who  hath, 
or  shall  have  been  convicted  of  any  felony,  or 
other  iofamouB  crime,  or  who  shall  be  notoriously 
«  fugitive  from  justice,  upon  any  charge  of  trea- 
aonaole  or  seditious  practices,  in  any  foreign  State 
or  eountry.orwhosecoDtiiiuaneewilhin  the  United 
States  shall  be,  in  the  opinion  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  injurious  to  the  public  peace 
and  safety,  may  be  deemed  and  adjudged  a  dan- 
gerous person,  and  may  be  required  to  depart  and 
may  be  apprehended  and  removed  therefrom,'' 

We  hare,  said  he,  anothrt  bill  on  the  table 
ia  relation  to  alien  enemies;  tbia  bill,  therefore, 
must  be  considered  as  applying  to  alien  friends  ; 
and  whatever  power  Congress  may  have  in  rela- 
tiott  to  alien  enemies,  as  derived  from  its  power 
over  war  and  peace,  that  is  not  connected  with 
It  of  alien  friends ;  and  the  qi 


the  sobji 

which  he  meant  to  make 

the  Oovernment  of  the  United  States 

with  any  power  to  order  alien  friends  to  depart 

from  this  country. 

The  three  grounds  taken  by  this  bill,  upon  each 
of  which  aliens  may  be  sent  out  of  toe  country, 
are,  firsl^  aliens  who  may  hare  been  conricted  of 
felonies  m  their  own  country;  2dly,  aliens  who 
have  been  charged  with  seditious  practices  in  an- 
other ;  and,  3dly,  aliens  whose  cootinuance  in  the 
United  States  may  he  dangerous  to  the  peace  and 
public  safety  of  the  country.  The  last  is  a  kind  of 
sweepius  provision  which  includes  the  other  two. 

Mr.  O.  said,  it  must  be  agreed  by  all  that  every 
nation  had  a  right  to  ^rmit  or  exclude  alien 
friends  from  entering  within  the  bounds  of  their 
«>ciety.  This  is  a  right  inherent  in  every  inde- 
[lendeDt  nation  ;  but  thai  power  is  vested,  accord- 
ing to  the  Constitutions  of  different  countries,  in 
I  one  or  other  branch  qf  the  Oovernment.  In  this 
country,  he  contended,  that  the  power  to  admit,  or 
to  ezclnde  alien  friends,  does  solely  belong  to  each 
\  individual  State,  and  that  the  General  Oovern- 

ment has  no  power  over  them,  and,  therefore,  that 
all  the  prorisions  in  this  bill  are  are  perfectly  un- 
constitutional. 

By  the  I2lh  article  of  the  amendments  to  the 
Constitution  (which  are  now  a  part  of  the  Con- 
stitution) it  is  provided,  "That  the  powers,  not 
delegated  to  the  United  Sutes,  by  the  Constiiutidn, 
aoi  prohibited  by  it  to  the  States,  are  reserved  to 
.the  States  respectively,  or  to  the  people."  And  no 
power  is  given  by  the  Constitution  to  Congress 
to  banish  or  remove  alien  friends,  nor  is  there  any 
sower  there  prohibiting  the  States  from  regulat- 
mg  or  restTaining  the  residence  of  alien  friends, 
airi  therefore  be  concluded  the  power  remained 
with  them.  If  there  is  anf  clause  in  the  Constitu- 
tion which  prohibits  individual  Slates  from  exer- 
eisiBglhis  power,  or  which  gives  it  to  the  General 
Qovemmeut,  he  should  be  glad  to  have  it  pointed 
out,  but  BO  long  as  it  is  not  shown,  he  should  insist 
Bpon  its  being  one  of  those  powers  which  still  re- 
ouiiu  with  toe  State  GoTernmcDla.    It  it  a  fact 


well  ascertained,  that  in  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  certain  specific  powers  are  given 
to  the  General  Government,  and  all  the  other 
powers  are  reserved  to  the  State  Governmental 
and  the  amendment  to  the  Constitution  above  cited 
was  positively  introduced  to  prevent  the  General 
Government  from  assuming  powers  which  were 
never  intended  to  be  ziven  to  it.  Tbe  power  of 
regulating  alien  friends,  in  every  possible  case,  he 
believed,  was  understood  to  he  reserved  to  the 
States  at  the  time  the  Constitution  was  adopted. 

Mr.  G.  said,  be  would  notice  one  of  the  strongest 
cases,  viz:  alien  felons.  If  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  could  be  supposed  to  have  powa  to 
prevent  the  admission  of  aliens  of  any  descripiioii. 
It  must  be  those  of  this  odious  caste,  but  even  this 
power  was  never  supposed  to  exist  in  the  United 
Slates.  Under  the  old  Articles  of  Confederation 
(and  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  makes 
utf  change  in  this  respect)  this  power  over  aliois 
was  never  claimed  or  exercised.  Co  the  contrary, 
be  found  on  the  16th  September,  1788,  when  the 
Constitution  had  be«i  adopted  by  at  least  nine  of 
the  States,  and  when,  of  course,  it  was  soon  to 
come  into  operation.  Congress,  passed  a  resolve 
recommending  it  to  the  several  Biatei  to  taketnea- 
sures  to  prevent  the  introduction  of  transported 
malefactors  into  this  country  from  foreign  na- 
tions. If  Congress  had  sapposed  they  possessed 
the  power  of  making  the  regulations  which  they 
recommended  to  the  States  to  make.it  is  clear 
they  would  have  made  tbem,  and  not  have  called 
upon  the  States  to  meke  them. 

According  to  the  recommendation  of  the  i^ 
Congress,  wnich  hehad  just  mentioned,  the  States 
passed  laws  on  the  subject.  He  found  that  since 
the  adoption  of  the  present  Constitution,  and  while 
the  first  Congress  were  in  session,  a  law  was  pasi- 
ed  by  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  founded  upon 
that  resolve,  forbidding  under  severe  penalties  the 
introduction  of  and  providing  for  the  removal  of 
convict  felons.  So  that  it  is  clear  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania  has  acted  upon  this  power  since  the 
adoption  of  the  present  Constitution ;  and  that  one 
of  toe  objects  of  tbe  present  section  ia  actually  al- 
ready provided  for  by  the  laws  of  the  State. 

Again,  there  are  other  clauses  of  the  Constito- 
tion  which  have  relation  to  tbis  subject.  One  im- 
mediately, and  the  other  more  remotely.  The  lat- 
ter are  the  clauses  which  say,  "  Tbe  privilege  of  -^ 
the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  shall  not  be  suspended, 
imtess  when,  in  cases  of  rebellion  or  invasion,  the 
public  safety  may  require  it."  And  "no  person 
shall  bedeprivedof  life,  liberty,  or  properly,  with- 
out due  process  of  law."  There  can  be  no  dovbt 
that  if  tbis  bill  passes  into  a  law,  it  will  amount  to 
a  suspension  of  the  habeas  cotpus  -,  and  to  a  vio- 
lation of  tbe  last  clause.  This  last  clause  speaks 
of  peisons,  not  of  citizens ;  so  far  at  relates  to  per- 
sonal liberty,  the  Constitution  and  common  law 
include  aliens  at  well  as  citizens ;  andif  Congress 
have  the  power  to  take  it  from  one,Thev  may  also 
take  itirom  tbe  other.  Hesaid  he  did  not,  how- 
ever, lav  so  much  sttest  on  those  clauses  as  u^oa 
some  otners  of  the  Constitution. 

The  next  clause  to  wkich  he  ahould  nefer,  wu 
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the  one  immediately  preceding  the  one  he  had 
just  quoted.    Iiis  in  iheae  wonb:  ^ 

"The  emigiatioii   oi  impori«tkni   or  such  .penoni 

•1   maj  of  the  StitM  now  eiiitiitg  itaXl  Ihiok  pii>- 

p«i  to  admit,  dull  not  b«  prohibiled  by  CongreM,  prior 

to  (he  you  1608 ;  bnt  a  t«i  or  duty  may  be  impoMd  on 

^  Mchunportatioti,DoteioeedinBl«idoIlanlbreuihpei- 

Here  ia  a  poMtire  clauae  which  says  that  the 
mtgiatiOD  of  p«nona  shall  not  be  prohibited.  For 
it  will  beBoticed  the  word  «v^n)<ton,  which  must 
relate  to  free  emigrants,  is  used,  as  well  as  the 
word  importation,  which  relates  eiclusivel;  to 
slftves.  This  provision  would  be  defeated  by  this 
law,  as  it  would  give  the  President  the  power  to 
re  more  any  aliens  who  might  thus  migrate,  al- 
though  the  Slates  had  thought  proper  to  admit 

Seeing,  therefore,  that  this  power  is  not  only 
AOt  given  to  the  United  States,  but  expressly  pro- 
hibited, and  that  this  bill  must  consequently  be 
ttneoDstitntional  in  every  point  of  view,  and  hav- 
ing made  these  remarks  in  order  to  draw  from  the 
HipportetB  of  this  bill  the  reasons  upon  which  it 
i*  founded,  he  should  move  to  strike  out  the  first 

Mr.  Sbwall  woold  not  pretend  to  say  that  this 
queitioD  is  clear  (torn  every  kind  of  doubt,  but  he 
believed  a  candid  exsmination  of  the  subject, 
would  convince  all  reasonable  men  that  Congress 
has,  and  ought  to  have  this  power,  and  farther, 
thu  this  is  the  time  that  it  onght  to  make  use  of  it. 
-  The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  advacces 
three  arguments-Jiy  which  he  attempts  to  prove 
■thai  the  power  of  making  thepTopoeedr^ulationE 
with  reject  to  aliens  does  not  exist  in  Congress. 
Mr.  8.  here  enumerated  the  three  different  argu- 
nents.and  nve  his  reasons  why  he  supposed  Con- 
grass  had  the  power  of  making  the  proposed  re- 
gulation. And  the  first  thing  he  referred  to  was 
the  general  nature  of  the  Constitution  itself,  which 
he  drew  ft(»n  the  preamble,  in  the  following  words: 
"  We,  the  people  of  the  United  States,  In  order  to 
form  a  more  perfect  union,  establish  justice,inBUte 
domestic  tranqaiUiiy,  provide  for  the  common  de- 
fence, promote  the  general  welfare,  and  secure  the 
Uaaatngs  of  liberty  to  ourselves  and  our  posterity, 
do  ordain,"  &c.  The  Consiituiion,  therefore,  he 
said,  in  the  outset,  establishes  the  sovereignty  of 
the  United  Slates,  and  that  sovereignty  must  re- 
•ide  ia  the  QovernmeDt  of  the  United  SMtes.  In- 
deed, if  we  attend  to  the  power  given  to  the  Oen- 
«ral  Qoremment  lo  regnlate  commerce  with  for- 
ctgn  nations,  it  is  an  evidence  of  its  sovereignty ; 
and,  beiiw  once  admitted,  it  may  be  proved  in  a 
Tuiety  <»  details.  Ur.  8.  said,  he  should  therefore 
MXM  on  thegronad  of  the  sovereignty  of  the  nation 
beug  in  the  Qeneral  Oovemment,  as  it  respects  its 
tnlercoarte  with  tot^i^a  nations.  To  prove  this, 
it  might  seem  to  be  sufficient  to  refer  to  the  man- 
neir  in  which  our  foreign  political  intercoDrse  is 
oarried  on ;  yet  he  believed  it  would  be  difficult 
to  find  an  express  declaration  in  the  Constitution 
that  this  power  is  in  the  Oeneral  Oovernment. 
Thwn  was,  indeed,  something  to  be  gatkettd  by 
implication  from  iIm  power  oT ■—^--  <■---■— 


«  power  oT  appoii£ii{  foreifB 


Ministers;  but  this  does  not  determine  that  the 
intercourse  shall  be  altogether  maintained  bv  a 
sovereignty  placed  in  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  yet  Congress  had  always  found  themselves 
bound  to  make  those  regulatiooG. 

It  being  admitted  that  Congress  has  the  power 
to  regulate  commerce  with  foreign  nations,  and 
foreigners  who  come  here  generally  coming  for 
commercial  purposes,  Coitgreis  has  of  course  pow- 
er to  make  regulations  with  respect  to  them,  unless 
this  power  can  be  supposed  to  be  taken  away  by 
the  first  article  of  the  9th  section,  which  he  could 
not  believe. 

Mr.  8.  read  the  article  just  mentioned,  which,  as 
it  gave  a  power  to  impose  a  tax  upon  migration 
of  emigrants,  was  a  commercial  regulation,  and 
therefore  came  within  the  powers  of  Congress  lo 


Besides,  the  article  itself,  just  quoted,  implies  that 
the  Congress  has  the  power  to  regulate  this  busi- 
ness respecting  aliens,  or  why  does  the  clause  sus-  -  ■) 
peiid  the  power  till  1808 1  Those  who  formed  this 
article  of  the  Coo stitu lion,  must  believe  that  Con- 
gress had  some  power  over  aliens,  orwhy  did  tbey 
prohibit  the  exercise  of  it  1  and  if  they  had  it^ihey 
must  have  derived  it  from  the  Constitution.  Tak- 
ing all  these  circumstances  together,  be  must  be- 
lieve that  Congress  has  the  power  of  regulating 
this  business. 

As  to  the  question  respecting  the  writ  of  habeas 
corpus,  the  remarks  on  this  point  go  to  the  detail 
of  the  oill ;  and  arenot  applicable  to  the  first  sec- 
tion ;  but  this  regulation  would  by  no  means  sus-  ', 
pend  the  habeas  corpus.  To  suspend  the  habeas 
corpus,  is  to  commit  a  person  to  prison  without 
law.;  but  this  bill  does  not  propose  any  such  thing. 
He  look  it,  Congress  has  a  right  to  describe  cer- 
tain crimes,  or  circumstances,  which  lead  to  the 
suspicion  of  crimes,  in  which  case  a  commitment 
ought  to  take  place ;  and  Government  has  a  right 
to  suspend  the  liberty  of  persons  in  cases  where  ' 
they  suppose  there  would  he  danger  in  their  being 
at  large ;  but  the  persons  thus  imprisoned  would 
also  have  the  power  of  demanding  a  trial. 

As  to  the  first  article  of  the  9th  section,  it  ia 
clear  from  this  article,  that  Caogress  has  a  right  lo 
lay  a  tax  upon  the  migration  of  any  foreigners 
which  the  State  shall  determine  to  admit,  which  ! 

is  certainly  a  power  of  restricting  their  admission. 
Bot,  if  he  understood  the  section  rightly,il  Buppoaee 
that  Congress  have  a  right,  from  their  power  to 
provide  for  the  general  welfare  and  internal  tran-  I 

quillity,  to  lake  cognisance  of  everything  which  I 

relates  to  aliens;  andif  the  residence  of  an^  aliens 
in  this  country  would  be  likely,  in  their  opinion,  to 
endanger  the  pablic  peace  ana  tranquillity,  Con- 
gress have  a  right  to  take  such  measures  respect- 
ing [hem  as  they  shall  think  fit. 

If  Congress  were  to  say,  that  no  alien  shall  be 
admitted  into  this  countrr,  they  would  only  exer» 
cise  that  power  which  exists  in  every  country ;  hat, 
this  the  Consiitution  has  forbidden  Congress  from 
doing  lill  the  year  1806.  It  is  clear,  therefore,  they 
may  then  do  it,  and  in  the  meantime  impiose  ■ 
tax  of  ten  dollars  on  their  migration.  And  itii 
cettunly  ri^t  that  Congress  should  bare  dui 
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power  J  for,  if  iny  JndiTJdual  Slate  choose  to  ad- 
init  felonfi,  or  notorious  fugitives  from  justice  ou 
charse  of  treasooable  or  seditions  practices,  ii 
would  be  in  vain  for  those  other  States  to  make 
legulationa  oa  the  subject. 

It  became  matter  lor  consideratioD,  then,  how 
far  the  mere  right  of  admission  goes.  Because  the 
tbdiTidiul  Slates  have  h  right  to  admit  aliens,  it 
.  did  not.  he  conceived,  follow  that  Congress  can- 
:  not  make  regulatioDSTespecticg  their  continuance 
I  here.  Congress,  in  right  of  ita  sovereign  power  to 
preserve  peace  and  tranquillity,  might  oiaei  such 
aliens  to  depart  from  any  of  the  States,  as  they 
shall  conceive  to  be  dangerous,  and  the  present 
law  goes  to  consider  persons  of  a  certain  desciip- 
tion  as  dan^rousto  the  peace  of  the  United  Statei 

By  what  power,  Mr.  S.  wked,  could  Congress 
weaa  away  alien  enemies  fand  no  one  doubted 
this  power)  if  the  States  nave  full  power  over 
aliens  t  If  we  have  power  in  one  case,  it  struck 
him,  we  have  it  in  the  other,  since  in  both  their  re- 
moval is  Decexitary  for  the  public  mietr;  for  trans- 
ported felons,  and  persons  notoriously  seditious, 
aie  full  as  likely  to  become  dangerous  to  the  coun- 
try as  alien  enemies.  He  believed  the  sovereign 
power  of  every  country  had  exercised  a  right 
•imilar  to  this.  He  therefore  hoped  the  power 
would  not  be  objected  to  here;  but,  that  it  would 
be  allowed  that  Congress  had  the  power  to  anthor- 
ize  the  President  to  take  whatever  measures  are 
necessary  with  respect  to  aliens,  which  are  not 
inhuman  and  improper  in  themselves. 

Mr.  Oria  said,  that  the  objections  made  against 
this  bill  are  not  sucbaa  he  had  anticipated.  He  ex- 
pected to  have  heard  the  most  elaborate  harangues 
in  favor  of  the  liberty  of  the  press,  and  on  the 
right  which  ought  to  be  alloweti  to  censure  men 
ftnd  measures,  and  such  popular  topics ;  but  he 
did  not  foresee  any  objection  arising  from  the 
CoDstitntion. 

He  did  not  thick  it  required  much  time  or  abil- 
ity, however,  to  answer  the  objections  produced 
on  this  occasiou  by  the  genitemaa  from  PennsrI- 
Tania.  If  Coogrest  have  not  the  power  of  resiram- 
ing  seditious  persons,  it  is  extremely  clear  they 
have  not  the  power  which  the  Constitution  says 
they  have,  of  providing  for  the  common  defence 
and  general  welfare  of  the  Union. 

It  has  been  said.  Congress  was  restricted  from 
the  use  of  this  power  by  the  9lh  seclion  of  the  first 
article  of  the  Coostiiution,  which  provides  that 
the  migration  or  importation  of  such  persons  as 
the  Slates  should  think  proper  to  admit  should 
not  be  prohibited  prior  to  1808.  If  this  clause  in 
its  most  rigid  construction  amounted  to  a  p^ohibi- 
tioD  to  the  National  Government  with  respect  to 
the  banishment  of  aliens,  in  all  cases  where  the 


hadpasssedlawsdeclaringit  tobe  their  intention 
admit  fugitives  from  justice  and  seditious  persons 
into  their  territory.    It  is  true,  that  some  of  the 
States  noay  have  tolerated  the  admission  of  such 
persons  by  forbearing  to  enact  laws  against  them ; 


hut  their  silence  on  this  subject  can  never  be  coa- 
iidered  as  evidence  of  their  assent  to  the  emign- 
tion  of  such  characters. 

The  article  of  the  CoBstiintion  alluded  to,  aa  h* 
understood  it.  had  an  evident  reference  to  a  speeiea 
of  foreigners  held  as  property  in  some  of  the  States 
whose  importation  is  sanctioned  by  ihedr  lawa. 
He  meant  slaves.  The  object  was  to  prevent  any 
interference  of  the  General  Government  with  the 
State  Gorernmeuls  in  the  admission  of  these  per- 
sons before  the  year  J808.  This  construction  8p> 
pears  very  material^  because  in  all  those  States 
where  this  property  is  held  they  bare  their  own 
laws  for  regulating  their  admistion  and  importa- 
tion, but  in  no  State  did  laws  exist  regulating  tlw 
migration  of  any  other  aliens. 

But  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  says,  that 
after  the  Constitution  had  been  adopted  by  nine  (f 
the  States,  the  old  Congress  recommended  to  the 
several  States  to  take  measures  against  the  intro- 
duction of  malefactors  from  foreign  countries,  and 
from  hence  be  infem  that  this  right  did  not  belong 
to  the  old  Congress,  and  in  their  estimation  was 
not  delegated  to  the  Federal  Government  The 
fact  is,  that  although  the  Constitution  was  adopted, 
yet  as  the  Legislature  had  not  then  met,  it  was  not 
in  operation,  and  the  old  Congress,  perceiving  dan- 
gers arising  from  ibis  source,  might  as  well  re- 
commend to  the  States  to  provide  against  them, 
as  against  any  other  dangers.  Suppose,  before  the 
Congress  had  met,  mone^  had  been  waating,  and 
the  Slates  had  been  applied  to  for  it,  would  it  af- 
terwards have  been  said  that  iherequisitionof  the 
old  Congress  after  the  Constitution  had  been  rati- 
fied was  evidence  of  their  opinion,  that  the  Legiala> 
ture  of  the  Union,  under  the  new  Government,  had 
no  authority  to  raise  money  1  He  presumed  that  it 
WBs  foreseen  by  the  old  Congress  that  the  alles- 
tion  of  the  Legislatare  under  the  new  Govern- 
ment would  of  necessity  be  occupied  upon  anb- 
jects  of  a  more  momentotis  nature  for  some  time, 
and  the  recommendation  was  wise  in  itself,  and 
by  no  means  conclusive  against  the  anlhoriif 
□ow  claimed  by  this  bill. 

But  it  was  said,  that  to  pass  this  bill  would  be 
to  suspend  the  habeas  corpus.  He  denied  thi*. 
Every  alien  resident,  when  apprehended,  would 
be  at  liberty  to  apply  to  a  Judge  for  a  writ  of  ha- 
beas corpus.  The  return  of  the  warrant  wontd 
ihow  that  he  had  been  legally  apprehended  M 
1  person  dangerous  to  the  peace  of  the  United 
Stales  and  under  their  anthority,  and  he  would 
be,  of  course,  recommitted.  But  it  appeared  to 
him  an  absurd  supposition,  that  Congress  has  not 
the  power  to  restrain  and  to  banish  persons  who 
may  hare  been  sent  into  this  country  for  the  very 
purpose  of  spreading  sedition  and  or  dividing  the 
people,  whose  intrigues  and  malpraelices  threaten  | 

the  welfare  and  the  very  exisieiice  of  the  Ooverti- 
ment  If  the  Constitution  prevented  Congret* 
from  exercising  these  powers,  would  such  a  Con- 
stitution be  worth  a  farihiRsf  It  certainly  would 
not;  sincethe  power  of  semflng  off  tbisdeacriptian 
of  persons  is  essential,  not  only  to  the  promotiMi 
of  the  public  welfare,  by  preserving  peaee,  Vox  to 
the  efficient  prosecution  of  a  war.  I 
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But  he  wished  to  know  why  the  leclion  of  the 
CoDstilQUon  aJluileil  to,  Bccortting  to  the  coQslnic- 
tiODof  geotlemeD,  migni  not  as  well  restraiD  Con- 
gress from  taking  ineasurea  againut  the  niigralioD 
of  a  French  army,  as  agaiQat  the  landing  or  other 
mlieos;  for  he  saw  no  power  given  to  Congress 
bf  the  CoDstitution  to  prevent  the  migtalion  of  a 
foreign  army  into  this  country.  Yet,  though  there 
is  no  express  authority  to  thU  effect,  ii  U  one  of 
those  Ihinga  which  is  too  eTident  to  be  doubted ; 
And  an  army  of  soldiers  would  not  be  so  danger- 
ous to  the  country,  as  an  army  of  spies  and  iacen' 
diaries  scattered  through  the  Continent. 

He  thought  the  whole  question  resolved  itself 
[iDto  this  inquiry :  has  Congress  the  power  to  pro- 
iyide  for  the  common  defence  and  welfare  of  the 
country  ?  And,  if  ao,  do  we  deem  it  essential  lo 
this  end,  that  the  proposed  power  should  be  given 
,  to  the  President,  or  lo  some  other  Department  of 
iOoTemmentl  He  ihouffhi  it  wasj  and  if  there 
be  anything  in  the  letter  of  the  Constitution  which 
would  appear  to  bear  a  difierent  construction, 
ivhich  he  denied,  it  ouchi  to  be  reconciled  to  other 
clauses  and  powers  which  impose  the  sacred  and 
superior  duty  of  providing  for  the  safety  of  the 
country,  and  without  which  all  our  efforts  against 
our  enemy  will  prove  vain  and  futile.    In  this 

I  case  there  was  not  a  shadow  of  difficulty.  Aliens 
may  come  hither  under  the  laws  of  tbe  States, 
and  when  they  become  dangerous  they  may  be 
expelled  by  the  laws  of  the  tfuion. 

It  remained  for  gentlemen  to  consider  whether 
we  have  any  danger  to  apprehend  from  this  source, 
or  not.  Whether  the  French  might  not  employ 
other  persons  than  their  own  citizens  to  carry  on 
tbeir  nefarious  purposes  in  this  country  1  In  his 
bumble  opinion,  there  is  greater  danger  from  this 
source  than  frooj  any  other.  He  believed  it  bad 
been  owing  to  this  cause  that  all  the  Republics  in 
Europe  have  been  laid  prostrate  in  the  dust ;  it  is 
diis  system  which  has  enabled  the  French  to  over- 
leap all  natural  and  artificial  obstructions ;  to  sub- 
Jugate  Holland  and  Italy,  to  destroy  the  Helvetic 
Confederacy,  and  force  a.  passage  through  rocks 
and  mountains,  which  have  been  for  ages  sacred 
to  the  defence  of  liberty  ;  it  is  this  system  which 
has  watered  ibe  lomb  of  William  Tell  with  the 
blood  of  widows  fighting  over  their  slaughtered 
husbands,  and  with  the  tears  of  orphans  who  sur- 
Tive  to  swell  the  procession  of  the  victors. 

Mr.  O.,  notwiil^taading,  believed  that  there  are 
aliens  in  this  country  who  would  never  be  aSecl- 
ed  by  this  law,  and  that  there  were  amon^  us  even 
natives  of  France,  whose  merit  and  misfortunes 
gave  a  claim  to  protection,  and  who  would  prove 
good  eitizeos  ;  and  be  was  willing  to  make  the 
most  ample  prorisioo  for  the  security  of  the  pro- 

Eriy  of  bain  alien  enemies  and  alien  friends. 
It  while  he  respected  the  rights  of  the  individu- 
al, and  disdained  to  retaliate  upon  private  prop- 
erty, he  could  not,  wiib  the  dreadful  examples  of 
other  countries  before  his  eyed,  omit  the  most  ne- 
cessary precautions  against  the  most  instant  dan- 
ger. In  the  late  situation  of  those  countries  and 
of  his  own  country,  he  could  trace  some  painful 
«Dalogiea.    If  we  knew  ourselves  to  be  a  chosen 


people,  if  the  age  of  miracles  should  return,  and 
Omaiiioieoce  should  speak  to  us  by  the  mouths  of 
his  holy  prophets,  neither  miracUs  or  prophecy 
would  strike  home  to  his  miadadeepercouvicliqii 
than  he  now  felt,  that  in  the  fate  of  (be  European 
Republics  we  might  read  our  own,  unless  a^l  the 
prudence  and  energies  of  out  country  were  sum- 
moned to  avert  it.  Tbey  boasted  of  their  patriot- 
ism and  courage,  they  talked  loudly  of  defence, 
and  of  resisting  the  invader ;  of  thp.ir  attachment 
to  their  Government,  and  of  tbeir  preference  of 
death  to  submission.  Yet,  when  the  hour  of  trial 
arrived,  it  appeared  ihat  secret  corruption  and  for- 
eign influence  had  completed  their  work;  upoa 
the  slightest  shock,  those  Republics  crumbled  mto 
fragments,  and  the  ^ood  and  the  honest  citizens 
were  left  to  stare,  with  stupid  wonder,  at  the  ease 
with  which  foreign  agents  and  domestic  traitors 
vaulted  into  place  and  power.  It  is  needless  to 
fatigue  the  committee  With  these  recitals — not  to 
see  their  application  is  to  be  blinded  with  a  flood 
of  light — not  to  believe  in  their  moral  was  gross 
and  fatal  iafidelitv.  He  hop^  the  objection  would 
be  renounced,  ana  that  the  bill  would  pass. 

Mr.  R.  WiLLitHs  said  that,  although  there 
might,  in  his  opinion,  be  many  objections  against 
the  passing  of  a  bill  of  this  kmd,  and  though  he 
believed  it  would  be  consistent  with  the  rules  of 
the  House  to  show  that  impolicy,  to  induce  the 
committee  to  strike  out  the  first  section,  he  should 
confine  himself  to  the  Consiiiuiional  question. 

If  the  principle  which  the  gentlemen  from  Ma»-*' 
sachuseits  have  drawn  from  the  preamble  of  ihe  \ 


correct,  it  appeared    ' 
to  him  unnecessary  to  have  any  other  provision 
in  the  Constitution  besides  the  preamble,  as  it  may 
be  inferred  from  that,  that  Congress  has  all  pow- 
er whatever.    If  such  a  construcliou  be  allowed, 
what  becomes  of  the  powos  of  the  State  Govern-    , 
ments  7  This  preamble  of  the  Coitstitution  would  / 
swallow  up  the  whole.  ^ 

Mr.  W.  conceived  gentlemen  eried  in  the  veiT 
commencement  of  theii  arguments,  in  not  consid- 
ering how  the  Qenenral  Government  bad  grown 
out  of  the  State  Governments  and  from  the  peo- 
ple ;  for  it  is  clear,  if  they  had  thus  considered  the 
matter,  they  must  have  seen  that  this  Govern- 
ment can  have  no  other  power  than  what  is  given 
to  it  from  the  State  Governments  and  by  the  peo- 
ple in  the  Constitution. 

Mr.  W.  would  agree  that,  if  the  General  Qov- 
ernment  were  to  be  considered  as  possessing  all 
power,  and  the  State  Govetomenia  aod  people  as 
possessing  none,  then  the  arguments  of  gentlemen 
would  apply  ;  but,  he  believed,  this  was  a  ground 
that  no  gentleman  could  maintain.  It  must  be 
acknowledged  that  the  Stale  Go  vernmeota  retain 
to  themselves  certain  powers,  aod  that  the  people 
also  retain  certain  other  powers,  which  they  - 
have  neither  delegated  to  the  Slate  nor  Qea- 
eral  Government ;  and  for  the  latter  to  attempt  to 
exercise  any  power  which  haa  not  been  aiven  to 
it  by  the  Coostiiution,  is,  of  course,  a  violation  gf 
the  Coostiiution. 

The  gentleman  from  Masnehusetts,  who  was 
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■  Srstup,  (Mr.  8 e wall.)  grounded  hia  argumenis 
'in  supporiof  this  bill  on  two  principles  viz:  on  the 
'  pieanible  of  the  Constitution,  and  on  the  power  of 
tCongrea»  to  regoUie  commerce.  The  latter,  he 
thought,  a  curious  idea,  tbat  all  emigrants  coming 
to  this  cbuntry  should  be  considered  at  articles  of 
commerce,  Nosuch  idea  could  certainly  be  drawn 
from  the  CoDititution,  and  it  was  inconsistent 
with  any  expositii.n  of  the  word  "commerce," 
which  he  had  erer  heard  of.  Bat  admitting  these 
emigrnDts  could  be  considered  as  articles  of  com- 
merce, he  would  still  ask,  whether  the  piinciple 
wouldgo  to  the  exteniof  this  bill?  Ilwouldnot.  It 
only  went  to  say,  Congress  should  have  the  paw- 
«z  of  laying  s  tai  of  tea  dollars  upon  their  migra- 
tion las^iemigrationcagiiflLbe  prohibited  till  the 
yearTSU?:  '       "^~- 

Mr.  W.  could  not  see  how  gentlemen  could 
contend,  from  this  clause  of  the  Constitution,  that 
Congress  has  a  right  to  prevent  the  migration  of 
fore)fi:nefs,or  remove  them  after  fheyarriTe,  which 
would  be  the  same  thing,  to  individual  States  i  or 
wbethcr,  if  Congress  could  send  out  one  per- 
son, there  be  anything  in  the  Constitution  to  pre- 
vent them  from  sending  out  nil  aliens  from  the 
country  1  And  if  this  could  be  done,  he  would  go 
so  far  as  to  say,  that  all  that  species  of  properly, 
(slaves,)  whicn  may  well  be  looked  upon  as  an 
evil  and  dangerous  to  society,  not  only  at  present, 
bat  in  the  most  peaceable  limes,  may  also  be  sent , 
out  of  the  country.  And  as  ready  as  the  South- 
ern Stales  are  to  grant  slaves  are  a  datigerous 
properly  and  an  evU  in  their  country,  itaey  will 
not  consent  to  Congress  assuming  tne  power  of 
denrivin^  their  owners  of  them,  contrary  to  their 
will.  Tel  they  might  as  well  exercise  this  pow- 
er, oa  the  one  they  are  aboat  to  exercise. 

Mr.  W.  did  not  think  it  was  enough  to  say  that 
evils  exist,  for  Congress  to  proceed  to  remedy  them. 
They  oiight  first  to  inquire  whether  they  have  the 
Constitutional  bower  to  afford  the  remedy,  or  whe- 
ther it  is  not  placed  elsewhere.  But  gentlemen 
exclaim,  Shall  we  not  punish  persons  wEo  commit 
offences  7  He  would  answer,  yes ;  but  this  bill 
does  Dol  propose  a  punishment  for  an  offence,  or 
that  persons  shall  be  convicted  before  they  are 
punisQcd,  and  sent  away.  Aliens  are  to  be  sent 
out  of  the  country  on  suspicion,  which  is  not  to 
be  ascertained  by  any  known  tribunal,  but  at  the 
1  discretion  of  the  President  of  the  United  States; 
and  as  it  would  be  impossible  for  him  personally  to 
attend  to  cases  which  may  happen  indifferent  parts 
of  the  United  Slates,  he  must  have  correspond- 
ents in  different  parts  of  the  United  Suies,  up*Mi 
whose  information  he  will  have  implicitly  to  rely. 
He  must  also  delegate  his  power  to  persons  withm 
the  difierent  Slates ;  and,  though  be  might  not 
himtetf  abuse  it,  no  one  could  say  that  none  of  hia 
a^ts  would  not  do  so.  Besides,  it  is  inconsistent 
with  the  provisions  of  our  Constitution,  and  our 
modes  of  jurisprudence,  to  transfer  power  in  this 
launer;  and  he  conceived  that  it  would  be  better 
loendure  a  temporary  evil  than  to  violate  the  Con- 
stitution. 

The  latter  gentleman,  from  Massachusetts,  as- 
MrMd  aaotl)«renrionspriiici|de — a  principle  which 


he  never  heard  advanced  before,vi7;  that  if  the 
States  think  this  law  a  violation  of  their  right, 
they  might  pass  a  law  to  coniravence  it.  Conld, 
then,  the  power  exist  in  both  the  Slate  Govern- 
ments and  the  Qovernment  of  the  United  States? 
If  ^ntleman  wished-to  produce  a  state  of  tkioga 
whicbhewas  not  desirous  of  seeing,  this,  in  hit 
opinion,  was  the  way  to  effect  it.  The  ConstitutiiHi 
admitted  of  no  sucn  principle  as  this.  If  a  law 
was  passed,  ii  was  immediately  presumed  it  wa> 
according  to  the  Constitution  j  as  itwassut^koced 
Congress  understood  their  power  too  well  topaaa 
a  law  which  the  Constitution  did  not  give  inem 
authority  to  pass.  It  would  not  do  for  them  to  aay 
to  the  States,  "  You  have  been  backward  m  your 
duty,  and  therefore  we  will  do  it  for  you."  It  ia 
tlieir  power,  and  they  have  a  right  to  use  it,  or  let 

It  had  been  said,  the  1st  article  of  the  Qth  section 
of  the  Constitution  relates  only  to  slaves  ;  but  the 
term  migration  could  not  rente  to  slaves,  sinca 
they  were  not  imported  according  to  their  free  will. 
It  must  apply  to  emigrants,  not  only  from  foreign 
countries,  out  from  one  State  to  another ;  and^as 
far  as  he  ever  understood  the  ground  upon  wbieh 
that  clause  was  adopted,  it  was,  in  order  to  accom- 
modate those  States  who  have  large  tracts  of  on- 
cultivated  coanlry,  by  permitting  them  to  hav* 
leave  to  admit  of  such  migrations  as  they  should 
judge  proper,  for  a  period  which  they  deemed  saf- 
ficient  to  insure  them  a  sufGeiency  of  population. 
Indeed,  he  believed  the  Constitution  would  never 
have  been  adopted  without  a  clause  of  this  kind, 
as  those  Slates  who  were  in  this  situation,  and 
wbo  brought  forward  the  clause,  would  never  havt 
agreed  to  it  without  such  a  provision. 

But  the  gentleman  from  Mnssachusetts  said  it 
would  be  Hard,  indeed,  if  Congress  had  not  th« 
power  of  preventing  people  from  scatierins  sedi- 
tion though  the  country.  He  agreed  witu  thu 
gentleman,  it  would  be  bard  if  Congrew  had  not 
that  power.  But  is  this  bill  merely  for  the  pur- 
pose of  punishing  offences  1  No  such  thing ;  it  is 
for  the  purpose  of  sending  persons  out  of  the  coun- 
try before  ihey  have  committed  any  offence.  If 
the  bill  merely  provided  punishment  for  offences, 
which  were  o^oed,  he  should  not  object  to  it ; 
but  it  was  of  a  much  more  arbitrary  cast. 

The  same  genlleman  went  on  to  say  what  a 
particular  nation  had  done ;  but  this  bill  does  not 
rdate  to  one  nation,  but  to  aliens  from  all  coun- 
tries }  and  because  other  nations  have  done  mi»- 
chievous  and  turbulent  acts,  are  we  to  violate  our 
Constitution  merely  to  come  at  particular  char* 
acters?  He  would  not  do  it  If  there  were  no 
.other  means  of  doing  it,  he  would  leave  them  at 
lar^ ;  but  be  said  there  were  other  mean*  cJ 
doing  it.  Our  Constitution  wonld  be  a  very  sleit- 
der  security  to  the  people  of  this  country,  in  the 
possession  of  those  rights  which  he  snpptwed  they 
never  meant  wiUingly  lo  part  with,  if,  on  the  cry 
of  there  being  danger  here,  or  seditions  persoiu 
there,  violations  were  to  be  made  in  it,  in  order  to  - 
meet  the  eril.    If  this  were  once  admitted,  tfaer«  ' 
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about  a  radical  change  in  our  GoTeratnent.  Vain 
and  idle  itisinuaiions  of  this  kind  have  already 
had  too  much  weight  ia  this  country,  and  he 
hoped  they  would  not  be  suffered  to  alarm  the 
House  into  a  Tiolation  of  the  Constitutioo,  and, 
of  course,  their  oaih  to  suppoci  it. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  last  up,  said 
he  was  surprised  the  bill  had  been  attacked  in  this 
respect-  He  could  readily  believe  the  gentleman 
had  been  surprised,  from  the  arguments  he  made 
use  of;  but  he  could  assure  him  that  it  was  not 
because  he  did  not  think  other  parts  of  the  bill 
objectionable,  that  be  did  not  at  present  notice 
theoi.  If  the  unconstitutionality  of  the  meaeure 
was  sufficiently  grounded,  it  would  be  unnecessary 
to  go  into  those  parts  of  the  bill  which  the  gen- 
tleman supposes  are  calculated  to  bring  about  a 
diecu^ion  on  the  liberty  of  the  press.  He  hoped 
the  section  woulil  beslrnck  out^  because  he  rbougbl 
it  impossible  to  make  this  bill  any  other  than  a 
violation  of  the  Constitution. 

Mr.  Bavabd  observed  that  the  gentleman  from 
Penns^lvaaia  (Mr.  Qallatin)  Cad  objected  to 
this  bill  on  three  different  grounds,  viz ;  in  the 
first  place,  he  states  that  Congress  possesses  no 
power  which  is  nui  given  to  it  by  the  Constitu- 
tion, and  that  the  power  of  making  a  law  like  the 
present  is  not  given.  In  the  nest  place  he  states 
that  this  bill  militates  against  that  clause  of  the 
Constitution  which  says  the  privilege  of  the  writ 
of  habeas  corpus  shall  not  be  suspended,  unless  in 
cases  of  rebellion  or  invasion;. and,  in  the  third 
place,  that  it  militates  against  that  article  of  the 
Constitution  which  says  that  Congress  shall  not 
prohibit  the  migration  of  suchpersons  as  the  States 
shall  think  proper  to  admit  before  a  certain  period. 

With  respect  to  the  Qrst  objection,  he  agreed 
with  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  that  Con- 
gress had  no  power  but  what  was  given  them  by 
the  Constitution.  He  thought  the  twelfth  article 
<^  the  BmendmeDts  conclusive  on  this  point.  He 
confessed,  however,  that  he  could  not  see  why  the 
gentleman  should  refer  to  any  proceedings  under 
the  old  Confederation  to  support  his  doctrine  ; 
because  this  Government  had  been  substituted  in 

Elace  of  that,  and  derives  its  powers  and  authority 
:om  the  Conslituiiou,  and  not  from  anything 
I  done  under   the  old  GovernmenL     But   Mr.   B. 
contended,  that  the  power  was  expressly,  if  not 
specifically  given  to  Congress,  by  the  1st  article  of 
the  eth  section  of  the  Constitution,  which  is  in 
I  tbe  following  words,  "  Congress  shall  have  power 
/  to  lay  and  collect  lazen,  duties,  imposts,  and  ei- 
I   ciset,  to  pay  the  debts  and  provide  for  the  com- 
'    moQ  defence  and  general  welfare  of  the  United 
States :  hut  all  duties,  imposts,  and  excises,  shall 
\  be  uniform  throughout  the  United  Slates." 
I       Thus,  then,  it  is  evident,  that  the  power  is  ex- 
l  preasly  giTen  to  Congress  lo  provide  for  the  com- 
f  num  ieieaea  And -feasial ^welfare,  and  it  is  not' 
necessary  to  be  given  specifically.    The  conclud- 
iitg  article  of  the  sama  section  also  provides,  "  that 
Congress  shall  make  all  laws  which  shall  be  neces- 
lary  and  proper  for  carrying  into  execution  the 
foregoing  powers."    Hence,  it  is  extremely  clear 
that  GongKtf  has  the  power  to  do  what  is  oeces- 


defence  aod  general  welfare; 


and  the  only  question  before  the  

whether  this  law  is  necessary  for  these  purposes? 
Becaose,  if  it  is,  it  comes  within  the  express  lettec 
of  the  Coosiituiiun.  Therefore,  instead  of  argu*  \ 
ing  against  the  Constitution,  it  became  necessary  | 
for  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  to  shov  I 
that  the  provisions  of  this  bill  are  not  necessary  '' 
for  the  common  defence  and  general  welfare  of  y 
the  United  Slates.  Mr.  B.  then  read  the  provt^ 
sioDs  of  the  section.  With  respect  to  the  first 
description  of  aliens  here  spoken  of,  viz :  felons^ 
Mr.  B.  supposed  it  must  be  the  wish  of  the  gentl»> 
man  from  Pennsylvania,  and  everybody  else,  to 
free  our  country  from  infamous  characters  of  thii 
kind.  In  order  to  prove  that  Congress  have  not 
the  power  to  send  out  of  the  country  persons  of 
this  description,  the  gentleman  has  had  recourse, 
not  to  the  Constitution,  but  to  the  laws  of  Penn- 
sylvania. But  when  the  law  which  he  bad  ad- 
duced was  considered,  it  confirmed  the  propriety 
of  sending  off  from  the  country  men  who  had 
been  convicted  of  felony  in  another  country  ;  for 
that  law  says,  persons  of  this  description  shall  not 
be  permitted  to  come  into  the  country  at  all.  Ani 
could  there  be  any  doubt  of  the  propriety  of  this 
conduct?  He  was  certain  the  gentleman  ijan 
Pennsylvania  oould  not  say  it  would  be  for  the 
welfare  of  this  country  to  admit  characters,  wha, 
having  offended  the  law;  of  iheir  own  country,  as 
well  as  every  sense  of  morality,  could  not  be  tn- 
peeled  to  become  good  citizens  here,  or  serve  any 
purpose  which  the  gentleman  from  Peoasylvania, 
or  any  other  gentleman,  could  have  in  view. 

The  next  aescription  of  persons  against  whom 
this  bill  is  directed,  includes  aliens  who  are  fust- 
tives  from  justice  on  charges  of  treason  or  sedi- 
tion. And  can  there  be  any  more  doubt  as  to  the 
propriety  of  excluding  from  the  United  States  this 
class  of  aliens  1  He  believed  not.  It  might  easi^ 
be  supposed,  that  persons  who  have  been  guilty  of 
treason  or  sedition  in  their  native  country,  who 
have  been  nblt:  to  break  ali  the  ties  of  allegiance 
and  affection  for  one  Government,  will  not  Iweoine 
very  obedient  or  peaceable  citizens  here.  It  can- 
not be  expected  that  these  exotics  will  support  this 
Government,  when  they  have  notoriously  opposed 
that  of  the  country  which  they  have  deserted. 
This  provision  would  only  extend  to  those  ali«is 
who  had  been  in  the  country  a  less  period  than 
two  years,  and  he  thought  such  a  provision  would 
be  very  proper  to  operate  upon  this  description  of 
persons.  For  when  he  saw  men  among  us,  who 
bad  been  in  the  country  fifteen  or  twenty  years, 
wanting  in  attachment  to  this  country,  and  even 
some  men  who  owe  their  birth  to  it,  ne  supposad 
but  little  dependence  could  be  placed  upon  the 
attachraeni  of  aliens  to  this  Ciorernmenl,  who 
have  been  here  a  shorter  period  than  two  yean, 
and  that  it  might  be  supposed  they  would  be  as 
likely  to  join  the  standard  of  an  enemy,  in  caae 
of  an  invasion,  as  chat  of  this  country. 

Tbe  third  description  of  persons  included  in  this 
bill  ate  those  whose  continuance  in  the  United 
States  the  President  shall  deem  injurious  to  the 
public  peace  and  safety. 
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Upon  this  head,  the  ^ntleman  from  Pennsylra' 
nia  might,  perhaps,  diner  from  him  in  opinion. 
He  thought  the  consideration  wa?.  whether,  if  this 
power  was  given  to  the  President,  he  would  abuse 
It?  He  had  no  hesiialiun  in  saying  that  he  had 
■o  mocb  confidence  in  the  President  as  to  believe 
the  power  would  not  be  abused.  And  if  we  had 
Teliance  that  [he  power  would  not  be  abused,  be 
did  not  think  any  other  objection  could  be  brought 
against  it;  because,  if  it  was  not  abased,  no  per- 
■on  will  erer  be  sent  away  whose  resideoce  is  not 
judged  dangerous  to  the  public  peace  and  safety 
of  tae  United   States,  and   such  persons   no  one 

;ould  wish  to  be  retained. 
Mi.  B.  concluded,  therefore,  that  the  power  of 
Congress  (o  aci  upon  all  the  different  cases  con- 
:  tained  in  this  lection  is  strictly  contained  in  the 
j    Constitution,  by  the  two  clauses  which  he  had 
I  nad  to  the  committee. 

With  respect  to  iheobjectionsof  the  gentleman 
from   Pennsylvania,  that  this  clause  wilt  nperate 

rust  that  clause  of  the  Constitution  which  says 
writ  of  habeas. corpus  shall  not  be  suspended, 
he  certainly  had  not  formed  an  accurate  opinion 
upon  that  subject.  In  order  to  know  whether  this 
is  a  suspension  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  it  will 
be  proper  to  inquire  what  is  a  suspension  of  it? 
This  is  B  definite  idea,  established  by  precedent 
In  England,  it  is  well  known,  there  is  the  seme 
provision,  and  we  know  it  has  been  occasionally 
-•uspended.  What,  then,  was  to  be  done  in  that 
case')  tt  is  provided  by  law  tliat  the  habeas  cor- 
ipUB  shall  not  issue  at  ail.  Before  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  can  say,  therefore,  that  the 
habeas  corpus  is  suspended,  h«  must  show  sume 
act  by  which  it  is  declared  to  be  so.  This  bill 
provides  only  for  the  arrest ation  of  persons  in  cer- 
tain cases,  and  ii  will  be  competent  for  every  per- 
son so  arrested  to  ohtaia  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus. 
It  was  now  extremely  clear,  therefore,  that  this 
writ  might  siill  issue  to  the  same  extent  as  before. 
The  last  objection  made  against  the  first  section 
'  of  this  bill  is  founded  on  the  article  which  reli 
to  the  prohibition  of  the  migration  and  tmpo 
lion  of  persons  into  this  country.  Mr.  B.  asked 
whether,  if  this  bill  passed  into  a  law.  it  would 
•  in  the  power  of  the  several  States  to  ad- 


mit of  the  importation  and  migration  of  persons 
in  the  same  war  that  they  do  at  present?  This 
bill  provides  only  that  if  any  improper  or  danger- 


ous persons  shall  be  admitted,  in  order  to  preserve 
the  public  peace  and  safety,  the  President  shall 
have  power  to  remove  tbein  out  of  the  country. 

If  there  was  any  solidity  in  this  objection,  the 
consequence  would  be,  that  the  criminal  laws  of 
the  United  States  which  would  subject  any  of 
these  aliens  (o  imprisonment,  or  other  punish- 
ment, might  be  equally  charged  with  being  vio- 
lations of  the  Constitution,  which,  according  to 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  has  reserved 
all  power  over  aliens  in  the  hands  of  the  State 
Qoveroments. 

'  Mr.  Baldwin  said,  whenever  a  bill  was  intro- 
duced into  the  Legialatare  of  the  Union,  which 
ran  counter  to  the  Cousiitution,  it  was  its  duty  to 
decline  acting  upon  it.    Thai  part  of  the  first  ar- 


ticle of  ifaeSth  section,  which  declares,  "  Congress 
ihall  have  power  to  provide  for  the  common  de- 
'ence  and  general  welfare  of  the  United  States," 
lad  never  been  considered  as  a  source  of  Leglslsr 
;ive  power,  as  it  is  only  a  member  introduced  10 
limit  the  other  parts  at  the  sentence,  and  not  of 
itself  a  substantive  power,  as  will  be  seen  by  re- 
curring to  the  words  of  the  first  sentence  of  the 
8th  section.  The  first  instance  in  which  it  had 
been  attempted  to  be  acted  upon,  and  no 
question  ever  agitated  the  councils  of  the  Union 
more,  was  on  Ine  application  of  the  Ahuiition  So- 
cieties to  Congress  for  an  abolition  of  slavery^  the 
power  of  Congress  to  act  upon  which  was  said  to 
be  derived  from  these  words ;  but  after  the  subject 
was  well  cont^idered,  it  was  decided  by  a  lawe 
majority  that  the  words  alluded  to  could  not  be, 
relied  upon  as  giving  any  separate  power  from  ' 
that  contained  in  the  other  part  of  the  sentence. 

A  gentleman  in  his  eye  (Mr.DAYTOH)remind- 
ed  him  of  another  instance  in  which  this  article 
had  been  reaorted  to  for  power,  with  the  same 
want  of  success.  It  was  in  relation  to  the  estab- 
lishment of  certain  mannfactories,  in  support  of 
which  the  aid  of  Government  was  applied  for. 
Indeed,  if  these  words  were  (ti  h&se.  thf  force 
which  it  was  attempted  to  ffive  tb«B>,«U-{t]e  rest 
of  the.  CoBstitntiaii  would  be  juipimage.  He 
could  Dot  have  supposed  that  at  this  day  there  had 
been  a  doubt  upon  the  subject.  As  to  the  other 
clause  which  had  been  cited,  which  was  generally 
called  the  avieeping  elaute,  "to  pass  laws  to  carrj 
into  effect  the  foregoing  powers,"  &c.,  before  it 
could  have  any  force,  some  other  clause  must  be 
found  to  which  it  is  to  give  effect. 

To  adopt  the  sense  which  gentlemen  wish  to 
put  upon  tne  1st  article  of  the  §th  section,  would 
be  to  do  away  all  ideas  of  this  being  a  PedeiU 
Qovernment,  and  that  there  arc  State  Govern- 
ments in  existence  who  have  their  portion  of 
power ;  for  if  all  the  power  which  is  necessary  to 
*'  provide  for  the  common  defence  and  geaaal 
welfare,"  be  posiestied  by  the  Federal  Govem- 
meni.  Blithe  Slate  Qovemments  must  fall  pros- 
trate before  it,  as  there  will  be  no  power  left  for 
them  to  exercise.  Indeed,  the  doctrine  is  so  «x- 
tiavagant  thai  he  never  expected  to  have  heard  it 
again  advanced  on  this  floor. 

Mr.  B.  thought  the  9th  section,  forbidding  Con- 
gress to  prohibit  the  mieration,  &c.,  was  directlr 
opposed  to  the  principle  of  this  bill.  He  recol- 
lected very  well  that  when  the  9th  section  of  the 
Constitution  was  under  consideration  in  the  Con- 
vention, the  delegates  from  some  of  the  Southern 
States  insisted  that  the  prohibition  of  the  intro- 
duction of  slaves  should  be  left  to  the  State  Gov- 
ernments; it  was  found  expedient  to  make  this 
provision  in  the  Constitution ;  there  was  an  ob- 
jection to  the  use  of  the  word  slaves,  as  Congress 
by  none  of  theii  acts  had  ever  acknowledged  the 
existence  of  such  a  condition.  It  was  at  length 
settled  on  the  words  as  they  now  stand,  "  that  the 
migration  or  importation  of  such  persons  as  the 
several  States  shall  think  proper  to  admit,  should 
not  be  prohibited  till  the  year  1808."  It  was  ob- 
served by  some  gentlemen  present  that  this  ex- 
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pressioD  would  extend  to  oiber  persona  besides 
^TGs,  which  wa«  not  denied,  but  tnis  did  oot  pro- 
duce any  alteration  of  it  Mr.  B.  had  no  doubt 
that,  if  this  bill  passed  into  a  Uw,  Coogrcss 
would  ajgain  be  appealed  to  by  ihe  adTocates  for 
an  Bbolition  of  slaTerT,  with  requests  that  the 
President  may  be  authorized  to  send  these  persons 
out  of  the  couDtrv,  and  strong  arsaments  will  be 
used  in  favor  of  the  measure.  He  recollected  it 
was  asked,  on  a  former  occasion,  "  Suppose  a  car- 
go of  leprous  persons  were  to  be  landed  in  the  coun- 
try, would  not  Congress  hare  the  power  to  send 
them  out  of  the  country  ?  Slavery,  said  they,  is 
an  incurable  leprosy ;  you  surely,  then,  will  erad- 
icate it  V  This  reasoning,  however,  did  not  pre- 
vail. There  are  other  mischiefs  which  mi^ht  be 
done,  against  which  the  Federal  ConstitulioD 
makes  DO  provision.  Persons  might  bum  our 
towns  and  slay  our  iababitaots.  But  our  Consti- 
tution goes  upon  an  idea  that  there  are  State  Go- 
Ternments  wno  divide  the  powers  of  Qovernment 
with  the  Federal  Government.  But  gentlemen, 
in  speaking  of  the  subject,  seem  to  forget  this,  and 
,  to  suppose  that  wisdom  is  to  die  with  them.  His 
.  opinion  was,  that  this  busiueas  of  admitting  or 
.  banishing  aliens  belonged  to  the  State  Govern-- 
ments,  and  not  to  the  General  GoTemment,  and 
he  should  therefore  vote  for  striking  out  the  first 
section  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Dana  did  not  before  know  that  the  Socie- 
ty of  Friends  were  so  turbulent  a  set  of  people  as 
to  occasion  all  the  UDeasiness  which  the  gentle- 
man from  Georgia  had  spoken  of.  He  wondered 
so  great  a  disorder  had  not  been  more  particularly 
noticed.  As  it  had  not,  he  apprehended  the  gen- 
tleman's zeal  had  given  somewhat  too  high  a  co- 
loring to  this  transaction. 

That  part  of  the  1st  article  of  the  Bib  section  of 
.  the  Constitution  which  speaks  of  the  common  de- 
fence and  general  welfare,  is  of  a  political  nature, 
and  does  not  refer  to  any  internal  Teg-otation,  bat 
'.^plies  to  what  relates  to  the  Union  generally. 
jAs  it  respeeis  aliens,  could  it  be  said  that  the  in- 
|di  vidual  States  could  make  Ihe  present  regulation  1 
'No;  they  conld  only  make  regulations  bottomed 
upon  their  own  policy.  What  relates  to  the 
I  Union  eenerall^,  must  be  done  by  the  Govero- 
'  ment  of  the  United  States.  When  power  is  re- 
'  served  by  the  Constitution  to  the  Stales,  it  is  fo: 
.  reasons  which  are  applicable  to  those  States;  and 
jt  might  be  easily  seen  what  was  the  ground  of 
the  compromise  nude  in  the  Ist  article  of  the  9lh 
section.  It  was  certainly  with  a  view  of  the 
Slates  securing  to  themselves  the  property  which 
ihey  possessed.  But  that  reason  does  not  extend 
to  the  principles  of  this  bill,  which  does  not 
the  States  shall  noi  admit  the  migration  of  fo- 
reigners, hut  that  where  persons  have  not  attained 
the  right  of  citizenship  Iney  shall  be  removed,  if 
their  residence  shall  appear  to  the  President 
dangerous. 

There  is  one  power,  Mr,  D.  said,  inherent  and 
oHnmon  in  every  form  of  Qovernment,  which  is 
founded  upon  any  rational  principles  of  policy, 
"which  is  the  power  of  preservingiiself,  which  im- 
|>liee  the  necesnry  power  of  making  all  laws 


:r  to  pass  a  law  for  ihe  purpose  of  removing 


the  best  mode  of  carrying  such  a  power  iato 

Feci  is  not  now  the  question. 

Mr.  D.  thought  Ihe  declamatory  harangue  which 
bad  been  heard  from  the  sentleman  from  North 
Carolina,  on  the  sanctity  of  the  Constiiution,  waa 
foreign  to  Ihe  present  subject,  since  no  one  will  be 
found  to  say  he  is  willing  to  violate  the  Consti- 
tution. The  single  question  before  the  committee 
is,  whether  Congress  have  the  Constitutional 
power  to  pass  the  present  biUj  if  they  have  not 
■'  at  power,  no  one,  he  presumed,  wonld  wish  to 

Mr.  Allen  said,  the  object  of  this  bill  appeared 
to  be  to  enable  the  President  to  remove  alieni  out 
of  the  United  States  whose  residence  he  shall 
judge  to  be  injurious  to  the  public  peace  and  safe- 
ty. It  appeared  to  bim  that  there  is  no  necessity  fur 
so  many  laws  respecting  aliens.  He  did  not  be- 
lieve that  a  man's  beins  bom  in  England  or  Qei* 
many  Is  anv  pioof  of  nis  bein|r  an  alien  friend. 
He  may  siill  be  an  adopted  citizen  of  another 
country,  and  come  here  for  the  worst  of  purposes. 
He  thought  the  President  ought  to  have  power 
over  aliens  of  every  description,  without  distinc- 
tion. '  He  supposed  this  bill  was  to  appertain  only 
to  alien  friends,  because  there  is  another  bill  re> 
speCtlng  alien  enemies.  He  did  not  think  Con- 
gress ought  to  legislate  in  this  way.  Provision . 
ought  to  he  made  for  the  removal  of  all  theae . 
persona. 

The  powers  given  to  the  Executive,  Mr.  A. 
said,  are  of  an  unlimited,  confused  natote,  and 
such  as  he  had  never  before  seen.  If  he  deems 
the  residence  of  an  alien  dangerous  to  the  pnblic 
safety,  the  President  is  to  order  bis  removal.  But 
the  bill  does  not  say  whether  any  of  the  courts 
are  to  take  cognizance  of  the  business,  and  make 
the  removal,  or  in  what  manner  it  is  to  he  done. 
The  hill  speaks  of  aliens^  having  been  felons,  or 
notorious  fugitives  from  justice  in  a  foreign  coun- 
try. How  are  these  things  to  be  ascertained?  Or 
how  are  the  persons  of  tliese  aliens  to  be  identi- 
Qed  1  He  conld  not  understand  how  this  bill  was 
to  operate.  He  understood  the  Constitution  to 
give  a  right  to  all  persons  to  be  tried  by  a  jury; 
but  it  appeared  as  if  the  judges  were  under  this  - 
bill  to  act  summarily. 

Mr.  A  thought  a  law  ought  to  pass  kuthorizing 
the  Executive  of  this  country,  as  in  all  other 
countries,  to  remove  all  aliens,  of  whatever  coun- 
try, whom  he  deemed  dangerous  to  the  peace 
□fthe  country.  He  thought  it  would  behest  to 
takeuptfaebillfromthe  Senate  on  this  subject,  and 
be  moved  the  committee  to  rise  for  this  purpose. 

Mr.  A.  concluded  with  saying,  that  he  wished 
a  law  to  be  passed  for  the  punishment  of  seditious 
persons ;  hut  he  would  have  it  embrace  oth^ 
cases — cases  of  great  importance,  which  every 
day  come  before  our  eyes.  As  to  the  provisions 
contained  in  this  bill  respecting  seditious  speak- 
ing uid  writing,  he  defied  any  penon  to  know 
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what  was  iateaded  by  them.  He  hoped  when 
CoDgress  pass  lawa  on  this  subject  they  would  be 
such  as  would  be  uaderstimij. 

Mr.  SBW1.LL  said,  before  the  queEtion  was  lakeu 
OD  the  commiitee's  rising,  he  wished  to  notice  the 
charges  which  the  gentleman  from  Cooneclicut 
had  biought  agaicBt  the  camniittee  who  reported 
this  bill.  That  geatleman  wished  the  committee 
to  rise,  because  he  thought  the  bill  uawortby  the 
attention  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole.  He 
wished  to  bave  no  distinction  made  between  alien 
friends  and  alien  enemies.  He,  on  the  contrary, 
was  of  opinion,  that  to  take  up  aliens,  merely  as 
such,  would  be  an  act  unworthy  of  any  cifilized 
nation  whaierer.  If  they  are  thus  dealt  wilb,  it 
must  be  because  their  residence  among  us  would 
be  dangerous  to  our  own  peace  and  safety.  The 
select  committee  made  a  distinction  between  alien 
enemies  and  alien  friends.  Nor  have  they  said 
that  all  alien  enemies  shall  be  sent  out  of  the  co 
try ;  but  that  persons  of  that  description  who  __  _ 
not  suspected  of  being  inimical  to  the  interests  of 


eg;one 


I,  who  are  of  such  a  description  as  that 
their  residence  among  us  would  be  likely  [o  be 
injurious  to  the  peace  and  safety  of  the  coantiy, 
may  also  be  sent  away.  In  the  bill  respecting 
alien  enemies,  discretion  is  left  with  the  President 
to  treat  them  according  to  existing  circumstances. 
By  the  present  bill,  aliens  render  ihemeelves  lia- 
ble to  be  sent  away,  who  come  here  under  such 
disadvantageous  circumstances  of  character  as  tc 
render  ibeir  residence  among  us  dangerous.  At 
to  the  particular  manner  in  which  this  is  to  b« 
done,  when  the  third  section  of  the  bill  came 
under  consideration,  it  might  undergo  any  amend- 
ment which  might  be  thougbt  necessary. 

In  the  third  section,  as  it  was  not  desirable  that 
the  President  should  be  continually  exercising  the 
discretionary  power  lodged  in  him,  cases  are  de- 
acribed  where  facts  are  only  necessary  for  ordinary 
tribunals  to  aend  aliens  out  of  the  country.  But 
where  a  discretionary  power  was  necessary  to  be 
lodged,  it  is  placed  in  the  President  alone ;  sincc^ 
in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  it  would  have 
been  perfectly  absurd  to  have  lodged  a  discretion- 
ary power  over  these  aliens  in  a  number  of  differ- 
ent tribuaals.  For,  in  that  case,  an  alien  driven 
from  Massachusetts  or  Pennsylvania,  might  take 
refuge  in  any  of  the  other  Stktes ;  whereas  if  this 
power  was  exercised  by  one  roan,  by  one  under- 

,  therefore, 
n  its  present  form. 
The  question  on  the  committee's  rising  was  put 
and  carried,  and  leave  was  given  to  it  to  sit  again. 

MoNOAv,  June  18. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  ap- 
pointed to  bring  in  a  bill  atithorizing  the  Secre- 
luy  of  the  Navy  to  receive  and  convey  letters 
and  packages,  by  post,  free  of  postage. 

Messrs.  CRaix,  Varndk,  and  Taa-rOBEa,  were 
appointed  a  committee  pursuant  to  the  resolution. 


itandinr,  it  would  be  always  exercised  in  the 

wav.    He  thought,  therefore,  the  bill  stood  very 
well  in  - —  ■  ' 


ALIENa 
The  House,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Allen,  postponed 
[he  consideration  of  the  bill  tor  the  prevention  and 
restraint  of  dangerous  and  seditious  persons,  and 
went  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill 
from  the  Senate,  entitled  "  An  act  concerning 
Aliens ;  but  soon  after  Mr.  Gallatin  had  com* 
menced  observations  against  the  first  section  of 
the  bill,  he  was  interrupted  by  the  receipt  of  the 
followins  Message  from  the  President  of  the 
United  States. 

RELATIONS  WITH  FRANCE. 


lu 

&oin  ODr  Envois  ExtnonUnarv  to  the  FrenA  Rcpnb. 
lie,  which  was  received  at  the  Secretary  of  8tate^i 
office,  on  Thundav,  the  Uth  of  this  month. 

JOHN  ADAMS. 

UxiTiD  Statis,  Junt  IS,  I7SS. 

After  the  reading  of  ibe  despatches  was  finish- 
ed, n  motion  was  made  to  print  1,200  copies  of 
them  for  the  use  of  the  members. 
.  Mr.  Tuatcbeb  hoped  at  least  two  thousand 
copies  would-be  printed.  It  was  well  known  that 
the  letter  of  Mr.  Talleyrand  had  already  been 
printed  in  the  French  paper  of  this  city,  and  he 
belieVed  by  order  of  the  Executive  Directory. 
And  he  believed  that  the  printer  had  printed  an 
additional  number  of  that  letter  for  the  supply  of 
persons  who  ate  not  his  regular  readers.  When 
he  saw,  therefore,  the  Executive  Directory,  and 
its  agents,  taking  extraordinary  means  to  spread 
that  letter,  he  wished  to  take  equal  means  to  pub- 
lish the  answer  of  our  Commissioners  to  it,  which 
be  thought  n 


ihle. 


}dIv  satisfactory,  but  inconltovert' 
:  should  thiak  himself  deficient  in  duty, 

he  were  to  omit  the  owortunity  of  moving  for 
additional  quantity  of^  this  reply  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  T.  CLAJBORifadid  not  understand  what  the 
gentleman  meant  in  saying  he  believed  certain 
persons  are  French  agents. 

Mr.  TuATCBER  said,  be  considered  the  priatei 
of  the  raper  to  which  he  had  alluded  as  an  agent 
of  the  French  Directory,  and  he  hoped  soon  (o 
lay  before  the  House  satisfactory  evidence  of  the 
fact. 

Mr.  Habper  wished  not  onlv  2,000,  but  a  much 
larger  number  of  this  despatch  might  be  priniel. 
He  hoped  5,000  at  leasL  The  truth  of  the  posi- 
tions mentioned  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachn* 
setts  was  loo  evident  to  m  for  a  moment  doubted. 
It  had  long  been  manifest  to  him  that  France  had 
'   r  secret  agents  in  this  country,  and  that  every 

>ans  had  been  made  use  of  to  excite  resistance 

the  measures  of  our  Government,  and  to  i«ise 
a  spirit  of  faction  in  the  country  favorable  to  the 

ews  of  France,  and  the  act  of  Saturday  wai 

jly  one  of  the  ramifications  of  the  scheme.  A 
fact,  Mr.  H.  said,  had  taken  place  within  a  few 
days,  whichj  he  apprehended,  would  lead  to  the 
discovery  of  a  treasonable  correspondence,  carried 
00  by  persons  in  this  country  with  France,  of  the 
criminal  nature.   He  was  desirous,  therefore, 
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of  coUDieractJiis  ihe-  effects  of  anf  of  their  mschi- 
aatioQs,  hy  pubTishing  ibe  truth  to  the  peopIe;and 
he  DTomistd  the  House  be  would  do  all  in  his  power 
CO  orJDK  this  matter  to  ligtit. 

Mr.  Habbisoii  was  in  favor  of  5,000,  ai  he  wiab- 
ed  the  people  of  the  United  States  to  receive  Ihe 
fullest  uformalion  on  this  and  eveiy  other  subject. 
With  respect  to  French  agents  being  in  thiscouti- 
trp,  he  cared  but  little  about  them.  He  did  cot 
fear  anything  they  can  do. 

Mr.  Datib  hoped  the  gentlemaa  from  South 
Carolina  would  give  such  iuformaiion  to  the 
House  as  would  enable  them  to  detect  any  plan 
that  was  on  foot  injurious  to  Ihe  interests  of  the 
country.  If  he  would  do  so,  it  sboold  have  bis 
hearty  support. 

Hr.  H^ttrsK  pledged  himself  to  the  gentleman 
from  Kenincky  and  to  the  House,  not  to  be  remiss 
in  probing  the  business  he  had  spoken  of.  He  bud 
got  hold  of  some  of  the  threads  of  it,  and  he  hoped 
soon  to  be  able  to  develope  the  whole  of  the  rais- 
chieTOQ*  proceeding.  If  so,  he  ahoatd  not  fail  to 
bring  it  before  the  public,  and  rely  upon  the  assist- 
ance of  thai  gentleman  and  the  Hoase  generally, 
to  bring  the  authors,  and  those  concerned  in  it.  to 
condign  punishment. 

On  suggestion  of  Mr.  Sitqbeaves,  that  it  would 
be  well  to  direct  the  Secretary  of  State  to  have  a 
large  number  of- all  the  despatches  received  from 
our  Commissioners  printea  and  distributed,  the 
motion  for  printing  them  separately  was  with- 
drawn, and  Mr.  S.  afterward  made  a  proposition 
directing  the   Secretary  of  State  to  gel  printed 

snd  distributed copies  of  the  whole  of  the 

decmatehes. 

The  Message  and  documents  were  then  order- 
ed to  lie  on  the  table,  and  1,300  copies  to  be  printed 
for  the  use  of  the  House.    (See  Appendix^ 

And  then  the  House  adjourned. 

TuESDAT,  June  19. 

Mr.  SiToanAVEB  ctUed  up  his  resolution,  pro- 
posing to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  State  to  print 
a  certain  number  of  copiea  of  ail  the  despatches 
from  our  Envoys;  which  was  agreed  to,  aiter 
some  discussion,  and  the  blank  filled  with  ten 
thousand. 

A  tall  was  received  from  iheSeoatefor  thenoora 
effectual  protection  of  the  commerce  of  the  United 
States ;  which  was  twice  read,  aod  referred  to  the 
Committee  for  the  Protection  of  Commerce  and 
the  Defence  of  the  Country. 

Mr.  Habper,  froraibe  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  reported  two  bills,  one  making  an  appro- 
priation for  the  expense  of  the  new  regiment  of 
artillery  for  the  year  1798 ;  the  other  to  enable  the 
President  of  the  United  Stales  to  raise  a  loan  of 
money  for  the  service  of  Government ;  which  were 
twice  read  and  committed. 

ALIENS. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittev  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  coneening  aliens, 
when 

Mr.  Oalla-tin  rose,  and  repeated  the  remarks 
he  vaa  making  yesterday,  when  twice  in tamipted. 


He  said  he  could  not  discover  the  reason  why  the 
bill  whicb  WBs  under  discussion  on  Saturday^was 
postponed  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  this.  Both 
contained  the  same  principle.  Tbey  differed  only 
as  to  the  mode  of  carrying  it  into  eaecc  The  first 
and  third  sections  of  toe  other  bill  were  the  same 
in  substance  as  the  first  section  of  this.  The  dis- 
cussion on  ibis  first  section,  therefore,  must  be  the 
same  as  before  ;  and  the  question  is  not  whether 
the  measure  is  eipedient,  but  whether  this  Qov- 
emment  has  any  power,  under  the  Constitution, 
to  remove  alien  friends  out  of  the  United  States, 
or  whether  the  power  over  aliens  does  not  belong 
eiclasively  to  tne  individual  States.-  He  was  him- 
self clearly  and  decidedly  of  opinion  that  no  such 
authority  was  vested  in  the  General  Oovemment, 
and  that  this  bill,  if  passed,  will  be  a  gross  vioU" 
tion  of  the  Constitution.  Mr.  G.  referred  toargU' 
menis  which  he  had  used  on  the  former  bill.  AU 
the  powers  vested  in  the  General  Governmentare 
either  positively  specified  by  the  Constitution,  or 
they  are  such  as  are  necessary  and  nropet  for  car- 
rying into  efiectsome  of  those  specific  powers.  For 
the  Constitution  provides  that  the  powers  not  dd- 

Sted  by  it  to  the  United  States  are  reserved  to 
States.  It  is  not  contended,  in  this  instance, 
that  a  power  over  alieus  is  specifically  and  posi- 
tively given  to  the  Union  ;  but  ao  attempt  is 
made,  to  show  that  it  is  given  by  implication.  la 
order  to  establish  this  position,  let  gentlemen  re- 
member that  it  is  necessary  not  only  to  assert  in  a 
vague  manner  that  the  authority  contended  fot 
may  be  derived  from  some  specific  power,  but  to 
prove  that,  in  the  words  of  the  Constitution,  the 
present  law  is  necessary  and  proper  for  carrying 
mto  efiect  some  one  specific  power  expressly  cirea 
by  the  Constitution.  Let  the  armiments  of  the 
supporters  of  this  bill  be  examined  by  that  test. 

It  has  been  declared  by  the  gemleoun  from 
MasBacfausetts  (Mr.  Sew  all)  that  this  power  ovn 
aliens  Is  included  in  the  power  given  to  Congress 
to  regulate  commerce ;  the  gentleman  from  Dela- 
ware believes  it  to  be  contained  in  that  clause  of 
the  Constitution  which  gives  to  Consress  the 
power  to  layand  collect  lazes,  by  whichneargues  ' 
power  is  also  given  to  provide  for  the  common 
defence  and  general  welfare ;  but  another  gentle-    ' 
man  from  hfassacbusetls  fMt.  On8)andagea- 
tleman  from  Connecticut  (Mr.  Dana)  drew  this 
power  from  that  which  they  say  every  Qovexn-    . 
ment  roust  have  to  preserve  itself, 

Mr.  Q.  said,  he  would  offer  a  few  remarks  upon 
each  of  these  reasons,  [a  the  first  place,  the  power 
said  to  be  included  in  the  power  to  regulate 


commerce.    But  this  bill  is  not  intended  fi 
ial  purpose;  it  is  wholly  a 
itenaed  to  effect  political  ends,  tind  does 


commercial  purpose ; 


I  wholly  of  a  politici 


not  relate  to  aliens  as  merchants.  It  is  a  power 
to  be  given  to  the  President  to  retmive  all  aliens 
dangerous  to  the  peace  of  the  United  States,  and 
eauoot  by  any  one  be  considered  as  a  commercial 
r^alation.  if  Congress  has  any  power  whi^ 
they  can  exercise  on  the  persons  of  alien  mer- 
chants it  must  relate  to  them  as  meichant^^ 
their  pofessions,  not  to  their  existence  as  men ;  If 
the  power  was  derived  from  this  source,  it  miut 
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be  confined  in  its  opetatioo  to  alien  merchants, 
.  and  could  not  be  applied  to  ttietiB  of  other  descrip- 
tions. But  ibis  general  authority  over  aliens,  not 
only  JB  not  now  intended,  but  it  is  not  necessary 
for  carrying  into  effect  the  power  gJTea  to  regU' 
taie  commerce.  Will  [be  regulations  of  ibis  bill 
in  any  wh^  determine  bow  commerce  shall  be  car- 
ried on  wiib  foreign  countries,  or  from  one  State 
to  another? 

With  respect  to  the  clanse  of  the  eighth  section, 
contended  for  by  the  gentleman  from  Delaware, 
it  was  in  the  following  words  :  "  Consiess  shall 
have  power  to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  duties,  im- 

rts,  and  excises,  to  pay  the  debts,  and  provide 
the  common  defence  and  general  wellare  of 
the  United  States;  but  all  duties,  imposts,  and  ex- 
cises, shall  be  unifona  ihroughout  the  United 
States,"  and  that  no  geotleraan  contended  that  its 
meaning  was  to  give  power  to  Congrecs,  in  the 
firtt  place  to  lay  taxes,  and  in  the  next  place  to 
nioTide  for  the  common  defence  and  general  wel- 
nre  of  the  United  States.  But  ibe  obvious  and 
anirersally  received  meaning  of  the  last  words 
was  not  to  give  a  general  power  altogether  uncon- 
Bccted  with  the  remainins  part  of  the  sentenc^ 
but  to  define  the  purpose  for  which  taxes  should 
be  laid.  Had  the  consliuction  of  the  gentleman 
from  Delaware  been  intended,  the  power  would 
have  been  given  in  a  distinct  paragraph,  in  the 
same  manner  as  all  the  other  powers  are  given,  in- 
stead of  placing  the  words  in  this  way  in  the 
middle  of  a  paragraph  relating  toa  quite  different 
subject.  Ifthis  new  construction  was  adopted, 
there  would  have  been  no  need  to  have  enumera- 
ted the  powers  given  to  Congress  in  this  and  other 


Constitution  seems  to  have  apprehended  some  im- 
proper use  being  made  of  the  sweeping  clanse,  by 
takmg  it  as  a  ground  for  power  never  intended  to 
be  given,  and,  therefore,  it  declares  that "  the  pow- 
ers not  delegated  to  the  United  States  by  the  Con- 
stitution, nor  prohibited  by  it  to  the  States,  are  re- 
served  to  the  Stales  respectively,  or  to  the  people; 
but  if  the  construction  now  spoken  of  were  to 
pre  rail,  this  amendment  could  have  no  applica- 
tion ;  for  if  all  the  powers  are  delegated  to  Con- 
gress by  that  clause,  how  could  it  be  said  that 
the  powers  not  delegated  were  reserved  to  the 
States? 

To  show  that  at  the  time  the  Constitution  was 
adopted,  no  such  opinion  as  this  prevailed,  Mr. 
O.  referred  |o  the  debates  bad  upon  it  in  the  Peno- 
sjlvania  Convention.  He  particularly  quoted  the 
sentiments  of  Mr.  Wilson,  who  spoke  of  this  pro- 
Tiaion  for  raiting  taxes  as  being  necessary  for  tbe 
common  defence  and  general  welfare.  Mr.  Wil- 
son expressed  himself  as  follows:  "Certainly 
Congress  should  possess  the  power  of  raising  reve- 
nue From  their  constituents  fo^  tbe  purpose  men- 
tioned in  tbe  eighth  section  of  the  first  article,  that 
is,  to  pay  tbe  debts  and  provide  for  tbe  common 
defenceand  general  weliareof  the  United  States;" 
and  again,  "  I  think  it  would  be  very  unwise  in 
this  Convention  to  refuse  to  adopt  this  Constitu- 


tion, because  it  grants  Congress  power  to  lay  and 
collect  taxes  for  the  purpose  of  providing  for  tbe 
common  defence  and  general  welfare  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates."  Mr.  G.  also  made  the  foilowingqno- 
lation  from  the  essay  signed  Publitis,  and  called 
ihe  Federalist,  written  by  the  members  of  the 
Federal  Convention,  in  defence  of  the  Constitu- 
tion before  its  adoption  : 

"  Some,  vrho  have  not  denied  the  neceaaity  of  the 
power  of  taxation,  have  groiuiiled  ■  ver;  fierce  attaA 
against  the  Constitutian  on  the  longiuge  in  which  it  ii 
defined.  It  has  been  urged  and  edlood  that  the  povrar 
'  to  laj  and  collect  taxes,  duties,  imposts,  and  cicnM, 
to  pay  the  debts,  and  provide  for  the  common  itftnoo 
■sd  general  weliarD  of  the  United  Btalas,'  ■mounts  ta 
an  unlimited  commission  to  exeroM  mttj  power  which 
maj  be  alleged  to  be  necessary  for  the  eanmou  defeBca 
□I  general  nel&re.  No  stronger  proof  could  b«  gh>«a 
of  the  diilrees  under  which  tbeae  writer*  Isbor  for  <ri>- 
Jectioiks,  than  their  stoapiog  to  inch  a  miscaostmctkn. 
Had  no  other  enumeration  or  definition  of  tbT'^awna 
of  CongiBH  been  found  in  the  Constitution,  than  tho 
ganenl  expresaioiu  juat  cited,  the  authors  of  the  otgeo- 
tioo  might  hnve  some  color  lar  it ;  though  it  would 

^  have  been  difficult  to  find  a  resson  fi>r  ao  awkward  a 
form  of  describing  an  authority  to  legislate  in  all  [»■■{- 

'  ble  cases.  A  power  to  deatroj  the  freedom  of  the  piesa, 
the  trial  by  jary,  or  even  to  regulate  the  course  of  da- 
■cents,  or  tbe  forms  of  conveyance,  must  be  very  HUgn- 
larly  eipmned  by  the  terms  'to  raise  money  for  the 
general  wel&re.'  But  what  color  can  the  objcctkiii 
have,  when  a  specification  of  the  objects  alluded  to  bj 
thaie  general  tenna  immediately  tallows,  and  is  not 
even  separated  by  a  longer  paoae  than  a  senueoloft ! 
If  the  dtflerent  puts  of  the  eame  uutmment  ought  lo 
be  so  expounded  aa  to  give  meaning  to  every  pan 
which  wiU  bear  it,  shall  one  part  of  Iha  aaine  senlanee 
be  excluded  all^lher  from  a  share  in  th«  meaning 
and  shall  the  more  doubtful  and  indefinite  terms  be  re- 
tained in  their  full  extent,  and  the  dear  and  preciaaex- 
preamona  be  denied  any  signification  whalMever  t  For 
what  purpose  could  the  enumeration  of  particniar  pow- 
ers be  inserted,  if  these  and  all  others  were  meant  lo  be 
included  in  the  preceding  general  power  1  Nothing  ia 
more  natural  or  common  than  first  to  use  a  general 
phrase,  and  then  to  explain  and  qualify  it  by  a  recital 
of  particulars.  But  the  idea  of  an  enumeration  of  per- 
ticnlus,  whidi  neither  explain  nor  quaiily  the  geiuial 
meaning,  and  can  have  no  other  efiect  than  to  coofinuid 
and  mislead,  !■  an  abaurdil;  which,  aa  we  are  reduced  te 
Ibe  dilemma  of  charging  either  on  the  author*  of  the  ob- 
jection, or  on  Uie  authors  of  Ibe  Constitulion,  we  miMI 
take  the  fibet^  of  auppoaing  had  not  its  origin  with  Ihe 
latter." 

Mr.  G.  said  he  was  well  informed  that  those 
words  had  origioelly  been  inserted  in  the  Consti- 
tution as  a'limitation  to  tbe  power  of  laying  taxee. 
After  the  limitation  had  been  agreed  lo,  and  the 
Constitutian  was  completed,  a  member  of  the 
Convention,  (he  was  one  of  the  members  who 
represented  the  State  of  Pennsylvania.)  being  one 
of  a  committee  of  revisal  and  arrangement,  at- 
tempted lo  throw  these  words  into  a  distinct  para- 
graph, so  as  to  create  not  a  limitation,  but  a  dis- 
tinct power.  Tbe  trick,  however,  was  discovered 
by  a  member  from  Connecticut,  now  deceaseil, 
and  tbe  words  restored  as  they  uow  stand.  So 
that,  Mr.  G.  said,  whether  he  referred  to  the  Coo- 
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Uitiition  iu^r,  to  the  most  able  defenders  otii.  or 
to  the  Slate  CoaTentlDna,  rhe  oalr  raiioDal  con- 
stTuciioD  which  could  be  given  lo  that  clause  wtu. 
that  it  woa  a  HmitatioD,  and  not  an  ezteuaioa  of 
powers. 

Another  gentleman  from  Massac huMIis  (Mr. 
Otis)  has  takea  a  kind  of  general  ground,  sup- 
posing that  ther«  must  exist  certain  general  pow- 
ers in  Congress  which  are  equal  to  meet  any 
possible  case.  He  could  not  say  that  he  rightly 
anderstood  the  meaning  of  that  gentleman.  11 
he  meant  that  all  power  shoulil  be  rested  in  Got- 
emmeat,  becauae  ii  is  possible  thai  occunences 
tuay  arise  which  will  call  for  the  exercise  of  them, 
h«  wosld  not  hesitate  to  say  thai  doctrine  is  cod- 
traiy  to  the  Constitation,  for  that  has  put  limits  to 
th«  powers  of  the  Ooremmeot,  and  has  said  cer- 
tain things  shall  not  be  done  by  it.  For  instance, 
it  migbt  be  thooght  neeessary,  though  neither 
■n  iaraaioa  nor  «  rebellion  had  taken  place,  to 
•Dspend  the  Habeas  Corpo*  Act,  as  bad  been  the 
ease  in  Great  Britaia  some  time  ago.  It  was  there 
represented  that  a  dangerous  conspiracy  existed 
against  the  QoTernment,  and  that,  in  order  to 
meet  it  with  effect,  it  was  neceesary  to  suspend 
the  Habeas  Corpus  Act.  Reasonioff  on  the  same 
ground,  the  gentlenlan  from  MassacEuseitx  might 
say  that  a  dangerous  con^iracy  now  exists  here, 
that  he  has  got  hold  of  the  threads  of  that  plot 
which  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  has 
pledged  hiin^f  to  this  House  a  few  days  ago  to 
pnraae  through  all  its  ramifications,  and  move  for 
a  suspension  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  Act.  But  the 
ConstitutioD  would  be  directly  against  such  a  mo- 
tioUj  as  it  is  there  said  "  it  shall  not  be  suspended, 
hot  m  cases  of  actual  rebellion  or  invasion."  So 
that  this  OoTerament  aaunot  do  everything  which 
the  gentleman  may  suppose  necessary  to  be  done. 
Or  (Tid  the  gentleman  mean  (hat  Congress  ought 
la  exercise  all  the  powers  that  may  be  vested  in 
Qo7emmen(  in  this  country?  Such  a  sentiment 
is  also  flatly  contradicted  by  the  Constitution,  as 
it  recognises  a  dirisioa  of  powers  between  the 
General  and  Slate  Oovernmeats.  Thus,  in  the 
instance  before  the  committee.  Congress  nas  the 
power  to  declare  war,  and  to  punish  any  persons 
pulty  of  treasonable  practices,  but  what  relates  to 
aliens  as  suspicious  characters,  the  Government 
of  the  United  States  has  no  cognizance  of.  it  is 
m  matter  which  remains  with  the  Stale  GoTem- 
ments  ;  and  if  there  was  any  necessity  for  passing 
R  law  on  the  subject,  there  could  be  no  doubt  it 
would  be  done  by  the  proper  Constiiuiional  au- 
diority — the  State  Governments.  Or  did  eenlle- 
men  mean  that  the  power  for  providing  for  the 
common  defence  should  absorb  all  other  powers, 
and  that  if  this  power  was  limited,  the  Constitu- 
tion is  not  wortb  a  faribing,  or  not  worth  having, 
as  the  gentleman  has  said.  Did  he  wish,  except 
the  Constitution  would  authorize  an  act  of  this 
sort,  it  should  be  oversell  Did  he  like  the  Con- 
atitniion  only  for  the  powers  it  gave,  and  not  for 
the  restraints  it  put  on  power?  Did  he  intend  to 
declare  himself  an  enemy  to  every  pan  of  the 
Coastitutton  whieh  restrains  ihe  power  of  the' 
GesMal  Goreromenl?    He  eonld  not  suppose 


that  this  was  his  opinion  ;  and  if  it  was  not,  he 
did  not  understand  what  he  meant. 

As  to  the  general  declaratiOD  contained  in  the 
preamble  of  the  Constitution,  he  would  remark 
that  the  articles  of  Confederation  under  the  old 
Congress,  had  several  expressions  of  the  same  na- 
ture. The  power  was  there  said  to  be  given  for 
the  general  defence,  showing  that  to  have  been 
the  object  of  the  Union.  T^  same  articles  gave 
power  to  Consress  to  declare  war,  and  several 
other  powers  of  a  general  nature:  in  which  such 
a  power  might  equally  be  supposed  to  be  included ; 
and  it  was  on  this  account  that  he  stated  that  the 
old  Congress  never  acted  on  this  subject,  merelf 
because  the  general  powers  of  both  Clovernmentt 
being  nearly  similar,  the  opinion  of  the  old  Con-. 
grcsa.  in  relation  to  their  own  authority,  was  ap- 
plicable to  the  present  instance. 

In  opposing  this  bill,  it  might  not  be  supposed 
to  be  necessary  to  go  further  than  to  show  that 
the  pown  of  passing  a  law  like  the  present,  had 
not  been  given  to  this  Government.  But  it  so 
happened  that,  supposing  he  was  mistaken  in  that 
position,  another  clause  expressly  prohibited  tha 
exercise  of  that  power  for  the  present,  even  if  il 


did. 


.    all.    He  would,  therefore,  procee 
e  some  of  the  objections  which  haJ  been  nrg- 


the  Constitution,  which  says  that 
Congress  shall  not  prohibit  the  migration  en  such 
persons  as  the  States  choose  to  admit    It  was  in-  ' 
sisted,  by  a  new  construction  of  the  wdrd  admit,  . 
that  it  required  a  positive  law  of  a  State  lo  show  '' 
that  a  State  exercised  Ibis  power,  and  that  so  long  | 
as  a  Slate  had  not  paned  a  law  upon  the  subject,  i 
declaring  that  they  do  admit  persons  of  the  deserip-   , 
lion  mentioned  in  this  bill,  Congreta  have  a  right  to    > 
pass  a  law  upon  it.    By  this  ooctrine  a  new  kind    j 
of  construction  of  the  Constitution  will  result ;    ' 
for  there  must  not  only  be  a  eoneurrent  aathority 
between  the  Slates  and  the  United  States,  bat 
also  contnidietory  powers.    So  that,  if  CongreM  . 
were  to  pass  a  law  on  the  subject  before  the  com- 
mittee, the  States  might  each  of  them  pass  a  law  ' 

But  Mr.  G.  took  it  for  granted  that,  whatever 
is  not  prohibited  is  permitted  ;  and,  so  loog  as  no 
law  ot  any  State  pronibits  the  admission  ofaliena. 
he  supposed  all  are  admitted.  Indeed,  the  admis- 
sion is  recognised  bv  laws  in  every  State.  Of  that 
description  were  tne  lawi  in  wbich  some  States 
allow  aliens  to  possess  lands ;  in  other  States  de- 
clare that  the  estate  of  an  alien  dying  in  this 
country,  and  leaving  no  heirs  here,  will  go  to  hk 
nearest  of  kin  in  a  foreign  eotmtry,  Aa, 

Again,  it  was  said,  that  this  clause  relates 
solely  to  slaves,  as  aa  exception  granted  to  the 
power  of  regulating  commerce.  Mie  allowed  this 
provision  was  chiefly  intended  to  secure  the  im- 
portation of  slaves.  He  believed  the  regulaiioa 
of  the  migration  of  persons  to  the  United  Statea, 
was  not  included  in  the  power  redialing  com- 
merce, because  the  voliuiary  migration  of  free 
persons  was  not,  like  the  importaiion  of  slaves, 
an  object  of  trade,  and,  therefore,  that  it  was  un- 
necessary to  have  introdnetd  this  clau^  in  rata- 
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tiOQ  to  the  migration  of  free  person*,  as  an  ezcep' 
tioo  to  a  power  which  did  doi  exist.  Indeed^  the 
geotleman  from  Massachuietti  maniioiied  this  as 
ta  argumeot  to  show  thit  (he  general  power  of 
regulating  cnigrBtioD  existed, in  the  General  Got- 
wnment.  If  not,  why,  he  asked,  was  this  article 
introduced?  In  answer  to  this  argument,  which 
supposes  thai  this  clause  relates  to  free  people,  he 
would  onlf  refer  the  Keotleman  to  the  Consdtu- 
utn,  which  had  expressif  guarded  against  the  dan- 
ger of  a  similar  construction,  by  declaring,  in  the 
eleventh  amendment,  ibat  "the  en  u  me  ration  in 
the  Constitution  of  certain  rights,  shall  not  be  eon- 
•trued  to  deny  or  disparage  others  retaine^l  by  the 
peorie." 

But  (he  only  nse  he  meant  to  make  of  this 
elaas«,  in  support  of  liis  opinion,  was  this :  Whe- 
ther it  was  necessary,  in  relation  to  free  persons, 
oinot{  and,  whalerer  mishi  have  been  the  ia- 
t«ation  of  the  framen  of  ine  ConstitutioDj  it  must 
be  taken  as  it  now  stands.  The  word  nttgratian. 
•s  contradisiiogtusbed  from  the  word  importa- 
tum,  could  only  apply  to  a  free  act  of  the  will, 
wid  to  the  Toluntary  arrival  of  free  persons  com- 
ing to  this  country,  in  the  same  manner  as  the 
word  importation  could  only  apply  to  slaves 
brought  into  the  United  States  without  their  con- 
■ent ;  and  the  word  penont  was  of  the  most  gen- 
eral acceptatioD,  and  could  by  no  means  excfude 
free  emigrants.  That  this  even  was  well  under- 
otood,  at  the  time  of  the  adoption  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, he  would  prove  by  the  following  quotation 
from  Mr.  Wilson's  speech,  in  the  debater  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Convention :  "  The  gentleman  (Idr. 
Findley)  says,  that  it  is  unfortunate  in  another 
jNiinlof  view;  it  means  to  prohibit  the  introduc- 
tion of  white  people  from  Europe,  as  this  tax  may 
deter  them  from  coming  amongst  us;  a  little  im- 
partiality and  attention  will  discover  the  care  that 
the  Convention  took  in  selecting  their  lan^age. 
The  words  are  the  migTaliiM  or  imiporUUion  of 
Mtch  persons  shall  not  be  prohibited  by  Congress 
pciw  to  the  year  leOS,  bat  a  tas  or  duir  may  be 
unpoMd  on  such  importatia»i  it  is  observable 
here,  thai  the  term  migration  a  dropped,  when  a 
lax  or  duty  is  mentiooed  j  so  that  poo^ress  have 
power  to  impose  the  tax  oply  on  those  imported." 

The  arsument,  therefore,  stood  thus:  Either 
4be  geoetw  power  of  preventing  the  migration  of 
•lien*  is  included  in  the  powers  given  by  the 
Constitution  to  Congress,  or  it  is  not.  If  it  ts  not 
■included,  and  that  was  bis  decided  opinion,  the 
present  bill  is  unconstitutional.    But  it  by  impli- 


cation,  it  may  be  derived  from  any  of  tne  speei 
powers  given  to  Congress,  whether  that  of  ref. 
uting  commerce,  of  declaring  war,  or  of  any 


other,  or  if  it  be  included  in  a  supposed  general 
power  oi  providing  for  the  common  defence  and 
general  welfare,  even,  in  thai  case^  its  exercise  is 
prohibited  to  Congress,  by  this  clause,  till  the  year 
1806,  and,  <m  this  ground,  the  present  bill  is  also 
nnconati  rational. 

Hf.  G.  thought,  when  a  constructive  power  of 
this  kind  was  claimed,  it  was  time  that  a  stand 
ahonld  ha  made  against  iL  He  looked  upon  the 
.ptoviaion  not  oaly  as  tucoBstitutiooal,  but  as  of  a 


most  arbitrary  nature,  grounded  upqn  a  supposi- 
tioo  which  has  uot  been  proved,  and  upon  another 
which  does  not  exist.  The  supposition  is  not 
proved  that  the  measure  is  necessary  on  accouai 
ofdangef  to  beapprehenUed,  from  there  being  alieni 
residentinthecountry  dangerous  to  its  peace.  The 
persons  from  whom  this  danger  is  apprehended, 
aie  either  alien  friendi  or  alien  enemies.  So  fu 
as  relates  to  the  latter,  they  are  provided  for  ia 
another  bill.  The  whole  of  the  arguments  ou 
this  bill,  therefore,  are  applicable  only  to  alien 
friend*.  And  here  he  must  take  notice  that,  al- 
though Coflgfess  has  not  the  power  to  remove  alien 
frieodr,  it  cannot  be  inferred,  as  had  been  objeG^ 
edj  that  it  had  not  the  power  to  remove  alien  ene- 
mi» ;  this  last  authority  resulted  from  the  power 
to  make  all  laws  necessary  to  carry  into  effect  out 
of  (he  specific  powers  given  by  the  Constitution. 
Among  thefc  powers  is  that  of  declarinjr  war, 
which  includes  that  of  making  prisoners  ^  wu, 
and  of  making  resitlalions  with  respect  to  alien 
enemies,  who  are  [table  to  be  treated  as  priio 


enemies,  « 

of  war.  By  virtue  of  that  power,  and  in  order  to 
oarry  it  into  effect,  Coiigiess  could  dispose  of  the 
persons  and  property  ofalien  enemies  as  it  thinks 
nt,  provided  it  he  according  to  the  laws  of  nations 
tai  to  treaties. 

No  facts  had  appeared,  with  respect  to  alien  ■ 
friends,  which  require  these  arbitrary  means  to 
be  employed  against  them.  If  there  are  gentle- 
men possessed  of  facts  of  this  kind,  it  is  their  duty 
to  lay  them  before  the  House.  But  whilst  these 
proofs  are  held  back,  gentlemen  have  a  right  to 
say  DO  necessity  exists  for  such  a  measure.  He .' 
supposed  gentlemen  who  spoke  with  so  much 
confidence  oa  this  subject,  must  be  poMessed  of 
&cts  unknown  to  him,  otherwise  they  would  be 
unjustifiable  in  creating  a  oroundless  alarm ;  but 
the  House  had  a  right  to  inquire  what  the  facts 
are,  if  they  did  exist,  and  whether  they  relate  to 
alien  friends  or  alien  enemies. 

He  would  not  only  say  that  this  bill  was  foiud-'' 
ed  on  a  Buppositioo  which  was  not  proved,  but, 
also,  that  it  took  for  granted  another  position 
which  did  not  exist.  If  there  be  any  danger,  it  i* 
certainly  such  as  may  be  puoished  by  thelaws  of 
our  coimlry,  without  adopting  a  measure  of  this 
kind.  The  laws  of  the  United  States  will  reach 
alien  friends  if  guilty  of  seditious  or  tteasonabU 
practices,  as  well  as  citizens.    Aud  if  the  law  i« 


Cishments  to  be  accurately  defined ;  and  be 
.  ed  gentlemen  who  profess  to  be  warm  support- 
ers of  this  Government  and  Constitution,  will  not 
say  that  it  is  not  in  our  power  to  reach  the  object 
And  if  it  be  necessary  to  send  certain  persons  out 
of  the  country,  on  account  of  their  mal-practicfls, 
he  trusted  laws  would  be  framed  f<»  the  purpoee  of 
punishing  them,  and  that  they  would  not  De  left 
without  trial,  subject  to  the  arbitrary  control  of 
one  man  only. 

This  bill  not  only  was  grounded  upon  a  sup- 
posed necessity  which  did  not  exist,  but  it  appear- 
ed to  him  that  if  it  was  passed,  a  bill  of  a  umilnr 
nature  nuy  be  brought  u,  in  relation  to  eitiuBt 
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of  the  United  Stales.  This  bill  is  ciUed  a  bill 
conceToiDg  aliens;  but  ia  its  cODsequeacea  it  af- 
fects citizens  as  much  as  aliens ;  for  he  cilled  upon 
the  supporters  of  this  bill  to  show  him  a  siagle 
cltfbse  in  the  Constitution  which  has  b«en  referred 
to  in  support  of  ihi^  bill,  which  would  not  equally 
iuatify  a  similar  measure  against  citizens  of  the 
X^niled  Stales.  And,  so  far  as  relates  to  the  ne> 
eessity  of  the  bill,  the  plea  may  be  equally  made 
against  citizens  as  agaiiiHi  alieaa ;  for  what  is  the 
eroand  upon  which  this  power  is  claiined  t  It  is 
hj  virtue  of  the  power  vested  in  Congress  to  regu- 
late commerce.  And  what  is  this  power  1  It  is 
"to  regulate  commerce  with  forei^  nations,  and 
among  the  sereraJ  States,  and  with  the  Indian 
tribes."  Therefore,  if  by  virtue  of  the  power 
of  Congress  lo  regulate  commerce  with  for- 
eign nations,  they  can  remove  foreigners  from 
the  country  b^  the  same  reasoning,  fbad  reason- 
ing he  knew  ii  was.)  they  had  a  similar  power  of 
Kmoving  citizens  of  the  several  Slates.  And 
when  another  gentleman  tells  us  that  the  power 
is  claimed  undercerlain  powers  given  to  Congress 
to  provide  for  the  common  defence  and  general 
welfare,  will  it  not  apply  to  ciiizeni  as  well  as 
aliens  1  II  certainly  would,  since  they  might  argue 
that  seditious  and  turbulent  citizens  might  be  as 
dangerous  to  the  peace  of  &e  country,  as  aliens  of 
a  similar  description ;  and  when  ^ntlemen  are 
disposed  to  treat  the  Constitation  in  this  way  to 
come  at  aliens,  he  had  no  doubt  ihey  would  be 
equally  readf  to  do  it  against  citizens  whenever 
they  snail  wish  to  do  so. 

Or  wilt  gentlemen  say  that  the  Constitution  af- 
fords a  secuiity  to  citizens  which  it  does  not  ex- 
tend toaliens?  He  knew  the  rights  of  aliens  are 
limited  ;  but  if  we  can  dispense  wiih  the  law  to- 
wards them,  we  may  also  do  it  wttb  respect  to 


I  citizens  have,  when  they  see  a  bill  like 
thepresent  pass  into  a  lawl  What,  said  he,  have 
we  Aeard  on  this  floor  ?  The  member  from  Con- 
necticut (Mr.  Allen)  objected  to  the  bill  for  pre- 
venting and  restraining  seditious  persons.  What 
w&e  his  objections?  That  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  had,  in  all  criminal  cases,  said 
the  trial  by  jury  should  remain  sacred.  By 
that  bill  power  was  given  to  the  Judges  to  de- 
termine certain  facts;  and,  in  order  to  remedy 
that  objection,  and  to  provide  a  belter  securitr  for 
the  persons  amenable  to  tbal  law,  what  did  he 
{HopoBel  To  take  the  power  from  the  Judges. 
and  give  it  entirely  lo  the  President  of  the  United 


Again,  with  reepect  to 
p«s,  what  do  gentlemen  Si 
to  iireveni  any  man  from 


the  writ  of  habeas  cot- 
iv  1  They  say  it  is  only 
oeing  imprisoned  in  an 


describM  the  cases 

reatation  end  imprin  _ 

spension  of  that  law ;  thai  it  to  say,  the 
habeas  corpus  is  designed  to  prevent  arbitrary  im- 
prisonment, or  what  the  eentleman  calls  iUegal 
imprisonment ;  but.  according  to  this  doctrine,  if 
ytm  give,  by  law,  the  powar  to  the  President  »f 


arbitrary  imprisonment,  that  power  being  thus 
given  by  law,  is  on  that  account  no  longer  ille|^l 


nor  arbitrary.  That  was  the  kind  uf  : 
which  citizens  might  expect  to  derive  from  tbe 
clause  of  the  Constitution  which  related  to  the 
writ  of  habeas  corpus.  That  privilege  was  to  be 
doneaWiiy  by  a  legal  distinction. 

By  the  seventh  amendmeni  lo  our  Constitution, 
it  is  provided  that  "no  person  shall  be  deprived 
of  life,  liberty,  or  property,  without  due  process  of 
law."  AccotdingtothedoctrtiieofthegentlemaB, 
Congress  may  give,  by  law,  the  power  to  the  Presi- 
dmt,  or  any  one  elne,  lo  deprive  a  citizen  of  hia 
liberty  or  properly,  and  the  act  of  giving  that  pow- 
er by  law,  will  be  called  the  due  process  of  law 
contemplated  by  the  Coostitution. 

The  gentleman  from  Maasachuselts  allowed 
that  there  exists  in  the  State  Giovernmenis  a  pow- 
er to  r^ulate  the  migration  of  aliens,  and  toadmU 
the  arrival  uf  such  as  are  described  in  this  bill; 
but  he  said  that,  as  they  had  forborne  to  exercise 
the  power,  the  United  Statrs  might,  wiib  propri- 
ety, pass  a  law  on  the  subject ;  but  that  any  one  of 
the  Slates  migbi  prereoi  its  execution.  He  there- 
fore allowed  a  power  in  the  States  to  prevent  the 
execution  of  the  law,  and  the  only  reason  why,  in 
bis  opinion,  if  this  bill  passed,  it  would  not  be  at 
once  adeaa  letter,  was  grounded  on  the  constme- 
tion  he  put  on  the  word  "  admit." 

But  Mr.  G.  would  go  further,  and  ssy  that  the 
States  and  the  State  Judiciary  would,  indeed  they 
must,  consider  the  lawasa  mere  nullity,  they  must 
declare  it  to  be  unconstitutional ;  for  no  one,  ex- 
cept the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  ever  would 
suppose  that  aliens  were  noi  aow  admilied  by  the 
States^  and,  on  his  own  ground,  whenever  they 
were  inus  admitted,  the  law  was  at  an  end. 

A  gentleman  had  said  that  Slates  must  claim 
only  local  powers,  general  ones  beiAg  placed  in 
the  Oeneral  Oovernmenl.  But  the  present  l»U 
was  more  of  a.  local  than  of  a  general  nature. 
Those  States  whose  population  is  fulLaadto  which 
few  migratioDi  take  place,  are  little  concerned  in 
this  question,  unless,  indeed,  to  check  the  popula- 
tion of  other  States,  and  (o  keep  a  preponderance 
in  their  hands,  bean  object  with  them.  It  was  of 
consequence  only  to  those  States  wboae  populs* 
tion  is  thin,  and  whose  policy  it  has  always Ven  u> 
encourage  emigration.  Amongst  these,  he  placed 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania.  Indeed,  be  had  al>- 
ways  thought  it  was  ihe  general  policy  of  this 
country ;  he  believed  it  had  oulv  been  the  vicv 
ience  of  party  which  had  creaiea  any  diXereoce 
of  opinion  on  the  subject.  It  had  been  an  estab- 
lished principle  in  Pennsylvania,  frota  its  first 
establishment  to  the  preiieDi  lime,  and  every  *a- 
>oaragement  bad  been  held  out  to  emigraois  of  all 
lations.  On  this  account,  if  this  bill  passes,  there 
vill  be  ten  times  the  number  of  people  under  its 
operation,  and  the  arbitrary  power  of  the  Presi- 
dent in  this  State,  than  there  will  be  in  all  tha 
New  England  States  put  together.  BmigratioD, 
he  said,  had  been  very  ascfnl  to  P«u>svlvaiua.  It 
is  owing  to  it  that  lis  population  had,  within  a 
little  more  than  a  century,  reached  its  present  ez- 
'     Nor  had  die  misMre  of  emigration  ftma 
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Great  Briiaia  aad  G«rmaii]r  produced  any  bad 


u  good  AS  any  of  ber  sisier  States. 

A  temporary  sacrifice  bai  already  been  msde 
by  that  Slate,  by  tbe  new  naiuralizaiioQ  law, 
wbicb  makes  it  necessary  for  a  foreigner  to  reside 
fburtecD  yeara  in  the  country  before  be  can  be- 
come a  citizea.  Whea  tbat  bill  waa  under  con- 
■ideration,  the  friends  of  it  said,  tbey  wished  to 
nre  security  to  the  peraoDs  and  property  of  aliens. 
Dut  tliey  did  not  wish  them  to  have  any  political 
influence  in  the  country.  Tbat  point  was  yielded 
without  a  struggle,  aitnough,  from  the  establish- 
ment of  tbe  Province  of  Pennsylvania  to  this  day, 
no  more  than  two  years'  residence  had  ever  been 
le^uired  by  the  Provincial  or  State  laws,  to  natu- 
ralize a  foreigner  ;  and  let  it  be  remembered  tbat 
tke  Declaration  of  Independence,  in  tbe  enumera- 
tion of  the  complaints  of  America  against  tbe 
Kingof  Qreat  Britain,  stales  that  "he  baa  endea- 
vored to  prevent  ibe  population  of  these  States, 
for  tbat  purpose  obstructing  ibe  laws  for  the  na- 
turalization of  foreigners,  refusing  to  pass  nthers 
to  encourage  their  migration  hitner,"  &e.  Tbe 
present  bill  related  not  to  any  political  rights ;  it 
affected  the  civil  rights,  the  personal  liberty,  the 
properly  of  aliens.  It  subjects  them  to  a  removal, 
upon  suspicion,  and  that  at  the  will  of  one  man. 
It  was  not  only  a  refusal  to  encourage  migrationsj, 
it  was  a  bill  to  prevent  migrations.  And  in  such 
a  bill,  assuming  a  power  belonging  to  herself  and 
not  to  the  United  States,  and  aflecting  her  popu- 
lation and  proapeiity  to  such  an  extent,  FenU' 
aylvania  was  immediately  and  deeply  concerned. 

Mr.  G.  admitted,  there  might  be  cases  in  which 
it  migbt  be  proper  to  transport  persons  tor  crimes, 
but  the  punishment  should  intnatcaaebeiaflicted 
upon  conviction  of  crimes,  and  not  as  a  measure 
of  caution,  to  be  efiected  on  mere  suspicion,  by  the 
arbitrary  power  of  one  individnal. 

Mr.  Q.  conclude 
loss  for  the  cause  of  the 
No  ground  had  been  shown  for  it ;  if  any  reason 
could  be  adduced,  he  supposed  the  States,  whose 
duty  it  is,  would  be  as  ready  to  guard  against  tbe 
dreaded  evils,  as  the  General  Government,  whose 
duty  it  is  not;  and  he  thought  any  evils  which 
may  exist  would  be  belter  provided  for  in  tbe 
usual  way,  than  by  placing  so  extraordinary  a 
power  ia  thehands  of  tbe  President  ofthe  United 

Mr.  Gordon  said,  the  United  States  bad  cer- 
tainly the  right  to  withdraw  their  protection  to 
■liens,  whenever  they  thought  proper,  notwith- 
standing all  tbat  had  been  said  by  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania.  He  would  endeavor,  in  a 
few  words,  to  show  that  such  a  power  does  exist, 
and  that  the  execution  of  it  is  only  bounded  by 
sound  discretion.  The  question  is,  whether,  under 
existing  circtmistances,  the  United  Slates  have 
not  the  power  to  order  foreigners  to  depart  from 
the  country  who  have  been  guilty  of  ireasonable 
or  seditious  practices  abroadl  He  bad  no  doubt 
on  this  subject;  it  isaqueslionj  in  hismind,  which 
ndndM  the  very  existence  of  QovemmenL  The 


sovereign  power  of  every  nation  possesses  it ;  it  is 
wwer  possessed  by  Government  to  protect 
if;  and,  in  bis  opinion,  ought  now  to  be  ex- 

It  has  been  said,  that  there  is  no  specific  pofter 
in  tbe  Constitution  upon  which  this  proposition 
can  be  supported;  and  he  knew  it  ban  been  said 
tbat  it  was  necessary  that  all  the  acts  of  Consress 
should  be  founded  upon  express  provisions  of  (he 
Constitution ;  yet  he  believed  thai  House  had  done 
a  lariety  of  acts  for  which  it  had  no  express  pow- 
er. He  asked  whether  Confess  bad  any  author- 
ity in  the  Constitution  to  institute  a  Bank  1  The; 
had  not:  yet  tbey  bad  done  it.  Another  case  :  in 
tbe  treaty  between  this  country  and  Great  Britsin, 
it  is  stipulated  that  any  murderer  who  shall  tak« 
refuge  in  one  country  from  the  other  shall  be  gt  v- 
ip,  though  no  filause  in  the  Constitution  ati- 
izes  such  a  power.  This  is  a  case  somewhat 
analogous  to  the  present;  and  if  the  States  had 
tbe  power  to  protect  offenders  of  the  kind  men- 
tioned in  this  bill,  they  might  also  protect  murder- 
ers. But  tbe  right  of  Congress  to  regulate  this 
business,  arises  from  the  power  of  making  war, 
and  providing  for  tbe  general  welfare;  and  the 
arguments  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
ftivor  of  passing  a  law  in  respect  to  alien  ene- 
es,  would  show  it  to  be  right  also  to  pass  a  law 
of  this  kind.  If  the  House  make  the  express  let- 
ter of  the  Constitution  the  rule  of  their  power,  he 
denied  tbat  they  had  any  power  to  make  the  r^u- 
letions  proposed  to  be  rnade  with  respect  to  alien 
'es.  But  is  it  not  absurd  to  say,  at  a  lime 
__  the  United  States  are  about  to  enter  upon  a 
r,  and  the  country  is  filled  with  the  natives  of 


may  make  war,  but  cannot  do  a  less  hostile  act  ? 
If  we  possess  this  right,  upon  what  is  it  founded, 
but  upon  the  ground  that  Ibe  safety  of  the  com- 
tiranicy  must  be  provided  farl  And,  pursuing  this 
principle,  it  will  equally  apply  to  the  aliens  of 
other  countries.  For  sttppose,  at  some  future  time, 
there  shall  be  as  many  aliens  of  various  nations 
as  citizens  in  the  UnitM  States ;  and  suppose  tbe 
United  Stales  should  be  engaged  in  war  with  any 
one  of  ihe  nations  of  Europe,  might  not  such  B 
band  of  men,  if  suffered  to  remain,  prove  the  de- 
struction of  the  country  1  Tbey  certainly  mi^ht, 
and  no  nation  would  act  so  unwisely  as  to  give 
them  an  opportunity  of  becoming  so. 

But  the  senlleman  from  Pennsylvania  says, 
that  this  bilfis  a  violation  of  tbe  rights  of  aliens, 
as  it  takes  from  them  tlte  right  of  a  trial  by  jurr, 
secured  by  the  Constitution.  This,  Mr.  G.  denieo. 
This  bill,  he  said,  does  not  contemplate  a  crime, 
but  directs  that  aliens  shall  be  apprehended  od 
suspicion,  and  sent  out  of  the  country.  It  ia 
only  when  tbey  refuse  to  obey  the  order,  that  a 
crime  is  commuted,  and  then  tbey  are  to  be  tried 
by  a  jury  eqnally  with  citizens  of  this  country. 

The  gentleman  has  informed  the  House,  tluit 
tbe  Constitutions  of  the  United  States  and  of  the 
individual  States  have  limited  the  powers  of  GoT- 
emment,  beyond  which  they  cannot  go.  But  this 
limitatioD,  it  mttat  be  allowed,  ean  only  respect 
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iei  to  ma^  this  arliete  appl^,  it  will  be  o«ce 
y  either  to  bring  this  biU  wiiliia  the  letter  c 


those  for  whose  use  and  beoeEt  these  Constilu- 
tioDs  were  fortned.  This  bill  does  Dot  afiect  tay 
of  these  persons.    It  reUiles  oaly  to  aliens- 

But,  it  was  said,  Congress  is  expressly  prohibit- 
ed from  makiDg  a  law  like  the  preseat,  ay  the  first 
parasraph  of  the  aiath  section  of  the  Constitutioa, 
which  provides  that  the  migratioQ  of  any  persons 
whom  the  States  choose-  lo  admit,  shalfnot  be 

, ;d  weviouslv  to  T 

order  to 

sary  eitfa  _.  _^  ._. 

the  spirit  of  that  clause  of  the  Conali 

denied  that  it  was  withfn  either.  It  had  been  said, 
that  this  clause  was  intended  lo  secure  the  import- 
ation of  slaves  to  those  SlateKof  the  Union  which 
are  concerned  in  slaves,  and  the  migratioo  of  for- 
eigneis  to  other  States  who  wanted  inhabitants. 
Bat  as  this  hill  proposes  only  to  affect  persons  of 
a  certain  description,  which  ke  supposed  it  could 
not  be  the  intEiest  of  any  State  to  remain  in  it, 
be  thought  it  could  not  be  reasonably  objected  to. 
If  any  genlletnan  could  suppose  that  there  is  a 
State  in  the  Union  which  would  desire  to  retain 
in  their  society  persons  who  have  been  coDvicted 
of  felony,  or  who  are  notorious  fugitives  from 
justice  on  charges  of  treason  or  sediuon,  he  must 
Lave  a  strange  idea  of  such  a  State,  and  it  was 
what  he  hin^elf  could  not  credit.  This  bill,  he 
said,  was  not  intended  to  cut  off  migrations  to  this 
country,  but  merely  to  serve  a  temporary  pur- 
pose, and  therefore  could  not  militate  agaiasi 
the  article  of  the  Constitution  which  had  been 

It  bad  been  said,  that  this  bill  would  be  a  viola- 
tion of  the  habeas  corpus  act.  It  was  a  little  ez- 
tnordinary  that  any  gentleman  should  have  as- 
serted this.  There  is  nothing  in  this  bill  to  pre- 
Tcnt  a  person  from  being  brought  before  a  Judge. 
His  rignt,  in  this  respect,  is  no  i^y  impaired  Oy 
this  bill.  The  only  difference  which  it  makes,  is, 
that  persons  in  this  situation  would  have  (o  submit 
to  a  new  law. 

If  no  law  of  this  kind  was  passed,  it  would  be 
in  the  power  of  an  individual  Slate  to  introduce 
Bucb  a  number  of  aliens  into  the  country, as  might 
aot  only  be  dangerous,  ^ut  as  might  be  sufficient 
to  overturn  the  Qoveniment,  and  introduce  the 


nation  with  which  we  me  likdy  soon  to  be  at  war. 
what  would  be  tike  remedy  1  The  President  would 
have  power  to  remove  them  as  soon  as  war  shall 
liave  Men  declared.  But,  suppose  they  shall  come 
iiom  a  naUon  with  whom  we  ate  at  peace  t  They 
might  settle  all  over  the  United  States,  they  would 
be  i>rotecied,  and  they  might  organize  themselves 
against  the  OovernmenL  And,  can  the  Govern- 
meat  be  so  deficient  iu  power,  as  not.  to  be  able  to 
provide  against  snch  a  mischief  7  To  suppose  this 
'wonld  be  to  suppose  ^at  the  very  existence  of  the 
Union  is  in  the  power  of  a  single  State. 

The  United  States  have  guarantied  to  the  indi- 
vidual States  a  Republican  form  of  Qovernment ; 
but,  if  one  State  admit  so  many  aliens  into  it  as 
to  produce  a  change  iu  its  system  of  Oovemmenl, 
the  United  States  would  be  obliged  to  use  force 
5ih  CoH.— 63 


to  recover  it,  if  no  other  remedy  could  be  bad. 
It  was  said,  a  law  like  this  had  never  before 
been  attempted ;  but,  it  mieht  also  be  said,  there 
never  was  a  time  when  the  United  States  werew 
accessible  as  at  this  time,  aikd  therefore  uucommoo 
measures  were  justifiable.  Gentlemen  say  Law& 
may  be  made  for  the  pusiihmentof  these  persons, 
without  giving  so  strong  a  power  to  the  Fresident. 
But,  can  laws,  said  Mr.  G.,  reach  the  hearts  of 
meni  Persons  who  come  here  with  a  view  of 
overturning  the  Government,  will  not  commit  auj 
overt  act  which  shall  brioff  them  under  the  lawa 
of  the  country.  He  trusted,  therefore,  the  preseat 
bill  would  be  passed. 

Mr.  Otis  said,  the  gentleman  from  Peunsylvft- 
nia  had  noticed  some  thin^  which  he  bad  said, 
and  had  attributed  other  things  10  him  which  he 
did  not  say.  He  should  not  attempt  to  vindicate 
arguments  which  he  did  not  make  use  of  j  but  he 
would  trouble  the  committee  with  a  few  remarks 
to  illustrate  tbe  princifdes  on  which  he  originally 
vindicated  the  bill,  and  upon  which  he  stiU 
thought  it  might  be  easily  defended. 

It  could  not  fairly  be  deaied,  that  it  was  the 
design  of  the  Federal  Constitution  to  embrace  all 
our  exterior  relations.  The  great  objects  of  peace 
and  war,  n^otiations  with  for^gn  countries,  th« 
general  peace  and  welfare  of  the  United  Statea, 
must  be  provided  for  and  maintained  by  the 
National  Government ;  no  other  authority  is  com- 
petent to  these  great  duties ;  no  other  can  judge 
of  the  necessity  of  measures  preparatory  to  the 
national  defence,  aoi  enforce  such  measures  with 
general  effect. 

If  Congress  has  the  right  to  defend  the  Uoioa, 
it  has  certainly  a  right  to  prepare  for  defence. 
And  if  ^y  specific  power  had  been  claimed  br 
[be  individual  States  which  was  inconsistent  witt 
this  general  power,  it  must  vaiush  before  the  ob- 
ligation of  the  General  Qovernment  to  provide 
for  the  common  defence. 

But  he  did  not  think  tbe  power  of  admittiBg 
foreigners,  which  it  was  contended  for  by  the  geib- 
lleman  from  Pennsylvania  remained  with  llM 
States,  was  inconsistent  with  the  right  of  ezpell- 
iog  dangerous  persons,  which  he  cuiimed  for  tbe 
General  Government.  That  gentleman,  Mr.  O, 
said,  had  interrogated  him  in  a  very  extraordinary 
manner.  He  has  asked  whether  he  wished  to 
overturn  the  Constitution  ?  He  should  certainly 
answer,  No ;  he  did  not  wish  to  overturn,  but  to 

S reserve  it  a^inst  the  attempts  of  insidious  and 
angerous  aliens,  and  he  thought  this  bill  necea- 
lary  for  that  purpose.  He  cousideted  and  fi4- 
lowed  the  Constitution  as  a  lamp  to  hit  path; 
whereas  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  would 
make  it  a  mere  igma  fatuut,  calculated  to  ba- 
wilder  and  mislead. 

Mr.  O.  agreed  that  the  construction  was  jiul 
which  the  gentleman  put  upon  the  first  article  of 
the  eighth  section  of  tbe  Constitution,  and  that  to 
provide  for  tbe  common  defence  and  general  wel- 
fare was  tbe  end  of  the  powers  recited  in  the  firtt 
part  of  that  section,  and  that  the  powers  weM 
merely  the  means.  But  this  is  equally  the  end  of 
all  the  other  powers  given  to  Congress  by  all  tike 
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articles  of  this  seetion,  ao  tbat  these  words  migbl, 
with  propriety,  be  underbtood  aa  if  ihey  were 
added  to  every  clause  ia  it,  and  thus,  from  the 
whole  section,  it  appeared  clear  that  Congress  has 
a  right  to  make  war  for  the  cotumoD  defence  and 
general  welfare,  and  of  course  to  do  erery thing 
which  is  neceisarv  to  prepare  for  such  a  state. 
And  shall  we,  said  Mr.  O.,  allow  that  the  States 
hare  a  right  to  defeat  this  power?  Ifwefiadmeu 
in  this  country  endeavoring  to  spread  sedirion  and 
discord  ;  who  hare  auisted  in  laying  other  coun- 
tries prostrate ;  whose  hands  are  reeking  with 
blood,  and  whose  hearts  rankle  with  hattM  to- 
wards us— have  we  not  the  power  to  shake  off 
these  firebrands  1  Certainly  we  have.  They  were 
admitted  here  under  the  rights  of  hospitality,  exer- 
cised by  nations  towards  friendly  strangers ;  but 
when  they  become  dangerous  and  hostile,  we  cer- 
tainlT  have  a  rigbi  to  send  them  away.  What 
■  will  be  onr  situation,  if  any  one  of  the  States  may 
retain  a  number  of  men,  whose  residence  shall  be 
prOTeably  dangerous  to  the  safety  of  the  IJniied 
States?  If  such  State  should  Judge  proper  to 
make  regulations  on  the  subjeci,  it  could  only 
banish  a  person  from  its  tertiiory.  So  ihal  per- 
sons of  this  description,  stamped  with  infamy  in 
their  own  oountry,  and  plotting  treasons  against 
ours,  may  remain  in  some  pan  of  the  territory  of 
the  United  States,  while  Congress  has  not  the 
power  to  get  rid  of  them  until  all  the  States  concur 
in  (be  same  object. 

If  this  was  the  dilemma  into  which  we  are  re- 
dueed  by  the  Federal  compact,  it  might  as  well 
hare  never  been  made,  for  a  QovernmEol  that  is 
prevented  from  exercising  an  authority  which 
may  be  necessary  to  its  existence,  ia  not  better 
than  no  Qovernment  at  all ;  and  if  the  iadiridual 
States  have  the  means  of  frustrating  the  views  of 
the  Qeneral  Oovernment  in  the  exercise  of  its 
pc^ren,  the  present  Constitution  would  have  no 
advantage  over  the  old  Confederation.  The  sim- 
IjJe  ground  on  whieh  the  gueition  stood  woa  this, 
Can  the  right  of  exputsion  be  exercised  by  the 
United  States,  without  infrinf^g  the  right  of  ad- 
mission, which  is  reserved  to  the  individual  States? 
And  gentlemen,  to  demonstrate  the  collision  of 
these  powers,  put  an  extreme  case,  and  suppose 
(hat  Congress  may  send  out  of  the  country  all  the 
aliens  who  should  be  admitted  by  any  State,  and 
thus  render  nugatory  the  right  of  importation  re- 
served to  the  Slates.  But  this  is  the  old-fashioned 
way  of  arguing  from  a  presumed  abuse  of  power. 
It  isonethingto  banish  all  aliens  indiscriminately, 
and  a  very  different  thing  to  banish  a  few  indi- 
Tidnals  of  suspicious  character.  It  ia  in  the  na- 
ture of  a  punishment  for  supposed  offences,  and 
there  is  no  fear  of  involving  innocence  with  guilt. 
Aliens  do  not  claim  an  exemption  from  punish- 
tnent  for  offences  affainst  the  United  States— 
when  found  guilty  orcrimes.  the  Courts  can  sen- 
tence them  to  be  imprisoned,  or  to  be  punished 
with  death.  And  yet  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
•ylvania  might  as  well  say  that  such  senteoces  are 
unconstitutional,  because  the  Courts  migbl  tm- 
priaon  or  hang  up  aliens  as  fast  as  they  are  ad- 
mitted into  any  Sute. 


Mr.  0.  contended  that  the  limitation  of  the 
power  of  admitting  aliens,  which  is  reserved  to  the 
State*  till  the  year  1808,  implied  that  Congresi 
might  prohibit  the  migration  of  foreigners  after 
that  time,  so  that  this  ninth  section  of  the  Con- 
stitution is  only  an  exception  from  the  geneial 
power,  and  must  be  construed  strictly.  If  the 
United  Sutes  hare  not  this  right,  they  cannot 
authorize  the  President  to  send  awav  a  public 
Minister  who  should  threaten  to  convulse  the  na- 
tion, but  a  State  might  retain  such  a  Minister 
contrary  to  the  wishes  aq^  interests  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  O.  wished  gentlemen  to  inquire  whether 
or  not  it  is  now  necessary  to  exercise  this  power. 
Oentlemen  call  for  evidence  of  any  alien's  acting 
improperly  in  this  country.  If,  he  said,  pro(^ 
positive  and  direct  could  be  adduced,  the  laws  of 
the  country  might  be  sufficient  to  punish  them ; 
but  u  there  not  sufficient  reason  to  be  alarmed  oa 
this  subject,  not  only  from  the  fate  of  other  coun- 
tries, but  from  what  has  happened  under  our  own 
eyes.  Do  we  not  know,  saia  he,  that  the  French 
nation  have  or^nized  bands  of  aliens  as  w^  as 
of  their  own  citizens,  in  other  countries,  to  bring 
about  their  nefarious  purposes.  It  ia  well  known 
that  their  object  is  to  divide  and  command  ;  and 
they  furnish  the  most  dreadful  commentaries  upoa 
this  old  maxim.  By  theae  means  tiiey  have  over-  ' 
run  all  the  republics  in  the  world  but  our  own. 
Do  we  not,  said  he,  read  the  hisiorr  of  their  dark 
mancEuvres  in  the  fata  of  Holland  and  Switzer- 
land? And  may  we  not  expect  the  same  meant 
to  be  employed  against  this  country  ?  We  cer- 
tainly mighL 

Turn  back,  said  Mr.  O^  to  the  year  1794,  we 
find  the  Prince  of  Orange  calling  upon  the  differ- 
ent States  of  Holland,  requiring  them  to  contri- 
bute to  Ihe  common  defence.  The  Sutes  General, 
and  the  great  body  of  the  ipeople,  answer  him  with 
addressesandprofessionsot loyally;  butsomeofthe 
towns,  aud  particular  groups  of  the  people,  insti- 
gated by  spies  and  foreign  agents,  remonstiale 
against  these  patriotic  measures.  It  is  time 
enoogh,  say  ibey,  "  the  nation  is  not  in  danger  of 
an  invasion."  The  secret  agents  of  the  French 
(aught  some  of  the  people  to  answer,  "our  own 
dykes  will  be  a  sufficieni  defence  for  the  country, 
and  the  affection  of  the  people  is  the  best  security 
for  the  Oovernment.".  But  behold,  in  a  few 
months,  the  Prince  of  ^Orange  was  compelled  to 
fly,  the  Gh)Ternment  was  overiurned,  and  its 
offices  taken  possession  of  by  domestic  traitot*— 
the  Revolution  was  effected,  the  intrigues  of  emia- 
saries  were  then  developed,  and  the  rest  is  well 
known.  Let  us  look  at  Switzerland,  and  rumi- 
nate upon  the  Revolution  of  that  fated  country. 
Where  is  its  Confederacy,  which  had  withstood 
ihestormsafsomany  centuries?  The  aristocracies 
are  melted  down  into  democracies,  and  the  demo- 
cracies are  moulded  iato  abject  colonies ;  contri- 
butions have  been  levied  upon  them^  the  officers 
of  Qoreinmcnt  have  been  supplanted  by  men  who 
riot  upon  itsspoils,  and  who  are  supported  in  th« 
possession  of  their  newly  acquired  prefeimenti, 
Dy  foraigo  armies,  and  foteign  agoita.    And  of 
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aif  these  disasiera,  the  ground  'work  iiaA  been  laid 
bf  the  iodiulry  and  uU  uf  ihe  French  apostles  of 
■edition. 

It  might  be  said,  the  situatioD  of  this  country  is 
in  different  from  thai  of  Holland,  aad  that  the 
people  of  this  country  are''too  strongly  Bttached 
lo  their  Oovernment  and  country  to  be  operated 
upon  by  any  of  those  meaua  by  which  the  Dutch 
and  Swiuhad  lost  their  libertin.  But  he  believed 
that  both  the  Swissand  Dotch  entertained  a  very 
■incere  and  ardent  aitachment  to  their  country 
and  ioHtitntions.  This  affection  amon^  the  Swiss 
was  proverbial.  When  obliged  to  quit  their  na- 
tive tioniitry,  they  sickened  to  revisit  it;  and  the 
great  body  of  the  people  in  Holland  were  attached 
in  a.  high  degree  to  the  family  of  Orange.  Be- 
sides, fear  was  a  principle  not  less  powenul  than 
hope,  in  exciting  men  to  action;  and  thoogfa  (be 
people  of  this  country  would  not  be  allured  into 
revolutionary  projects  b^  the  desire  of  acquiring 
an  increase  of  liberty ;  it  was  not  easy  to  calcn- 
btie  to  what  extremities  they  might  be  forced  by 
the  api»ehenaion  of  losing  what  they  already  en- 
joyed—a Jealousy  carefully  fomented  by  the 
agents  of  France. 

Hr.  O.  said,  that  this  diplomatic  agency  had 
been  in  full  motion  in  the  United  States;  he 
might  mention  namei;  but  it  was  well  known  to 
every  gentlemen  of  this  committee  that  a  Preoch- 
num  of  a  literary  and  iDiriguiiu|  character,  who 
.was  formerly  a  member  of  tbe  Club  Breton,  and 
was  doubtless  in  the  confidence  of  the  Direciory, 
who  has  for  a  Ions  time  sojourned  in  Penasyl- 
vania,  who  had  explored  the  Indian  country,  aod 
travelled  through  qther  Slates,  had  lately  taken 
flight.  It  was  also  well  known,  that  a  citizen  of 
Pennsylvania,  conspicuous  for  nis  attachment  to 
the  Frmch,  had  followed  him.  I(  was  lately  dis- 
eovered  that  aaother  Frenchman,  who  resided  at 
New  York,  and  who^e  believed,  was  naturalized, 
is  in  the  constant  haMt  of  corresponding  with  the 
Directory,  a  man,  who,  though  holding  no  known 
•geacy  under  them  tt  present,  has  heretofore  agi- 
tated the  CtHttinent  by  his  intrigues,  and  may  oe 
looked  upon  as  in  their  employ.  And  the  same 
kand  of  correapondeoce  is  traced  up  to  our  own 
eitizeus. 

Mr.  O.  concluded  by  saying,  the  times  are  fall 
of  daoger,  and  it  would  be  the  height  of  mad- 
nesi  not  to  take  every  precaution  in  our  power. 
The  right  contended  for  was  of  inestimable  value 
to  the  United  States,  but  to  the  individual  States 
it  would  be  of  no  importance.  The  provisions  of 
the  Constitution  were  plain  and  adeqttate  to  all 
the  exigencies  of  the  nation,  and  it  was  wrong  to 
waste  that  time  in  nice  and  mmecessarv  argu- 
ments, which  ought  to  be  employed  in  tne  most 
active  preparations  and  decisive  measures.  He 
hoped,  therefoie,  the  section  would  be  retained. 

Mr.  Habpeh  said,  it  was  not  without  difficulty 
(hat  he  could  prevail  upon  himself  to  believe  that 
the  obieetious  to  this  measure,  on. Constitutional 
grounds,  were  serious.  He  could  not  help  being 
reminded,  when  he  heard  these  objections  urged, 
o[  tbe  saying  of  a  witty  writer  upon  a  bo<^  still 
moK  saered  than  the  Constitaticni,  riz :  "thMit 


was  a  rich  field  into  which  all  parties  seat  then- 
troops  to  forage."  Mr.  H.  said,  it  was  curious  to 
observe  the  conduct  of  eentlemen.  When  a  mea- 
sure cannot  be  opposed  on  the  ground  of  expe- 
diency, when  the  necessity  of  it  is  so  obvious  as 
not  to  be  questioned,  then  Constitutional  objec- 
tions are  resorted  to.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  it  can- 
not possibly  be  objected  to  on  Constitutional 
ground,  gentlemen  uien  endeavor  to  show  it  to  be 
unnecessary.  When  additiocal  armed  forces  are 
proposed  to  be  raised,  it  is  other  said  to  be  unne- 
cessary, or  that  it  will  cost  more  than  the  protec- 
tion is  worth.  And  if  it  be  wished  to  restrain  a 
foreign  enemy,  or  domestic  traitors,  and  effectual 
means  are  proposed,  the  House  is  told,  by  a  novel 
discovery,  that  we  have  not  the  power  of  self- 
defence;  though  we  see  the  knife  of  the  traitor 
held  lo  our  throats,  we  are  to  wait  until  the  State 
QovertmientE  will  cotne  in  and  snatch  it  awav. 
Strange  would  it  be  if  the  Qorerament  coold 
thus  exist;  strange  would  it  be  if  it  had  not  the 
power  of  suppressing  domestic  traitors  I  And  how 
does  it  appear  that  this  Oovernment  has  not  the ' 
power  1  By  arguments  better  calculated  to  excite 
risibility  than  conviction,  and  nothing  but  the  seri- 
ous manner  in  which  they  have  been  made  for 
two  or  three  days  together,  could  have  produced 
any  answer  to  them  from  him.  The  committee 
are  told  that  because  Congress  cannot  prevent  the 
States  from  admitting  the  migration  of  foreigneia 
before  the  year  1808,  theycannot  authorize  the 
President  to  send  out  of  (he  country  the  deacrip* 
tion  of  characters  mentioned  in  the  first  section  of 
this  biU. 

Gentlemen  have  not  said  that  Congress  cannot 
pass  a  law  to  send  persons  out  of  the  country,  but 
they  object  to  the  exercise  of  the  power  in  the 
cases  referred  to.  If  Congress  shall  direct  the 
President  to  send  persons  out  of  the  country  who 
shall  appear  under  certain  circumstances,  that 
would  be  one  way  of  exerting  their  power ;  or  if 
they  shall  be  sent  away  for  offences  ot  which  they 
have  been  convicted  before  a  court  of  justice,  that 
would  be  another  way ;  but  the  power  woald  bo 
tbe  same. 

'  It  was  said  that  the  Sute  Qovemments  only 
had  ec^&isance  over  aliens;  but  have  these  Qov- 
emments any  knowledge  of  what  relates  to  our 
foreign  lelations,  or  the  common  defence  of  the 
Union?  Certainly  not.  By  admitting  the  doc- 
trine which  these  gentlemen  advocate,  what  is  the 
result?  One  State  might  expel  persons  9s  dan- 
gerous, but  an  adjoinioK  State  might  be  of  opin- 
ton  that  the  person  oagEt  not  to  be  expelled;  and, 
of  course,  such  a  person  would  remain  at  liberiy  tc 


ment  of  the  Union  u  to  depend  upon  the  discord- 
ant wilts  of  sixteen  Slates,  deplorable  and  debased 
indeed  would  be  its  situation. 

But  what,  said  Mr.  H.,  has  banishment  to  do 
with  migration  1  The  Constitution  says  that  the 
migration  of  such  persons  as  the  States  choose  to 
admit  shall  not  be  prohibited;  but  does  it  follovr, 
that  because  penons  may  come  here,  that  dMT 
may  not  only  stay  here,  biit  eommit  ciimeawhick 
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cttimot  be  restrained ;  for,  if  these  persooB  eannoi 
be  (ent  out  of  the  country  in  one  wijr,  they  can- 
not be  sent  out  in  anoiber.  He  ailoired  tbst  tke 
StBtGB  have  a  rig:ht  to  admit  nich  foreigne 
they  think  proper  til)  a  certain  period  ;  out 
General  Gorerument  is.  in  the  meantime,  charged 
with  the  common  defence  and  welfare  of  the 
United  States,  and,  in  pursueDce  of  tbose  obiecis, 
it  certainly  has  a  rif  ht  to  pass  all  necessary  laws, 
and  if  any  of  these  laws  ithould  require  certain 
aliens  to  be  sent  out  of  the  countiy,  what  has  ap- 
peared to  be  necessary  for  the  general  welfare  can- 
not be  carried  into  effect  if  the  States  have  a  right 
to  insist  upon  keepiHg  their  aliens.  But  the  gen- 
tleman from  PennaylTBnia  says,  thai,  if  this  law 
were  to  pais,  the  courts  of  justice  would  declare 
it  to  be  unconstitutional.  If  so,  theS,  accordins 
to  bis  own  opinion,  the  law  would  become  a  dtad 
letter.  He  did  not  know  what  the  decision  of  the 
jodicial  power  would  be.  Whatever  it  might  be, 
be  should  submit  to  it ;  but  he  never  could  be  per- 
nuded  that  the  judicial  power  would  act  so  ab- 
surdly as  to  make  no  dutinction  between  the 
Kdmisiion  of  the  migration  of  forei^ers  and  their 
expulsion.  Besides,  notwithstanding  what  had 
&Ue&  from  the  gentleman  ftum  Georgia,  (Mr. 
Baldwin,)  whose  opinions  on  Constitutional 
points,  ss  be  was  a  member  of  the  CoDTentioD 
who  formed  the  Craisti lotion,  be  allowed  to  have 
weight — he,  nevertheless,  believed  he  was  mis- 
taken in  the  construction  which  be  bad  given  lo 
the  first  paragraph  of  the  ninth  section.  He  be- 
lieved his  memorv  bad  failed  him.  It  does  not 
say  Congress  shall  never  have  the  power,  but 
(hat  it  shall  not  exercise  the  power  until  the  year 
1808,  which  makes  it  pretty  evident  that  the  pro- 
vision had  only  relation  to  slaves.  If  it  had  rela- 
ted to  emigrants,  it  would  have  been  without  any 
limiutioQ  of  lime.  If  Africans,  or  slaves^  had 
been  inserted  by  name,  the  thing  could  not,  in  his 
opinion,  have  been  more  dear. 

What,  said  Mr.  H.,  will  be  the  situation  of 
tkinga  after  the  year  18061  All  the  fine  spun 
aiVuinentE  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
wul  then  &11  to  the  ground.  Congress  may  then 
admit  foraignms  or  not.  This  will  be  a  much 
laner  power  than  is  now  contended  for,  which  is 
mm  that  such  aliens  as  are  obnoxious  to  the  pesce 
MQ  bappiness  of  the  United  States  should  be 
mnovea  therefrom.  With  respect  to  citizens,  we 
know  they  cannot  be  proceeded  a^inst  a  this 
my,  aqd  when  the  gentleman  froni  Pennsylvania 
aaia,  that  if  this  power  was  granted  to  the  Presi- 
dlBt  with  respect  to  aliens,  there  was  nothing  to 
pter«nt  a  similar  power  from  being  exercised 
~  inst  cittzeiis,  he  declared,  in  so  many  words, 
t  (he  very  instant  Congres*  got  the  power,  it 
miold  exercise  it  in  the  most  atrocious  and  nnwar- 
luud  manner,  fay  perfidiously  turning  it  against 
their  fellow-citizens.      To  argue    the   abuse  of 

Swer  from  its  existence,  was  a  common  snbter- 
ge  of  gentlemen,  which,  if  not  disregarded, 
would  prevent  the  giving  any  power  whatever, 
B»d  he  desired  no  better  principle  to  completely 
•lop  the  wheds  of  Qovernment,  and  to  lay  it 
prMtnia  at  the  bet  of  iuexteraal  and  internal  foe*. 


si^ 


But  it  was  said  no  necessity  exists  for  this 
messnre,  and  gentlemen  call  for  proof  of  any  dan- 
ger to  be  apprehended  from  the  description  of  per- 
sons meniioned  in  this  bill.  Are  we  lo  wait, 
then,  said  Mr.  H.,  until  a,  judicial  process  can  be 
entered  uponl  Tostaynutilihe  dagger  is  plained 
into  OUT  bosomt  before  we  take  any  means  of  de- 
fence?— Until  the  thief  breaks  into  our  house,  be- 
fore we  bar  the  door?  'He  believed  no  one  wonU 
say  this  would  be  good  policy. 

Suppose,  said  Mr.  H.j  ■  person  had  good  inform 
mation  that  a  set  of  thieves  meant  to  break  into 
his  house  on  a  certain  night,  what  irould  be 
thuuKht  of  the  conduct  of  any  indivithul  wii» 
should  say  to  him,  "you  neednot  prepare  to  d*- 
fend  yourself;  there  is  no  occasion  to  bar  the 
doors — there  are  no  ihievea  in  the  neighborhood  ?" 
Such  a  person  certainly  would  be  deemed  a  parr- 
ner  in  the  burglary.  The  allegory,  Mr.  H.  tttid, 
was  applicable  to  the  fate  of  many  nations  whoae 
Ooverameots  have  been  overturned  by  FraneeL 
Mr.  H^  referred  to  Ibeanimating  picture  of  French 
intrigue  given  by  the  gentleman  from  Massaehn- 
setu.  He  trusted  the  bill  would  be  passed.  He 
wished  no  traitors  should  be  left  in  the  country 
to  paralyze  ail  our  efforts  fbr  its  defence,  and 
when  the  eaemy  appeared,  give  him  poasestion 
of  it. 

As  to  the  ramification  of  the  plot  which  he  had 
some  days  ago  mentioned^  and  which  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania  wishes  to  have  developed,, 
he  wished  he  was  able  to  see  through  it  so  clearif 
as  to  be  able  to  lay  a  resoltuioa  upon  the  table  o* 
the  subject;  b«t  though  he  was  notable  to  do  tlua^ 
yet  the  nmification  of  that  plot  is  so  visible,  that 
be  should  deem  himself  the  worst  of  traitors  and 
assassins  to  his  country,  if  he  did  not  resist  thos*' 
attempts  which  are  nuide  to  bind  us  hand  and 
foot,  until  our  enemy  comet  upon  us ;  and  he  tap- 
posed  it  was  for  ibis  reason  that  this  bill  met  win 
■o  much  opposition,  and  tlNit  sach  means  w*n 
used  to  excite  prejudices  against  it.    Besanae  it 

Els  a  hook  into  the  nose«f  persons  who  are 
gned  with  the  en^raiesof  this  country.  The 
zeal  shown  in  this  HoDse,  and  in  other  i^cea, 
against  this  bill,  evinces  the  dea^y  hatred  ot  cer- 
tain persons  towards  it.  But  it  was  well  known 
that  those  European  nations  which  have  escaped 
being  oveteome  by  the  domineering  spirit  of 
France,  owe  their  safety  to  a  bill  Kke  this;  and, 
unless  we  follow  their  example,  and  crush  the  vi- 
per in  our  breast,  we  shall  not,  like  them,  escape 
the  scoDtge  which  awaits  us. 

Mr.  Davtov  (the  Speaker)  comuenced  his  oIh 
servatioes  with  declaring  that  be  should  not  hare 
sen  on  this  occasion,  if  no  allusion  hod   been 
lade  to  the  prooeedingn  in  the  Federal  Con*e*> 
on  which  framed  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
Stales,  or  if  the  representation  which  was  given 
of  what  passed  in  that  body,  had  been  ■  perfectly 
correct  uid  candid  one.    He  expressed  his  tar- 
prise  at  what  had  fallen  fiom  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia  (Mr.  Baluwik)  relatively  to  that  part  of 
the  &itistittitioii,  which  had  been  selected  aa  the 
text  of  oppomtion  to  the  hill  undei  consideration, 
viz :  "  Tu  nigfation  or  importotian  ti  ouch  ptr- 
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"lODSu  any  of  the  Btates  now  exisiio^  shall 
"(hiok  proper  to  admit,  shall  not  be  prohibited  by 
"  Congress,  prior  to  tlie  year  1808."  He  could 
only  ascribe  eichei  to  absolute  forgetMitesE,  or  to 
wilful  misrepresentation,  the  assertion  of  tbe 
■lember  from  Georgia,  that  it  was  understood  and 
intended  by  the  Qenerat  ConTeDtt<Mi  Ehat  the  ar- 
ticle ia  question  should  extend  to  the  im  porta  lion 
or  iuiroductioD  of  citizens  from  foreign  countries. 
As  that  gentleoiaa  and  himself  were  the  only  two 
nemben  of  the  House  ol  RepresestatiTes  who 
had  the  honor  of  a  seal  in  that  body,  he  deemed  it 
his  indispensable  duty  to  coireci  the  niisstatemeut 
thai  had  thus  been  made.  He  did  not  therefore, 
hesitate  to  say,  in  diiect  contradiction  to  this 
sorel  construction  of  the  article  (made  as  it  would 
seem  to  suit  the  particular  purposes  of  the  opp<>- 
nents  of  the  Alien  lall)  that  the  proposition  it- 
aelf  was  origiaally  drawn  up  and  moTed  in  the 
CoUTCDtion,  by  the  deputies  from  South  Caroli- 
na, for  the  express  purpose  of  preventing  C  -  - 
fiom  ioteiferiug  with  the  introduction  i  . 
into  the  United  Slates,  within  the  lime  speciKed. 
He  recollected  also,  that  in  the  discussion  of  its 
merits,  no  question  arose,  or  was  agitated  respect- 
ing the  admission  of  foreigners,  but,  on  ibe  con- 
trary, that  it  was  confined  simply  to  slaves,  and 
was  flrsi  voted  upon  and  carried  with  that  word 
expressed  in  it,  which  was  afterward*  upon  recon- 
siaeration  changed  for  "tuchpertont^'  as  it  now 
stands,  upon  the  suggestion  of  one  oi  the  Depu- 
ties from  Connecticut.  The  sole  reason  Assigned 
ibr  chaikgin^  it  was,  that  it  would  be  belter  not  to 
atain  the  Constitutional  code  with  such  a  tenn, 
since  it  could  be  avoided  by  tbe  introduction  of 
other  equally  inieUigible  words,  as  had  been  done 
is  tbe  foimer  part  of  the  same  instrument,  where 
ihe  same  sense  was  conveyed  by  tbe  circuitous 
expression  of  "  three  fifths  of  all  other  persons," 
Mr.  Davtoh  said  that  at  that  time  he  was  far 
fiom  believing,  and  that  Indeed  until  the  present 
debate  arose,  ae  had  never  heard,  that  any  one 
member  supposed  that  the  simple  change  of  the 
term  would  enlarge  the  construction  of  this  pro- 
hibitory provision,  as  it  was  now  contended  for. 
If  it  could  have  been  conceived  to  be  really  liable 
to  such  interpretation,  he  was  conriueed  that  it 
would  not  have  been  adopted,  for  it  would  then 
carry- with  it  a  strong  injunction  upon  Congress 
to  prohibit  the  introduction  of  foreigoets  into 
newly  erected  States  imiuedialely.  and  into  the 
then  existing  States  after  tbe  year  1808,  «s  it  un 
doubtedly  does,  that  of  slaves  after  that  period. 
Having  thus  answered  the  gentleman  upon  thi 
particular  article^  the  real  design  of  moving  and 
adopting  which  in  the  Federal  Convention,  it  was 
but  charitable  to  say  that  member  had  forgotten, 
.  Mr.  D.  proceeded  to  take  notice  of  the  appar- 
ent inconiistency  in  the  same  genileman's  ar- 
guments in  respect  lo  ibe  general  Cgnstiiulional 
powers  of  Congress  as  ap[3icable  to  the  present 
aoestion.  They  were  now  told  tbat  the  General 
.Legislature  could  not  pass  a  law  authoriziug  the 
,  jreraoval  of  aliens  whose  residence  in  the  country 
.«ras  dangeaous  lo  its  peace  and  safetv,  because 
tUsre  wtu  bo  particular  aifd  express  delegation  of 


such  authority  under  the  speolficaiion  of  the  pow- 
eis  of  Congress.  Bui  a  few  sessions  ago,  however, 
thai  member  held  a  very  difierent  language,  whea 
he  was  pleading  in  behalf  of  his  own  constit- 
uents who  had  suffered  from  the  fires  at  Savan- 
h,  and  asking  some  relief  for  them,  from  the 
Treasury  of  the  Union.  He  then  most  unequiv- 
ocally reprobated  the  idea  of  Congress  hriag  con- 
Gued  to  ihe  stict  letter  of  tbe  Constitution,  in  the 
nature,  extent,  and  exercise  of  the  authority  vested 
in  it  He  said  thai  a  construction  so  narrow 
would  be  absurd,  and  would  go  to  deprive  the  Jjo- 
giilalure  of  the  power  of  mixing  provisions  upoB 
the  most  common  or  most  neoeaury  cases,  merely 
because  ibey  were  not  specified.  He  adduced  in- 
stances to  prove  that  they  might  legislate  with  a 
view  io"ihe  general  welfare,"and,  particularly,  that 
where  a  State,  or  part  of  a  State,  should  be  over- 
ifhelmed  by  tbe  sea,  or  otherwise  rendered  un- 
iababilshle  from  some  etiraordinary  oonvulsioo, 
a  grant  might  be  otade  to  the  people  who  were 
saved  from  the  delugeg  eilber  of  money  from  th« 
National  Treasury,  or  of  a  part  of  the  vacant 
public  lands.  He  cited  many  acts  that  had  al- 
ready-been passed  under  that  very  general  power 
of  providing  for  the  common  defence  aad  gene- 
ral weUart^  and  asserted  that  though  the  Consti- 
tution was  very  useful  in  girin^  general  direc- 
tions, yet  it  was  not  capable  of  being  administered 
under  so  rigorous  and  mechanjoal  a  construction, 
as  had  been  sometimes  contended  for.  Such. were 
the  arguments,  and  such  the  opinion  of  the  gca-  ' 


how  oonsislenl  they  were  with  the  language 
and  doctrines  uttered  by  him  on  Saturday. 

As  to  tbe  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  Mr. 
D-  said  it  would  be  as  uselees<as  it  was  iio* 
practicable,  to  follow  him  through  all  his  wind- 
ings. It  was  sufficient  that  he  had  told  Congresa 
on  that  day  (a  day  which  would  be  memoraUa 
for  the  tale)  thai  they  had  no  power  "to  provide 
for  tbe  common  defence  and  ^[eneial  welfare," 
although  it  was  declared  in  the  introductory  pan 
of  the  Constitution  to  be  the  great  otjecl  of  form* 
ing  it,  and  must  be  supposed  to  have  been  so,  if  it 
had  not  been  thus  declared.  Those  who  ooncnr* 
red  with  that  member  in  a  position  so  extnuHdi- 
nary,  would  of  course  vote  with  him,  but  as  his 
own  views  and  opinions  of  the  intent  and  extent 
gf  that  intrument  were  perfectly  variant  from 
theirs,  so  Mr.  D.  said  would  his  vote  be  also. 

Mr.  R.  WiLLtuie  said,  not  withstanding  all  the 
inunuatioDs  of  the  geatlemau  from  South  Caro- 
lina, and  tbe  positiveness  of  tbe  gentleman  from 
New  Jersey,  he  should  not  be  prerentedfromgiT* 
ing  his  opinion  upon  the  bill. 

The  gentleman  last  op  is  anxious  to  know, 
whether  tbe  Fedeml  Oovemment  has  not  the 
power  to  provide  for  thegeneral  welEnrel  Within 
the  limits  of  the  Constitutioa,  it  ccnainl*  has  iha 
rightj  but  it  might  require  all  power  to  do  thiat 
and  then  it  would  not,  for  if  the  Qeneral  Oovem- 
ment had  all  this  power,  nothing  would  be  leftfor 
the  State  OoveramentG  to  act  \ipoa.  He  wiahal 
gentlemvi  iTould  mark  the  line  of  distioctioBfanl 
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say  wbether  the  iDdividual  States  do  not  possess 
some  power  to  be  employ ed  for  the  general  wel' 
fare,  as  well  as  the  Geoerai  QoverameDt,  nod 
whether  the  benefits  iheoce  arising  are  not  equal- 
ly u  serviceable  to  the  public  as  when  exercised 
by  the  Oeuenil  Gorernmentl 

The  geDileman  fiotn  South  Carolina  supposes 
States  may  admit  foreigners  into  their  society,  but 
may  not  be  inclined  to  punish  them  for  breaches 
of  their  laws.  Could  so  absurd  an  opinion  ever 
exist  t  Besides,  if  States  choose  to  act  coiktrary 
to  each  other  in  their  intemal  policy,  surely  Con- 
areas  has  not  the  power  to  make  them  uniform. 
One  State  may  punish  a  man  with  death  for  steal- 
ing a  horse,  and  another  may  inflict  upon  him  im- 
prisonment. Yet  this  they  hare  a  right  to  do, 
without  the  interference  of  Congress. 

Id  Eupporling  this  bill  against  aliens,  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina  has  shown  its  opera- 
tion upon  citizens,  which  proves  to  him  that  the 
principle  is  intended  to  be  carried  farther  than  it 
appe^al  present.  If  we  look  into  the  history  of 
other  coontries,  we  shall  find,  that  whenever  Gtov- 
ernments  hare  wished  to  make  inroads  upon  the 
liberties  of  the  people,  oothine  has  been-more 
common  than  to  institute  an  alarm  of  danger  of 
some  kind  or  other.  No  such  manceuvre,  however, 
should  ever  induce  him  to  rrant  an  arbitrary  pow- 
er to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  or  t 

otherman.  None  of  thewilddeclatnations  i 
he  had  heard  should  draw  him  from  that  li 
duty  which  the  Constitution  has  msrked  c 
him.  Such  ar^ments  and  such  attempts  _ 
declare  this,  "Your  Constiiution  is  only  a"dead 
Utter;  it  may  be  warped  an^  way:  it  forms  nc 
settled  principle  for  your  guide."  Such  decUra- 
dons  go  to  the  destruction  of  the  principles  of  the 
Constitution.  It  is  not  enough  for  gentlemen  to 
say  it  is  necessary  to  pass  a  law  this  or  that  wa 
without  they  can  show  Congress  has  the  power 
do  it.  it  is  not  sufficient  to  say  that  the  general 
welfare  requires  a  thing  to  be  done ;  because  if 
it  be  a  subject  which  belongs  to  the  States,  how- 
ever necessary  it  may  be  to  be  done,  Congress 


With  respect  to  an  argument  of  the  gentleman 
from  New  Hampshire  (Mr.  Gohbon^  that  CoO' 
^ess  might  do  acts  when  the  country  is  in  war,  01 
u  threatened  with  it,  that  it  could  not  do  when  in 
perfect  peace,  he  wished  that  gentleman  to  show 
mim  the  Constitution  that  Congress  had  a  right 
to  do  a  thing  at  one  time  and  not  at  another.  Con- 
gress btul  always  to  act  upon  its  discretion ;  the 
powers  given  to  it  are  the  same  at  all  times.  For, 
foppose  m  bill  were  to  be  brought  in  proposing  to 
•end  certain  persons  out  of  the  country,  would  it 
not  be  a  strange  argument  for  any  gentleman 
to  rise  and  say,  "We  might  do  this  in  time 
of  war ;  but  not  now  we  are  at  peace  7"  It  cer- 
tainly would.  But  the  gentleman  says,  the  per- 
sons proposed  to  be  sent  out  of  the  country  are  to 
lia*e  a  trial.  For  whatl  For  an  offepce  how 
ercatedf  Merely  because  an  officer  of  Govern' 
ment  shall  say  he  thinks  diem  dangerous  1  Noi 
because  any  tribunal  haa  declared  tbem  so ;  anil 
if  they  do  not  obey  the  mandate  of  the  President 


then  they  are  to  be  tried.  He  never  before  knew 
that  this  was  the  way  in  which  offences  ought  to 
be  created  and  punished. 

The  same  gentleman  has  aim]  asked,  whether, 
if  any  State  were  to  admit  persons  dangerous  10 
the  peace  of  the  Union,  the  United  Slates  would 
have  the  power  of  sending  tbem  off?  Mr.  W. 
said  they  had  not  If  ihey  had,  they  might  also 
be  said  to  have  the  power  to  ^end  all  the  slaves 
out  of  anv  Slate,  as  they  are  dangerous  to  the 
peace  of  the  community.  If  becanse  a  State  ne- 
glects to  exercise  a  power,  the  United  States  mar 
take  it,  they  could  soon  become  possessed  of  all 

flower,  not  from  the  Constitution,  but  from  the 
atches  of  particular  Slates. 

Mr.  W.  concluded  by  repeating  some  of  his  for- 
mer arguments  against  this  bill. 

Mr,  MiLLEDOE  noped  the  committee  would  rise. 
The  gentleman  from  New  Jersey  (Mr.  Dayton) 
having  charged  his  colleague  with  misrepresenta- 
tion, he  hoped  an  opportunity  would  t>e  given 
him  of  answering  the  charge,  and  he  was  not  now 
in  the  House. 

After  some  observations  for  and  against  this 
motion,  it  was  negatived — 49  to  37. 

Mr.  Gallatin  said,  he  did  not  rise  with  a  view 
of  giving  an  answer  to  any  arguments  which  had 
been  used.  It  was  too  late  in  the  day  to  do  it ;  and 
had  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  confined 
himself  to  a  misrepresentation  of  the  arguments 
used  in  support  of  this  motion,  or  an  attempt  to 
answer  diem,  he  would  Dot  have  troubled  the  com> 
mitlee  again  on  this  subject ;  but  (his  is  not  the 
first  time  that  that  gentleman,  and  some  others, 
had  assumed  a  ground  which  did  not  belong  to 
ihem.  They  (and  particularly  the  gentleman  ^om 
South  Carolina^  seem  10  suppose  that  they  have 
an  exclusive  claim  to  purity  of  intention,  and  fan- 
cy they  are  at  liberty  to  ascribe  whatever  motives 
they  please  to  others. 

Mr.  O.  wished  to  know  for  what  purpose  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  had  risen  to-day, 
to  give  to  the  House  that  declamation  which  had 
so  often  made  pari  of  his  speeches?  Was  it  be- 
cause that  gentleman  wished  to  send  forth  an  in- 
sinuation to  the  public  that  there  is  a  party  in  this 
House  who  wish  10  abandon  their  conntry  to  an 
invading  countrv  ?  He  says,  that  the  great  oppo- 
sition made  to  tnis  bill  in  various  quariers^  arises 
from  a  wish  to  favor  the  residence  of  aliens  in 
this  country  who  are  at  this  time  plotting  against 
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And  yet  in  what  quarter  has  opposition  to  this 
bill  appeared  1  In  no  other  place  nesides  the  Sen- 
ate and  this  House.  It  has  not  yet  been  a  subject 
of  discussion  in  any  other  quarter.  What,  then, 
does  the  gentleman  mean  1  Does  he  mean  that 
there  are  gentlemen  in  Congress,  both  on  this  floor 
and  in  the  Senate,  who  are  actuated  by  ths  wont 
of  motives  t  I  am  not,  said  Mr.  G.,  going  to  jus- 
tify my  motives.  I  know  nothing  so  respectable 
in  the  charscterof  the  gentleman  from  South  Car- 
olina, either  public  or  private,  as  (o  entitle  him  to 
thaiffronnd,  be  so  btJdly  assumes.  That  gende- 
manhas  spoken  of  alarm  in  general,  and  has  toW 
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the  Hoiue  that  a  ceilaiit  plot  is 
ai^iDst  the  inleTeals  of  thh  country.  U  he  will 
bring  forward  facta  upon  which  the  House 
judge,  let  him  do  so ;  uatil  he  chq  do  so,  it  is 
tremely  indeceoi  and  improper  to  throw  out  ii.__ 
uatioQs  such  as  he  had  this  day  made.  But,  if  he 
canDotj  and  Mr.  O.  knew  he  could  not,  bring  any 
proof  la  support  of  these  vague  assertions,  he 
wotild  lell  that  gentletnan  that  these  insiDuations 
deserved  do  other  appellation  but  that  of  calumny. 
If  those  who  were  calumniated  were  inclined  to 
letOTt,  could  thev  not  do  it  1  Is  it,  said  he,  because 
we  have  evinced  so  great  a  degree  of  moderation ; 
that  we  have  sat  down,  day  after  day,  under  this 
abuie,  that  we  are  doomed  to  hear  this  repetition 
of  calamnies?  When  ibegentleman  from  South 
Carolina  tells  the  committee  that  another  country 
has  been  preserved  by  a  bill  of  this  kind,  might  he 
not  be  answered,  that  its  adoption  in  thai  country 
was  the  only  reason  why  such  a  bill  was  intro- 
duced here;  and  that  he,  with  perfect  servility, 
knows  only  how  to  follow,  step  by  step,  all  the 
measures  adopted  by  the  British  iSovernment? 
Or  because,  in  my  opmion,  said  Mr.  G.,  '' 
ent  bill  is  unconstitutional,  might  I  not, 
to  preserve  as  little  regard  to  decency  is 
Uemau,  charge  him  at  once  with  a  wilful  intention 
to  break  the  Constitution,  and  an  actual  violation 
of  the  oath  he  has  taken  to  support  it? 

Mr.  O.  did  not  believe  that  insinuations  of  this 
kind,  thrown  out  against  members  upon  this  floor, 
were  calculated  to  produce  the  welfare  of  the 
eountrv.  If  gentlemen  desire  noanimity  in  the 
eouncila  of  the  nation,  it  could  only  be  produced 
by  an  exercise  of  rational  conAdence  in  the  mo- 
lives  of  one  another.  Mr.  G.  did  not  mean  to  add 
anything  to  the  arguments  already  urged  in  favor 
of  the  present  motion,  since  be  bad  no  doubt  the 
committee  were  perfectly  ready  to  decide  upon 
the  question. 

Mr.  Haupbr  did  notknowhowil  was  that  some 
gentlemen  on  this  floor  should  be  so  extremely 
foie  upon  evaryihing  which  relates  to  motives. 
He  had  said  nothing  about  the  motives  of  any 

fentleman  in  this  House.  The  gentleman  from 
'ermsylvania,  however,  knew  best  whether  his 
motives  are  pure  or  not ;  but  when  a  gentleman 
who  is  generally  so  very  cooL  should  ul  at  once 
assume  sueh  a  tone  of  passion,  as  to  forget  all  de- 
coram  of  language,  it  should  seem  as  if  the  ob- 
servation had  been  properly  applied  to  that  gen- 

The  question  on  striking  out  the  section,  was 
pat  and  negatived— 46  to  36. 

Wednesdat,  June  20. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  defence  oi  merchant 
vessels  from  French  depredations,  was  received 
from  tbe  Senate  with  amendments;  which  were 
comtoitted  foe  to-morrow,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

The  bill  granting  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
lb«  privilege  of  franking  letters  and  packets,  was 
paasied. 

The  House  went  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whdie 


appropriation  for  the  n 


The  House  then  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  bill  providing  for  the  enumeration 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States ;  and, 
after  filling  the  blanks,  reported  the  bill  to  the 
House. 

Thdrsdat,  June  31. 

ALIENS. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 

of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate  cod- 

ceming  aliens. 

Mr.  Harpeh,  afler  some  observations  showing 
the  impropriety  of  treating  persons  confined  for 
offences  under  this  act  as  common  felons,  moved 
to  strike  out  the  words,  "and  confined  to  hard  la- 
bor for  and  during  life,*'  and  insert,  in  their  place, 
"  duri:^  tbe  pleasure  of  the  United  States." 

Mr.  D.  Foster  was  against  this  amendment,  ai 
the  President  had  the  power  of  remitting  a  part  of 
the  imprisonment,  if  he  thought  it  right  and 
proper  to  do  so. 

Mr.  Harpbr  did  not  think  the  President  had 
the  power  to  dispense  with  this  punishment.  He 
did  not  think  the  President's  pardoning  power 
would  extend  to  these  cases. 

Mr.  D.  Poster  had  no  doubt  of  it. 

Mr.  Gordon  said  it  would  be  imposing  a  very 
disagreeable  duty  upon  the  President,  if  he  should 
consider  it  as  necessary  to  confine  a  person  under 
this  act  for  life. 

Mr.  R.  WiL;.iAKe  was  in  favor  of  the  princii^e 
of  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina,  but  thought  it  would  be  belter  to  leave 
the  proposed  discretionary  power  in  the  courts, 
as  it  had  not  been  usual  to  place  any  discretion  of 
this  kind  in  the  Executive.  It  was  proper  that 
this  discretion  should  be  lodged  somewhere,  be- 
cause persons  might  be  sent  out  of  the  country  for 
dlfiereot  offences;  some  might  have  been  guilty 
of  treason  or  sedition  against  the  United  Statea, 
while  others  might  have  been  removed  on  the 
ground  of  suspicion,  though  perfectly  innocent, 
and  no  one  could  wish  an  innocent  person  to  be 
imprisoned  and  kept  to  hard  labor  for  life. 

Mi.  Harper  dio  not  think  it  would  answer  to 
leave  this  discretion  with  the  courts.  The  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  alone,  who  only  is  pos- 
sessed of  all  information  which  has  reference 
our  foreign  relations,  would  be  the  fittest  to 
have  the  discretion.  As  to  the  objection  of  the 
gentleman  from  New  Hampshire,  (Mr.  Gobdor,) 
that  this  would  impose  a  disagreeable  duty  on  the 
President,  he  did  not  think  it  ought  to  have  any 
weiffht,  as  the  poweritself  of  removing  aliens  oat 
of  the  country  at  all,  was  of  a  much  more  obnox- 


kind.    The  principal  objection  which  he  had 

his  provision  was  the  keeping  of  prisonera 

under  this  act  to  hard  labor.    He  then  changed 
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PresideDt  might,  tlieii,  remit  a  part  of  the  punisb- 
mcDl,  if  the  opmion  of  the  gentlemaD  is  correct 
with  respect  to  bii  pBrdoaiag  power,  which,  on 
reflectioD,  he  b^ievea  it  was. 

Mr.  Dana,  thought  it  would  be  sufficient  to  say, 
'  "duiittg  the  conliDiiaQce  of  this  act,"  which  he 
oould  only  consider  as  temporary. 

Mr.  Harper  did  not  think  such  an  alteration 
would  be  proper,  because  it  might  be  neceisary  to 
continue  ihe  person  in  coafinemeot  beyond  the 
time  which  Congress  might  think  it  necessary  to 
keep  the  law  in  force. 

Mr.  T.  Ci^iBOBNE  was  in  favor  of  ameliorating 
the  puoisbment.  Me  did  not  wish  to  have  the 
American  code  stained  with  the  pro  vis  ion  as  it 
stood  in  tbe  bill.  It  was  filter  for  the  code  of 
Algiers  than  of  America.  If  the  enemies  of  the 
oountrr  are  either  removed  from  it,  or  confined  In 
it,  he  thought  it  would  be  sufficient. 

Mr.  S.  Shitb  said,  as  it  was  necessary  that  this 
bill  should  pass  soon,  be  shoold  wish  it  to  pass 
without  amendment,  except  it  should  appear  to  be 
etsenlial.  Qenllemea  seemed  desirous  of  shorl- 
ening  the  period  of  imprisonment  and  to  lessen  its 
ligor.  The  present  question  is,  whether  persons 
oonfined  ought  to  be  kept  to  labor.  For  his  own 
part  be  should  wish  tbe  persons  confined  under 
this  law  to  be  kept  at  labor  as  well  as  imprison- 
ment, which  was  sccordine  to  the  general  tenor 
of  our  laws,  and  by  which  means  prisoners  are 
made  to  earn  something  towards  tbe  expense  of 
their  punishment. 

Hr.  SiTaaaAVEs  said,  as  an  ameadmeut  had  al- 
ready taken  place,  the  adoption  of  others  would 
be  BO  hindrance  to  the  {nssage  of  the  bill.  The 
gentleman  from  Connecticut  was  mistaken  when 
Se  sHid  that  imprisonment  and  labor  always  go 
toother.  Before  labor  can  be  carried  on  in  a 
'  priflon,  it  is  necessary  to  go  to  considerable  ex- 
pense in  machinery  and  raw  materials.  No  pro- 
rision  of  this  kind  has  been  made  for  prisoners  of 
Ae  United  States.  It  was  not  only  a  neiv  idea, 
but  he  thought  an  improper  one.  If  almost  any 
other  punishment  had  been  proposed,  he  should 
have  agreed  to  it^  because  be  thought  tbe  offence 
a  serious  one  against  the  OovernmenL  and  that  it 
is  not  easy  to  make  the  punishment  too  rigorous. 

The  question  on  the  amendment  was  put  and 
carried  ;  there  being  53  votes  for  it. 

Mr.  Davib  moved  to  insert, after  "return  there- 
to," "  without  permission  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States."     Agreed  to. 

Mr.  Otih  moved  a  new  section  declaring  it  law- 
fiil  for  any  alien,  who  shall  be  ordered  out  of  the 
eouQtrv,  to  take  any  part  of  his  eoods  with  him, 
amd  if  be  leaves  any  property  behind  him,  that  it 
ahsll  be  subject  to  his  order  as  tn,uch  as  if  he  re- 
mained in  the  country. 

Mr.  OoBnoN  thought  it  unnecessary  to  hold  out 
BB  idea  that,  without  a  provision  of  this  kind,  the 
property  would  be  taken. 

Mr.  Otib  believed  that  an  alarm  had  gone  forth, 
a»d  that  these  persons  had  been  led  to  teliere  that 
if  the  Government  did  not  now  seize  the  property 
of  these  aliens,  they  would  hereafter  do  it.  He 
bad  informalion  from  the  President  of  the  Bank 


of  the  United  States,  and  from  several  iRerchanta, 
that  emigrants  have  withdrawn  their  money  froB 
that  and  other  banks  In  this  city,  to  a  con»derable 
As  he  looked  upon  all  laws  which  went 


which  shall  show  to  thisclaesof  mea  thatit  isaoc 
the  intention  of  the  Legislature  of  the  Union 
to  touch  their  jwoperty. 

Mt.  N.  Smitb  hoped  not  only  this  motioit 
would  be  nenilved,  but  that  when  they  came  into 
the  House,  all  the  ameudmeDts  whtcn  had  beea 
agreed  to  would  be  nesatived.  He  thought  all  tt 
them  unimportant.  He  did  not  wish  tfaem  to  lay 
the  Government  under  any  restraint  with  respect 
to  the  property  of  aliens.  He  did  not  thimkalieni 
bad  been  port icularl;  alarmed  at  this  bill,  but  th&t 
their  alarm  had  arisen  from  the  general  state  of 
the  coDntry ;  and  if  aliens  are  withdrawing  them- 
selves  and  their  properly  from  our  country,  behad 
no  objection  to  it ;  but  ne  wished  to  reserve  the 
right  to  Government  of  seizing  the  property  of 
aliens,  if  they  shall  think  proper  to  do  so.  Alieas 
can  read  the  law  for  themselTes,  aad  they  will  sM 
that  there  is  nothing  in  this  law  which  can  aSeet 
their  property,  and  if  they  chose  to  leave  the 
country,  he  believed  it  would  be  a  blessing  to  it. 
He  believed  we  bare  persons  and  property  enough 
without  them. 

Mr.  Harpbr  thought  this  declaratory  section 
proper.  He  believed  there  exists  at  preaent  a 
painful  apprehension  in  the  minds  of  certain 
aliens  in  this  country, without  any  reason.  Drives 
from  their  own  coaniry  to  take  refuge  in  thi^ 
when  it  is  known  they  ao  feel  this  alarm,  he  coula 
see  no  reason  why  such  a  declaration  as  this  might 
not  be  passed ;  for  he  bad  no  objection  to  tie  (he 
hands  of  Government  in  this  respect.  He  was  cct'  ' 
tain  It  never  could  be  good  policy  for  GoveraiReot 
to  lay  its  hands  arbitrarily  upon  the  property  of 
individuals.  Indeed,  we  have  a  compact  with 
Great  Britain  on  this  subject,  and  he  thought  it 
would  be  wise  and  just  to  make  the  proposed  dec- 
laration. Many  aliens  in  this  country,  so  far  fron 
being  dangerous  to  our  peace,  are  entitled  to  our 
eommisseration ;  and,  for  the  quiet  of  such  unfinr- 
tunate  persons,  he -should  always  be  glad  to  take 
all  proper  measures.  He  admitted  these  peonla 
would  V  equally  safe  without  the  declaration,  Mt 
he  believed  they  would  be  better  satisfied  with  it, 
and  be  wbhed  to  satisfy  them. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  was  in  favor  of  tbe  amendsaaiL 
The  gentleman  from  Connecticut  seemed  to  think 
it  would  be  necessary  to  send  away  all  alietia.  He 
believed  it  would  be  found  necessary  to  seod  away 
very  few,  and  shall  we  not  quiet  the  minds  at 
these  people,  when  it  can  be  so  easily  done?  For. 
when  power  is  given  to  the  President  to  aeiae  ana 
send  out  of  the  coaniry  any  alien  whom  he  [deaaea, 
they  may  reasonably  be  afnid  of  their  property, 
as  well  as  their  pertons;  for,  if  they  ate  sent  out 
of  Ihe  country,. without  a  moment's  warning,  they 
will  have  no  time  to  look  after  their  property. 
And  there  are  men  of  this  deeeript  ion  who,  if  they 
were  to  take  away  their  properly  from  the  caaB> 
try,  wQtild  very  much  haiasi  the  bink*.    Indaed, 
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he  kiMW  men  of  this  clui,  the  withdrawing  of 
whose  propectf  from  (he  bank  where  ti  is  lodged, 
would  take  every  shilling  of  cub.  otit  of  it,  sad 
(hey  ut  mea  who  have  alwavs  conducted  tUem- 
selves  with  propriety — men  who  songhtan  asylum 
here,  where  they  had  been  taught  to  believe  ihey 
)gaigbt  lire  undisturbed  from  the  evils  and  oppres- 
aioQS  of  other  countrias.  Many  of  these  men  had 
already,  he  knew,  withdrawn  from  the  banks, 
eight,  ten,  and  fifteen  thousand  dollars  each, 
whicii  they  have  thought  more  safe  in  their  own 
chests,  since  the  late  measures  against  aliens  have 
becB  taken,  than  in  the  public  banks. 

Mi.  GonuoN  was  certain  that  do  peisoo,  on 
reading  this  law,  could  say  it'  would  affect  the 
pcopertjr  of  auy  aliens  and  if  they  have  heretofore 
*— '- -'■  ""    -■—  -^ -     Be  this 


tad  any  such  idea,  when  they  ei 
lAw.such  an  opioiou  must  be  done  away. 

Mr.  N.  Smith  said,  this 
produce  tbe  effect  which  eenilemen  intended ;  be- 
cause  the  peaceable  citizens  alluded  to,  would 
doubtless  remain  in  the  country,  and  ihe  Govern- 
ment migbtseize  upon  their  property,  anything  in 
this  law  notwithstanding. 

Mr.  G^Li^TiN  apprehended  the  alarm  which 
had  been  spoken  of  was  created  by  the  provision 
in  the  bill  respecting  alien  enemies,  as  originally 
reported.  That  billprovid^  for  a  retaliation  of 
any  severities  which  might  be  inflicted  upon  our 
citizeitB  in  France.  These  aliens  knew,  from  their 
mst  sufferings,  the  severities  practised  by  the 
French  Qovernment,  and  they  saw  by  that  bill 
that  those  sevetities,  if  inflicted  upon  American 
citizens  in  France  were  to  be  reciprocated  upon 
them.  They  saw,  therefore,  the  possibility  and 
^obability  of  a  confiscation  of  their  properly.  But 
this  bill  bad  been  recommitted,  and  s  new  bill  has 
since  been  reported,  stripped  of  the  most  objection- 
able parts  of  the  former  bill,  and  which  has  doubt- 
less, in  a  great  m,easure,  removed  their  apprehen- 
sions. Every  person  iniut  be  convinced^  from 
our  (ffoceedingi,  that  there  exists  no  iatenlien  in 
Congress  to  take  hold  of  the  property  of  any  Blien 
removed  out  of  the  country.  It  is  true,  that  mat- 
ahals,  in  their  zeal  to  execute  their  duty,  may 
hurry  persons  off,  who  shall  be  ordered  out  of  the 
coontry,  with  so  much  haste,  as  to  prevent  them 
from  taking  property  away  with  them  which  they 
might  wish  to  take ;  .but  no  one  could  suspect  the 
Qovernment  with  interfering;  withtbeir  property. 

Mr.  RD-rufooE  hoped,  since  this  provision  had 
been  brought  forwud,  it  would  be  adopted.  He 
knew  that  these  people  had  been  led  to  believe 
that  Government  had  an  eye  upon  their  properly, 
and  would  take  it  for  the  purpose  of  carryiiw  on 
Ihe  war.  Many  of  them  being  ignorant  of  our 
language,  are  unable  to  undeceive  themselves. 
Every  letter  he  received  contained  com|dBinis  of 
this  kind. 

Mr.  SiToHBAvEH  said,  his  objections  did  not  lie 
Rs  much  against  the  clause,  bei»i}se  it  wasdechtr- 
ntory,  as  to  the  force  of  it.  It  wouLl  be  an  affirm- 
ative a«t,  which  might  go  a£  far  as  to  alter  the 
rights  of  these  aliens.  It  was  an  afGrmative  prop- 
osition that  they  shall  be  pe  mil  led  to  lake  away 
Hich  of  their  property  as  they  pleaae,  and  leave  the 


rest  at  their  disposal.    The  operation  might  be  to 
prevent  a  process  of  attaching  against  tbeir  prop- 


It  extended  only  to  thai  class  oi  aliens  who  shall 
be  considered  as  dangerous  to  the  peace  and  safety 
of  the  United  Stales.  It  will  give  no  advantage 
to  tbe  honest  and  upright  alien.  He  believed  the 
best  way  of  preventing  alarm  was  to  let  it  be  seen 
that  our  laws,  respecting  aliens,  have  reference 
only  to  those  whose  residence  here  would  be  Looked 
upon  as  dangerous  to  our  peace  and  safety. 

Mr.  B4TABD  was  in  Skvoc  of  this  amendment. 
Nothing  was  more  common  than  to  pass  declara- 
tory laws.  The  provision  could  have  no  opera- 
tion l))it  to  place  tbe  property  of  aliens  on  the 
same  footing  that  it  would  have  been  upon,  had 
not  the  law  passed.  And  this  was  necessary, 
for  what  alien  could  say,  however  good  his  inten- 
tions may  be,  that  tbe  President  may  not  be  im- 
posed upon,  and  that  he  may  not  be  subject  to  the 
operations  of  this  law,  and  sentout  of  tbe  country  7 

Tbe  question  was  put  and  negatived — 13  to  32. 

The  committee  then  rose,  and  tbe  House  took 
up  the  amendments.  The  one  for  siriking  out  tli« 
provision  for  keeping  prisoners  to  hard  labor  being 
under  consideration, 

Mr.  Allen  hoped  it  would  not  be  agreed  to. 


He  thouKhl  the  punishment  without  labor, 
light,     lie  was  of  opinion  it        '  ~ 


ily  be 


severe  on  persons  who  should  return  i 
banished  as  dangerous  to  the  country. 

Mr.  S.  Smits  thought  an  imprisonment  for  life 
was  no  light  punishment  for  a  person  who  in^ 
have  been  guilty  of  no  crime;  a  man  who,  per- 
haps, if  he  nad  been  suffered  to  remain  a  few 
days  longer  in  the  country  would  have  been  enti- 
tled to  bis  citizenship ;  who  might  have  left  his 
family  behind  him,  and  chose  to  risk  his  person 
in  returning  to  see  them,  and  if  possible  to  get 
them  away.  Could  genilemen  draw  a  compari- 
son between  such.a  man  and  tbe  worst  of  felons? 
Thev  surely  could  not.  He  trusted  our  taws 
would  continue  to  partake  of  some  degree  *  of 
humanity- 
Mr.  Gallatin  said,  the  gentleman  from  Con- 
necticut acknowledged  himself  fo  be  an  enemy  to 
innovation.  Yet  he  wished  these  persons  10  be 
confined  to  hard  labor.  He  was  surprised  to  hear 
a  gentleman  call  imprisonment  for  life  a  light 
punishment.  He  should  think  if  next  to  death. 
Hard  labor  has  been  substituted  generally  instead 
of  death.  In  this  couoiry  hard  labor  for  life  hai 
never  been  introduced  into  the  code  of  the  United 
States.  The  punishment  for  a  misprision  of  trea- 
son is  seven  years  imprisonment,  but  no  hard 
labor.  Hard  labor,  he  oelieved,  was  never  made 
a  pari  of  punishment  except  for  felony.  The  ob- 
ject of  this  bill  is  of  a  political  nature  i  it  is  not 
to  inflict  pimishment,  but  id  restrain  persons  from 
doing  mischief;  and  he  wished  to  know  whether 
imprisonment  for  life  would  not  be  a  sufficient 
resUBJQtl  It  certainly  would,  and  be  trusted  oui 
code  would  not  he  stained  by  a  punishment  like 
that  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Coonecticut. 
Mr.  EUbpui  said,  the  object  of  this  bill  is  re- 
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straiDt  merely.  If  ^iens  commit  crimes,  they 
will  be  punisaed  like  other  persons.  Coafinenienl 
for  the  parpose  of  restraint  was  never  atteoded 
witb  labor. 

The  amcDdment  of  the  CommJitee  of  tbe 
Whole  was  concurred  in, 

Mr.  R.  WiLLi&HB  renewed  the  motion  of  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  to  strike  out  the 
words  "  during  life,"  for  the  purpose  of  inserting, 
"so  loD^  ms,  in  (he  opinion  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  the  public  safety  shall  re- 
Mr.  Batard  thought  it  right  that  all  panish- 
ments  should  be  definita  He  was  against  leaving 
this  discretion  with  the  President.  There  might 
be  no  impropriety  in  leaving  some  discretioH  with 
the  judges,  but  ne  ihonghl  there  woald  be  a  pal- 
pable impropriety  in  leaving  this  discretion  with 
the  President. 

Mr.  8.  Smith  believed  the  amendment  anne- 
eessary,  as  the  President  could,  al  any  time,  remit 
stteb  part  of  tbe  punishment  as  he  thought  proper. 
Mr.  R.  Williams  said,  when  penal  taws  were 
pasaed,  the  punishments  were'never  made  heavier 
than  they  ought  to  be,  from  the  eonside ration' that 
the  President  has  the  power  of  reprieval.  The 
gentleman  from  Delaware  complains  of  the  im- 

Sropriety  of  giving  this  discretion  to  the  Presi- 
ent,  though  the  whole  bill  is  a  'discretionary 
power  given  to  the  President. 

The  question  was  pui  and  carried,  there  being 
46  rotes  for  it. 

AThe  question  being  on  the  bill's  going  to  a  third 
iding^ 

Mr.  Baldwin  said,  be  felt  it  his  duty  to  take 
this  opportunity  of  saying,  as  be  had  hefore  ob- 
aerved,  on  the  question  for  striking  out  the  first 
section,  that  tbe  Constitution  gave  Congress  no 
power  on  this  subject.  If  aliens  were  to  be  sent 
off  or  banished,  it  must  be  by  the  State  Oovern- 
ments  where  they  lived.  He  said  it  not  only  gave 
no  power^  but,  for  the  presentf  absolutely  prohi- 
bited our  mterferin?  to  prevent  ''the  migration  or 
importatioD  of  such  persons  as  the  several  Stales 
might  think  proper  to  admit."  He  observed  that 
he  was  yesterday  obliged  to  leave  tbe  House  a 
little  before  the  adjournment,  and  he  had  under- 
alood  that,  in  his  absence,  the  remarks  which  he 
bad  made  on  that  point,  a  few  days  ago,  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  lyiiole,  had'  been  controverted,  and 
that  it  had  been  done  witb  some  degree  of  harsh- 
ness and  personal  disresjpect.  What  he  had  before 
asserted  was,  that  the  clause  respecting  migration 
and  importation  was  not  considered  at  the  time 
when  it  passed  in  the  Convention  as  confined  en- 
tirely to  the  subject  of  slaves.  He  spoke  witb 
the  more  confidence  on  (bis  point,  as  there  was 
scarcely  one  to  which  his  attention  bad  been  so 
particulaily  called  at  the  time.  In  makinc  the 
Federal  Constitution,  when  it  was  determinea  that 
it  should  be  a  Qovernment  possessing  L^slative 
powers,  tbe  delegates  from  the  two  Southern 
States,  of  which  ne  was  one,  were  so  fully  per- 
suaded that  those  powers  would  be  used  to  the 
desiinctioa  of  their  property  in  slaves,  that  for 
some  time  tbef  thought  it  would  not  be  possible 


for  them  to  be  members  of  it :  to  that  interesting 
state  of  the  subject  he  had  before  alluded.  In  the 
progress  of  the  business,  other  obstacles  occurring, 
which  he  need  not  repeat,  it  was  concluded  to 
give  to  the  delegates  of  those  States  the  offer  of 
preparing  a  clause  to  their  own  minfls,  to  secure 
that  species  of  property.  He  well  remembered 
that  when  the  clause  was  first  prepared,  it  differed 
in  two  respects  from  the  form  in  which  it  now 
stands.  It  used  the  word  "slaves"  instead  of  "mi- 
gration," or  "  importation,"  of  persons^  and  instead 
of  "  ten  dollars,"  it  was  expressed  "  five  per  cent 
ad  valorem  on  their  importaiion,"  whicn  it  was 
supposed  would  be  about  the  average  rate  of  duties 
under  this  Government.  Several  persons  had  ob- 
jections to  the  use  of  the  word  "slaves,"  as  Con- 
gress had  hitherto  avoided  the  ate  of  it  in  their 
acts,  and  not  acknowledged  tbe  existence  of  such 
a  condition.  It  was  espressly  observed  at  the 
time,  that  making  use  of^  the  form  of  expression 
as  it  now  stands,  instead  of  the  word  slaves,  would 
make  the  meaning  more  general,  and  include  wbat 
we  now  consider  as  included ;  tnis  did  not  appear 
to  be  denied,  but  still  it  was  preferred  in  its  jwe- 
sent  form.  He  had  more  confidence  than  com- 
mon in  his  recollection  on  this  point  for  tbe  rea- 
sons which  he  had  before  stated.  He  gave  it  as 
the  result  of  his  vary  clear  recollection.  Any 
other  member  of  that  body  was  doubtless  at  lib- 
erty to  say.  he  did  not  recollect  it.  Still  that 
would  not  diminish  the  confidence  he  felt  on  this 
occasion. 

ft  was  nnplearant  to  him  to  be  informed  that 
the  gentleman  had  thought  proper  to  use  any 
harshness  of  manner  or  personal  disrespect  in  con- 
troverting his  assertions.  The  members  of  this 
House  live  in  situations  so  remote  from  each 
other  that  there  is  scarcely  a  sufficient  degree  of 
mutual  dependence  to  secure  the  usual  dfnerence 
and  civility  of  social  life  towards  each  other, 
while  they  are  together  transacting  public  busi- 
ness; this  bed  shown  itself  during  the  last  Sum- 
mer and  this  Winter  session,  in  such  a  manner  as 
the  councils  of  the  United  States  never  before  ex- 
hibited. He  was  sorry  to  be  the  cause  of  adding 
to  so  disgraceful  a  scene ;  he  bad  endeavored  to 
the  utmost  of  his  power  to  cnllivate  that  respect 
and  decorum  in  bis  deportment  lo  each  individual 
who  has  been  thought  by  his  country  worthy  d* 
a  seat  there,  which  he  thought  indisperisably  ne- 
cessary to  secure  proper  respect  and  decorum  to 
the  House  itself.  If  any  member  thought  proper 
lo  withdraw  himself  from  that  respectliil  relatiOD 
to  him,  he  hoped  it  might  be  left  to  depend  en- 
tirely on  his  own  sense  of  prowiety. 

The  Speaker  rose  from  the  Chair  and  said, 
that  there  was  something  so  unmanly  and  im- 

E roper  in  the  opportunity  which  had  been  sought 
y  the  member  from  Gleorgia  of  replying  to  tbe 
ooservations  he  bad  made  yesterday,  that  he  felt 
himsdf  irresistibly  impelled  to  break  through  the 
rigid  form,  and  to  express,  in  a  single  word,  his 
sense  of  it.  It  could  not  have  escaped  the  geD»- 
ral  observation,  that,«lthough  they  had  been  for 
some  time  in  Committee  of  the  "^kole,  when  the 
Speaker  was  on  the  fioor,  nnd  had  a  right  in  con- 
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mon  with  the  other  memben  to  join  in  any  db- 
ctmion,  yet  tbai  member  hsd  tboo^bt  propei  in 
that  iitlutioa  to  maintain  a  perfect  silence,  and  to 
permit  the  cotuniuee  to  nte,  that  he  might  take 
adrantaee  of  the  iajancliOD  imposed  upon  the 
Chair  of  never  entering  into  the  debate,  not  eren 
to  defend  himaelf.  This  adrantage  bad  been  ea- 
g«rly  seized,  and  the  Hous«  were  witneMei  of  the 
manner  of  liia  doing  iu  As  to  the  matter  cod- 
tained  in  the  reply,  it  was  not  of  soch  importance, 
nor  ao  worthy  of  notice,  tlie  Speaker  said,  as  id 
justify  his  reqnesting  the  Houie  to  go  again  into 
•  committee,  meiel)[  to  give  him  an  opportunity 
of  directly  and  positirely  contradicting  tbe  mem- 
ber from  Qeorgia.aii  he  should  most  Bssaredly  and 
positirely  do,  so  far  as  respected  the  proceedings 
of  the  Federal  Convention  in  1767. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third  leadiag  to-mor- 
row, aad  the  House  adjourned. 

Thcrsdat,  June  21. 
The  bill  making  appropriation  for  the  new  re- 
giment of  Bttillery  for  the  ^eai  1797,  and  the  bill 
proTiding  for  an  enumeration  of  the  inhabitants 
of  tbe  tailed  States,  was  read  the  third  time  and 

ALIENS. 

The  bill  concerning  aliens  having  been  read 
the  third  time,  the  question  was  pnL  "  Shall  this 
bill  pass?" 

Mr.  LiviNOBTON  said,  he  esteemed  it  one  of  the 
most  fortunate  occurrences  of  bis  life,  that,  afte) 
an  inevitable  absence  from  his  seat  in  that  House. 
he  had  arrived  in  time  to  express  his  dissent  ic 
the  passage  of  the  bill.  It  would  have  been  i 
source  of  eternal  regret,  and  the  keenest  remorse. 
If  any  private  afcirs,  any  domestic  concerns,  how- 
ever interesting,  bad  deprived  him  of  the  oppor- 
tunity he  was  then  about  to  use,  of  staling  his  ob- 
jections, and  recording  his  vote  aninst  an  act 
which  he  believed  was  in  direct  violation  of  tbe 
Constitution,  and  marked  with  every  characteris- 
tic of  the  most  odious  despotism. 

On  my  arrival,  sir,  Mr.  l!  said,  I  inquired  whi 
subject  occupied  the  attention  of  the  House,  an 
being  told  it  was  the  alienbill.Idirected  tbe  print- 
ed copy  to  be  brought  to  me,  but  to  my  great  s 
prise,- seven  or  eight  copies  of  different  acts 
the  same  subject'  were  put  into  my  bands — among 
them  it  was  difficult  (so  strongly  were  they  mark- 
ed by  the  same  family  features)  to  discover  the 
individnal  bill  then  under  discussion.  This  cir- 
cumstance gave  me  a  suspicion  tbe  principles  of 
the  measure  were  erroneous.  Truth  marcnes  di- 
rectly to  its  end  by  a  single  undevialing  path. 
Error  is  either  undetermined  on  its  object,  or  pur- 
sues it  Uirougb  a  thousand  winding  ways ;  tbe 
multiplicity  of  propositions,  therefore,  to  attain 
the  same  general  but  doubtful  end,  led  me  to  sus- 
pect that  neither  the  object  nor  the  means  pro- 
posed to  attain  it,  were  proper  and  necessary. 
These  surmises  were  confirmed  by  a  more  minute 
examination  of  the  act.  In  the  construction  of 
statutes,  it  is  a  received  rule  to  examine  what  was 
the  state  of  things  when  they  passed,  and  what 


were  tbe  evils  they  were  intended  to  remedy  ;  as 
these  circumstances  would  be  applied  in  tbe  con- 
struction of  the  law,  it  mi^ht  be  well  to  examine 
''         minutely  in  freminK  it.    The  slateof  things, 
are  to  judge  from  the  complexion  of  the  bill, 
be,  thai  a  number  of  sliens,  enjoying  the 
'  our  GoTernmenL  were  plotting  its 
that  they  are  engaged  in  treasonable 
maehinationsagainsta  people  whohave  given  them 
asylum  and  support,  and  that  there  is  no  pro- 
ion  to  provide  for  their  expulsion  and  puoish- 
mt.    If  these  things  are  so,  and  no  remedy  ez- 
9  for  the  evil,  one  ought  speedily  to  be  provided, 
t  even  then  it  most  he  a  remedy  that  is  contist- 
t  with  the  Coostitutioa  under  which  we  act; 
..  ',  as  by  thai  instrument  all  powers  not  express- 
ly given  by  it  to  the  Union  are  reserved'  to  tbe 
ales ;  it  follows  that,  tmless  in  expresi  nnthori- 
can  be  found,  vesting  us  with  the  power,  be 
e  evil  ever  so  great,  It  can  only  be  remedied  by 
the  several  Slates  who  have  never  delegated  the 
authority  to  Congreas.    But  this  point  will  be 
presently  examined,  and  it  will  not  be  a  difficult 
task  to  show  thai  the  provisions  of  this  bill  are 
not  only  unauthorized  by  the  Constitution,  bat 
•are  in  direct  violation  of  lis  fundamental  pnnei- 
pies,  and  contradictory  to  some  of  its  mosi  ex- 
press prohibitions ;  at  present,  it  is  only  necessary 
to  ask  whether  the  slate  of  things  contemplated 
by  the  bill  have  any  existence. 

'We  must  legislate  upon  facts,  not  on  surmises ; 
we  must  have  evidence,  not  vague  )uspicionB,  if 
we  meant  to  legislate  with  prudence.  What  faoti 
have  been  produced  ?  'What  evidence  bad  been 
submitted  to  the  House  1  I  have  heard,  sir,  of 
none ;  but  if  evidence  of  facts  could  not  be  pro- 
cured, at  least  it  might  have  been  expected  that 
reasonable  cause  of  suspicion  should  be  shown. 
Her^  again,  gentlemen  were  at  fault ;  they  could 
not  show  even  a  suspicion  why  aliens  ought  to  be 
suspected.  We  have,  indeed,  been  told  that  the 
fate  of  Venice,  Switzerland,  and  Batavia,  was  pro- 
duced by  the  interference  of  foreigners.  But  the 
instances  were  unfortnnate;  because  all  those 
Powers  have  been  overcome  by  foreign  force,  or 
divided  by  domestic  faction,  not  by  aliens  who  re- 
sided among  them,  and  if  any  instruction  was  to 
be  gained  from  those  Republics,  it  would  be,  that 
we  ought  to  banish  not  aliens^  but  all  those  who 
did  not  approve  of  the  Executive  acts.  This,  he 
believed,  gentlemen  were  not  ready  to  avow ;  but 
if  this  measure  prevailed,  he  should  not  think  the 
other  remote ;  but  if  it  bad  been  proved  that  these 
OovemmentB  were  destroyed  by  tbe  conspiracies 
of  aliens,  it  yet  remains  to  show  that  we  are  in 
tbe  same  situation  ;  or  that  any  such  plots  have 
been  detected,  or  are  even  reasonably  suspected 
here.  Nothiog  of  this  kind  has  been  yet  done. 
A  modern  Theseus,  indeed,  has  told  us  he  haa 
procured  a  clue  that  will  enable  him  to  penetrate 
the  labyrinth,  and  destroy  this  monster  or  sedition. 
Who  the  fair  Ariadne  is.  who  so  kindly  gave  him 
the  ball,  he  has  not  revealeU  ;  nor,  though  several 
I  days  have  elapsed  since  he  ondertook  the  adven- 
I  ture,  has  he  yet  told  us  where  the  monster  lurks. 
No  evidence,  then,  being  prodaced,  we  have  a  tight 
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to  My  thit  none  esiaU,  and  yet  we  are  about  to 
■anciion  a  most  important  act;  and  oo  what 
ground  ?  Out  individual  EOBpicions,  our  prLTate 
feus,  OUT  OTer>heated  imagiaations.  Seerng  no- 
tlking  to  excite  those  auapiciom,  and  not  feeling 
tbose  fear^  1  could  not  gire  my  aaient  to  the  bill, 
ercD  if  I  did  not  feel  a  superior  obligation  to  re- 
ject it  on  other  gronods. 

As  far  as  my  own  obeeiTation  goes,  I  hare  seen 
nothioK  like  the  state  of  things  contemplated  by 
the  bill.  Moat  of  the  aliens  I  hare  seen  were 
either  triumphant  Englishmen  or  Prenchmeii, 
with  dejection  in  their  countenances  and  grief  at 
their  hearta,  preparing  to  quit  the  country  and 
■eek  another  asylum.  But  if  these  plots  exist,  if 
this  treason  is  apparent,  if  there  are  aliens  guilty 
of  the  crimes  ascribed  to  them,  an  effectual  rem- 
edy  presenca  itself  for  the  evil.  We  iiave  already 
wise  laws,  we  hare  upright  judges  and  rigilant 
nagistratesj  and  there  is  no  necessity  of  arming 
the  ExecutiTe  with  the  destrnctive  power  propos- 
ed by  the  bill  now  on  your  table.  The  laws  now 
in  force  are  corupelenl  to  punish  every  treasona- 
ble or  seditious  attampt.  But  grant,  sir — what, 
kowever,  has  not  been  supported  by  fact — grant 
that  these  fears  are  not  visionary,  chat  the  dangers- 
are  imminent,  and  that  no  existing  law  is  suffi- 
cient to  avert  them  let  us  examine  whether  the 
proTisions  of  the  bill  are  conformable  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  theCoostiintioo:  if  it  should  be  found  to 
eontrarene  them,  I  trust  it  will  lose  many  of  its 
preseat  supporters;  but  if  not  only  contrary  to  the 
geoeral  spirit  and  the  principles  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, it  should  also  be  found  diametrically  oppo- 
site to  the  most  expreu  probibitions,  I  cannot 
doubt  that  it  would  be  rejecled  with  that  indig- 
Bant  decision  which  our  duty  to  our  country  and 
our  sacred  oath  demands. 

The  first  section  provides,  that  it  shail  be  law- 
6>1  for  the  President  "  to  order  all  such  aliens  as  be 
ahsll  judge  dangerous  to  the  peace  and  safely  of 
the  Uniied  8tai«,or  shall  have  reasonable  grounds 
to  suspect  are  concerned  in  any  treasonable  or 
Mcret  machinations  against  the  Government  thi 
af,  to  deport  out  of  Uie  United  Stales,  in  si 
time  as  snail  be  ezpresaed  in  snch  order,'' 

Our  Government,  sir,  is  founded  on  the  estab- 
lishment of  those  principles  which  constitute  the 
difference  between  a  free  CoDBtituiion  and  a  de- 
apoiie  power ;  a  distribution  of  the  Legisia 
Rxecnuve,  and  Judiciary  powers,  into  sei 
hands:  a  diatributioo  strongly  marked  in  the 
three  first  and  great  divisions  of  the  Constiiuiion ; 
by  the  first,  all  Legislative  power  is  given  to  Con- 

Sess,  the  second  vests  all  Legislative  functions  in 
e  President,  and  the  third  declares  that  ihe  Judi- 
ciary powers  shall  be  exercised  by  the  Supreme 
and  Inferior  Courts.  Here  then  is  a  division  of 
the  Governmental  powers  strongly  marked,  deci- 
sively pronounced,  and  every  act  of  one  or  all  of 
the  branches  that  tends  to  confound  these  pow- 
ffrs,  or  alter  this  arraagement,  must  be  destructive 
of  the  Coastilutioo.  Biamine,  then,  sir,  the  bill 
on  your  table,  and  deelare  whether  the  few  lines 
I  have  repeated  friMn  the  first  secLioti,  do  not  eon- 
fotiDd  thege  fundBnantal  powers  of  GoremmeM, 


vest  them  all  in  the  more  unqualified  terms  in  om 
hand,  and  thus  subvert  the  basis  on  which  oar 
liberties  rest. 

Legislative  power  prescribes  the  rule  of  aetioa; 
the  Judiciary  applies  that  general  rule  to  particu- 
lar cases,  and  it  is  the  province  of  the  Exoctiiive 
to  see  that  the  laws  are  oarrfetl  into  full  effect- 
In, all  free  Governments,  these  powers  are  exei> 
cised  by  different  man,«nd  their  union,  ui  iIm 
■■■  -'  >■       >  -'of  di 


same  hand,  is  the  peculiar  char 


rfdeapot- 


If  the  same  poww  that  make*  the  law  cam 
constrtict  it  to  suit  his  interest,  aitd  apply  it  M 
gratify  his  vei^reance;  il  he  can  ^  fortheTj  «■< 
execute,  according  to  bis  own  passions,  the  jud^ 
which  he  himself  has  pronooDeco,  op(»  hii 
construction  of  laws  which  be  alone  bac 
made,  what  other  features  are  wanted  to  comiriele 
the  picture  of  lyrannyl  Yet  all  this,  and  more,  b 
proposed  to  be  done  by  this  act ;  by  it  the  Pren- 
dent  alone  is  empowered  to  make  the  law,  to  fix 
in  his  mind  what  acts,  what  word^  what  thongbti 
or  looks,  shall  constitute  the  crime  contemplated 
by  the  bill,  that  is,  the  crime  of  being  "  suspected 
to  be  dangerous  to  the  peace  and  safety  of  the 
United  States-"  He  is  not  only  autfaorixed  ta 
make  this  law  for  his  own  conduct,  but  to  vary  it 
at  pleasure,  as  every  gust  of  passion,  every  cloud 
of  suspicion,  shall  agitate  or  darken  his  mind- 
T he  same  power  thatformed  the  law,  then,  applies 
it  to  the  guilty  or  innocent  victim,  whom  nis  owv 
suspicions,  or  the  secret  whisper  of  a  spy,  have 
dest^uated  as  its  object.  The  President,  then, 
having  made  the  law,  the  President  having  coa- 
Birued  and  applied  it,  the  same  President  is  by  the 
bill  authorized  to  execute  his  sentence,  in  case  of 
disobedience,  by  imprisonment  during  his  plea- 
sure. This,  then,  corner  completely  within  the 
definition  of  despotism — an  union  of  L^islative, 
Executive,  aod  Judicial  powers.  But  this  bill, 
sir,  does  not  stop  here ;  its  provisions  are  a  refine- 
ment open  despotism,  and  present  an  image  of  the 
most  fearful  tyranny.  Even  in  despotisms,  tbongfc 
the  monarch  legislates,  judges,  and  executes,  jet 
he  legislates  opoily ;  his  laws,  though  oppresstve^ 
are  uiown:  tbey  iv«cede  the  offence,  and  erery 
man  who  cnoocee  may  avoid  the  penalties  of  dis- 
obedience. Yet  be  judges  and  executes  by  proxy, 
ajid  his  privateintetestaor  passions  do  not  iufiamc 
the  mind  of  his  deputy. 

But  here,  ibe  law  is  so  closely  concealed  in  the 
same  mind  that  gave  it  bitth^ihe  crime  is  "ex- 
citing the  suspicions  of  the  President,"  but  no  man 
can  tell  what  conduct  will  avoid  that  auspicioD — 
a  careless  word,  perhaps  miwepreseateiL  or  never 
spoken,  may  be  sufiicient  evidence;  a  look  may 
destroy,  an  idle  gesture  may  insure  punishment; 
no  innocence  can  protect,  no  circumspection  can 
avoid  ibe  jealousy  of  suspicion ;  surronoded  far 
spies,  informers,  and  all  that  infamous  herd  wbicn 
fatten  under  laws  like  this,  the  imfortunate  sina- 
ger  will  never  know  either  of  the  law,  of  the  ac- 
cusation, or  of  the  judgment,  until  the  momrait  it 
is  put  in  execution;  he  will  detest  your  tyranay, 
and  fly  from  a  land  of  desolators,  inquisitions,  aad 

This,  sir,  u  a  refinement  of  the  detestable  coa- 
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trif  ance  of  the  DecemTira ;  thef  han^  the  tallies 
of  tbeir  laws  so  high  that  few  conid  read  them. 
A  tall  man,  however,  might  reaeh  them,  a  short 
oac  might  climb  and  lesni  their  contents,  bat  here 
the  law  i*  equally  ioaccesaible  to  high  and  low. 
Safely  concealed  in  the  breast  of  its  author,  do 
indnMry  or  caution  can  penetrate  thii  rece«s  and 
oiMain  a  knowledge  of  ita  provinons ;  noi,  even  if 
they  could,  a*  the  rale  is  not  pennanent,  would  it 
at  all  avail. 

Having  shown  tint  this  act  is  at  war  with  the 
ionduneDtal  principles  of  our  Oovenment,  1 
nigbl  Mop  here  in  the  certain  hope  of  its  rejec- 
doa.  Bat  1  can  do  nomore;  nnleSB  we  are  r«- 
aolved  to  pervert  the  meantng  of  terms,!  can  show 
that  the  Constitution  has  endeavored  to  "  make  its 
atuety  doably  sure,  and  take  a  bcwd  of  fate,"  by 


yon  now  eontemjdate.  One  of  these  is  contained 
IB  the  Diatb  aection  of  the  first  article ;  it  is  at  the 
head  of  the  articles  which  restrict  the  powers  of 
Oongreas,  and  declares  "  that  the  emigration  or 
Importatitm  of  sii<^  persons  as  any  of  the  States 
aball  think  proper  to  admit,  shall  not  be  prohibited 
wior  to  the  yev  IBOS."  Now,  sir,  where  is  the 
diAteace  betweoi  a  pown  to  prevent  the  arrival 
nt  alien*  and  a  power  to  send  tosm  away  as  toMi 
M  they  dial)  arrive?  To  me  they  appear  pre- 
eiaely  the  Mtne.  *  The  Constitution  expressly  E«ys, 
that  Congns*  shall  not  do  thi&  and  yet  Congvesa 
■re  about  to  dcle^te  this  piohihiied  power,  and 
•ay  that  the  President  may  exercise  it  as  ofiEefl  as 
plcasore  may  direct 

I  am  iaformed  that  an  answer  has  been  at- 
tempted to  this  argument,  by  saying,  that  the  ani- 
da,  tbon^  it  speaks  of  "  persoas,"  oolv  relates  to 
■bvesi  3ut  ■  conclusive  reply  to  this  answer 
may  be  drawn  iJrom  the  words  of  the  section ;  it 
apcaks  of  migration  and  importaiicm.  If  it  relates 
OMT  to  slaves,  "  impoiiation"  would  have  been 
•offieient;  bat  how  can  the  other  word  apply  to 
•laTesT  UtgratiOQ  is  a  voluntary  change  «'  a 
eoontrr ;  bat  who  ever  heard  of  a  migretioa  of 
■Uvea}  The  truth  is,  both  words  have  their  ap- 
yt«piiate  meaniac,  and  were  intended  lo  secare 
the  iatetcstt  of  different  quarters  of  the  Union. 
TIm  Middle  States  wished  to  secure  themselve* 


to  be  i^ohibiied  in  the  importatian  of  tlavea ;  and 
ta  iaalous  were  ih«y  of  this  pmviHaa,  that  the 
fifth  artsole  was  introdaeed  to  declare  that  the 
Coostitntion  dioold  not  be  amended  so  a*  to  do  it 
away. 

But  even  admit,  said  Mr.  L.,  the  absardity,  that 
Ae  word  "migration"  has  no  meaning,  or  one  Ibr- 
eicn  to  its  osual  acoeptatton,  and  that  the  ardek 
iwte*  only  to  slaves..  Even  this  sacrifice  of  com* 
■non  MBse  will  not  help  gentlemen  out  of  their 
4ihmma;  da ves  probably  always,  but  certainly  on 
their  &si  imporlatioa,  are  aliens ;  many  peoi4e 
think  they  are  always  "dangarons  to  the  peace 
aad  safety  ofthc  United  States!"  IfthePremdent 
sfaoald  be  of  this  opinion,  he  not  only  can,  bat,  bj 
the  tarns  of  this  law,  is  obliged  to  order  thtm  oS; 
bt  tba  act  ciemea  an  oUigalion  on  him  to  taiid 


■way  all  saeh  aliens  as  he  may  judge  daDgerovs 
to  the  praee  or  safety  <^  the  United  Stales.  Thus, 
according  to  the  most  ftvorable  cr "--   — 


lod  pleasure  of  the  President — and  this, 
too,  in  defiance  of  the  only  article  of  the  ConstitO' 
lion  that  is  declared  to  be  unalterable.  Bu^  let 
us,  sir.  for  a  moment,  if  it '  be  possible,  let  ns  ima- 
gine inat  a  Constitution,  founded  on  a  division  of 
powers,  into  three  hands,  may  be  preserved,  a^ 
though  these  powers  should  be  surrendered  into 
one ;  let  us  imagine,  if  we  can,  that  the  States  in- 
taided  to  restrict  toe  General  Gtovernmeitt  ftaat 
preventing  the  arrival  of  persons  whom  they  were 
yet  willing  to  suffer  that  Oenaal  Qoverament  to 
ship  off  as  soon  as  they  should  arrive :  grant  all 
tbis.  and  they  will  be  as  far  from  establishing  the, 
Constitutionality  of  the  bill  as  they  were  at  the 
first  moment  it  was  proposed ;  for,  in  the  third 
article  it  is  provided,  that  aU  "  Jiidiciai  power 
shall  be  vested  in  the  Supreme  and  liiferior  Courts, 
that  the  trial  of  all  crimes  shall  be  by  jury,"  ex- 
cept in  case  of  impeachment ;  and  in  the  sevoiA 
and  eighth  amendments,  this  {Rovision  is  repeated 
and  enforced  by  others,  which  declare  that,  "no 
man  'stialt  be  held  to  ana^er  f(Hr  a  capital  or 
otherwise  infsmons  crime,  unless  on  a  present- 
Tneol  of  a  grand  jury  ;"  that  "in  all  crmunal  proa- 
ecntions  the  accnsed  shall  enjoy  the  right  to  a 
speedy  and  public  trial,  by  an  impartial  jury  of 
toe  State  and  district  wherein  the  mme  shall  have 
been  committed,  which  district  shall  have  been 
previonsly  ascertaiBed  by  la'w ;  and  to  be  inibrm* 
ed  of  tbe  nature  and  cause  of  the  accosation  ;  to 
be  confronted  with  the  witnesses  against  him;  te 
have  compulsory  process  for  obtaining  witneasea 
in  bis  favor,  and  lo  have  the  assistance  of  oonnsd 
for  his  defence."  Now,  sir,  what  minute  article  ia 
these  (eveial  provisions  of  the  Constimtion  is 
there  that  is  not  violated  by  this  bill  1  All  the 
bulwarks  which  it  opposed  to  cncroachaients,  fhfl 
before  peraonal  liberty,  fall  before  this  engine  of 
oiwesBion. 

Judiciary  power  is  taken  hom  courts,  and  gives 
to  the  Riecative,  tbe  previous  safeguard  of  a  pra- 
sentment  by  a  grand  inquest  is  removed  ;  tbe  trial 
by  jury  is  aboUshed  ;  the  "public  trial"  required 
by  the  CoDstitntion  is  changed  into  a  searet  and 
worse  than  inquisitorial  trininal ;  instead  of  giT- 
ing  "  informatioo  on  the  nature  and  cause  of  the 
accosation,"  the  criminaL  i^orant  of  his  ofienee 
and  the  danger  to  which  ne  is  exposed,  never  hean 
of  either  until  the  judgm^i  is  passed  and  the  sen- 
tence is  executed ;  instead  of  oeiiig  "  confronted 
with  his  accusers,"  he  is  kept  alike  ignonnt  of 
their  names  and  tbetresistence;  and  even  the  foati 
of  a  trial  being  dispensed  with,  itwonldbcamocb- 
ery  to  talk  of  "  ^oofs  for  witnesses,"  or  the  "  a» 
sistauce  of  counsel  for  defence"— thus  are  all  the 
barriers  which  the  wisdom'  and  humanity  of  onr 
country  had  i^oed  between  accused  innocence 
and  (^pressed  power,  at  once  forced  and  broken 
down.  Not  a  vesti^  even  of  their  form  reraaiaa.  ■ 
No  indictment ;  bo  jury ;  no  trial ;  no  public  pn^ 
cedure ;  no  stalesaent  (tf  the  accusatitm ;  no  axana- 
inatioa  cS  the  witaewea  in  itsnippott;  ao  coaa- 
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■d  for  defence ;  all  U  darlmesr,  silence,  myaterv, 
aud  suspicion.  But,  as  if  this  were  not  eDougb, 
the  uofortuaate  victims  of  this  law  are  told  in  Uie 
next  section,  that  if  they  cao  convioce  the  Presi- 
dent that  bis  suspicions  are  unfounded,  he  may,  if 
he  pleases,  give  them  a  license  to  slay ;  bui,  how 
remOTC  his  suspicions,  when  they  know  not  on 
what  act  they  were  founded  ?  Miserable  mockery 
of  justice !  appoioi  an  arbitrary  Judge  anned  with 
Lfegialaiire  and  Bxecutive  powers  added  to  bb 
own !  let  him  condemn  the  unheard,  the  unaccus- 
ed object  of  his  suspicion ;  and,  [hen,  to  coTcr  tbe 
injustice  of  the  scene,  gravely  tell  him,  you  ought 
not  to  complain — vouneedtmly  disprove  facts  that 

Ku  have  never  neard— remove  suspicions  that 
ve  never  been  commoaicated  to  you;  itwil)b« 
easy  to  convince  your  Judg^  whom  you  shall  not 
approach,  that  he  is  i^rannical  and  unjust;  and, 
having  done  this,  we  give  him  the  power  be  bad 
before,  to  pardon  you,  if  he  pleases. 

So  obviously  do  the  Con siitu lion al  objections 

Sesent  themselves,  thai  their  existence  cannot  be 
nied,  and  two  wretched  subterfuges  are  resorted 
to,  10  remove  them  out  of  sight.  First,  it  is  said, 
the  bill  does  not  contemplate  the  punishment  of 
any  crime;  and,  iherefoie,  ibe  provisions  in  the 
Constitution  retative'to  criminal  proceedings  and 
Judiciary  powers  do  not  apply.  But,  have  the 
gentlemen  who  reason  ibus,  read  the  bill ;  or  is 
everything  forgotten,  in  our  zealous  hurry  to  pass 
iti  What  are  the  offences  upon  which  it  is  to 
operate  1  Not  only  the  ofieace  of  being  "  suspect- 
ed of  being  dangerous  to  the  peace  and  safety  of 
the  United  States,"  but  also  that  of  being  "con- 
cerned in  any  treasonable  or  secret  machinations 
against  the  Qovernment  thereof."  And  this,  we 
are  told,  is  no  crime  I  a  tieasonible  machinalion 
against  the  Grorernment  is  not  the  subject  of  crim- 
inal jurisprudence)  Good 'Heaven!  to  what  ab- 
surdities does  an  ovn-zealous  attachment  to  par- 
ticular measures  lead  us!  .In  order  to  punish  a 
particular  act  we  are  forced  to  say,  that  treason  is 
no  cricie,  and  plotting  against  our  Government  is 
BO  offence !  And,  to  support  this  fine  hypothssiit, 
ve.are  obliged  to  plunge  deeper  in  absurdity,  and 
mf  that,  as  the  acU  spoken  of  in  the  bill,  are  no 
cnmesj  so  the  penalty  contained  in  it  is  no  pdoish- 
ment,  it  is  only  a  prevention ;  that  is  to  say,  we 
invite  strangers  to  come  among  as;  we  declare 
•olemnly  that  Government  shall  not  prevent  them ; 
wa  entice  them  over  by  the  deiuuve  prospect  of 
advantage;  in  many  parts  of  the  Union  we  per- 
mit them  to  hold  lanos,  and  give  them  oiber  ad- 
lanlages,  while  they  are  waiting  for  the  period  at 
which  we  have  promised  a  full  participation  of 
oil  our  rights.  An  unfortunate  stranger,  dissnsted 
with  tyrannv  at  home,  thinks  he  shall  find  free* 
4om  beret  oe  accepts  our  conditions;  be  puts 
faith  in  our  promises ;  be  vests  his  whole  property 
in  OUT  hands ;  be  has  dissolved  his  former  connex- 
ions, and  made  your  country  bis  own.  Bui,  while 
ke  b  patiently  waiting  the  expiration  of  the  period 
.  that  isto  crown  the  work,  and  entitle  him  to  all  the 
rights  of  a  citizen,  the  tale  of  a  domestic  spy,  or 
the  calamny  of  a  secret  enemy,  diawi  on  him  the 
•upicioBs  of  (he  President,  and,  unheard,  he  is  or- 


dered to  quit  the  spot  which  he  sdected  for  bis 
retreat,  the  country  which  he  had  chosen  fpt  his 
own,  perhaps  the  family  which  was  his  only  con- 
solation in  life,  he  is  ordered  to  retire  to  a  country 
whose  Government,  irritated  by  bis  renunciation 
of  its  authority,  will  receive  only  to  punish  him ; 
and  all  this,  we  are  told,  is  no  punishment. 

Again,  we  are  told  that  the  Const  iiutioaal  coin- 
pact  was  made  between  citizens  only,  and  that, 
therefore,  its  provisions  were  not  intended  to  ex- 
tend to  aliens,  and  that  this  acting  only  on  them, 
is,  thereft^e,  not  forbidden  hy  the  Conatitation. 
But,  unfortunately,  neither  common  law,  eommtw 
justice,  nor  the  nractice  of  any  civilized  natioik 
will  permit  this  distinction.  Itisanocknowledgea 
princiide  of  ibe  commdn  law,  the  auiboritv  of 
which  is  established  here,  tiiat  alien  friends,  (and 
permit  me  to  observe  that  they  ara  such  only  who 
we  contemplate  in  this  hill,  for  we  have  another 
before  us  to  send  off  alien  enemies,^  residing 
among  us,  ore  entitled  to  the  protection  of  otn 
laws,  and  that  during  their  residence  they  owe 
a  temporary  allegiance  lo  our  Government  If  ' 
ibpy  are  accused  of  violating  this  allegiance,  the 
same  laws  which  interpose  in  ibe  case  of  a  cit»- 
zen  must  determiae  the  truth  of  the  accusation, 
and  if  foimd  guilty  they  are  liable  to  the  same 
punishment.  This  rule  is  consonant  to  the  prinr 
cipleJ  of  common  juslicej  for  who  would  ever  re- 
port to  another  country,  if  be  alone  was  marked 
oat  as  the  object  of  arbitrary  power  1  It  is  equally 
nnfoiinuaie,  too,  for,this  argument  that  the  Con- 
stitution expressly  excludes  any  idea  of  this  dis- 
tinction ;  it  speaks  of  all  "judicial  power,"  "  all 
trials  for  crimes,"  all  ''criminal  prosecutions,"  all 
"  persons  accused."  No  distinction  between  citi- 
zen and  alien,  between  high  or  low.  friends  or 
opposersiio  the  Executive  power,  republican  and 
royalist.  Allare  entitled  to  the  same  equal  distri- 
bution of  justice^  to  the  some  humane  provisitm 
to  protect  ibeir  innocence  ;  all  are  liable  to  the 
same  punishment  that  await*  their  guilt.  How 
comes  it,  too,  if  these  Constitutional  provisioni 
were  intended  for  the  safety  of  the  citizen  only, 
tbat  our  couita  uniformly  extend  them  all,  and 
that  we  never  hear  it  inquired  whether  the  ae- 
eused  is  a  citizen,  before  we  give  him  a  public 
trial  by  jury  1 

So  manifest  do  these  violations  of  the  Conslitii- 
tion  appear  to  me,  so  futile  Ae  arguments  intbejr 
defence,  that  they  press  seriously  on  my  mind  and 
sink  it  even  to  despondency.    They  have  been  so 

flaring  to  my  understanding  that  1  nave  felt  it  my 
uly  lo  speak  of  them  in  a  manner  that  may  pef 
haps  give  offence  to  men  whomIesteem,and  who 
seem  to  think  diSerently  on  that  subject;  bom, 
however,  I  can  assure  them,  is  intendra. 
I  have  seen  measnics  carried  in  this  Honaa 


ness  to  so  open,  so  wanton,  and  undisguised  on 
attack.  I  have  now  done,  sir,  with  the  act,  and 
come  to  consider  the  consequences  of  its  operation. 
One  of  the  most  serious  bos  been  anticipated, 
when  1  described  the  blow  it  would  sive  to  the 
Constiiaiion  of  our  Gouatrr.    We  snould  can- 
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tioasly  beware  of  the  first  bci  of  violation.  Habitu- 
'  ated  to  overleap  its  bounds,  we  become  familiarlEed 
to  the  guilt,  and  dieregBrd  the  danger  of  a  second 
oSeoce,  until,  pToceedmg  from  one  authorized  act 
to  another,  we  at  length  throw  off  all  rntraiat 
which  our  Constitutioa  has  imposed ;  and  very 
aoon  not  eren  tlie  aemblanee  of  its  form  will  re- 

Bat  tf,  regardless  of  our  duty  as  citizens,  and 
our  solemn  obligation  ai  represeotaiiTes ;  regard- 
ICM  of  the  rights  of  our  cocsiitgeotB ;  reganlless 
of  every  sanciiOD,  human  and  divine;  if  we  are 
ready  to  violate  tbe  Constitution  we  have  sworn 
to  defend — will  the  people  submit  to  our  unau- 
thorized actsf  Will  the  States  sanction  our 
dturped  powfTl  Sir,  they  ought  not  to  submit; 
they  would  deserve  the  chains  which  these  mMs- 
ures  are  forging  for  them,  if  they  did  not  resist. 
For  1st  no  man  vainly  imagine  that  the  evil  it  to 
atop  here,  that  a  ttrw  onprotected  aliens  only  are 
to  M  a^cted  by  this  inquisitorial  power.  The 
aame  arguments  which  enforce  those  provisions 
against  aliens,  apply  with  e^ual  streusth  to  en- 
acting them  in  the  case  of  citizens.  The  citizen 
has  no  other  protection  for  his  personal  security, 
that  I  know,  against  laws  like  this,  than  the  hu- 
mane provisions  I  have  cited  from  the  Constitu- 
tion. But  all  these  apply  in  common  to  ibe  citi- 
zen and  the  stranger ;  ''  all  crimes"  are  to  be  tried 
by  jury;  "no  pereon"  shall  be  held  to  answer 
unless  on  presentment;  in  all  "criminal  prosecu- 
tions" the  "  accused"  is  to  be  informed  of  the  na- 
ture of  the  charge^  to  be  confronted  with  the  wit- 
ncEses  against  nim ;  ma^  have  process  to  enforce 
the  appearance  of  those  in  his  favor ;  and  is  to  be 
allowed  counsel  for  his  defence.  Unless,  there- 
fore, wecan  believe  that  treasonable  machinations, 
and  the  other  offences  dascribed  in  the  bill,  are 
not  "crimes;"  that  an  alien  is  not  a  "person;" 
and  that  one  charged  with  treasonable  practices  is 
not  "accused  ;"  nnless  we  can  believe  all  this,  in 
contradiction  to  our  nnderstaoding,  to  received 
opinions,  and  the  uniform  practice  of  our  courts, 
we  must  allow  that  all  these  provisions  ex- 
tend equally  to  aliens  and  natives,  and  that 
the  citizen  has  no  other  security  for  his  per- 
aonal  safety  than  is  extended  to  the  EirangeT 
who  is  within  his  gates.  If,  therefore,  this  secu- 
rity is  violated  in  one  instance,  what  pledge  have 
we  that  it  will  not  in  the  other  1  The  same  plea 
of  necesaitjr  will  justify  both.  Either  [he  offences 
described  id  the  act  are  crimes,  or  ihejr  are  not. 
If  they  are,  then  all  the  humane  pfov  is  ions  of  the 
Constitution  forbid  the  mode  of  ptinishment,  or 
^venting  them,  equally  as  relates  to  aliens  and 
citiEens.  If  thet  are  not  crimes,  then  the  citizen 
has  no  more  safety  by  the  Constitution  than  the 
alien  has ;  for  all  those  provisions  apply  only  to 
crime*.  Bo  that,  in  either  event,  the  citizen  has 
the  same  reason  to  expect  a  similar  law  to  the  one 
DOW  before  jroa ;  which  subjects  bis  person  to  tbe 
imcontrollca  despotism  of  a  single  man.  You  have 
already  been  lold  of  plots  and  conspiracies ;  and 
ail  the  frightful  images  that  were  necessary  to 
keep  up  tbe  present  system  of  terror  and  alarm 
ware  prNentMl  to  you.    But  who  were  implicated 


by  these  dark  hints — these  mysterious  allusions? 
They  were  our  own  citizens,  sir.  not  aliens.  If 
there  is  then  any  necessiiy  for  the  sysiem  now 
proposed,  it  ismore  necessary  to  be  enforced  against 
our  own  citizens  than  against  strangers  ;  and  I 
have  no  doubt,  that  either  in  this,  or  some  othtr 
shjpe.  this  will  be  attempted.  I  nowaak,  sir,  whe- 
ther tne  people  of  America  are  prepared  for  this  1 
Whether  they  are  willing  to  part  with  all  the 
means  which  the  wisdom  of  their  ancestors  disco- 
vered, and  their  own  caution  so  lately  adopted,  to 
secure  their  own  persons  1  Whether  they  are 
ready  to  submit  to  imprisonment  or  exile  when- 
ever suspicion,  calumny,  or  vengeance,  shall  mark 
them  for  rnini  Are  iney  base  enougD  to  be  pre- 
pared for  this  1  No,  sir;  they  will,  I  repeal  it,  they 
will  resist  this  tyrannic  system  ;  the  people  will 
oppose  it'-the  States  will  not  submit  to  its  opera- 
tion. They  ought  not  to  acqniesce,  and  1  pray  to 
Qod  they  never  may. 

My  opinions,  sir,  cm  this  subject,  ate  explicit, 
and  I  wish  they  may  be  known ;  they  are,  thai 
whenever  our  Laws  manifestly  infringe  the  Con- 
stitution under  which  they  were  made,  the  people 
ougbi  not  to  hesitate  which  they  should  ."obey.  If 
we  exceed  our  powers,  we  become  tyrants,  aikd 
our  acts  have  no  effect.  Thus,  sir,  one  of  the  flnt 
effecia  of  measures  such  as  this,  if  they  be  not  ac- 
quiesced in,  will  be  disaffection  among  the  State^ 
and  opposition  among  the  people  to  your  Qovern* 
meat — tumults,  violations,  and  a  recurrence  to  first 
revolutionary  principles.  If  they  are  submitted 
to,  the  consequences  will  be  worse.  After  such 
manifest  violation  of  tbe  principles  of  our  Consti- 
tution, the  form  will  not  long  be  sacred ;  presently, 
every  vestige  of  it  will  be  lost  and  swallowed  up 
in  the  gulf  of  despotism.  But.  should  the  evil  pro- 
ceed no  further  than  the  execution  of  tbe  preaeKt 
law,  what  a  fearful  picture  will  our  country  pre- 
sent 1  Tbe  system  of  eapionage  being  thus  estab- 
lished, the  country  will  swarm  with  informers, 
spies,  delators,  and  all  that  odious  reptile  tribe  that 
breed  in  the  sunshine  of  despotic  power ;  that  suck 
the  blood  of  (be  unfortunate,  and  creep  into  tbe 
bosom  of  sleeping  innocence,  only  to  awake  it  with 
a  baming  wound.  The  hours  of  the  most  nneac- 
peciing  confidence,  the  intimacies  of  friendship, 
or  the  recesses  of  domestic  retirement,  afford  no 
security.  The  companion  whom  you  must  trust, 
the  friend  in  whom  you  must  confide,  the  domestic 
who  waits  in  your  chamber,  are  all  templed  to 
betray  yonr  imprudence  or  unguarded  follies;  to 
misrepresent  your  words;  to  convey  lhem,distorted 
by  calumny,  to  the  secret  tribunal  where  jealousy 
presides — where  fear  officiates  as  accuser,  and  sus- 
picion is  the  only  evidence  that  is  heard. 

These,  bad  as  they  are,  are  not  the  only  iU  con- 
sequences of  these  measures.  Among  them  wa 
may  reckon  the  loss  of  wealth,  of  population,  and 
of  commerce.  Oeiitlcmen  wno  support  the  bill 
seemed  to  be  aware  of  ihi't,  when,  yesterday,  they 
introduced  a  clause  to  securethe  properly  of  thoae 
who  might  be  ordered  to  go  on.  They  should 
have  foreseen  tbe  consequences  of  the  step  they 
have  been  taking.  It  is  now  too  late  to  discover 
that  large  smna  are  drown  from  the  banks,  and 
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tku  B  greai  capital  ia  taken  from  conuneice.  It  ii 
iidiculou9,  even,  to  observe  the  solicitude  they 
■how  to  retain  tbe  wealth  of  these  dangerous  men, 
whose  penoDs  they  are  so  eag«T  to  get  rid  of.  If 
they  wish  to  retain  it,  it  must  he  by  giviag  them 
security  to  theii  persons,  and  asauring  them,  that 
while  they  retpect  the  laws,  the  laws  will  protect 
them  from  arbitrarv  power.  It  must  be,  in  short, 
b^  rejecting  the  bill  on  your  table.  I  might  mea- 
Uon  many  other  isferioi  caDsidetations ;  but  I 
Mtght,  air,  rather  to  entreat  the  pardon  of  the 
House  for  harina  tonohed  on  this  topic,  which, 
eompared  to  the  breiwih  of  our  CooatitulioD,  and 
the  establishment  of  arbitrary  power,  every  other 
topic  is  trifling.  Arguments  of  convenience  sink 
into  nothing;  the  preaeTvation  of  wealth,  the  in- 
terCBi  of  commerce,  however  weighty  on  other 
occasions,  here  lose  their  importance.  When  toe 
fondamental  principles  of  freedom  are  in  danger, 
we  are  temptsl  to  borrow  the  impressive  UoRiuge 
of  a  foreign  speaker,  and  exclaim,  ''  Perish  our 
commeice,  let  our  Coiutitntion  live  !"  Perish  our 
riches,  let  our  freedom  live  L — this,  air.  would  be  the 
■entimsnt  of  erery  American,  were  tne  alternative 
between  submission  and  wealth.  But  here,  sir,  it 
it  proposed  to  destroy  onr  wealth  in  oider  to  ruin 
ou  commerce — not  in  Order  to  pieserre  our  Con- 
stimtioii,but  to  breakit — not  to  secnieoui  froedom, 
but  lo  abandon  it. 


ftnt  opoi  stab  to  the  princiides  of  our  QovernmeBt. 
Onr  mistaken  zeal,  like  that  of  the  patriarch  of 
old,  bas  bound  one  viotim ;  it  lies  at  the  foot  of 
the  altar.  A  sacrifice  of  the  first-born  ofispring 
ai  freedom  is  proposed  by  those  who  gave  it  birth. 
The  hand  is  already  raised  to  strike,  and  nothing, 
I  fear,  bnt  the  voice  of  Heaven,  can  arrest  the  im- 
pious blow. 

Let  not  gentlemen  flatter  themselrea  that  the 
fervor  of  the  moment  can  make  the  people  insen- 
riUa  to  these  aggresstons.  It  is  an  honest,  nobU 
warmth,  prodaeed  by  an  indicant  sense  of  mjury. 
It  will  never,  I  trust,  be  extinct,  while  there  is  a 
proper  eaose  to  excite.  But  tbe  people  of  America, 
rir,  thou^  watchful  against  foreign  aggression, 
are  not  eareleas  of  domestic  encroachment;  they 
ue  as  jealous,  sir,  of  their  liberties  at  home  as  of 
the  power  and  prosperity  of  their  country  abroad ; 
tkey  will  awake  to  a  sense  of  their  danger.  Do 
Bol  let  us  flatter  ounelves,  thai,  that  these  laea- 
snres  will  be  unobserved  or  diaregsTded.  Do  not 
let  us  be  told,  sir,  that  we  excite  a  fervor  against 
foreign  a^(Kasion  only  to  establish  tyranny  at 
home;  that,  like  the  arch  traitor,  we  cry  "Hail 
Cobimbia  I"  at  tbe  moment  we  are  betraying  her 
ta  destruction ;  that  we  sing  out  "Happy  Umdl" 


when  we  are  pluneing  it  in  ruin  or  disgrace ;  and 
it  we  are  absurd  enough  lo  call  oureelves  "yiw 


that  1 


mti  uiHghUned^'  while  we  advocate  principles 
that  woiud  have  di^iaced  the  age  of  Gothic  tat- 
buiiy,  and  establish  a  code,  ecHnpared  to  which, 
the  ofdeal  is  wise,  and  the  trial  by  battle  is  merci- 
ful and  jnit. 

When  Hi.  LiviHOaToii  had  ctmeladed, 


Mr.  KiTTEBA  said  he  hoped  that  this  bill  wovU 
not  only  jnss,  but  that  it  would  be  followed  by  a 
strong  sedition  bill ;  aiM  that  they  would,  togethec, 
preserve  us  from  the  dangers  with  which  we  ate 
threatened  from  inleiaai  enemies.  The  Coustita- 
lioD,  he  said,  in  the  bands  <rf  politiciana,  was  like 
polemics  in  the  hands  of  divines :  it  was  made  to 
prove  everything  or  nothing.  And  he  hoped  gen- 
tlemen would  ^lieve  him  sincere,  wben  he  de- 
clared he  never,  in  his  opinion,  heard  a  docirise 
more  fiaugbt  with  heresy,  and  inconsistent  with 
reason,  than  the  doctrine  opposed  to  this  bill.  Are 
we,  said  Mr.  K.,  at  one  time  to  be  told  that  this 
Governmeat  is  so  strong  as  to  be  dangerous  lo 
liberty,  and  at  another,  that  we  have  no  Coostita- 
lional  power  to  prevent  imminent  danger  to  the 
Qov ernment from  seditious  persons?  Mr.  K.  be- 
lieved, if  we  had  anything  to  apprehend  on  accooiit 
of  our  liberty,  the  danger  did  not  atise  from  Gov- 
ernment having  too  much  power,  tml  from  its  waM 
of^wer. 

The  power  proposed  to  be  exercised  by  this  bill 
ia  exercised  by  erery  Govemment  upon  earth, 
whether  despotic  or  aemoetatic.  France  herselL 
that  I(U)(iq/'M6er(y,  remove*  both  atie a  friends  ana 
alien  enemies.  It  is  a  right  which  every  man  ex- 
eicises  in  his  own  house,  by  turning  out  of  it, 
without  ceremtHiy,  any  person  whom  he  thinki 
dangerous  to  the  peace  and  welfare  of  his  &milv. 
Indeed  it  was  absurd,  in  the  extreme,  to  be  told 
that  tbe  States  might  exercise  this  power,  bnt  that 
the  United  States  could  not  exercise  it. 

Gentlemen  had  said  that,  if  the  Preaideat  had 
this  power  given  lo  him,  he  might  remove  a  laor- 
derer  or  felon  from  justice,  by  sending  him  out  of 
the  country.  It  might  also  be  said,  Ibat  he  might 
pardon  a  criminal  al'ter  he  has  been  legally  con- 
victed ;  which  he  certainly  might  da,  if  he  was 
disposed  to  abuse  his  power. 

But  the  gentleman  thun  New  York  calls  npoa 
the  people  to  resist  this  law,  because  it  is  unconr 
BliiuiionaL  This  was  a  doctrine  which  Hi.  K. 
could  by  no  means  accord  with ;  it  was  a  doctrine 
which  ne  did  not  expect  to  have  heard  adranecd 
on  this  floor.  There  is  a  Judicial  power  which 
will  sit  in  judgment  upon  our  acts  ;  but  to  eaU 
upon  the  people  to  resist  the  law,  was  a  doctrine 
big  with  mischief.  If  a  law  be  uncoastitution^ 
the  Judges  will  leluse  to  execute  it. 

If  this  power  was  not  given  to  ibe  President,  an 
enemy  might  even  import  an  army,  and  Goven- 
meni  might  be  totd^  they  could  not  remove  ihcB 
until  th^  had*rec«tved  a  l^sj  trial. 

Mr.  Otis  said,  it  eonld  not  be  expected  oi 
thought  neeessaiy,  in  this  stage  of  the  bill,  that  be 
should  attempt  a  fuU  and  methodical  reply  to  a 
speech  of  such  ipreat  and  evident  preparation  a* 
that  of  the  g^entleman  from  New  York— certainly 
his  observatiaus,  however,  should  not  be  permit- 
ted to  pass  without  a  few  remarks. 

Mr.  O.  congratulated  the  House'  upon  the  re- 
turn of  that  gentleman  after  so  long  an  abeenee 
from  his  duty.and  on  the  advantages  to  bcexpect- 
ed  from  his  taieols  and  eloquence.  Tbe  pleasnte 
which  he  derived  from  this  circumstance,  on  the 
[HBaeat  ocoaiion.  would  have  been  mote  wntxn, 
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himadf  acquainted  with  the  ptoceediugs  of  the 
House  in  ihe  former  stages  of  tbe  bill ;  it  would 
bave  saved  himself  the  fatifue,aod  his  bearers  from 
(he  impatience  of  repeating  and  lisieaiog  to  arffu- 
meata  that  had  been  previously  exhausted.  After 
so  loDB  an  iateival  of  repose,  this  ikiiiuishiDg, 

ri  old  grouQd  might  be  sport  to  bim,  but  it  was 
osl  death  to  some  of  his  hearers. 

The  gentleman  had  rallied  his  friend  from  South 
Carolina,  in  a  ve.'^  pleaMtnt  vein,  on  the  subject 
(tf  (he  clue  ta  which,  some  davs  ago,  his  friend 
had  allad»d,  and  he  had  hiiBself  laade  a  classical 
sllusijoa  to  the  fable  of  the  Minotaur ;  to  do  jus- 
tice to  the  geodeman,  he  disdained  the  assistance 
of  a  clue  iu  his  pursuit  of  the  object  vhicii  he 
meant  to  encounter ;  he  valiantly  seized  the  "bull 
by  the  hora*,"  and  endeavored,  by  one  hold  eSbrl, 
to  overtUTD  a  decision  which  had  already  beeo 
lanciioned  by  large  majorities  in  both  Houses. 
He  did  not  believe  that  victory  would  declare  for 
the  gentleman,  but  thought  he  was  lost  in  a  laby- 
linth  of  eriors. 

The  gentlemait  comjilajna  most  piteously  of  the 
coadact  of  the  Houk,  in  undertaking  to  legislate, 
widiuut  evidence,  upon  the  question  before  tbem. 
■ttd  implores  them  not  to  make  a  breach  in  tbe 
Constitution  upon  mere  surmises,  and  vociferates 
for  the  evidence  of  plots  and  conspiracies  against 
tht  Ooveramenl. 

Mr.  O.  never  understood  that  it  was  necessary 
to  examine  witneraea  in  the  ordinary  course  of 
legislation,  and  tbe  gentleman  shooM  recollect 
tut,  in  ihme  ca»es,  the  full  evideoce  does  not  ap- 
pear until  the  explosion  (  the  proof  consists  in  the 
catastrophe,  and  when  theenemy  is  in  posBessian 
of  the  citadel,  it  is  too  late  (o  inquire  by  what 
laeans  (he  mine  was  sprung.  But,  if  the  gentle- 
man is  Bltll  clamorous  for  evidence,  let  him  look, 
said  he,  at  the  "Ruinsof  Empires,-"  let  him  recol- 
lect the  literati  and  journalists,  the  agents,  official 
and  unofficial,  that  have  been  in  wis  country. 
Who,  said  be,  is  the  present  Minisler  of  Foreign 
Afiairs  in  France  1  Has  he  not  made  the  tour  of 
this  Continent ;  has  he  not  been  naturalized  un- 
der our  laws,  received,  obeiished,  and  domesticated 
in  oui  families?  Have  not  the  French,  bereio- 
fore,  pushed  tbeii  intrigues  into  some  of  the  first 
oSces  of  our  Oovenimient  1  Do  not  our  bad  citi- 
zsns-cocrespond  with  the  agents  of  the  Directory, 
and  does  Aot  that  Directory  botut  of  its  diplomatic 
means,  aod,  of  course,  calculate  od  individuals 
here  to  give  efficiency  to  those  means  1  Are  not, 
in  short,  hesaid,the  victories  of  France,  her  influ- 
«see,and  facility  in  re v ol u t ion-making,  lo  be  im- 
paled to  (he  system  of  espionage  which  she  has 
■o  well  digeeled.  rather  than  to  any  other  cause  1 
Most  ondoubtedly  they  wcze,  or  history  was  un- 
'  Eutbful,  and  the  concurrent  testimony  of  thoo- 
MUtds  and  tbe  eviAence  of  the  senses  were  unwor- 
thy of  trust.     - 

Farther  than  (kis^  if  the  gentleman  insisted 
itpoo  evidence  of  seditious  disposition*  in  our  coun- 
try, he  would  refer  him  to  his  own  speech  which 
he  had  just  uttered.  That  gentleman  had  just 
pwachtJ  up  (he  duty  of  insurrectiim  in  his  plac« ; 
5th  Cos.— 64 


he  had  called  upon  the  people  to  reaist  the  laws- 
Never  had  lie  expected  to  hear  this  French  doo- 

'  le  enrucced  as  orthodox  upon  that  floor.    Ha 

lid  hardly  believe  his  own  ears.  Qood  God  I 
..  jiaimed  be,  what  society  has  that  geatleman 
frequented  1  what  books  has  he  read  7  He  couU 
not  believe  that  thegeatlecnau  was  himself  ready 
to  resist  the  laws  or  join  in  aa  iosurrection.  Theae 

:re  aot  his  own  principles ;  they  were,  howevei, 

idence  of  ihe  contagion  of  the  French  mania. 
When  a  mind  like  that  of  the  gentleman  is  so  Mr 
sily  infected,  no  better  evidence  need  be  require* 
of  the  necessity  of  purifying  tbe  country  from  the 

urces  of  pollution. 

When  the  gentleman  condescended  to  favor  tha 
House  with  something  like  argument,  he  endea- 
vored to  prove  that  the  present  bill,  by  aceumnt 
lating  the  Legislatiye  and  Judicial  powers  int* 
the  hands  of  the  Executive,  mil italea  against  tht 
Constitution,  which  has  provided  for  the  separa* 
tion  of  those  departments ;  thai,  by  this  bill,  the 
President  would  be  law-giver,  judge,  and  jury, 
and  that  inoffensive  men  nught  behsjiished  for 
crimes  of  which  they  were  innocent,  by  laws  or 
upon  charges  of  which  they  were  ignorant.  In 
the  whole  scope  of  this  argument  the  ffentlema& 
proceeds  upon  (he  very  erroneous  hypotnesis,  thai 
aliens  are  parties  to  our  Constitution,  that  it  wa* 
made  for  their  benefit  as  well  as  our  own.  and 
that  they  may  claim  equal  rights  and  privilege* 
with  our  ,owtt  citizens.  But,  upon  reading  the 
Coastiiution,  he  found  that  "  we,  tbe  people  of  (b« 
United  Sutes,"  were  the  only  parties  concerned 
nuiking  that  Instrument.    He  found  nothing 

it  which,  bound  us  to  fraternize  with  the  whole 
world.  On  the  contrary,  the  power  was  expresa- 
ly  given  to  Congress  to  aecide  on  what  terms  forr 

lers  should  ^ome  entitled  to  tbe  immunities 

itizensi  until  they  are  thus  entitled  they  can- 
not comulain  of  any  breach  of  our  Constitutioa. 
and  surely  none  can  complain,  in  their  behalf,  of 
what  they  cannot  complain  in  their  own  right.  It 
is  by  thus  conforming  the  tights  of  (he  citizen 
with  the  privileges  of  the  stranger,  that  tbe  gea- 
tleman from  New  York,  and  those  who  preceded 
on  the  same  sid^  hare  made  the  most  fallar 
1  inferences.  The  difference  between  them 
isis  in  this,  that  tbe  citizens  have  rights  para- 

ni  to  the  Constitution  and  the  lawsj  but  fo^■ 

eigners  enjoy  no  rights  except  those  which  are 
derived  from  the  Constitution  and  the  laws.  Tbe 
sovereign  authority  of  a  nation  may,  undoubtedly, 
forbid  Ihe  entrance  of  foreigners,  and,  consequent- 
ly, prescribe  the  conditions  of  admission,  (he  du- 
ration of  their  residence,  and  even  the  Dart  of  the 
country  where  they  shall  be  penaittea  to  reaida. 
This  authority  would  have  belonged  to  tbe  Na- 
tional Grovernment  as  incidental  to  the  power  of 
regulating  commerce^  and  of  making  war  and  de- 
fending the  country,  in  its  full  extent,  but  for  the 
restriction  imposed  by  the  Constitution,  until  the 
year  1808 ;  and  so  much  of  that  authority  as  ie 
consistent  with  that  restriction,  has  been  actually 
vested  by  the  people  in  Congress. 

But  all  these  objections,  foimded  on  tbe  right  of 
a  trial  by  jury,  and  on  the  despotic  nature  of  the 
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iwwer  intended  lo  be  vesled  in  ihe  Biecnlive,  ap- 
ply equally  asainst  the  Buthority  of  tbe  ludiTidual 
States  in  relation  lo  aliens.  Ii  would  be  not  le&s 
despotic  for  a  Stale  Legislature  to  exercise  ibis 
power,  or  lo  delegate  it  lo  b  Governor,  iban  it  is 
for  Congress  to  do  tbe  like — to  the  alien  it  muet 
be  the  same  Ihing.  These  objeciioos.  therefore, 
prove  too  much.  They  divesl,  not  only  the  Uni' 
ted  States,  but  individual  Stmes,  of  this  control 
oter  aliens.  They  deprive  them  all  of  the  wea- 
pons of  retaliation  :  there  is  not  a  State  in  Europe 
which  may  not  enforce  these  prohibitions  and  re- 
itriclions  against  our  citizens,  and  we  shall  have 
DO  power  lo  counteract  them  by  sitQtlar  regu- 
lations. 

It  had  been  earnestly  contended  that  Ihe  right 
of  trial  by  jury  had  been  extended  hf  the  Consti- 
totion  to  all  persons  without  distinction,  lo  aliens 
as  well  as  citizens.  To  this  be  might  reply,  that 
the  persons  contemplated  in  that  inslrumenl  were 
those  only  who  were  concerned  in  making  that 
comi»ct=— the  people  of  the  United  Slates;  and 
that  it  was  througa  mere  courtesy  and  humanity 
that  this,  as  well  as  other  advantages,  were  made 
common  to  aliens.  But  if  this  answer  was  not 
tlODclusive,  he  would  venture  to  >nake  another. 
Although  .the  supreme  authority  of  a  nation  may 
debar  foreigners  from  gsioiug  a  footing  on  their 
territory,  and  compel  them  to  quit  it,  when  their 
stay  becomes  dangerous ;  yet,  if  they  are  permitted 
to  come  and  to  reside,  they  owe  a  temporary  alle- 
giance, which  must  Im  reciprocated  by  a  tempo- 
lary  protection.  Beingamenable  to  the  civil  and 
criminal  law,  it  would  be  cruel  lo  deprive  them 
of  its  benefits,  and,  in  our  time,  the  duties  of  bu- 
iDanity,  (he  laws  of  hospitality,  and  the  benefite 
<nd  necessiiiea  of  commerce,  are  so  well  under- 
■tood,  that  no  distinction  is  made  in  the  ordinary 
administration  of  justice  between  men  ;  and  the 
advantages  of  trial  and  defence  in  cases  of  crimes 
•Ctually  committed,  are  common  to  all.  This  is 
not  at  all  inconsistent  with  that  preventive  policy 
which  sometimes  renders  it  necessary  to  dismiss 
'foreigners  from  a  country ;  it  ought  not  to  be  capri- 
ciously or  wantonly  abused  ;  it  could  be  nowhere 
-aafer  than  in  the  hands  of  the  Preiiident. 

Again,  the  geoileman  from  New  York  had 
nrged  the  danger  of  a  proposition  and  a  law  to 
authorize  the  President  to  export  slaves,  which 
might  be  justified  on  tbe  principles  advanced  in 
favor  of  this  bill.  A  gentleman  Irom  Qeorgia 
(Mr.  Baluwin)  had  suffered  the  same  argument 
lo  escape  ;  which,  Mr.  O.  said,  he  did  not  remark 
upon  at  the  time,  as  be  thought  it  a  mere  flight 
of  fancy,  and,  as  the  gentleman  from  Qeorgia 
tisui^r  confines  himself  to  sober  reasoning,  tie 
thought  it  unfair  to  notice  this  casual  deviation 
from  his  accustomed  path.  He  would,  however, 
inform  the  ^nllemao  from  New  York,  that  slaves 
were  not  citizens,  nor  aUens,  they  were  property. 
Citizens,  they  most  certainly  were  not — they  were 
not  free  and  equal,  they  could  not  elect  or  be 
dected  10  any  office,  and  they  paid  no  taxes ;  nei- 
ther were  they  aliens — they  owe  no  allegiaDce  to 
any  foreign  country ;  they  are  protected  by  no  for- 
tiga  Prince;  they  are  merely  property,  which  it 


was  the  shame  and  miafortune  at  the  cmntry  to 
possess,  but  which  the  Government  could  not 
touch  or  invade. 

But  it  is  also  said,  that  we  have  given  invita- 
tions to  foreigners  to  come  among  us,  and  made 
stipulations  which  we  are  about  to  violate.  Mr.  O. 
contended,  that  no  contract  made  with  foreignMS 
could  outweigh,  in  point  of  obligation,  the  con- 
tract which  we  had  made  wilh  each  other  to  pre- 
serve our  Qovemment.  He  also  denied  tbe  exist- 
ence of  such  a  contract.  All  our  laws  oh  ibe 
subject  of  naturalization  required  a  prabatitHUrf 
term  of  residence  ;  ihis  was  with  a  view  to  ascer- 
tain  their  merits  and  qualifications,  and  if  wtthiB 
that  time  they  became  dangerous  to  the  public 
safety,  they  could  not  esteem  ii  a  hardsbip  to  be 
sent  away. 

Gentlemen  contend  that  large  capitals  will 
vanish  before  the  terrors  of  this  bill,  and  that  no 
saving  clause  can  quiet  the  alarms  of  the  rich 
foreigners  who  have  brought  their  wealth  into 
OUT  country.  Mr.  O.  believed  that  it  was  not  the 
bill  which  created  alarm,  but  ihe  arguments  of  its 
opposers.  They  were  the  terrorists  who  create 
alarms,  and  who  move  all  the  engines  of  the  paa- 
sions  to  carry  their  purposes.  Bvery  man  who 
could  read  the  bill  would  see  that  his  property 
was  not  afi'ected. 

Mr.  O.  said,  he  would  finish  his  remarks,  with 
noticing  anoiher  objection  of  the  gentleman  from 
New  xenk,  who  feared  the  effect  of  the  propcoed 
measure  in  raising  and  augmenting  a  host  of 
spies,  delators,  and  informers ;  be  calculated  en 
toe  very  contrary  effect,  and  that  ii  would  drive 
men  of  those  professions  from  the  country  ;  but, 
if  there  must  be  spies,  he  should  prefer  the  encour- 
agement of  citizen  spies  upon  foreigners,  to  foreign 
spies  upon  citizens ;  the  vigilance  that  was  exert- 
ed Id  save  the  nation,  to  that  which  was  awake 
for  its  destruclion.  It  was  a  mean  trade  at  best; 
but  in  the  hands  of  strangers  it  was  mean  and 
dangerous. 

He  sat  down,  with  observing,  that  the  gc&de- 
man  had  made  other  observations,  to  wnieh  ii 
WHS  needless  to  reply,  many  of  them  having  bees 
repeated  on  former  occasions,  and  others  beiag 
equally  applicable  to  almost  any  other  qucstton  aa 
to  that  bdbre  the  House. 

Mr.  LiviNoaroH  said,  the  gentleman  from  Ha>- 
sochusetti  had  said  he  had  "  taken  the  bull  by  ibe 
horns,"  if  so^  he  was  obliged  to  that  furious  aai- 
mal  for  having  done  him  so  little  injury. 

Mr.  L.  saidne  would  take  notice  of  one  of  his 
remarks  wilh  respect  to  citizens.  He  (Nfr.  L.) 
had  stated  that  toe  same  provision  which  was 
made  against  aliens,  might,  if  it  was  carried,  be 
made  against  citizens  also,  and  that  there  is  bo 
greater  security  for  them  than  aliens.  This  ob- 
servation was  founded  in  good  argument.  What 
does  tbe  Constitution  say  1  All  crimes  agaiast 
the  United  Slates  shall  be  tried  by  jury,  withoot 
making  anydistinclionbeiweencittzens  and  aliens. 
But  gentUmen  say  this  is  no  crime ;  and,  if  so. 
(hen  the  provision  may  be  made  against  citizens 
as  well  as  aliens.  Itiseitheracrimeornoerime; 
if  it  be  a  crime,  tkea  the  Coastiitttioa  has  said 
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that  both  aliensBDi 
bill  if  aa  alien  is  to  be  sent  out  of  the  couDtrf 
no  crime,  a  ciiizeo  may  be  sent  out  in  the  same 
way.  as  there  is  no  declaration  in  llie  Constitu- 
tion,' saying  that  cicizeni  shall  not  be  sent  out  of 
the  country  for  sedition.   But,  it  is  said,  the  Pres- 


persons  out  of  tbe  country  under  the  alien  bill  of 
that  country,  and  that  our  President  will  not  be 
likely  to  make  more  use  of  the  power  than  the 
King  has  done.  Awa;,iaidMr.  L^  with  that  libei- 
ty  which  han^  upon  chance  I  He  would  disdain 
to  enJDf  the  liberty  which  depended  upon  the  will 
of  one  man.  and  he  should  be  ashamed  of  any  man 
who  would  consent  thus  to  hold  il. 

Mr.  McDoWELi.  said,  as  he  considered  this  bill 
as  ■  Tiolation  of  the  Constitution,  he  must  be  pei^ 
mitted  to  tnake  some  remarks  upon  iL  He  n>d 
attended  to  all  the  arguments  in  support  of  the 
bill,  but  none,  in  his  mind,  had  tended  to  prove 
that  il  is  not  an  unconstitutional  act. 

Leariiu  the  Constitutional  ground,  upon  which 
tie  thougot  sufficient  bad  been  said,  he  would 
make  a,  few  remarks  on  the  policy  of  die  measure, 
if  it  were  not  a  violation  of  the  Constitution.  Why 
will  gentlemen  put  it  in  the  power  of  the  President 
to  banish  any  man  or  set  of  men  from  the  coun- 
try, whom  we  have  invited  to  come  am  one  us, 
and  who  have  brought  with  them  their  families, 
under  our  law j,  with  the  intention  of  becoming 
citizens  of  the  country  ?  Prom  a  strong  aversion 
which  at  present  exists  against  France  and  French- 
men, men  who  would  neither  be  guilty  of  treason 
or  sedition,  would  probably  be  reported  against, 
and  the  President,  who  will  have  to  rely  upon  the 
information  whicn  he  receives  being  correct,  will 
banish  them  the  country.  Let  genileoien  reflect 
how  many  men  of  this  description  have  brought 
considerable  wealth  into  the  country,  and  whose 
abilities  and  industry  might  be  of  coosiderabte 
service  to  it.  It  is  well  known  that  people  are 
wanting  in  many  parts  of  the  United  Stales  ;  and 
under  this  impression,  il  had  been  that  induce- 
ments  had  heretofore  been  held  out  to  emigratioD  ; 
but  we  are  now  a,bout  to  pass  a  law  declaring  that 
they  shall  not  be  protected  equally  with  our  own 
citiKens,  but,  on  bare  suspicion,  be  baoisbed  from 
the  country,  from  their  families,  and  from  every- 
thing they  hold  dear  in  life. 

Mr.  McD.  said,  he  should  be  as  willing  as  any 
^Butleman  on  this  floor,  if  any  spies  or  foreign 
agents  could  be  pointed  out,  to  pass  a  law  which 
should  reach  ana  punish  them  in  proportion  to 
their  crimes,  after  defining  the  crime  and  the  pun- 
ishment. But  this,  it  is  said,  would  not  be  suffi- 
cient ;  they  must  be  sent  off,  as  if  there  would  not 
be  as  much  security  from  an  imprisonment  of 
them,  as  from  Jtanishment. 

The  gentlemen  from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Hah- 
pbb)  and  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Tbatcbkb) 
bad  spoken  of  secret  plots  and  conspirBcies  carry- 
ing on  in  this  country,  which  they  promised  to 
trace  and  probe  to  the  bottom.  He  was  happy  to 
b«ar  this,  and  hoped  they  would  not  forget  they 
had  eogn^ged  to  do  so.    Tha  gentleman  from  Mas- 


sachusetts said,  there  was  a  French  press  ben. 
and  that  a  dangerous  correspondence  was  carriea 
on  between  citizens  of  this  country  and  France. 
He  wished,  if  it  were  so,  that  it  should  be  ascertain- 
ed ;  but  if  It  had  been  true,  he  believed  we  should 
have  had  further  information  on  this  subject.  He 
believed  the  whole  founded  in  that  spirit  of  alarm 
which  had  been  so  long  kept  up,  and  that  this 
story  was  trumped  up  for  the  purpose  of  assisting 
the  pais^  of  this  bill.  [The  Sfeakgb  reminded 
Mr.  McD.  of  the  question.]  The  apprehension 
which  the  most  innocent  aliens  must  have  upon 
their  minds,  that  they  mav  one  day  be  sent  off 
through  the  malevolence  of  some  informer  or  ma- 
licious person,  had  been  so  well  expressed  by  the 
? gentle  man  from  Delaware^  when  the  subject  was 
otmerly  under  consideration,  that  he  would  add 
nothing  to  it. 

As  to  the  practice  of  other  Governments,  to 
which  the  gentleman  from  Massachuselts  has 
called  the  attention  of  the  House ;  if  they  have 
been  unfortunate,  and  got  themselves  into  difficul- 
ties, that  is  no  rale  why  we  should  be  in  any  other 
way  influenced  by  them,  than  suffering  them  to 
caution  us  against  pursuing  the  course  which  had 
produced  those  mischiefs. 

Mr.  Cbakplin  began  to  notice  sgmething  which 
had  fallen  from  the  gentleman  from  New  York, 
by  charging  him  with  a  deraoeement  of  intellect ; 
but  he  was  called  to  order,  and  sat  down. 

Mr.  8.  Smith  said,  he  meant  to  vote  against 
this  bill.  He  had  the  strongest  possible  reasons 
against  it.  He  believed  to  vote  for  it,  would  be  a 
breach  of  that  oath  which  he  had  taken  to  sup- 
port the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  as  he 
believed  it  to  be  in  direct  contradiction  to  the  let- 
ter of  the  Conslituiion.  His  conscience  was  his 
guide  on  this  occasion ;  the  consciences  of  other 
gentlemen  would  direct  them. 

Let  any  man,  said  Mr.  S.,  look  into  the  Annual 
Resiiter  of  Great  Britain,  and  notice  the  pro- 
ceedings of  that  country  at  the  commencement  of 
the  French  Re  volution,  and  he  will  be  astonished 
to  see  the  similarity  of  our  measures  to  those  taken 
in  that  country  at  that  period.  Every  day  some 
new  alarm  was  created,  and  by  degrees  the  coun- 
try was  involved  In  war.  Admittinf  this  was 
wise  conduct  in  Great  Britain  (which  he  was  far 
from  doing)  what  was  wise  in  their  situation 
would  not  apply  W  ours.  The  powers  of  our  gen- 
eral Qoremmenl  are  checked  by  State  riahti. 
The  State  Governments  have  reserved  to  them* 
selves  the  power  of  regulating  what  relates  to 
emigrants.  The  Leffislaitire  of  his  State  (ol 
which  he  was  a  member)  gave  every  encourage- 
ment to  emigration.  Everv  man  who  has  resided 
in  that  State  one  year,  and  taken  the  oath  of  al- 
legiance, is  entitled  to  all  the  rights  and  privi- 
leges of  a  native  born  citizen.  Many  laws  in 
that  Stale  have  been  passed  for  the  express  en-, 
couragement  of  emigration.  Indeed  foreigners 
are  allowed  to  own  property  in  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington, if  they  are  neitbei  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  nor  of  any  State.  Owing  to  the  encour- 
agement held  out  to  emigrants  by  the  State  of 
Maryland,  that  Slate  contains  a  great  numb^  <^ 
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foreigners.  Indeed,  to  do  aDVihine  which  should 
impede  emigration,  would  be  iUy  received  by 
many  of  the  Siatrs.  It  would  be  recollected  that 
it  was  one  of  our  complaints  a^inst  Great  Bril- 
tin.  Id  our  Declaratioo  of  Independence,  that  she 
had  taken  pains  to  prevent  emigration  to  some  of 
the  Slates;  and  those  States,  wnose  populBlion  is 
thin,  got  the  article  introduced  into  the  Constitu^ 
tion  to  preserve  the  free  emigratioa  of  foreigDeiii, 
and  in  comieqDence  of  this,  manj^  of  the  inoabit- 
aots  of  the  old  European  countries  have  sought 
an  asylum  from  the  oppressiont  of  those  Oovem 
meats  in  this  eonatry,  where  thev  expected  to  en- 
joy perfect  freedom.  Many  of  them  have  come 
lo  different  parts  of  the  Union  ;  but,  in  many  in- 
(tancesj  they  hare  Dot  thought  it  necessary  to  be- 
come citizens.  Scarcely  any  of  the  emigrants  in 
MarylBad(who  are  mostly  C>erraenB)heve  become 
citizess;  and  he  believed  Pennsylvania  was  iu  a 
similar  situation.  They  have  been  naturalized  in 
the  State,  but  have  not  known  the  n^essity  of 
becoming  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  these 
people  wonld  all  of  them  be  liable  to  the  opera- 
tion of  this  law.  for  this  law  is  not  against  French 
emijrrants,  because  he  did  not  expect  a  month 
would  pass,  before  they  would  become  alien  ene- 
mies, and  fall  within  the  operations  of  another 
bill.  This  law  would  fall  upon  German,  Knglish, 
and  Irish  emigrantii.  And  shell  we,  said  be,  sub- 
ject these  persons  who  are  come  here  with  a  view 
of  becoming  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and 
who  generally  become  very  useful  ciiicena,  to  be 
•ent  out  of  the  country,  without  trial,  on  the  in- 
formation of  any  evil  disposed  person,  though 
they  may  have  been  in  the  country  for  foar  years 
pasll 

In  Venice,  under  the  old  OoTemment,  a  man 
who  spoke  a  single  word  against  the  Quvernment, 
was  taken  up  and  never  heard  of  again.  He  had 
himself  been  in  a  counting-house  there,  and  ob- 
wrved  that  when  a  foreign  Minister's  footman 
came  into  the  room,  everybody  left  it,  fdr  fear  of 
being  thought  to  be  eonnecied  with  the  Minister. 

Tbis  bill  was  one  step  towards  such  a  sit- 
uation. How,  exclaitned  Mr.  3.,  did  we  go 
through  our  Revolution?  Not  by  passing  such 
laws  as  these,  but  by  the  united  ana  determined 
spirit  of  the  people  ;  and  surely  foreign  inBuence 
was  much  more  to  be  dreaded  at  that  time  than  at 
present ;  at  that  time  a  great  pan  of  our  people 
were  in  favor  of  the  old  government.  We  know 
that  there  were  then  traitors;  bnt  we  also  know, 
.  too,  that  they  were  more  iVequenttv  found  among 
Dative  Americans  than  amoOB  foreigners.  He 
believed  no  instance  coald  be  lound  in  which  an 
Alien  had  disgraced  liimseif  in  the  siiuatiou  in 
which  he  was  employed.  He  thought,  therefore, 
from  past  experience  of  the  faithfalness  of  for- 
eigners, we  ought  not  now,  all  at  once,  pass  laws 
Which  will  bear  so  hard  upon  them. 

Mr.  Harper  was  sensible  that  discussions  ei- 
ther for  or  against  a  measure,  which  has  already 
received  the  sanction  of  a  public  body. 


the  bod^  who  has  given 

when  this  meaMii«  ii  repreaemed  as  mischievous, 


and  attempts  are  made  to  excite  discontent  at, 
and  produce  resistance  against  it,  he  held  it  to  be 
the  duty  of  those  who  thought  well  of  it,  to  state 
the  reasons  upon  which  it  is  founded. 

He  said  produce  retistence  ;  because  if  he  un- 
derstood the  observation  of  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  he  said  the  people  and  the  individual 
States  would  resist  ought  to  resist,  and  he  hoped 
they  would  resist  this  law,  if  it  passed  ;  and  since 
gentlemen  choose  to  speak  of  the  similarity  which 
exists  between  this  country  and  another,  he  wonld 
say  that  the  declaration  of  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  became  the  more  alarming,  since  when 
oppo)iition  was  vainly  opposed  to  the  passage  of  a 
taw  of  this  kind  in  the  British  Parliament,  re~ 
coarse  was  had  by  certain  persons  to  stir  up  the 

Kople  to  resist  it  by  force.  Since  this  idea  had 
en  held  forth,  he  deemed  it  to  be  his  doty  ta 
take  off,  as  far  as  he  was  able,  the  misconception 
which  had  been  put  upon  this  measure. 

It  had  been  said,  in  the  course  of  the  debate  on 
this  bill,  that  this  measure  and  others  bore  a  strong 
resemblance  to,  and  are  to  be  considered  in  no 
other  light  than  as  a  servile  imimtion  of  certain 
measures  taken  by  another  country.  And  waa 
there  nothing,  he  asked,  similar  in  the  situation  of 
the  two  countries  7  They  were  equally  threat- 
ened by  a  formidable  foe,  professing  to  rely  upon 
an  internal  support  in  each  country.  Was  there 
anything  extraordinary,  then,  thai  the  measures 
taken  in  the  two  countries  are  in  pome  degree 
alike?  To  his  mind  it  only  proves  that  the  per- 
sons entrusted  with  the  management  of  the  Got- 
emment  in  both  countries  have  vigor  and  sense 
enough  to  discover  the  danger,  and  courage  to  re- 
sist it.  He  wished  to  imitate  the  conduct  of  that 
Government  in  this  respect ;  and  he  could  50  fi>r- 
ther  and  say  he  wished  ihe-measures  taken  in  this 
country  might  be  really  successful  in  effecting 
their  object,  and  equally  resist  our  external  ene- 
mies and  domestic  traitors?  If  so,  he  should  fed 
satisfled  in  having  taken  them. 

An  allusion  had  been  made  to  some  observa- 
tions which  fell  from  him  some  days  ago ;  bat  the 
gentleman  who  made  them  had  certainly  miiim- 
derstood  him.  It  was  true  that  he  had  said,  and 
he  repealed  it,  that  be  believed  there  existed  s 
domestic — what,  said  he,  shall  I  call  it? — a  con- 
spiracy, a  Action  leagued  with  a  foreign  Povrar 
to  effect  a  revolution  or  a  subjogation  of  this 
country,  by  the  arms  of  that  foreign  Power.  He 
believed,  however,  that  these  ill-disposed  persona 
are  few ;  and  he  bdieved  that  the  great  bodv  of 
the  people  on  whom  they  relied  for  support,  when 
these  persons  and  their  views  are  made  known, 
woulcT  abandon  them  with  disgrace|  hot,  nntil 
they  are  made  known,  they  may  deceive  the  peo- 
ple t>y  their  insidious  designs.  Having  declared 
that  he  believed  this,  he  added  further,  that  some 
facts  bad  lately  occurred,  which  he  truitted  wonld 
furnish  a  clue  by  which  the  whole  might  be  de- 
veloped. These  fiicta,  he  said,  had  given  him  cer- 
tain threads  which  be  should  pursue  with  the  hope 
of  their  leading  him  to  some  certain  conclusioD. 
If  they  should  eonvtnee  him  that  no  stnh  design 
exiits,  he  should  be  glad  of  it ;  but  while  he  £d 
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beliere  Cbai  this  desisn  has  existence,  be  mnsc 
hope,  for  the  good  of  his  country,  that  i\  may  be 
dereliiped^  Ma  that  the  projectors,  and  those  coo- 
oemed  ia  it,  may  be  brouzbt  to  punishment. 

This  bill,  Mr.  H.  said,  had  been  declared  uncon- 
atitutjonal  on  a  variety  of  ^toDods.  It  has  been 
said  to  interfere  with  the  ngbis  of  States,  to  ad- 
mit of  what  emigratioQ  they  thought  proper.  He 
did  not  thick  it  necessary  to  answer  this  argu- 
meoi.  It  had  been  so  completelT  scouted,  that 
nothing  but  the  gentleman  from  New  York  hav- 
ing been  absent  at  the  time,  could  have  brought 
that  objection  ania  before  the  House.  It  had 
completely  fled  before  the  light  thrown  upon  it. 
But  a  drowning  nurn  will  catch  at  a  straw,  and 
there  is  do  resource,  however  feeble,  which  gen- 
tlemen will  not  liHTe  recourte  to,  when  they  ate 
eiiremely  afraid  of  a  measure. 

The  eemleman  from  New  York  has  »id  that 
this  bill  will  lay  prostrate  the  rights  of  citizens, 
though  he  cannot  say  that  it  really  applies  to  them 
at  all.  [Mr.  LiviHOaToH  said  he  did  not  say  that 
this  bill  applied  to  citizens,  but  that  the  same  priu- 
ciptes  wbicD  produced  this  bill  would  lead  10  the 
adoption  of  a  similar  one  with  respect  to  citizens, 
asalttbeprovisions  in  theConstitution  in  relation  to 
trial  by  jury,  have  reference  to  aliens  as  well  as 
citizens.]  Mr.  H.  said  he  had  thus  undeistood  the 
gentleman.  But  what,  he  asked,  would  prevent  a 
simitar  bill  being  brought  in  with  respect  to  citi- 
zensl  A  sense  of  right— the  Constitution  and 
laws  of  the  country.  What,  said  he,  prevents  me 
from  cutting  the  throat  of  tha  gentleman  from 
New  York  T  The  laws  of  Ood  and  of  my  coun- 
try. In  the  same  way  should  1  be  prevented  from 
bringing  in  a  bill  of  this  kind  against  citizens.  He 
owned  citizens  might  be  more  dangerous  to  the 
peace  and  saJety  of  the  country  than  aUens,  be- 
cause they  cannot  be  so  easily  restricted.  fivX 
these  mischiefs  are  only  to  be  guarded  against  by 
law&  BcainsI  seditious  practices,  which  must  be 
passed  for  the  purpose.  It  would  have  been  time 
enough  for  the  gentleman  from  New  York  to  have 
brought  forward  a  great  part  of  his  speech,  when 
it  had  been  proposed  to  send  citizens  into  banish- 
ment. Mr.  H.  knew  there  were  gentlemen  who 
wished  to  reatrain  citizens  in  their  seditious  prac- 
tiGes,and  he  was  one  of  tbem,  not  by  seuding 
them  into  banishment,  but  by  euaetinglkws  which 
^hall  bring  them  to  legal  punishment.  It  would 
be  recollected,  he  said,  that  a  bill  of  this  kind  had 
been  before  the  House,  and  that  it  had  been  re- 
committed, because  its  provisions  were  not  anffi- 
oisBtly  definite.  Is  Uiia  an  indication  that  we 
Mean  to  proceed  against  citizens  in  the  way  now 
proposed  against  aliens  1  Certainly  not,  tiut  the 
contrary. 

Bat  it  was  said  that  this  bill  is  contrary  to  the 
spirit  of  this  and  every  free  Oovernraent.  He 
should  be  glad  to  know  what  Qovernment  ever 
existed  which  has  not  claimed  a  power  of  this 
kind?  What  body  politic,  indeed,  could  exist 
without  a  power  of  this  kind  1  The  gentleman 
from  Maryland  has  informed  the  House  that  many 
foreigners  in  his  State  have  been  made  citizens  of 
the  State,  but  who  are  not  citizeiu  of  the  United 


Stales ;  but  if  they  are  citizens  of  the  State,  they 
cannot  be  opiated  upon  by  this  bill ;  and  whether 
they  are,  or  are  not  ,eitizens,  will  be  determined 
by  the  Judiciary  power. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  understood  that  this  law  would 
operate  upon  the  citizens  of  a  State  who  are  not 
citizens  en  the  United  States,  as  though  they  'were 
aliens. 

Mr.  Harp£1  did  not  understand  the  distinction 
between  citizens  of  a  State  and  of  the  United 
State*.  He  believed  that  all  p«soiu  who  are 
citizens  of  a  State  are  also  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  and  of  course  exempt  from  the  operation 
of  this  bilL  Every  man  seized  under  this  law, 
will  bare  a  right  to  sue  out  a  writ  Of  habeas  cor- 
pus, and  if  it  appear  that  he  is  a  citizen,  he  must 
be  discharged.  With  respect  to  persons  who  have 
given  notice  of  their  intention  to  become  citizens, 
but  have  not  been  here  a  sufficient  length  of  lime 
to  entitle  them  to  citizenship,  no  provision  can  be 
made  in  favor  of  them,  as  they  are  as  likely  to  be 
hostile  to  the  Qovernment  of  the  United  States 
as  tho!<e  aliens  who  have  given  no  such  notice. 

This  bill,  said  Mr.  H.,  will  not  alarm  ^ood  and 
well  disposed  aliens. .  Nothing  is  here  said  of  con- 
flscaiion.  They  will  say,  "'  we  do  not  apprehend 
any  law  against  persons  for  treasonable  or  sedi- 
tious designs,  because  we  have  none  such.  These 
laws  will  affect  only  persons  lyhom  we  have  as 
much  reason  to  fear  as  the  Qovernment."  It  will, 
therefore,  only  he  your  mischievous,  designing 
persons,  who  are  conscious  of  falling  under  this 
law,  who  will  be  alarmed,  for  they  will  be  aware 
that  their  designs  will  be  defeated^  and  that  they 
will  be  driven  from  the  country  with  disgrace. 

Mr.  Harper  was  interrupted  by  a  Message  from 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  enclosing  the 
last  letter  from  Mr.  Oerrv,  with  the  other  papers 
brought  by  Qeneral  Marshal! ;  which  having  been 
read,  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  Speaker  having  called  upon  Mr.  Harper 
to  proceed,  he  said  he  had  finishra  what  he  meant 

Mr.  Gallatin  said,  when  he  objected,  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  to  the  first  section  of  this 
bill,  he  confined  his  observations  to  the  Consiitu- 
tionat  question.  Believing  the  measure,  as  he  did, 
to  be  clearly  unconstitutional,  he  did  not  think  it 
necessary  to  say  anything  with  respect  to  its 
expediency. 

Gentlemen,  Mr.  G.  said,  had  altogether  aban- 
doned the  two  clauses  of  the  Constilution  which 
they  had  produced  lo  show  this  bill  to  be  Consti- 
tulionat.  New  ground  has  been  aitem[ded,  and 
new  arguments  have  been  drawn,  either  from 
other  parts  of  the  Constitution,  or  from  the  neces- 
sity of  the  case.  The  power  of  making  war 
which  had  been  resorted  to,  as  imfdying  that  con> 
tended  for  by  the  bill,  had  as  little  connexion  with 
removing  of  alienf;  M  it  bad  with  the  removing 
of  citizens;  and  this  was  a  law  that  must  be  car- 
ried into  efl^t  in  lime  of  peace  a*  well  as  war. 
As  to  any  reasons  drawn  [rom  the  necessity  of  the 
case,  they  exclude  all  Constitutional  provisiona. 
This  ia  the  amount  of  (he  wikole  a^ameot.    It  is 
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neceisary  for  such  a  power  to  exist,  and  therefore 
it  does  eiiit. 

With  reipect  to  the  exiKdieney  of  the  mecsnre, 
some  Kentlemen  tell  ua  that  ^reat  danger  exists ; 
that  there  i&  a  conspiracy  in  the  country,  which, 
if  aol  suppressed,  will  overturn  the  Government, 
and  inrolve  the  conotry  in  ruin  and  submission 
to  a.  foreign  yoke.  We  mu»t  believe  that  these 
kte  theii  sentiments;  but  until  we  know  upon 
what  ground  they  entertain  this  alarnaiDfc  opinion, 
we  cannot  make  any  objection  to  it.  So  far  as 
he  could  learn,  this  fear  arose  more  from  what 
had  taken  place  in  other  countries  than  from  any 
existing  danger  at  present  in  our  own.  But,  in 
leasonmg  from  analogy,  it  is  not  enoash  to  say 
that  because  such  events  nave  happened  id  another 
coimtry,  they  will  also  take  place  here.  The  rela- 
tive situation  of  the  different  coontries  most  also 
be  attended  to.  What  is,  then,  the  real  meaning 
of  the  frequent  appeals  of  some  g^eotlemeo  to  the 
fate  of  Holland  and  Switzerland  t    Id  the  first 

Etace,  they  are  not  connected  with  the  present 
ill ;  for  no  one  could  be  no  ignorant,  on  this  floor. 
■a  10  assert  that  the  Revolution  in  either  of  these 
two  countries  was  produced  by  alien  friends  re- 
riding  therein.  In  both  it  was  carried  partly  by 
aa  invadiog  enemy,  and  partly  by  their  own  citi- 
zens. The  bill  now  under  consideration  did  not 
apply  to  aliens  as  enemies;  there  was  another  bill 
before  the  House  relative  to  alien  enemies,  to 
which,  such  an  it  had  been  now  modelled,  be  had 
no  objeciioD.    But  gentlemen  seemed  to  have  for- 
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themseWes  several  years  ago,  and  that  the  Stadl' 
holder  had  been  forced  back  upon  them  by  a  for- 
eign Power,  Prussia ;  therefore,  it  was  ascerr*' — ■" 
that  a  majority  of  the  people  of  Holland 
(mposed  to  their  former  form  of  Govern 
And  gentlemen  seemed  also  to  have  forgotten, 
that  Switzerland  was  under  the  dominion  of  four 
or  five  Patrician  families,  and  the  bulk  of  the  peo- 
ple merely  subjects.  Did  those  gentlemen,  when 
they  spoke  of  the  revolutions  of  those  two  c( 
tries,  mean  to  insinnaie  that  our  Government 
similar  to  the  aristocracy  of  either  of  them,  and 
liable,  like  them,  to  be  overturned  by  the  peopli 
themselves  7  Did  they  mean  to  insinuate  that  i 
majority  of  the  A m erica o  people  were,  like  a 
majority  of  the  people  of  Holland,  disposed  to 
overthrow  their  Constiltition  f  Was  it  not  evi- 
dent that  those  gentlemen  either  suffered  them- 
selves to  be  led  away  by  imaginary  fears,  or  wished 
to  improve  the  temporary  alarm  they  had  them- 
selves created,  for  the  purpose  of  assuming  and 
exercising  arbitrary  power  over  a  few  obnoxious 
persons?  Let  it  be  remembered  that  this  bill  is 
avowedly  to  be  followed  by  a  strong  sedition  bill. 
Let  it  be  remembered,  that  at  no  lime  were  exhi- 
bited stronger  symptoms  of  appffobation  of  the 
measures  of  Administration  than  at  present;  and 
let  these  gentlemen  draw,  if  they  can,  any  aripi- 
ment  from  similar  measures  adopted  ia  Great  Bri- 
tain some  years  ago,  where  at  least  some  pretext 
might  be  arawn  from  the  proceedings  of  societies 


and  individuals,  who  declared  themselves  friends 
if  a  Parliamentary  reform— -that  is  to  say.  friends 
if' a  change  in  the  Constitution — while  n ere,  no 
hange  in  the  Constitution  was  desired  by  any  set 
if  men,  no  symptoms  of  disaffection  had  appeared 
.oywhere,  and  even  the  men  in  Admioistration, 
otally  distinct  as  Administration  and  Gonstiiu- 
ion  were,  seemed  on  the  whole  to  have  gained 
ground. 

Mr.  O.  said,  that  he  this  day  rose  principally  to 
mention  another  objection  to  this  hill  in  respect 
to  the  treaties  which  we  have  formed.  In  the 
alien  enemy  bill  before  the  House,  he  found  K 
clause  providing  that  aliens  resident  within  the 
United  States  snail  be  allowed  a  reasonable  time 
for  the  disposal  of  their  effects.  Ac.,  agreeably  to 
treaty  or  ine  laws  of  nations.  According  to  oor 
treaty  with  Holland,  in  ease  of  a  war,  it  is  stipo- 
lated  that  nine  months  shall  be  granted  to  a  citi- 
zen to  remove  from  the  country  ;  that  there  shall 
be  no  arrest  of  their  persons,  but  pa.^sports  and 
safe  conduct  shall  be  granted  to  them.  We  have 
also  a  similar  provision  in  our  treaty  with  Swe- 
den, with  this  addition,  that  if  anything  tihall  be 
taken  from  a  citizen  of  that  country,  in  such  case, 
ire  satisfaction  shall  be  made;  but  there  is  a 
1  stronger  case  in  our  treaty  with  Great  Biit- 
,  the  26th  article  of  which  says,  "that  if  at  any 
le  a  rupture  should  take  place  between  the  two 
countries,  merchants  and  others  shall  have  th« 
privilege  of  remaiotng  and  continuing  their  trade 
so  long  as  they  tiehave  peaceably  ana  commit  no 
o^eoce  against  the  laws ;  but  in  case  their  conduct 
shall  render  them  suspected,  and  the  respective 
Governments  should  think  proper  to  order  them 
to  remove,  twelve  months  shall  be  allowed  to 
them,  from  the  publication  of  the  order."  Yet 
the  bill  before  the  House,  though  it  respects  alien 
friends  and  not  alien  enemies,  and  comes  precise- 
ly within  the  contingency  contemplated  by  the 
latter  part  of  that  article  of  the  British  Treaty, 
allows  no  time  for  a  preparation  lo  remove,  bat  a 
person  is  to  be  sent  off  instantly. 

The  qnestion  was  put  on  the  passage  of  the  bill, 
and  on  the  yeas  and  nays  being  taken,  there  were 
46  Totes  for  it  and  40  against  it,  as  follows: 

Yua-^ohn  Allen,  Oeorge  Biuir,jr.,BuJe;  Butlalt, 
Jbium  a.  Bayard,  David  Brooks,  Stephen  Bollock, 
Christopher  O.  Chim[din,  John  Chapman,  JaliMa 
Codiran,  Jodiua  Coit,  William  Cruk,  gunnel  W. 
Dans,  William  Edmond,  Thomai  Evuis,  Abiel  Foator, 
Dwigbt  Foster,  Jonathan  Freeauin,  Henrj  Ulen, 
Chauncey  Goodrich,  William  Oordon,  Roger  t^rnWoM, 
William  Barry  Grov«,  RobertGoodloeHuper,  William 
Hindmsn,  He»kimb  L.  HonlMi,  Juaea  H.  Imlaj,  John 
Wilk«B  Kittera,  Sunnel  Lyman,  William  Matlhnra, 
Lewi<  R.  Morrii,  Haniaon  G.  Otis,  Isaac  Parka,  John 
Reed,  John  Rutledp,  jr,  Jims*  Sdmnenian,  Samuel 
Sewail,  William  Bhepard,  TboUH  Sinnic^aon,  Samwl 
Sitgreavei,  Nathaniel  Smith,  George  Thatchv,  Ridiard 
Thomis,  Mark  Thomson,  Thomas  TdUnghut,  iuha 
B.  Van  Alen.  and  Peleg  Wadsnorth. 

Ti±Tt — Abraham  Baldwin,  Daiid  Bard,  Iiemnel 
Benton,  Thomas  Blount,  Richard  Brent,  DemMj  Bor- 
gra,  Thomas  Claibome,  William  Charin  6oIb  Ctai- 
borne,' John  Ctopton,  ThtKnas  T.  Davia,  John  Dawson, 
Ooorga  Dent,  John  Fowler,   Albert  Gallatin,  Jamea 
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OiUsspie,  Awfacw  Ongg,  JobD  A.  Hun*,  Carter  B. ; 
BaniBon,  Jonathui  N.  Hivani,  Joaeph  Haiiter,  D>vid 
Holmes,  Walter  JonM,  Edward  Livingiton.  M*ttbflif 
Locke,  Matthew  Lyon,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Blair  Mo- 
Clraiacluu),  JoMpk  HoI>oweU,  John  Milledge,  Antbon; 
New,  Bamael  amith,  William  ainilh,  Richard  SprigB, 
jr.,  Richard  Stanford,  ThoBUW  Sumter,  Abram  Trigg, 
John  Trigig,  Joaeph  B.  Vaniinn,  At>nhain  Venable, 
■ad  Kobsrt  WiUianw. 

RELATIONS  WITH  FRANCE.  ' 

In  the  coarse  of  ihe  aitting,  the  following  Mes- 
sage WIS  received  from  the  Pbesidiht  of  the 
Ukited  8t*tbh: 
Otntlemen  of  the  Senate,  and 

Gtnllemen  of  the  Houtt  of  RipreKnIaiiDei: 

While  I  congratiilate  yon  on  the  anivsl  of  General 
Martball,  one  of  our  late  Envoyg  EitraordinBry  to  the 
French  RepabUc,  al  a  place  of  raftty,  where  he  la  justly 
held  in  honor,  I  think  it  my  duty  to  communicate  to 
jou  a  lettBi  rM^ived  by  him  from  Mr.  Gerry,  the  only 
one  of  the  three  who  has  not  received  bia  cong6.  Thu 
letter,  together  with  another  from  Ihe  Minister  of  foi^ 
eign  Relations  to  him,  of  the  third  of  April,  aad  his 
aluwei  of  the  tburth,  will  ahon  Ihe  aituation  in  which 
lie  remains,  his  intentions  and  prospects. 

I  presume  that,  beliire  this  time,  he  hu  rcceiied 
frsab  instructions,  (a  copy  of  which  accompanies  this 
message,)  lo  conaeQl  to  no  loan,  and  tberelore  the  ne- 
gotiatioD  may  be  considered  as  at  an  end. 

I  win  never  send  another  Minister  lo  France,  withont 
aHOtances  that  he  will  be  recMfed,  respected,  and 
honored,  as  the  represeslatiTe  of  a  great,  free,  power- 
fill,  and  independent  nation.  JOHN  ADAMS. 

UxiTiD  &T1TM,  June  SI,  ITSS. 

FiBis,  April  16,  1798. 

Ml  nam  Sib:  This,  I  expect,  you  will  receive  bj 
m;  colleague.  General  Marshall,  who  Carries  with  him 
lbs  Imt  letter  of  Mr.  Talleyrand  to  the  American  Bn- 
it^B,aDd  their  answei.  On  the  day  when  we  sent  the 
■newer,  I  received  a  letter  &om  the  Minister,  a  copy  of 
which  and  my  answer  is  enclosed.  I  have  not  srnt 
(beea  U  theBedetary  of  State,  because  I  have  not  lime 
to  prepare  a  letter  te  accompany  them.  Indeed,  I  ex- 
pelled mjjMssport  with  my  ccdleagaeB,)nitam  informed 
the  Directory  will  not  consent  to  my  leaving  France  ; 
■nd  to  bring  on  an  inuaediate  rupture,  by  adopting  this 
measure  contr«r7lo  their  wishes,  would  be,  in  m;  mind, 
nnwanmntable. 

The  object  of  Mr.  Talleyrand,  yon  will  perceive,  was 
to  resume  our  ^eeipiDcsl  c<Hnmunieationa,  and  again  te 
discuss  Ihe  subject  of  a  loan.  I  thought  it  best,  in  my 
■nswer,  not  merely  to  object  to  this,  but  to  eteiy  mea- 
■nre,  that  conld  have  a  tendency  to  draw  me  into  a 
n^ottation.  I  accepted  of  thin  mission,  my  dear  sir, 
to  eut^rt  your  Administration,  and  have  brought  my- 
self into  a  predicament,'  which  you  roust  assist  me  to 
extricate  myself  from,  by  appointing  some  others  to 
•apply  the  places  of  myself  and  colleagues,  if  a  fiirther 
.  progress  in  this  bnoiness  should  be  found  practicable. 

lent  U  add  my  best  respects  to 
»  of  the  most  sincere  and 


Pabib,  ike  *lk  Germimti,  6lh  year  of  the  FrtniA  lU: 

pttbSe,  one  and  im^tdnb^,  April  8,  1798. 
The  Minister  of  Foreign  Relations  to  Mr.  Gerry,  En-    . 

voj  Extraordinary  of  the  United  States  of  America 

to  the  French  Republic. 

I  suppose,  sir,  that  Messrs.  Pinckney  and  Marshall 
have  thought  it  useful  and  proper,  in  consequence  of 
the  intimations  given  in  the  end  of  m  j  note  of  the  SSth 
Ventose  last,  and  the  obaUdes  which  their  known 
0}Hnions  have  interposed  to  the  desired  reconciliatioiv 
to  quit  the  territory  of  Ihe  Repnbhc ;  on  this  supposition, 
I  have  Ihe  honor  to  point  out  to  you  die  Gth  or  the  7tta 
of  this  decade,  to  resume  our  redprocsl  communicatioas 
upon  the  intereite  of  the  French  Republic  and  the 
United  States  of  America. 

Receive,  I  pray  you,  the  assurances  of  my  perleet 
consideratiaii. 

CH.  MAU.  TALLEYRAND. 

Pabis,  April  ^,  1768,  {Germinal  15,  an  6.) 
1  had  the  honor.  Citizen  Minister,  of  receiving  jovf 
letter  of  the  14th  Germinal,  (the  3d  inatuit,}  and  Mi. 
Deotrement,  who  delivered  it,  informed  me  that  it  was 
intended  to  be  shown  to  General  Piockney  and  Geik- 
era!  MirahalL 

Whilst  my  colleagues  and  myaelf,  to  whom  the 
Government  of  the  United  Stetes  have  entmsted  the 
aJUra  of  the  embassy,  had  a  joint  agency  therein,  I 
have  carelully  imparted  to  Ihem  all  the  propoaitioiw 
which  you  have  requested,  and  the  relative  consequen- 
ces, and  to  yonnsif  our  decisions  thereoo,  legretting,  at 
the  same  time,  the  unfortunate  and  embariasaiiig  lar- 
cumstances  which  imposed  on  me  this  disagreeable  task- 
But  aa,  by  the  tenor  of  your  letter,  it  is  now  expeotad 
that  they  will  quit  the  lerriloryof  the  French  Republic 
it  will  be  imposnble  for  ne  to  be  the  medinn  o^  or  lo 
take,  any  measures  which  will  be  painfiil  to  my  etA- 
lesgues,  or  not  to  afibrd  them  all  the  assistance  in  mj 
power,  and  it  would  be,  moreover,  inoonsislent  with  lb* 
line  of  conduct,  wbidi  yon  well  know,  Citiisn  Min- 
ister, I  have  uniformly  observed  for  lemoving  the  un- 
bvorabte  impresHons  which  existed  on  Ihe  part  of  tlu 
Oovcmment  against  them;  indeed,  in  our  last  letter, 
there  is  a  oonditioosl  application  for  passports,  whiel^ 
as  it  appears  lo  me,  supersedes  the  necessity  of  a  hint 
to  them,  on  this  subject!  "id  General  ManhaU  is  waii- 
ing  impetientty  for  an  answer  to  that  part  of  it  which 
respects  a  letter  of  safe-conduct  for  the  ves|el  in  which 
he  and  his  suite  ma;  take  passage  for  the  United 
States,  to  determine  whether'  he  shall  embark  &oM 
France  or  from  Great  Britain;  but  the  unfortunate 
situation  of  General  Pinckiuy,  with  respect  to  the  criti- 
cal stete  of  his  daughter's  health,  rendos  it  utterly  im- 


1  have  only  *  m 
fonr  lady,  atia  my 
raspectfiil  attachment 

Hie  pBBSikBWT  or 


■  Ubitbd  Statxs. 
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Yoo  have  proposed.  Citizen  Minister,  the  6lh  or  7th   "N 
of  this  decade  for  me  to  resume  (re^voufre)  our  reei-         ) 
procal  communications  upon  the  interests  of  Uie  Frandl       ' 
Republic  and  of  the  United  Stetes.     The   reoipnical     '^ 
communications  which  we  had,  were  such  only  as  I 
have  alluded  to  in  the  beginning  of  this  letter,  tmlese 
youj  [ooposition,  accompanied  with  an  injunction  of 
secrecy,  for  me  to  treat  separately,  is  considered  in  this      \ 
tight,  to  resume  this  subject  will  be  unavailing,  becaoM       \ 
Ihe  measure,  for  Ihe  reasons  which  I  then  urged,  is  utierlj        \ 
impracticable  j  I  can  only  then  confer  informally  and         \ 
unaoeredited,  on  any  subject  respeetiDg  our  missioit, 
and   communicate  to  the  Government  at  the  United 
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S   (Ump.     Neverthelm,  every  meuure   to  mj  power, 

'    and  in  conCbmiity  with  the  dutj  1  owe  my  eoDnCry, 

,  '     ahil]  be  xealoudy  [larsued  to  restore  baimoiiy  and  a 

V,    eoidiaJ  friendship  between  the  two  Republics.     T  had 

the  honor  of  railing  onjoa  last  evening  for  thepnrpoie 

of  making   tha  communication  Tcrbally,  bat,  ai,  jou 

were  abnot,  lo  prevent  raiiconceptiani,  I  hRvethoDght 

h  beat  to  rednce  it  lo  writing. 

Accept,  Citizen  Miniater,  the  assnrancea  ofmjper- 
4ect  esteem  and  respect, 

E.  OERRT. 
To  the  MiirigTxti  or  FoHCtsir  Apriins 
OF  THi  Fbeuch  RircTRLrr. 

To  Charlea  Cotuwotth  Pimckney,  John  Msr^all,  and 

Elbridge  Gerry,  Esquires,  Bnvoyi  Eitraordinaiy  and 

Miniiten  Flenipolentiary,  from  the  United  States  of 

America,  to  the  French  Republic 

QiHTLiBEir :   On  the  4lh  instant,  came   lo  hand 

jour  tlret  despatches  since  ;ou  arrived  at  Paris ;  these 

were  yoar  nnmbeis,  1. 4,  and  G ;  and  on  the  6tb  instant 

jour  nomben  3  and  3  were  received  ;  on  the  0th  yonr 

number  5,  dated  the  8th  of  January,  and  a  translation 

•f  the  message  of  January  the  tib  tnta  the  Directory 

to  the  Council  of  Five  Hundred,  wen:  laid  before  Can' 

gress.    In  this  letter  yon  repeat  "  thai  there  eiiiti  no 

hope  of  your  being  offidally  received  by  thai  Oovem- 

nent,  or  that  the  objects  of  your  miisioit  will  be  ht  any 

way  accomplished."     This  opinion  is  sanctioned  by  the 

«hole  tenor  of  your  coromunicBlions;  and  we  trust  that, 

■oon  after  the  date  of  your  number  Ave,  you  closed  yoar 

Ktsston  by  demanding  passports  to  leave  the  terriloriea' 

VTthe  French  Republic. 

An  official  copy  of  your  lettws  of  credence  having 
been  delivered  to  the  Miniater  of  Foreign  Aflairs,  and 
by  him  laid  before  the  Dtreetory,  they  vttm  suffideiitly 
lltfiirmed  of  the  great  object  of  your  iniBitm,  end,  con- 
■ideriug  that  you  were  an  extraordinary  delegation 
flvm  an  independent  nation,  you  had  a  right  to  expect 
a  promjit  end  lesnectful  reception.  The  fiur  and  hon- 
orable views  ef  Uie  American  Government  which  dic- 
tated your  appointment,  and  your  powen,  entitled  you 
•O  expect  the  early  appojnlntent  ofa  comniission  by  the 
French  Govenunent,  with  equal  powers  to  negotiste 
•&  all  the  matters  in  controversy  between  them.  Had 
Ihe  Prsnch  Oovemmenl  been  influenced  by  similar 
Views,  the  objects  of  your  mission  would  long  dnce 
Ikave  been  accomplished,  to  the  advantage  and  peace  of 
Iwth  nations.  But,  instead  of  coming  forward  on  such 
«qual  snd  proper  ground,  (hey  have  treated  you,  and 
dlMugh  yon  your  country,  with  eitfeme  neglect.  Un- 
^er  &ese  circumstances,  the  President  presumes  diat 
Jiou  have  long  since  quitted  Paris  and  the  French  do- 
nlnions.  Yet,  actuated  as  you  are  with  an  ardent  de- 
tire  to  preserve  peace,  which  you  know  would  be  so 
-grateAil  to  your  countty,  and  having,  for  this  object, 
manifested  unexampled  patience,  snd  submitted  to  a 
•erics  of  mortifications — as  you  also  proposed  to  make 
Viite  more  direct  attempt,  subsequent  to  the  date  of 
four  last  letter,  to  draw  the  French  Government  to  an 
<Open  negotiation — there  is  a  bare  poasibilin  Aat  this 
lut  eRbrt  may  have  succeeded :  The  President,  there- 
fire,  blinks  it  proper  to  direct, 

1.  That  if  you  are  In  treaty  with  penoM  duly  BU> 
thoriied  by  the  Directory,  on  die  subjects  of  your  uur- 


Bebre  this  letter  gets  to  hand,  you  wiU  have  aaeailawl 
whether  the  negotetion  is  or  is  not  ecmducMd  with 
eandu-  on  the  part  of  the  French  Government ;  and  If 
yon  shijl  have  discovered  a  clew  da«gn  to  pTocrasti- 
nate,  you  are  to  break  ofTthe  n^otiattoii,  denumd  yonr 
passports,  and  return,  fin  you  will  eoDsider  that  '" 


this  left 


tlDn  of  die  treaty,  If  it  should  n 


t  have  bem  condud 


le  rvcstpt  ol 
have  been  received,  or,  whether  raoeivied  or  not,  if  y«a 
shall  not  be  in  treaty  witb  persons  duly  authorised  by 
the  Directory  with  MI  and  equal  powers,  yon  are  to 
demand  yonr  pessporta  and  return. 

3.  In  no  event  is  a  treaty  to  be  puchaaed  with 
money,  by  loan  or  otherwise ;  there  can  be  no  saiiKy  ta 
a  treaty  wo  obtained.  A  loan  to  die  Repablie  wouU 
violate  our  neutrality ;  and  a  douaur  to  (he  men  now 
in  power,  might,  by  their  suc««ssors,  be  urged  as  a 
reason  for  annulling  Che  treaty,  or  as  a  precsdent  for 
further  and  repeated  demands. 

It  is  proper  to  apprize  you  that  ■  motion  has  beett 
made  in  (he  Senate,  and  will  doubtless  be  repeatod  in 
the  House  of  Representatives,  to  desire  (he  President  to 
lay  before  them  your  communications;  and  he  will 
probably  be  under  the  necessity  of  doing  it:  only  wilb- 
holding  the  two  names  which  you  promised  should  in 
no  event  be  made  public 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  witb  great  respect,  gentlemen, 
your  obedient  servant, 

TIMOTHY  PICKERING. 

DxriBTHiHT  or  Stiti,  Pbilidsuhii, 

March  33,  1798. 
The  Message   aod   accompanyiaE  documents 
were  read,  and  ordered  to  he  on  (Be  tabic,  &Dd 
thea  (he  House  adjourned. 

Fbioai,  Juae  22. 

Mr.  D.  Foster  believing  tbac  the  10.000  copies 
of  the  despHtchM  from  our  EnToys,  ordered  the 
other  day  lo  be  prioled  under  the  direction  of  the 
SecretarT  of  State,  and  distributed  in  soeh  parts 
of  the  United  States  as  ibe  iDformaiion  is  moM 
wanted,  is  too  small  a  number,  he  moved  to  makr 
the  Dumber  20,000,  and  to  include  the  despatches 
sJDce  received.  Ordered  to  lie  on  tbe  (able. 
SUNDRY  BILLS. 

The  Houae  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
(he  Whcde  on  tbe  aniendnienia  of  tbe  Senate  to 
the  bill  'to  authorize  the  defence  of  the  merchant 
ressels  of  the  United  Statee  against  French  de- 
predations; and,  alter  some  discussion,  tbcf  vete 

[The  priacipal  of  these  amendments  was  one 
which  proposed  certain  BUowances  for  salvage  on 
vessels  re-iaken  from  French  privateers,  acconl- 
ing  to  (he  time  which  the  aiiS  vcs&els  shall  hare 
been  in  (he  possession  of  the  capturing  vessel 
This  amendmeiit  was  changed,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
S.  SuiTH,  so  as  to  make  the  salvage  to  be  allow- 
ed to  depend  upon  the  ciicumslaDces  attending  the 
re-capiure,  according  to  tbe  iudgmeol  of  the  coorL 
so  that  it  shall  not  be  lees  (ban  une-eij[htb  of  tbe 
value  of  the  vessel  and  cargo,  nor  more  than  one- 
hair.] 

Ur.  Sbwall  reported  a  bill  supplemeatar^  to 
ibe  bill  providing  an  additional  armament  for  the 
protection  of  the  trade  of  the  United  States ;  which 
was  committed. 
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Addition^  Armament — Aiien  Enemia. 


[H.OfR. 


Mr.  Harper  reported  a  bill  for  laying;  a  direct 
tax  on  the  Uuiied  States;  whirh  wa»  committed. 

Mr.  Baldwin,  from  the  rommitiee  appomted 
0a  that  part  of  the  President's  Speecli  which  re- 
lates to  the  regulating  the  intercourse  with  the 
IndiaD  tribes,  reported  a  bill  for  the  preservation 
of  peace  with  the  Indian  Eribes ;  which  was  com- 
mitted. 

Mr.  W.  Claiborne  called  up  the  report  some 
llaya  ago  on  the  subject  of  adjourumest ;  which 
•ifas  talen  up  and  a^ed  to.    And 

Mr.  Harribod  laid  a  lesolvtioD  upoa  ibe  table, 
propomng  to  adjmirti  on  the  8d  of  July. 

On  motioD  of  Mt.  Oallatik,  the  House  went 
fnto  Committee  of  th«  Whole  od  the  bill  to  au- 
thorize the  sale  of  land  tiorthwest  of  the  river 
Ohio,  and  to  giTe  a  pre-emption  right  to  certain 
persons,  aod  on  the  bill  auihoriziii^  a  Ef>nr  of 
land  to  Stephen  Moiioi  and  oihers,  of  Qaliiopolis. 
They  were  ordered  to  l>e  read  a  third  lime  lo- 


Satfbdat,  June  23. 
SUNDRY  BILLS. 

The  bill  anthoriziDg  aeraat  of  land  to  Stephen 
HoBot  and  othen,  of  CMlliopolis,  was  read  the 
third  lime  and  pawed. 

The  bill  sup^ementary  to  the  act  for  the  sale 
of  land  northwest  of  the  river  Ohio,  and  to  gire 
the  pre-?mption  to  certain  persons,  was  rmd  the 
third  time;  but,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Vena  ble,  after 
some  debate,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  was  post- 
poned till  next  sesHion. 

A  hill  was  received  from  the  Senate  for  the 
punishment  of  frauds  committed  on  the  Bank  of 
the  United  Siatea;  which  was  committed  for 
Monday. 

Mr.  D.  FosTBK  called  up  his  resolution  propos- 
ing to  print  an  additional  10,000  copies  of  all  the 
despatches  reosired  from  our  Envoys ;  which 
was  negatived,  there  being  only  S3  votes  for  iu 

Mr.  Harrison  called  up  Ids  res(dution  propos- 
iti an  adjournmeDt  on  the  2d  of  July ;  which  was 
smended  by  Mr.  Tbatoher  to  the  (hh,  and  then 
agreed  to— 63  votes  to  12. 

Mr.  Qallatin  reported  a  bill  to  prant  a  eenain 
lot  of  gronnd  to  Ely  Wilttams;  wvich  was  com- 
mitted for  Monday. 

ADDITIONAL  ARMAMENT. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sevall,  the  House  went 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  snpple- 
raentary  to  the  act  providing  for  additional  arma- 
ment for  the  further  protection  of  the  trade  of  the 
United  States,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Mr.  Gallatin  considered  thts  bill  as  intended 
to  authorize  the  GFovernmeni  to  avail  itself  of  the 
zeal  of  suck  of  the  people  of  the  United  Stales 
as  shall  be  inclined  to  offer  vessels  on  loan  for  the 
.  public  service,  in  return  for  which  the  President 
is  empowered  to  grant  certificates  of  the  public 
debt  In  eieiy  bill  which  haa  pasned  heretofore 
M  enable  the  President  to  btvrow  money,  the 
Unas  of  the  loan  hare  alwavs  been  specified. 
This  bill  ■uthoviH*  a  loan,  wfainh  ii  to  ne  aaade 


in  vetsels  instead  of  money,  but  a  debt  is  to  be 
created  and  certificates  to-  be  issued  for  it.  It  wi^, 
therefore,  be  F^oper  to  say  what  kind  of  stock  this 
ought  to  be.  At  present  the  matter  stands  at 
large,  without  specifying  whether  it  is  to  be  re- 
deemable or  not,  or  in  what  manner  the  iuslal- 
menis  are  to  be  paid,  or  what  is  to  be  the  rate  of 
interest  He  moved,  therefore,  to  add  the  follow- 
ing words:  "bearing  an  interest  not  exceeding 
six  pet  cent  per  annum,  and  redeemaUe  at  the 
pleasure  of  Cougreas."  He  knew  certificates  of 
debt  bearing  an  interest  of  six  pet  cent.,  would 
not  sell  for  20*.  in  the  pound ;  but  if  the  persons 
who  offered  these  Tessas  were  unwilling  to  make 
any  sacrifice  to  the  public,  he  would  rather  give 
more  stock  than  create  a  large  interest 

Mr.  Sbwali,  liad  no  objection  to  the  intentioa 
of  this  provision ;  but  the  section  supposes  that 
these  vessels  may,  in  some  cases,  be  hired  to  Qov- 
erninent  He  thought  it  would  be  best  to  intn>- 
dnee  the  amendment  by  way  of  proviso  at  the 
end  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  GAL1.ATIM  agreed. 

After  some  conversation  on  ifilli^  the  blanks 
with  the  number  of  vessels  io  be  received,  the 
committee  rose,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  ton  third 

Mr.  Sew  ALL  said,  the  Secretarjr  of  the  Nary 
bad  infta'med  him  tnat  the  limitation  of  men  on 
board  the  frigates  was  too  small ;  he  believed  it 
would  be  necessary,  therefore,  to  give  the  Presi- 
dent an  auifaoriiv  as  to  tbe  number  of  men  to  he 
employed  genoally.  It  would  be  eouTeBJeut  also 
to  nave  a  number  of  boys  on  board.  He  proposed 
a  resolMton  to  that  el^t  which  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sbwall,  the  bill  for  the  re- 
straint and  prevention  of  dangerous  and  seditwui 
persons,  wns  re-«ommiited. 


Monday,  June  25. 

The  bill  providing  for  the  enumention  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  United  Sutes ;  tbe  bill  suppto- 
mentary  to  the  act  providing  an  additional  arm*- 
ment  for  the  protection  of  the  trade  of  the  Unued 
States,  and  for  other  nurposes ;  and  the  bill  in  ad- 
dition to  the  act  for  the  more  eSeeiual  protcotton 
of  the  commerce  and  coast  of  the  United  States, 
were  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 
ALIEN  ENEHIEa 

On  motion  of  Mr.  S.  Smits,  tbe  Hosse  w«iit 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  tbe  bill  re- 
specting alien  esemiei.  The  Chairman  stated, 
tQHt  when  this  bill  was  formeriy  under  considera- 
tion, a  motion  was  made  to  smke  out  the  Srsi 
section,  which  was  negatived.  He  proceeded  to 
read  the  second. 

Mr.  Oria  hoped  the  committee  wonid  rise.  He 
made  this  motion  with  a  view  of  moving,  in  the 
House,  a  posiponemeDt  of  the  consideration  of 
this  bill  until  tbe  next  sessiou  of  Congress.  He 
did  not  know  that  there  was  any  immediate  nece>. 
sity  for  it  the  President  having  sufficient  power 
uvef  aliens  by  the  bill  already  passed. 

Mr.  GUlIiATIH  said,  hedid  not  expect  a  motion 
of  thia  kind.     If  my  hiU  raapeclins  rIimu  was 
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necessary,  it  was  ceriainly  k  bill  of  this  kiad 
against  alieo  enemies  ;  but  a  bill  harins  been 
passed  sgaitist  alieoi  generally,  tlie  gentlemaD 
trom  MassHchuselts  appears  dow  to  be  williDK  la 
pass  by  the  bill  agaiDSl  alien  enemies.  This 
gives  a  new  coloring  to  the  business,  and  it  seems 
at  if  gentlemen  were  more  dpsiroas  of  guardiag 
against  alien  friends  than  alien  enemin.  It  is 
true,  if  this  bill  is  not  passed,  the  President  of  the 
United  States  will  have  the  power  of  removing 
from  the  country  all  tbose  aliens  whom  he  may 
think  it  necessary  and  proper  to  be  removed,  whe- 
ther they  are  alien  enemies  or  alien  friends.  But. 
if  alien  enemies  are  really  dangerous.it  cannot  be 
■apposed  that  the  President  can  remove  them  ti\. 
This  bill,  therefore,  provides  in  what  manner  they 
may  be  laid  under  certain  restraints  by  way  of 
■ecarity. 

Mr.  Otis  interrupted  Mr.  O.  to  say  he  would 
irithdraw  his  motion.  He  made  it,  because  he 
expected  the  bill  would  have  been  obieeted  lo  by 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  and  his  friends. 
Siace  they  were  agreeable  to  pass  it,  he  bad  no 
objection  lo  n. 

The  committee  rose  and  reported  the  bill,  and 
it  was  arder«d  to  be  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

ABROGATION  OF  TREATIES. 

The  following  hill  was  received  from  the  Se- 
nate: 
A  biU  to  dedare  th«  Treaties  betwasn  the  United  Btatu 

and  the  lUpablic  of  France  ytAA  and  of  no  eflsct. 

"  Whete«a  the  Tiaaty  of  Ami^aud  Coutoerce  be- 
tween th*  United  States  and  the  French  Gorcnunent, 
eonduded  on  the  6tlt  of  Fcbraarf,  one  thousand  aevea 
hnndred  and  aeven^-eight,  ia  declared  to  "  be  founded 
upon  recipracaJ  nttU^  and  the  juat  inlea  of  free  inlai- 
eonrsa :"  And  nbereai  the  Treaty  of  AUiaacr  between 
tlM  Hme  parties,  and  of  the  sanje  dale,  wu  formed  for 
•  flle  eflbciual  end  of  maintaining  e&ectnally  the  libeitj, 
aovereignty,  and  independence,  sbeoluM  *nd  unlimit^, 
•fthe  Uaited  States,  as  well  in  mattCTBOfgvMmnxnf  aa 
'     '     '  a  regard  to 


_  _  a  solemn 
compact  openly  vioUtaa  it,  the  other  is  rrleased  from  alJ 
ita  obligations  i  And  whereas  the  Republic  of  France, 
regardless  of  its  engagements,  hat  repealed];  infracted 
the  most  important  aitidei  of  its  treaties  with  the  Uni- 
ted States,  to  the  great  injury  and  annoyance  of  their 
citiiena,  as  will  be  fiilly  eiempUGed  by  a  reference  to 
the  Mlowing  stale  of  facts,  vix :  Merchandise,  the  pro- 
petty  of  an  enemy,  found  on  board  American  veaieU,  it. 
by  BevertJ  decrees  of  the  Frendi  Republic,  exposed  to 
culture,  ia  vicdation  of  an  article  of  the  Treaty  of  Amity 
and  Commeite,  which  stipulatea  that  "  free  ships  Bhsll 
make  free  goods."  In  open  defiance  of  a  law  which  was 
enacted  to  enforce  the  obseivance  of  a  ttricl  and  impar- 
tial neutrality,  Tessels,  to  cruise  against  their  enemy, 
have  been  armed  in  the  ports  of  (he  United  States  by  the 
agculs  of  the  French  Republic.  Military  commissioaa, 
under  the  authority  of  the  Republic  of  Frsnce,  have 
been  dittribnted  amongst  the  citizens,  and  sn  armed 
fcroe,  to  be  employed  in  ita  seryice,  hu  been  raised,  and 
attempted  to  be  raised,  in  varioos  parts  of  the  Union, 
for  the  evident  and  avowed  purpose  of  involving  the 
United  Sutea  in  a  war  with  Grsal  Britain,  aa  a  necea- 
SHy  eanaaquenca  of  pamittiag,  within  tbsiTJnriadictiMi, 


such  a  flagrant  braadi  of  neutrah^.  French  Conniltr 
eatablithmenta  within  the  United  Stales  hafe  asnuMJ 
the  ptiweia  incident  to  Comta  of  Admiralty,  and  ban 
proceeded  to  the  trial  and  condemnation  of  eosmic^ 
vesMils  brought  into  the  American  porla—therebj  nohl- 
iog  the  sovereignty,  and  compromitting  the  peace  sad 
neutrality  of  the  nation.  Sinular  inttitutions,  with  du 
same  incompetent  anlhoritiea,  have  taken  cogninnfeaf 
American  vessels  captured    and  carried  into   tnc^ 

C,  and  have  deireed  th^  oandeninatiim — ibtc^ 
ring  die  American  claimanla  of  all  iboae  ssfignan 
which  accompany  the  nsual  and  regular  adnuniataatida 
of  maritime  jurispmdaoce.  The  ngulaliMW  of  iha 
Bridah  Govemnent  in  relation  M  tb«  Ameiicaa  co» 
merce,  however  nnauthoriled  and  unjust,  srs  made  ■ 
pretest  to  jotttfy  the  adoption  of  a  similar  ^Mem  on 
the  part  of  the  French  Repubhe ;  although  it  ti  eiiilmt 
that  the  United  States,  not  having  a  control  orer  ibl 
acta  of  that  nation,  cannot  be  responsible  for  their  im- 
conduct.  Mercbandiae,  exported  in  AmcHcu 
I,  whicb  are  not  included  in  the  list  ofcontnlitad 
articles,  are,  by  a  decree  of  the  agenta  of  Fnoce.  mada 
liable  to  capture — thereby  contravening  the  proTiiioDi 
of  the  treaty,  to  the  great  injury  of  the  commerce  and 
navigation  of  the  United  Btatea.  Sea-papers  for  mar- 
diant  shipa,  not  contemplated  by  the  trca^,  nor  erat 
reqnired  in  ^le  commerciiil  intereourae  between  Ike  far- 
ties,  were  arbitrarily,  and  without  any  pteviooi  nodo^ 
exacted,  and  the  want  of  them  made  a  plea  for  capture 
and  condemnation ;  by  wbich  insidious  arrangcmfal, 
the  commerce  of  the  United  Stales  became  immcdialdj 
exnMed  lo  molestation,  and  hat,  in  consequence  llienoi; 
snnered  immense  depredations.  A  decree  of  the  French 
Government  stipulatea  that  the  cbaracter  of  Amtriun 
bottoms  shall  be  determined  by  the  quality  of  their  respec- 
tive cargoea.  The  manufactureB  or  produce  of  Ihi 
Brinah  possessions,  foond  on  board  the  ssme,  rendsr 
liaUe  to  seixure  and  confiscation  both  vessel  snd  csrgo. 
By  sttsliliBhing  such  sn  unprecedented  and  oj^eMM 
principle,  with  respect  to  the  relationship  of  neninl  na- 
tions, a  deadly  Mow  is  aimed  at  die  moat  ossenlisl  snd 
extensive  branch  of  commerce  pnrsned  t^  QlB  Amaicss 
people.  American  citiiens  Ibund  on  b««id  the  veaslli 
of  the  enemies  of  France,  either  aa  officers  or  sasnMi, 
are,  by  a  decree  of  the  French  Repntdic,  which  ouMgsi 
every  feeling  of  humanity,  made  UaUe  lo  soffit  SB 
pirates,  "  without  being  aUowed,  in  any  ciae,  lo  alkfe 
that  they  were  forced  to  it  by  violence,  menaces, or  olho- 
wjse  i"  And  whereas,  to  obtain  security  against  fiirdiel 
grievances  snd  aggressions,  a  compensation  for  injaras 
sustained,  as  well  aa  to  leslore  the  ties  of  amity  nhick 
formerly  united  the  two  nations,  and  which  have  been 
severed  b;  the  tawlrst  and  outrageous  conduct  of  tha 
French  Government,  the  United  Stales,  in  the  tpoilof 
peace  and  tondliation,  had  recourse  lo  a  fiiendly  nego- 
tiation with  the  Republic  of  Franoe  :  And  whereas  thtii 
endeavors,  unremittingly  puraued,  have  been  entualj 
fruMiated,  and  all  their  overtures  tcomiully  rejected; 
and,  instead  of  indemnity  for  tha  immense  lossea  of  ibsir 
citizens  by  maritime  spoliations  and  arbitrary  deten- 
tions of  their  vessels,  tribute,  in  the  form  of  loans,  and 
otherwise,  hss  been  insultingly  demanded  ;  snd  instead 
of  an  attention  to  their  complaints,  and  a  competent 
redress  of  them,  an  apologetic  eiphnalion  of  the  fin 
and  dignifiad  language  of  the  Exemttve  Address  todw 
Legislsture  has  been  reqnired,  aa  a  naceasaty  preUiat- 
nsry  to  negotiaticm :  And  whereaa,  thus  drcnmslanced, 
it  becomea  expedient,  in  Jusdflcation  of  their  violtttd 
rightt  and  insulted  ^gni^,  aa  weU  aa  to  ttxtoA  Iks 
afUM  BepubUcssd 
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trfAmitj  (nd  Cuiomerce,  tnd  ths  Treaty  of  Allium, 
betwMD  tha  United  Sutes  and  the  Fiench  GorernmeDt, 
ooncladed  on  the  stith  day  of  Febnuuj,  one  ^oiuand 
■cTen  hundred  and  seTsolj-eight,  and  the  Ceniuln 
ComeDtioD  betneea  (he  ume  partiea,  concluded  on  the 
Iburleenth  of  November,  one  Uionaaad  wren  hundred 
and  eighty-eight,  ought  of  right  to  be,  and  are  bBrab; 
declared,  void  and  of  no  efiect,  and  ahall  no  longer  be 
binding  on  the  Govenuaeut  and  dtizena  of  the  United 
etateJ' 

Mr.  GoBDON  mored  that  it  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  for  the  Protectioa  of  Commerce  and 
the  Defence  of  the  Country,  which  rootiou  was 
negatived — 40  to  35.     It  was  then,  on  motion  of 

Mr.  Habpgb,  after  a  few  observaliona  on  the  sub- 
ject, referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  slate  of  the  Unioit. 

FRAUDS  ON  BANK  UNITED  8TATBB. 
Tbe   House    vreDt   into   a   Committee  of  the 

Whole  OD  the  bill  to  punish  frauds  committed  on 

the  Bant  of  the  United  Slates,  which  was  agreed 

to,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  t' 


LOAN  OF  HONEY. 
Od  motioti  of  Mr.  Harper,  tbe  House  went 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  od  the  bill  to  en- 
able the  Presiident  of  the  United  States  to  bor- 
row money  for  the  poblic  service, 

Mr.  Gallatin  said,  it  had  never  heen  usoal  to 
pass  a  law  in  the  present  shape.  He  recollected 
no  bill  ever  beiof  introduced  mto  thij  House,  pro- 
posing to  give  the  President  power  to  borrow 
mone^  withoat  limitation.  Tne  last  section  of 
the  bill  pledges  tbe  money  to  be  borrowed  under 
the  aathority  of  this  law  to  make  up  any  de- 
fieieocy  in  any  appropriation  heretofore  made  by 
law,  or  to  be  made  during  the  present  session  of 
Congress ;  and  to  defray  the  expenses  which  may 
be  incident  to  the  calling  into  actual  service  any 
part  of  the  militia  of  the  United  Stales,  or  Co  the 
raising,  equipping,  and  calling  into  actual  service 
any  regular  troops  or  volunteers,  pursuant  to  au- 
thorities vested,  or  to  be  vested  in  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  by  law. 

These  beihg  the  objects  of  the  law,  it  may  be 
said  it  would  Be  difficult  to  limit  the  sum ;  but  the 
difficulty  may  be  avoided  by  making  the  sum 
lar^  enoneh.  He  would  not  object  to  any  sum 
which  geniienien  should  think  it  possible  may  be 
wanted  between  the  present  time  and  the  next 
session  of  Congress.  Mr.  O.  proposed  an  amend- 
ment, therefore,  to  limit  the  sum  to  not  exceeding 

the  snm  of dollars.  When  Congress  metagain, 

ther  would  most  probably  be  better  able  to  judge 
of  tbe  actual  sum  which  would  be  wanted,  and 
alao  of  the  terms  opon  which  a  loan  can  be  got. 
Of  whether  a  loan  can  be  got  at  all. 

Mr.  Harper  said,  the  committee  had  been  in- 
duced to  introduce  the  bill  in  its  present  form, 
from  the  nature  of  the  business  being  so  extremely 
indefinite  ;  so  much  so  as  to  make  it  next  to 
impoasible  to  gueas  what  sum  wilt  be  wanted. 


The  President  of  the  United  States  has  the  power 
to  call  into  service  80,000  militia;  he  may  raise 
an  army  of  10,000  men,  and  bring  them  into  ac- 
tual service  ;  and  he  may  raise  by  way  of  volun- 
teers, aa  great  an  army  as  he  can  enlist.  It  was 
to  be  hoped  that  none  of  these  would  be  neces- 
sary. He  supposed  there  could  be  no  objection 
to  fix  the  sum,  except  it  was  thai  it  would  be  so 
large  that  it  would  be  like  no  limitation  at  all. 
Suppose  the  President  was  authorized  to  borrow 
ten  or  fifteen  million  of  dollars,  he  supposed  the 
latter  sum  would  take  in  any  possible  object  which 
could  he  contemplated ;  but  he  thought  the  biQ 
belter  as  it  is,  though  he  had  no  particular  objec- 
tion to  a  sum  being  named,  provided  it  was  suf- 
ficiently ia^^. 

Mr.  Galutin  said,  the  reason  why  he  wished 
the  hill  to  have  the  shape  he  had  mentioned  was, 
that  the  last  sectioii  of  the  hill  declares  what  shall 
be  the  appropriation  of  the  money,  and  the  first  ia 
general,  so  that  they  stand  in  coolradiclioa  to 
each  other.  The  first  says,  the  money  shall  he 
appropriated  for  carrying  mto  effect  any  law  pass- 
ed during  the  la^t,  or  the  present  session ;  but  the 
last  section  confines  it  to  the  purposes  above  cited. 
The  first  section,  therefore,  covers  more  ground 
than  the  appropriation  could  do.  He  thought 
the  appropriation  section  the  best,  and  should  af- 
terward move  to  make  the  other  sections  conform- 
able to  it. 

Mr.  Hahper  believed  the  contradiction  spoken 
of  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  was  so 
in  appearance  only,  and  not  in  substance,  because 
be  knew  do  law  for  which  money  would  he  want- 
ed, beside^i  the  law  for  calline  out  the  militia  and 
for  raising  troops.  He  should  have  no  objection 
to  conform  the  two  sections.  Mr.  H.  moved  to 
amend  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania, by  iosertine  ten  millions. 

Mr.  8.  SuiTii  tnought  five  millions  would  be 
sufficient,  and  more  than  could  be  expended  in  the 
recess  of  Congress.  Many  of  the  expenses  are 
merely  contemplated.  The  fortifications  are  not 
yet  begun  upon.  To  appropriate  a  larger  sum 
than  five  millions,  he  thought,  would  be  to  create 
unnecessary  alarm. 

Mr,  Habfgh  could  not  see  how  any  alarm  could 
he  raised  by  giving  the  President  power  to  borrow 
ten  millioDs  of  dollars,  as,  though  this  power  was 
given,  it  might  not  be  necessary  to  borrow  any 
part  of  it ;  but  it  was  prudent  to  guard  against  any 
exigency  which  may  happen.  It  is  not  known 
that  the  men  required  can  he  raised,  until  an  abso- 
lute necessity  shall  call  for  the  service  of  the  peo- 
ple. He  believed,  indeed,  that  it  would  beoest 
not  to  agree  lo  the  amendment  at  all,  as  the  pur- 
poses for  which  the  money  was  borrowed  would 
oe  the  best  limitation  of  the  eum.  He  owned,  with 
the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  that  if  our  other 
preparations  for  defence  are  not  carried  into  efiect 
witD  more  promptness  than  the  repairing  of  out 
fortifications,  we  should  be  a  long  time  in  accom- 
plishing them ;  bnt,  he  supposed,  when  danger  ap- 
proaches nearer,  that  will  be  the  case. 

Mr.  McDowell  hoped  the  amendment  would 
take  [dace,    He  thought  the  principle  altogether 
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new,  and  very  alamuog,  to  gi7e  the  Preaident 
power  to  barfow  money  without  limit.  Me  hoped 
the  sum  would  be  limited  to  five  millions;  for,  to 
give  the  Presideal  power  to  borrow  money  to  any 
exieot  would  be  completely  to  give  him  the  sword 
and  the  purse,  unlimitedly.  Tnis  would 
alarm  amon^  the  people,  aod  he  thought  justly. 
If  the  situation  of  the  country  is  such  as  to  re- 
quire more  than  80,000  militia,  and  the  10,000 
troops  to  be  raised  in  case  of  danger,  Coneiesa 
would  doubtless  be  called  ;  beiides,  he  believed  but 
little  of  the  money  appropriated  for  fortifies  lions, 
Slc,,  would  be  expended  before  the  next  GesaioD  of 
Congress,  The  eentleman  from  South  Carolina 
■ays  that  when  the  danger  increases,  the  businesa 
will  progress  with  greater  eipeditioa.  Mr.  McD. 
wished  even  danger  might  make  our  officers  do 
theii  duty. 

The  questioD  on  filling  the  blank  with  five  mil- 
lions, was  put  and  carried. 

Mr,  Dayton  (the  Speaker)  said  be  did  not  rote 
for  filling  the  blank  with  fire  millions,  because  it 
was  impossible  to  foretell  what  sums  mi«ht  bi 
wanted  for  the  public  service,  and  it  would  con 
Ktiuentiy  be  unsafe,  and  might  be  injurious  to  ihi 
public  weal  to  prescribe  any  other  riile.  If  he  wen 
called  upon  to  declare  hb  opinion  at  that  time  o: 
the  amount  of  the  loans  which  would  probably  be 
requisite  before  next  session,  he  should  fix  upon  a 
less  sum  than  fire  millions,  out  it  must  be  vague 
conjecture  merely,  for  they  could  have  no  esti- 
mates to  guide  them.  It  was,  on  the  other  hand, 
possible,  that  the  public  service  might  require  a 
still  greater  sum;  and.  if  this  should  be  the  case, 
avery  gentleman  would  r^iet  that  more  discre- 
tion, and  greater  latitude  oT  power  had  not  been 
given  to  the  President.  He  trusted  that  the 
amendment  offered  by  the  member  from  Pennsyl- 
vania would  not  prevail,  and  he  was  pleased  to 
find  that  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  had 
not  acquiesced  in  it,  for  the  mover  himself  bad 
acknowted{^  his  ignorance  of  any  rnle  of  lim- 
itation, while  he  was  undertakiikg  arbitrarily  to 
prescribe  one. 

Mr.  Oallatin  said,  though  a  correct  estimate 
could  not  be  made  of  the  sum  which  it  would  be 
Mecessary  for  the  President  to  borrow,  yet  a  kind 
of  estimate  might  be  made.  A  Pruvisional  Army 
has  been  authorized  to  a  certain  extent ;  a  detach- 
ment of  the  militia  has  also  been  authorized;  and 
putting  tbio^  upon  the  worst  footing,  by  suppos- 
ing an  invasion  actually  to  take  place  a  calcula- 
tion of  the  expenae  might  be  made.  In  the  year 
1794,  from  twelve  to  fifteen  thousand  men  were 
called  into  actual  service;  for  several  months 
they  were  provided  for.  and  we  knew  the  first  ad- 
vance necessary  for  that  purpose.  It  did  not 
amount  to  $400,000  before  the  meeting  of  Coo- 

E>ss,  though  they  had  to  march  300  miles,  and 
d  been  more  than  three  months  in  service.  He 
Ihousht  there  would  be  no  difficulty,  therefore,  in 
calcmating  the  amount  which  might  po^Ibly  be 
wanted  in  the  recess  of  Congress;  and  he  hoped 
h  would  be  done,  for  he  did  not  know  that  any 
nation  which  has  preserved  to  itself  any  shadow 
of  legislation,  ever  parted  with  the  power  now 


say,  that  . 
three  \ 


proposed  to  be  given  to  (he  President.  Takia( 
legislation  upon  the  loosest  grwind.  Cb^al  Britain 
never  did  more  than  pass  a  general  vote  of  credil 
for  a  sum  of  money  ;  that  is  the  least  specific  form 
in  which  he  ever  anew  money  nanied.  When 
specific  loans  were  Kone  into  in  tnat  eouniry,  not 
only  the  sum  to  be  borrowed  is  named,  but  also 
the  terms  upon  which  it  is  to  be  had  ;  and  when 
a  vote  of  credit  is  passed,  the  sum  is  always  spe- 
cified. He  hoped  a  specification  would  be  made 
in  this  case. 

The  limitation  of  the  bill,  as  it  now  stands,  Mr. 
O.  said,  is  in  direct  contradiction  to  the  doctrine 
of  appropriation  laid  down  in  the  Constitution. 
The  President  hds  been  authorized  to  raise  s  Pro- 
visional Army  for  the  terra  of  three  years.  The 
limitation  of  the  first  section  of  the  bill  says,  the 
idem  shall  have  power  to  raise  monev  for  anf 
issed  during  the  present  session,  that  is  to 
;  shall  have  power  to  pay  an  array  for 
I,  which  is  against  the  CoDstitutional 
rhich  says  that  no  app  '      ' 

pay  of  the  army  shall  be  made  ft 
years. 

Mr.  O.  thought  this  improper.  He  had  no  ob- 
jection to  fill  the  blank  with  the  sum  which  had 
been  mentioned.  He  acknowled^d  the  expenses 
would  be  great,  and  he  wished  to  have  sufficient 
money  borrowed  to  pay  either;  bat  he  hoped 
when  Congress  transferred  their  power  of  borrow- 
ing money,  they  would  do  it  with  a  Umitatton  to 
the  sum. 

Mr.  Habtlbv  thought  his  colleague  was  very 
liberal  in  voting  money  on  this  occasion,  contrary 
to  his  usual  practice.  He  believed  it  was  the  wish 
of  ever)[  gentleman  to  be  as  cautious  of  expenae 
as  possibTe.  We  cannot,  said  he,  foresee  what 
sums  of  money  will  be  necessary,  and  ai  we  have 
trusted  one  discretionary  powa-  in  the  hands  of 
the  President,  we  must  trust  anolher.  He  believ- 
ed the  President  would  not  borrow  more  money 
than  was  necessary.  Perhaps  one-half  of  the 
80.000  militia  might  not  be  wanted.  He  had  great 
reliance  upon  the  volunteer  corps,  which  would 
first  be  ready.  If  a  landing  was  made  by  the  en- 
emy, and  30,000  men  called  out,  he  believed  in  a 
few  weeks  not  many  of  them  would  he  found 
,  hut  as  the  exact  expenditure  could  not  be 
ascertained,  he  believed  it  would  be  best  left  with 
the  President. 

Mr.  Dana  said,  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylva- 

a  observed  that  the  power  proposed  to   be  given 

the  President  would  be  more  general  than  any 
apprDpriatlon  be  ever  koew;  and  much  more  co 

vote  of  credit  under  the  British  Oovern- 

Mr.  D.  said,  there  was  a  very  materia] 
difference  between  the  British  Ooveroment  and 
the  United  States.  .  The  King  of  England  raise* 
armies  and  navies  at  pleasure.  Parliament  does 
not  fix  the  objects  to  which  the  money  bwrowed 
shall  be  applied.  Congress,  on  the  contrary,  fixes 
the  objects  of  expense,  which  serves  as  a  limlia- 
tion  to  it. 

Mr.  R.  Wii.LiAMa  could  notsee  why  gentlemen 
should  be  opposed  to  fixing  the  sum  which  it  was 
proposed  to  authorize  the  President  of  the  United 
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Stfttes  to  boirow.  Uoless  [he  sum  was  fixed  in 
this  bill,  he  aapposed  it  would  never  hereafter  be 
fixed,  as  it  is  now  said  that  the  object  of  expense 
being  fixed,  the  President  cannot  expend  more 
than  is  aecesssry.  If  it  was  Dot  intended  to  sa- 
Ublish  a  principle  of  this  kind,  he  could  not  tell 
wbai  it  was  intended  for.  The  President  might 
be  mistsbeii  on  this  poiot,  snd  borrow  a  much 
larger  sum  than  ii  necessary.  If  geDtlenen  do 
not  think  five  millions  sufficient,  let  them  fix  the 
UmiiatioH  ai  ten,  which  *urely  weald  be  Miffi- 
ei«at  for  the  eipenditare  of  a  reeesa  of  a  few 
months,  and  when  Congress  come  together  a^aio 
they  could  do  what  was  necessary  on  the  subject. 
If  a  discretion  of  this  kind  was  fitting  to  be  placed 
in  the  PreMdent,  he_did  not  think  it  would  be  ne- 
cessary for  Congress  to  meet  so  often  as  at  pre- 
sent. Authorize  certain  officers  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  borrow  moaey  lo  any  amount,  and  let 
them  do  with  it  what  they  please,  and  there  is  an 
end  of  legislation.  When  he  declared  himself 
unwilling  to  place  this  power  in  the  President,  he 
had  as  much  confidence  in  that  officer  as  any 
other  gentleman;  but  he  was  neither  inclined,  nor 
did  he  think  he  was  authorized  to  make  this  ex- 
ttMrdiuary  transferor  power.  If  gentlemen  think 
five  niilJions  i^BufficJent,  let  them  show  by  their 
cakahtioM  tluit  nxwe  u  wanted. 

Mr.  8.  ^HiTB'Waa  sony  to  differ  in  opinion 
from  the  gentleman  from  New  Jeney.  The  ftind- 
ii>g  system,  he  said,  was  liable  to  great  abuse. 
Our  system  has  been  adopted  from  that  of  the  Brit- 
ish QoTMnment ;  and  yet.  he  believed,  it  could  not 
be  shown  that  the  Bntisti  Parliament  ever  gave 
power  to  the  Minister  to  borrow  an  iadefinite  sum 
of  money.  In  his  mind,  such  a  law  would  pre- 
Tcnt  any  money  from  being  borrowed  at  all. 
When  men  are  about  to  lend  money,  they  act 
with  caution,  and  they  look  to  see  that  tbe  bor- 
rower does  not  go  beyond  his  power;  but  when 
they  saw  a  law  of  this  kind,  he  believed  they  would 
not  feel  themselves  so  secure  as  if  the  sum  to  be 
bocrowed  was  specified.  It  was  of  little  conse- 
quence to  htm  whether  it  was  five  or  ten  millions; 
but  he  had  noidea  thattenmillionsofdollarscould 
be  expended  before  the  next  meeting  of  Congress. 
Under  these  impressions,  however,  he  was  con- 
TiBCed  it  would  be  proper  to  authorize  a  definite 
earn  to  be  b«irrowed  ;  for,  though  gentlemen  may 
have  all  possible  confidence  in  the  prcseui  Chief 
Blagietmte,  this  law,  if  passed  in  its  presm  form, 
may  be  adduced  as  a  precedent  at  a  time  when  we 
may  have  a  President  deserving  of  less  cooS- 
deooe.  He  did  not  think  that  this  bill  was  drawn 
with  that  degree  of  attention  which  bills  of  this 
kind  ought  to  be  drawn.  The  time  for  which  a 
loan  is  to  be  made  is  generally  defined  ;  it  is  said 
when  the  debt  shall  be  redeemable,  what  interest 
shall  be  paid,  and  what  certifioatee  issued  fur  it. 
He  htnped  Congress  would  not  place  so  high  a  rs- 
spoiuibility  upon  the  President  as  this  bill  propos- 
ed to  lay  upon  him.  Congress  ought  themselves 
to  take  tbe  responsibility  of  the  measures,  and 
leave  tbe  President  to  execute  the  laws.  If  he 
lo  the  Presi- 
is  of  defence, 


he  should  be  as  ready  to  grant  it  as  the  gentleman 
from  New  Jersey ;  but  believing  the  contrary,  he 
should  be  in  favor  of  the  amendment. 

The  qaertion  was  put,  and  the  amendment  wss 
nmtived — 40  to  37. 

Mr.  Oallatih  moved  an  Bmendmeni  to  make 
tke  first  and  third  sections  conformable  to  each 
other,  with  tespect  to  the  objects  for  which  this 
money  was  to  be  appropriated,  which  was  agreed  to. 

The  committe  ro^e,  and  in  the  House 

Mr.  Qallatik  renewed  his  motion  to  limit  the 
loan  to  a  sum  not  exceeding  five  millions  of  dol- 
lars, which  was  negatived— -38  to  37. 

Mr.  O.  then  moved  a  provision,  that  the  rate  of 
interest  upon  any  sum  which  may  b«  borrowed, 
shall  not  exceed per  cent.,  and  that  no  en- 
gagement shall  be  entered  into  which  shall  pm- 
vent  the  United  States  from  reimbursing  such 
sums  as  shall  be  borrowed  within  ■  ■  ■  years 
after  the  loan  shall  have  been  made. 

Mr.  Habfeh  believed  this  limimtion  to  be  a 
great  deal  worse  than, the  other ;  that  might  have 


doinv  it  at  all.    What  rate  of  interest  would  the 

EDtlemanfrom  Pennsylvania  wish  to&xt  Will 
say  six  or  seven  per  cent?  He  supposed  he 
would  say  six ;  bat  admitting  that  he  would  agree 
to  fill  the  blank  with  seven  or  eight,  even  then  the 
President  of  the  United  Slates  might  not  be  aMe 
to  borrow  a  farthing.  He  supposed  It  possible 
money  might  be  got  at  this  interest^  because  be 


the  country,  sach  as  has  rarely  been  evineed  beT»- 
tofore ;  but  that  spirit  may  not  continue,  and  eir- 
cumstancea  may  occur,  which  would  render  it 
impossible  to  procure  money  at  this  rate.  In  that 
case  tbe  country  would  be  bound  band  and  foot, 
our'enemy  may  march  his  troops  into  the  country, 
and  if  no  more  money  can  be  got,  then  neither 
r^ular  army,  volunteers,  or  militia,  can  be  brought 
into  the  field  to  oppose  them.  All  oar  means  of 
defence  will,  therefore,  be  made  to  depend  upoa 
onr  being  aUe  tb  procure  money  at  a  certain  inte- 
rest. Gentlemen  have  said  that  the  interest  of 
money  borrowed  by  the  British  Government  ie 
always  fixed;  but  this  is  only  in  appearance. 
The  Minister  obtains  from  Parliament  a  vote  of 


the  power  of  btwrowing  ii  the  contiageney  .on 
whicn  the  carrying  of  a  law  into  effect  depends} 
and  so  far  from  being  able  to  fix  the  rate  of  inte- 
rest at  which  this  money  can  be  borrowed,  it  is 
impossible  it  can  be  said  at  this  time  V  what  rate 
money  can  be  obtained.  You  must  make  it  the 
interest  dT  moneyed  men  to  lend  their  money.  If 
you  fix  a  high  rale  of  interest,  they  will  not  lend 
It  for  less,  and  if  you  fix  il  too  low,  thev  will  not 
lend  their  money  at  all.  So  that,  if  the  rate  of 
interest  be  fixed  at  too  low  a  rate,  rather  than 
leave  the  matter  to  tbe  discretion  of  the  Presi- 
dent the  conntry  might  be  involved  in  the  great- 
est difficulty. 
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We  hare  heretafote,  said  Mr.  H,,  trusted  the 
Presideat  to  borrow  twelre  miilioos  of  dollnrs, 
and  was  the  power  abused?  No.  The  mone^ 
was  borrowed  on  good  terms.  Why,  then,  is  it 
now  to  be  suspected  ihat  the  Presidenl  will  gire 
a  higher  raie  of  ioiereat  than  money  cao  be  got 
foi7  There  it  no  good  ground  for  such  a  suppo- 
sition. He,  therefore,  believed  the  motion  fuoda- 
mentallv  wrong  and  mischievous ;  for  all  the  mea- 
sures wliich  had  been  taken  for  the  defence  of  the 
country  wDold  be  rendered  useless,  if  money 
could  not  be  got  to  carry  them  into  effect.  To 
agree  to  such  a  proposition  as  the  one  proposed, 
would  be  to  tread  back  the  stepg  w«  have  taken, 
it  would  be  to  uanerve  the  arm  of  the  country 
stretched  out  for  its  defence.    After  having  re- 

i'ecled  the  last  amendment,  which  was  so  much 
ess  mischievous  than  this,  ne  trustetl  this  would 
not  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CoiT  baid  the  principle  advocated  by  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvatita  was  a  valuable  one, 
and  he  should  be  in  iavor  of  it  but  for  one  diffi- 
culty. Suppose  this  country  were  ^o  be  invaded, 
aikd  all  our  measures  were  at  a  stand  for  want  of 
money,  and  money  could  not  be  borrowed  at  tbe 
rate  fixed,  he  wislied  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania to  say  what  ought,  in  such  a  case,  to  be 

Mr.  Otib  wished  the  motion  to  be  divided, 
which  was  accordingly  done,  and  the  question 
^as  upon  tbe  first  pan  of  it,  respecting  the  rate  of 
iaterest. 

Mr.  Hartlbv  believed  it  would  be  best  to  leave 
this  matter  to  be  settled  bjr  the  President,  on  the 


Resent  have  authorized  7  per  cent,  for  money ; 
but  if  it  could  be  bad  for  less,  he  had  no  doubt  it 
would  be  so  obtained. 

Mr.  Mason  did  not  believe  then  would  be  many 
money-leaders ;  and  if  no  limitation  was  put  to 
the  interest  to  be  paid,  they  might  combine  and 
make  Qovernment  pay  any  price  they  pleased;  be 
hoped  therefore  this  motion  would  be  carried,  espe- 
cially since  it  has  been  brought  forward ;  other- 
wise, it  will  be  said  tbat  Qovernment  intended  to 
^ive  more,  or  they  would  have  agreed  to  the  lim- 
itation. 

With  respect  to  what  had  been  said  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Connecticut  (Mr.  Coit)  in  respect  to 
an  invasion,  if  a  loan  of  money  was  not  made  be- 
fore that  time,  it  could  not  be  made  then.  When 
such  an  event  shall  take  place,  the  people  will  rise 
«n  maue,  and  they  must  have  provisions  where- 
erer  they  can  be  found.  If  an  attack  vyere  to  be 
made  in  an  extreme  part  of  the  Union,  the  Gor- 
•cnor  of  th^  State  would  not  wait  until  he  knew 
whether  the  President  of  the  United  Suies  had 
been  able  to  ne»>tiate  a  loan,  but  woutd^epel  the 
attack  with  all  the  means  he  could  procure.  He 
had  no  doubt  but  the  officers  of  the  Treasury  would 
be  disposed  to  get  money  as  cheap  as  they  could. 
He  did  not  fear  that  the  department  which  has 
the  business  of  collecting  the  money  in  its  hands 
would  be  lavish  in  the  expenditure  of  it,  by  paying 
a  higber  interest  than  could  be  avoided. 


Mr.  T.  CtAiBORMi!  thought  it  would  be  impro- 
per to  limit  tbe  interest  of  money,  as  money  would 
never  be  got  for  less  Iban  the  sum  limited ;  and  if 
it  could  not  be  got  for  that,  a  limitation  would  only 
produce  an  embarrasment. 

Mr.  Gallatin  read  an  extract  from  a  teller  from 
the  Secretary  of  tbe  Tr«asury,  in  whicb  he  says : 

«  I  entertain  no  doubt  that  tba  Prendent  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  will  b«  able  to  negotiste  b  loan  to  anj  Binonnt 
which  may  be  necssMry,  on  reasonable  temis,  provided 
efficient  tmi  be  laid  a*  sMnrity.  Anurancea  fiMD 
~  n  have  been  reedved  to  this 

No  objection,  IJfr.  G.  said,  could  be  made  to  tbe 
security  offered  to  money-lenders.  What  is  it? 
He  read  the  following  passage  from  the  2d  section 
of  tbe  bill: 

"  That  ao  much  si  may  be  neceBaiy  of  the  aotplas 
of  the  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,  bejond  the  per. 
manent  appropriation*  heretotbre  charged  upon  them 
by  taw,  sbsil  be  and  hereby  is  pledged  and  ipprDpnated 
for  paying  the  interest  of  all  such  money  aa  maybe  bor- 
rowed, pursuant  to  this  set,  according  to  the  tenn*  sod 
oonditioni  on  whicll  the  loan  or  losiu,  retpectjvdy,  may 
be  eSscted ;  and  also  for  paying  and  diacharging  the 
piindpal  sum  oi  sums  of  any  sodi  loan  or  loans,  accMd- 
ing  to  the  terms  and  conditiona  to  be  ^ed  as  ajoieaaid. 
Andthebithofthe  United  States  shall  ba  and  lareby 
ia  pledged  to  aatablish  sufficient  permanana  revanuoa  fw 
making  up  any  deficient  Ihat  may  hereailet  a^Mar  m 
the  proviaioni  for  paying  the  aud  interoat  and  imaripal 
luma,  or  any  of  tham,  in  maimer  afiireBsid." 

What,  said  Mr.  G.,  are  the  permaikent  appropri- 
ations heretofore  charged  upon  tbe  duties  on  im- 
posts and  loooagel  Tneyare  only  for  paying  tbe 
interest  of  the  public  debt,  aud  2  per  cent,  on  the 
public  stock.  The  whole  civil  list,  and  all  the 
appropriations  for  the  Military  Bsiablishmeni,  aie 
payable  out  of  that  fund  by  annual,  and  not  by 
permanent,  appropriaiioiu.  The  surplus  of  these 
duties,  therefore,  are  about  three  millions  a  year ; 


affect  this  fund,  but  will  ful  upon  the  eivu 
list  and  military  appropriations.  Having,  there- 
fore, provided  so  competent  a  fund,  he  thougbt 
Congress  had  a  right  to  expect,  agreeably  to  the 
assurance  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  tbat 
loans  would  be  obtained  on  reasonable'  terms,  and 
he  could  not  see  any  reason  why  (hoee  terms  niav 
not  be  fixed ;  for,  if  tbe  interest  is  not  limited, 
be  feared  the  money-tenders  would  compel  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  pay  higher  interest 
than  they  coutd  do  when  the  interest  was  fixed 
by  law ;  and  the  regulalion  not  only  am|lies  to 
money-lenders  generally,  but  also  to  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  tf  the  interest  is  not  fixed,  it 
will  be  in  the  power  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury to  give  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  a  higher 
interest  than  6  per  cent. ;  and  though  he  did  not 
expect  a  permanent  loan  from  the  bank,  he  ex- 
pected anticipations  of  the  revenue,  and' he  thougbt 
It  ought  to  be  provided  that  more  than  Q  percent, 
should  not  be  paid  for  any  such  anticipations ;  and 
he  wished  this  matter  to  be  fixed,  because,  hoeto- 
fore,  tlmugh  we  have  in  appeanmce  paid  no  lowe 
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than  6  pec  ctnt.  interest,  ire  have  leallf  paid  be- 
tween 7  and  8,  The  Algerine  loan  was  made  lo 
Government  by  the  BaaE  of  tbe  United  Stales  in 
6  per  cenl.  stock,  at  par,  and  was  sold  by  us  for 
about  80  per  cent.,  or  16».  in  the  pound.  He  saw 
no  inconreoience,  but  much  g:ood,to  be  derived 
from  this  r^ulation ;  for  he  had  no  idea  that  we 
should  wait  lor  an  inyasjoa  before  we  ne^tiated  a 
loan,  because  he  knew  ii  could  not  then  be  done 
upoD  such  good  terms  as  at  present. 

For  his  own  share,  Mr.  G.  said,  he  had  opposed 
&  number  of  measures  which  had  authorized  ex- 
pense in  tbe  course  of  the  present  session  ;  but  ihat 
expense  harin?  been  authorized,  and  tbe  situation 
of  the  country  being  more  critical  now  than  it  was 
two  months  ago,  he  wished  a  loan  lo  be  immedi- 
ately negotiated.  He  knew,  if  we  were  to  be  en- 
gagtd  in  war,  and  the  war  was  to  be  carried  on 
principatly  by  loans,  a  high  price  must  be  paid  for 
money;  bnt'he  would  have  that  price  r^ulated 
by  the  Legislature. 

As  lo  the  idea  of  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolioa,  that  it  may  he  true  in  form,  but  not  in 
substance,  that  the  British  Parliament  regulate  tbe 
interest  to  be  paid  for  any  loans  which  are  nego- 
tiated by  that  Oareinment;  if  it  is  not  really  so, 
it  is  owing  to  the  Ministers  having  the  power  lo 
Mt  the  Legislative  authority  at  naught.  At  any 
ntte,  the  form  is  preserved  ;  bot  if  Congress  aban- 
don the  principle,  and  say  thev  will  have  notbiof 
to  do  with  the  termH  upon  wkich  a  loan  is  to  be 
taade,  they  will  give  up  a  power  which  the  Pariia- 
meni  of  Oreat  Britain  has  always  retained,  but 
which  they  do  not  make  effectual. 

Mr.  Q.  wished,  however,  if  gentlemen  thought 
K  limitation  of  interest  improper,  that  they  would 
propose  some  other  restriction,  in  order  thai  the  bill 
might  not  be  permitted  to  go  out  in  the  unlimited 
state  in  which  it  appears  at  present. 

Mr.  Habfer  said,  if  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
aylvania  had  said  with  what  sum  he  meant  lo  Gil 
tne  blank,  the  committee  would  have  been  better 
sble  to  judge  of  the  propriety  of  the  amendment. 
If  he  meant  to  fill  the  blank  with  6  per  cent.,  he 
believed  the  restriction  would  l>e  attended  with 
many  inconveniences  and  thai  it  would  be  inex- 
pedient to  do  anything  on  this  subject.  He  could 
not  think  that  this  House  were  so  capable  of  bor- 
rowing money  aa  the  Esecutive  or  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  who  know  who  these  wealthy 


irdiKese 


could  arise  from  giviog  them  this  power. 

But  one  argument  oT  tbe  gentleman  was  a  little 

singular.  He  says,  so  far  as  relates  lo  the  Bank 
of  the  United  Slates,  at  least,  we  ought  not  lo  give 
'more  than  6  per  cent ;  for  though  the  bank  nad 
'heretofore  appeared  lo  lend  the  Qovernment  mo- 
ney at  6  per  cent.,  it  had  really  paid  7  or  8.  The 
truth  was.  that  the  bank  finaing  ihe  6  per  cent, 
stock,  which  coat  them  20a..  would  not  sell  for  more 
than  17».  or  I8a.  in  the  pound,  they  were  obliged  lo 
*sell  it  for  that.  The  argument  of  the  gentleman 
went  to  shew  that  the  bank  ou^ht  to  borrow  mo- 
'ney  at  8  per  cent,  and  to  loan  it  to  the  Qoviirii- 
^ment  at  6.    His  own  idea  was,  that  money  might 


be  got  for  6  per  cent.,  but  from  other  moltves  than 
those  of  inieresl. 

Mr.  Li  viNoaTON  said,  the  gentleman  from  Sooth 
Carolina  was  mistaken  when  he  said  tbe  6  pet 
cenl.  stock  had  cost  ibe  Bank  of  the  United  State* 
308.  in  the  pound.  Ofall  thecitraordiQaryargtk> 
ments  he  bad  heard  on  this  subject,  one  from  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  was  the  most  ao. 
It  would  go  to  a  complete  surrender  of  alt  the  pow- 
ers vested  in  this  House,  viz:  ihat  tbe  Executive 
officers  of  Government  are  infinitely  better  calcu- 
lated lo  do  this  business  than  this  body  can  be,  and 
that  they  had  no  tight  lo  suspect  the  integrity  of 
those  (^cers.  There  are  many  olheilhinRs  which  it 
might  be  said  the  Executive  officers  are  better  able 
to  do  than  this  House.  They  might,  perhaps,  he 
belter  able  to  regulate  the  pay  of  the  Army,  or  of 
the  officers  employed  in  tbe  collection  of  the  rev- 
enue. They  could  do  all  this  on  better  terms  than 
Congress  could  do  it ;  and  as  no  one  ever  could 
BQspect  them  of  abusing  the  power,  we  ooffht  of 
course  to  surrender  this  power  to  them.  Theae 
reasons,  however  would  have  no  weight  on  bta 
mind.  He  believed  this  House  ought  to  attend  to 
puUic  expenditures  with  a  watchful  eye.  Would 
the  gentleman  from  Sonth  Carolina  be  willing  to 
surrender  bis  Itfe  and  property  to  any  man,  be- 
canse  that  man  had  no  temptation  to  dettroy  them? 
But  he  denied  that  it  web  true  that  the  President 
had  DO  temptation  to  abuse  tbe  power  placed  in 
him  with  respeet  to  money  transactions.  It  wai 
the  first  time  he  Jiad  heard  it  said,  that  such  a 
power  might  not  be  abused.  Could  it  be  said  that 
the  power  to  borrow  and  apply  untold  milliooa, 
without  any  limitation  whatever,  might  not  b« 
abused  1  He  did  not  think  it  was  becoming  in  the 
Representative  of  a  free  country  to  pin  his  &itb 
to  ibe  sleeve  of  the  Executive.  He  did  not  come 
here  lo  make  professions  of  his  respect  for  the  Ex- 
ecutive. He  hoped  he  should  never  have  any  rea- 
son to  find  fault  with  him  ;  but  he  was  not  willing 
to  yield  to  him  that  power  which  he  himself  was 
appointed  to  exercise. 

It  was  said,  it  would  be  improper  to  fix  th«  rate 
of  interest,  as,  if  the  highest  rate  was  fixed  whieb 
should  be  given  for  the  interest  of  money,  none 
could  be  got  fot  lets.  But  was  there  not  a  proba- 
bility, if  the  rate  was  not  fixed,  of  giving  a  much 
highertate?  He  believedtherewaa.  Hebelieved 
moneyed  men  might  so  combine  as  to  extort  10  or 


then 


:.  for  money.    The  palriotiun  of 
leyed  men  bad  been  spoken  of:  that  patri- 


otism, peraaps,  might  exist,  but  he  should  not  wish 
to  rely  entirely  npoa  that.  If,  howeTec,  that  patii- 
oiism  is  real,  instead  of  wishing  more  than  com* 
mon  interest,  thepossessorsof  money  ought  to  lend 
it  to  Ooveroment  at  3  per  cent,  rather  than  the 
country  should  not  be  put  into  a  complete  posture 
of  defence. 

Mr.  Hahfer  did  nol  know  but  the  patriotism 
which  the  gjentleman  from  New  York  has  spoken 
of  might  exist,  bot  he  did  not  wish  whollv  to  rely 
upon  that  patriotism.  He  believed  it  would  be  ne- 
cessary, in  some  degree,  to  consult  ihe  interests  of 
moneyed  men.  If  the  geutleman  from  New  York 
had  given  an  answer  to  the  qaeatioa  of  the  gen- 
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tlenuia  from  Conoecticui,  (Mr.  Coit.)  bis  observa- 
tions woulJ  have  b«en  much  moie  to  the  purpose 
than  those  which  he  had  given  to  the  committee, 
which  was,  what  are  Wf  tp  do,  provided  necessity 
csUe  for  the  money,  and  it  cannot  be  got  on  the 
terms  specified  "i  He  had,  however,  wisely  avoid- 
ed giviDg  an  answer  to  a  question,  which,  in  his 
mind,  is  not  very  easy  of  stdution.  The  gentle- 
man  from  Pennsylvania  has  attempted  to  show 
ibat  there  can  be  no  difficulty  in  getting  the  mo- 
ney,  by  reading  an  extract  from  a  letter  ol'the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Tretisury.  That  gentleman  was  not 
always  BO  willing  to  rely  upon  the  opinion  of  the 
Heaasof  Departments:  he  should  be  glad  if  he 
was,  because  he  was  sure  they  were  deserviiig  of 
confidence.  Bui  what  is  the  opinion  of  the  Sec- 
ntary  of  the  Treasuir.  It  is  that  money  may  be 
obtained  on  reasonable  terms ;  but  he  does  not  say 
thatitcanbeohtainedupon  this,  that,  or  the  other, 
interest.  He  founds  hie  opinion  upon  the  perma- 
nency of  the  revenue  of  the  United  States.- ami 
upon  ibe  punctuality  with  which  ouj  former  debts. 
and  the  interest  upon  them,  have  been  paid :  and 
henceheinfers  that  theUuitedSiateB  are  entitled  to 
credit,  and  therefore  ought  to  obtain  money  on 
good  terms.  But  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania cites  a  fact,  viz :  that  the  Secretary  of  tne 
Treaqury  has  baa  ofiers  of  money  from  wealthy 
individuals.  He  had  no  doubt  of  this;  but  what 
are  the  reaaondbU  terms  spoken  of  by  the  Secre- 
taryofthe Treasury?  Noonecansay.  Thoseteims 
depended  upon  the  value  of  money  at  the  time; 
and  at  present  it  would  be  impossiUe  to  say  what 
that  would  precisely  be,  and  therefore  the  intei^ 
CM  ought  not  to  be  fixed.  If  it  be,  the  question 
Nturns,  what  shall  we  do  if  money  is  not  to  be  got 
at  that  price  1  We  must  go  without  defence,  and 
be  wholly  uoprepared  to  meet  the'atiack  of  our 
enemy.  The  prescribing  the  terms  of  the  loan, 
therefore,  in  his  opinson,  can  do  no  possible  good, 
bat  majt  do  injury  ;  and  he  bad  himself  no  fear,  if 
the  busineK  at  large  was  leA  with  the  President, 
ibat  it  would  be  improperly  executed. 

Mr.  ViBNuM  thouzhi  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  had  putthebusinessupoaa  wrong  ground. 
If  the  money  was  to  be  borrowed  abroad,  there 
might  be  acme  doubt  wbelher  it  could  be  got  at 
the  toMresi  prescribed  by  law:  but  the  United 
States  have  certaioiy  a  right  to  say  to  her  trwn 
citizens  what  interest  she  will  pay  for  moiwy  ad- 
vanced for  the  public  service.  That  interest  ought 
to  be  a  reasonable  compensation,  and  not  less  than 
the  current  rate  which  is  allowed  by  one  Individ- 
tial  to  another.  It  was  hut  the  other  day,  when  I 
bill  waa  before  the  House  authorizing  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  to  accept  of  ceruin  ships 
on  loan,  tbal  the  interest  of  the  money  advanced 
in  that  form  was  limited  to  six  per  cent. ;  and  be 
did  not  know  why  those  citizens  who  lent  assist- 
ance in  the  form  of  ships  to  Oovemment.  should 
not  be  entitled  to  the  same  interest  with  those 
who  advanced  money.  lDdeed,ifoneclas$of  per- 
sons were  to  malte  their  own  terms  with  Govern- 
ment, he  did  not  know  why  other*  might  not  do 
the  same.  Why  may  not  tne  officer  in  the  Army 
tay  he  will  not  serve,  unless  yon  pay  him  at  an 
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Or,  why  may  not  the  militia 
^ terms?  This  would  be  sub- 
versive of  the  principle  of  Oovemment  itseli-  It 
would  also  give  an  uolimited  rate  to  the  interest 
of  money;  it  would  be  giving  to  avaricious  persons 
an  advantage  which  they  ought  not  to  have.  He 
believed  Che  United  States  bad  power  over  the 
persook  and  property  of  the  country  for  the  public 
service,  and  all  that  could  be  expected  tn  return 
was  a  competent  compensation. 

If  no  money  could  be  got,  and  an  army  was  on 
foot,  Oovemment  wouldliave  a  right  to  seize  up- 
on  provisions  wherever  they  found  them ;  and  the 
people  who  furnished  supplies  must  wait  for  a 
reasonable  compensation  until  money  could  bf  got. 
Besides,  moneyed  men  ought  the  more  readily  to 
come  forward  lo'assist  Oovemment,  since  their  mo- 
ney altogether  escapes  taxatioa.  A  very  heavy  lax 
is  about  to  be  laid  on  houses  and  laud,  which  will 
not  touch  their  property.  This  exemption  from 
taxation  he  could  scarcely  believe  men  who  had  to 
recently  offered  their  lives  and  fortunes  to  Qovarn- 
ment  could  wtsli,  at  the  expense  of  their  more  in- 
digent neighbors ;  nor  could  he  believe  they  would 
expect  a  greater  compcosation  for  their  money 
than  the  usual  interest,  especially  under  the  pre- 
sent exigencies  of  the  country. 

In  answer  to  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut, 
who-askedwhat  must  be  done  if  money  could  noi 
be  got  al  the  stated  interest,  he  should  suppoaa 
that,  in  that  case,  the  ciiiiens  of  the  United  Statei 
would  be  called  into  service  without  mjMiey,  and 
provisions  must  be  taken  from  chose  who  haa  tbeia 
to  spare.  The  ciiizena  of  the  United  States  would 
rather  submit  to  this  than  pay  50  per  cent,  for  mo- 
ney. He  would,  in  ius  turn,  ask  gentlemen  what 
(hey  would  do  if  money  could  not  be  got  at  all  t 
Would  they,  in  that  case,  be  willing  to  submit  to  - 
a  foreign  Power  ?    He  had  no  such  idea. 

The  question  on  this  amendment  was  takea  by 
yeas  and  nays,  and  negatived — 18  to  34,  as  fof- 

YiAs — Abrabua  Bsidnin,  David  Eltnl,  Lemiwl  Baa- 
ton,  Thomai  BloDol,  Richard  Brent,  Demsej  Bnrga^ 
William  Cbsrlea  Cale  Claiborne,  John  Cloptoii,  Joha 
Dawson,  George  Dent,  John  Fowler.  Albeit  GallatUa 
Janes  (iillespie,  Andrew  Oregg,  Carter  B.  Harmon, 
Jooathan'N.  Haiens,  Joaeph  HeiMer,' Bdwatd  Living*- 
ton,  Matthew  Locke,  Matthew  Lyon,  Nathaniel  Haecn, 
Bl^  MeClenachan,  Joseph  McDowell,  John  Milledgtv 
Anthony  New,  Samuel  Snddi,  WilUam  Smith,  Richard 
Sprigg,  jr.,  Richard  Btanfbrd,  Thomas  Sumter,  John 
Trigg,  Joa^  B,  Vamum,  Abraham  VeoabJc^  and  Robot 
Wiiliams. 

Nats — John  Allen,  George  Baer,  jr.,  BaUey  Bait- 
lett,  James  A.  Ba;aid,  David  Broaks,  Stephen  Bnllod, 
Chnirtopher  G.  Chaniplm,  Thomas  ClaOonie,  Joahoa 
Cmt,  Wm.  Cruk,  tjamnel  W.  Dana,  Thomai  T.  Dav^ 
William  Bdmood,  Thomas  Evans,  Ahiel  Forter,  Dwi^ 
Foster,  Jonathan  Freeman,  Heoiy  Glen.  Chaoncajf 
Goodrich,  William  Qordon,  Roger  Oriiwtdd,  Williain 
Barry  Grove,  John  A.  Hanna,  Robert  Goodloe  HarpOTt 
Thomas  Hartley,  William  Hindman,  David  Holso^ 
HeiekiBh  L.  Hoamer,  Jaun  H.  Imlay,  Samnal  Lymailf 
William  Matthmw,  Lewis  R.  Morria,  Hairiaon  G.  <M^ 
iNae  Paikar,  John  Reed,  Jamea  ElehnKaaati,  Sanail 
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BawkU,  Williun  Bhepud,  Thaum  Biiuiickaaii,  Bamad 
SttgnsTM,  Natlitiiicil  Builh,  Pelsg  Spngae,  QearBa 
Thatcher,  Richud  Thomu,  Huk  TboDWon,  Thomu 
Tillinghnt,  John  E.  Van  Alen,  and  Psleg  Wadnmrth. 
The  other  pari  af  the  Rmendmeni  was  then 
agreed  to — 47  votes  being  for  it — aod  the  bill  was 
then  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  to-monow. 

TUESDAT,  JUDC  26. 

The  bill  to  punish  frvuds  on  the  Bank  or  the 
Uirited  Stales,  the  bill  respecting  alien  enemies ; 
Bod  the  bill  to  anthorize  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates  to  borrow  money  for  the  pnblic  service, 
were  severallj  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 
The  &nt  and  last  without  a  division ;  that  re- 
specting alien  enemies  paesed — 52  votes  being 
in  favor  of  it. 

The  House  went  through  the  bill  to  grant  a  lot 
of  land  to  Elv  Williams,  and  it  was  ordered  lo  be 
read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

DIRECT  TAXES. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  H«BsieoN,  the  House  went 

mto  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  hilt  to  lay 

and  collect  a  direct  tax  within  the  United  States ; 

Mr.  S.  Smith  moved  to  strike  out  of  the  second 
section  the  rates  of  taxes  to  be  laid  on  houses  of 
different  value,  with  a  view  of  introducing  words 
to  make  the  tai  fail  equally  on  houses  and  land, 
according  to  their  respective  values. 

It  might  be  said,  Mx.  S.  observed,  that  he  was 
influenced  bv  the  mode  in  which  direct  taxes  are 
laid  in  the  Ststeof  Maryland,  which  werealways 
spportitnted  according  to  the  real  value  of  every 
man's  propertv,  which  was  thought  honest  and 
fair.  It  might  oe  so.  but  it  appeared  to  him  that  the 
plan  [vopoaed  is  of  the  most  novel  and  exceptionable 
kind  be  had  ever  heard  of.  Persons  are  not  to  be 
taxed  according  to  their  properly,  but  the  tax  in- 
creases not  in  arithmetical  proportion,  bui  in  a 
very  highly  increased  proportion.  Indeed,  if  this 
tax  be  laid  according  to  this  bill,  the  title  of  the 
bill  ought  to  be  changed.  It  ought  to  be  entitled 
"An  act  ID  prevent  the  further  vrowth  of  cities, 
towns,  and  villages,  in  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica," for  this  certainly  must  be  the  effect. 

This  plan,  he  understood,  was  predicated  upon 
the  idea  (hat  the  house  in  which  a  man  resides, 
is  a  fair  indic^lioa  of  bis  personal  property,  and  as 
that  property  IS  not  taxed  oy  this  bill,  it  is  proposed 
his  hoDsB  should  not  only  be  taxed  according  to 
its  value,  but  also  in  consideration  of  the  personal 
noperty  of  its  occupant.  In  some  cWDtries,  Mr. 
8.  said,  this  might  be  a  good  criterion  on  which 
to  estimate  a  man's  personal  property ;  but,  in 
this  country,  he  did  not  believe  it  would  hold. 
A  house  in  a  city  will  be  assessed  at  three  or  four 
time*  the  amount  that  a  house  in  the  country  will 
be  taxed  of  equal  size  and  quality,  and  whicneost 
the  same  sum  m  building.  For  instance,  a  house 
valued  at  $3,000  in  the  country,  will  be  nucb 
larger  aftd  better  than  one  valued  at  ^(10,000  in 
the  city.  By  this  plan  warebousea,  vhich  are  the 
moat  productive  bDildinga  of  any,  (as  tbey  cost 
3th  Con.— fifi 


less,  and  often  let  for  more  than  dwelling  houses^ 
escape  taxation.  Nor  would  a  mill,  worth  $10,000, 
pay  anything ;  nor  will  distilleries,  tanneries,  or 
other  manu^ctoiies,  pay  a  shilling,  except  the  tu 
on  houses  and  slaves  should  iail  short  of  producing 
the  whole  amount  of  the  tax.  Why  this  valuable 
description  of  property  should  be  excused  from 
tax,  he  could  not  tell ;  for  it  was  his  belief  they 
would  he  wholly  excused,  as  he  was  of  opinion  that 
the  whole  of  the  tax  would  be  collected  frtna 
houses  and  slaves,  if  the  proposed  scale  is  adopted. 
Nor  is  this  all.  ,  No  one  could  suppose  that  a 
tax  of  two  millions  of  dollars  would  oe  sufficient 
to  meet  the  expenses  of  the  war  iu  which  we  are 
about  to  be  ecga^d.  The  tax  will  doubtless  be 
increased  from  time  lo  lime,  and  it  will  be  in- 
creased on  the  same  scale  on  which  it  is  begun, 
so  that  the  people  in  the  cities  will  not  be  able  to 
pay  so  heavj[  a  tax;  for,  agreeably  lo  the  scale 
proposed,  taking  houses  of  the  value  of  $15,000  as 
the  average,  they  will  pay  eleven  and  two-thirds 
per  cent,  on  the  rent  paid  for  bouses.  fMr.  Hak- 
PEK  interrupted  Mr.  S.  to  say  that,  as  he  found 
many  of  his  observatioDS  went  to  the  quantum  of 
tax  to  be  raised,  he  wished  to  inform  nim  that  a 
gentleman  had  prepared  a  lower  scale  for  the  tax 
on  houses,  which  he  meant  to  propose.  Perhaps 
if  that  was  moved  and  adopted,  the  objections  of 
the  gentleman  might  be  removed.]  Mr.  S.  thought 
he  had  expressed  himself  clearly  against  the  [oin- 
ciple  of  ine  bill.  He  wished  houses  and  other 
properly  to  be  taxed  according  to  their  valne, 
whatever  that  value  might  be,  which  he  ihotight 
was  fair  and  equitable,  and,  without  this,  let  the 
bill  be  modified  as  it  may,  it  will  be  exceptionable 
on  the  ground  of  justice  and  right ;  for  he  had  no 
idea  of  oppressing  one  description  of  citizens  wilk 
taxation,  to  almost  the  excluskn  of  others.  He 
himself  represented  about  one-third  citizens  and 
two-lhirds  landholders,  and  it  could  be  laid  in  no- 
way in  which  it  woulct  affect  his  own  property 
less  than  as  it  is  now  proposed. 

By  this  plan,  a  tax  of  from  one-fifth  of  one  per 
cent  to  one  per  cent,  is  laid  upon  dwelling  housea~ 
The  scale  wUl  be  as  follows : 
Houses  of  the  value  of  from 
SlOO  to    $500,  will  pay  2-10  of  1  per  cent,  or  9t 
600  to    1.000,     "         3-10  "         "         3 

1,000  to    ^000,     "         4-10  "  "       18 

3,000  to    6,000,     "         5-10  "  "       30 

6,000  to  10,000,  "  6-10  "  «  flo 
10,000  to  15,000,  "  7-10  «  "  lOfi 
15,000  to  20,000,     "         8-10         "  "     160 

30,000  to  30,000,     "         9-10  "  "270 

Above  30,000,  one  per  cent. 
And  30,600  -  -  -       ■    -        308 

This,  Mr.  S.  said,  must  be  considered  as  a  very 
heavy  tax  on  houses.  Those  of  the  higheat  valuo, 
it  would  be  seen  by  the  estimate,  wouTd  pay  $305 
a  year ;  and  though  there  may  not  be  many 
houses  of  tbis  highest  value  in  the  United  States, 
yet  there  are  many  worth  $20,000  in  the  large 
cities.  There  would  be  none  in  the  country  of 
tbis  value ;  for  if  there  should  be  any  which  bava 
cost  that  sum  in  building,  no  one  would  say  that 
would  put  down  such  a  house,  with  > 
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twn  acre  lot,  at  more  than  S3,0W  es  a  cash  price. 
It  would  never  reach  $5,000.  though  the  same 
house  in  the  city  would  be  ralued  at  the  full  mm 
of  $20,000.  h  there,  said  he,  any  iustice  in  this? 
No  man  could  say  aa.  He  belieTed,  if  this  tax  be 
laid  as  now  proposed,  that  the  Slate  of  Maryland 
will  not  pay  one  farthing  upon  land,  and  the  im- 
proremeub  npon  land  other  than  houses.  The 
city  of  Baltimore  aionSj  in  a  tax  of  three-quarters 

Gr  cent.,  or  fifteen  shillmes  in  thehundred^unds, 
:d  for  the  purpose  of  lighting  and  paring  the 
city,  had  lately  tnid  a  sum  equal  to  one-third  of 
the  whole  sum  laid  upon  the  Stale  of  Maryland 
by  this  direct  tax.  But  the  tax  is  laid  faiily  and 
honorably,  according  to  the  real  value  of  property, 
knd  the  people  do  not  complain.  It  is  not  so 
much  ihe  weight  as  the  injusiice  of  taxes  of  which 
the  people  complain. 

He  should  not  do  any  credit  to  his  ctmstituents 
in  the  country,  to  suppose  that  ihey  wish  this  tax; 
to  be  so  laid  as  to  oppress  the  inhabitants  of  the 
towns.  &s  it  now  stood,  he  was  confident  it  would 
be  oppressive.  The  fairest  way  of  judging  of 
this  business  would  be  to  take  into  eonsideraiJOD 
the  rents  which  houses  pay  in  towns.  He  be- 
lieved,  taking  ten  years  together,  no  owner  of 
housM  received  more  than  a  clear  six  per  cent. 
for  his  money.  And,  if  this  opinion  is  correct,  a 
house  which  cost 

$500  will  rent  for  930,  and  pay  3^  per  cent.  tax. 


6,000 
10,000 
15,000 
30,000 
30,000 
30^ 

So  that  a  house  worth  $10,000  will  pay  ten  per 
cent  on  the  rent,  in  a  tax  to  the  United  States. 
This,  he  thought,  might  be  called  a  tax  on  land- 
lords ;  for  what  man  would  lay  out  his  money  in 
building,  when  he  knew  the  Oeneral  Government 
is  to  take  one-tenth  part  of  ihe  rent  for  a  tax  ?  It 
may  be  said  that  this  tax  will  be  paid  by  the  renter 
of  a  house,  and  not  hj  the  landlord.  This,  per- 
haps, may  be  done  in  time  of  war,  when  money  is 
fileniifut  In  towns ;  but,  in  time  of  peace,  it  will 
all  piincipallf  upon  landlords,  otherwise  mechan- 
ics will  be  obliged  to  leave  the  cities,  as  they  will 
not  be  able  lo  pay  the  tax.  Inhabitants  of  cities 
already  lie  under  very  heavy  taxes.  It  is  not 
uncommon  for  citizens  to  pay  a  city  tax  of  from 
three  to  four  hundred  dollars  a  year,  so  that  the 
proposed  tax,  with  the  others  which  they  have 
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io  pay,  will  amount  to  one-fourth  of  the  whole 
rent  received  hv  a  landlord.  Mr.  8.  knew  that  a 
great  part  of  tne  members  of  that  body  did  not 
personally  know  the  extent  of  the  impolicy  and 
injustice  of  this  tax,  but  he  trusted  and  believed 
that  when  they  reflected  that  this  lax  ia  to  be  paid 
by  cities,  towns,  and  villages,  alone,  that  Uiey 
would  compassionate  their  lellow-citizent,  and  lay 
it  according  to  the  value  of  the  property.  As  it 
ttoodaCiffesent,!!  would  fall  I  '  '  " 
nnchants  in  Ivge  cities — a  c1 


is  well  known,  always  evince  a  readiness  to  contri- 
bute their  full  share  to  the  support  of  Goremmeat, 
and  who  are  now  spiritedly  advancing  their  prop- 
'erty  to  build  ships  for  the  public  service.  He 
trusted,  therefore,  gentlemen  would  not  desire  to 
lay  all  upon  the  free  horte;  for,  if  this  was  to  be 
the  plan  adopted  for  carrying  on  the  war,  it  will 
be  insunportable  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  cities, 
especialljr  when  this  tax  came  to  be  advanced  to 
five  millions  more ;  and  no  one  coutd  contemplate 
t  another  year,  provided  the  war 
effect.  This  tax  would  be  the 
more  severely  felt  by  the  cities,  as  two-thirds  of 
the  commerce,  upon  which  they  principally  de- 
pend for  support,  will  be  lopped  off'  by  the  war; 
so  that  they  would  notonly  be  burdened  with  taxes, 
but  deprived  of  their  usual  resources.  Mr.  S. 
eomplamed  that  this  injustice  could  not  be  reme- 
died as  the  bill  stood.  It  was  true  it  might  be 
modified,  but  could  not  be  made  wholly  uoobjee- 
tionabte. 

Mr.  Habfer  said,  as  he  foresaw,  from  the  fint 
shape  that  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  gave 
his  speech,  it  has  happened.  The  committee  has 
been  entertained  witn  an  ingenious  haranrne 
which  had  no  application  to  the  question  under 
consideration  ;  (or  the  question  is  not  whether  the 
tax  is  too  high — be  was  inclined  to  think  it  was — 
but  whether  houses  should  be  taxed  separate  from 
land.  The  gentleman  from  Maryland  wishes  them 
to  be  blended  together ;  but  he  has  ^iven  no  rettaon 
for  actin?  thus,  except  that  high-priced  houses  pay 
too  much,  and  land  too  little ;  but,  if  this  was  the 
case,  an  alteration  might  very  well  take  place 
without  blending  the  two  kinds  of  properly  tooe- 
ther.  He  would  inform  the  gentleman  from  Bu- 
ryland  that  this  subject  had  been  fully  discussed, 
while  he  was  absent  from  the  House,  and  the  re- 
sult had  been,  that  houses  and  land  should  be  tax- 
ed separately,  upon  a  plan  like  that  which  he  saw 
adopted.  The  gentleman  has  shown  how  moch 
houses  of  various  values  will  pay  in  proportion  to 
their  rent,  for  which  the  committee  are  obliged. 
It  is  a  matter  of  arithmetic,  at  which  that  gentle- 
man is  very  expert ;  hut  he  believed  it  wmild  be 
the  best  to  tnffer  the  tax  to  be  laid  for  this  year  in 
the  way  proposed ;  aad  if  it  should  be  laid  another 
year,  any  alteration  which  shall  be  found  t    ' 


jly  clear,  viz  r  that  it  will  b 

sary  to  keep  houses  and  land  segprate,  as  a  bill 
has  already  been  passed  for  making  a  distinct  nd- 

Mr.  H.  said,  it  had  been  represented  to  him  by 
a  number  of  gentlemen,  that  the  tax  as  it  now 
stands  would  &11  too  heavv  upon  a  certain  de- 
scription of  booses ;  and  if  tne  motion  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Maryland  should  be  rejected,  another 
misht  be  brought  forward  to  eSKt  that  object; 
and  he,  fur  oae,  should  be  ready  to  listen  to  any 
arguments  which  might  be  offered,  to  show  the 
propri^  of  reducing  (hem. 

Mr.  gTill  ATI  If  differed  from  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland,  very  widely,  as  to  the  details  which  he 
has  given  to  tne  committee,  and  as  to  what  he 
supposes  will  be  the  effect  of  this  tax.     That  geo- 
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UemaD  objects  to  it,  because  he  coDclodes  it  will 
be  unequal,  and  that  it  nill  bear  particularly  hard 
upon  cities ;  he  objected  to  it  also  aa  uitequal,  but 
asialling  loo  faeaTiiy  upon  the  coUDlty. 

When  this  subject  was  first  before  Congress, 
Dot  being  possessed  of  auy  data  on  which  to  go, 
anii  erety  gentteman  being  left  to  make  bis  own 
calculatioits  upon  it,  every  one  calculated  accord- 
ing to  the  information  which  he  personally  pos- 
Mued ;  and  the  momeat  the  principle  of  iifcquati- 
ty  was  introduced,  erer^  one  endeavored  to  pre- 
vent its  failing  too  heavily  upon  hi«  constituents, 
and  natuially  leaned  to  the  side  in  which  he  was 
interested.    Instead  of  this  tax  falling  too  heavily 

Xa  houses,  he  believed,  according  to  the  scale 
pled,  the  tax  paid  upon  the  two  lowest  descrip- 
dons  of  houses,  would  be  much  less  than  that 
upon  land.  The  tax  upon  land,  he  apprehended, 
would  be  about  one-quarter  of  one  per  cent,  upon 
its  real  value  in  Pennsylvania,  and  the  scale  £xed 
for  houses  puts  two-tenths  of  one  per  cent. 
BpoD  those  of  the  lowest,  and  three-tenths  upon 
the  second  class,  which  includes  houses  of  the 
'value  of  one  thousand  dollars.  However  he  nuKhi 
disagree  with  the  gentleman  in  the  result  of  nis 
calculations,  he  agreed  with  him  that  it  is  not 
light  to  introduce  the  present  principle  of  in^ual- 
ity  in  the  bill ;  but  if  it  was  the  wish  of  the  House 
to  do  away  this,  ike  section  should  altogether  be 
struck  out,  and  lay  a  tax  of  an  equal  per  centum 
upon  houses  and  land  according  to  tiieir  value. 
This,  he  believed,  would  be  the  best,  aa  the  mo- 
ment they  are  sejwrated.  Congress  legislated  jn 
the  dark.  He  was  in  favor  of  the  principle  which 
subjected  houses  of  a  higher  value  to  an  increased 
tax,  Recording  to  their  value,  but  he  was  against 
laying  a  definite  tax  upon  houses,  without  know- 
ing how  much  would  fall  upon  land.  He  wished 
to  connect  them  together. 

Mr.  O.  went  into  a  calculation  to  prove  that  the 
acale  as  it  now  stands  will  fall  more  heavily  upon 
land  in  the  State  ot  Pennsylvania,  than  upon 
houses  of  the  value  of  one  thousand  dollars  and 
under  ;  and  this  he  wished  to  avoid.  In  order  to 
do  this,  he  proposed  an  amendment,  that  when 
land  snail  pay  two-tenihs  of  oae  per  cent,  upon 
its  value,  then  the  rate  upon  houses  shall  be  the 
same  as  prmoeed  in  the  bill;  but  that,  if  land  shall 
pay  mort^  then  the  tax  on  houses  shall  also  be 
increased ;  or,  if  less  than  that,  it  be  decreased  ac- 
cordingly. 

Mr.LiviNasTON  did  not  wish  to  separate  house; 
from  land  in  this  system  of  taxation;  nor  did  he 
see  any  justice  in  making    one   descripti  " 

houses  pay  more  than  another,  except  as  in  pro- 
portion to  their  value.  He  could  not  see  upon 
what  principle  of  justice  a  man  in  the  city  pos- 
sessed of  a  good  house  should  pay  ten  times  the 
tax  upoQ  it  that  is  paid  by  a  person  in  the  conntcy 
possessing  a  bouse  of  equal  soodness.  He  had  no 
objection  to  the  houses  and  land  being  valued  se- 
parately, provided  an  equal  tax  was  laid  upon 
each.  He  wished  to  hear  some  reason  assignedfor 
this  apportionment  of  the  tax. 

Hr.  Otib  could  give  no  other  answer  to  the  gen- 
tlsman  ftom  Hew  Yerk  than  had  been  repeatedly 


given  on  this  floor;  and  though  the  gentleman 
was  unacquainted  with  the  principle,  it  is  never- 
theless laid  down  by  the  best  writers'  on  the  sub- 
ject of  taxaiion,  and  practised  upon  by  those  na- 
tions who  have  had  the  most  experience  in  taxa- 
tion, viz  ;  that  good  houses  are  in  general  a  bet- 
ter criterion  of  the  wealth  of  their  possessors  than 
any  other.  This  principle,  there  is  no  doubt,  will 
throw  a  great  part  of  this  tax  on  citiei;  but  though 
he  was  himseli  the  Representative  of  one  of  these 
cities,  and  it  would  of  course  lav  a  heavier  burden 
upon  his  constituents  than  if  toe  tax  was  laid  in 
the  way  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  jet,  believing,  as  be  did,  that  it  was  a  just 
and  equitsUe  niode  of  laving  the  tax,  heVas  in 
favor  of  it.  But  he  ahoulo  not  be  willing  to  go  to 
the  extent  proposed  by  this  bill,  as  be  believed  it 
would  lay  too  heavy  a  tax  on  large  houses.  He, 
therefore,  wished  to  introduce  a  different  scale, 
which  should  lower  the  tax  on  targe  house^  provid- 
ed the  present  motion  was  not  carried,  wnicb  ^t 
hoped  It  would  noL  Mr.  0.  could  not  believe  the 
position  of  the  gentlemaQ  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr. 
Qallatin)  well  founded,  that  the  proposed  tax 
would  fall  heavier  on  land  than  on  houses.  He 
believed  it  would  Ml  heaviest  on  houses,  and  he 
thought  it  rich!  thai  it  should  do  so.  He  liked 
this  mode  oflayieK  the  tax,  as  it  was  founded 
upon  a  principle  which  had  been  well  digested 
and  adopted  by  the  Treasury  Department,  and  he 
thou^t  it  much  safer  to  be  guided  by  the  result 
of  the  inquiries  and  determinations  of  that  De- 
partment, than  by  the  opinions  of  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania,  or  of  any  committee  of  that 
House. 

Mr.  VBN4BI.E  said,  it  would  be  impossible  gen- 
tlemen should  agree  on  this  subject,  if  they  were 
lo  be  referred  always  to  the  Departments.  If 
that  course  was  to  be  adopted,  this  House  would 
become  a  mere  registry  of  edicts.  He  hoped  gen- 
lemen  would  forlKar  to  press  these  considerations 
upon  the  House,  knowing  that  they  alone  are  re- 
sponsible, and  that  they  will  consent  to  take  up 
whatever  oomes  before  them,  and  act  upon  it, 
without  any  reference  to  the  opinions  of  the  Heads 
of  Departments.  Mr.  V.  said,  he  had  seconded 
the  motion  to  strike  out  this  part  of  the  clause, 
and  he  did  it  with  a  view  of  bringing  the  business 
in  the  saiiie  situation  in  which  it  had  before  been 
agreed  to,  viz :  that  there  should  be  no  classifica- 
tion of  houses,  but  that  thev  should  be  merelv 
valued  separately  from  the  land.  This  amwd- 
ment  does  not  go  to  blend  the  Houses  and  lands 
in  dne  valuation }  for,  though  the  gentleman  from 
Marvlend  wished  to  have  the  matter  so  placetL  it 
would  be  easy  to  fix  one  rate  on  houses  and  another 
onland,arter[hisameodmentshBllhavebeenagreed 
to.  Mr.  V.  believed  it  would  be  best  to  tax  all  prop- 
erty according  lo  its  value ;  for,  though  houses 
might  be  a  pretty  correct  criterion  of  the  amount 
of  a  person's  other  property  in  some  parts  of  the 
country,  it  was  not  the  case  in  other  parts  where 
he  was  oest  acquainted. 

I     Mr.  S.  Smith  spoke  in  explanation. 
Mr.  Qallatin  supposed,  if  any  question  could 
have  occurred  in  which  the  doctrine  of  coofidenoe 
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might  have  been  kept  out  of  view,  it  woald  have 
been  a  questioo  of  this  kind,  bul  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  has  thought  proper  (o  tniro- 
^<ic«  it,  insteaj)  of  examiniag  the  arguments  which 
have  been  urged  against  this  section.  If,  said 
Mr.  G..  we  have  not  sufficient  doeoments  to  act 
upon,  is  it  to  be  concluded  from  thence  that  we 
must  adopt  the  opinion  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  1  Certainly  not.  He  had.  no  more 
data  than  they  had.  He  had,  indeed,  laid  down 
a  scale  for  a  tax  on  booses;  and  if  Congress  are 
compelled  to  adopt  a  plan  of  this  kind,  he  would 
rather  adopt  the  one  recommended  by  the  Secre- 
taiy  of  the  Treasury,  than  that  of  the  gentleman 
&om  Massachusetti.  He  was  in  favor  of  adopt- 
ing a  scale  for  a  tax  upon  houses,  provided 
thar  scale  does  not  bear  hard  upon  his  con- 
stituents; if  it  be  such  a  plan  as  he  likes.  The 
Committee  of  the  Whole  has  no  data  by  which 
10  determine  whether  the  assumption  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  that  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  tnat  of  ihe  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  or  the  one  which  he  proposed,  is 
the  most  just.  Bat  he  had  already  declared  that 
he  was  in  favor  of  connecting  the  tax  on  the  two 
kinds  of  properfy  together.  Mr.  Q.  concluded  by 
makiuf  some  observations  upon  what  had  fallen 
from  the  gentleman  from  Massac huieits,  insisting 
that  any  variation  to  lower  the  tax  on  houses, 
would  make  it  bear  too  heavily  on  land. 

The  question  was  pat  on  Mr.  SuiTa'a  amend- 
ment, and  it  was  negatived — 4S  to  38. 

Mr.  Oallatin  made  the  motion  which  he  bad 


upon  one  or  Ihe  other. 

After  a  few  observations  by  Mr.  Oallatik  and 
Mr.  S.  BHirn,  in  favor  of  it,  and  by  Mr.  Harper 
and  Mr.  Otib,  aninst  it,  it  was  negatived — 26 
votes  only  being  for  it. 

Mr.  Oria  then  moved  his  amendmeuL  viz  :  to 
strike  out  the  scale  as  it  stood  in  the  bill,  and  in- 
Btead  of  raising  the  different  classes  of  the  tax  on 
houses  by  ten  cents,  he  proposed  to  raise  them  by 
five,  so  as  to  have  rednced  uie  highest  lax  of  three 
hundred  dollars  on  a  bouse  to  one  hundred  and 
eighty  dollars. 

This  motion  was  supported  by  Messrs.  Harpbr 
and  Oria,  an^  opposed  oy  Messrs.  Oallatin  and 
Sbepahd. 

The  conamittee  then  rose,  without  taking  a 
question,  and  the  Mouse  adjourned. 


WBPNBaDAT,  June  27. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  sale  of  a  tract  of  land 
in  Galliopolis  to  Ely  Williams,  was  read  the  third 
time,  ana  passed. 

BISECT  TAXES. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit' 
tee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  lay  and  collect  di- 
rect taxes  within  the  United  States ;  when  Mr. 
Otis's  motion  for  altering  the  scale  of  taxing 
bouses  bein«  under  consideraiiou, 

Mr.  T.  Claiborkb  said,  thtt  the  gentlemui 


from  Massachusetts,  who  seemed  to  lament  so 
strongly  tba't  large  honses  should  pay  so  heavy  a 
proportion  of  this  tax,  seemed  to  have  forgotten 
that  the  occapiers  of  them  had  generally  their 
thoasandsand  tens  ofthousaods  employed  in  trade, 
or  otherwise,  upon  which  no  tax  is  laid  bv  this 
bill.  But  thegeDileman  says  this  is  ihecLassof 
men  from  whom  Gkirernment  must  look  for  loana 
of  money,  and  therefore  they  ouvht  not  to  be  too 
hardly  borne  upon;  but  if  they  lent  money,  Mr. 
C.  supposed  they  would  have  an  equivalent  in- 
terest paid  for  it,  and  no  obligation  would  exist  on 
that  account.  And  when  the  gentleman  speaks 
so  feelingly  with  tespect  to  houses  in  cities,  he 
does  not  remember  that  houses  in  the  country  also 


who  occupies  a  large  and  valuable  house  beci 
upon  for  a  tax  of  two  hundred  dollars,  a  person  in 


the  country  who  does  not  possess  one-tenth  part 
of  the  property,  would  be  called  upon  for  an  equal 
Mr.  C.  wished  the  tax  to  W  laid  equally: 
lybnta        "' 


and  he  believed  a  man  who  had  t<  , 
part  of  this  tax,  as  his  property  will  be  cons»- 
qaently  small,  will  feel  it  as  heavily,  or  more  so, 
as  those  who  will  have  to  pay  a  larger  part  of  the 
tax,  out  of  their  larger  property.  He  hoped  the 
amendment  would  not,  therefore,  take  nlace;  for, 
if  it  be  founded  on  justice,  he  had  been  nlind  from 
his  infancy,  and,  if  so,  he  wished  gentlemen  to 
take  the  beam  from  before  bis  eyes,  by  showing 
him  that  he  was  mistaken. 

Mr.  SnEFARD  spoke  in  explanation. 

Mr.  CoiT  said,  it  could  not  be  expected  that 
this  tax  would  be  laid  in  the  best  possible  manner 
at  present,  for  want  of  information  ;  bat.  as  it  was 
only  for  one  year,  any-error  might  easily  be  oor- 
rected  another  year,  if  it  was  found  necessary  to 
continue  the  tax. 

Mr.  GkiBOON  was  aware  that  no  system  could 
be  devised  for  laving  the  present  tax,  which  woidd 
be  wholly  aaobjectionabie.  Congress  must  a(»- 
tent  themselves  with  such  a  one  as  shall  af^MW  to 
them  best  upon  the  whole,  The  present  motitm 
went  to  lower  the  tax  on  booses,  from  an  idea 
that  it  would  fall  too  heavily  on  towns,  and  too 
lightly  upon  lands.  However  this  might  be  the 
case  in  some  States,  which  contain  a  number  tif 
large  towns,  he  was  certain  it  would  not  be  the 
case  in  ^ome  others,  which  are  chiefly  agricul- 
tural. 

In  the  State  from  which  he  came,  instead  of 
operating  too  heavily  upon  honses,  it  will  have  a 
contrary  effect,  and  fall  oppressively  upon  land- 
holders, exonerating  the  potsessors  of  Wge  and 
vaioable  honses,  who  had  their  property  employed 
in  trade,  or  otherwise,  from  their  share  of  tbe  lax. 
He  should;  therefore,  be  opposed  to  the  pmoit 
motion. 

Mr.  O.  went  into  ai^mtnti  to  show  the  nn>> 
priety  of  laying  a  heavier  tax  on  large  houses  tnan 
on  small,  according  to  their  valae,  and  also  than 
on  land,  &om  their  being,  generally,  represent- 
ative of  personal  property,  iraich  is  not  taxed  by 
this  bill. 

Mr.  N.  SiirrB  hoped  the  committee  would 
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trusted  gentlemen  would  forbear  ma^ioganr  fur- 
ther speeches. 

Mr,  Ot[8  felt  the  rebuke  of  his  friend  from  Con- 
necticut, though  he  trusted  it  was  Dot  particularly 
meant  foi  him.  But  geotlemen  who  had  not ' 
present  in  the  former  part  of  this  discussion, 
to  hare  misunderstood  him.  Mr.  O.  repealed  his 
former  obserrations,  and  repeated  his  wish  thftt 
tiib  tax  shoulfil  fall  much  heavier  on  the  occupiers 
of  targe  houses  than  upon  the  occupiers  of  sm&ll 
ones. 

Mr.  0.  then  took  a  view  of  the  amount  of  thi 
tax  which  he  supposed  would  be  paid  by  the  oc 
cupierf  of  houses  of  different  sizes,  showing  the 
large  propoTiioD  which  would  be  i»id  by  the  pos- 
.sessors  oi  valuable  houses,  and  again  enforced  the 
propriety  of  his  amendment. 

Mr.  Qallatcm  went  into  an  fessmination  of  (he 
wguments  of  the  gentleman  from  Massechuseits, 
observing  that,  if  this  amendment  was  agreed  to, 
its  effect  would  evidently  be  to  lower  the  tax  on 
houses,  and  to  increase  it  on  land  ;  and,  by  an  offi- 
cial statement  of  the  taxes  paid  by  the  Slate  of 
Massachusetts,  asserted  that  the  tax  on  houses, 
it  stands  in  the  bill,  will  not  be  so  high  in  tl 
Stale  aa  the  tax  on  lands,  and  that,  thejefore, 
any  alteration  ought  to  be  made,  the  tax  on  houses 
ought  to  be  increased,  instead  of  Jowered. 

The  question  wb&  put  and  n^tived,  ihi 
inf  only  twenty-three  votes  for  it. 

The  oUl  was  further  proceeded  with,  and  the 
committee  had  leave  to  ait  again, 

Mr.  Allek  laid  a  resolution  upon  the  table, 
proposing  the  appointment  of  a  committee  to  bring 
in  a  bill  to  aathorize  the  Supeivisurs  of  the  Rev- 
enue to  send  and  receive  packets  and  letters  free 
of  postftge. 

This  resolution  was  sulneqnently  taken  up,  and 
IMitabd. 

A  Hesnge  was  received  from  the  President 
of  the  Unitad  Staie^  enclosing  a  letter  from  the 
-Ooremor  of  Pennsylvania,  on  the  subject  of  the 
arrival  of  a  number  of  French  inhabitants  at  Phi- 
ladelphia from  Port-au-Prince;  which  wascommit- 
led. to  the  Committee  for  the  Protection  of  Com- 
merce and  the  Defence  of  the  Country. 

THiiiiaDi.T,  June  38. 

Mr.  SiTOBGAVEa  read  the  copy  of  a  letter  from 
Major  Tonsard,  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  at  Port 
Hiffiin,  dated  this  morning,  stating  that  a  danger- 
ou*  mutiny  was  last  night  discovered  amongst 
the  vesseb  in  quarantine,  now  lying  at  the  fort. 
He  did  not)  however,  mean  to  excite  unnecessary 
slam  in  the  House,  as  he  believed  the  Executive 
of  the  State  and  of  the  United  States  had  taken 
mcasorei  to  prevent  any  serious  mischief  taking 
place,  tmt  to  show  that  immediate  aitenlioa  is  ne- 
cessary to  be  paid  to  the  subject. 
DIRECT  TAXES, 

The  House  aaain  resolved  it&il  into  a  Commit- 
!•«  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  lay  and  collect  di- 


rect taxes  within  the  United  States;  and,  afler 
making  a  number  of  amendments  of  little  import-    . 
ance,  the  committee  rose,  aod  had  leave  to  sit 

Mr.  Sew&ll  reported  a  bill  no  the  subject  of 
the  emigrants  arrived  from  Port-au-Prince;  and 
a  bill  for  the  further  protection  of  the  commerce 
of  the  United  Stales,  which  were  committed. 

Fbiday,  June  29. 
Mr.  Harpbr  presented  a  memorial  from  certain 
merchants  of  this  city,  stating  that  they  are  own- 
ers of  certain  vessels,  now  lying  at  the  fort  from 
Si.  Domingo,  on  board  of  which  are  a  number 


land,  owii^  to  ihe  present  critical  state  of  the 
countrjr.  They  state  this  as  a  heavy  loss  to  tbem, 
as  their  vessels  are  generally  richly  laden,  and. 
tbey  aredesirousof  having  them  speedily  tmladen. 
As  the  masters  of  their  vessels  never  met  with 
any  difficulty  of  this  kind  heretofore,  but  had  ctm- 
sidered  this  country  as  an  asylum  for  all  who 
chose  to  come  to  it,  the  memorialists  trust  Con- 
grevs  will  grant  them  such  relief  as  the  justice  of 
their  case  shall  deserve,  and  they  shall  think  right 
and  proper  to  afford.  Referred  to  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  to  whom  has  been  referred  the  bill 
supplementary  to  the  act  concerning  aliens. 
DIRECT  TAXB8.  • 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  Into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  laying  and  col- 
lecting a  direct  tax  ;  when 

Mr.  Habpeh  moved  to  fill  the  blank  to  contain 
the  amount  of  the  tax  on  staves,  from  the  age  ot 
twelve  to  fifty,  with  fifty  cents.  This  tax,  he  said, 
would  fall  unequally  on  the  different  States  hold- 
ing slaves.  He  believed  in  the  State  which  he 
represented,  the  owners  of  slaves  miglit,  with  pro- 
pnety,  be  called  upon  for  a  higher  tax,  as  loeir 
employment  is  very  productive,  and  most  of  the 
taxes  of  that  State  are  collected  from  slaves.    At 

E resent  tbey  pay  a  dollar  a  head,  large  and  small ; 
ut  in  other  States,  where  the  slaves  are  not  so 
productive,  this  lax  would  be  sufficiently  large, 

Mr.  Venablb  said,  the  large  slaveholders,  aa 
they  generally  occupied  the  largest  houses,  are 
already  taxed  for  their  slaves,  on  account  of  that 
description  of  houses  being  taxed  as  the  represent- 
aiives  of  other  property,  so  that  they  would  have 
lo  pay  a  double  tax;  and  if  the  tax  was  laid  so 
heavily  on  houses  and  slaves,  there  would  be  no- 
thing left  for  land  to  pay.  And,  if  this  should  be 
the  case,  certain  districts  of  the  State  of  Virginia 
will  pay  almost  the  whole  of  ihe  tax,  and  others 
scarcely  any.  Al  present  the  slaveholding  parts 
of  the  Stale  are  burdened  with  the  heaviest  part 
of  Ihe  State  taxes ;  and  if  so  heavy  a  tax  as  fifty 
cents  a  slave  be  added,  it  will  produce  a  very  un- 
equal tax.  He  thought  half  the  sum  mentioned 
would  be  sufficient. 

Mr.  S.  SuiTB  said,  the  gentleman's  arguments 
..ent  more  against  the  nature  of  the  tax  than 
against  the  amoimt  of  it.    That  part  of  the  Stat« 


DiqinzedhyGoOt^le 


HISTORY  OF  CONORBSS. 


2060 


ELorR.] 


Direct  Taxet. 


[JOMB,  1796. 


in  which  be  lived,  and  westward,  would  pay  but 

.   a  small  ponion  of  this  tax.     He  tbouEht  it  wotild 

be  better  to  strike  out  tbis  part  of  &e  bill  alto- 

S ether;  but  if  slaves  were  to  be  taxed  at  all,  baira 
ollar  a  bead  could  uotbe  toocauch,  as  that  isonly 
the  sum  wliicb  a  house  of  the  value  of  one  Ihou- 
laad  dollars  will  pay- 

Mr.  V&NA.BLE  spoke  in  ezplaoation. 
.  Mr.  Qallatih  went  into  an  extensive  view  of 
the  subject,  in  order  to  show  that  fifty  cents  would 
be  too  low  a  tax  upon  slaves,  in  proportion  to  the 
tax  laid  upon  bouses  and  land.  The  result  of  his 
calculations  wa^  that  sixty-five  cents  would  come 
the  nearest  to  the  due  proportion  which  slaves 
ought  to  bear  of  the  lax,  and  he  tnoved  to  fill  the 
blank  with  that  sum. 

After  a  few  observations,  in  which  Messrs.  N. 
Smith,  T.  Ci^aibokhe,  H&bbison,  Habpeb,  and 
McDowell,  were  opposed  to  the  motion,  and  Mr. 
Gallatin,  only,  in  favor  of  it— it  was  negatived 
irithout  a  diTision. 

The  question  on  Gfiy  cents  was  then  put,  and 
carried.  ^ 

The  committee  rose,  when  Mr.  S.  ^hitb  re- 
newed his  motion  to  make  the  tax  equal  on  bouses 
and  on  land,  and  all  other  improvemenls.  It  was 
negatived  by  the  yeas  and  nays  being  taken — 16 
to  32,  as  follows : 


DoidoD,  Carter  B.  Hurison,  Jonathui  N.  Havens,  Da- 
vid H<jmea,  Walter  Jones,  Edwird  Livmsaton,  Mat- 
thew Lyon,  Nathaniel  Macon,  William.Mstthewa,  Ad- 
Aony  New,  Samuel  -Smith,  Peleg  Sptagae,  Richard 
^tigf,  jr.,  Richard  Stanford,  Thomaa  Snmter,  Thom- 
•■  'nUinghast,  John  Trigg,  Philip  Van  CoHlandt,  Jo- 
Mph  B.  Vamum,  and  Abralisiin  Venable, 

JitiM — John  Allen,  Baile;  Battlett,  Thomas  Bloant 
Demsey  Barge*,  Chiistopber  Q.  Ctumpliii,  Thomas 
Claiborne,  WilliamCharles  Cole  Claiborne,  Junes  Coch- 
lan,  Jodtna  Coit,  Wm.  Cnik,  Samnel  W.  Dana,  Oaoige 
Dent,  William  Edmond,  Abiel  Forter,  Dwight  Foster, 
J^fnea  Oilleapia,  Henry  Glen,  Channce;  Oooibieh,  An- 
(beir  Greg-g,  Roger  Qniirold,  Wm.  Barry  Grove,  Robert 
Geodtoe  Harper,  Thomas  Hartley,  William  Hiodman, 
Jamea  H.  Imlsy,  John  Wilkea  KiUera,  Matthew  Locke, 
Samuel  Lyman,  Joseph  McDowell,  John  Milledge, 
Lewie  R.  Morris,  Hsnison  G.  Otis,  Isaac  Parker,  John 
Seed,  Jamee  Schureman,  Samuel  Senall,  William 
Sbepaid,  Thomas  SinnicksOD,  Samnel  Sitgreavea,  Na- 
diaiiiel  Smith,  WiUiam  Smith,  George  Thatcher,  Rich- 
ud  Tbomea,  Mark  Thomson,  John  B.  Van  Alen,  and 
Pdeg  WednroTlh. 

Mr.  T.  Olacbohne  also  called  the  yeas  and 
nays  upon  filling  the  blank  with  fifty  cents,  which 
ms  oegaiived — 54  to  24, as  follows  : 

VaAa — John  Allen,  George  Baer,  jr.,  Bailey  Baltiett, 
Btefhen  Bullock,  Demaej  B urges,  Christopher  G. 
OhanpliD,  John  Chapman,  James  Coduan,  Joshua 
Ceit,8anael  W.Dana,ThonuT.DaTia,John  Dawson, 
William  Edmond,  Thomas  Evana,  Abiel  Foeter,  Dwight 
Fester,  John  Fowler,  Jonathan  Freemen,  Albert  Gal- 
latin,  Henry  Glen,  Cheune^  Goodrich,  Roger  Qris- 
wold,  William  Berry  Grove,  Robert  Goodloa  Harper, 
Thona*  Hanky,  Jonathan  It.  Havens,  David  Httoea, 


Jankea  H.  Imlay,  John  Wilkea  Kitlera,  Edward  IdV- 
ingston,  Samnel  Lyman,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Williaat 
Matthews,  Lewia  B.  Morris,  Hsrnaon  G.  Otis,  laaao 
Parker,  John  Reed,  James  Schureman,  Samuel  Sewalla 
William  Shepard,  Thomas  Sinnicluon,  Samuel  Sit- 
greaves,  Nathaniel  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Wm.  Smith, 
Peleg  Sprague,  Richard  Stanford,  George  T^iatcher, 
Richard  Thomas,  Mark  Thomson,  John  E-  Van  Alen, 
Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  Joseph  B.  Vamnm,  and  Peleg 
Wadsworth. 

Nats — Abraham  Baldwin,  David  Bard,  Lemnd 
Benton,  Tliamas  Blount,  Thomas  Claiborne,  WiUiam 
Charles  Cole  Claiborne,  John  Cloplon,  William  Craifc. 
George  Dent,  Jamea  Gillespie,  WiUjaJn  Gordon,  An- 
drew Gregg,  Carter  B.  Harrieon,  William  Hindman, 
Walter  Jonea,  Matthew  Locke,  Matthew  Lyon,  John 
Milledge,  Anthony  New,  Richard  Sprigg,  Jun.,  Thoma* 
Sumter,  Thomas  TUlingfaast,  John  IVlgg,  and  Abra- 
ham Venable.  ' 

Mr.  Gallatin  renewed  bis  amendment,  to  make 
the  tax  on  houses  and  land  bear  a  proportion  to 
each  other,  and  to  provide  that  land  snould  not 
be  taxed  higher  than  the  rate  per  cent,  laid  upon 
bouses  of  the  lowest  value.  The  yeas  and  naya 
were  taken,  and  it  was  negatived— 39  to  38,  aa 
follows : 

Yaia — Abraham  Baldwin,  David  Bard,  Lemnd 
Benton,  Thomas  Blount,  Stephen  Bullock,  Demsey 
Bnrgei,  John  Chqimsn,  Thomas  Claiborne,  Wm.  C. 
C  Claiborne,  John  Cloplon,  John  Dawson,  George 
Dent,  Thomaa  Evans,  Jonathan  Freeman,  Albert  Galla- 
tin, Jamea  Gillespie,  William  Gordon,  Andrew  Gregg, 
Carter  B.  Harrison,  Thomaa  Hartley,  Jonathan  N. 
Havens,  Joeepb  Hnsler,  David  Holmea,  Walter  Jones, 
Edward  Livmgston,  Matthew  Lyon,  William  Mat- 
thews, Joseph  MeDowell,  Anthony  New,  Wm.  Smith, 
Peleg  Sprague,  Richerd  Sm^,  Jr.,  Thames  Somter, 
Thomaa  Tillinghaat,  John  Trigg,  niiUp  Van  Cortlandt, 
Josefdi  B.  Vamum,  and  Abraham  Venable. 

Nats — John  Allen,  George  Baer,  Jr.,  Bailey  Bsrt- 
lett,  Christopher  G.  Champlin,  Jamea  Cochran,  Joehna 
Coit,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  Thomaa  T-  Davis,  WilliaBt 
Edmond,  Abiel  Foeter,  Dwight  Foeler,  John  Fowler, 
Henry  Glen,  Channoey  Goodrich,  Roger  GriawoU, 
Robert  Goodloe  Harper,  William  Bindman,  Jamea  H. 
Imlay,  tabn  WUkee  Kitlera.  Matthew  Lodte,  Semnd 
Lyman,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Iiewia  R.  Morria,  HarneoB 
O.  Otis,  Isaac  Fariier,  John  Reed,  Jamea  Schureman, 
Samuel  Sewall,  William  Shepard,  Thomas  Sinnickaon, 
Samuel  SiCgreaves,  Nathaniel  Smith,  Samuel  Smith, 
Richard  StarkTord,  George  Thatcher,  Richard  Thomaa, 
Mark  Thomson,  John  B.  Van  Alen,  and  Peleg  Wads- 
Mr.  Holmes,  previous  lo  the  qUestioD  being  pttt 
on  the  above  motion,  said  be  should  make  no  ob- 
servations as  to  the  manner  in  which  tbis  tax 
would  operate,  though,  from  the  knowledge  he 
had  of  his  own  district  and  the  oneadjoininff,  con- 
sisting of  the  counties  of  Berkely  and  Preaerick, 
he  thought  the  disc rimina lion  would  have  an  in- 
jurious effect  in  chat  part  of  Virginia,  from  ita  be- 
ing more  ihickly  settled  and  more  impnrred  than 
any  other  pari  of  the  State. 

He  rose  to  observe,  that  an  idea  bad  struck  him 
that  a  pari  of  this  law  does  not  altogether  accord 
wjih  that  [nrt  of  the  Constitution  which  says; 
"  No  capitation  or  direct  tax  shall  he  laid,  unies* 
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in  proportion  to  ibe  census  oi  eDumeiation  of  tbe 
mhabitaata  of  the  United  States,"  as  it  supposes 
that  the  proposed  Us  on  houses  and  slaves  nmy 
exceed  tbe  wnole  of  the  tax  apportioned  to  a  State, 
in  which  case  tbe  surplus  is  to  be  paid  into  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States,  and  placed  to  the 
credit  of  such  Slate ;  and  though  a  prorision  is 
Kiade  for  crediting  tbe  said  Stale  with  tbe  surplus 
money,  he  did  not  believe  that  would  be  strict!; 
eonfonnable  to  the  Coosriiaiion ;  since  it  would 
have  the  operation  of  a  forced  loan  upon  a  State 
which  should  be  so  circumstanced,  wnich  would 
not  be  warranted  by  the  Constitution. 

Mr.  H.  said,  the  matter  bad  struck  him  in  this 
light;  if  he  was  mistaken,  he  should  thank  any 
([entlemaD  to  clear  away  his  doubts  on  the  suo- 

After  the  decision  on  Mr.  Oallatin'b  motion 
had  taken  place, 

Mr.  Harper,  in  order  to  remove  the  Coititini- 
lional  objection  pointed  out  by  the  gentleman 
ftom  Virginia,  (Mr.  HoLMEB,)  moved  to  strikeout 
that  part  of  the  hill  which  had  been  obiecled  to, 
and  to  insert  in  its  place,  words  to  the  following 
effect  : 

"  I^  in  makiiif  tb«  awewment  of  any  State,  it  ihall 
■ppeai  that  the  amount  to  be  coUactcd  fmia  hoam  and 
aUves,  will  exceed  th^  anm  apporlioDed  to  mieh  Stale, 
than  the  Superrisor  wall  be  authoriied  to  deduct  &om 
Ibe  tax  ou  houMB  nich  rate  as  to  confine  it  within  the 
limits  of  tbe  aaid  apportianment." 

The  motion  was  carried,  and  the  bill  traa  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  Honse  then  adjoarned. 


Satdrda?,  June  3 


Hr.  Harper  reported  a  bill  for  further  suspend- 
ins  the  dut;  on  snuff;  which  was  eommittea. 
Mr.  LiviNOBTON,  from  the  Commitiee  of  Com' 


merce  and  Manufactures,  reported  a  bill  for  erect- 
ing a  light-hoQse  and  placing  buoys  at  places 
therein  mentioned ;  which  was  committed  for 
Monday. 

PBOTECTION  OF  TRADE. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sewall,  the  House  went 
into  a  Committee  of  tbe  Whole  on  the  bill  fur- 
ther to  protect  the  commerce  of  the  United  States ; 
when,  toe  first  section  being  under  conaidetatiou, 

Mr.  SPRAonE  moved  to  strike  out  tbe  word 
armed,  before  French,  or  pretended  French,  vessel, 
so  as  to  give  authority  for  the  capturing  of  etU 
French  vessels. 

The  question  was  put,  and  negatived — 41  to  32. 

Mr.  Tbatcheb  did  not  see  the  use  of  the  words 
''  or  pretended  French,"  and  moved    to    strike 

Mr.  Sbwall  said,  the  r^ton  why  these  words 
were  introduced  was,  that  many  vessels  sailed 
from  the  West  Indies  as  French  vessels,  which 
are  not  really  so,  but  mere  pirates. 

Mr.  Thatchbb  withdrew  his  motion. 

Mr.  8.  SuiTH  renewed  it,  and  it  was  negatived, 
3&to32. 

Ml.  SpRaauE  moved  to  strike  out  the  words 


"  when  he  (ihe  President)  shall  judge  it  ezpedi- 

'  Mr.  KiTTEHA  moved  to  strike  out  the  words 
'■  may  be"  before  "  condemned  as  forfeited."  Car- 
Mr.  Venable  wished  to  know  whether  by  these 
words  "  or  of  any  person  resident  in  France,  or  its 
dependencies,"  it  was  the  intention  of  the  com- 
miitee  who  reported  tbe  bill  lo  forfeit  the  proper- 
ty of  any  neutral  residing  in  France. 

Mr.  BEWALL  knew  of  no  distinction  which 
could  be  made  between  persons  who  resided  in 
and  shipped  goods  from  France.  Even  if  bd 
American  citizen  chose  to  reside  in  France,  and 
ship  goods  from  thence,  he  would  be  subject  to 
tbe  operations  of  this  law  equally  with  French 

Mr.  S.  Smith  supposed,  that  if  a  Danish  mer- 
chant were  to  reside  at  Bordeaox.  and  were  to 
ship  a  cargo  of  wines  for  Denmart,  it  would  be 
contrary  to  tbe  laws  of  nations,  for  one  of  our  ves- 
sels to  make  capture  of  a  neutral  vessel  Ihus  em- 
ployed. 

Mr.  Tenable  moved  to  strike  out  the  words 
which  be  had  before  quoted.  A  citizen  of  any 
neutral  nation  may  reside  in  France,  apd  carrjr 
on  commerce  from  thence  in  the  same  way  as  if 
no  war  existed.  He  knew  that  if  an  American 
citizen  were  to  reside  in  France  in  time  of  war, 
for  tbe  purpose  of  carrying  on  commerce,  his  prop-  _ 
arty  would,  of  course,  be  condemned,  if  taKen :  ' 
but  we  have  no  right  to  condemn  tbe  property  of 
citizens  of  a.  neutral  nation  on  board  of  a  neutral 

Mr.  Dana  thought  the  object  of  tbe  gentlem^y 
from  Virginia  might  be  accomplished l)y  adding, 
the  words,  "  being  French  properly." 

Mr.  Sitqreaveb  preferred  the  phraseology  pro~ 
posed  by  tbe  gentleman  from  Connecticut.  He 
believed  we  ought  to  take  all  that  the  laws  of  na^ 
tions  would  auUiorize ;  but  not  more. 

Mr.  GoRDot*  supposed  there  cotild  have  been 
no  doubt  that  when  a  'neutral  merchant  re- 
sided in  an  enemy's  country,  that  his  vessel  and 
property  would  be  liable  to  tbe  capture  and  co«- 
demoBtion  of  the  country  with  nhom  that  Power 
is  at  war.  He  bad  never  seen  anything  which 
controverted  ibis  opinion.  If  neutrals  might  car- 
ry on  a  trade  from  countries  at  war  without  being 
liable  to  capture,  all  the  commerce  of  the  nation 
at  war  mignt  be  carried  on  through  these  means, 
and  that  in  their  own  vessels.  Nor  did  be  believe 
the  propwed  amendment  would  prevent  the  com- 
merce of  the  enemy  being  carried  on  through 
these  means. 

Mr.  Datton  (the  Speaker)  said,  this  embai- 
rasament  had  been  introduced  by  having  too  sud- 
denly agreed  to  strike  out  the  words  "may  be." 
He  should  be  for  retaining  these  words,  and  leav- 
ing the  matter  to  the  decision  of  the  courts.  Mr. 
D..  thinking  the  House  had  cone  prematurely  into 
this  subject,  moved  that  the  committee  rise,  re- 
port prepress,  and  ask  leave  to  sit  again. 

The  motion  was  put  and  carried— -34  to  32. 

The  committee  rose  accordingly,  and  had  leave 
to  sit  Bgain- 
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ABROGATION  OP  TREATIES. 
Od  motioQ  of  Mr.  Sitorbavbb,  tbe  House  went 
imo  a  Couiaiuee  of  ihe  Whole  on  tbe  bill  lo  de- 
■  cUre  our  Ireaties  with  France  roid  and  of  no  effecl. 
Mr.  Otis  moved  to  postpone  the  consideration 
of  the  preamble,  until  tne  section  of  the  bill  was 
gone  thiough. 

Mr.  8.  Smith  inquired  whether,  if  that  was 
>lhe  case,  the  whole  would  be  open  lo  amend- 
•meml 

The  Cbaihuan  answered  in  the  affirmative. 
Mr.  S.  Smith  wished  gentlemen  to  say  whe- 
ther, in  the  course  of  their  reading,  they  had  evei 
met  with  an  act  of  this  kind.  If  ever  such  an  act 
was  passed,  they  wiU,  of  course,  inform  the  com- 
miltee  what  produced  it ;  and  if  no  .such  evei  did 
lake  place  in  any  country,  the v  will  assien  rea- 
sons why  the  present  bill  should  pass.  For  his 
own  part,  he  saw  difficulties  which  might  arise 
from  adopting  itj  but  none  from  declining  to  pass 
iL  The  rescinding  of  the  ai:iicle  which  provides 
for  the  safe  residence,  for  a  certain  time,  of  tbe 
merchants  of  either  country  in  case  of  war,  until 
they  can  remove,  with  their  eETects,  out  of  the 
country,  will  be  attended  with  inconvenience. 
Mr.  S.  was  proceeding  to  enumerate  other  incoa- 
Teniences  wnich  would  attend  such  a  measure, 
when  be  was  interrupted  by  a  messae e  from  the 
Senate.  After  tbe  delivery  of  which,  a  motion 
was  made  for  the  comoiitiee  to  rise,  which 
carried,  and  leave  obtaiiied  to  sit  again — 38  t( 
FRENCH  PASSENGERS. 
On  motion,  the  House  went  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate  to  au- 
thorize the  President  to  prevent  or  regulate  the 
landing  of  French  passiengers,  and  -other  persons, 
who  may  arrive  wiihio  the  United  States  from 
foreign  ports. 

Mr.SiToREAVEBobseredjthattheauthoritygi  ._ 
to  the  President  by  the  first  section  of  this  bill  is 
confined  to  white  French  passengers.  He  did  not 
know  that  there  was  any  reason  for  thus  limiting 
the  authority.  He  should  think  it  best  to  extend 
it  to  aliens  WD  era  lly.  The  particular  case  which 
has  occnrrea,  and  which  has  excited  much  alai 
ID  the  public  mind,  lias  doubtless  been  the  imn 
diate  cause  of  this  bill;  but  it  is  possible  that 
Other  cases  may  arise  in  which  it  will  be  equally 
improper  to  admit  foreigners  to  be  landed,  and  he 
could  see  no  objection  to  the  lodging  of  a  general 
power  in  the  President  to  prevent  tne  landing  of 
anch  foreigners  as  he  shall  deem  dangerous  to  the 
peace  of  the  United  States.  He  would  move  the 
amendment ;  but  he  thought  it  would  be  better  to 
let  the  bill  lie  over  until  Monday.  He,  therefore, 
moved  that  the  committee  rise,  that  the  bill  might 
be  printed,  and  that  the  two  bills  might  be  com- 
pared together. 

After  a  few  observations  upon  it,  the  question 
on  the  committee's  rising,  was  put  and  negatived. 
Mr.  McDowell  doubled  wneiher  the  expres- 
«on."  French  passengers"  would  include  the  per- 
fODS  on  board  the  vessels  at  the  fort ;  they  may. 
perhaps,  be  more  properly  considered  as  British 
aubjecis.    They  were  compelled  to  come  here  by 


the  British,  and  he  did  not  think  they  con  Id  be 
properly  deemed  French  passengers. 

Mr.  oBWALL  was  against  the  second  section  of 
the  bill,  which  proposes  to  inflict  a  penalty  of  fiv« 
hundred  dollars  on  any  person  transgressing  the 
provisions  of  this  law.  He  thought  a  more  ap- 
propriate  and  efiectual  remedy  was  proposed  by 
the  fourth  section,  which  was  by  imprisonment. 
He  therefore  moved  to  strike  it  out. 

Mr.  Hartlet  said,  Congress  had  passed  a  law 
to  send-  seditious  foreigners  out  of  the  country ; 
here  are  persons  coming  from  tbe  West  Indies,  of 
a  dan^rous  description,  and  it  would  certainly  be 
very  improper  to  suffer  them  to  land.  It  would 
appear  extraordinary  to  the  people,  that  on  one 
day  a  law  should  be  pa^d  to  scad  off  foreigners, 
and,  on  the  next,  no  objection  made  to  the  land- 
ing of  a  crowd  of  aliens.  He  knew  nothing  of 
Ihe  characters  of  these  men ;  they  may  be  attach- 
ed  to  Great  Britain,  and  may  become  good  citi- 
zens of  this  countrv;  but  he  trusted  no  time  wonld 
be  lost  in  passing  this  bill,  and  thai  therefore  this 
motion  would  not  be  as-reed  to. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  said,  ine  striking  out  of  this  aec- 
ion  would  by  no  means  have  the  efiect  which  the 
'entleman  from  Massachusetts  supposed  ;  becatise 
ne  first  section  prevents  these  persons  from  land* 
ing  without  the  permission  of  jlie  President  of  the 
United  States.  Mr.  S.  did  n8t  believe  that  gen- 
tlemen had  a  right  idea  of  the  description  of  per- 
sons on  board  of  the  vessels  lately  arrived  here. 
He  was  informed  that  many  of  them  ate  men  who 
came  to  this  country  five  years  ago,  and  who  had 
been  to  get  possession  of  the  property  which  they 
had  leit  behind  them  in  St.  Domingo,  when 
they  came  here.  Some  of  them  left  behind  them, 
in  our  banks^  properly  lo  the  amonnl  of  forty  oi 
fifty  thousand  dollars.  He  knew  some  of  theoL 
also,  who  own  real  estate  in  Pennsylvania  ana 
New  Jersey ;  and  as  ihe  President  is  authorised 
by  the  first  section  of  this  bill  to  permit  such  per- 
sons to  land,  as  he  thinks  proper,  ne  had  no  doubt 
most  if  not  all  of  these  will  be  permitted  to  land, 
without  hesitation. 

Mr.  GoanoN  spoke  against  the  forfeiture.  If 
persons  were  proper  to  be  admitted  into  this  coun- 
try, he  would  admit  them ;  and,  if  not  proper,  no 
money  ought  to  protect  theiu. 

The  question  was  putand  carried,  43  votes  be- 
ine  in  favor  of  it. 

Mr.  Vahndm  expressed  his  doubts  whether  the 
terms  used  in  this  bill  would  apply  to  the  peraonc 
board  these  vessels.  Instead  of  being  French 
passengers,  be  believed  they  would  prove  British 
subjects — persons  who  have  taken  arms  against 
the  French  Government,  and  who  had  of  coarse 
alienated  themselves  from  iu  Nor  did  he  believe 
that  the  appellation  of  "  Frenchman"  would  apply 
persons  bom  in  the  'West  Indies,  thoogh  born 
of  French  parents. 

Mr.  Otis  said,  a  Frenchman  is  a  Frenchman 
everywhere. 

Mr.  Gallatin  did  not  believe  that  any  of  these 
passengers  could  with  propriety  be  called  French- 

Hr.  Orta  repeated  that,  after  all  that  could  be 
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said,  a  Frenchman  is  &  FreDchmtn ;  for  though  be 
take  his  naturalization  oath  in  this  couutry,  it 
does  not  alter  hia  character ;  he  ia  still  called,  and 
known  to  btr  a  Frenchman. 

Mi.  Gallatin  was  not  sensible  of  the  danger 
which  aeeined  Co  be  apprehended  by  some  eenlle- 
meii  fFom  these  foreifniers.  It  must  be  reconected 
that  Congress  has  parsed  a  law  suspending  all  in. 
tereouTse  with. France  and  her  ■ 


quarter.  Tbts  bill  goes  one  step  rartber,  t: 
say  ihai  no  French  passenger  shall  coi 
coantry  in  any  other  ressel  than  a  Fre 
noiwi  to  standing  those  who  come  will  _ 
from  their  disaffection  to  their  own'  Govt 
but  if  gentlemen  had  apprehensions  on  this  head, 
he  had  no  objection  to  the  meaanre.  He  would 
reroark  that,  oui  vessels  coming  from  Cape  Nich' 
oU  Mole  or  Port-au-Prince,  have  probably  been 
compelled  to  bring  off  the  persons  on  board  of 
them,  and  are,  therefore,  no  way  blameable.  He 
did  not  know  what  would  be  the  best  to  be  done. 
The  owners  of  the  vessels  have  valuable  cargoes 
onboard;  and  if  these  persons  are  not  to  be  per- 
mitted to  land,  he  wished  some  geatleman  would 
propose  anamendment,  providing  that  the  removal 
of  them  shall  be  at  the  expense  of  tbe  United 
States,  and  not  of  the  merchants. 

Mr.  Habper  said,  if  it  was  in  order  to  prepare 
an  amendment  of  this  kind,  that  be  wished  the 
committee  lo  rise.  To  oblige  the  merchanis  to 
remove  these  persons  would  De  injustice  in  theex- 
treme,  as  many  of  them  had  been  compelled  to 
take  them  on  board,  and  others  had  received  them 
from  motives  of  humanity,  not  knowing  that  there 
would  be  any  objection  made  to  their  landing 
here.  If,  indeed,  auer  this,  merchant  vessels  should 
offend  in  this  way,  it  might  be  wdi  to  subject 
them  to  some  inconvenience;  but  no  one  cotild 
think  of  doing  it  in  this  case.  Whether  the  pres- 
ent alarm  is  well  or  ill-founded,  he  could  not  pre- 
tend to  say ;  for  himself  he  was  not  afraid  of  any 
mischief  from  these  persons.  He  was  desirous, 
however,  that  the  bill  should  pass ;  but  he  wished 
it  to  pass  with  amendments,  and  that  it  should  be 
postponed  until  Monday,  in  order  lo  prepare  these 


Mr.  S.  SMrrB  was  opposed  to  tbe  committee's 
rising,  because  he  wished  to  show  the  situation  of 
these  people ;  for  the  more  il  was  known,  he  was 
confident  the  less  alarm  there  would  be.  This 
bill  will  only  appl^  to  the  vessels  which  have  ar- 
rived and  may  arrive  at  ibis  port.  Have  none  ar- 
rived at  any  other  port  7  Yes :  before  he  left 
Baltimore,  four  had  arrived  there,  and  others,  he 
believed,  had  arrived  at  other  ports,  without  any 
objection  bein^  made  to  the  landing  of  the  passen- 
gers. He  beliftved  there  had  been  some  misrepre- 
sentation with  respect  to  this  business.  He  could 
hare  wished  the  Oovemor  of  the  State  had 
some  person  on  board  to  have  inquired  into 
fiu:ts  stated.  The  blacks  are  bodv  setvants  of  the 
paaiengos,  who^  though  they  had  their  choice,  de- 
termined to  abide  by  their  masters.  There  are 
no  armed  persons  on  board ;  there  may  be  a  few 
urn*  put  on  board  to  defend  themselves  agsinst 


any  brigand  privateer  which  misht  attack  them. 
There  would  be  a  degree  of  cruelty  in  separatios 
these  faithful  slaves  from  their  masters,  who  had 
preferred  this  state  with  theto,  to  freedom  without 
them.  And  to  oblige  the  owners  of  these  vessels, 
who  had  paid  from  30  to  33  per  cent,  insurance  on 
their  vessels  and  cargoes,  to  carry  off  these  per- 

'-  some  distant  port,  and  not  only  subject 

lucLu  lO  a  further  inguraace,  but  to  keep  back  their 
cargoes  from  them,  would  be  a  cruelty  never  be- 
fore heard  of. 
Mr,  Sewall  was  of  opinion  that  there  bad  been . 
great  degree  of  unnecessary  alarm  in  this  btui- 
uess;  but  [his  alarm  had  occasioned  great  distress 
'~  these  persoits,  and  he  wished  to  shorten  its  ex- 
it. He  wished  to  examine  the  subject,  and  to 
!  if  there  be  any  reasonable  ground  for  prevent- 
ing the  landing  of  these  persons ;  but  if  tbe  Honse 
continued  to  debate  on  the  propriety  of  placing 
the  matter  on  a  general  ground,  according  to  the 
bill  of  this  House,  or  to  confine  it  to  French  pas- 
sengers,  agreeable  to  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  that 
relief  would  not  be  afforded.  As  to  the  merchants 
being  obliged  to  remove  these  persons,  no  such  idea 
is  contain^  in  the  bill.  He  supposed  the  Presi- 
dent might  remove  them,  under  the  authority 
placed  in  him  for  removing  aliens.  But  to  prevent 
any  doubt  on  that  subject,  he  had  prepared  an 
amendment  for  the  purpose  of  making  tbe  matter' 
explicit,  which,  if  toe  motion  for  the  committee's 
rising  was  negatived,  he  would  move. 

Mr.  McDowell  hoped  the  committee  would, 
rise,  that  gentlemen  mignt  agree  aliltlemoreinopin- 
ion  when  this  subject  was  again  taken  op ;  not  for 
the  purpose  of  forming  any  amendment  which 
will  saddle  the  GJovernment  with  the  expense  of 
removing  these  persons.  These  merchants  either 
brought  them  from  their  own  free  will,  or  to  oblige 
theagentsof  the  British  Government,  or  they  were 
forced  upon  them  by  these  agents.  If  they  brought 
these  men  on  their  own  accord,  they  ought  to  re- 
move them  ar  their  own  expense ;  and  if  they 
were  forced  upon  them  by  tne  British  Govern- 
ment, the  British  Minister  ought  to  send  them  off 
to  some  of  the  British  possessions.  He  did  not 
believe,  by  the  account  Congress  had  received  of 
them,  that  they  are  calculated  toproduceanygood 
to  this  country. 

The  question  on  the  committee's  rising  was  put 
and  carried. 

Mono  AY,  July  2. 

Tbe  bill  to  lay  and  collect  a  direct  tax  through- 
out the  United  States  was  read  the  third  time ; 
and,  af^er  some  objections  to  the  bill,  as  it  related 
to  the  State  of  Kentucky,  by  Mr.  Davis,  the  bill 
passed,  62  votes  to  18,  as  follows : 

TiAB — John  Allen,  George  Baei,  jnn.,  Dsvid  Bard, 
Baile;  Bartlitt,  James  A.  Bayaid,  Thomas  Blonnt,  Ste- 
phen Bollock,  Christopher  O.  ChamphQ,  John  Chap- 
man, John  Clopton,  James  Codiran,  loahna  Coit,  Wil- 
liam Craik,  Samnd  W.  Dana,  John  Dawwn,  O^orge 
Dent,  Williaui  Edmond,  Thomai  Evani,  Abiel  FoMer, 
Dwigfat  FoMar,  Janathan  Freonan,  Hanij  Ot«n,  Chann- 
osf  Ooodiidi,  WilliMB  Qordon,  Andrsw  Ongg,  Hdgar 
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Giinrold,  WiUiim  Burj  Oiore,  John  A.  Humi,  Robert 
Goodloc  Huper,  Cutec  B.  Huriaon,  Thomu  Hutlej, 
William  Hindoaii,  DaTid  Holuiei,  Junes  H.  Imbj, 
Walter  Jonea,  John  Wilkei  Kitlera,  Edvard  Livinga- 
toD,  Samuel  Ljmui,  William  Hatthewi,  Joaeph  Mc- 
Dowell, Joha  Milledge,  Lewis  R.  Moiria,  Anthon; 
New,  John  Nicholas,  Haninm  G.  Otii,  laaac  Psi^er, 
John  Reed,  Jamee  Schunman,  Samuel  Sewall,  Thomas 
Siniiickaoti,  Samuel  Sitgreavea,  Nnlbaniel  Smith,  8am- 


lar,  Albert  Gallmliii,  Jonathan  N.  HmTeiu,  Jo* 
tar,  Huthew  Locke,  Matthnr  Lyon,  NaAtniel  Haeon, 
Bkir  UcCUiwduui,  WUlUm  Bniith,  Riehud  etenbrd, 
Tbomaa  Sumter,  Thomaa  TUIinghait,  Philip  Van  Cott- 
landt,  and  Joaefih  B.  Vamnin. 

FRENCH  PASSENGERS. 

The  order  of  the  dav  being  called  for  on  ibe 

bill  from  the  Senate,  relative  lo  the  French  pa>- 

sengers  Utetf  arrived  in  this  ooualiy  from  Port 

-Mr.  Sewall  moved  lo  discharge  the  Committee 
of  [he  Whole  from  a  further  con  side  ratio  a  of  this 
bill,  in  order  to  postpone  it  till  the  next  seasion  of 
Congress.  He  was  induced  to  make  this  motion 
from  a  belief  that  the  reports  respectine  the  pas- 
sengers on  board  the  vessels  at  the  Tort  have 
been  greatlf  exai^gerated ;  and  that  these  persons 
Hughe  be  as  safely  permitted  to  land  as  aov  other 
passengers.  The  President  being  already  em- 
powered to  send  out  of  the  country  all  persons 
whom  he  conceives  to  be  dangerous  to  the  United 
Stales,  Mr.  8.  did  not  think  it  necessary  to  pass  a 
law  on  the  subject,  as,  if  these  aliens  ate  found  to 
be  dangerous  to  the  peace  of  the  United  Stales, 
they  can  hereafter  be  removed. 

Ai^er  some  observations  on  the  subject,  Ihe  mo- 
tion was  carried,  there  being  45  votes  for  it.  The 
Artbet  consideration  was  then  postponed  till  next 

The  other  bill,  relative  to  the  same  subject,  re- 
ported bv  a  committee  of  the  House,  was  also 
postponea. 

PROTECTION  OF  COMMERCE. 

The  House  then  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  bill  farther  to  protect  the  commerce 
of  the  United  States. 

The  Chairman  stated  the  (question  to  be,  when 
Ihe  bill  was  last  under  discussiou,  on  inserting  the 
words  "being  Fiencb  properly." 

Mr.  Sewall  said,  wnea  this  motion  was  before 
ander  consideration,  be  had  some  doubts  as  to  the 
propriety  of  it ;  but  as  all  .property  coming  from 
Fiance,  if  condemned  at  all,  must  be  condemned 
u  French  property,  he  believed  the  amendment 
perfectly  proper,  and  hoped  it  would  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  moved  to  strike  out  the  second 
section,  which  authorized  Ifae  fitting  out  ofpriva- 
teeci  lo  cruise  against  French  vessels  in  every 
part  of  the  ocean.  TUs,  he  said,  is  a  wit  mea- 
■are,  and  we  had  better  make  an  open  deeUratitm 


of  war  itself  than  adopt  a  measure  like  this.  Let- 
ters of  marque  and  reprisal  are  not  absolute  war; 
but  to  authorise  the  fitting  out  of  privateers  against 
any  Power  is  war  direct.  He  should  vole  against 
it,  because  he  did  not  wish  to  go  to  war  at  presenL 
He  wished  to  go  into  every  defensive  operation; 
he  had  gone  with  gentlemen  hand  in  hand  in 
every  measure  of  thb  kind.  He  had  been  of  opin- 
ion  merchant  vessels  should  be  authorized  to  re- 
sist alt  attacks,  when  carrying  on  a  fair  ti&de ;  but 
he  was  not  prepared  to  go  to  war.  It  was  a  very 
easy  thing  to  get  into  a  war ;  but  it  would  not  be 
BO  easy  a  matter  to  get  out  of  it.  We  were  au- 
thorized, he  said,  in  taking  the  measures  which 
had  been  takeil.  We  might  have  gone  farther 
and  declared  war.  The  injuries  we  have  received 
would  have  warranted  sucb  a  measure;  bat  he 
wished  to  know  what  object  we  could  have  in  go* 
in^  lo  war?  Can  we  strike  anjr  blow  which  will 
injure  France,  or  its  dependencies?  Haa  she  any 
trade  which  we  can  annoy  1  If  not,  in  Qod  ■ 
name,  exclaimed  he,  what  good  can  result  to  this 
luntry  from  a  war'?   You  make  war  uponsiiells 


of  privateers,  and  when  you  have  brought  them 
io  the][  will  not  pay  for  the  equipment  oT  the  ves- 
sel which  made  the  capture.    We  cannot  hare  a 


t,  that  he  luiew  of,  i 


Mr.  S.  said,  he  knew  gentlemen  frequently  say, 
France  takes  everything  at  present,  and  they  can 
do  no  more  in  a  stale  of  war.  He  knew  the  con- 
trary; because  he  frequently  saw  vessels  come  in 


ind  some  they  did  not  take.  We  are,  said  be, 
about  to  enter  inio  war,  when  all  other  nations 
are  getting  out  of  it.  One  nation  alone  is  at  pre- 
sent at  war  with  France,  and  she  is  abandoning 
one  place  after  another  to  her  enemy.  Port-au- 
Prince  and  I'Archabaye  are  given  up,  and  he  had 
seen  a  letter  mentioning  that  a  flag  of  truce  had 
been  sent  to  offer  a  surrender  of  another  port.  Je- 
remie  is  also  offered  to  be  given  up.  Now,  there- 
fore, when  the  only  nation  at  war  with  France  is 
thus  endeavoring  to  creep  out  of  it,  shall  we,  with- 


navy,  with  an  extensive  trade  floating  un- 
protected on  the  ocean,  rush  into  a  war,  rram 
which,  when  once  entered  upon,  we  <»n  see  no 
possible  way  of  extricating  ourselves  1 

What  are  our  means  of  war?  We  have,  nid 
he,  means  sufficient  for  defence,  but  we  have  none 
of  offence.  Have  you  a  sufficiency  of  anna?  1 
know  you  have  not.  Have  you  cannon?  No; 
you  have  been  obliged  to  dismantle  your  fortifica- 
■- —  to  supply  your  ships  of  war.  Have  yon  a 
bat  is  able  lo  repel  the  attack  of  an  enemy? 
No;  ibaonly  one  which  has  any  pretension  to  it 
is  the  fort  at  the  port  of  Philadelphia,    In  what 


fort  that  ii 


the  other  ports?  New  York  is  with- 
out guns.  At  Baltimore  there  is  not  a  single  eat- 
riace  for  a  gun,  nor  the  smallest  possible  defence; 
ana  Ihis  is  pretty  much  the  case  with  all  the  other 
fortifications.  In  short,  said  Mr.  S.,  you  are  de- 
void of  every  means  of  aggression.  You  nuy 
protect  yourselves,  bnt  yon  cannot  hurt  your  ene- 
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my— Tou  may  get  into  war,  but  yon  can  do  no 
easential  injary  lo  France,  while  she  will  bare  it 
in  her  power  to  destroy  your  commerce. 

Mr.  Dattoh  ([be  Speaker)  rose  immediately 
after  Hr.  Hhitb,  and  said,  that  if  tbere  had  erer 
been  uttered  wiihin  those  walla  a  speech  calcu- 
lated to  damp  the  ardor  and  xtacken  [he  eiertions 
of  the  people  of  thia  eontitry  in  their  preparations 
for  deleoce.  aad  eren  to  invite  the  atiack  of  an 
enemy,  it  was  that  which  came  from  the  month 
of  his  friend  from  Maryland,  and  was  still  echoing 
in  their  ears.  He  had  represented  the  situation  of 
iiis  own  country  to  be  much  more  feeble,  defence- 
leas,  and  unprepared,  and  that  of  the  enemy  to  be 
&r  more  formidably  than  iacts  warranted  or  ex- 
perience would  jaitify.  The  United  States  were 
not  vtlnerable  at  all  points,  nor  France,  her  de- 

Kndencies  and  allies  inTulaerable  in  alt  parts,  as 
d  been  suggested.  Onr  fellow-citizens  wrae 
again  proving  themselves  to  be  worthy  to  enjoy, 
and  determined  to  maintain  their  independence, 


e  exactions  which  slaves  only  conld 
snbmil  to.  This  spirit  ought  not  to  be  disre- 
garded, and  permitted  to  evaporate,  nor  to  be 
checked  and  reprewed  by  the  langoage  of  distrust 
and  of  despondency.  Had  the  genileman  from 
Maryland  been  contented  with  advocating  the 
motion  he  had  made  for  striking  oat  the  most  es- 
■eniial  feature  of  the  bill,  by  atvuments  apply- 
ing to  its  merits  only,  Uien,  Mr.  D.  said,  he 
should  not  have  troubled  the  committee  with  any 
ranarks,  but  left  it  to  the  fate  it  merited.  His  ob- 
icet  in  rising  was  to  contest  the  pretensions  which 
nad  been  nrged  by  the  mover,  of  his  having 
hitherto  gone  hand  in  hand  with  all  those  genil»- 
men  who  had  been  nniformly  the  favorers  of  the 
moat  efficacious  meaauTcs  for  protection  and  de- 
fenee.  Some  of  the  speeches  of  that  cnecnbtor 
npon  general  propositions  had,itwas  true, breathed 
that  spirit,  but  it  could  not  be  forgotten  how  in- 
dastriouxly  he  had  labored  (and  sOTnetimes  but 
loo  •nceesafully^  to  pare  down  and  fritter  away 
nlmoat  to  nothing,  the  various  bills  which  had 
been  introdueed  for  providing  both  military  and 
naval  armaments.  Mr.  D.  particularly  instanced 
four  bills,  viz:  relating  to  convoys,  to  the  addi- 
tional naval  armament  the  provisional  army, 
and  the  supplementary  bill,  which  would  not  have 
labored  in  the  Honse  as  they  had  done,  if  tbey 
bad  obtained  the  able  and  hearty  support  of  that 
gsitleman.  The  motion,  therefore,  whs  entitled 
to  no  support  but  that  which  could  be  derived 
mediately  from  its  merits,  for  the  pretensions  of 
the  mover  were  not  warranted  b]r  his 'votes  in 
favor  of  tlie  most  enei^tic  provisions  for  resist- 
ance and  defence. 

The  declaration  made  by  that  gentleman  and 
others,  that  to  negative  the  motion  and  retain  the 
words,  was  actually  to  make  war,  hadno  weight, 
Mr.  D.  said,  with  him,  for  they  had  declared  the 
▼ery  same  thing  for  some  weeks  past,  opon  the 
passing  of  three  different  bills.  If  they  prophesied 
tmly  tnen,  nothing  wis  more  certain  than  that 
tre  were  now  in  a  state  of  war  ;  but  if  their  pre- 
dietion*  so  oAen  renewed,  had  at  firequentlf  proved 


. .  be  untrue,  then  they  ought  to  be  disregarded  in 
the  repetition  of  them.  That  France  was  making 
'  upon  this  country  could  not  be  denied,  and 
only  <|uestion  therefore  was  how  much  more 
are  willing  to  bear,  and  how  much  longer  to 
forbear,  before  we  should  be  provoked  to  givs 
back  the  blow,  and  manfully  to  defend  ourselves 
and  resent  our  injuries.  In  this  acknowledged 
state  of  thin^,  it  was  not  necessary  to  draw  a 
veryaecurateline  between  peace  and  war  measures, 
since  the  other  party  had  long  since  overstepped 
the  boundary,  and  were  annoying  and  plundering 
the  citizens  of  the  United  States  at  sea,  and  in 
foreign  countries,  much  mwe  efiiMtually  than 
they  could  do  in  the  event  of  an  open  rupture. 
He  trusted,  therefore,  that  every  amendment  tend- 
ing to  weaken  and  neutralize  the  bill  would  readily 
be  rejected. 

Mr.  S.  Smitb  said,  it  was  of  little  consequenee 
__  whit  light  the  gentleman  considered  him ;  but 
he  would  say  he  had  not  adduced  a  single  reason 
show  that  he  had  not  gone  hand  in  hand  with 
n  in  providing  means  of  defence  for  the  coun- 
try. With  respect  to  the  provisional  army,  he 
did  go  with  him  ;  but  when  he  found  gentlemen 
nnwUling  to  pay  the  ezpense  of  that  army,  he 
stopped  and  would  go  aa  further.  The  gentle- 
man and  he  had  certainly  differed  in  opinion ;  he 
(Mr.  Datton)  seemed  lo  think  war  desirable, 
whilst  he  (Mr.  S.)  thought  it  a  great  and  serious 
evil.  He  himself  did  not  think  the  present  a  state 
of  war,  since  it  had  not  been  so  declared.  But  h« 
would  say  that  he  had  gone  further  in  measurei 
of  defence  than  that  gentleman,  or  any  other ;  for 
he  was  for  raising  an  anny  immediatalj,  and  not 
for  making  it  a  lialf  meaaure,  giving  the  people 


>  they  are  preinred  for  defeiice, 
when  they  are  not  prepared.  Whenever  danger 
'lall  arrive,  he  did  not  doubt  the  people  of  ttiia 
.juntry  would  show  that  they  bad  a  spirit  equal 
to  the  defence  of  their  liberty  and  independence; 
and  he  would  tell  that  genileman  that  whenever 
that  period  shall  arrive,  hewitl  not  be  more  ready- 
to  defend  his  country  than  he  (Mr.  S.)  should  be; 
but  he  wished  to  avoid  war  as  long  as  he  was 
able  to  do  it ;  when  it  does  come,  he  should  beai 
his  part  in  it  a*  willingly  as  that  gentleimui,  or 
any  other.  He  was  convinced  the  people  of  this 
country  believe  peace  to  be  their  true, interest. 
He  b«^eved  they  would  do  as  much  as  any  peoide 
in  the  world  for  the  defence  of  their  country ;  bat 
they  know,  also,  that  we  are  not  in  a  situation  to 
wage  a  maritime  war.  If,  however,  he  had  erred 
in  any  part  of  his  conduat,  it  was  the  part  of  a 
friend,  to  hare  ascribed  ittou  error  of  judgment, 
rather  than  to  a  design  ofwustrating  measures 
necemary  for  the  defence  of  the  country. 

Mr.  NioHoi^B  supposed  the  siluaiioD  in  which 
we  are  at  present,  must  be  peace,  aad  that  gentle- 
men do  not  mean  to  declare  war.  If  they  did,  he 
should  expect  they  would  make  the  declaration  at 
once.  Taking  this  to  be  our  situation,  he  begged 
gentlemen  to  consider  the  effiect  of  the  meastire 
under  consideration.  To  him  it-appeared  one  of 
the  last  steps  which  ought  to  be  taken,  if  we  hold 
the  good  of  the  country  in  view. 
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Mr.  N.  heard  it  said,  and  he  believed  it  to  be 
tine,  that  the  Freoch  have  no  commerce;  and  if 
Ihb  ii  the  case,  is  ii  likely  that  our  merchants  will 
fit  out  vessela  for  the  purpose  of  cruising  against 
armed  French  vessels'?  Ceitainly  not.  If  they 
fit  oat  vessels  on  purpose  to  cruise,  when  ther 
find  DO  French  merchant  ships,  they  will  attack 
and  plunder  the  merchant  vessels  of  neutral  coun- 
tries ;  therefore,  unless,  gentlemen  can  show  that 
the  French  have  trade  that  vessels  of  this  kind 
would  ba  able  to  annoy,  they  ought  rather  to  for- 
bid than  to  encourage  the  fitting  out  of  privateers, 
aince  he  could  not  see  how  the  commission  could 
be  exercised  in  aay  other  way  than  that  he  had 
noticed ;  and  except  gentlemen  could  show  some 
way  by  which  merchants  could  repay  the  great 
expense  attendant  upon  fitting  out  vessels  ofthis 
kind,  without  having  recourse  to  those  he  had 
inentioned,  he  hoped  no  such  commission  would 
be  granted. 

Mr.  Haspsb  raid,  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
aeemed  to  have  got  an  erroneous  idea  of  this  bill. 
Tbe  object  of  ti  is  not  to  capture  merchantmen. 
If  he  under*tt>od  it,  merchantmen  could  no'  ' 
captured  under  it.  It  had  not  been  the  objei.  . 
any  bill  before  the  House,  to  capture  any  unarmed 
merchantman.  The  measure  proposed  is  not  ag- 
gression ;  it  is  not  hoslillty,  or  war;  it  is  defence. 
The  object  is  not  to  enable  armed  merchantmen 
to  capture  merchantmen ;  but  that  out  armed  mer- 
chantmen shall  capture  the  armed  French  vessels 
which  capture  our  unarmed  merchantmen.  At 
preaent,  though  our  merchEmt  vessels  have  author- 
itr  to  arm  for  the  protection  of  their  trade,  and  to 
take  the  armed  vessels  of  Fiance,  our  merchants 
find  a  difficulty  in  obtaining  crews,  not  because 
they  are  afrsid  to  meet  ilie  armed  vessels  of 
Franoe,  but  because,  if  taken,  instead  of  being 
treated  as  piisoaers  of  war,  tbey  will  be  hung  as 
pirates,  for  cruising  without  commissiocs. 

Mr.  H.  said,  he  did  not  know  but  this  measure 
might  lead  to  war.  He  did  not  know  whether 
the  measures  already  taken  might  not  lead  to  an 
open  and  declared  war.  This  was  no  argument 
with  him  against  them.  He  did  not  think  war 
the  greatest  evil  that  co^d  befall  a  coanlry.  He 
thought  to  be  subjected  to  tribute  and  plunder, 
greater.  To  have  our  Envoys  one  after  anotho' 
Kicked  out  of  a  country ;  to  be  obliged  to  sur- 
render oar  rights  and  independence  at  the  feet  of 
a  proud  and  oppressive  nation,  are  greater  evils 
than  war  ;  and,  to  avoid  these  calamities,  be  de- 
clared hiin»e)f  reedy  to  go  to  war.  He  wished 
to  avoid  it  so  long  as  iteonld  be  done  with  honor; 
but  when,  the  question  is  whether  oar  national 
lights  shall  be  presved,  and  the  respectability  of 
out  Government  be  maintained  in  the  eyes  of 
foreign  nadDna,  or  we  shall  go  to  war,  he  should 
not  be  for  abiding  by  an  insecure  and  inglorious 
peace.    HeshouM  feel  himself  everlastingly  dis- 

Keed  by  such  conduct;  and  not  only  himself, 
the  people  of  thb  country.  Mr.  H.  did  not 
bdieve  that  the  honor  of  a  country  was  to  be  sup- 
ported by  speeches  such  as  they  had  this  day 
tteaid,  oi  by  calling  war  the  ^itatest  calamitv 
that  ciu  befitll  a  oountry;  but  it  is  by  acbnowl 


edging  that  there  are  greater  calamities  than  war, 
and  that  to  avoid  them,  war  ought  to  be  made. 

The  gentleman  from  Maryland,  Mr.  H.  said, 
had  talked  as  if  it  was  in  our  power  to  sa^  whe- 
ther we  will  have  war  or  not  We  kaow,  indeed, 
that  we  may  be  sufiered  to  remaio  at  peace,  if  we 
will  consent  to  pay  a  tribote ;  a  tribute  equal  to 
the  rapacity  of  our  taskmasters ;  but,  for  one,  he 
would  spurn  peace  from  him  on  those  terms,  and 
he  trusted  the  American  peo[de  woidd  also  sptm 
it  from  them,  among  whom,  he  doubted  not,  the 
gentiemaa  from  Maryland's  cODStitDents  would 
be  the  first.  Unless  we  choose  to  get  into  a  simi- 
lar situation  with  Holland  and  the  Cisalpine^  we 
have  no  choice.  War  is  made  upon  ui,  a&d  oar 
Envoys  are  told  that  no  cessation  of  it  ahftU  take 
place  until  we  consent  to  pay  a  Uibute,  and%  aoi- 
pansioix  of  this  war  ii  refused,  even  until  they 
should  apply  for  instructions  to  their  Qoven- 
ment ;  and  notwithstanding  this,  genilonen  talk 
of  the  evils  of  war!  Whence  such  conduct  1 
Where  is  the  spirit  which  animated  gentlemen  in 
the  year  17761  He  would  not  dive  into  Ike  mo- 
tives of  geptlemen.     Ood  forbid ;  but  the  expres- 


other  efiect  than  to  prepare  the  people  for  a  b — 
surrender  of  their  rights,  and  uiuimiled  submia- 

The  gentleman  from  Maryland  asks,  What  are 
our  means  for  warl  He  wotild  answer,  our  cou- 
rage is  our  means.  When  assailed  by  an  eoemf 
in  1775,  our  courage  enabled  us  to  triumph  ova 
a  natioa  which  lud  lately  humbled  the  Power 
which  now  threatens  to  overwhelm  us ;  at  a  time 
when  we  were  not  half  our  present  numbers,  whea 
we  had  no  Qovemment,  or  knowledge  of  each 
other,  when  our  coiAage  vras  all  that  we  had  to 
rely  upon.  For  three  years  we  maintained  our 
struggle,  and  captured  an  invading  army,  and  then 
an  insidious  band  Was  held  out  to  us  by  Ftascc^ 
which  might  have  the  appearance  of  aiding  oi, 
when  our  difficulties  were  about  to  come  to  t 

This,  said  Mr.  H.,  ought  to  be  our  conduct  now; 
and  instead  of  inquiring  what  are  our  means  for 
defence,  we  ought  to  inquire  into  the  necesaily  (or 
resistance  1  And  if  gentlemen  a^ed  this  qaea- 
tioE,  be  would  refer  them  to  the  papers  on  tlta 
table;  he  would  refer  them  to  what  has  takes 
place,  and  is  taking  place  everv  da]r  on  the  oeesn, 
and  to  all  the  scenes  on  the  other  side  of  the  At- 
lantic. But  we  are  told  that  we  are  the  only 
Power,  except  Great  Britain,  (who  will,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  soon  be 
overcome,)  who  resist  the  boundless  ambition  of 
Prance.  This,  in  his  opinion,  was  honorable  to 
America;  (hat  she  should  singly  disdain  to  lay 
her  neck  upon  the  block  of  her  imperious  H»emy. 
This  gave  him  additional  pride  in  the  name  ot 
American,  and  it  would  add  to  the  glory  of  the 
American  character. 

The  resolution  having  been  taken — and  he  had 
no  doubt  the  people  of  America  had  taken  il — to 
resist  the  demands  of  France,  he  trusted  our  mewM 
would  be  called  forth  to  meet  the  crisis  as  m 
ought ;  thoae  meena,  he  believed,  would  be  foa|td 


DiqinzedhyGoOt^le 


2073 


HISTORY  OP  CONGRESS. 


Jolt,  1798.] 


Pntection  of  Commerce. 


[H.o 


ample,  if  the  eoungs  of  the    peofJe    _.. 

damped  by  such  language  as  had  this  day  been 
heard. 

If,  Mr.  H-  wid,  out  preparetiona  for  defence 
should  brJDg  war  upou  us,  it  will  not  be  our  fault. 
The  world  would  testify  in  our  behalf.  Indeed, 
that  war  has  already  commenced.  It  is  in  rain 
to  disguise  the  truth.  We  are  now  in  war.  It 
has  been  frequently  ^d  that  it  was  uoaToidable, 
br  gentlemen  who  now  are  craitinnally  preaching 
aDOnt  preserving  peace.  If  this  law  were  not  to 
pass,  we  ihouid  still  be  in  war^-a  war  of  the  moat 
calamiioos  kind — a  war  in  which  we  are  dnable 
to  defend  ouraelves.  He  trusted,  therefore,  bince 
war  we  mait  hare,  that  the  most  vigorous  means 
would  be  pureued  to  enable  us  to  meet  it  with 
effect. 

The  gentleman  from  Maryland  is  of  opinion 
we  ought  to  hare  immediately  raised  an  army. 
He  would  soon  give  him  an  opportuuity  of  doing 
80.    He  held  a  lesolutbn  in  his  liand  which  would 


)  the  measures  which  he  should  suggest, 
would  not  only  call  for  our  most  active  exertions, 
but  would  bring  upon  as  all  the  vengeance  of  the 
Power  with  whom  we  are  at  mar.  It  will  bo  in 
vain,  therefore,  for  us  to  take  any  middle  course ; 
we  must  either  reaist  efieciually  or  submit. 

Mr.  W.  Claibobhe  said,  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  had  gone  into  a  field  of  declama- 
tion, which  shows  (he  liveliness  of  the  gentleman's 
ftncy ;  but  he  had  declined  the  use  o?  any  argu- 
menta  in  reply  to  those  of  the  gentlonan  from 
Massachusetts.  For  bimseif,  he  waa  at  a  loss  to 
know  what  part  of  the  apeecA  of  hie  friend,  from 
Maryland  conld  have  excited  so  much  displeasure 
or  resentment  in  the  mind  of  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina.  He  had  heard  that  gentlonan 
■ay,  that  war  was  the  greatest  calamity  which 
coiud  bejall  this  country,  and  that  Ibis  was  the 
otrinioo  of  bis  constituents.  The  gentlenum  from 
South  Carolina  has  asserted  the  contrary ;  bnt  be 
believed  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  could 
speak  with  greater  certainty  as  to  the  opinion  of 
his  constituents  than  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  could  possibly  do ;  and  what  wss  more, 
Mr.  0.  believed  ibis  was  the  opinion  of  the  people 
from  one  end  of  the  Union  to  the  other.  But  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland  added,  that  whilst  his 
oOBstitneutB  were  lorets  of  peace,  and  deeiroui  of 
preserving  it,  they  wovld  not  stuxnit  to  the  ag- 
graaaiens  of  anv  nation.  He  aba  added,  (and  he 
was  pleased  to  bear  the  declaration,)  that  in  case 
of  danger,  he  should  again  be  ready  to  fight  un^er 
the  baaDera  of  his  coontry. 

Where,  said  Mr.  C.  is  the  dishonor  of  soeh  sen- 
timents as  these?  If  they  aredidwaoiable,  he  par- 
took of  the  diahonor,  for  he  approved  of  th^ 
most  cordially.  He  was  perfectly  regardless  of 
■II  the  insinuation!  of  the  gentleman  from  Sootb 
Carolina  nainst  those  who  differed  from  him  in 
opinion,  He  knew  of  no  good  which  war  conld 
pioduce  to  this  country,  however  it  might  banefit 
certain  individuals. 

Hr.  C.  did  not  know  the  precise  effeeta  whieh 


I  this  bill  would  I 

hat  we  have  a  right  «  ^ 
such  a  measure  no  one  will  deny.  The  wrongs 
whieh  France  has  done  us,  he  was  ready  to  allow 
would  warrant  it ;  but  the  quesiicu  is,  does  po- 
litical expediency  require  ill  This  is  a  question 
of  the  greatest  magnitude.  Our  country  is  placed 
upon  a  dangerous  precipice,  and  one  false  step 
may  ruin  nsTorever. 

War,  Mr.  C.  said,  is  too  great  a  calamity  eagerly 
to  be  entered  upon  ;  and  that  nation  will  diaj^y 


which  may  flow  in  oonsequence  of  war,  which 
excites  the  greateat  repugnance  to  war ;  but  it  ia 
the  consequences  which  now  from  it.  Thoae  who 
lose  their  lives  in  war,  lose  less  than  those  who 
suffer  (he  hurdena  which  it  lays,  not  only  upon 
the  present,  but  future  generations.  A  large  na- 
tional debt,  and  consequent  heavy  taxes,  ore  sure 
effects  of  war. 

Mr.  C.  did  not  think  the  measures  pcc^osed  to 
be  taken  to  be  measures  of  absolute  necessity.  He 
had  not  heard  that-France  refused  to  treat  upon 
any  other  terms  than  those  of  tribute.  We  bad 
seen  that  it  was  their  wish  to  obtain  a  large  loan 
of  money  traax  us;  but  it  ia  not  true  that  they 
held  out  this  as  the  onlv  ground  upon  which  thejr 
would  treat.  He  eontessed  his  hopes  of  peace 
were  small;  but  whilst  he  could  entertain  hope 
at  all,  he  would  withhold  his  vote  from  any  mot- 
sure  which  wotitd  go  to  deprive  him  of  it  He 
believed  this  section  was  of  that  descripiioi^  and 
therefore  he  would  vote  against  it.  It  had  been 
asked  what  could  be  expected  from  this  measarc, 
since  France  'has  no  cmnmerce  ?  This  question 
baa  not  been  answered.  The  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  had  thought  proper  to  pass  it  over 

As  this  iaan  indirect  way  of  getting  at  wu',Mr. 
C.  believed  it  had  been  introduced  for  the  purpoae 
of  trying  the  aense  of  the  House  on  that  quesuoai 
and  ne  would  ask  gentlemen  whether  it  was  pro- 
per at  this  period'to  go  into  direct  war  ?  He  be- 
lieved it  was  not.  He  believed  the  American 
people  thought  so.  The  committee  had  heard  an 
eologinm  on  the  spirit  of  America;  thateulogium 
was  a  just  one.  He  did  not  think  there  was  an 
American  who  would  not  By  to  the  defence  of  bis 
country,  wheueTeritshallbeattacked;aDd  whilst 
he  wv  convinced  of  this,  he  was  not  afraid  of 
France,  or  any  qther  nation. 

The  ^ntleman  from  South  Carolina  said,  it 
was  this  spirit  which  heretofore  saved  the  coob- 
Iry,  and  asked  whether  it  was  now  Qed  1  Itishera 
7et,  said  Mr.  C,  and  it  will  always  save  America.  ' 
if  that  nation  whom  the  gentleman  from  Soodi 
Carolina  colled  our  ii^dioua  friend  in  our  strug- 
gle with  Great  Britain,  (though  the  timeW'  assist- 
ance received  from  that  nation  had  heretofore  been 
diffetentlr  spoken  of,)  shall  attack  us,  she  will 
meet  with  the  same  fate  which  she  saw  our  for- 
mer enemy  meet.  Bat  when  gentlemen  speak  of 
insidioiis  friends,  he  wished  them  to  bawaieof 
another  insidiouB  friend.  He  boned  if  this  coun- 
try most  go  tn  war,  that  we  ahonid  fight  our  own 
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battles,  without  aay  foreign  coDDexions;  and  if 
it  did  come,  he  would  aaiure  the  geDtleman  from 
South.  Carotins,  that  he  himself  would  not  meei 
it  more  cheerfully,  nor  join  in  it  more  heartily 
than  he  (Mr.  C.)  would  enter  ihe  embattled 
KokK.  Bat  if  it  were  possible  to  avert  Ihe  evil  of 
war  from  the  country,  it  was  still  his  earnest  wish 

Mr.  Dana  adverted  to  what  was  said  by  the 
eentleman  from  Tennessee  respecting  his  beiog  a 
lorer  of  peace  and  tranquillity.  If  bis  manner, 
however,  was  to  be  considered  as  parliculftrly 
crineiTe  of  his  moderation  and  loTe  of  peace,  the 
most  extravagant  fanc^r  could  aoi  easily  imagine 
what  must  be  the  mamfestation  of  his  zeal  when 
in  favor  of  war. 

The  geDtleman  from  Tennessee  has  called  the 
measure  under  consideration  an  indirect  mode  of 

Kiting  at  warjaud  the  gentleman  from  Maryland 
s  culed  it  a  subterfuge.  Why  is  such  language 
employed  ngaioat  iti  By  the  law  of  nations,  we 
are  justiGa^  in  saying  that  all  the  public  and 
private  armed  vessels  of  the  United  States,  under 
certain  conditions,  may  be  employed  to  sweep  from 
(he  ocean  the  Prencn  corsairs  that  plunder  our 
commerce.  The  scope  of  the  bill  is,  to  authorize 
our  armed  vessels  to  subdue  and  bring  into  port 
thue  corsairs,  wherever  found  upon  the  high  seas, 
without  watting  until  ihey  attack  our  merchant 
vessels.  This  is  the  direct  iuteniioD  of  the  bill. 
And  is  it  not  perfectly  intelligible  to  any  gentleman 
who  understands  the  force  of  language  f  Oenile- 
men  may  call  the  measure  "  war  direct,"  or  whai- 
erer  they  may  think  proper.  He  was  not  solicit- 
ous about  the  name.  The  object  of  the  bill,  was 
too  plain  to  countenance  any  idte  of  its  being 
concealed  or  mistaken  in  that  House,  and  it  was 
clearly  vindicaUe.  An  act  of  Conaress  has  al- 
ready provided  that  our  public  vessels  may  be  in- 
structed 10  capture  French  corsairs,  wherever  they 
are  fonnd  hovering  on  our  coast  for.  the  purpose 
of  depredating  on  our  commerce.  The  first  sec- 
tion of  this  bill  goes  further ;  it  authorizes  out 
public  vessels  to  capture  such  conairs  wherever 
tfaey  can  be  found,  without  any  restriction  as  to 
out  coasts.  To  that  section  the  gentlemen  have 
not  objected ;  yet  the  present  section  is  objected 

r'nst,  because  ii  proposes  to  give  the  same  au- 
ity  to  our  private  armed  vessels  when  duly 
commissioned.  And  will  any  gentleman  say  that 
it  is  proper  to  allow  this  power  to  the  one,  and 
that  It  is  DOE  proper  to  allow  it  to  the  other  1  Can 
the  gentlemen  beignorant  that  both  depend  on  the 
same  principles  1  Both  descriptions  of  vessels  are 
to  act  for  tbe  same  general  purpose,  nnder  the 
same  national  authority,  and  in  virtue  of  commis- 
sions from  the  same  Government. 

The  gentleman  from  Maryland  has  said  that 
the  measnre  proposed  in  this  section  would  be 
making  war,  and  yet  he  admits  that  granting 
letten  of  maraue  and  reprisal  would  be  consistent 
with  a  state  or  peace.  It  must,  however,  be  evi- 
dent that  the  present  is  a  measure  less  offensive 
thun  the  i^taoting  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal 
iudiseriminatdy  against  French  vessels;  for  it  is 
Kstrieted  to  captuiiog  armed  vesasels,  such  as 


may  be  rationally  consid^ed  as  employed  Ux 
committing  depredations  on  our  commerce,  in- 
deed, it  is  of  the  nature  of  limited  reprisal ;  for 
what  is  a  letter  of  reprisal,  as  understood  bv  wri- 
ters on  national  law'}  Ii  is  a  written  autAimtf, 
under  the  seal  of  the  Qovemment,  for  aeizintf 
property  belongiiv  to  a  foreign  natiob,  and  isanea 
m  consequence  ofprerious  lojary  committed  or 
sanctioned  on  the  ^rt  of  that  nation  against  the 
Qovenmient  giantiog  the  authority,  or  againit 
individuals  entitled  to  its  protection.  The  prop- 
for  securing  indemaification  for 
such  injury  ;  and,  where  there  is  no  rational  hmie 
of  otherwise  obtaining  satiafiiciion  from  the  for- 
eign Power,  it  may  be  lawfully  condeutaed  and 
disposed  of.  This,  iu  relation  to  (he  Oovemment 
ana  to  individuab.  is  now  our  situitioa  as  it  in- 
spects France.  This  section  is  intendedaa  a  pro- 
vision toward  protecting  otu  commerce  against 
future  depredations,  and  may  possibly  tend,  ia 
z  very  inconsiderable  degree,  to  compensate  a 

C  of  the  enormous  injuries  already  suffered.  He 
id  it  would  be  adopted. 
Mr.  R.  WiLLiANa  believed  (bis  measnre  to  bea 
branch  of  that  stock,  which  had  long  since  been 
set  out  upon,  and  which  had  in  view  a  war  with 
Fmnce;  therefore,  it  appeared  to  him  as  il'  all 


argument  were  unnecessary,  as  he  believed  gen- 
tlemen fixed  their  measures  pretty  certainlybaore 
they  hronght  tfaem  before  the  House.    Debate 


he  thought  it  perfecilv  useless,  if 

be  arguing  a  point  which  a  majority  have  am 


therefore,  is  useless,  except  as  it  serves  to  enlight- 
en the  public  mind  on  snbjects  which  come  before 
Congress. 

Mr.  W.  believed  that  a  majority  in  Congress 
were  determined  upon  war.  They  had,  donbtlesa, 
^ooi.  reasons  for  having  thus  determined,  thoogh 
«  could  not  see  them ;  and  that  being  tne  CMC, 
■        ■  -   -■         .       -  .-     .g^„ 

themselves  ItHig  since  determmed.  He  hopM, 
therefore,  this  question  would  be  uken  withint 
further  debate.  It  wis  his  opinion  that  gentlenien 
will  be  much  mistaken,  if  tney  think  their  con- 
stituents will  be  as  ready  to  go  to  war  as  they 
seem  to  be.  If  they  were  got  into  war,  he  be- 
lieved thej  would  not  be  for  carrying  on  a  war 
of  extermiikation  ;  they  would  hot  lose  sight  oi 
the  happy  state  of  peace  which  they  had  lately 
enjoyed. 

Gentlemen  must  suppose,  Mr.  W.  said,  that  the 
commiltee  did  not  comprehend  the  difference  be- 
tween offence  and  defence,  when  thev  called  this 
measnre  a  measure  of  defence.  Wnat  1  aaid  he, 
can  it  be  a  defensive  measure  to  fit  out  veawls  (br 
the  express  purpose  of  sailing  all  over  die  ocean 
in  search  of  the  vessels  of  France,  in  order  to  at- 
tack and  capture  them?  If  he  understood  the 
term  offensive,  this  is  offensive  war;  and  though 
he  believed  the  people  of  this  conntry  will  alwap 
be  ready^  with  their  persons  and  property,  to 
support  a  defensire  war,  he  could  not  believe 
that  they  would  so  readily  engage  in  aa  ol&naive 

Gentlemen  have  «id,  that  those  who  have  been 
opposed  to  certain  measures,  have  called  them  war 
meuurea,  and  said  if  they  were  carried  inloefi^l, 
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the;  wouid  certainly  produce  war ;  and  yet  Ihej' 
now  Bay  we  are  not  ai  war,but  wish  still  loaroid  it. 
Mr.  W.  said,  this  was  all  petfecay  consiatent. 
The  measures  which  bad  been  proposed,  ihe'y  ap- 
preheoded,  would  prodace  war;  but  they  have  not 
yet  had  time  to  produce  their  effect ;  and  though 
It  was  the  possible,  it  may  not  be  the  certain  effecL 
But  there  could  be  no  doubt,  that  a  measure  which 

S«a  to  direct  our  vessels  to  hunt  up,  whererer 
ey  can  be  found,  French  vessels,  for  the  pur- 
poee  of  attacking  and  taking  them,  most  be  direct 


«ry  1       

in  the  question  before  the  committee?  Certainly 
not.  Could  we  not  sa,y  positively  to  France  we 
will  not  pay  yon  tribute;  and,  if  you  attempt  to 
enforce  it,  we  are  ready  to  defend  ourselves  1 
The^e  sort  of  questions  cotild  only  be  calculated  to 
deceive  the  jraolic  mind,  and  to  lead  persons  unac- 

anainted  with  ibeir  characters,  to  believe  that 
lere  are  certain  persons  in  Congress  wbo  wish  to 
pay  a  tribute  to  France. 

Mr.  W.  supposed,  from  what  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  had  said,  that  he  held  in  his 
hand  a  declaration  of  war.  If  he  does,  let  him 
bring  it  forward,  and  then  not  only  the  members 
of  that  House,  bat  the  connlry  at  large,  would  nn- 
dentand  what  was  meant  to  be  done.  Hitherto 
the  gnuid  object  of  gentlemen  had  been  to  induce 
the  Honae  to  do  ose  thing,  which  would  oblige 
them  to  do  another,  until  matters  were  brought  to 
the  present  awful  crisis. 

Mr.  Edhoko  said,  the  reproach  which  the  gen- 
tleman last  up,  had  cast  upon  certain  members,  as 
wishing  to  involve  the  country  ia  war,  did  not  fall 
upon  him.  He  could  say,  with  truth,  that  he  was 
as  great  a  friend  of  peace,  and  loved  his  ease  as 
much  as  any  man,  and  deprecated  «■  much  the 
evils  consequent  on  a  state  of  war;  at  the  same 
time,  he  must  acknowledge  that  he  loved  the  hon- 
or, the  interest,  and,  above  all  things,  the  inde- 
pendence  of  his  country ;  and  whenever  bd  attempt 
was  made  to  deprive  us  of  these,  were  he  to  be 
indifferent  as  to  the  event,  the  blood  he  shed  in 

SinioR  that  independence  would  rise  up  a^inst 
ax.  He  did  not  wish,  however,  to  be  hurned  on 
with  passion  in  so  serious  a  concern^  though,  he 
mast  own,  he  found  some  difficulty  m  repressing 
it.  He  knew  it  was  proper  to  exercise  candor  in 
considering  so  important  a  question,  and  to  lake 
into  view  the  whole  train  of  events  which  had  led 
to  our  present  dispate  with  France.  It  would  take 
np  too  much  of  tie  time  of  the  committee  to  go 
into  an  enumeration  of  all  these  circumstances. 
They  are  in  the  mem<wy  of  every  man,  and  must 
make  ■  strong  impression  upon  it.  Nor  need  he 
recapilnlate  tu  measures  which  have  been  taken 
by  Congress,  relative  to  this  subject.  Gentlemen 
had  been  charged  with  insidiously  leading  mat- 
ters from  one  stage  to  another  until  they  had 
brought  the  conutty  to  the  precipice  of  war.  He 
knew  of  no  measure  which  had  been  taken  that 
bad  not  been  strictly  defensive.  Mr.  E.  eoume- 
nted  the  diSbrent  measures  which  had  been  an- 
tkorized ;  aJI  which,  he  said,  were  strictly  warrant- 


able for  defence.  And,  does  this  bill  go  any  fur- 
ther 1  No.  The  first  section  proposed  something 
further ;  but  it  is  not  yet  law.  If  yon  take  that  sec- 
tion, you  must  take  tbe  following  one,  now  under 
conaideratioo ;  and  the  qtiestion  is,  whether  you 
will  authorize  private-armed  vessels  to  the  same 
extent  that  you  have  authorized  our  pablic-armed 
vessels  to  go.    This  power  is  not  proposed  to  be 

fiven  indiscriminately  to  all  merchant  vessels; 
ut  the  owner  and  nuister  are  to  be  bound  in  a 
heavy  penalty  that  the  vessel  so  armed  and  in- 
structed shall  not  do  any  act  which  shall  involve 
the  country  in  war  with  any  other  nation.  Is  thi^ 
he  asked,  a  declaration  of  war  against  Prance? 
No  such  thin^.  The  right  to  put  armi  on  board 
our  vessels,  with  which  to  defend  themselves,  is 
founded  on  reason  and  the  principles  of  self-de- 
fence ;  and  to  deny  this,  would  be  to  deny  the  jus- 
tice of  the  principles  upon  which  the  Government 
itself  is  founded ;  for,  if  Government  declined  pro-  ' 
teciing  its  eitixens,aDd  [H'ohibited  them  fromjiro- 
tecdng  themselves,  it  would  operate  an  injury 
instead  of  a  benefit  to  the  people;  but,  having 
authorized  onr  public-armed  veMels  to  act  in  the 
manner  proposed  in  this  bill,  it  was  pursuing  the 
same  line  only,  to  give  the  authority  to  pnvate- 
armed  vessels  also. 


Elorable  situation  for  war.  This,  he  did  not  ac- 
nowledge  to  be  true ;  but  if  it  were  true,  was  that 
any  reason  why  this  tectiun  of  the  bill  ought  not 
to  be  agreed  to?  If  we  have  neither  arms  nor 
ships,  and  Philadelphia  and  onr  other  large  cities 
are  liable  at  any  time  to  be  laid  under  contribu- 
ti<ni,  is  that  any  argument  against  armii^  such 
vessels  as  we  have,  against  the  enemy?  Cer- 
tainly not.  In  proportion  as  we  are  weaL  we 
ought  to  call  ont  every  means  which  we  nave 
in  oar  power  to  resist  the  attack  of  a  powerful 
enemy.  He  hoped,  therefore,  the  section  would 
be  retained.  ^ 

Mr.  8.  Smith  entertained  a  high  respect  for 
the  gentleman  last  up.  The  part  be  took  in  oor 
Revolutionary  war  was  honorable  to  him ;  and  he 
did  not  think  any  enmity  ought  to  exist  between 
them  on  account  of  their  present  difference  of 


their  different  educations  or  employments,  or  sc 
other  cause,  bnt  certainly  ought  not  to  be  ill- 
thought  of.  He  believed  tbe  gentleman  from 
Connecticut  perfectly  sincere  in  his  opinion ;  and 
it  wonld  be  no  more  than  candid  were  that 
gentleman  to  believe  the  same  with  respect  to 
himself. 

Mr.  5.  said,  tfae-manner  in  which  the  business 
of  defence  is  conducted,  is  somewhat  remarkable. 
Two  months  a^,  anew  regiment  of  artillery  was 
ordered  to  be  raised,  yet  not  one  man  is  engaged. 
About  the  same  time,  a  very  considerable- appro- 
priation was  made  for  tbe  erection,  completion, 
and  repair,  of  fortifications ;  bat  a  shovel  full  of 
earth  has  not  been  dug  in  panuanee  of  that  grant. 
When  he  saw  this  dilatoriness  of  conduct,  was  it 
not  a  good  reason  for  putting  off  war  (o  as  great  « 
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diaunce  as  possible  7    He  wished  lo  be  considered 
■3  acting  from  these  motives. 

He  was  inclined  to  believe  tbat  the  gentlemen 
from  South  Carolina  and  Connecticut  both  con- 
sidered this  section  aa  merelf  giving  a  power  to 
tr  merchant  vessefs,  where- 


a  description  of  armed  vesselsEe  never  wished 
see  in  tbis  country,  as  they  are  no  better  than  legal 
pirates. 

Gentlemen  need  not  be  surprised  that  they  are 
charged  with  bringing  measures  forward,  step  by 
step,  OS  that  must  he  evident  to  the  world.  A  few 
days  ago  it  was  proposed  that  merchant  vessels 
should  have  a  right  to  attack  and  capture  French 
Teasels,  which  was  rejected.  If  that  had  been 
carried,  there  would  hare  been  no 


Mr.  8.  said,  he  had  very  frequently  attended  to 
the  speeches  of  the  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina with  respect  to  the  present  situation  of  the 
-country  ;  ana,  he  must  own,  he  considered  them 
all  as  mere  declamation,  and  the  same  thing  over 
and  over  agaiui  He  speaks  in  general  terms  of 
the  aggressions  of  France,  which  nobody  denies, 
and  concludes  with  asking  whether  gentlemen  are 
prepared  to  surrender  their  liberty  and  independ- 
ence 7  The  gentleman  will  find  that  no  one  will 
answer  in  the  affirmative.  He  (hen  asks,  whether 
gentlemen  are  prepared  to  pay  a  tribute  i  Nobody 
ever  thought  or  such  a  thing,  But,  he  says,  there 
is  no  way  of  preserving  our  liberty  and  independ- 
ence but  by  paying  a  tribute,  or  going  to  war.  If 
Mr.  8.  thought  so,  be  woula  have  taken  stronger 
measures  than  had  been  taken.  He  would  have 
declared  war  at  once,  but,  so  long  as  he  entertain- 
ed a  different  opinion,  be  would  oppose  every  mea- 
Bure  like  the  present.  He  did  not  think  the  asser- 
tion of  gentlemen  on  this  head  could  be  supported 
by  a  recurrence  to  the  despatches  on  the  table,  to 
which  they  appeal.  He  thourht  the  last  of  those 
despatches  discovered  thai  there  existed  in  the 
Directory  a  willingness  to  treat  with  us.  What 
he  said  on  this  subject,  it  wa?  true,  was  a  mere 
matter  of  opinion;  but  he  believed  that  a  treaty 
would  be  onered  to  Mr.  Gerry,  which  this  country 
might  with  honor  accept;  and,  believing  this^  he 
would  vote  for  no  measure  which  would  tena  to 
widen  the  breach  between  the  two  countries. 

Mr.  S.  said,  if  we  were  going  to  war  with  a 
Power,  against  whom  we  could  strike  an  effectual 
blow,  so  ai  to  disable  him,  in  some  measure,  during 
the  remskinder  of  the  war,  he  might  have  been  in 
favor  of  a  declaration  of  war  long  since ;  but  as 
this  is  not  the  casCj  he  was  against  getting  the 
country  into  a  war,  from  which  it  could  not  easily 
recede;  for  however  acceptable  this  Congress 
inight  be  for  getting  the  country  into  war,  he  be- 
lieved the  next  would  be  more  so,  if  it  shall  be 
able  to  reinstate  the  country  in  peace. 

Mr.  Gali^tin  said,  it  was  true  that  this  debate 
had  luted  a  long  time ;  it  had  continued,  with 
little  intezmission,  for  two  months.  If  gentlemen 
who  are  in  favor  of  the  second  section  of  this  bill, 
had  brought  forward  their  whole  system  at  once, 
it  would  nave  been  a&med  or  negatived  under 


one  debate,  and  there  would  have  been  an  end  of 
it;  but  [hey  have  chosen  to  divide  the  question 
of  war  into  anumberof  sections,and  each  section 
into'a  number  of  smaller  parcels.  Of  course  most 
of  those  gentlemen  who  would  have  been  ainiDst 
the  whole  together,  have  been  against  all  the 
parts.  Why  the  whole  had  not  been  brought  for- 
ward t<^ther  he  did  not  know. 

What,  said  Mr.  G.,  is  this  section  t  It  is  an  au- 
thority to  private  armed  vessels  to  take  every 
armed  vessel  of  France  they  meet  with.  Had  the 
committee  forgotten,  he  asked,  that  a  few  day» 
ago,  the  House  had  a  bill  before  them  authorizing 
the  arming  of  merchant  vessels  against  French 
depredations  7  Bv  that  bill  it  was  provided  tbat 
our  vessels  should  resist  and  captiu-e  anv  French 
vessel  that  should  make  an  attack  upon  tnem.and 
recapture  such  of  our  vesaelK  as  shall  have  beeo 
taken  by  French  armed  vessels.  An  amendment 
was  then  proposed  lo  anthorize  our  vessels  lo  at*  • 
lack  and  destroy  any  such  vessel  as  may  have 
made  capture  of  our  vessels.  This  proposition 
was  less  extensive  than  the  present ;  but  it  wax 
rejected— 47  lo  28.  Five  of  the  Committee  for 
the  Protection  of  Commerce  attd  the  Defence  of 
the  Country  voted  against  it.  The  gentleman 
from  Connecticut  himself,  though  in  favor  of  this 
measure,  voted  against  iL  Wliy  did  thev  not  at 
that  time  bring  the  subject  under  consideration, 
and  why  vote  to  reject  a  measure  which  did  not 
go  so  far  as  the  present  1  Or  why  had  there  been 
a  majority  in  favor  of  striking  out  the  word  araied 
in  the  first  section  of  this  bill  1  He  could  not  t^ 
why,  if  the  thing  be  right  now,  it  was  not  right 
then. 

The  section  of  itself,  Mr.  Q.  said,  was  of  no  real 
use ;  it  could  only  serve  as  a  link  in  the  chain  of 
war;  as  itcould  not  be  believed  tbatanymerchant 
vessel  of  the  United  Slates  would  ^  on  privateer- 
ing. There  could  be  ao  temptation  for  them  to 
hunt  vp  privateers  for  the  purpose  of  fighting 
them.  He  did  not  know,  therefore,  why  it  was 
brought  before  (he  committee ;  or,  if  it  was  to 
have  been  decided,  why  was  it  not  brought  be- 
fore when  the  subject  was  under  discussion  1 

Mr.  G.  said,  he  did  not  mean  to  have  said  any- 
thing in  opposition  to  this  bill,  but  to  have  voted 
acaJnst  it,  as  he  should  vote  against  everything 
else  of  a  like  tendency  until  he  knew  the  termi- 
nation of  our  negotiation  by  Mr.  Gerry. 

Mr.  Ebhond  said,  geotlemen  complain  thai 
measures  have  been  brought  forward  step  by  step. 
They  might  have  found  a  reason  for  this  in  candor. 
GcDttemen  have  said,  if  yon  mean  to  go  lo  war, 
why  not  come  forward,  and  declare  it  at  once ; 
and  if  that  had  been  done,  what  theni  They 
would  have  voted  against  it  Which  was  the 
same  thing  -as  if  they  had  said,  we  will  prevent 
you  from  doing  anything  for  the  defence  of  the 
country  if  we  can.  It  was  then  left  for  others  to 
determine  what  measures  were  necessary  to  -be 
taken  for  our  defence;  and,  in  order  lb  get  any- 
thing, they  had  been  obliged  to  bring  forwara 
such  measures  as  they  thought  most  likely  topas^ 
and  this  will  aceotmt  for  onr  means  o(  defenee 
having  been  proposed  by  degrees.    Add  to  tbii, 
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that  almosl  vverj  dajr  haj  brought  ua  new  ac- 
COunEs  of  inaulls  and  iajuries  committed  against 
Ds.  So  that  he  was  himselT  ready  to  lake  stepa 
now  that  he  should* have  taken  with  great  reluc- 
tance three  months  ago. 

Aa  to  the  hopes  which  gentlemen  say  they  en- 
tertain of  a  treaty  being  accomplished,  he  enter- 
tained  lune  inch.  He  bad  no  confidence  in,  or 
expectation  from,  the  French  Gorernment. 

Mr.  Sewall  was  so  sensible  that  the  patience 
of  the  committee  waa  exhausted  from  a  long  de- 
bate on  this  subject,  that  he  should  avoid  any 
general  obserratioiiB  upon  it;  but  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylrania  had  made  such  a  represetita- 
tion  of  the  courae  of  this  business,  that  be  felt  him' 
■elf  called  upon  to  make  some  reply.  This,  he 
savs,  is  only  a  repetition  of  the  question  tried  the 
'  other  day,  though  the  gentleman  cannot  but  recol- 
lect that  the  question  was  not  then  on  commis' 
sioning  merchant  vessels ;  and  that  the  power  to 
attack  is  here  confined  to  commissioned  vesseU. 
This  matter  was  settled  by  treaty  ;  in  one  of  our 
treaties  even  the  sum  for  which  sureties  was  to 
be  provided,  and  the  number  of  sureties,  was  de- 
eetmlned.  These  commissions,  issued  by  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States,  are  no  more  than 
powers  for  private  vessels  to  do  all  that  the  public 
armed  vessels  are  authorized  to  do ;  and  certainly 
the  power  given  one  could  be  no  more  a  war 
measure  than  when  given  to  the  other.  Indeed, 
he  believed  both  might  be  considered  as  war,  if 
Fraocechoseso  to  consider  them.  It  was  Iroe  the 
committee  had  brought  measures  gradually 'for- 
ward, but  he  deniea  that  any  of  ihem  could  be 
construed  into  offensive  war.  The  vessels  of 
France  have  attacked  and  taken  vessels  of  die 
United  States  on  the  high  seas ;  we  therefore  only 
met  hei  on  her  own  ground,  by  ordering  our  ves- 
sels to  take  the  vessels  of  France.  An  atuck  is 
neither  authorized  upon  her  shores,  nor  upon  her 
merchant  vessels;  and  so  far,  according  to  the 
laws  of  oaiions  and  common  sensej  must  be 
deemed  defensive  war.  War  it  is,  but  it  was  first 
made  upon  us  by  France ;  and  the  moment  France 
ceases  to  make  hostility  upon  us,  our  hostility 

r'nst  her  will  cease  also;  but  if  we  were  to  de- 
>  war,  Congress  must  meet  again  before  war 
could  cease.  He  thought,  therefore,  this  measure 
ought  to  be  agreed  to. 

The  question  on  striking  out  the  section  was 
pat  and  negatived— 41  to  %. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  moved  to  amend  the  section,  so 
as  that  the  authority  should  only  extend  to  mer- 
chant yessels,  and*  not  to  privateers,  as  ^enllemen 
seemed  to  suppose  that  was  the  intention  of  the 

Mr.  Sbwall  hoped  this  motion  would  sot  pre- 
vail. The  gentleman  from  Maryland  misunder- 
stood him  if  he  understood  bim  to  say  that  this 
section  only  related  to  armed  merchantmen.  It 
applied  certainly  not  only  to  armed  merchantmen, 
hut  to  armed  vessels  fitted  out  for  the  purposes  of 
attack. 

Hr.  Shith's  motion  was  put,  and  negatived, 
there  beingonly  33  votes  for  it 

Mr.  D.  FoBTEB  moved  an  additional  section, 
5th  COH.— 66 


lUowtng  a  bounty  of  so  much  per  gun,  accord- 
n^  to  their  size,  on  all  guns  taken  on  bMtd  French 
invateers,  hronght  into  the  ports  of  the  United 

After  a  few  observatioot  for  and  against  this 
neosure,  it  was  negatived — 43  to  37. 

The  committee  then  rose,  and  General  Smith 
called  the  yeas  and  nays  upon  his  motion  to  strike 

It  the  second  section.     They   were  taken,  and 

and — 39  yeas,  43  nays,  as  follows: 

Tiis — Abrsham  Bsldwin,  David  Bard,  Lemuel  Ben- 
ton, Thomas  Bloont,  \)«auej  Burgea,  Thomas  Clai- 
bame,  William  Charles  Cote  Claiborne,  Jiihn  Clopton, 
Thomss  T.  Davis,  John  Davnon,  John  Fowlci,  Albert 
OallBtin,  James  Gillespie,  Andrew  Gregg,  John  A. 
Hanna,  Carter  B.  Hanison,  Joosttuui  N.  Havens,  Jo- 
•eph  H«iter,  David  Halniea,  Woitei  Jones,  Edward 
Livingaton,  Matthew  Locke,  Matthew  hjon,  Nathanial 
Haeon,  Blair  HcClenachan,  Joseph  McDowell,  John 
MiUedge,  Anthony  New,  John  Nicholas,  Homl.  Smitl^ 
WUliom  Smith,  Richard  Sprigg,  jr.,  Kichatd  ijttnibrd, 
Thomas  Sumter,  John  Ti^,  Philip  Van  CortlaDi^ 
Joseph  B.  Vamum,  Abraham  VenaUe,  and  Robert 
WiUiams. 

Nxts-^ohn  Allen,  George  Baar,  jr.,  Bailey  Bartlett, 
James  A.  Bayard,  Stephen  BoUock,  Chiistopbei  G. 
Champlin,  James  Cochian,  JoahnaCoit,  Witlisin  Crsik, 
Samuel  W.  Dona,  George  Dene,  WilliuD  £dmond,  , 
Thomas  Evana,  Abiel  Foaler,  Dwigbt  Foster,  Jonstban 
Freeman,  Henry  Gleo,  Chauncey  Goodrich,  William 
Gordon,  Roger  Griswold,  William  Bar^  Grove,  Rob- 
ert Goodloe  Harper,  Thmnaa  Hartley,  Willisin  Hind- 
man,  James  H.  Imlay,  John  Wilkes  Kittara,  Samod 
Lyman,  William  Matthews,  Harrison  G.  Otis,  Iwte 
Parker,  John  Reed,  Jas.  Schureman,  Samuel  Hewal^ 
Tbomas  Sinniekson,  Samoel  Sit^avea,  Nathaniel 
Smith,  Pdeg  Sprague,  Georgs  Thatcher,  Richard  Tho- 
mas, Mark  rhomson,  Tbamas  TiUin^iast,  John  B. 
Vsn  Alen,  and  Peleg  Wadaworth.  . 

Mr.  SpBAonB  renewed  his  motion  lo  strike  out 
the  word  ''amend,"  in    the   first   section,  before 

French  vessel,"  the  efiect  of  which  was  to  author- 
le  the  taking  of  all  French  vessels.  The  vote 
stood — yeas  31,  nays  52,  as  follows: 

Ysii— John  AUen,  David  Bnid,  Bailey  BartMt, 
Jamea  A.  Bajaid,  l;biistopher  G.  Chamfjin,  Jamea 
Coduan,  William  Croik,  William  Edmond,  Thonoa 
Evans,  Abiel  Foaler,  Dwight  Foaler,  Jonathsn  Freeman, 
Henry  Glen,  Cbianc^  Goodrich,  William  Gordon, 
Roger  Griawold,  Robert  Goodloe  Hsrper,  Thof.  Hart- 
ley, William  Hindmao,  John  Wilkes  Kittera,  Samnel 
Lymui,  Lewia  R.  Morris,  Harrison  G.  Otis,  loaac  Pa^■ 
ker,  Simnel  SilgresTes,  Fsleg  Bisagne,  Geo.  Thatchw, 
Richard  Thomas,  Mark  Thomscn,  John  B.  Van  Alai^ 
and  Peleg  Wadsworth. 

Niis— George  Baar,  jr,  Abraham  Baldwin,  Lcmnd 
Benton,  Thamoa  Blount,  Stephen  BntlOek,  Dems^ 
Surge*,  Thomas  Clsiboroe,  William  Charlei  Cote  Clot- 
borne,  John  Clopton,  Jo^oa  Coit,  Samuel  W.  Dan% 
Thomas  T.  Davis,  John  Dawson,  Geoi^  Dent,  Jotm 
Fowler,  Albert  GoUatin,  James  GiUe^ne,  Andrew  Oreg^ 
Willism  Barry  Grove,  John  A,  Hanno,  Carter  B.  Har- 
ison,  Jonathan  N.  Havens,  Joseph  Bmster,  David 
Holmes,  James  H.  Imlay,  Walter  Jones,  Edward  Uf- 
h^aton,  Matthew  Locke,  Htftheiv  Ljon,  Nalhanid 
them,  William  Matlhawa,  Blair  McGlenachon,  Joseph 
McDowell,  John  Milledge,  Anthony  New,  John  Nicbtf 
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lai,  John   Reed,    Jamei   ScburBiUBli,   Samuel   Ssmll, 


William  Smith,  Bichuil  Sprigg,  ji.,  Richud  Stanford, 
ThtKnai  SiuDtar,  Thomu  TillingbHt,  John  Tiigg,  Fbi- 
'    Hp  Van  Cattland^  Joaeib  B.  Vaniiun,  Abrahtm  Vana- 
bk,  and  Robert  William*. 

Mr.  LtviNOBTON  said,  ftt  the  date  of  onr  last 
despatches,  the  House  had  seen  that  Mr.  Gerry, 
our  only  remaioing  Commissioner  at  Paiis,  haa 
received  ao  invitation  from  the  Minister  of  For- 
ugn  Afiairs  of  the  French  Republic,  to  open  a 
negotiation  cm  the  subject  of  our  dispute  with 
.that  country.  Thejr  had  also  seen  a  letter  from 
ithat  ffeslleman  to  the  President,  and  anather  to 
fhe  French  Minister,  by  which,  it  appears,  that  he 
declines  entering  into  any  negotiatioik,  from  asap- 
poaiticD  that  his  authority  does  not  aulhorize  hilD 
'to  undertake  it.  Nor  do  the  House  learn  from 
the  Message  of  the  President,  that  he  has  given 
4iny  further  authority  to  Mr.  Gerry.  On  the  con- 
trary, from  the  tenor  of  the  Message,  the  return  of 
onr  Commissioner  could  only  be  expected,  with- 
out making  any  attempt  at  a  negotiation.  Be- 
lieving, as  he  didj  that  a  negotiation  might  be 
opened,  and  that  u  was  probable  a  treaty  mieht 
be  completed  which  it  would  be  honorable  to  Uie 
United  States  to  accept,  he  did  not  wish  to  frus- 
trate so  happy  an  event  by  any  punctilio,  because 
they  had  refused  to  treat  with  three  Envoys,  but 
are  willing  to  treat  with  one.  He  thought  it 
would  be  proper  for  this  House  lo  express  a  wish 
of  this  kind,  and  he  would  lay  a  proposition  on 
the  table  to  this  effect.  Those  who  are  of  opinion 
that  we  ought  not  to  accept  of  any  treaty  from 
France,  however  equitable,  because  that  Republic 
has  refused  to  treat  with  our  three  Commission  era, 
will,  of  course,  vote  against  it ;  but  those  who 
will  be  willine  to  preserve  the  country  in  peace 
W  an  honoraUe  treaty,  though  it  be  made  by  one 
Envoy  only,  will,  of  course,  vote  for  it.  Tb«  pro- 
position was  to  the  following  effect : 

"  Saohed,  That  a  reapectfiil  addiesa  be  pnmnled  to 
the  President  of  th«  Unit«d  Stales,  requeiting  hhn  to 
inatnict  our  remaining  Envoy  Eitraoidinary  at  Parii, 
to  proceed  in  the  negotiatioD  ofiered  to  be  opened  nith 
him  hj  the  Mini«ter  of  Foreign  Relations  of  the  French 
Kepublic,  and  to  conclude  such  a  treaty  with  him  as  he 
may  be  enabled  to  negoliate,  eonaiatenl  with  the  tenor 
of  the  initractions  of  the  Pieeident,  commnnicated  to 
this  Rouae  on  the  S3d  of  March  last" 

Though  the  mover  wished  this  resolution  to  lie 
till  to-morrow,  an  immediate  decision  was  called 
for,  and  a  good  deal  of  heat  was  shown  upon  the 
occasion.  Mr.  Dent  moved  the  previous  question 
npon  it;  but  Mr.  Livinostoh  complaininf  of  this 
node  of  proceeding,  that  motion  was  withdrawn, 
■nd  the  immediate  question  called  for ;  but  to  pre- 
Tent  an  immediate  decision,  Mr.  L.  withdrew  his 
motion,  with  a  view  he  said  of  bringing  it  for- 
vmrd  another  day. 

Adjotimed. 

ToBBDAV,  July  3. 

The  bill  farther  to  protect  the  commerce  of  the 

United  States,  vres  rwd  the  third  time  and  passed. 


Mr.  Harpeh  said,  he  held  in  bis  hand  certain 
resolutions  with  respect  to  the  defence  of  ihe 
country,  which  he  thought  it  would  be  important 
to  adopt;  because  he  considered  Congress  as  hnv- 
ing  resolved  upon  repelling  and  resisting  the  j»«- 
of  a  Power  whicn  he  had  r     ' '  ~        * 


tribute  which  they  had  offered.  Having,  there- 
fore, B  knowledge  of  the  force,  the  pride,  and  the 
perseverance  of  our  enemy,  whilst  we  are  not  di^ 
mayed  by  their  power  and  thdr  spirit,  we  ought 
to  view  It  in  all  iu  magnitude,  to  prepare  for  • 
vigorous  struggle  in  meeting  it,  and  to  resist  the 
extravagant  pretensions  of  that  nation.  That  ■wt 
may  be  thus  prepared,  he  oSenA  the  following 
resolutions  for  the  consideration  of  the  House: 

Retohed,  That  it  is  expedient  to  augment  the  Pio- 
Tiakmal  Army  of  the  Umted  States  lo  fifty  ll 


sation  of  its  staff:  inch  officsn  not  to  be  on  pay  til 
called  into  actual  aernee. 

RtmtlBtd,  That  it  is  eipedient  to  enable  the  Preaidcat 
of  the  United  States  lo  mise  immediately,  and  bring  into 
actaU  service,  one  division  of  the  said  annv,  to  oonort 
of  not  more  than  twelve  thousand  five  honored  men. 

Rooked,  That  it  ii  eipedieot  to  enaUe  the  Pren- 
dent  of  Uie  United  States  to  raise  and  bring  into  aetnal 
■enjce,  all  or  any  part  of  the  remaining  diviaious  of  dte 
■aid  army,  in  case  of  inTnsion  of  soj  part  of  the  tori- 
tory  of  the  United  Stales,  or  of  imminent  danger  of 
sadi  invasion,  in  his  opinion  conceived  to  eiist. 

Ruohtd,  That  it  u  erpedienl  to  enable  the  Pieai- 
dent  of  the  United  States  to  raise  immediately,  and  bring 
into  actual  service,  a  corps  of  non-comnuasioned  Mctn 
for  those  divisioiu  of  die  said  simy  which  may  not  be 
inmedbtely  raiaed ;  the  ssid  corps  not  to  exceed  tbs 
number  of  twdre  hundred,  and  to  do  dnty  ai  s  separate 
eorpa  of  the  army,  until  their  aervieea  in  sU  or  any  ef 
■aid  divisions  Shsll  be  rsqoiied. 

JleioAMft  That  it  is  axpedieat  to  enable  die  PrwUcM 
of  the  United  States  to  obtein  ^pnrehas^  loan,ar«di« 
contract,  £«  the  nss  of  theUuled  Ststas,  anynmnhv 
of  vessels  erf  war,  not  exceeding  tto,  in  addition  t«  those 
anthoiiied  by  law,  and  r^sach  fbio^  not  lev 


than  thirty-two  guns  esdi,  as  be  may  judge  ai 

for  the  public  service,  and  lo  man  sod  equip  the  same. 

Reaohtd,  That  it  is  eipedieat  to  enaUs  the  Prasidsat 
of  the  United  States  to  establish  one  o(  m<m  doek-yasdi 
f(»  the  use  of  the  United  Ststex,  with  suitable  butWi^ 
for  marine  stores,  srsensls,  and  maguiiMa. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  till  to-morrow.- 
MR.  GERRY'S  MISSION. 

Mr.  LivTNOBToN  again  laid  the  resolution  npon 
the  table,  which  he  offered  and  withdrew  yester- 
day, proposing  an  address  to  the  President.  He 
said  he  should  not  himself  call  it  up  at  present; 
but  if  any  other  gentleman  chose  (o  do  so,  be 
should  not  object  to  it. 

The  SpEAKEa  said,  that  the  ^nlleman  mast 
know  that  when  a  propMition  is  offered  to  the 
House,  it  is  offered  for  decision. 

The  question  being  londly  called  fi>t, 
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to  this  resolutioD,  ia  the  following  wordi, 
"aDd  in  cue  the  said  Enroy  shul  have  heen 
ordered  out  of  the  FTeoch  Republic,  oi  taken  |nto 
custody,  thoD  with  such  other  penoa  or  peraoas  as 
the  French  Directory  may  select." 

Mr.  Thatobbb  seconded  the  motioD- 

Mr.  HAKBiaoN  hoped  the  yeaa  and  nays  would 
be  taken  upoa  tbis  amendmBnt.    Agreed  to. 

Ui.  N.  Smitb  was  sony  this  motioii  was  made. 
He  thooght  it  triiisg  with  tteaMO.  He  wished 
not  to  be.  called  to  gire  a  vote  on  so  infamous  a 
resolution  as  he  considered  this  lo  be.  [A  call  to 
order.] 

Mr.  Qtib  hoped  the  morer  of  this  amendment 
would  withdraw  it.  It  eoald  only  have  "been  in- 
tanded  to  cait  a  censure  upon  tlie  resolution — a 
censure  much  milder  than  De  should  himself  hare 
b«en  inclined  to  cast  upon  it,  which,  having  been 
done,  he  trusted  the  gentleman  would  not  place 
his  friends  in  so  disagreeable  a  situation  as  to  be 
obliged  to  vote  upon  il 

tax.  CiTTEa*  said,  the  House  must  have  seen 
ttis  object  in  making  this  motion.  The  resolution 
^hich  had  been  laid  upon  the  table  by  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York,  ins  so  abhorrent  to  all  his 
ideas  of  propriety,  that  he  had  taken  this  mode  of 
(howiogliis  disap{»obation  of  it,  in  the  strongest 
manner  in  which  be  could  do  it.  We  have,  said 
he,  sent  three  Envoys  to  the  French  Republic  io 
order  to  (enuinate  our  diSerences  with  that  na- 
tion; but  the  Directory  have  not  chosen  to  treat 
viih  these  three  GomRUssioners,  but  have  insult- 
iogly  selected  one  from  among  them,  with  whom 
they  lay  they  are  ready  to  treat,  but  upon  the  terms 
offered  to  all  (be  three.  If  this  one  Envoy  should 
he  sent  o^  or  imprisoned,  therefore,  before  the 
fresh  instructions  which  the  sentleman  from  New 
York  wishes  to  be  sent  ofC  should  be  received,  ii 
would  be  proper  that  the  Directory  should  make 
choice  of  some  other  person  with  woom  they  will 
be  willing  to  treat.    Havic^,  however,  thown  his 

E Dinted  dislike  to  the  proposition  before  the  House, 
f  the  present  motion^  he  would  withdraw  il. 
Mr.  LiviNOBTON  said,  he  would  not  have  trou- 
bled the  House  with  any  farther  observations  on 
this  motion,  if  not  forced  to  do  it  by  certain  ex- 
pressions which  had  been  used  respecting  it.  One 
gentleman  has  called  it  an  tn/amou*  resolution; 
another  had  said  that  the  motion  which  had  been 
made  and  withdrawn,  was  too  mild  a  censure 
upon  it;  another  cenileman  looked  upon  it  with 
abhorrence.  If  this  resolution  is  so  extrentely 
abhorrent,  he  should  have  been  glad  if  gentlemen 
would  have  condescended  to  have  shown  wherein 
its  abhorrence  lies.  What  is  this  resolution?  Does 
it  tend  to  dishonor  ibis  coimtry,  by  proposing  to 
OKree  with  any  degrading  terms  oSered  by  the 
JUirecIoryl  No  such  thing.  What  is  it,  but  to 
request  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  in- 
struct the  Envoy,  whom  he  himself  appointed,  to 
make  such  a  treaty  with  France  as  shall  be  con- 
•listent  with  our  honor  and  interest?  Yet  this 
resolution  is  called  mfamou*.  If  this  term  was 
Applicable  lo  his  motion,  he  was  ignorant  of  the 
meaning  of  words. 


The  SFEAKan  said,aj  the  gentleman  from  Coo- 
nccticut,  who  made  use  of  this  eipreasitm,  had 
been  oalled  to  order,  any  cematks  upon  it  WSM 
equally  out  of  order. 

Mr.  LiriNaBTON  said,  be  would  make  no  com- 
ments upon  it,  but  eonmie  bis  remarks  to  tlie  itn- 
lotion  itself.  It  was  bis  desire,  if  possible,  to  pre- 
vent a  war  with  France,  which  must  involve  thu 
country  in  rrest  distress — which  may,  perhaps, 
destroy  it,  au  for  the  sake  ofa  ponciilio.  He  was 
not  oanamed  of  this  opinion  anywhere.  It  would 
be  for  the  interest,  for  the  dignity  of  this  coDnirjr, 
to  eonclade  an  honorable  peace  with  Prance— 
more  so  than  any  war  which  we  could  possiblf 
wage.    The  fete  of  war  must  be  doubtful— the 


10  avoid  it,  if  it  could  be  avoided  with  h 

was  far  from  proposing  to  preserve  peace  at  the 
expense  of  our  honor.  All  he  wished  was  that 
the  Envoy  at  present  in  Paris  should,  if  possible, 
make  a  treaty  founded  upon  the  instructions  ori- 
ginally given.  Is  tfaer^  excteimed  he,  anything 
so  extremely  bad  in  this?  On  the  contrary,  be 
knew  il  was  the  wish  of  a  majority  of  the  people 
of  this  country  that  a  treity  should,  if  possible,  be 
made,  and  by  that  means  prevent  tne  necessity  of 

But  it  should  seem  as  if  gentlemen  were  readjr 
to  say,  that  it  is  better  to  go  (o  war  than  that  one 
of  our  Envoys  should  make  a  treaty  for  us,  as  if 
thev  were  ready  to  draw  the  sword,  oecause  three 
seals  cannot  be  put  to  a  treaty  instead  of  one.  He 
was  not  lor  doing  this,  noi  were  his  constituents; 
nor  did  he  believe  that  either  he  or  tbejr  should 
ever  be  ashamed  of  this  resolution.  It  would  al* 
ways  be  a  consolation  to  him  that  he  had  endea- 
vored to  preserve  tbe  peace  of  the  country,  so  long 
as  it  could  consistently  be  done. 

It  was  altogether  a  misrepresentation,  Mr.  L. 
said,  to  insinuate  that  the  person  whom  be  wished 
to  be  instructed  to  treat  was  appointed  by  the  Di- 
rectory ;  he  was  chosen  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  and  commissioned  by  him  with 
separate  powers.  And  yet  this  man,  thus  appoint- 
ed, is  spoken  of  as  a  man  chosen  by  the  Executive 
Directory  of  France  1  He  wished  gentlemen  to 
reconcile  this  to  themselves ;  he  could  not  do  il. 

Mr.  Matthews  thought  this  resolution  oiwht 
to  be  explained  before  gentlemen  were  called  KT 
vote  upon  it.  He.  therefore,  moved  the  follow- 
ioK  amendment :  Whereas  this  House  has  lost 
all  confidence  in  the  President  of  the  (Jniiad 
States,  and  his  desire  of  plunging  this  country  in 
all  the  horrors  of  war  with  our  gttod  friends,  is  so 
evident,  therefore  resolved,"  &c. 

This  motion  not  being  seconded,  the  yeas  and 
nays  were  taken  upon  Mr.  LiviHaaroN'a  projpoai- 
tion,  and  decided  in  the  negative,  51  to  30,  as 

Ysu— Abraham  Baldwin,  David  Bard,  Lemaal  Ben- 
ton, ThomMi  Bleout,  UttaMj  Burgei,  Thomas  Olai- 
home,  John  Cloptcn,  Thomas  T.  Davis,  John  Dawsoa, 
John  Fawkr,  Albsn  OaUalin,  Jamss  Oilla^iB,  AaAmi 
Gi«n,  CarUr  B.  HsniMHi,  Jonathan  N.  Hsvan^  J«>. 
■eph  Haistsr,  Wsllsi  Jonss,  Eldwacd  LivtBgacn.  Hrt- 
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tbew  IlOck^  MatUww  Ljon,  Nithuiisl  Huod,  Blur 
McClcnidiu],  JcMeph  McDoirell,  Anthony  New,  John 
Nicfaolu,  WUliam  Smilli.  Ricbard  Stanford,  Tfaoma 
Snmler,  John  Trigg,  and  Robtnt  Williami. 

N^i«-nIotui  Alkn,  Oeorp  Baar,  jr.,  Bailay  BaiDatt, 
Jamn  A-  Ba;aid,  David  Brooka,  Slapben  Bullock, 
Chhalopb«r  G.  Champlin,  John  Chapmaji,  WUlian 
Chailec  Cole  Claiborne.  Jamca  Codiran,  Jodma  Cmt, 
William  Ciuk,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  George  Dent,  Wil- 
liam Edmond,  Tbomai  Evana,  Abiel  Foater,  Dwight 
Foatsr,  Jooattiali  Freeman,  Henij  Oim,  Chiunce; 
Goodrich,  William  Oordim,  Roger  Griawald,  WilUaiii 
Banj  Giovi^  John  A.  Haona,  Robert  Ooodloe  Harper, 
Thomas  Hartley,  William  Hindmao,  David  Hdmea, 
H«Mkiah  L.  Homer,  Jamea  B.  Imla;,  Jidm  Wilkes 
Kitten,  Bunael  Lyman,  William  Matlhawa,  Harriion 
O.  Olia,  luac  Paiker,  John  Reed,  Jama  Schntenana 
Samoel  Sewall,  Thomai  Binniekson,  (lamuel  SilfTsaTia, 
Nathaniel  Bmith,  Peleg  Spragne,  Richard  Sprigg^  jnn., 
Oetvge  Thalcbar,  Bichaid  Thranai,  Thonua  Tilling* 
haat,  John  E.  Van  Alen,  Joaeph  B.  Tarnom,  Abnharo 
VemUe,  and  Peleg  Wadairorth. 

STATE  BALANCES. 
Mr.  Harper  laid  a  reiolutioD  upon  the  table, 
proposing  that,  if  any  Slate  indebted  lo  the  Uni- 
ted States  in  the  bataoce  o[  accounts  at  the  close 
of  the  late  war,  shall  expend  any  money  in  erect- 
ing or  enlarging  their  fortifications  upon  plana 
spproTed  by  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
■uch  sums  shall  be  considered  as  in  part  paymem 
of  the  said  balance. 

SUNDRY  BILLS. 

Mr.  LiviNOBTON  reported  a  bill  relative  to  the 
compensation  of  certain  officers  employed  in  the 
collection  of  imposts  and  tonnage;  which  was 
committed. 

Mr.  M*coN  reported  a  bill  respecting  a  light- 
house and  beacons;  and 

Mr.  SE««LLa  bill  makine  further  appropria- 
tions for  (he  additional  Davar  armament ;  both  of 
which  were  committed. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate,  in- 
formine*  the  Hotise  that  they  had  passed  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  the  valuation  of 
lands  and  dwelling  houses,  and  the  enumeration 
of  slaves  within  the  United  Slates,"  with  several 
amendment.*,  to  which  they  desire  the  concur- 
rence of  this  House. 

Mr.  W.  C.  C.  Claiborne,  from  the  managers 
appointed  the  nineteenth  ultimo,  on  the  part  of 
this  House,  to  attend  a  conference  with  the  Sen- 
ate, on  the  subject-mat  ler  of  the  amendments  de- 
I)ending  between  the  two  Houses  to  the  bill,  en- 
titled "Aq  act  providing  for  the  more  effectual 
collection  of  certain  internal  revenues  of  the  Uni- 
ted Biaies,"  made  a  report;  which  was  read  and 
coiuidered.     Whereupon, 

Raolved,  That  this  House  doth  adhere  to  their 
amendments  to  the  second  amendment  of  the 
Senate  to  the  said  bill. 

The  Hotise  proceeded  to  reconsider  the  la>.t 
amendment  of  the  Senate,  dingreed  to  by  this 
House,  and  insisted  on  by  the  Senate,  to  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  to  alter  the  time  of  making  entry 
•f  stilla,  and  for  other  purposes."    Whereupon. 


RetolTed,  That  this  House  doih  insist  on  their 
disagreement  to  the  said  amendment 
Retolved,  That  this  House  doth  agree  to  the 


C1.AIB0RNB,  Mr.  KiTTER*,  and  Mr.  Cbamplin,  be 
appointed  managers  at  the  said  conference,  on  the 
part  of  this  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  to  provide  for  the  valuation  of  lands  and 
dwelling  houses,  and  the  enumeration  of  ^re» 
within  the  United  Slates."    Whereupon, 

OrtUnd,  That  the  said  amendraeots  be  com- 
mitted to  a  Commitiee  of  the  Whole  Hoose  im- 
mediatelr. 

The  House,  aocordincly.  resolved  itself  into  the 
said  committee ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  then- 
in,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  Chair,  and  Mr:  Dent 
reported  that  ibe  committee  had,  according  to  01^ 
der,  bad  the  said  amendments  under  consideration, 
and  directed  him  to  report  10  the  Hotise  their  dis- 
agreement to  so  mnch  of  the  amcDdment  of  the 
Senate  as  proposes  to  strike  out  a  part  of  the  last 
line  of  the  proviso  at  the  end  of  the  eighth  section; 
and  their  aereemeni  to  all  the  other  ameadmrats 
to  the  said  nill. 

On  the  question  that  ine  House  do  asree  to  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House, 

It  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate,  infonn- 
ioff  the  House  that  they  have  passed  the  bill,  eo- 
lilTed  "An  act  respeciing  alien  enemies,"  with 
several  amendments  to  the  last  mentioned  biU,  to 
which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said 
amendments ;  and,  the  same  being  twice  read, 
were,  on  the  qnestion  severalty  put  thereupon, 
agreed  10  by  the  House.    Adjourned. 

WEDHEsnAY,  July  4. 

The  House  of  Representalivea  met.agreeably  Ut 
adjournment  at  ten  o'clock ;  but,  on  the  Speaker^ 
taking  the  Chair,  a  few  minutes  after  ten,  and  a 
quorum  of  membera  not  being  present — 

Mr.  Dawson  said,  as  it  was  not  usual  to  attend 
to  busLoe&s  on  (his  day,  be  hoped  the  House  would 

The  House  adjourned  accordingly. 

TBtrnsnAT,  July  6. 

The  bill  for  erecting  a  light-house  and  beacon 
and  for  placing  buoys  in  the  situations  therun 
mentioned,  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  Harper  made  s  report  on  the  or^nization 
of  the  Executive  Departmeuta,  and  a  bill  to  alter 
and  amend  several  acta  relative  to  the  establish- 
ment of  the  Treasury,  War,  and  Naval  Depart- 
ments ;  which  was  committed  for  1 


INCREASE  OF  MILTl'ARY  EBTABLISHKEHT 
On  motion  of  Mr.  S.  Suitb  the  Hoiiae  went  into 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  sUte  of  the 
Union ;  when  he  proposed  the  ftdlowing  reeolD' 
tions : 
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■■  itwojiwd,  Ai  ths  oinnion  of  thii  commitleci,  that  Iha 
Ibnr  recants  of  infantry  of  ths  pre*eiit  E«taUi>hmeiit 
bo  incraMsd  to  tan  eompaniM  mch,  each  company  to 
conuat  of  mx^  pnTatea. 

"  Rttohed,  Am  the  opmioa  of  Ihii  committee,  that 
the  Preudent  of  the  United  State*  be  aathoiited  to 
niee,  in  addition  lo  tha  pieMnt  Mililuy  Eitabludunent, 
«ight  eompaniea  of  in&ntty,  and  lix  tiDopa  of  light 
dragoona,  to  be  enliiled  for  three  yean,  or  during  the 
■Wii  wilh  Franca." 

The  first  reaolutioD  being  under  consideration, 

Mr.  3.  Smite  said,  it  would  be  recoileoted  ihat 
the  regiments  of  infantry  on  the  present  Eswblish- 
meat  had  been  reduced  to  eight  compaaies  eacb. 
He  wished  to  have  them  increased  to  ten,  which 
would  girt  an  increase  of  880  men,  with  only  six 
additional  officers.  And,  if  the  second  resolution 
was  agreed  to,  it  would  giTC  us  a  standing  army, 
with  the  troops  now  in  serrice,  of  upwards  of 
11,000  men  altogether. 

Mr.  DiYTOH  seconded  this  moboo,  because  he 
approved  of  increasing  the  regiments  from  eight 
to  ten  compaaies;  but  be  had  rather  the  raorer 
had  proposed  twelvB  additional  regiments  than 

liir.  McDowell  believed  the  first  resoJu'lion 
«onld  not  be  Tery  well  considered,  without  hav- 
ing reference  to  the  second.  He  could  see  no  rea- 
wn  for  increasing  our  Army  at  present.  He  had 
no  particular  objection  to  the  first  resolution  ;  but 
fiamng  gentlemen  are  not  prepared  to  come  to  a 
<leclaration  of  war,  he  did  not  think  it  would  be 
prudent  to  increase  our  standino;  army.  A  pro^ 
Yiaional  army,  he  said,  bad  already  been  provided, 
which  the  President  was  authorized  to  raise  when- 
-aver  he  shall  judge  our  situation  to  be  sufficiently 
farming  lo  warrant  the  measBie;  and  be  was 
«l9D  authorized  to  accept  the  service  of  volunteers 
to  an  amount  which  no  one  can  ascertain.  He, 
therefore,  thought  it  too  early  to  enter  into  a  re- 
solution of  this  kind,  unless  gentlemen  are  detet- 
mined  upon  war  at  all  events. 

Mr.  Allen  did  not  know  how  it  had  happened 
Ihat  so  few  men  had  been  assigned  to  a  company 
in  our  Military  Establishment.  In  England,  be 
believed,  there  are  100  men  10  a  company  ;  in  Aus- 
-tria  800,  and  in  France  80  or  100.  Mr.  A.  thought 
the  companies  ought  to  be  organized  with  100 
men  each,  in  order  to  allow  for  men  who  are  sick, 
Ac.  He  believed  the  army  would  be  more  effec- 
tual for  having  more  men  and  fewer  officers.  He 
therefore  moved  to  strike  out  60  and  insert  100. 

Mr.  Hartley  was  against  this  moUon.  It  was 
necessary  that  the  proportion  of  officers  should 
be  greater  in  new  regiments  than  in  old  ones.  He 
thought  the  proportion  as  reported  jostandproper. 

The  first  resolution  was  agreed  to  without  adi- 
Tision.  , 

The  second  resolution  being  under  eonsidera- 

Mr.  Gallatik  observed,  that  he  did  not  ihink 
Xhe  expression  "during  the  war"  was  correct  at  pre- 
sent. Congress  has  made  the  raising  of  a  provi- 
alonal  army  lo  depend  on  ibe  contingency  of  our 
being  at  war.  The  Constitution  says,  Congress 
«iily  shall  declare  war,  and  they  have  not  done  it ; 


neither  has  it  been  done  by  France.  He  thought 
the  provision  for  three  years  would  be  sufficient, 
without  the  words  wlkicn  he  had  mentioned. 

Mr.  Ot[8  thought  it  might  be  altered  to  read, 
"during  ihe  war  which  may  take  place  with  the 
French  Republic." 

Mr.  Venaslg  would  be  glad  lo  be  informed 
whether  eeptlemeo  meaat,  if  the  war  with  France 
contiouea  longer  tban  three  years,  soldiers  were 
lo  be  compellea  to  serve  longer ;  or  whether,  if  it 
did  not  continue  so  long  as  three  years,  they  should 
be  sooner  discharged.  Besides,  he  thought  the 
words  improper,  at  present,  as  he  did  not  consider 
this  country  ID  war  with  France.  He  tbought  it 
an  indirect  way  of  saying  this  nation  is  at  war 
with  France ;  whether  it  was  so  intended,  h« 
could  not  say.  It  would  also  be  a  question  with 
him,  whether  persons  so  enlisted  would  be  obliged 
to  serve,  since  they  would  be  enlisted  to  serve  dur- 
ing a  war  which  tiid  not  exist. 

Mr.  Davtoh  (the  Speaker)  said,  that  he  could 
never  consent  to  admitting  the  proposed  alter- 
native in  the  term  of  enlistment.  He  rememba- 
ed  too  well  the  utihappy  and  disgraceful  scenes 
which  were  exhibited  in  some  lines  of  the  Army 
during  the  Revolutionary  war,  in  consequence  (H 
tbeir  taking  the  engagements  of  the  soldiers  to 
coniiaue  in  service  for  three  years  or  during  the 
war."  As  he  wished  never  to  see  them  repeated, 
he  should  mof  e  to  strike  out  the  words  "  for  three 
vears,"  and  leave  the  engagement  of  the  troops  to 
be  raised  to  be  limited  only  by  the  cause  of  the 
augmentation  of  the  Army,  viz ;  the  existence  of 
our  differences  with  the  French  Republic.  This 
would  answer  every  purpose,  especially  as  the 
President  would  also  be  authorized  sooner  to  dis- 
charge them,  if,  in  his  opinion,  it  could  be  done 
consistently  with  the  public  safely. 

The  resolution  was  modified  so  as  to  read,  "for 
and  during  the  continuance  of  the  existing  differ- 
ences between  the  United  Slates  and  the  Trench 
Republic." 

Mr.  Dayton  moved  to  strike  out  eight  regi- 
ments and  insert  twelve. 

After  some  objections  from  Mr.  Maooh,  who 
thought  it  would  be  better  to  increase  the  niuaber 
of  cavalry  than  infantry,  the  motion  was  n^a- 
tived — 11  to  30. 

Mr.  Macon  then  moved  to  strike  out  eight  re- 
giments and  insert  seven,  and  to  strike  out  six 
troops  of  light  dragoons,  for  the  purpose  of  insert* 
ing  eigbr.  The  expense  of  two  troops  of  dragoons 
would,  be  said,  be  about  the  same  as  a  regiment 
of  infantry,  and  he  thought  more  useful. 

The  motion  was  negatived  without  a  division. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  resolution — 

Mr.  Allen  wished  to  postpone  this  resolutioi^ 
to  take  up  another.  He  had  no  idea  that  men 
could  be  got  at  the  present  pay.  He  wished  gen- 
tlemen to  look  at  the  men  which  the  United 
Slates  gel  for  four  dollars  a  month.  The  world 
does  not  exhibit  so  miserable  a  looking  set  of  men 
as  are  now  in  the  Army  of  the  United  States.  He 
wished  lo  give  such  a  pay  to  our  soldiers  as  should 
^ing  into  the  field  the  sons  of  ihe  substantial  yeo- 
manry of  die  country  aitd  the  sc 
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men  who  will  not  oiilf  fight  for  money,  but  from 
a  love  of  country  ;  at  tbe  preaent  pay  these  coald 
nol'be  got.  He  expected  the  Committee  of  De- 
fence would  have  broug-hc  forward  a.  resolution  of 
this  kind  before  this  time. 

The  Chairhan  said  the  motion  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Connecticut  could  not  be  reeeived. 

Mr.  Allen  raid,  he  should  vote  for  no  increase 
of  the  Army  until  their  pay  was  increased. 

Mr.  Dayton  expressed  his  astonishment  at  the 
language  of  the  Kentleman  from  Connecticut,  who 
was  determined  to  vote  against  a  proposition 
which  he  liked,  merely  because  anoth^,  which  it 
seems  he  likes  rather  better,  had  not  been  first 
moved  and  carried.  The  gentleman  indulged  bis 
very  warm  temper  in  making  a  furious  charge 
Vpon  all  the  members  of  the  committee,  because 
they  had  not  brought  forward  earlier  a  motion  for 
increasing  the  pay  of  the  soldiers,  without  seem- 
ing to  recollect  that  it  was  as  mnch  his  own  busi- 
aesB  as  that  of  any  other  member,  and  that  if 
there  had  been  any  improper  neglect  or  delay,  he 
was  as  mnch  chargeable  with  it  as  any  one.  The 
•rath  was,  however,  .that  it  would  probably  be 
found  upon  experiment,  immediately  after  the  pre- 
'  sent  question  is  decided,  that  the  House  were  dis- 
pcKed  to  raise  the  (»y  of  the  Army,  and  were  eon- 
seqtiently  undeserving  of  the  censures  which  that 
gentleman  bad  liberally  heaped  upon  them. 

Mr.  D.  trusted,  nevertheless,  that  no  bargain  or 
ooDtract  would  be  made  with  the  member  from 
Connecticut  on  the  occasion,  in  order  to  gain  his 
TOte,  for  the  result  of  the  question  was  not  so 
doubtful  as  to  make  it  advisable  to  resort  to  snch 
an  expedient  to  carry  the  point.  He  commended 
the  zeal  with  which  ihe  gentleman  advocated  the 
iMTease  of  the  soldiers'  pay  at  the  present  crisis, 
and  should  cheerfully  support  the  motion  for  that 
pvrpoae  as  soon  as  it  was  id  order  to  bring  it  for- 
ward for  the  consideration  of  the  Hotise. 

Mr.  Allhn  saidj  he  did  not  wish  to  make  any 
bargain  on  the  subject ;  but  he  had  proposed  this 
retolutioD  because  nothing  had  been  said  on  the 
subject.  If  the  pav  of  the  men  had  been  raised 
M  the  time  the  additional  regiment  of  artillery 
bad  been  ordered,  the  men  by  this  time  wonld 
have  been  raised  ;  but  this  not  having  been  done, 
■U  that  we  have  towards  that  regiment  are  the 
officer*. 

Mr.  HARPSBwassorrythegentleman  from  Con- 
necticut had  adopted  so  inadmissible  a  mode  of 
htinging '  forward  his  proposition.  He'  himself 
Was  in  favor  of  the  i>roposition,  and  if  no  other 
person  had  proposed  it,  he  would  himself  have 
ooneitj  but  he  did  not  believe  that  it  had  any 
connexion  with  the  present  motion.  The  gentle- 
man from  ComMcticut  had  said  he  wished  those 
men  to  enter  the  service  who  would  do  it  from 
other  considerations  than  those  of  pay.  He  had 
no  doubt  such  would  be  got ;  and  though  we  have 
not  succeeded  in  recruiting  in  peaceable  times,  we 
have  no  reason  to  conclude  that  when  the  time 
shall  come  when  we  must  fight  for  our  independ- 
ence, that  midtilodes  of  soldiers  will  not  be  got  for 
MX  dtdlata  a  month,  who  will  be  readv  immedi- 
ately to  march,  whenever  they  shall  be  told  by 


Executive  authority  that  their  serrice  is  neces- 
sary to  repel  invasion.  With  respect  to  the  new 
regimeot  of  artillerv,  it  is  true  that  no  men  8r» 
enlisted ;  but  it  is  also  true  that  do  attemptE  have 
been  made  to  set  them.  He  did  not  know  why 
this  had  been  the  case.  He  supposed  there  w^ 
good  rea.'ton  for  it.  When  proper  arrangements 
are  made,  he  had  no  doubt  the  men  wonld  wM 
be  enlisted. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  said,  the  Committee  of  Defence' 
had  not  had  this  subject  under  consideration.  The 
bill  for  raising  the  additional  regiment  of  artillery 
was  passed  on  the  7th  April,  when  the  House  en- 
tertained very  different  opinions  with  respect  to 
their  foreign  relations  from  what  are  held  at  pre- 
sent, and  that  was  the  only  time  at  which  the 
question  could  properly  have  been  brought  fol^ 

As  to  the  men  already  in  service,  he  bdieved 
they  are  very  good  men.  Did  the  gentleman  from 
Connecticut  (who  is  remarkably  talM  think  no 
man  was  good  for  anything  who  was  less  by  the 
head  than  him  1  [Order  called.}  It  was  said  no 
men  had  been  raised  for  the  new  regiment  of  ar- 
tillery. There  was  a  very  good  reason  for  this — 
no  money  was  appropriated  to  pay  them  till  with- 
in these  few  days.  However,  when  the  gentle- 
man from  Connecticut  comes  to  expense,  he  ou^t 
to  tread  verv  lightly.  Our  soldiers  are  alkiwM  a 
number  of  things  not  allowed  to  the  Siildiera  of 
other  coontries.  They  are  on  a  better  establish- 
ment than  any  other  troops  is  the  world  ;  and  if 
we  allow  too  nigh  a  pay,  onr  finances  will  be  e^ 
hausted  too  soon. 

The  question  wtts  put  on  the  second  of  Mr.  8, 
Smith's  resolutions,  and  carried,  there  being  40 

Mr.  Allen  then  proposed  a  resolution  for  au^ 
menling  the  pay  of  □  on- commissioned  officers  and 
privates  to dollars  per  month. 

This  motion  was  agreed  to  without  oppositioo. 

The  committee  then  rose,  and  Mr.  Harpeb  re- 
newed the  motion  for  strikiDe  out  eight  regimenta, 
and  insertion  twelve,  and  called  the  yeas  and  itay* 
upon  it.  There  were  for  it  40  yeas,  and  against 
it  40  nays,  as  follows: 

Y»*-^i>natlian  Dayton,  John  Alien,  George  Bmt, 
jr.,  Bailey  Bartlett,  James  A.  Bayard,  Band  Bnrak^ 
DenHSy  Burgei^  Chiistopbcr  O.  Champlin,  Ju.  Cock 
ran,  Wiliiim  Craik,  Sunnel  W.  Dana,  George  Den( 
Widiam  Edmond,  Abiel  Farter,  Dwight  Foat«r,  Jona- 
than Freeman,  Henry  Glen,  Chaanoey  Goodrich,  Wil- 
liam Gordon,  Roger  Grinrold,  William  Barry  Grovl) 
Robert  Goodloe  Harper,  Thomaa  Hartley,  William 
Hindman,  Hesekiab  L.  Hoemer,  James  H.  Iml»,  John 
Wilkes  Kittera,  Edward  Livingston,  Bamml  Lytntti 
HantKNi  O.  Otis,  Isaac  fuAvt,  John  RuUadge,  jr., 
Saaiiiel  Sewall,  T)wtau  SinnidcwD,  Banrael  Sitgreave^ 


Nais — Abraham  Baldwin,  Datid  Bard,  Lemnd 
Benton,  Thomaa  Bloonl,  Stephen  Bnlloeb,  Tbona* 
CIsibome,  W  illiam  Uharles  Cole  Claibmne,  John  Clop- 
tan,  Jo^na  Coit,  John  Dawnn,  Albert  OiUaliD.  lamne 
(HUmple,  Andrew  Gre^,  JAn  A.  Haaoa,  Carter  B. 
Haitiaoa,  Joaathan  N.  Havou^  Joaefdi  H^aiw,  David 
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nd  South,  Williun  South,  Richinl  Stinfnrd,  Thomu 

8iimtcr,  Tl  .  .  .      _  . 

Corthiidt 
BobertWil 

The  Spbakir  declariog  himself  in  the  affirma- 
li»e,  the  questioo  was  carried  for  twelve.  The 
rMolutions  were  referred  to  a  wlect  committee  to 
repon  a  bill  accordingly. 

PDNI8HMEHT  OF  CRIME. 

A  bill  was  received  fiora  the  Senate  in  addition 
to  the  act  fur  the  punithmenl  of  certain  crimes 
agaiiui  the  United  States,  which  was  read  the 
fini  time. 

FThis  bill  provides,  thAt  if  anjr  persons  shall 
anlawfully  combine  or  conspire  loselher,  witfa 
iateat  to  oppose  any  measure  of  the  Government 
of  the  United  States,  or  lojmpede  the  operatioQ 
of  BBjr  law,  or  to  intimidate  or  prevent  any  person 
holding  atroffice  under  ibe  Government  from  ex- 
ercising his  trust.  And  if  any  person  shall  by 
writing,  printing, or  speaking,  threaten  stich officer 
with  any  damage  to  his  character,  person,  or  es- 
tate, or  snail  counsel,  advise,  or  attempt  lo  procure 
any  insuneccioD,  riot,  d^c^  whether  such  attempt 
shall  have  the  dtsiied  efiecl,  or  not,  he  shall  be 
deemed  guilty  of  a  high  misdemewiof,  and  pun-* 
iahed  by  a  fine,  on  conviction,  not  exceeding 
95JXX),  aikd  by  imprisonmenl  not  less  than  six 
naonths,  nor  exceecins  five  years.  And  if  any 
jwrson  stwll,  by  any  libelloui  or  seandalooa  wri- 
liiu,  printinK,  pnblishine,  or  speaking,  traduce  or 
dettune  the  L^islalure  of  the  United  States,  by 
aeditious  or  innammaiory  declarations  or  eipres- 
uons,  with  intent  to  create  a  belief  in  the  citizens 
thereof,  that  the  said  Legislature  in  enacting  any 
law,  was  induced  thereto  by  motives  hostile  to  the 
Constitution,  or  liberties,  and  happiness  of  the 
people  thereof;  or  shall,  in  manner  aforesaid,  tra- 
duce oi  defame  the  Presalent  of  the  United  States, 
or  ^y  Court,  or  Judge  thereof,  by  declarations 
iendii^[  to  criminate  toeir  motives  in  any  official 
transaction,  the  persona  so  offending,  being  con- 
victed, shaU  be  punished  by  a  fine  not  exceeding 
9S,000.  and  by  impriaooment  not  exceeding  two 
years.] 

.  Mr.  Otis  moved  that  it  be  read  a  second  time. 
.  Mr,  HABRisoit  called  for  the  reading  of  the 
unendments  to  the  Constitutioa. 

The  Bpbaxbr  said,  the  only  motion  in  order,  if 
objections  were  made  to  the  second  reading  of 
the  bill,  would  be  to  reject  the  bill. 

Mr.  LiviNOsToit  made  thiit  motion. 

Mr.  Allen. — 1  hope  this  bill  will  not  be  re- 
jscled.  If  ever  there  was  a  nation  which  required 
a  law  of  this  kind,  it  is  this.  Let  gentlemen  look 
■tcertain  papers  printed  in  this  city  and  elsewhere, 
and  ask  themselves  whether  an  unwarrantable  and 
daggSEPus  combinatioB  does  not  exist  to  overturn 
and  ruin  the  Clovemment  by  publishing  the  most 
diameless  falsehoods  against  the  Representatives 
of  the  people  of  all  denominations,  tliat  they  are 


hostile  to  free  Groternments  and  geauine  liberty, 
and  of  course  lo  the  welfare  of  this  country ;  that 
they  ought,  therefore,  to  be  displaced,  and  that 
the  people  ODght  to  raise  an  intwreclion  against 
the  Government. 

In  the  Aurora,  of  the  2Sih  of  June  last,  we  see 
this  paragraph ;  "  It  is  a  curious  fact,  America  is 
making  war  with  France  for  not  treating,  at  the 
very  moment  the  Minister  for  Foreign  Afiairs 
fixes  upon  the  very  day  for  opening  a  negotiation 
with  Mr.  Qeriy.    What  thiuli  you  of  this,  Ame- 

Such  paragraphs  need  but  little  comment.  The 
public  agents  are  charged  with  crimes,  for  which, 
if  true,  they  ought  lo  be  hung.  The  intention 
here  is  to  persuade  the  people  that  peace  with 
Fiance  is  in  our  power ;  nay,  that  she  is  sincerely 
desirous  of  it,  on  proper  terms,  but  that  we  reject 
her  ofiers,  and  proceed  to  plunge  our  country  into 
a  destructive  war. 

This  combinaiion  against  our  peace  is  exten- 
sive; it  embraces  characters  whose  stations  d^ 
mand  a  different  course.  Is  this  House  free  from 
ill  Recollect  what  a  few  diya  ago  fell  from  the 
very  gentleman  (Mr.  Livingston,)  who  nowso 
boldly  and  violently  calls  on  us  to  reject  this  bill 
at  the  instant  of  its  coming  before  us,  without 
suffering  it  [o  be  read  a  second  time.  The  gen- 
tleman proposed  a  resolution  requesting  the  Presi- 
dent to  instruct  Mr.  Gerry  to  conclude  a  treaty 
with  ibe  French  Government^  and  declared  that 
"  he  believed  a  nefotiation  might  be  opened,  and 
that  it  was  probaUe  a  treaty  mishc  be  coKluded 
which  it  would  be  honorable  to  the  United  ^tatea 
to  accept.  He  did  not  wish  lo  frustrate  so  happy 
an  event  by  any  punctilio,  because  they  had  re- 
fiised  to  treat  with  three  Envoys,  but  were  will- 
lw[  to  treat  with  one."  This  is  in  the  very  spirit 
of^ihe  malicious  paragraph  1  just  now  read.  It 
is  pursuing  the  same  systematic  course  of  oper^- 
lious.  The  gentleman  also  said  (what  has  not 
been  published,  however,)  that  "the  commissioa 
of  the  Envoys  being  joint  and  several,  Mr.  Gerry 
had  unquestionably  ample  powers  to  treat  alone." 
Here  are  circumstadces  of  what  I  call  acom&ino- 
tion  agaiiut  the  Govemrnent.  in  attempts  to  per- 
suade the  people  of  certain  facts,  whicn  a  major- 
ity of  this  House,  at  least,  and  of  the  people  at 
large,  I  believe,  Know  to  be  unfounded.  Who 
can  say  thai  Mr.  Gerry  has  power  to  ireal  alone, 
or  that  the  French  Government  is  willing  to  treat 
with  him  on  fair  and  honorable  terms  1  Gentle- 
men do  not  believe  either,  let  theia  say  what  they 
will.  Does  such  a  commission  empower  one  to 
exercise  the  fnnctioDs  of  the  whole  in  opposition 
lo  the  opinions  of  his  colleagues?  It  would  pro- 
duce the  most  inextricable  coikfusion.  The  seve- 
ralty of  the  powers  is  well  known  always  to  be  a 
provision  against  such  accidents  as  may  prevent 
or  disable  a  part  of  the  Commissioners  from  act- 
ing. I  mention  these  things  to  show  what  &lse 
ideas  gentlemen  endeavor  to  imprets  the  public 
mind  with  on  this  subject. 

I  will  take  the  liberty  of  reading  to  the  House 
another  paragraph  from  the  same  paper ;  and  it 
comes  from  high  authority.    It  is  published  as  the 
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•peecfaofthesame  geutleman,  (Mr.  LiviKaeTON,) 
when  we  were  discussiog  the  Aliea  bill  b  few 
dkfs  siac&  and  I  presume  is  coirect.  Ii  is  a  pre- 
eious  disclosure  ol  the  principles  of  certain  gen- 
demeD.  I  will  read  but  a  part  of  it :  ''  If  there  is, 
then,  any  necesaity  for  the  system  now  proposed, 
it  is  more  necessary  to  be  enforced  againsl  our 
own  citizens  than  against  strangers ;  and  I  have 
no  doubt,  that  either  in  this,  or  some  other  shape, 
Ibis  will  be  attempted.  I  now  ask,'  sir,  whether 
the  people  of  America  are  prepared  for  tbisi 
Whether  ihey  are  willing  to  part  with  all  the 
means  which  the  wisdom  of  their  ancestors  dis- 
eorered,  and  their  own  camion  so  lately  adopted 
to  secure  their  own  persons  ?  Whether  they  are 
ready  to  submit  to  imprisonment,  or  exile  when- 
ever suspicion, calumnv,  or  vengeance,  shall  mark 
them  for  ruin  f  Are  ttiey  base  enough  to  be  pre- 
pared for  this'?  No,  sir,  they  will,  X  repeat  it,  Iney 
will  resist  this  tyrannic  system!  The  people  will 
oppose,  the  States  will  not  submit  to  its  operation. 
They  ought  not  lo  acquiesce,  and  I  pray  to  God 
they  never  may.  My  opinions,  sir,  on  this  subject 
ue  explicit,  and  I  wish  they  may  be  known ; 
they  are,  ihat  whenever  our  laws  manifestly  in< 
fringe  the  Cooslituiion  under  which  they  were 
made,  the  people  ought  not  Co  hesitate  which  they 
should  obey.  If  we  exceed  out  powers  we  be- 
come tyrants,  aod  our  acts  have  no  effect.  Thus, 
■iTj  one  of  the  first  effects  of  measures  such  as 
this,  if  they  be  not  acquiesced  in,  will  be  disaffec- 
tion among  the  Stales,  and  opposition  amon^  the 
people  To  your  Government;  tumults,  violations, 
ana  a  recurrence  to  first  revolutionary  principles. 
If  they  are  submitted  lo,  the  consequences  will  be 
worse.  After  such  manifest  violation  of  the  prin- 
ciples of  our  Constitution,  the  form  will  not  long 
be  sacred.  Presently  every  vestage  of  it  will  be 
lost  and  swallowed  up  in  the  gulf  of  despotism ; 
but  thould  the  evil  proceed  no  Jiirllur  than  thearx- 
cution  of  the  preaent  law,  what  a  fearful  picture 
will  our  country  present.  The  system  of  eapio- 
vage  thus  established,  the  country  will  swarm 
with  informers,  spies,  delators,  aiid  all  that  odious 
reptile  tribe  that  breed  in  the  sunshine  of  despotic 
power ;  that  suck  the  blood  of  the  unfortunate, 
and  creep  into  the  bosom  of  sleeping  innocence, 
only  to  wake  it  with  a  burning  wound.  The 
hours  of  the  most  unsuspecting  conlidence,  the 
intimacies  of  friendship,  or  the  recesses  of  domes- 
tic retirement,  afford  no  security.  The  companion 
whom  you  must  trust,  the  friend  in  whom  you 
must  confide,  the  domestic  who  waits  in  your 
chamber,  are  all  tempted  to  betray  your  impru- 
dence or  guardless  follies,  to  misrepresent  your 
words,  to  convey  them,  distorted  by  calumny,  lo 
the  teerei  tribunal  where  jealousy  presides,  wnere 
fear  officiates  as  accuser,  and  suspicion  is  tne  only 
evidence  that  is  heard." 

Bir,  it  this  a  just  picture  ?  The  gentleman  at- 
tempted, in  this  instance,  to  persuade  the  people, 
the  acknowledged  cUixene  and  natha  of  this 
country,  that  the  same  principles  which  governed 
lu  in  passing  a  law  for  sending  away  aliens  of 
dangerous  and  suspicious  character,  would  lead 
ni  to  adopt  the  same  meastires  witn  them,  and 


he  declares  it  to  be  more  necessary.  This,  sir, 
was  a  foul  calumny  on  the  good  people  of  the 
United  Stales,  or  the  gentleman  has  a  more  iati- 
raate  acquaintance  with  treason  and  traitors  than 
1  had  been  ever  in  the  habit  of  ascribing  to  him. 
The  gentleman  assumes  the  fact,  and  thoi^h  it  is 
expressly  admitted  on  all  hands,  that  a  citixen 
cannot  be  sent  away  in  that  summary  manner,  he 
declares  "he  has  no  doubt  we  shall  attempt  it;", 
and  then  goea  on  to  alarm  the  people  with  a  por- 
trait of  that  dreadful  state  of  things  that  his  fancy 
has  conjured  up;  although  I  will  baldly  say  he 
has,  in  truth,  no  such  apprehension.  "But  (sava 
he)  should  the  evil  proceed  no  further  than  the 
execution  of  the  present  law  (against  dangerous 
aliens)  what  a  fearful  picture  will  our  counlrv 
present ;"  and  going  on  with  a  "  fearful  picttire,'* 
indeed,  be  concludes  with  representing  the  poor 
inoffensive  alien  ("  of  dangerous  and  suspicions 
character,^  however)  as  being  adjudged  in  "the 
secret  tribunal  where ^«aiou«yprendc»,"buc  where 
the  law  says,  "  the  Prttident  shall  determine." 

But,  sir.  in  the  same  speech  the  people  are  in- 
structed that  opposition  to  the  laws,  that  insurrec- 
tion is  a  duty,  whenever  they  think  we  exceed  our 
Constitutional  powers ;  but;  I  ask  the  gentleman, 
who  shall  determine  that  point?  I  thought  the 
CoDsiilution  had  assigned  the  cognizance  of  that 
question  to  the  Courts,  and  so  it  has.  But  the  at- 
tempt here  is  lo  evince,  and  the  doctrine  we  know 
is  openly  avowed  by  members  of  this  House,  that 
each  man  has  the  right  of  deciding  for  himself, 
and  that  as  many  as  are  of  opinion  that  the  law 
i)  unconstitutional,  have  a  right  to  combine  and 
oppose  it  by  force.  The  people  I  venerate;  they 
are  truly  sovereign ;  but  a  section,  a  part  of  the 
citizens,  a  town,  a  city,  or  a  mob,  1  know  ihem 
not ;  if  they  oppose  the  laws,  they  are  insurgents 
and  rebels;  they  are  not  the  people.  The  peppie 
act  in  their  elections  by  displacing  obnoxious  tte- 
presen  tat  ires,  and  by  the  irresistiUe  force  of  their 
opinions ;  when  the  peoplcwills,  the  Government 
is  convinced  and  obeys,  'it  is  too  manifest  to  ad- 
mit of  doubt  or  denial  that  the  intention  and  ten- 
dency of  such  principles,  are  to  produce  division^ 
tumults,  *  violence,  tnkurrection,  and  blood;  all 
which  are  intended  by  the  fashionable  doctrine  of 
modem  times,  which  the  gentlemen  terms  "a  re- 
currence to  first  revolutionary  principles,"  from 
which  may  God  preserve  us.  Do  we  want  ano- 
ther revolution  in  this  country  1  But,  sir.  that  a 
revolution  is  intended,  1  hope  to  convince  you  bc^ 
fore  I  sit  downA  In  the  Aurora,  of  last  Friday, 
we  read  the  following: 

"  The  period  is  now  tt  band  when  it  will  be  a  qnea- 
tion  difficult  to  determine,  whether  there  is  miHe  nlisty 
■nd  lilwTtv  to  be  eiiioved  at  Constantinople  or  PIuIot 
delphiaT''^ 

This,  sir,  is  faithfully  pursuing  the  system  <^ 
the  gentleman  in  announcing  to  the  poor  deluded 
readers  of  the  factious  prints,  tfie  rapidanproach 
of  Turkish  slavery  in  this  country.  (Who  can 
doubt  the  existence  of  a  combination  against  ths 
real  liberty,  the  real  safety  of  the  UniiKl  States  7 
I  lay,  sir,  a  combination,  a  conspiracy  against  the 
Constitution,  the  GoventmeDt,  the  peace  and  aafe- 


i.y  Google 


Ail 


fflSTORT  OP  CONGRESS. 


r. 


s5 


JotT,  1798.  J. 


Pwufhmeni  of  Crime. 


[H.  or  R. 


t^  of  this  country,  is  foraied,  and  is  in  full  opera- 
tion. It  embraces  members  of  all  classev ;  the 
Represeolative  of  the  people  on  tbis  floor,  thevild 
and  TisioDBry  theorist  in  the  bloodv  philosophy  of 
the  day.  the  learned  and  ii[n<y>QtJjAnd  the  paper 
from  wnich  1  have  so  oKea  teSS,  with  three  or 
four  others,  furnisb  demonstrations  without  nnm- 
bar  of  the  truth  of  the  accusatioo.  E^eh  ids  ita 
part:  but  all  are  in  perfect  unison.  Permit  meto 
read  a  puagraph  from  "  The  Time-Piece,"  a  paper 
printed  in  New  York ; 

■■  When  meh  &  chajacter  altemplx  by  antiqmted  >nd 
gndoded  aophistiy,  by  Jeaoitical  argmnenta,  to  eitin- 
gttlih  tlie  WDtiment  of  libei^,  'tis  fit  the  maak  ahoald 
belornufffiom  ihia  meaner  spBcies  of  uistocney  than 
hiitory  haa  condeacended  to  record  ;  vbere  a  person 
without  patriotjam,  withoat  philoaophy,  without  a  taste 
bt  tba  fine  arts,  building  his  prateiuioDs  on  a  groasand 
indigeitad  com^lation  of  (tatntea  and  precedents,  ii 
joatlad  into  the  Chief  Magitfiacy  by  the  ominoua  com' 
btnation  of  M  Toiie*  with  old  opinions,  and  old  Whigs 
wiUt  new,  'd*  St  this  mock  Monarch,  with  hia  Court, 
composed  of  Toiiee  and  ipeculaton,  should  pass  in  re- 
Tiew  befi>re  the  good  sense  of  the  woild.  Monarchies 
are  seen  only  with  indignstion  and  concent ;  at  sight  of 
dwse  terrible  eetsUishments,  fesn  accompany  the  mx^ 
eiationa  of  mankind;  bat  when  the  champion  of  the 
well-bom,  with  hia  serene  Conrt,  is  eeen  sohcitiDg  and 
answering  Addresses^  and  ponouncing  anathemaa 
against  France,  it  shall  be  my  fault  if  olbsi  emotions  be 
not  excited ;  if  to  tears  and  execrations  be  not  added  de- 
lipkin  and  contempt" 

Gentlemen  contend  for  the  liberty  of  opinions 
and  of  the  press.  Let  me  ask  them  whether  they 
•eriously  think  the  liberty  of  the  press  autborizea 
anch  publieatioDs  ?  The  President  of  the  United 
States  b  here  called  "  a  person  without  patriot- 
ism, without  philosophy,  and  a  mock  monarch," 
and  the  free  election  of  the  people  is  pronounced 
"  a  jostling  him  into  the  Chief  Magistracy  by  the 
onunons  combination  of  old  Tories  with  old  opin-- 
ion^  and  old  Whigs  with  new." 

If  this  be  not  a  conspiracy  agaioat  Government 
and  people,  1  know  not  what  to  understand  from 
the  "  threat  of  tears,  execrations,  derision,  aod 


tempt."  Because  tne  Constiintion  gi 
lij^ht  of  expressing  our  opinions,  and  the  freedom 
of  the  press,  am  I  at  liberty  to  falsely  call  you  a 
thief,  a  murderer,  an  atheist  1  Because  1  hare  the 
liberty  of  locomotion,  of  going  where  I  please,  have 
I  a  riEht  to  ride  over  the  fooUnau  in  the  path? 

I  The  freedom  of  the  press  and  opinions  was  never 
understood  to  give  the  rUfht  of  publishing  false- 
hoods and  slanden,  nor  oi  exciting  sedition,  insar 
lectioD,  and  slaughter,  with  impunity.  A  ma 
was  always  answerable  fbr  the  malicious  publi 
ration  of  falsehood  i  and  what  more  does  this  bill 
leqnire  ? 

In  the  Aurora,  of  last  Tuesday,  is  this  para- 

"  Where  a  law  iball  have  been  passe  i  in  violation  of 
^  Constitution,  making  it  criminal  to  axpoae  the 
tairaea,  the  officaal  vices  or  abuses,  or  the  attempts  of 
Hen  in  power  to  nanrp  a  deapotiD  snlhoiity,  is  them 
Hty  altematiTe  batwean  an  abandaunant  <k  the  Con- 


The  gentleman  (Mr.*  Livinhbton)  makes  his 
proclamRlion  of  war  on  the  GoTernment  in  the 
House 'OQ  Monday,  and  this  infamous  printer 
(Bache)  follows  it  up  with  the  tocsin  of  insurrec- 
tioD  on  Tuesday.  While  this  bill  was  under  con- 
sideration in  the  Senate,  an  attempt  is  made  to 
render  it  odious  among  the  people.  ''  Is  there  any 
alternative,"  says  this  printer,  "  between  an  aban- 
donment of  the  Constitution  and  resistance  1"  He 
declares  what  is  uneonstitntiooal,  and  then  invitea 
the  people  to  "resistance."  This  is  an  awful,  hor- 
rible example  of  "  the  liberty  of  opinion  and  free- 
dom of  the  press."  Can  gentlemen  hear  these 
things  and  lie  quietly  on  their  pillows?  Are  we 
e  all  these  acts  practised  against  the  repose  of 
lountrr,  aod  remain  passive  ?  Are  we  bound 
band  and  foot  that  we  must  be  witnesses  oF  these 
deadly  thrusts  at  our  liberty  7  Are  we  to  be  the 
unresisliag  spectators  of  these  exertions  to  destroy 
alt  that  we  hold  dear?  Are  these  approaches  to 
revolution  aod  Jacobinic  dominaiico,  to  be  observ' 
ed  with  the  eye  of  meek  submission?  No,  sir, 
they  are  indeed  tenible;  they  are  calculated 
to  freeze  the  very  blood  in  our  veins,  tflnch 
liberty  of  the  press  aud  of  opinion  is  calcolated  to 
destroy  alLconfidence  between  man  and  man ;  it 
leads  lo  a  dissolution  of  every  bond  of  uuioa;  it 
asuoder  every  ligament  that  unites  man  to 
his  family,  man  to  his  neighbor,  man  to  societrj 
and  10  Gorernmeot.  God  deliver  us  from  sucQ 
liberty,  the  liberty  of  vomiting  on  the  public  floods 
of  falsehood  and  hatred  to  everything  sacred,  hn- 
nan  and  divine  !  If  any  gentleman  doubts  the 
effects  of  such  a  liberty,  let  me  direct  his  attention 
icross  the  water ;  it  has  there  made  slaves  of  thir- 
ty millions  of  men^ 
At  the  commencement  of  the  Revolution  in 
ranee  those  loud  and  enthusiastic  advocates  foi 
liberty  and  eaualiiy  look  special  care  to  occupy 
and  command  all  the  presses  in  the  nation;  they 
well  knew  the  powerful  influence  to  be  obtainM 
—  the  public  mmd  by  that  engioe;  its  operationa 
!  on  the  poor,  the  ignorant,  the  possiooale,  and 
!  vicious ;  over  all  these  classes  of  men  the  free- 


un,  the  pacific,  and  the  rich,  were  their 
victims.  The  Jacobins  of  our  country,  too,  sir, 
are  determined  to  preserve  in  their  nands,  the 
same  weapon ;  it  is  our  business  Ij]  wmii  it  ftnm 
them.  Hence  this  motion  so  sud([enly  made,  and 
so  violently  supported  by  the  roorer^  to  reject  this 
bill  without  even  suffering  it  to  have  a  second 
reading;  hence  this  alarm  for  the  safety  of  "the 
freedom  of  speech  and  of  the  press." 

There  is  in  this  country  a  description  of  per- 
sona—a vast  numb*  of  emigrants  from  a  nauon, 
of  an  open,  frank,  and  generous  temper,  high-su- 
rited  and  brave,  containing,  perhaps,  some  of  the 
noblest  characters  of  the  human  race.  Coming, 
as  these  people  do,  from  a  country  where  they  , 
believe,  at  least,  that  a  great  degree  of  tyranny, 
individual  as  well  aa  Governmental,  exists,  and 
where  the  passions  of  men  are  violently  agitated  ; 
and  coming  to  a  country  where  virtue,  morality, 
and  good  government,  with  great  humanity  exiat. 
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to  seek  tu  msflum  far  tbeifiselves  and  iheii  pode- 
rity,  hear  how  these  vile  assassins  of  our  oouatry's 
peace  adJress  them.  It  is  directed,  *'  to  Irish  emi- 
gnat£.  and  particularly  to  that  class  deaominated 
aliens," 

"  An  >li«ii  bill  ii  on  its  punge.  The  pmndoiii  of 
thk  bill  na  tppuentlj  gcnanl,  but  tlwj  will  hen  paiti- 
ctdttriy  h«rd  on  jon.  By  this  law  the  PrsaidBnt  of  the 
Uaitad  Btataa  ii  TMled  with  a  diaeretiaaicy  pown  at 
Muing  oa,  oonfinini  or  tian«p«tiDB  jam  penrau  ba- 
TMid  iha  teiritoiiM  of  the  United  StaM,  and,  if  I  mis- 
take not,  if  your  ponM  will  admit  of  it,  yon  will  be 
obliged  to  defray  kll  the  expeneea  of  yoni  seixnie  and 
transportatian.  This  is  a  new  spooes  of  anart-money. 
By  this  law  yonr  personal  Ubeiiy  is  sqbjeet  t«  tha  ca- 

£'(»  of  an  intUTidoaJ,  and  this,  in  turn,  will  Tery  mud) 
Mnd  on  the  systaia  of  esmonage  which  will  be  nnre- 
m&tingl}'  pntmed  by  thoea  heroes  of  dMpotism,  the  old 
Tories.  As  nany  of  yon  are  not  aeqnsinted  with  the 
iManiiig  ofthe  woid  -  ilien,"  I  will  give  you  a  defini- 
tisB  of  i^  together  with  an  emunaratian.of  the  disabili- 
tiM  to  which  an  afien  is  subject.  An  alien,  then,  is 
oae  that  is  ban  ont  of  the  donunion  of  the  United 
BlalM  His  propel^  is  taxed  towards  the  snpport  of 
OoTMnment,  alUumsh  he  is  not  entitled  to  vote  for  the 
Bejveeentatm  who  is  to  tax  him,  consequently  his 
aon^  is  taken  from  him  withoat  hit  conenrt.  Doriag 
jpour  raadeoEa  ip  iha  United  States  jon  aie  eol^ect  to 
the  lawi)  altbongh,  hj  the  sUsb  bill,  you  are  axpnealy 
d^iiredofthobsnoUaofthem.  Is  not  thk  bill  an  in- 
EtactioD  of  the  treaty  between  England  and  this  conn- 
try !     A  bill  has  passed  the  House  of  Representstives 


gtaciously  pemiittad  to  enlist  and  ihed  Ihvir  blood 
in  dte  defence  of  the  rights  and  property  of  otheia. 
What  t  fight  in  defence  of  others,  in  defence  of  the  nrj 
men  who  have  disabled  you  from  be«>aiing  ereu  politi- 
cal heweia  of  wood  and  drawers  of  water !  If  Ihe  driil- 
■e^eante  should  apply  to  you  to  euhst  and  to  become 
Alexanders,  at  a  few  doUsra  per  month,  remind  them  of 
TOW  situstion,  and  refer  them  to  those  who  ha*e  an  in- 


&a  lecniiting  officer,  if  it  be  reaaouable  to  expect  that 
yoa  dionld  fight  in  defence  of  a  oonntry  which  hsa  so 
aignstly  and  ungTatafnIly  proacribed  you  V 

Thus,  sir,  under  the  hypocritical  pretence  of 
wsmin^  these  honest  men  of  a  supposed  danger, 
piofeseing,  in  their  benevolence,  (excellent  crea- 
tures I)  to  ittsimet  the  ignorant  and  to  gnide  the 
blind,  tbey  mislead  them,  and  inflame  their  pas- 
•iont  against  pur  Gorernroent  and  asainst  our 
country.  Taking  adrantage  of  their  belief  that 
the  French  are  seeking  the  relief  of  their  coun- 
trymen in  Ireland,  they  endeavor  to  penuade 
tbem  that  they  ought  not  to  defend  this  country 
uainst  inTasioo.  The  intention  ii  to  prepare 
t£em,  these  honeet  Irishmen,  lot  only  not  to  de- 
fend this  country,  but  to  join  our  enemy :  nothing 
is  more  Ime,  in  such  a  case,  than  the  Scripture 
declaration:  "he  that  ii  not  with  uiisasainstus." 
The  intention  is  to  swell  the  ranks  of  our  foes 
with  these  brave  fellows,  the  moment  they  make 
their  appearance.  We  are  represented  as  hostile 
to  tb«n,of  conrie  they  will  become  hostile  to  ns; 
,  and  can  we  latikt  no  lawglo  pweot  snch  effects  1 
'  -The  idea  is  hdicnloas.  Uf  we  have  not  this  pow- 


er,away  with  such  a  Gk>Ternment,itis  not  worth 
pteaerving ;  it  cannot  stand ;  it  contains  the  seeds 
of  a  ewili  and  sudden  dissoltitioQ.  This  pstper 
(the  Aurora)  is  the  great  engine  of  all  these  treft- 
sonable  combination^  and  must  be  strongly  sup- 
ported, or  it  would  have  fallen  long  ago.  J 

Mr.  W.  Claiborne  interrupted  Mr.  A.,  and 
asked  bim  whether  he  did  not  subscribe  for  it,  and 
so  become  one  of  its  anpportera  1 

1  do,  said  Mr.  A.  Itake  it  it^der  the  rule  <^ 
this  House  at  the  public  expense  il  take  it  for  the 
purpose  of  seeing  whet  abominable  things  c«a  is- 
sue from  a  genuine  Jacobinic  press  ;  but  this  is 
not  supportiog  it  with  my  name  and  influence ; 
this  is  not  givina  it  the  authority  of  my  opioiojie  j, 
I  do  001  walk  the  streets  arm-m-arm,  1  nold  ao 
midnight  conference,  I  am  not  daily  and  nightly 
glosetedwirb  iliiiililiii  I  saj,  sir,  this  papw mttaC 
neeeasaruy,  in  thv  nwuie  of^  things,  be  supported 
by  a  powerful  party  ;  I  do  not  say  of  whom  ibst 
party  is  composed.  The  anonymous  piecea  uid 
paragraphs  it  contHns,  evince  the,  talents  and  in- 
dnstry  employed  to. give  it  correncyj  and  it  i> 
perfectly  well  understood,  by  all  parties  and  per- 
sons.' to  contain  the  opinions  of  certain  great  men, 
and  certain  gentlemen  in  this  House.  This  in- 
flsmmatory  address  to  the  Irishmen,  is,  dierefbte, 
understoo4J]y'  ihem  to  come  clothed  with  higli 
authoriiy.  fTliis  is  the  work  of  a  party  ;  this  p«-^ 
per  is  deroied  to  party  ;  it  is  assiduously  diswrni- 
nated  through  the  country  by  a  party;  to  that 
party  is  all  the  credit  due;  to  that  party  it  ow^ 
Its  existence ;  if  they  loved  the-peace  of  onr  Zioii, 
if  they  sought  the  repose  of  our  country,  it  would 
cease  to  emit  its  filth ;  it  has  flourished  by  tbeu- 
smiles ;  it  would  perish  at  their  frownSb-y 

I  wish  there  were  no  other  species  ofwrittn^  1 
which  eim  at  the  overthrow  of  this  GloTemment, ' 
and  calculated  to  excite  the  deeds  of  death.  Bat, 
air,  members  of  this  body  mtt  in  the  habit  of  writ- 
ing to  their  constituents  things  which  they  can* 
not  justify  ;  or  there  are  men  wicked  enoiigh  to 
forge  such  letters,  and  send  them  in  thesr  n>ii>e&. 
either  of  which  I  contend,  is  highly  evidential  of 
those  treasonable  combinations  and  'calnmnien 
which  this  law  is  intended  to  prevent  ex  puniob  ; 
but  I  hope,  for  the  honor  of  hunun  nature  and  of 
our  country,  they  are  foreigners.  The  commit- 
tee will  pardoQ  me  for  reading  a  part  of  one  which 
appeared  in  the  Aurora  a  few  days  ago.  It  is  oi- 
titted, 

"  Interesting  letter  from  a  Member  of  Congrefs 
from  Virginia  to  his  constituents." 

After  many  comparisons  of  our  Qovemment 
with  that  of  England,  the  learned  writer  says  : 

"Nor  are  WB  left  altogether  to  eorgectnial  events, 
ariamg  ont  of  a  comparison  of  the  general  stmctuiv  of 
the  Government  of  England  with  that  of  Iha  United 
States  ;  tflera  sre  special  fiuts  in  our  own  affiuia  that 
evidently  imply  ■  tendency  to  similar  abuses  in  llto 
conduct  of  ani  Oovsmnent 

"  The  public  debt  hss  bem  ttodiowdy  angmentod 
and  ttanded,  seoording  to  Uie  mystery  and  intiicaer  oC 
Bnglbh  finanoes ;  we  hs(*e  been  sonnally  fcrnillsTToaJ 
tothesyetem  of  loaae  and  faads ;  and  we  hsrfea  h— h 
connectsd  wmt  Government  m  its  bosog  hmI  in  iM  tna»* 
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utioiM.  The  iMtots  of  than 
politicil  efiecta,  ilrsad;  diaccnimble  in  thii  cmmtij,  mnd 
hfonght  to  flUI  fomi  uid  maturity  in  Euglancl,  pUinl; 
prove  their  gnmi  fiCoew  and  agenc;  in  ptodnciog  a 
dangeroiu  preponderance  of  Eiacntive  power;  the 
Gzecutira  ii  regularij  lappoTted  by  a  party  in  both 
Hoiuet  of  Congm*  on  sTery  queetionable  case  renpect- 
ing  ite  powen  or  ita  projects  tor  nptjue,"  &c 

A  RepresenttitlTe  of  the  people  bu  commilted 
to  him  B  trust  of  the  highest  nature ;  his  obliga- 
tioDS  are  of  the  most  BolemB  kjad:  an  awful  Te- 
sponsibility  reati  upoD  him  to  deal  with  his  cod- 
siiiQULts  in  the  smcetitf  t>f.hia  heart.  How  could 
a  member  of  this  House  Beriauilr  inform  his  eou- 
stitaents  that  "  the  public  debt  has  beea  studious- 
ly augmented  V  He  knew  the  rererse  to  be  true ; 
how  Ee  could  s&jr  aaychinf  else  this  letter  con- 
tains I  cannot  imBgiD&  His  object  must  be  to 
inflame  his  constituents  against  the  QoTerntoent, 
though  at  the  ezpenee  of  all  truth.  But,  sir,  we 
do  know  that  veiy  many  of  such  letteis  have  been 
■eat  into  a  pwticuiar  quarter  of  the  Union  ;  and 
we  cannot  be  surprised  at  the  opinions  there  eo- 
teitaisedofthe  Government  and  its  administration. 
Qentlemen,  by  sach  measures,  are  nlaDtiog  thoms 
imder  their  dying  pillows.  If  tnis  country  is 
bronsht  into  a  civil  war,  of  which  there  is  too 
much  danger,  ki  gentlemen  lay  it  well  to  heart; 
1  beseech  them  now  to  inquire  with  thesoselTea, 
what  they  hay^  done  by  such  letters  to  contribute 
to  that  calamitous  event  1 

If  these  things  are  true ;  if  we  have  so  betrayed 
the  ioterests  of  our  coaslituenti ;  if  we  are  so 
staking  to  bring  a  despotism  on  this  oounlry.  we 
ought  to  be  burled  from  onr  seats,  aad  give  place 
to  better  men  i  we  ought  to  be  hurled  to  that  pun- 
ishnent  which  would  most  justly  await  us.  No 
gentleman  believes  them,  howeve](;  nonjiliemaD 
MieveTtbat  every  sense  of  moral  oUigation  is 
sat  at  naught  in  ihis  Hoiwe,  and  that  we  forgal 
all  (l>at  we  owe  to  oar  coastitaenis.  Such  r«>re- 
sentatious  are  outrages  ua  the  national  author- 
ity, which  ou^t  not  to  be  suffered ;  and  I  have 
no  doubt  that  Congress  have  power  to  remedy 
the  eviL  If  it  be  determined  that  we  have  not 
this  power,  the  people  will  certainly  vest  it  in  the 
Congress,  for  no  Oovernment  can  exist  without 
it;  It  LB  inhereat  in  every  Goven>ment,  beoatue 
it  is  necessary  to  its  preservation. 

As  to  thecfetatbof  the  bill,  the  forms  of  the 
Hooee  do  not  admit  of  diseusaing  them ;  I  will 
not  pledge  myself  to  vote  for  them  as  they  stand  ; 
I  &m  inclined  to  Aink  they  requite  amendments ; 
but  the  gentleman  (Mi.  LivitfeBTON)  and  bis 
friends  seem  disposed  lo  prevent  our  going  further 
with  this  bill ;  they  are  not  willing  we  should 
look  into  the  details,  CMrect  them,  and  render 
tbem  unobjectionable ;  no,  they  say,  rqect  it  at 
oose  without  discussion.  Sir.  I  hope  we  shall  go 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  sincerely  set 
ourselves  at  worit  to  make  it  what  it  ought  ' 
if,  it  m  not  so  now. 

Mr.  Harper  said,  if,  in  votine  asainst  the  re- 
jection of  tHis  bill,  his  rote  should  be  considered 
as  giving  his  assent  to  all  its  proviaioBs,  it  would 
be  miuuideratoodi    He  thou^t  it  right  and 


cessary  to  make  a  law   on  the  subject ;  but  not 


the  subject  was  fully  before  him.  He  should  vote 
against  a  rejeciiov  of  the  bill,  because  to  vote  fov 
it,  would  be  to  declare  that  no  iaw  ought  to  be 
passed  to  restrict  seditious  writing  and  speaking, 
which  was  not  his  opinion. 

He  had  often  heard  iu  this  plaee,  and  elsewbete^ 
harangues  on  the  liberty  or  the  press,  as  if  ii 
were  to  swallow  up  all  other  liberties ;  as  if  all 
law  and  reason,  and  every  right,  human  and  di- 
vine, was  to  fall  prostrate  before  die  liberty  ot 
the  Press;  whereas,  the  true  n>eaning  of  it  is  no 
more  than  that  a  man  shall  be  at  liberty  to  print 
what  he  pleases,  prorided  be  does  not  offend 
against  the  laws,  and  not  that  no  law  shall  be 
passed  to  regulate  Uiis  liberty  of  the  prea^  He 
admitted  that  a  law  which  should  say  a  man  shall 
not  slander  his  neighbor  would  be  unnecessary  ; 
but  it  is  perfectly  within  the  Constitution  to  say, 
that  a  man  shall  not  do  this,  or  the  other,  which 
shall  be  injurious  to  the  well  being  of  society ;  in 
the  same  way  that  Cgagreas  had  a  rwht  to  make 
laws-  to  restrain  the  personal  liberty  of  man,  when 
that  liberty  is  abused  by  acts  of  violence  on  his 
neighbor' 

He  remembered  a  very  respectable  authority  in 
this  country  (Dr.  Fbakklim)  had  said,  in  an  e»- 
say  of  his,  c^ed  ^the  Court  of  the  Preae,"  thM 
the  liberty  of  the  press  could  never  be  sa&ered  to 
exist  without  the  liberty  of  the  cudgel ;  meaning 
no  doubt  10  say,  that  ss  the  use  of  ibe  latter  must 
be  restrained,  so  must  also  the  forpter,  or  else  hih> 
man  life  would  be  dejdotable.  TNor  womld  the 

rational  liberty  r' -■--   '--  ;-.-j  i. — 

well  defined  lai 


rational  liberty  of  the  press  be  restricted  by  a 
well  defined  law,  provided  persons  bare  a  lair 
trial  b^  jury ;  but  that  liberty  of  the  press  which 


those  wno  desire,  who  wish  to  orertum  socisy, 
and  trample  upcm  ererything  not  their  own,  ought 
not  to  be  allowed,  either  in  speakiag  or  irr'ttiagY 
in  any  countryj 

Mr.  H.  knew  the  liberty  of  the  ]»«ss  had  beea 
carried  to  a  very  considerable  ezleot  in  ibis  conn- ; 
try.  He  had  frequently  seen  private  ehamcter) 
vilely  caltusniated  ;  he  bad  himself  conie  in  for  1 
a  share  of  abuse,  but  he  had  always  despised  the  ^ 
baae  calumniators,  believing  that  a  man's  propri-  \ 
ety  of  conduct  would  always  be  sufficient  to  | 
shield  him  against  these  sianmrs.  When  he  saw 
the  President  of  the  United  Sutea  and  the  Oor- 
ernmeni  of  the  Union  defamed,  be  still  despised  ' 
tbem,  and  he  believed  also  that  tfie  psople  were  - 
not  aflected  by  them,  because  be  saw  they  did  ncrt  , 
rise  in  inrarrectioD  against  the  Government;  and  ' 
if  they  had  not  believed  that  all  the  things  which  ' 
w«e  said  respecting  the  Qovernment  were  vile 
falsehoods,  he  should  have  thoaghl  the  people  the 
most  wretched  fools,  had  they  not  risen  against  iL 

Whilst  this  abuse  was  cimfined  to  certain  news- 
papers in  ibe  United  States,  it  excited  in  him, 
therefore,  no  alarm  j  but,  when  be  heard  a  gentle 
man  on  the  floor  of^  this  House,  whose  charactor 
and  connexions  gave  htm  weight  with  the  peo- 
ple, pronouncing  an  inrectire  against  the  Oov- 
emment,  and  calling  upon   the   people  to  riaa 
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agaimt  the  taw,  the  bnsinesa  put  on  m  very  seri' 
<Mu  appearance;  he  thoaght  so,  not  b«catis«  he 
^ould  wish  to  haTe  ibai  gentlemaD  muzzled  (for 
he  knew  he  had  the  liberty  of  uttering  as  much 
tteasoD  as  he  pleased,  and  that  it  his  own  sense  of 

troprietf  and  deooruin  was  not  sufficient  to  check 
im,  there  was  do  other  check  upon  binO  bat  be- 
cause this  speech  may  have  a  very  diSerent  ef- 
fect from  the  filthy  streams  of  certain  newspapers ; 
it  may  gain  a  credit  with  the  commuoity,  and 

eoduce  consequences  which  all  former  abuse  has 
tied  to  do.  It  is  time,  therefore,  for  the  Gov- 
ernment to  take  alarm  ;  the  long  forbearance 
which  it  has  shown  ought  to  come  to  an  end, 
•iDCe  all  its  acts  are  represented  ia  the  vilest  and 
fonlest  colors;  and  now  they  are  sanctioned  by 
the  assertions  of  a  person  high  in  respectability, 
(he  meant  as  to  bis  situation  in  life,)  and  a  law 
ought  to  pass  to  prevent  such  invitations  as  had 
been  given  to  the  people  from  producing  their  in- 
tended efiects.  It  was  for  this  reason  that  he 
wished  a  law  to  pass  to  ponish  treasonable  and 
•editions  writings. 

But  the  evil  was  not  confined  to  ipeeches  in  this 
House.  He  had  once  before  called  the  attention 
of  the  House  to  a  letter  of  a  member  of  this 
House,  and  calculated  to  excite  those  insntrec- 
tioDR,  which  had  heretofore  been  excited  by  otlier 
means.  He  had  lately  seen  another,  under  a  sig- 
nature which  he  knew.  In  this  letter  the  most 
rile  coloring  is  given  to  measures,  and  the  most 
cbominabie  motives  are  imputed  to  members, 
contrary  to  what  the  writer  knew  to  be  the  truth 
Kt  the  time.  When  the  signatures  of  members 
ne  thus  affixed  to  the  most  aMminable  falsehoods. 
what  effect  may  they  not  produce?  It  was  well 
known  that  other  countries  had  bren  turned  up- 
side down  by  such  vile  practices.  Giovernments 
had  been  compelled  to  become  tyrannical,  in  order 
to  prevent  the  most  deplorable  calaoiities.  And 
why?  Because  the  sedtiioos  spirit  which  appear- 
ed iu  respectable  (juarlers,  was  too  long  disre- 
garded. If  energetic  laws  had  been  passed  in 
lime,  thoee  deplorable  effects  would  not  have  fol- 
low^. He  trusted  they  would  not  take  place 
here.  He  hoped  the  most  daring  attempts  to  sow 
discontent  among  the  people  will  now  prove  as 
ineffectud  as  they  have  heretofore  done.  He 
trusted  the  good  sense  and  patriotism  of  the  peo- 
ple would  be  their  shield.  He  believed  this,  but 
ne  did  not  know  it  wonld  be  the  case,  and  lest  it 
should  not,  he  wished  a  bill  of  this  kind  to  pass. 
Mr.  NicHoua  was  sorry  this  motion  had  been 

,inade,  because  it  prerents  members  from  going 
into  the  modification  of  the  bill,  which  he  was 
convinced  would  completely  exemplify  the  folly 
of  the  principle ;  but  until  gentlemeD  saw  what 
form  the  bill  was  finally  to  take,  it  was  impossi- 
ble to  speak  with  precision  on  its  merits;  becaase 
if  the  declarations  of  the  gentlemen  from  Con- 
necticut and  South  Carolina  were  attended  to,  it 
would  be  found  tbey  are  most  afraid  of  the 
■peeches  and  letters  of  gentlemen  in  this  House. 
They  acknowledge,  however,  they  caimot  pre- 
Tent  members  from  speaking  what  they  please 

.here.    What,  then,  is  their  aim?    Do  they  mean 


to  prevent  the  pnhlicatioD  of  theii 

their  constituents  and  to  the  world?    If  this  was 

not  their  intention  he  could  not  tell  what  it  was  7 

There  was  one  general  view  of  this  subject, 
which  Mr.  N.  took  to  be  the  most  momentoos 
that  this  country  ever  saw.  He  was  ready  to  go 
with  gentlemen  into  measures  for  affording  a  lib- 
eral support  to  the  war,  which  it  appears  must  be 
gone  into;  but  he  was  not  ready  to  create  a  do- 
meatic  tyranny.  The  people  of  this  country  are 
competent  judges  of  tneir  own  interests,  and  he 
was  desirous  that  the  press  should  remain  per- 
fectly free  to  give  them  every  information  t«la- 
tive  to  them ;  and  to  restrict  it,  would  be  to  cre- 
ate a  suspicion  that  there  is  something  in  out 
measures  which  ought  to  be  kept  from  the  lif^fat. 
It  was  striking  at  the  root  of  free  republican 
Oovernmeni,  to  restrict  the  use  of  speakinc  aad 
writing.  He  wished,  however,  to  see  the  bill  pal 
into  such  a  shape  as  the  friends  of  it  themselves 
might  approve. 

Mr.  Livingston  said,  after  receiving  the  chas- 
tisement of  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut  on 
one  cheek,  he,  like  a  good  ChristiaQ,  had  turned 
the  other  to  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina, 
and  recwved  the  stripes  of  both.  He  eipresseil 
his  acknowledgments  to  these  gentlemen^  how- 
ever, if  not  for  their  chastisement,  for  the  insist 
which  they  have  given  the  House  into  this  hilL 
They  have  sciid,  us  design  is  not  only  to  restrict 
the  liberty  of  the  pres^  which  is  secured  by  the 
Constitution,  but  the  liberty  of  speech  on  thia 
floor.  The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  did 
not  say  explicitly  that  he  wished  this ;  but  he  said 
he  was  Tesatdless  of  what  was  said  in  the  public 
papers,  eitnerof  private  or  personal  slander,  or  of 
a  slanaer  on  the  Government,  until  he  heard  a 
certain  speech  delivered  in  this  House ;  and  though 
he  said  he  did  not  intend  to  restrict  the  liberty  of 
speech  in  this  House,  he  must  have  had  something 
of  the  kind  in  view.  [Mr.  H&nPER  said  it  was 
not  his  ioteotioo  to  restrict  the  freedom  of  speech 
on  that  floor,  but  the  consequences  of  it  out  of 
doors.]  Then,  said  Mr.  L.,  he  will  either  restrict 
the  members  from  speaking,  or,  in  some  way,  pre- 
vent the  people  from  knowing  what  has  been 
said.  How  is  this  to  be  done?  By  shackling 
newspapers,  and  ^irevenlitig  that  Tree  commtuu- 
cation  of  sentiment  which  has  heretofore  bcMi 
expressed  on  public  topics. 

The  gentleman  from  Connecticut  had  bees 
pleased  to  read  a  quotation  from  some  observatiou 
which  he  had  made  on  a  forme Awcasi on,  which 
that  ^ptleman  thought  highly  blameabie.  Mr. 
L.  said  what  he  had  read,  he  avowed  to  be  tus 
sentiments.  He  avowed  them  with  pride,  and  he 
trusted  be  should  always  avow  them  witk  pride. 
Nor  conld  he  see  how  acts  made  contrary  to  the 
Constitution  could  be  bindingupon  the  people ;  on- 
less  gentlemen  say  Congress  may  act  in  contraven- 
tion to  the  Constitution,  nuir.  One  asked  who 
were  to  be  the  judges  ?]  Mr.  L.  answered,  the 
people  of  the  United  States.  We,  s^id  he,  ace 
their  servants,  when  we  exceed  our  powers,  we 
become  their  U/ranU  ! 

This  is  one  object  of  comi^ini ;  the  other  i* 
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■gainst  newspapeT  pnblieatious.  The  geotleniBD 
from  Soath  Carolina  has  said,  that  provided  the 
Uw  ia  clear  and  weil  defined,  and  the  trial  by  nay 
is  preserved,  he  knew  of  do  lav  which  could  iu- 
trioge  the  liberty  of  the  press.  If  this  be  true, 
Congress  might  restrict  all  printing  at  once.  We 
hare,  said  he.  nothing  to  do  but  to  make  the  law 

Eeciie,  and  taea  we  mar  forbid  a  newspaper  to 
printed,  and  make  il  aealh  for  any  man  to  at- 
tempt it ! 

If  this  be  the  extent  to  which  this  bill  goes,  it 
ia  not  only  an  abridgment  of  the  libertv  of  the 
press,  which  the  Constitmion  has  said  shall  not  be 
abridged  ;  but  it  isatotalannihilaiioD  of  the  press. 
Were  he  then  to  withdraw  fais  motion,  he  shoald 
consider  humself  guilty  of  treason  ;  by  bis  consent,' 
■o  uncoDstiiutional  a  measure  should  not  progress 
sninch.  Howerer  unsuccessful  he  mijchl  be,  he 
would  oppose  it  in  erery  stage. 

Ifr.  Oria  supposed  the  opposition  to  this  bill 
arose  chiefly  from  prejudice,  as  gentlemen  could 
not  be  so  well  acquamted  wiu  the  bill  from  hear- 
iiur  it  once  read,  as  to  say  there  are  no  parts  of  it 
which  ought  to  become  law.  He  had  not  nicely 
examined  the  merits  of  this  bill,  bnt  he  heard  that 
it  contained  several  important  provisions,  and  he 
should  certainly  be  opposed  to  a  rejection  of  it 
without  a  perusal.  To  vote  for  such  %  motion, 
would  be  to  say,  we  will  not  examiue  the  bill ; 
and  yet  he  believed  there  was  nothing  in  it  con- 
trary to  the  common  law  of  the  several  States  of 
the  Union. 

Mr.  Macon  had  no  donbl  on  his  mind  that  this 
bill  was  in  direct  oppoaiiion  to  the  Constitution; 
and  ihet  if  a  law  like  this  was  passed,  to  abridge 
the  liberty  of  the  press.  Congress  would  have  the 
same  ri^ht  to  pass  a  law  making  an  establishment 
of  religion,  or  to  prohibit  its  free  exercise,  as  all 
■re  contained  in  the  same  clause  of  the  Constitu- 
tion ;  and,  if  it  be  vidated  in  one  respect,  it  may 
as  well  be  violated  in  others.  Several  laws  had 
been  passed  which  be  thought  violated  the  spirit, 
bnt  none  before  this  which  directly  viola  tea  the 
letter  of  (he  Constitution ;  tod,  if  this  bill  was 
passed,  he  should  hardly  think  it  worth  while  in 
future  to  allege  against  "any  measure  that  it  is  in 
direct  contradiction  to  the  Constitution. 

Laws  of  restmint,  like  this,  Mr.  M.  said,  always 

lerate  in  a  contrary  direction  from  that  which 

ley  were  intended  to  take.  The  people' suspect 
something  is  not  right,  when  free  discussion  is 
feared  b^  OovernmenL  They  know  that  truth  is 
not  afraid  of  investigation. 

If,  said  Mr.  M.,  the  people  are  so  dissatisfied  with 
Government  as  some  gentlemen  would  have  it 
believed,  but  which  he  did  not  credit,  by  passing  a 
law  like  the  present  yon  will  force  them  to  com- 
bine together ;  they  will  establish  corresponding 
societies  throughout  the  Union,  and  communiea- 
tions  will  be  made  in  secret,  instead  of  pnblicly,  as 
bad  been  the  ease  in  other  countries.  He  believed 
the  people  might  be  as  safely  trusted  with  free 
discussion,  as  they  whom  they  have  chosen  to  do 
their  business. 

It  was  a  most  extraordinary  thing,  Mr  M.  said, 
that,  al  a  tune  like  this,  when  some 
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say  we  are  at  war,  and  when  all  believe  we 
must  have  war,  that  Congress  are  about  to  pass  a 
'—  which  will  iffoduce  more  uoettiiness  more  ir- 
ion,  than  any  act  which  ever  passed  the  Le- 
gislature of  the  Union. 

No  gentleman,  in  support  of  the  bill,  has  gone 

to  the  Constitutional  question ;  no  one  has  shown 
what  part  of  the  Constitution  will  authorize  the 
passage  of  a  law  like  this.  He  believed  none  sucli 
could  be  adduced. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachtisets  (Mr,  Oris) 
as  said,  this  bill  is  conformable  to  the  common 
law.  He  knew  persons  mighlbe  protecnted  for  a 
libel  under  the  State  Oovemmenis;  but  if  this 
power  exist  in  fall  force  at  present,  what  necessity  ' 
can  there  be  for  this  bill? 

The  gentleman  from  Connecticut  had  read  from 
a  newspaper  a  paragraph  which  said. "  that  the 
Federalists  are  seeking  to  destroy  the  lioerty  of  the 
pres3;"bDt  if  this  billpassjhewoold  venture  to  say. 
that  where  that  is  heard  once  now,  it  will  be  heara 
a  hundred  times  then.  The  idea  of  abridging  the 
liberty  of  the  press  would  be  so  abhorrent  to  the 
feeliogsof  the  people  of  this  country,  that  he  could 
not  say  what  would  be  the  effect  of  it.  This  sub- 
ject bad  been  so  well  handled  by  our  Envoys  in 
their  reply  to  Mr.  Talleyrand,  Inat  he  wondered 
an  attempt  of  this  kind  should  have  been  made. 
Nothing  which  he  could  say  would  be  half  so  well 
said  as  were  their  observations  on  this  subject 
They  met  with  his  entire  approbation. 

Much  had  been  said  about  a  certain  paper  [Mint- 
ed in  this  city.  He  believed  if  anything  appeared 
which  was  unfounded  in  that  paper,  it  would  al- 
ways be  contradicted  in  another.  It  is  well  known 
there  are  papov  on  both  sides  the  question,  and  if 
yon  say  you  have  read  one ;  you  are  generally 
asked  if  you  have  seen  the  other  1  Withoni  saving 
anything  in  praise  of  any  paper,  he  thought  there 
were  atleast  as  many  lie$  m  two  other  papers,  as 
there  ever  were  in  the  one  which  had  been  allud- 
ed to. 

Mr.  M.  regretted  that  when  Congress  is  about 
to  rise,  they  should  have^had  a  subject  of  this  kind 
brought  before  them.  When  we  are  about  to 
change  our  state  from  peace  to  war,  a  diseuEsion 
whichwas  calculated  to  excite  the  irritationVhich 
this  could  not  fail  to  produce,  would  add  nothing 
to  our  strength,  and  he  conid  himself  see  nonecea- 
tity  for  it,  prbvided  there  was  no  abjection  against 
it  on  Constitutional  ground. 

Whenever  we  went  over  the  water  for  prece- 
dents, Mr.  M.said,  we  reason  fromapeople  in  a  rtTf 
different  situation  from  that  of  Americans.  The 
people  of  thiscouotry,  almost  to  a  man, understand 
the  nature  both  of  the  State  and  Federal  Govern- 
ments, which  could  not  be  said  of  the  great  bvik 
of  the  people  in-Butope,  who  do  not  trouble  ihem- 
lelvea  about  the  concerns  of  Oovernment.  The 
people  here  will,  therefore,  much  sooner  discern 
and  repel  any  encroachments  upon  their  liberty, 
of  which  they,  as  freemen,  OBghl  to  be  extremely 
jealous. 

Mr.  McDowell  was  in  hopes  that  when  the 
third  article  of  the  amendments  to  the  Constitu- 
tion had  been  read,  that  the  onconslitulionality  of 
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tbis  bill  would  have  been»o  evident,  that'll  would 
bare  been  rejected  without  debate. 

Mr.  McD.  was  sorry  that  the  geotleman  from 
CoDnecticut  should  have  thought  it  necessary  to 
have  takeo  up  ao  much  of  the  time  of  the  Hoase 
by  reading  paragraphaj/'oia  newspapepers.  which 
everybody  bad  seen ;  put  it  might  have  b«em  ex- 
pected alter  the  genllemau  had  taken  ao  much 
pains  to  villify  and  abuse  the  prini^i  of  one  of  the 
papers  of  this  :;ily,  a  citizen  of  lesnectable  cbV' 
aetgc  and  connexions^  thai  he  sS^outd  have  taten 
jitToMl  lome  nonce  of'  another,  called  the  British 
printei,  who  boasts  of  being  a  subject  of  King 
Oeorge,  and  who  is  general^  suppooed  to  be  in 
'  tbe  pay  of  the  British  Minister — wnose  paper  eoo- 
(ains  more  libels  and  lies  than  any  other  in  tbe 
United  States,  and  who  Dotwithstanding  is  coud- 
Wnaaced  by  cbaracleis  whom  be  was  soiry  to  see 
have  any  connexion  with  such  a  man;  whosecon- 
•tant  daily  business  it  is  to  abuse,  and  lendei  ridi- 
fcolaus,  every  member  of  our  Qovemtnent  who 
does  Bot  in  everytbing  fall  in  with  British  vie«bJ 

As  to  what  bad  been  said  with  respect  u>  the 
oiicular  and  other  letters  of  nkembers  which  have 
been  published,  be  had  seen  some  of  them  and. 
heard  of  others.  It  was  not  anythiDK  which  the 
gentleman  from  South  Caroliaa  coula  say,  which 
would  prevent  him  from  speaking  and  writing  hit 
sentiments  freely.  The  gentleman  from  Booth 
Carolina  said  be  had  seen  a  letter  in  tbe  papers 
the  signature  of  which  he  knew.  He  should  be 
f]td  to  know  where  he  saw  the  signature  to  know 
II 7  He  had  seen  a  letieiin  Fenno's  paper,  signed 
MeDoveU,  followed  by  some  violent  strictures  on 
the  lettec,  and  on  tbe  author.  The  letter  he  owned 
to  be  his,  but  the  insinuations  contained  in  the  ob- 
■errstions  upon  it  were  as  false  as  they  were  mn- 

Mr.  HABrEBsaid,  heknew  tbe  gentleman  wrote 
(be  letter  in  qtiesiioa ;  but  be  WMild  assure  him 
be  did  not  see  it  under  seal,  nor  did  be  break  tbe 
seal,  or  write  the  strictures  upon  it. 

Mr.  Oallatim  wished  that  tbe  bill  bad  been 
committed  before  any  detMte  bad  taken  place,  as, 
in  its  present  stage,  any  obeervations  on  details 
nisceptible  of  amenQmeat  would  be  out  of  order ; 
aad  h^  must  now  confine  himself  to  the  general 
question  "  Does  the  siloation  of  the  cotm^,  at 
4bis  time,  require  that  any  law  of  thb  kind  should 
pass  1  Do  there  exist  sneb  new  hnd  alarming 
sympiotos  of  sedition,  as  render  it  necessary  to 
adopt,  in  addition  to  the  existing  laws,  any  extiaor- 
4iitaiy  meaaure  few  tbe  purpose  of  suppressing  un- 
lawful eombinaticms,  and  of  restricting  tbe  fiee- 
dwn  of  Bpeeehnnd  of  the  press?  For  such  were 
ih»  objects  of  the  bill,  wnalever  modifications  it 
■Mght  hereafter  receive. 

The  manual  in  which  the  priDdple  of  the  bill 
bad  been  supported,  was  perhaps  more  extraor- 
dinary still  than  the  bill  itself.  Tbe  gentltman 
from  Connecticut,  (Mr.  Allbh,)  in  order  to  prove 
the  existence  of  a  combination  against  the  Consti- 
tution and  Government,  had  communicated  to 
the  House-— -what  7  a  number  of  newspaper  pnra- 
jtnphs ;  and  even  moat  of  those  were  snch  as 
nrould  not  be  punisb^ie  by  tbe  bill  as  it  now  standi. 


The  object  of  that  gentleman  in  wishing  a  bill  of 
this  nature  to  pass,  extended  far  beyond  the  inten- 
tion of  the  Senate  who  had  aent  down  this  bill-, 
far  beyond,  he  would  veature  to  say,  the  idea  of 
any  other  member  upon  this  floor,  besides  binuelf. 
His  idea  was  to  punish  men  for  stating  facts  wbicb  i 
he  happened  to  disbelieve,  or  for  enacting  and  avow- 1 
ins  opmions,  not  criminal,  but  perhaps  erroaeoas.] 
Thus  one  of  the  paragraphs  moat  obnoxiona  to  tbe 
eentlenun  from  Connecticut,  was  that  in  whieb 
me  writer  expresses  his  belief  that  Mr.  iieny 
may  yet  make  a  treaty  with  tbe  French  Govartt- 
manl,  his  powors  being  sufficient  for  that  pu^MMc. 
[Mr.  Allbm  said,  his  charge  was  against  person* 
making  this  assertion,  when  they  knew  it  to  be  ob- 
foundMl.]  Mr.  O.  said,  he  did  not  understand  the 
gentleman's  ezplaaation.  He  now  says  that  tbe 
act  he  condemns  is  the  assertion  of  a  fact,  whieb 
may  be  true,  but  whioh  the  writer  himself  disbe- 
lieves: and  thus  he  wished  to  puniah  sncb  man  as, 
according  to  his  caprice,  be  mny  suppose  g«il^ 
of  eXfKessing  opinions  not  craiaoiiBBt  with  Atm 
own  sentiments.  For  by  what  rule  of  evidence 
could  he  discover  and  know  what  was  really  tbe 
writer's  belief;  But,  to  return,  was  there  any 
thing  criminal  in  that  paresaph :  It  asserted  thaf 
Mr.  Gerry  bad  powers  si^eient  to  tresL  The 
gmtlemabfTom  Connecticut  denies  this  to  be  true. 
Mr.  Q.  would  aver  that  it  was  an  undeniable  &ct, 
as  appears  evidently  from  the  documents  now  on 
the  table.  They  showed  that  the  powers  given  to 
the  Envoys  were  joint  and  severU.  And,  if  Mr. 
Gerry  had  powers  to  treat,  how  could  it  be  mm- 
inal  10  say  that  be  might  treat  1  Or  supposing  tbe 
writer  of  the  peiagrapA  to  have  said,  that  be  be- 
lieved Mr.  Gerry  would  treat,  could  th^  opinion 
be  charged  with  anything  but  being  erroneous  1 
When  a  paragraph  of  this  naiure  was  held  oat  oa  - 
criminal,  what  writings,  what  opioiixis,  could  I 
escape  the  severity  of  the  intended  law,  which  did  I 
not  eoincide  with  the  opinions,  and  which  ntigfat ; 
connleract  the  secret  views  of  a  prevailing  panyl; 
The  geotleman  from  Connecticut  had  also  quo- 
ted an  extract  of  a  letter  said  to  be  written  Iw  a' 
member  of  Congress  from  Virginia,  and  publiahed 
in  last  Saturday's  Aurora.  The  style  and  eon- 
position  of  that  letter  did  the  highest  honor  to  it* 
writer.  It  contained  more  informatian  and  more 
sense,  and  gave  more  proofs  of  a  sound  undentand- 
ing  and  Birou  mind,  than  ever  the  gentleman  from 
Connecticut  had  displayet),  or  could  display  on  (his 
floor.  So  imr  he  would  ventuie  to  say,  although 
he  bad  given  but  a  cursory  reading  to  tbe  letter, 
and  he  was  altogether  at  a  loss  to  know  what 
was  criminal  in  it,  though  he  might  cnaily  aee 
why  it  was  obnoxious.  Was  it  «rroneoas  or 
criminal  to  say  that  debts  and  taxes  were  tbe  mtn- 
'  warl  Or  that  st 


favor  of  an  extension  of  the  powers  of  the 
live,  and  of  ev«-y  proposed  expenditure  of  money  ? 
Was  it  not  trne?  Gentlemen  of  that  description 
avow  that,  in  tbeir  opinion,  tbe  Exeeutive  is  the 
weakestbranchofGovemment;  and theyactupoo 
the  ostensible  princifde  that,  on  that  accottnt  its 
inflneneeandpoweramust  beincrNBBd.    Look  nt 
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the  laws  poised  during  thi*  Ktsioa.  Look  at  the 
alien  bill,  at  the  provisional  *rair  bill,  look  at  the 
prodigious  influence  acquired  by  so  many  new 
offices,  and  ihen  deny  that  the  powers  of  the  Execo- 
tive  hare  not  been  greatly  increased.  As  la  the  in- 
crewedrate  of  expeitditure,  and  the  propensitj' of 
these  gentlemen  to  vote  money,  they  would  not 
tbemselres  deny  it  Was  it  criminal  to  say  that 
the  Executive  is  supported  by  a  party  7  when  gen- 
tlemen declared  thai  it  mnsi  be  supported  by  « 
party.  When  the  doctrine  had  been  avowed  on 
this  floor  that  men  of  a  certain  political  oniuitn, 
alone  ought  to  beappinnted  to  offices;  and  when 
die  Executire  bad  now  adopted  and  carried  into 
piactice  thtti  doctrine  in  its  lullest  extent  1 

Mr.  O.  acknowledged  thai  loine  of  the  newspa- 
p«t  paragraphs  quoted  by  Mr^ALLBM  wwe  of  a 
very  different  nature  from  tRt  letter.  One  of 
them,  taken  from  the  TYmeptece,  was  extremely 
exceptioDable ;  most  oC.them  contained  lentitnents 
different  from  his  own,  and  expressed  in  a  style  he 
Berer  would  adopt.  Yet  in  almost  erery  one  of 
them  there  was  a  mixture  of  trathand  error;  and 
'  what  was  the  remedy  proposed  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Connecticut,  in  order  to  rectify  and 
eorraoiemirl  Coercion:  a  lawinflictingfineand 
imjtrisonipent  for  the  publication     ' 


Was  the  gentleman  afraid,  or  rather  was  Ad- 
ministration afraid,  that  in  this  instance  error 
could  not  be  soecesBfully  opposed  by  troth  7  The 
American  Qovemmeot  bad  heretofore  snbsisKd, 
it  had  aeqoired  strength,  it  bad  grown  on  the  af- 
fection or  the  peofde,  it  had  been  fully  supported 
without  the  assistance  of  laws  similar  to  laa  biL 
now  on  the  table.  It  had  been  able  to  repel  op- 
position by  Uie  single  weapon  of  argument.  And 
at  present,  when  out  of  ten  presses  in  the  coimtry 
nine  wne  employed  on  the  side  of  Administratioi), 
such  is  their  want  of  confidence  in  the  purity  d 
their  own  riews  and  motives,  that  they  even  fear 
the  mteqnal  contest,  and  req^uire  the  help  of  force 
in  order  to  suppress  the  limited  circolation  (^the 
opinions  of  those  who  did  not  approve  all  their 
measures.  One  of  the  jMinwaphs  says,  that  it 
will  soon  become  a  question  Mather  there  will  be 
more  liberty  at  Philadelphia  or  Constantinople. 
The  gentleman  from  Connecticut  bitterly  com- 
iriaiiM  of  this,  as  insinuatinc  that  some  persons  in 
Oovemment  intend  to  estauiaha  despotic  power ; 
and  in  order  to  convince  the  writer  of  bis  error, 
that  gentleman  not  only  supporls  the  bill,  but 
avows  principles  perfectly  calculated  to  justify  the 
aaaertionacootainedta  the  paragraph.  [Mr.Ai.LEN 
•aid,  he  stated  all  these  thinf[s  to  show  the  temper 
of  ceitaio  seditions  persons  in  the  United  States.] 
Mr.  Q.  remarked  that  if  the  gentleman  from  Con- 
oecticut,  by  that  explanation,  meant  to  say  that  the 
puagrajihs  he  had  quoted  were  not  criminal,  but 
only  evi'deneee  of  a  general  seditious  temper,  it 
was  extraordinary  that  in  order  to  prove  the  exist- 
teoce  of  certain  criminal  combinations,  which,  in 
his  opinion,  it  was  necessary  to  punish,  he  had 
brought  in  evidence  only  wriiiogs  which  he  now 
acknowledged  ought  not  to  be  pontshed.  But,  at 
all  events,  Uiat  gralleman  siqiptned  the  existence 


of  a  certain  seditions  spirit,  which  in  his  opnim  ' 
ought  to  be  crushed. 

Aodhowhas  that  seditious  spirit  been  exhibited'? 
The  only  evidences  brought  by  the  sapportera  of 
this  bill  consist  of  writings  expressing  an  opinion 
that  certain  measures  of  Ghiveroment  have  bean 
dictated  by  an  unwise  policy,  or  by  improper  m<H 
tivea,  and  thai  some  of  tbem  were  uaconstitntional.  . 
This  bill  and  its  auppntets  supppose,  in  fact,  that  [ 
whoever  dislikes  the  measures  of  Administraiioii  I 
and  of  a  temporary  majority  in  Congtcss,  and  sball,  \ 
either  by  speaktngorwritiBg,expresshisdisappro-  \ 
batiOD  and  his  want  of  eon&lence  in  the  men  now   \ 
in  power,  is  aeditioiis  is  an  enemy,  not  of  Admio*    J 
istration,  hut  gi  the  Constitution,  and  is  liable  to^ 
punishment.^  That  principle,  Mr.  O.  aaid,  was  sub- 
versite  of  fhe  princii^es  of  the  Constitution  itself  ■ 
If  you  put  the  press  under  any  restraint  in  respaot 
to  the  measures  of  members  of  Qoveniment ;  if 
you  thus  deprive  the  peopleof  the  means  of  obtain- 
ing iaformaiioii  of  their  conduct,  you  in  fact  leiH 
der  their  right  of  electing  nugatory  ;^  anjlihjg^biU 
must  be  cQuiidored  only  as  a  weapon  uaed  by  t' 
party  now  in  power,  in  order  to  perpetaate  their 
anlboriiy  and  preserve  their  present  places. 

The  gentleman  from  C^tnecticat  had  cod- 
cloded  his  obtervatioQs  by  staling  that  be  covld 
not  Qonceive  how  gentlemen  could  day  after  day 
hear  or  read  soeh  abusivti  and  soditious  piecos  and 
rest  quietly  on  their  pillows.  He  would  give  to 
that  gentleman  a  piece  of  information  that  would 
diminish  his  astonishment.  He  had  himself  hcatd 
day  after  day  the  illiberal  abuse  poured  from  sev- 
eral quarters  of  this  House  against  himself  and 
his  friends;  he  had  heard  tbe  grf^sseat  and  movt 
abusive  language  from  the  lips  of  that  gentleman; 
nay,  he  had  heard  the  most  seditiotis  expressions 
falling  from  him ;  he  had  heard  him  say,  that  if 
gentlemen  on  this  floor  did  not  adopt  certain  mea- 
snres,  he  knew  that  tbe  peofde  would  soon  come 
and  compel  them  to  act.  And  yet,  he  could  assore 
that  gentleman,  that  torrent  oi  aedition  and  pci- 
Boaal  abuse  had  never  deprived  him  of  an  hmir's 

'nie  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Haa- 
rsa)  bad  taken  a  different  ground.  He  had  staled 
thai  he  did  not  apprehend  any  serious  misehier 
from  the  present  licenliousness  of  the  pres?  nnt3 
he  had  heard  tbe  speech  of  a  member  from  New 
York  (Mr.  LivtNOSTOK)  invitiDg  Ihe  people  lo 
resist  a  law  of  Congress.  That  gentleman  hai 
forgotten  that  Ihe  bill  which  he  now  meant  to  sni^ 
port,  cotild  suppress  and  punish  only  that  licen- 
tioinness  of  which  he  declared  he  was  not  afraid, 
and  could  not  reach  i^>eeches  of  members  of  Con- 
gress, which,  by  the  Constitution,  conld  not  be  no- 
ticed out  of  these  walls.  This  was  the  first  attack 
made  upon  a  speech  deliveted  in  this  Hooac^  but 
what,  from  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  ha 
bad,  for  some  time  expected;  for,  in  his  catear, 
after  having  grossly  attacked  mernhnv  first  ior 
writing  oireular  letters,  and  then  on  account  of 
their  private  coRespondenee,  the  next  >tep  miM 
be  to  make  their  speeches  the  foundation  of  aa»- 
diiion  law.  As  u  the  speech  itself,  so  far  as  he 
had  hewd  the  expressioas  alliidad  to,  it  was  not 
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'  an  inTitatioa  to  the  people,  or  ao  opinion  that  the 
people  should  oppose  the  alieo  bill  itself  as  udcoq- 
ititntional ;  but  merely  a  general  position  that 
they  had  a  light  to  resist,  and  would  resist  uncon- 
atiluliooal  Bod  oppressive  laws.  He  believed  that 
doctriae  to  be  slnctly  correct,  and  neither  seditious 
or  treasouable.  The  opposite  doctrines  of  passive 
obedience  and  non-rexisiance  had  long  been  ex- 
ploded.'America  had  never  received  them.  Ame- 
rica bad  asserted  the  right  of  resistiog  uncoasii- 
tutional  laws,  and  the  aay  we  were  celebrating 
yeaterday  (4th  of  July)  is  a  monnment  of  that 
right.  When  and  how  such  a  right  should  be  ex- 
ercised, was  a  different  and  delicate  question.  It 
is  a  question  to  be  decided  by  mo  tires  of  prudence 
and  by  principles  of  morality.  It  is  a  qnestion 
which  America  had  once  decided  in  the  affirma- 
tive. It  is  a  right  to  which  they  may,  perhaps,  in 
the  coume  of  events  be  again  oblieed  to  resort. 
God  forbid  that  we  should  ever  see  that  day !  But 
it  is  above  all  in  the  power  of  Government  to  avert 
such  jia' evil  by  refrain ing  from  unconstitutional 
and  arbitrary  laws.  Mr.G.  added  that  he  was  one 
of  those  who  had  the  most  sincere  and  strong  con- 
viction impressed  on  his  mind  that  the  alien  bill 
was  uncooslitutlonhl.  [The  Speaker  said,  that 
was  not  the  question.]  Mr.  G.  saiQ,  that  he  was 
not  goiog  to  make  any  remarks  on  that  law,  or 
any  that  could  by  any  one  be  supposed  to  be  out 
of  order.  iHe  meant  only  to  state  that,  notwith- 
standing that  conviction,  his  opinion  was  that  an 
appeal  must  be  made  to  another  tribunal,  to  the 
Judiciary  in  the  first  instance,  on  the  subject  of  a 
BUpposea  unconstitutional  law ;  and  that  even 
where  no  redrgss  could  be  obtained,  he  did  not 
think  that  law  alone,  and  in  itself,  suiScient  to 
jtutify  resistance  and  opposition  even  in  those 
wbo  thought  it  unconstitutional. 

Mr.  Q.  concluded  by  observing,  that  he  bad  con- 
•idered  only  Uie  general  object  of  the  bill  on  the 
table,  on  a  supposition  that  it  might  be  modified 
ji)  as  to  be  tendered  consonant  ,with  the  Consti- 
tution. The  object  of  the  first  section  was  lo  pun- 
ish unlawful  combinations,  resistance  to  laws,  and 
other  crimes  and  misdemeanors,  all  of  which  were 
already  punishable,  and  had  in  some  instances  ac- 
tually been  punished  by  the  Courts  of  the  United 
Slates.  That  section,  therefore,  is  altogether  use- 
lees.  In  order  to  prove  the  necessity  of  the  second 
section,  which  went  to  impose  restraints  on  the 
liberty  of  speech  and  of  the  pre&&  it  was  at  least 
necessary  to  prove  the  existence  of  a  seditious  dis- 
position amongst  the  people.  The  supporters  of 
the  hilt  bad  been  unable  to  bring  a  single  fact  be- 
fore this  House,  in  support  of  t^at  position.  So 
long  as  they  were  compelled  to  resort  only  to 
newspaper  paragraphs  and  speecheii  on  this  floor, 
in  order  to  show  the  absolute  necessity  of  passing 
•edition  laws,  he  thought  it  useless  to  investigate 
more  deeply  the  principles  of  this  bill,  and  he 
trusted  the  weakneM  of  their  arguments  woald 
.  afford  a  sufficieot  proof  to  this  House  of  the  weak- 
ness of  their  cause,  and  was  sufficient  to  insure  a 
rejection  of  the  bj^. 

Blr.  Dana  did  not  propose  to  enter  intoanycoa- 
;  the  honor  vhicli  some  gentle- 
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nteu  seemed  disposed  to  ain^ate  to  themselves, 
on  account  of  certain  sentiments  which  they  bare 
avowed.  If  any  members  of  that  House  were 
ambitious  of  being  distinguished  as  heialds  of 
calumny  and  apostles  of  Insurrection^  it  mif^l 
serve  to  show  how  incorrect  were  their  ideas  <tf 
what  is  truly  honorable. 

Neither  was  it  his  intention  to  answer  all  tbe 
remarks  of  gentlemen  in  opposition  to  tbe  bill,  at 
to  go  into  a  critical  examination  of  its  details.  la 
his  opinion,  such  a  discussion  would  be  impropei 
on  the  question  then  under  debate  ;  wfaicb  was, 
whether  tbe  bill  should  be  rejected  without  a  sec- 
ond reading.  Whatever  objections  might  be  made 
to  its  details,  these  would  be  liable  to  amendments 
after  it  should  again  be  read  and  referred  to  tbe 
Committee  of  iW  Whole.  The  leading  princi- 
ples of  the  bill,  tbnefore,  were  what  he  intended 

The  bill  baa  two  objects  in  view— it  proposed 
to  punish  conspiracies  and  calumnies  agamat  tbe 
GovernmenL  Against  this  bill,  the  freedom  of 
speech  and  of  the  press  has  been  insisted  on;  and 
the  bill  has  been,  condemned  as  violating  one  of 
the  articles  adopted  as  amendments  lo  the  Con< 
stitution.  Why  is  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania so  very  anxioos  on  the  subject  ?  Or  is  it 
abridged  by  a  taw  to  restrain. lying]  Could  tbe 
framer*  of  tbe  Constitution  intend  to  guarantee, 
as  a  sacred  principle,  the  libeny  of  lying  against 
tbe  Grovemmeotl  What  do  gentlemen  under- 
stand by  "  the  freedom  of  speech  and  of  the  press  1" 
Is  it  a  license  to  injure  otbets  or  the  Oovemmeui, 
by  calumnies,  with  impunity  1 

Let  it  be  remembered,  that  the  uttering  of  ma-j 
liciona  falsehoods,  to  the  injury  of  the  Govern- 
ment, is  the  offence  which  it  is  now  intended  lo 
restrain ;  for,  if  what  is  uttered  can  be  proved 
true,  it  will  not,  according  to  this  bill,  be  punisbed 
as  libellous.  What,  then,  is  tbe  rational,  the  ban-  \ 
est,  tbe  Constitutional  idea  of  freedom  of  lan- 
guage or  of  conduct?  Can  it  be  anything  more 
than  the  right  of  uttering  and  doing  what  is  not 
injurious  to  others  1  This  limitation  of  doing  no 
injury  to  the  rights  of  others,  undoubtedly  belongs 
to  the  true  character  of  real  liberty.  Indeed,'  earn 
it,  in  the  nature  of  things,  be  one  of  the  rights  of 
freemen  to  do  iajnty  f  Let  gentlemen  consult 
any  writer  of  esiabiished  reputation  on  this  sub- 
ject ;  let  them  examine  the  Constitution  of  their 
own  favorite  "terrible"  Republic  1  they  will  not 
find  tbe  ideas  of  liberty  extended  to  that  indefinite 
latitude  which  they  aavocate  on  thb  floor. 

However,  if  there  are  gentlemen  wbo  seriouslf 
and  conscientiously  believe  that  it  would  be  vio- 
lating the  Constitution  to  restrain  abuses  of  the 
press,  by  punishing  the  guilty ;  if  there  are  gea- 
tlemen  who  believe  that  malicious  calumuiea 
against  the  Government  ought  to  be  attend  and 
published  with  impunity,  such  gentlemen  ought 
certainly  not  consent  to  act  further  upon  t|us  snb- 

i'ect.  Mr.  D.  was  of  a  different  opimon.  fHe  be- 
ieved  that  the  editor  of  a  newspaper,  like  the 
writer  of  a  public  history,  in  the  execution  of 
his  office,  should  dare  to  utter  what  u  tnie, 
and  dread  to  utter  anything  that  is  false.    Cofr- 
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J,  therefore,  that  the  liberty  of  lying,  (hi 
privilege  of  vice,  is  what  is  tfuly  iDiended  to  be 
comcied  by  ibii  bill,  how  is  it  pijuible  that  gen- 
tlemeu  should  appear  so  aniioas  to  excite  clamor 
acaiast  it  1  Foi  himself,  Mr.  D.  wanted  not  I 
mwTty  of  calnmny  or  of  conspiracy,  and  was 
favor  of  the  principle  of  ihe  bill. 

Mr.  Nicholas  said,  ihe  determiniiig  a  politii 
question,  true  or  false,  woula  rest  ninn  a  variety 
of  considerations;  ana  the  doctrine,  in  its  eilent, 
would  have  the  effect  lo  suppreu  useful  truths. 
As  to  falsehood,  he  believed  the  opposem  of  this 
bill  are  as  incapable  of  it.  or  of  supporting  it,  as 
the  ffeoileman  from  Connecticut,  or  any  other. 
iSt.  Habfeb  explained. 

Mf.  CyiK  (aid.  be  choold  vole  asainst  the  re- 
jsetifia  (#lbi*  biU,  beckuw  he  wished  to  see  it 
and  examioB  it,  and  not  because  he  meant  to  vote 
for-  it  at  all  evenu.  If  he  thought  it  went  to  pre- 
nnt  the  freedoHi  of  debate,  or  to  hiiider  meoiber* 
from  commaaicatiiig  freely  with  their  constitQ~ 
enis,  or  to  reetnin  the  publication  of  the  debates. 
be  Wonld  be  for  rcjeeliDg  it ;  boi,  not  believing  it 
went  to  rntrain  any  of  thHe  thing*,  he  wisheiTta 
have  an  opportunity  of  ming  the  bilL  and  of 
hearirur  its  merits  discussed. 

Mr.  RiTTERA  said,  gentlemen's  arguments  were 
at  war  with  each  other.  On  one  side  it  is  said, 
this  bill  is  a  vialatiuu  of  the  Constitution ;  on  the 
other,  it  ia  said  to  be  founded  oq  common  law 
principles.  If  the  latter  is  true,  it  may  be  wi&e  and 
proper  to  pass  Ibis  bill.  It  was  wise  in  all  Govetn- 
menis  to  nave  the  people  well  informed  with  re- 
weet  toorimeson  common  law  principles.  It  was 
dasiiable  oq  another  account :  It  baa  lately  been 
advanced  as  an  opinion  by  law  gentlemen  in  the 
FadeisI  Gourti,  that  those  Couiia  have  not  a 
common  law  jarisdiclion  in  criminal  cases.  If 
90,  it  is  important  to  pass  a  bill  on  the  subject. 

The  question  on  rejecting  the  bill,  was  taken 
by  yeas  and  nays — yeas  36.  nays  47,  as  follows : 

TiAs—David  Bard,  Lemuel  Benton,  Thoa.  Bloant, 
Demsaj  Burse*,  Thomu  ClsibOTne,  William  C.  C. 
CUibome,  John  Clopton,  John  Dawaan,  John  Faivler, 
Albert  Gallatin.  Jamea  Gillespie,  Andran  Gregg,  John 
A.  Hanna,  Carter  B.  HaniMin,  Jonathui  N.  Harena, 
Joeaph  Hciiter,  David  Holmes,  Walter  Jones,  Edward 
IdTinfitm,  Matthew  Iioeket  Matthew  Lyon,  Nathaniel 
Macao,  Blaii  McClenaehan,  JoMph  McDowell,  Antho- 
ny Naw,  John  Nicholai,  Samuel  Smith,  William  Smith, 
luchard  Sprigg,  inn.,  Richard  Stanford,  Thomai  SatO' 
ter,  John  Tiigg,  Philip  Van  Cortluidt,  Joaeph  B.  Var- 
nom,  Abiabwn  Venable,  and  Babert  Williams. 

Nati — John  Allen,  George  Baer,  jr.,  Bailej  Bart- 
lett,  James  A.  Bayard,  DaTid  Brooks,  Stephen  Bullock, 
Chrutopher  G.  Champiin,  John  Charaoan,  Jas.  Coch- 
ran, Joahua  Coit,  WilltaiD  Craik,  Bamnel  W.Dana,  . 
George  Dent,  William  Edmond,  Thomas  Brans,  Alriel  I 
Foaler,  Dwight  Foster,  Jonathan  Freeman,  Henry 
Olea,  Channcey  Goodrich,  William  Gordon,  Roger  Gris- 
wold,  Wilham  Bonr  Onne.  Robm^  Ooodloa  Harper  I 
WiUisni  lEndman,  Heiekiah  L.  Hoamer,  Jamea  H.  I 
Imlay,  John  Wilkea  Kittara,  Samuel  LjmmD, William 
Maltbewa,  Haniaon  O.  Otis,  Isaac  Parker,  John  K«ed, 
John  Bi^ledge,  jr.,  Jamea  Schnreman,  Bamael  Sewall, 
William  Bb^ard,  Thomaa  Sinnickaon,  Samoel  Sit: 
greavM,  Nathaniel  Smith,  Peleg  Bpragos,  Geo.  Thatch- 
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■r,  Richard  Thomaa,  Mark  Thomson,  Tbomaa  Tilling- 
haat,  Joha  E.  Van  Alen,  and  Peleg  Wadsworth. 

Mr.  Allen  laid  a  resolution  upon  the  table  to 
the  followJDgefiect : 

"  Sttohtd,  Th»t  a  committee  be  appointed  to  eon- 
eider  npon  the  expediency  of  declaring,  by  Legislative 
act,  the  state  and  relation  snbsistmg  between  the  Uni- 
ted State*  and  the  French  Republic. " 

Friday,  July  6. 
A  bill  was  received  from  the  Senate  lo  amend 
Ihe  act  for  the  sale  of  land  of  the  United  Stales 
in  the  territory  northwest  of  the  river  Ohio; 
which,  on  modon  of  Hr.  Hahfbb,  was  po«tpoa«d 
till  next  session  of  Congress. 

Mr.  B.  Surra,  from  the  oommittee  appointed 
on  ih«  subject,  reported  a  bill  to  augment  iha 
Army  of  the  United  State* ;  which  was  twiM 
read,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  lh« 
Whole. 

PUNISHMENT  OP  CRIME. 
Mr.  Habfer  said,  that  when  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  in  addition  to  the  act  for  ponishing  cer- 
tain crimes  against  the  United  Stales,  was  ye»- 
lerday  under  consideration,  he  had  given  it  as  hia 
opinion  that,  before  he  could  agree  to  it.  He  should 
wish  it  to  undergo  considerable  alteration.  H« 
'* '  not  believe  these  alterations  could  be  so  well 
le  in  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  as  in  a  select 

jmittee;  he,  therefore, moved  to  discharge  the 

Committee  of  the  Whole  from  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  bill,  in  order  to  refer  it  to  a  select 
committee. 

Mr.  McDowell  did  not  think  *this  bill  ought 
„  pass  in  any  form  that  could  be  given  to  ii.  He 
hoped  no  further  time  would  be  lost  with  it ;  but 
that  the  House  would  immediately  go  into  a  corn- 
Mr.  Tbatcheb  liked  the  bill  very  much,  and 
hoped  it  would  pass  with  very  little  amend- 
ment ;  he  thought  i(  good  in  all  its  parts.  If  uiy 
amendment  was  wisned,  howevej,  it  might  be 
made  in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  as  well  a* 
in  the  select  committee. 

Mr.  Isaac  Pahcbr  saw  no  necessity  for  sead- 
iikg  the  bill  to  a  select  committee. 

Mr.  Gallatib  wished  to  know  whether  the 
;ommitiee,  to  whom  had  been  re-committed  a  bill 
of  this  natnre,  entitled  a  bill  for  the  restraint  and 
prevention  of  seditious  persons,  had  considered 
that  subject,  or  whether  ibey  meant  to  make  any 
report  7  Perhaps  it  would  be  proper  to  recommit 
this  bill,  and  have  a  report  on  both  together. 

Mr.  ScwALL  said,  the  committee  had  generally 
considered  the  subject;  but,  as  that  bill  is  pretty 
much  the  same  as  this,  the  comniiliee,  he  pre- 
sumed, would  not  think  it  necessary,  if  this  Dill 
was  agreed  to,  to  recommend  the  passage  of  that 
bill  at  all. 

The  motion  was  !)egatir.^d — ISrotesonly  for  it. 
ADDITIONAL  NAVAL  ARMAMENT. 

Mr.  Sewall  called  the  order  of  the  day  on  the 
bill  making  further  appropriation  for  the  addi- 
tional naval  armament. 

The  House  went  into  a  committee  on  the  sub- 
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j«c(,  iDd  the  blaok  for  the  appropriation  wa«  filled 
witb  ^00,000.  It  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third 
time  to-moirow. 

BTATE  BALANCES. 

Mr.  Hahfer  called  up  the  resolution  which  he 
laid  upon  [he  [able  some  days  ago,  ia  the  follow- 
iDg  words : 

"  Boohed,  That  when  anj  Stale,  againit  which  a 
balaiiEa  wu  reportad  bj  the  CommiHioiien  appointed 
to  Mttle  the  accounti  between  ths  United  StatM  and 
As  indiTidual  Btatea,  ihall  have  expended,  in  money, 
M  in  itoek  of  the  United  Stalei  at  par,  the  amount  aa- 
■omed  fat  rach  State  b;  the  United  Stataa,  in  eractiDg, 
mlaifiDf,  or  oooipletinK  the  IbrtidoaliaDa  which  audi 
State,  acxmding  lo  jian*  to  ba  approved  bj  the  PrcM- 
dant  of  the  U^ted  Slatea,  anah  oipenditure  ahaU  be 
neeiTad  tod  aee^ted  by  the  UoilM  Stataa,  aa  a  fiiU 
aeqnittanca  for  all  demanda  against  inch  State,  on  ac- 
ooant  of  the  balance  ao  reported." 

'  This  reaolutjoD  was  referred  to  Messrs.  Habper. 
Oallatih,  and  LiviHoaTon,  to  report  thereon. 
SEDITIOUB  WRITERa. 
:PKR  proposed  the  folloi 
which  he  moved  to  be  referred  to 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union 

Saohed,  That  it  ia  expedient  to  provide  for  the  pnn- 
idunent,  npon  conviction  in  dnetbnn  of  law,  of  peiaona 
wbo  iball  write,  print,  utter,  or  publish,  or  ehall  cansa 
01  jHOcore  to  be  written,  prinlaii,  uttered,  or  publiaiiadi 
or  who  ihall  knowingly  and  willingly  asmst  or  aid  in 
writing,  printing,  ottering,  or  puUidiing,  any  false, 
Bcandalflut,  and  inalicioiu  writing  or  writings  against 
the  Government  of  the  United  Slalea,  or  either  Honu 
4^  the  Congreas«f  the  United  States,  or  the  Presideat 
of  the  United  States;  with  intent  to  defame  the  nid 
Government,  or  either  Booae  of  the  wid  Congreaa,  oi 
the  said  Preaident ;  or  to  bring  them,  or  either  of  them, 
into  contempt  or  disrepute;  or  to  eidle  against  them, 
or  either  oi  anv  of  them,  the  hatred  of  the  good  people 
of  the  United  Stales  ;  or  to  stir  up  sedition  willun  the 
United  Stales;  or  to  excite  any  unlawful  combbatianB 
therein  for  opposing  or  misting  any  law  of  the  United 
Stales,  or  any  act  of  the  President  of  the  United  States 
done  in  pDrsnance  of  any  such  law,  or  of  the  powers  ii 
him  vested  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
or  to  resist,  oppoee,  or  defeat  any  such  law  oi  act ;  o. 
to  aid,  encourage,  ,or  abet  any  hostile  designs  of  any 
foreign  nation  against  the  United  States,  their  peopir 
or  Government. 

Saohtd,  That  it  ia  expedient  to  provide  tor  the  pur. 
iahment,  or  conviction  as  aforesaid,  of  persons  who,  by 
public  and  advised  speaking  or  discourse,  eiceptjn  cases 
wherein  freedom  of  speech  is  expressly  allfiwed  by  the 
Constitutian  of  the  United  Steles  or  of  any  Sute,  shall 
knowingly  utter  oi  publish  any  felee,  scandalous,  and 
malicious  words  or  expressions  against  the  GoverDinenl 
of  the  United  States,  or  eitber  Honse  of  the  Congrees 
of  the  United  Sutrs,  or  the  President  of  the  United 
Stales,  with  intent  to  defame  the  aaid  Government, 
be  said  Preaident,  or  either  of  the  said  Houses  )  or 
bring  then,  or  either  or  any  of  them,  into  contempt 
disrepute  ;  or  to  excite  against  them,  or  either  or  an; 
of  them,  the  hatred  of  the  good  people  of  the  United 
States  i  or  lo  stir  up  aedition  willun  the  United  States ; 
or  to  eidte  any  unlawful  combination  therein,  for  op- 
posing or  resisting  any  law  of  the  United  Stales,  or  any 
act  of  the  President  of  the  United  Suies,  done  in  pni^ 
BUanee  of  any  such  law,  or  of  the  powers  vested  in  nim 


by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  Stales;  or  tooppoaa, 
resist,  or  defeat  an;  B|Kh  law  or  act;  or  to  aid,  enooor- 
age,  or  abet  any  hostile  designs  of  any  foreign  nalian 
igainst   the  United   Stalea,  theii  people,   or  Govern- 

Retebxd,  Thai  it  is  expedient  lo  provide  for  the  p«a- 
ishment  on  conviction  as  aforesaid  of  penons  who  shall 
coovens,  or  shall  cause  oi  procure  lo  be 
convened,  or  shall  knowinglj  and  irilling- 
\j  aid  or  assist  in  assembling  or  convening,  anj  puUie 
or  secret  meeting,  society,  asaembly,  or  convention,  lo 

the  number  of persons,  or  more ;  or  shall  know- 

ingly  and  willingly  attend  at,  or  join  in,  any  such  meet- 
ing, Booety,  aMombty,  or  convention,  with  intent  to 
'    BsaiBlinfbnniDg,devMnK 


contriving   any  ph>t,  eoii>pfa>B^,  or 
inst  the  peaoe  of  the  Unhed  Slataa,  or  uainat 
of  any  law  Ibaraotorof  any  aet  tXhe  Pr 


dent  of  the  United  Statea,  dona 
each  law,  or  of  the  powers  vested  in  him  hj  the  Cob> 
stitulion  of  the  United  States ;  or  with  intent  to  aid, 
eneoiirago,  or  abet  any  hostile  designs  of  any  foaaiga 
nalian  against  the  United  Stales,  tl^ir  people,  or  Qov> 
emment;  or  with  intent  to  establieh,  hold,  or  oarry  on 
any  correspondence  wit^ny  foreign  natioi^  i&  agenla 
or  people,  for  any  of  thc^dniosea  aforesaid* 

Revthed,  That  it  ia  expedient  lo  provide  lor  the  pon- 
ishment  on  conviction  as  aforesaid  of  persons  who,  not 
attending  or  joining  in  any  such  meeting,  society,  as- 
sembly,or  convention  as  a&reaa id,  shall  individually,  or 
in  conjunction  with  some  other  person  or  persona,  en- 
gage in,  carry  on,  or  cause  to  be  carried  on,  an;  oor- 
reapondence  with  any  person  or  persons  whstsoever, 
with  intent  to  form,  promote,  or  aid  any  plot,  oonajKra- 
cy  or  combination  against  the  peace  of  the  United  States^ 
or  to  aid,  encourage,  or  abet  any  hostile  designs  of  any 
foreign  nation  against  the  said  States,  their  peopia,  OT 
Government. 

Baehed,  That  the  Circuit  Couits  of  the  United 
States  ought  to  have  cogniiance  of  all  or  any  of  iIm 
said  ofienoes  committed  within  their  districla  reapeet- 
ively  ;  and  that  all  marahak,  depatj  mai^ais,  and  jail- 
ers (^  the  United  States,  and  slU  officers  thereof;  cinl 
end  military,  ought  10  be,  when  duly  thereunto  required, 
aiding  and  assisting  in  the  due  execution  of  all  and 
every  sentence  or  judgment  to  be  prononnced  by  any 
of  toe  said  Courts,  pursuant  to  the  afbreeaid  proviaiiHia, 
or  any  of  them. 

Booked,  That  nothingin  the  said  provisions,  or  any 
of  them,  ought  to  extend  "lo  abridge  the  freedom  of 
speech  and  the  press,  or  the  right  of  the  people  peace- 
ably to  assemble  and  to  petition  the  Government  fin  a 
redress  of  grievancea,"  ai  established  by  the  Coosttto- 
tion  of  the  United  Slates. 

Rttohcd,  That  the  ssid  provisions  ought  to  oonliiiiM 
and  be  in  force  for  one  year,  and  no  longer. 

These  reaolutioDs  were  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  to  whom  is  committed  the 
bill  foi  the  punishment  of  certain  crimes  againal 
the  United  Slates. 
ABROGATION  OP  TREATY  WITH  FRAJfCE. 

Mr.  Sewall  called  up  the  bill  from  the  Senate, 


Mr.  Allen  wished  the  resolution  that  he  ImiA 
upon  the  table  yesterday,  respiting  the  eondition 
and  relation  of  this  country  with  respect  to  France, 
first  to  be  taken  up. 
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fi»t  to  go  inio  a  comtderatioD  of  ihi  .  . 
We  are,  said  he,  now  in  aviate  of  war. 
Honse  know  that,  by  the  diWibulion  of  po< 
under  this  QoTerament,  it  ia  only  competeni  for 
Congress  to  declare  the  eountrv  in  war ;  there- 
fore, until  that  declaration  is  maae  by  thia  deparl- 
ment,  the  EiecaliTe  and  Judiciary  caonol  act  in 
J  if  the  couDtrjr 


eooaidered  expedient  to  declare  war  in  canM' 
qnence  of  the  repeated  agereuioDs  and  injuries 
we  ha?e  reeeirea  trom  the  French  Repoblic,  and 
the  hostility  urged  against  ds,  and  the  necestity 
there  exiats  of  making  defence  agaiost  ibem,  there 
Baa  be  do  occaiion  for  declaring  the  treaties  void; 
because,  if  war  is  declared,  it  is  the  major  propo- 
sition, and,  of  course,  incladea  all  the  minor  pro- 
pOfiiioDs,  If  discussed  at  all,  therefore,  it  would 
M  proper  to  discuss  the  major  proposition  6rst. 
He  supposed  it  was  a  subject  on  whicb  the  minds 
of  members  were  made  up.  Whether,  therefore, 
die  Tote  is  affinnaiire  or  negatiTe,  it  would  he 
beat  to  declare,  in  the  first  instance,  the  state  of  the 
country. 

Mr.  NicBOL,Aa  hoped,  if  we  are  to  come  to  this 
question  of  war  at  all,  it  might  be  so  taken  up 
as  to  occupy  the  least  time  of  the  Legislalttre. 
The  qaestioo  of  serting  aside  the  treaties  is  evi- 
dently inclnded  in  the  other;  he  hoped,  therefore, 
the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Connec- 
ticut, if  to  be  taken  up  at  all,  would  have  a  prefer- 

Hr.  Sbwall  said,  if  the  question  of  annulling 
the  treaties  with  France  was  included  in  the 
resolutiDii  of  the  gentleman  from  Connecticnt,  he 
should  tlunk  it  ought  first  to  be  taken  up ;  but  he 
did  not  think  this  was  the  case.  The  gentleman 
from  CoDttecticut  wishes  a  committee  lo  state 
what  is  our  relation  with  respect  to  the  French 
Republic.  How  could  we  say  what  oar  relation 
is,  except  we  determine  what  is  our  relation  with 
lespect  to  the  treaties  subtistiog  between  the  two 
countries'?  He  took  the  two  things  to  he  perfectly 
distinct.  The  geulleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr. 
SiTonBiTBs)  seems  to  conceive  thai  the  question 
whether  it  wilt  be  proper  to  make  a  declaration  of 
war  against  France,  is  included  in  this  resolution, 
as  he  could  not  be  so  anxious  for  the  declaration 
of  an  historical  fact,  which,  in  his  opinion,  the 
report  on  this  rcMilntioD  eonld  only  be ;  for  gentle- 
men could  not  consider  that  the  Constitutional 
pow^,  placed  in  Congress  to  declare  war,  meant 
no  more  than  a  mere  report  whether  or  not  the 
country  is  in  war.  A  number  of  acts  hare  been 
dooe,  which  are  indicative  of  war,  and  if  a  report 
was  made  as  to  our  situation  with  the  French 
Republic,  it  mnst  be  reckoned  at  least  a  stale  of 
hostility.  But  this  would  be  doing  nothing.  If 
it  was  the  intention  of  any  gentleman  to  propose 
a  declaration  of  war,  such  a  motion  would  super' 
sede  the  necessity  of  taking  up  the  bill  from  the 
Senate;  but,  as  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman 
from  Conoeclicat  did  by  no  means  go  to  thii^  he 
hoped  the  bill  he  bad  meotioned  wonld  be  first 


considered.  If  he  were  to  give  an  opinion  on  the 
subject,  it  would  be  clearly  aeainst  declaring  war 
at  present.  As  to  the  Judicial  Courts,  they  would 
find  no  difficulty  in  acting  aceording  to  the  situa- 
tion  of  things,  without  troubling  themselves  with 
the  nice  distinctions  which  genitfemen  seemed 
inclined  to  make  between  a  state  of  war,  end  a 
state  of  hostility. 

Mr.  Oallatin  wished  to  know,  if  the  House 
were  to  go  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
bill  from  the  Senate,  whether  a  declaration  of 
war  mishtnot  be  moved  as  an  ameudineot  to  the 
IhU.    To  his  mind,  there  seemed  to  be  but  little 


be  received,  it  would  be  desirable  to  know  the 
will  of  the  House  upon  it.  The  shortest  way  of 
comine  at  this  question  would  be  the  best.  He 
wished  the  Speaker  to  say  whether  he  thought 
such  a  motion  would  be  in  order. 

[No  answer  was  given  to  the  inquiry.] 

Mr.  Allbm  considered  it  best  to  act  always  with 
frankness.  He  wished,  by  bis  resolution,  that  a 
committee  should  inquire  into,  and  declare  to  the 
House,  and  to  the  country,  the  true  state  of  our 
situation  with  respect  to  France;  and  if  they 
should  report  any  measures  whicb  should  super* 
sede  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  it  Would  be  the  most 
fliir  and  open  way  o(  getting  at  the  business. 

The  question  on  taking  up  the  bill  from  the 
Senate  was  put,  and  ftegaiived — 41  to  35. 

Mr.  Allen  then  called  up  his  resolution.  It 
had  been  said  that  our  negotiation  with  Prance 
iayet  carryingon,  which  he  denied,  and  he  wished 
this  reaotntion  to  go  to  a  numerous  committee  to 
report  as  lo  that  fact,  and  as  to  our  situation  gene- 
rally with  respect  to  France. 

Mr.  Habrison  hoped  the  House  would  go  into 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  stale  of  the 
Union,  in  order  to  inquire  into  what  is  the  state 
of  the  country  1  Those  gentlemen  who  wish  war, 
and  are  determined  to  have  it,  ought  to  speak  out. 
The  world  should  imdersland  them,  and  the  peo- 
pie  ought  not  to  be  deceived.  He  hoped  gentle- 
meu  would  bring  forward  their  declaration  of  war 
at  once.  He  had  always  been,_and  should  now 
be,  opposed  to  war,  but  he  wanted  to  put  his 
negative  upon  it. 

Mr.  Habpbb  had  no  objection  to  go  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  if  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  had  any 
motion  to  make,  when  the  House  got  into  that 


Mr.  Hartley  hoped  the  resolution  before  the 
House  would  be  referred  to  a  select  committee^ 
that  the  House  might  have  a  report  upon  it.  He 
wondered  that  eenuemen  who  were  against  going 
to  war,  should  wish  to  press  the  question  ot  a 
declaration  of  it  upon  the  House. , 

Mr.  Daba  observed  that,  from  what  had  been 

iw  said  upon  the  resolution,  he  saw  no  necessity 
for  voting  upon  it  at  all. 

Mr.  One  spoke  in  Imror  of  referring  the  resoln- 
on  to  a  select  committee,  and  saw  no  reason 
jhy  the  House  should  go  mto  a  Comnuiiee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  slate  of  the  Union. 
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Mr.  Habbisom  said,  every  one  'wijuld  know  he 
had  DO  proposilion  lo  bring  forward  with  respect 
to  irar;  be  wished  to  remaia  at  peace;  but  he 
wished  his  constitneots  and  the  country  at  large 
to  be  informed  as  to  what  was  to  be  the  state  of 
the  oountry.  Seeiog,  however,  that  do  member 
ia  teadjr  to  make  the  declaration  which  had  befio 
N  often  spoken  of,  he  should  withdraw  his  motioD 
for  eoioE  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  SiTaBE&?E8  observed,  with  respect  to  the 
allusions  of  the  gentleman  last  up,  as  to  being  pre- 
pcred  for  a  declaratioD  of  war,  he  confetaed  he  feJt 
no  hesitatioD  io  saying,  that  he  thought  this  ds- 
daration  ought  to  be  made  in  some  form  or  other. 
He  beliered  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Legislature  to 
make  il.  He  had  thou^t  so  for  some  time;  but 
certain  consideralions  with  respect  to  our  Envoys 
had  prevented  its  being  proposed.  Such,  he  said, 
was  bis  individual  opinion ;  liut  he  owned  he  had 
some  scruples  abont  oringing  it  forward,  unless  he 
should  be  assured,  from  a  coinparisoD  of  the  opin- 
ions of  gentlemen,  such  a  proposition  would  re- 
ceive a  respectable  and  firm  support.  If  he  sup- 
posed this  would  be  the  case,  he  would  make  the 
motion  at  this  moment;  and  it  was  because  the 
motion  of  the  gemlemaa  from  Connecticut  looked 
towards  a  deelaratioB,  that  he  was  in  favor  of  it 

Hr.  S.  said  he  bad  heard  it  said  for  months 
past,  b^  gentlemen  of  diflereni  opinions,  that  the 
aggressions  of  France  against  this  country  were 
lawful  cause  of  war,  and  all  have  admitted  that 
it  has  become  a  single  question  of  expediency 
ipbether  we  shall  declare  war,  or  not.  It  was 
■aid  no  cODsideralion  but  that  of  interest  would 
prevent  its  being  done,  and  be  did  not  believe 
there  was  any  such.  We  have,  said  he,  for  a  loo? 
time  suffered  all  the  misehieE:  tdat  can  be  inflicted 
upoB  ns  in  a  state  of  war,  snd,  therefore,  the  single 
qneslion  is  now,  whether  we  will  avail  ourselves 
of  the  advantages  which  might  be  derived  from 
d«i«riog  war;  for,  however  trifling  gentlemen 
may  deem  the  distinction  which  be  made  between 
a  slate  of  hostility  and  war,  he  looked  upon  that 
diatinctioti  as  real  and  material.  In  case  of  an 
invasion  taking  place  bef[»«  a  declaration  erf"  war 
has  been  made,  certain  limited  authorities  are 
placed  in  the  President,  and  in  the  Executives  of 
the  several  Slates,  with  respect  to  the  armed  force; 
bat,  if  a  declaration  of  war  has  previously  taken 
place,  the  direction  of  that  force  is  placed  wholly 
in  the  hands  of  the  President  of  the  United  States. 
If  this  declaration  should  be  made,  he  should  still 
deem  it  a  war  of  defence  on  our  part.  Mr.  9. 
said  he  rose  to  declare  his  opinion  on  this  point, 
and  to  say  he  was  in  favor  of  the  motion  of  the 
gentleman  from  Connecticut. 

Mr.  Nicholas  supposed  there  could  have  been 
no  doubt  as  to  the  intention  of  the  gentleman  from 
Connecticut  in  bringing  forward  this  resolution, 
though  he  expected  it  would  have  been  found 
oocessary  to  have  made  it  more  explicit.  If  the 
<rt)ject  was,  as  he  had  no  doubt  it  was,  to  procure 
a  proposition  for  a  deeiaraiion  of  war.  be  hoped 
tbe  resotntion  would  be  so  amended  as  to  smbrace 
that  object.  At  preaeat,  it  was  quite  an  uimiean- 
ing  thing. 


Mr.  Gallatim  said,  if  he  uaderatood  the  resolu- 
tion, it  proposed  the  appointment  of  a  committee, 
to  declare  what  is^e  state  of  things  between  this 
country  and  Frame.  He  could  not  see  with 
what  propriety  Congress  could  declare  a  state- 
ment of  facts  by  a  legislative  act.  Il  would  bea 
Utile  cutious  to  pass  a  law  to  declare  Mr.  Geny 
has  no  authority  to  treat  with  the  Freikch  Gov- 
ernment; or  to  declare  that  this  room  is  sixty  feet 
long,  or  any  other  &eL  If  the  committee  were 
to  report  what  was  Becesaary  to  be  done,  he  could 
see  tne  use  of  such  a  report. 

Mr.  Lton  observed,  that  though  this  tcaohitioa 
was  not  so  explicit  as  gentlemen  might  wish,  yM 
such  as  it  was,  he  was  desirous  it  should  pas- 
He  wished  to  know  the  state  of  the  country. 
Some  say  we  are  at  war;  others  that  we  are  in  m 
state  of  hoctilitjrt  others  at  peace.  He  wished  » 
sec  a  report  on  the  subject.  He  had  eontidered 
the  country  as  in  war  for  sometime;  if  hewM 
mistaken,  he  was  desirous  his  Mistake  should  be 
rectified.  If  we  arc  at  war,  it  would  be  well  to 
request  the  President  lo  get  us  peace  as  sooa  as 

The  question  on  the  reaolution  was  put  and 
neiratived^  without  a  division. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Oris,  the  House  went  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  tbe  slate  of  tbe 
Union,  to  take  into  oonsideraiioa  the  bill  from 
the  Senate  declaring  our  treaties  with  France 
void  and  of  no  effect.  The  committee  being 
formed,  and  the  bill  having  been  read, 

Mr.  LiviNSeTON  called  for  the  reading  of  the 
treaties. 

Mr.  Gallatin  thought  it  wonld  be  sofficient  to 
have  certain  parts  of  the  treaties,  which  he  mm- 
tioned,  read.  Mr.  LivIwostoh  consented ;  hot 
Mr.  Lvofi  persisted  ia  the  motion  for  reading  ttae 
whole.  On  the  question  beiiuf  taken,  he  only  rose 
in  favor  of  it.  The  part*  of  the  treaties  called  for 
by  Mr.  G.  were  read. 

Mr.  Sewall  said  soma  doubts  mi^t  be  enter> 
tained,  perhaps,  as  to  the  propriety  at  this  taeaB. 
are.  It  is  certainly  a  novel  doctrine  to  pasa  a 
law  declaring  a  treaty  void ;  but  the  necessity' 
arose  from  the  peculiar  situation  of  Ibis  coontry. 
In  moat  countries  it  is  in  the  power  of  the  Chief 
Magistrate  to  suspend  a  treaty  whenever  he  thinks 

Goper ;  here  Con^iress  only  has  thatpower.  We 
.ve,  said  he,  during  this  session,  in  a  varietv  of 
cases,suspended  the  treatieainqnefltion,  by  auaor- 
iziag  measures  of  hostility  against  Fraoee,  ctm- 
trary  to  the  stipulat'  .  -■  .    -        <- 


iheee  treaties  by  legal  authority.  But  h 

IO  do  this,  in  the  manner  proposed  by  the  Senala, 

lid,  at  least  be  inconvenient.    He  could  not 

ceire  that  tne  Senate  meant  togo  so  far  as  this 


bill  goes.  We  ought  not  to  say  the  treaties  ar« 
void  and  of  no  efleci.  They  must  have  effect  n 
historical  facts;  they  must  nave  effect  in  our  ap- 
peal to  the  world,  on  the  ground  of  their  hariag 
been  violated,  and  in  o^  claim  upon  France  oa 
acconnt  ot  thste  viotaiioas.  There  afo  also  other 
articles  which  must  have  efihet  in  case  of  wax. 
He  allnded  en  the  aotialea  whidi  laspeet  the  sita»- 
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oiiDUr,  01  Ameri- 

.      .  .  _    ...  _3,  after  w«t  abwl  have  been 

declared  bjr  eitUer  Powar.  Mr.  S^^  therefore,  pro- 
posed ft  aew  form  of  a  bill,  more  simple  and  with 
a  much  shorter  preface,  viz  ;  ''  that,  whereas  the 
tiutiea  haTe  been  m  numerous  iostaaces  violated, 
they  are  no  longer  to  be  coDsjdeied  as  law  within 
the  United  Stales,"  d«.  It  also  proposed  that 
any  claim  or  reslraini,  stipulated  by  the  said 
teeaties,  shall  be  abront«d  and  annulled. 

The  CatiRiUH  said  this  motion  wai  not  in  or- 
der, and  could  not  be  received. 

Mr.  NiCHOL^a  saw  no  difiereaoe  between  the 
■ubstitute  proposed  and  the  original  bill.    The 

SDileman  from  MaAtaohusetts  wished  to  retain 
B  provision  relaiiTe  to  the  residence  of  ihe  citi- 
aeos  of  either  conotry,  after  declaration  of  war 
riiall  have  taken  place;  but  could  that  gentleman 
for  a  motneal  suppoae  that  tie  could  annul  one 
part  of  a  treaty  and  preserve  other  parts?  The 
idea  appeared  to  htm  a  very  extraordinary  one. 

Mr.  BuTUEDoE  hoped  the  comtDittee  would  rise, 
aad  that  the  bill  would  be  referred  to  a  select 
committee.  He  believed  it  would  be  better  to  de- 
elare  a  part  of  the  treaties  void  than  the  whole, 
which  he  tboughi  might  with  propriety  be  done. 

Mr.  NicHoi^B  had  no  objection  to  the  com- 
mittee's riaiiwi  but  he  could  not  believe  we 
could  take  sncn  parts  of  a  treaty  as-we  liked,  and 
declare  the  rest  void. 

Mi.  Dana  believed  that  the  gentleman  from 
Virainia  did  not  rightly  apprehend  what  bad  been 
Mia  by  the  geutlemaa  from  Massachusetts.  Mr. 
D.  admitted  the  impropriety  of  declaring  void  and 
of  no  effect  a  legal  instrument  which  was  oriei- 


•  difllerent  phiaseologjr.  He  believed  a  proper 
mode  of  acting  upon  inu  business  would  be,  to  de- 
clare the  stipulations  of  the  French  treaties  no 
longer  obligatory  on  the  United  State*.  This  we 
may  justly  do  in  consequence  of  their  being  di«- 
tegarded  bv  Fiance. 

As  to  tne  effect  of  such  a  declaration,  be  be- 
knowledged  that  it  must  be  regarded  as  abiogating 
all  those  articles  of  the  treaties  which  are  execu- 
tory, such  as  stipulate  for  the  future  conduct  of 
the  parties.  Agreeing  thus  far  with  the  gentle- 
man from  Virgmia,  he  would  content  most  eheer- 
ftilly  that  all  ;uth  articles  should  be  set  aside^  as 
they  respect  both  countries.  But  the  declaration 
would  not  have  any  effect  on  article*  which  are 
executed,  such  as  contain  cessions  or  renuacia- 
tioiu  of  territorial  claims,  and  where  a  correspond- 
JBg  possession  has  taken  place.  The  operation  of 
tbese  articles  it  completed,  and  cannot  be  reversed 
by  the  declaration  now  proposed. 

Mr.  D.  then  moved  to  amend  the  enacting 
clause,  by  expunging  alt  the  words  after  "  That," 
and  stutttitutuig  the  United  States  are,  of  rwlit, 
freed  and  exonerated  from  the  stipulations  ofthe 
treaties  heretofore  concluded  between  the  United 
Sifttea  and  Fiance,  and  that  the  same  sJiall  not 
hcneeforth  be  regarded  as  l^Uy  obligatory  on 
the  Gorernmentor  citizens  of  the  United  Statea." 

Mr.  Otis  approved  of  this  motion,  and,  after  a 


few  observations  by  bim  in  favor  of  it,  the  ques- 
tion was  pnt  and  carried  upon  it  without  a  division. 

Mr.  O.  then  moved  to  strike  out  the  whole  of 
this  preamble ;  which  motion  being  carried, 

Mr.  Dana  proposed  that  the  reasons  for  passing 
this  bill  should  be  condensed  in  the  preamble,  to 
read  as  follows :  "  Whereas,  the  treaties  conclu- 
ded between  the  United  Slates  and  France  have 
been  repeatedly  violated  on  the  part  of  the  French 
Government,  and  the  just  claims  of  the  United 
States  lor  reparation  of  the  injuries  so  coiomilied 
bare  been  refused ;  and  theirattemptt  to  negotiate 
an  amicable  adjuxtment  of  all  complain tt  between 
the  two  nations  hare  been  r«>elled  withindigoity; 
and  whereas,  under  the  authority  of  the  French 
Government,  there  it  yet  pursued  against  tha 
United  Slates  jt  system  of  predatory  violence  iit> 
fractiog  the  laid  treaties,  and  hostile  to  the  tight* 
of  a  free  and  independent  nation,  therefore,"  &«. 

The  question  on  the  preamble  was  put  and  car- 
ried—41  to  36. 

The  ctmuuittee  then  ruse,  and  the  House  took 
up  the  amendments.  On  the  question  being  put 
on  agreeing  to  the  new  preamble, 

Mr.  Bayabd  said  he  thought  it  more  in  detail 
than  was  necessary.  He  thought  it  more  like  a 
State  paper  than  the  preamble  of  a  law.  He 
thought  ihe  preamble  oiight  to  go  no  further  thao 
to  state  sufficient  ground  for  the  act,  which  was 
about  to  be  done  ;  and  he  took  it  for  granted  thai 
whenever  a  nation  violates  an  essential  article  of 
a  treatv,  it  is  competent  for  the  other  party  to  de- 
clare l&e  treaty  no  longer  binding  upon  them.  He, 
therefore,  moved  to  strike  out  all  Ihe  preamble 
after  saying  the  treaties  have  been  frequently  vio- 
lated. As  to  the  French  having  committed  dqire- 
dations  upon  our  commerce,  and  refused  to  aitga- 
tiate  wiUi  our  CommisjicHieis,  thotuh  these  cir- 
cumstaaces  may  be  a  just  cause  oi  war,  he  did 
not  know  whether  they  ware  sufficient  ground 
upon  which  to  declare  a  treaty  void. 

Mr.  KiTTBRA  was  against  striking  out.  He 
could  not  agree  that  there  conld  be  causes  for  a 
declaration  of  war,  which  are  not  also  cause*  foe 
settiog  aside  a  treatv.  Xbe  reverse  of  this  position 
appeared  to  him  to  be  true,  viz :  that  there  might 
be  causes  for  declaringa  treaty  void,  which  would 
not  be  cause*  of  war. 

Mr.  Cbaik  was  in  favor  of  the  preamble  as  it 

Mr.  QoBDOH  hoped  the  amendment  would  not 
prevail.  It  ought  to  be  considered  that  if  thi* 
bill  passed  into  a  law,  it  woald  be  considered  as  a 
novel  thing.  It  will  be  tantamount  to  a  State 
declaration  to  annul  a  treaty,  and  there  ought  to 
be  the  grounds  annexed  (o  it  which  had  led  to  the 
measure ;  and  thoiu;h  the  gentleman  from  Dela- 
ware is  desirous  of  slating  a  sufEcieat  cause,  he 
did  not  think  his  motion  went  far  enough.  The 
practice  of  nations  is,  that  when  injuries  are  doiie, 
reparatioD  is  demanded ;  and  it  was  necessary,  in 
his  opinion,  to  state  that  this  demand  had  been 
made  in  vain,  and  that  the  injariea  complained  of 
are  still  continued. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  hoped  the  amendment  would  be 
adopted.    He  disliked  preamble*  rny  much.  The 
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Teasobs  given  bf  the  getitlemaa  from  Delaware 
ia  faror  of  his  motion  he  thought  well  founded. 
Itwonld  be  much  belteilogireooe  good  reason  for 
decUriag  the  irESiiea  no  longer  biading,  than 
•ereral  doubtful  ones.  In  his  opioioa  there  were 
some  of  this  description  aa  the  preamble  stands 
Kt  present.  He  did  not  know  ihai  a  reparation 
for  injuries  had  b«en  refused  by  France.  He  had 
Men  nothing  like  an  absolute  demand  made  upon 
the  French  Qorernment.  The  £nroy»  were  em- 
powered to  make  the  demand ;  bat,  from  their 
not  having  been  duljr  received,  the  demand  was 
never  made.  If  it  were  made,  it  is  clear  it  has  not 
been  complied  with ;  bat  we  hare  no  evidence  of 
of  its  having  been  refused  to  be  complied  with. 
On  the  contrary,  vrt  see  that  on  the  3d  of  April, 
Talleyrand  bad  Kxed  a  day  on  which  he  proposed 
to  treat  with  Mr.  Qerry  on  the  subject  ot  the  dis- 

tntes  between  the  two  countries.  We  have  not 
eard  the  result  of  the  conference;  hut  it  may 
have  happened  that  Mr.  Talleyrand  has  offered  to 
make  complete  reparation  for  the  injuries  com- 
mitted on  our  commerce,  and  this  mtelligence 
may  arriTc  here  a  fortnight  hence,  and  laen  a 
declaration  of  this  sort  would  not  have  a  good 
appearance.  He  thought,  therefore,  it  would  be 
better  to  strike  these  words  out  tbao  to  retain 

Mr.  8.  presumed  it  was  not  yet  sedition  for  him 
to  say  that  he  believed  proposals  to  treat  would  be 
made  to  our  Commisioners,  independeot  of  any 
tribute,  and^snch  as  this  country  mi^ht  with  honor 
accept.  He^oped,  therefore,  no  difficulty  would 
be  placed  in  the  way,  by  passing  the  preamble  as 
it  now  stands. 

Mr.  Dan*  was  not  generally  in  favor  of  affir- 
ing  preambles  to  laws.  Whenever  the  subject  is 
•ucb  thai  it  is  obviously  competent  for  the  Legis- 
lature  to  act  upon  it;  whenever  the  act  proposed 
is,  from  its  nature,  completely  within  the  usual 
Legislative  powers,  and,  without  any  explanation, 
appears  peifectty  consisleol  with  nationat  honor 
andpropriety.apreambleisuonecessBry.  But  ought 
titis  to  be  said  of  the  subject  under  consideration  1 
Whence  is  it  that  the  United  States  may  abrogate 
the  treaties  with  Francel  Is  it  because  the  Legis- 
lature may,  at  pleasure^  set  aside  a  treaty  1  If  it 
is  proper  to  do  this,  without  any  external  cause, 
a  preamble  is  needless  in  the  present  instauce. 
According  to  bis  view  of  ibe  subject,  the  act  was 
founded  on  a  different  principle.  France  has  vio- 
lated the  faith  pledged  by  her  treaties  with  Amer- 
ica :  this,  bv  the  law  of  nations,  puts  it  within  the 
option  of  tne  Legislature  to  decide,  as  a  question 
of  expediency,  whether  the  United  States  shall 
any  longer  continue  to  observe  their  Eiipulaiions. 
It  IS  owing  to  the  perfidy  of  the  French  Govern- 
ment that  the  abro^tion  of  our  treaties  with  that 
nation  has  become  justifiable  and  necessary.  As 
an  American,  he  hoped  the  United  Stales  would 
always  regard  the  faith  due  to  treaties,  and  that  ail 
their  acts  wonld,  on  the  face  of  them,  appear  con- 
■islent  with  it  In  this  respect,  he  wished  the 
conduct  of  the  American  Gkivernment  to  exhibit 
a  marked  contrast  to  French  perfidy.  It  is  of  im- 
poilance  to  the  fairness  of  our  national  character. 


Therefore  it  is  that  the  facts  should  be  stated  which 
have  led  to  this  measure. 

The  geotteman  from  Delaware,  in  support  of 
the  amendment  which  he  has  moved,  supposes  it 
sufficient  to  slate  one  cause  for  setting  aside  the 
treaties.  He  is  understood  to  admit  that  a  suffi- 
cient cause  should  be  stated.  In  (his  principle,  said 
Mr.  D.,  we  are  agreed.  But  the  question  arises, 
whether  a  violation  of  the  treaties  on  the  part  of 
France  is,  of  itself,  sufficient  for  setting  them  aside? 
The  idea  of  Mr.  D.  was,  that  it  woulA  not  be  suffi- 
cient, according  to  the  liberal  principles  which 
should  be  cheri^ed  in  the  United  States.  A  treaty 
might  be  violated  by  the  imprudence  of  some 
person  in  authority,  or  by  persons  acting  without 
authority ;  and  yet  tne  foreign  Government,  on  pro- 
per representations,  might  be  willing  to  redress  the 
injury.  In  snch  case,  it  would  ill  become  the  Grov- 
ernment  of  the  injured  party  immediately  to  dis- 
solve friendly  connexions-  Why  is  it  now  deem^ 
requisite  to  abrogate  the  treaties  by  which  this 
country  has  been  connected  with  France  ?  It  ia 
because  France  has  not  only  violated  them,  but  haa 
also  refused  that  attention  which  was  due  to  our 
representations  on  the  subject,  and  persists  in  the 
violation.  On  this  account,  and  in  order  to  show 
that  the  United  States  were  completely  justifiable 
in  tabing  the  measure,  he  was  against  the.amend- 
ment  or  the  gentleman  from  Delaware,  and  ia 
favor  of  retaining  the  several  clauses  of  the  pre- 

A  gentleman  from  Maryland  (Mr.  Smith)  haa 
declared  himself  in  favor  of  this  amendmeot,  be- 
cause, in  his  view,  there  is  no  pmof  tliat  our  claim 
for  the  injuries  committed  oo  oui  rights,  as  a  nen- 
Iral  nation,  have  been  refused  to  be  adjusted  by 
France.  The  reason  assigned  for  this  opinion  w 
so  extraordinarv  that  it  may  astonish  every  man 
acquainted  wita  subjects  of  this  nature.  It  is, 
that  the  French  would  not  receive  the  Envoys 
charged  with  this  business,  or  permit  their  speat- 
ing  to  them,  although  they  wailed  for  months  at 
the  palace-gate  of  Directorial  ATrogance,supplicat~ 
ing  in  vain  for  an  audience.  Were  the  gentleman 
from  Maryland  to  go  himself,  or  send  one  of  his 
clerks,  to  present  a  demand  for  a  sum  justly  due 
to  him,  if  bis  debtor,  instead  of  discharging  or 
attending  to  the  account,  would  not  consent  even 
to  hear  him  on  the  subject,  but  should  kick  hiia 
from  the  door,  or  order  a  servant  to  do  it,  would 
not  the  gentleman  consider  such  conduct  as  a  re- 
fusal to  satisfy  the  demand.  He  who  knows  that 
claims  of  justice  merit  the  respect  of  Governments, 
aa  well  as  of  individuals,  and  ought  never  to  be 
neglected  without  reasonable  cause,  must  know 
that  evasions,  intentional  procrastination,  and 
affected  delays,  are  equivalent  to  a  refusal  of  sat- 
isfaction. This  is  the  doctrine  of  reason,  of  com- 
mon sense,  of  municipal  law,  and  of  the  law  of 
nations.  The  &cts  stated  in  the  preamble,  there- 
fore, are  strictly  true;  ihey  are  established  fay  the 
very  statement  which  the  gentleman  has  made  to 
disprove  them.  And  since  he  has  made  a  queetioa 
on  the  subject,  it  is  of  additional  importance  for 
the  Legislature  to  declare  its  conviction  of  their 
truth. 
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Mr.  Craie  bdiitTsd,  nith  the  ptntlemsn  from 
CoDiiecticut,  lait  up,  that,  rrom  the  declaration  of 
his  colleague,  this  qnefltionwasofcoDsequeDce.  He 
bdleved  gentlemen  were  now  called  upon  to  les- 
tify  to  the  truth  of  this  statemeol,  since  it  had  been 
donbted.  The  people  ought  not  to  be  left  in  doubt 
OD  this  lubject. 

Mr.  Otis  said,  exactly  the  same  effect  which 
had  been  produced  upon  the  mind  of  the  ffentleniaii 
last  up,  WHS  also  produced  upon  his.  Before  he 
bad  heard  the  srgumenis  of  the  eentlemen  from 
Marfland  in  its  favor,  he  inEpnded  to  vote  for  the 
motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Delaware,  as  being 
more  concise,  and,  as  he  thought,  stating  sufficient 

Sonnd  for  the  act  abont  to  be  passed ;  but,  wbeo 
tt  gentleman  says  we  have  no  evidence  of  repar- 
alioo  for  the  injuries  committed  upon  our  com- 
merce bein^  refused  to  be  made,  the  abhorrence  he 
felt  at  the  idea  of  being  ranhed  among  members 
of  this  opinion  would  lead  bim  to  Tote  against  it. 
He  believed  the  facts  stated  in  the  preamble  un- 
'qnesiionably  true,  and  be  did  not  thinlt  there  could 
have  been  a  man  in  the  United  Stales  who  had  a 
doubt  on  the  subject  He  believed  there  could  be 
no  doubt  that  when  a  sum  of  money  is  neglected 
to  be  paid,  when  due.  though  the  debtor  may  refuse 
to  see  any  person  authorized  Co  make  the  demand, 
that  it  is  legally  refused  to  be  paid. 

If  the  documents  on  the  table  were  examined, 
Mr.  O.  said  it  would  be  fuund,  ihal  so  far  frpm 
Mr.  Talleyrand  having  listened  to  the  claims  of 
our  Commissioners,  he  had  expressed  his  surprise 
that  thejr  should  have  been  made,  alleging  that 
the  priority  of  claim  was  on  the  part  of  the  French 
Ooremmenl.  Mr.  O.  tnade  several  other  obser- 
ratioss,  when  be  concluded  by  saying,  that  if  any 
offers  of  pacification  were  made  by  men  of  the 
desciiption  of  those  at  present  in  power  in  the 
French  Dirvciory,  he  sboold  have  no  confidence 
ID  them  :  he  should  ihiok  them  insidious,  and  that 
they  originated  in  their  fears,  and  were  intended 
to  effect  onr  ruin. 

Mr.  Harper  said  he  wonld  say  only  a  few  words 
in  justification  of  his  vote  in  favor  of  the  present 
motion.  He  disliked  preambles  altogether.  He 
Toted  against  the  one  from  the  Senate,  and  he 
^ould  be  in  favorof  reducing  this;  for,  if  we  must 
hare  a  preamble,  he  thought  the  less  (he  better, 
It  is  the  bosines.!  of  the  Legislature,  Mr.  H.  said, 
to  pass  laws ;  if  a  manifesto  is  proper  to  be  pub- 
lished on  this  occasion,  it  would  more  properly 
&I1  under  the  Executive  department.  It  is  his 
business  to  isine  Slate  papers,  and  he  could  do  it 
much  better  than  it  could  be  done  in  this  House. 
He  was  sorry  il  should  be  thought  necessary  to 
have  any  preface  at  all  to  ihe  law,  as  it  was  de- 
IMTting  from  a  good  old  rule  laid  down  by  Con- 
Mr.  S.  Smttb  was  not  convinced,  by  anything 
that  had  been  said  against  this  motion)  that  what 
be  had  before  stated  was  ill  founded.  It  had  been 
asked  whether,  if  he  sent  three  persons  to  demand 
,a  debt,  and  the  debtor  ordered  ihem  away  without 
seeing  ibera,  be  should  not  consider  the  act  as  a 
refusal  to  pay.  He  answered,  be  should.  But  he 
voald  put  a  case,  which  he  thought  more  in  point. 


Were  he  to  send  three  persons  to  settle  a. 
with  a  debtor,  and  he  were  to  send  two  of  them 
home  again,  bui  keep  one,  and  promise  to  adjiiat 
the  business  with  him,  he  should  naiurally  expect 
be  would  do  so,  and  sbould  not  think  of  proceed- 
ing to  any  rigorous  measures  with  him,  until  he 
heard  the  result. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  has  said  that 
he  can  never  consent  to  accept  of  any  terms  from 
the  present  Executive  Directory,  as  he  shall  coa- 
sider  them  insidious,  and  not  to  be  relied  upon. 
After  a  two-years  war,  perhaps,  he  may  be  of  a 
different  opinion.     Mr.  8.  said  he  should  be  aa- 


tory  10  the  United  Slates;  but  if  the  Directory  will 
engage  that  all  ihe  depredations  upon  our  cotn- 
merce  shall  cease,  and  will  offer  to  treat  with  us  ai> 
equitable  terms,  (which  he  did  not  ihink  imprO' 
bable,)  he  should  be  for  acceding,  most  cheerfully^ 
to  the  proposal. 

Mr.  Gallatin  said  he  should  vote  against  the 
motion  lo  strike  out  a  part  of  the  preamble  agreed 
to  in  the  CommiLtee  of  the  Whole.  He  was  of 
opinion  with  gentlemen  that  it  was  better  to  past 
lawsj  in  ^eral,  without  preambles;  but  this  pro- 
ceeding IS  altogether  of  a  novel  nature.  He  knew 
of  no  precedent  of  a  Legislature  repealing  a  treat]f. 
[1  is  therefore  an  act  of  a  peculiar  kind,  and  it 
appeared  to  him  necessary  that  Congress  should 
justify  it  by  a  declaration  of  their  reasons.  Nm 
coald  he  understand  the  argument  of  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina,  when  be  said  the  Exe- 
cutive department  was  better  calculated  for  the 
publishing  of  a  manifesto  than  Ihe  Legislature,  or, 
in  other  words,  could  assign  the  reasons  that  inJSo- 
enced  Congress,  better  than  Congress  tbemselvea. 
If,  then,  a  preamUe  is  to  be  adopted,  it  ought  to 
contain  those  reasons  which  operated  in  produciDg 
the  law.  He  thou^hc  this  would  he  more  cor- 
rectly stated  by  leavjos  the  preamble  as  it  is,  than 
by  adopting  the  amendment. 

Tliere  was  also  another  reason  for  preserving 
the  preamble  as  at  present.  The  French  hare  vio- 
lated Che  Treaty  of  Commerce  made  with  thta 
country ;  but  it  woold  be  rather  difficult  for  any 
gentleman  to  show  that  repeated  violations  hare 
taken  place  of  our  Treaty  of  Al Lance  with  France. 
The  ground  of  complaint  is,  that  France  has  vio- 
lated the  Treaty  of  Commerce  between  the  two 
countries,  and  the  laws  of  nations,  and  not  the 
Treaty  of  Alliance;  and,  therefore,  a  breach  of  that 
treaty  is  not  the  reason  why  it  is  set  aside.  Besides, 
if  repeated  violations  of  a  treaty  are  sufficient  rea- 
sons for  setliog  il  aside,  it  could  not  be  forgotten 
that  certain  orders  had  been  issued  by  anolhei 
country,  which  are  not  conformable  to  our  treaty 
with  that  Power.  So,  that  it  is  not  sufficient  to 
say,  Ihat  because  a  treaty  baa  been  violated,  we  will 
repeal  it ;  but  we  ought  to  show  to  the  world  that 
repeated  attempts  have  been  made,  in  rain,  to  ob- 

But  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  is  appreben- 
sire  that  the  statement  of  (be  French  Government 
having  refused  to  make  reparation  for  iheinjuriea 
committed  upon  our  commerce  could  not  be  cot- 
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KCt.  from  the  possibility  of  Mr.  Oerry  haring  i 
eeeded  in  making  a  treaty  since  the  dale  of 
lut  despatcfaei.    He  ackno^rledged  there  wm  a 
Inrepossibility  of  thefact  being-  so;  but  this  ought 
to  oppiate  as  a  reason  against  pagsing  tbebilfal 
all,  and  not  against  the  preamble. 

Mp.  Edmond  said,  he  voted  for  rejecting  the  Sen- 
Me's  preamble.  It  appeared  to  him  that  no  pream- 
ble was  necessary.  For,  if  it  vere  necessary  to 
tttM  the  reasons  which  induced  thepauingofthis 
«ct  it  would  be  proper  lo  state  all  the  reasons  j. 
anil  to  do  that  would  be  a  work  of  considerable 
time;  and,  upon  the  facts  stated,  there  might  pro- 
bably be  a  coDsiderabte  difference  of  opinion.  If 
MBions  were  staled  for  passing  this  law,  and,  at  a 
fbniredBy,whenanadju3imeniofdiffereDce8should 
take  place,  the  negotiatior  on  the  pan  of  the  United 
States  were  to  adduce  other  reasons  for  passing 
this  act  than  are  staled  in  this  preamble,  it  might 
be  said  by  the  negotiator,  on  the  part  of  Prance, 
why  do  you  muster  up  complaints  now,  which  you 
did  not  think  of  when  the  law  passed?  He  there- 
fixe  thought  it  would  be  best  to  para  the  law  with- 
ODt  a  preamble  at  all. 

No  question  in  the  taws  of  nations,  Mr.  E.  said, 
was  mote  clear,  tfaao  that,  when  a  treaty  is  viola- 
Uted  by  ooe  nation,  theother  parly,  who  has  main' 
tained  good  faith,  may  eitl^r  discharge  them- 
Wlves  from  the  obligations  of  it,  or,  if  friendly  dis- 
posed, they  may  set  on  foot  a  negotiation,  or  they 
may  declare  war,  without  doing  either  of  the  other 
two.  He  laid  it  down  as  a  further  principle,  that 
where  there  are  several  treaties  in  existence  be- 
tween two  countries,  and  one  of  them  is  riolated, 
the  injured  party  may  demand  satisfaction ;  and  if 
it  be  not  giren,  they  may  declare  the  whole  of  the 
treaties  void.  He  therefore  was  of  opinion  that 
Prance  having  violated  our  treaty  with  her,  we 
have  a  right,  without  assiening  any  reason  for  it, 
to  aet  it  aside ;  and  as  we  nave  repeatedlr  applied 
to  them  for  redress,  and  they  hare  refused  to  grant 
iL  we  have  a  right  lo  reject  the  whole,  or  to  de- 
obre  war,  without  assigning  any  reason  whaterer. 
However,  if  we  wish  to  appear  fair  in  the  eyes  of 
tiie  world,  we  may,  if  we  please,  assign  a  renscm 
for  our  act ;  but,  in  this  case,  he  would  eith«r  give 
all  the  reasons  which  exist,  or  make  them  as  precise 
a*  possible.  He  should,  therefore,  vote  in  favor  of 
striking  out  the  words  in  question.  • 

The  question  to  strike  out  was  negatived ;  and 
the  question  being  taken  on  the  preamble,  it  was 
nrried — there  being  53  votes  for  it. 

The  bill  was  ordered  for  a  third  reading  this 
day.  It  afterwards  received  its  third  reading,  and 
was  passed — yeas  47,  nays  37,  as  follows  : 

Yxxs— John  Allen,  George  Bmt,  jr.,  Bailey  BartlMt, 
Jas.  A.  Bayard,  David  BrtxAa,  Stephen  BuUock,  Chris- 
topher G.  Champlin,  John  Chnpnian,  James  Cochran, 
jcwbua  Colt,  Williun  Craik,  Sunuel  W.  Dana,  Oeoiga 
Itmt,  William  Edmoud,  Abiel  Poster,  Dwight  Faster, 
Jonathan  Freeman,  Hrairy  Glen,  Chauncpj  Goodrich, 
William  Gordon,  Roger  Giiswold,  William  Barry  Orove, 
BobertaoodlDoHarpor,  Thomas  Hartley,  William  Hind- 


Junes  Schoremin,  Bunuel  Sawail,  WiHiam  Sbepvd, 
ThoB.  Sinnicluon,  Samuel  Silgrearas,  NaAanial  Staitl^ 
Peleg  8[na^De,  George  Thatchra,  Richaid  TbinM^  HMfc 
ThooMon,  Thomas  TilluighMt,  JohnE.  Van  Aim,  aad 
Peleg  Wadfworth. 

Niia— Abr^am  Baldwin,  Dand  Bard,  Thaa.Bloa^ 
Demsey  Baizes,  Thomii  CUiborn^  William  QuoIm 
Cole  Claibome,  John  Clopton,  iotiu  DamaoD,  Thmiae 
Evanf,  John  Fowkr,  Albert  Galbthi,  James  GiUMpiis 
Andrew  Gregg,  John  A.  Hanna,  Cartar  B.  HatrisoB, 
Jooathan  N.  Uavena,  JoM^  HeiMw,  David  Hoimm, 
Walter  Jonee,  Edwmd  Livingston,  Uattbaw  Lock^  Mat- 
thew Lyon,  Nathaniel  Haeon,  Blair  HcCleuaduib 
Joseph  McDowell,  Anthony  New,  John  Nicholas,  San- 
ue]  Smith,  William  Smith,  Richard  Sprigg,  jr.,  Richard 
Stanford,  Thomas  Sumter,  John  Trigg,  Philip  Taa 
Cortlandt,  Joseph  B.  Vsmum,  Abraham  VenaUe,  and 
Robert  Williams. 

PROVISIONAL  ARMY. 

Mr.  Harpeb  said,  the  addition  which  had  bera 
made  to  the  Standing  Army  of  the  United  States, 
since  he  brought  forward  some  resolutions  on  the 
subject  of  defence,  rendered  a  part  of  those  resolu- 
tion; unnecessary.  He  yet  wished,  however,  the 
two  last  of  those  resolutions,  relative  to  procDrltie 
additional   vessels  of  war  and   establishing  dock 

Sards,  to  be  entered  into,  together  with  the  two 
ollowing : 

Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  add  to  the  Prori- 
rionol  Army  of  the  United  States  such  number  of  n<»i- 
commissioned  officers  and  privates,  nith  a  suitable  nnin- 
ber  of  commisioned  officen,  as  ivill  Bugmenl  the  asid 
Army  to  thirty  thotuand  non-commimoned  oflieera  u>d 
privates ;  the  raid  additional  aumbei  to  be  laised  on 
the  like  contingencies,  and  the  annmiauoned  afHetn  to 
be  appointed  and  paid  in  like  manner,  as  is  [mnided 
ceipectiQg  the  said  Amy  by  eiiMing  lawa. 

"  SfaM,  That  it  is  expedient  to  eBsble  the  Pma- 
dent  of  the  United  Statea  to  raise,  immediately,  and 
bhDi;  into  eflecloal  serrioe,  soch  Bunber  of  nm-coia- 

misioned  offic«a  for  the  aaid  Ann;,  not  excvading 

hundred,  as  he  may  judge  advintageoua  lo  the  aame  ; 
the  said  DOQ-cominiHioned  officen  to  be  organixed  and 
trained  in  luch  manner  as  he  shall  prewribe,  and  to  do 
duty  as  a  separate  corpc,  or,  otheiwiae,  till  theur  aenicea 

the  said  Army  shall  be  required." 

These  resolutions  were  referred  to  a  Cammittae 
of  (be  whole  House. 

hill  was  received  from  the  Senate  for  estab- 
lishing an  office  of  Accountant  of  ihe  Navy,  4bc, 

hich  was  committed. 

The  House  went  iato  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 

1  the  bill  relative  lo  the  compensation  of  ceriaio 
officers  employed  in  the  cojleclioa  of  imposts  and 
tonnage ;  when  the  first  section,  which  related  to 
offices  at  Tappabannock  and  Georgetown,  was 
tricken  out,  and  the  bill  ordered  to  M  engrosaed 
for  s  third  reading. 

SA-roanavj'Joiy  7. 

Mr.  Harper,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  resolution  respecting  the  belaneeadue 
from  certain  States,  made  a  report,  recommendiiic . 
some  alterations  in  the  form  of  it ;  which,  havia; 
been  twice  read, 

Mr.  CoiT  moved  a  postponemeat  of  the  contid* 
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of  this  report  till  oext  icMioD.    The  qun- 
as  negatived,  33  to  29 — and  the  repori  vaa 


The  bill  making  farther  appropriation  for  thu 

additional  naral  Brnument,  and  the  bill  esiahlixh- 

ills  an  annual  salary  for  the  Surveyor  of  the  port 

ofQloucealer,  were  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

INCREASE  OF  THE  ARMT. 

Mr.  S.  Shitb  called  the  order  of  the  day  an  the 
bill  to  augment  the  Anny  of  the  United  Stales. 
The  House  aeoordiogiv  went  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  ihat  suDjecC,  when  several  amend- 
meois  were  agreed  to.  The  bill  proposed  thai 
non-commissioaed  officers  and  privates  should  not 
be  less  than  18,  nor  more  than  45  years  of  age, 
nor  less  than  five  feet  three  inches  in  height,  mu- 
sicians excepted.  These  words  were  moved  lo 
be  struck  out,  for  the  purpose  of  inserting  words 
which  should  leave  this  matter  to  the  discretion 
of  the  President  of  the   United    States,   od  the 

SoOad  that  there  might  be  youths  of  a  less  age 
an  18,  and  of  a  less  size  than  five  feet  three 
inches,  who  would  make  good  soldiers.    The  mo- 


Mr.  Allen  moved  to  iocreBie  the  pay  of  the 
private  soldiers  to  six  dollars  a  month. 
Mr.  M&CON  wished  it  to  be  six  dollars  and 


OoHnoN  was  in  favor  of  six  dollars  and  fifty 


nxty- seven 

cents. 

Mr.  S.  Shitb  thought  five  dollars  would  be 
sufficient. 

After  some  debate,  the  highest  sum  was  nega- 
tived without  a  division.  The  sense  pf  the  com- 
mities  was  then  taken  on  six  dollars  and  fifty 
eents,  and  negatived,  there  being  only  SI  voles  for 
iljandsixdoIlBrs  was  carried — 41  to  X. 

Mr.  KiTTB&A  moved  to  strike  out  the  word* 
Frtnck  Repablic,  and  to  iaseit  in  tMr  place 
"  Prance  aod  her  possenioDS." 

Mr.  8.  Smith  could  s«e  no  di&ereiMie  between 
the  two  expressions.  He  wished  the  gentleinan 
to  show  wherein  the  difference  consist^. 

Mr.  Km-BHA  said,  at  present  the  men  were  to 
be  engaged  during  the  continuance  of  the  dispute 
between  this  country  and  the  French  Republic. 
If  this  were  to  be  settled,  though  we  might  yet 
have  a  dispute  with  some  of  her  possession^L  from 
the  prosecution  of  this  war,  the  men  would  be  dis- 
charged. And  it  could  not  be  forfotten  that  a 
leport  had  been  in  ezistenoe,  which  be  thought 
lilwly  enonghto  be  true,  respeciinsasecFetajticle 
in  the  treaty  between  France  and  S^in,  by  whioh 
a  cession  of  the  Floridas  and  Louisiana  was  made 
to  France.  Therewaa  also  another  consideiatioD 
which  he  thought  ought  to  be  attended  to. 
France,  at  the  bme  we  may  have  to  negotiate 
with  her,  may  have  changed  her  form  of  Qovem- 
meni,  and  have  become  a  monarchy,  a  military 
despotism,  an  aristocracy,  or  some  other  form  of 
Oorernment,  which  might  produce  sopm  inoon- 
Tenience,  if  the  present  words  stood. 

Mi.  LiTiKQeTOM  said,  two  objections  were  made 
to  the  words  proposed  to  be  struck  out,  viz :  that 
France  may  cunge  her  Qoveranent,  or  that  b«r 


colonieeinaybecomeindependent.  Astothefirat,he 
never  before  heard  a  doubt  expressed  that,  when  one 
nation  eolered  into  a  contract  with  another,  the 
contract  coDtioued,  notwithstanding  any  change 
of  Qovernment  in  either  party,  until  ii  was  abro- 

Kled.  He  instanced  our  present  treaties  with 
nnce  whicli  were  made  under  the  monaichy  of 
France.  As  to  the  other  event,  the  gentleroui 
seems  to  look  with  a  piercing  eye  into  futurity, 
when  he  sees  the  independence  of  the  present 
colonies  of  France.  But  this  case  is  bo  remote, 
that  the  genilemaD  might  ss  well  provide  for 
keeping  the  Army  on  foot  in  case  of  a  war  with 
the  Smperor  of  Oermany.  If  such  an  event  took 
place,  it  would  be  time  enouKh  to  provide  for  it 
when  it  happened ;  except,  indeed,  the  gentleman 
may  have  aatt^  secret  mrormetion  on  this  svb- 
jeol.     If  he  has  he  should  be  glad  to  see  it. 

Mr.  Dana  thought  it  right  to  make  our  laws  to 
refer  to  naiions,  and  not  to  Qoremments.  He. 
therefore,  thought  the  expression  ptojiosed  would 
be  better  than  that  now  used.  For  if  geutlemea 
were  disposed  \f  give  the  French  QuvemmeDt  a 
title  which  would  be  gratifying  to  them,  French 
Republic  is  not  the  proper  term,  since  they  call 
themselves  the  Grand  Nation  1  He  thought  they 
had  disgrftced  the  name  of  Repablic,  and,  as  he  es- 
teemed il,  he  did  not  wish  to  apply  it  lo  that 

Mr.  KiTTEBA  said  this  propoeition  related  to  a 
contract  to  be  made  with  oar  own  soldiery  and  it 
ought  to  be  made  so  intelligible  as  not  to  be  mis- 
understood. It  was  well  known  that  during  ovr 
Revolutionary  war,  very  disagreeable  circnm- 
siances  were  jvoduced  by  the  condition  of  enlist- 
ing men  for  three  years,  or  until  the  end  of  the 
war.    He  wished  this  law  to  be  well  understood. 

Mr.  Gallatin  thought  if  his  colleague  had 
intended  to  make  this  law  understood,  he  should 
hare  proposed  a  different  amendmeiU  from  that 
which  he  had  proposed,  for  he  did  not  think  he 
could  himselfunderatandthe  motion  he  had  made. 
Does  the  gentleman  mean  that  it  is  poaaible,  that  af- 
ter we  have  made  a  peace  with  France,  we  can  be 
at  war  with  her  possessions  ?  Or  did  he  mean  thiU 
siwie  of  her  present  posaesiions  may  have  become 
independent,  and  that,  if  we  should  be  at  war 
.with  them,  these  men  should  be  kept  in  service 
until  we  have  p«u»  with  them  1  As  to  the  proba- 
bility of  oat  being  at  war  with  Louisiana  aud 
Florida,  because  they  may  have  become  inde- 
pendent, he  could  see  none  snch.  He  thooght  it 
would  be  a  favorable  circumstance  for  the  United 
States  if  those  oouotries  were  to  become  a  dis- 
tinct republic.  Mr.  O.  hoped,  therefore,  if  hiii  eol- 
league  wished  to  make  the  law  inietligible  to 
soldiers,  he  would  take  some  other  way  of  do- 

odr.  EiTTESA  altered  his  motion,  and  made  it  to 
strike  out  "  French  Republic,"  and  inseil  Prcma. 

Mi.  Thatcbek  said  the  French  OovernmetM 
had  a  right,  if  they  thought  proper  (a  exeretse  it, 
to  call  their  Oovernmatt  a  UepsUic,  in  the  tame 
way  that  people  in  this  couitryweie  in  thebaJutof 
naming  certain  Uaek  cieaturu,  Com,  Cnur,  fte., 
wkoeartainlrboreiiotesemblaacetothoee'&enwa; 
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mad  thoughFnDce,undCTtheDanieof  aRepablic, 
exercises  all  the  arbitrary  power  of  a  clespolism, 
yet.  as  she  chooses  to  be  thus  styled,  he  did  aoi 
see  that  we  had  anything  to  do  with  it. 

Mr.  T.  Claiborne  tiaid  it  mattered  not  to  us 
whether  France  discredited  the  title  she  bad  taken 
01  not.  It  was  enough  for  as  that  she  had  taken 
it,  and  that  many  migaty  nations  had  been  obliged 
to  yield  it  to  her.  Even  Great  Britain  herself, 
wat,  ftt  length,  obliged  to  do  it.  When  France 
■poke  of  thiscoaDtry,8he  would  do  so  by  ibename 
of  the  United  States.  How,  said  he,  did  we  ac- 
quire that  name  1  By  fighting  for  it ;  and  she  has 
obtained  her  title  in  the  same  way.  Bnt  does  the 
geiitleman  who  moved  this  amendment  mean,  in 
case,  after  we  are  at  peace  with  France,  we 
•bould  go  to  war  with  Spain,  the  Dey  of  Algiers, 
or  mny  other  Power,  that  we  should  still  retain 
these  men  1  He  hoped  not  No  men  would  be 
found  to  enlist  for  so  indefinite  a  term. 

Mr.  W.  Cliiborhb  thought  the  amendment 
wholly  unnecessary.  We  were,  he  said,  the  first 
nation  to  recognise  the  title  of  prance  to  a  Re- 
publican Oorerament,  and  we  claim  a  merit  from 
the  act,  and  were  we  now  to  decline  the  use  of  it, 
it  might  appear  as  if  we  expected  the  King  of 
England  was  about  to  enforce  his  title  of  King  of 
France.  When  we  speak  of  that  nation,  we  ought 
certainly  to  call  them  by  the  same  name  that  all 
other  nations  call  them.  Even  his  British  Ma- 
jesty, whose  hatred  of  that  country  must  be  full  aa 
Ct  as  that  of  the  Oovernment  of  the  United 
es,  does  not  refuse  tbem  this  title. 
The  motion  was  put  and  negatived — 46  to  26. 
Mr.  HiiRPBR  made  a  motion  to  increase  the  pav 
of  the  officers  of  the  Army ;  bnt  it  was  negatiTed, 
there  being  only  four  rotes  for  it. 

Mr.  Allen  proposed  that  the  OorerDment  c 
every  State  should  be  obliged  to  fiimish  its  quota 
of  the  men  to  be  raised.     The  motion  w 
eonded. 

Mr.  NicBoLAs  moved  that  the  twelve  regiments 
should  be  struck  out  and  eight  inserted,  as  it  ori- 
ffinally  stood.  The  motion  was  negatived — yeas 
§9,  nays  43,  as  follows : 

YiAB — David  Bard,  Lamnsl  Benton,  Thomas  Bknmt, 
Staplun  Bullock,  Thomas  Claiborne,  William  Oharle* 
Cole  Claiborne,  John  Clopton,  John  Dawson,  Albert 
Oilktin,  James  Gillespie,  JonaUum  N.  Haveni,  David 
Hplmea,  Walter  Jones,  Mitthew  Lyon,  Nathaniel  Ma- 
con, William  Matthews,  Joseph  McDowell,  Anthonj 
New,  John  Nicholas,  JamwSdinrcman,  Sauuel  Smilb, 
Richard  Stanjord,  Thomas  Sanler,  Thomas  TiUing- 
bsst,  John  TVigg,  Philip  Tan  Cortlandt,  JoMph  B. 
Tarnnm,  Abraham  Vanable,  and  Rpbart  Williams. 

NiT»-Jolui  Allen,  George  Baer,  jr.,  Bailey  Butlett, 
James   A.   Bayard,    David   Brooks,   Demiey  Burgos, 


Qeorge  Dent,  William  Edmond,  Thomas  Evans,  Abiel 
Poster,  Dwight  Foster,  Jonathan  Freeman,  Henry 
Okn,  Channcey  Goodrich,  William  Gordon,  Andrew 
Gregg,  Roger  Qriswold,  WUHam  Barry  Grove,  John  A. 
Banna,  Thomas  Hartley,  William  Hindman,  Heiekiali 
L.  Hosmer,  John  Wilkes  Kittera,  Samuel  Lyman, 
Hanison  G.  Otis,  Isaac  Paifco,  J<Ha  Reed,  John  Rnt- 
kdga  jr,  eamuel  Bewail,  William  Bbepard,  Nathaniel 


Smith,  Peleg  Bpragne,  George  Thatcher,  Ridiard  Tlt^ 
mas,  Mark  Thomaon,  John  E.  Van  Alen,  and  Paleg 
Wadaworth. 

The  Senate  informed  the  House  they  had  agreed 
to  the  amendments  of  the  House  of  Hepresenta- 
tivesto  the  bill  declaring  the  treaties  heretofore 
concluded  with  France  no  longer  obligatory  on 
the  United  States. 

MoHOAv,  July  9. 
INCREASE  OF  THE  ABHT. 

The  bill  to  augment  the  Army  of  the  United 
States,  and  for  other  purposes,  was  read  the  third 
time,  when,  on  the  quei^lion  being  put,  "  Shall  this 
bill  pass  1" 

Mr.  S.  Shitr  called  the  yeas  and  nays  upon 
the  question,  which  being  agreed  to  be  taken^  he 
hoped  those  gentlemen  who  had  voted  agamsl 
having  twelve  additional  regiments  instead  of 
tight,  would  not  now  refuse  '.o  vote  for  the  pasa- 
ng  of  this  bill,  though  the  twelve  regiments  had 
been  agreed  to. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  taken  accordingly,  and 
the  question  was  carried — 60  votes  to  11,  as  fol- 

YsA* — John  Allen,  George  Baer.jr.,  Abraham  Bald- 
win, Bailey  BarUett,  David  Brooks,  Stephen  Bnlk>«fc, 
Demsey  Barges,  Christopher  G.  Champlin,  Thomas 
Ciaibome,  William  Chsriea  Cole  Claibonie,  James 
Cochran,  Jodiua  Colt,  William  Ciaik,  Samuel  W. 
Dana.  George  Dent,  WiUiam  Bdmond,  Thomas  Bvsns, 
Abiel  Foster,  Dwight  Faster,  Jonathan  Freeman,  Al- 
bert Gallatin,  James  Gillespie,  Henry  Glen,  Chaoua- 
cey  Goodrich,  William  Gordon,  Andrew  Gregg,  Soger 
Griswoid,  Willisn  Barrr  Grove,  John  A.  Banna,  Ro- 
bert Goodloe  Harper,  Carter  B.  HaniMiD,  Thomas 
Hartley,  Jonathan  N.  Havena,  Joseph  Heiater,  Wit- 
Uam  Hindman,  David  Holmes,  Heiekiah  L.  BoMBer, 
Walter  Jones,  John  Wilkes  Kittera,  Edward  Living- 
ston, Samnel  Lyman,  William  Matthews,  John  Nicho- 
las, Harristm  G.  Otis,  Isaac  FaAer,  John  Bead,  Jokn 
Rntledga,  jr.,  James  Schureman,  Samoil  SewsU,  Na- 


Stanford,  George  Thatcher,  Richard  The 

TiUinghsst,  John  Trigg,  John  E.  Van  Alen,  Vmt 

Tan  Cortlandt,  and  Joseph  B.  Vamum. 

NjkTSr-Lemuel  Benton,  Thomas  Blount,  Ji^n  Clo^ 

Ion,  John  Dawson,  Matthew  Locke,  Nathaniel  Hac<Hi> 

Blair  McClenachisn,  Joseph  McDowell,  Anthony  New, 

William  Smith,  and  Thomas  Snntter. 

MARINE  CORPS. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend' 
menta  proposea  by  the  Spnate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"  An  act  for  the  establishing  and  organiziiu' a  bat- 
talion of  infantry,  to  be  called  the  Marine  Corps," 
which  lay  on  the  table;  whereupon, 

Ittioltied,  That  this  House  doth  agree  to  the 
said  amendments. 
AMENDMENTS  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

Mr.  D.  FoSTEB  said,  ibe  Representa tires  from 
the  State  of  Massachusetts  had  received  from  the 
Legislature  of  that  Slate  certain  propositions  of 
amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  which  he  bej^ed  leave  to  lay  befora  the 
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House.  He  did  bo.  The  aiaendmeni  propoBea 
that,  JD  addition  lo  the  quatificatioos  alreadf  re- 
qaired,  no  p«noo  shall  be  elected  President  or 
Viee  President  of  the  United  States,  or  a  Senator 
or  RepreseDlalire  in  GoD^ress,  except  a  natural- 
bom  citizen,  or  a  resident  in  the  United  States  at 
and  since  ine  Declaration  of  Independence,  ex- 
Sept  he  niaj  have  been  in  the  employtnent  of  the 
United  States  duriiiR  that  time.  Or,  if  this  pro- 
position should  not  be  agreeable,  they  propose  to 
exclude  all  persons  not  osluralized  at  tne  passing 
of  the  atneadment,  and  all  such  as  shall  not  have 
lesided  fourteen  years  in  the  United  States  pre- 
vioos  to  their  election.  Mr.  P.  grounded  a  reso- 
IntioD  upon  ihem,  'which,  with  the  amendment, 
was  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table. 
COMPENSATION   OP  HBVENUB  OFFICBBS. 

The  House  proceeded  to  eoosider  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"  An  act  to  regulate  and  fix  the  compensaiLons  of 
officers  employed  in  the  collection  of  the  inl 
revenues  of  the  United  States,  and  to  insure 
effectually  the  settlement  of  their 
whereupon, 

Rtamved,  That  this  House  doth  agree  to  the 
said  amendments,  with  amendments  to  the  fourth 

PUNISHMENT  OF  CRIMES. 

The  House,  oo  motion,  went  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whok  on  the  bill  in  addition  to  the  act  for 
the  punishment  of  certain  crimes  against  the  Unit- 
ed States;  when  , 

Mr.  S.  SsiiTB  moved  to  strike  out  the  words 
"by  any  writing,  printing,  or  speaking,  shall 
threaten  such  officer  or  person  in  puolic  trtisl,  with 


tioD,  and  as  he  had  not  forgotten  the  oath  which 
he  had  taken  to  nuintain  the  Constitution,  he 
could  never  consent  to  vote  for  these  words. 

Mr.  Daha  called  for  rhe  reading  of  that  part  of 
the  Constitution. 

Mr.  Tbatcbib  asked,  whether  if  a  Judge  was 
to  pronounce  judgment  in  a  case,  and  the  person 
upon  whom  it  was  passed  were  lo  come  to  him 
and  threaten  to  shoot  him,  or  to  burn  his  house,  if 
he  suffered  the  sentence  to  be  executed,  would  it 
ba  a  breach  of  the  Constitution  to  pass  a  law  to 
punish  him? 

Mr.  T.  Claibornb  viewed  the  principle  of  this 
bill  as  radically  wrong,  and  as  being  fraught  with 
the  most  serious  mischiefsj  from  its  creating 
crimes  which  were  never  before  thought  of  in  this 
country.  As  to  what  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts had  said  with  respect  to  a  person's  threat- 
ening the  life,  dtc,  of  a  Judge,  this  law  is  certain- 
ly not  necessary  to  punish  such  a  person.  He 
might  be  imprisoned  until  security  was  given  for 
his  belter  behavior.  There  is  law  eoDUgh,  he  said, 
in  all  the  States,  to  provide  for  this.  Any  justice 
of  the  peace  could  exercise  that  power.  Why, 
then,  raise  an  imaginary  giant  for  the  purpose  of 
slaying  bim  1  He  had  no  fear  himself  of  any  evil 
■rising  from  disaffection  to  the  OoTernmeat.    He 


believed  ibe  people  would  do  what  is  right  if  they 
are  not  oppressed.  He  hoped  the  House  would 
put  it»  veto  upon  this  bill,  and  thereby  show  to 
the  people  that  they  want  their  willing  aid,  and« 
not  the  service  of  sjaves.  Suppose,  said  he.  abu- 
sive paragraphs  are  published  against  the  Presi-  . 
dent,  if  they  are  cafumnies,  they  will  have  no 
weight ;  and  if  they  are  truth,  they  ought  to  be 
published.  Mf.  C.  concluded  by  moving  to  strike 
out  the  first  section  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  8.  Smith  said,  he  should  vote  itgainst  strik- 
ing out  the  first  section  of  the  hill,  with  the  hope 
that  his  amendment  would  he  adopted ;  but  if  it 
should  not  be  adopted,  he  should  hold  himself  at 
liberty  lo  vote  for  striking  out  the  whole  section. 

The  motion  on  striking  out  the  whole  section 
was  put  and  negatived — i&  to  28. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  8.  Smith's 
motion ;  which  was  negatived — tO  to  38. 

Mr.  Habper  said,  he  had  strong  objections  to 
more  parts  of  this  bill  than  one ;  but  they  lay 
principally  against  the  second  section.  Heshould 
not  go  into  a  detail  as  lo  the  particular  objections 
which  be  had  to  it,  but  would  move  to  strike  out 
all  ihe  words  after  the  enacting  clause,  for  ihfl 
purpose  of  inserting  a  new  section,  fwhich  was  in 
the  substance  of  his  resolution  offered  to  the  House 
a  few  days  before.) 

After  some  debate  on  this  amendment,  in  the  * 
course  of  which  much  wa^  said  for  and  against 
the  Courts  of  the  United  States  having  common 
law  jurisdiction,  it  was  carried — 36  to  34. 

Mr.  Bayasd  moved  to  strike  out  the  3d  section, 
which  be  thought  unnecessary ;  and  Mr.  Oria 
moved  also  to  strike  out  the  4tn section;  both  of 
which  tnotions  were  carried. 

id  the  hill  bv  insert- 
esult 


inserted,  viz :  "  Provided,  that  nothing  in  this  law 
shall  be  construed  lo  extend  lo  abridge  the  free- 
dom of  speech  and  of  the  nresa,  as  secured  by  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States." 

Afler  some  observations  on  the  subject,  Mr. 
Harper  withdrew  his  motion. 

Mr.  Bataho  moved  to  amend  the  hill  by  a  new 
section  to  the  following  effect,  viz :  "  And  if  any 
person  shall  be  prosecuted  under  this  act  for  writ- 
ing or  printing  any  libel,  he  shall  be  at  liberty,  in 
his  delencej  to  giire  in  justification  evidence  of 
the  truth  of  the  matter  contained  in  the  said  li- 
bel."    Agreed  lo. 

Mr.  Harper  moved  to  limit  the  duration  of  the 
law  for  two  years.  . 

Mr.  SpKioo  moved  to  strike  out  two  years,  and 
to  insart  one  year. 

The  motion  thus  to  amend  (he  section  was  car- 
ried, 45  votes  being  for  it,  and  then  the  section 
itself  was  agreed  to. 

The  committee  rose,  and  the  House  took  i^ 
the  amendments.  On  agraeing  to  thenewsectira 
of  Mr.  Harper,  in  place  of  the  second,  the  voles 
were  40  affirmatives,  and  40  negatives.  The 
8fgakgr  voting  in  the  affirmative,  the  quMiioo 
was  carried. 
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Mr.  W.  Claibobnb  said  it  would  be  recollected 
tbal  in  Great  Britain,  it  bad  kereiofore  bem  the 
M&etice  for  the  jury,  ia  caws  of  libel,  10  find  the 
•Hct  of  the  pubhcatLOD.  and   the  court  was  left  to 

i'odf  e  with  reipeet  to  toe  law  ;  but  as  it  had  beeD 
bund  that  thin  practice  did  not  afiord  lufficieot 
•ecuritf  to  the  suDject,  it  had  lately  been  declared, 
ihat  juries,  in  such  cases,  should  b«  judges  of  the 
Uw  as  well  as  of  the  fact.  He  hoped  (he  House 
woald  agree  to  put  this  law  upon  the  same  foot- 
ing: for  that  purpose,  be  proposed  ao  amendineDt 
to  the  follovring  effect :  "  Aod  in  all  cases  arising 
under  this  act,  the  jury  who  shall  try  the  caoae, 
■hall  be  judge*  of  the  law  as  well  as  the  fact." 

Mr.  Harper  said,  there  could  be  aa  oeed  of 
•nchan  amendment.  It -was  well  known  that,  in 
this  countrv,  the  jury  were  always  judges  of  the 
law  as  well  aa  the  laot,  in  libels,  as  well  as  iu 
trery  other  case. 

Mr.  W.  CLaiBonuB  believed  the  doctrine  of. 
libels  was  very  unsettled  in  this  couatry.  Prose- 
cutions of  this  kind  have  very  mrely  hsppeued ;  in 
■ome  of  the  States,  a  cause  of  this  kind  had  never 
been  tried.  The  age,  however,  seems  oow  to  be 
at  band,  when  they  may  be  expected  to  increase, 
■nd  he  oelieved  such  a  proTision  proper  to  prevent 
any  Fnisundeistauding  on  thesohjeet.  It  is  a  fact 
well  known,  that  Lord  Mansfield  supported  the 
doctrine  **  tkat  a  libel  is  not  less  a  libel  for  being 
troe,  aod  that  the  law  respecting  libels  coald  only 
be  judged  of  by  the  courts ;"  and  who  could  say, 
without  some  provision  of  this  kind,  that  some  or 
the  courts  of  this  country  might  not  adopt  a  simi- 
lar opinion.  The  House  had  alreadyagreed,  that 
the  truth  of  an  alleged  libel  should  be  pleaded  in 
jnstlGeation,  and  he  hoped  that  the  power  of  the 
jury  to  give  a  general  verdict  would  also  be  re- 

Mr.  Otis  hoped  this  am«)dnient  would  not  be 
Kirreed  to,  as  he  conceived  it  lobe  uanecessary. 
The  jury  had  always  a  power  of  returnine  a  ver- 
dict of  guilty,  or  not  guiltv  ;  but  if  thev 


find  a  verdict  ii 


I  special  way, 


he  did  not  think 


tfaey  ought  lo  be  obliged  to  fiod  it  general. 

fiifr.  LtviHOBTOH  considered  this  as  a  precious 
provision,  and  that  it  is  not  only  valuable  in  it- 
self, but  extremely  necessary  at  this  period.  We 
are  now,  as  has  justly  been  observed,  eniering 
upon  the  doctrine  of  libels,  and  a  decision  ought 
to  be  cotne  to  in  tbis  respect,  which  should  bind 
the  courts  hereafter.  If  this  is  not  done,  where 
will  our  conrU  look  for  guides'?  Will  they  look 
to  the  common  law  or  to  the  statute  law  of  Eng- 
land? They  can  only  refer  to-theconunon  law, 
and  they  wUl  there  find  decisions  where  the  jury 
bave  been  declared,  not  to  be  judges  of  the  com- 
mon law,  in  all  cases,  till  of  late.  The  orovisioB 
noght,  therefore,  to  be  made,  since  alt  allow  it  is 
•  proper  one,  in  order  to  prevent  any  doubt  upon 
it;  for  if  the  courts  were  allowed  to  determine 
tke  law,  to  say  whether  libel  or  no  libel,  as  well 
■a  to  declare  the  jiunishment  to  be  inflicted,  jurist 
would  have  nothing  to  do,  since  the  fact  of  pub- 
lishing always  appean.  He  hoped,  therefore,  the 
unenument  would  be  adopted. 

Mr.  N.  Smith  aaid,  if  tois  amendment  was  iit- 


miilty,  1 


ily  to  give  the  jury  powei  t 
iilty,  upoH  ""    ""  —  "' 


declara 

or  not  guilty,  upon  every  case  of  this  sort, 
only  objection  against  it  would  be,  thstitwaa 
wholly  unuecessary,  as  there  can  be  no  doidit  but 
juries  have  already  that  power;  but  this  amend- 
ment proposes  to  give  the  juries  a  strange  power 
indeed,  Tiz:  to  be  complete  judges  of  law  and  of 
tact,  so  that  in  case  of  any  doabt  aa  to  legality  Jt 
testimony,  it  would  seem  as  if  the  jury  wer«  to  be 
judges  ot  the  matter  in  dispute. 

Mr.  Harfeb  differed  in  opinion  from  gentle' 
men  when  they  say  the  pnctiee  with  respect  to 
libels  is  unsettled.  He  had  himself  been  witneas 
to  four  or  five  trials  of  this  kind  in  the  State  from 
which  be  eame,  and  could  not  believe  there  eould 
remain  a  doubt  as  to  the  power  of  the  jury  in 

Mr.  Bataro  considered  this  amendment  as  most 
hostile  to  our  system  of  jurisprudence ;  as  it  is 
.  amongst  its  soundest  principles,  that  Judges  are  to 
determine  the  law,  and  juries  tne  fact.  It  was  ut- 
terly impossible,  he  said^  that  unlettered  men  can 
be  competent  to  decide  justly  as  to  questions  of 
law.  He  knew  of  no  criminal  case  in  which  the 
jury  exercised  this  power.  Indeed,  be  thought 
such  a  power  would  frequently  operate  agaust 
Che  defendant;  for  if  a  jury  determined  errone- 
ously, a  man  would  have  no  appeal ;  whereas, 
when  Judges  decide  wrong,  appeal  can  be  hkd  hjr 
writ  of  error,  or  by  an  appeal  to  a  superior  court. 
And  surely  it  would  be  allowed  that  a  power  of 
this  kind  is  much  more  dafely  lodged  in  ttie  bands 
of  learned  and  upright  Judges,  than  it  cotild  pos- 
sibly be  in  thos«  of  an  unlettered  and  perbapa 
prejudiced  jury.  The  jury  ate  no  way  respooti- 
nle.  After  they  have  come  to  a  decision,  tboy . 
are  dispersed  to  their  several  boibes,  and  few  per- 
sons know  who  they  were.  The  education  m  b 
Judge  enables  him  to  decide  the  true  meaning  of 
a  law,  which  a  jury  may  not  be  competent  la 
form  a  correct  opinion  of,  frun  the  want  of  those 
opportunities  of  education  which  the  Judge  hu 
received.  Mr.  B.  ssid^  the  House  had  heard  (tf  B 
great  deal  about  the  liberty  of  speech  and  of  the 
press,  and  much  had  been  said  about  (be  Consti- 
intioiHility  of  tbis  law ;  and  he  believed  ibe  efieet 
of  this  amendment  would  be,  to  put  it  into  the 
power  of  a  jury  to  declare  that  this  is  an  aneoa- 
stitutional  law,  instead  of  leaving  this  to  be  detet^ 
mined,  where  it  ought  to  be  determined,  by  the 
Judiciary. 

Mr.  Gallatin  said,  that  the  Btaendment  of  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee  had  been  objected  to 


Great  Britain,  that  the  question  of  "  libd.  o 
libel"  exclusively  belonged  to  the  Judge^  had 
never  been  recognised  in  the  United  States.  Bat 
from  what  had  iallen  from  the  geotlemaD  of  Dela- 
ware, it  must  appear  evident  to  the  comimittes 
that  the  question  was  not  settled  in  all  the  Stales, 
aod  that  the  a  mm  d  men  I  was  necessary. 

It  was  a  principle,  indeed,  of  oovamon  law,  thai 
a  jury  in  criminal  cases  ware  judges  not  only  of 
the  fact,  but  also  of  the  criminality  of  that  bat. 
Thus,  in  a  trial  for  murder,  a  j«ry,  in  tbeir  vei^ 
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diet,  had  a  riKht  not  oalj  to  declare  the  bare 
fitet,  to  wit :  tbat  A  had  killed  B,  bat  also  to  de- 
cide whether  the  act  of  killiog  was  criminal  or 
not,  aad  if  criminal  to  what  degree ;  and  it  had, 
therefore,  aerer  been  disputed,  that  in  that  case  a 
jniy  migtit  bring  in  their  rerdict  of  self'^efence, 
mansla lighter,  or  murder.  Upon  the  same  prin- 
ciple, it  was  erident  that  in  case  of  libel,  a  jury 
•Oould  have  a  right  uot  only  to  decide  the  oare 
&ct,  lo  wit,  whether  the  accused  person  was  the 
author  or  publisher  of  a  certaiD  writing,  but  aUo 
to  decide  whether  tbat  writing  was  onminal  or 
not,  whether  it  was  libel  or  no  libeL  Yet,  is  Oreat 
Btitain,  through  what  might  be  called  a  corrup- 
tion of  the  prmcipks  of  common  law,  an  altera- 
tion had  been  attempted,  and  actually  prCTailed 
in  the  case  of  libels.  Judges  had  there  niufpad  a 
power  in  that  case,  which  they  claimed  m  no 
othef  criminal  case,  and  the  interference  of  Par- 
liament had  become  necessary  in  order  to  restore 
to  inries  their  Constitutional  power. 

How  far  a  similar  docbine  might  have  pre- 
vailed in  the  United  States,  it  was  difficult  to  as^ 
G^tain  i  but  if  it  was  questionable  in  any  one  of 
tbe  States,  it  was  proper  to  settle  it  in  tnis  law. 
There  is  not,  Mr.  O.  said,  any  such  thing  as  a 
commoQ  law  of  the  United  States.  The  common 
law  of  Gh-eat  Britain  Keeired  in  each  colony,  bad 
in  every  one  received  modifications  arising  from 
their  si  raation  j  those  modifications  differed  in  the 
several  States;  and  now  each  Slate  had  a  com- 
mon law,  in  its  .general  principles  the  same,  but 
in  many  particnlars  differing  from  each  other. 
The  Conrts  of  the  Union  had  no  common  law  ju- 
risdiction, and  the  object  of  the  second  section  of 
this  bill  was  to  give  them  that  jurisdiction  in  the 
ease  of  libels  a^iost  Goyemment.  If,  therefore, 
there  be  in  that  very  case  any  principle  not  per- 
fectly settled  by  thecommon  law  of  Oreat  Britain, 
or  not  noiforinly  recognised  by  the  common  law 
of  tbe  respeciire  States,  it  becomes  necestsry  to 
settle  the  point  in  the  same  law  which  gives  this 
new  jurisoictioii. 

The  objection  that  the  amendment  would  give 
lo  the  juries,  not  only  a  right  to  remm  a  general 
Terdict,  but  even  of  deciding  every  incidental  law 
quesiion  that  might  occur  during  the  trial,  might 
easily  be  removed,  by  introducing  words  showmg 
elearly  that  its  intention  was  onlr  to  declare,  that 
juries  should  have  the  si 


the  criminality  of  the  act,  which  they  bad 
other  criminal  cases.  Mr.  O.  si^gested  the  woi 
which  had  been  introduced,  in  the  Constitution 


of  Pennsylvania,  with  ihai  very  iniention,  vix; 
"that  the  jury  s oould  have  a  right  to  determine 
the  law  and  the  fact,  under  the  direction  of  the 
CoUTt,  as  in  other  cases." 

Af^er  und^going  some  slight  alteradons,  the 
motion  was  carried  by  yeas  and  nays — yeas  67, 
nays  15,  as  follows: 

Tiis — Jobn  AUen,  Ciecrgc  Bser,  jr.,  Abraham  Bsld- 
wm,  David  Bard,  Bailsv  Baitlatt,  Lsaoel  Banton, 
Thomas  Blonnt,  ffiehard  Brant,  David  Brooks,  Stopbmi 
Balkwk,  Dunsay  Bngw,  Chriitt^her  Q.  CHiam^iD, 
Jabv  Ch^maa,  Thomaa  CUbome,  William  Ohailei 
Culm  CUilMnM,  John  OlofiMB,  William  Ciaik«  Samaal 


W.  Dnu,  John  Dawaon,  WiUiun  Gdmoad,  Thoaus 
Evuu,  John  Fowler,  Jonathan  Freeman,  Albeit  GaUib' 
tin,  Ju.  Gillespie,  Henry  Glen,  Cheuncey  Goodrich, 
William  Gordon,  Andrew  Gregg,  William  Bany  Gioia, 
John  A.  HamiB,  Robert  Guodloe  Huper,  Cuter  B. 
Rurison,  Jonstbaji  N.  Haveni,  Joe,  Heisler,  William 
Hindman,  David  Holmes,  Heiekiah  L,  Hoamer,  Walter 
Jones,  Edwaid  Livinpton,  Matlhew  Locke,  Samuel 
LftDsn,  Matthew  Lyon,  Ifa^umiel  Hacon,  William 
Matthews,  Blair  MeCtenBchan,  Joeeph  McDowdl,  An- 
Aony  New,  John  Nicholas,  Harmon  G.  Otis,  Jobn 
Read,  aamuel  Sewall,  WilUam  BhepiM,  Samuel  ftntth, 
William  Smith,  Foleg  Bprague,  Richard  Bprigg,  jr, 
Richard  StanJbrd,  Thomas  Bnnter,  Riebaid  Thouaa, 
Mark  ThinneoD,  Thoma*  Tillinghast,  John  Trin> 
Philip  Van  Corttandl,  Joae^  B.  Taranm,  AI»Bltua 
VenaUe,  and  Rebeit  WMama. 

Nits — James  Coehran,  Joshua  Cdt,  Abiel  Foatar, 
Dwighi  Foster,  Roger  Oriswold,  Thomas  Hartley,  Jsa. 
U.  Imtay,  Jobn  Wilkaa  Kittara,  Isaac  Palter,  John 
Hstledge,  jr.,  Ja*.  Sdianmau,  NaUumis)  Smldi,  Geo. 
Thaldiei,  John  E.  Van  Alen,  and  Pdeg  Wadawoith. 

Mr.  S.  Smitb  renewed  his  motion  for  striking 
out  tbe  words  which  he  had  moved  to  be  struck 
out  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  called  the 
yeas  and  nays  upon  it.  It  w^s  again  negatived — 
43  to  29,  asfdlows: 

YiAs— Abisham  Baldwin,  David  Bard,  Lemvel  6ai> 
loo,  Thomu  Blomit,  Richard  Brent,  Dedsey  Bnrgr^ 
Thomss  ClaiboriH,  Jahn  L'toploD,  John  Dawson,  Genga 
Dent,  Thomas  Gvaos,  John  Fowler,  Albert  Gallatin, 
James  Gilteepie,  William  Gordon,  Andrew  Gregg,  Wm. 
Barry  Grove,  John  A.  Hanna,  Robert  Ooodloe  Hamr, 
Carter  B.  HaniwiQ,  Jonathan  N.  Havens,  Joseph  Heie- 
ter,  David  Holmes,  Waller  Jones,  Edwaid  LivingHon, 
Matthew  Lock^  Mstthew  Lyon,  Nathaniel  Macon, 
William  Matthews,  Blair  McClenachan,  Joseph  Mc- 
Dowell, Anthony  New,  John  Nicholas,  Siunucl  Smitb, 
William  Snuih,  Riehard  Sprigg,  jr. ,  Ridiaid  Stanfoid, 
Thonuw  Samter,  Jt^m  Trigg,  Philip  Van  Cortland^ 
Joseph  B.  Vunnm,  Afataham  Vmable,  and  Robert 
Williams. 

Nils— John  Allen,  George  Bser,  jr.,  Bsil^  Bartlet^ 
Jsa  A.  Bayard,  David  Brooks,  Stephen  Bnllock,  Chris- 
topbei  O.  Chunplin,  John  Chapman,  Jimes  Cochran, 
JoahOB  Coit,  Ssmuel  W.  Dans,  Willism  Edmond,  Abiel 
Foolur,  Dwight  Fortei,  Jonsthan  Freeman,  Henry  Glen, 
Chauncej  Goodridi,  Hoget  Oriswold,  Thnmas  Hartley, 
WiUtam  Hindman,  Ret^iah  L.  Hosmer,  Jamee  H. 
Imlay,  John  Wilkw  Kitten,  Samnel  Lyman,  Harrison 
G.  Otii,  Isaac  Parker,  John  Reed,  John  RnUedge,  jr., 
Jamea  SdraremaB,  Bamoel  Sewall,  William  Shepoid, 
Nathaniel  Smith,  Peieg  8iHago«v  George  Thafcshar, 
JHcbaid  Thomas,  MaikThan«>n,  Thwnae  TiWnghast, 
John  E.  Tan  Alen,  and  Pel««  Wtdsworlh. 

On  the  motion  to  concur  in  the  limitation 
clause  agreed  to  in  the  Comniittee  of  the  Whole, 
there  were  40  yeas  and  39  nays ;  when  the 
Speaker  declaring  himself  in  the  negative,  tbe 
question  was  not  carried. 

Mr.  Dgmt  moved  a  new  clause  limiting  the 
law  to  tbe  3d  of  March,  1801,  which  was  carried, 
46  votes  being  for  it. 

Mr.  Allen  proposed  an  additional  section  for 
the  pnbltshing  of  this  law  in  all  the  papers  of  tha 
Untied  StMea,  in  order  to  jweveni  its  being  mis- 
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tepreaeDted.  After  a.  few  obeerrBlions  had  been 
made  upon  it,  be  withdrew  it 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  b«  read  a  third  time  to- 
morrow, and  carried,  44  rotes  being  for  it. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
thai  they  had  pa&sed  the  bill,  entitled  '  An  act  lo 
lay  and  collect  a  direct  lax  within  the  United 
States,"  with  eereral  amendments  ;  to  which  they 
desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House.  The  Sea- 
ate  have  disagreed  to  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act 
for  the  reliefof  Thomas  Lewis,"  They  hare 
tgreed  to  the  amendmeats  proposed  by  this  House 
to  ibe  fourth  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill, 
miitled  "Ad  act  to  regulate  and  fix  the  compen- 
Mtions  of  tbe  oBicen  employed  in  collecting  the 
Internal  revenues  of  the  United  States ;  and  to 
insure  more  effectually  the  settlement  of  their 
tMCOuaii)"  also,  to  the  resolution  of  this  House, 
of  the  twenty-third  ullimo,  for  an  adjournment  of 
tbe  two  Houses  of  Congress  on  this  day,  with 
amendments ;  to  which  tbey  desire  the  concur- 
TCDce  of  this  House. 


ToESDAT,  July  10. 

The  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  resolu- 
lution  fixing  the  time  of  adjournment  for  Monday 
next,  tns  t^en  up  and  agreed  to. 

PUNieHMENT  OF  CHIME8. 

Tbe  bill,  in  addition  to  the  act  for  punishing 
crimes  agaiust  the  United  States,  and  for  other 
purposes^  was  read  the  third  time ;  when 

Mr.  SiTOBEAVEB  wished  the  bill  to  be  recom- 
mitted. It  bad  been  suggested  to  bim  that  great 
iDConvenience  arises  in  the  Federal  Courts,  from 
its  having  been  conceived  that  they  hare  not  the 
power  to  bind  to  good  behaviour,  and  he  was  de- 
sirous of  removing  this  defect,  by  adding  a  sec- 
tion to  this  hill  for  the  purpose. 

Mr.  BATARn  tboughc  tbe  gentleman  from  Peuu- 
aylvania  had  better  oring  this  subject  forward  by 
itself,  than  have  this  bill  recommitted,  as  it  was 
no  way  connected  with  it. 

Mr.  SiTQHBAVBa  jonsenied. 

The  quettioa  was  now  on  tbe  passing  of  tbe 
bill. 

Mr.  McDowell  called  for  tbe  yeas  and  naya 
vponiL 

Mr.  NicBOLAa  rose,  he  saidj  to  ask  au  endana- 
tion  of  tbe  principles  upon  which  ihia  bill  is  found- 
ed. He  confessed  it  was  strongly  impressed  upon 
his  mind,  that  it  was  not  within  the  powers  of  the 
House  to  act  tipon  this  subject.  He  looked  in 
Tain  amongst  the  enumerated  powers  given  lo 
Congress  in  the  Constitution,  for  an  authority  to 
pass  a  law  like  the  present ;  but  he  found  what 
he  considered  as  an  express  prohibition  against 
passing  it.  He  found  that,  in  order  to  quiet  the 
alarms  of  the  people  of  the  United  States  with 
respect  to  the  silence  of  the  Constitution  as  to  the 
liberty  of  the  press,  not  being  perfectly  satisfied 
that  the  powers  not  vested  in  Congress  remained 
with  the  people,  that  one  of  the  first  acts  of  this 
Oovemment  was  to  propose  certain  amendmeats 
to  the  CMutituiion,  to  pot  tbia  mattes  beyond 


doubt,  which  amendments  are  now  become  a  part 
of  the  Constitution.  It  is  now  expressly  declared 
by  that  iaatrumeut,  "that  the  powers  not  dele- 
gated to  the  United  States  by  the  Const iiutioit, 
nor  prohibited  by  it  to  the  Stales,  are  reserved  to 
the  States  respectively,  or  10  tbepeople;"  and, also, 
"  that  Congress  shall  make  no  law  abridging  the 
freedom  of  speech,  or  of  the  preu." 

Mr.  N.  asked  whether  this  bill  did  not  go  to  tbe 
abridgment  of  tbe  freedom  of  speech  and  of  the 
press?  If  it  did  not,  he  would  be  glad  if  gentle- 
men would  define  wherein  the  freedom  of  speech 
and  of  the  press  consists. 

(gentlemen  have  said  that  tbia  bill  is  not  to  re- 
strict tbe  liberty  of  the  press  but  its  licentions- 
ness.  He  wished  gentlemen  to  inform  him  where 
they  drew  tbe  line  between  thU  liberty  and  licen- 
liuu'uessof  which  they  speak ;  be  wished  to  know 
where  the  one  commenced  and  the  other  enfied? 
Will  they  say  the  one  is  truth,  and  tbe  othef  false- 
hood !  Oentlemen  cannot  believe  for  a  moment 
that  such  a  definitioa  will  satisfy  the  ioqniry. 
The  great  difficulty  which  has  existed  in  all  free 
Qovernments,  would,  long  since,  have  been  done 
away,  if  it  could  have  been  efiected  by  a  simple 
declaration  of  this  kind,  it  ha^  been  the  object  of 
all  r^ulations  with  respect  to  the  press,  to  deslray 
the  only  means  by  which  the  people  can  examine 
and  become  acquainted  with  the  conduct  of  per- 
sons employed  in  their  Gkirernmeni.  If  there 
could  be  safety  in  adopting  the  principle,  that  no 
man  should  publish  what  is  false,  there  certainly 
could  be  no  objection  to  it.    But  it  was  npt  the 

itention  of  tbe  people  of  this  country  to  place 

--  power  of  this  kind  in  the  hands  or  the  Qen- 
Qoremment — for  this  plain  reason,  the  per- 
who  would  have  to  preside  in  trials  of  ints 
sort,  would  themselves  be  parlies,  or  at  least  they 
I  would  be  so  far  interested  in  the  issue,  that  the  . 
trial  of  the  truth  or  falsehood  of  a  matter  would 
inot  be  safe  in  their  hands.  On  this  account,  the 
General  Government  has  been  forbidden  to  tonch 
the  press.  Gentlemen  exclaim,  what  I  can  any- 
one be  found  to  advocate  the  publication  of  lies 
and  calumny  7  rHe  would  make  no  answer  to  in- 
qniries  of  this  sort,  because  he  did  not  believe  he 
could  be  suspected  of  being  an  advocate  for  either. 
But,  in  his  opinion,  this  was  a  most  serious  sub- 
ject; it  is  notViug  that  will  he  suppressed,  but  the 
truth.  If  this  Dillne  passed  into  a  law,  the  people 
will  be  deprived  of  that  information  on  public 
measures,  which  they  have  a  right  to  receive,  and 
which  is  the  life  and  support  of  a  free  Govern- 
ment ;  for,  if  printers  are  to  be  subject  to  prosecu- 
tion for  every  paragraph  which  appears  in  their 
papers,  that  the  eye  of  a  jealous  Ghivemment  cut 
torture  into  an  offence  against  this  law,  and  to  the 
heavy  penalties  here  provided,  it  cannot  be  ex- 
pected that  the_y  will  exercise  that  freedom  and 
spirit  which  it  is  desirable  should  actuate  them  ; 
especially  when  they  would  have  to  be  tried  bf< 
judges  appointed  by  the  President,  and  by  juries . 
selected  by  the  Marshal,  who  also  receives  his  ' 
appointment  from  the  President  all  whose  feel- 
ings would,  of  course  be  inclined  to  commit  the 
oncnder  if  possible.    Under  such  circamstances. 
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it  nasi  be  seen  that  the  printers  of  pajMrs  woatd 
be  deterred  from  priatiag  aayEhiDg  which  should 
be  ia  the  leist  offensi»e  to  a  power  which  might 
so  greatly  harass  them.  They  would  not  only 
refrain  from  publishing  uiythiDg  of  the  leaiE  ques- 
tioaable  nature,  but  they  would  be  afraid  of  pub- 
lishiDg  the  truth,  as,  though  true,  it  might  not  al- 
ways be  in  their  power  to  establiih  the  truth  to 
the  Mtisfactioa  of  a  court  of  justice.  This  bill 
would,  therefore,  ro  to  the  suppfession  of  every 
priuiiog  presa  in  the  country,  which  ia  not  obse- 
(fuious  lo  the  will  of  GoTertimenl^ 

Mr.  N.  again  asked,  what  are  (he  bounds  which 

KDtlemen  would  draw  between  the  liberty  and 
entiousuesa  of  the  press  1  The  Senate  had  sent 
them  the  project  of  ooe  law  which  made  it  crimi- 
nal to  attribute  bad  motives  to  QoTernment,  even 
where  ihe  facia  were  not  questionable;  the  House 
had  now  another  project,  which  describes  a  num- 
ber of  other  offences,  all  restricting  the  use  of  the 
Kiss.  The  riiiinjiiiliiiit  i>aii  mil  iliifiiiiil  ihii 
uudsTlcre^spolteii.a^  He  bad  heard  something 
nttfouTof  doors  on  the  subject  of  common  law; 
that  the  offences  created  by  this  bill  are  offences 
under  it ;  but  two  geotlemen  who  advocate  the 
bill,  bad  denied  that  the  common  law  made  any 
offences  against  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Harpeb  said,  if  any  espression  of  his  was 
alluded  to,  he  never  said  that  no  common  law 
offence  conld  be  committed  against  the  United 
States.  He  had  said  that  there  was  no  comnton- 
Inw  jurisdiction  in  the  Courts  of  the  United  States; 
but  he  believed  the  common-law  doctrine  of  libels 
M  applicable  to  the  Qorernmeot  of  the  United 
States  as  any  other  Government. 

Mr.  Nicholas  believed  the  opinion  which  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  had  now  deliv- 
ered, came  nearly  to  what  he  had  stated.  How- 
ever, the  opinion  of  the  gentleman  from  Dela- 
ware went  to  the  full  extent  of  it ;  for  it  was 
given  in  correction  of  an  opinion  delivered  by  bis 
colleague,  (Mr.  EvAKB,)  who  had  Eummsed  it  wasa 
mere  want  of  cognizance  in  the  Courts  of  the 
United  Slates  of  such  offences. 

Mr.  N.  hoped  there  was  no  neeessitv  for  ezantr 
ining  Uie  opinions  of  the  gentleman  from  South 


Carolina  as 
Uw  of  the  I] 

how  the  United  Slates  had  adopted  the  common 
Uw.  He  should  be  glad  to  know  where  gentle- 
men found  an  account  of  their  having  so  adopted 
it.  Do  gentlemen  suppose  that,  in  adopting  the 
Constitution,  the  United  States  adopted  the  com- 
mon law  of  all  the  States,  which  is  so  various, 
that  he  would  venture  to  say  no  man  perfectly 
blew  it  at  the  time,  nor  did  he  believe  that  Moy 
one  gentleman  who  seems  in  this  House  to  enter- 
tain that  otMnion,  is  acquainted  with  the  common 
Uw  of  all  the  States.  The  common  law  of  Eng- 
land has  undergone  various  improvements  and 
modificaiious  in  the  several  States,  which  it  could 
not  be  supposed  would  be  rejected  by  the  Conven- 
tion who  formed  the  Constitution,  in  silence.  In- 
deed, it  was  to  him  one  of  the  most  abstird  ideas 
imaginable.  If  the  common  law  was  not  adopted 
bylne  Constitution,  and  does  not  form  a  part  ol 


it,  where  isthe  mle  by  which  to  ascvrtain  where 
the  liberty  of  the  press  ends,  and  its  licentiousness 
begins?  If  gentlemen  say  it  is  adopted  by  the 
Constitution,  it  must  remain  unchangeable,  end 
there  could  be  no  authority  for  passing  this 
law. 

MT.  N.  said,  he  had  also  heard  another  rumor  out 
of  doors — for  gentlemen,  in  pnrsuiog  their  favor- 
objects,  are  naturally  forced  to  seek  a  jusiifiea- 
a.  He  had  heard  it  said  that  all  the  States 
take  cognizance  of  offences  of  ibis  sort.  Bnt  does 
this  give  the  power  to  the  Oeneral  OoTernment  ? 
Because  the  States  declare  certain  things  offences, 
have  the  General  Government  power  over  the 
like  offences'?     It  so,  it  would  have  a  concurrent 

Ewer  with  all  the  State  Gov enmieots,  which,  he 
iieved,  would  be  a  novel  idea.  Indeed,  he  was 
utterly  at  a  loss  to  find  any  ground  upon  which  to 
found  a  law  of  tbis  kind.    He  was  confident  there 

That  the  House  might  not  think  this  opinion 


times  charged  of  opposing  everytbiog,  he  would 
read  an  extract  from  the  ratification  of  the  Con- 
stitution in  Vii^nia,  which  is  as  follows : 

"The  delegates  of  the  peoiile  of  Virginia,  met  in  Con- 
ven^n,  do,  in  the  name  and  in  behalf  of  the  people  of 
ViigioU,  declare  and  make  known,  that  the  powers 
granted  under  tlie  ConstitntioD,  being  derived  from  the 
people  of  the  United  Btates,  may  be  reanmed  by  them, 
whenaoever  the  nme  shall  b«  perverted  to  their  injury 
or  opi^enion,  and  that  every  power  not  granted  lbeie> 
bj,  remains  with  them,  at  their  will ;  that,  tbenfore;  no 
right  of  any  denomination  can  be  cancelled,  abiidged, 
reatnined,  or  modified  by  Congrees,  b;  the  Senate,  m 
Honae  of  Repreaentativea,  acting  in  any  ea^tacily,  bj 
the  President,  oi  any  Department,  oi  offioer  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stale*,  Bicspt  in  timae  iutaiMM*  in  which  power  is 
given  by  the  Constitution  for  thorn  pnipooa* ;  and  that, 
among  other  essential  rights,  the  liberty  of  conecienoa 
and  of  the  preai  ccDiiol  be  ceDcelled,  abridged,  re- 
strained, or  modified,  by  any  aulliority  of  the  United 
States." 

Here,  then,  when  the  Constitntioa  bad  not  an 
express  provision  on  the  subject  of  the  liberty  of 
the  press,  the  understanding  of  the  members  irf' 
the  convention  was  complete  on  the  subject.  In 
pursuance  of  the  same  idea,  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  State  Government!,  ptx>- 
ceeded  to  declare  the  meaning  of  the  Constitn- 
tioo,  in  this  respect,  in  the  moat  express  terms. 

And  yet,  indirect  opposition  to  the  clanae  of 
the  Constitution,  which  says,  "  Congress  shall 
rasa  no  law  to  antidge  the  ^eedom  ofihe  press," 
Congress  is  now  about  to  pass  such  a  law.  For 
it  is  vain  lo  talk  about  the  liceniiousness  of  the 
press,  the  prohibition  is  express,  "shall  pass  no  law 
to  abridge,"  Ae.  And  as  to  what  gentlemen  called 
the  licentiousness  of /he  press,  it  was  so  indefinite 
a  thing,  that  what  was  deemed  licentiousness  to- 
day by  one  set  of  men,  might,  by  another  set,  to- 
morrow, be  enlarged,  and  thus  the  propriety  of 
the  infamiaiion  to  be  given  to  the  pubnc  would 
be  arbitrarily  control!         -■--■■    ■   '■  j  - 

1^  law,  there  coold  be  n 
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efibct  which  he  had  klready  meotiooed ;  no  nao 
Tould  coaiiaue  to  print  a  newspaper,  who  could 
noi  brio^  himself  to  be,  at  least,  silent  as  lo  any 
impropriety  in  the  conduct  of  ilie  General  Gor- 
eromeut,  which  would  deprive  the  people  of  a 
great  p«rt  of  its  present  usefulneaa. 

Mr.  N.  said,  he  was  authorized  in  ihia  aapjfoei- 
tion,  from  ihe  declaration  of  the  geDtlemaa  mim 
Cowieciicut,  (Mr.  Allbw,J  who  wai  Tcry  loud  ia 
his  coodemnaiioD  of  certain  piintere  in  the  Uni- 
ted 8iat«E,  and  read  a  number  of  what  be  deemed 
■editiouB  tiaragrapbs  from  their  oewapaperi,  in 
order  to  show  the  necesiity  of  restricting  their 
publications  in  future. 

Mr.  N.  said,  he  was  as  seosiUe  as  that  gentle- 
man, or  any  other,  that  some  of  our  printers  have 
abused  the  liberty  of  the  press,  bat,  notwilbstand- 
i^,  he  saw  this,  he  was  far  from  being  convinced 
w  eiiher  the  propriety  or  necessity  of  Legislative 
interference  in  the  matter.  He  believed  himself 
to  be  incapable  of  promoting  or  encouraging  false- 
hood ;  but  he  was  not,  because  tlie  press  may  have 


apre< 


o  calumniate  him  tot  it, 


ary ;  because  falsehoods  issued  from 
^  ,  .  J oi  calculated  lo  do  any  laiting  mis- 
chief Falsehoods  will  always  depreciate  the  press 
from  whence  they  proceed.  Me  was  persuaded 
that  the  publication  of  one  falsehood  in  a  paper 
vonld  do  it  more  mischief  than  the  abuse  of  it* 
enemies ;  and  he  always  regretted  to  lee,  at  any 
time,  a  falsehood  issue  uom  a  press  which  is  gen- 
erally the  organ  of  truth.  He  believed,  on  this 
accounL  it  would  be  unnecessary  for  Governinent 
to  interfere  in  this  matter,  if  they  had  a  right  to 
do  it,  which  he  denied,  since  every  publisher  of  a 
nmvspaper,  who  consolts  his  own  interest  and  re- 
^ectability,  will,  as  far  as  he  i»  able  to  do  it,  make 
it  a  Tehicle  of  oorrect  information. 

Tbe  gentleman  fronj  Connecticut,  when  he 
3'';  ^/cadtheeitracls  from  the  newspapersaioneaUuded 
r  \  ^  Vio,  insinuated  that  these  papers  met  with  the  snp- 
\^  ^  port  of  some  of  the  memberB  of  this  House.  He 
\  ^'  would  tell  that  ffeotleman  how  far  he  was  a  sup- 
^^  .1,^  porter  of  one  of  the  papers  alluded  to.  He  was 
'        a  subscriber  to  it,  and  meanUo  be  so.   He  tbotteht 


^V< 


er.   (He 


it  justifiable  and  proper.  iHe  said  he  knew  but 
of  three  or  four  papers  of  any  consequence  in  the 
United  States,  wbich  are  open  to  any  aoimadver- 
sions  dh  Government,  written  with  ever  so  much 
decorum.  He  knew  that  most  of  the  editors  of 
pnblic  papers  are  so  firmly  persoaded  that  Gov- 
ernment, or  rather  the  Elxecutive  branch  of  it, 
can  do  no  wrong,  that  they  reject  everything 
which  does  not  approve  of  Governmental  mea- 
Bmes.  Therelore^  though  he  sometimessaw  things 
in  the  papers  which  the  gentleman  from  Connec- 
ticnt  so  unqualifiedlv  condemns,  which  he  did  not 
approve,  he  Devertheless  believed  it  was  desirable  to 
have  papers  printed  in  which^  if  there  be  necessity 
for  it,  strictures  may  be  inserted  on  tbe  measures 
of  Government.  It  was  on  this  account  that  he 
snbsctibed  for  the  Aumra  of  this  city,  the  only 
paper  printed  in  it  in  which  any  animadversion 
on  public  measures  can  find  admissioaj  He  would 
eoAtinue  to  snbaciibe  for  it,  and  if  the  gentleman 


from  Conneeticnt  cboae  tt 
he  was  at  liberty  to  do  so. 

Though  it  is  said  tbe  bill  on  the  Uble  is  onlr 
intended  to  suppress  the  publication  of  falsehooo, 
yet  its  efiect  must  be  general,  and,  from  the  prea- 
ent  agitated  slate  of  tbe  public  mind  and  iraB 
the  other  causes  which  ne  had  itamed.  wilk 
respect  to  the  court  and  jury  befor^  whom  tbe 
ofi'ences committed  under  Uiis  law  will,  of  conne, 
be  tried,  its  eSect  most  be  a  very  powerful  rastii» 
tion  of  the  press,  with  respect  to  the  pnbUcatira  of 
important  truths. 

Mr.  N.  wiaked  gentlemen,  before  they  gire  a 
final  vote  on  this  bill,  to  consider  its  effects ;  an^ 
if  they  do  this,  he  thought  they  would  cooaeai  to 
stop  here.  He  desired  them  to  reflect  on  the  na- 
ture of  our  Grovemment ;  that  all  its  officer*  aia 
elective,  and  that  the  people  have  no  other  tneana 
of  examining  their  conduct  but  by  meant  of-  the 
press,  and  an  unrestrained  investigation  throu^ 
them  of  the  condoci  of  the  Government.  IndeM, 
the  heart  and  life  of  a  free  Grovemment,  is  a  fre« 
press ;  take  away  this,  and  you  take  away  its  maio 
support.  You  might  as  well  say  to  the  peoj^ 
we,  your  Representatives,  are  faithful  servanUL 
vou  need  ttot  look  into  our  conduct ;  we  will 
keep  our  seats  for  a.  little  longer  time  than  that  foi 
which  you  have  given  them  to  us.  To  restrict 
the  press,  would  be  to  desUoy  tbe  elective  jwinci- 
ple,^y  taking  away  tbe  information  necessary  to 
election,  and  there  would  be  no  difference  bo- 
tween  it  and  a  total  denial  of  the  right  of  eleclioB, 
""nt  in  tbe  degree  of  usurpation. 

Mr.  N.  said!  he  had  seen  many  measutescarried 
into  effect  in  inis  House  which  he  did  not  approve; 
he  had  often  been  in  minorities,  and  frequentljr 
disappointed  in  what  he  thonghi  important  que^ 
tions ;  but  he  could  solemnly  say  that  he  nevef 
yet  saw  the  time  when  he  would  not  again  have 
voted  for  this  Constitution,  relying  npon  the  ope- 
rations  which  complete  information,  with  respect 
to  the  traiwactioos  of  Government,  would  have 
upon  the  minds  of  tbe  people.  If  he  was  ri^hl, 
he  was  coufident,  though  he  bad  been  disappoint- 
ed in  carrying  tbe  measures  which  he  advocated 
here,  the  people  would  finally  seeand  approve  tin 
right  which  be  had  supported;  and,  if  wrong,  be 
should  profit  by  the  benefit  his  country  would 
have  received ;  but  his  feelings  would  be  very 
different  on  the  pasaage  of  this  bilL  if  he  found 
a  power  existing  whid  trammelled  the  press,  and 
prevented  a  free  communication  of  whatever  took 

tiace  in  the  Qovemment,  to  the  people  at  lar^ 
e  should  no  longei  see  a  possibility  of  abuse*  in 
ibe  Oo vern men t  being  corrected  by  the  inflnence 
of  tlie  people  ;  there  would  no  longer  be  reaaom 
to  expect  that  uncontrolled  Gkivemmoit  would 
consult  the  public  good,  and  the  Govenunent 
which  be  had  always  flattered  himself  would  have 
no  other  object,  would  lose  the  valuehe  had  been 
accustomed  to  attach  to  it. 

It  would  be  recollected,  Mr.  N.  said,  that  tiro 
years  a^,  there  was  a  great  alarm  in  England, 
very  similar  to  the  one  raised  at  present  in  thin 
country.  If  gentlemen  will,  tuni  their  attention 
to  the  sedition  law  which  passed  there  ai  that 
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time,  it  will  be  found  that  that  Oo' 
perfect  as  we  look  udod  it,  Glopped  iiiSailely  short 
of  what  u  proposed  Dy  the  present  bill,  la  spejk- 
ing  of  sedition  in  ihia  country,  an  idea  is  nerer  en- 
tertained tbat  it  would  be  sediiioua  to  censure  the 
conduct  of  a  responsible  agent  of  the  GoremmenL 
The  King,  it  is  well  known,  is  not  considered  as 
■  responsible  agent  in  tbe  Gk)*ernment.  It  is  his 
property,  so  far  as  he  is  concerned  in  it,  and  the 
■edition  law  of  that  country  went  barely  to  pro- 
hibit any  imputation  upon  him ;  but  every  respon- 
sible agent  they  suSered  to  be  biuughi  to  the  tri- 
bunal of  opioioD.  In  order  to  show  the  difference 
between  the  two  laws,  Mr.  N.  read  the  proTJaions 
of  each.  Seeing,  therefore,  that  the  elective  prin- 
ciple is  respected  in  England,  when  the  Parlia- 
ment enacts  sedition  laws,  he  hoped  it  would  also 
be  respected  here.  Our  Preiident  and  Coogress 
stand  on  tbesameelecliTe  ground  with  the  British 
House  of  Commons,  and  yet  we  frequently  see  in 
the  public  prints  of  that  country,  charges  against 
that  body  of  the  most   atrocious    nature,  such 


trnder  the  control  of  the  Minister.  Yet  .  . 
find  that  the  printers  in  that  conntry  are  prosecu- 
lefl  for  exercising  this  freedom  of  the  press.  Noth- 
ing of  the  kind  takes  place.  The  great  check  upon 
any  calumny  of  this  sort,  is  the  sound  understand- 
ing of  the  people.  If  members  of  the  Legislature 
ue  charged  falsely,  they  are  in  as  good  situations 
u  they  could  wish  to  be,  lo  refute  the  charge; 
and  it  IS  better,  according  to  tlieir  iMderatanding 
of  the  matter,  (and  he  owned  be  concurred  with 
them  in  opinion))  that  fifty  slanderers  should  es- 
cape punishment,  than  that  a  single.oppression. 
with  respect  to  the  liberty  of  the  press,  should 
take  place.    More  mischief  would  be  done  to  the 


eluded  by  saying,  that  it  having  been  , 

in  England,  when  in  the  greatest  possible  state  of 
«larm,  there  was  no  disposition  to  protect  their 
representative  characters  against  examination  in 
the  public  prints,  he  trusted  the  Representatives 
of  this  free  country  would  not  consent  to  pass 
laws  by  which  the  free  public  examination  of  tneir 
own  conduct  will  be  prohibited. 

Mr.  Otib  said  the  professions  of  attachment  to 
the  Consiitution,  made  by  the  gentleman  from 
VitRinia,  are  certainly  honorable  to  him ;  and  be 
could  not  believe  that  an  attachment  so  deeply 
engrafted,  as  he  states  bis  to  be,  would  be  shaken 
by  this  bill.  The  ^ntleman  had  caueht  an  alarm 
on  the  Gisi  suggestion  of  a  eedition  bifl,  which  had 
not  yet  subsided ;  and  though  the  present  bill  is 
perfectly  harmless,  and  contains  no  provision 
which  is  not  practised  upon  under  the  laws  of  the 
•ereral  Sutes  in  which  gentlemen  hod  been  edi 
cated,  and  from  which  Uiey  had  drawn  most 
their  ideas  of  jurisprudence,  yet  the  gentleman 
continues  to  be  dissatisfied  with  it. 

The  objections  of  the  gentleman  fr^m  Virginia, 
he  believed,  might  be  reduced  lo  two  inquiries.  In 
the  first  place, had  the  Constitution   given  Con- 

Sess  cognizance  over  the  offences  described  in 
is  bill  prior  to  the  adoption  of  the  amendments 
5th  Coit.— 68 


to  the  Constitution?  and,  if  Congress  had  that 
cognizance  before  that  time,  hdve  those  amend-  - 
menls  taken  it  away  7    With  respect  to  the  first  ' 
question,  it  must  be  allowed  that  every  indepen- 
dent Government  has  a  right  to  preserve  ana  de-    . 
fend  itself  against  injuries  and  outrages  which    ] 
'endangerits  existence;  for, unless  it  hasmis  power,    I 
it  is  unworthy  the  name  of  a  free  Government,  and   I 
must  either  fall  or  be  subordinate  to  some  other  / 
prolectioD.    Now  some  of  the  offences  delineated 
in  the  bill  are  of  this  description.  Unlawful  conk- 
biaaiions  to  oppose  the  measures  of  Gorerameot, 
to  intimidate  its  officers,  and  to  excite  insurrec- 
tions, ate  acts  which  tend  directly  to  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  Constitution,  and  there  could  be  no 
doubt  that  the  guardians  of  that  Constitution  ate 
bound  to  provide  against  them.    And  if  gentle- 
men would  a^ree  that  thesewereoctsof  a  criminal 
nature,  it  follows  that  all  means  calculated  to  pro- 
duce these  effects,  whether  by  speaking,  writing, 
or  printing,  were  also  criminal.     From  the  mttore 
of  things,  therefore,  the  National  Government  ia,^ 
invested  with  a  power  to  protect  itself  against  oti^^ 
rages  of  this  kind,  or  it  must  be  indebted  to  and  1 
dependent  on  an  individul  State  for  its  protection,  n 
which  is  absurd.     This  essential  right  resulting  " 
from  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution,  was  still  more 
evident  in  the  language  of  that  instrument.    The 
people  of  ibe  individual  Slates  brought  with  them 
as  a  birthright  into  this  country  the  common  law 
of  England,  upon  which  all  of  them  have  founded 
their  statute  law.     If  it  were  not  for  this-common 
law,  many  crimes  which  are  committed  in  th« 
United  States  would  no  unpunished.    Na  State 
has  enacted  staiotes  Tor  the  punishment  of  all 
crimes  which  may  be  committed;  yet  in  every 
Slate  he  presumed  there  was  a  Superior  Court 
which  clsumed  cognixance  of  all  ofiences  against 
good  morals,  and  which  restrained  misdemeanors 
and  apposition  to  iheconstituled  authorities,  under 
the  sanction  merely  of  the  common  law.     When 
the  people  of  the  United  States  convened  for  the 
purpose  of  framing  a  federal  compact,  they  were 
all  habituated  to  ibis  common  law,  to  its  usages, 
its  maxims,  and  Its  definilioos.     It  had  been  more 
or  less  explicitly  recognised  in  the  Constitution  of 
every  Slate,  and  in  that  of  Maryland  ii  was  d^ 
dared  to  be  the  law  of  the  land.   If,  then,'we  find  ia>i 
an  inatrumeatdigested  hymen  who  were  all  famil- 
iarized to  the  common  law,  not  only  that  the  dia- 
iribution  of  power,  and  the  great  objects  to  be  pro- 
vided for,  are  congenial  lo  thai  law,  but  that  the 
terms  and  definitions  by  which  those  powers  are 
described,  have  an  evident  allusion  to  it,  and  must 
otherwise  be  quite  inexplicable,  or  at  best  of  a  I 
very  uncertain  meaning,  it  will  be  oalurol  to  con- 
clude that,  in  forming;  the  Constitution,  they  kept 
in  view  the  model  of  the  common  law,  and  ihatft 
safe  recourse  may  be  had  to  it  in  all  cases  that 
would  otherwise  be  doubtful.    Thus  we  shall  find 
thai  one  great  end  of  this  compacl,  as  appears  in 
the  preamble,  is  the  establishment  of  justice,  and 
for  this  purpose  a  Judicial  department  is  erected, 
whose  powers  are  declared  "  to  extend  to  all  case* 
in  law  and  eqnity,  arising  under  the  Conslilution, 
the  laws  of  the  United  Slates,"  Ac.    Justice,  If 
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the  common  law  ideas  of  it  are  rejected,  i 
ttbte  of  various  conslraccioDs,  but  agreeably  to  tlie 
principles  of  that  law,  it  affords  redrew  for  every 
injury,  and  provides  a  punishment  for  every  crime 
thai  ihreateDs  to  disturb  tbe  lawful  operations  of 
QoTemment.  A^in,  what  is  iotended  by  "  cases 
at  law  and  equity  arising  under  tbe  Constitution," 
ta  distinguisned  from  cases  "  arising  under  tbi 
laws  of  tEe  United  States  ?'  What  other  law  can 
be  contemplated  but  common  law;  what  sort  of 
equity  but  that  legal  discretion  which  has  been 
exercised  in  England  from  time  immemorial,  and 
is  to  be  learnt  from  the  books  and  reports  of  that 
country  1  If  it  be  answered  that  these  words 
prise  civil  contruversiea  only,  though  no  reason 
appears  for  this  distinclion,  yet  what  is  to  be  doni 
with  other  terms,  with  trial,  jury,  impeachmenl 
ftc.,  for  an  explanation  of  all  which,  the  commo) 
law  alone  can  furnish  a  standard?  It  has  been 
nid  by  the  gentleman  that  the  Consiiiution  has 
■pectfied  the  only  crimes  that  are  cognizable  under 
it;  but  other  crimes  had  been  made  penal  at  an 
early  period  of  the  Ooremment,  by  express  statute, 
X  to  which  no  exception  had  been  taken.  For  ex- 
ample, stealing  public  records,  perjury,  obstmcl- 
mg  the  officers  of  justice,  bribery  in  a  Judge,  and 
even  a  contract  to  give  a  brihe,  (which  last  was 
a  restraint  upon  the  liberty  of  writing  and  speak- 
ing,) were  all  punishable,  and  why  1  Not  be- 
cause they  are  described  in  the  Constitution,  bi  ~ 
because  they  are  crimes  against  the  United  States- 
because  laws  against  them  are  necessary  to  carry 
other  laws  into  effect ;  because  they  tend  to  suh- 
rert  the  Constitotiou.  The  same  reasons  applied 
to  the  offences  mentioned  in  the  bill. 
I  Mr.  Otis  contended  that  this  construction  of 

the  Constitution  was  abundantly  supported  by  the 
act  for  establishing  the  Judicial  Courts.  That  act, 
in  describing  certain  powers  of  the  Disirici  Court, 
contains  this  remarkable  expression  :  "  saving  to 
auitors  in  all  cases  the  right  of  a  common  taw 
remedy^  where  the  common  law  was  competent 
to  give  It.*'    He  could  not  tell  whence  this  com- 

Cncy  was  derived,  unless  from  the  Constitn- 
j  nor  did  he  perceive  how  this  competency 
■pplied  to  civil  and  not  to  criminal  cases. 

It  was,  therefore,  most  evident  to  his  mind,  that 
die  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  prior  to  the 
amendments  that  have  been  been  added  to  it,  se- 
cured to  the  National  Qovernmeni  thecognizance 
of  all  the  crimes  enumerated  in  the  bill,  and  it 
only  remained  to  be  considered  whether  (hose 
amendments  divested  it  of  this  power.  The 
■mendment  quoted  by  the  gentleman  from  Virgi- 
nia is  in  these  words;  "^Congress  shall  make  no 
law  abrideing  the  freedom  of  speech  and  of  tbe 
press."  The  terms  "freedom  of  speech  and  of 
the  press,"  be  supposed,  were  a  phraseology  per- 
ftctiy  familiar  in  tde'jurisprudeuee  of  every  Stale, 
and  of  a  certain  and  technical  meaning.  It  was  a 
mode  of  expression  whicb  we  had  borrowed  from 
the  only  country  in  which  it  bad  been  tolerated, 
and  he  pledged  himself  to  prove  that  the  construc- 
tion which  he  should  give  to  those  terms,  should 
be  consonant  not  only  to  the  laws  of  that  country, 
bat  to  the  laws  and  judicial  decisions  of  many  of 


the  States  composing  the  Union.  This  freedom. 
said  Mr.  0.,  is  nothing  more  than  the  liberty  (^ 
writing,  publishing,  and  speaking,  one'*  thoughts, 
under  the  condition  of  being  answerable  to  the  in- 
jured party,  whether  it  be  the  Government  or  an 
individual,  for  false,  malicious,  and  seditions  ex- 
pressions, whether  spoken  or  written ;  and  the  lib- 
erty of  tbe  press  is  merely  as  exemption  from  all 
previous  restraints.  In  supportof  thisdoctrine,he 
quoted  Bladattme't  CommeTitarui,  under  the 
head  of  libels,  and  read  an  extract  to  prove  that 
in  England,  formerly^  the  press  was  sunjeet  to  a 
licenser ;  and  that  this  restraint  was  afterward  re- 
moved, by  which  means  the  freedom  of  the  press 
was  established.  He  would  not,  however,  dwell 
upon  the  law  of  England,  the  authority  of  which 
it  might  suit  the  convenience  of  genilnneD  to 
question  i  but  be  would  demonstrate  that  although 
in  several  of  the  State  constituiious,  the  liberty  of 
speech  and  of  the  press  were  guarded  by  the  most 
express  and  unequivocal  language,  the  Legisla- 
tures and  Judicial  departments  of  those  States  had 
adopted  the  definitions  of  tbe  English  law,  and 
provided  for  the  punish  men  t  of  dohmatory  and 
seditious  libels.  To  begin  with  New  Hampshire; 
In  the  Bill  of  Rights  of  that  Sute,  it  is  declared, 
"  That  the  liberty  of  tbe  press  ii  essential  to  the 
security  of  freedom  in  a  State;  it  ought,  tb«re- 
fore,  to  be  inviolably  preserved."  By  an  act  pn*a- 
ed  in  Februuy,  1791,  subsequent  to  the  adoption 
of  that  Constitution  "  any  person  of  the  age  of 
ffiurteen  and  upward,  making  and  publi^hinga  lie 
or  libel,  tending  to  the  defamation  of  any  person, 
is  liable  on  conviction  to  a  fine,''  Ac.  The  decla- 
ration of  rights  preliied  to  the  Constitution  of 
Massachusetts,  contains  an  article  to  the  same 
effect  with  that  of  New  Hampshire;  vet  in  tbe 
law  establishing  the  Supreme  Court  of  tnat  State, 
c<«nizance  is  given  to  it,  among  other  things,  over 
alloffences  and  misdemeanors  of  a  public  natnr* 
"  lending  to  a  breach  of  the  peace,  oppression  of 
the  subject,  raising  of  faction,  controversy  or  de- 
bate, to  any  manner  of  misgovern ment."  By  an- 
other law,  any  person  aiding  in  a  lottery  by  print- 
ing or  publishing  a  scheme  on  account  of  it,  was 
punishable."  Another  law  provided,  "  that  if  any 
person  by  public  or  private  discourse  or  conversa- 
tion, or  by  any  ways  or  means,  should  dissuade  or 
endeavor  to  prevent  an  officer  from  doing  his  duty 
in  Quelling  riots,"  he  is  subject  to  a  heavy  penalty- 
In  PeausyTvania  they  carried  matters  still  further 
In  (heir  Bill  of  Rights,  we  find  "  that  the  printing 
presses  shall  be  free  to  every  person  who  under- 
takes to  examine  the  proceedings  of  the  L^fiala- 
ture,  or  any  branch  of  the  Qovernmenlj  and  no 
law  shall  ever  be  made  to  restrain  the  free  riglit 
thereof.  The  free  communication  of  thoughts 
and  opinions  is  one  of  the  invaluable  rights  of  uma, 
and  every  citizen  may  freely  write,  print  or  spenk, 
on  any  subject,  being  responsible  for  the  abuse  of 
that  liberty^'  Yet,  in  Pennsylvania,  a  law  has 
been  made,  and  he  had  heard  from  the  best  au- 
thority was  stilt  in  force  "  making  it  high  treasoa 
to  propose  a  new  constitution  in  that  Btue." 

Mr.  GAtXATin  denied  the  existence  of  any  snch 
law. 
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Mr.  Otis  replied  that  he  might,  perbapa,  have 
mislakeo  the  precise  words,  but  it  was  to  thai 
effect 

If  we  go  to  Virpnia,  said  Mr.  O.,  we  shall  read 
Iq  Uieir  coustitutioD  "that  the  freedom  of  the 
press  canaoi  be  restratoed,  except  in  despotic  Got- 
«riimeiits;"  but,  in  the  act  passed  December,  1792, 
it  is  provided,  "that  if  any  person  shall,  by  writing 
or  speaking,  endearor  to  insligaie  the  people  to 
erect  or  establish  any  Ooremcaent,  separate  or  iu- 
dependenl  of  the  Gtovernmeni  of  Virginia,  he  shall 
be  subject  to  any  punishment  not  extending  to  life 
or  member,  which  the  -  eoart  may  adjadge.'^ 
Tfaey  hare  another  act  against  cursing  and 
Aweariitg,  which  is  merdy  nsing  the  liberty  of 

In  all  these  instances,  it  is  clearly  understood, 
that  to  paniih  licentiousness  and  seaition  is  not  a 
resUaint  or  abridgment  of  the  freedom  of  speech 
or  of  (he  press.  He  might  no  doubt  multiply  these 
vzuspleL  and  appeal  to  the  opinions  and  decisions 
of  many  learned  Courts  and  jurin ;  but  he  would 
confine  himself  to  the  Courts  of  Fennsvlvania. 

Mr.  O.  then  read  divers  extracts  from  a  case 
found  in  DaUa^t  Beporlt;  the  Commonwealth  tw. 
Oswald,  and  the  opinion  of  the  Chief  Justice, 
which,  as  he  BBid,avowed  and  fortified  the  law  with 
all  its  distinctions  as  stated  by  himself;  and  this 
opinion,  he  declared,  had  been  incidentally  sanc- 
tioned by  the  whole  L^islaiure  of  Pennsylvania. 
upon  Mr.  Oswald's  petition.  He  said  he  should 
despair  of  finding  this  great  Constitutional  law 
expounded  with  the  same  pertinence  and  elo- 
quence, but  that  be  held  in  bis  band  another  docu- 
ment containing  a  late  charge  to  a  grand  jury 
from  the  same  learned  Judge.  [This  charge  he 
also  proceeded  to  read.] 

Mr.  O.  having  finished  reading  this  extract,  re- 
peated his  expressions  of  astaoishmeni  that  gen- 
ttemen  should  raise  such  an  outcry  against  a  law 
80  perfectly  analogous  lo  the  laws  and  usages  un- 
der which  they  had  all  been  born  and  bred.  If 
this  law  were  a  violaiion  of  the  Constitution,  each 
State  hid  infringed  upon  its  own  constitution  :  for 
it  was  not  more  true  that  all  the  powers  not  given 
to  Congress  were  retained  by  the  States,  than  that 
all  the  powers  not  given  to  (he  Stales  were  retain- 
ed bv  the  people. 

Tne  gentleman  from  Virginia  had  inquired  how 
•  line  could  be  drawn  between  the  liberty  and 
liceaiioueness  of  the  press  1  He  would  inform 
him,  that  an  honest  jury  was  competent  lo  such 
a  discrimination,  they  could  decide  upon  the  false- 
hood and  malice  of  the  intention.  How,  said  he, 
do  they  draw  a  line  of  discrimination  in  the  case 
of  a  forgery  of  public  security  ?  This  crime  is 
effecEed  through  the  medium  of  the  press  or  of  the 
pen.  How  can  tbey  punish  the  inleni  when  a 
man  offers  a  bribe  to  a  Judge,  which  may  be  done 
by  words  only  1  These  are  ofiences  which  the 
gentlemen  wmild  anxiously  discountenance.  Yet 
forgery  is  only  the  liberty  of  the  press  upon  his 
construction,  and  an  offer  of  bribery  is  merely 
freedom  .of  speech,  is  it  not  a  restrami  upon  the 
freedom  of  speech,  thai  the  people  in  the  gallery 
Kit  not  allowed  to  join  in  thia  debate?    Yet  ihu 


would  hardly  be  permitted.  Why  then,  said  Mr. 
O.,  ate  gentlemen  so  feelingly  alive  on  this  sub- 
ject? Where  lies  the  injury  in  attempting  to 
check  the  progress  of  coTumny  and  falsehtMd? 
Or  how  is  society  aided  by  the  gross  and  monstrous 
outrages  upon  (ruth  and  nonor,  and  public  charac- 
ter and  privHle  peace  which  inundale  the  country  1 


Can  there  be  any  necessity  of  allowing  anony- 
mous and  irresponsible  accusers  to  drag  before  the 
tribunal  of  public   opinion,  magistrates,  and  B 


office,  upon  fabe  and  groundless  charges? 
There  are  sixteen  Legislatures  in  the  United 
States,  in  which  all  the  measures  of  Qovernment 
are  open  to  invesligatiDn.  There  are  two  Houses 
of  Congress,  in  which  every  accusation  and  sus- 
picion may  have  free  vent,  wherein  our  jealousiea 
and  prejudices  may  be  uttered  without  restraint, 
and  every  man  will  still  be  at  liberty  to  print  and 
speak  at  pleasurej  but  he  must  be  prepared  to 

Srore  those  charges  which  bring  di^race  upon  hia 
;llaw-citizens.  No  reasonable  being  can  desire 
a  greater  latitude  than  this.  But  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  is  fearful  that  an  impartial  jury 
will  not  be  found  in  the  present  excited  state  of 
the  public  opinion  j  but  if  twelve  honest  men  can- 
not be  found  to  acquit  a  libellisl,  he  onght  to  be 
convicted.  He  urges  further  that,  even  in  Qreat 
Britain,  Parliament  bos  never  made  laws  to  re- 
strain censorious  remarks  upon  its  measures ;  but, 
in  Great  Britain^  Government  is  more  able  lo  pro> 
[ecc  itself,  and,  if  the  gentleman  pleases,  he  may 
add,  it  is  less  deserving  of  protection.  It  should 
be  remembered,  too,  that  tL&  esteem  and  confi- 
dence of  the  people  is  of  less  consequence  to  a 
British  Parliament,  than  it  Is  to  an  American 
Congress;  and,  moreover,  that  libels  as  well 
asaiost  Parliament,  as  other  bodies  of  men,  ar* 
ofiences  at  common  law.  Neither  does  the  pres- 
ent bill  restrain  a  free  animadversion  upcm  the 
proceedings  of  Congress,  or  the  conduct  of  it* 
members ;  it  merely  pronibits  calumny  and  de- 
ception. The  gentleman  from  Virginia  had  mode 
another  singular  objection  to  the  biO,  arising  from 
an  apprehension  that,  by  it,  a  blow  was  aimed  at 
an  individual  printer,  to  whose  paper  he  subscrib- 
ed, S!  it  was  one  of  the  only  three  or  four  papers 
that  were  open  to  a  free  discussion  of  the  meas- 
ures of  the  Administration.  The  right  of  the 
gentleman  to  subscribe  for  the  paper  alluded  to, 
could  not  be  disputed,  although  his  tears  must  pro- 
ceed from  an  opinion  that  it  would  inevitably  fall 
under  the  description  of  writings  intended  by  the 
bill.  Butj  does  the  gentleman  speak  from  personal 
inforinatton  in  ailing  that  oibei  presses  are 
shut  against  strictures  upon  the  Government? 
Has  admission  been  refused  lo  the  lucabrsiions  of 
himself  or  friends?  If  not,  he  should  not  com- 
plain because  the  editors  of  newspapers  generally, 
and  the  people  at  large,  ate  too  well  satisfied  with 
the  conduct  of  Government  to  volunteer  an  oppo- 
sition, The  public  approbation  and  contentment 
expressed  in  tne  daily  papers,  was  the  highest  and 
most  honorable  testimony  of  the  wisdom  of  public 
measures,  unless  it  b«  supposed  that  the  printers 
from  one  end  of  the  Continent  to  the  other,  ara 
paid  by  the  Administration  for  suppressing  truth ; 
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■  confederacy  this,  much  less  likely  to  exist,  thaa 
one  consisting  of  three  or  four  printers,  for  the 
propagation  of  error  and  mischief! 

Mr.  Oria  concluded  hy  apologizing  to  the  com- 
mittee for  the  time  he  had  eraployea  upon  topics 
to  familiar  to  them  as  the  present.  He  was  aware 
tiiat  the  right  of  Congress  to  legislate  upon  this 
subject,  appeared  to  a  majority  of  thai  House  self- 
eTldent,  and  begged  to  assure  them,  ihaC  he  did 
not  mean  to  insult  the  understanding  of  gentle- 
^nlarging  upon  principles  so  perfectly 
undeniable.  He  justified  himself  only 
icasion.  He  knew  that  most  unusual 
were  made  to  deceire  the  people  and 
Kiarm  theii  fears,  that  they  were  threatened  with 
the  deprivation  of  a  darling  privilege.  It,  there- 
fore, was  projier  to  remind  them,  that  these  were 
idle  terrors,  and  that  no  innovation  was  attempted 
npon  the  immemorial  laws  and  customs  ofthe 
country.  They  were  still  at  liberty,  and  would 
ever  be  so,  to  use  their  tongues  and  their  pens, 
like  all  other  property,  so  as  to  do  no  wanton  and 
unjustifiable  injurv  to  others.  He,  therefore, 
hoped  the  bill  would  pass. 

Mr.  Macon  said,  the  same  section  of  the  Con- 
stitution which  forbids  any  interference  with  the 
freedom  of  speech  and  of  the  press,  extends  also 
to  religious  establishments,  and  says,  "Congress 
■bail  make  no  law  respecting  an  establishment  of 
lelipion,  or  prohibiting  the  tree  exercise  thereof.' 
This  bill  ought  to  be  considered,  therefore,  as  ih 
commencement  of  a  system  which  might  as  well 
be  extended  to  the  establishment  of  a  national 
religion,  as  to  a  "  restraint  of  speech  and  of  the 
press."  He  acknowledged  th«  bill  was  less  excep- 
tionable than  when  it  came  from  the  Senate  ;  but 
it  yet  contained  the  principle  which  be  considered 
U  violating  tlie  ConsiitutLon, 

Mr.  M.  said,  he  had  attended  to  all  that  had 
been  said  in  support  of  this  bill;  but  could  find 
nothing  like  argument  in  it.  When  the  words  of 
the  Constitution  were  so  express,  it  seems  irr 
sihle  they  could  be  understood  as  the  gentle 
from  Mttssachuseits  had  represented  them.  Seve- 
ral authorities,  Mr.  M.  said,  had  been  read  to  show 
that  this  bill  will  form  a  Constitutional  law.  He 
believed,  however,  far  more  might  be  adduced 
to  show  the  reverse.  He  believed  the  best  way  of 
.coming  at  the  truth  of  the  construction  of  any. 
part  01  the  Constiintioo,  was,  by  examining  the 
opinions  that  were  held  respecting  it  when  it 
under  discussion  in  the  difierent  States. 

Mr.  M.  then  proceeded  to  quote  the  opinio; 


the  leadini 


-vera!  of  the  t 


,  3  order  to  show,  from  the  opinion 
the  friends  of  the  Constitution,  that  it  was  n 
understood  that  prosecutions  for  libels  could  take 
place  under  the  General  Government ;  but  that 
ihey  must  be  carried  on  in  the  State  courts,  as 
the  Constitution  gave  no  power  to  Congress  to 
pass  laws  on  this  subject.  Not  a  single  membi 
m  any  of  the  conventions  gave  an  opinion  to  th 
contrary.  The  following  are  the  words  of  Judge 
Iredell,  of  North  Carolina,  on  the  occasion.  Judge 
Wilson,  of  this  State,  and  several  others,  were 
equally  strong;  but  we  have  them  not  at  hand. 


and  if  we  had,  to  give  extracts  from  the  whole 
would  occupy  too  much  room.  In  the  Conven- 
tion of  North  'Carolina,  in  reply  to  a  member  who 
had  said  that  the  General  Govemmeut  might 
make  it  treason  to  write  against  the  most  arbi- 
trary proceedings,  but  who,  it  appears,  afterwa-rda 
corrected  himself,  and  said  he  meant  only  mis- 
prision of  treason,  and  only  that  it  might  be  dtme 
within  the  ten  miles  square,  where  they  were  to 
have  exclusive  legislation,    Judge    Iredell  thus 

"  Where  is  the  power  given  them  to  do  thiil  ^^ 
(Congren)  have  power  to  define  and  pnniih  piiacm 
and  felonies  camtnltted  on  the  high  •<*■>  and  afiencea 
Rgainrt  the  law  of  nations ;  bat  Iha;  have  no  power  U 
deSn«  any  other  crime  whatmer.  This  rflowi  bow 
apt  gentlemen  are  to  commit  miatakea.  The  powen 
of  tha  Government  are  particnUrly  enmnerated  >nd 
deflnad.  The;  can  claim  no  others  bat  suck  u  are  ao 
enumerated.  In  my  opinion,  they  are  eicladed  •• 
mnch  &om  the  eiendse  of  any  olfaBr  ■.uthority,  u  thej 
could  ba  by  the  itrongcM  negatiTB  clanae  ttlat  eooM  ba 

Mr.  M.  also  quoted  the  opinions  of  members  of 
Congress  at  the  time  the  amendments  to  the  Con- 
stitution were  adopted,  to  prove  the  same  thing. 
And  inquired  how  it  was  come  to  pass,  not- 
withstanding all  the  positive  opinions  which  he 
had  quoted  to  the  conirary,  that  Congress  should 
now  conceive  that  they  have  power  to  pass  laws 
on  this  subject  1  He  could  himself  find  no  ground 
to  justify  the  change. 

Gentlemen,  Mr.  M.  said,  might  call  this  a  harm- 
less bill ;  but  however  harmless  it  may  be,  it  is  a 
beginning  to  act  upon  forbidden  ground,  and  no 
one  can  say  to  what  extent  it  may  hereafter  be 
carried.  He  thought  this  subject  of  the  liberty  of 
the  press  was  sacred,  and  ought  to  be  lefV  where 
the  Constitution  had  left  it.  The  States  have 
complete  power  on  the  subject,  and  when  Con- 
gress legislates,  it  ought  to  have  confidence  in  the 
States,  as  the  States  ought  also  to  have  confidence 
in  Congress,  or  our  Government  is  gone.  This 
Government  depends  upon  the  Slate  Legislatures 
for  existence.  They  have  only  to  refuse  to  elect 
Senators  to  Congress,  and  all  is  gone.  He  be- 
lieved there  was  nowhere  any  complaint  of  a  want 
of  prnner  laws  under  the  State  Governments ;  and 
though  there  msynot  be  remedies  found  for  ererjr 
grievance  in  the  General  Government,  what  it 
wants  of  power  will  be  found  in  the  State  Qov- 
ernments,  and  there  can  be  no  doubt  but  that 
power  will  he  duly  exercised  when  necessity  calls 
for  it. 


the  best 


snbjec 


concluded  with  observing,  that  from 
ion  which  he  had  been  able  to 
t,  he  was  convinced  that  Coq- 
les)  the  power  to  pass  a  law  like 
The  present ;  but  if  there  he  a  majority  deter- 
mined to  pass  it,  he  could  only  hope  tnat  the 
Judges  would  exercise  the  power  placed  in  them 
of  determining  the  law  an  unconstitDtioDal  law, 
if,  upon  scrutiny,  they  find  it  to  be  so. 

Mr.  LivinosTON  said,  that  notwithstanding  the 
sarcasms  which  had  been  thrown  oat  against  thoae 
who  oppose  this  measnte;  notwithatanding  th*t 
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kiod  ofaccommodatiog  priDciple  which  hai  been 
■et  u^  and  reiierated,  ihat  the  powrrs  of  this  Coa- 
■lilutton  ezleod  to  every  possible  case — a  princi- 
ple wbich  goes  to  the  deatructioo  of  State  author- 
ities, aod  makes  that  iastrumeut  mean  aDytbiog 
oi  nothing — notwithstanding  this,  he  should  again 
TeoEnre  to  engage  the  attention  of  the  House 
while  he  cndeaTored  lo  show  that  this  bill  is  not 
only  coatniy  la  the  spirit,  but  to  the  direct  letter 
of  the  CoDstitution. 

The  Constitution  declares  that  "  no  law  shall 
be  passed  to  abridge  the  liberty  of  speech  or  of 
(he  press."  Let  us  mqaire,  said  Mr.  L..  what  was 
the  liberty  enjoyed  at  the  time  this  declaration 
was  agreed  to,  and  see  whether  cilizeiu  will  enjoy 


g  and  speakins  dia  not  exist  then 
■ill  not  ai 

._      _.    ..  ._ litution  is  noii 

pronibitiDg  any  change  in  this  respect  f     Gentle- 


liberty  of 
that  I 
they 


.ng  and  speakins 

I T   If  they  will  not  aay  this,  must 
allow  that  the  Constitution  ' 


men  may  call  this  liberty  an  evil,  if  they  pleasi  , 
if  it  be  an  evil  (which  he  was  far  from  beheTiog) 
it  is  an  evil  perpetrated  by  the  Consiilution. 

The  Constitution  seems  lo  have  contemplated 
«ases  which  might  arise  at  a  future  day.  It  seems 
to  have  foreseen  that  majorities  ^far  be  it  from  him 
to  believe  the  present  majority  is  of  the  number) 
might  be  actuated  by  dispositions  hostile  to  tl 
Qovernmeni ;  that  it  might  wish  to  pass  laws 
nippress  the  only  means  by  which  its  corrupt 
views  might  be  made  known  to  the  people,  and 
therefore  says,  no  law  shall  be  passed  to  abridge 
the  liberty  of  speech  and  of  the  press.  Thiii  pri- 
vilege is  connected  with  another  dear  and  valua- 
ble ptivil^e — the'  liberty  of  conscience.  What 
ia  boerty  of  conscience']  Gentlemen  may  to- 
morrow establish  a  national  religion  agreeably  ~ 
the  opinion  of  a  majority  of  this  House,  on  I 
ground  of  an  uniformity  of  worsbip  being  mc 
consistent  with  public  happiness  than  a  diversity 
of  worship.  The  doing  of  this  is  not  less  forbid- 
den than  the  act  which  the  House  are  about  to  do. 
But,  it  is  said^  will  you  suffer  a  printer  to  abuse 
his  fellow-ciuxeos  with  impunity,  ascribing  hi 
«onduct  to  the  very  worst  of  motives  ?   Is  no  pun 


laws  of  every  State  in  the  Union.  Every 
character  is  protected  by  law,aiid  everr  man  who 
ahall  publish  a  libel  on  any  part  of  tne  Govern- 
ment, u  liable  to  punishment.  Not,  said  Mr.  L., 
by  laws  which  we  ourselves  have  made,  but  by 
laws  pissed  by  the  several  States.  And  is  not 
this  most  proper  1  Suppose  a  libel  were  written 
against  the  President,  where  is  it  most  probable 
that  such  an  offence  would  receive  an  impartial 
trial?  In  a  court,  the  judges  of  which  are  ap- 
pointed by  the  President,  by  a  jury  selected  by  an 
officer  holding  bis  ofBce  at  the  will  of  the  Presi- 
dent 1  or  in  a  court  independent  of  any  infloence 
vhatevtf  7  The  States  are  as  much  interested  in 
the  preservation  of  this  General  Government  as 
we  are.  We  do  wrong  when  we  attempt  to  set  ap 
interests  independent  of  the  Stales.  They  are  all 
desiiou  of  preserviiig  the  Constitution  as  it  now 


h  more  probable  \ 
court  iu  which 


stands;  and  it  is,  therefore,  much  H 

thai  justice  will  be  found  in  i 

neither  of  the  parties  have  influence,  than  m  one    , 

which  is  wholly  in  ibe  power  of  the  President. 

id  this  Government  is  liable  to  suffer 
abuse  of  the  worst  kind  ;  the  worst  motives  may 
be  attributed  to  it,  the  most  false  statements  made 
with  respecttoiisconduct,andnohandcanbeheld 
out  to  protect  iu  For  bisown  part,he  believed  there 
ighi  to  be  no  such  power.    He  believed  every 
[dependent  Qovernmeni  was  equal  to  the  prolec- 
_.on  of  its  private  or  public  character;  but  when 
gentlemen  speak  of  slanders  against  the  Oovera- 
menl^he  knewofno  such  thing.     We  are  charged. 
Tor   instance,   with   passing  an   unconstitutioikal 
act— with  violating  our  oatbs.   What  answer  is  it   . 
proposed  we  should  make  lo  the  charge  1     We  ar«   - 
not  to  disprove  the  fact,  and  let  the  public  judge  I 
between  us,  but  we  are  itmnediately  to  prosecute    . 
the  man  who  makes  the  charge.    You  may,  by    | 
thus  acling,  establish  e^ror  assoon  as  truth;  youpDt     > 
them  both  on  the  same  footing ;  you  crush  them 
by  force  of  arms,  aod  not  by  the  force  of  reason. 
This  is  the  same  system  which  heretofore  lighted 
the  fires  of  Smithfield,  and  which  has  produced  so 
much  bloodshed  and  ruin  amongst  majikind. 

the  Constitutional  objection  lo  this 


great  as  it  is,  is  of  small  importance,  when  it  is 
^idered  in  another  point  of  view.    He  looked 


leading  to  the 

luencea — events  which  be  had 
always  opposed  and  con stantly  deplored — leading 
to  a  practical  change  in  our  Government.  Gen- 
tlemen may  think  ibis  is  not  so.  He  had  frequently 
heard  them  speak  of  weak  and  rotten  parU  of 
the  system ;  they  may  wish  only  to  slrengthen  the 
weak  parts,  and  cut  out  the  rolten.  But,  Mr.  L. 
said,  he  admired  the  Coniiitution  in  its  present 
form ;  he  had  superadded  to  this  admiration  the 
sanction  of  an  oath.  Both  inclination  and  duty, 
therefore,  led  him  to  oppose  measures  which,  in  hu 
opinion,  went  to  a  radical  change  of  it 

Many  writers  have  amused  themselves,  and  in- 
structed the  world,  by  delineating  the  means  by 
which  free  Governments  gradually  become  op- 
pressive; and  some  of  them  the  means  by  which 
free  Governments  become  Despotism*.  Hewoold 
take  the  liberty  of  readina  an  exlract  out  of  one 
of  the  best  writings  he  had  seen  on  this  subject— 
the  best  in  this  view;  as  it  shows  how  a  Govern- 
ment, organized  like  ours,  may  come  to  destruc- 
tion. He  would  barely  read  the  passage,  and  if  it 
did  not  make  an  impression  on  the  minds  of  gen- 
tlemen,  he  should  despair  of  saying  aoyihina;  that 
would.  [Mr.  D*I«A  inquired  ihe  name  of  the  au- 
thor.] Mr.  LivmoBTon  replied, the  book  he  altud' 
ed  to  was  John  Adams's  Defence  of  the  American 
Constitution.  Whilst  he  read  this,  he  wished  it 
to  be  recollected  that  it  had  been  declared  on  this 
floor  that  none  but  men  of  a  certain  political  opin- 
ion would  be  chosen  by  the  President  to  office. 
Mr.  L.  then  read  as  follows: 

"  A  lew  uninsnt,  conqiicuoui  cbsraden,  will  be  cm- 
tinaed  in  thair  sMts  in  the  Bovsieign  AsMmbly,  ham 
ne  election  lo  anolber,  whatner  changM  an  made  in 
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the  Kati  ■ninud  them.  By  mpeiior  art,  oddieis,  ind 
opnlinee ;  by  more  aplendid  birth,  reputation,  and  con- 
nexionB,  the;  will  be  able  to  intrigni  with  tiie  people, 
and  their  leaden  out  of  doori,  until  they  woim  oat  mott 
of  their  oppoaen  and  introdoce  their  trienda.  To  thia 
end,  they  will  bealow  all  oSeet,  contrscta,  piivilegea  in 
cominerce,  and  other  emalnmenta,  on  the  latter,  and 
Aeii  conneiiona,  and  throw  evety  Taxation  and  diMp- 
pcnntmeut  in  the  way  of  the  former,  until  they  eiUbliih 
nich  *  ayitem  of  hopea  and  fean  througboul  the  State 
aa  ahall  enable  them  to  cany  a  majority  in  every  treA 
■lectiDn  of  the  Hoiue.  The  Judgea  will  be  appointed 
by  them  tnd  their  par^,  and,  of  eoniequence,  will  be 
ohaequioua  enough  to  their  indinaliona.  The  whole 
Judicial  authority,  aa  well  aa  the  Executive,  will  be 
employed,  perreited,  ijid  proatituted  to  the  pntpoaea  of 
electioneming.  No  jiutice  will  be  attainable,  nor  will 
InnoeeuM  or  virtue  be  aafe  in  the  Judidaiy  Conrta,  hut 
lot  Iha  fiiauda  of  the  preniUng'  leaden.  Legal  pnaeca* 
tiona  will  be  inatitnted  and  carried  on  agaiiut  oppoaai, 
to  theil  Telalion  and  nun ;  and,  aa  th^  haTe  the  public 
IWM  at  command,  aa  wril  aa  the  ExectlliTe  and  Judi- 
d«l  powtT,  the  public  money  will  be  expended  in  the 
aame  way.  No  faTora  will  be  attain^a  but  by  tboee 
who  will  court  the  ruling  deinafOgnu  in  the  Houae  by 
voting  for  their  friendi  and  inititimealB ;  and  penaiona 
and  peconian  reirudaand  gTati£catian8,M  well  aa  honor 
■ad  offioea  ofeTery  kind,  wfll  be  voted  to  frienda  and  par- 
tiaana.  The  leading  minda  and  moat  influential  char- 
acter* among  the  clet^  win  be  oonit«d,  and  the  viewa 
of  (be  youth  in  thia  department  will  be  tnrned  upon  (how 
men,  and  die  road  to  promotion  and  employment  in  the 
(Auicli  will  be  obatructed  e^inat  inch  aa  will  not  wor- 
Aip  the  general  idoL  Capital  charaeten  among  the 
phyaieiana  will  not  be  forgotten,  and  the  meana  of  ac- 
qniring  repntation  in  the  practice  of  the  healing  art, 
will  be  to  gel  the  Stale  tmmpelera  on  the  ude  of  youth. 
T%e  bw,  loo,  wilt  be  made  ao  aDbaarrimt  that  a  young 
gentleman  will  have  no  chance  to  obtain  ■  lAaractet,  or 
cUenta,  bnt  by  &lling  in  with  the  viewa  of  the  Judgea 
and  their  ereatora.  Evan  the  theatrea  and  actor*  and 
actreaiaa  muat  become  politiciana,  and  convert  the  pob- 
tic  pleamrea  iaW  engiaaa  of  popnlatity  for  the  gorem- 
ing  membera  of  the  Houae.  Toe  preaa,  that  great  bar- 
riir  and  bulwark  of  the  rights  of  mankind,  when  it  ia 
noiected  in  ita  freedom  by  law,  can  now  no  longer  be 
me ;  if  Ae  authon,  writers,  and  jnintwa,  will  not  ac- 

XDf  the  hire  that  will  b«  (dfeled  them,  they  muat 
It  to  tbenin  that  will  bedenonncedagainrt  them. 
The  praaatt,  with  much  aecrecy  and  concealment,  vriU 
be  made  Ae  vehidea  of  calumny  ageinit  the  minori^, 
mai  of  panegyric  and  empirical  applauae  of  the  leaden 
tt  the  majority,  and  no  remedy  can  poeiiUy  be  obtained. 
ia  ooe  word,  the  whole  ayitem  of  a&iri,  and  every 
conceivable  motive  of  hope  and  fear,  vrill  be  employed  to 
promote  the  private  inteieata  of  a  few,  and  their  obaequi- 
ona  majority ;  and  there  ii  no  remedy  bnt  in  anru  ! 

Sad  remedy  1  He  hoped  the  people  of  thii  coud- 
tnr  would  never  be  farced  to  fiflve  recourse  to  it. 
If  the  fatal  tendeoc^r  of  certain  measures  be  whst 
^ey  are  here  described,  (and  he  believed  the  re- 
wesentation  to  be  a  just  one,)  it  behooved  us  to 
Kwxte  in  time. 

Mr.  L.  would  be  glad  if  eentlemeo  would  infonn 
the  House  of  anf  eood  which  would  be  derived 
from  the  pasMge  of  this  bill — of  any  evil  which  it 
■Win  temedy  ?  If  they  could  not  do  this,  he  further 
entreated  tbem  to  think  of  the  evib  wlucli  it  may 


produce.  He  feared  it  would  lessen  the  confidence 
of  the  people  in  the  GoTeroment.  By  the  ad- 
dre»!es  which  we  see  pour  in,  from  every  qiUHier, 
it  would  aeemlhat  this  confidence  is  now  posseased, 
and  he  hoped  Government  would  be  careful  not 
to  lose  it.  But  to  judge  from  addresses  alone^  wa» 
but  a  fatlaeioas  mmle  of  judging.  In  proof  of  thi& 
Mr.  L.  referred  to  Dalrym  pie's  History  of  the  Reign 
of  James  I.,  which  shows  thai  this  monarch  waa 
overpowered  with  the  most  fulsome  addresses,  at  a 
lime  when  the  people  in  geoeral  were  disaffected 
lo  his  Government  to  the  highest  degree.  Tbiir 
he  said,  was  a  strong  historical  fact,  which  ou^ht 
to  have  its  due  weight.  The  political  situation 
of  this  country  very  much  resembles  that  of  En^ 
land  at  the  time  alluded  to. 

The  effect  of  this  bill  may  be  to  lift  a  few  men 
into  consequence  who  were  never  of  an^  b^tm^ 
and  to  ruin  two  or  three  others ;  but  it  will  be  in 
vain  to  attempt  to  hide  the  miscondnet  of  Oovem- 
ment  from  the  people,  The  thing  will  defeat  ita 
own  end.  They  will,  besides,  be  struck  with  the 
flagrant  breach  which  it  makes  in  the  Constitution, 
compared  with  which,  be  looked  upon  war,  pes- 
tilence, and  every  other  calamity,  as  ^  tnaing- 
consequence.  Time  may  remove  these,  bnt  of  an 
unforgiving,  dreary  despotism,  who  can  see  thfl 
end  i  God  forbid  that  we  should  ever  be  called 
upon  to  employ  our  talents  to  the  overturning  oC 
such  a  Government ! 

Mr.  Dah*  said,  no  honest  man  wanted  the  lib- 
erty of  uttering  malicious  falsehood — and  this  lavr 
would  operate  a^iinst  no  other  publications. 

Mr.  Gall&tik  observed  that  the  same  kind  ot 
general  answer  to  all  the  objections  agaiutt  the  Ull, 
which  had  now  fallen  from  the  gentleman  from 
Connecticut,  bad  alreadv  been  used  by  him  on 
the  first  reading  of  the  bill,  when  the  crimioality 
of  certain  writings  was  not  to  depend  on  their  being 
Mse  and  malicious.  The  remarks  of  that  gentle- 
man were,  however,  as  little  in  point  now,  and  no 
more  applicable  to  the  areumeDt  urged  against 
this  bilf  than  they  were  before  it  had  received  its 
present  modifications.  Was  the  bill,  in  its  present 
shape, free  from  Constilutional  objections?  &vp' 
posmg  it  to  be  Constitutional;  was  it  expedient  7 
or,  to  use  the  words  of  the  Constitution,  waa  it  ne- 
cessary and  proper,  at  present,  to  pass  this  taw? 
These  were  the  two  important  questions  whitJi 
claimed  the  attention  of  the  House. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachnsetta  (Mr.  OTia> 
had  attempted  to  prove  tbeconsiilntionality  of  the 
bill  by  assening,  m  the  first  place,  that  the  power 
to  pnaish  libels  was  originally  vested  in  Congress 
by  the  Constitution,  and,  in  the  next  jdace,  that 
the  amendment  to  the  Constitution,  which  declares 
that  Congress  shall  not  pass  any  law  abridging  the 
liberty  of  the  press,  had  not  deprived  them  of  the 
power  originaily  given.  In  order  10  establish  ht» 
first  position,  the  genileman  had  ihougbt  it  suffi- 
cient to  insist  that  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Courts  <^ 
the  United  States  extended  to  the  punishment  of 
offences  at  common  law,  that  is  to  say,  of  offences 
notarisingunderthesututesorlawsoi  theUnioiH— 
an  assertion  unfounded  initselfj  and  which,  if  |R1>- 
ven,  would  not  support  the  pomt  he  endeavon  to 
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eBUblisb.  Tfatit  ssseition  was  uofomided ;  for  the 
jiidieiid  authotity  of  those  courts  is,  by  ihe  CoDsti- 
tutiaa,  declared  to  extend  to  cases  oi  Admiialiy,  or 
aSeciing  public  Ministers^  to  suits  between  States, 
citizenE  of  different  States,  or  foreigners,  and  to 
eases  artaine  under  the  Constitution,  laws,  and 
tieatiesiinaite  under  the  authority  of  that  Constitu- 
tion ;  excluding;,  therefore,  cases  not  arising  under 
either — cases  arising  under  Ihe  common  law.  Ii 
was  preposterous  to  suppose,  with  the  ^enileman 
from  Massachusetts,  that,  in  cases  Biising  under 
the  CoDslitaiioD,  were  included  offences  at  com- 
mon law  ;  for  the  cases  meant  were  only,  either 
such  as  might  arise  from  any  doubtful  construe- 
lion  of  the  Constitution — for  instance  the  consti- 
tutionality of  a  law — or  those  arising  immediately 
under  any  specific  power  given  or  prohibition  en- 
joined by  ihe  Constitution  ;  such,  for  instance,  as 
declaringa  relrospectire  law  of  any  Stale  to  be  null 
and  void.  Nor  was  that  gentleman  more  fortu- 
nate in  his  choice  of  arguments,  when  he  though! 
lie  could  derive  any  proofs  in  support  of  the  sup- 
posed jurisdiction  of  the  Federal  Courts  from  the 
number  of  technical  expressions  in  the  Conslttu- 
tion — such  as  laii  of  habeas  corpua,  Uvying  war, 
ArC.,  which,  as  he  supposed,  recognised  the  com- 
mon taw.  He  had  tjiere  confounded  two  very 
distinct  ideas— ^ihe  principles  of  the  common  law, 
and  the  jurisdiclion  over  cases  arising;  under  it. 
JThat  those  principles  were  recognised  lu  the  oases 
where  the  courts  had  juritdictioo,  was  not  denied  ; 
but  such  a  recwaiiioD  could  by  no  means  extend 
the  jurisdiction  Deyoud'the  specific  cases  deSned 
by  tne  Constitution.  But,  had  chat  gentleman  suc- 
ceeded in  proving  the  existence  of  tlie  jurisdiction 
of  the  Federal  Courts  over  offenceaat  common  law, 
and  more  particularly  over  libels,  he  would  there- 
by have  adduced  the  strongest  ar^ment  against 
the  passing  of  this  bill ;  for,  if  the  jurisdiction  did 
exist,  where  was  the  necessity  of  now  giving  it? 
If  the  judical  authority  of  the  Federal  Courts,  by 
the  Constitution,  extended  to  the  punishment  of 
libels,  it  was  unnecessary  to  pass  this  law,  which, 
modified  as  it  is,  was  inieuded  by  its  supporters  for 
ihesole  purpose  of  enacting  into  a  law  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  the  common  law  of  libels.  The  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts  himself,  by  bis  efforts  to 
obtain  this  law,  had  shown  that  he  did  not  believe 
that  the  courts  could  act  in  the  case  of  libels,  with- 
out the  assistance  of  a  law ;  and  every  geDtleman 
who  bad  spoken  in  favor  of  this  bill  had  explicitly 
declared,  as  his  opinion,  that  the  Federal  Courts 
had  no  jurisdiction  whatever  over  offences  at  com- 
mon law.  The  fact  was,  that  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  although  be  bad  at  first  stated  the 
question  correctly,  by  saying  that  it  was  sufficient 
to  prove  that  the  power  of  pasting  this  biU  was 

S'ven  by  the  Constitution,  had  afierwards  alto^ 
ei  forgotten  hisown  position — the  position  which 
it  was  inctimbeot  upon  him  to  prove — and  had  at- 
tempted to  establish  another  point,  uoconuecled 
with  the  first.  The  question  was  not  whether 
the  Courts  of  the  United  States  had,  without  this 
law,  the  power  to  punish  libels,  but  wheihei,  sup- 
posing they  had  not  the  power.  Congress  had  that 
of  giving  them  this  jurisdiction — whether  Con- 


gress were  vested  by  the  Constitution  with  the' 

authority  of  passing  this  bill  1 

For  a  proper  discussion  of  that  question,  Mr.  G.. 
said,  it  would  be  necessary  for  him  to  bring  once 
more  to  the  recollection  of  the  House  those  Con- 
stitutional principles  Co  which  he  bad  already, 
on  another  occasion,  adverted.  The  people  of  the 
United  States  were  not  under  the  authority  of  a 
simple,  or  of  one.  but  under  two  distinct  Govern- 
ments—that  of  the  difierent  States  in  which  they 
respectively  lived,  and  that  of  the  Union.  The 
Government  of  the  Union  was  not  a  consolidated 
ona  possessing  general  power ;  it  was  onl^  a  fed> 
era!  one,  vested  with  specific  powers,  defined  bjr 
the  Constitution  ;  and  though  it  should  seem  that 
no  one  could,  on  reading  that  instrument,  mistake 
its  principle,  yet,  for  greater  security,  it  nad  been 
provided,  bv  an  amendmeni  which  now  made  a 
part  of  the  Constitution,  ihat  the  power  not  dele- 
^ated  to  the  United  States,  nor  prohibited  to  the 
individual  States,  remained  respectively  with  the 
States,  or  with  th^people.  Hence  it  was  that  Con- 

fress  had  no  undefined  general  legislative  powers, 
ut  that  it  became  necessary  for  ihem,  whenever 
tbey  passed  a  law,  to  show  from  what  article  of 
that  charter  under  which  they  acted — from  what 
specific  power  vested  in  them  by  the  Constitu- 
tion— tbey  derived  the  authority  they  claimed.  In 
this  instance,  it  must  be  shown  that  the  Constitn- 
tion  has  given  them  the  power  to  pass  a  law  for 
the  punislimeut  of  libels.  It  would  not  be  con- 
tended that  any  such  power  was  specifically  given, 
and  it  onlv  remained  to  be  examined  wheilier  it 
was  incluaed  in  any  more  general  authority.  It 
had  been  insisted  that  Congress  had  thepawer,gen- 
erally,  to  provide  for  the  punishment  of  any  offen- 
ces against  Crovemment.  It  is  evident  that  such 
a  power,  if  it  did  exist,  would  emlffsce  the  punish- 
ment of  any  offences  whatever,  or  rather  of  any 
act,  whch,  though  not  criminal  in  itself,  might  be 
obnoxious  to  the  persons  who  happened  to  have  Go- 
vernment in  their  hands}  for  any  such  act  might, 
by  them,  be  called  an  offence  against  Government, 
and  made  critoioal.  But,  so  far  from  this  being 
the  case,  it  would  be  found  that  the  Constitution 
had  actually  specified  ihe  cases  in  which  Congresi 
should  have  power  either  to  define  or  to  provide 
for  the  punishment  of  offences ;  and  they  were  the 
following:  piracies,  felonies  on  the  hieh  sea, and 
offences  aeaiQEl  ibelawof  nations,  which  they  had 
a  right  to  define  and  punish;  counterfeiting  the  coin 
or  public  securities  of  the  United  States ;  treason, 
which  they  had  a  right  to  punish,  but  not  to  de- 
fine, it  being  expressly  denned  by  the  Constitu- 
tion itself;  all  offences  that  might  be  committed 
within  the  ten  miles  square,fDrts,  arsenals,  &c.,over 
which  the  United  Stales  might,  with  the  consent 
of  a  State,  acquire  exclusive  jurisdiction  i  and, 
finally,  opposition  or  offences  against  the  laws  or 
exercise  of  the  Constitutional  authority  of  any 
department — which  offences  Congress  had  a  ri^t 
to  define  and  punish,  by  virtue  of  the  clause  of  iho 
Constitution  which  empowered  tbem  to  pass  all 
laws  necessary  and  proper  for  carrying  inm  execu- 
tion any  power  vested  by  the  Conslituiion  in  them. 
iH  in  any  deputment.     Mr.  Q.  then  proceeded 
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e  the  several  Dflenees  defined  by  the 
two  acis  providiag  for  the  puniabtnent  of  crimes 

g;a.inst  the  United  Slates,  in  order  to  show  that 
ODgiess  bad  heretofore  strictly  adhered  to  the  spe- 
cificaiioQ  of  the  Coustituiion,  and  never  atlempied 
to  legislate  iti  the  tnanner  proposed  by  this  biil. 

It  must  be  evident,  from  thai  enumeration,  that 
the  only  clause  of  the  Constiiuiion  which  can 
give  a  color  to  (he  authority  now  claimed,  is  that 
already  quoted,  which  gives  CoagTtra  authority 
to  mase  all  laws  which  shall  be  necessary  and 
proper  for  carrying  into  execution  tbe  power  vest- 
ed by  tbe  Constitution  in  the  Government  of  tbe 
United  States,  or  in  any  department  or  officer 

But  the  language  here  used  was  strict  and  pt<e- 
cise;  it  gave  not  a  vague  power,  arbitrarily,  to 
create  offences  against  Government,  or  to  lake 
cognizance  of  cases  which  fail  under  the  exclusive 
jurisdiction  of  the  State  courts.  In  order  to  claim 
any  authority  under  this  clau^,  the  supporters  of 
tfais  bill  must  show  the  specXc  power  given  to 
Congress  or  to  the  President,  by  some  other  part 
of  the  Constitution,  wiiich  wonld  be  carried  into 
effect  by  alawagainat  libels.  They  must  go  fur- 
ther — they  must  abow  which  of  those  Constitu- 
tional powers  it  was  which  could  not  be  carried 
into  cSect,  unless  this  law  was  passed.  It  was  in 
that  manner  that  the  authority  of  Congress  had 
heretofore  been  exercised ;  they  had  passed  no 
penal  laws,  except  such  as  arose  from  tbe  necessity 
of  carrying  into  effect  some  of  the  specific  powers 
vested  m  tbeio.  Thus,  as  ihey  had  tbe  exclusive 
power  to  establish  post  roads,  they  had  made  it 
penal  to  rob  the  mail ;  and  as  tbey  were  author- 
ized to  lay  taxes,  they  had  passed  laws  to  punish 
frauds  of  revenue  officers,  or  evasions  of  the  reve- 
nue laws.  But,  until  this  bill  was  proposed,  Con- 
gress bad  never  attempted  to  define  or  punish 
offences  generally ;  and  tbe  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts was  mistaken  when  he  had  stated  that 


cases  defined  by  the  Constitutiouj  or  wbi' 

from  some  power  heretofore  exercised  by  Congress, 

that  forgery  came  tinder  the  jurisdiction  oT  the 


t  be  evident  that  no  Taw  against  libels  could 
be  passed  by  Congress,  unless  it  was  under  color 
of  carrying  into  enect  some  other  distinct  power 
Tasted  in  them.  However  improbable  such  an 
attempt  might  have  appeared,  the  bill  now  under 
discussion  justified  the  suspicions  of  those  who,  at 
the  time  of  the  adontion  of  the  Constitution,  had 
ilpprehended  that  tne  sense  of  that  generally  eX' 

tressed  clause  might  be  distorted  for  that  purpose. 
I  was  in  order  to  remove  these  fears,  that  the 
amendment,  which  declares  that  Congresa  shall 
pass  no  law  abridging  tbe  freedom  of  speech  or  the 
uberly  of  the  press,  was  proposed  and  adopted — an 
amendment  which  was  intended  as  an  express 
exceptioa  to  my  supposed  general  power  ofpiua- 
ing  HI1M,  &C.,  vetted  in  Congress  by  the  other 
clause.    The  tense,  in  which  he  and  his  friends 


understood  ibia  amendment,  was  that  Congreat 
could  not  pass  any  law  to  punish  any  real  or  sup- 
posed abuse  of  the  press.  The  construction  ^ven 
to  it  by  the  supporters  of  the  bill  was,  that  it  did 
not  prevent  them  to  punish  what  they  called  the 
''  "  of  tbe  pregs,but  merelyforbade  theii 


laying  any  previous  restraints  upon  i 

J  ._  jijjjj  prepotterous  to  say,  that  to  midim 

an  abridgement  of  the  liberty 


pMred  t 


of  doing  that  act.  It  appeared  to  him  that  it  was 
en  iDGiHting  evasion  of  the  Constitution  for  gen- 
tlemen to  say,  "  We  claim  no  power  lo  abridge  the 
liberty  of  the  press;  that,  you  shall  enjoy  unre- 
strained. You  may  write  and  publish  what  yon 
please,  but  if  yon  publish  anything  agaiost  us,  we 
will  punish  you  for  it.  So  loo^  as  we  do  not  pre- 
vent, but  only  punish  your  writings,  it  is  no  abridg- 
ment of  your  liberty  of  writing  and  nriodng." 
Congress  were  by  that  amendment  prohinited  fmn 
passing  any  law  abridging,  ifcc. ;  tbey  were,  there- 
tore,  prohibited  from  adding  any  restraint,  either  by 


previous  restrictions,  or  by  subsequent  punishment, 
or  by  any  alteration  of  the  proper  jurisdiction,  or 
of  the  mode  of  trial,  which  did  not  exist  before; 


short,  tbey  were  under  an  obligation  of  leaving 
mat  sabject  where  they  found  it — of  passing  no 
law,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  affecting  that 
liberty. 

In  the  next  place,  this  amendment  was  intro- 
duced as  an  exception  to  tome  pre-existing  pow«r 
vested  by  the  Constitution  in  Congress ;  no  that, 
to  render  the  construction  given  by  the  supporteta 
of  the  bill  admissible,  it  was  necessary  for  tnem  to 
prove,  that,  by  virtue  of  some  such  pre-existing 
power,  or  in  order  lo  carry  into  effect  some  distinct 
power,  Congress  could  hare  laid  previous  restrainta 


^K".' 


in  the 


suggestion  which  n 


hinted^  even  by  themoti  violent  opponents  of  the 
Constitution,  at  the  time  of  its  adoption.  The 
danger  intended  lo  be  remedied  was  that  which 
bad  Deen  actually  apprehended,  and  which  might 
have  some  frail  foundatiou  in  tbe  general  claoae 
so  often  quoted.  Finally,  that  construction  waa 
inconsistent  with  tbe  amendment  itself.  Thai 
amendment  {H-ovided  against  the  passing  of  aay  . 
law  abridging  either  the  liberty  of  [be  press  or  the 
freedom  of  speech ;  and  a  sound  construction  must 
be  sncb  as  to  be  applicable  to  both.  But  that  con- 
tended for,  to  wit,  that  the  only  prohibition  wms 
that  of  passing  any  law  laying  previous  restrainta 
upon  eitner,wasBlBurd,9ofarasit  related  to  speech; 
fur  it  pre-supposed  that  Congress,  by  the  Constils- 
tion,  as  it  originally  Blood,  might  have  passed  lam 
layingsnch  restraints  upon  speech  ;  and  what  theee 
n<Msibly  could  have  been,  he  was  altogether  at  ■ 
loss  to  conceive,  unless  ^ntlemeo  chose  to  asaert 
that  the  Constitution  had  given  Congress  a  power 
to  seal  the  months  or  to  cut  the  tongues  of  the  eiti- 
lens  of  the  Union  ;  and  these,  however,  were  the 
only  means  by  which  previous  restraints  coeld  be 
laid  on  the  freedom  ca  speech.  Was  ii  not  evi- 
dent, that,  as  speech  could  not  be  restrained,  bai 
might  be  punished,  a  Coostiiutional  clause  forbid- 
ding any  abridgment  of  the  freedom  of  speech 
must  necessarily  mean,  not  that  no  laws  shoold  be 
paued  laying  previous  restraints  upoa  it,  bat  that 
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no  pgaishinent  should  bf  l&w  be  inflicted  upon  it  7 
But,  admit  the  consltuciion  giyva  to  ihe  ameod- 
ment  by  the  supporters  of  ihis  bill,  still  must  they 
recur  to  the  orifiual  proviaions  of  the  Gonstita-i 

I  tion — still  is  it  loeunibeDt  od  tbem  to  show  that]  : 
this  bill  is  necBMory,  in  order  to  carry  into  opera-/ 

^tionsomeof  the  powers  of  GoTernme^  "Oorem- 
nMnt  has  existed  for  more  than  nine  years  with- 
out the  assistance  of  this  law.  This  law  is  not 
then,  necessary  at  all  times ;  indeed,  it  is  iotendea 
only  to  last  for  three  years.  Let,  then,  gentlemen 
prove  that  that  necessity  naw  exists  which  here- 
tofore did  not  exist.  It  is  an  obligation  laid  span 
them  by  the  Constitution  itself  evidently,  to  prove 
that  an  alteration  has  taken  place  in  the  situation 
of  this  eonntry,  which  impels  us  lo  pass  this  law. 
And  yet  they  are  silpnt.  Where  is  the  House  to 
find  proofs  of  thai  wonderful,  yet  unknown  change 
in  our  ciTCumsiances  1  Will  they  deriTe  their 
information  from  the  newspaper  scrapswith  which 
they  had  been  entertained,  the  other  day,  by  a 
member  from  Connecticut?  aa  if  there  was  auy- 
thinf  alarming  or  novel  in  paragraphs  blaming  or 
attacking  certain  measures  or  certain  indiTlduals 
of  QoTemmeni ;  as  if  the  present  Administration 
felt  more  afiaid  of  newspaper  abuse  than  former 
Administrations,  or  than  other  men.  Or  is  Con- 
Ktess  to  receive  a  conviction  of  that  alteration 
from  the  plot  which  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  (Mr.  Habper)  had  promised  to  unfold — 
a  nlot  in  which  not  one  member  on  this  floor  did 
believe,  when  it  was  aoaounced.  and  in  which  he 
suspected  the  gentleman  himself  hid  long  since 
discovered  he  had  been  mistaken  7  Leaving,  how- 
ever, those  ridiculous  gro&ods  of  alarm,  (and,  ludi- 
crous ps  it  might  appear  to  an  indifferent  hearer, 
they  were  the  onlv  ones  that  had  yet  been  alleged 
in  support  of  this  oill,)  Mr.  O.  would  ask  whetoer 
^ntlemen  did  not  believe  themselves,  that  at  no 
time  had  there  been  less  to  be  apprehended  from 
presses  that  circulated  opinions  in  opposition  to 

V  the  measures  of  Qovernment ;  that  no  reason 

\  could  be  adduced  why  this  bill  should  pass,  except 
I  that  a  party  in  the    United  Stales,  feeling  that 

i  tbev  had  more  power,  were  not  afraid  of  passing 
|sncli  a  law,  and  would  pass  it,  because  tbey  felt 
'themselves  so  strong — so  little  in  need  of  the  assist' 
ance  of  that  measure — that  thejr  expected  to  be 
supported  by  lhe<  people,  even  in  that  flagrant 
attack  upon  the  Consiitntion  7  Would  any  of 
them  dare  to  assert  that  the  time  when  the  West- 
ern insurrection  look  place,  when  it  was  thought  n«- 
cettary  to  call  to  arms  fifteen  thousand  men,  was 
not  a  more  dangerous  moment  for  Government, 
and  did  not  more  forcibly  call  forth  a  law  panish-, 
iiw  misrepresentations  of  the  measures  or  motives 
ofOovernment,  than  the  present  period? 

The  advocates  of  this  measure  mnst  show  to  us 
its  necessity  for  carrying  into  operation  the  pow- 
ers vested  tn  the  President,  or  in  either  branch  of 
the  Levistature — who  are  its  objects.  They  must 
prove  Uat  ihePresideat-dare  not,  cannot,  will  not, 
execute  the  laws,  unless  tbe  abuse  poured  npon 
bim  from  certain  presses  is  suppressed.  If  there 
be  a  majority  of  this  House  in  favor  of  this  law, 

.  are  that  majority  ready  to  declare  that  thai  law 


is  necessary,  in  arder  to  enable  ihem  t      .    

the  powers  vested  in  them  by  the  Constitution? 
Are  they  ready  to  say  (hat  ihey  are  prevented  from 
voting  according  to  the  dictates  of  their  conscieDce, 
for  voting  is  Ihe  only  power  belonging  to  them,  by 
newspaper  raragraphs?  Are  they  ready  lo  say, 
that  unless  libels  against  them  shall  be  punished; 
that  unless  they  may  obtain  revenge  from  the 
insolence  of  the  printers,  they  will  not  or  dare  not 
vote  as  they  would  otherwise  do  7  But  if  ihey 
are  ready  to  make  those  declarations ;  if  they  do 
believe  this  bill  Mceaaaty  in  order  to  enable  this 
House  to  do  their  duty,  they  mast  recollect  that 
this  House  is  composed  of  individuals,  and  that, 
according  to  iheir  own  doctrine,  in  order  to  insure 
a  conscientious  vote  in  the  whole  House,  every 
individual,  and  not  a  majority  of  the  House,  ought 
to  be  equally  sheltered  by  this  law  from  the  abuse 
of  printers.  Whilst,  therefore,  they  support  the 
bill  in  its  present  shapte,  do  they  not  avow  that  the 
true  object  of  the  law  is  to  enable  ooe  party  to  op- 
press the  other ;  that  they  mean  to  have  the  power 
to  punish  printers  who  may  publish  against  them, 
whilst  their  opponents  will  remain  alone,  and  with- 
out redress,  exposed  to  the  abuse  of  Ministerial 
prints  7  Is  it  not  theii  object  to  frighten  and  sup- 
press all  presses  which  they  consider  as  contrary 
to  their  views ;  to  prevent  a  free  circulation  of 
opinion ;  to  snffer  the  people  ai  large  to  hear  only 
partial  accounts,  and  but  one  side  of  the  guesiiou; 
to  delude  and  deceive  them  by  partial  informa- 
tion,aDd,thrangb  those  means,  to  perpei Date  them- 
selves in  power? 

In  vain  did  those  gentlemen  attempt  to  shelter 
themselves  under  the  different  pleas  that  this  bill 
could  only  affect  Ihe  authors  of  false  publications, 
since  any  man  might  justify  his  writings  by  giv- 
ing in  evidence  the'  truth  of  his  assertions ;  and 
that  it  created  no  new  offence,  but  only  re-en- 
acted what  had  always  been  the  common  law  of 
libels. 

It  was  true  that,  so  far  as  related  merely  to 
facts,  a  man  would  be  acquitted  by  proving  that 
what  he  asserted  was  true.  But  the  bill  was  in- 
tended to  punish  solely  writings  of  a  political  na- 
ture, libels  against  the  Government,  the  President, 
or  either  branch  of  the  Legislatnre ;  and  it  was 
well  known  that  writings,  containing  animadver- 
sions on  public  measures,  almost  always  coniain- 
ed-nai.omvfects_  but  opinions.  And  how  could 
the  IrutEoTopinions  Be'  proven  by  evidence  1  If 
an  individual  tbinking,as  he  himself  did,  that  the 
present  bill  was  unconstitutional,  and  that  it  had 
been  intended,  not  for  the  public  good,  butaolely 
for  pony  purptlSesr should  avow  and  publish  hts 
opinion,  and  if  ihe  Administraiion  thought  fit  to 
prosecute  him  for  that  sapposed  individutd  offence, 
would  a  jury,  composed  of  the  friends  of  that  Ad- 
ministration, hesitate  much  in  declaring  the  opin- 
icm  ungroondedj  or,  in  other  words,  false  and 
scandalous,  and  its  publication  malicious  7  And 
by  what  kind  of  argument  or  evidence,  in  the 
present  temper  of  parties,  could  the  accused  con- 
vince them  that  his  opinion  was  true  7 

As  to  the  aMertion  that  the  bill,  under  its  pres- 
ent modiSeationa,  was  nothing  more  than  Um 
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common  law  of  libels,  he  woul^obserre  that  ao 
gentleniaQ  could  be  satisfied  that  the  few  tines, 
of  which  the  bill  coasisted,  contained  the  geouine 
aod  unadulterated  priociples  of  the  law  of  libels — 
a  law  which  bad  arisen  from  the  precedents  and 

i'udicial  decisions  of  three  centuries;  a  law  which, 
ike  every  other  branch  of  the  common  law  of 
England,  had  received  different  modificatioos  in 
the  different  Slates,  so  as  to  be  now  dissimilar  in 
every  one.  He  had  not  critically  examined  the 
bill  in  that  point  of  view  ;  but  he  would  jnst  no- 
tice a  mode  of  expression  which,  if  strictly  con- 
strued, would  introduce  a  principle  now  unknown 
to  the  common  law  of  libels.  By  the  bill,  every 
person  who  should  write,  print,  utter,  or  publish, 
A^^  was  Euilty ;  so  that  a  person  only  writing 
what  might  be  adjudged  a  libel,  although  he  nei- 
ther printed,  published,  read,  or  communicBied 
his  work  to  aay  one,  and  although  he  did  not  in- 
tend it  for  publication,  mighty  like  Algernon  Sid- 
ney, be  found  guilty,  under  this  act,  for  the  offence 
>f  having  thrown  his  ideas  on  paper.  - 

by  this  b 

lion.  Heretofore  the  ct^q^zaoi 
this  nature  bad  exclusively  belonged  to  the 
State  courts,  and  the  mode  of  trial  waa  essen- 
tially altered  by  being  had  before  the  Federal 
courts,  li  was  not  oalj  by  being  deprived  of  the 
benefits  fif  a  trial  by  a  jury  of  their  Ticlnage  that 
the  accused  persons  were  put  in  a  wonte  situa- 
tion ;  the  manner  of  selecting  the  jury  was,  iu 
(ome  States,  in  Pennsylvania,  especially,  very  dif- 
ferent in  the  Courts  of  the  United  Sutee  from 
what  it  was  in  the  State  courts.  It  was  provided, 
by  the  act  to  esiablish  the  Judicial  Courts  of  the 
United  States,  "  that  jurors,  to  serve  for  the  Courta 
of  the  United  States,  sball  be  designated  by  lot, 
oi  otherwise,  in  each  ^iate,respectirely,aocordiDg 
to  the  mode  of  forming  juries  therein  now  prac- 
tised, so  far  as  the  laws  shall  render  such  desig- 
nation practicable,  by  the  courts  or  marshal  of 
the  United  Sutes."  Juries,  in  the  New  England 
States,  were  selected  by  the  towns,  or  by  lot,  and 
under  that  act,  they  still  were  selected  in  tb( 
same  manner  to  serve  in  the  Federal  Court*,  with- 
out  the  interference  of  any  federal  officer.  Oen- 
tleman  from  those  States  were,  therefore,  very 
easy  on  account  of  this  bill,  as,  in  practice,  it  left 
their  constituents  in  the  same  situation  in  which 
it  found  them.  In  case  of  a  prosecution  for  a 
libel,  an  inhabitant  of  Massachusetts  would  be 


StatM,  where  the  juries  were  summoned  by  the 
sherifi,  the  case  was  far  different.  In  Pennsylva- 
nia,  if  the  prosecution  was  before  the  State  court, 
the  jury  would  be  summoned  by  the  sherifi;  bit  if 
before  the  Federal  court,  the  marshal,  in  that  caae, 
would  sommon  the  jury.  The  difference  in  thia 
case  was  immense;  Tor  the  sheriff  in  Pennsylra- 
nia  was  elected  by  the  people,  and  held  his  com- 
mission for  three  years,  revocable  only  for  misbe- 
baviout.  The  marshal  was  appointed  by  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States,  was  removable  from 


had  been  inspector  of  tl^  revenue.  The  sheii 
was  the  officer  of  the  people,  the  marshal  was  the. 
creature  of  the  Executive.  Aitd,  however  imma- 
terial this  might  be  in  ordinary  suits  or  proseen, 
tions,  when  the  offences  were,  as  under  this  bill 
altogether  of  a  political  nature ;  when  the  suppoa- 
ed  crimes  to  be  pimished  were  a  libel  against  the 
Administration,  what  security  of  a  fair  trial  »• 
mained  to  a  citizen,  when  the  jury  was  liable  te 
be  packed  by  the  Administration,  when  the  suae 
men  were  to  be  judges  and  parties  1 

AtWr  having  given  this  short  sketch  of  the  fe*- 
tures  of  this  bill,  Mr.  G.  said  he  had  intended  to 
make  some  general  remarks  on  the  nature  of  po- 
liikallibds,  or  of  writings  against  the  measures 
of  the  AdmutistratioD,  and  on  the  propriety  of  in- 
terfering at  all  by  law  with  them.  The  lateneM 
of  the  hour  prevented  him.  He  would  only  ob- 
serve that  laws  against  writings  of  this  kind  had 
uniformly  been  one  of  the  most  powerful  eugiiMS 
used  by  tyrants  to  prevent  the  difliision  of  know- 
ledge,  to  throw  a  veil  on  their  folly  or  their 
crimes,  to  satisfy  those  mean  passions  which  al- 
ways denote  little  minds,  and  to  perpetuate  theii 
own  tyranny.  The  principles  of  the  law  of  politi- 
ck libels  were  to  be  found  in  the  rescripts  of  the 
worst  Emperor*  of  Rome,  in  the  decisions  of  the  ' 

Star  Chamber.  Princes  of  elevated  minds,  Got- 
emments  actuated  by  pure  motives,  had  ever  de- 
spised the  slanders  of  malice,  and  listened  to  the 
aniffl  ad  versions  made  on  their  condacL  They 
knew  that  tbe  proper  weapon  to  combat  error  was 
truth,  and  that  to  resort  to  coercion  and  puniab- 
menta  in  order  to  suppress  writings  attacking 
their  measures,  was  to  confess  tbai  these  coula 
not  be  defended  by  any  other  means. 

Mr.  HaBFBR  said,  that  he  should  hardly  expect, 
at  so  late  an  hour,  to  be  indulged  by  the  House  in 
a  detailed  answer  to  the  objections  urged  a«aiiurt 
this  bill,  even  if  he  thought  it  necessary.  He  did 
not,  however,  think  it  necessary,  as  most  of  the  ar- 
gimients  which  had  any  appearance  of  applicaticm 
or  force,  had  already  been  fully  refuted;  some 
few  only,  which  he  thought  it  important  to  con- 
trovert, had  remained  unanswered  ;  and  on  ihem 
he  begged  permission  to  make  a  few  remKrks. 

In  the  first  place,  gentlemen  who  oppose  the 
bill  had  said,  that  hitherto  the  Government  of  ike 
United  States  had  existed  end  prospered  without 
a  law  of  this  kind,  and  then  exoliingly  aaksd: 
''  What  change  has  now  taken  place  to  render 
such  a  law  necessary  f  He  did  not  know  whe-  ' 
ther  most  (o  wonder  at  or  pity  the  secuiity  oi 
gentlemen  who  asked  this  question.  They,  no 
doubt,  could  perceive  no  change  of  circumstanca; 
for  they  had  declared  that  they  pen»ived  none; 
but,  to  his  mind,  by  the  conclusions  of  which  kis 
conduct  must  be  governed,  the  change  wasmost  evi- 
dent ;  and  he  would,  for  himself,  answer  the  qne*- 
tion  of  the  gentleman.  The  change,  in  his  opinion, 
consisted  in  this:  that  heretofore  we  had  been  at 
peace,  and  were  jiaw  on  the  point  of  being  dnven 
into  a  war  with  a  nation  which  openiyinntevr 
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itegrty  amongjiSfand  its  "  diplomatic  itill,"  »s 
tbe  most  eBeciunl  means  of  psralyziog' oar  efforts, 
and  bringing  as  to  ite  ono  lerma.  0[  the  apers- 
tions  of  tDis  skill  among  a;,  by  means  of  corrupt 
pBTtisani  and  hired  presses,  he  had  no  doubt ;  be 
was  everj  day  furnished  with  stronger  reasons 
for  bdieviDg  io  iis  existence,  and  saw  stronger 
indications  of  its  systemattc  eiertiou.  We  knew 
its  effects  in  other  countries,  where  it  had  aided  tbe 
progress  of  France,  mnch  more  effectnaltjr  than 
the  force  of  her  arms.  He  knew  no  reason  why 
we  should  not  harbor  traitors  in  our  bosom  as 
well  as  other  nations  ;  and  he  did  most  firmly  be- 
lieve that  France  had  a  patty  in  this  cottntry, 
small,  indeed,  and  sure  to  be  disgraced  and  de- 
stroyed as  soon  as  its  designs  should  become  gen- 
erally known,  bat,  active,  artful,  and  deiermmed, 
and  capable,  if  it  could  remain  concealed,  o!  ef- 
fecting inGnite  mischief.  This  party  was  the 
instrument  of  her  "  diplomatie  skill."  By  this 
party  she  hoped  to  stop  "  the  wheels  of  onr  Qov- 
emment,"  en  chain  our  strength,  enfeeble  our  ef- 
forts, and  finally  subdue  us;  and  to  repress  the 
enterprises  of  this  party,  he  wished  for  a  law 
against  sedition  and  libels,  the  two  great  instru- 
ments whereby  France  and  her  partisatis  bad 
worked  for  the  destrnction  of  other  conntries, 
and  he  had  no  doubt  were  now  working,  he 
trusted  ansDceessfully,  for  the  destrnction  of 
tfiis. 

He  could  not,  therefore,  believe  that  our  safety 
hitherto  ought  to  lull  us  into  security  now ;  unless 
gentlemen  could  cooTince  him  that,  because  a  per- 
son had  existed  in  health,  fnrnine  years,  be  ought 
to  refuse  medicine  when  he  at  length  felt  the  ap- 
proach of  disease ;  or  when  he  saw  the  daggers  of 
assassins  ererywhere  whetted  against  him,  should 
neglect  to  put  on  a.  coat  of  mai^  because,  for  nine 
year^,  he  had  not  been  assailed. 

It  was  honorable  for  the  Ooyemment,  Mr.  Har- 
PBH  said,  that  it  bad  existedfor  nine  years,  in 
safety,  without  such  a  law  as  this;  and  be  still 
hoped  that  even  now,  there  would  be  little  or  no 
occasion  for  enforcing  tbe  law  should  it  pass,  but 
of  this  he  was  far  from  being  certain.  The  coat  of 
mail  which  Congress  was  about  to  provide  in  tbi 
law,  might  turn  away  the  point  of  some  dagger 
aimed  at  the  heart  of  the  Ooremment,  and  in  that 
case  it  wonld,  he  said,  be  matter  of  rejoicing  that 
the  bill  had  passed.  Should  no  such  case  occur, 
then,  like  a  sword,  which  there  has  been  no  oc^ 
casion  to  draw,  it  will  have  done  no  harm. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Qal- 
LATIN )  had  expressed  an  opinion,  Mr.  H. 
said,  that  he  himself  having  as  yet  produced  no 
proofs  of  the  criminal  correspondence  which  be 
had  supposed  to  exist  between  persons  in  this  coun- 
try and  the  Government  of  France^  must  now  be 
convinced  that  no  such  correspondence,  or,  as  the 
gentleman  had  thought  proper  to  express  it,  no 
such  cotMpt'racvdidin  fact  exist;  and  a  gentleman 
from  New  York  (Mr.  LivinoaTON)  had  observed, 
with  an  air  of  tnnmph,  and  in  poetic  language, 
that  the  clue  sometime  aso  discovered  had  not 
,yet  led  to  the  den  of  the  Minotaur.  He  would 
advise  gentlemen,  he  said,  not  to  tritimph  too  soon. 


Because  proof  is  not  produced  in  a  fortnight,  it 
does  not  follow  that  it  will  not  be  produced  io  a 
ith :  becanse  it  is  tiot  now  laid  on  the  table,  it 
does  not  follow  that  it  will  not  be  laid  there  at  the 
banning  of  next  session,  or  even  before  the  end 
of  this.  He  look  the  liberty  of  assuring  gentle- 
men that  his  co&viction  on  this  head  was  by  no 
means  weakened.  Legal  proof  wasone  thing,  and 
be  did  no!  know  that  he  should  ever  be  able  to  pro- 
duce it;  circumstances  sufficient  to  influence 
opinion,  to  induce  belief,  to  fix  conviction  in 
the  mind,  might  exist,  notwithstanding  the  want 
of  such  proof,  and,  as  respected  him,  did  exist 
'lis  case.  Those  circumstances  which  he 
.  on  a  former  occasion,  compared  to  threads 
that  might  at  length  lead  to  proof,  had  received 
new  force  from  subsequent  indications,  and  had 
fully  confirmed  him  in  the  opinion  that  France  is 
not  without  a  party  in  this  country,  engaged  in  a 
most  criminal  correspondence  with  ner  agents,  de- 
voted to  her  service,  and  aiding,  to  the  almost  of 
its  power,  the  efforts  of  her  "diplomatic  skllL" 
Fortunately  this  party  was  inconsiderable  in  num- 
ber, and  though  hitherto  possessed  of  j^iinsiderahle 
■-fluence,  through  the  ignorance  ol  the  public 
ipeeting  its  views,  would,  he  had  no  doubt,  be 
abandoned  to  diwrace,  the  instant  those  views 
should  be  generally  unaerstood. 

It  woula  be  recollected,  Mr.  H.  said,  that  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Gallatin) 
had  drawn  an  argument  against  this  bill  from  the 
Banner  in  which  juries  are  formed  in  Peonsylva- 
lia.  In  that  State  juries  are  summoned  by  the 
sheriff':  and,  as  tbe  proceedings  in  the  Courts  of  the 
Uniletj  Slates  must  conform  to  those  of  the  State 
a  respectively,  the  juries  to  try  persons  under 
this  act,  in  Pennsylvania,  would  be  summoned  by 
the  marshal,  who,  holding  bis  appointment  at  the 
pleasure  of  the  Executive,  may  select  a  jury  pre- 
disposed to  convict  the  person  accosea.  Such 
was  the  argument  of  the  gentleman  from  Peon- 
sylvaoia;  but  it  should  rather  be  an  argu- 
ment with  that  gentleman  to  use  bis  influence 
for  obtaining  a  reform  of  this  defect  in  the 
laws  of  his  own  State.  Surely  a  defect  in  a 
State  law,  which  it  was  in  the  power  of  that  State 
to  remove,  could  never  be  considered  as  a  reason 
why  the  United  Srates  should  not  pass  a  law 
necessary  for  the  safety,  perhaps  the  existence,  of 
the  Government.  This  aignment,moreover,  would 
ipply  with  as  much  force  in  one  direction  as  is 
:he  other;  for  if,  in  the  Federal  courts,  marshals 
appointed  by  the  Executive  should  be  inclined  to 
pick  juries  against  the  accused,  fiheriffs^  on  the 
other  hand,  in  the  State  courts,  might  be  inclined 
to  pick  tbem  in  bis  favor.  If,  therefortL  on  the 
strength  of  this  objection,  the  trial  of  libels  and 
sedition  shonid  be  left  to  the  State  courts,  instead  of 
being  transferred,  as  the  bill  proposes,  to  the  Court* 
of  the  United  States,  it  would  be  ntnnioR  into 
Scylla,  in  our  attempt  to  avoid  Charybdia.  There 
was,  certainly,  as  much  danger  of  partiality  on  one 
side  as  the  other. 

Mr.  H.,  however,  did  not  believe  that  there 
was  any  danger  of  this  kind,  on  either  side.  He 
was  persnad^  that  jnriei  would  be  sammoued 
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with  impartiality,  either  Id  the  Slate  courts  or 
those  of  the  (Jniied  Stales,  and  that,  when  sura- 
moned,  they  would  do  justice  according  to  their 
oath.  If,  however,  be  wag  mistakeo  In  that  paiut, 
he  hoped  the  State  would  speedily  remedy  so 
great  a  derect,  whioh  it  might  do  by  ordering  the 
juries  to  be  drawn  by  ballot,  ibSiead  of  being  se- 
lected by  the  sheriff— the  same  reform  must  then 
take  place  ia  the  Courts  of  the  United  States,  and 
Ihe  jurors  there  would  no  loDger  be  selected  by 
the  tnarshali  but  he  never  could  suffer  this  defect, 
if  it  really  were  one,  to  prevent  him  from  voting 
for  a  law  which  he  considered  as  necessary  for 
the  public  safety. 

Tne  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Q&l- 
latin)  had  gone  a  step  further,  Mr.  H.  said,  in 
hit  opposition  to  this  bill  than  the  rest  of  its  op- 
posers.  They  had  contended  that  it  was  contiarv 
to  the  third  ameadment  to  the  Constitution,  whicn 
prorides  "that  Congress  shall  pass  no  lawrcstrain- 
mg  the  liberty  of  speech  or  the  press."  The  geu' 
lleman  from  Pennsylvania  had  discovered  Uial, 
independently  of  that  amendment,  Congress  had 
no  power  to  pass  a  law  againKi  sedition  and  libels 
none  such  being  expressly  given  by  the  Consti- 
tution. .  But  can  there,  said  Mr.  H.,  be  so  great 
an  absurdity,  can  such  a  political  monster  exist, 
as  a  Oovernmeot  which  has  no  power  to  protect 
itself  against  sedition  and  libels?    Has  not  thi 


proper,  for  carrying  into  execution  the  foregoing 
powers,  and  all  other  powers  vested  by  this  Con- 
stitution in  the  QorernmeoL  of  the  United  States, 
or  in  any  department  or  officer  thereof;"  can 
the  powers  of  a  Goremment  be  carried  into  exe- 
cution, if  sedition  for  opposing  its  laws,  and  libels 
against  its  officers,  ileefr  and  its  proceedings,  are 
to  i«s3  unpunished?  The  idea,  he  said,  appeared 
to  aim  so  monstrous  and  absurd,  that  he  was  aston- 
ished that  any  one  should  seriously  advance  it. 

In  the  other  objection,  he  admitted  that  there 
was  more  plausibility;  the  objection  founded  on 
that  part  oi  the  Constitution  wnich  provides  that 
"CongreM  shall  pam  no  law  to  abridge  the  liberty 
of  speech  or  of  the  press."  He  held  this  to  be 
one  of  the  most  sacred  parts  of  the  CoDsiitution, 
one  by  which  he  would  stand  the  longest,  and  de- 
fend with  the  greatest  zeal.  But  to  what,  he 
asked,  did  this  clause  amouoti  Did  this  liberty 
of  tbe  press  include  sedition  and  licentiousness? 
Did  it  authorize  persons  to  throw,  with  impunity, 
the  most  violent  abuse  upon  the  President  and 
both  Houses  of  Congress?  Was  this  what  gentle- 
meu  meant  by  the  liberty  ofthe  press?  As  well 
might  it  be  said  that  the  liberty  of  action  implied 
thx  liberty  of  assault,  trespass,  or  assassination. 
Every  man  possessed  the  liberty  of  action;  but  if 
he  used  this  liberty  to  the  detriment  of  others,  by 
attacking  their  persons  or_  destroying  their  pro- 
perty, he  became  liable  to  punishment  for  this 
licentious  abuse  of  his  liberty.  The  liberty  of  the 
press  stood  on  precisely  itie  same  footing.  Every 
man  mi^ht  publish  what  he  pleased;  but  if  he 
•bused  Ihia  Hnerty  so  as  to  publish  slanders  against 
his  neighbor,  or  false,  scandaiou*,  and  mabcious 


libels  against  the  magistrates,  or  the  GovernmenI, 
he  became  liable  to  punishment.  What  did  this 
law  provide?  That  if  "any  person  should  pub- 
lish any  false,  scandalous,  and  malicious  libel 
aaainsl  the  President  or  Congress,  or  either  House 
01  Congress,  with  intent  to  stir  up  sedition,  or  to 
produce  any  other  of  the  mischievous  and  wicked 
effects  pariicutarlv  described  in  the  bill,  he  should, 
on  conviction  betore  a  jury,  be  liable  to  fine  and 
imprisonment  A  jury  is  to  try  the  ofience,  and 
they  must  determine,  trom  the  evidence  and  the 
circumstances  of  the  case,  fir&t  that  the  publica- 
tion iefaise,  secondly  that  it  is  tcandaioui.  thirdly 
that  it  IS  malicioua.  and  fonrlhly  that  it  was  made 
with  the  intent  to  no  some  one  of  the  things  par- 
ticularly described  in  the  bill.  If  in  any  one  of 
these  paints  the  proof  should  fail,  the  man  miul 
be  acquitted;  and  it  is  expressly  provided  that  he 
may  give  (he  trulh  of  the  publication  in  evidence 
as  a  justification.  Such  is  the  substance  of  this 
law;  and  yet  it  is  called  a  law  abridging  the 
liberty  of  the  press!  That  is  to  say,  thai  the 
liberty  of  the  press  implies  the  liberty  of  publish- 
ing, with  impunity,  faite,  M»ndalou8,  and  mali-  . 
cious  writings,  with  intent  to  stir  up  sedition,  Ac 
As  well  might  it  be  said  that  the  liberty  of  ac- 
tion implies  the  liberty  to  rob  and  murder  wilk 
impunity! 

Whence  was  it,  Mr.  H.  asked,  that  all  confidence 
in  the  trial  by  jury  was  now  discarded  br  thoM 
gentlemen  who  have  heretofore  so  warmly,  and 
so  justly,  resounded  its  praises?  Why  arejuries, 
in  whose  hands  the  fortunes,  the  lives,  and  tbe 
reputations  of  the  citizens  had  been  safely  deposit- 
ed by  our  laws  and  Constitulinns,  no  longer  to  be 
trusted,  when  it  is  in  question  to  punish  those  who. 
with  wicked  Intent,  publish  false,  scandalous,  ana 
malicious  libels  agamst  the  President  and  Coor 
gress?  Is  this  o£nce  of  so  sacred  a  nature,  so 
dear  to  gentlemen,  that  the  authors  of  it  cannoi  be 
trusted  in  the  hands  of  a  jury  of  their  fellow- 
Such,  Mr.  H.  said,  bad  ever  been  his  impressioiu 
cooceminsthe  liberty  of  ike  press;  which  he  deem- 
ed to  stand  on  tbe  same  ground,  and  to  he  liable 
to  the  same  restraints  by  law,  with  the  liberty  at 
action;  nor  could  he  be  persuaded  that  the  liberty 
of  the  pte><s,  as  understood  by  the  ConstituiJoD, 
could  eTer  be  abridged  by  a  law  to  puuisl^  on  con- 
viction before  a  jury,  the  publication  of  false,  scan- 
dalous, and  malicious  libels.  He  was  very  nappy 
to  find  his  opinions  fully  supported  by  those  of  a 
most  venerable  man,  whose  character  was  adiqired 
and  revered  by  all,  and  who  could  never  be  sua- 
pected  of  wishing  to  abridge  the  liberty  of  theprea*. 
He  held  in  bis  nand  a  little  volume  of  essays  by 
the  late  Dr.  Franklin,  among  which  there  was  one 
entitled  "An  Account  of  the  Highest  Court  of  Ju- 
dicature in  Pennsylvania,  viz:  the  Court  of  ttke 
Press."  The  venerable  author  first  treats  of  "ttie 
power  of  this  court."  Secondlr,  ''of  theperswa 
in  whosefa«or,  or  for  whose  emolument,  it  uettab' 
lished."  Thirdly,  of  "  the  practice  of  this  coari.** 
Fourthly,  of  "the  foundation  of  its  anihority." 
Fifthly,  of  the  persons  ''by  whom  this  court  ia 
conunisuoned  or  constituted."     Sizikly,  of  "tk^ 
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DRtDral  support  of  this  court."  And  laslly.  "of 
the  chechs  proper  to  b<!  established  a^inst  tlie 
abases  of  its  power." 

Each  oDp  of  these  heads,  said  Mr.  H..  eon  tains 
IDDch  raluable  matter,  exceedingly  applicable  to 
the  present  purpose,  and  deaerring  cf  the  serious 
attention  of^those  genllemen  who  talk  so  much, 
bat  appear  to  have  thought  so  little,  about  the 
liberty  of  the  press.  The  last,  however,  is  more 
particoiarly  in  paint,  sad  to  thai,  the  len^h  of  the 
essay,  and  the  lateQess  of  the  hoar,  admonish  me 
to  confine  myself. 

Speaking  of  "the  checks  proper  to  be  established 
■sainst  the  abases  of  power  in  the  Court  of  the 
Press,"  the  Tenerable  and  ingenious  author  says : 

"  Hitherto  there  are  none.  But  nnce  eo  much  hu 
been  written  and  pabliihed  on  the  Federal  Constitu- 
tion, and  the  neeeint;  of  checks,  in  all  other  pert*  of 
good  Goremment,  hai  been  to  clcKrlj  ind  Isamcdij 
faplained,  I  find  mjself  so  far  enKgbtened,  as  to  iue- 
pecl  some  cheek  amy  be  proper  in  Ait  part  bIki  ;  but  I 
tt*Te  been  at  a  bn  to  imagine  any  that  may  not  be 
crautoned  an  inftingemenl  if  the  eured  Ubrnty  of  the 
pTSf .  At  length,  bowerer,  I  tinnk  T  have  tband  one 
that,  inalead  of  diminiahtDg  general  liberty,  win  aag- 
ment  it)  whid)  ii  bj  reatoring  to  the  people  a  spedea 
of  Liberty  of  which  they  have  been  deprJTed  by  oui 
laws ;  I  mean  the  lUierty  of  the  eudgtl .'  Id  the  mde 
Mate  of  iodety,  prior  to  the  existence  of  laWi,  if  oa» 
men  gare  another  ill  language,  the  afionted  peraqn 
Bight  return  it  by  a  box  on  the  eaij  and,  if  repeated, 
I7  a  good  drablnng ;  and  this  without  ofiending  against 
any  law ;  but  nan  the  right  of  making  soch  return*  is 
denied,  and  they  are  punished  as  breaches  of  the  peace. 
while  the  right  of  abusing  Mienu  to  remain  in  full  force  ; 
the  laws  made  agsinet  it  being  rendeied  incfieclual 
by  the  Uberlj)  0/  lit  prai, 

"  My  pioporal,  then,  is,  l»  leave  tiie  Uberty  of  the 
preea  nntonched,  to  be  executed  in  ita  Ml  extent,  foiee, 
and  vigor,  but  to  permit  the  liberty  of  the  cudgel  to  go 
with  it,  pari  point.  Thus,  mj  tellow-oititetis,  if  an 
impudent  writer  attack*  your  repntation,  dearer  to  yon 
peA^M  than  yonr  lifc,  and  poU  hi*  name  to  die  charge, 
jou  may  go  to  him,  as  openly,  and  break  his  head. 
If  he  conceals  himaelf  behind  the  printer,  end  you  can 
iMTertbeleM  disoover  who  be  is,  yon  may,  in  liks 
manner,  waylay  him  in  the  night,  attack  hun  behind, 
•nd  gne  him  a  good  dmbtring.  if  your  adversary  hires 
htMm  wrilara  than  himaelf  to  abuse  yon  more  sffiicta- 
ally,  you  may  hire  brawny  porters,  etronger  than  youx- 
•eU^  to  assist  yen  in  giring  him  ■  more  eilectual  drub- 
bing. Thne  hz  goes  mr  pnject  as  to  privatt  leaent- 
ment  and  restitntion.  Bnt  it  the  Goveniment  riiould 
«vei  happen  to  be  afionted,  as  it  ought  to  be,  with  the 
conBaet  of  such  writers,  I  would  not  advise  proceeding 
immediately  to  these  ettremitiee.  bnt  that  we  should,  in 
moderation,  content  ounAves  with  tarring  and  feather- 
ing and  tosnng  them  in  a  blanket. 

"  If.  however,  it  should  be  tbooghl  that  this  proposal 
of  mine  may  distnrb  the  public  peace,  I  would  then 
hnmUy  recommend  to  our  legislators  to  take  up  the 
craisideration  of  both  liberties,  Oat  of  the  press,  and 
that  of  the  cudgel ;  and,  by  an  explicit  law,  mark  their 
extent  and  limits  ;  and,  at  tht  same  lime  that  they  se- 
ean  the  person  tk  s  dtiien  from  assaults,  they  would 
likewisa  provide  for  the  aacnrily  of  his  reputation." 
,  Thus  we  a^  continued  Mr.  H.,  thtt  this  i^reat 
man,  the  champion  of  liberty,  who  speot  hialifein 


promoting  her  cause,  did  not  think  that  the  liberty 
of  the  press  would  be  abridged  by  an  explicit  law 
tor  curbing  its  licentiousness.  Supported  by  this  . 
great  authority,  I  can  never  believe  that  a  law  to  i 
punish  the  publicatioo  of  false,  scandalous,  and  } 
malicious  libels,  00  conviction  by  a  jury,  is  a  law  I 
"to  abridge  the  liberty  of  the  press,"  as  intended  i 
by  the  ConstitutioD.  ) 

The  gentleman  froro  New  York  (Mr.  LiviNa> 
ston)  has  thought  proper  to  quote  a  rery.renera- 
able  authority,  the  Defence  of  the  American  Cou- 
Btitutionsj  by  the  present  Preiident  of  the  United 
States,  in  order  to  prove  that  this  Government  ia 
adraocing  rapidlr  to  a  despotism.  The  passage  ia 
very  striking,  ana  most  forcibly  marks  the  steps  of 
progressioff  tyranny.  Most  of  those  stem,  the  gen- 
ileman  declares,  have  been,  or  are  on  the  point  of 
being,  taken  by  this  Government.  But  there  ia  one 
part  of  the  passage  which  he  has  forgotten  to 
notice.  Let  me  be  permitted  to  recall  it  to  his  a(- 
tentioa.  The  learned  and  venerable  author  w 
treating  of  the  tendency  towards  despotism  which 
exists  10  a  Government  composed  of  one  brmnch, 
or  whose  whole  powers  are  coDcenlrated  in  one 
popular  assembly;  and,  in  order  to  warn  us  of  the 
dangers  of  such  a  Goveroment,  and  Inculcate  the 
necessity  of  a  division  of  power  for  the  support  of 
liberty,  he  tell*  as  how  the  grqat  men,  the  heada 
and  leaders  of  the  great  and  wealthy  families,  find 
their  way  into  such  an  assembly,  and  acquire  an 
absolute  inflnence  over  its  decisions.  He  then  roea 
on  to  mark  the  steps,  those  very  steps  quoted  by 
the  genitemanfrom  New  York,  whereby  they  ren- 
der their  seat*  permanent^  Eiifle  opposition,  subju- 
gate the  assembly,  usurp  its  powers,  and  at  lenj|Eh 
establish  an  oligarchy  or  a  despotism,  on  the  rums 
of  the  democracy.  Let  the  House  recollect  how 
persevering  and  vigorous  have  been  the  efforts  of 
the  iienlUmaa  from  New  York,  and  his  political 
associates,  to  pave  the  way  for  this  stale  oi  things, 
by  coocenirating  gradually,  sometimes  under  one 
pretest  and  someiimes  under  another,  all  the 
powers  of  our  Government  in  this  House,  by  de- 
molishing, piece  by  piece,  the  check*  established  in 
the  Senate  and  the  Execntive  power;  and  then  it 
will  be  able  to  judfe  to  whom  his  quotation  is 
most  applicable;  to  bimself  and  hi*  friends,  or  to 
those  who  strenuously  have  opposed,  and  who  do 
still  oppose,  these  bin  enterprise*;  to  those  who 
struggle  to  preserve  the  division  of  power  and  the 
balanceof  iheCoQsiitniion,ortotltosewhoexert  all 
their  might  to  destroy  them  both,  and  reduce  the 
Government  to  a  single  representative  democracy, 
on  which  that  oligarchy,  sa  earnestly  panted  afterby 
self-named  friends  at  the  people  and  exclusive  pa- 
triots, is  so  speedily  and  so  certainly  engrafted. 

It  is  bysuch  a  stale  of  things  that  menofim- 
moderate  ambition,  great  family  connexions,  he- 
reditary wealth,  and  extensive  influence,  like  the 
fentleman  fromNew  York,  will  exclusively  profit. 
t  is  such  a  stale  of  things  that  will  enable  them  to 
conglomerate  all  power,  all  splendor,  all  patronage, 
into  the  hands  of  a  few  Kreat  patrician  familieaj 
and  walk  over  the  heads  ofus  pleoeian  people,  who, 
having  none  of  these  means  ot  domination,  and  no 
.  saf^uard  for  otB-  rights  but  the  Constitution,  atriTe 
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«U  in  our  power  to  maiotaia  it^agaiasi  the  attacks 
of  these  great  men.  Wbo  could  gain  more  by 
this  change  thati  the  geDilemao  ham,  New  York? 
Who  boasts  B  higher  descent, more  powerful  family 
eoDDezioDs,  more  eitensive  hereditary  wealth,  Ihaa 
him?  As  for  me,  if  1  may  be  permitted  to  briog 
mynelf  into  riew,  for  me.  who  possess  DODe  of  these 
■dvaDtages,  who  am  the  son  of  a  cabiDeMooker, 
Vkd  have  always  bpen  forced  to-eat  my  bread  in  the 
sweat  of  my  brows,  I  hare  Dothing  to  hope  except 
from  the  Constiiuiiou.  Upon  it  rest  all  my  ex- 
pectations of  fortune,  preferment,  and  importance. 
It  is  therefore  as  natural  for  me  to  struggle  for  its 
•appoTt,  as  for  the  ^entlemao  from  New  York  to 
aim  at  its  deilruciion,  which  would  be  the  first 
step  towards  his  own  gieatuess;  and  perhaps  this 
may  be  one  chief  reason  why  I  feet  so  much  jea- 
lousy of  his  views,  watch  them  with  so  much  care, 
Uid  oppose  them  so  zealousijr.  It  may  also  be  a 
chief  reason  why  I  feel  anxious  for  the  fate  of 
this  bill;  which  I  consider  as  an  important  mean 
of  preserring  the  Constitution,  and  thereby  coun- 
teracting those  projects  whose  success  I  ao  muc  b 

The  bill  was  then  passed — yeas  44,  nays  41,  as 
follows : 

Tau-^ohn  Allen,  Qeoif  Basr.jr.,  Bslley  Butlett, 
James  A.  Bayard,  Darid  Brook*,  Chiutopher  G.  Champ- 
Bd,  John  Chapman,  Jams*  Coelinn,  Joahaa  Coit,  Bam- 
nel  W.  Duia,  Willicni  Edm and,  Thomas  Erana,AtMl 
Foster,  Dwight  Foster,  Jonatluui  FiMlDan,  Henry 
Olen,  Chaunccj  Goodrich,  William  Gordon,  Boger 
Orimold,  Williua  Ban?  Groie,  Robert  Goodloe  Har- 
per, Thomaa  Huilej,  William  Hiudman,  Heifkiah  L. 
Eosmer,  James  H.  unUy,  John  Wilkes  Kittera,  Samuel 
Lyman,  Harrison  G.  Otis,  Isaac  Parker,  John  Reed, 
John  RoUedge,  jr.,  James  Schureman,  Samun]  Sewall, 
William  Shepard,  Thomss  Sinnickson,  Samuel.  8it- 
neaves,  Nadianiel  Smith,  Feleg  Sprsgue,  George 
Thatcher,  Richard  Thomas,  Mark  Thomson,  Thomas 
TiUinghait,  John  E.  Van  Alen,  and  Peleg  Wadsworth. 

Nils — Abraham  Baldwin,  David  Bard,  Lemuel 
Bmtbn,  Thomas  Blonnt,  Richard  Brent,  Stephen  Bul- 
la^ Demsej  Barges,  Thomas  Claibome,  WilHun 
ChailM  Cole  Claibixne,  John  Gh^ton,  John  Dawson, 
0««g«  Dent,  ititm  F«wler,  Albnt  Oallalin,  Jams*  G^ 
leapie,  Andrew  Qr^g,  John  A.  Haana,  Carter  B.  Hbi<- 
liaon,  JtmaUian  li.  Havoia,  Joseph  Header,  David 
Holmes,  Walla  Jones,  Edward  Livingaton,  Matthew 
Lock«,  Matthew  Lyon,  Nathaniel  Maoon,  WilUam 
Mattbawa,  Blair  McGlenachan,  Joseph  McDowell,  An- 
thony New,  John  Nicholas,  Samuel  Smith,  William 
Smith,  Richard  Sprigg,  jr.,  Richard  Stanford,  Thomas 
Snmter,  John  Trigg,  Philip  Van  Coitlandt,  Joseph  B. 
Tamum,  Abraham  Venalile,  and  Robert  Williams. 

Mr.  Harper,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
■  Means,  reported  a  bill  making  an  appropriation 
for  the  expenses  of  the  severed  loan  office*  of  the 
United  Slates,  during  the  year  1798;  which  was 
tead  twice,  ana  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  House  for  to-morrow. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to 
the  bill,  entitled  'An  act  to  lay  and  collect  a  di- 
lect  (ax  within  the  United  States,"  were  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Houbc 
that  they  had  passed  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  to 


enable  the  President  of  the  United  Stales  to  bor- 
row money  for  the  public  service,"  with  sevetal 
amendments;  to  which  they  desire  the  concnr- 
rence  oi'  ibis  House. 

Stmdved,  That  a  committee  be  appuiatt>d  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  vestmg  in  the 
Judges  of  the  Courts  of  the  Doited  Slates,  and  of 
the  several  States,  authority  to  bind  to  the  peace 
and  good  behaviour,  for  offences  agaiitst  the  Uni- 
ted States,  with  power  to  report  by  bill  or  other- 
wise. 

Ordered  That  Mr.  Sitobbaves,  Mr.  LiviKO- 
SToM,  and  Mr.  Qooobicb,  be  a  commitiee,  pana- 
ant  to  the  said  resolution. 

WEDsxaDAT,  July  11. 
DfilEGT  TAX. 

Oq  motion,  the  House  went  into  a  Cominittw 
of  the  Whole  on  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  to 
the  bill  for  laying  and  collecting  a  direct  tax. 

The  first  of  these  amendmeats  (and  the  moM 
important)  proposed  to  strike  out  the  elusificuioK 
of  Qouses  as  contained  in  the  bill,  which,  it  will  be 
recollected,  progreasad  from  two-tenth*  of  one  yet 
cent,  to  one  per  cent.,  according  to  the  ralue  of 
houses,  inereaung  the  rate  as  the  valDe  of  hooaes  in- 
creased, not  in  an  exact,  but  in  a  greater  proportrOD, 
from  a  consideration  that  large  and  TaluaUe  houaei 
are  generally  representative  of  other  property;  and 
to  insert  in  its  place  four-tenths  per  cent,  upon  all 
houses. 

Mr.  OALtATrii  hoped  this  amendment  would 
not  be  adopted.  If  this  principle  of  equality,  which 
the  Senate  wish  to  introduce,  had  been  extended 
to  land  also,  he  should  have  been  in  favor  of  it 
It  is  a  principle  which  he  had  always  been  in  favor 
of.  But  what,  he  asked,  would  be  the  effect  of  the 
proposed  amendmenf?  It  would  be  to  reduce  the 
dutj  00  all  bouses  above  the  value  of  (3,000,  and 
to  increase  it  on  alt  houses  under  the  value  of 
tl,000;  those  from  the  value  of  81,000  to  t3,O00 
woald  remain  the  same  as  at  present.  Of  couiae. 
as  he  supposed,  the  number  (d'houaes  in  the  Unitea 
States,  above  the  value  of  (3,000,  was  greater  Aan 
that  under  the  value  of  $1,000,  the  anregats  dnty 
on  bouses  would  be  lessened,  and  the  acgregate 
duty  on  land  increased.  It  would  also  Eeighrea 
the  duty  upon  large  houses,  and  increase  it  upon 
small  houses;  and  as  the  houses  of  farmers  ar«,  99 
out  of  100,  of  a  less  value  than  (1,000,  this  amend- 
ment, if  agreed  to,  would  not  only  increase  the 


the  Senate  would  have  the  effect  which  the  gea- 
tleman  from  Pennsylvania  spoke  of.  He  believed 
it  would  produce  more  money  than  the  plan  agreed 
to  by  this  House,  and,  of  course,  reduce  the  lax  on 
lantL  Nor  does  it  hold  out  the  same  temptBti<« 
to  assessors  in  cities  to  make  a  lower  than  the  real 
valuation  of  houses  there,  to  prevent  the  tax  tton 
falling  too  heavy  on  cities. 

The  question  on  this  amendment  was  pot  aad 
negatived,  there  being  only  17  votes  for  it. 

The  other  amendmenis  were  considered  and 
decided  upon. 
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BUNDEY  BILLS. 

Mr.  W.  C1.AIBOBNB,  from  itke  HMnagera  of  a 
ooafeience  with  the  Senate  on  the  subject  of  the 
bill  allerins  the  time  of  entering  Ktilli,  made  a  re- 
port,  whiefi  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  message  was  receiTed  from  the  Senate,  in- 
forming the  House  that  the^  insist  upon  their 
vnenilment  to  the  bill  auiborizing  the  President 
of  the  United  Slates  to  borrow  money,  which  went 
to  strike  ont  the  provision  allowing  the  United 
States  CO  redeem  the  sum  borrowed  witbin  fifteen 
years.  The  House  insisted  upon  their  disagree- 
ment, and  a  committee  of  confaeuce  was  ap* 
pointed. 

The  bill  further  to  sospend  for  a  limited  time 
the  act  laying  a  duty  on  snuff,  was  read  the  third 
time  and  p«wed. 

A  bill  from  the  Senate  to  encourage  the  captur* 
of  armed  French  veasels  by  private  armed  vesutsof 
the  United  States,  was  twice  read  ;  when 

Hr.  Hakbison  moTed  to  postpone  the  cMuidera- 
tion  of  tbia  bill  until  the  first  Monday  in  No- 
▼ember. 

The  question  was  put  and  negatired  38  to  31, 
■od  it  was  committed. 

The  House  then  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  upm  the  bill  rclatiTe  to  the  Judicial  Courts, 
sod  rose  without  debate,  or  agreeing  to  any  amend- 
ment. It  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  this 
day,  and  afterwards  receired  its  third  reading. 

Mr.  Habpir  called  for  the  order  of  the  day  on 
the  report  of  a  coounittM  on  the  subject  of  balances 
dtie  from  certain  States. 

Mr.  Allen  moved  to  postpone  the  further  con- 
sideration of  this  subject  until  next  sesstonj  which 
was  negatived,  there  being  only  30  votes  for  it. 

The  House  went  into  a  committee  on  this  re- 

ert,  when  it  was  agreed  to,  and  a  bill  ordoed  to 
brought  in  accordingly.  Mr.  HakpeKj  In  the 
course  of  the  sitting,  reported  a  bill,  which  was 
committed. 

The  House  went  into  a  Committee  <rf  the  Whole 
on  the  bill  to  alter  the  time  of  the  next  meeting  of 
Congress;  when 

Mr.  Harpbb  moved  to  strike  out  November 
(the  first  Monday  in  November  being  fixed  by  the 
SeiMte  in  this  bill  fot  the  next  meeting  of  Con- 
gress) for  the  purpose  of  inserting  October.  He 
should  have  wished  to  have  had  it  the  first  Mon- 
day in  September,  if  itvrould  hare  afibrded  mem- 
bers time  to  have  gone,  home  and  to  have  returned. 

After  several  ooseivations,  made  upon  this  mo- 
lion,  Mr.  BAYARn  moved  for  the  committee  to 
rise,  with  a  view  of  refusing  leave  10  sit  again, 
that  the  next  meeting  of  Congress  mi^ht  stand 
for  the  CoDstiCuIional  day.  If  the  Piesident  saw 
a  necessity  for  their  meeting  sooner.  Mr.  B.  said, 
he  would  call  them  together  as  he  had  before  done. 

This  motion  was  carried,  there  being  44  votes 
for  it;  and  leave  was  refused  to  sit  again,  there 
being  only  21  Totes  for  it. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Habper,  the  House  went  into 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  further  to 
extend  the  suspension  of  the  duties  on  sauff.  The 
bill  was  gone  through,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a 
third  time  to-monow. 


Mr.  HABfBB  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  sitting  a  forchei 
appropriation  of  (16,720  10  be  necessary  for  the 
Naval  DepaTtment,andothercontingeiieies;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  ofWays  and  Means. 

LOANS  OF  HONEY. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  were  taken  up 
to  the  bill  authorizing  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  borrow  money  for  the  public  service. 
The  principal  of  those  amendments  were  10  strika 
out  the  provision  which  eave  the  President  tbe 
power  01  borrowing  all  sncu  sums  of  money  as  he 
shall  think  necessary,  and  to  insert  five  milliont  of 
dollars;  and  to  strike  out  the  provision  which  was 
agreed  to  on  the  discussion  of  the  bill  in  this  House 
to  afford  BQ  opportunity  of  redeeming  the  debt 
within  fifteen  years. 

The  first  amendment  being  under  cmuideration, 
Mr.  Harpeb  hoped  it  would  not  be  agreed  to; 
but  if  it  was.  he  wished  the  sum  to  be  augmented 
to  seven  millions,  as  no  provision  had  been  nude 
for  anticipating  the  two  millions  to  be  raised  from 
the  land  tax. 

Mr.  McDowell  hoped  this  amendment  would 
be  agreed  to.  He  did  oot  think  the  half  of  five 
tniUions  could  be  expended  before  the  next  session, 
and  he  thought  the  limitation  proper. 

Mr.  8.  Smith  said  it  was  very  immitetial  whe- 
ther the  sum  to  be  borrowed  was  limited  to  five  or 
seven  millions;  he  thought  the  smalleat  sum  would 
be  far  more  than  would  be  wanted  before  the  House 
met  again.  A  timilaton  of  some  kind,  he  said, 
was  essential.  The  indefinite  manner  in  which  the 
bill  passed  this  House  was  one  of  the  mosteiiraor- 
dinary  things  he  had  ever  witnessed. 

Mr.  Nicbolas  thought  it  an  extraordinary  thing 
to  speak  of  including  any  anticipation  of  a  tax  in  a 
loan  which  was  lo  be  irredeemable  for  twenty- 
five  years.  If  any  such  anticipation  was  necessary, 
it  ought  to  be  in  a  •eparate  bUl. 

The  question  on  Mr.  Habpbb'b  amendment  wai 
negatived,  without  a  division,  and  the  amendment 
of  the  Senate  was  agreed  to,  there  being  44  vote* 
for  it. 

The  second  amendment  of  the  Senate  came  next 
under  consideration,  which  was  to  strike  ont  a  jvo* 
vision  in  the  bill,  that  no  engagement  or  coninel 
shall  be  entered  into  which  sttonld  prevent  the 
United  States  from  redeeming  any  part  of  the  sttm 
borrowed,  within  fifteen  years. 

This  amendmeai  was  negatived,  there  being 
only  19  votes  for  iL 

Tbdrhoay,  July  12. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Dbmt,  the  Honse  went  into 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  establishing 
the  office  of  Accountant  of  the  Navy  Department, 
and  to  alter  and  amend  th^  act  establishing  the 
office  of  Purveyor  of  Public  Supplies;  which,  after 
undergoing  sundry  amendmeDts,  was  agreed  to. 
Before  tbe  House  rose  it  was  passed,  with  the  title 
of  it  altered  to  "an  act  to  alter  and  amend  the 
several  acts  for  establishing  and  regulating  the 
Treasury,  ^ar,  and  Naval  Departments. 
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Mr.  Sewai.l,  from  the  Committee  of  Commerce 
Uld  the  Defente  of  the  Country,  reported  a  bill 
making  certain  appropr)a.lioas,aiiil  authorizing  the 
PTeaidem  of  the  Uaited  States  to  obtain  a  loan  in 
,  aDtictpa.iion  of  the  direct  tax,  which  wu  com- 
'  mitted  for  to-tnorrow. 

The  House  went  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the   bill  making  appropiiations  for  the  addi- 


■eetioDs  were  added  to  the  bill,  tiz;  for 

An  appropriatioD  for, the  expenses  of 
ihe  Navy  Department,  from  June 
IS  to  December  31,  1798       -       -     t6^U  72 

Do.  for  additional  contingent  ex- 
penses of  the  Hottse  of  Represent*- 
tires -       4,000  00 

Do.    for    do.  of  the  Senate      -       •       1,000  00 


Ktvisor  of   the  district  of   New 
impshire,  and  which  bills 


protested  for  non-payment 


116,780  78 


Mr.  W-  CuitBOBNB  called  up  for  consideration 
Ihe  report  of  the  managers  of  a  conference  with 
the  Senate  oa  the  raryins  rates  of  the  two  Hoases 
on  the  bill  for  altering  the  time  of  making  entry 
on  stills. 

Mr.  GALiUtTiN  moved  to  disagree  to  the  report, 
and  to  adhere  to  the  disagreement  of  this  House 
to  the  amendment  of  the  Senate,  which  proposed 
that  the  drawback  on  the  exportation  of  distilled 
spirits  should  be  reduced  from  seren  cents  to  four, 
from  an  idea  that,  bv  the  daty  being  paid  upoii 
the  capacity  of  the  still,  it  is  reduced  in  many  cases 
to  four  cents,  or  less.  This  motion  was  carried; 
and,  before  the  House  rose,  the  Senate  informed 
the  House  they  had  postponed  the  bill  till  next 
session. 

Mr.  8.  Shitb  laid  a  resolution  upon  the  table 
for  the  appointment  of  a  committee  to  inquire 
whether  an^  and  what  alterations  are  necessary 
in  the  act  (or  laying  a  duly  on  stamped  Tellnm, 
parcbmeat,  and  paper.  His  object  was  to  rectify 
what  he  apprehended  was  a  mistake,  as  it  neTer 
conld  hare  Men  the  intention  of  Congress  to  have 
burdened  foreign  bills  of  exchange  with  three 
times  the  amount  of  duty  which  was  laid  upon 
other  notes  and  bills,  which  arose  from  persons 
who  have  bills  of  this  kind  having,  at  least,  three 
in  a  set,  riz:  two'lo  send  by  different  vessels, 
and  one  to  keep  here.  Bills  of  lading,  he  said. 
were  in  the  same  situation,  as  it  was  always  founo 
necessary  to  take  three  or  four  copies  of  every  bill 
of  lading,  and  it  could  never  have  been  intended 
to  tax  each  with  a  duty  of  twenty-five  cents. 

After  some  objections  from  Messrs.  Harper 
and  KiTTERA,  the  resolution  was  agreed  Co — 38  to 
33,and  a  bill  ordered  to  be  brought  in  accordingly. 

Mr.  SiTCBBAVEa  proposed  a  resolotion  to  the 
HoUK,  anihorizing  the  Clerk  of  thg  House  of 


Representatives  to  employ  a  third  engrossing  Clerk 
during  the  recess  of  Congress,  which  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  to  alter  and  amend  the  several  acts  for 
establishing  and  regulating  the  Treasury,  War,  and 
Navy  Departments;  and  the  bill  making  certain 
additional  approprtalions  for  the  year  1798,  woe 
read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

TheHoDse  went  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  Ihe  bill  respecting  balances  due  from  certain 
States  to  the  United  States;  and,  after  some  dis- 
cussion, and  the  introduction  of  several  amend- 
.ments.  the  bill  was  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  be 
read  tne  third  time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  reported  a  bill  to  amend  the 
Stamp  Act,  which  was  committed  for  to-murrow. 

Mr.  Sewaix,  from  the  committee  to  whom  waa 
referred  tbe  memorial  of  sundry  merchants  of 
Philadelphia,  complaining  of  the  operation  of  the 
law  suspending  the  commerical  intercoiuse  with 
France,  on  account  of  its  requiring  two  sureties  to 
the  amount  of  the  value  of  one  half  of  the  vessels 
and  cargo,  before  any  vessel  was  allowed  to  clear, 
for  the  proper  eimtloyment  of  the  said  vessel,  re- 
ported a  bill  to  aflord  relief  to  the  pettlionera,  en- 
titled an  act  EUpplementaty  and  in  addition  to  the 
act  for  suspending  the  commerical  intercourse  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Fiance  and  her  de- 
pendencies. This  bill  proposed  to  admit  of  tbe 
bond  of  the  master  and  owner  (with  the  itddition 
of  an  oath)  without  any  surety.  It  was  commit- 
ted for  to-morrow. 

Mr.  RuTLEDOE  called  for  the  order  of  the  day  on 
the  bill  from  the  Senate  for  eacouiagiog  tbe  cap- 
ture of  French  armed  vessels,  by  private  armed 
veMels  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Maoon  moved  to  postpone  theconsida:«tioB 
of  this  bill  till  next  session.  The  motion  waa  ne- 
gatived—37  to  32. 

Friuav,'  July  13. 

Mr.  KiTTERA  laid  a  resolution  on  the  table  for 
the  appointment  of  a  committee  to  bring  in  a  bill 
to  alter  the  lime  of  making  entry  of  stills,  which 
was  agreed  to,  a  committee  appointed,  and  a  bill 
brought  in  accordingly,  fixing  the  time  of  entrance 
from  tbe  first  of  July  to  the  last  day  of  August. 
It  was  agreed  to,  and,  in  the  course  of  the  sitting, 
passed. 

BALANCES  DUE  FROH  STATES. 

The  bill  respecting  balances  due  fmn  certain 
States,  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed — yeas 
45,  nays  26,  as  follows: 

Tu>— Darid  Bard,  JsmesA.  Bsysnl,  IkvtdBraaks^ 
Demsej  Burgo,  John  Cbapmsn,  Thomsa  Clubatn<v 
William  C.  C.  Claiborne,  Jebn  Clopton,  James  Codi- 
ran,  Williim  Crsik,  John  Dawson,  George  Deot,  licK. 
Evans,  Albert  (Jallslin,  Henry  Qlen,  William  Bsny 
Chrovo,  Robert  (3oodloe  Rarpei,  Cartn  B.  Ranuol^ 
'Hiomaa  Hartlsy,  Jonithsa  N.  Havent,  Joarah  Heialsr, 
William  Hindman,  David  Holmes,  Enakish  L.  Hoa- 
mer,  Waher  Jones,  Ji^n  Wilkes  Kitlers,  Bdwaid  liv- 
ingston,  HaUhew  LyiMi,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Willie 
Matthews,  Blair  McGlcoadian,  Antbcsiy  Now,  John 
Kiidiolsa,  Isnk  Puker,  John  Rntlodga,  jr.,  Sannd 
Smith,    WitliBm    Smith,    RidHud .  SlatifM^   Hmom 
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Natb— John  Allen,  AbnUuuu  Bmldwin,  Bails;  Bart- 
lett,  Tbomu  Blount,  atephen  Bullock,  Chiiatopher  O . 
CtumpliD,  Joabua  Coit,  Williun  Edmond,  Atael  Ftwter, 
Dwi^  FoMir,  Jsmet  Gjj|eq)ia,  Ctwojicey  Goodrich, 
Willuun  Ondra,  Rogei  Griinrqld,  Mallluw  Locke, 
Sugnsl  Ljman.  Jon^  McDowdJ.  Htmaon  G.  Otii, 
John  Rnd,  James  SdmranMn,  SamiMl  Bewail,  Thomaa 
fliDiiickaoi),  NatkiiM  Sniilb,  P«teg  fragile,  George 
TIiatdMr,  M«A  Tfaoowcm,  Thomaa  lllliogliaM,  and 
AlnhuQ  TwtaUe. 

Mr.  8.  ShiI-h  called  forthe  order  of  the  day  on 
the  bill  proposing  certain  alterationaia  the  Sump 
Act  i  irnen 

Mr.  D.  Foster  moved  to  postpone  th«  con' 
«ideration  o(  this  bill  till  next  aesaion.  The  mo- 
tion wM  negntived,  21  Totei  only  being  in  faror 
of  il. 

The  bill  was  then  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  re- 
ceive its  third  reading  to  da]r,vrhich  it  did,  and 

Mr.  Sewall  reported  a  bill  making  certain  ap- 
iffopriRlions  for  the  fear  179B,  and  authorizing  the 
President  to  obinin  a  loan  of  two  miUions,  in  anti- 
cipation of  the  direct  tax.  One  of  the  additional 
appropriations  was  for  the  bouniv,  pay,  dtc.,  for 
the  angmeniBtioD  lately  made  in  the  army,  ^900,- 
000;  the  other  an  additional  $75,000  for  fortifica- 
tions. The  HouK  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  upon  it — when 

it  was  objected  against  this  last  appropriation 
that  no  part  of  the  large  snm  alraady  anpiopriaied 
foi  ibis  object  bad  been  expended ;  and,  until  that 
■wv  the  case,  there  could  be  no  want  of  additional 
money. 

In  reply,  it  was  aDswered,  that  plans  had  been 
lireparing  for  the  business,  and  that  when  it.  was 
once  begun  the  whole  money  would  be  neceasary, 
in  order  that  the  Secretary  of  War  might  Gx  his 
plans  accordingly. 

Mr.  S.  Shitb  moved  to  strike  out  that  part  of 
the  bill  which  related  to  fortifications,  as,  in  his 
opinion,  unnecessary  at  present. 

The  motion  was  negatived— 39  to  25. 

Mr.  Se WALL  wished  to  add  another  item,  which 
he  had  been  informed  by  the  Secretary  of  State 
was  necessary.  It  was  to  supply  a  ddiciency  in 
the  Bp]»^rialion  for  carrymg  into  effect  the 
Spanish  Treaty,  for  which  purpose  $25,000  would 
be  necessary.    Agreed  to. 

The  committee  rose,  and  the  bill  was  ordered 
to  be  resd  a  third  time  to-day  ;-  which  it  accord- 
tDglv  received,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  informed  the  House  that  they  re- 
ceded from  their  amendment  to  the  bill  author- 
izing the  President  to  borrow  money. 

CAPTURE  OF  FRENCH  ARMED  VESSELS. 
The  House  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  bill  for  encouraging  the  capture  of 
French  armed  vessels  by  armed  vessels  belonging 
to  citizens  of  the  United  State'sj  which  was 
aigreed  to  without  debate  or  amendment  and  or- 
5th  Con. — 69 


dered  to  be  read  a  third  time  to-day.     It  was  ac- 
cordingly iramediatply  read  a  third  time ;  when 

Mr.  McDowell  said,  he  hoped  this  bill  would 
not  pass.  Congress  had  already  passed  laws  au- 
thonzing  public  and  private  armed  vessels  to  at- 
tack and  take  French  vessels;  but  they  are  now 
called  upon  to  give  a  bounty  upon  the  guns  that 
are  hroiight  in,  according  to  their  size.  He  waa 
not  willing  to  allow  Ibis.  It  would  open  a  door 
to  innumerable  frauds.  Plans  would  be  laid  be- 
tween the  owners  of  privateers  here  and  their 
friends  in  the  West  Indies,  and  vesseb  and  arms 
would  be  thrown  in  their  way  for  the  purpose  of 
capture,  and  in  this  manner  our  Treasury  would 
be  drained  to  an  extent  which  no  man  could  at 
present  foresee.  He  could  see  no  use  in  the  pro- 
vision, a!  it  would  not  induce  merchant  vessel  to 
go  in  search  of  French  vessels;  and,  without 
some  nnfair  play,  it  would  never  be  worth  the 
while  of  persons  fitting  out  privateen  for  ihepur- 
pose.  He  called  the  yeas  and  nays  upon  it  They 
were  taken  accordingly,  and  were,  yeas  34,  nays 
36.  as  follows: 

Yrti— John  AQen,  Bailey  Bartlett,  Jama  A.  Bay- 
ard, David  Brooke,  Uhiialopher  O.  Uhamplin,  Joshua 
C«t,  William  Craik,  Samoel  W.  Daiw,  William  Ed> 
moni),  Abiel  FosUr,  Dwight  Foster,  HmhtGIbd,  Chann- 
otj  Goodrich,  William  Gordon,  Roser  Oiiawald,  Ro- 
bert Goodloe  Harper,  Thomaa  Hartley,  William  Hind- 
man,  HeiAi^  L.  Hosmer,  Jaa.  H.  Inilay,  J<^  Wilke* 
Kitten,  Samuel  Lyman,  Hairiion  O.  Olu,  laaac  PaikM, 
l<im  Reed,  John  Rutledge^  jr.,  Jamea  Schtneman,  Sam 
nd  Bewail,  Thomaa  Siunickaon,  Bemnel  Bitgreave^ 
Nathaniel  Smith,  George  Thatcher,  MirirThonMoo,  and 
John  E.  Tan  Alen. 

Nati — David  Bard,  Thomaa  Blount,  Richard  Brent, 
Deoisey  Bojgta,  Thomas  Olaibonie,  William  Charlea 
Cola  Claiborne,  John  Cl<^>ton,  John  Dawson,  Osage 
Dent,  Albert  Gallatin,  Jamea  CKUe^,  William  Banr 
Grove,  Car1«r  B ,  Harriaan,  Jotutfaan  N.  Haveni^  JsemA 
Heister,  David  Holmes,  Walter  Jonea,  Edward  Liv- 
ingston, Matthew  Locke,  Matthew  Lyon,  Nathaniel  Ma- 
oan,  Bbdr  McCIanschan,  Joaejdi  McDowell,  Anthony 
New,  John  Nkholaa,  Samuel  8miA,  William  Snitl^ 
Ridurd  Sprigg.  jr.,  Ridwrd  Stanford,  Thonun  Snmter, 
Tbrnnaa  Tilhnghaat,  lata  Trig^  Philip  Van  Cortland^ 
Joa^  B.  Varanm,  Abraham  Veo^rie,  and  Robert 
Williama. 

And  so  the  said  bill 'was  rejected. 

INTERCOURSE  WITH  FRANCE. 

The  House  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  bill  supplementary  to  and  in  addi- 
tion to  the  act  for  sitspending  the  commercial  in- 
tercourse between  the  United  States  and  France, 
and  the  dependencies  thereof;  when 

Mr.  HjLkpeb  moved  to  strike  out  the  first  sec- 
lion  of  the  bill,  because  he  thought  if  this  bill 
passed  it  would  defeat  the  former  bill.  Nay,  it 
would  worse  than  defeat  it — it  would  give  a  mo- 
nopoly of  our  commerce  to  unfair  traders,  and 
take  it  from  the  fair  and  honest  merchant ;  for, 
unless  sureties  were  required  for  the  proper  em- 
ployment of  vessels,  notning  would  be  more  easy 
than  to  defeat  the  original  law.  It  would  onlv  be 
making  a  man  of  straw  owner  of  a  vessel,  and  let 
the  master  and  bim  be  bound  for  her  proper  wn- 
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ployment.  The  vessel  goes  oui,  and  carries  on  a 
trade  coalrary  lo  law,  bai  the  persons  bound  toe 
not  Trorth  anyihing,aDd  probably  will  not  beseen 
again.  Congress  had  belter,  therefore,  repeal  the 
Uw  altogether  than  paas  a  bill  like  this,  which 
wonld  only  tend  to  encourage  perjury  and  Tillany. 
<  And  what,  he  asked,  are  the  iacouTeniences  com- 
plained of  under  the  law  as  it  now  stands?  That 
there  wilt  be  a  difficulty  in  obtaiDiiig  sureties  for 
so  large  an  amount,  when  the  forfeiture  depends 
upon  the  master  of  a  vessel ;  but  nothing  was 
more  common,  he  said,  than  for  merchants  to  be 
bound  with  ^ch  other.  Besides,  when  a  vessel 
is  owned  by  a  substantial  merchant,  he.supposed 
the  Collector  would  not  be  very  nice  as  to  the 
aureiiea. 

Mr.  BATAHn  differed  in  opinion  from  the  gen- 
tlemao  from  South  Carolina.  He  did  not  think 
this  bill  would  be  liable  to  the  abuse  he  had  men- 
tioned; and  he  believed,  if  it  did  not  pass,  the 
merchants  of  moderate  and  small  property  must 
give  up  their  business,  since  they  would  not  be 
able  to  procure  the  required  security. 

The  question  on  tiriking  out  the  first  section 
was  put  and  negatived — 33  to  31. 

The  commitlee  rose,  and  the  question  being 
upon  the  bill's  going  to  a  third  reading, 

Mr.  Hahper  opposed  it,  and  called  tlie  yeas  and 
nays  upon  it.  He  said  there  was  another  mode  of 
evading  the  law,  which  was  simple — that,  if  this 
bill  [Kissed,  he  would  venture  to  say  it  would  be 
pnetised  in  a  fortnight.  A  man  who  wishes  to 
carry  on  this  trade,  and  who  is  not  very  scrupu- 
loos  about  an  oath,  provides  himself  with  a  vessel 
of  small  value;  he  finds  out  a  market  where  be 
can  get  a  large  price  for  goods;  he  obtains  credit 
of  some  merchant,  who  will  give  it  to  him;  he 
and  the  master  of  his  vessel  become  bound ;  the 
vessel  sails,  and  the  owner  goes  supercargo.  They 
go  to  one  of  the  French  islands,  and  sell  iheur 
cargo  so  high,  that,  if  they  were  lo  burn  their  ves- 
sel, they  would  have  made  a  great  voyage;  but 
they  can  sell  their  vessel— they  can  remit  the  pur- 
chase money  for  tbe  cargo,  and  they  can  carry  on 
the  same  game  from  other  parts,  and  in  this  way 
soon  make  fortUDea. 

Af^er  a  few  other  observations,  the  yeas  and 
nays  were  taken.  They  w6re,  yeas  29,  nays  43, 
as  follows : 

TsAi-^alm  Allen,  Bailey  Baitlett,  James  A.  Bayard, 
David  Brooka,  Cbriitopher  G.  Cbamplin,  Joshua  Coit, 
Samual  W.  Dana,  WiUiua  Edmand,  Thomu  Evans, 
Abial  Foelar,  Dwight  Foster,  Henry  Glan,  Chaoncej 
Goodrich,  Willisjn  Gordon,  Roger  Grinvotd,  Thomas 
Baitley,  William  Hindmon,  Hezekiah  L.  Hoimer,  Jaa. 
H.  Imlay,  Samuel  Lvman,  Willisni  Mattbeira,  Blair 
HcClenschan,  Inac  Pu^er,  John  Rutledpi,  jr.,  Samuol 
Sewall,  Samud  Bitgisaves,  Nathaniel  Smith,  Oearra 
Thatcher,  and  Haik  Thomson. 

NAii~George  Baor,  jr.,  Thomas  Blaunt,  Stephen 
Bullock,  Demsey  Barges,  Thomas  Claiborne,  Wilham 
C.  C.  Claibome.  Jobn  Cloplon,  William  Craik,  John 
Dawson,  George  Dent,  John  Fowler,  Albert  Gallatin, 
James  Gilletpie,  William  Bany  Grave,  Robert  Goodloe 
Harper,  Caiter  B.  Harriw>n,  Jonathan  N.  Havens,  David 
Botanas,  Walter  Jones,  John  WUkes  Kittera,  Edward 


Liviogslon,  Matlhsw  Locke,  Matthew  Lyon. 
Macon,  Joaeph  McDowell,  Anthony  New,  John  NidM- 
laa,  HaniMtn  G.  Oti^  Jamea  Schnreman,  Thomas  8ik- 
nickion,  Samuel  Bmitb,  William  Smith,  Richard  6*an- 
Ibid,  Thomas  Hnmter,  Richard  Thomas,  Thomaa  Till- 
inghart,  John  Trigg,  John  B.  Van  Alen,  Philip  Van 
Corttandt,  Joaeph  B.Vaninm,  Abraham  Venable,Pelec 
Wadsworth,  and  Robert  Williams. 

And  so  tbe  said  bill  was  rejected. 

Mr.  SiTQBEAvBa  said,  that  a  bill  which  be  con- 
siderod  of  great  importance  to  this  country  (tbe 
bill  for  encouraging  the  capture  of  French  armed 
vessels  by  vessels  belonging  to  citizens  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates)  bad  been  this  morning  lost,  owing  to 
the  non-attendance  of  a  number  of  members.  In 
ordinary  cases,  when  gentlemen  choose  to  pursue 
ihelT  own  business,  instead  of  attending  to  that  of 
the  public,  he  would  leave  them  to  account  with 
their  constituents,  without  particularly  noticing 
their  conduct ;  hut  upon  a  subject  of  national  im- 
portance like  this,  he  thought  all  fair  and  propel 
means  ought  to  be  taken  to  have  questions  deter- 
mined according  to  the  real  strength  of  opinion  in 
the  House.  Tbe  bill  had  been  lost  only  by  two 
voles,  and  two  members  were  absent  on  tbe  busi- 
ness of  the  House,  attending  the  Joint  Committee 
of  Enrolment,  who  are  allowed  to  sit  daring  the 
session  of  the  House;  they,  therefore,  are  not 
blameable.  But  there  were  thirteen  other  mem- 
bers, who  were  in  the  city,  absent  He  meant, 
therefore,  to  bring  forward  a  motion  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  committee  to  report  a  new  bill — 
which,  he  believed,  he  was  authorized  b^  the 
rules  of  the  House  to  do,  provided  it  varied  in 
ever  so  small  a  degree  from  the  bill  decided  upon. 
Mr.  S.  proposed  a  resolution  accordingly. 

This  motion  met  with  considerable  oppoaitios, 
from  some  members  even  who  were  in  faror  at 
the  bill,  as  setting  a  precedent  which  wonld  be 
found  very  inconvenient;  for,  it  was  said,  if  tbe 
House  were  once  (o  go  into  a  practice  of  this  kind, 
there  would  be  no  end  of  business.  Questions 
might  be  renewed,  day  after  day,  whenever  thn 
advocates  of  a  favorite  measure  tboURht  they  had 
a  chance  of  carrying  it  A  measure  naving  been, 
once  solemnlv  determined  by  yeas  and  nays,  in 
the  manner  triis  question  had  been  decided,  it  was 
declared  ought  not  again  to  be  revived. 

The  debate  continued  till  the  hour  of  adjoum- 
ment;  when,  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Qall.atin 
and  Mr.  Hahper.  Mr.  ^tohbavbb  consented  to  a 
call  of  the  Houso  being  made  to-morrow  momiog, 
at  half-past  ten  o'clocl^for  the  putposeof  deciding 
upon  his  motion. 


SaTDSnAY,  July  14. 

The  hour  having  arrived,  at  which  the  call  of 
the  House  was  to  be  made,  the  names  of  the  mem- 
bers were  called  over,  eighty-two  members  (in- 
cluding the  Speaker)  appeared  in  their  seal^ 
twenty-three  absent,  twenty  of  whom  have  leav^ 
one  sick,  and  two  for  whom  excuses  were  made^ 
and  received  by  the  House. 

A  resolution  was  received  from  the  Senate  prt^ 
posing  to  subscribe  for  4O0  copies  of  Foliral's 
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edition  of  the  Journals  oT  the  OM  Coogre 
TbeconsideratioB  of  it  wiaposipooed  till  the  ae 
seasioD. 

Bills  were  proposed,  agreed  te,  and  paued,  for 
allowing  extra  compema lions  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Senate,  the  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Represent- 
aiires,  the  EagroBajag  Clerks,  and  the  Doorkeep- 
en  of  both  HoDses. 

Mr.  LiTiNosTON  laid  a  reMlatioo  npon  the  taUe, 
proposing  that,  instead  of  the  laws  being  inserted 
tn  three  papers  in  the  Union  only,  the 
of  Sute  should  be  directed  t<  ' 


paper  in  eTery  State.    Ordered  t 
Mr.  Demt  moved  fortheappoin 
miltee  to  bring  in  a  new  bill  for  altering  the  n 


Ob  motion  of  Mr.  Nicroi.a8,  a  call  of  the 
Hoase  was  ordered  for  half  past  nine  on  Monday 
mivniDg. 

An  engrossed  bill,  making  certain  appropriations, 
and  to  authorize  the  President  to  obtain  a  loan  on 
the  credit  of  the  direct  tax,  was  read  a  third  time 
and  passed. 

CAPTURE  OF  FRENCH  TBSSELa 

Mr.  SiTOBEATEB,  called  op  for  decision  the  re- 
solution he  laid  on  the  table  yesterday,  viz: 

JlMMbo^  That  ■  committei 
and  biimg  in  ■  bill  Sx  giving 
French  aimed  ships  or  TeMdttbramedshipsoT  vswaU 
ownadby  aciliien  or  dtiMDi  olthe  Uiiil«d  States. 

The  question  on  the  resolution,  wat  then  pat 
and  negatired— yeas  40,  nays  41,  as  follow* : 

Tua-^ehn  ADen,  Oeorge  Baer,  Jqh.,  BaOey  Bart- 
lett,  JsnM  A.  Bayanl,  Daiid  BrMki,  Christopliei  G. 
Champlm,  Jobn  Chiqniiin,  WflliaM  Ciaik,  Samuel  W. 
I>ima,Jobii  Dennis  Williai 


Reed,  Jidin  Rutledge,  jnn.,  Jamca  Ekdranman,  Saia- 
nel  Bewail,  Thomsi  Sinnickaon,  Samuel  Sitgreaves, 
'Nalhjuuel  Smith,  Feleg  Sprague,  Oeorse  Thatcher, 
Rkhard  Thomas,  MsA  Thomson,  John  E.  Van  Alen, 
and  Peleg  Wailsworth, 

Nats — Abraham   Baldwin,  David   Bsid,    Thomas 


John  Cloplon,  Joshaa  C<nt,  John  Dawson,  George 
Dent,  John  Fowlei,  Albert  Gallatin.  James  Gilllespie, 
William  Barry  Grove,  RobeH  Ooodloa  Hsi|>er,  Carter 
B.  Harrison,  Jonathan  N.  Havens,  Joaeph  Heuter,  David 
Holmes,  Waltei  Jones,  Edward  Livingston,  Matthew 
Lo^  Matthew  Lron,  Nathaniel  Maoon,  Blair  McCbn- 
achan,  Joseph  McDowell,  AntbonT  New,  John  Nicho- 
iM,  BMnuel  Bmilh,  Williain  Smith,  Ridisrd  Sprigg,  Jan., 
Richard  BtanMd,  Thomas  Somtar,  Thomsa  Tillinghast, 
John  Trigg,  Fhil^  Van  Cartlandt,  JoMph  B.  Tanium, 
Abraham  VenBUe,ind  Robert  Williama.     ' 

And  so  the  motion  was  rejected. 

ADDITIONAL  NATAL  ARMAMENT. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  hill  mak- 


ing a  farther  appropriation  to  the  additional  MaTal 
Armament  were  taken  np.  The  principal  of  which 
was  a  prorision  for  three  new  vessels. 

Mr.  Gallatim  said,  if  the  House  wished  to  hare 
three  additional  vessels  provided,  to  the  t#entT- 
foar  already  anthoiized,  he  did  not  know  that  he 
should  make  any  partieular  objection  to  it ;  hot 
this  thing,  he  said,  appeared  in  a  very  extraOTd>- 
nary  shape.  It  must  be  i«colleeied  that  the  Houas 
had,  in  a  former  law,  appropriated  $050,000  for 
the  additional  Naval  Armament.  Since  that 
time,  Congress  have  paseed  a  law  authorizing  the 
Fretidenl  to  accept  of  certain  vesseU  which  mar 
be  built  by  citizens  of  the  United  Stale^  in  whicft 
it  is  said  that  six  of  the  vessels  to  be  huilt  shall 
be  above  32  gans  each,  and  of  course  these  9^60,- 
000  will  not  be  sufficient,  and  (800,000  more  aM 
by  this  bill  proposed  to  be  appropriated  for  build- 


loaned  to  Qovemment;  bat,  according 
amendment  of  the  Senate,  these  $600,000  were  to 
be  appropriated  for  building  three  new  resaela  not 
yet  authorized. 

There  was,  Mr.  Q.  said,  another  impropriety  in 
this  amendment.  It  authorized  an  ezpeoae,  under 
cover  of  an  BppropriBtioa,which  wasan  nnallDw- 
able  practice. 

Mr.  Sbwall  said,  if  the  gratleman  from  Pen»- 
sylvania  would  compare  the  first  section  and  the 
amendment  together,  he  would  find  that  his  rfr 
marks  would  not  apply. 

hIr.GALLATiNnid,ifhew«smist^eD,  beshauld 
be  glad  if  the  gen  tleinan  from  Haasachnsetls  would 
set  him  right;  but  if  he  eoald  nnderstftad  tha 
amendment,  it  was  what  he  bad  stated  it  to  be. 

Mr.  Sewall  said,  it  was  well  understood  that 
$600,000  were  barely  sufficient  to  finish  the  three 
frigates  fonnerlv  proposed  to  be  built,  and  the 
materials  for  which  are  partly  on  hand.  This 
appropriation,  he  said,  did  not  at  all  apply  to  the 
authority  given  to  the  President  of  the  United 
Slates  to  Duild  twelve,  and  to  accept  of  twelve 
other  vessels.  The  $960,000  were  appropriated 
to  6nish  twelve  of  those  vessels,  and  the  difference 
in  the  plan  related  only  to  theotber  twelve  wbiefa 
it  was  expected  would  be  built  by  subscription, 
and  tberefore  made  no  difference  in  the  appropri> 

Mr.  NicaoLAB  said,  if  the  three  vessels  were 
proper  to  be  built,  it  would  be  improper  to  have 
them  provided  for  in  this  way.  This  was  a  sim- 
ple appropriation  bill,  and  the  Senate  might  as 
well  have  introduced  any  other  new  expense  as 
the  one  they  had  introduced. 

Mr.  Habpeb  said,  he  was  extremely  desirous  of 
addiag  to  our  Naval  Armament  not  only  thre^ 
but  a  larger  number  of  vessels;  but  he  believed 
(he  mode  proposed  would  not  accomplbh  the  ob- 
ject. Twenty-four  vessels  are  already  authorized 
as  an  additional  armament;  twelve  of  which  are 
to  be  built  by  private  citizens,  in  exchange  for 
stock  of  the  United  States;  for  bnilding  the  other 
twelve,  $990  000  have  been  appropriated;  but,  as 
it  had  heen  determined  that  six  out  of  these  twen- 
ty-four vessek  should  be  more  than  32  guns  each, 
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it  was  found  Dutt  9950,000  would  not  be  sufScient, 
•nd  thia  bill  was  meant  to  provide  for  the  defi- 
ciency, including  (he  materuls  on  hand;  but  if 
the  $600,000  proposed  to  be  appropriated  for  that 
object  bf  this  bill  be  diverted  to  another,  it  ia  clear 


modified  the  bill,  so  as  to  have  left  an  appropria' 
tion  for  all  the  vesaeLs.  He  was  sure  that  $600,000 
would  not  be  more  thaa  was  wanted  for  the  tea- 
sels already  authorized,  especially  if  thejr  should 
be  built  of  large  force — pernap*  of  74  gnns — which 
the  President  would  be  authorized  iu  doing,  if  he 
•hould  think  proper. 

The  motion  was  put  and  negatived,  there  being 
only  nice  toibs  in  nvor  of  it.  The  Senate  after- 
wards receded  from  it. 


Monday,  July  16. 

The  call  of  the  Mouse  was  ptwtponed  from  time 
to  time  durioK  the  whole  sitting,  and  in  the  end 
dispensed  wiu. 

The  Senate  informed  the  House  thejr  had  post- 
poned the  bill  making  an  alteration  in  the  stamp 
act  till  next  session. 

Mr.  Lton  called  up  the  resolution  yesterday 
laid  upon  the  tableby  Mr.  Litihobton  respecting 
the  publication  of  tne  laws.  From  the  present 
imperfect  publication  of  the  laws,  the  people  i: 
the  remote  parts  of  the  Union,  he  said,  were  im 
perfectly  acquainted  with  them.  He  thought  it . 
duly  the  Govemraeni  owed  to  the  peofde  to  have 
the  laws  well  circulated,  since  no  man  is  allowed 
to  i^ead  an  ignorance  of  the  laws  when  be  of- 
fends them ;  and  be  ibonght  this  could  not  be  done 
by  inserting  them  in  less  than  in  one  paper  in 
every  State. 

On  the  Question  beiog  put,  Mr.  Lyon  only  ap- 
peared in  lavor  of  it. 

IMTBRCODRSE  WITH  FRAKCE. 

Another  bill  was  received  from  the  Senate  to 
'  ameod  the  act  for  suspending  the  commercial  m- 
tercourse  between  the  United  Slates  and  France 
and  her  dependencies. 

Mr.  NicBOUiS  moved  to  postpone  this  bill  till 

Mr.  HjiarEa  hoped  not.  This  bill,  he  said,  was 
very  difierent  from  the  one  which  had  been  ne^- 
lived.  That  proposed  to  dispense  with  sureties 
alttwether;  this  only  to  lower  the  amount  of  the 
bond.  Instead  of  the  owner  giving  security  in  a 
sum  equal  to  the  amount  of  vessel  and  cargo,  and 
finding  two  sureties  in  half  the  sum,  this  bill  pro- 
poses that  the  owner  and  master  shall  be  bound 
ID  a  sum  equal  to  the  amoout  of  the  value  of  the 
vessel,  and  a  surety  in  from  one  to  ten  thousand 
dollars.  To  exact  s  bond  equal  lo  the  amount  of 
the  vessel  and  cargo'in  every  case,  would  be  very 
ioconveoienL  They  are  sometimes  very  valua- 
ble.   There  is  now,  he  said,  a  vessel  in  this  port 


quiring  a  very  heavy  security  from  them.    It 


would  be  sufficient,  he  thought,  to  require  a  bond 
equal  to  the  profit  which.it  is  probable  would  be 
derived  from  any  voyase. 

Mr.  S.  Shith  said,  this  bill  was  certainly  veij' 
difierent  from  that  which  bad  been  rejected  by  thu 
House,  though  it  did  not  meet  with  his  approba- 
tion at  present.  It  was  capable,  however,  of 
amendment.  The  security  at  present  proposed 
was  not  worthy  of  the  ntn^e.  Had  he  a  ship 
ready  to  sail  sach  as  the  gentleman  last  up  bad 
named,  he  would  wilUnglv  forfeit  the  sum  raropoa- 
ed,  to  have  the  privilege  of  sending  her  lo  a  French 
market.  Thedifierencein  price  betweenaFreoch 
and  a  Hamburg  market  would  make  it  well  worth 
his  while  to  do  so.  In  many  cases,  such  a  vovage 
wonld  afiord  50  per  cent.  A  regulation  tometning 
like  the  present  could  only  secure  the  lair  trader ; 
but  the  surety  must  be  a  much  larger  sum  than 
S10,O0O. 
Mr.  Harfeb  said,  nothiiu  would  be  more  easy 
an  to  increase  the  sum,  iiit  should  be  found  loo 

The  question  on  a  postponement  was  put  and 
negatived — 41  to  22. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  upon  this  bill ;  when 

Mr.  Otis  moved  to  strike  out  (he  surety  of 
$10,000,  foi  the  purpose  of  iosertiog  20,000. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  moved  $30,000 ;  which  was  cai- 

Mr.  Harribon  moved  to  strike  out  91/K>0,  the 
lowest  sum,  and  insert  3,000. 

Mr.  Nicholas  thought  this  bill  ves(ed  a  very 
great  power  in  the  eollectors ;  and  there  could  be 
no  doub(  that  all  the  bonds  wonld  be  filled  np 
with  the  lowesi  sums,  except  some  information 
was  received  of  foul  play. 

Mr.  Gordon  supposed  the  collectors  would  be 
guided  by  the  amount  of  the  cargoes. 

Mr.  Habpeb  had  no  objec(ion  to  the  collectors 
having  this  power,  as  it  wonld  be  exercised  under 
the  direction  of  the  Treasury  Department ;  and 
no  doubt  they  would  give  instruciions  to  the  col- 
lectors not  to  be  gnided  wholly  by  the  amount  t^ 
cargoes,  but  according  to  circumstances  of  fraud 
appearing  or  not  appearing. 

Mr,  S.  Shitb  said,  he  would  make  a  motion 
which  would  supersede  the  one  under  considera- 
tion. He  thought  the  bill  as  it  stood  too  indefir 
nite,  and  that  it  held  out  tepiptations  to  collectors 
to  receive  the  lowest  security  in  any  case ;  the 
law  would  be  wholly  in  their  power.  He  propos- 
ed that,  in  addition  to  the  bond  for  the  amount  of 
the  value  of  the  vessel,  an  additional  security 
should  bejjiven  in  a  sum  equal  lo  one- third  of  the 
amount  oAhe  value  of  the  vessel  and  cargo. 

The  C&A1RIIA5  declared  this   motion  not  la 

The  committee  rose,  however,  and  Mr.  Smith 
renewed  his  amendment  in  the  House,  when  it 
was  agreed  to,  aAer  some  objecdons  to  it  from  Mr. 
Batabd— 36  ID  28.  The  bill  was  then  ordered 
lo  be  read  a  third  time,  received  its  third  reading, 
and  passed. 

The  Senate  informed  the  House  that  they  had 
postponed  till  next  aession  the  bill  respecting  lh« 
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entrr  of  sliUa,  ind  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Reuben 
Smith  kod  Nathan  Sitods,  and  resolved  that  the 
IhII  respecting  balaaces  due  from  certain  Stales 
do  not  pasa. 

Mr.  Batabd  made  a  motion  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  committee  to  bring  in  another  bill  re- 


apeetiog  the  balances  due  from  certain  State*,  but 
il  was  not  carried. 

The  House  having  receired  all  the  bills  from 
the  President,  and  the  batiness  of  the  two  Honses 
being  finished,  the  Speakbh  adjourned  the  House 
till  the  first  Monday  in  December  next 
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THE   SENATE   OF   THE   UNITED   STATES, 

AT  THE  THIRD  SESSION  OF  THE  FIFTH  CONGRESS,   BEQUN  AT  THE  CITy  OF 
PHILADELPHIA,  DECEMBER  8,  17&8. 


Monday,  December  3, 1796. 
The  third  unioii  of  the  fifth   Congress  com- 


I  daf,  eoaforniably  to  the  proTisioD 
of  the  Constitution,  ■nd  the  SEiiBie  assembled  «t 
the  city  of  Philadelphia,  in  their  Chamber. 


John  Lunodon  and  S&ndei.  Livbrhobb,  from 
New  Hampshire ; 

Tbbooohb  Fobtbr  aad  Rat  Orbene.  from 
Rhode  Island ; 

William  Binoham,  from  PeDDiylTania ; 

Hdmpbbet  MAseHALL.frDm  Keoluckf } 

Jacob  Read,  from  South  Carolina; 

Jahbb  GcrHK,  from  Georgia. 

Daniel  Smith,  appointed  a  Senator  b^  the  Ex- 
eentiveof  the  State  of  Tennessee,  in  the  recess  of 
that  Legislature,  in  place  of  Andrew  Jackson,  re- 
signed, took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

The  members  present  not  being  sufficient  to 
form  a  qaorum,  the  Senate  adjourned  to  11  o'clock 
to-morroir  morning. 

TuBBDAr,  December  4. 

Hehbt  Latihbb,  from  the  State  of  Delaware 
attended. 

The  members  present  not  being  sufficient  to 
form  B  quorum,  adjourned. 

'  Wedneboat,  December  9. 
Benjamin  Qoodhce,  from  ibe  State  of  MassC' 
chuseits ;  Elijah  Paine,  and  Nathaniel  Chif- 
MAN,  from  the  Slate  of  Vermont;  John  Lau- 
bance,  from  the  State  of  New  Vork :  and  Tiho- 
TBT  Bu)ODwOBTa,  from  the  State  of  North  Car- 


No  qaorum  being  present,  the  Senate  adjourned. 

Tbubsday,  December  6. 

RiOBABU  Stockton,  from  the  State  of  New 
Jsney,  and  JoaepH  AHnERsON,  from  the  State  of 
Tennetsee,  seTeraUy  attended. 

The  Vice  PBEdioENT  being  absent,  the  Senate 
jwoeeeded  to  the  election  of  «  President  pro  tern- 
port,  aa  the  Constitution  provides,  and  John  Lao- 
KANCB  was  chosen. 

The  credentials  of  Danibl  Smitb,  appointed  a 
Senator  hj  the  Bzecutire  of  the  Slate  of  Teii- 
nessee,  in  place  of  Andrew  Jackson,  resigned,  were 


read,  and  the  oath  was,  bjr  the  Pbebident,  admin- 
istered to  him,  as  the  law  provides. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  wait  on  the  Fbebi- 
dbnt  op  the  United  States,  and  acquaint  him 
that  a  quorum  of  the  Senate  is  assembled,  and  that, 
in  the  absence  of  the  Vice  PREBiDBnT,  thev  hare 
elected  John  Laorance,  President  of  the  Senate 
pro  tempore. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  acquBtnl  the 
House  of  Representatirea  that  a  quorum  of  the 
Senate  is  assembled,  and  ready  to  proceed  to  busi- 
ness, and  that,  in  the  absence  of  the  Vice  Prbsi- 
DEHT,  they  have  elected  John  Laorancb.  Presi- 
dent of  the  Senate  pro  tempore, 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Represeotatires 
informed  the  Senate  that  a  quorum  of  the  House 
ie  assembled,  and  they  have  appointed  a  joint 
committee  on  their  part,  together  with  such  com- 
mittee as  the  Senate  may  appoint  on  theirs,  to 
wnil  on  the  President  of  the  United  Slates  and 
notify  bim  that  a  quorum  of  the  two  Hoosea  u 
assembled,  and  ready  to  receive  any  eommunica- 
lions  that  ne  may  be  pleased  to  make  to  them. 

The  Senate  took  into  coosideration  the  message 
from  the  House  of  Representatives,  and 

Betolved,  That  they  do  conenr  therein,  and 
that  Messrs.  Read  and  Paike  be  trf  the  joint  otno- 
mittee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

The  return  of  service  on  the  summons  to  Wil- 
liam Blount,  made  by  the  Se^eant-at-Armii.  pui- 
suant  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  nrat  of 
March  last  was  read. 

The  Pbebident  communicated  a  letter  from 
Jared  Ingersoll,  Esq.,  stating  that  he,  together 
with  A.  J.  Dallas,  Esq.,  were  employed  as  coiinael 
for  William  Blount,  impeached  oy  the  Honse  of 
Representatives,  for  high  crimes  and  misdemean- 
ors ;  and  that  they  were  ready  to  attend  the  trial 
when  ordered  by  the  Seitate. 

Mr.  Read  reported,  from  the  joint  committee 
appointed  for  that  purpoee,  that  they  had  waited 
on  the  President  of  the  United  Slates,  and  had  no- 
tified bim  that  a  quorum  of  the  two  Houses  of 
Congress  were  assembled,  and  the  President  of  the 
United  Stales  acquainted  the  committee  that  h« 
would  meet  the  two  Houses  on  Saturday  next  at 
12  o'clock,  in  the  Chamber  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, 

Retolved,  That  James  Mathers,  Jr.,  be  Assist- 
ant Doorkeeper  to  the  Senate,  in  place  of  Corne- 
lius Maxwell,  deceased. 

RemiUed,  That  each  Senator  be  supplied,  during 
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the  present  sessioo,  with  copies  of  such  newspa- 
pers, printed  in  any  of  the  Stales,  as  he  may 
choose,  provided  that  the  same  are  furnished  at  the 
rate  of  tQe  usual  annualcbaTge,  for-such  papers. 

BaolDed,  That  two  ChapFains,  of  different  de- 
nominations, be  appointed  to  Congress,  for  the 
present  session,  one  by  each  House,  who  shall  in- 
terchange weekly. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  desire  the  con- 
rence  of  the  House  of  Represeotatires  in  this  res* 
olution. 

Satdbdiy,  December  8. 

James  Ross,  from  the  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
attended. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representa  tires 
informed  the  Senate  that  they  are  now  ready  to 
meet  the  Senate,  in  the  Chamber  of  that  House, 
to  receive  such  communicatioos  as  the  President 
of  the  United  States  shall  be  pleased  to  make  to 
them.    Whereapoo, 

The  Senate  repaired  to  the  Chamber  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  for  the  purpose  above 
expressed. 

The  Senate  then  returned  to  their  own  Cham- 
ber, and  a  copv  of  the  Speech  of  the  President  of 
the  United  Sttices,  this  day  addressed  to  both 
Houses  of  Congress  was  read.  [For  which  see 
proceedings  in  the  House  ofRepTesentaiives.] 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Stocetok,  Reau,  and 
Robs,  be  a  committee  to  report  the  dreufiht  of  as 
Address  to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  in 
answer  to  his  Speech  this  day  to  both  Houses  of 
Congress,  and  that  the  Speech  be  printed  for  the 
use  of  the  Senate. 

MoNnAT,  December  10. 
Ubiab  Tbaot,  from  the  State  of  Connecticut, 
attended. 


the  resolution  tor  the  appointment  of  Chaplains; 
and  have  elected  the  Rev.  Doctor  Abbbel 
Obebn  on  their  part. 

Mr.  Stockton  made  a  report  from  the  com- 
mittee appointed  to  draught  an  Address  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  in  answer  to  his 
Speech  to  both  Houses  of  Congress  at  the  open- 
ing of  the  session  ;  and  the  report  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  it  lie  until  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  appointment  of  a 
Chaplain  to  Congress  on  their  part,  and  the  Right 
Rev.  Bishop  Wbitb  wu  unanimously  electeiT 

TrESDAT,  December  11. 
Janes  Watson,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
Lcsi^^^re  of  the  State  of  New  York,  in  place 
of  John  S.  Hobart,  resigned,  produced  his  creden- 
tials, which  were  read,  ano  the  oath  was,  by  ihe 
Prbbident,  administered  to  him,  as  the  law  pro- 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  committee  on  the  draught  of  an  Ad- 
Areas  in  answer  to  the  Speech  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  to  both  Houses  of  Congress, 


at  the  opening  of  the  session  ;  which,  being  read 
in  paragraphs  and  amended,  was  adopted,  u  Ibl- 


Tb  the  Prttident  of  the  Vnittd  State*  .- 


flicting  dispeosationa  of  his  Proridoice,  and  fbr  lbs 
patiiotk  tprit  and  general  piuapciilj  of  oar  coonlij. 
Sjmpathj  for  the  sofioings  of  oar  fellow-dliiais  AtH 
**■— ■**!  and  the  important  intereM  <d  iha  Union,  !*• 
mand  of  ihe  NaUoaa]  LegiaUtore  a  mdy  co^openliaD 
with  tha  State  Gotttlinienla,  in  the  oae  of  aucfa  OfOs 
*«  leeni  beat  calcolated  to  pierent  the  rMnm  tf  llui  k 
lal  calanitT. 

Althou^  we  have  autcndj  indiad  that  an  lija^ 
meot  of  oar  diflerenoia  with  tha  Repoblic  of  Fnra 
might  b«  aflacted  on  aafe  and  hononble  ternsi  jet  lbs 
infoniMtion  yon  bavg  giim  w  of  the  ultimate  Wan  of 


condoct  of  that  Republic,  « 


and  deatnictiva  of  the  mdependeDOB  of  otha  Blal«*.  la 
its  eoDdoct  toward*  thsaa  United  State*,  we  bars  ma 
a  j^an  of  bostili^  porsned  with  Qnranitted  conMantr— 
eqaally  diaragarding  ihc  obhgatknu  of  tieatiea,  and  tb* 
rights  of  individual*.  We  turn  aean  two  awhaMiM 
fixnud  for  the  pnrpoae  of  mutual  eiplanatism^  Mid 
clothed  with  Ike  most  eitetiiive  and  liberal  pewoi,  db- 
miiscd  wilhovt  recogniliaBaBdeTeniritlMtttaliauint. 
The  GoTemmcDt  of  Franoa  ha*  not  oo^  raftiaad  ton- 
peal,  but  haa  receatl;  enjoined  (he  obtmnee  of  ill 
ibrmer  edict,  respecting  merchaodiae  of  Briliih  fibric  a 
produce,  the  pioprity  of  neutial*,  by  which  the  iolcr- 
mptioo  of  our  lawful  cooimeice,  atid  the  spoliation  of 
the  propett;  of  onr  ciliiena,  have  again  received  ■  pub- 
lic nnctjon.  These  (eels  indicate  no  change  of  vfaleai 
or  fiapoation — they  speak  a  more  inlolllgible  bngoaf* 
than  inofeaaona  of  B(didlude  to  avoid  a  itipton^  bowat- 
er  ardently  made.  Bat  it,  after  the  lepeated  poaA  wa 
have  given  of  adncerede^  for  pcaoe^  theee  profeaNOpa 
dkould  be  Mconnianied  by  irtannaliani;  itnslirating  Ihe 
inlegrilj  with  i^ich  it  haa  baco  pursued — i^  ne^Mia| 
and  paaang  by  Ihe  Conatitnliaoal  and  authoriied  affenti 
of  (he  Oovwnment,  they  are  made  throngh  the  mefiomof 
individnala  withoot  public  character  or  aothnrity  ;  an^ 
above  all,  if  they  cany  with  them  a  claim  to  pRKiita 
the  potitica]  qnalificationa  of  the  Minister  of  tbe  Uuled 
State*  to  be  employed  in  tbe  negotialioo,  they  an  nM 
entitled  to  attantiim  or  coruidecation,  bat  ought  to  be  n- 
gaided  as  designed  to  separate  the  people  from  thnr  Qev- 
emmen^  and  to  bring  aboot  by  intrigiw  that  which 
open  force  could  ool  t&eL 

We  are  of  opinioo  with  yon,  ar,  fliat  Ihoa  has  no- 
thing yet  been  discovered  in  the  oaodoct  of  France  which 
can  justify  a  relaxation  of  ibe  means  of  deteice  adopted 
during  this  last  seaaon  of  Congreai^  the  hapi^  reran  of 
which  i*  to  BtTongly  aod  generally  marked.  U  tbe  fans 
by  aea  and  land  which  (he  existing  laws  anlhoriie  ibailbl 
be  judged  inadequate  to  the  pnUic  defence,  we  will  pcr- 
ferm  the  indiapenaable  dn^  of  bringing  forward  aoch 
other  act*  aa  will  eflectoally  call  forth  the  renaroes  ud 
force  of  our  coantiy. 

A  steady  adherenoe  to  thia  wise  and  manly  poU^—* 
proper  direetioo  of  die  noble  qiiiit  of  patriotiMn  whith 
ha*  ariaen  in  our  coantry,  and  which  on^t  to  be  ^v 
iibed  and  invigorated  by  eveiy  branch  of  the  Govaa- 
ment,  will  leeun  out  libci^  and  ii  ' 
all  open  and  eeeret  attacks. 
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[SlMATB. 


W««Dt«r  DD  tin  buuMM  al  tha  jmnrnt  nnoD  with 
in  uuioDt  •olidtade  for  the  pubtio  good,  and  dull  be- 
■tow  thai  oHiiidcralioD  oa  thoMTonl  objada  pointed  oat 
ID  joaicommaaicitioii,  whidi  the?  reapactive^  merit. 

Yoor  long  and  important  eervicas — jour  t^aaU  and 
flnnnesa,  k>  oflan  duplayad  in  the  moal  trying  times  and 
mofl  critical  ailaatioiifr— -affoid  a  mre  pledge  of  ■  ical- 
ooxzo-cperstion  in  every  meaiare  ■aoceem.n  U>  lecuia  ua 
jutioiaiidieapect  JOHN  LAURANCE. 

Prtiidaii  <lf  the  Senattpro  tempore. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  who  prepared  the 
Addrem,  wait  on  the  Piesident  of  ibe  United 
Stales,  and  desire  him  to  acauaiDl  the  Senate  at 
what  time  and  place  it  will  be  most  convenient 
for  him  that  it  should  be  presented. 

Mr,  Stocbtok  reported,  from  the  committee, 
that  they  had  waited  on  the  Preaident  of  the 
United  States,  and  that  he  woald  receire  the  Ad- 
drew  of  the  Senate  to-morrow,  at  12  o'clock,  at 
his  own  house.    Whereapon, 

Retolved,  That  the  Senate  will,  to-morrow  at 
12  o'clock,  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United 
States  accordingly. 

Wbombbdat,  December  12. 

Agreeably  to  the  resolution  of  yesterday,  the 
Senate  wailed  on  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  (he  President  of  (he  Senate,  in  their 
name,  presented  the  Addtess  then  agreed  on. 

To  which  ibePRESiDEirrorTHB  United  States 
made  the  following  reply: 
7b  fAe  Senate  of  Ike  Untied  State*.- 

OaxTLiKiM :  I  thank  70U  ibr  thi*  Addreo,  so  coD- 
fimnsMe  to  the  apuit  of  our  Conitttntion,  and  the  es- 
tablUied  ehumcler  oT  the  Senate  of  the  United  State*, 
Kit  wisdom,  honor,  and  Tirtoe. 

I  haTe  seen  no  real  evidence  of  anj  change  of  aja- 
tem  or  diipoaition  in  the  French  Repnblic  towards  the 
United  Stataa.  Althongh  the  ofGdona  inteiference  of 
indiriduala,  without  pabGc  character  or  anthoritj,  is 
not  entitled  la  any  ersdit,  yet  it  deaerrea  to  be  conii- 
derad,  whether  that  temeii^  and  imperthience  of  indi- 
Tidaals  afiecting  to  interfere  in  pubUc  affiiirs,  between 
Franoe  and  the  United  Stataa,  whether  by  their  aecret 
oorraqiondenee  or  otherwiie,  and  intended  to  impoae 
upon  the  people,  and  separate  them  from  their  Qo* em- 
ment,  oaght  not  to  be  inquired  into  and  eoireeted. 

I  thank  you,  gsutleuen,  for  year  amlrancas  that  yon 
will  beatow  that  coanderation  on  the  aBreral  objecta 
pmuted  out  in  my  eommnnieation,  which  thej  re^ec- 
liTely  mwit. 

If  I  haTB  paiticipatcd  in  that  underatanding,  unoe- 
li^,  and  conitancy,  which  haTe  been  diaplayed  by  my 
fellow-citizens  and  conntrjmen,  in  the  moat  tiymg 
times,  and  critical  rituations,  and  foMIlad  my  duties  to 
them,  I  am  happy.  The  teatinioDy  of  the  Smutle  of 
the  United  States,  in  my  favor,  is  an  high  and  honor- 
able reward,  which  rtceivea,  aa  i(  merits,  my  grateful 
acknowledgneata.  My  zaalooa  co-opentiaD  in  mea- 
rares  neeenaiy  to  secure  ua  jnitice  and  eonsideiatton 
may  be  always  depended  on. 

JOHN  ADAMa 

Detember  13,  ITSS. 

The  Senate  returned  to  their  own  Chamber, 
and  proceeded  to  the  copsideralion  of  Executive 
bosiness. 


TBcnanAY,  December  13. 
Ordertd,  That  the  Secretary  notify  the  House 
of  Representatives  that  the  summons  issued  by 
ord»  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  Stales,  against 
William  Blount,  on  the  1st  day  of  March  last, 
to  appear  at  their  bar,  on  the  3d  Monday  of  De- 
cember instant,  and  answer  to  the  impeachment 
made  by  the  House  of  Represeblatives,  for  high 
crimes  and  misdemeanors,  nas  been  duly  served 
00  the  said  William  Blount,  by  the  Sergeant- 
at-Arms,  and  a  return  thereon  is  made  to  the  office 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate. 


Fbipat,  December  14. 
John  B.  Howard,  from  the  Slate  of  Maryland, 
attended. 

The  Senate  spent  the  day  in  the  considetnlion 
' "  business. 


MoNDAV,  December  17. 

AtxzANDBR  Mabtih,  from  the  State  of  North 
Carolina,  and  Jahbs  Hillbodse.  from  the  State 
of  Connecticut,  severally  altendea. 

The  Presidbht  laid  before  ibe  Senate  a  report 
from  the  Commissi  a  oers  of  the  Sinking  Fund, 
which  was  read,  as  follows: 

The  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund  respectAllly 
report  to  Co  agrees — 

That  the  measures  which  have  been  suthoriied  by 
the  Board  lubaaquent  to  their  report  of  the  4th  of  D». 
comber,  ITST,  so  far  aa  the  sane  have  been  completed, 
are  fiilly  detailed  in  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Tieaaury  to  this  Board,  dated  the  13tb  of  DMsmber, 
1798,  and  in  I  . 
therein  referred  to,  v 
prayed  to  be  received  aa  part  of  Ihia  i,^— - 

JOHN  LAUftAKCB, 
Pretident  of  the  Senatepr^  tempore. 


The  SMTetai^  of  the  Treaauiy  reniectfull;  r^orta 
to  the  dunmissionera  of  the  Sinking  Fond — 

That  no  purchases  of  the  debt  of  the  United  Stales 
have  been  made  since  the  data  of  the  last  report  to 
Congress,  on  the  4ih  day  ofDecembar.lTST;  and  that 
the  sum*  heretofore  purchased  amonot  to  two  miltiaBa 
three  hundred  and  aeven  tfaonaand  aix  hundred  and 
mxtj^oat  doUara  and  Baven^-one  centaj  for  wUdi 
there  hs.Te  been  paid,  in  q>ecie,  the  sum  <k  one  million 
sii:  hundred  and  eighteen  thousand  nine  hundred  and 
thirty-aix  dollars  and  (bur  centa,  aa  will  more  partica- 
larly   ^tpear    fzeaa    the    document    hereto    aoneied. 

The  following  auma  have  been  applied  towarda  tha 
diadurge  of  the  principal  debt  of  the  United  States, 
since  the  date  of  the  last  report  to  Congresa,  of  the  4lh 
of  December,  1797 : 

IsL  To  the  thinl  instahnent  of  the  aix  per  eanL  atodc, 
bearing  a  present  interest,  which,  pursuant  to  tha 
act,  entitled  "  An  act  making  ftaither  picviston  tar 
the  support  of  public  credit,  and  for  tbe  tedemptioii 
of  the  public  debt,"  passed  on  the  8d  day  of  March, 
1796,  and  the  act  in  addition  thereto,  passed  on  the 
S8th  day  of  April,  1796,  became  payeble  on  the  let 
dayof  January,  1 798,  the  aunt  of       ■    ^738,0 1  e  03 
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Sd.  To  the  paTmant  of  an  initalmaiit  of 
tli«  ■obachplioii  for  bank  itock,  dai 
a  thelutdajp  of  Dacsmbei,  1797, 


Uined  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
Btatca,  punuant  to  an  act  pwaed  the 
airtof  FebTuary,  1786, 
itb.  To  the  pajment  of  the  fiiU  inatal- 
ment  of  a  loanof  onamEllionof  giiild- 
Bii  in  Holland,'  which  fell  due  the 
preeent  year,  punuant  to  a  contract 
dated  the  IM  Jane,  1T87,  estimated  •( 
forty  centa  per  guilder. 


$1,118,016  03 


The  pajinenti  before  enumerated  liave  been  made 

out  of  the  Ibllowtng  Inads : 

lit  The  intereat  fiud  on  the  lumi  which  accmed  upon 
the  (took  puictiaaed  and  Teated  in  the  Comminionen 
of  the  Sinking  Fund,  in  tniit  for  the  United  Butea, 
■  paiticolarl;  itated  in  the  document  hereto 


nexed,  marked  B, 

Sd.  The  fund  ariaing  trom  the  pajment 
of  debia  which  oiiginated  piior  to  the 
preeent  Conititntion  of  Ulb  United 
Stalea,  aa  paiticularly  atated  in  the 
document  marked  C,  -  - 

Sd.  The  fimd  ariang  from  the  aalea  of 
lands  in  the  Northweitem  Territory, 
(B  paitjcnlarly  elated  in  the  document 
hente  annexed,  marked  D, 

4th.  The  fiindt  fnnda  ariaiag  firom  ea- 
taUiahed  rerennes  and  appropriated 
for  the  reduction  of  the  debts  of  the 
United  Stalsa,  being  for  the  period, 
and  in  reference  to  the  otgects,  eon- 
tuned  in  thia  report, 


18,013  67 


The  growing  prodnee  of  the  hiterest  liinda,  together 
with  the  sums  reeeiTed  and  expected  from  establiahed 
nrenuea,  are  estimated  by  the  Secretary  as  sufficient 
for  the  rdmboraement  of  the  fourth  inatalment  of  the 
MX  per  cent,  stock,  bearing  a  present  tnleiest ;  a  state- 
ment of  the  amount  and  apiriication  of  the  said  ftands 
will  be  exhibited  to  the  Board  with  the  next  report- 
All  which  is  moel  respectAiIly  snlnnitted  by 
OLIVER  WOLCOTT, 
Seerttary  of  tht  THattny, 
Tbsasuii  DirxBTKanr,  DaxMtr  IS,  1708. 

Ottfcred,  That  the  reporu  be  printed  for  tbe 
OK  of  the  Senate. 

The  Pbebident  laid  before  the  Senate  B  repOTl 
■igned 'Winthrop  Sargent,  in  behalf  of  the  Qor- 
enior  of  the  Northwestern  Terriiory,  in  pursuance 
of  the  order  of  the  Senate  of  the  6th  of  March 
ImI.  toMiher  with  the  copy  of  iaslruciioD 
Robert  BuntiD,  Surreyor  ol  Knox  county,  in  the 
Miid  Territory;  which  were  read. 

Ordered,  That  they,  together  with  the  petitions 
of  BeDJamio  Reed  and  others,  respecting  ctaims 
within  the  said  Territory,  be  referred  to  Messrs. 


Roes,  LiTBRMOHG,  and  Paine,  to  consider  and 
report  thereoD  to  the  Senate. 

On  motion,  Orcicred,  That  Messrs.  Robs,  Rsai^ 
and  LiTKBMOBE,  be  a  committee  to  prepare  ana 
report  rules  forcoaduclinff  tbe  trial  of  ao  impeacb- 
ment^now  depending  in  the  Senate,  against  Wil- 
liam Blount ;  and  to  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Robs,  from  the  commilicp  last  appointed, 

"  That  the  Legiatative  and  EiecutiTe  buatneee  of  the 
Senate  be  postponed,  and  that  the  Senate  form  itadf 

into  a  Court  of  Impeach  '        -■-  -  — 

scribed  by  a  resohition  oi 
ruary  last. 

"  After  the  oath  haa  been  a< 
dent  and  Senate,  the  proeeaa  whirii.  on  the  fint  of 
March  last,  waa  directed  to  be  issued  and  sorTed  npoai 
William  Blount,  end  the  return  made  tberevpon, 
ahall  be  read.  The  officer  who  serred  dw  prooeae  dd 
be  sworn  to  the  truth  of  the  return  thereoE  The  da- 
fondant,  William  Blount,  shall  be  called  to  wear  and 
answer  the  artielea  of  impeaidmient  eihibitM  againtf 
him.  If  he  appeara,  his  appearance  ahall  be  n 
If  he  doea  not  appeal,  his  datiult  shall  be  record 

"  The  Houae  of  RepreaentatiTea  sbaU  be  notiAed  of 
die  appearance  or  dMbolt  of  the  defendant,  WilliaM 
Blount,  and  that  the  Senate  will  be  ready  at  13  o'dMk 
to-moiTOw,  to  reeeite  the  managerB  appointed  by  that 
Houae,  and  to  take  further  order  in  thia  triaL" 

And  the  report  wa*  adopted;  and  the  Senate 
formed  itself  into  a  Court  of  Impeachment  accord- 

The  Court  of  Impeachmeat  being  adjouraed, 
the  Senate  went  into  the  consideration  of  Elxecu- 


ToBBOAY,  December  18. 


mittee  to  take  into  consideration  that  part  ot  tb« 
President's  Speech  respeetine  the  expedienor  of 
establishing  regulations  in  aid  of  the  health  laws 
of  the  respective  Stales;  and  to  report  faf  IhII,  bills, 
or  otherwise. 

itetohed,  That  Messrs.  Ounn,  Howard,  and 
Rosa,  be  a  committee  to  cake  iqto  cODsideratioD 
that  part  of  the  President's  Speech  which  respects 
the  extension  and  inrigoration  of  the  measures 
of  defence,  other  than  thoie  which  relate  to  a 
naval  armament,  and  to  report  by  bill  or  other- 
wise. 

Retolved,  That  Messrs.  Qoodhuc,  Read,  Tba- 
OT,  BiHOHAU,  and  Watbok,  be  a  committee  to 
take  into  consideration  so  much  of  the  Presideot'a 
Speech  as  relates  to  the  naval  defence  of  th« 
United  States,  and  report  by  bill,  bills,  or  otber- 

Afier  proceedings  as  a  Court  of  Impeachnwnt, 
the  Senate  went  into  the  consideration  of  Execu- 
tive business. 
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WiDNnoAT,  December  19. 
Fbanklin  Davenpoht,  appointed  a  Senitlor  by 
the  Executive  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  in  the 
recesB  of  the  Legislature,  in  the  place  of  Joho 
Rutherfurd,  resigned,  pr[>dueed  his  credentials; 
which  were  read,  and,  the  oath  of  office  being  ad- 
ministered to  him  as  the  law  provides,  he  took 
hii  seat  in  the  Benate. 

Tbubsdat,  December  SO. 

Mr.  Roes,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
take  into  consideratioD  and  report  what  rules  are 
necessary  to  be  adopted  on  the  trial  of  the  im- 
'  peschmeni  of  William  Blount,  reported  in  part. 

The  report  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed 
for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Tbacy  laid  before  the  Senate  the  petition  of 
Joseph  Russell,  jr.,  and  others,  stating  that  there 
is  due  to  them  trora  the  United  States  iateresi  on 
tweaty-four  thousand  four  hundred  dollars,  accord- 
ing to  a  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  18th  of 
March,  1780,  and  praying  payment ;  which  peti- 
tion was  read. 

Ordered,  That  it  lie  on  the  table. 

Fbidat,  December  21. 

The  Pbesidbnt  laid  before  the  Senate  a  letter 
from  Samuel  Meredith,  Treasurer,  together  with 
bis  specie  and  War  Department  accounts,  ending 
30th  June,  and  War  and  Navy  Departments,  end- 
ing 30th  September ;  which  were  read. 

Ordered,  That  thev  lie  on  file. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  take  into  consideration 
the  report  of  the  committee  appointed  to  consider 
what  rules  ate  necessary  to  be  adopted  by  the 
Senate  in  the  trial  of  William  Blount ;  and,  the 
report  being  amended,  was  adopted,  as  follows : 

"  BtKthed,  That,  at  Ihs  next  openiiiK  of  the  Court 
<rf  ImpeaehmeDt,  the  President  snail  inquire  wbelber 
Iha  muiagere  have  an;  requeat  to  make,  before  the 
connael  of  the  defendant  are  called  on  to  pnt  in  his 

"  If  no  motion  or  rsqueat  is  made,  the  defendant's 
coniuel  ihall  be  reqoired  to  pnt  in  his  aniwer  or  [dea, 
to  the  artielei  of  impeachment. 

'*  The  answer  or  plea  shall  be  read  by  the  Becn<ary, 
«nd  entered  b;  him  on  Ae  JonniaL 

'*  A  copy  of  die  defendant's  answer  otr  [dea  shall  bo 
commnniiatad  to  the  Houae  of  ReprssentatiTea,  bj  the 
8«)cietary. 

"  The  President  ihall  than  inbna  the  nunagon  Aal 
the  Senate  ia  ready  to  hear  any  reply  or  motion  whieb 
they  may  think  proper  to  make. 

"All  qneitioni,  siiaing  in  the  couree  of  the  trial, 
dull  be  deaded  with  eloead  doora.  The  dedaions  shall 
be  by  area  and  noee,  which  ahaD  be  entered  npon  the 
JimniaL  When  the  ^estion  i*  dedded,  the  door* 
■hall  be  opened,  (ha  partiee  oalled  in,  and  the  i — " 
nwds  known  to  them  by  the  Praaideat. 

"  Witnesses  shall  be  sworn  by  the  Secretary,  and 
■haD  take  the  Gdlowing  oath : 

**  I,  A,  B,  do  awear,  (at  affirm,  aa  the  ease  may  be,) 
that  ^e  eridence  I  will  give  to  this  Gonrt,  toudimg  the 
iinpeBohment  of  WiUiam  Bhinnt,  now  here  depanding, 
■hall  ba  the  tnilh,  the  whola  troth,  and  nothing  but  the 
tmth.     So  help  me  God. 


_  tham,  and  then  croas  examined  in  the  n 
If  a  Senator  wiahes  any  queation  to  be  asked,  it  diall 
ba  put  by  the  President. 

"  If  Benatora  an  called  as  wiln—sni,  they  shall  b« 
awom,   and   give  Ibttr   testimony   standing   in  their 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  inform  the  House 
uf  Representativea  that  the  Senate  <>kinK  into 
their  care  the  ordering  of  the  trial  of  WUliam 
Blount,  late  a  Senator  of  United  States  from  the 
State  of  Tennessee,  on  Monday,  the  34th  of  De- 
cember instant,  have  prepared  some  rules  to  be 
observed  at  said  trial,  which  they  have  thought 
fit  to  communicate  to  the  House  of  Represent- 


MoNoay,  December  24. 

The  Senate  resolved  themselves  into  a  Court 

of  Impeachment ;  and,  af^er  proceedings  thenin, 

went  into  the  consideration  of  Executive  buiinesa, 

and  afterwards  adjourned  to  Wednesday  monting. 

Wednesday,  December  26. 

James  Llotd,  from  the  State  of  Maryland, 
attended. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  ibe  consideratioD  cS 
Executive  business. 


TuniisPAY,  December  27. 

Thomas   JirpBRaoN,  Vice  President  of  the 
United  States  and  President  of  the  Senate,  at-   . 
tended. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  Hoase  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  respecting  balances  re- 
ported against  certain  States,  by  the  Commis- 
sioners appointed  to  settle  the  accounts  betweett 
the  United  Slates  and  the  several  States ;"  and  a 
bill,  entitled  "  An  act  providing  for  the  enumera- 
tion of  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States  ;"  in 
which  bills  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  Cbe 
Senate. 

The  bills  were  read,  and  ordered  to  the  second 
reading. 

Fhidat,  December  28. 

The  bill  smt  from  the  Houko  of  Representa- 
tive^ entitled  "  An  act  providing  for  the  enumer- 
ation of  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  State*," 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  Mesan. 
Paine,  Riad,  and  Hillhocbb,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

The  bilL  sent  from  the  Hotise  of  Representa- 
tives, entitled  "  An  act  respecting  balances  re- 
ported against  certain  States,  by  (he  Commia- 
siouers  appointed  to  settle  the  accounts  betwem 
the  United  States  and  the  several  Stales,"  was 
read  the  second  lime,  and  referred  to  Messra.  LaU- 
sance,  Tract,  and  Maktin,  to  consider  and  re- 
port thereon  to  (he  Soiate. 

Mr.  Tract  notified  the  Senate  that  he  should, 
if  the   Senate  should  be  in  sessioit 
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ftnd  if  aol,  on  Monday,  more  for  leave  to  bring  in 
a  bill  authorizing  the  aecej)tanee,  fram  the  State 
of  Connecticut,  of  a  cession  of  the  JDritdiction 
of  the  territory  west  of  Pennsylvania,  comntonly 
called  the  Western  Reeerre  of  Connecticut. 

Monday,  December  31. 

The  Vice  Prebident  laid  before  the  Senate  a 
Letter  from  Jobn  Hntmts,  notifying  his  resigna- 
tion of  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Phebident  op  the  United  States: 
G^lemen  of  the  Saiate,  and 

Otntltmen  of  tht  Houtt  of  Sgtraattativtt  ■• 

A  T^iort  of  th«  Becretuy  of  Wu,  made  to  ma 
the  twenty-fbiiTth  of  thia  month,  relative  to  the  Mihl 
Eatabliihnienta,  1  think  it  mj  duty  to  tmumit  to  C  ._ 
freaa,  and  reoeauuend  to  thur  conaideiation. 

JOHN  ADAMS. 

Deetmber  31,  179S. 

The  Messa^  and  report  were  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  fof  coDsideratioD. 

Airreeably  to  notice  given  on  the  28th  instant, 
Mr.  TRAcy  requested  leave  to  bring  io  a  hill  au- 
thorizing the  acceptance,  from  the  State  of  Con- 
necticui,  of  a  cession  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
teriilory  west  of  PennsylTania,  commooly  called 
the  Western  Reserve  of  Connecticut ;  and,  on 
motion  to  agree  thereto,  it  was  determined  in  the 
affirmative— yeas  17,  nays  2,  as  follows: 

Ytxt — Menn.  Andenon,  BleodwMth,  Chjptnanp 
Poster,  Goodhue,  Greene,  Gunn,  HiUhonaa,  Howard. 
Langdon,  LWennora,  Lloyd,  ManhaJl,  Martin,  Paine, 
Read,  and  Tracy.  ' 

Nats — Messrs.  LaurtnM  and  Roes. 

So  leave  was  given,  and  the  bill  was  according- 
ly read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  the  second 
tending.  And  the  Senate  adjourned  to  Wednes- 
day morning. 

Wedhbboat,  January  3,  1799. 

The  bill,  authorizing  the  acceptance,  from  the 
State  of  Connecticut,  of  a  cession  of  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  territory  west  of  Pennsylvania,  com- 
monly called  the  Western  Reserve  of  Connecti- 
cut, was  read  the  second  time,  • 

Vrdertd,  That  it  be  referred  to  Messrs.  Reau, 
Laifbance,  Rose,  Marbball,  and  Tract,  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon  to  the  Senate.  It  was  fur- 
ther ordered,  that  the  committee  last  named  be 
instructed  to  make  a  special  report  on  the  subject 
referred  to  them. 

Mr.  Roes  laid  before  the  Senate  the  petition  of 
Thomas  Lewis,  late  Aid-de-camp  to  the  late 
Major  General  Wayne^  praying  compensation  for 
iiis  services  as  extra  Aid-de-camp,  from  the  16th 
of  July,  1791,  until  the  death  of  the  General; 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Ross, 
Traoy,  and  Qdnk,  to  oimsidcr  and  report  thereon 
by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Tbdrbdat,  January  3. 

Reatdved,  That,  in  all  questions  of  adjoom- 

ment  of  the  Court  of  Impeachment,  as  also  in  all 


questions  on  a  motion  that  further  time  be  allowed 
to  the  parties,  the  taking  the  question  by  yeas  and 
nays  be  dispensed  with. 

Mr.  Laurance,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives, entitled  **  An  act  respecting  the 
balances  reported  against  certain  States,  by  the 
Commissioners  appointed  to  settle  the  accoimts 
between  the  United  States  and  the  several  States," 
reported  the  bill  without  amendment. 

Attei  proceedings  in  the  Court  of  Impeachment, 
the  Senate  went  into  Executive  business. 


Friday,  January  4. 
Af^er  proceedings  as  a  Court  of  Impeachment, 
the  Senate  adjourned. 

Satubdat,  January  5. 
After  prf>eeedings  as  a  Court  of  Impeachment, 
the  Senate  adjourned. 

Monday,  January  7. 

John  Brown,  from  the  State  of  Kentucky,  and 
Theodore  Sedqwick,  from  the  State  of  Massa- 
chusetts, severally  attended. 

After  proceedings  as  a  Court  of  Impeachment, 
the  Senate  went  into  Kxecutive  business. 

Tdeboat,  January  8. 

Stepbbnb  T.  Mason,  from  the  State  of  Vir- 
ginia, attended. 

The  fallowing  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  Umitgd  States  : 
Gentktaai  of  tht  Senate  and 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houae  of  Sepretenlataee  ; 

In  obedience  to  the  law,  I  now  laj  befbra  yon  my 

ennnal  aeconnt  of  the  application  of  the  giant  made  t^ 

Confreas,  lor  the  contingent  ehaiges  of  OoTemment, 

from  the  let  of  January  to  the  Slst  <^  December,  1798. 

JOHN  ADAJfS. 

JaMuary  8,  1799, 

The  Message  and  account  were  read,  and  at- 
dered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Atter  proceedings  as  a  Court  of  Impeachment, 
the  Senate  went  into  Executive  business. 

Wednesday,  January  9. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  en- 
titled "  An  act  respecting  balances  reported  against 
certain  Slates,  by  the  Commissioners  appointed 
to  settle  the  accounts  between  the  United  States 
and  the  several  States." 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  there- 
of be  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

On  motion.  Ordered,  That  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  for  the  Department  of  Wat,  commimi- 
cated  with  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States  of  the  31st  ultimo  be  rrferred  to 
the  committee  appointed  the  ISih  of  Decembg 
last,  on  that  part  of  the  President's  Speech  re- 
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specling  ibe  extension  and  iavigoraiion  of  the 
measures  of  defence,  other  than  those  which  relate 
to  a  naval  armament,  to  coositter  and  report  there- 
on to  the  Senate. 

Atter  proceedings  as  a  Court  of  Impeachment, 
the  Senate  adjourned. 


kv,  January  10. 

Mt.  Reao  )»vseDted  the  petition  of  Daniel  Hal- 
lowaj,  of  Charlfston,  South  CaroliDa,  mayiatf  re- 
lief froiu  the  operation  of  the  revenue  taws  of  the 
United  States ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

Afler  proceedings  as  a  Court  of  Impeachment, 
the  Senate  went  into  ExecuiiTe  busineaa. 

Fa  I  DAT,  January  11. 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  Joseph  Rnsselb 
jr.,  and  others,  be  referred  to  Mesars.  Hillhoubei 
Tbaot,  BDd  Gbbene;  to  consider  and  report  there- 
on to  the  Senate. 

After  proceedings  ai  a  Court  of  Impeachment, 
the  Senate  ptoceedM  to  BzecatiTe  buunees. 

HoNnAT,  January  14. 

Mr.  Painb,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
tefened  the  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives,  eulitled  "An  act  providing  for  the 
enumeration  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  United 
States,"  reported  BmendmeDts;  which  were  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 

After  proceedings  as  a  Court  of  Impescbment, 
the  Senate  went  into  Ezecutive  business. 


Tdesdat,  January  IS. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  report 
of  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill, 
sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  entitlea 
"  An  act  providino'  for  the  enumeration  of  the  in- 
habitants of  the  United  States ,"  and,  after  debate 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  thereof 
be  poetponed  till  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  report 
of  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill, 
aent  from  the  House  of  Represen  tali  res,  entitled 
"  An  act  respecting  balances  reported  against  cer- 
tain States  Dy  the  CommiBsioners  appointed  to 
settle  the  aocotmts  between  the  United  Stales  and 
the  several  States." 

Ordered,  That  it  be  recommitted  to  Messrs. 
Tkact,  Painb,  and  SBDOwicK,to  consider  and  re- 
port thereoa  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Akdbrbok  presented  the  petition  of  Daniel 
Smith,  praying  eompeiisation  for  a  nc^o  and 
some  horses,  stated  to  have  been  stolen  by  certain 
Cherokee  Indians ;  which  was  read,  and  referred 
to  Messrs.  AttDESaOH,  Roaa,  and  Tracv,  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Robb,  Bbdowice,  and 
Bbowd,  be  ft  committee  to  consider  whether  any, 
and  what,  ameadtnents  ought  to  be  made  in  the 
act,  entitled  "An  act  providing  for  the  sole  of  the 
lands  of  the  United  States  in  the  Territory  North- 


west of  the  river  Ohio,  and  above  the  mouth  of 
Kentucky  river ;"  and  that  the  said  committee  be 
authorized  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Rosa,  Read,  Traot, 
Sbdqwick,  and  Cbiphan,  be  a  committee  to  con- 
sider whether  any  division,  or  other  alteration, 
ought  to  be  made  in  the  government  of  the  Terri- 
tory of  the  United  Stales  Northwest  of  the  riter 
Ohio;  and  that  the  said  ifomraittee  be  authorized 
to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

On  motion  th«t  it  be . 

Se*ohed,  That  ■  committM  b«  mfvpintxA  to  exam- 
ine wbst  laws  b*.vs  been  edopted  liy  the  Quveniment  of 
the  Territoi7  Northwest  of  the  rirar  Ohio,  end-  to  n^ 
port  bow  far  the  •bum  msj,  in  their  ojanion,  be  euthor- 
nad  or  expedient : 

Ordered,  That  it  lie  for  consideration. 

WEDtiasnAT,  January  16. 

Mr.  WATaoN  presented  the  petition  of  Selh 
HardinSj  commander  of  several  armed  vessels  in 
the  public  service  during  the  late  war,  stating  hi;i 
services  and  sufferings,  and  praying  compensa* 
tion;  which  petition  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lis 
on  the  table. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the 
bill,  sent  from  the  Hoase  of  Representatives,  en- 
titled "  An  act  providing  for  the  enumeration  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States." 

On  motion,  to  strike out'Ihe  words  "Mav  next," 
and  substitute  "  April,  one  thottsand  eight  hun- 
dred," so  that  the  clause  stand :  "  The  enumera- 
tion shall  commence  on  the  first  Monday  in  ApriL 
one  thousand  eight  hundred" — it  was  determined 
in  the  affirmative — yeas  17,  nays  6,  as  follows: 


Lrrennore,  Marvhill,   Pains,  Read,   Ro«,   Bedgwiofc, 
Ti»CT,  »nd  WatK)n. 

Navs — Meaoa.    Andenon,    Bloodwoith,     Bnnm, 
Langdon,  Martin,  and  Meson. 

And   the   other  amendments    reported    being 
agreed  to,  and  the  bill  further  amended, 

Ordered,  That  it  pass  to  the  third  reading  as 
amended. 

On  motion, 

That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  be  iintraeted  la 

have oopiM  if  the  Conetitntian  of  the  United 

StstoiS  with  the  amendmtnla  which  have  been  edntsd, 
minUd,  and  bound  in  a  mail  fom,  ibr  the  nee  irf  the 


Thubbuat,  Janiury'17. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, entitled  "  An  act  providing  for  the  enume- 
ration of  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  Sutes," 
was  read  the  third  time. 

Betolved,  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 


Fridat,  January  is. 

,  titfcc 


nsi deration  of 
Whereupon, 
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Ruolved,  That  ihe  Secretary  of  the  Senate  be 
instructed  to  hare  two  hundred  copies  of  the  Gon- 
stitutioD  of  the  United  States,  with  the  amend- 
ments vhich  have  been  adopted,  printed  and  bonnd 
in  a  small  form. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  RepKaeotaliveB 
informed  Che  Senate  that  the  House  hare  passeda 
bill,  eolilled  ''  An  act  for  the  punishment  of  cei- 
taia  ctimei  therein  specified,"  in  which  ihef  de- 
sire the  conpurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  was  read,  and  otdeied  to  a  second  read- 

The  Senate*  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion 
made  oa  the  15th  instant ;  which  was  emended. 
Whereupon, 

Raolved,  That  Messrs.  Mason,  Robs,  and 
Bbown,  be  a  committee  to  examine  what  laws 
bare  been  adopted  bv  the  Goreroment  of  the  Ter- 
ritory Northwest  of  the  river  Ohio^  and  report 
liow  ftr  the  same  may,  in  their  opinion,  be  expe- 

The  following  Message  was  received  .from  the 
PuGaiDEitT  or  THE  United  States  : 
QtntUmtn  of  Iht  Smalt,  and 

GentUmtn  of  the  Route  of  Ji^>rt»entataet  .• 

Tb»  eommtuucatiaD  reUtiTa  to  onr  ifbiia  with 
Fraoos,  allodad  to  in  mj  Addraa  to  both  Houmi,  at 
Iha  (rpeiiinf  of  tba  aeiaioa,  i>  Motiined  in  the  diMts 
whim  Bocotspanj  this.  A  repoii  of  the  QaaatMij  of 
Btate,  eontsuung  loiiie  obserrations  on  thsm,  wifl  be 
■sot  to  CoDfieM  on  Moaday. 

JOHN  ADAMS. 

January  16,  1799. 

The  Message  and  papers  were  in  part  rtatd,  and 
the.  further  reading  thereof  postponed. 

MonoAY,  Janaary  31. 

Henby  Tazewell,  from  the  State  of  Virginia, 
attended. 

Mr.  Aead.  fma  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  authorizing  the  acceptance,  from 
the  Btate  of  Couneclicut,  of  a  cession  of  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  territory  west  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, commoDlv  called  the  Western  Reserve  of 
Connecticut,  Laving  inquired  into  the  subject- 
matter  of  the  bill,  made  a  special  report  thereon, 
together  with  the  bill,  without  any  amendment — 
•ad  the  report  was  read,  and  ordered  to  the  second 
reading. 

The  Dill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
entitled  "  An  act  for  the  punishment  of  certain 
•rimes  therein  specified,"  was  read  the  second 
ttm^  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Sedgwick,  Taze- 
WBLL,  and  TaAcy,  to  consider  and  report  thereon 
to  the  Senate. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Pbebident  of  the  United  States: 
Oeatlenttn  of  the  Senate,  and 

GtntUmen  of  the  Hoaae  of  S^traentativet  .■ 

Aeooiding  to  an  intimation  in  my  Message  of  Friday 
last,  I  now  lay  before  Congress  a  report  of  the  Secreta- 
n  of  State,  containing  his  observationB  on  some  of  the 
dociimenta  wbicbteended  it. 

*  JOHN  ADAMS. 

Jmuaiy  3],  ITBB. 


The  papers  referred  to  in  the  Message  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  of  the  ISth  inst., 

On  motion,  that  five  hundred  copies  thereof  be 
printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate,  it  was  agreed 
that  the  consideration  of  this  motion  be  postponed. 

Mr.  QnxN,  from  the  committee  appointed  oa 
that  part  of  the  President's  Speech  respecting  the 
extension  and  invigoralion  oi  the  measures  of  de- 
fence, other  than  those  which  relate  to  a  Naval 


for  other  purposes. 

Ordertd,  That  it  pass  to  a  second  reading. 

TuBSDAV,  January  23. 

The  communications  refeired  to  in  theMeaaase 
from  the  President  of  the  United  States,  of  the 
2lBt  instant,  were  read  ;  and  it  was 

Rttidvtd,  That  fire  hundred  copies  of  the  Hea- 
sage  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  of  tbe 
18lh  of  the  present  month,  and  the  papers  aceona- 
wiying  the  same,  together  with  the  report  oi  the 
Secretary  of  State,  communicated  by  the  Presi- 
dent's Message  of  yesterday,  be  printed  for  the  tue 
of  the  Seflale. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representative* 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  a^ee  to  some 
and  disa^e  to  other  amendments  oi  the  SenaM 
to  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  providing  for  tbe 
enumeration  of  the  inhabitants  of  Ihe  United 
Stales." 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  their  amend- 
ments disagreed  to  by  the  Honse  of  Represeot«- 
tives  to  the  bill  last  mentioned.    Whereupon, 

Reaolved,  That  they  do  adhere  to  their  said 
amendments. 

Mr.  Watsok  notified  the  Senate,  that  he  shonld, 
to-morrow,  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  snp- 

Elementary  to  tbe  act,  entitled  "  An  act  to  estab- 
sh  the  Judicial  Courts  of  the  United  States." 

Wednesday,  January  83. 

Agreeably  to  notice  given  yesterday.  Mr.  W*T- 

1.-J  I ..„  ..  k..: ^_  -  l:ii l-'_-_u_.  •- 


Courts  of  the  United  States ;"  which  was  rad, 
and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Grgcnh  laid  before  the  Senate  the  petition 
of  Stephen  Heffernan,  praying  the  allowance  4^ 
the  drawback  on  a  certain  quantity  of  fish,  stated 
to  have  been  taken  in  the  year  1797,  although  the 
formalities  required  by  law  were  casually  omitted ;. 


which  petition  was  read,  and  ref^ed  to  the  Sec- 

_  far  the  Depart 
ider  and  report  thereon  to  tbe  Senate. 


reiary  ft 


apartment  of  the  Treasury,  to  con- 


informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  p 
a  bUl,  entitled  "  An  act  to  aulhoriie  the  reim- 
bursemeat  of  moneys  expended  in  rendering  aid 
to  sick  and  destitute  American  seamen  in  foreign 
countries ;"  in  which  they  desire  the  concnrrence 
of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  was  read,  and  ordered  to  the  second 
reading. 
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The  bill  for  ihe  better  ocsaniziDg  (he  troopB  of 
the  United  States,  &nd  for  otlier  purposes,  yna  read 
the  second  lime. 

Ordered,  That  the  further  coosideratioa  there- 
of be  postponed  lo  Moaday  next 

On  motion,  OrtUred,  That  Mr.  Cbiphan  be  of 
the  commiUee  to  whom  was  referred  ibe  bill 
•eat  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  entitled 
"Ad  act  for  the  jiaaishmeni  of  certain  crimei 
therein  specified,"  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Tazbwbll, 
inditpoMHl. 


r,  January  S4. 

Mr.  SsMtwiCK,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
vatireferred  the  bill  sent  from  the  Home  of  Repre- 
sentatives, entitled  "  An  act  for  the  punishment 
of  certain  crimes  therein  specified,"  reported  the 
bill  without  amendment. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  lo  a  third  reading, 

The  bilL  sent  from  the  House  of  Bepresenla- 
tirea,  entitled  "  An  act  to  authorize  the  leimborae- 
ment  of  monejrs  expended  in  renderitig  aid  to  sick 
and  desiitote  American  seamen  in  foreisn  coun- 
tries," was  read  the  second  lime,  and  reiarred  to 
Messrs.  Ooouhde.  P&ine,  and  Read,  to  consider 
and  report  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Rose,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Thomas  Lewis,  reported 
a  bill  for  his  relief ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  being  informed  that  Hehbt  Tazs- 
WBLi,  one  of  the  members  from  the  State  of  Vir- 
ginia, died  this  moroing, 

Reiolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
take  order  for  superintending  the  funeral  of  the 
said  Hehsy  Tazewell,  Esq.,  and  that  the  Senate 
will  attend  the  same,  and  that  notice  of  the  event 
be  given  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  and 
that  this  committee  consist  of  Messrs.  Uasoh, 
Bhown,  and  Mabshall. 

Heiolved,  vnammousb/,  That  the  members  of 
the  SeDate,from  a  sincere  desireof  showing  every 
mark  of  respect  due  to  the  memory  of  Hekbt 
Tazbwell,  deceased,  late  a  member  thereof,  will 
go  into  mourning  for  him  one  month,  by  the  usual 
mode  of  wearing  a  crape  rouod  the  left  arm. 

Setolved.  That  the  President  of  the  Senate 
notify  the  Executive  of  Virginia  of  the  death  of 
HcNnT  Tazewell,  late  Senator  of  that  State  for 
the  United  States. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
informed  tne  Senate  that  the  House  adhere  to 
their  disagreemeat  lo  sundry  amendments  of  the 
Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  providing  for 
the  enumeration  of  the  inhabitants  of  (he  United 
States." 


Frid 


r,  January  26. 


The  Vice  Pbbbideht  communicated  the  cre- 
denlials  of  Williah  Hill  WellSj  elected  a  Sen- 
ator for  the  State  of  Delaware,  tn  the  place  of 
Joshua  Clayton,  deceased. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, entitled  "An  act  for  the  punishmeai  of  ca- 


(ain  crimes  therein  specified,"  was  read  Ihe  third 
time. 

On  the  final  passage  of  the  bill,  the  question 
was  determined  in  the  affinnative — yeas  18,  nay* 
2,  as  follows ; 

YiAs — Hears.  Bingham,  Chipmin,  Davenport,  Poa- 
tei,  Goodhue,  Greene,  Ghinn,  Howard,  Lalimei,  TAm- 
mora,  Llovd,  Martin,  Faine,  Read,  Sam,  Sedgwieki 
Ttmey,  mi  Walaon. 

Nats — Mewn.  Bkmdwortbwid  Langdou. 

So  it  was,  Removed,  That  this  bill  pass. 

Mr.  QoonBUE,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  Dill,  sent  from  the  Honse  of  Re- 
presentatives, entitled  "  An  act  to  authorize  the 
reimbursement  of  moneys  expended  in  rendering 
aid  to  sick  and  destitute  American  seamen  in  for- 
eign countries,"  reported  amendments;  and  the 
consideration  of  the  report  was  postponed. 

Mr.  Tract,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  biU,  sent  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, entitled  "An  act  respecting  balances 
reported  against  certain  States  by  the  Commis- 
sioners appointed  to  settle  ibe  accounts  between 
the  United  States  and  the  several  States,"  im- 
ported amendments,  which  were  read. 

Ordered,  That  tne  report  lie  for  consideratton. 

Thebill,  supplemeDlarytolheaet,  entitled  "An 
act  to  establish  the  Judicial  Courts  of  the  United 
States,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to 
Messrs.  Watson,  Rohb,  and  Read,  to  consider 
and  report  iheieon  to  the  Senate. 

The  bill  for  Ihe  relief  of  Thomas  Lewis  was 
read  the  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  thereof 
be  postponed  until  Monday  next, 

Mr.  GoNH,  from  the  committed  appointed  OD 
that  part  of  the  President's  Speech  respecting  the 
extension  and  inrigoration  of  the  measures  of 
defence,  other  than  those  which  relate  to  a  Naval 
Armament,  made  farther  report,  in  part,  of  a  bill, 
for  Ihe  establishment  of  a  Medical  Departmeitt, 
which  was  reBd.Bnd  ordered  to  (he  second  reading. 

Monday,  January  28.      ^ 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendments  reported  by  the  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  R«- 
preseutatives,  entitled  ''  An  act  to  authorize  the 
reimbursement  of  moneys  expended  in  rendering 
aid  to  sick  and  destitute  American  seamen  in  for- 
eign countries:  and,  after  debate, 

Ordered,  Tba(  they  be  recommitted  to  the 
committee  who  made  the  report,  further  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  optbe  United  States: 
Qentietnen  of  the  Seaaie,  and 

Gentlemen  of  the  Hmite  of  BtpreeaUataiei  .- 

An  edict  ctf  tlw  Exaentive  Direetoty  of  the  Freodt 
RepoUie,  of  the  3Mi  of  October,  ITSS,  endoaed  in  a 
letter  ftota  am  MiniaUr  Plenipotenliuyi  in  London,  of 
the  16th  of  Norenibtr,  is  of  m  much  unportance,  that 
it  cannot  be  loo  KKW  eominnnieitei]  to  vdu  and  lo  dw 
public.  JOHN  ADAMS. 

Ukito  BTATas,  January  S8,  1709. 
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I  meniioDedi 


The  Message,  and  papers  thi 
ver«  r«ad. 

Orda^d,  Tbat  they  be  referred  U>  the  commit- 
tee appointed  the  18th  of  December  last,  on  so 
much  of  the  President's  Speech  as  relates  to  the 
oaval  defence  of  the  Uniied  States,  and  that  [h« 
committee  be  instructed  to  have  the  same  transla- 
ted and  printed  for  the  Use  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Lewis. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  third  readioir. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  amena- 
ments  reported  bf  the  committee,  lo  whom  vbs 
referred  tbe  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
■entatires,  entitled  ''Ad  act  respecting  balances 
reported  against  certain  States,  by  the  Commis- 
sioners appointed  lo  settle  the  accounts  betweeii 
the  United  States  and  the  seTeral  Slates  j"  and, 
af)er  debate, 

'Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  thereof 
be  postponed. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  hare  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  further  to  suspend  the 
commercial  intercourse  between  the  United  States 
and  France,  and  the  dependencies  thereof,  and  for 
other  purposes,"  in  which  they  desire  the  concur' 
rence  of  tnc  Senate. 

The  bill  lost  mentioned  was  read,  and  ordered 
lo  the  second  reading. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Anderson  be  of  the  joint 
committee  for  enrolled  bills  on  the  part  lU  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  Read  presented  the  petition  of  Daniel  Ste- 
vens. Supervisor  of  the  Revenue  for  the  district  of 
Soutn  Carolina,  in  behalf  of  hitaself  and  the  offi- 
cers in  bis  department,  praying  additional  com- 
peasatioQ  for  their  services}  which  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Rosa  presented  the  petition  of  Ennion 
WilliamN,  pnying  the  exclusire  privilege  of  man- 
nfacluriDg  salt^from  certain  salt  springs  in  the 
NoFthwestern  Territory,  particularly  mentioned 
in  the  petition  ;  and  which  was  read. 

Ordered,jrhtit  it  be  referred  to  the  committee 
appointed  on  the  ISth  instant,  to  consider  whether 
any  division  or  other  alteration  ought  to  be  made 
in  the  GoTemment  of  the  Territory  Northwest  of 
the  river  Ohio,  to  consider  and  report  thereon 
the  Senate. 


TBOBsnAT,  Janiiaty  29. 

The  bill  to  regulate  the  Medical  Establishment 
was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, entitled  "An  act  further  (o  suspend  the 
commercial  intercourse  between  the  United  States 
and  France,  and  the  dependencies  thereof^  end  for 
other  purposes,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  Messrs.  Read,  Binohah,  and  Wat- 
aoN.  to  consider  and  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill,  for  the  better  organizing  of  the  troops  of  the 
Untted  Stales,  and  for  other  purposes. 


On  uiotiou  to  strike  out  ihe  second  section  of 
the  bill,  as  fallows  ; 

"  Sic.  3.  And  be  it  furtlur  atatUd,  That  v*aj 
lieutanant  colonel  cnnmsnduit  of  ■  regimcDt,  bereto- 
fore  appointed,  shall  be,  and  be  denominsled  oolone^ 
every  ensign  snd  traj  comet  in  the  raiments  hon- 
lofore  ■{q>oitited,  shall  be  denominated  henafier  eefowd 
lientenanta,  and  the  lieutenant!  in  die  oorp*  of  attiUe- 
lists  and  engineers,  fint  and  second  lieuteoanle." 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  10, 
nays  12,  as  follows: 

TiAs — Meens.  Aodenon,  Bingham,  Bloodwoclk, 
Brown,  Lsngdon,  Lrreimore,  Marshall,  Martia,  Maec^ 
and  Paine. 

Nils — Messrs.  Chipman,  Davanpon,  Oieeiie,GnBn, 
Howard,  Latimer,  Lloyd,  Read,  Boss,  Sedgwick  Traif, 
and  Watson. 

And,  after  pri^esa,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  of  this 
bill  be  postponed. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  tlie  Senate  that  the  House  have  paswd 
a  bill  entitled  "  An  act  respecting  quanntines  aiwl 
health  laws,"  in  which  they  desire  the  conenirenee 
of  the  Senate. 

Wednbs&at,  January  30. 

JoetAB  Tattnall,  from  the  State  of  Georgia, 
attended. 

Mr.  AiinEiisoN  notified  the  Senate,  that  he 
should,  to-morrow,  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a 
bill  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  giving  ef- 
fect to  the  laws  of  the  United  States  within  the 
district  of  Tennessee." 

Mr.  Davenport  presented  the  addreas  and  re- 
monstrance of  the  mhabitanls  of  the  county  of 
Bssel,  in  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  against  the 
''  alien  aod  sedition"  laws,  and  against  "  regular 
and  standing  armies;"  and  the  petition  was  read. 

Mr.  HoVARO  presented  the  petition  of  the 
managers  of  the  Library  Company  in  the  city  of 
Baltimore,  praying  exemption  from  the  duties 
now  chargeable  on  imported  books;  which  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  Houm  of  Representa- 
tives, entitled  "An  act  respecting  quarantinesand 
health  laws,"  was  read  the  first  tune,  and  ordered 
to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendments,  reported  by  the  committee  lo  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives, entitled  "An  act  respecting  balances 
reported  against  certain  States,  by  the  Cotomis- 
aioners  appointed  to  settle  the  accounts  between 
the  United  States  and  the  several  States;  which, 
being  adopted, 

Orderml,  That  chb  bill  pass  to  the  third  rend- 
ing as  amended. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Lewis  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Gwaem, 
Tavlor,  and  Jones,  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia," 
and  a  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jona- 
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than  Hukill,"  in  which  they  desire  the  coi 
reoce  of  ihe  Senate. 

The  bills  were  read,  and  ordered  to  the  sei 
reading. 

The  VioB  Phebidbnt  laid  before  the  Senate  a 
report  of  the  Secreiarj  for  the  Department  of  Ae 
Treasury,  of  a  genenii  statement  of  goods,  wvtea, 
ind  nerchandlse,  imponed  into  (he  United  Stales, 
from  the  l»t  of  OctcAwr,  1796.  to  the  30th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1797,  which  Was  read. 

Ordered,  That  it  lie  on  file. 

Mr.  Goifn,  from  the  committee  appointed 

that  part  of  the  President's  Speech,  respecting  the 
exteiuion  luid  inrigontion  ot  the  measores  of  de- 
fence, other  than  those  which  relate  to  a  naval 
trmament,  farther  reported,  in  part,  a  bill  ei 

eventual  authority  to  the  Presideol  of  the  Ul 

States  to  augment  the  Army ;  which  bill  was  read, 
Kid  ordered  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  renamed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill  for  the  better  oi^nzing  the  troops  of  (be 
United  Stales,  and  for  odier  purposes ;  and,  aflei 

That  tbefurtbercoDsiderBtion  thereof 


be  postponed. 


*S^d" 


TuDaauAT,  January  31. 

The  billj  sent  from  the  House  of  Hepreunla- 
tJTes,  "  entitled  "  An  aiit  for  the  relief  of  Jonathan 
Uaskill,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred 
to  Meters.  Gbbbhb,  Robb,  aitd  Sbdowick,  to  con- 
sider and  report  thweon  to  the  Senate. 

AgneaUy  to  notice  given  yeBierday,  Mr.  Ah- 
DBKflON  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  Mil  to  amend 
an  act,  entitled  "  An  act  givin?  eSect  to  the  laws 
of  ibe  Uoited  States  within  the  district  of  Ten- 
oeasee,"  which  was  read,  and  ordered  that  it  pass 
to  a  second  reading.    . 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed  that  a  committee  be 

minted  to  talte  into  consideration  the  act,  en- 
to  regulate  trade  and  intercourse 
With  Indian  tribes,  and  to  preserve  peace  on  the 
frontiers ;"  for  the  purpose  of  making  amend- 
hmoib  to  the  nme  if  in  their  opinion  neoesaary; 
utd  likewise  the  propriety  of  continuing  the  act 
in  force  longer  tnao  the  third  day  of  March 
next ;  with  liberty  to  report  by  bill  or  otbMwIse. 

Ordered,  That  Messn.  Tract,  ABoniBOH,  and 
GcifH,  be  the  conmitiee. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tive^ entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Qazzam, 
Taylor,  and  Jones,"  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia," 
was  read  the  second  tim&aod  referred  to  Messrs. 
BiifoaAM,  Watbon,  and  DAVfinroBT,  to  eonsider 
and  report  thereon  to  the  Senate.        ' 

Mr.  FosTKB  pTMuated  the  petition  of  John 
Brown  and  others,  merchants  <y[  Providence,  in 
the  Stale  of  Rkodc  Islaad,  praying  that  they 
may  be  enabled,  at  public  eipeuse^  to  jHOseeate 
their  claims  for  the  Rcorerv  of  their  property  on 
the  high  seas,  eaptnred  by  the  Powers  at  war;  and 
the  petition  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to 
the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  State,  for  his 
report  thereon.;  and  that  he  be  directed  to  report 
3(h  Com.— 70 


all  cases,  with  the  circumstances  attending  them, 
which  have  come  (o  his  knowledge,  similar  (o 
those  mentioned  in  said  petition. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tive^ entitled  "  An  act  respecting  quarantines 
and  health  laws,"  was  read  the  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee 
appointed  on  the  18th  of  December  laiit,  on  thai 
part  of  the  Pre^dent's  Speech  respecting  the  ex- 
pediencv  of  establishing  reflations  in  aid  of  the 
health  laws  of  the  respecuve  Slates,  to  conaider 
and  report  I  he  re  a  u  to  the  Senate, 

The  hill,  aeut  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, entitled  "  An  act  respecting  the  balances 
reported  against  certain  States,  by  the  Commis- 
sioners appointed  to  settle  the  accounts  between 
the  United  Stales  and  the  several  S(a(es,"  was 
read  the  third  time. 

On  the  final  passage  of  this  bill  as  amended,  (he 
question  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas 
17,  nays  10,  as  follows: 

YiAS — Mesns.  Binfhain,  Chipman,  Davenpott, 
Goodhoe,  Qnon,  Uowsnl,  Latimer,  LivBiniim,  Lu^d, 
Paine,  Bead,  Ron,  Sedgwick,  Bloekton,  TattaaU.  lW 
cj,  and  Wation. 

Nats — Means.  AndeisMi,  Bloodwotth,  Brown,  Fm- 
ler,  Oreene,  HillhonM,  Langdon,  Msnhall,  Matliii,  and 

So  it  was  Seiolved,  That  this  bill  paas  with 
amendments. 

Mr.  Read,,  from  the  committee  to  whom  wa* 
referred  the  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, entitled  "  An  act  further  to  suspend 
the  commercial  intercourse  betwMn  the  United 
States  and  France,  and  the  dependeitcies  thereof, 
and  for  other  purposes,''  reported  amendmecta ; 
which  were  read. 

Ordered,  That  they  lie  for  consideration. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill  for  the  better  organizing  of  the  troops  of  the 
United  States,  and  tor  othe<  purposes;  and,  after 
progress, 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee 
who  reported  the  bill,  further  to  consider  and  re- 
port thereon  to  the  Senate. 

The  bill  giving  eventual  authority  to  the  Preai- 
deot  of  the  United  States  to  augment  the  Araf, 
was  read  the  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  ther^ 
of  be  poatponed  until  Tuesday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  tW 
hill  to  regulate  the  Medical  Establishment;  and^ 
after  progres^  the  further  consideration  thereot 
was  postponed. 

The  following  Message  was  received  fi-om  the 
PanatoBNT  or  the  United  States  t 
OmIUmen  of  the  Settate.md 

Gentlemen  of  ihe  IboKof  S^tretentatieee  .- 

I  have  received  a  tefoit  &oia  die  Diredoi  of  the 
Minton  the  state  of  the  buauteai  committed  to  hjf  an-    - 
periniendence,  and  a  ataiflDMnt  of  Ihe  coinage  (u*  the. 
Mint  of  the  United  States  far  the  jeai  1793,  wliich  it- 
proper  to  lav  befbie  Congnss. 

JOHN  ADAMS. 
SI,  1TB». 
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rsroAY.  February  1. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  tbe  ameod- 
ments  reported  Df  the  committee  to  wliom  was  re- 
ferred the  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
Btires,  entitled  "  An  act  further  to  suspend  the 
commercial  iatercourse  between  tbe  United  States 
■nd  France,  and  the  dependencies  thereof,  and  for 
other  puipMcs ;"  and  tbe  report  was,  in  part,  agreed 
to  J  and,  after  debate, 

Ordertd,  That  the  consideration  of  the  bill  be 
postponed. 

A  message  from  the  Honse  of  Representatires 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  hare  passed 
a  bill  entitled  "  An  act  to  alter  the  stamp  duties 
imposed  upon  foreign  bills  of  exchange  and  bills 
of  lading,  tiy  an  act  entitled  '  An  act  laying  du- 
ties on-  stamped  vellum,  parcbment,  and  paper  j' 
and  farther  to  amend  the  same;"  in  which  they 
ieaire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  brought  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
KOiatircs  was  read,  and  ordered  to  the  second 
reading. 

The  bill  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  "  An  act 
iag  effect  to  the  laws  of  the  United  Sutes  wi 
the  district  of  Tennessee,"  was  read  the  second 
lime,  and  referred  to  Messrs.  AHDEaaoN,  Llotd, 
and  Roes,  to  consider  and  report  thert)pn  to  the 
Senate. 

Monday,  February  4. 
•  WiLLiAV  Hill  Wbllb,  appointed  a  Senator  by 
the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Delaware,  in  place 
of  Joshua  Clayton,  deceased,  attended  j  and  bis 
credentials  being  read,  and  the  oath  required  by 
law  adminisiend  to  him,  be  took  bis  seat  in  the 
Senate. 

Ordered  That  the  committee  appointed  on  the 
Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  of 
the  S8lh  of  January  last,  be  instructed  lo  report 
by  bill. 

Ordtrtd,  That  the  petition  of  Daniel  Steyens, 
presented  to  the  Senate  on  the  28th  of  January 
tut,  be  referred  to  the  Secretary  for  the  Deparl- 
ment  of  the  Treasury,  to  report  thereon  to  the 
Senate. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  RepresentatiTcs,  en- 
titled "  An  act  further  to  suspend  the  commercial 
intercourse  between  the  United  Stales  and  France, 
and  the  dependencies  thereof,  and  for  other  pur- 
poies ;"  ana,  after  debate. 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  there- 
of be  postponed. 

TuESDAT,  February  5. 
*      H«i  OoonHDE,  from  the  committee  to  wh( 
was  referred  the  Message  of  the  President  of  I 
United  States,  of  the  38th  of  January  last, 
gether  with  the  copy  of  an  ArrCt  of  the  Directory 
of  the  French  Republic  of  the  29th  of  October 


1796.  reported  a  bill,  vetting  the  power  of  retalia- 
tion, in  certain  cases,  in  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  the 

cond  reading. 

Mr.  Roes,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 

insider  whether  any,  and  what,  amendment 
ought  to  be  made  in  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act 
providing  for  the  sale  of  the  lands  of  the  United 
States  in  the  Territory  Northwest  of  the  river 
Ohio,  and  above  the  month  of  Kentucky  river;" 
reported  a  bill  to  amend  the  same ;  waicb  waa 
read,  and  ordered  to  the  second  rea^ng. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tive*, entitled,  ''  An  act  to  alter  the  stamp  diUiea 
imposed  upon  foreign  bills  of  exchange  vaA  bills 
of  lading,  Dy  an  act  entitled,  'An  act  laying  du- 
ties on  stamped  vellum,  parchment,  and  pajper;' 
and  further  to  amend  the  aaine,"  was  re&d  the 
second  time,  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Bihoham, 
Rbao,  and  Sbdowick.  to  coiuider  and  report 
thereon  to  the  Senate. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed  the  sectHid  reading  of  die 
bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  en- 
titled "  An  act  further  to  suspend  the  ctHumercial 
intercourse  between  tbe  United  States  and  France, 
and  the  dependencies  thereof,  and  for  other  pnr- 

On  motion,  to  expunge  the  fourth  section  of  the 
bill,  amended  as  foUows: 

*■  SiE.  4.  Prondtd,  and  be  it  furtktr  enacted.  That 
at  any  time  lAer  the  ptaring  of  thia  act  it  ihall  ba  law- 
ful lor  the  PrMident  of  tbe  United  States,  if  he  shall  deem 
it  expedient  and  oODiiatent  with  the  interests  of  the  Uni- 
ted dtataa,  t?  hi*  oider  to  ranit  aad  disconlintM,  br 
the  time  Wng,  the  iMliMnts  and  prriubilion*  sfaresajd, 
either  widi  reapeet  to  the  Preneh  Ropabfici  or  to  ai^ 
island,  port,  or  place,  belonging  to  tha  aaid  RepnWc, 
with  which  ■  eommenaal  iuterootUM  may  saMy  bs  n- 
newed ;  and  also  to  revoke  mch  otder  whenever,  in  hi* 
opinioD,  tbe  interest  of  the  United  Stales  shall  raqoiie  ; 
uid  he  shali  bfl,  and  hnebj  ia,  aDthoiiied  lo  make  pro- 
damatioD  thereof  accoidingly  :" 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  10. 
nays  17,  as  follows: 

Yaii — Meaos.  Andenon,  Bloodworth,  Brown,  Otum, 
Langdon,  Muahall,  Maitin,  Maun,  Read,  and  Tatt- 
nall. 

NiiB — Messra.  Bingham,  Cbipman,  DaTmport,  Fos> 
ter,  Goodluw,  Oreene,  HiUhoDae,  Howard,  LiranBore, 
Lloyd,  Puna,  Row,  Sedgwick,  Btooktou,  Tncj,  Wat- 
•on,  and  Walla. 

On  motion,  to  expunge  the  fif^h  section  of  the 
bill,  as  fallows : 

"  Sac.  fi.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  Thai  it  aliall 
be  lawful  for  the  IVaaident  of  the  United  Suiea,  if  he 
diall  judge  it'eipedient^and  for  the  interest  of  the  Uni- 
tad  Stalea,  to  ime  a  piodamtfiau  fi>r  (UBMnding  and 
prohibiting  all  commercial  interconise  between  die 
United  Sutes  and  any  port  oi  place  in  the  West  In- 
dies, or  ebeirhere,  towtuch  diipeorTeaMUof  tbe  Uni- 
ted States,  captured  by  ships  of  war,  or  ptiTateers,  mA- 
ing  under  the  anthoii^,  oi  color  of  authority,  from  tbe 
French  RapoUic,  shall  be  allowed  to  be  aent  or  csnied, 
and  to  be  ueie  condemned  ai  sold.  And  mdk  prada- 
mation  ibsll  be  eflednal  to  prevent  the  departuie  of  any 
vessel  which  shall  not  conioim  thereto,  aflei  notice  of 
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dM  nme  at  the  officM  ol  the  MTetal  coUeeton  of  Ihi 
eoUeetioa  dutiicU  of  the  Unitod  State*;  and  from  and 
■ft«r  the  eipiralion  of  two  moutha,  or  any  longer  time 
which  atutll  be  tbeiein  eiprened,  shall  be  e£^lual  to 
pteTeat  th«  entry  of  uxj  tmuI  cOEning  from  the 
OT  ^kce  with  which  the  commereikl  intercoune  l_ 
be  thenbj  prohibited.  And  it  ihaU  abo  be  bwful  _.. 
the  Preddent  of  the  United  Statei  to  reroke  any  ineh 
pfodamation,  wheneTer,  in  hi*  opinion,  the  pnblie  in- 
tereat  may  require  the  aame:" 

It  was  determined  in  the  negHtire — yea^  10, 
nays  16,  as  follonts  : 

Tui — Vltma.  AnietWD.BhNNhroith,  Biawn,Oniui, 
Lan(d«n>  Handkall,Mu1iii,  Mtaon,  Read,  and  Tattnall. 

Niti* — H««nm.  Bingfaam,  Chipmaa,  DaTenport,  Foe- 
tec,  Ooadlma,  Gieena,  HiUboiue,  Howud,  Lirennore, 
Uoyd,  Faine,  Ro**.  Stockton,  Tran,  Wataon,  and 
WeUa. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  AnoBBeoN,  from  the  commiitee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  to  amend  an  act,  entitled 
"  An  act  giving  efiect  to  the  laws  of  the  United 
State,  within  the  district  of  Teimesaee,"  reported 
amendments. 

Ordered,  That  they  lie  for  consideration. 

The  VicB  Pbesidrmt  laid  before  the  Senate  the 
accoantof  James  Mathers,  their  Sergeanl-at-Arms, 
for  his  expense  and  trouUe  in  serving  the  process 
on  William  Blount,  impeached  for  high  crimes 
and  misdemeanors. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  Mcmie.  TB«cr, 
BiitoBAH,and  Read,  tocoasidet  and  report  theieon 
Xo  the  Senate. 

Mr.  BiNGBAM,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
lesentatiTes,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Qozxam,  Taylor,  and  Jones,  of  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia," reported  the  bill  without  amendment. 
.  Mr.  Tbacv  notified  the  Senate  that  he  should 
to-morrow  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  continua 
in  force  the  first  section  of  Ine  act,  passed  the  6ih 
of  May,  1796,  entitled  "An  act  makioe  further 
provision  relative  to  revenue  cutters;"  a  bill  to 
continue  in  force  the  fifth  section  of  the  act  enti- 
Ued  "Anactinadditionto  the  act,  entitled  'An  act 
to  establish  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  within 
the  United  States;"  and  a  bill  making  permanent 
appropriations  for  carrying  into  effect  the  treaty 
made  on  the  2d  of  October  last,  with  the  Chero- 
kee tribe  of  Indians. 

Mr.  Gdnm.  from  the  committee  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  bill  for  the  better  oiganiziag  the  troopsof 
the  United  Slates,  and  for  other  purposes,  reported 
amendments. 

Ordered,  That  they  lie  for  considetxtioti. 

WsoKEBnAT,  February  6. 


■mendmeuis  of  the  Senate,  to  the  bill  eolltled 
"  An  act  respecting  balances  reported  against  cer- 
tain Stale*  by  the  Commissioners  appointed  (o 
settle  the  accounts  between  the  United  States  and 
the  several  States,"  with  an  amendment  to  their 
fint  amendment;  in  which  ihey  desire  the  eon- 


cnrrenoe  of  the  Senate.  They  have  passed  a  bill 
entitled  "  An  act  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  '  An 
act  to  provide  for  the  valuation  of  the  lands  and 
dwelling  honses,  and  the  enumeration  of  slaves, 
within  the  United  States;"  in  which  they  desire 
the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  wis  read,  and  ordered 
to  a  second  reading. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  their 
amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  respect- 
ing balsnces  reported  against  certain  States,  by 
the  Commissioners  anointed  to  settle  the  ac- 
counts betweeen  the  United  States  and  the  several 
States." 

Retalzed,  Thai  ihey  ask  a  conference  ibeieon, 
and  that  Messrs.  Watbon  and  Sedgwick  be  man- 
agers at  the  name  on  the  part  of  the  Senste. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Represenia-' 

res,  entitled  "  An  act  further  to  suspend  the 
commercial  intercourse  between  the  United  States 
and  France,  and  the  dependencies  thereof,  and  for 
other  purjioses,"  was  read  a  third  time. 

On  motion  to  add  the  following  proviso  to  the 

Praaded,  That  a  notice  of  not  lea*  than  nineteen 
day*  of  the  opening  commerce  with  the  French  Repnb- 
^  "T  any  port  or  place  under  the  Gavemment  Ibereol^ 
ithoiity  of  thi*  act,  and  of  not  lea*  than  thirty  day* 
oi  the  revocation  of  any  aider  iHued  by  the  Piendenl^ 
by  virtue  of  this  act,  ahaU  be  given  :" 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  13, 
nays  15,  as  follows: 

YiAS — Messrs.  Andeiaon,  Blood  worth.  Brown,  Chip- 
man,  Onnn,  Langdon,  Livemiore,  Lloyd,  Manhall, 
Martin,  Heaon,  Bead,  and  Tattnall. 

Nai*— Meane.  Bingham,  Davenport,  Foeter,  Oood- 
hne,  Greene,  Hillhoiwe,  Latimer,  Paine,  Boas,  Sedg- 
wick, Stockton,  Tracy,  Watson,  and  Wells. 

On  motion  to  amend  the  motion,  to  be  read  as 
follows : 

"  Fravided,  That  notiea  shall  be  gnm,  of  not  lea* 
than  thirty  days,  of  the  revocation  of  any  order  iaoed 
by  the  Preaident,  by  virtue  of  this  act :" 

It  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  18, 
nays  10,  as  follows : 

Tiui — Messrs.  Bingham,  Chipman,  Davenport,  Foe- 
ter, Goodhue,  Greene,  HiUhoiue,  Howard,  Latimer, 
Livermore,  Lloyd,  Msnhall,  Paine,  Sedgwick,  Stockton, 
Tracy,  Walwin,  and  Welk. 

Naib — Mesar*.  Anderson,  Bloodworth,  Biown,L*ng> 
don,  Martin,  Maaon,  Read,  Bo**,  and  Tattnall. 

And,  on  the  question  to  agree  to  the  motion  thu* 
amended,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

And,  having  agreed  to  several  amendments  to 
the  bill,  the  question  on  the  final  pAs**^  thereof, 
as  amended,  it  was  determined  in  the  amrmativ ^— 
yeas  15,  nays  10,  as  follows: 

Nats — Meaars.  Bingham,  Chipman,  Davenport,  Foa- 
(er,  Goodhns,  Greene,  Hillhoiue,  Howard,  Latimer, 
Livermore,  Lloyd,  Paine,  Boae,  Sedgwick  Tracy,  Wat- 
son, and  Wells. 

Nats— M«Mn.  Anderaon,  Bloodworth,  Brown.Gunn, 
l..ngjnn,  Maiahall,  Martin,  MaMm,Rawl,  and  TattuO. 
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So  il  was  Jtetohed,  Thai  tiii*  bill  pass'with 
ameadmenis. 

Tbe  TicB  Pbebiden?  laid  before  the  Senate  a 
letter  from  the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of 
ih«  Treasury,  with  a  statemeot  of  roods  wares, 
and  merchandise,  exported  from  the  Coited  States 
during  one  year,  prior  to  the  Ist  day  of  October, 
1798 ;  which  were  read. 

Ordered,  That  they  lie  for  coasidentioD. 

Tb  una  DAT,  Pebroary  7. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  for 
'  the  better  organizing  of  the  troops  of  the  United 
States,  and  for  other  purposes;  and,  haTisg  agr«ed 
thereto,  and  further  amended  the  bill,  it  was  or- 
dered  to  a  third  readioe. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Repreaentatives 
informed  tne  Senate  that  they  agree  to  the  con- 
ference requested  by  the  Senate  on  the  subject' 
matter  of  the  ameadment  proposed  by  the  llouse 
of  Representatives  to  the  amendment  of  theSenate 
to  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  respecting  balances 
reported  a^inst  certain  Stales,  by  the  Commis- 
sioners appointed  to  settle  the  accounts  between 
the  United  States  sod  the  several  States,"  and 
have  appointed  managers  at  the  same  on  their 
pan. 

FatDAY,  February  S. 
The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives,  entitled  "An  act  to  amend  the  act  entitled 
'  An  act  providing  for  the  valuation  of  lands  and 
(hrelting-hoases,  and  the  enumeration  of  slaves, 
within  the  UtiUed  Siates,"  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Tract,  Roes,  and 
SEDomcK,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  to  the 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments reported  by  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill  to  amend  an  act,  eltlitled  "  An 
act  ^ving  e&ct  to  the  law*  of  the  United  States 
within  the  distriet  of  TenaeMee,  and  httvin^ 
ai^eed  thereto. 

Ordered.  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  OooOHDE,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the 
reimbursement  of  moneys  ezfiended  in  tendering 
aid  to  sick  and  destitute  American  seamen  in  for- 
eign countries,"  reported  amendments. 

Agreeably  to  notice  given  on  the  5th  instant, 
Mr.  Tbact  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  mak- 
ing appropriations  for  defrayidg  the  expenses 
wnlcb  may  arise  in  carrying  into  effect  certain 
treaties  between  the  United  States  and  several 
tribes  or  nations  of  Indians ;  which  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill  vesting  the  power  of  retaliation,  in 
certain  casqs,  in  the  President  of  the  United 
Statesj  was  read  the  second  irme,  and  ordered  to 
the  third  reading. 

The  bill  to  anetid  the  act;  entitled  ''  An  act 
pMviding  for  th«ral«  of  the  landa  of  die  United 


Siaus  in  the  Territory  Nonhwest  of  the  liver 
Ohio,  and  above  the  mouth  of  Kentucky  rivei^" 
was  read  (be  second  time;  and,  after  progress,]! 
wa*  ordered  that  iheAiither  consideration  thereirf' 
be  postponed. 

Saturbit,  February  B. 

Mr.  ScDfiviCK  notified  the  Senate  that  he 
should,  on  Monday,  ask  leave  to  bring  In  a  bill 
touehlng  the  tnode  of  mrrendering  a  aefendanl, 
who  has  been  held  to  special  bail  in  one  district, 
and  is  i^effwnrda  snreMed  in  «noiher. 

Mr.  BiiTQBaH  presented  tfce  petinoa  of  Jo)m 
Vaughaa.  irf'  PhiUd^ithia,  siMiDg  that  he  tad  re- 
ceived from  the  Hint,  in  the  yeCr  179S,  in  relimi 
for  bullion  deposited  (here,  n  certain  qaaniity  of 
silver,  below  the  standard  alloy,  and  praying  al- 
lowance for  the  deficiency ;  and  the  petition  -ns 

The  Senate  renmied  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  provid^ 
for  the  sale  of  the  lands  of  the  United  Steles  in 
the  Territory  Northwest  of  the  river  Ofaio,  tati 
above  the  mouth  of  Kentncby  river." 

On  motion,  to  strike  out  the  8th  seCtioti  of  the 
bai as  follows: 


of  the  UoHed  mates  NoDhweet  of  the  river  (ttio,  w 
their  hein  may  meeeed  to  dMm,  ab  iaUitato,  in  the 
■ame  manner  u  if  they  were  dtiuna;  and  thej  ta^ 
gnmt.  Mil,  md  denaa  the  sanie  to  whoa  ftej  m^ 
plBU«,  whether  citiieu  or  atieni;  tad  Aat  netdMrtk^, 
their  heirs,  nr  uugoa,  shall,  so  &r  ii  may  re^«et  iim 
said  tandi,  and  the  legal  remedias  inddent  tharato,  ba 


1  t be  affirmative— yea 


13, 


Ion,  Tracy,  Watson,  uid  Well*. 

Naii — Menrt.  AndeisMi,  Bingham,  Bloodwoi&, 
Bniwa,  Ounn,  Laagidon,  Livermore,  MwahaU,  Haaa% 
Sees,  and  TsUnidL 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representativei 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  regulate  the  collection 
of  duties  00  imports  and  tonnage,"  in  which  they 
desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 


Mono  AT,  February  11. 

Agreeably  to  notice,  Mr.  Sbuqwick  had  leave 
to  bring  in  a  bill  tonchins  the  mode  of  surrendei- 
ing  a  defendant  who  has  neen  held  to  special  hail 
in  one  district,  and  is  afterwards  arrested  in  an- 
other; which  was  read,  and  ordered  lolhe  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Watson,  from  the  managers  appointed  at 
the  conference,  on  the  disagreeing  votes  oi  the 
two  Houses  on  the  hill,  sent  from  the  House  of 
Representatives,  entitled  "  An  act  respeetiiw  bal- 
ances reported  against  eerlcin  States,  b;  the  Com- 
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miuionera  appoinied  to  settle  the  Bcconots  be- 
tween the  Uaited  Siatei  aad  the  several  States," 
repotted  tliHt  the  Senate  adhere  to  their  amend- 
ment disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Represeota- 
tives,  with  amendmeiits ;  and  the  report  was 
adoi^ed. 

The  bin,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tires,  entitled  "An  act  lo  regulate  the  coLlection 
<^  duties  on  imports  and  toonage,"  was  read  the 
fiist  aod  second  time,  and  relmed  to  Messrs. 
Oqodhds,  Read,  aad  WA-raoN,  to  consider  aad 
report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

The  bill  for  the  belter  organizing  the  troops  of 
the  Uoited  States,  and  for  other  purposes,  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  being  further  amended, 

Retolved,  That  this  bill  pass;  that  it  be  en- 
srossed  ;  and  that  the  title  thereof  be  "An  act  for 
the  better  orgaoizing  the  troops  of  the  United 
States,  and  for  other  purposes." 

Mr.  Greene,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
refeiivd  the  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
Mntatirc*,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jona- 
than Haskill,"  re  ported  the  bill  wit  houiamendmen  I, 

Mr.  Roas,  from  the  committee  lo  whom  it  war 
referred  to  consider  whether  any  division  or  othei 
alieraiiOD  ought  to  be  made  in  the  Qovernment  of 
the  Territory  Northwest  of  the  river  Ohio,  reported 
a  bill  to  reform  the  Superior  Court  of  the  Territo- 
ry of  the  United  States  Northwest  of  the  river 
Ohio ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  the  second 

Ordered,  That  the  bill  giving  eTentual  autho- 
rity to  the  President  of  Uie  United  States  to  aug- 
ment the  Army,  be  committed  to  the  committee 
-who  reported  the  bill. 

TuEBnAT,  February  13. 

The  Vice  Ehbbldent  laid  before  the  Senate  f 
letter  from  Samuel  Meredith,  Treasurer  of  ihi 
United  States,  with  his  account  of  receipts  and 
expenditures  in  the  Treasury  Department,  for  the 
quarter  ending  the  30th  September  last ;  which 
were  read. 

Ordered,  That  they  tie  on  Ble. 

The'  bill  touching  the  mode  of  surrendenng  a 
defendant,  whfl  has  tteen  held  to  special  bail  m  one 
district,  and  is  aftervrarda  arrested  in  another,  was 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  Messrs. 
Sedqwick,  Stockton,  and  Chipman,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

The  bill  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  "  An  act  giv- 
ing effect  lo  the  laws  of  the  United  States  within 
the  district  of  Tennessee,"  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed.  ,   .  „  . 

The  bill  lo  amend  the  act,  entitled  "  An  _-, 
providing  for  the  sale  of  the  lands  of  the  United 
States  in  the  Territory  Northwest  of  the  ri"— 
Ohio,  and  above  the  mouth  of  Kentucky  rivi 
lyas  read  tbe  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  vesting  th,e  power  of  retaliation, 
certain  cases,  in  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  was  read  the  third  time;  and,  beine 
amended,  the  question  on  the  final  passage  thereof 
■was  deUrmined  in  the  affirmative— yea*  23,  nays 
2',  as  followa. 


Davenport,  Foater,  Goodhue,  Greene,  Gunn,  Hi 
Latimer,  Livennors,  Lloyd,  Hanhall,  Martin,  Paine, 
Rom,  Sedgwick,  Stot^on,  Tattnall,  Tracy,  WatKin, 
and  WellL 

Nais — Meant.  Howard  and  Lsngdon. 
So  it  was  Beadved,  That  this  bill  pas^  that  it 
be  engrossed,  and  that  the  title  thereof  be  "An 

■ 'ng  the  ^wer  of  retaliation,  in  certain 

cases,  m  the  President  of  the  United  States." 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

informed  the  Senate  that  they  have  passed  a  bill, 

.titled  "  An  act  for  the  augmentation  of  the  Na- 

- ;"  a  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  authorizing  the  puf 

lase  of  timber  for  naval  purposes  ;"  and  a  dUL 

iiitled  "  An  act  authorizing  the  establishment  of 

docks;"  in  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of 

the  Senate. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  sectmd  reading  of  the 
bill  authorizing  the  acceptance,  from  ibe  State  of 
Connecticut,  of  a  cession  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
territory  west  of  Pennsylvania,  commonly  called 
tbe  Western  Reserve  of  Connecticut;  and,  after 
debate. 

Ordered,  That  the  further  eonsidetaticu  tbe)re- 
ol  be  postponed. 

WEUNEsnAY,.  February  13. 

The  Vice  pRBaiDENT  oommunieated  a  Icttet 
from  the  Executive  of  the  State  of  Virginia,  in 
answer  to  hia  of  the  24th  uliisM,  stating  that  ui 
appointment  to  Gil  the  vaeannr  in  the  Senate,  oe- 
caeioned  by  the  decease  oi^  Henry  TawwslL 
would,  probaUy,  be  deferred  to  the  meeting  of 
their  LcgtsUture. 

Mr.  GooDBDE,  from  tbe  oommittee  to  whoni 
was  referred  the  bill,  sent  from  tbe  Hottoe  of  Re>    . 
presentatives,  entitled  "An  act  to  regulate  the 
collection  of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,"  re- 
ported the  biU  without  amendment. 

The  bilL  sent  from  the  House  of  R^reaenta- 
lives,  entitW  "  An  act  for  the  augmehiatian  of 
the  Navy ;"  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  authoriKine 
the  purchase  of  timber  for  naval  purposes  j"  and 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  ant  authorizing  the  eaiab- 
lishment  of  docks ;"  were  sevenlly  read  the  firat 
time,  and,  by  unanimous  consent,  they  were  rend 
the  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  they  be  se?eraUy  reGerHd  to  thC' 
committee  ^pointed  the  I8tk  of  December  Insl, 
on  BO  much  of  the  Presidrait's  Speech  as  ralntea 
to  the  nav d  defence  of  the  United  States,  to  cout 
sider  and  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  lesiuned  the  second  reading  of  tke 
bill  authorizing  the  acoeptanee,  from  the  Sute  of- 
Connecticut,  of  a  cession  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
territory  west  of  Pennsylvania,  commonly  called 
the  Western  Reserve  of  Connecticut ;  and,  after 

Ottered,  That  the  farther  eonsideration  (hefeof 
be  postponed. 

THOBinAT,  F^rvary  li. 

Retolved,  That  the  committee  to  whom  waa 

referred  so  much  qf  the  President's  Speech  as  re- 
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tates  10  iiaTBl  defence,  be  directed  to  inquire  whe- 1 
ther  any,  and  what,  ameadments  may  be  Decessa- 
ty  to  the  act,  entitled  "  Ad  act  ia  addition  to  the 
act  more  effectually  to  protect  tbe  commerce  Bod 
coasts  of  the  United  States,-'  and  to  report  by  bill 
or  oth.erwise. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  readios  of  the 
l»lt  authoriziae  the  accepiaoce,  from  the  State  of 
Connecticut,  ot  a  ce&sion  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
lerritory  west  of  FenDwlTania,  commonly  called 
the  Western  Reserve  of  Connecticut. 

Ordertd,  That  it  be  recommitted,  together  with 
the  proposed  amendment,  to  Messrs.  Stockton, 
Tbact,  and  Ross,  further  to  coosidet  and  report 
thereon  to  the  Senate. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  they  have  passed  a  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  appropriating  a  ceriaia  sum  of 
money  to  defray  the  expense  of  holding  a  treaty 
or  treaties  with  the  Indjans;"  and  a  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Whi    "      *" 


reading. 

The  Beikate  proceeded  to  consider  tbe  amend-  : 
ments  reported  by  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Repre- ' 
sentatives.  entitled  ''An  act  to  authorize  the  re- 
imbarsement  of  moneys  expended  in  rendering 
■id  to  sick  and  destitute  American  seamen  in  for- 
«i(rn  countries ;"  and.  having  adopted  the  same,  the 
UR  was  orderml  to  tne  third  reading. 

Ordertd,  That  the  bill,  sent  fiam  the  House  of 
Representatives,  entitled  "  An  act  to  regulate  the 
collection  of  the  duties  on  imports  and  toiuiage," 
be  recommitted  to  the  same  committee  who  have 
before  had  it  under  their  consideration,  further  to 
consider  and  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  BiHOBAH  preiMited  the  ^tition  of  Samnel 
Walt,  merchant,  of  Philadelphia,  prayin|c  the  al- 
lowance of  drawback,  on  certain  goods  shipped  on 
board  the  ichooner  Ea^le;  although,  by  unaToid- 
aUe  accident,  the  proTisions  of  tbe  taw  were  not 
complied  with;  and  the  petition  was  read. 

(Mertd,  That  it  be  referred  to  Messrs,  Binqham, 
Watboh,  and  Davghpost,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon  to  the  Senate. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of 
Representatives,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Oazzam,  Taylor,  and  Jones,  of  the  city  of  Phila- 
ddphia."  be  recommitted  to  the  commilee  appoint- 
ed on  tne  petition  of  Samuel  Watt,  further  to  con- 
tider  and  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

On  motion,  it  was  arreed,  by  unanimous  con- 
MUt,  to  dispense  with  the  rule,  and  chat  the  bill, 
sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  entitled 
"  An  act  appropriating  a  certain  sum  of  money  to 
defi»y  the  expense  ot  holding  a  treaty  or  treaties 
with  the  Indians,"  be  now  read  the  second  time. 

Ordavd,  T^at  it  be  referred  to  Messrs.  Gunn, 
Roea,  and  Livebhohe,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon  to  the  Senate. 

Tbe  bill  making  appropriatians  for  defrayios 
the  expenses  which  may  arise  in  canyiog  into  ef- 
fect certain  treaties  between  the  Unilea  States 
k&d  several  tribes  or  nations  of  Indians,  was  read 


the  second  time  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Roea, 
GuNN,  and  Livermorb,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon  to  the  Senale- 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  coasidcr  the  report  of 
the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  sent 
from  the  House  of  Represenutives,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Jonathan  Haskill,"  and,  the 
report  being  adopted. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

Mr,  Tract,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  account  of  Jam^  Mathers,  reported  a 
hill,  allowing  James  Mathers  compensation  for 
services  done  for  the  United  States,  and  expenses 
incurred  in  rendering  said  services,  as  Ber^eanl- 
at-Arms  to  the  Senate ;  which  was  read  and  or- 
dered to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill  to  reform  the  Superior  Court  of  the 
Territory  of  the  United  States  Northwest  of  the 
Ohio,  was  read  the  second  time  and  ordered  to  the 
third  reading. 

Mr,  OoooHtJB.  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  recommittea  the  hill,  sent  from  the  House  of 
Representatives,  entitled  "  An  act  to  r^ulale  the 
collection  of  duties  on  imports,  and  tonnage,"  re- 
ported amendments ;  which  were  read  and  adopt- 
ed, and  the  bill  was  then  ordered  to  the  third 
reading. 

Fbii>av,  February  15. 

Mr.  BiNOHAM.  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 

recommitted  the  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Re- 

Eresentatives,  entitled ''An  act  for  the  relief  of 
lazzam,  Taylor,  and  Jones,  of  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia, reported  amendments  thereto;  which 
were  read  and  adopted,  and  the  bill  was  ordered 
to  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  GanH,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  sent  from  the  House  af  Represent- 
atives, entitled  "  An  act  appropriating  a  certaia 
sum  (u  money  to  defray  tbe  expense  of  holding  a. 
treaty  or  treaties  with  the  Indians,"  reported  the 
bill  without  amendment ;  which  was  read  and 
adopted,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third 
reading.  • 

Mr.  Ross,  from  the  committee  to  jvhom  was  re- 
ferred the  bill  making  appropriations  for  defray ing 
the  expenses  which  may  arise  in  canying  into  ef- 
fect certain  treaties  between  the  United  States  and 
several  tribes  or  nations  of  Indians,  repMted  the 
bill  without  amendment ;  which  was  adopted, 
,d  the  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 


Mr.  Mason,  presented  the  petition  of  William 
askerville,  of  Virginia,  praying  for  the  iniemosi- 
tion  of  Congress  in  his  behalf,  against  c 


processes  commenced  in  the  Federal  Court  for 
breaches  of  the  act  laying  duties  on  stamped  vel- 
lum, parchment,  and  paper ;  and  the  petition  was 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee 
appointed  on  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  alter  the 
Gtamp  duties  imposen  on  foreign  bills  of  exchange 
and  bills  of  laaing,  by  an  act,  entitled 'An  act 
laying  duties  on  stamped  vellnin,  parchment,  and 
paper,'  and  further  to  amend  the  samej"  to  con-' 
sider  and  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 
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Mr.  GuNN,  from  the  commiitee  to  whom  vis 
referred  ihe  bill  giTipic  eventual  authority  to  the 
Presideat  of  the  United  States  to  augment  the 
Army,  reported  amendmenta  thereto. 

Ordavd,  That  they  lie  for  coniideration. 

Mr.  Tracv,  from  the  commiitee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  autboiizjog  the  acceeptance, 
from  the  State  of  Connecticut,  of  a  cession  of  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  territory  west  of  FennsylTanio, 
commonly  called  the  Western  Reaerre  of  Con- 
necticut, tc^ether  with  the  amendments  proposed 
thereto,  reported  the  bill  without  amendmenta. 

Ordered,  That  it  lie  for  consideration. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  RepresentAtives, 
entitled  "  An  act  to  rezufaie  the  collection  of  du- 
ties on  imports  and  toAage,"  was  read  the  third 
titae. 

Rewltfed.'Thai  this  bill  pass  with  ameodments. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatires 
informed  the  Senate  that  they  hare  passed  a  bill, 
entitled"  An  act  to  establish  the  compensation  of 
the  officers  employed  in  the  collection  of  the  du- 
ties of  imports  and  tonnage,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses," and  a  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  fixing  the  pay 
of  thecaprains  and  commanders  of  shipo  and  res- 
gels  of  war  of  the  United  States ;"  in  which  they 
desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatires, 
entitled  "An  actio  authorize  the  reimbursement 
of  moneys  expended  in  rendering  aid  to  sick  and 
destiiude  American  seamen,  in  foreign  countries, 
was  read  a  third  time. 

Baolved,  That  this  billpasswith  anamendment. 

The  bill  to  reform  the  Superior  Court  of  the 
Territory  of  the  United  Stales  Northwest  of  the 
river  Ohio,  was  read  a  third  time. 

Ae«oIti«d, That  this  bill  pass;  that  itbeewossed; 
and  that  the  title  thereof  be  "An  act  to  reform  the 
Superior  Court  of  the  Territory  of  the  United 
State*  Northwest  of  the  riret  Ohia" 

Saturday,  February  16. 

Chables  F1NCXHB7,  elected  a  Senator  by  the 
Legislature  of  the  Bute  of  South  Carolina,  in 
place  of  John  Hiinter,  resigned,  produced  his  cre- 
dentials, and  the  oath  prescribed  by  law  being  ad- 
miniBtered  to  him,  he  took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

The  bill,  sent  front  the  House  of  RepresentaliTes, 
entiUed  "  An  act  to  establish,  the  compensations 
of  the  officers  employed  in  the  collection  of  the 
duties  of  imports  and  tonna^,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses," was  read  a  second  time,  and  referred  to 
Messrs  TaAC?,  OooDHue,  and  Crifmah,  to 
sider  and  report  thereon  to  thq  Senate. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
entitled  "  An  act  Sxing  the  pay  of  captains  and 
commanders  of  ships  and  vessels  of  war  of  tht 
United  States,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  re 
ferred  to  Messrs.  LANonoN,  Gcnh,  and  Bikohan, 
to  consider  and  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

The  bilL  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph 
Wheaton,"  was  resd  the  second  time,  and  refer- 
red to  Messrs.  Thacy,  AnDEBaon,  and  Wblls,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 


Mr.  Goonnnn,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  hill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, entitled  "  An  act  authorizing  the  es- 
tablishment of  docks,"  reported  the  bill  without 
amendment.  He  also  reported  the  bill,  sent  from 
the  House  of  Representatives,  entitled  "  An  act 
authorizing  the  purchase  of  timber  for  naval  pur- 
poses," witn  amendments. 

Ordertd,  That  these  reports  severally  lie  foi 
consideration. 

The  hill  allowing  James  Mathers  compensa- 
tiou  for  services  done  for  the  United  Slates,  and 
expenses  incurred  in  rendering  said  services,  aa 
Sergeant-at-Arms  to  the  Senate^,  was  read  the  sec- 
ond time,  and  ordered  to  the  third  reading. 

The  hill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Renresent*- 

res,  entitled  "  An  act  for.  the  relief  of  Jonathali 
Haskill,"  was  read  the  third  lime,  and  passed. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  R^epresentft- 

res.  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Gazzam, 
Taylor,  and  Jones,  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,*' 

IS  read  the  third  time. 

ReMlved,  Tluit  this  bill  pass  with  ameadmenls. 

The  bill,  making  appropriations  for  defraying 
the  expenses  which  may  arise  in  carrying  into  tt' 
feet  certain  treaties  between  the  UnitS  StatM 
and  several  tribes  or  nations  of  Indiana  was  read 
the  third  lime  ;  and,  the  blank  being  filled  up, 

BeaoliKd,  Ttiat  tnis  bill  pass;  that  it  be  en- 
grossed ;  and  that  the  title  thereof  be  "  An  act 
making  appropriations  for  defraying  the  expenses 
which  may  arise  in  carrying  into  effect  certain 
treaties  between  the  United  Slates  and  sevenl 
tribes  or  nations  of  Indians." 

The  bill,  sent  from  Ihe  House  of  Repreeent»- 
tives,  entitled  "An  act  appropriating  a  c  ' 
sum  of  .     .  -        .  - .    . 

ihUd'lime. 

Jletolved,  That  the  Senate  concur  in  this  bill. 

Mr.  Watbo!*,  from  the  committee  to  whom' 
was  refened  the  bill  sent  ^m  the  House  of  Re]K 
resentatives,  entitled  "  An  act  respecting  quann- 
tines  and  health  laws,"  reported  amendments. 

Ordered,  That  they  lie  for  consideration.     . 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments reported  by  the  committee  to  the  bill  giv- 
ing eventual  authority  to  the  President  of  the 
United  Stales  lo  augment  the  Arm^. 

On  motion,  to  agree  to  the  amendment  reported 
to  the  7th  section,  to  read  as  follows : 

••  Sic.  7.  Be  il  further  enieled.  That  it  ihiU  be 
taw(\il  fi)T  the  Prendeat  of  Ihe  United  Stalei  to  call  fbrtli 
and  emploj  the  said  volunteera  in  all  cise^  and  to  aF- 
feet  all  the  purposes  for  which  he  is  snthotited  to  caB 
Ibitfa  and  employ  ihe  militiB,  by  the  act,  Fnlttled  '  An 
•et  to  provide  for  the  calling  forth  the  militia  to  eiecnla 
the  law*  of  the  Union,  snpptcas  insunectians,  and  lepal 
invasions,  and  to  repeal  the  act  now  in  fctoe  fbr  then 

Il  passed  in  the  affirmative,  as  follows : 
TxAi — Meaars .  Binghun,  Chifman,  Fosttr,  Ooed- 
hne,   Greene,   Gunn,   Hovtud,  Laurance,   LiTaimor% 
Lloyd,  Marshall,  Paine,  Rma,  Sedgwick,  Tracy,  Wat- 
son, and  Walls. 
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Nat*  —  Hcnra.  Andsnon,  Bloodirodh,  Langdon, 
Mutin,  Muon,  Pinckney,  uid  TatlDill. 

And  the  bill  being  further  amended,  agreeably 
10  the  report  of  the  coiomitiee,  it  was  ordered  to 
^e  third  readiDg,  as  amended. 

The  VicB  President  communicated  to  the 
Senate  a  report  from  the  Secretary  for  the  De- 

Srtment  of  Treasury,  with  a  letter  from  the 
imptroUer,  together  with  an  abstract,  reqoired 
by  (he  4ih  section  of  the  act,  entitled  "Ad  act  re- 
lative to  the  compensations  of  certain  officers  em- 
))Ioyed  in  the  coDectioa  of  the  duties  of  imports 
and  lonnaeejpasaed  the  14th  February,  1795." 
Ordered,  That  they  lie  on  file. 


MoHOAT,  February  18. 

The  bill  allowing  James  Mathers  compensa- 
tion for  services  done  for  the  Uailed  States,  and 
Mtpenses  incurred  in  rendering  said  services,  as 
Sergeant-al'Anns  to  the  Senate,  was  read  the 
third  lime,  and  passed. 

Mr.  SfiDGWicc  notified  the  Senate  that  he 
■konld,  to-morrow,  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to 
augment  the  salaries  of  the  principal  officers  of  the 
Executive  Depaitmenis. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  teadinc  of  the 
IhU,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  en- 
tilled  "An  act  authorizing  the  establishment  of 
dooks." 

Ordered,  That  it  pttss  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
MMuts  reported  Dy  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
stBtBtives,  entitled  "  An  act  suthorizing  the  pur- 
•lUse  of  timber  for  naval  purposes ;"  and,  having 
■doMed  the  amendments, 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  read- 
ing, as  amended. 

Hr.  Tracy,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
acferred  the  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
•CBiativeB,  entitled  "  An  set  to  amend  the  act,  en- 
iiAed  'An  act  providing  for  the  valuation  of  lands 
and  dwdlitur-honse«,8ad  theennmeration  of  slaves 
within  the  Uniled  Statei,"  reported  amendments 
tlMreto,  which  were  read. 

Ordered,  That  they  lie  for  consideratitHi. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments reported  by  the  committee  to  whom  was 
nferred  the  bilL  sent  from  the  House  of  Rejw^- 
tentatives,  entitled  "  An  act  respecting  quaran- 
tioes  and  health  laws ;"  which  were  adopted. 

Ordered,  ThM  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  read- 
1^.  as  amended. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
IflTormed  the  Senate  that  ibey  have  passed  a  IhU, 

Stilled  ''An  aol  auihorizLng  the  discharge  of 
Ann  Sturgeon  from  his  present  eonfiDement," 
and.  a  bill,  enlilled  "  An  aoi  ^oviding  compcnsa- 
lion  for  the  marshals,  clerks,  attorneys.  J u lore,  and 
witnesses,  in  the  courts  of  the  United  States,  and 
to  repeal  certain  parts  of  the  acts  therein  men- 


T h«  biUa  last  mentioned  were  by  unanimoua 


convent  read  Lhj  second  time,  and  referred  to 
Messrs.  Tbacv,  Stocktok,  and  Paine,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatiree,  en- 
titled "  An  act  for  the  augmentation  of  the 
Navy." 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  third  rea^i^. 

Hr.  CHiriMAN  notified  the  Senate,  that  he  should, 
vmorrow,  ask  leave  to  bting  in  a  bill  for  the  al- 
iration  of  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  giving  effect 
I  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  within  the  Slate 
of  Vermont." 

On  motion,  it  was  aereed,  by  unanimous  emt- 
-.nt,  to  dispense  with  the^ule,  and  that  the  bill, 
sent  from  tne  House  of  Representatives^  entitled 
"An  act  authorizing  the  discbarge  of  Robert 
Sturgeon  from  his  present  confinement,"  be  now 
read  the  second  time. 

Ordered,  Thet  it  be  referred  to  Messrs.  Tracy, 
Lloyd,  and  Wellb,  to  consider  end  report  thereon 

the  Senate. 

Mr.  Andebson  presented  the  petition  of  Paul 
McDermot,  praying  Congress  to  authorize  the 
settlement  of  his  accounts,  as  Paymaster  to  a  pan 
of  the  troops,  who  served  in  the  year  1794,  against 
the  insurgenis,  the  loss  of  his  vouchers  notwith- 
standing; end  the  petition  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  toMesirs.  Anoek- 
lON,  Tbacy,  and  BLoonwoRTn,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

Ur.  Reao  noltfted  the  Senate,  that  he  shonldi 
to-morrow,  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  amend 
the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  respecting  fugiiivee  from 
justice  and  persons  escaping  from  the  service  of 

The  bill  giving  eventual  authority  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  to  augment  the  Armr, 
was  read  the  third  time  ;  and  the  blanks  beingfiUr 
ed  up,  the  question  on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill 
was  determined  in  the  affirmatiTe — yeas  21,  nays 
6,  Bs  follows : 

YiAj — Mean.  Bingham,  CUodbb,  Davenportf 
Foster,  Ooodhue,  Greene,  Qimn,  Hillbouw,  Howaid> 
Lutra&ee,  Livsnore.  LInd,  Maiehall,  Feme,  Read, 
Roes,  Sedgwick,  B»oekiaa,Tnej,  Watxin,  sni  WeUa. 

Nat*— HeHTS.  Andanon,  Bloodworth,  LanfdoD, 
Mutin,  MsMB,  and  TrttnelL 

So  it  was,  Reaotved,  That  this  bill  pass ;  that  it 
be  engrossed;  and  that  the  title  thereof  be  "An 
act  sivine  eventual  authority  to  the  President  of 
the  United  Stales  to  augment  the  Army." 

Mr.  Reao  presented  the  memorial  of  Lewis 
Qaranger,  in  his  oitn  nameaiid  that  of  his  brother 
Charles  Oaranger,  concerning  military  eaiahlish- 
ments,  fire-arms,  and  ammunition ;   which   was 

Ordered,  That  it  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Tracy  notified  the  Senate  that  he  xlioal4> 
to-morrow,  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  ihe  re- 
lief of  Reuben  Smith  and  Nathan  Strong,  and  «f 
Peter  Aupoiz. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  the  consideratioB 
of  Executive  business. 
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Tdsbdat,  Februuy  19. 

A^ree&Uy  to  notice  given  y eslerday,  Mr.  Seoo- 
WICK  bul  leave  to  brioK  in  a  bill  to  Bunoeat  the 
sftlaries  of  the  priacipu  officen  of  the  EzeoutLTe 
Depattmenta ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  lo  a 
second  reading. 

The  Senate,  resumed  the  seoood  Teading  of  the 
hill  to  regulate  the  Mediwl  Department. 

Ortfered,  That  it  be  referred  to  Uesut.  Lati- 
lUB,  LAuaAMOB.  imd  Ounm,  to  consider  and  re- 
port thereon  lo  the  Beoate. 

The  biO,  sent  from  the  Bxnat  of  He|»ts«Ua.- 
Itiaa,  entitled  "  An  act  authorizing  the  pnTcbaie 
.of  timber  for  tiaral  parposes,"  was  read  the  thisd 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 

The  bill,  sent  fiom  the  House  of  Bcpresenta- 
tiTes,  entitled  ^An  act  for  the  augmentatian  of 
tliB  Navy,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bilL  sent  from  the  Housn  of  Represeata' 
tiTss,  entitled  "An  act  anthorizing  theatablish- 
m«nt  of  docks,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
ttTes,  entitled  "An  act  respecting  quaraniines  and 
health  laws,"-  was  read  a  toird  time,  as  amended. 

Ordered,  That  the  farther  coasideraiion  thereof 
be  postponed. 

The  Senate  prooaeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
meats  reported  by  the  committee  to  whom 


the  State  of  Connecticut,  of  a  cession  of  the  juris- 
dictioo  of  the  territory  west  of  Pennsylvania, 
com.monly  called  the  Western  Reserve  of  Con- 
it ;  and,  after  debate,  adjourned. 


Wbdrbspay,  Fetnary  80. 

Agreeably  to  notice  Kiven,  Mr.  Chiphan  had 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  tor  the  alteration  of  an  act, 
entitled  ''  An  act  giving  effect  to  the  laws  of  the 
United  States  within  the  State  of  Venaont;" 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  SEnawick,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
-ffras  referred  the  bill  touching  the  mode  of  surrea- 
dering  a  defendant  who  had  oeeo  held  to  special 
bail  in  one  district  and  is  afterwards  arrested  in 
ftnolher,  reported  amendments  thereto;  which 
-were  read. 

Ordered,  That  they  lie  for  coasidnation. 

The  bill  to  angment  thesalaijesaf  the  principal 
gfficers  of  the  Kxecutive  Departmeuis  was  read 
the  second  time,  asd  referred  to  Messrs.  Sbdo- 
vricc,  BiKauAU,  atkd  Aihibrbon,  (o  consider  and 
report  there,oo  to  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  third  reading  of  the 
HIL,  sent  from  the  House  of  Represontativea,  en- 
titled "  An  act  respecting  quataatines  and  health 
laws;"  and,  having  agreed  to  a  further  amcnd- 
mcat, 

Retohed,  That  this  hill  pass  with  amendments. 

Mr.  Tbact,  from  the  oommittee  to  whom  was 
mf«nred  the  bill  vent  from  the  House  of  Rep«- 
MDtativea,  aatitled  "  As  act  providing  compensa- 
tii»a  for  th«miirslLals,  derks,  attorneys,  jurors,  «nd 


witaeaees,  in  the  Gouria  of  the  United  Slates,  and 
to  repeal  certain  parts  of  the  acts  therein  men' 
tioned,  and  for  other  purposes/'  reported  atrtend- 
ments  thereto;  which  were  read. 

Ordered,  That  they  lie  for  constde ration. 

A  mes:iaae  from  the  House  of  Represeniaiivea 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  lo  regulate  and  fix  the 
oompiensation  of  clerhs,".  in  which  they  desire  the 
concurrence  of  ibe  Senate. 

TIm  bill  was  read,  and.  by  a 
it  was  read  the  second  time. 

Ordertd,  That  it  be  referred  ti 
LLOvn,  and  Livebmose,  to  con 
thereon  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  LAHonON,  from  the  c 
was  referred  the  bill,  seat  from  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives, entitled  '*  An  act  fixing  the  pay  of 
the  captains  aA  commanders  of  ships  and  vessels 
of  war  of  the  United  States,"  reported  the  bill 
~ithout  amendment. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill  authorizing  the  acceptance,  from  the  State  of 
Coanecticut  of  a  cession  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the 


1  Messrs.  Taxcv, 
isider  and  report 


territory  weal  of  Pennsylvania,  commonly  called 
the  Western  Reserve  of  C  "      *" 

debate. 


the  Western  Reserve  of  Connecticut ;  and,  after 


Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  there- 
of be  postponed. 

Tbussoat,  February  21. 

Mr.  GooDBiTBj  from  the  committee  to  whnn 

was  referred  the  inquiry  whether  any,  and  what, 

amendments  may  be  necessary  to  the  act,  entitled 

"  An  act  in  addition  to  the  act  more  effectuallj'  to 

and  coasts  of  the  Uuted 


Slates,"  reported  a  bill  concerning  French  citi- 
zens thai  have  been,  or  may  be,  captured  and 
brought  into  the  United  States,  which  was  read, 
and  Ordered  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Vice  PaEeiDEitT  laid  before  the  Senate  a 
report,  signed  Arthur  St.  Clait,  Qovernor  of  the 
Norihwesiern  Territory,  on  the  subject  of  the 
western  lanijs,  in  obedience  lo  the  resolution  of 
the  Senate  of  the  6th  of  March  last ;  ajid  i^e  rer 
port  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  it  lie  for  consideration. 

Tl^e  bill,  sent  &om  the  House  of  Repreeenia- 
tiv«,  entitled  ''  Aa  aal  fixing  tlw  pay  of  the  cap- 
tains and  coauiwnderG  of  stu^^  ana  vessels  of  war 
of  the  United  Statetf"  was  resid  the  third  lima  and 
pMAed- 

The  bill  for  the  alianiiun  (tf  an  aei,  entitled 
"  An  act  givisg  ^bct  to  the  laws  of  the  Uutad 
States  within  the  Saiie  of  Vetmoot,"  was  read 
th»  secoiid  tima. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amettd- 
raents  tmortml  k^  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  uoead  the 
•At.  entitled  '  An  act  to  provide,  fui  the  valuation 
of  Wds  and  dw«llio^w>UH«,  and  ibe  e 


illiit»«M)H«,  aj 
kin  uie  UniMd 


lioat^slavebiritkiaUie  UsiUd  Statei}"  ntbish 
adopted. 
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Orcfemi,  That  this  bill  pus  to  ihe  third  read- 
ing, as  Bmeoded. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  readies  of  the 
bill  authorizing  the  aeceplance,  from  tbe  State  of 
Connecticat,  of  a  cession  of  the  jurisdiction  of  tbe 
territory  west  of  Pennsylvania,  commonly  called 
the  Western  Reaerre  of  CoDneclicut ;  and,  after 
progress, 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  thereof 
be  postponed. 

Mr.  LATtKBB.  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the'  bill  to  reKulate  tbe  Medical  De- 
partment, reported  amendments  thereto ;  which 

Ordered,  That  they  lie  for  eonsiderfttion. 

Fbiuat,  February  82. 
^The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, entitled  "  An  act  to  amend  tbe  act,  entitled 
*  An  act  to  proride  for  the  vatuation  of  lands  and 
dwetline- bouses,  and  the  enumeration  of  slaves, 
within  tne  United  States."  was  read  the  third  time. 

Retolved,  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 

Mr.  Tract,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bUl  sent  from  tbe  House  of  Repre- 
Eentatives,  entitled  '*  An  act  to  establish  the  com- 
pensations of  the  officers  employed  in  the  collec- 
tion of  the  duties  of  imports  and  tonnage,  and  for 
other  purposes,"  reported  the  bill  without  amend- 
ment. 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  thereof  be 
postponed. 

Tne  bill  concemtng  French  citizens  that  hare 
beeb,  or  may  be,  captured  and  broUj^ht  into  the 
United  States,  was  read  tbe  second  time. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed  the  second  readina  of  the 
bill  authoriziD{{  the  acceptance^  from  tbe  Slate  of 
Connecticut,  of  a  cession  of  jurisdiction  of  the 
territory  west  of  Pennsylvania,  commonly  called 
Ae  Western  Reserve  ot  CoDoealicut. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  said  amend- 
ment, reported  by  the  committee,  as  follows:. 

"  Bec.  1.  Bt  it  enacted  bj/  the  Senate  and  Hmue  of 
lUprttealatitie*  of  the  United  Slatet  of  America  in 
Congrat  auembUd,  That  the  PrendenI  of  the  United 
States  be,  snd  he  hereby  is,  authorized  to  execute  and 
delirer,  in  tbe  DUne  and  behalf  of  the  United  States, 
to  the  Oovemar  of  the  State  of  Connecticut  for  the  time 
being,  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  parchaiers,  their 
hein,  and  aaaigns,  a  good  and  sufRdenl  deed  of  release, 
whereby  all  the  rifht.  titte,  interest,  and  estate,  of  tbe 
United  Butes,  to  all  that  tnct  of  land  lying  west  of 
tbe  weet  line  of  Peimsjlrania,  and  etaimed  by  that 
Slate,  and  sold,  on  die  Id  day  of  Beplember,  I79B,  bj 
the  State  of  Connetstieat,  to  certain  parehaaers  known 
by  the  oanie  of  the  Conaacticiit  Land  Company,  ihall 
Im  Mieaeed  and  conTsyed,  as  afbnmid,  to  the  said  Qo*- 
enwr  <^  ConnacticDt,  and  his  succeaon  in  said  office 
foierer,  for  the  porpoae  of  quieting  the  nid  parefaaMCf 


It  ma  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  17, 
utys  B,  as  fallows : 

Tiis— Mewra.  CUpman,  Dafvnport,  F«rter,  fJood- 
bne,  Greene,  Onnn,  Hillboiue,  Howard,  Latimer,  Lt- 
vemiiRe,  Uoyd,  M^ahall,  PaiiM,  Read,  Sedgwick 
Stockton,  and  Tracy. 


NxTS— Messrs.  Bingham,  Bkndworth,  Langdom, 
Laurence,  Martin,  Pinckney,  Roes,  snd  WatKm. 

And  having  agreed  to  the  other  amendments  re- 
ported by  the  committee,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  bill  pass  to  the  third  reading 
as  amended. 

A  message  from  the  HoDse  of  Representntirea 
informed  the  Senate  [hat  it  has  passed  a  bill,  en- 
titled "  An  act  to  grant  an  additional  compenn- 
lioQ  for  the  year  one  ihonsand  seven  hnndred  and 
ninety-nine,  to  certain  officere  of  the  Senate  and 
House  of  RepresentatiTee  of  the  United  States," 
in  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Sen- 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  tbe  second  rending. 

Mr.  BiNonAH,  from  the  committee  to  whom  wai 
referred  the  bill,  sent  from  the  Hotise  of  Repic- 
sentativcs,  entitled  "  An  act  to  alter  the  stamp 
duties  imposed  upon  foreign  bills  of  ezchangeand 
bills  of  lading,  by  an  act,  entitled  '  An  act  utying 
duties  on  stamped  velJum,  parchment,  and  P>P^? 
and  further  to  amend  the  same,"  reported  tne  biU 
without  amendment ;  and  the  report  was  adopted. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments reported  by  tbe  commiltee,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill  to  regulate  the  Medical  Depart- 
ment; and,  baving  agreed  to  the  report,  the  bill 
was  ordered  to  the  third  reading. 

Ordered,  Tbat  Mr.  Stocetom  be  added  to  the 
committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  to  aug- 
ment the  salaries  of  the  principal  officers  of  the 
Executive  Departments. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill 
totiching  the  mode  of  surrendering  a  defendant 
who  has  been  held  to  ipeoiaL  bail  in  one  district, 
and  is  afterwards  arrested  in  another ;  and,  hav- 
iag  agreed  to  the  report, 

Ordered.  That  the  bill  pass  to  a  third  reading 
as  amended. 

Mr.  Sedqwick,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  to  augment  the  salaries  of  the 
principal  officers  of  the  Eiecutice  Departmoita, 
reported  amendnieats  thereto;  which  were  read. 

Ordered,  Tbat  they  lie  for  consideration. 

Satdsdat,  February  23. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Represents- 
tires,  entitled  ''An  act  to  grant  an  additiottal 
compensation  for  tbe  year  one  thousand  sev^ 
hundred  and  ninety-nine,  to  certain  officers  of  the 
Senate  and  House  of  Representatirea  of  the  Unt 
ted  States  "  was  read  the  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  Messrs.  Liteb- 
HOBB,  Paine,  and  Wellb,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon  to  the  Senate, 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Repreaentatrref 
informed  tbe  Senate  that  the  House  hare  p*sMd 
a  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  making  appropriations  for 
the  support  of  GoTernmenl  for  Ihe  year  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  ninety-uine ;"  and  a  bilL 
entitled  "An  act  making  apfffoprianons  f<w  the 
support  of  the  Military  Bstabhsbment,  for  die 
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year  ooe  thousand  seven  hundred  and  nineiy' 
Dine;"  in  which  ihey  desire  the  concurrence  of 
the  Senate. 

The  bilU  last  mentioned  were  read,  and  ordered 
to  a  tecond  reading. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  oitl  to 
augment  the  salaries  of  the  principal  officers  of 
the  Execntive  Departments,  which  was  adopted ; 

The  question  to  agree  to  the  third  reading  of 
the  bill  u  amended,  was  determined  in  the  affirm- 
ative— yeas  22,  nays  3,  as  follows : 

YsxB — Menn.  Bingham,  Bloodworth,  Chipman, 
SaTCDport,  Foster,  Goodhae,  Greene,  HillhooM,  How- 
ard, Lanrsnee,  Lloyd,  ManhsU,  Martin,  Paine,  Pinck- 
ne;.  Read,  Sedgwick,  Stockton,  Tattnall,  Traej,  Wat- 
son, and  Wella. 

Kits — Meana.  Langdon,  Livennore,  and  Matwi. 

So  it  was,  Reaotved,  That  this  bill  pass  to  the 
third  reading  as  amended. 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed,  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, to  dispense  with  me  rule,  and  that  the  bills 
last  brought  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
be  now  severally  read  the  second  lime. 

Ordered,  That  they  be  seyeraliy  referred  to 
Messrs.  Tract,  Paike,  and  Llovo,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  acceptance,  from  the 
State  of  Connecticut,  of  a  cession  of  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  territory  west  of  Bennsylvania,  com- 
monly called  the  Western  Reserve  of  Connecti- 
CDt,  was  read  the  third  time. 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  thereof 
be  postponed  until  Monday  next. 

The  bill  to  regulate  the  Medical  Establishn 
was  read  the  third  time,  and  further  amended. 


Monday,  Februarjr  25. 

Mr.  Tract,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentative;!,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jo- 
seph Wheaton,"  reported  the  bill  without  amend- 
ment, aod  the  report  was  adopted. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  third  reading  of  the 
bill  to  regulate  the  Medical  Establishment. 

ReMolved,  That  this  bill  pass;  that  it  be  en- 
grossed ;  and  that  the  title  thereof  be  "  An  act  to 
resulale  the  Medic^  Department." 

The  bill,  sent  fi«m  t&e  H<mse  of  Representa- 
tives, entitled  "An  act  to  alter  the  stamp  duties 
imposed  upon  foreign  bills  of  exchange  and  bilk 
of  lading,  by  an  act,  entitled  'Abact  laying  du- 
ties on  stamped  vellum,  parchment,  and  paper ;' 
and  further  to  amend  the  same,"  was  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  touching  the  m6de  of  surrendering  a 
defendant  who  has  been  held  to  special  bail  in  one 
district,  and  is  afienvards  arrested  in  another,  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  further  amended. 

RemAved,  That  this  bill  pass ;  that  it  be  engross- 
ed }  and  that  the  title  thereof  be  "  An  act  orovid- 
ing  for  the  security  of  bail  in  certain  eases." 

Mr.  LivBRHoaa,  from  the  committee  to  whom 


wau  referred  the  hill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, entitled  "  Ad  act  to  grant  an  addi- 
tional compepsation,  for  the  year  ooe  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-nine,  to  certain  officers 
of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  United  States,"  reported  amendmenls. 

A  message  from  th^House  of  Representatives 
informed  ine  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  erect  a  beacon  on  Boon 
Islaod ;"  and  a  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  forthegov- 
emment  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States  i*  in 
which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read,  and,  by  unan-, 

lous  consent,  it  was  read  the  second  time,  and 

referred  toMessrs.QoonHOE,BiNOHAM, and  Wat- 
son, to  consider  and  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, entitled  "  An  act  to  erect  a  beacon  on  Boon 
Island  was  read,  and,  by  unanimous  consent,  it 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  Messrs. 
Gooi{HUG,  Greene,  and  Lakodon,  to  consider  and 
)rt  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

_'he  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  sent 
from theHouseof  Representatives, entitled  "Ad  act 
providing  compensation  for  the  marshals,  clerkiL 
aitoroeys,  jurors,  and  witnesses,  in  the  Courts  of 
the  United  Slates,  and  to  repeal  certain  parts  of 
the  acts  therein  mentioned,  and  for  other  purpo- 
ses ;"  and  having  agreed  thereto, 

Ordered^  That  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  reading 
as  amended. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  third  reading  of  the 
bill,  authorizing  the  acceptance,  from  the  State  of 
Connecticut,  of  a  cession  of  jurisdiction  of  the 
territory  west  of  Pennsylvania,  commonly  called 
the  Western  Reserve  of  Connecticut;  and  the 
question  on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  was  deter- 
mined in  the  affirmative— yeas  16,  nays  12,  as  fol- 

Yeab — Maaars.  Chipnan,  Davenport,  Foster,  Qood- 
hae,  Greene,  Guim,  HlllbouBB,  Livcnnote,  Lloyd,  Mar- 
shall, V^at,  Bead,  Sedffwick,  Stockton,  Trac;,  Aid 
WbUi. 


-Mas 


I,  Bingham,  Bloodworth,  Biiawn,  Bow- 


N*i_     .  „    .   .  ... 

ard,   Langdon,   Latimer,  Laurancs,  Martin,    Masons 
Pincknsy,  RoM,  and  Wataon. 

So  it  was  RtMolved,  That  this  bill  paas ;  that  if 
heeugrossed;  and  that  the  title  thereof  be  "An 
act  cODcemins  the  territory  west  of  Pennsylvania, 
commonly  called  the  Western  Reserve  of  Con- 
necticut." 

The  bill  toatument  the  salaries  of  the  prinoipal 
officers  of  the  Executive  Departments  was  read 
the  third  time;  and  the  question  on  the  final  pas- 
sage of  the  bill  was  determined  in  the  affimoativft' 
—yeas  23,  nays  2,  as  follows  t 

TiAa— Meanra.  Bmgbun,  Bloodworth,  Chipqan, 
Davenport,  Foater.  Goodhae,  Greene,  Gniin,  Hill- 
houie,  Howard,  Latinier,  Laarance,  Lloyd,  Martin; 
Paine.  Pinckney,  Read,  Sedgwidc,  Stockton,  Tattnall, 
Tracy,  WalMU,  and  Wella. 

Nais— Heaank  Limuare  and  Maaon. 

So  it'was  Retolved,  That  this  bill  pass ;  that  it 
be  engrossed;  and  that  the  title  thereof  be  "An 
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act  to  augment  the  salaries  of  ibe  officers  therein 
mentioned." 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  or  the 
bill  for  lite  alteration  of  an  act,  entitled  "  An  act 
giving  effect  to  the  laws  of  the  United  States 
within  the  State  of  Verm  oat. 


ments  leoorted  by  the  committee  to  whom  was 
leferted  the  bill,  neat  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
■entaiiTes,  entitled  "An  act  to  grant  additional 
compensation,  for  the  year  one  ibonsand  seren 
hunared  and  ninety-nine,  to  certain  of&cers  of  the 
Senate  and  House  of  Represeoiatives  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  i"  and,  having  adopted  the  amend- 
ments 

'  Ordered.  That  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  reading, 
u  amendea. 

The  second  reading  of  the  bill  conceioiDg 
French  citizens  that  have  been,  or  may  be,  eaplur- 
ti  and  brought  into  the  United  States,  was  le- 
inmed,  and  it  was  agreed  that  this  bill  pass  to  the 
third  reading. 

TosanAy,  Febniaij  36. 

The  petition  of  Joae^  Wheaioo,  Sergeant-at- 
Atms  to  the  House  of  Represent ative«,  was  [ire- 
sented  and  read,  preying  additional  compensation 
for  his  services. 

Ordered,  That  it  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  en- 
titled  "An  act  for  the  rehef  of  Joseph  Wheaton  ;" 
and  the  question  on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill 
was  determined  in  the  negative. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Repretenta- 
tives,  entitled  "An  act  providing  compensation  for 
the  marshals,  clerks,  attorneys,  jurors,  and  wit- 
nesses, in  the'Courls  of  the  United  Slates,  and  to 
repeal  certain  parts  of  the  acts  therein  mentioned, 
and  for  other  imrposes,"  wvs  read  the  third  time. 

^aolved,  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 

The  bill,  fbr  the  alteration  of  an  act,  entitled 
"An  act  giving  effect  to  the  laws  of  the  United 
States  wiHiin  the  State  of  Vermont,"  was  read  the 
ttird  time,  and  amended. 

Seiolved,  That  this  bill  pass ;  that  it  be  engross- 
aj ;  and  that  the  title  thereof  be  "  Aa  act  altering 
tlu  time  of  hdding  the  District  Court  in  Ver- 
mont" 

The  bill  egnoerning  French  citizens  that  have 
been,  or  may  be,  captured  and  brought  into  the 
|lBa«d  States,  was  nad  the  (bird  time,  and 
paased. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Represenla- 
tires,  entilJied  "  An  act  to  grant  an  additional  com- 
pensation, for  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
ared aod  niaf^y-ainft  to  certain  officers  of  the  Sen- 
Ht!  fiui  House  of  Reptesentailvea  of  the  United 
^t«i^"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Jit«w(ve4)  Titat  lh»  bill  pass  witb  anamend' 
meot. 

The  Senata  mraiaad  the  sm«b4  readitig  of  the 
bill,  KDi  ban  the  House  of  Rnpiesenia  lives,  en- 
f^^d  "  An  ant  to  establish  the  comjiensations  of 


the  officers  employed  in  the  collection  of  the  du- 
ties of  imports  and  tonnage,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses ;"  and,  having  agreed  to  sundry  smendments, 

Ordered,  That  it  pass  to  the  third  reading,  as 
amended. 

Mr.  GoonBUE,  from  the  committee  (o  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, entitled  "  An  act  for  the  government 
of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States,"  reported  it 
with  an  amendment. 

Ordered,  That  it  pass  to  the  third  reading,  as 
amended. 

Ws«wi8»AT,  febcuary  27. 

Mr.  GoonniTE,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  ihe  bill  sent  from  the  House  of 
Representatives,  entitled  "An  act  to  erect  a  bea-' 
con  on  Boon  Island"  reported  the  bill  without 
amendment,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  the  third 
reading. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, entitled  "An  act 'for  the  government  of  the 
Navy  of  the  United  States,"  was  read  the  third 

Rstolved,  Thatthisbillpasswithanamendment. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of- Representa- 
tives, entitled  "An  act  to  establish  the  compensa- 
tions of  the  officers  employed  in  the  collectioi)  of 
the  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,  and  for  other 
purposes,"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Rta(Avtd,  That  tbi)  bill  pass  with  amendments. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed  a 
bill  entitled  "An  act  to  establish  the  Post  Office  of 
the  United  States  f  a  bill  entitled  "An  act  in  addi- 
tion to  the  act  for  the  relief  of  sick  and  disabled 
seamen;"  and  a  bill  entitled  "An  act  autfaoriziiw 
the  augmentation  of  the  Marine  Corps;"  in  which 
they  desire  the  f  oncurienee  of  the  Senate.  Thev 
agree  to  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  biU 
entitled  ''  An  act  to  nant  additional  compeasation. 
for  the  ^ear  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
ninety-nme.  to  certain  officers  of  the  Senate  and 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  Stales," 
with  an  amendment,  in  which  tbey  desire  the 
concurrence  of  the  Senaie- 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, entitled  "An  act  to  establish  the  Post  O&ee 
of  the  United  States,"  was  read,  and,  by  unanimous 
consent,  it  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred 
(o  Messrs,  Tbacy,  Rqbs,  and  Sillbocsb,  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  o^  Repteaenta- 
tives,  entitled  an-"  Act  authorizing  the  augmeitta- 
tionof  iheMaAne  Corp%"  was  reaa,and,  by  unani- 
mous consent,  it  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  Messrs.  Gdnn,  Goodhuh,  and  RoaB,to 
consider  and  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, entitled  ''An  act  in  addition  to  the  act  foi 
the  relief  of  sick  and  disabled  seamen."  vas  read, 
and,  by  unanimous  consent,  it  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  referred  to  the  committee  last  mea- 
lioned,  to  consider    and  report  thereon   to   the 
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The  VioE  Prbsibskt  laid  beTore  the  Senate  tbe 
report  of  th«  Secretary  of  Stele  oa  the  petition  of 
Jonn  Brown  Catling,  for  a.  reiroborsemeiit  of  fais 
expenditures,  and  eompeDsation  foi  his  wrrices, 
in  tbe  year  1790  j  in  liberatms  and  teUevIng  Ameri- 
can seamen  impressed  into  ate  British  Navy. 

Ordered,  That  it  tie  on  table. 

The  Senate  proceeifed  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment of  tbe  House  of  Representatives  to  then 
uneBdmentio  tbe  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  ^rant 
an  additional  coiOMtiEafion,  for  the  year  one 
thotiMnd  seven  handred  &nd  ninetf-nine,  to  cer- 
tain officers  of  the  Senate  and  Hanse  of  Repre- 
•eutatiTea  of  tbe  United  States." 

Jteeoleed,  That  tbe  Senate  do  not  agree  V6  (he 
Mtd  amendment. 

T^e  Senate  proceeded  to  tbe  considenition  of 
SxecrHire  baslness. 

TnoiaoAT,  February  28. 
The  Vice  PaBeinEHT  laid  before  the  Senate  a 
i«port  of  the  Secretary  for  tbe  Department  of  the 
Treasury,  on  the  petition  of  William  Gray. 

Ordered,  That  tbe  contideniiion  thereef  be 
postnoBed  VBiil  next  seesiOQ  of  Ooasress, 

The  bill,  tent  from  the  HoDse  of  RepreBenn- 
tives,  entitled  "An  act  to  erect  a  beacon  on  Btmn 
Island,"  was  read  tbe  third  tiuB.^nd  ptesed. 

A  message  from  the  Honse  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
the  bin,  sent  friMD  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  belter  orgaiuzi&g  of  (be  troops  of  tbe 
United  States  and  n>r  other  purposes,"  with  amend- 
ments, in  which  they  deure  Ike  eoDCirrenceof  the 
Senate. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  tbe  ansli^ 
merits  proposed  by  the  House  of  Representatives 
to  the  bill  last  mentioned. 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  Messrs. 
QoKN,  Robs,  and  Howard,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon  lo  the  SeoAte. 

Mr.  OiiNN^from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill.sent  from  (be  House  of  Repreaent- 
ntives,  entitled  "An act  authorizing  the  augment' 
ntion  of  the  Marioe  Corps,"  report^  (be  biU  with- 
out amendment;  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  the 
third  reading. 

Mr.  TiuoT,  fiom  the  committee  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  bill,  sent  from  tbe  House  of  Represent- 
atives, entitled  "An  act  to  regulate  and  Gs  the 
compensation  of  clerks,"  reported  the  bill  without 
nmeodment}  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  the  third 
reading.  ■ 

Mr.  Tract,  also  fVom  the  committee  to  wbbm 
was  referred  the  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Rej>- 
resentatives,  entitled  "  An  act  authorizing  tbe  dis- 
charge of  Robert  SturffeoD  tVom  his  present  eon- 
fiDemenl,"  reported  the  hill  without  amendmeni. 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  thereof  be 
pOMtponed  until  to-morrov^. 

The  Vice  Prbbidgnt  notified  the  Senate  tbat 
he  desired  to  be  excused  from  attendance  in  the 
Senate,  after  tfais  day,  for  the  remainder  of  the  I 


informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  hare  passed 
a  bill  entitled  "An  act  aathorizing  a  detachment 
from  the  militia  of  the  United  States;"  a  bill 
entitled  "  An  act  to  revive  and  continue  in  force 
certain  parts  of  the  '  Act  for  the  relief  and  protec- 
tion (rf' American  seamen,' and  to  amend  the  same^" 
attd  a  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  amend  tbe  act,  enn- 
tled  'An  act  r^ulating  the  grants  of  land  appro- 
priated for  military  services,  and  for  the  Society  of 


the  United  Brethren  for  propagating  the  Qo<ro«l 
among  the  Heathen;"  in  wnich  f  -  j-----^- 
Cdttcnrrence  of  the  Senvte. 


1  they  desire  Uie 


Tbe  bitb  last  mentioned  were  severally  rerf, 
and  ordered  to  the  second  reading ;  and  by  unani- 
mous consent,  the  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of 
R^tresentatives,  entided  "  An  act  authorizing  ■ 
detachment  from  the  militia  of  the  United  States," 
was  read  a  second  time. 

Ordered,  ThAt  it  be  referred  to  Messrs.  OvvHl, 
Ross,  and  Howard,  to  consider  and  report  there- 
an  to  the  Senate. 

A  message  from  the  Hoose  of  Representatrves 
informed  tbe  Senate  that  they  insist  on  theiramend- 
ment  to  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  to  grant  an  additional  compen- 
sation, for  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  ninety-nine,  to  certaio  officers  of  the  Senate 
and  HoVfleofRepreseatBtivesoftheUnited  States," 
ask  a  confereneethereon,  and  have  appointed  man- 
agers at  tbe  same  on  their  part. 

Mr.  Tract,  from  the  eommiilee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, entitled  "  An  act  to  establish  the  Post 
Office  of  the  United  Steles,"  reported  amendments, 
Which  were  read  and  adopted. 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed,  by  nnanimons  cotasent, 
to  dispense  with  tbe  rule,  and  that  this  bill  be  now 
read  tbe  third  time ;  and,  after  debate  on  a  further 
amendment  proposed,  the  Senate  went  into  Exe- 
cutive huainess. 


A  meesage  from  the  Honse  of  ReprestiBtatireg 


Fhidat,  Mafehl. 

The  TicE  PRteinENT  being  absent,  the  Senate 
proceeded  to  tbe  choice  of  a  President  pro  tempore, 
as  the  Constitution  provides,  and  Jaues  Rosa  was 
duly  elected. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Stockton  be  added  to  the 
committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  hill,  entitled 
"  An  act  for  the  better  organizing  of  the  troops  of 
the  United  States,  and  for  other  purposes," 

The  bill, sent  from  the  HouseofRe  present  stives, 
entitled  "  An  act  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  '  An 
act  regnlating  the  grants  of  land  appropriated  for 
military  servicer,  and  for  the  Society  of  tne  United 
Brethren,  for  propagating  the  Gospel  among  the 
Heathen,  was  read  the  second  time  and  referred 
to  Messrs.  Laurance,  Stockton,  and  Birobah, 
to  consider  and  report  thereon  to  Ine  Senate. 

The  bill.sent  from  tbe  House  of  Representatives, 
entitled  "  An  act  to  revive  and  continue  in  force 
tin  parts  of  the  'Act  for  the  relief  and  protec- 
of  American  seamen,  and  to  amend  the  same," 
#as  read  Ae  second  time,  and  referred  to  Messrs. 
BiitQHAK,  Goo  on  HE,  and  LaHaDOR,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon  lo  the  Senate. 
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tei  DTganizing  of  the  troop*  of  lb«  United  StAtet, 
Bod  for  other  purpoMs,"  made  a  reporl.     Where- 

Reaolved,  That  the  Senate  do  agree  to  the  fint, 
second,  Lhird,  and  fifih,  and  disagiee  to  the  foanh, 

xth,  eeveoth,  and  eiehtb,  ameDdmenia. 

The  Senate  proceded  to  consider  the  reaolaiion 
of  the  Hoase  of  Represenutivea,  propoiiuff  a  coB' 
ierence  on  the  ameadioent  of  ChaHouie  M^Repre- 
tentalires  to  ibe  amendineiit  of  the  Senate  to  the 
bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  giant  an  additiooal  con- 

Sensalion,  for  the  year  one  thousand  seren  hoD' 
red  and  ninty'Oitie,  to  certain  i^cers  of  the  Bea- 
ate  and  House  of  Reptetentativea  of  the  UnitBd 
Sutes." 

Reaolved,  That  the  Senate  agree  to  the  confcT' 
ence,  and  that  Hewis.  Stocktob  and  MaHSHAU. 
be  managers  at  the  same,  on  thepart  of  iheSotate. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  tbird  reading  of  the 
bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Re^esentatiTes,  enti- 
tled "  An  act  to  esubUsh  the  Pott  Office  of  the 
United  Slates." 

On  motion,  to  add  the  following  to  the  amend- 
ment of  the  ITth  section: 

"  And,  providtd.  That  all  the  letten  and  paekati 
fianked  bj  snj  one  member,  in  anj  one  week,  ^all  not 
exceadlhiity  annceaj  and  inch  prinlege  dull  conti- 


The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
entitled  "  An  act  to  regulate  and  Gx  the  compeo- 
sation  of  clerks,"  was  read  the  third  lime  and 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the  augmentation 
of  the  Marine  Corps,"  was  read  the  third  time  and 
passed. 

Mr.  Tbacy,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the 
subject  was  referred,  on  the  31st  of  January  last, 
reported  a  bill  to  r^ulale  trade  and  intercourse 
with  the  Indian  tribes,  and  to  preserve  peace  on 
the  fronliars ;  which  was  read,  and,  bf  unanimous 
consent,  it  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered 
to  the  third  reading. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  thejr  have  passed  a  bill, 
entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Comfort  Sands 
and  cAhei; ;"  a  bilL  entitled  "  An  act  making  ad- 
ditional appropriations  for  the  year  one  thousand 
s^en  hundred  and  ninety-nine;"  a  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of 
the  Naval  Establishment  for  the  year  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  ninety-nine ;"  and  a  bill, 
entitled  "  An  act  to  authorize  the  sale  of  certain 
lands  between  the  Great  and  Little  Miami  rivers, 
in  the  Territory  of  the  United  States  Northwest 
of  the  Ohio;  and  for  giving  a  pre-emption  to  cer- 
tain purchasers  and  settlers;"  in  which  they  desire 
.V e  of  the  Si      - 


and  other^"  was  read,  and  by  unaaimous  consent, 
it  was  read  the  second  lime,  and  referred  to  Messrs. 
WjlTson,  Tbact,  and  LansaifCE,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

The  bill,  sent  from  theHouse  of  Representatives, 
entitled  "  An  act  making  additional  appropria- 
tions for  the  year  one  thansand  seven  hundred  and 
ninety-nine,''  was  read,  and,  by  unanimous  con- 
sent. It  was  read  the  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee 
appointed  on  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making 
appropriations  for  the  support  of  Oovetoment  for 
the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
nine,"  to  consider  and  reporl  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
entitled  "An  act  making  appropriations  for  the 
support  of  the  Naval  Establishment  for  the  year 
one  thousand  seven  hundredand  ninety-nine,"  was 
read,  and^  by  imanimous  consent,  it  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  referred  to  the  commitiee  last 
muktioned,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  to  the 
Senate. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the  sale  of  certain 
lands  between  the  Oreat  ana  Little  Miami  rivers, 
in  the  Territory  of  the  United  States  Northwest  of 
the  Ohio,  and  for  giving  a  pre-emplion  to  certain 
purchasers  and  settlers,"  was  read,  and,  by  unani- 
n)OUsconsent,itwas  read  theseconiltime,aad  refer- 
red to  Mesaers.  Bbown,  B-roosrOH,  and  Linqook, 
to  consider  and  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  QunH,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  amendments  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives to  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  bet- 


TiA*— MeHTS.  Bingham,  Davenport,  Goodhue,  HQI- 
honae,  Howard,  Livermors,  Llovd,  Paine,  Row,  Sedg- 
wick, Stockton,  Wslson,  and  WcUi. 

Nat* — Messrs.  Andenon,  BkKidword),  Brown,  Cfaip- 
nun,  Foster,  Greene,  Ounn,  Langdon,  liatimei,  l^n- 
lance,  Msrshsll,  H>itin,  Msson,  Knckney,  Bead,  Tatt- 
nall, tadTncy. 

Jteaohed,  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 

Mr.  Ladbancb,  from  the  committee  to  wh(»ii 
was  referred  the  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, entitled  "An  act  to  amend  the  act. 
entitled  '  An  act  regulating  the  grants  of  land  ap- 
propriated for  military  services,  and  for  the  Soci- 
ety of  the  United  Brethren  for  propagating  the 
Qospel  among  the  Heathen,"  reported  amendments 

Mr.  Watson,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Com- 
fort Sands  and  others,"  reported  the  bill  wiihont 
amendment. 

SATrHDAT,  March  2., 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Repr«sentaiives 
informed  the  Senate  that  they  hare  put»d  the 
bill,  entitled  "  An  act  giving  eventual  authmry  to 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  augment  the 
Army,"  with  amendments,  in  which  they  desire 
the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Stockton  from  the  managers  at  the  con- 
ference on  the  hill,  entitled  "An  act  to  nant  an 
additional  compensation,  for  the  year  one  ^ouaand 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-nine,  to  certaio  officen 
of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  (tftke 
United  Stales,"  i«ported  that  they  eoaU  come  to 


DiqinzedhyGoOt^le 


HISTORT  OF  CONGRESS. 


March,  1799.} 


[Sbnatk. 


no  ureement ;  but  t^t  the  inaaagen  on  [be  pait  of 
the  House  of  Rkpiesentatives  appealed  conriDcsd 
of  the  impropriety  of  the  ameDdment  to  the  amead- 
meat  of  the  Senate,  and  would  probably  so  report 
to  tbe  House  of  RepceseDta lives. 

The  8eaate  took  into  consideration  the  ameod- 
menls  uf  the  Home  of  Repteseotatires  to  the  bill, 
entitled  "  An  act  xiriitg  eventual  authority  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  angment  the 
Army," 

Ihtolved,  That  tiiey  do  agree  thereto. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
PsEaiDBKT  OF  THB  UiiiTBO  Statbb  : 
Otntlemm  oftiK  Senaie,  and 

OentUmtn  of  the  Hotue  o/Bmettntatntt: 

Judging  it  of  importance  to  tbs  poUic  thittho  htfjf- 
latoiariiould  boinibrmedorthegTadiuJprogrenoflhur 
maritime  mmoimi,  I  truumit  to  Congraai  a  itatentent 
of  tike  Tseseh,  with  their  tonnasa,  wvlike  Ibrce,  and 
eomptenwDt  of  men,  to  which  commisainni,  m  privatf 
armed  tobmIs,  hare  bam  issued  since  the  ninth  dsv  of 
JoItUM.  JOHN  ADAMS. 

Mareh  2,  1799. 

The  Messa^  and  papers  were  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  for  consideration. 

The  bill  to  regulate  trade  and  intercourse  with 
the  Indian  tribes,, and  to  preserve  peace  on  the 
frontiers,  was  read  the  third  lime  and  passed. 

Mr.  Tract,  from  tbe  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  seal  from  tbe  House  of  Represent- 
atives, entitled  "  Ad  act  making  appropriations  for 
tbe  support  of  Groverniaent  for  the  year  one  thoU' 
sand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-ome,"  reported 
sundry  amendments,  which  were  adopted ;  and,  by 
unanimous  consent,  the  bill  was  read  tbe  tbird 
lime. 

RexAoed,  That  this  bill  pasiwith  amendments. 

Mr.  BiNOHAM,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  tbe  bill,  sent  from  tfte  House  of  Repn 
sentativesj  entitled  "  An  act  (o  revive  and  continue 
ia  force  certain  parts  of  tbe  'Act  for  the  relief 
and  protectionof  American  seamen,' and  to  amend 
the  same,"  reported  the  bill  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Qd«N|  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  seat  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives, entitled  "  An  act  authorizing  a  detachment 
from  the  militia  of  tbe  United  States,"  reported  tbe 
bill  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Tract,  from  tbe  committee  lo  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  seut  from  tbe  House  of  Represent- 
atives, entitled  "  An  act  making  addUioruu  appro- 
priations for  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  ninety-nine,"  reported  an  amendmeul,  which 
was  adopted.;  and  the  bill  was,  by  unanimous 
consen^  read  the  third  time. 

Reaolved,  That  this  bill  pass  with  an  amend- 
ment. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
iaformed  the  Senate  that  they  have  passed  a  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  respecting  distillers  of  Geneva;" 
and  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  estabtisbing  the 
salary  of  the  Assistant  Postmaster  Qeneial ;"  in 
\irhicb  several  bills  they  desire  the  concurrence  of 
the  Senate.  They  recede  from  their  amendment 
to  the  bilL  entitled  "An  act  for  the  better  oigan- 
izing  of  the  troops  of  the  United  States,  and  for 


other  purposes,"  except  from  the  lecwtd,  on  which 
they  insist,  aiid  ask  a  conference  thereon,  and  have 
appointed  managers  at  the  same  on  their  part. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  tbe  consideration  of 
the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
asking  a  conference  on  the  amendments  to  tbe 
bill,  entitled  ''  An  act  for  the  better  organizing  of 
the  troops  of  the  United  States,  and  for  other  pur- 

Seitdved,  That  the  Senate  do  agree  to  the  con- 
ference, and  that  Messrs.  Qdnn  and  Howabd  b« 
managers  at  tbe  same  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  BaowM,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  seot  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives, entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  sale  of 
ceiisio  lands  between  the  Oreat  and  Little  Miami 
rivers,  in  the  Territory  of  the  United  States  North- 
west of  [he  Ohio,  and  for  giving  a  pre-emption  to 
certain  purchasers  and  Bettler^"  reported  the  bill 
without  amendment,  and  the  bill  was,  by  unani- 
mous cottsent,  read  the  tbird  time  and  passed. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  thecoosidetation  of  the 
amendment  reported  by  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Rep^ 
resentatives,  entitled  "  An  act  to  amend  the  act, 
entitled  '  An  act  regulating  the  grants  of  land  ap- 
propriated for  military  services,  and  for  the  Soci- 
ety of  the  United  Brelhern  for  propagating  the 
Qospel  among  the  Heathen,"  and  it  was  adopted  ; 
and  the  bill  was,  by  unanimous  consent,  read  the 
third  time. 

Retolved,  That  this  bill  pass  with  an  amend- 

Mr.  Tract,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives, entitled  "  An  act  making  appropriations  for 
tbe  support  of  the  Naval  Establishment,  for  the 
year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety 'nine," 
reported  the  bill  without  amendment,  and  the  re- 
port WHS  adopted ;  and  the  bill  was,  by  unanimous 
consent,  read  the  third  lime  and  passed. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
entitled  "  An  act  for  establishing  the  salary  of  the 
Awbtant  Postmaster  General"  was  reai  and,  by 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  third  reading  of 
this  bill,  it  passed  in  tbe  negative. 

The  billjsent  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
entitled  "An  act  respecting  distillers  of  Geneva," 
was  read,  and,  by  unanimous  consent,  it  was  read 
the  second  time,  and  referred  to  Messrs.  SEnowiCK, 
Paini^  and  Mabbball,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon  to  the  Senate. 

Mr,  Gdnn,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  tbe  hill  sent  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, entitled  "An  act  in  addition  to  the  act 
for  the  rehefof  sick  and  disabled  seamen,"  reported 
amendments. 

Mr.  Tract,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, entitled  "An  act  making  appropiialiotu 
for  the  support  of  tbe  Military  fisiablishment,  for 
the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
nine,"  reported  the  bill  without  amendment,  and 
the  report  was  adopted ;  and  the  bill  was,  by  unait- 
imous  consent,  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 
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A  rae!>s3ge  from  the  House  of  Repri  ._ 

iofiirmed  the  Senate  that  Ihe^  have  passed  ihe  bill, 
sect  from  ihe  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to  reform 
the  Superior  Court  of  the  Temtoiv  of  the  United 
States  Northwest  of  the  riTcr  Ohio,''  with  amend- 
meDls,  in  which  they  desire  the  concnrrence  of  the 
Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  considcTaiioD  of 
the  amendmenu  of  the  House  of  RepreseDtaiives 
to  the  bill,  etititled  "An  act  to  refimn  the  Bope- 
rior  Court  of  the  Territory  of  the  United  State: 
Nonhwest  of  the  river  Ohio." 

Jtttolved,  That  they  do  agree  to  the  first,  and 
disagree  to  the  other,  amendments,  and  ask  a  con- 
ference thereon;  anil  that  Messrs.  Ssdowice  and 
Ladbahce  be  managers  at  the  same,  on  the  part 
of  Ihe  Senate. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  RepresentatiTes, 
entitled  "  An  act  authorizing  a  detachment  from 
the  militia  of  the  United  Sittles,"  waa  read  the 
second  time. 

On  the  question  to  agree  totlie  third  reading  of 
the  bill,  it  was  deierrained  in  the  affirmatire — yea^i 
17,  nays  IS,  as  follows: 

Tk» — ^Hewn.Bloodwortli,  Browiu  P<wt«r,  Ooodhne, 
Gr«eu<i,  Onnn,  Howard,  Langidon,  Lauranca,  Lloyi^ 
MuriwU,  Mutin,  Huoa,  Pincknaj,  Rou,  TaOntU,  and 

Niri — MuMra.  Bingham,  ChipDMii,  Darenport,  Hill- 
boOM,  Latimer,  Lirwrnare,  F«uu^  RMd,  Bedfwfek, 
Stocktm,  Tracy,  and  Wells. 

So  it  was  Remlted  That  this  bill  pass  to  the  third 
reading. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
informed  the  Senate  that  they  have  passed  a  reso- 
lution "  authorizjnz  a  subscnption  tor  four  hun- 
dred copies  of  Ihe  Joumati  of  Congress,"  in  which 
they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate.  They 
recede  from  their  amendments,  disagreed  to  by  the 
Senate,  so  far  as  lo  agree  to  the  modifications  re- 
poiied  by  the  managers  at  the  cooferenceg  on  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  belter  organizing  of 
the  troopi  of  the  United  Sutes,  and  for  other  pur-  j 
poses."  And  theyhavepassedabill.entitled  "An 
act,  in  addition  to  an  act^  entitled  '  An  act  for  the  I 
more  general  promulgation  of  the  laws  of  the  Uni- j 
ted  States ;"  in  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  I 
of  the  Senate.  J 

Mr.  GrMN,  from  the  managers  at  the  conference  j 
on  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  better  organ-  ' 
i2ing  the  troops  of  the  United  Slates,  and  for  other 
purposes,"  made  a  report,  which  was  adopted. 
Whereupon, 

RettHved,  That  the  Senate  do  agree  to  the  modi- 
fications reported  by  the  conferees. 

The  Senate  adjourned  to  6  o'clock  in  the  even- 


The  resolutioii,  sent  from  the  Honae  at  Reoi*- 
sentatires,  "authorizing  a  sabKription  for  fonr 
buodred  copies  of  the  Journals  of  Cougraaa,"  wu 
read,  and  referred  to  Metsn.  SaaowicK,  Btoct- 
TON,  and  Gbeehb,  to  consider  and  report  themM 
to  the  Senate. 


from  the  Housa  of  Repreientativei.  enlided  "  An 
act  in  addition  to  the  act  for  the  relief  of  xickaad 
disabled  setmen,"  and  agreed  that  ihe  bill  ahoold 
be  amended  accordingly. 
"  aiTBed,  by  nnuiimoo*  cMi- 


s  with  an  mmend- 
ment 

The  lull,  sent  from  tiie  Hotueof  RepmentUTva, 
entitled  "  An  act  aaihoriziBg  the  disohar]^  of  Ro- 
bert Sisrgeon  from  his  present  eonfinement,"  wu 
i«ad  the  third  time ;  and 

Remtved,  That  this  bill  do  not  pass. 

Mr.  Sedowiox,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  resolution,  sent  from  the  House 
of  Representatives,  "authorizing  a  subscriptianfot 
font  hundred  copies  of  the  Jotimal*  of  Congien," 
reported  the  same  without  amendment.  He  made^ 
also,  a  similar  report  on  the  bilL  entided  "  An  net 
respecting  diatillers  of  Oeneva.'' 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  resoltition 
last  mentioned. 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed  to  amend  the  resolo- 


SATTtBBAT,  EvXNiKa,  March  2. 
The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
entitled  "  An  act  in  addition  to  an  act,  entitled  '  An 
aet  for  the  more  general  promulgation  of  the  laws 
of  the  United  States  "  was  read,  and,  by  uoani- 
mons  consent  the  bill  ma  retid  the  second  and 
third  timet  and  passed. 


Retained,  That  the  resolution  pass  with  the 
amendment  , 

Tbe  bill,  sent  from  the  Home  of  Representative 

entitled  "  An  act  to  revise  and  continue  in  force 

lin  parts  of  the  '  Act  for  tbe  relief  and  piotec- 

of  American  seamen,' and  to  amend  the  same," 

wa-s  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill,senl  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
entitled  "  An  act  respecting  distiliera  of  Oeneva," 
was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

Tbe  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Reptesentatirei, 
entitled  "An  act  for  tbe  relief  of  Comfort  Sands 
and  others,"  was  read  the  third  time  and  pnssed. 

The  bill, sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
entitled  "An  act  authorizing  a  detachment  from 
the  militia  ofihe  United  Staies,"was  read  the  ttkird 

Chi  motion  to  amend  the  bill,  by  addinft  at  the 
end  of  the  flnt  section  the  following  proviso : 

"  Prmdtd,  aimay;  That  it  diBll  be  lawfiil  fix  tU 
Prandent  of  the  United  Stata^  if  he  dull  jvdg*  it  ex- 
pedient, to  forbeai  to  call  on  the  EiecntiTe  antlmi^ 
of  any  puticulmr  Stale  or  States  east  of  the  liTai  JM^ 
ware,  to  organiie,  arm,  and  equip  the  propaition  oTlkt 
militia  of  anch  State  oi  Btalea  as  filed  by  tliu  act :" 

It  was  agreed  to  amend  the  motion,  by  striking 
out  the  word  'Delavrare,' and  inserting 'Potoma^ 

On  motion  to  agree  to  the  motion  thus  amcnil- 
ed,  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  13, 
naya  Il,ufoIlowi: 
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YiAB — Mewra.  BiDghuQ,  Cbipilun,  DlTenport,  Fo*- 
Ur,  Goodhue,  Greene,  HUUtouie,  Latuiur,  Paine,  Sedg- 
wick, Stockton,  Tntj.  and  Wataon. 

NAii — Meam.  Bloodnorth,  Brown,  Gnnn,  Homrd, 
Langdon,  Haitin,  Muon,  Pincknei,  Boo,  Tkttiul], 
■nd  Weill. 

So  it  wu  leaodved  th«t  this  bill  pus  with  the 
mmenSment. 

Od  motion,  leave  wa*  given  to  brins  in  a  bill  to 
alter  the  lime  for  the  next  meeting  of  Coogresi; 
-which  wns read,  and  ordered  to  the  second  reading. 

Mi.  Tract  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  >u- 
thorizing  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  fill 
certain  vacancies  in  the  Army ;  which  was  read, 
and  the  bill  was,  by  UDanimous  conseot,  read  the 
second  and  third  limes ;  and,  being  amended, 

Ae«olDef2,  That  this  bill  pass;  thai  it  been^rossed ; 
and  that  the  title  thereof  m,  "An  act  authorizing 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  fill  certain 
vacancies  in  the  Army  and  Navy." 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  thev  have  passed  the  bill, 
sent  from  the  Senate,  entillea  "  An  act  vesiinr  the 
pnwer  of  retaliation,  in  certain  cases,  in  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,"  with  amendments,  in 
which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  amendments  proposed  by  the  House  of  Rep- 
Teeentalives  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  vesting 
the  power  of  retaliation,  in  certain  cases,  in  the 
President  of  the  United  States." 

Ordered,  That  ihey  be  refsrred  to  Messrs.  Scno- 
wicK,  M&BON,  and  Tbacy,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Sbdowicc,  from  the  committee  last  men- 
tioned, reported  the  amendments  without  amend- 
ment, and  the  report  was  adopted. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  they  disagree  to  the 
amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  authorizing  a  detachment  from 
the  militia  of  the  United  Slates." 

Mr.  HiLLaouBB  reported,  from  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Joseph  Rus- 
sell and  others,  that  the  consideration  thereof  be 
postponed  until  the  next  session  of  Congress ;  and 
the  report  was  adopted. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  resoluiion  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
disagreeing  to  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the 
bill,  entitled  "  An  act  authorizing  a  detachment 
from  the  militia  of  the  United  States." 

On  motion,  to  postpone  thefnrther  coDsideralion 
of  this  bill  until  the  next  session  of  Congress,  it 
was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  18,  nay: 
11,  as  follows: 

TiAB — HcMTs.  Bingham,  Chipman,  Divenpoit, 
Foater,  Ooodhoe,  OrBone,  Hiliboaae,  Latimer,  Lm- 
r»noa,  Livamune,  Lloyd,  Marihall,  Paine,  Sedgwick, 
Btockton,  Tr>c7,  Witaon,  and  Wdli. 

Nil* — Mum.  BloodwOTth,  Brown,  Qnun,  Howard, 
Langdon,  Martin,  Mason,  Pinckney,  Bead,  Boai,  and 

Resolved,  That  the  further  consideration  of  ibis 

bill  be  postponed  ontil  the  next  session  of  Congress. 

The  bill  to  alter  the  time  for  the  next  meeting 
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of  Congress  was  read  the  second  time ;  and  being 
amended^  by  inserting  the  third  Monday  in  No- 
vember, It  was  agreed,  by  unanimous  consent,  to 
dispense  with  the  rul^  and  that  this  bill  be  now 
read  the  third  time. 

Beaoloed,  That  this  bill  pass;  that  it  be  en- 
grossed; and  that  the  title  thereof  be,  "An  act  to 
alter  the  time  for  the  neit  meeting  of  Congress." 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  of  the 
bill  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to 
establish  the  Judicial  Courts  of  the  United  States," 
be  postponed  until  the  next  session  of  Congress. 

RaUved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  be, 
ind  he  hereby  is,  aniborized  and  directed  to  paj 
o  James  Mathers,  Doorkeeper,  out  of  the  eontjn- 
'ent  fund,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars ;  and  10 
fames  Mathers,  jr,.  Assistant  Doorkeeper,  the  sum 
of  one  hundred  dollars,  for  their  extra  servicea 
during  the  session. 

Raolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  pay 

Hugh  McKinley,  for  his  labor  and  attendance 

1  the  Senate,  one  dollar  per  day,  during  the  time 
he  has  been  employed  the  present  session ;  to  be 
paid  out  of  the  money  appropriated  for  the  contin- 
gent expenses  of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress. 

A  messaee  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  they  have  appointed  a 
joint  committee  on  their  part  to  wait  on  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States,  and  notify  him,  that 
unless  be  may  have  any  further  communications 
to  make  to  the  two  Houses  of  Congress,  ihey  are 
ready  to  adjourn ;  and  desire  the  appoiatment  of  a 
joint  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  resolution  lor  the  appointment  of  a  joint  com- 
mittee for  the  purpose  last  mentioned. 

Retolved,  That  they  do  concur  therein,  and  that 
Messrs.  Stockton  and  Reau  be  the  joint  com- 

itlee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

The  report  of  the  Secretary  for  the  Department 
of  State,  on  the  claim  of  John  Brown  Cutting,  for 
a  reimbursement  of  his  expenditures  and  a  com- 
pensation for  his  services  in  the  year  1790,  in  lib- 
erating and  relieving  American  seamen,  impressed 
into  the  British  Navy,  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  it  lie  on  file. 

Mr  Stockton  reported,  from  the  joint  commit- 
tee, that  they  had  waited  on  the  President  of  the 
United  Sutes,  who  informed  them  that  he  had 
nothing  further  to  communicate  to  Gougiess,  ex- 
cept bis  wishes  for  their  individual  happiness,  and 
safe  return  to  tbeir  respective  families. 

On  motion,  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  par 
out  of  the  coniinf^ent  money,  to  the  principal  and 
engrossing  clerk  in  his  office,  one  hundred  dollan 
each,  for  extra  services  during  the  present  session, 
it  was  determined  in  the  affirmaiive— yeas  IB,  nays 
6,  as  follows  1 

YiAS— MeaRB.  Bingjiain,  Chipnao,  DavanpcaU 
Foater,  Oratoie,  Langdon,  Lanranca,  Lrrennore,  UajA, 
Martin,  Maaon,  Pincknej,  Read,  Boas,  Sadgwick,  Stock- 
ton,  Watwn,  and  Walla. 

If  ATS— Hava.  Brown,  Goodhue.  Hilbooaa,  How^ 
ard,  Paina,  and  Tracf . 

So  it  was  resolved,  tbu  tbe  SMietary  of  the 
Senate  pay  out  of  the  cootingent  money,  to  the 
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Eriucipal  and  eDgrossing  clerkt  in  hb  office,  one 
undred  doUaneacb,  for  extra  services  during  the 
present  session. 

On  motion,  it  was  resoWed  that  the  memorikl  of 
M.  Oaranger,  having  heen  presented  to  the  Senste 
at  too  laie  a  period  to  be  acted  upon,  be  postponed 
to  the  next  session  of  the  Senate,  and  recommend- 
ed tQ  their  attention. 


informed  the  Senate  that  tbe  House,  ha*iDg  fin- 
ished the  business  before  them,  are  about  to  adjoani 
without  day. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  Executive  business. 

The  Senate,  then,  lesaming  Legislative,  bu«- 
ness,  adjourned  without  day. 
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r  S:^  All  the  proceedings  wliich  took  place,  in  eithn  Honsf  or  Co&KreH,  prelimiDuy  to  thU  tritd 
before  the  Seoate,  will  be  fouDd  tmdeF  their  proper  dates  in  the  body  oftbe  woik.] 


Deceub£r  17,  1798. 
On  this  day  the  Senate  fanned  itaelf  into  a 
High  Court  of  Impeach  neat,  in  the  manner 
directed  by  the  CouBlttution.  and  the  oath  pre- 
scribed me  adminiateted  to  toe  Senators  preHnt. 
The  process  issued  on  tlie  1st  of  March  lasi, 
against  William  Blount,  together  with  the  return 
made  thereon,  was  read,  and  the  retura  was 
sworn  to  as  follows: 

James  Mathers,  Scrgeant-at^Armi  of  the  Senate  of 
the  United  States,  maketh  oath,  that,  in  obedience  to 
' '  in  SDmmoDS,  he  did  repair  to  Ibe  usual  place  of 
)  of  the  within  named  William  Blount,  at 
e,  in  the  State  of  Tennenee,  and  on  the  37th 
day  of  Angnet,  in  Ae  preeent  year,  did  then  leave  s 
Ime  COOT  at  the  said  wnt  irfsnmnionetsndof  the  Arti- 
deaeflinpaBdunent  annexed,  with  the  wtfa  of  the  said 
William  Bkrantfhenotbeinglobeiinnid;  and  that,  ( 
tbe  next  dlay,  meeting  widi  the  seal  Willism  Blount, 
tlw  Bine  Springs,  the  deponent  ^owed  and  read  the 
eaid  original  writ  to  the  nid  William  Blount,  and  in- 
finmed  hin  that  he  had  left  a  ooot  at  the  nstulplace 
of  his  reaidenee.  JAMES  MATHERS. 

The  doon  of  the  Court  were  then  opened  by 
order  of  the  President, and  by  his  order  the  Ser- 
Kant-at-Arms  called  the  said  William  Blount 
tnree  several  times,  in  the  words  foUowiug,  to  ap- 
pear and  answer : 

"Hear  ye!  Hearyel  Hear  ye! 

B  Winiam  Blount,  late  a  Senator  from  Ibe  Stale  «f 
Tenn  eases,  ams  forward  and  answer  the  Articles  of 
bnpeaAment  eihibJIad  against  you  by  the  Honse  of 
RepiBeentatJTes.' ' 

William  Blount  not  appearing,  the  Court  ad- 
journed till  twelve  o'clock  to-monow. 

Decbmbeb  16. 
The  PBEaiDEHT  communicated  a  letter,  signed 
"  Jared  Ingenoll  and  A.  J.  Dallas,"  praying  to  be 
admitted  to  appear  as  couitsel  for  the  defendant 
It  was  accmduigly  so  ordered,  and  that  the  House 
of  Represents tiTcs  be  informed  thereof. 

The  Managers,  on  the  part  of  the  House  of  Re- 
atatives,  ana  the  defendant's  counsel,  appear* 


presentatives,  a 
ed  at  the  bar. 


On  motion  of  Hr.  Haspbr,  (in  the  absence  of 
Mr.  BtrARD,  the  ChairrDan,)  in  behalf  of  Ibe 
Managers,  that  further  time  be  allowed  them  to 
prepare  their  proceedings  in  the  case,  it  was 

Ordered,  Thdt  they  have  time  till  Monday 
next,  at  twelve  o'clock,  for  that  ptirpose. 

The  Court  adjourned  till  that  time. 

December  24. 
The  Maoagers  and  Counsel  attended  as  on  the 
18th  instant. 

!  _  _j  motion  of  Mr.  Habpeh,  in  behalf  of  the 
Managers,  that  the  counsel  exhibit  and  file  the 
power,  or  powers,  by  which  they  are  authorized 
toanpear  in  behalf  of  William  Blount,  and  that 
the  Managers  be  furnished  with  a  copy  thereof. 

Mr.  DaLLAs,  one  oftbe  counsel,  exhibited  sundry 
letters  to  the  PREainENT,  which,  be  alleged,  con- 
tained the  powers,  and  also  tbe  confldenliat  in- 
stractions  of  Mr.  Blonnt  to  his  counsel. 

The  Court  was  cleared  in  order  to  take  into 
consideration  the  motion  made  by  the  Managers 
of  the  Impeachment;  and,  on  the  motion  that  it 
be  ruled, 

"  That  the  Court  having,  on  the  18th  day  of  the 
present  month,  «iiT»iiH*ii  Jued  Ingersell  and  A.  J.  Dal- 
las, Esqniies,  to  sppear  and  plead  for  William  BleunV 
to  the  unpeaefamenl  new  pending  against  him ;  and 
the  Oeurt  naving  then  been  satiified  that  the  nid  eoun- 
sel  were  duly  aulhorBed  lo  a^iear  for  the  said  William 
Blount,  are  ol  opinion  that  it  is  not  neccissry  that  any 
warrant  of  sttorner,  or  othar  written  auihari^,  be  now 

ed  in  Ibis  Court;" 

It  was  determined  in  tbe  affirmative — 20  to  3. 

The  Managers  and  Counsel  being  again  admit- 
ted, the  PBBBinBNT  stated  to  them  tbe  opioton  of 
the  Court  on  the  motion  of  the  Managers,  and 
returned  to  Mr.  Dallu  the  letters  by  him  exhibited, 

lopeoed. 

Tne  PRflaiDENT  then  asked  the  Managers  if 
they  had  Airther  motion  to  mak&  prior  to  permis- 
sion to  the  eoonsel  for  the  defendant  to  file  a  plea 
on  his  behalf  1 

To  which  the  Managers  replied  in  the  nega- 
ive. 

Whereupon  the  Pbbbidbkt  notified  to  the  eoun* 
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sel  that  ihey  were  permitied  to  file  their  plea, 
which  was  done  bf  Mr.  lagersoll,  and  read  by  the 
Secretary,  as  follows: 

"  Chitid  Btitu  m.  Williui  BLoraT. 


"In  SasiTi  or  raw  Uirirm  aririi,  Dea  34,  1798. 
"Tho  aforaaid  WilUam  Blount,  nTing  and  reaetv- 
ing  to  himMlf  all  exception!  to  the  imperfectioni  and 
oneerltin^  of  the  aiticlet  of  impeadunflnt,  by  Jared 
IngenoU  and  A.  J.  Dallai,  his  attomeyc,  comei  and 
d^ndi  the  fbree  and  iujary,  and  saji,  that  he,  to  Uie 
laid  BTticlea  of  impeidinient  preferred  agsinil  him  by 
the  Hooae  of  RepreMntativei  of  the  United  Statei, 
ODght  not  to  be  compelled  to  atuirer,  becanee  he  says 
that  the  eighth  uticle  of  certain  unendmenta  of  the 
Conititation  of  the  United  Stalaa,  having  been  ratified 
by  nine  States,  after  the  lame  wsa,  in  a  Constitutional 
manner,  propoied  to  the  coondeiatiou  of  the  several 
Slates  in  the  Union,  is  of  equal  obligation  nith  the 
original  Constitntion,  and  now  famu  a  part  thereof, 
and  that  by  the  same  article  it  is  declared  and  provided, 
diat  ■  In  all  criminal  prosecutions,  the  KCcnaed  ahall 
enjoy  the  right  to  a  speedy  and  public  trial,  hj  an  im- 
putial  jury  of  the  Btate  and  district  wherein  Uie  crime 
lAkall  have  been  committed,  which  district  shall  have 
bfNin  previously  ascertained  by  law,  and  to  be  informed 
of  the  nature  and  cause  of  the  aeoiaation,  to  be  con- 


HQtativea  q^hs  United  Slates,  ought  to  be  c«mpdkd 
to  answer.  *^  "  JABED  INGER80LL. 
^  "  A.  J.  DALLAS." 
Od  request  of  Mr.  Habper,  id  behalf  of  tht 
Managers,  that  Ihey  be  allowed  a  further  deUr,  to 
wit:  UDtil  Thursday  sennight,  to  file  their  replica- 
tion, it  was  allowed,  and  ^-  '^ -■= '  " 

that  time. 


a  allowed,  and  the  Court  adjonraed  to 


fionled  with  the  witneBaes  against  him, 

pnkory  process  for  obtaining  witnesses  in  bis  bvor, 

and  to  have  the  assistance  of  coniuel  for  his  defence.' 

"  That  proceedings  by  itnpeadiment  are  provided  and 
permitted  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
only  on  charges  of  bribery,  treawm,  and  other  high 
crimes  and  misdemeanors,  alleged  to  have  been  com- 
mitted by  the  Fnaident,  Vice  President,  sad  other  dvil 
officers  of  the  United  ^tea,  in  the  execution  of  their 
offices  held  under  the  United  States,  as  appears  by  the 
fbarth  section  of  the  second  article,  and  by  the  ssveotb 
danie  of  the  third  section  of  the  first  article,  and  ether 
articles,  and  clause*  contained  in  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  Suies. 

«  That  although  true  it  is,  that  be,  the  said  Wiiliun 
Blount,  was  a  Senator  of  the  United  States,  from  the 
Stale  of  Tennessee,  at  the  several  periods  in  the  said 
artides  of  impeacbnieat  referred  to  ;  jet,  that  he,  the 
•aid  WilUam,  is  not  mno  a  Senator,  and  ii  not,  ni 
at  the  several  periods,  so  as  aibreeaid  relemd 
offictT  of  the  United  Sutes ;  nor  is  he,  the  said  William, 
in  and  by  the  aaid  a/tlclea,  charged  with  having  coal- 
mitted  any  crime  or  miedemeanar,  in  the  eiecation  of 
any  civil  office  held  ander  the  United  Stales,  or  with 
any  malconduct  in  civil  office,  or  abuse  of  any  public 
trust,  in  the  execution  thereof. 
"  That  the  Courts  of  Comnon  Law,  of  a  criminal 


JaHUaRT  3,  1799. 
The  Court  being  opened,andthe  Managers ui 
counsel  being  present, 

Mr.  BavARn,  Chairman  of  the  Managers,  in  be- 
half of  the  House  of  Rep resen tali ves,  offered  a  r«- 
filieation,  which  was  read  by  the  Secretary  u 
ollows : 

The  replication  of  the  Hoose  of  Rmreseotalini  of  As 
United  States,  in  their  own  behalf  and,  also,  ia  Dm 
name  of  ihs  people  of  the  United  States,  lolheflM 
of  W  iUiam  Blount  to  flie  jurisdiction  of  lbs  SoMie  of 
the  United  States,  to  tiy  the  Artielea  of  iD^eachnnl 
Bibilated  by  them  to  the  SsDsta  agsinit  the  aaU  W^ 
ham  Blount : 

The  House  of  Representativee  of  the  United  Bteki^ 
prosecuting,  on  bchaJf  of  themsdves  and  Ae  peqik  of 
the  United  States,  the  Artidee  of  Imiwathmenteihibind 
by  them  to  the  Senate  of  the  Unitad  BlatM  accMt  dw 
said  WiUiam  Blount,  m^  to  Ihepba  of  the  sMd  WiDiHi 
Blooat,  and  say,  that  tha  Diatters  aUeged  in  lhanid[4N 
an  not  aufficMnt  to  eiempl  the  said  Willkm  Bls« 
bom  ansiveriug  the  said  Articles  of  Iinpeachmsia,  ks- 
eause,  Ih^  say  that,  by  the  Conatitutioti  of  4m  Uahel 
St^ea,  the  House  of  Bepreseolativathad  power  to  yakt 
the  sa^  ArtidM  of  In^eachniMit  and  that  the  8hmI* 
have  fall  and  ^  s^  power  to  Ky  Oie  sbim.  Wbov 
tore,  they  demand  thai  thepkaafeMsud,  of  Ihasad  Wit 
ham  Blount,  be  not  allowed,  h«t  that  the  saU  WilEM 
~  '  the  Mid  ArtUea  of  Ii»- 


Kgned  by  esder,  end  m  bdiaU  «(  the  Hotae. 

JONATHAN  DAYTON,  ^eofar. 
Attest;  Joa.  W.  Cobdi,  CItrk. 

Mr.  iHOEftsoLL,  counsel  for  thedefendant,  there- 
upon presented  a  rejoinder,  which  was  read  by 
the  Secretary,  as  follows; 

UniTin  St^tss  iw.  WitLiAX  Bi,otiKT- 
hilhtSeaattoftht  UniUdSfota. 
And  the  afsseaaid  WiUiam  Blount,  by  Jared  Ingo^ 
soil  and  Alesandcs  J.  Dallas,  his  attotaej^  m^t,  lint 
the  matter  hj  him  before  alleged,  which  b«  is  read;  la 
verify,  is  sofficieDt  reason  in  Ian  to  sbow  thai  this  C«ail 
ooght  not  to  hold  jnrisdictioD  of  the  said  impeschmeB^ 
.    .  „    .         .  ,      -  ,       .     ,     -  _  .      L      and  the  articles  thereio  set  forth  ;  which  asid  matttrn 

jnudictMU,  of  the  Statea,  wbereui  the  offiwce*  in  the    ^  ^„,^  by  him  alleged,  the  said  House  of  Hspte- 
nid  UtMles  rMited  are  sud  to  have  been  committed,  ]  ^^^,„  noT  havina  deni.1  or  n>ade  an.»«r  Iherslo.  bt 
well  as  tbeae  of  the  UnftW 
proeeeotion. 


having  denied  o: 
nltml  tfUles,  are  compelwil  lo  l  ^^  judgment  of  this  honoiable  Cou.%  whelhw 

l«>o,  at^  puaishmrat,  of  As    ^^^  ^^  ^,j  j^^^j^  jurisdiction  of  fte  eidd  in.p«<4- 
.uiors.  If  the  aame  have  b«|u  |  ^t_  „  (sk.  cogniian^  tbenof,  end  irtiether  the  ->l 
Wilham  Blount  dlall  make  further  answer  thereto. 
JARED  INOEBBOLL. 
A.  J.  DALLAa 
J*irc*nT  3,    I7»9. 

Mr.  Bayard,  the  Chairman,  having  communka- 
ted  with  Mr.  IngeraoU,  the  leading  counsel  foi  the 


popetiated,  as  is  suggested  uid  charged  by  the  said 
articlee,  wbdch,  however,  he  Dttorty  denies.  Alt  which 
the  said  William  is  ready  to  verify,  and  prays  judgment 
whether  this  High  Court  will  have  fhrther  cognisance 
of  this  snit,  and  of  the  said  impeachment,  and  whether 
he,  the  said  William,  to  the  said  artides  of  impsach- 
ineiit,  so  as  aforesaid  preferred  by  &e  House  of  Reiwe- 
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defendant,  it  .was  agreed  between  tbeto,  tbat  the 
MsDagert  should  proceed  in  the  argument  first  on 
the  part  of  the  proeecation,  and  that  [he  right 
to  reply  should  belon^^  to  the  Managers :  where- 
npott,  ■^ 

Mr.  BiYABD  rose,  and  proceeded  as  follows  : 
Mr.  President:  The  House  of  Repieseatatives 
being  in  possession  of  evidence  of  a  nature  to  con- 
vince them  that  William  Blount,  late  a  Senator 
of  the  United  States,  has  been  guilty  of  high 
crimes  and  misdeiaeanors,  conceived  it  to  be  their 
CoDslitutional  duty,  by  ezhibiiinz  to  the  Senate 
articles  of  impeachment  against  him,  to  demand 
justice  in  the  name  and  on  the  behalf  of  the  peo- 
'e  of  the  United  States.    To  the  articles  which 


£v° 


peared ;  but,  instead  of^  aoswenit^  them,  has 
ple&ded  that  the  Senate  has  oot  jorisdiciion  to 
uj  the  matters  which  they  contain.  The  House 
of  Representative!,  have  replied  that  the  plea  is 
insufficient,  and  hare  demanded  that  the  puriy  be 
compelled  to  answer  the  articles.  The  point, 
therefore,  upon  which  we  are  now  at  issue, 
which  is  to  be  the  subject  of'  discussion,  is,  i 
ther  the  Senate  has  cognizance,  in  this  ease,  of 
the  matters  which  are  charged  in  the  articif 
impeachment  1  In  the  observations  which  I  have 
to  subinit  upon  the  point  in  eontrorersy,  I  shall 
certainly  avoid  everjrcbiDg  of  a  declamatory  na- 
ture, as  equally  unsuitable  to  the  gravity  and  wis- 
dom  of  this  honorable  body,  as  to  the  dignity  of 
that  which,  as  one  of  the  Managen,  1  represent. 

-Having  examined  the  plea,  the  first  objection 
Co  jurisdiction  which  1  fitid  relied  on,  is  derived 
from  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution,  which 
provides  that,  "  In  all  criminal  prosecutions,  the 
accused  shall  enjoy  the  right  to  a  speedy  and  pub- 
lic trial,  by  an  impartial  jury  of  the  State  and  dis- 
trict wherein  the  crime  shall  have  been  commit- 
ted ;  which  district  shall  have  been  previously  as- 
certained by  law ;  and  to  be  informEd  of  the  na- 
ture and  cause  of  the  accusation ;  to  be  confront- 
ed with  the  witnesses  in  his  favor  ;  and  to  have 
the  assistance  of  counsel  for  his  defence." 

I  should  conceive  it  a  sufficient  answer  to  the 
objection  urged  upon  the  ground  of  this  amend- 
ment, to  say  that,  whatever  validity  it  may  hare, 
as  regards  the  mode  of  trial,  it  certainly  has  no 
appbcation  to  the  point  of  jurisdiction.  The  atr 
most  latitude  to  which  the  provision  could  be  i 
tended,  would  only  be  that  a  jury  to  try  the  fai 
in  issue  should  be  brought  from  the  district 
irhich  it  b  alleged  that  toe  offence  was  commit- 
ted. But  before  there  can  be  anything  for  a  jury 
to  try,  the  articles  must  be  answered,  tne  facts  put 
in  issue,  and  then  the  question  might  be  proper, 
whether  this  Court  were  bound  to  award  a  pro- 
cess ID  nature  of  a  centre  faciat,  to  bring  a  jury 
to  the  bar.  But  surely,  sir,  were  I  to  admit  that 
it  belonged  to  a  jury  to  try  the  facts  which  may 
be  disputed  on  the  occasion,  instead  of  being  a 
ground  to  exempt  the  party  from  answering  the 
articles,  it  would  be  a  weighty  re&son  to  prove 
that  the  articles  ought  to  be  answered  for  the  pur- 
pose of  fonaing  the  issues  which  alone  could  be 
object*  of  a  trial  by  jury. 


,  the  objection  went  to  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  Senate,  there  would  be  an  end  of  its  judicial 
character.  For,  as  the  Senate  has  judicial  cogni- 
zance only  in  the  case  of  impeachment,  if  the 
hi  by  jury  be  a  reason  why  no  proceedings  can 
had  before  them  upon  articles  of  impeachment, 
nust  necessarily  tbllow  that  the  whole  of  their 
judicial  authority  is  abolished;  by  which  an 
important  feature  of  their  original  Constiiutioual 
-''Hiactei  is  obliterated.  But,  sir,  it  is  loo  much 
say,  when,  in  the  2d  section  of  the  Isl  article 
of  the  Constitution,  we  find  a  power  to  impeach 
expiyuly  given  to  the  House  of  RepresentatiTes, 
and  in  the  3d  section  of  the  same  article,  a  power 
to  try  all  impeachments  exjirtatly  vested  in  the 
Senate,  and  when  we  find  in  other  parts  of  the 
Constitution  numerous  provisions  on  the  subject 
of  impetuhment  that  all  this  should  be  done  away 
by  a  doubtful  inference  as  to  the  intention  of  an 
amendment,  the  words  and  object  of  which  are 
completely  satisfied  without  such  an  operation. 
Sir,  It  is  extremely  evident  that  the  amendment 
ivas  solely  designed  to  secure  the  trial  by  jury  in 
criminal  prosecutions  in  thecourts  of  law,  and  that 
it  never  entered  into  the  view  of  those  who  framed 
it,  that  it  Hhould  produce  an  innovation  of  the  Cot^ 
as  the  abolition  of  a  (ffo- 


ceeding  of  the  first  political  necessity  for  the  piu- 
ishmenl  of  great  offenders,  and  the  security  of  the 


which  must  follow  in  regard  of  another  proceed- 
ing equally  suited  to  its  object  1    If  the  amendr 
meni  is  to  operate  to  the  extreme  latitude  of  its   ' 
words,  as  the  trials  before  our  courts  martial  a 


trial  by  jury.  And  whrai  this  does  happen,  there 
must  certainly  be  an  end  of  discipline  in  the  armjr 
and  navy.  Sir,  for  my  pact  I  can  aee  no  difficulty 
in  the  subject 

The  amendment  b  a  [srt  of  the  CoDStitutiOD, 
and  as  it  now  stands,  it  is  the  same  thins  aa  if 
it  originally  had  been  made  a  part  of  it.  U  such 
had  been  the  case,  what  doubt  could  there  hare 
been  as  to  the  construction  of  the  instrument? 
In  one  port  of  it  we  find  a  feneral  provision, 
securing  the  trial  by  jury  in  all  criminal  prosecu- 
tions, and  in  another  purt,  the  3d  section  of  the  3d 
article,  an  express  exception  of  the  trial  by  iucy 
in  cases  of  impeachment.  It  is,  therefore,  plain, 
that  though  it  was  the  intentirai  to  establish  it  as 
the  general  rol&  that,  on  criminal  prosecutions, 
the  trial  should  be  by  jury,  yet  that  exceptions  to 
the  rule  were  designed  to  be  allowed  in  the  oasM 
of  impeachment  and  of  courts  martial. 

If  the  trial  by  jury  were  annexed  to  the  juris- 
diction of  the  Senate,  it  does  not  appear  to  me 
that  it  would  abridge,  as  some  may  imagine,  the 
power  of  the  body,  but,  on  the  contrary,  would 
increase  it. 

By  the  Constitution,  no  nun  can  be  convicted 
by  the  Senate  without  the  concurrence  of  two- 
thirds  of  the  members  present ;  but  if  the  power 
of  conviction  be  attribiued  to  a  jury,  it  must  re- 
sult that  judgment  of  removal  from  office  and 
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disqualificstioQ  may  be  given  by  a  majority.  Nay, 
sir,  I  think  ihete  is  some  question,  if  this  ameod- 
ment  is  to  introduce  a  juiy  into  the  constitution 
of  this  Court,  that  a«  it  appears  they  may  convict 
generally  of  the  offence,  that  this  Court  might 
pass  a  general  judgment  to  the  extent  of  statute 
or  common  law  punishment. 

I  have  but  one  observation  more  to  make 
this  point,  which  is,  that  impeachment  is  a  j: 
eeedmg  purely  of  a  political  nature.    It  is  nol 
much  designed  to  punish  an  offender  as  to  secure 
the  State.    It  touches  neither  his  person  nor  his 
property,  but  simply  divests  him  of  his  political 
capacity.     It  would   therefore  seem,  from    the 
nature  of  this  body,  that  they  were  peculiarly  and 
exclusively  the  proper  tribunal  to  try  impeach' 


I  shall  now  proceed  to  the  discussion  of  aaother 
,  point,  arising  oat  of  llie  plea  of  the  party  im- 
peached, embairassed,  1  confess,  with  more  diffi- 
culties tnan  the  one  which  I  have  been  employed 
in  considering.  The  plea  alleges,  that  William 
Blount^  at  the  time  of  the  act  done,  charged  in 
the  articles  of  impeachmeot,  was  a  Senator  of  the 
United  States;  tnat  a  Senator  is  not  an  officer  of 
the  United  Stales,  and  that  no  persons  but  the 
President,  Vice  President,  and  civil  officers,  are 
liable,  by  the  Constitution,  to  impeachment.  In 
answer  to  this  objection  we  submit  two  points : 

1.  That  all  persons,  without  the  supposed  limit- 
ntionjare  liable  to  impeachment. 

2.  That  in  order  to  carry  into  effect  the  geneivl 
ioient  of  the  Constitution,  a  Senator  must  be  con- 

'    sidered  as  a  civil  officer. 

It  will  be  found,  sir,  upon  an  examination  of 
the  Constitution,  that  in  no  place  are  the  cases 
defined,  or  the  persons  described,  which  were  de- 
signed as  the  objects  of  impeachment.  I  will  beg 
the  liberty  of  stating  all  the  provisions  which 
hare  been  made  on  tne  subject.  The  last  clause 
of  the  2d  section  of  the  Ist  article  vests  the  power 
of  impeaching  in  the  House  of  Representatives. 
The  fifth  clause  of  the  3d  section  of  the  1st  arti- 
cle gives  the  cognizance  of  impeachments  to  the 
Senate.  In  the  same  article  and  section,  the  6th 
clause,  the  punishment  on  conviction  is  defined. 
The  Sd  section  of  the  2d  article  takes  from  the 
President  the  power  of  pardoning,  and  the  4th 
section  of  the  2d  article  provides,  that  certain 
officers  on  conviction  shall  be  removed  from  office. 
These,  sir,  I  believe,  are  the  only  material  provi- 
sions to  be  discovered  on  this  subject  in  the  Con- 
stitution. And  it  is  very  evident,  that  in  none  of 
these  does  an  intention  appear  to  declare  in  what 
coses  an  impeachment  shall  be  sustained,  or  to 
what  persons  it  shall  be  confined. 

On  this  subject,  the  Convention  proceeded  in 
the  same  manner  it  is  manifest  they  did  in  many 
other  eases.  They  considered  the  object  of  iheir 
legislatioa  as  a  known  thinf,  having  a  previous 
dSnite  existence.  Thus  exislins,  their  work  was 
solely  10  mould  it  into  a  suitable  shape.  They 
have  given  it  to  us,  not  as  a  thing  of  their  crea- 
tion, but  merely  of  their  modiAcation.  And, 
therefore,  I  shall  insist,  thai  it  remains  as  at  com- 
mon law,  with  the  variance  only  of  the  positive 


provisions  of  the  Constitution.  The  same  jmci- 
ple  is  scattered  in  every  part  of  the  Caostiiatitm. 
Were  we  to  rely  solely  on  the  details  of  the  in- 
strument itself,  we  should  be  incapable  of  uada- 
staudingand  executing  the  greater  part  of  its  regu- 
lations. That  law  was  familiar  to  all  those  who 
framed  the  Constitution.  Its  instttntions  fur- 
nished the  principles  of  jurisprudence  in  most  of 
the  States.  It  was  the  only  common  leDgnare 
intelligible  to  the  members  of  the  Convention,  li 
was  a  work  too  great  for  them  not  only  to  form  i 
Constitution  of  Qovernment,  but  also  a  code  of 
municipal  law.  The  members  of  the  Sooth  would 
never  have  agreed  to  receive  the  local  instiiotians 
of  the  North,  as  the  common  law  of  the  Sutei. 
But  the  first  source  from  which  all  theCaloDiet 
originally  derived  the  principles  of  their  law,  ma 
the  only  point  of  resort  to  which  it  could  be  a- 
pecled  that  all  would  have  recourse.  We  accord- 
ingly find  many  terms  which  cannot  be  under- 
stood, and  many  regulations  which  cannot  be  eis- 
cuted  without  the  aid  of  the  common  law  of 
England.  Thus,  it  is  said,  in  the  sixth  section  of 
the  1st  article,  that'the  members  of  both  Houses 
shall  be  privileged  from  arrest,  except  in  cases  of 
treason,  felony,  and  breach  of  the  peace.  When 
we  inquire  wnat  is  meant  by  felony  and  breach  of 
the  peace,  the  Constitution  is  silent.  Again,  in 
the  second  clause  of  the  9th  section  of  the  Ist  arti- 
cle, it  is  said  that  the  privilege  of  the  writ  of 
habeas  corpus  shall  not  be  suspended,  unless  when, 
in  cases  of  rebellion  or  invasion,  the  public  safely 
may  require  it.  But  the  same  instrument  has  not 
given  us  the  form  of  the  writ,  nor  defined  the 
cases  to  which  its  relief  shall  extend,  nor,  in  short, 
prescribed  any  of  the  proceedings  which  relate  to 
Its  execution.  In  the  third  clause  of  tbe  same 
section  and  article,  it  is  ordained,  that  no  bill  of 
attainder  shall  be  passed,  but  there  is  nothing 
which  attends  it  which  wotdd  enable  us  to  com- 
prehend the  restriction.  In  the  4tli  section  of  tke 
second  article,  it  is  provided,  that  the  PresideDI,  ■ 
Vice  President,  and  all  civil  officers,  shall  bert- 
moved  from  office  on  impeachment  for  and  con-  | 
on  of  treason,  bribery,  and  other  high  crimes  ■ 
and  misdemeanors. 

lie  Constitution  has  defined  treason.     Tbe   f 
abuses  of  the  term  at  different  periods  of  the  Eof  1 
lish  history  was  tbe  inducement  to  fix  its  meaning 
and  extent.    This  circumstance  strongly  indicates 
the  law  they  had  in  view  j  to  tbe  obscurity  and 
latitude  whereof  they  were  unwilling  to  commit 
the  crime  of  treason,  but  to  the  certainty  of  tvhieh 
they  were  satisfied  to  leave  the  offence  of  bribery    , 
10  other  high  crimes  and  misdemeanors. 
The  third  clause  of  the  8d  session  of  the  3d 
article  speaks  of  a  trial  by  jury,  but  the  numbet 
wjiich  composes  tbe  jury,  and  the  unanimity  od 
which  the  verdict  is  founded,  are  not  prescribed. 
The  first  clause  of  the  3d  section  of  the  si 


«thei 


IS  ooert  act,  without  defining  tbem. 


attainder  shall  nol  work  corruption  of  blood- 
Surely,  sir,  it  is  in  the  common  law  alone  thai  we 
find  that  corruption  means  the  extinction  of  the 
heritable  quality  of  blood.    I  shall  trouble  the  hon- 
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orable  Court  with  bnt  one  more  mstance  of  the 

Siocif^e  foi  wbich  I  am  conteodiDg.  It  is  in  the 
section  of  the  4th  article,  where  it  is  proTided, 
that  the  cilizeBs  of  each  State  shall  be  entitled  to 
all  pnmlegea  and  immunitiea  of  citizens  in  the 
seretai  States.  Upon  these  vords  I  have  known 
a  contTorenf  in  a  court  of  law  as  to  their  extent. 
And  the  limits  which  were  set  to  them  by  the 
judgment  of  the  Coart  were  drawn  from  ibeir 
import  in  the  books  of  common  law. 

The  cases  which  I  have  cited,  1  humbly  tohmit 
abundaatly  prove  the  propositioo  with  which  I 
set  oat,  that  where  the  Constitution  has  given  us 
terms  which  it  does  not  explain,  or  directed  pro- 
ceeding which  it  has  not  defined,  and  where  it 
is  plam  that  the  regolation  was  viewed  as  pre- 
viondy  existing,  and  designed  simply  to  be  modi- 
fied, in  such  caaea,  we  must  have  recourse  to  the 
common  law,  in  order  to  ascertain  the  original 
nature  of  the  subject  which  is  necessarily  adopted 
io  the  Constitution,  in  consequence  of  bemg  made 
an  object  of  its  provisions.  Such,  sir,  as  1  have 
deserioed,  is  our  situation  upon  the  present  subject. 

The  Constitution  has  said  who  shall  have  the 
power  to  impeach  and  who  of  trying  impeach' 
ments.  It  has  also  limited  the  extent  of  the  pun- 
ishment. But  it  has  not  described  the  persons  who 
shall  be  the  objects  of  impeachment,  nor  defined 
the  cases  to  whtch  the  remedy  shall  be  confined. 
We  cannot  do  other  wise, -therefore,  than  presume, 
that  upon  these  points,  we  are  designedly  left  to 
the  regulations  of  the  common  law.  Sir,  in  the 
very  threshold,  has  not  this  law  given  us  the 
foundation  upon  which  we  stand?  Where  have 
we  looked  for  the  fonn  of  the  pleadings,  which 
has  brought  the  present  question  before  the  Court? 
And  if,  sir,  a  question  of  eridence  should  arise,  as 
happened  upon  a  former  occasion,  should  we  hesi' 
tate  as  to  the  law  which  onght  to  determine  its 
competency?  If  we  were  asked,  whether  agreater 
looseness  in  pleadings  on  impeachment  were  not 
allowed,  than  in  suits  at  law,  we  should  answer  in 
the  affirmative;  and  if  it  were  inquired,  whether 
the  rules  of  evidence  were  more  ux,  we  should 
answer  in  the  Q^ative;  and  in  such  opinions,  1 
trust,  we  should  not  be  contradicted  bv  the  learned 
coimsel  of  the  party  impeached,  ana  yet,  sir.  the 
opinions  conld  alone  be  collected  from  the  rules 
of  the  common  law. 

It  is,  perhaps,  worthy  of  observation,  that  even 
as  it  regards  those  persons  who  are  clearly  liable 
to  impeachment,  there  is  no  direct  provision  which 
subjects  them  to  it.  Thus,  in  the  4tb  section  of 
the  Sd  article,  which  has  the  closest  connexion 
with  the  point,  it  has  not  said  that  the  President, 
Vice  President,  and  civil  officers,  shall  be  liable 
to  impeachment;  hut,  taking  it  for  granted  that 
the^  were  liable  at  common  law,  has  introdnced 
an  imperative  provision  as  to  their  removal  upon 
'  ''  n  of  certain  Crimea. 


1,  for 
jom- 

mon  law?  And  I  am  confident,  as  to  this  point, 
the  learning  and  liberality  of  the  counsel  will  save 
me  the  trouble  of  argument,  or  the  citation  of 
authorities,  to  establish  the  position,  that  the  qnes- 


tion  of  impeach  ability  is  a  question  of  discretion 
only,  with  the  Commons  and  Lords.  Not  ihai  F 
mean  to  insist,  that  the  Lords  have  legal  cogni- 
zance of  a  charge  of  a  capital  crime  against  a 
commoner,  but  simply  that  all  the  King's  subjects 
are  liable  to  be  impeached  by  the  Commons,  and 
fried  by  the  Lords.upon  charges  of  high  crimes  and 
misdemeanors.  And  this,  sir,  goes  to  the  extent 
of  the  articles  exhibited  against  William  Blount. 
And  for  my  part,  1  do  nol  conceive  it  would  have 
been  sound  policy  to  have  laid  any  restriction  a* 
to  person  upon  the  power  of  impeaching. 

It  is  not  difficult  to  imagine  a  case  in  which  the 
punishment  it  imposes  would  be  the  most  suitable 
which  could  be  iofiicted.  Let  us  suppose,  thai  a 
citizen  not  in  office,  but  possessed  of  extensive  in- 
fluence, arising  from  popular  arts,  from  wealth  or 
connexions,  actuated  by  strong  ambition,  and  as- 
piring to  the  first  place  m  the  Government,  should 
conspire  with  the  disaffected  of  our  own  country, 
or  with  foreign  intriguers,  by  illegal  artifice,  cor- 
ruption, or  force,  to  place  himself  in  the  Presiden- 
tial Chair,  I  would  ask,  in  such  a  case,  what  pun- 
ishment would  be  more  likely  Co  quell  a  spirit  of 
that  description,  thao  absolute  and  perpetual  dis- 
qualification for  any  office  of  trust,  honor,  or  profit, 
under  the  Gk)Ternment;  and  waat  punishment 
could  be  better  calculated  to  secure  the  peace  and 
safety  of  the  State  from  the  repeiiiion  of  the  same 
offence  ? 

Upon  this  point,  I  have  nothing  further  to  urge, 
but  shall  proceed  to  support  the  second  pomt, 
which  I  stated,  that  supposing  the  power  of  im- 
peachment limited  bv  the  Constitution,  to  the 
President,  Vice  President,  and  civil  officers,  "in 
order  to  carry  into  effect  tae  general  intent  of  the 
Constitution,  a  Senator  jaust  be  considered  as  a 
civjl  officer." 

ir,  it  is  extremely  strange  to  say,  that  a  Sena- 

,  who  participates  in  all  the  genert^powers  of. 
the'  Government,  is  not  an  officer.  We  see  him 
acting  as  a  Legislator,  an  Executive  Magistrate, 
and  a  Judge,  and  yet  we  are  told  be  is  not  an 
May  1  ask,  what  an  office  is?  I  hare 
ever  understood  it  to  mean  the  exercise  of  some 
authority.  It  is  not  material  whether  the  authority 
be  public  or  private;  the  only  consequence  would 
be,  that  the  office  would  follow  the  nature  of  the 
authority.  In  common  parlance,  there  could  be 
no  doubt,  but  that  a  Senator  whose  public  func- 
tions reach  every  authority  of  Government,  would 

iphatically  be  considered  as  an  officer.  And  I 
. .  laider  myself  warranted  in  saying,  that  the  legal 
intendment  of  the  word  office  does  not  materially 
vary  from  its  received  meaning  in  ordinary  speech. 
It  is  in  my  power  to  show  that  it  has  legislatively 
been  used  to  comprehend  the  members  of  a  Rep- 
resentative and  Legislative  body.  And  for  this 
purpose,  I  will  refer  the  honorable  Court  to  an 
ordinance  of  Congress,  passed  the  13th  of  July, 
1787,  to  be  found  in  the  12th  volume  of  the  Jour- 
S;  the  object  of  the  ordi- 
1  Government  northwest 
T  Ohio.    I  shall  1)6  excused  for  reading 
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for  the  term  of  tiro  years;  and  in  caae  of  the  death 
of  a  Representative,  or  remoral  from  office,  the 
CbrerDor  shall  issue  a  writ,"  dec. 

Anin,  ''TbeQeneral  Assembly, or  Legislatare, 
ahair  consist  of  the  G^verDor,  Legislative  Coancil, 
mad  a  House  (^Representatives.  The  LegislHtive 
Council  shall  consist  of  five  members,  lo  continue 
in  office  Sve  yean,  unless  sooner  removed  by  Con- 
(^ess;  anv  three  of  whom  to  be  a  quorum:  and 
the  members  of  the  Council  shall  be  nominsled 
and  appointed  in  the  foUawiag  manner,  to  wit : 
As  sooa  as  Representatives  shall  be  elected,  the 
Goveroor  shall  appoiot  a  time  and  place  for  them 
to  meet  together,  and  when  met,  they  shall  nomi- 
nate ten  persons,  reaidenis  in  the  district,  and  each 
Ksessed  of  a  freehold  in  five  hundred  acres  of 
d,  and  return  their  names  to  Congressj  five  of 
whom  Congress  shall  appoint  and  commission  to 
leive  as  aforesaid;  and  whenerei  a  vacancy  shall 
happen  in  the  Council,  by  death  or  removal  from 
q^ce,  the  House  of  Represenlatives  shall  nomi- 
nate two  persons  qualified  as  aforesaid,  for  each 
vacancy,  and  return  their  names  to  Congress,"  Ac, 

In  page  eighty-nine,  it  is  said,  ''The  Governor, 
Jitdges,  Legislative  Council,  Secretary,  and  such 
other  <meer*  as  Congress  shall  appoint  in  the  dis- 
trict, shall  take  an  oath  or  affirtnatioD  of  fidelity, 
and  of  o^ce,"  &c. 

This  exposition  of  the  word  office  is  cotempo- 
rary  with  the  use  of  it  in  the  Convention.  On 
the  day  that  ordinance  passed,  the  CouTet 
were  sitting  in  this  city.  And  when  we  reflect, 
sir,  that  both  those  bodies  were  composed  of  mem- 
bers from  the  several  States,  all  appointed  in  the 
aame  manner,  by  tbe  Legislatures  of  the  States, 
and  that  both  were  employed  upon  the  same  sub- 
ject of  forming  a  Qovernment,  I  apprehend  that 
the  aense  in  which  an  important  term  is  used  by 
tbe  one  body,  may  properly  be  allowed  to  be 
■trong  evidence  of  the  meaning  aitached  to  it  by 
tbe  other.  1  have  further  proofiD  ihia  case,  of  the 
extent  to  which  this  word  was  supposed  to  reach 
at  the  epoch  referred  to,  which,  however,  is  per- 
haps, more  curious  than  authoritative.  Sir,  it  is 
lemarkable,  that  the  party  impeached,  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Confess  which  oassed  the  ordinance 
which  1  have  cited,  and  that  nis  assent  to  it  stands 
recorded.*  He  was  then  acting  under  the  solemn 
ahligation  of  a  Legislator ;  his  opinion  was  proba- 
bly  the  result  of  a  disinterested  and  unbiasedjudg- 
■nenl;  but  now,  when  his  crimes  have  subjected 
him  to  a  national  prosecution,  he  seeks  to  shelter 
himself  from  the  punishment  he  has  merited,  by 
Mtribuiing  an  interpretation  to  a  term  opposed  to 
thai  which  he  himself  has  deliberately  given  lo  it. 
Such  contradiction  uiuaily  attends  the  conduct  of 
a  man,  who,  departing  from  the  path  of  integrity, 

S'elds  to  the  seductions  of  a  treacheroni  and  mor- 
nate  ambition. 

I  ata  sensible,  Mr.  President,  that  I  bave  not 
yet  touched  the  point  of  the  argument  which,  on 
(his  subject,  will  be  relied  on. 

•Jaamai  of  Congreii,  voL  xii,  page  93. 


I  presume  it  will  be  said,  that  the  qtteation  is 
It  whether  a  Senator  may  be  considered  *a  an 
officer  in  common  oi  legal  pariance,  but  wbettm 
an  officer  within  the  contemplation  of  the 
Constitution.  I  will  readilv  agree,  that  if  the 
question  can  be  settled  by  the  light  of  the  Con- 
stitution alone,  we  shall  not  be  warranted  in  hav- 
ing reconrte  to  any  other,  but  if  that  light  still 
leaves  the  question  in  darkness,  every  ray  of  IB- 
formation  should  becnllected  which  can  assist  oar 
of  the  subject,  though  deriTed  from  other 
quarters.  I  do  not  know,  however,  air,  that  1 
need  despair  of  success  iabein^  able  to  convince 
this  honorable  body,  that,  in  the  jost,  constitutioBal 
exposition  of  the  word  officer,  it  embracea  the 
trust  of  a  Senator.  I  presume  the  learned  Coun- 
sel will  not  diflfer  from  me,  when  I  lay  down  the 
true  rule  of  conatructionto  be.so  tointerprelaa 
inatrument  as  to  give  the  fnllcst  e&ot  to  all 
its  parts.  If  there  be  apparent  conUadictk^ 
we  must  attempt  to  reconcile ;  and  if  there  be  ab^ 
solute  repugnancy,  wemast  reject  that  part  'which 
can  be  rejected  with  the  least  violence  to  the  gen- 
eral intention.  If  these  principles  be  cmtect,  1 
humbly  apprehend  that  an  attentiTe  examinaiioa 
of  the  different  parts  of  the  Conititation  masl  be 
followed  by  the  opinion,  that  a  Senator  must, 
according  to  it,  be  deemed  aa  officer.  I  shall  not 
affect  to  disguise,  that  there  are  naasogea  in  the 
Ccmstitution,  the  an»ect  of  whicn  is  opposed  to 
the  opinion  1  state ;  but  what  I  expect  to  ahow  is, 
that  there  are  provisions  of  greater  importance 
which  must  he  partly  frustrated  upon  a  differeDl 

Erinciple.  In  the  discuseion  of  this  point,  I  shall 
eg  the  liberty,  in  tbe  first  place,  of  considering 
those  grounds  which  I  presume  will  be  relied  on 
to  show,  that  a  Senator  is  not,  by  the  Coastita- 
tion,  considered  as  on  officer. 

The  first  ground  I  find  referred  to  in  the  idea,  ii 
the  4ih  section  of  the  second  article.  It  ia  there 
provided,  that  the  President,  Vioe  Preaident,  and 
all  eiril  officers  of  the  United  Stetea,  shall  be  re- 
moved from  office  on  impeachment  and  convic- 
tion of  certain  crimes  there  specified. 

There  is  nothing  in  this  provision  which  can 
affect  the  immediate  question  under  consideration. 
For  the  queatioo  is,  whether  a  Senator  is  a  civil 
officer.  If  he  be,  which  is  the  point  I  am  cchI' 
lending,  he  is  within  the  ezpcess  words  oi  the 
section.  The  same  answer  applies  to  the  7th 
clause  of  the  3d  section,  of  the  first  article  a  mc- 
ond  ground  I  find  relied  on  in  the  plea — the  sub- 
stance of  which  is,  that  judgment  on  impea^ 
ment  shall  not  extend  further  than  remoral  from, 
an^  disqualification  to  hold,  any  office  of  honor, 
trust,  or  profit,  under  the  United  States.  It  is 
very  plain  that  there  is  nothing  here  whieh  can 
affect  the  question  whether  a  Senator  be  an  cfi- 
eer.  There  are  two  clauses  in  tbe  Constitution, 
which,  though  not  stated  in  the  plea,!  do  prasuioe 
more  stress  will  be  laid  on  than  upm  thoac  refer- 
red to  in  the  plea.  The  first  of  these  ia  tbe  3d 
section  of  the  second  articl^  which  declares  that 
tha  Prerideut  shall  commisNOn  all  officara  of  die 
United  Stales;  and  aa  it  is  clearly  not  d 
that  he  should  e "" " '■ 


M  daaigard 
r,itinU  he 
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inferred  thai  a  Senator  i«  not  to  be  coDiidered  at 
an  officer. 

I  humbly  trust  I  c&n  show,  that  il  ^as  not  the 
intention  of  the  CoDstituiion  that  these  wordc 
ebould  teke  effect  in  their  full  extent ;  and  I  shall 
sabmit  that  ihey  ought  to  be  undenlood  accord- 
ing; to  the  subject  to  which  they  api^f. 

A  commission  is  simply  an  evidence  of  author- 
ity det^ated  to  a  particular  person.  And  surely 
it  is  proper  that  that  evident^e  should  show  fTom 
the  sBEoe  source  from,  which  the  appointment  is 
derived.  By  the  Constitution  the  President  is 
made  the  fountain  of  office.  The  officers,  prop- 
erly speaking,  under  the  United  States  are  all  ap- 
poioied  by  him ;  and  it  was  right,  therefore,  as  the 

Gneral  power  of  appointing  was  given  to  him, that 
should  also  have  the  general  power  of  commis- 
sioning. 

It  is  certain  that  it  was  intended  that  the  power 
of  commissioning  should  not  exceed  that  of  ap- 
pointing ;  because  the  President  does  not  commis- 
sion any  one  whom  he  does  not  appoint.  The 
provision  in  question  was  not  intenaed  to  define 
who  should  be  considered  as  officers,  but  to  intro- 
duce a  plain  and  just  role  of  policy  that  the 
power  or  appointing  aud  eommissioniDg  ahonld 
reside  in  the  same  person.  The  practice  under 
this  Constitutional  regulation,  explains  its  mean- 
ing and  extent.  It  is  clearly  not  true  that  he 
commissions  all  officert  of  the  United  States. 
He  is  an  officer  himself,  and  so  expressly  denomi- 
nated  throughout  the  2d  article,  and  yet  he  has  no 
.commission.  It  is  equally  clear  that  the  Vice 
President  is  an  officer.and  yet  not  commissioned. 
Again,  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives is  an  officer,  as  I  shall  have  occasion  to  show 
~  hereafter,  but  has  no  commission.  And  there 
are  also  a  varietyof  subordinate  officers,  appoint- 
ed by  Heads  of  Departments  and  Courts  of  Just- 
ice, whom  the  President  does  not  commission.  1 
am,  therefore,  justified  in  concluding  that  il  does 
not  follow,  because  a  person  has  no  commission 
from  the  President,  that,  therefore,  he  is  not  to  be 
considered  as  an  officer. 

There  is  another  objection  of  a  similar  nature, 
arising  from  the  provision  in  the  6th  section  of 
the  Ist  article,  of  which  it  is  probable  much  use 
will  be  made.  That  section  declares,  that  noper- 
«on  holding  on  office  wider  the  Vmled  States 
Aalt  be  a  member  of  either  House  during  hii  coN- 
tiitttaBce  in  office.  It  will,  therefore,  be  said,  if 
the  place  of  a  Senator  is  an  office,  this  clause  ' 
repusuant  and  absurd. 

This  provision,  I  humbly  apprehend,  has  the 
same  limits  with  the  one  which  I  hare  just  ad- 
retted  to.  The  intention  of  it  was  to  erect  a 
barrier  between  the  Executive  and  Legislative  de- 
partments;  to  prevent  Biecntive  patronage  from 
ittflucncing  Legislative  councils.  It  was  designed, 
therefore,  to  apply  solely  to  tbe  officers  of  Execu- 
tive appointment.  I  am  not  much  diqiosed,  sir, 
to  place  reliance  in  an  ar^ment  upon  so  ^^*^X  a 


-an  office  wader  tbe  United  Stales  shall  be  a 
mbei  of  either  House  during  his  continoance 
office.  The  United  States  here  means  the 
Government  of  the  United  Stales,  for  the  United 
Slates  nants  no  office  but  through  the  Govern- 
ment. Now,  it  is  cleat  that  a  Senator  is  not  an 
officer  ui\deT  the  Government.  The  Qovernment 
of  the  President,  the  Senate,  and  House 
of  Representatives,  and  they  who  constitute  the 
Government  cannot  be  said  to  be  under  it.  Be- 
sides, a  Senator  does  not  derive  his  authority  from 
the  Government.  The  senatorial  power  is  an 
emanation  of  the  State  sovereignties  ;  it  is  co- 
ordinate with  the  supreme  power  (rf  the  United 
Slates  ;■  in  its  aggr^ate,  it  forms  one  of  the 
highest  branches  of  the  Government.  Giving 
every  efiect  to  this  section,  it  would  only  prove 
that  a  Senator  is  not  an  officer  vnder  the  Oovem- 
ment  of  the  United  States,  but  still  he  may  be  an 
officer  q/*  the  United  Slates;  and,  give  me  leave 
to  say,  that  the  distinction  which  1  have  here 
taken,  is  supported  by  the  variance  of  language 
to  be  found  in  another  part  of  the  Constilation. 
The  4th  section  of  the  2d  article  navidcs,  that 
the  President,  Vice  President,  and  all  civil  officers, 
not  under,  but  o^  the  United  States,  shall  be  re- 
moved from  office  on  impeachment  and  convic- 
tion,  Alc.  It  would  seem,  therefore,  that  it  may 
plainly  be  collected,  that  the  power  of  impeach- 
ment extends  further  than  to  officers  ttmfar  the 
United  States.  But,  sir,  let  me  confess  that  I  un- 
willingly place  any  confidence  upon  an  argument 
derived  from  mere  verbal  criticism.  In  constru- 
ing the  charter  of  a  Government,  our  view  should 
comprehend  all  its  parts,  and  our  aim  should  be 
it  according  to  its  general  and  true 


'X-, 


,      .upon  .  

but  I  tbink  I  shall  be  excused  for  paying  someat- 

tention  to  the  peculiar  tangnr '  ''--     ' 

question.    The  regolalion  is, 


tention  to  the  peculiar  langnage  of  the 

*"'  'Mionis,  that  no  peraon  hold- 


argument  which  I  have  snlxnitted  must  be 
taken  hypothetically.  Supposing  we  are  pre- 
cluded from  considering  a  Senator  as  an  offioflr 
under  the  United  States,  he  may  still  be  desned 
an  officer  of  the  United  States.  For,  sir,  I  mean 
to  contend  that  tbe  4th  section  of  the  Sd  article  is 
confined  to  officers  of  Eieeuiive  appointment ; 
and  I  shall  be  able  to  show,  by  a  L^islalive  ex- 

Ciiioo,  that  a  member  of  the  Legislative  body  has 
n  couaidered  as  an  officer  under  the  United 
States;  and  although  so  considered,  it  has  never 
been  supposed  to  follow  that  the  seat  was  va- 

The  Constitution  has  given  a  power  to  Con- 

Sress,  in  ease  of  a  vacancy  in  the  office  of  Presi- 
eot,  by  the  death  or  resignation  of  the  President 
and  Vice  President,  to  provide,  by  law,  what  offieer 
ahould  fill  the  vacancy.  Under  this  powN,  Con- 
gress, on  the  lit  of  March,  1T9S,*  by  law  enact- 
ed, that  in  case  of  such  a  vacancy,  the  Speaker  of 
tbe  House  of  Representatives  should  exercise  the 
office.  The  power  being  confined  to  the  destgaa- 
tion  of  an  officer  of  the  United  States,  a  penm 
not  an  officer  could  not  have  been  appointed  by 
the  act  of  Congress  to  fill  die  vacancy. 

I  have,  then,  a  legislative  opinion  that  the 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  is  an 

*  Acts  of  CottgteM,  voL  iL  p>  S6. 
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officer  of  [he  United  SMtes ;  and,  if  the  inlerpre- 
tation  of  the  section  under  coDsidentioa  ia  to  t 
Testrained  only  hy  the  extent  of  Ihe  words,  it  mu 
follow  that  toe  House,  ia  choosine  a  Speak* 
disqualify  him  as  a  member  of  the  H(     "     "" 


r,  the  c 


1  fact,  i 


from  its  nature.  And  I  hare,  therefore,  a  hig-h 
thority  for  saying  that  these  sectionn  are  not  con- 
sidered aa  erooTaciDg  all  the  officer!  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  that  the  (^neralitv  of  the  words 
must  be  restrained  by  conQoing  tnem  to  the  of- 
ficers of  Executive  appointment.  When  the 
Constitution  provided  that  all  officers  under  the 
United  States  should  be  commisiioned  by  the 
Presideot,  and  that  no  person  holding  any  office 
nader  the  United  States  should  be  a  member  of 
either  House,  it  is  eitremelv  manifesi,  from  the 
object  deiigned  to  be  accomplished,  that  the  terms 
used  were  intended  to  reacn  officers  only  of  Bi- 
eeuiive  appointment.  Such  being  the  single  view, 
the  term  omce  was  certainly  incautiously  used  in 
relation  to  other  subjects.  Notwith  Bland  log  the 
words,  all  officers  are  not  commissioned  by  the 
President ;  nor  is  it  more  »  universol  truth,  that 
no  person  holdiagan  office  under  the  United  States 
can  be  a  member  of  either  House.  This  provis- 
ion  was  designed  to  preserre  the  purity  of  the 
Legislative  hody,  to  exclude  Esecntire  influence, 
as  a  barrier  dividing  the  two  great  branches  of 
Government;  and  its  end  is  completely  answered 
when  restrained  to  offices  filled  by  the  President. 

I  have  submitted,  in  thecourseof  my  argument, 
that  the  sound  principle  of  construction  to  be 
adopted  in  relation  to  the  construction  of  an  in- 
strument, having  in  view  the  vast  object  of  set- 
tling the  powers  of  the  Government,  and  the  rights 
of  the  people,  is  to  give  it  such  an  interpretation 
as  is  best  calculated  to  give  eS^ect  generally  to  all 
its  parts  according  to  its  true  design.  If  I  am  sup- 
ported in  this  [H'inciple,  1  shall  be  able  to  show,  by 
stroiig  cases  under  the  CoDstilution,  that  its  un- 
deniable intention  must  be  frnstrnted  if  a  Senator 
be  not  considered  an  officer  of  the  United  States. 

1  find  it  provided  in  the  7tb  clause  of  the  ^ 
section  of  the  Ist  article,  that  conviction  on  h 


Cchment  disqualifies  the  party  convicted  from 
ling  any  office  of  honor,  trust,  or  profit,  under 
the  United  States.    If  a  seat  in  the  Senate  be 


an  office,  the  disqualification  does  not  extend  to  it. 
And  yei,  can  it  reasonably  be  contended  that  the 
policy  which  incapacitates  a  citizen,  if  convicted 
on  impeachment,  from  holding  an  office  the  most 
mean  and  humble,  does  not  apply  to  the  case  of  a 
Benatoi?  The  wisdom  of  the  Constitution,  sir, 
has  considered  a  conviction  as  an  evidence  of 
moral  imfitness  for  public  trust.  It  never  can  hap- 
pen bat  in  the  caae  of  a  great  national  ofienee. 
And  -sliall  such  an  oflender,  degraded  from  the 
capacity  of  even  being  doorkeeper  of  thu  Cham- 
ber, yet  retain  the  capacity  of  being  a  member  of 
~  bony  of  the  most  dignity,  tmst,  and  power, 


the  country?     This 


I  politics,  a 


absurdity  in  reason,  which  I  trust  this  honorable 
Court  will  not  willingly,  by  their  act,  attach  to  an 
so  highly  and  justly  revered  a*  Ihe 
a  of  our  QovenunenC 


I  find,  also,  a  provision  in  the  7th  clause  of  the 
9ih  section  of  the  first  article,  that  "  no  persoa 
holding  any  office  of  profit  or  trust  under  the  Uni- 
ted States,  shall,  without  the  consent  of  the  Con- 
^ress,  accept  of  any  present,  emolument,  office,  or 
title  of  any  kind  whatever,  from  any  King,  Princi^ 
or  foreign  State."    If  a  Senator  holds  no  office  of 

firofit  or  trust  under  the  United  States,  it  is  law- 
ul  for  him  to  accept  a  present,  title,  or  office,  from 
any  King  or  foreign  State.  Can  it  be  possible 
that  a  public  functionary,  of  all  others,  the  pecu- 
liar object  of  this  jealous  restriction,  is,  in  fact 
the  sole  object  of  exemption  from  its  operation  1 
Can  it  be  imagined  that  a  Senator,  upon  whom 
the  Constitution  has  heaped  the  powers  and  Inista 
of  Lesislator,  Judge,  andExecati*eMa0straie,i« 
the  only  person  who  is  left  exposed  to  tne  seduc- 
tions of  foreign  influence  ?  It  can  never  be  ad- 
mitted that  a  situation  which,  from  its  trust  and 
importance,  most  invites  corruption,  is  the  only 
one  which  the  Constitution  baa  notguarded  against. 
If,  sir,  a  Senator  be  nol  an  officer  under  this  claiue. 
it  might  happen  that  ihe  Senate  of  Ihe  United 
Stales  might  become  a  House  of  Lords.  It  would 
be  in  the  power  of  any  King  in  Europe  to  chance 
our  free  Government,  and  to  convert  one  biaqcn, 
at  least,  from  a  republican  into  an  aristoctatie 
form.  You  will  not  suffer  an  Ensign  in  your  army 
to  accept  the  humble  title  of  Chevalier,  and  yet  yon 
will  allow  an  inten'sl  pan  of  the  Government  to 
be  compiled  of  Earls  and  Dukes.  And  let  me 
pray  the  honorable  Court  to  remember,  at  the 
same  time,  that  the  Constitution  has  provided 
that  a  member  of  either  House  shall  not  be  allow- 
ed to  retain  his  seat  and  hold  any  commisaiDn, 
civil  or  military,  under  the  United  States.  The 
President  has  no  titles  to  grant,  nor  office*  of  gremt 
emolument  to  confer ;  and  yet  the  chaste  repnbli' 
canism  of  the  Constitution  wilt  not  allow  a  Sen- 
ator to  feel  the  influence  of  his  patronage  ;  and 
yet,  at  the  same  time,  he  may  lawfully  be  the 
pensioner,  or  the  titular  noble  of  a  foreign  Power. 
Such  a  doctrine  is  not  simply  absurd,  but  infinite- 
ly daogeroas.  It  is  ever  wiser  to  jmiteet  men 
from  temptation,  than  to  trust  their  resisting  it. 
The  party  impeached  is  an  instance  that  th«  con- 
fidence and  honors  of  hia  country  could  not  secure 
his  fidelity.  He  is  also  a  proof  that  nnprincipled 
men  may  insinuate  themselves  into  popular  favor, 
and  be  seated  in  this  body,  beside  men  of  the  beat 
and  purest  character  in  the  country.    It  it  com- 

etible  with  the  dimity  of  this  body  to  say  it  shall 
liable  to  such  impurity  ?  Are  you  bound  to 
receive  into  your  bosom  a  character  degraded  by 
political  crimes,  or  stained  with  moral  turpitade? 
And,  even  if  yon  expel  him,  must  you  open  your 
arms  to  receive  him,  if  returned,  a  second  timeT 
And  can  it  be  affirmed  that  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States  is  the  only  body  expoaed  by  the 
Constitution  to  this  shame  and  degradation  T  If 
disqualify  h'im,  the  very  ddinqnent 
B  the  comn 


against  whom  t 


e  of  the  Goontry 


calls  for  justice,  and  whom  we  are  now  praecnt 
ing,  may  again  take  a  seat  in  this  honorattle  body, 
and  exercise  the  high  tmst  which  already  he  haa 
sosrossly  abused,  and  of  which  he  luu  shown 
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himself  so  UQWorthf.  The  coosequences,  I  honi- 
blv  submil,  must  ever  aileuce  the  caDstniciicm 
which  declares  a  Senator  not  an  officer  of  the  Vai- 
led States.  By  eoasidctiiig  him  as  an  officeT,you 
interfere  with  the  strict  letter,  but  you  commit 
no  violence  upon  the  true  iuteutiou  of  the  Cod- 
Mitation  ;  on  the  uinlnry,  by  considering  him  noE 
an  officer^  you  fTullrale  aiffeient  provisions  of  the 
first  political  importance. 

Mr.  President,  I  am  sensible  of  some  embarrass- 
ment in  opening  the  argument  on  the  part  of  the 
prosecution,  arising  from  the  difficulty  of  foretee- 
iDg  the  points  which  will  be  most  relied  on,  or 
most  pressed  by  the  counsel  for  the  parly  im- 
peached. On  this  subject  I  have  nothing  to  direct 
me,  bat  the  objections  which  appear  on  the  face 
of  the  plea. 

It  certainly  flimishes  other  points  than  those 
already  discussed ;  deeminc  them,  however,  sub- 
ordinate, and  which  possiUy,  may  be  either  aban- 
doned or  relied  on,  I  shall  not  trouble  the  honora- 
ble Court  with  any  observations  iu   respect  of 

I  observe,  it  is  stated  in  the  plea,  that  William 
Blount  was  not  an  officer  of  the  United  States  at 
the  time  of  the  act  done  charged  in  the  Articles  of 
Impeachment.  This  objection  isremoved  if  cither 
of  the  grounds  which  we  have  taken  be  maintain- 
able: 1st,  That  impeachment  is  not  confined  to 
omcers,  but  extends  to  every  citizen ;  2d,  That  a 
Senator  is  an  officer  of  the  United  States. 

It  is  also  all^^d  in  the  plea,  that  the  party  im- 
peached is  not  now  a  Senator.  It  is  enough  that 
ne  was  a  Senator  at  the  time  the  articles  were 
preferred.  If  the  impeachment  were  regular  and 
maintainable,  when  preferred,  1  apprehend  no  sub- 
sequent event,  grounded  on  the  wilful  act,  or 
caused  by  the  delinquency  of  the  party,  can 
vitiate  or  obstruct  the  proceeding.  Otherwise  the 
party,  by  resignation  or  the  commission  of  some 
offence  which  merited  and  occasioned  his  expul- 
sion, miffht  secure  his  impunity.  This  is  asainst 
one  of  the  sagest  maxims  of  the  law,  which  does 
not  allow  a  man  to  derive  a  benefit  from  his  own 

It  is  further  insisted  in  the  plea,  that  the  act 
done  did  not  regard  the  office  ofthe  party. 

I  do  not  in  the  first  place  admit  the  truth  of  this 
allegation.  For  1  conceive  that  a  plain  violation 
of  the  trust  reposed  in  the  party  may  be  discover- 
ed in  the  matter  alleged  iu  the  articles.  I  shall 
not,  however,  trouble  you,  sir,  [by  going  through 
the  articles  with  a  view  to  this  poiat.  The  charges 
are  before  the  Court,  and  every  honorable  mem- 
ber can  easilv  satisfy  his  own  mind  as  to  a  ques- 
tion rather  of  fact  tnan  law.  But  I  conceive  that 
it  is  not  material  whether  the  objection  be,  in  fact, 
true  or  grouDdtesa.  Because  there  is  not  a  sylla- 
ble in  the  Constitution  which  confines  impeach- 
ment to  official  acts,  and  because  it  is  against  the 
plain  dictates  of  coinmon  sense,  that  such  restraint 
should  be  imposed  on  it.  Let  me  suppose  that  a 
Judge  of  the  United  Stales,  for^^tting  his  duty 
and  the  grariijr  of  his  situation,  instead  of  usins 
his  authqrity,  in  case  of  an  insurrection,  to  quell 
tbe  insQ^ats,  should  aid  them  io  tbeir  violence. 


Surely  this  would  not  be  a  Judicial  act ;  and  shall 
I  be  told,  for  that  reason,  that  he  shall  not  be  lia- 
ble to  impeachment  ?  How  else  is  he  to  be  re- 
moved? He  may  be  called  upon  to  try  the  very 
men  whose  crimes  he  was  a^essary  to ;  and  would 
he  be  fit  in  sucb  case  to  pass  sentence  t  Common 
sense  tells  us  he  ought  10  be  remoTed.  His  office 
was  granted  during  ^ood  behaviour,  and  the  ten- 
ure has  expired  by  lus  ill  conduct.  But  I  am  ata 
loss  to  know  how  the  taet  is  to  be  ascertained,  and 
the  end  accomplished,  but  by  conviction  on  im- 
peachment. 

Bat  one  other  point  remains,  which  1  can  dis- 
cover from  the  plea.  It  is  alleged  that  the  com- 
mon law  courts  have  competent  jurisdiction  to 
punish  the  Qprty  for  any  offence  he  has  commit- 
ted. 

I  will  observe,  flrst^  that  this  suMestlon  is  not 
true ;  because  there  is  no  court  of  common  law 
which  can  give  judgment  of  disqualification, 
which  power  exclusively  belongs  to  this  honora- 
ble body,  and  is  a  just  punishment  for  the  offences 
committed  by  the  party  impeached.  In  the  second 
place,  if  the  suggestion  were  true,  it  would  not  be 
effectual ;  because  by  the  seventh  clause  of  the 
seventh  section  of  the  first  article  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, delinquents  shall  he  liable  both  to  the  pan- 
ishmeol  upon  impeachment,  and  [bat  inflicted  in 
the  courts  of  common  law.  It  is  no  objection  to 
say  that  the  courts  have  co^izance  of  the  ofl[enee, 
because  it  is  expressly  provided  that  the  one  pun- 
ishment shall  not  be  an  exemption  from    the 

Mr.  President,  I  have  gone  through  all  the  ob- 
jections to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Court,  which  1 
can  discover  in  the  plea.  1  shall  not  trouble  yon 
with  a  recapitulation  ofthe  matters  which  I  have 
urged  against  the  sufficiency  of  the  plea.  I  have 
already  consumed  much  time,  and  am  indebted 
for  mtich  attention.  I  conclude  with  praying 
that  die  plea  be  overruled,  and  the  party  ordered 
to  answer  the  articles  of  impeachment. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  iHOEBao!.!.,  is  behalf  of  the 
defendant,  for  further  time  to  reply,  it  was  allov- 
1,  viz :  nndl  to-morrow  morning  at  11  o'clock, 

which  time  the  Court  adjourned. 

JtHUABT  4. 

The  Managers  and  Counsel  for  the  defendant 
attended. 

The  Vice  Phbbidgnt  notified  the  counsel  they 
might  proceed:  and  Mr.  Dallas,  in  behalf  of  the 
defendant,  spoke  in  support  of  the  [dea,  as  fol- 

Mr.  Dallas  premised  that  be  was  eooaeioos  that 
he  must  fail  in  any  attempt  to  imitate  the  elo- 
quence of  the  honorable  Manager,  who  yesterday 
addressed  the  Court ;  but  he  trtuted  that  be  shontd, 
at  least,  be  as  successful  as  that  gentleman  in  ad- 
hering to  the  rule  which  had  been  proposed  for 
the  present  discussion,  by  abaiaiaing  from  all  da- 
clamsitory  matter. 

He  thought  that  the  consideration  of  the  two 
general  propositions  would  etnhraee  all  that  w«s 
necessary  to  be  said,  Mther  in  maintenance  of  the 
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plea  to  the  jturiadieiton  of  the  Senate,  or  in  answer 
to  the  adverse  argutaents.  He  should,  thererore, 
endeavor  to  establish, 

1.  That  only  ciTJl  officers  of  the  United  States 
are  impeachable ;  and  that  the  offences  for  which 
an  imi>eachineDt  lies,  must  be  committed  in  the 
•xacntion  of  a  public  office. 

3.  That  a  Senator  is  not  a  civil  officer,  im- 
peachable within  the  meaning  of  the  Constitntion ; 
aad  that,  in  the  preneat  instance,  no  crime  or  mis- 
demeanor is  charged  to  hare  been  committed  by 
William  Blount,  in  the  character  of  a  Senator. 

1.  That  only  civil  officers  of  the  United  States 
are  impeachable ;  aod  that  the  offences  for  which 
an  imp«achmeai  lies,  muat  be  committed  in  the 
execution  of  a  public  office.  , 

The  necessity  of  discussing  the  first  branch  of 
this  proposition  could  hardly  have  been  smicipat- 
ed  *,  bnt  aa  the  honorable  Manager  had  contended 
that  the  Constitutional  grant  of  a  power  to  insti- 
tute and  try  impeachments  eitends  ex  vi  (emitni, 
to  every  description  of  offender,  and  to  every  de- 
gree ofoffence,  a  just  respect  for  the  high  authori- 
ty which  he  rmreients,  as  well  as  for  the  talents 
which  he  has  displayed,  compeb  the  defendant's 
counsel  to  follow  aim  in  the  wide  field  of  contro- 
rersy  that  he  has  unexpectedly  chosen.  A  claim 
of  jurisdiction  so  onlimited,  embracing  every  ob- 
ject of  the  penal  code,anaihilatiDgall  aitcrimina- 
tions  between  civil  and  military  cases,  aod  over- 
throwing the  boundaries  of  Federal  and  State  au- 
thority, ought  surely  to  have  been  supported  by 
an  express  and  unequivocal  delegation  :  but,  be- 
h<dd,  II  rests  entirely  on  an  arbitrary  implication, 
from  the  use  of  a  single  word ;  and  while  the 
(tream  is  thus  copious,  thus  inundating,  the  source 
is  enveloped  (like  the  sources  of  the  Nile)  in  mys- 
tery and  doubt. 

The  Constitution  declares,  that  "the  Honse  of 
Bepresentatives  shall  have  the  sole  power  of  tm- 
^peadvnKia  i"  and  that  "the  Senate  shall  have  the 
sole  power  to  try  all  ifltpefuAmente .'"  Hence,  it 
has  been  urged,  that  as  there  is  no  description  of 
the  offenders  or  the  offences  in  the  Ci 


itself,  where  the  power  is  vested,  every  offender 
and  every  offenee,  impeachable  according  to  the 
common  law  of  England,  must  be  deemed  im- 
peachable here  ;  and,  it  is  alleged,  that  the  com- 
mon law  power  of  impeachment  extends  to  every 
crime  or  misdemeanor,  that  can  be  eommiited  by 
any  subject,  in,  or  out  of  office.  But,  Mr.  Dallas 
insisted,  that  this  doctrine  is  cMttrary  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  our  Federal  compact ;  that  it  is  contrary 
to  the  general  policy  of  the  law  of  impeachments  J 
and  that  it  is  contrary  to  a  fair  construction  of  the 
very  terms  of  the  Constitution. 

1.  That  the  doetnne  ii  contrary  to  Oie  prind- 
fia  of  our  Federal  cotnpact,  he  deduced  from  the 
design  with  which  the  Oovemmeni  of  the  United 
States  waa  estaUiahed ;  For.  although  it  is  in 
some  of  its  features  Federal;  in  others  it  iscon- 
aolidated;  in  some  of  iu  operations,  it  affects  the 
people  as  individuals,  in  others  it  applies  to  them 
m  the  aggr^aie  as  States ;  yet,  in  every  view,  all 
the  powers  and  attributes  of  the  National  Oovem- 
ment  are  nuUtor  of  ezpran  and  potitiTe  gruitand 


ifer ;  whatever  is  not  expresaly  granted  and 
transferred,  must  be  deemed  to  remain  with  the 
people,  or  with  the  respective  States ;  and  as  the 
motive  for  establishing  the  Federal  Constitaiion 
arose  from  the  want  of  a  competent  national  au- 
thority in  cases  in  which  it  was  essential  for  the 
people  inhabiting  the  differenr  States  to  act  as  a 
nation,  so  far  the  people  ^ve  power  to  the 
Federal  Government ;  but  the  delegation  of  thai 
power  is  evidently  limited  by  the  reason  which 

Sroduced  it.  Thus,  in  the  creation  of  a  national 
udiciary,  we  find  that  in  criminal  as  well  as  civil 
cases,  no  authority  is  vested  in  the  ooarts^  but 
upon  the  appropriate  subjects  of  national  juris- 
prudence. Const.  An.  1,  Sec.  1.  ArL  3.  Crime* 
and  misdemeanors,  which  have  no  connexion  with 
naliooal  objects,  are  left  to  be  ^osecuied  and  pun- 
bhed  under  the  laws  of  the  Slate  in  which  they 
are  committed.  And  yet  it  is  asserted,  that  iat 
any.crimeor  misdemeanor  which  could  wily  be 
thus  the  object  of  State  jurisdiction,  which  could 
not  be  tried  upon  an  indictment,  in  any  Federal 
Court,  a  State  officer  or  a  private  citizen  may  be 
impeached  before  the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 
The  mere  investment  of  a  power  to  impeach  and 
to  try  iropeaclimeots,  is  considered  as  an  instra- 
ment  destined  to  carry  the  Goremmeni  beyond 
its  natural  sphere ;  and  to  give  to  the  censorship  (tf 
the  Senate,  a  scope  and  efficat^  of  which  the  gen- 
eral Judicial  authority  of  the  Union  does  not  par- 
take. 

Bat  the  honorable  Manager  having  referred  to 
the  English  common  law,  for  an  exposition  of  the 
import  and  operation  of  the  power  of  impeaeh- 
ment,  Mr.  Dallas  contended  that  the  United  Suies 
as  a  Federal  Government,  had  no  common  law  in 
relation  to  crimes  and  punishments,  and  ciled  the 
opinion  of  a  Judge  of  the  United  Stales  on  the 
subject.  The  crimes  punishable  under  the  au- 
thority of  the  United  States,  can  only  be  such  as 
the  Constitntion  defines,  or  acts  (tf  Congrea*  shall 
create,  in  order  to  effectuate  the  general  powos  of 
the  Oarernmeni.  How.  he  asked,  did  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  Slates  acquire  a  commoa 
law  jurisdiction  in  the  ease  of  crimes,  and  b« 
what  standard  is  the  jurisdiction  to  be  regulated? 
When  the  Colonies  of  America  were  first  settled, 
each  Colony  brought  with  it  as  much  of  the  com- 
mon law  as  was  applicable  to  its  circunutances 
and  it  chose  to  adopt;  but  no  Colony  adopted  all 
the  common  law  of  England,  and  there  was  great 
diversity,  owing  to  toed  and  other  circumstance*, 
in  the  objects  and  extent  of  the  common  law 
which  the  different  Colonies  adopted.  The  com- 
mon law  is,  therefore,  the  law  of  each  State  so 
far  as  each  Slate  has  chosen  to  adopt  it :  but  the 
United  States  did  not  bring  the  common  law  vridi 
them.  There  are  no  express  words  of  adopUoa 
in  the  Constitution  ;  and  if  a  common  law  is  to 
be  assumed  by  implication,  is  it  to  be  the  com- 
mon law  of  individual  States,  and  of  which  Stale? 
Or,  is  it  to  be  the  common  law  of  Eogland,  and 
at  what  period  ?  Are  we  to  take  it  from  the  datk 
and  bartnious  pages  of  the  common  law,  with  all 
the  feudal  rigor  and  appendages ;  or  is  it  to  be 
takon  as  it  has  been  ameliorated  by  the  refine- 
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ments  of  modem  tegi^ation  1  Would  it  not  be 
absurd  lo  refer  as  to  the  ancient  common  law  of 
England?  And  if  we  areKferied  to  ii  in  itiim- 
proTed  state,  do  we  not  tather  adopt  the  slattites 
than  the  connnon  law  of  that  coaotry  1  And  is 
the  common  law  to  flnciuate  for  ever  bae  as  it 
mar  fluctoate  there  1 

Herr  Mr.  Dallaa  cited  «  varietjr  of  caiei  to 
show  the  extraragant  length  to  which  the  an- 
cient common  law  doctrine  of  impeachments 
bad  been  extended,  and  iusiaied  that  there  was 
no  more  occaiion  lo  go  to  the  TolumeB  of  the 
Knglish  law  for  a  eloMary  on  the  impeach- 
ment powet,  tfasn  tor  an  exposition  of  the 
words  ^  felony,"  "  breach  of  the  peace,"  dbc.,  Ae^ 
all  of  which  were  in  aac,  and  perfectly  under- 
stood, in  the  different  States,  before  the  present 
Constitution  waa  eataUialied.  The  different  States, 
speaking  in  the  same  language;  make  use  of  the 
same  terms  to'expreas  a  similiir  idea  ;  but,  in  in- 
stances innumeiaole,  particularly  on  the  subject  of 
crimes  and  panishmeata,  though  their  theories 
irere  the  same  their  practice  was  widely  different, 
no4  only  with  the  practice  of  England,  but  with 
the  practice  of  each  other.  Mr.  Dallas  then  rep- 
resented, end  illustrated,  the  pernicious  and  an- 
sutd  consequences  that  woulo  ensue,  either  by 
adopting  the  penal  comman  law  ot  Snglaad,  or 
the  penal  laws  of  the  respective  States,  as  the  rule 
for  the  Federal  Qovemment.  In  the  former  event, 
though  every  State  in  the  Union  had  rejected  or 
amended  the  common  law  of  crimes  and  punish- 
ments, all  its  rigor  will  be  revived  and  enforced ; 
and,  in  the  latter  event,  the  principle  of  oniformi- 


..  a  of  justice,  would  be  effectualljr  destroyed. 

It  is  the  object  of  the  Constitution  to  establish 
a  NatiODal  Ghivernment,  independent  in  its  opera- 
tioos,  and  with  powers  adequate  to  self-preserva- 
tion. But,  Mr.  Dallas  observed,  that  the  doctrine 
which  the  Managers  contended  for  was  at  war 
with  that  object,  and  rendered  the  Qovemment 
dependent  upon  the  laws  and  usaze  of  a  foreign 
country.  Nor  was  there,  the  sligotest  neeesiiiy 
for  the  interposition  of  the  doctrine,  since  the 
Constitution  itself  provides  a  means  for  carrying 
the  impeachment  power,  as  well  as  every  other 
power,  into  effect ;  and  if  the  casen  and  objects 
proper  for  impeachment  are  not  sufficiently  de- 
fined in  the  Constitution,  Congress  may  pass  a 
law  to  define  and  ascertain  them. 

The  honorable  Manager  has  asaerted,  that  the 
investment  of  the  impeachment  power  is  absolute. 
"  The  House  of  Representatives. shall  have  tbe  sole 
power  of  impeachment ;"  "  the  Senate  shall  have 
the  sole  power  lo  try  ^1  impekohments."  And, 
he  contends,  that  the  langua^ofthe  fourth  sec- 
tion of  tbe  second  article,  so  »r  as  it  speaks  of  the 
"  President,  Vice  President,  and  all  civil  officers  of 
the  United  States,"  is  merely  a  recital,  not  to  de- 
signate the  objects  ot  impeachment,  but  to  point 
out  a  class  ot  persons  who,  imperatively,  "^wU 
be  renwvodfivm  o^ee  on  impeachment  for,  and 
conviction  of^  treason,  iMibery,  or  other  high 
crime*  and  misdemeanor*."    But  if  tfaisargnment 


:  just,  it  will  equally  apply  in  the  case  of  the  Sx- 
BUtive  and  Judicial  Departments ;  for,  the  phra- 
seology of  the  articles,  with  respect  to  the  invest- 
ment of  ih^r  powers,  is  precisely  the  same  ;  and 
the  same'  common  law  code,  to  which  we  are  re- 
ferred foran  exposition  of  the  impeachment  power, 
votild  also  supply  a  political,  and  tecbnicaL  ezpo- 
n  of  the  Executive  and  Judicial  authority. 
IS,  in  article  the  2d,  it  la  generally  declared, 
that  ''  the  Bzeeutive  power  shall  be  vested  in  a 
President  of  the  United  States  of  America ;"  and 
the  subsequent  proviaioo*  may,  with  equal  pro- 
priety, be  denominated  mere  recital  i  designating 
a  form  of  election,  an  oath  of  office,  and  some  m 
tbe  Executive  attributes.  Again:  iii  article  3d,it 
Qerally  declared,  that  "the  Judicial  power  of 
Joited  States  shall  be  vested  in  one  Sapreme 
Court,  and  in  such  inferior  courts  as  the  Congreaa 
may,  from  time  to  time,  ordain,  and  establish  ;" 
but,  surely,  it  wm  never  thought  that  the  power 
of  the  Federal  Courts  extendi  beyond  the  enu- 
merated cases,  though  those  cases  are  as  much 
matter  of  recital  is  the  cases  prescribed  for  the 
exercise  of  the  impeachment  power. 

8.  But  the  docirue  is  not  only  inconsistent  widi 
the  priociptes  of  tbe  Federal  compact,  it  ia,  alstk 
inconsistent  with  the  general  policy  of  the  law  at 
impeachments.  The  system  of  criminal  jnris- 
prudenee  is  eo-extettsive  with  all  the  ordinary  ob- 
jects of  prosecution  and  panishment;  but  the 
jealously  inat  power  might  be  nsed  to  protect  ofS- 
cial  delinquents,  gave  nse  to  impeaehmenis  even 
'  England.  In  the  3d  vol.  of  Woodaori't  Leo- 
tvret,  page  690,  the  fact  is  asserted.  "  It  is  certain 
(says  that  author)  that  magistrate*  and  officers  en- 
truated  with  tbe  administration  of  pablic  aflhiie, 
may  abuse  their  delegated  powers  to  the  extensive 
detriment  of  the  community,  and,  at  the  s 


t  prope 


the  ordinary  tribunals.  The  influence  of  such  de- 
linqoenis.  and  the  nature  of  such  offences,  may 
not  unsuitably  engage  the  authority  of  the  high- 
est court,  and  the  wisdom  of  the  sagest  aaeembly. 
The  Commons,  therefore,  as  the  grand  inquest  of 


then: 


they  ,  .      ,    . 

dignity,  or  with  safel' 
where  but  to  those  wt 


for  penal  jus 
in^tenily  either  with  their  own 


the  accused,  sue  else- 
ihare  with  them  in  the 
Le^slature.  On  this  policy  is  founded  the  origin 
of  impeachments,  which  Degan  soon  ^er  the 
Constitution  aaanmed  its  present  form."  The 
author,  in  a  subsequent  page,  (p.  601,)  states, 
"  that  bU  the  King^  subjects  are  impeachable  in 
Parliament ;  but  with  this  distinction,  that  a  Peer 
may  be  so  aecused  before  his  peers  of  any  crime, 
a  Commoner  (though,  perhaps,  it  was  formerly 
otherwise)  can  now  be  charged  with  misdemean- 
ors onlv,  not  with  any  capital  offence."  This  po- 
however,  most  be  nuderstood  i 


dence  with  the  funeral  policy  previotisly  staled : 
and  then  all  subjects  an  impeacnable.  because  all 
subjects  may  be  magtstrmiei  and  pablic  officen. 


The  instances  specified  in  Woodtton  are  all  of  an 
official  nature ;  and  no  other'  description  of  im- 
peachment by  the  Commons  can  be  traced  in  die 
Bnglish  books. 
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Mr.  D.  proceeded  to  aigue,  ibat  the  policf  of 
the  law  01  impeachments  beiog  thus  ascerUioed 
in  Eogluid,  a.aj  departure  from  it  in  the  practice 
of  that  country' augtit  not  to  be  made^  precedeni 
in  America.  Wbererer  ibe  appoiDtmenl  to  office 
is  iodependent  of  the  people,  the  policy  is  the 
same,  whateTer  may  be  the  form  ol  the  GoTem- 
meat ;  but  the  leaion  of  the  law  shoir.H  and  lim- 
its its  esient.  It  ii  not  witliio  the  reason  of  the 
law  of  impeachmenls  that  any  man;  who  is  not  a 
public  omcer,  should  be  so  prosecoted ;  nor  any 
public  office!  fof  an  offeaee  which  has  no  relation 
to  his  public  trust. 

3.  The  doctrine^  in  fine,  is  inconsistent  with  a 
fair  comirnclioD  of  the  terms  of  the  ConstiintioD. 
The  operative  words  are  express :  ''  The  Presi- 
dent, Vice  President,  and  alt  civil  officers  of  the 
United  States,  shall  be  remored  from  office 
impeachment  for.  and  conviction  of.  treason,  brib- 
ery, or  other  hiffn  crimes  and  misilemeanors." — 
AfL  ^  sec.  4.  The  prerious  clauses  are  only  de- 
•criptire  of  the  power  and  distribative  of  its  exer- 
cise; declaring  that  the  sole  power  to  institute, 
and  the  sole  power  to  try,  impeachments,  shall 
belong  to  the  branches  of  the  Legislature  re- 
spectively. The^  contain  no  description  of  the 
persons  liable  to  mipeachmeat,  oar  of  the  ofiences 
for  which  the  impeachment  ma^  be  brought.  To 
suppose  that  they  include  a  jurisdiction  over  all 
persons,  for  all  offences,  is  to  annihilaie  the  trial 
oy  jury  where  a  punishment  more  severe  ihaii 
death,  to  an  honorable  mind,  may  be  inflicted ;  it 
is  to  overthrow  all  the  barriers  of  criminal  juris- 
prudence; for  every  petty  rc^e  may  be  tried  by 
impeachment  before  this  Hish  Court  for  every  of- 
fence within  the  ind^nite  eussifieaiioii  of  a  mis- 
demeanor. 

The  reason  of  the  thing,  as  well  as  the  expres- 
sion, shows,  however,  that  the  offender  must  be  a 
civil  officer,  to  vest  tue  jurisdiction  of  impeach- 
ment. For  every  other  offender  a  competent  pun- 
ishment is  provided  in  the  ordinary  tribunals ;  but, 
in  the  case  of  a  public  officer,  no  sentence  strictly 
judicial,  in  any  common  law  court,  can  affect  the 
tenure  of  his  office.  In  ibe  business  of  offices,  to 
appoint,  to  re-appoini,  or  to  abstain  from  re-ap- 
pointing, are  attributes  and  exerjises  of  Bcectilive 
anthority :  the  ordinary  judicial  authority  cannot 
exercise  them,  nor  restrain  or  regulate  their  exer- 
cise by  the  proper  magistrate.  Hence  arose  the 
neceiisity  of  the  judgment  in  case  of  a  conviction 
on  impeachment ;  which,  by  declaring  that  the 
delinqoent  officer  shall  be  removed,  and  that  he 
shall  never  be  r&appoinied,  affixes,  in  effect,  a 
check,  or  limitation,  to  the  general  power  of  the 
E^ecntive, 

But,  if  civil  officers  are  not  exclusively  contem- 
[tlated,  why  limit  the  judgment  on  impeachment 
simply  to  a  removal  and  diaqualification  t  The 
common  law  tnaxim  says,  that  no  man  shall  be 
twice  tried  for  the  same  offence ;  and  if  the  Sen- 
ate may.  on  anjr  charge  against  any  offender,  try 
the  whole  merits  of  the  accusation  and  defence, 
why  restrain  them  from  pronouncing  the  whole 
judgment  1  Why  multiply  trials,  aniT  parcel  out 
jurudictions,  when  one  trial,  one  jurisdiction, 


wonldaccompliEheverypurpOBeof  jutuce?  There 
is  an  appearance  of  absurdity  in  the  doctrine  that 
cannot  be  overlooked.  A  private  citizen,  who 
holds  an  office,  may  be  impeached,  oir  the  specu- 
lation that,  at  some  period  o{  his  life,  it  is  possible 
he  should  be  appointed  a  public  officer.  And,  if 
any  sentence  is  pronounceo,  it  must,  in  bis  case, 
be  a  perpetual  disqualificatioa ;  whereas,  in  the 
case  ofa  man  actually  in  office,  the  sentence  may 
only  extend  to  a  present  removal. 

Again:  if  the  bare  designation  of  the  panr 
who  should  impeach,  and  of  the  party  who  should 
try  impeachments,  creates  a  jnnsdiction  over  all 
persons  for  all  offences,  why  should  the  subse- 
quent clanse  specially  name  the  President,  Vice 
President,  and  all  civil  o&cub  of  the  United 
States  9  They  would,  certainly,  be  included  in 
the  general  authority  i  and  it  can  be  no  answer  to 
say,  that  it  was  with  a  view,  impentiTely,  to 
command  their  removal  on  conviction,  became 
the  restricted  judgment  of  the  Senate  points  em- 
phatically at  their  case — a  removal  from  <ffice 
and  a  perpetual  disqualification.  Would  not  those 
officers  be  removed  or  disqualified  for  any  offence 
for  which  a  private  citizen  might  be  disiqualified 
on  impeachment,  though  it  is  not  one  of  the  enti- 
merated  offences  1  It  is  here^  likewise,  to  be  re- 
marked, that  the  persons  subject  lo  removal,  are 
to  be  '■  civil  officers  of  the  Umted  States,"  exclud- 
iog  all  idea  of  affecting  the  station  of  State  offi- 
cers; and  yet  State  raicers,  as  well  as  private 
citizens,  are  liable  to  impeachment  before  this 
Senate,  according  to  the  present  claim  of  juris- 
diction. 

And  here  Mi.  D.  again  asked,  if  the  general  in- 
vestment of  the  power  of  impeachment  created 
so  unqualified  a  juriidiciion,  by  what  law  are  we 
to  be  guided,  in  instiiuting,  conducting,  and  cm- 
cluding  theprocessi  There  is  no  act  of  Congress 
adopting  or  prescribing  a  rule ;  and  if  it  b  a  mM- 
'  -.1  referred,  by  implication,  to  the  English  code^ 
hence  will  the  Senate  derive  a  discretionary 
power  to  adopt  the  modern  and  reject  ihe  ancient 
law;  to  select  the  doctrine  as  it  relates  to  Peers, 
or  the  doctrine  aa  it  rela|es  to  Commoners?  No; 
the  words  do  not  permit  this  latitude  of  jurisdic- 
tion;—the  reason  of  the  case  does  not  require  it. 
On  the  contrary,  the  Constitution  presents  a  com- 
plete and  consistent  system : — it  declares  who  shall 
impeach,  who  shall  try.  who  may  be  impeached, 
for  what  offences,  and  now  the  delinquents  shall 
be  punished.  Finding  all  these  ananRements  in 
the  Constitution,  finding  everything  tut  was  ne- 
cessary to  suit  tne  means  to  the  design,  to  intro- 
duce a  practice  in  j:onformily  with  the  policy  of 
imenis,  it  would  be  unjust  and  unreaaon- 
suppose  the  framers  of  that  glorious  in- 
strument meant  more  than  they  have  expressed, 
doubt  and  ambiguity  so  importanta  pan 
of  their  work.  The  power,  as  it  relates  to  the 
civil  officers  of  the  United  States,  is  expressly 
given ;  it  is  not  expressly  given  as  relates  to  any 
other  description  of  citizens ;  and,  therefora,  it  is 
enough  to  ebserv&  that  it  cannot  be  asanmed  or 
implied.  Here  Mr.  D.  added,  that  if  the  power 
was  assumed  under  the  general  terms  of  the  ia- 
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veitment,  it  would  eoDall^  embrace  tbe  case  of 
military  and  civil  officei*;  and  tbe  imperative 
clause,  aa  it  bas  beea  called,  only  demands  the  re- 
moval of  civil  officers  on  a  coovictioo  ;  wbereas 
the  policy,  if  it  operates  in  ihe  way  contended  for, 
would  apply  aa  much  to  military  as  to  civil  offi- 

Procevdiug  to  the  aecoiid  branch  of  the  first 
general  proposition  (that  the  offence  for  which 
an  impeachment  lies,  mast  be  committed  in  the 
ezecuiioD  of  an  official  (rust,)  Ur.  Dallas  observed, 
that  the  argument  had  necessarily  been,  in  a  great 
measure,  anticijtated.  The  ordinary  penal  law 
and  courts  of  justice  can  punish  every  offence, 
ivfaeiher  it  is  commitied  oy  public  officers, 
by  a  private  citizen ;  but  as  official  offences  c 
only  be  commitied  by  public  officers  and  as 
irould  be  a  dangerous  encroachmcat  on  tbe  Ex- 
ecutive power,  to  auihorfze  the  Judges  to  pro- 
nounce a  removal  from  office,  a  provision  has 
been  wisely  superadded,  which  is  at  once  calcula- 
ted to  preserve  the  independence  of  the  Depat't- 
ments  of  GoverumenL  and  (o  secure  the  people 
from  an  abuse  of  (he  Executive  authority.  It  is 
evident,  however,  from  the  descriDtiou  of  persons 
and  offences  impeachable,  and  the  qualified  nature 
of  the  punishment  to  be  inflicted  on  a  conviction, 
that  official  offences  and  offenders  were  alone  con- 
templated. This  opinion  is  fortified  by  tbe  ex- 
press provisions  of  the  Constitutions  of  the  indi- 
ridual  States.  [Here  Mr.  Dallas  read  extracts 
from  the  Constitutions  of  New  Hampshire,  Mas- 
sachusetts, New  York,  Pennsylvania,  North  Car- 
olina. South  Caroliaa,  Oeorgia,  Vermont,  Ken- 
tucky, and  Tennessee,  all  of  which  restricted  the 
power  of  impeachment  to  tbe  case  of  offences 
committed  in  office.]  And  he  remarked,  that  thin 
being  (he  sense  of  the  States  individualiv,  it  may 
ftiirty  be  presumed  to  be  their  sense  collectively. 
In  politics,  as  well  as  in  mathematics,  all  the  parts 
are  equal  to  the  whole  j  and  when  we  find  all  the 
parts  ptu^uing  this  policy,  we  must,  in  order  to  be 
consistent,  ascribe  the  same  policy  to  the  wbol", 
wrhen  acting  on  the  same  suDJect.  ] 
be  added,  that  even  the  House  of  Repi 
seems  to  have  entertained  the  opinion,  that  an 


PT: 


ihable  offence  must  be  an  offence  committed 
a  tbe  execution  of  his 

Its  ted,  as  the  gist  ofihechaiKt 


L  officer,  in  tbe 


of  his  office  i  since 


cles  of  impeachment,  that  the  dejendant  was  a 
Senator,  (which  the  prosecutors  contend  is  an 
office,)  and  that  the  misdemeaoors  imputed  to 
bim^  were  committed  contrary  to  the  duties  of  bis 
station. 

S.  That  a  Senator  is  not  a  civil  officer,  impeach- 
able within  the  meaning  of  (he  Constitution ;  and 
that,  in  the  prcMnt  instance,  no  crime  or  misde- 
meanor is  cnarged  to  have  been  committed  by 
William  Blount,  in  the  character  of  a  Senator. 

In  entering  upon  the  discussion  of  this  general 
propoaitiun,  Mr.  Dallas  (hoUffht  it  necessary  to 
notice  a  verbal  criticism,  to  wnich  tbe  honorable 
Bfanager  in  a  state  of  evident  embarrassment, 
had  condescended  to  resort,  in  maintenance  of  the 
claim  of  jurisdiction.  It  hodbeenserioiulv  urgeiL 
that  there  was  a  dbtinction  between  omcers  ^ 


and  officers  under,  the  United  States ;  the  fonaei 
designating  the  officers  forming  the  Departments 
of  the  Governments,  Executive  and  Legislative; 
the  latter  designating  the  officers  appointed  by  tbe 
Executive  Department.  But  a  moment's  consid- 
eration will  iocontestibly  show  (bat  (be  expres- 
sions "  officers  of."  and  "  officers  under,"  the  Uni- 
ted States,  are  indiscriminately  used  in  the  Con- 
stitution. Thus,  in  the  very  section  on  whicb 
lbs  controversy  turns,  it  is  said,  that  "  the  Fresi- 
deut,  Vice  President,  and  all  civil  officers  of  the 
United  States,  shall  be  removed  on  conviction," 
&c.  Will  it  be  admitted,  that  the  Executive  and 
Legislative  Departments  are  alone  liable  to  be  re- 
moved, under  this  provision,  and  that  it  does  not 
extend  to  officers  under  the  United  Btates,  ap- 
pointed by  the  President  t  But  the  very  judg- 
ment to  be  pronounced  excludes  such  a  construc- 
tion; for,  "judgment  in  cases  of  impeacbment 
shall  not  extend  further  than  to  removal  from 
office,  and  disquoiiQcation  to  bold  and  enjoy  any 
office  of  honor,  trust  or  profit  under  the  United 
States." 

Again ;  The  Constitution  declares,  that  "  no 
person  holding  any  office  of  profit,  or  trust,  un- 
der- t\fe  Unit«l  States,  shall,  witnout  the  con- 
sent of  Congress,  accept  of  any  present,"  Ax. 
May  the  President,  Vice  President,  and  members 
of  either  branch  of  the  Legislature,  being,  as  it  is 
said,  officers  oflhe  United  Sta(es,  accept  a  present, 
or  a  title,  without  (he  consent  of  Congress  t 

A^ain:  The  Cons(itu(ion  declares,  that  ''the 
President  shall  appoint  all  other  officers  of  the 
United  States:"  does  this  give  him  no  power  to 
appoint  officers  under  [be  Uni(ed  Slates?  If  it 
does  not,  whence  does  he  derive  that  power. 
which  he  daily  exercises?  By  the  6th  article  ot 
the  Coosiitntion  it  is  provided,  that  "  the  Senators 
and  Representatives  before  mentioned,  and  the 
members  of  the  several  State  Legislatures,  and  all 
Executive  and  Judicial  officers,  both  of  the  Uni- 
ted Sute*,  and  of  tbe  several  States,  shall  be 
bound  by  oath  or  affirmation  (o  support  this  Con- 
stitution;  but  no  religious  test  shall  ever  he  re- 
quired as  a  qualification  to  any  office,  or  public 
'  ~  jL  under  tbe  United  Stales:"  Now,  is  it  rea- 
able  to  inter|net  this  article,  so  as  to  require 
the  political  tett  only  from  officers  of  (he  United 
States,  that  is  from  the  President  and  members  of 
the  Lwslature,  and  not  from  officers  under  the 
United  States,  that  is  from  persons  appointed  by 
the  Executive?  Or  so  as  to  exempt  officers wntto* 
the  United  States,  that  is,  officers  appointed  by  the 
Executive,  from  the  religiout  tett,  while  such  a 
test  may  be  exacted  from  tbe  President  and  mem- 
bers of  the  Legislature,  under  the  description  of 
officers  o/" the  United  Slates  1  This  cuisorjr  analy- 
sis is  a  sufficient  refutation  of  the  distinction, 
which  has  been  attempted  on  a  mere  quibble,  or 
play  of  words       ~ .' 

Mr.  Dallas  then  ptoceeded  to  observe,  that 
there  were  no  words  in  the  Constitution,  that  ez- 


the  only  Constitutional,  description  of 
persons  liable  to  impeachment ;  and  it  does  not 
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expressly  Dame  a  member  of  either  branch  of  the 
Legislature.  ToioToWe  a  legislator,  therefore,  in 
the  operatkin  of  the  power,  it  most  be  by  impli- 
cation, either  including  his  case  in  the  general 
termB  of  the  inTesCmeat,  or  in  the  description  ot 
ciril  officers.  But  why,  he  inquired,  insert  the 
President  and  Vibe  President,  nnd  omit  the  Sena- 
tor, if  the  Senator  was  equallv  intended  to  be 
affected  by  the  provision  1  Under  the  general  de- 
signation of  "  civil  officers,"  it  would  surely  have 
been  much  more  natural  to  include  the  President 
and  Vice  President,  than  the  members  of  the  Le- 
gisUtare.  If  the  President  and  Vice  President 
are  named  as  a  department  of  the  Government,  so 
oiwht  the  Senators  and  Representatives.  It  is  a 
m^  of  law,  (hat  by  naming  an  inferior  officer,  a 
superior  cannot  be  effected.  The  Legislative  de- 
portment is,  in  all  free  Qovernments,  considered 
at  the  sovereign ;  and  those  who  compose  it  can- 
not be  properly  classed  with  civil  officers,  the  sub- 
ordinate  functionaries  of  the  State.  There  is  an- 
other rule  of  law,  e3!prt*»io  vniut  exchaio  aUeri- 
ya;  and  therefore,  by  naming  the  Executive,  the 
Iif^ialative  department,  not  being  named,  is  ex- 
cluded. But  Mr.  Dallas  urged,  at  considerable 
length,  the  great  inconvenience  which  would  ari^ 
fVem  an  opposite  constraction,  by  destroying  the 
independence  of  the  two  branches  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, byeaabliag  the  Hoase  of  Representatives  to 
drive  a  Senator  from  bis  seal,  by  arming  a  major- 
ity with  the  instruments  of  personal  vengeance 
against  their  political  opponents,  arid  by  rendering 
Senators  the  judges  in  their  own  cause.  And  he 
contended,  that  to  include  the  Senators  in  the  de- 
scription of  "civil  officers,"  woald  generate  end- 
less aheurdity  and  inconsistency  in  the  Constitu- 
tion itself. 

The  2d  section  of  the  Zd.  article  provides,  that 
"  the  President  shall  nominate,  and,  by  and  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  shall  ap- 
point Ambassadors,  other  pobtic  Ministers  and 
Consols^  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  all 
other  officers  of  the  United  States,  whose  appoint- 
ments are  not  herein  otherwise  provided  for  and 
which  shall  be  established  by  law."  The  Presi- 
dent having  then  power  to  appoint  all  tbe  officers 
of  the  United  States,  including  military  as  well 
as  civil  officers  j  the  3d  section  of  the  same  article, 
declaring  that  "he  shall  commission  all  tbe  offi- 
cers of  the  United  States;"  and  the  4th  section, 
providing  for  the  removal  of  all  civil  officers  e«- 
cludiog  military  officers,  on  impeachment  and 
conviction;  it  would  seem  inevitably  (o  result, 
that  no  man  is  an  officer  of  the  United  States, 
unless  hi  has  been  appointed  and  commissioned 
bjr  the  President ;  and  that,  therefore,  unless  he 
is  so  appointed  and  commissioned,  he  cannot 
be  an  object  of  impeachment.  Here  Mr.  Dal- 
laa  requested  that  it  might  be  remembered, 
that  the  provision  respecting  impeachments  wa: 
a  put  of^lhe  Executive  article  of  the  Conslitu 
tioD;  and  waa  immediately  connected  with  thi 
arraagements  for  making  appointments,  and  itsn 
I,  under  the  authority  of  the  Pre 
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Th«i  Hr.  Dallas  proceeded  to  inquire,  does  the 


President  nominate  or  commission  Senators  or 
Representatives'?  '  No:  nor  does  the  Constitation, 
in  any  part  of  it,  term  them  officers,  or  call  their 
representative  station  an  office.  But  the  honora- 
ble Manager  has  said,  that  the  latitude  to  which 
this  position  extends  would  render  it  necessary 
that  the  President  should  issue  a  commission  to 
himself,  to  the  Vice  President^  and  to  tbe  Speaker 
of  the  House  of  Representatives,  since  they  ai« 
all  expressly  denominated  officers.  The  Consti- 
intioD,  however,  is  not  chargeable  with  this  ab- 
surdity. The  President  and  Vice  President  have 
their  commissions  from  the  Constitution  itself; 
and  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
is  emphatically  an  officer  of  the  House,  not  of  ibe 
United  States.  But  the  objection  affords  an  op- 
portunity to  illustrate  the  meaningof  the  Constt- 
lution.  It  is  provided  that  the  President  shaU 
commission  all  officers,  and  that  all  civil  officers 
shall  be  removed  on  impeachment  and  convic- 
tion ;  but  the  President  does  not  commission  him- 
self and  the  Vice  President,  and,  therefore,  as  it 
was  intended  to  affect  them  by  the  impeachment 
power,  it  became  necessary  expressly  to  name 
tbem.  The  Piesident  does  not  commission  Sena- 
tors and  Representatives;  but  it  was  not  intended 
to  affect  them  by  the  impeachment,  and,  there- 
fore, they  are  not  named. 

Mr.  Dallas  continued  to  analyze  various  puts 
of  the  Constitucion,  and  argued  from  the  opera- 
tion of  them  that  a  legislator  never  was  considered 
as  an  officer  of  the  United  Stales,  in  the  ordinary 
or  Constitotional  acceptation  of  the  t^m.  The 
6th  section  ofjhe  1st  article  contains  the  follow- 
ing passage;  "No  Senator  or  Bepresentattve 
shall,  durine  the  time  for  which  he  was  elected, 
be  appointed  to  any  cmf  <M(X  under  the  anthoritr 
of  the  United  States,  whuX^iaU  have  been  cretaeA. 
or  tke  emohimenta  whereof  shall  have  been  in- 
ereaaed  during  such  time;  and  no  peT-son  hoifSng 
arty  office  unt&r  the  United  Statet  ^aU  be  a  mem- 
b^  ^  either  Houte  dtmng  hit  cantimiance  tK 
MRce."  Nothing  could  more  strongly  mark  the 
cQserimination  between  a  l^islator  and  an  officer 
than  the  language  whieh  is  here  used.  It  is  de- 
clared that  no  member  holding  any  office  shall  be 
a  member  of  either  House  while  ne  continues  ia 
office.  If  a  member  was  deemed  an  officer,  the 
phraseology  would,  doubtless,  bare  beeiL,  "no 
member  holding  any  otAer  office."  Again:  let  it 
be  supposed  that,  previously  to  the  amendment  of 
the  Constitution,  (which  merely  provides  that  no 
law  varying  the  compensation  for  the  services  of 
Senators  and  Representatives  shall  take  effect, 
tmtil  an  election  of  Representatives  has  inter- 
vened,) the  pay  of  Senator  had  been  increased  by 
an  act  of  Congress,  could  not  a  Representative, 
who  had  assisted  in  passing  the  act,  be  chosen  a 
Senator  before  the  expiration  of  the  two  yean 
for  which  he  was  origtnallv  electedl  Again:  let 
it  be  supposed  that  a  new  State  was  erected  and 
admitted  into  the  Union ;— if  a  Senator  is  an  offi- 
cer, the  office  of  Senator  for  the  new  State  wonid 
be  created  during  the  time  for  which  Congress, 
who  created  it,  was  elected ;  and  yet  might  not  a 
member  of  that  Congress  be  choeen  a  Senator  fiir 
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the  new  Slate,  before  ihe  eipiratioD  of  the  time 
for  ^hich  he  was  elected  a  RepreseDtativei 
When,  for  instance,  Kentucky  was  lepuated 
from  Virginia,  and  erected  into  a  State,  was  not 
a  Representative  elected  for  Virffiiiia,  residing 
within  the  boundaries  of  Kentucky,  eligible  im- 
mediately a&  a  Senator  of  Kentacky,  though  he 
resigned  his  representatire  seat  before  the  term  of 
bis  election  had  elapwd  ? 

The  first  section  of  the  3d  article,  likewise, 
pointedly  distinguishes  between  a  legislator  and  a 
public  officer,  declaring,  "that  no  Senator  or  Re- 
preseDtative,  or  person  holdiog  an  offitx  of  trust 
or  profit  under  the  United  States,  shallbe  appointed 
(u)  Elector."  If  Senators  or  Representatives  were 
CQ:i»idered  as  persons  holding  offices  of  profit  or 
trust  under  the  United  States,  it  was  luperfluotis 
to  specify  them  aC  all ;  or,  if  named,  it  would  have 
been  correct  to  say,  "  no  Senator  or  Representa- 
tive, or  person  holding  any  olAer  office  of  trust  or 
profit,"  dtc.  But  it  is  important  also  to  remark, 
that  here,  where  the  Coostiiution  intends  to  work 
a  disqualification,  as  to  Senators  and  Representa- 
tives, they  are  expressly  named ;  and  no  sound 
reason  can  be  offered  why  they  should  not  bare 
b«en  equally  named,  if  the  Constimtian  had  in- 
tended to  subject  them  to  impeachment. 

But  the  8lh  section  of  the  1st  article  conlams  a 
classification,  whichis  calculated  to  demonstrate 
to  every  candid  understanding  that  the  framcrs  of 
the  Coostiiution  uniformly  distinguished  between 
legislators  and  officers.  It  is  there  provided  that 
Congress  shall  have  power  "to  make  all  laws 
which  shall  be  necessary  and  proper  for  carrying 
into  execution  the  foregoing  powere,  and  all  other 
powers  Tested  by  this  Constimtion :  1st,  in  the 
0«TerameDt  of  the  United  States;  2d,  or  in  any 
Department  thereof ;  3d,  or  in  any  officer  thereof." 
This  furnishes  a  key  to  the  meanlne  of  the  Con- 
stitution. The  OoTeromeai  of  the  United  States 
embraces  a U  the  Departments;  and  the  Le^sla- 
rare  is  a  Department.  It  is  true  that  the  Execu- 
tive and  the  Judicial  powers  likewise  constitute 
De|Mrtments  of  the  Ctovemment ;  but  ihey  are  in 
their  nature  and  operations  characteristically  dis- 
tingniibable  from  the  LegislatiTe  DepartmenL 
The  Legislature  always  conveys  to  the  mind  the 
idea  of  nfimbers;  the  Judieiary  and  Bxecative  al- 
ways convey  to  the  mind  the  idea  of  individuals; 
the  former  acta  by  majorities;  the  latter  act  by 
persans.  Hence  we  find  the  Legislatnre  is  chosen, 
tltf  Executive  and  Judiciary  are  appointed ;  the 
one  iG  called  a  trust,  the  others  are  called  offices. 
In  common  parlance,  as  well  as  io  technical  pre- 
cision, the  Lezislature  is  denominated  a  body,  of 
which  each  Representative  is  a  member.  The 
members  oUthe  Leg^islature  have  no  responsibili- 
ty but  Id  iheir  constituents ;  and  what  they  do  as 
legislators  can  nowhere  else  be  quesiioned.  " 
Executive  and  Judicial  Mwstrates  are  responsi- 
ble for  all  their  acts,  in  the  ordinary  coarse  of 
crimjoal  prosecution,  as  well  as  in  the  estraordi' 
nary  couru  of  impeachment. 

This  discinction  is  not  a  novelty;  it  has  been 
drawn  in  the  Articles  of  Confederation,  it  exists 
in  the  present  Federal  Constitntioii,  it  is  reeog- 
5th  COH.— 7S 


nised  in  many  of  the  Constituttoos  of  the  indivi- 
dual States,  and  even  the  recent  acts  of  Congress  . 
sanction  and  enforce  it.  Mr.  Dallas,  having  read 
ixtracts  to  support  his  assertion,  animadverted 
particularly  on  the  oath  of  office  prescribed  in  the 
Constitution  (Art.  S,  sec.  1)  ^>  the  President, 
though  none  was  prescribed  to  Senators  or  Re> 
presentatives;  and  (Ht  the  act  of  Congress  to  cer- 
tain oaths  which  exacted  ftom  Senators  and  Re- 
presentatives more  than  an  oath  to  support  tha 
Constitution  ;  but  to  the  Executive,  Judicial,  and 
all  the  subordinate  officers  of  the  United  Statee, 
prescribed  an  additional  oath  of  office. 

But,  Mr.  D.  contended,  that,  independent  of 
all  precedent  and  authority,  the  distinction  waa 
fotrnded  upon  the  very  nature  of  a  free  Govem- 
raeoL  The  Legislature  is,  in  theory,  the  people: 
they  do  not  themselves  assemble,  but  riier  depute 
a  few  to  act  for  them  ;  and  the  laws  wnich  ar« 
thus  made  are  the  eiprecsions  of  the  will  of  the 
people.  Over  their  Representatives,  the  people 
nave  a  complete  control,  and  if  one  set  transgress 
they  can  appoint  another  set,  who  can  rescind  and 
annul  all  previous  bad  laws.  But  the  power  of 
the  people  is  only  to  make  the  laws ;  they  have 
noihmg  to  do  with  txeatting  them ;  thev  hart 
nothing  to  do  with  exjKnmdmg  them ;  ana  hence 
arises  the  diversity  in  the  modes  of  remedying 
any  grievance  which  they  may  sufl^r  from  the 
conduct  of  their  Representatives  or  agmts.  If  a 
legislator  acts  wrong,  he  may  be  expelled  before 
the  term  for  which  he  was  chosen  has  expired  ;  ha 
may  be  rejected  at  the  next  periodical  election} 
~  ad  the  laws  which  he  has  sanctioned  may  be 
^pealed  by  a  new  representation.  But  if  an  Exe* 
itLve,  or  a  Judicial  magistrate,  acts  wrong,  the 
people  have  no  immediate  power  to  correct;  pro* 
secutioo  and  impeachment  are  the  only  remeaie* 
for  the  evil.  Then,  it  is  maoifesl,  that,  by  the 
power  of  impeachment,  the  people  did  not  mean 
to  guard  against  themselves,  but  against  their 
agents ;  they  did  not  mean  to  eidnde  themselves 
from  the  right  of  reappointing,  or  pardoning;  but 
10  restrain  the  Executive  M^istrate  from  doing 
either  with  respect  to  offioers,  whose  offices  weie- 
held  independent  of  popular  choice. 

The  subject  is  made  more  plain  by  two  consi- 
derations— 1st,  that  although  either  House  may 
expel  a  member,  they  cannot  (on  the  princii^  oi 
the  Constitution,  without  any  express  prohibition)' 
Apet  him  twice  for  the  same  cause :  3d,  that  the 
President  is  not  empowered  to  pardon  in  cases  oT 
impeachment.  In  the  case  of  expulsion,  the  mem- 
ber is  sent  to  the  people,  but  if  they  choose  to 
return  him  again,  he  has  a  perfect  title  to  his  seat. 
In  the  case  of  an  impeachment,  the  delingneBt 
officer  is  dismissed.  On  the  general  power  of  the 
Executive,  he  might  be  reappointed ;  but  to  guard 
against  the  abuse  of  that  power,  the  Constitution 
superadds  a  sentence  of  perpetual  disqualification. 
It  has  been  said  by  the  honorable  Manager,  thu 
every  person  who  executes  an  authority  is.  in  fact^ 
an  officer ;  but  this  d^nition  is  certainly  too  vague 
and  extensive.  Here  Mr.  D.  exemplified  the  gene- 
ral princi^e  of  his  aivnment,  by  the  analc^es  to 
a  corporation,  which  has  a  power  of  making  bf>- 
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Isws.  appointing  its  own  officen  (being  members 
of  the  eorporatioo)  and  acting  by  proxy.  The 
proxiei  appointed  b;  the  members  (one  proxy, 
perhaps,  tor  many  members^  he  compared  to  Sen- 
ators and  HepHseDtatives ;  out,  surely,  the  proxies 
were  nerer  called  the  officers  of  the  corporatioD. 
When  the  president  and  directors  of  the  corpora- 
tion aie  chosen  from  its  members,  tbey  are  cklled 
the  officers  of  the  institation  ;  to,  when  the  Speaker 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  is  chosen,  he  is 
called  Ibe  officer  of  the  House,  but  the  rest  of  the 
B«preseotatiTesre[nainits members:  ibelan^aee 
of  the  Constitution,  indeed,  is  pointed  on  ihis  stib- 
ject :  "  The  House  of  RepresentatiTea  shall  choose 
their  Speakei,  and  other  officers."  The  CongreH 
nay  by  law  provide  for  the  case  of  removal, 
death,  retisnatioa,  or  inability,  both  of  the  Preti- 
dent  and  Vice  President,  declariog  what  officer 
•hail  then  act  as  President."    Now,  the  latter  ex- 

Sression,  what  officer,  withoat  raying  "  of,  or  nn- 
ei,  the  United  States,"  (Genu  to  be  employed  to 
admit  the  very  case  of  the  Speaker  of  tne  House 
of  Representatives  who  is  an  officer  (an  officer 
more  conGdenlial  tnan  any  appointed  by  the  Exe- 
cutive) but  yet  he  cannot  be  called  an  officer  of 
the  United  States.  The  act  of  Congress,  which 
was  passed  to  effectuate  Ibis  Constitutional  provi- 
non,  preserves  the  same  guarded  and  approoriate 
language.  The  title  is,  "  An  act,  Slc.,  decldrine 
the  officer  who  shall  act  as  President,  &c.,"  and 
the  9th  section  provides,  "  that  in  case  of  removal, 

'     -'        ■       - ■     b 

e  United  Sutes,  the 
President  o/"  tAe  Senate  pro  tempore,  and  in  casi 
there  shall  be  no  President  of  the  Senate,  thei. 
Ihe  Speaker  of  the  Haute  of  Jiepreeentatitet^ot 
the  time  being,  shall  act  as  President,  See."  The 
President  of  the  Senate  pro  tempore,  and  the 
Speaker  of  the  House  or  Represents ttves,  are 
merely  the  officers  of  theii  respective  Houses ;  and 
it  ia  only  by  being  chosen  to  the  Chair,  that  they 
actjuire  the  denomination  of  officers,  contradistin- 
guished from  the  character  of  members. 

Mr.  D.  repeated,  that  from  a  Just  consideration 
of  the  principles  of  our  Government,  it  was  thus 
manifest,  that  the  moment  there  was  a  departure 
from  the  immediate  choice  of  the  people,  ute  law 
of  impeachment  became  necessary  to  secure  them 
from  the  favoritism,  or  perverseness  of  the  Execu- 
tive Magistrate.  Impeackmewt,  be  observed,  la, 
with  respect  to  Biecntive  and  Judicial  officen, 
what  expuiaion  is  with  respect  to  the  members  of 
the  Legislature.  As  expulsion  enables  the  people 
to  decide  whether  they  will  restore  the  evicted 
member  to  their  $ervice,a  conviction  on  impeach- 
meikt  enables  the  Representatives  of  the  people 
to  decide  whether  the  delinquent  shall  be  partially 
or  totally  excluded  from  the  honors  and  emola- 
ments  ot  public  office.  But  the  very  circumstance 
of  declaring  that  a  pardon  shall  not  avail  in  cases 
of  impeachment,  though  a  re-election  shall  avail 
in  cases  of  expulsion,  demonstrates  (as  was  before 
intimated)  that  the  people  did  not  mean  lo  guard 
against  the  exercise  of  their  own  sovereignty,  but 
against  an  abuse  of  the  power  delegated  to  their 
agents.    Nor  is  there  any  legal  force  in  the  objeci- 


._!.  that  a  Senator  or  Repreaentative,  coit^icted 
upon  impeachment,  should  be  rendered  ineligible; 
for  the  people  are  the  beat  judges  to  whom  they 
ought  to  conSde  their  interests;  and  it  is  no  on- 
common  thing  in  the  law,  that  persons  disqualified 
to  act  for  themselves  may  be  qualified  to  act  for 
others.  A  minor  and  a  married  woman  may  be 
an  executor  or  executrix.  A  person  outlawed  or 
attainted  may  tw  an  attorney.  And  it  appears 
from  the  ease  of  Witiui.  and  many  other  cases, 
that  conviction  of  a  misoemeanor,  is  no  bar  to  an 
election  as  a  member  of  the  British  Parliaownt. 

Here  Mr.  D.  entered  into  a  general  recapitula- 
tion of  the  points  of  his  argument,  urging  that 
the  reason  on  which  the  law  of  impeachmeDts 
was  founded,  did  not  apply  to  the  case  of  a  l^is- 
lator;  that  impeachments  were  intended  as  a 
check  on  the  Executive  power,  in  the  busineas  of 
appointing  to  office ;  that  the  power  of  expulsion, 
by  rettuoing  an  offeodiug  member  to  his  eoiud- 
tuents,  was  sufficient  to  enable  each  House  of  Ctm- 
gress  to  preserve  itself  from  pollution ;  and  dtat 
the  general  peoal  law,  applying  as  mnch  to  Sma- 
tors  and  Representatives  as  to  any  other  class  of 
citizens,  was  competent  to  everv  purpose  of  [»n- 
ishment,  as  well  as  to  warn  toe  people  againfl 
unworthy  candidates  for  their  favor.  But,  besides 
these  considerations,  there  are  precautions  taken 
io  relation  lo  the  popular  choice,  which  are  not 
taken  in  the  ordinary  appoinimenis  to  office.  The 
candidates  must  haveattained  a  certain  age;  they 
must  be  qualified  by  citizenship  and  long  reu- 
dence;  and  they  are  exposed  to  the  ordeal  of  fte- 
qucnt  elections.  Under  these  circumstances,  the 
great  security* after  all,  is,  thai  the  people  will 
only  trust  those  citizens  with  Legislative  powa 
who  will  employ  it  with  wisdom  and  fidelity.  - 

There  is,  however,  one  tonic  cuinected  with 
the  present  discussion,  to  wnich  the  boaotable 
Manager  (perhaps  from  motives  of  delicacy)  has 
not  aoverteid,  though  in  almost  every  conversation 
abroad,  it  is  treated  as  of  some  impoTtance.  Mr. 
D.  saio,  he  meant  the  distinction  between  Repre- 
sentatives and  Senators,  as  objects  of  impeach- 
ments, owing  to  the  participation  of  the  Senate 
in  the  Executive  business  of  making  tnaties, 
and  appointing  officers;  and  on  which  distinction 
alone,  a  Senator  has  sometimes  been  regarded  as 
a  civil  officer.  But  the  objection  is  susceptible  of 
a  full  and  satisfactory  answer.  The  Constitution 
declares,  where  the  Legislative,  and  whet*  the 
Executive  power  shall  be  deposited,  and  to  eaph 
depositary  it  allots  certain  attributes ;  bat  it  no 
where  calls,  or  considers,  the  Senate  as  an  Execu- 
tive body.  The  omnipotence  of  the  people  in 
choosing  their  form  of  Grovemment,  and  in  modi- 
fying its  powers,  will  not  be  denied,  afhey  might 
have  established  a  despotism  instead  or  a  Repub- 
lic when  they  ratified  the  existing  Constitotion ; 
aud  they  had  a  right  to  regulate  and  limit,  as  they 
pleased,  the  jurisdiction  of  the  great  departments 
of  the  State.  They  have,  in  fact,  exercised  this 
absolute  authority  in  a  variety  of  instances.  If 
they  have  enlarged  the  sphere  of  Senatorial  au- 
thority, as  a  Legislative  power,  in  the  cases  of 
treaties  and  offiM*,  they  have  aJmdged  it  in  the 
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ease  of  money  billi.  If  they  bare  abridged  ihe 
Presidential  authority,  as  na  Executive  power,  to 
the  cases  of  treaties  and  (^ces,  they  hare  enlarged 
it,  in  the  ease  of  the  qualified  negatire  on  lavs; 
and,  indeed,  the  President  mibht  as  well,  for  that 
reason,  be  called  «  member  of  th'e  Legislature,  as 
a  Senator  may,  for  the  preceding  reason,  be  called 
a  ctril  officer. 

But  what  is  the  nature  of  this  Senatorial  parti- 
cipatiOD  in  the  bnsiness  of  the  Ezecuiirel  It  is 
nothing  more  then  a  privilege  to  approve,  or  to 
diaapprore ;  to  expres  a  Legislative  sentiment, 
apon  an  Executive  proposition.  The  right  to 
nominate,  to  commission,  and  to  remove  public 
officers,  remains,  exclmively,  in  the  President. 
Might  not  the  people  however,  have  given  to  the 
Legislature,  or  to  either  of  its  blanches,  an  entire 
power  over  offices,  without  ehangiiig  or  destroy- 
ing the  L^siative  character  ?  In  Pennsylvania, 
the  Btftte  Treasurer  is  always  appointed  by  the 
Gkneral  Assembly ;  and  that  body  may  appoint 
all  the  other  officers  in  the  department  of  accounts. 
This  was  ihe  case,  likewise,  when  the  Legislature 
of  Pennsylvania  consisted  of  only  one  House; 
and  yet  it  never  was  thought  that  the  Represent- 
atives, for  this  reason,  became  Execniive  magis- 
Iratet  or  civil  officers.  If  (he  peo^e  might  invest 
their  Representatives  with  the  whole  power,  may 
they  not  invest  them  with  a  parti  Bnt  if  this 
pantcipaiion,  in  what  is  termed  Executive  busi- 
ness, changes  the  character  of  a  legislator  into 
the  character  of  a  civil  officer,  how  will  the  mle 
operate,  when  we  find  Congress  is  empowered  to 
make  war,  to  grant  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal, 
to  regulate  weights  and  measarea,  to  coin  money, 
to  create  courts,  Ac,  all  attributes  of  Executive 
authority,  according  to  most  political  theories,  and 
practically  so,  according  to  the  Government  of 
that  country  from  which  our  ideas  of  politics  and 
jarisprudence  are  derived  1  Surely,  then,  the  dis- 
tribution of  power  is  no  criterion  on' the  occasion; 
and  the  participation  of  the  Senate,  in  the  bnsi- 
neas  of  appointments,  may  is  well  be  called  a 
Ijegislative  as  an  Executive  authority :  it  ia  a  part 
of  the  jurisdiction  alloted  to  the  Senate  as  a  Le- 
gblative  body.  The  general  reasoning  is  equally 
spjdicable  to  the  Senatorial  participation  in  mak- 
ing treaties.  And  this  additional  remark  occurs, 
that,  as  treaties  are,  under  our  Constitutioa,  Aon- 
atituent  part  of  the  supreme  law  of  the  land,  they 
woald  aeem  more  properly  to  be  classed  with  Le- 
gislative than  with  Executive  acts.  Why,  like- 
-wis^  it  may  fairly  be  asked,  should  not  a  Senator 
be  considered  as  a  civil  t^cer,  on  account  of  the 
participation  with  the  Jodiciary,  in  matters  of  im- 
]>eachment.  as  well  as  on  account  of  the  participa- 
tion with  the  Executive,  in  matters  of  office  and 
treaty  1  And,  in  that  point  of  view,  the  House  of 
Representatives,  acting  in  the  character  of  the 
Orand  Inquest  of  the  nation,  may  also  be  denom- 
inated civil  officers.  But  the  truth  is,  and  it  can- 
not be  too  often  repeated,  that  the  people  have  a 
right  to  deposite  any  power,  in  any  form,  in  any 
daputment ;  and  an  arbitrary  definition  of  the 
power  wilt  not  alter  the  character  of  the  deparl- 


Mr.  Dallas  here  observed,  that  he  had  so  great- 
ly trespassed,on  the  time  and  attention  of  the  Sen- 
ate, and  was  so  much  exhausted  with  the  debate, 
that  h«  should  leave  it  to  his  colleague  to  dilate 
upon  the  remaining  points  involved  in  the  discus- 
sion. Ic  would  be  permitted  !□  him,  however, 
cursorily  to  remark,  that  the  articles  of  impeach- 
I  do  not  charge  William  Blount  with  any 
le  or  misdemeanor  committed  in  the  execu- 

of  his  office,  with  any  act  which  might  not 

have  been  committed  by  any  other  citizen,  as  well  , 
as  a  Senator;  that  there  was  room  for  argument, 
whether  an  officer  could  be  impeached  after  be 
IS  ont  of  office ;  not  by  a  voluntary  resignation 
evade  prosecution,  but  bv  an  adversary  expsl- 
>n  ;  ana  that  the  honorable  Manager  bad  mis- 
anderstood  the  object  of  the  plea,  when  he  supposed 
it  asserted  a  right  to  a  trial  by  jury,  in  eases  prop- 
erty impeachable ;  since  the  cnuse  to  which  he 
red  was  merely  inserted  to  show  that,  unless 
was  a  case  in  which  an  impeachment  would 
lie,  the  party  was  entitled  to  a  tnal  by  jury,  in  the 
ordinary  courts  having  cogoizance  of  the  matters 

Upon  the  whole.  Mr.  Dallas  expressed  his  hope, 
tkai  for  the  sake  of  the  principle,  as  well  as  in  tk- 
vor  of  his  client,  the  plea  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Senate  would  be  sustained,  and  the  impeachment 
dismissed ;  but,  whatever  should  be  the  result,  he 
was  confident  it  would  be  produced  by  delibera- 
'  in,  wisdom,  justice,  and  impartiality. 

The  Court  adjourned  until  to-morrow-momiog 

eleven  o'clock. 

J*Ha*By  5. 

The  Court  being  formed,  'and  the  Managers 
and  counsel  having  attended,  Mr.  iNaEBaoLL  spoke 
as  follows: 
Mr.  Prendent,  and  Gentiemtn 

of  Hum  Boaorable  Senate  : 

A  cause  involving  the  construction  of  an  im- 
mrtant  part  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  the  dignity  and  independence  of  the  Sen- 
ate, and  the  rights  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, offers  for  consideration. 

Motives  of  such  high  import  secure  to  me  the 
attention  of  this  honorable  oody,  while  I  attempt 
the  discussion  of  a  question,  novel,  carious,  and 
interesting  to  every  citizen  of  the  Union. 

I  shall  class  my  observations  under  these  three 
particulars,  to  wit :  The  nature,  the  extent,  and 
the  objeeta  of  the  power  of  impeachment,  as  de- 
signated by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 

The  honorable  Chairman  of  the  Managers  has 
told  as  that  the  Constitution  has  adopted  the  word 
impeachment,  as  well  as  many  other  technical 
terms,  and  has  sent  us  to  the  common  law  for  its 
exposition ;  that,  by  following  the  guide  to  which 
he  refers  us,  we  shall  find  that  this  power  is  uni- 
versal and  without  exception,  pervades  every  part, 
indefinite  as  to  offenders  and  offences,  restricted 
only  in  the  punishment  to  be  inflicted. 

This  suggestion  gives  to  the  cause  an  import- 
ance, the  weight  of  which  oppresses  me.    I  noir 
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feel  a  zeal  beyund  ihe  line  of  ih«  mere  idTocflte. 
This  is  the  firat  tud  last  opportuaiiy  to  pause  aod 
consider  before  the  irretrievable  siep  is  taken.  The 
interciit  of  my  clieat  U  lost  in  the  consideratioD, 
how  the  event  of  this  hearing  may  affect  the 

Sir,  when  I  turn,  as  directed,  to  the  books  of 
the  law,  to  know  the  nature  of  the  proceeding  by 
impeachment,  what  do  I  find  of  it  there  7  Little 
good,  Bod  much  ilj-f  and  while  the  energy  of  the 
English  langua^,  copious  u  it  is,  is  exhausted  in 
«ulogiums  on  trials  by  jury  in  criminal  cases,  1 
read  of  none  on  proceedings  by  impeachment. 
Tb(!  best  English  wriierD  content  ihemselTes  with 
stating,  coldly,  that  the  most  proper  and  the  most 
usual  instances  of  proceeding  by  impeachment,  are 
against  the  Ministers  and  other  great  officers  of 
State,  who,  suiiounded  by  the  imposing  splendor 
of  royal  favor,  arc  too  great  for  the  grasp  of  law, 
administered  by  courts  and  juries  ;  and  from  the 
apecial  nature  of  the  alleged  crimes,  sometimes  a 
knowledge  is  requisite  not  always  possessed  by 

9ii,  I  find  in  those  books,  that  the  trial  by  jury 
in  criminal  cases,  is  the  palladium  which  bos  pre- 
served the  liberties  of  the  British  nation  durioA 
the  shocks  of  conquest  from  abroad,  the  convu^ 
sions  of  civil  wan  within,  and  the  more  daugeroas 
period  of  modern  luxury. 

My  impression  or  my  sentiments  upon  this  sub- 
ject, are  not  entitled  as  such,  to  the  notice  of  this 
honorable  bodyj  but  when  I  can  cite  in  iheir  sup- 
port such  names  as  Hale,  Hume,  Blackslone,  and 
Woodeson ;  when  I  can  add  the  expressions  of 
the  first  ^reat  charter  of  American  freedom,  the 
Declaration  of  Independence,  in  which  I  find  it 
usigned  as  one  reason  for  the  dismemberment  of 
the  Empire,  that  the  King  had  given  bis  assent  to 
laws,  for  depriving  us  in  many  cases  of  the  benefits 
of  trial  by  jury  ;  I  trust  what  I  have  observed  in 
this  particular  will  not  be  stigmatized  as  declama- 
tion: 

Since  the  honorable  Manser  has  put  me  in 
this  course.  I  will  pursue  it  a  little  further.  And 
I  ask,  u  proceeding  by  impeachment  the  genuine 
ofispring  of  that  Constitution  whose  very  end 
■nd  aim,  in  the  view  of  Montesquieu,  was  civil 
liberty  ;  or  is  it  an  excrescence  on  the  body  poli- 
tic, a  necessary  eril  to  cure  a  greater  mischief ; 
a  balance  to  counterpoise  the  weight  of  monar- 
chy 7  I  read  in  Blackttone't  Oommentariet.  vol. 
i.  pp.  244,249,  250,351, 252, 257,  258;and  Black- 
attmt'*  CommentarUa,  vol.  iv.  259,  260,  that  the 
King,  all  perfect  and  tmffuirfai  in  his  royai  capaci- 
ty, can  do  no  wrong ;  and  hence  the  necessity  of 
a  check  by  impeachment  upon  his  ministers,  and 
those  subjects  who  are  entrusted  with  the  ad- 
ministration of  public  affairs,  who  may  infringe 
Ihe  rights  of  the  people,  and  be  guilty  of  luch 
crimes,  as  the  ordinary  magistrate  either  dares 
not  or  cannot  punish— a  part  of  tbese  reasons, 
surely,  cannut  operate  in  a  repoblican  system. 

1  read  in  Magna  Chajta  that  no  naaa  shall  be 


condemned  but  by  the  lawful  judgment  of 
peers,  or  the  ban  of  Ihe  latid.  What  was  I 
Uw  of  the  land  1    What  other  mode  of 


this 


ing  in  criminal  causes  was  then  in  practice,  ex- 
cept trial  by  jury}  Hale,  eminently  great  and 
equally  good,  expresses  it  to  be  by  the  common 
law  of  the  land.  A  learned  English  historian  ex- 
plains the  exfH'estioQ,  as  alluding  to  those  metli* 
ods  of  trial  which  originated  in  the  presumptuons 
abuse  of  revelation  in  the  ages  of  urk  supersti- 
tion. The  trial  by  ordeal,  of  fire  or  water,  the 
corned  or  morsel  of  execration,  and  the  trial  by 
battle.  I  add  informations  originally  nserred  iu 
the  great  plan  of  the  English  ConstitutioB,  and 
attachments  for  contempts.  Was  the  proceeding 
by  impeachment  within  the  exceptionr  Magna 
Charta  bears  date  A.  D.  1225 ;  tbe  first  instance 
ot  impeachment  mentioned  in  tbe  judicial  bil- 
iary of  England  (as  far  as  1  can  find)  waa  on  tbe 
3d  of  February,  1388,  or  at  leaet  1327,  in  the  reign 
of  Edward  III.,  more  than  one  hundred  years  it- 
ler  Magna  Charta  ;  unless,  indeed,  it  be  tbe  furo- 
ceedingsagainst  lhetwoDespenseTsin]321,wbicii 
were  so  irregular  that  it  was  made  void  in  Parlia- 
meni  tbe  subsequent  year. 

Appeals  in  Parliament  had  been  practised  and 
their  inconvenience  became  intolerable,  and  by 
the  fourteenth  chapter  of  the  Ist  Hen.  IV.  A.  D. 
1309,  they  were  abolislted  ;  aftei  which  the  pro- 
ceeding by  impeachment  became  frequent- 
Supposing  its  origin  iol>e  as  clear  as  it  is  doubt- 
ful, has  not  Its  history  been  marked  with  injust- 
ice I  and  is  it  a  mode  of  trial  as  safeand  uaefol  as 
the  trial  by  jury  7 

"It  is  sufficient,"  says  the  celebrated  Montes- 
quieu, as  quolbd  by  Justioe  Blackslone,  "to  render 
any  Government  aibitrary,  thai  the  lawn  on  th* 
subject  of  treason  ate  indefinite ;"  for  this  reuon, 
the  stature  of  25ih  Edward  111.  attempted  to  rot- 
der  the  law  on  this  subject  definite  and  clear.  The 
House  of  Conuoons,  in  order  ro  destroy  an  object 
of  their  vengeance,  attempted  to  iotroance  a  new 
species  of  treason,  conjJntcftiw,  and  to  aupnort 
tne  charge  by  a  new  species  of  evidence,  called 
a<«Kfl)ti/a/tee.- can  any  man  read  without  the  stronc- 
esi  sensibility  the  defence  made  on  that  occasion  1 
Penalties  are  impcMed  previous  lo  the  promolga- 
lion  of  the  laws,  and  the  defendant  is  tried  by 
maxims,  unheard  of  until  tbs  moment  of  tbe 
prosecution.  Who  can  recollect  without  honor 
the  cruel  manner  in  which  the  defeodftat  wa« 
treMed  on  his  trial,  as  described  by  Woodtam, 
vol.  ii.  pp.  606,  6091  Fertonal  animosity  and  vio- 
lence, aod  the  implacability  of  deiennined  eno- 
mies,  marked  their  proceeding,  until  it  ended  in  a 
bill  of  attainder,  which  a  subsequent  Parliament 
rep^iUd.  erated,  and  defaced.  Let  me  add,  U 
the  words  of  the  same  author,  IfoodeaM,  vol.  ii. 
p.  620,  from  this,  or  a  more  particular  sorrey  of 
Ihe  proceedings  t»  impeachment,  we*  shall  find 
occasion  to  oMerve,  that  though  great  is  the  util- 
ity of  the  public  ends,  which  they  are  designed 
to  answer,  they  have  been  loo  often  mtsgtiided  by 
personal  and  factious  animosities  and  prodnotiTC 
of  alarming  dissensions  between  two  Imnchea  of 
the  Legislature.  The  incompetency  of  ■  court 
and  jury  stH&eUmn  to  decide,  from  Uie  greatnew 
of  the  offiinder  and  the  nature  of  the  crime,  i* 
urged  against  me.    I  do  not  believe  that  at  prwaal 


DiqinzedhyGoOt^le 


HISTORY  OP  CONGRESS. 


hntptm^mvat  (f  WUHam  Bleant. 


uy  ofiender  ia  too  gr«ai  Tot  the  grup  of  tair 
admiaistered  by  oar  eoarti  and  janes ;  bnt  what 
may  h«ppeD.  in  our  eventful  history,  1  know 
and  thenfore  I  confess  it  to  be  proper  that  a 
vision  of  this  kind  should  find  a  place  in  the  <.  .  _ 
ttituiioD,  as  far  as  respects  the  Execufivt  and  its 
offleen;  but  furthar  ibaa  ibii  I  contend  there  is 
not  any  necessity  that  it  should  be  carried,  and 
that  such  extension  of  this  proceeding  would  be 
infinitely  dangerouB  to  the  citizens.  Might  not 
the  influence,  the  weight,  and  the  protracted  na- 
ture of  such  proceedings  by  impeachmeoi,  endan- 
ger even  innocence?  Have  we  not  seen,  in  ow 
own  days,  an  impeachment  contiDue  seven  years ' 
Had  the  defendant  possessed  no  other  meaoB  ol 
defence  than  innocence,  the  prosecution  would 
have  occasioned  his  ruin  in  one-seventh  of  the 
time. 

Wherever  a  proceeding 
deviates  from  ttte  course  of  the  common  law  by 
jury,  whether  such  proceediog  be  introduced  bj 
atatute  or  by  a  conatituiion,  socb  statute  and  suci 
constitution  ought  to  be  strictly  construed.  If 
any  one  thinks  I  have  dwelt  too  Ic  „ 
fatoiy  matter,  let  him  read  the  encominm  on  trial 
by  jury,  by  Mr.  Justice  Blackstone ;  let  him  read 
B»me»  natory  of  Engbmd,  vol.  i.  p.  98,  and 
Black.  Com.  vol.  lii.  p.  349,  and  Biaek.  Com.  vol. 
iv,  pp.349,  414;  he  will  not  find  trials  by  iunr 
apoken  of  in  those  qualifying  obKrvation£  which 
Woodeton  apfdies  to  the  trial  by  impeachment. 

Thus  far  I  urge  the  argument  and  no  farther. 
The  Constitutional  power  of  impeachment  is  to 
be  strictly  construed.  If  the  question  (bat  now 
arises  be  mvolved  in  doubts,  those  doubts  ought  to 
be  decisive  in  favor  of  the  accused.  The  power 
is  to  be  extended  only  bo  far  as  is  erpreased,  or  to 
be  clearly  inferred,  by  a  fair  and  clear,  if  not  ne- 
cessary, implication  from  what  isezpressed. 

I  acniDwIedge  that  the  trial  by  jury,  like  every 
human  institution,  is  liable  to  ahuse;  but  1  con- 
tend that  it  is  less  so,  infinitely  leas  so,  than  trial 
by  impeachment  The  demon  of  faction  most 
fi^uently  extends  his  sceptre  over  numerous 
bodies  of  men. 

I  conceive  that  it  was  this  retrospective  view 
of  the  history  of  impeachment  that  was  in  the 
mind  of  the  Convention  who  framed  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  Uikited  States.  Hence,  the  salutary 
MstiictioD,  as  I  understand  it,  not  as  contended 
by  our  opponents,  an  introduction  upon  the  in- 
definite ground  on  which  it  is  placed  to  England; 
but  in  a  restricted  manner,  in  a  narrow  channel, 
to  supersede  the  trial  by  jury  only  in  certain 
eases.  Tfae  malignant  suggestions  ot  envenomed 
jealousy  have  no  access  to  my  breast.  I  do  not 
impute  improper  motives  anywhere.  I  ask  only 
R  reasonable  construction  to  ascertain  its  extent. 
I  thought  proper  to  consider  its  nature  as  exem- 
^ified  in  the  juridical  history  of  that  country 
from  whose  system  of  jorisprodence  we  have 
adopted  it.  Let  us  oblam  an  exposilitm  of  our 
^cat  Charter  according  to  its  trne  and  genuine 


the  present  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
this  subject  bad  been  under  consideration  in  form- 
ing State  Constitutions ;  and  in  New  York,  whose 
Constitution  was  made  in  1777,  end  in  Massachu- 
setts, whose  Constitution  was  made  in  1760,  the 
practice  of  proceeding  by  impeachment  was,  in 
these  and  every  instance,  where  the  power  was 
allowed,  restricted  to  the  Gxecutive  and  its  officers 
for  malconduct  in  office.  A  strong  indication  of  ■ 
the  sentiment  that  was  genemlty  entertained  upon 
the  subject;  and  such  )vas  the  situation  of  the 
private  citizen,  thai  he  could  not  be  condemned 
on  any  criminal  charge,  but  by  the  unanimous 
consent  of  a  jury  of  his  neighborhood. 

I  consider  myself  as  having  now  prepared  the 
way  for  a  discussion  of  the  second  poiot,  the  ex- 
tent of  the  power  of  impeachmentuader  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States;  which  power  and 
proceeding  t'sball  endeavor  to  show  is  restricted 
to  the  President,  Vice  President,  and  cmlojfieera 
of  the  United  States,  for  malconduct  in  ofiice.  I 
shall  afterwards  endeavor  to  make  it  appear  that 
Senators  are  not  the  objects  of  this  power,  not 
being  comprehended  under  the  designation  of 
civil  qffieen  of  the  United  States. 

Art.  3,  sec.  4,  is  tbns  expressed:  "The  Pre«i- 
dent,  Vice  President  and  all  civil  officers  of  the 
United  States,  shall  be  removed  from  office  on  Im- 
peachment for,  and  conviction  of,  treason,  bribe, 
ry,  or  other  high  crimes  and  misdemeaaors." 

To  construe  an  act  of  Parliament,  it  is  necessa* 
ry,  we  are  told,  to  know  what  was  Ae  common 
law  previous  to  passing  the  statute.  For  a  simi- 
lar reason,  let  it  be  recollected,  that  previous  to 
the  present  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
Congress  had  not  any  judiciary  power ;  it  was  ex- 
clusively in  the  States  separately — of  both  kinds- 
criminal  and  civil.  The  12tfa  amendment,  now 
considered  as  a  part  of  the  original  Constitution, 
declares  that  Ine  powers  not  delegated  to  the 
United  States  by  the  Constitution,  nor  OTohibiied 
by  it  to  the  States,  are  reserved  to  the  Stateo,  re- 
spectively, or  to  the  people."  It  was  not  in  con- 
tenutlation  that  either  the  Legislative,  Exeentive, 
or  Judiciary  powers  of  Congress  should  be  indefi- 
nite. The  first  !>ection  of  the  first  article  declares, 
not  that  aU  Legiriathe  powers  shall  be  vested  in 
Congress,  but  "that  all  Legislative  powers  herein 
FTOtUed  shall  be  vested  in  a  Congress,"  &c.  The 
Executive  is  to  execute  the  laws  made  by  the  lim- 
ited Legielamre.  The  Judiciary  is  to  extend  to 
all  those  cotcaea  which  arise  out  of  the  laws  of  the 
United  States — to  those  which  concern  the  exe- 
cution of  the  provisions  contained  in  the  Articles 
of  Union — to  those  in  which  the  United  States  is 
a  party — to  those  which  involve  the  peace  of  the 
Confederacy — to  those  which  originate  on  the 
high  seas — and  those  in  whieh  the  State  tribunals 
cannot  be  supposed  to  be  impartial. 

That  the  Constitution  o[  the  United  States, 
limited  in  its  Legislative  and  Executive  powera 
to  certain  enumerated  objects,  as  well  as  in  its  Jv 
diciary,  where  a  Jury  constitutes  a  part  of  its  ad- 
ministration of  justice,  should  be  left  without 
bounds  in  this  hazardous  proceeding  by  impeach- 
ment only,  is  groasly  improbable,  and,  I  trust,  wf 
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fauoded.  Contrary,  I  am  sure,  to  the  spirit,  aodi 
I  think,  also  to  the  letter  of  the  Goostitution.  I^et 
ua  trace  the  operation  of  this  prtDciple.  A  State 
officer  IB  liable  to  impeachmeDt  in  the  Senate  of 
the  Stale.  Isheliableatthesame  time,  and  for  the 
aame  offence,  to  impeacbmeDt  in  the  Senate  of  the 
Stateandof  the  United  States  1  Will  an  acquittal 
in  one  be  a  bai  in  the  other  1  In  diaputeE  between 
.  the  powers  and  relative  juiisdiciioos  of  State  and 
United  States,  the  same  reasons  may  induce  ao 
acquittal  in  tbe  lormei  yid  a  condemQaiioo  in  the 
latter.  Would  not  this  occasion  a  Babel,  a  con- 
fusion of  Constitutions,  a  monster  of  jurispru- 
dence? In  jurirdietions  not  emanating  from  the 
same  BUthomv,  where  a  parly  had  not  hia  choice, 
the  citizen  is  Liable,  it  is  said,  to  succehsive  (rials, 
and  contradictory  determinations  igr  one  offence. 
The  distant  inhabitant  is  amenable,  we  are  told, 
at  the  bar  of  this  Court,  for  every  species  of  of- 
fence, at  the  distance  of  a  hundred,  or  a  thousand 
miles  from  his  vicinage,  to  whom  ihe  prosecution 
itself  would  be  ruin,  and  bere  must  snlmiit  to  the 
awful  dUcretion  of  the  Senate  whetber  he  shall 
retain  his  honor  or  be  doomed  to  disgrace,  record- 
ed and  transmitted  to  posterity,  upon  your  ar- 
chives, as  unworthy  tbe  offices  of  Giovernment, 
and,  in  part^  reduced  from  the  rank  of  a  citizen. 

I  have  said,  sir,  to  the  discretion  of  the  Senate  ; 
because  it  is  perfectly  well  known  that,  not  only 
in  the  delineation  of  ib»  offence  by  ibe  prosecu- 
tors, but  also  in  the  construction  of  it  by  the  Judge, 
8  Court  of  Impeachment  is  nut  tied  down  by  such 
ctrici  rules  as,  in  common  cases,  before  a  court 
and  jury,  ^ive  personal  security. 

Improvident  citizens !  They  have  taken  care 
^Bt  they  sbalt  not  be  subjected  to  a  fine  of  one 
■hilling,  nor  to  imprisonment  of  their  bodies  for 
one  bour.  but,  in  consequence  of  a  verdict  of  tbe 
neigh  born  ood,  at  tbe  same  time  that  it  is  suggest- 
ed, their  honor  they  have  not  secured  with  equal 
precaution.  The  sug^iion,  I  undertake  to  say, 
IB  unfounded.  Tbe  mistake  is  not  in  the  people, 
but  in  those  who  impute  to  them  so  great  an  in- 
kdvertenc;. 

1  recur,  then,  fortified  by  these  general  reflee- 
tioii&  to  the  words  of  the  4th  section  of  tbe  3d 
vticle.  My  position  is,  that  the  clause  in  ques- 
tion was  intended,  and  opemtes  for  the  purpose  of 
designating  the  aeteni  of  the  power  of  impeach- 
ment, both  as  to  the  o^enc«aandfA«}>erMm«  liable 
to  be  thus  proceedeu  against.  It  will  be  of  use 
keie  to  recollect,  that  the  Constitution  had  pre- 
viously provided  for  the  purity  of  the  Legislature, 
in  the  Sd  clause  of  the  5th  section  of  the  1st  arti- 
cle by  empoweringeach  House  to  punish  its  mem- 
bers for  disorderly  behaviour,  an<^  with  the  con- 
currence of  two-thirds,  to  expel  a  member.  No 
clause  similar  to  thatwhicti  is  introduced  into 
some  of  the  State  Constitutions  (that  a  member 
expelled  and  then  returned,  is  not  liable  to  be  ex- 
pelled agunforthes«meoffence)ia  to  be  met  with  in 
the  Coiutilution  of  th«  United  States ;  and,  there- 
fore, the  Senate  has  an  tulimited  power  to  expel 
any  member  they  shall  deem  unworiby  their  so- 
ciety, 
.  Here,  then,  I  flatter  myself,  the  diapale  admits 


I  solution — is  reduced  within  s  nairtnr 
,  and  brought  to  a  point. 

It  is  a  rule  of  construction,  that  every  part  of 
an  instrument  be,  if  passible,  made  to  take  effecL 
and  every  word  operate  in  some  shape  or  other. 

There  are  but  two  constructions  suggested  w 
possible;  (he  one  for  which  the  honorable  Mana- 
gers contend,  to  wit ;  tbat  the  4tb  section  of  the 
2d  article  was  intended  as  ao  imperative  iojuncti<Mi 
upon  tbe  Senate,  that  when  judgment  was  rendered  . 
B£&inst  a  civil  officer  of  the  United  Siate&  it 
should  be  for  removal  from  office;  the  other,  that 
for  which  we,  as  counsel  for  the  defendant,  insiat, 
that  is,  that  it  was  intended  to  designate  the  ex- 
tent of  the  practice  of  proceeding  by  impeach- 
ment, specifying  who  are  the  -persons  to  be  pro- 
ceeded against,  and  for  what  offences.  If,  then.  I 
am  able  to  show  that  the  words  of  tbe  4[h  sectioB 
of  the  2d  articla  will  not  have  any  effect  or  ope- 
ration at  all,  unless  ihey  receive  the  constmctioB 
for  which  I  contend ;  if  I  establish  these  premiaea, 
the  inference  will  necessarily  follow,  that  the 
construction  for  which  the  honorable  Managers 
contend  is  not  well  founded,  and  that  the  cod- 
struction  for  which  we.  contend  is  the  true  mean- 
ing of  the  Goostitution  in  this  particular-  To 
this  fair,  short,  and  decisive  test  be  tbe  appeaL 

In  a  previous  paragraph,  to  wil :  tbe  7th  elanse 
of  the  3d  section  of  tne  1st  article,  it  is  provided 
(hat  judgment,  m  case*  of  impeachment,slialIaM 
extend  further  than  to  removal  from  office  and 
disqualification  to  hold  and  enjoy  any  office  01 
honor,  trust,  or  proKt,  under  the  United  Slates; 
that  is,  judgment  most  be  either— Isi.  Removal 
from  office  ;  or.  2d.  Removal  and  disqualification; 
or,  3d.  Disqualification  without  removal,  where 
tbe  person  convicted  is  not  an  officer.  1  have 
spoken  of  a.  judgment  of  disqualification,  where 
the  conviction  was  of  a  poson  not  in  office,  be- 
cause I  am  now  endeavoring  to  show  the  weak- 
ness  of  the  reasoning  against  me  ;  and,  as  the 
question  of  the  liability  of  all  persons,  those  not  in 
office  as  well  as  those  in  office,  depends  for  its  an- 
swer upon  the  construction  of  this  4th  section  of 
the  2d  article,  I  am  not  at  present  authorized  to 
consider  this  position  of  my  opponent's,  of  its  com- 

[irehending  all  citizens,  as  refuted ;  ami  1  acknow- 
edge  that  the  argument  is  connected  with  its  re- 
spective principle  on  each  side,  and  that  union 
there  is  a  restriction  of  the  power  of  proceeding 
b^  imp^chment  by  this  4[h  section  oi  the  2d  ar- 
ticle, it  is  without  limit  both, as  to  offenders  and 
offences. 

What  do  the  honorable  Managers  mean  by  ny- 
ing  that  (his  sectiou  is  imperative?  Is^iot  every 
part  imperative  in  tbe  same  sense  that  this  seciitni 
can  be  said  to  be  itoperative?  If  a  person  is  im- 
peached bef<»e  the  Senate,  tbey  must  try  him. ;  it 
IS  not  a  matter  of  choice.  Duty  is  imperative-  If 
they  try,  (hey  must  acquit  or  convict ;  if  they  con- 
vict, tbey  must  pronounce  judgment.  It  is  imper- 
ative, also,  in  the  1st  article  previoos  to  the  clause 
in  question,  what  the  judgment  shall  be.  For  1 
trust  that  it  will  not  be  said,  that,  although  the 
judgment  may  not  Kxtejii  Jitiiiitr  than  removal 
from  iiid  disqualification  for  office,  tbe  Senate  may 
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substitute  other  puniEhmeot*  b;  fine  or  imprison- 
ment, which  in  tbeir  opinion  ihall  not  be  greater 
than  removal  and  diMgvialJficatioD.  This  would  be 
acting  upon  a  principle  inconsistent  with  every 
idea  of  criminal  jurisprudence  ;  it  would  reader 
the  people  slaves  to  the  magistrate,  to  the  Senate, 
and  there  would  be  nosecurity  for  the  citizens.  In 
this  sentiment  I  am  supported  by  that  safe  guide, 
Mr.JusticeB]ackEtone,inhis<UhTol.  p.  377.  i'The 
^  species,  though  not  always  the  quantity  or  degree 
of  punishment  ta  ascertained  for  every  offence )  for 
if  judgments  were  to  be  the  private  opinions  of 
the  Judge,  men  would  then  be  slaves  to  their  ma- 
gistiates."  Such  a  principle  has  not,  and  I  pre- 
sume will  not  be  sufirgested  by  the  honorable  Man- 
agers. It  is  also  observable  here,  that  by  the  2d 
section  bf  the  2d  article,  casesi  of  impeachment  are 
excepted  out  of  the  President's  power  of  pardon. 
The  punishment  being  thus  limited,  the  Constitu- 
tion was  imperative  upon  the  Court  to  remove  be- 
fore as  much  as  since  tne  introduction  of  (he  clause 
in  question ;  for  I  defy  the  honorable  Managers  to 
show  that  it  is  potsibU  for  the  Senate,  on  convic- 
tion of  ao  officer,  not  to  remove  from  office,  because 
a  judgment  of  disqualification  is  a  removal  when 
pronounced  against  a  person  in  office ;  it  is  a  re- 
moval and  more.  It  is  impossible  to  pronounce  a 
judgment  that  a  man  shall  be  incapable  of  holding 
an  office  and  not  remove  him.  The  incapacity 
takes  effect  immediately.  It  is  coeval  with  the 
judgment.  There  is  not  any  interval  between  the 
judgment  pronounced  and  the  disqualiflcation  and 
incapacity.  It  is  of  course  ridiculous  to  say,  that 
the  4lb  section  of  the  2d  article  was  introduced  to 
make  it  imperative  upon  the  Senate  to  remove 
from  office  on  conviction,  when  it  was  previously 
made  so  imperative  that  it  was  impossible  to  avoid 
pronouncing  ajudgmeoi  that  would  opeiate  a  re- 
moval from  office.  As  it  is  thus  clear  beyond  the 
possibility  of  doubt,  that  the  4th  section  of  (he  2d 
article  was  not  introduced  for  the  purpose  suggest- 
ed by  the  honorable  Managers,  which  I  have  con- 
sidered ;  and,  ia  no  third  construction  has  been  at- 
tempted on  either  side,  I  infer  that  the  construclian 
contended  for  by  the  counsel  for  the  defendant  is 
well-founded,  to  wit:  that  the  4th  section  of  the 
2d  article  was  intended  for  the  purpose  of  desig- 
nating the  extent  of  the  power  of  proceeding  by 
impeachment,  at  least  so  far  as  respects  the  per- 
aont  liable  to  be  thus  proceeded  against. . 

Further,  if  anything  further  be  necesnary  upon  a 
matter  so  very  plainj  if,  as  the  honorable  Managers 
insist,  all  persons  aie  within  the  extent  of  this 
mode  of  proceeding,  why  make  it  imperative  oa  the 
Senate  tOiremove  civil  officers  only  7  Why  make 
it  absolutely  imperative  to  remove  the  marshal  of 
a  district,  whose  sphere  of  influence  is  comparative- 
ly inconsiderable,  and  leave  a  general  at  the  bead 
of  an  army  or  an  admiral  in  tlie  command  of  a 
uavyl  Would  not  the  public  security  be  much 
more  endangered  by  leaving  a  man  convicted  of 
high  Climes  and  misdemeanors  in  these  situations 
than  those  of  many  civil  offices  7  It  may  be  said, 
that  these  military  characlen  are  liable  to  be  pro- 
ceeded against  by  courts  martial.  Be  it  so ;  that 
consideration  is  a  good  reason  why  they  should  not 


be  considered  as  within  die  power  of  impeachment, 
as  we  assert  to  be  the  case ;  but  noneat  all  for  not 
removing  them  on  conviction,  if  they  are  within 
the  provision  of  the  Constitution  in  this  partict>1ar. 
And  if  Senators  were  within  the  power  of  proceed- 
ing by  impeachment,  woald  it  not  also  have  been 
made  imperative  upon  the  Senate  to  remove  tben^ 
who  have  a  veto  upon  every  bill  proposed  (o  be 
passed  into  a  law  and  every  nomination  for  ap- 
pointment  to  office  7 

1  add,  that  I  conceive  the  proceedings  by  im- 
peachment are  restricted  not  only  to  civil  officen 
out  (ha(  the  only  causes  cognizable  in  this  mode 
of  proceeding  are  malconduct  in  office. 

Treason,  it  is  true,  is  not  necessarily  a  crime  of 
office.  In  respect,  however,  to  the  President,  he  is 
considered  as  so  constantly  in  the  exercise  of  his- 
office.that  it  wonld  be  difficult  to  disconnect  the 
crime  in  which  alone  treason  consists  under  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  Stales,  from  his  official 
character.  Why  is  it  that  this  section  passes  im- 
immediately  from  treason  to  bribery,  a  crime 
necessarily  referring  to  theduties  of  alf  office?  Why 
are  the  intermediate  grades  of  offences  passed  by 
and  omitted  in  the  enumeration. 

I  will  not  however,  pursue  this  subdivision  of 
the  subject,  as  it  is  not  necessary  to  the  support  of 
the  defendant's  plea.  I  wilt  leave  it  after  submit- 
ting a  few  additional  observations. 

The  punishment  is  official,  if  I  may  be  allowed 
(he  expression,  and  therefore  peculiarly  adapted 
as  a  punishment  for  malconduct  in  office ;  and 
surely  a  civil  officer  of  the  United  States  ought  not 
to  be  deprived  of  a  trial  hy  a  jury  of  the  vicinage 
in  criminal  cases,  but  by  express  words  or  neces- 
sary implication.  Whoever  examines  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States  with  critical  attention, 
and  compares  it  with  the  Slate  Constitntions,  vrilf 
find  thai  many  of  the  principles  of  the  latter  are 
adopted  and  introduced  into  the  former,  where  the 
proceedings  by  impeachment  were  confined  to 
crimes  and  misdemeanors  alleged  to  have  been 
committed  by  officers  in  the  execution  of  their  offi- 
ces. Such  I  conceive,  was  the  general  sense  of  the 
country  as  to  the  proper  limits  of  this  proceeding, 
and  that  to  give  it  a  greater  extent  was  both  dan- 
gerous and  unnecessary.  Offences  not  immediate- 
ly connected  with  office,  to  obtain  the  purpose  of 
essential  justice,  are  best  decided  in  the  courts  of 
the  Stales  or  the  United  Stales,  where  party,  and 
witnesses,  and  jurors,  are  known  to  each  other. 
Nor  can  adherence  to  (his  principle  be  productive 
of  inconvenience ;  if  the  civil  officer  hold  a  com- 
mission at  the  pleasure  of  the  Executive,  his  remo- 
val cannot  be  a  matter  of  any  difficulty.  If  such 
officer,  holding  a  commission  during  good  beha- 
viour, be  convicted  of  a  crime  and  misdemeanor, 
such  conviction  would  be  iptofaclo  a  removal  and 
disqualification ;  or  a  transcript  of  the  record  of 
conviction  would  be  a  sufficient  ground  for  remo- 
val, and  a  concurrence  of  the  Senate  in  a  reap- 
Kintment  of  such  offender  is  scarcely  expecta- 
I.  Is  the  cha^^  afpinst  William  Blount  within 
the  extent  of  the  power  of  impeachment,  as  I  have 
deduced  it  from  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
SutesT    Isitformaltmnduclinoffice?    Thear- 
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tides  do  not  charge  William  Blount  with  treasoiii 
bribery,  or  other  hi^h  crime  and  misdemeanoi, 
committed  while  acting  in  the  character  of  Sena- 
tor. A  Senator  sometimes  is  a  Legislator;  at 
other  limes  he  exercises  t  Judicial  power,  as  on  oc- , 
«asiona  like  the  pieseot.  Sometimrs  he  partici' ; 
.pates  in  the  Executive  power,  concurring  with  the  I 
President  in  appointment  toofQce,  The  articles  ' 
do  not  suggest  tliai  William  Blount  acted  or  i 
ctaimed  to  act  in  either  of  tbesecharacters  wbeuhe 
committed  the  offences  alleged  against  bim.  It  is 
allegedonly  to  have  been  done,  contrary  to  hit  duty 
AS  a  Senator  ;  so  is  every  impropriety.  Kmiaent 
station  makes  faults  as  virtues  more  conspicuous, 
And  the  evil  example  more  extensive  and  perni- 
cious. On  which  of  his  Seotorial  capacities  were 
these  offences  breaches  ofhis  difty  ?  No  discrim- 
iuation  is  made  in  the  articles.  For  anything 
Mid  or  done  in  hh  L^ialative  capacity,  he  cannot 
be  questioned  out  of  this  House,  otherwise  the 
whole  power  is  vested  in  the  moat  numerous 
branch,  already  sufficiently  powerful.  The  oflences 
charged  are  «ot  more  a  violation  of  his  Senatorial 
duty  in  his  Executive  than  m  his  Judicial  and 
Legislative  capacity. 

u  is  true  that  in  Enaland  this  power  is  upon  a 
very  iadefinitefooting.  Id  theory  it  is  conilitudonal 
to  proceed  aminst  a  Peer  for  any  crime,  against  a 
Commoner  Tor  any  misdemeanor.  In  practice 
this  power  is  not  carried  into  exectitioD,  nor  would 
tbe  present  instance  be  endured. 

All  writers  speak  of  this  power  as  intended  only 
asuseful  in  charges  against  officenformaiconduct 
itt  office.  It  is  said  by  Blackstone,  in  the  4th  vol- 
ume of  hia  Commentaries,  pa^s  260,  361, "  that  a 
subject  entrusted  with  the  administration  of  pub- 
lic affairs  may  infringe  the  rights  of  the  people, 
and  begoilty  of  such  crimes  as  the  ordinary  ma- 
gistrate either  dares  not  or  cannot  punish. 

Montesquieu,  in  his  Spirit  of  ixiiM,  volume  i. 
p.  327,  expresses  himself  in  a  similar  manner.  A 
late  learned  English  writer,  Woodeson,  volume  3d 
of  his  Leomtes,  pp.  601,  603,  and  613,  repeats  the 
HDtiment,aud  adds,"  that  the  abuse  of  high  offices 
of  trust,  are  the  most  proper,  and  have  Deen  the 
ntoit  usual  sroimds  ol  this  kind  of  ptosecution. 
The  power  gi  the  delinquents,  and  the  peculiar  po- 
litical nature  of  their  crimes,  pointing  out  thisraode 
of  proceeding  as  best  calculated  to  answer  the  pur* 
poses  of  justice."  History  supports  the  position  of 
Uiese  elementary  writers.  The  Duke  of  Suffolk 
was  impeached  for  ite^lect  of  duty  as  an  Ambama- 
dor ;  the  Earl  of  Bristol,  that  he  (tave  counsel 
.  against  a  war  with  Spain,  whose  Kiiig  had  af- 
fronted the  English  nation ;  the  Duke  ofBuckiiw- 
ham,  that  he,  oeing  Admiral,  n^lected  the  nfe- 
guard  of  the  sea  ;  Michael  de  la  Pole,  that  he,  be- 
mg  ChatjcclloTj  acted  contrary  lo  his  duty;  the 
Duke  of  Buctunghant,  for  havine  a  plurality  of 
offices;  and  he  whom  the  poet  culs  the  greatest, 
brightest,  meaneat,  of  mankind,  for  bribery  in 
bis  office  of  Lord  Chancellor ;  the  Lord  Finch,  for 
lulawfu!  methods  of  enlaqting  the  forest,  in  bis' 
office  of  assistant  to  the  justices  in  Eyre  ;  the  Earl 
of  Oxford  for  sellinj^  goods,  to  hia  own  use,  cap- 
tured by  btm  u  Admiral,  without  accounting  far  a 
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ConstiiutiuD  of  the  United  Stales,  the  eiclusire 
ground  of  proceeding  by  impEachmenl;  at  least, 
that  none  but  civil  officers  of  the  United  States 
are  liable  to  be  thus  proceeded  against.  I  do  not 
say,  that  it  is  equally  clear  that  the  power  is  limit- 
ed also  to  malcondnct  in  office. 

Allow  me  here  to  notice  an  objection  made  bv- 
ihe  honorable  Manacers.  which  has  been  mucn 
relied  upon,  and  whicn,  as  it  apears  to  me^  is  easily 
□bvialed.  It  has  been  said,  the  4lb  section  of  the 
Sd  article  is  only  affirmative.  I  answer,  so  are  all 
the  jMwers  of  Congress,  Legislative,  Executive,  or 
Judiciary.  Congress  haspower,  in  the  8th  section 
of  the  1st  article,  to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  to  borrow 
money,  dec.  dtc.  There  are  no  native  words  ex- 
cept when  applied  lo  the  States,  From  the  nature 
of  the  compact,  as  well  as  by  the  13(h  section  of 
the  Amendments  of  the  Constitution  already  no- 
ticed, thepowers  not  delegated  to  the  United  States 
by  the  Constitution,  nor  prohibited  by  it  to  the 
States,  are  reserved  to  the  States  res^ctirely,  or 
to  the  people.  I  find  by  the  Constitution,  that 
civil  officers  are  amenable  to  justice  bjr  impeach- 
ment, and  I  do  not  find  that  any  other  citizens  are. 
and  I  therefore  confideotly  presimie  that  this  will 
be  the  boundary  by  which  this  honorable  Court 
will  limit  its  proceedings.  Whatever  offences  Mr. 
Blount  may  nave  cornmiited,  or  is  said  to  have 
committed,  it  is  not  expedient  to  break  down  the 
barriers  of  the  Constitution  in  order  to  reach  him. 
From  all  the  preceding  considerations  I  infet, 
that  the  power  of  proceeoiDg  by  tm^eachment  un- 
der the  Constitution,  extends  only  to  the  civil  offi- 
cers of  the  United  States. 

In  the  third  place,  who  are  the  object*  of  this 
power  of  impeachment  7  Or,  in  other  words,  are 
Senators  at*l  oMcer*  of  the  United  Slates  1 

Ideas  derived  from  English  jurisprudence  are 
ingrafted  into  all  our  Constitutions.  Hence  the 
propriety  of  reasoninK  by  analogy  from  the  books 
of  the  law.  Thus  far  I  agree  with  the  honor- 
able Chairman  of  the  Managers.  In  Great  Bri- 
tain, says  Mr.  Justice  Blackstone,  in  his  Commm- 
taries,  vol.  i.  p.  271,  272,  the  King  is  the  tounlain 
of  honour,  of  o^cc,and  of  privilege.  Wfaatisthe 
definition  ofan  office  1  It  is  thus  defined,  3d  Btaek. 
Com.'p.  36;  "aright  to  exercisea  public  or  private 
employment,  and  to  take  the  fees  and  emoluments 
thereunto  belonging:"  a  definition  much  more  ac- 
curate, I  conceive,  than  that  given  by  the  honora- 
ble Chairman  of  the  Managers. 

If  an  officer  is  excluded  from  office,  htfmay  have 
a  mandamus  for  admission  or  restoration.  Will 
iheseremediesapply  toaSenator?  Awrit  of  quo 
warranto,  or  an  information  in  nature  thereof,  wiU 
lie  against  him  who  claims  or  ttsurps  any  office,  to 
inquire  by  what  authority  he  supports  his  claim? 
May  It  issue  against  a  Senator?  Will  or  will  not 
the  same  parttculars  distinguish  an  officer  of  the 
United  States?  I  mean  the  mode  of  appointment, 
the  means  to  obtain  admission  or  restoration,  and 
the  manner  in  which  he  may  be  called  upon  to 
show  how  hesupporta  his  claim  to  iheofficeheex- 
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er  of  the  Senate  to  judge  of  ihe  elections  of  their 
members,  render  such  proceedings  unnecessary. 
True,  that  is,  the  Senator  is  to  be  remored,  corrected, 
or  restored,  by  methods  adapted  to  the  member  of 
the  Legislative  body,  not  to  the  officers  of  Eiecu- 
tive  appointlaent.  The  PresideDt  is  as  much  the  pa- 
rent of  office  here,  as  the  Kiog  is  in  Bngtand. 
The  second  clause  of  the  2d  section  of  the  8d  ar- 
ticle declares,  "that  the  President  shall  havepower, 
by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate, 
to  appoint  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  all 
other  officers  of  the  Unilpd  States,  whose  appoinl- 
ments  are  not  herein  otherwise  provided  for." 
The  expression  is  not,  that  the  President  shall  ap- 
point all  officers  boldiiie  under  the  United  Slates, 
hut  all  officers  of  the  United  States,  The  excep- 
tion is  ii;imediately  explained,  and  does  not  aSect 
the  present  question.  "But  Congress  may,  by  law, 
vest  the  appointment  of  such  inferior  officers  as 
they  think  proper,  in  the  President  alone,  in  the 
courts  Of  law,  or  in  the  Heads  of  Departments." 
It  follows  in  the  next  section,  the  third  of  article 
second.  "  chat  the  President  shall  commission  all 
the  officers  of  the  United  States,"  I  infer  thai 
none  are  within  the  expression  ofcivil  dfficers  of 
the  United  Slates,  unless  so  appioinied  and  so  com- 
missioaed. 

Here  is  ibe  text  and  its  comment.  To  be  an 
officer  of  the  Goveromenl,  you  must  receive  a  com- 
mission from  the  Executive  of  that  Government. 
The  Constitution  proceeds  without  the  interven- 
tion of  a  single  line,  after  declaring  that  the  Presi- 
dent shall  commission  all  the  officers  of  the  United 
States.  As  if  so  to  connect  the  twu  circumstances, 
that  it  should  not  escape  noticBj  it  selects  out  the 
President,  Vice  President,  and  one  class  of  thi 
who  are  to  be  commissioned,  to  wit.  the  civil  o 
cers,  and  subjects  ihem  to  impeacnment  and  its 
coDspqueoces. 

Where  then  is  the  distinction  suggested  by  the 
honorable  Chairman  of  the  Managers,  betweei 
those  who  hold  tmder,  and  those  who  hold  of  thi 
United  Stales? 

It  is  objected  that  the  President  is  surely  an  im 
portant  officer  of  the  Uoited  Scales,  and  )[et  no 
commissioned,  and  therefore,  that  our  defiaicion  is 
not  accurate.  To  this  we  answer,  that  the  Presi- 
dent in  the  Constitution  is  always  designated  by 
the  appropriate  term  of  office,  and  never  included 
nnder  the  expression  of  officer  of  the  United  States, 
or  anyjenenc  term. 

Nowis  it  possible  to  darken  what  is  thus  clear,ob- 
scure  what  is  thus  plain,  and  render  doubtful  what 
is  thus  exAnpt  from  all  ambiguity?  Three  char- 
acteristics distinguish  the  objects  of  impeachment 
(besides  President  and  Vice  President,  who  are 
specially  designated,  instead  of  being  included  un- 
der any  general  denomination;}  lat.  They  are 
flppointea  by  the  President,  with  the  advice  of 
the  Senate,  2d.  They  are  commissioned  by  the 
President.  3d.  They  are  civil,  in  contradistinc- 
tion to  military  officers. 

Verbal  criticism  laid  aside,  let  as  attend  to  the 
snirit  and  meaning,  the  scope  and  design  of  the 
this  particular.    In  the  5th  aection 


been  provided  for,  by  giving  to  each  Houseapow< 
punish  and  expel  its  members.     Impeacament 
afterwards  introduced  for  the  Executive,  and 
iis  officers. 

Who  is  the  Senaior?  How  appointed?  To 
whom  ought  be  to  be  amenable?  Does  he  fall 
withinlbe  former,  or  the  latter  class?  And  which 
of  those  provisions  is  most  applicable  to  him? 

They  are  appointed  by  the  Slate  Legisl&tares 
— each  has  one  vote — they  are  the  represenCatives 
of  the  portion  of  sovereignty  remainiag  in  the  in- 
dividual States — iheyare  sent  as  guardians  to  pre- 
serve the  remaining  limited  sovereignty  of  the 
States.  Do  the  reasons  which  show  the  propriety 
of  rendeting  the  Executive  and  its  officers  liable 
to  impeachment,  apply  to  these  characters?  Offi- 
cial neglect  may  be  a  pretence,  Legislative  firm- 
ness the  real  cause  of  offence.  Firmness  in  (be 
discharge  of  his  duty  might  subject  a  Senator  to 
impeacnment.  It  is  a  power  of  ostracism  in  the 
hands  of  the  most  numerous  branch,  already  suffi- 
ciently powerful,  which  would  enable  them  to  re- 
move from  bis  seat  any  member  of  the  Senate  who 
dares  oppose  their  favorite  measures. 

As  a  further  indication  how  little  analogy  there 
is  between  the  character  of  a  Senaior,  and  that  of 
an  officer  of  the  Executive  of  the  United  States,  ' 
let  it  be  recollected,  thac  if  a  Senator  resigns,  or 
dies,  in  the  recess  of  the  State  Legislature,  the 
Executive  of  the  State,  not  of  the  Unied  States, 
supplies  the  vacancy.  The  small  State  of  Dela- 
ware has  thesamenumber  of  Senators  as  the  large 
Stale  of  Massachusects,  Why?  Because  ihe  Sen- 
ators arethe  representatives  of  sovereignty.  Refine 
as  we  please,  tnis  proceeding  aims  at  the  Legis- 
lative character  of  the  Senator.  The  impeach- 
ment destroys  his  influence  as  such.  ConuaoD 
fame  is  a  sufficient  foundation  for  this  mode  of 
proceeding;  its  immediate  eSect,  let  the  opini(»i 
ofihe  House  of  Representatives  deCermine,  who, 
on  this  occasion,  even  before  the  articles  were 
pre!>eoted  or  prepared,,  requested  that  the  accused, 
merely  on  an  intimation  itom  them  that  they  had 
resolved  to  impeach  him,  might  be  suspended  from 
his  seat  in  this  House. 

The  Senator  has  a  Judiciary  and  Executive  as 
well  as  Legislative  character,  we  ate  told;  and,  in 
the  old  quaint  law  Latin,  quo  ad  hoc,  he  is  guan, 
an  officer  of  the  United  Stales.  Can  you  remove 
him  in  that  or  those  capacity  or  ca^citiea?  How 
will  the  JQ^menl  be  rendered  1  The  civil  officers 
conlempJMed  by  the  Constitution,  by  necessary 


Constitution,  i 


implications  in  the  articles  and  sections  so  of^en  ' 
lead  10  this  purpose,  were  those  who  had  received 
their  appointment  from  the  President  and  Senate, 
commissioned  by  the  President.  If  the  Senator 
is  in  any  respect  a  civil  officer,  he  must,  in  the 
same  respect,  be  thus  appointed  and  tbns  com- 
missionedj  or  he  is  not  comprehended  under  the 
Constitutional  definition  of  a  civil  officer  of  the 
GoremmenI  of  the  United  States.  Is  the  Senator. 
ia  his  Judicial  and  Executive  character,  appoin tea 
by  the  President  and  Senate,  and  commissioned 
by  the  President?  Or  does  his  Judicial  and  Exe- 
cutive character  also  emanate  from  the  lame 
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source  aa  his  Legislative,  lo  wit,  from  the  Suteal 
A  member  of  the  House  'of  Lords,  no  writer,  no 
ipeftker  ever  denominated  an  officer' of  the  Crown 
or  Gorernmenl.  Compare  the  Judiciary  powers 
of  a  member  of  the  Mouse  of  Lords  with  those  of 
the  Seaators  of  the  United  States.  Here,  a  rare 
instance,  of  perhaps  half  a  century,  an  impeach- 
ment. In  EoEland,  the  House  of  Lords  is  the 
dernier  resort  for  the  ultimate  decision  of  every 
dvil  action.  Then  certainly  it  is  not  the  Judicial 
part  of  the  Senatorial  character  that  denominates 
them  civil  officers  of  the  United  States. 

It  remains  to  consider  their  power  in  appoint- 
ment to  office.  They  can  only  adrbe  and  con- 
»emi.  They  cannot  either  appoint  or  execute.  Is 
this  any  incident  of  a  civil  office?  Being  appoint- 
ed is;  but  not  appointing,  except  the  first  Civil 
Magistrate.  The  civil  officer  is  the  patient,  not  the 
agent  of  appointment.  The  President,  indeed,  is 
not  appoaOed;  but,  as  I  said  before,  he  is  not 
comprehended  under  the  generic  term  of  civil 
officer;  but  specifically  described  by  the  term  of 
his  ogice,  as  is  the  Vice  President. 

If  the  Senator  rarely  judges,  and  sometimes  ap- 
points, but  generally  legislates,  in  the  Constitution, 
as  in  laws  and  common  language,  does  the  general 
nature  of  the  character  give  the  determination,  or 
the  incidentall 

The  President  is  the  Executive  of  the  United 
States;  but  does  he  not  take  a  part  in  legislating? 
He  has  a  qiuUiJied  negative  vpon  everi/lav);  and 
yet  ait  Legislative  power  is  vested  in  a  Congress 
of  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives. 

If  the  Senator  is  liable  to  be  proceeded  against 
by  impeachment,  because  he  acts  as  a  Judge  some- 
times, or  joins  the  Executive  in  appointments,  ' 
reason  ofthe  law  shows  its  extent,  and  cewa 
Totione  legia  ceuet  et  ipea  iar.  He  is  liabli  __ 
impeachment  only  for  wbal  he  did  in  the  Judicial 
or  Executive  part  of  his  character,  then  he  would 
be  prosecuted  in  one  character,  disgraced  and 
punished  in  another. 

There  u  not  any  charge  in  the  article*  against 
the  defendant  for  malcondUct,  with  peculiar  refer- 
ence to  the  exercise  of  his  Judicial  or  Executive 
SenstDrial  character.  If  it  be  said^  that  his  being 
a  civil  officer  of  the  United  States  in  two  respects, 
renders  him  an  object  of  impeachn^ent  for  any 
crime  and  misdemeanor,  then  you  include  offen- 
ces in  his  Legislative  character,  coikfound  all  the 
distinctions  in  the  Constitution,  destroy  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  Senate ;  and  the  ma|t  numerous 
Drancb,  like  Aeutm'a  serpent,  swallows  up  the 
whole.  To  obviate  this  objection,  ahdCd  any  one 
say  that  his  condnct  as  a  legislator  is  exempt  from 
thie  course  of  proeeeding—I  say  no,  unless  that, 
as  civil  officers  only  may  De  impeached,  it  implies 
for  malconduet  in  office,  or  that  the  Senator  is  not 
a  civil  officer  of  the  United  Slates.  I  defy  inge- 
nuity to  suggest  any  hut  one  of  these  two  reasons, 
or  make  a  third  distinction.  The  6th  section  of 
the  1st  article  declares,  "that  for  any  speech  or 
debate  in  the  Senate,  the  Senator  cannot  be  ques- 
tioned elsewhere;"  but  suppose  that  he  is  guilty 
by  act,  takes  a  bribe  to  vote  tor  a  law  or  afamst  a 
law,  if  be  is  a  civil  officer  of  the  United  States, 


there  is  not  anything  to  preveat  his  being  liable  to 
impeachment  as  any  other  civil  officer ;  and  if  as  to 
others,  it  is  not  confined  lo  malpractice  in  office, 
hat  includes  every  crime  and  misdemeanor,  m 
will  it  as  to  him  also.  It  is  asked,  shall  a  Senator 
escape  punishment?  Must  the  Senate  associate 
with  an  unworthy  member?  I  answer,  the  C<»- 
siicution  has  provided  that  the  offender  may  be 
prosecuted  by  indictment,  he  may  be  expell- 
ed; after  which,  it  is  not  very  probable,  that 
he  wiU  be  appointed  to  an  office  of  the  United 
Slates,  wiih  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate^ 
If  William  Blount,  however,  is  convicted,  may  he 
not  be  returned  a  Senator  again  ?  1  mean  to 
ask,  will  the  judgment  onconvictiondiaqualify? 
The  Senate,  it  wUl  be  said,  can  expel  him  again. 
Be  it  so;  but.  until  expulsion,  is  he  not  a  Senator, 
at  least  in  his  Legislative  capacity?  Can  he  be 
so  by  parts?  Does  not  this  show  that  a  Seoaior 
is  not  an  officer  of  the  United  Sutes,  not 
an  object  of  the  proceeding  by  impeachment? 
Would  a  judgment  on  conviction  removeJiimaia 
Senator?  Would  it  be  a  disqualification,  as  to  pan 
of  his  character,  and  not  as  to  another  part?*  Soch 
subtle  refinements,  opprobrious  niceties  and  iocoo- 
sistencies  resi)}t  from  classing  Senators  under  a 
denomination   not  intended  by  the  Constitutioa. 

Senators  and  members  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives have  one  set  of  words  aproopriated  to 
them  in  the  Constitution  —  civil  officera,  other 
terms.  As  thus,  office,  appointment,  cotnmtHUM, 
remotxd;  Senator,  or  one  of  the  House  of  ReiNv- 
neatAtiyeajmember,eiectiim,exjiiilmoa,  teat  vacated. 

What  mterptelation  shall  we  give  to  the  6th 
section  of  the  4ih  article  ?  "Ho  persoD  holding 
any  office  under  the  United  States,  shall  be  a 
member  of  either  House,  during  his  continuance 
in  office  ;"  and  yet  a  Senator  is,  ipm>  facto,  it  is 
said,  an  officer  of  the  United  Sutes.  Identity  ia 
incompatibility.  The  exception  of  a  Senator  is 
implied,  say  toe  honorable  Managers;  but  how 
do  they  show  it  ?  h  not  this  section  to  be  nndci^ 
stood  as  importing' that  the  character  of  a  member 
of  either  House,  and  that  of  an  officer  of  the  Uni- 
ted Statra,  ■re,  by  the  Constitution,  distinct  and 
incom^tible.  The  distinction  is  observed  through- 
out Can  the  Clerk  of  this  House,  or  the  Clerk 
of  the  other  House,  be  proceeded  against  by  im- 
peachtnent?  I  conceive  not;  because  they  are 
not  appointed  nor  commissioned  by  the  United 
Stales  Qovernment,  or  by  the  Executive  thereof^ 
but  by  Che  respective  Houses.  I  believe  that  not 
an  instance  can  be  foaod  in  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  Stales,  in  which  a  Senator  is  classed 
under  the  denomination  of  an  officer,  or  civil  offi- 
cer of  the  United  States. 

Some  observation  was  made  on  the  9th  section 
of  the  Ist  article  of  the  Consiiiution  of  the  United 
States,  "  that  no  person  holding  any  office  of  profit 
or  trust  under  the  United  Stales,  should,  withont 
the  consent  of  Congress,  accept  of  any  present 
from  any  King,  Prince,  or  foreign  State."  Might 
a  Senator,  one  in  so  important  a  public  sitnaticm. 
accept  of  a  nesent  from  a  forei^  State?  No,  1 
answer.  Toe  power  of  expulsion  is  a  sufficicat 
check.    The  impropriety  of  the  measure  wonld 
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be  a  snfficieDi  ^uard.  The  laws, 
with  the  Cod suiu Lion  of  the  United  States,  dis- 
ttDffuish  betweea  the  merob«rs  of  the  LeK'skture 
SDd  the  officers  of  the  United  Stales,  and  also  of 
the  several  States. 

Id  the  Gist  volume  of  the  laws  of  the  United 
States  p.  18,  sec.  3,  it  is  provided  "  that  all  mem- 
bers of  the  State  Legislatures,  and  the  Executive 
.  and  Judicial  'officers  of  the  several  States,  sfuU 
take  an  oath  to  support  the  Constitution ;"  and  by 
aectioD  2,  it  is  provided  "  that  the  members  of  the 
Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,"  and  by 
section  1,  "that  all  officers  of  the  United  States 
shall  take  the  same  oath,  distinguishing:  between 
the  members  of  either  House  and  the  officers  of 
the  United  States."  In  the  Constitutiou  of  the 
St«te  of  Pennsylvania,  of  New  York,  of  Massa- 
chusetts, and  ot  New  Hampshire,  the  same  dis- 
tinction of  language  is  observed.  The  distiactian 
is  equally  familiar  in  the  English  law.  In  the  lit 
vol-  of  Bladatone^t  Gmanentariea,  p.  368,  it  is 
said  "  that  the  oath  of  allegiance  must  be  taken  bv 
ail  peraotu  in  any  q^,  trust,  or  employment ;" 
yet  members  of  either  House  are  not  considered 
as  included.  In  p.  374  of  the  same  volume,  it  is 
declared  "  that  do  denizen  can  be  of  the  Privy 
Council,  or  either  House  of  Parliament,  or  have 
any  orffce  of  trust,  civil  or  military,"  Such,  I  be- 
lierefhss  been  the. universal  understanding  of  the 
expressions,  until  the  present  pnnecution. 

It  is  a  rule  of  construction,  that  when  a  Iav<«is 
wily  doubifol,  arguments  ab  mamvenienti  are 
moat  powerful.  The  rule  will  apply,  with  equal 
propriety,  to  the  constrnction  of^a  Constitution. 
If  the  most  numerous  branch,  already,  1  repeal  it, 
sufficiently  formidable,  may  proceed  by  impeach- 
ment against  a  Senator— at  their  will,  doom  to 
temporary  di^tace  any  member—ihis  would  form 
an  engine  of  immense  additional  weight  in  their 
hands.  I  know  that  it  is  not  always  an  objection 
against  en  trusting  power  that  it  may  be  abused; 
but,  when  it  is  unnecessary  to  make  the  trust,  and 
the  danger  great,  the  risk  ought  not  to  be  incurred. 

It  is  among  the  less  objections  of  the  catis&  that 
the  defendant  iff  now  out  of  office,  not  by  resigna- 
tion. I  certainly  shall  never  contend  that  an  offi- 
cer may  first  commit  an  offence,  and  afterwards 
avoid  punishment  by  resigning  his  office;  but  the 
defendant  has  been  expelled.  Can  he  be  removed 
at  one  trial,  and  disqualified  at  another,  for  the 
same  offence  7  Is  it  not  the  form,  rather  than  the 
substance  of  a.  trial  ?  Do  the  Senate  come,  as 
Lord  Mansfield  mys  a  jury  oujghl,  like  blank  pa- 
pa:, without  a  previous  impression  upon  their 
minds?  Would  not  error  in  the  first  sentence 
naturally  be  productive  of  error  in  the  second  in- 
stance 1  Is  there  not  reason  to  apprehend  the 
strong  bias  of  a  former  decision  would  be  apt  to 
prevent  the  influence  of  any  new  lights  brought 
Forward  upon  a  second  trial  1 

I  know  I  am  endeavoring  to  support  what  in  all 
courts  is  generally  unpalatable  doctrine.  I  am 
speaking  for  a  decision  acainst  the  exercise  of  ju- 
risdiction requested  by  the  honorable  Managos. 
Waters,  however,  says  Lord  Coke^  which  over- 
flow their  limits,  are  apt  to  lose  their  channel,  at 


ampliarejuitiiiam  nonjitritdictionem. 
I  thank  you  for  the  patient  attention  with  which 
I  have  been  heard.  I  hope  and  believe  that  your 
deliberations  will  end  in  a  proper  decision  of  this 
most  important  question.  I  conclude  in  the  dying 
words  01  the  famous  Father  Paul  to  bis  country, 
as  quoted  by  Mr.  Justice  Blaehstone,  and  which 
he  has,  I  conceive,  with  less  propriety,  applied  to 
the  Constitution  of  Qreat  Britain :  I  say  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  in  its  true  sense 
and  genuine  exposition,  Ealo  perptlua  ( 

Mr.  NoERBOLL  having  closed  hb  observations, 
Mr.  Harpek  replied  as  follow*: 

And  I.  too,  Mr.  President,  say  of  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States,  E»to  perpetual  In  this 
prayer  I  most  devoutly  join  the  honorable  counsel 
for  the  defendant;  nor  will  I  yield  (o  that  honor- 
able gentleman,  or  any  other  of  America's  sons,  in 
the  warmth  or  the  sincerity  of  my  wishes  for  the 
perpetual  duraiioa  of  our  free  and  happy  Conati- 

But  the  question  between  ns  does  not  lelate  to 
the  duration  of  the  Constitution,  which  we  all 
equally  desire,  but  to  iiscoustruction,  about  which 
doubts  may  well  exist  among  its  siocerest  friends. 
To  fix  this  construction  in  the  case  now  under 
consideration,  will,  therefore,  be  the  sole  object  of 
those  remarks,  wbicb,  as  one  of  tbe  Managers  of 
the  impeachment  against  William  Blount,  1  shall 
address  to  this  honorable  body.  To  this  object  I 
shall  strictly  confine  myself;  leaving  in  the  fields 
of  rhetorical  embellishment,  lo  which  they  prop- 
erly belong,  all  tbe  other  topics  whereon  the 
learned  counsel  for  the  defendant  have  *o  elo> 
queotly  descanted. 

The  arguments  urged  against  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  Senate,  in  this  case,  naturally  divide  them- 
selves under  two  beads :  first,  that  noperson  except 
an  officer  of  the  Oovernment  of  the  United  States 
is  liable  to  impeachment  under  the  Constitution  ; 
secondly,  that,  according  to  the  force  and  true 
meaaiog  of  the  Constitution,  a  member  of  the 
Senate  is  not  such  an  officer.  It  was  in  this  order 
that  my  learned  colleague  considered  the  subject. 
On  tbe  first  point  nothing  can  be  added  by  me  td 
the  .very  able  and  conclusive  argument  which  be 
delivered ;  nor  shall  I  attempt  anything;  more 
than  merely  to  remove  the  principal  objections 
which  were  urged  by  the  learned  counsel  in  reply ; 
bul.on  tbe  second,  which  was  more  lightly  toucned 
by  nim,  I  shall  insist  at  greater  length. 

My  honorable  colleague,  under  the  first  head, 
contended  that  the  power  of  impeachment  beins 

S'ven  by  the  Constitution  to  the  Senate  and 
ouse  of  Hepresentativea,  without  restriction  or 
explanation,  its  nature,  its  objects,  and  its  extent, 
must  be  sought  for  in  the  common  law  of  Eng- 
land, from  whence  it  is  derived.  This  principle 
was  warmly  combated  by  the  learned  connsel  for 
the  defendant  who  replied  to  him.  but  who  did 
not  condescend  to  inform  us  to  trnat  source  we 
are  to  resort  for  tbe  explanation  of,the  term  "im- 
peachment," after  we  shall  have  rejected,  purso- 
an(  to  his  advice,  what  he  is  pleased  to  term  "  the 
dark  and  barbarous  volumes  of  the  common  law." 
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What,  he  exclaims,  shall  we.  in  order  to  decide  od 
qaestiona  respecting  our  dearest  rights,  have  re- 
course to  the  "dark  and  barbarous  volumes  of  the 
common  law  !"  This.  Mr.  President,  reminds  me 
of  the  "  worm-eaten  volumes"  of  the  law  of  na- 
tions, about  which  we  formerly  heard  so  much 
iu  our  dispute  with  the  Frencli  Republic.  The 
former  Mm ister  of  that  nation,  when  he  found 
himself  hard  pressed  by  the  anihorities  from  the 
law  of  nations,  which  tne  American  Secretary  of 
State  very  abl^  adduced  against  him,  had  recourse 
to  the  same  ingenious  eipedieut  whereto  the 
learned  counsel  tor  the  defendant,  in  similar  cir- 
cumstances, has  resorted.  Me  denied  the  author- 
ity  of  Orolius,  Pufiendorf^  and  Vattel,  and  called 
their  works  "  worm-eaten  Tolumes."  whose  con- 
tents, he  thanked  Ood,  that  he  had  long  since  for- 
^tten.*  With  equal  prudence  and  dexterity,  the 
ingenious  counsel  for  tne  defendant,  hard  pressed 
by  the  authorities  adduced  from  the  common  law. 
and  unable  to  answer  or  eviide  them,  gets  rid  of 
them  at  once,  by  a  coup-de--main  i  la  Genet,  and 
consigns  them  to  oblivion,  as  "dark  and  barbarous 
volumes,"  unworiby  of  the  light  of  the  new  phi- 
losophy ;  which,  in  law,  it  seems,  as  well  as  in  uoli- 
tics  and  morals,  can  dispense  with  the  aids  of  long 
experience,  soars  above  the  wisdom  of  all  former 
ages,  and,  in  the  mouths  of  its  uew-fledged  vota- 
ries, is  all-sufficient,  hj  its  own  light,  to  regulate 
not  only  our  civil  institutions  and  our  itforal  con- 
duct, but  also  the  laws  which  protect  our  proper- 
ty, our  lives,  and  our  reputation.  The  -'  dark  and 
barbarous  volumes  of  the  common  law."  which 
have  been  the  boast  of  ages,  and  in  which  our 
simple  ancestors  thought  that  they  could  find  the 
maxims  of  truth,  discovered  by  reflection,  and  con- 
firmed by  experience,  are  now,  according  to  the 
learned  counsel  for  the  defendant,  to  be  Mnished, 
along  with  the  "  worm-eaten  volumes"  of  the  law 
of  nations,  into  the  ruions  of  mere  antiquarian 
curiosity,  or  of  total  obfivion.  And  yet,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, our  courts  and  juries  do  not  seem  to  be  yet 
illumined  by  this  new  light ;  for  to  these  "  dark 
and  barbarous  volumes"  do  they  perpetually  re- 
cuTonquestionsof  the  highest  importance.  Ifaman 
be  indicted  for  murder,  and  a  ijuestion  arise  whe- 
ther the  matter  alleged  in  the  indictment  amount 
to  the  crime  of  murder,  whither  does  the  court  re- 
sort for  a  decision  on  this  question  ?  I  answer,  to 
the  "dark  and  barbarousBges  of  the  common  law." 
If  the  indictment  be  sufficient,  aad  it  become  a 
question  whether  the  facta  proved  are  sufficient  to 
Btipport  the  indictment,  whither,  I  ask,  is  recourse 
had  for  a  decision  on  this  point?  Again,  I  an- 
swer, to  the  "dark  and  barbarotis  volumes  of  the 
common  law."    If  the  testimony,  offered  in  sup- 

Ct  of  the  iodictment,  be  objected  to  as  improper, 
V  is  this  question  decided?  By  a  recurreiwe 
to  those  same  "dark  and  barbarous"  volumes.  If 
a  man,  being  deemed  bv  his  neighbor,  bring  an 
action  ftir  damages,  and  it  be  objected  that  the 


«  in  I7>3,  bttweou  Mt.  Jef- 


answer,  by  recourse  to  the  '^dark  and  barbarons 
volumes  of  the  common  law." 

Do  these  volumes,  which  have  so  unfortunatdy 
incurred  the  displeasure  of  the  learned  counsel  fw 
the  defendant,  possess  less  iaflueoce  upon  our 
property  than  upon  our  life  and  reputation  1  By 
no  means ;  for  should  a  man  claim  an  estate  by 
inheritance  from  his  ancestors,  or  by  the  will  of 
a  person  deceased,  and  a  question  were  to  arise 
respectine  the  legal  effect  of  the  words  made  use  of 
in  thewiitortbecircumstancesnecessarytoconstt' 
tute  a  descent  in  law,  by  what  standard  would  the 
decision  be  regulated?  By  the  rules,  I  answer. 
which  are  contained  in  the  ''dark  and  barbarous 
volumes  of  the  common  law."    Should  I  bring 


_.  my  personal  property,  whereof  another  persi. 
had  obtained  possession  1  By  what  aumority 
should  I  support  mv  action?  By  what  ruin 
would  the  recovery  be  governed  ?  Still,  I  an- 
swer, by  the  '-  dark  and  barbarous  voliiues  of  the 
common  law." 

It  appears,  indeed,  that  our  Legislatures  are  as 
destitute  as  onrcourtsandjnrie$,of  that  new  light 
which  might  enable  them^  like  the  leamedcoun- 
sel  for  the  defendant,  to  dispense  with  the  "  daik 
and  barbarous  volumes  of  the  common  law ;"  for 
they  perpetually  refer  to  those  volumes  for  the 
explanations  of  the  most  important  terms  used  in 
their  L»islative  acts.  Suppose,  for  instance,  that 
th%  Legislature  of  any  State  should  pass  an  act 
providing  that  any  person  convicted  of  such  or 
such  an  offence,  should  suffer  the  punishment  of 
fibmy,  without  ftene/K  of  clergy.  Similar  acts 
are  IrequenL  Womd  the  Legislature,  in  this 
case,  explain,  in  the  act,  itself,  what  is  meant  by 
the  terms  conmctitm,felom/,  and  bmefi  of  clergy? 
Certainly  not.  For  the  explanation  of  those 
terms,  which  constitute  the  very  essence  of  the 
act,  recourse  would  be  had  to  the  "dark  and  bar- 
barous volumes  of  the  common  law."  So,  if  it 
were  to  be  enacted,  tbat  lands  held  in  fee  simple, 
should  no  longerpass  by  descent  to  the  heir  at  hw 
alone,  but  should  be  equally  divided  among  all 
the  heirs  of  the  whole  blood,  in  equal  degree, 
there  would  be  found  in  the  act  itself,  no  explan- 
ation of  the  terms  fee  nmrie,  deacent,  heir  at  law, 
heirs  of  the  uAote  olood,  fc.,  but  recourse  must  be 
had  for  their  meaning  to  the  "dark  and  barbarous 
volumes"  which  are  so  unsiehtly  in  the  eyes  of 
the  learned  counsel  for  the  defendant. 

I  should  never  conclude,  Mr.  President,  were  I 
to  enumerate  all  the  instances  of  this  kind  which 
might  be  drawn  from  our  systems  of  jurispru- 
dence and  our  Legislative  proceedings.  Every 
day  and  every  hour  do  our  courts  of  justice  found 
their  decisions,  and  our  Legislators  rest  the  ex- 

Clanation,  of  tneir  acts  on  those  "dark  and  bar- 
arons  volumes"  of  the  common  law,  for  attempt- 
ing to  draw  from  which  an  explanation  of  the  na- 
ture and  extent  of  the  power  of  "  impeachmeuL'* 
my  learned  colleague  has  incurred  the  censure 
of  the  honorable  counsel  for  the  defendant. 

But  if  my  colleague  were  not  thus  supported 
by  the  universal  practice  of  our  Legislative  bo- 
di«s,  and  our  courts  of  justice,  in  his  recurrence  to 
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D  Iftw  foi  on  explaaatioo  of  a  tenn  de- 
rived solely  from  that  law,  what  could  be  more 
TCSMiDable  in  itself  than  such  a  recurreoce  t    b 


t  sciences  1  And  when  doubts  arise  abont  thi 
meaning  of  these  tenns,  to  wbat  do  we  resort  for 
their  expUnfttioD  ?  Surely  to  the  art  or  science 
from  whence  they  were  borrowad.  Let  us  take 
chemistry  for  an  example.  Suppose  it  were  cd- 
acted  by  a  law  tJiat  men  should  not  profess  chem- 
istry, or  should  not  perform  certain  operations  in 
chemistry,  without  a  previous  license  ttom  the 
Qoyernment ;  and  a  question  were  ro  arise  before 
a  court  of  justice  about  the  meaning  of  the  term 
''chemiitry,"or  of  the  terms  employed  in  describ- 
ing those  particular  operations;  on  what  author- 
ity would  this  eiplanatioD,  the  decision  of  this 
queatioDj  be  rested?  Sorely  on  the  approved 
books  of  chemistry  )  on  the  writings  of  ihone  au- 
thors who  have  obtaiaed  the  greatest  reputation 
in  this  science — of  Lavoisier  and  Priestley,  for  in' 
stance.  I  trust  the  learned  counsel  for  the  defend' 
ant  would  not  stigmatize  the  writings  of  these  il- 
lustrious chemists,  of  these  new  light's  la  science, 
as  "  dark  and  barbarous  volumes."  To  me,  they 
would  be  "  dark,"  for  I  do  not  understand  the  sub- 
ject whereof  they  treat,  but  I  should  never  pro- 
nonnce  them  "  barbarous."  On  the  contrary  I 
should  submit  implicitly  to  their  autboriiy,  ac- 
cording lo  the  maxim  which,  in  my  unenlighten- 
ed opinion,  is  not  the  worse  for  being  old :  eut^M 
Kia  arte  atdendum.  Not  so  the  learned  counsel 
for  the  defendant.  To  him  ihe  volumes  of  the 
common  law  are  not  "  dark ;"  and  yet,  after  hav' 
ing  so  successfully  employed  himself  in  extract- 
ing their  rich  treasures,  be,  rather  ungratefully,  I 
must  say,  consigns  them  over  to  worms  and  ob- 
livion, with  the  epithet  of  "  barbarous." 

The  learned  counsel  who  first  replied  ro  mv 
eglleague  took  great  pains,  and  displayed  mucn 
ability,  to  show  the  oeroicioas  and  absurd  conse- 
quence* which  would  result  from  adopting  the 
penal  common  law  of  England,  or  the  penal  code 
erf*  any  Sttle,  as  a  rule  of  conduct  for  the  Federal 
Gofemmeot.  But  this  was  merely  fighting  a 
phantom ;  for  my  colleague  contended  for  no  such 
thing,  nor  is  it  in  the  least  necessa^  for  our  pur- 
pose.  We  do  not  wish  the  Federal  Qovemmcnt 
to  adopt  the  penal  laws  of  England,  or  of  any  par- 
licular  Stale  in  the  Union ;  but  we  contend  that 
when  a  term,  borrowed  Irom  the  law  of  England, 
is  introduced  wiihoat  comment  or  explanation  into 
onr  Constitution  or  our  statutes,  every  question  re- 
specting the  meaning  of  that  term  must  be  decided 
byareferencelolhecodefromwhenceitwasdrawn; 
in  the  same  manner  as  a  term  in  chemistry,  or  any 
other  science,  being  introduced  into  one  of  onrsta- 
tnia  or  Constitations,  must  be  explained  by  a  ref- 
erence to  the  writers  on  that  science.  3nrely  this 
ia  a  different  thing  from  adopting  the  penal  code 
of  England,  or  of  any  particular  State,  as  a  rule  of 
ccmduet  for  the  Federal  Oovemment. 

If;  therefore,  it  be  proper  and  neoeasary  to  recur 
to  every  art  and  science  for  the  explanation  of 
terms  which  have  been  borrowed  fma  it,  where 


shall  we  search,  but  in  the  common  law  of  Bng^ 
land,  for  the  oature  and  extent  of  the  "  power  of 
impeachment,"  which  our  Constitution  has  bor- 
rowed from  that  law  7  It  is  answered  that  we 
to  the  Cpnstitution  itself.  This,  Mr. 
President,  1  would  most  readily  admit — nay,  most 
earnestly  cotuend  for — did  Ihe  Constitution  con- 
tain any  explanation  on  this  subject.  But  is  that 
'  e  case 'I    Let  the  Constitution  answer. 

In  the  last  clause  of  the  3d  section  of  the  1st 
article,  the  Constitation  declares  that  "  the  House 
of  Representatives  shall  have  the  sole  power  of 
impeachment." 

1.  The  two  last  clauses  of  the  3d  section  of  the 
1st  article  declare  that  "  the  Senate  shall  have  the 
sole  power  lo  try  all  impeachments ;"  that,  "  when 
sitting  for  that  purpose,  they  shall  be  on  oath  or 
affimution."  That  "when  the  President  of  the 
United  States  is  tried,  the  Chief  Justice  shall  pre- 
side." That  "no  person  shall  be  convicted  with- 
out the  concurrence  of  two-thirds  of  the  members 
present."  That  "judgment,  in  cases  of  convic- 
tion,3hall  not  extend  further  than  to  removal  frmn 
office,  and  disqualification  to  hold  any  office  of 
honor,  profit,  or  trust,  under  the  United  States." 
And  that  "  tne  party  convicted  shall  nevertheless 
be  liable  and  subject  to  indictment  trial,  judg- 
ment, and  punishment,  accordbig  to  law." 

And,  finaUy.  the  4th  section  of  the  2d  article 
provides  that  "the  President,  Vice  President,  and 
all  civil  officers  of  the  United  States  shall  be  re- 
moved from  office  on  impeachment  for,  and  con- 
viction of,  treason,  bribery,  or  oilier  high  crimes 
and  misdemeanors." 

This  is  every  word  that  that  the  Constitution 
contains  on  the  subject  of  impeachment. 

in  these  clauses  there  are  provisions  for  three 
distinct  objects,  and,  as  it  appears  manifest  lo  me, 
for  nothing  more.  First,  by  whom  impeachmenta 
shall  be  preferred ;  secondly,  by  whom  and  in  what 
manner  they  shall  be  tried ;  and,  thirdly,  what 
shall  be  the  punishment,  in  case  of  conviction. 
The  power  of  punishment,  indeed,  is  restricted. 
In  no  case  shall  it  go  beyond  removal  from  office 
and  disqualification ;  and  in  the  case  of  the  Presi- 
dent. Vice  President,  and  all  civil  officers,  it  shaU 
not  stop  short  of  removal.  But  as  to  the  persons 
who  shall  be  impeached  besides  the  President,  Vice 
President,  and  civil  officers;  or  as  to  the  offences 
for  which  they  may  be  impeached,  not  a  word  is 
to  be  found  in  the  Constitution.  The  sole  povvev 
of  impeachment,  in  all  its  latitude,  and  with  all  its 
properties  and  incidents,  is  given  to  the  House  of 
Representatives. 

Where,  then,  Mr.  Preadent,  are  we  to  took  for 
these  properties  and  incidents?  Where  shall  we 
find  the  measure  of  this  latitude?  Not  in  the 
Constitution,  surely,  which  says  not  one  word  on 
the  subject ;  but  in  the  common  law  of  i  „ 
from  wnence  the  Constitution  borrowed  the  U 
"impeachment,"  as  it  did  so  many  other  terms, 
witooni  explanation  or  restriction. 
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exient,  as  ia  tbe  Eoelish  law.  And  ii  being  per- 
fectlf  clear  thai  in  ine  English  law  the  power  of . 
impeacbment  it  unlimited,  and  extends  to  e?eTy 

Eerson  and  to  evvrj  ofience,  it  follows,  undenia- 
\j,  that  tbe  positions  of  my  learned  colleague 
remain  unshaken,  and  that  tbe  defendant,  in  the 
present  cau,  is  liable  to  impeachment  for  the  o3en~ 
COS  charged  against  him  by  the  House  of  Repre- 


The  learned  counsel  who  first  replied  to  my 
colleague  has,  indeed,  deiueil  that  tne  power  of 
impeachment  is  unlimited  in  the  English  law. 
According  to  him,  it  is  restricted,  by  what  he  calls 
"the  policy  of  impeachmcDta,"  to  mere  official, 
offences,  committed  by  people  in  office.  It  is  «ome-  i 
what  singular  that  the  autnor  cited,  in  support  of 
this  doctrine,  (  Waodetoa,  pp.  596,  6D1  )  flatly  and 
expressly  contradicts  tbe  doctrine.  After  esplain- 
the  circumstances  from  which,  in  his  opinion,  the 
practice  of  iuipeachmeDts  in  England  first  arose, 
be  goes  on  to  state  what  the  law  on  that  subject 
actually  was,  at  the  time  when  he  wrote,  a  very 
few  years  ago.  "  All  the  King's  aubiects,  ($ays 
Woodeton,  p.  601)  are  impeachable  in  Farliameat ; 
but  with  this  distinction,  that  a  Peer  may  be  so  ac- 
cused before  bisPeers,  of  any  crime;  a  Commoner 
(thougb  perhaps  it  was  fonnerly  otherwise)  can 
now  be  charged  with  misdemeanors  only,  not  with 
any  capital  offence."  1  confess  1  cannot  under- 
stand bow  it  is  to  be  inferred,  from  this  authority, 
that  the  power  of  impeachment  in  England  is 
restricted  to  official  characters  and  official  offences. 
To  me  it  appears  that  the  very  contrary  is  ex- 
pressly established.  As  to  tbe  position  that  all  the 
instances  specified  by  Woodeton  are  of  an  official 
nature,!  cannot  contradict  it;  but  surely  the  learned 
counsel  must  have  forgotten  the  case  of  Dr.  Saoh- 
ererel,  impeached  for  preaching  an  improper  ser- 
mon, before  he  asserted  that  no  impeachments, 
except  of  persons  in  office,  and  for  official  offences, 
are  to  be  found  in  the  English  books. 

As  to  the  principles  of  the  Federal  Government, 
and  the  general  policy  of  impeachment,  whereby 
thelearned  counsel  for  the  defendant  baveinformed 
us  that  the  power  of  impeachment  under  our  Con- 
stitution ought  to  be  restricted,  I  confess,  Mr.  Pre- 
sident, that  I  do  not  perceive  the  force  of  such 
arguments  in  a  quastion  of  this  kind.  Our  busi- 
ness is  to  ascertain  the  meaning  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, and  not  to  discuss  [he  policy  of  its  varioas 
provisions;  to  inquire  what  toe  law  of  impeach- 
ments is,  not  what,  according  to  its  policy  and  its 
uses,  it  ought  to  be.  Hach  arguments  would  bave 
been  v«ry  proper  in  the  Convention  which  framed 
the  Constitution,  or  in  any  of  those  by  which  it 
was  ratified,  but  are  wholly  inapplicable  in  a  court 
of  justice,  whose  business  it  is  to  expound  the  law, 
not  to  judge  of  its  policy  or  impolicy.  Nor  can 
I  conceive  bow  ibo  universal  extent  of  the  power 
of  impeachment,  contended  for  by  my  honorable 
colleague,  is  contrary  to  tbe  spirit,  the  objects,  or 
the  policy,  either  of  the  law  of  impeachmenL  or 
of  tbe  Federal  Constitution.  The  use  of  the  law 
of  impeachment  is  to  punish,  and  thereby  prevent, 
offences  which  are  of  sue^Mnatnre  as  to  to  en- 
danger the  Mtfeiyor  injure  ^Hnletestsof  the  Uni- 


ted States;  and  the  object  of  tbe  Federal  Consti- 
tution was  to  provide  for  that  safety  uid  to  protect 
those  interests.  Such  offences  may  be  committed, 
as  well  by  persons  out  of  office  as  by  persons  in 
office ;  and  altboogh  the  punishment  can  go  ne 
further  than  removal  and  disqualification,  which 
restriction  was,  perhaps,  wisely  introduced  in  order 
to  prevent  those  abuses  of  the  power  of  impeach- 
ment which  had  taken  place  in  another  country, 
yet  it  may  often  be  extremely  important  lo  pre- 
vent such  offenders  from  getting  into  office,  as  well 
as  to  remove  them  when  they  are  in  ;  and  it  is, 
therefore,  as  consistent  with  the  policy  of  impeach- 
ments, and  the  principles  of  the  Federal  cornpaci, 
to  punish  them  in  tne  one  case  as  in  tbe  other. 
This  doctrine,  it  is  farther  said,  would  enable  Con- 
gress to  interfere  with  the  State  Qovemraetits,  by 
impeaching  their  officers.  But  those  impeach- 
ments muit  be  founded  on  offences  against  the 
United  States ;  and  if  such  offences  were  coDunJi- 
ted  by  State  officers,  I  cannot  see  why  thcyoaglu 
not  to  be  punished,  as  well  as  in  any  other  case. 
Surely  tbey  would  not  be  less  dangerous.  If  the 
convictions  in  such  impeachments  could  remove 
men  from  State  offices,  or  disqualify  them  for  hold- 
ing such  offices,  there  might  be  someihio^  in  tbe 
objection;  but  that  could  not  be  the  case,  since  thr 
removal  and  disqualification  apply  to  offices  nodn 
the  G«ieral  Oovemmenl  alone. 

The  learned  counsel  for  tbe  defendant  have  ad- 
duced many  of  the  State  Constitutions,  to  show 
that  the  States  have,  in  their  own  ConstitatioDt. 
restricted  tbe  power  of  impeachment  to  officnl 
persons  and  official  offences;  from  whence,  ac- 
cording to  them,  il  ongbt  to  be  inferred  that  the 
Stales,  in  ratifying  the  Federal  Constitaticn,  in- 
tended that  tbe  power  of  impeachment  which  it 
contains,  should  De  restricted  in  the  same  manner. 
But,  Mr.  President,  I  cannot  discern  how  this  in- 
ference is  warranted.  The  very  contrarv,  I  should 
suppose,  ou^ht  to  be  inferred.  It  must  be  remem- 
bered that  in  the  State  Constitutions  the  power 
is  expressly  limited ;  and  ibat  terms  are  employ- 
ed very  different  from  those  to  be  found  in  toe 
Federal  Constitution.  This  proves  that  iivhere 
the  States  intended  to  limit  the  power,  as  in  their 
own  Constitutions,  they  employed  express  wards 
for  that  purpose :  from  whence  it  may,  sorely,  be 
inferred  that  when  they  took  tbe  Feder?d  Consti- 
tution, without  any  such  express  words,  thev  in- 
tended to  take  the  power  of  impeachment  alone 
with  it,  without  any  such  limitation.  It  most 
also  be  remarked,  that  the  Convention  which 
framed  the  Fedeial  Constitution  was  composed  of 
members  from  each  State,  who  roust  bave  ondo- 
stood  their  own  State  Constitutions,  and  tlic  lim- 
itations on  this  subject,  which  they  contain.    Had 


they  would  no  doubt  have 
done  it  by  express  words,  as  in  their  respectitc 
Slate  Constitutions. 

But  the  learned  counsel  for  the  defendant  bare 
told  us  that  tbe  power  of  impeachment  is  limited 
in  tbe  Constitution  itself,  by  the  restriction  which 
it  imposes  on  tbe  power  of  punishment.  Tbe 
power  of  pimishment  on  conviction  fay  impeneh- 
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menl,  is  realricted^  say  they,  to  ''  remorsl  from 
q^a;,  and  disqu&lificalioD  (o  hold  or  enjoy  any 
offce  of  honof,  tiuat  ot  profit,  under  ihe  United 
Stslesj"  and  it  would  be  absurd  to  impeach,  try, 
and  couTict  Bman,  who  hetd  no  o^ce  from  which  he 
could  be  Temoved,  and  could,  of  consequeDce,  be 
no  otherwise  affected  than  bv  a  dUqualitication  to 
hold,  in  future,  offices  whicn  he,  perhaps,  nerer 
had  aprospecE  of  obtaiaiog.  Of  uiia  absurdity  the 
Copsiilution  cannot  be  supposed  (o  b«  guilt]^ ;  and 
therefore  it  could  not  have  intended  lo  subject  to 
the  power  of  impeachmenl  say  penoits  except 
those  who  actually  hold  offices,  and  may  be  pun- 
ished by  removal. 

But  where,  Mr.  President,  did  the  honorable 
couDsel  for  the  defendaai  leain  that  disqualifica- 
tion to  hold  any  office  of  trust,  honor,  or  profit, 
aader  the  Government  of  our  country,  is  no  pun- 
ishment 1  Would  either  of  those  honorable  gen- 
tlemen think  it  no  punishment  in  his  own  easel 
There  are,  no  doub^  many  men  indifferent  as  to 
offices  of  profit,  and  not  amhitious  of  those  of 
honor  or  trust.  But  to  be  held  np  to  our  fellow- 
citizens  asa  personunworthy  of  trust,  undeserving 
of  honor ;  to  be  stigmatized  by  a  solemn  sentence 
of  the  law,  pronounced  by  the  highest  and  most 
awful  judicature  known  to  the  Constitution;  to 
be  excluded,  by  the  voice  of  our  country,  from  all 
hope  of  participating  in  those  rights,  Wivilegres, 
and  advantages,  which  are  open  lo  our  fcllow-citi- 
zens ;  to  be  aiaowned  by  our  common  mother,  as 
degenerate  and  unuaiural  sons,  unworthy  of  her 
confidence ;  to  be  deprived,  not  only  of  her  kind- 
ness and  her  favors,  but  even  of  the  right  which  a 
good  citizen  holds  dearest  of  all,  the  right  of  de- 
voting ourselves  to  her  service,  of  defending  her 
in  the  hour  of  danger  and  distress.  Are  these  not 
punishments?  I  know  not  where  the  learned 
counsel  learned  that  they  are  not;  but  this  I 
know,  that  thev  did  not  learn  it  in  their  own 
heart*.  Yes,  Mr.  President,  a  sentence  of  disqual- 
ification, pronounced  by  tus  honorable  body,  in 
the  face  of  the  whole  American  nation,  and  on  a 
charge  of  high  crimes  and  mLidemeanors  by  the 
Representatives  of  the  American  people,  is  a  pun- 
ishment; and  as  (his  punishment  is  applicable  to 
persons  who  are  not  officers  as  well  as  to  those 
who  arcj  it  follows  that  the  power  of  impeacb- 
meat,  if  its  extent  be  measured  by  that  of  the 
power  of  punishmenl,  is  applicable  to  all  persons, 
whether  officers  or  not. 

But  admitting,  Mr.  President,  that  the  power  of 
impeachment  is  restricted  by  the  Constitution  to 
officers  of  the  Government  of  the  United  Slates] 
still,  I  contend  thata  Senator  of  the  United  States, 
■  member  of  this  honorable  bodjr,  is  .an  officer  of 
the  Qovemment,  in  the  Constitutional  meaniog  of 
the  word,  and  consequently  liable  to  impeach- 
ment, on  the  doctrine  of  the  learned  counsel  them- 
selves. 

The  learned  counsel  have,  indeed,  contended, 
by  their  plea,and  in  their  arguments, that  none  hut 
cwU  officers  are  liable  to  impeachment  by  the 
Constitution;  but  in  this  they  are  plainly  contra- 
dicted by  Ihe  Constitution  itself.  They  found 
their  argument  on   that  clause  vr^lch  provides 


"  that  the  President  Vice  President  and  all  tAtnl 
officers  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  removed 
from  office,  on  impeachment  for,  and  conviction 
of,  treason,  bribery,  or  other  high  crimes  and  mis- 
demeanors." But  this  clause  is,  evidently,  not  re- 
strictive, but  imperative.  It  does  not  point  oilt 
what  persons,  or  what  officers,  shall  be  liable  to 
impeachment;  but  expressly  orders,  that  such  and 
such  officers,  when  convicted  on  impeachment, 
shall  be  punished  to  the  extent,  at  least,  of  remo- 
val from  office.  The  former  clause  hao  declared. 
that  "judgment  in  cases  of  impeachment  shall  ' 
not  extend  further  than  to  removal  from  office, 
and  disqualification  to  bold  or  enjoy  any  office 
of  honor,  trust,  or  profit,  under  the  Uiuted 
States ;"  leaving  the  Senate  to  apportion  the  pun- 
ishment,  according  to  its  discretion,  within  those 
limits.  They  might  censure  the  person  con- 
victed, suspend  him  for  a  limited  time,  or  disqnal- 
i^  him  perpetually  fur  certain  offices,  or  for  all 
offices  during  a  ceriain  period.  But  beyond  abso- 
lute removal,  and  perpetual  disqualification  for  all 
offices,  they  could  not  go.  This  was  fixed  as  the 
utmost  limit  of  their  power,  and  of  their  discre- 

It  was  judged,  however,  that  in  case  of  the 
President,  Vice  President,  or  any  rtvii  officer,  the 
punishment  ought  not  to  be  less  than  removal ; 
though  it  might  be  more,  according  to  circum- 
stances. This  provision  was,  thereiore,  inserted. 
Its  object,  manifestly,  is,  not  to  designate  the  per- 
sons who  shall  be  liable  to  impeachment,  but  to 
prevent  the  Senate,  in  the  exercise  of  their  discre- 
tion, from  retaining  in  a  civil  office,  a  person  con- 
victed of  "  treason,  bribery,  or  otblr  high  crimes 
and  misdemeanors."  As  to  the  distinction  ben 
made  between  cmf  officers,  and  other  officers, 
there  is  no  need  to  examine  or  defend  it.  It  may, 
however,  be  supposed  to  have  arisen  from  an  opin- 
ion, certainly  well  founded,  that,  under  certain 
circumstances,  there  mi^ht  be  danger,  or  great  in- 
convenience, in  removmg  from  his  command,  s 
mtitfor^  officer,  whom,  nevertheless,  it  might  be 
very  proper  to  censure  or  suspend,  or  even  to  dia> 
quabfy  for  some  particular  offices.  As  to  military 
officers,  therefore,  a  complete  discretion  was  left  to 
the  Senate ;  but  not  in  tne  case  of  civil  officers,  to 
whom  the  same  reasons  could  not  apply.  They, 
on  conviction,  vwat  be  removed.  Military  offi- 
cers nuiy  be  removed,  or  not,according  to  circum- 
stances. 

The  honorable  counsel  for  the  defendant,  who 
im  media  telypreceded  me,  viewed  this.provisiAn 
in  a  very  different  light.  He  discussed  it  at  con- 
siderable length,  and  made  it  the  principal  ground- 
work of  his  argument  According  to  him,  it  b 
not  lo  be  coosidered  as  merely  imperative  on  the 
Senate,  and  restrictive  of  their  discretion  in  ap> 
portioning  the  punishment ;  but  as  a  designation 
of  the  persons  who  may  be  impeached:  because, 
as  an  injunction  on  the  Senate,  not  to  reduce  the 
punishment,  in  the  case*  which  it  mentions,  below 
removal  from  office,  it  would  be  wholly  useless 
and  superfluous ;  and  therefore  must  either  become 
ndgatory,  contrary  to  the  maxim  which  requires 
an  instrument  to  be  so  construed  as  to  render 
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every  part  of  it  operaUve,  or  must  be  takeo  u  a 
desigDBiioQ  of  the  persons  who  aloae  are  liable  to 
impeachmeai.  But  with  deference  to  the  leatD- 
ing  and  diHcernmei^  of  that  honorable  counsel,  I 
conceive  lhe,t  his  opinion,  on  this  point,  is  founded 
on  a  total  misappreaeuaioa  of  the  prOTisiansrespect- 
itu;  the  punishment  of  impeachment.  Every  part 
01  the  Consliiution,  he  says,  is  imperative  on  the 
Senate.  If  the  House  imp^ch,  tbey  toast  try  ;  and 
if  thejr  convict,  removal  and  distjualificatioa  must 
follow.  Therefore,  to  s«;  that,  in  such  and  such 
cases,  they  sliall  remove  on  eoOTJction,  when  re- 
moval and  disqual ideation  must  be  the  necessary 
consequence  of  coQTiciian  in  every  case,  would 
be  n\igatory  and  ridiculous.  Bui  is  it  true,  that 
every  part  of  the  provisions  resMctin^  punish- 
ment on  conviction  is  imperative  f  Is  it  true,  that 
removal  and  disqualification  must  be  the  neces- 
sary cousequences  of  conviction  in  every  case? 
"Judgment,  in  cases  of  impeachment,  says  the 
Constitution,  shall  not  extend  further  than  to 
removal  from  office,  and  disqualificaiion  to  hold," 
&c.  Does  this  mean  that  the  Senate  shall  always 
jMioish  to  the  extent  of  removal  and  disqualifica- 1 
tion,  whatever  he  the  nature  and  mitigation  of  the  < 
oflence  ;  or  that,  within  the  limit  of  removal  and 
disqualification,  ittey  may  graduate  the  punish- 
ment according  to  ciroum stances,  but  never  shall 
exceed  that  limit?  If  the  latter  be,  as  I  contend 
it  is,  the  plain  and  aecessary  meaning  of  the  pro- 
vision, the  whole  at^menl  of  the  honorable 
counsel  falls  to  the  rronnd. 

"The  President, Vice  President,  and  all  civil 
officers,"  says  the  Constitution  again,  "  ahaU  be 
removed  from  office  on  impeachment,''  &c.  Is 
there  no  difierence  between  these  two  passages? 
Is  it  the  same  thing  to  say  that  certain  persons 
Aail  be  removed  on  conviction,  and  that  judg- 
ment in  no  case  shall  extend  further  than  to  remo- 
val and  disqualification  7  Is  it  not  manifest,  that 
one  is  imperative,  and  the  other  restrictive  1  That 
one  prescribes  limits  to  the  exercise  of  a  power 
supposed  to  exi"^  leaving  it  discretionary  within 
those  limits ;  while  the  other  declares  tfa^t,  in  cer- 
tain cases,  it  shall  be  exercised  to  a  certain  extent, 
and  thus  curtails  the  general  discretion  before 
given?  To  me  this  construction  appears  so  ob- 
vious, that  I  am  almost  templed  to  repeal  the 
phrase,  rather  hastily  used  by  tlie  honorable  coun- 
sel, and  declare,  that  a  contrary  eonslructioa  would 
be  perfectly  ridiculous. 

Had  the  Convention  ioiended  by  this  clause  to 
restrict  the  power  ofiinpeaehment,  by  designating 
the  persons  who  should  alone  be  liable  to  it,  woiild 
they  have  employed  expressions  so  awkward,  so 
uDapt,and  so  liable  to  doubt  ?  Instead  of  saying, 
"the  President,  Vice  President,  end  all  civil' offi- 
cers, shall  be  removed  from  office  on  impeachment 
for  and  conviction  of  treason,  *«./'  would  ihey 
not  have  said,  "  the  President,  Vice  President,  and 
all  civil  officers,  and  no  other  permmt.  shall  be  lia- 
ble to  impeachment,  aad  on  impeachment  for  and 
conviction  of  treason,  &e.,  shall  be  removed  from 
cdSce  1  Had  such  been  their  intention,  this,  I  con- 
ceive, would  have  been  their  language,  for  then 
their  intuition  would  have  beca  clearly  exprcMed. 


The  restriction,  therefore,  of  the  power  of  im- 
peachment, is  to  De  sought  for  in  other  part«  of 
the  Consticulion,  not  in  this  clause.  In  what 
part  1  I  answer  in  that  which  restricts  ike  power 
of  punish  meat. 

"Judgment,  in  cases  of  impeachment,  shall  not 
extend  further  than  to  removal  from  office,  «od 


Kwer  of  punishment,  and  that  is  said  to  restrict, 
itnplieetion,  the  power  of  impeachment  also. 
"the  power  of  punishment,  it  is  contended,  is  re- 
stricted to  afficera  by  this  clause ;  .and  it  would  be 
absurd  to  extend  the  power  of  impeachment  be- 
yond the  power  of  punishment.  The  former, 
therefore,  must  be  considered  as  restricted  to  o^- 
cer^  as  well  as  the  latter. 

This  reasoniag  has  beenalieady  eombatted,  and, 
I  think,  entirely  overthrown ;  but  admitting  it,  for 
the  present,  to  be  perfectly  well  founded,  let  m^ 
Mr.  President,  inquire  how  far  it  will  aid  itie  plea 
relied  on  by  tne  defendant.  Admitting  thst  none 
but  gj^cerwof  the  UnitedStatei  can  be  impeached; 
let  us  inquire  whether  a  Senator  be  not  an  o^fcer 
in  the  sense  of  the  Constitution  7     This  is  the 


tor  of  the  United  Stale*  is  an  officer,  and  that  ■ 
seat  in  this  honorable  body  is  an  Q^ce  under  the 
United  SiateSj  it  will  follow  that  the  defendant,  in 
this  esse,  is  liable  to  impeachment,  and  that  hia 
plea  must  be  overruled. 

It  is  to  be  remarked,  that  the  term  "  t^ee,"  in 
that  clause  of  the  Constituiioo  which,  restricting 
the  power  of  punishment,  is  said  to'  restrict  tbete- 
by  tne  power  of  impeachment  also,  is  used  in  the 
most  general  sense.  The  clause  does  not  speak  of 
a  civil  office^  a  military  office,  or  any  particular 
species  of  either;  hut  of  any  "office  ot  honor, 
trust,  or  profit,"  which  is  gema  generaHatinatvi, 
and  includes  every  possible  designation  of  office, 
of  what  nature  or  Kind  soever,  It  is,  therefore, 
into  the  signification  of  the  word  "  office,"  in  its 
roost  comprehensive  sense,  that  we  are  now  u 
inquire. 

In  order  to  ascertain  the  meaning  of  a  term,  we 
may  have  recourse  to  its  derivation,  to  its  denni- 
lion  by  writers  of  auibority,  who  have  had  otrca- 
sion  to  employ  it  and  to  its  established  accepta- 
tion in  common  use.  Let  me  be  permitted,  Mr. 
President,  to  try  the  meaning  of  the  term  "  a&et^ 
by  theie  three  standards.  As  to  the  derivation  of 
this  term,  it  is  derived  fVom  the  Latin  word  o^ 
cwn)',  which  signifies  duty,  charge,  or  em[JoymenL 
As  far,  therefore,  as  its  meaning  can  be  inferred 
from  its  derivation,  it  must  signify  "  a  post,  place, 
trust,  or  employment,  which  requires  the  perform- 
ance of  certain  duties."  Where  those  duties  are 
of  a  public  nature,  the  office  is  a  public  office. 

It  IS  in  this  sense  that  the  term  "t^ce"  ia  nsed 
among  us.  In  common  langaage,  in  legal  jpt> 
ceedin^  in  public  acts,  wiitat  we  speaS  of^  an 
"  officeT"  we  mean  "  a  post,  place,  or  em^orment, 
which  requires  the  performance  of  some  dair  of 
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kinds.  They  may  relate  to  the  civil  GoverumeDt, 
kud  then  the  office  is  a  civil  office.  They  may 
relate  to  the  public  defeace,  to  the  superiQieDii' 
ence  and  direction  of  the  poblic  force ;  and  then 
the  office  is  a  military  office:  but  still  it  is  an 
"  office."  in  the  nneral  and  universally  received 
aense  of  the  word.  Where  these  dutiea  relate  to 
the  civil  Oovernment  they  may  also  be  of  various 
kinds.  They  may  appertain  particularly  to  the 
enactiun  of  the  laws,  which  is  the  highest  depan- 
mait  of  the  civil  Government,  and  then  the 
office  is  a  Le^slative  office.  They  may  appertain 
to  the  ezecoiion  of  the  laws,  and  iben  the  office  is 
an  Executive  office.  They  may  appertain  to  the 
administration  ot  justice,  or  the  application  of  the 
laws  to  individuals,  and  then  the  office  is  a  Judi- 
cial office.  They  may  appertain  to  the  relations 
between  the  nation  and  foreign  nations,  and  then 
the  office  is  a  Diplomatic  office.  But  still,  in  every 
rase,  it  Is  an  office,  and  a  dvil  office.  Wherever 
«  man  holds  a  place  which  requires  from  him  the 
Derformanceof  a  duty  of  a  public  nature,  we  call 
him  an  officer.  We  apply  the  term  toa  constabl^ 
or  the  cryer  of  a  court,  as  well  as  lo  the  Chief 
Jtwtiee  of  the  United  Stales ;  to  a  midshipman  in 
the  Navy,  an  ensign  in  the  Army,  or  a  weigher  in 
the  enstom-house,  as  well  as  to  the  Presideul 
the  United  States.  It  is  the  official  obligation 
perform  a  public  duty  that  constitutes  the  office 
one  case  as  well  as  in  the  other.  There  is  no  d 
ferenee^  except  in  the  impwtance  and  naiare  of 
the  duties. 

1  admit,  indeed,  Mr.  President,  that  the  appli 
cation  of  the  term  to  members  of  the  Legislature 
is  less  frequent,  in  common  language,  than  to  per- 
aons  emiMoyed  in  the  Executive  or  Judicial  de- 
partments ;  buL  that  it  is  frequently  so  used  and 
so  understood,  I  shall  hereafter  prove  by  the  roost 
authoritative  examples.  Its  being  less  frequently 
used  iu  that  sense,  is  by  no  means  an  argument  t( 
show  that  it  does  not  bear  that  sense.  It  is  noi 
very  frequeotlv  used  in  application  to  persons  em- 
ployed in  the  diplomatic  aeparlment.  We  do  not 
commonly  say  of  a  foreign  Minister  or  Consul 
that  he  la  an  officer ;  and  yet  there  can  be  no 
doabi  thai  the  post  of  foreign  Minister  is  an 
"  office,"  in  the  strictest  sense  of  the  word.  The 
term  i^cer  is  more  frequently  and  appropriately 
applied  to  persons  holding  military  commissions, 
than  any  others ;  and  yet  nobody  supposes,  on 
that  account,  that  a  General  in  the  Army  is  more 
an  officer  of  the  United  Slates  than  the  Secretary 
of  State.  The  question  is  not,  how  the  word  is 
most  frequently  used,  but  to  what  extent  its  com- 
mon and  received  acceptation  will  justify  iu  use  1 
There  can  be  no  doubt  that,  in  itx  common  and 
received  application,  it  includes  all  persons  hold- 
ing posts  which  require  the  performance  of  some 
puotic  duty.  Surely  a  memtier  of  this  honorable 
body  holds  a  post  which  requires  tbe  performance 
of  public  duties,  and  those  of  the  most  important 
kind;  for  he  participates  in  the  enaction  of  the 
laws,  by  his  share  in  the  Legislative  authority ;  in 
their  execution,  by  his  control  over  Executive  ap- 
pointments ;  and  in  the  administration  of  justice 
by  hU  power  of  impeachment  He,  therefore,  if 
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any  person,'  is  to  be  considered  as  peculiarly  an 
"  officer  under  the  United  States." 

He  is  even  a.  civil  officer :  for  we  have  ut^  that 
''civil  offices"  are  com radistiogui idled  from  "mili- 
tary offices"  by  the  nature  of  their  dutiea  j  being 
"  those  posts  which  require  the  performance  m 
some  duty,  of  a  public  nature,  relating  to  the  civjl 
Government."  They  constitute  one  general  divi- 
sion of  offices;  and  include,  as  subdivisions,  ^oee 
Legislative  Executive,  Judicial,  and  Diplobutio ; 
ail  of  whicQ  require  the  performance  of  duimm- 
tating  to  the  civil  Government  Hence  it  appean, 
that  the  argument  of  the  learned  counsel,  who 
immediately  preceded  me,  would  avail  him  00- 
thing,  even  were  it  well  founded.  He  contenda 
that  the  clause  declariog  that  "the  President 
Vice  President,  and  all  civil  officers  of  the  United 
States,  shall  be  removed  on  impeachment,  &«.," 
is  restrictive  of  the  power  of  impeachment ;  and 
that,  consequently,  none  but  civil  officers  can.  be 
impeached.  Be  it  so  :  but  still  tbe  plea  cannot  be 
supported,  for  a  Senator  is  a  civil  officer. 

These  elucidations  also  furnish  us  with  a  reasoK 
for  the  distinction  made,  in  the  clause  relied  oa 
le  learned  counsel  between  the  President, 
__ .  President,  and  civil  officers.  Upon  tbe  con- 
struction of  the  learned  counsel,  this  distinction 
would,  to  use  his  own  expression,  t>e  nugatory  and 
ridiculous ;  for,  according  to  him,  the  tenn  "civil 
officer"  includes  the  President  and  Vice  President: 
Dpon  our  construction,  it  is  operative  and  neces- 
sary; for  we  contend,  and  I  think  have  proved, 
that  it  is  the  relation  of  the  duties  to  particular 
departments  of  public  business,  that  proauces.  and 
detiues,  the  division  of  offices  into  civil  and  mili- 
tary ;  and  of  civil  offices,  into  Letdslative,  Execu- 
tive, Judicial,  and  Diplomatic.  Now  as  the  duties 
of  the  President  are  not  confined  to  the  civil  or 
military  department,  but  comprise  both,  it  fol- 
lows, that  his  office  is  neither  eiclosively  civil, 
nor  exclusively  military,  but  includes  both  charac- 
ters; so  that  he  would  not  have  been  included  la 
tbe  designation  "civil  officer,"  and  it  was  neces- 
sary to  name  him  expressly,  which  is  accordinflf 
done.  The  same  reasbning  applies  lo  the  Vice 
President,  who  is  also  expressly  named. 

I  would  not,  however,  be  understood,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, to  rely  solely  on  this  division  of  "offices" 
into  civil  and  military  ;  and  of  "  civil  offices"  into 
Legislative,  Executive.  Judicial  and  Diplomatic. 
I  think  it  perfectly  well  founded.  It  satisfies  taj 
mind ;  but  It  is  not  essential  to  the  argument 
Whether  a  Senator  be  a  civil  officer,  or  not,  is  im- 
material. To  prove  him  an  officer  is  sufficient  for 
my  purpose.  For  the  only  clause  in  the  Consli- 
tutioUj  which  can,  with  any  appearance  of  reason, 
be  said  to  restrict  the  power  of  impeachment, 
speaks  not  of  ''  civil  cdBces,"  but  of  "  offices"  in 
general,  of  all  "  offices  of  honor,  trust,  or  profit." 
That  a  seat  in  this  honorable  body,  is  an  office  of 
honor  and  trust  canoot,  I  think,  be  denied  by  anj 
who  consider  the  nature  of  the  post,  and  the  den- 
~m.  force,  and  universally  received  significa- 
ot  the  term  '-  office."  It  is  even  an  office  of 
"  profit ;"  for  however  inadequate  the  sum  allowed 
for  the  maintenance  of  tbe  memben  may  be,  yet 
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ererf  public  post,  which  entitles  (o  receire  a  com- 
peiKaiion,  great  or  small,  from  ihe  public,  is  con- 
sidered, ID  the  proper  1^1  aeiue,  as  an  office  of 

The  maoner  in  which  Ihe  term  "  office"  is  used 
b;  legal  writers,  and  (heir  fonnal  definitions  of  it, 
support  the  inierpretation  which  I  have  drawn 
from  its  received  and  common  acceptation.  With- 
out going  into  a  detail  on  this  point,  which  might 


bo^diouB,  let  jl  suffice,  Mr.  President,  to  refer  to 
BlalcsioDe,  who  has  been  justly  reliea  on  by  the 
learned  counsel  for  the  defendaai,  as  a  standard 


authoriljr  on  subjects  of  this  kind.  Speaking  of 
"offices,''  in  the  second  Tolume  of  his  C^mmenta- 
lies,  page  36,  as  cited  by  the  learned  counsel  who 
preceded  me,  that  great  writer  lay^s  it  down,  that 
"offices  are  a  right  to  exercise  a  public  or  piiTale 
emplorment,  and  to  take  the  fees  and  emoluments 
thereUDto  belonging."  Now  let  me  ask,  is  not  a 
seat  in  this  honorable  body  "a  public  employ- 
meott"  Has  not  the  member ''  a  right  to  exercise 
this  emplovment,"  and  to  receive  the  emoluments 
thereunto  beloDging?"  Surelr,  to  answer  in  the 
negatiTe,  would  be  a  strange  abuse  of  language. 

The  learned  counsel  who  immediately  preceded 
me,  has  contended  that  a  Senator  cannot  be  con- 
udered  ai  an  "officer,"  because  there  could  he  no 
quo  warranto  to  remove  him  from  liis  place,  if  he 
Uetd  it  improperly,  nor  maadamus  to  place  him 
is  it,  if  nniuatlv  kept  out.  But  surely  Ibis  cannot 
be  a  well  founded  argument,  for,  if  it  be,  it  applies 
as  well  to  the  President;  the  Judges,  the  Secreta- 
ries, and  the  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Army,  as 
(o  a  Senator.  Not  one  of  them  could  be  removed 
by  QUO  warranto  or  replaced  by  mandamus.  Did 
any  one  ever  hear  of  a  quo  warranto  to  remove  a 
Colonel  of  a  regiment  7  Was  a  quo  warranto  ever 
brought  in  England  against  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  or  a  Secretary  of  Stale,  or  a  Lord  of 
the  Admiraltyl  Certainly  not,  and  yet  that  these 
are  officers,  will  not  he  denied-  The  truth  is,  Mr. 
President,  that  the  doctrine  of  quo  warranto  and 
mandamus,  as  far  as  it  relates  to  officers,  is  con- 
fined exclusively  to  certain  local  municipal  offi- 
cers, of  a  subordinate  nature,  who  are  placed,  hy 
the  common  law  of  England,  under  the  superin- 
tendence of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Justice ;  tc 
which,  from  the  nature  of  their  offices,  recaurst 
could  most  conveniently  and  effecinallv  be  had, 
for  their  pnoiahment,  their  removal,  or  their  rein- 
statement. But  this  reason  did  not  extend  to  the 
peat  officers  of  the  State,  of  the  Army,  or  the 
Navy,  or  to  any  of  their  subordinates.  They  could 
best  he  punished,  removed,  and  replaced,  in  e  "'' 
ferenl  manner,  and  by  a  different  authority.  .„ 
Ihem,  therefore,  nobody  ever  dreamt  of  extending 
the  power  of  the  Supreme  Courts  by  quo  warranli 
and  mandamus;  aod  yet  nobody  ever,  on  this  ac 
count,thoughiDfdeuying  that  they  were  "officers,' 
which,  however,  would  be  iuit  as  reasonable  a: 
to  contend  that  a  Senator  of  the  United  States  i 
not  an  "officer,"  because  he  cannot  be  removed 
by  a  quo  warranto,  or  admitted  by  mandamus.  I 
admit  that  it  would  be  absurd  to  talk  of  an  office 
from  which  a  man  could  not  be  removed,  how- 
ever flagitious  his  conduct ;  or  into  which,  when 


entitled  to  it,  and  improperly  kept  out,  he  had  no 
means  of  obtaining  admission.  But  a  Senatn 
may  be  removed  by  a  vote  of  eipuUion ;  aod  if 
duly  elected,  but  not  returned,  may  obtain  his  seu 
by  a  petition  to  the  Senate. 

'  :onceive,  therefore,  that  no  argument  can  be 
J  destitute  of  foundation,  than  that  whicii 
would  divest  a  seat  in  this  bonorhble  body  of  the 
quality  of  an  "  office,"  because  it  is  not  wiibia  the 

fe  of  writs  of  mandamus  and  quo  warranto. 
from  Blackstone,  Mr.  President,  we  torn  lo 
.  .ir  own  laws,  our  owe  writers,  aod  even  our  own 
Constitutions,  we  shall  equally  find  that  a  seal  ia 
the  Legislature  is  considered  as  an  "  t^&ce." 

Let  us  begin  with  the  laws  of  the  United  Sutes. 
Id  the  3d  section  of  the  "  act  to  re^julate  the  time 
and  manner  of  administering  certain  oajUtv"  >i  is 

Erovided,  "  that  all  members  of  the  several  Suie 
icgislatares,  and  all  ExecutlT«  and  Judicial  offi- 
cers of  the  several  States,  who  shall  be  chosen  or 
appointed  before  the  1st  day  of  August  next,  and 
who  shall  then  be  in  q^ce,  shall  uke  the  amt 
oath  or  affirmation,  which  may  be  adminisind 
by  any  person  authorised  by  ibe  law  of  the  State 
in  whicn  such  o^ice  shall  be  held,  to  admiaiater 
oBtbs."  Here  it  is  most  manifest,  that  the  ei- 
pressions  "  shall  then  be  in  o^ce,"  and  "  in  whicli 
such  office  shall  be  holden,"  are  applied  to  mem- 
bers of  (he  State  Legislatures,  as  well  as  Id  dit 
Executive  and  Judicial  officers  of  the  seretal 
Stales;  which  not  only  proves,  incoiitesta%,ilui 
Congress,  acting  immediately  under  the  Coniu- 
tution,  and  making,  provision  for  carrying  it  into 
effect,  considered  a  seat  in  a  Legislative  nodjr.u 
an  "  office ;"  but  also  marks,  in  the  plainest  ud 
strongest  manner,  tbe  division  of  "offices"  inio 


"the  membera  of  the  several  State  Legislatum. 
and  all  Executive  and  Judicial  officers  of  (he  »>- 
era)  States,  shall,  before  Ihe^  proceed  to  eiecau 
the  duties  of  their  respective  office*,  take,''  Ac. 
Here  the  station  of  a  member  of  the  Lesislatire 
bod^  is  expressly  called  an  "  office,''  and  thesanw 
distinction  between  officers  L^islative,  Execuiiie, 
and  Judicial,  is  kept  up  and  enforced. 

Not  less  explicit  on  this  point  are  tbe  ConsQin- 
tions  of  the  several  Slates.  When  I  refer  to  those 
CoDslitutions  on  this  question,  1  refer  to  them  *> 
I  would  to  the  writings  of  Marshal  Saze  or  Fred- 
erick the  Third,  on  a  military  question ;  or  ofLi- 
Toisier,  on  a  chemical  question ;  or  of  BlocksloiH 
or  Lord  Coke  on  a  question  of  law.  I  refer  to 
them  as  authorities  for  Ihe  meaning  of  a  Consii- 
tulionfil  lerm.  And,  surely,  when  a  question  ariw 
about  the  meaniUj^  of  a  term  used  in  the  Coosd- 
tution,  we  can  refer  for  an  explanation  to  no  bel- 
ter authorities  than  the  Constitutions  of  tho« 
States,  by  whose  delegates  tbe  instrument  «v 
framed,  and  by  whose  Conventions  it  was  ratified. 

To  begin  with  New  Hatnpehire ;  we  find  in  ibe 
8th  section  of  the  Bill  of  Rights,  prefixed  (o  Uk 
Con3ii(ution  of  that  Stale,  inese  words;  "All 
power  residing  originally  in,  and  being  derirtd 
from,  the  peome,  afl  "  ■  -    --    -    ■  i — 


Irom,  the  peo^e,  aQ  tbe  magtstratea  and  ^cffl 
of  Government  are  their  subalitulea  and  agens, 
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and  ai  oil  times  accountable  to  them."  Here  we 
see  that  the  term  "officer"  is  used  in  the  general 
sense  for  which  1  hare  contended,  and  means  anv 
agent  of  the  people,  any  delegaie  of  publi 


The  I 


"Nc 


lOn  13  Biill  more  express. 
(dKce  or  place  whatsoever,  in  GtoTernment,  shall 
be  herediiaiT  j  "  making  the  word  "office"  synony- 
mouB  with  the  term  "place  in  Gbremment." 

So  in  the  llih  section.  "All  elections  ought 
to  be  free ;  and  erery  innabiiant  of  the  Stale,  har- 
ing  the  proper  qnalificBCions,  has  eoual  riffht  to 
elect  or  be  elected  into  office."  This  eTidently 
include;  members  of  the  Legislature,  who  are 
therefore  »id  to  be  elected  into  "  offiea." 

When  we  come  to  the  form  of  GoTemmeDl, 
we  find  a  provision  under  the  head  of  "Senate," 
which  comes  expressly  to  the  point.  "  The  Sen- 
ale  shall  consist  of  13  members,  who  shall  hold 
their  o^fce  for  one  year.    This  requires  do  com- 

Under  the  head  of  oaiha  and  subscriptions.  &«., 
there  is  an  expression  no  less  conclunve.  "Any 
person  chosen  Qorernor,  CduuciIIdt,  Sauitor,  or 
Repnamtatiix  military  or  ciril  officer,  shall,  be- 
fore he  proceeds  to  execute  the  duties  of  his  office, 
make  and  subscribe  the  following  declaration." 
Here  ii  is  expressly  declared  tbat  a  Senator  or  Re- 
presentative Qolds  an  *'  office." 

In  the  CoDstitntioD  of  Massachusetts  the  au- 
thorities are  not  so  numerous;  but  there  is  one 
which  is  full  and  express  to  the  point.  Itis found 
in  tbe  Bin  of  Righrs,  section  5th.  "All  power 
reaidinff  originally  in  the  people,  and  being  de- 
rired  from  them,  the  several  magistrates  and'offi- 
cen'  of  Qovernment,  vested  \r\Vti  authority,  whe- 
ther LegMative,  Bieculive,  oi  Judicial,  are  their 
substitutes  and  agents,  and  are  at  all  times  ac-' 
countable  to  them."  Here  we  see  membets  of  the 
Legislature  expressly  included  in  the  term  "  offi- 
cers;" and  the  distinction  between  Le^slative, 
Executive,  and  Judicial  officers,  clearly  laid  down. 
The  8th  and  9th  sections  go  also  to  the  same  point, 
though  leas  clearly. 

In  tbe  subsequent  part  of  tbisCon5timtion,chap. 
6ih,  art.  1st,  it  is  provided  that  "any  person  cbo- 
•en  Oovemor,  or  Lieutenant  Qovemor,  Council- 
lor, Senator,  or  Repreamtative,  and  accepting  the 
AtM(,  shall,  before  he  proceed  to  execute  the  du-v 
ties  of  his  place  or  q^ce,  take  and  subscribe  the 
following  declaration."  Here  the  place  or  trust 
of  a  Senator  or  Representative  is  called  an  office, 
and  the  words  place,  trust,  office,  are  used  as  sy- 
nonymous, according  to  tbe  definition  which  I 
have  endeavored  to  establish.  The  declaration  to 
be  thus  Mken  is  equally  explicit. 

The  articlethengoes  on  lodirectlhal"  every  per- 
son chosen  to  either  of  the  places  or  offieeM  afare.> 
said,  (ihe  place  of  Ctovern or,  Lieutenant  Governor, 
Conncilloi,  Senator,  or  Representaiive,)  shall,  be- 
fore he  enten  on  tbe  discharge  of  the  business  of 
his  place  or  o^ce,  lake  and  subscribe,"  Ac. — still 
using  "place^ and  "office"  as  synonymous,  and 


In  the  Constitution  of  Rhode  Island,  which 
consists  merely  of  an  ancient  charter,  I  see  noth- 
ing on  this  subject ;  nor  in  that  of  Connecticut, 
which  is  also  an  ancient  charter;  but,  in  an  ac- 
count of  the  manner  of  holding  elections  in  the 
latter  Stale,  I  find  that  the  writer  constantly  ap* 
of  the  Legisl 
may  infer  that  it  is  so  u 
derstood  in  that  State. 

In  tbe  Constitution  of  New  Tork,  sec.  85th,  the 
term  "office"  is  applied  to  members  of  the  Legis* 
lature,  and  especially  of  the  Senate.  "  The  Clun- 
cellor  and  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,''  says 
that  section,  "sball  not  hold  any  other  office  ex- 
cept that  of  Delegate  to  the  GSeneral  Congress,  upon 
special  occasions;  and  the  6rst  Judges  of  the 
Connty  Courts  in  the  several  counties,  shall  not, 
at  the  same  time,  hold  any  other  q^ce,  except 
tbat  of  Senator  or  Delegate  to  the  General  Con- 
gress. 

The  Constitution  of  New  Jersey,  sec.  4th,  pre- 
scribes the  qualifications  which  shall  entitle  a  per- 
son to  vole  "for  representatives  in  Council  and 
Assemblv ;  and  also  fur  all  otAer  public  affieen 
that  shaU  be  elected  by  the  people  of  the  country 
at  large" — thus  recornising  the  principle  that 
members  of  the  Le^slalure  are  public  officers. 

In  the  Constitution  of  Pennsylvania,  art.  8th, 
we  find  mention  of  the  officea  of  members  of  the 
General  Assembly.  "Members  of  the  General 
Assembly,"  says  the  article,  "  and  all  officers.  Ex- 
ecutive and  Judicial,  shall  be  bound  by  oath  or 
affirmation  to  support  the  Constitution  of  this 
Commonwealth,  and  to  perform  the  duties  of  tbeit 
respeclive  W?[ce«  with  fidelity,"  The  same  idea 
is  expressed)^  though  less  pointedly,  in  the  4lh  and 
7ih  sections  of  the  9th  article. 

The  Constitution  of  Defaware,  al^er  declaring 
that  one  branch  of  the  Legislature  sjiall  be  called 
"tbfe  General  Assembly"  and  the  other  "the  Cotin- 
cit,"  and  prescribiiig  tne  manner  of  their  election, 
proceeds  ^art.tih)  in  the  following  manner:  "And  ■ 
this  rotation  of  a  Councillor  (a  member  of  one 
branch  of  the  Legislature)  being  displaced  at  the 
end  of  three  years  in  each  county,  and  his  office 
supplied  by  a  new  choice,  shall  be  continued,"  &«. 
Nothing  I  apprehend,  can  be  more  expressly  to  the 
point  than  this  passage. 

In  the  Constitution  of  Vermont,  chap.lst,  sec.  6th, 
it  is  declared  "that  all  power  being  originally  in- 
bereni  in  and  conseQUently  derived  from  Ihe  peo- 
pie — therefore,  all  officers  of  Government,  wheth- 
er Legislative  or  Executive,  are  their  trustees,"  fte. 
The  people  of  Vermont,  therefore,  as  well  as  those 
of  30  many  other  Stales,  understand  the  term  "of- 
fice" as  we  do,  and  consider  ii  as  appUcable  to  the 
members  of  a  Legislative  body. 

These  instances,  Mr  President,  are  the  result 
of  a  hasty  glance  over  our  Laws  and  Constitutione. 
Had  there  Deen  time  for  a  more  accurate  and  ex- 
tensive research,  I  have  no  doubt  that  a  much 
greater  namber  might  have  been  adduced  from 
the  Constitutions  and  codes  of  the  various  Slates. 
These  however,  seem  to  me  most  fully  to  establish 
thepoint  for  which  wecoDtend,asfBTas  any  point 
can  w  established  from  anikority  of  the  nighesl 
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natar^  riz:  that  the  term  "office  as  used  id  our 
Constitution,  aod  aniversally  DnderKood  \>j  ihoa« 
who  framed  and  ratified  it,  eiteods  to  Senators  of 
the  United  States 

Although  I  araEeD9ible,Mr.  Presidentj  that  this 
point  is  now  fully  estahlished,  yet  there  is  one  an- 
thotity  more  which  \  cannot  forbear  to  cite,  and 
which  I  am  persuaded  will  have  great  weight 
with  this  honorable  body.  It  is  taken  from  a  book 
of  high  authority  in  this  country,  the  production  of 
k  Tery  accomplished  writer,  whose  style  is  no  less 
remarkable  for  precision  and  correctness,  than  for 
beaun.  This  wrtier,  in  the  year  1783,  prepared 
the  "Draught  of  a  fnndaraental  Constitution  for 
the  Co  mm  on  wealth  of  Virginia."  in  which  I  find 
the  following  passage:  "The  General  Assembly 
(that  is,  the  Legislatgre,  to  be  composed  of  a  Sen- 
ate and  a  House  of  Delegates)  shall  meet  at  the 
6 lace  to  which  the  last  aajoarament  was,  on  *'" 
irty-secood  day  after  the  day  of  the  eleetio 
del^[ates  and  thenceforward,  at  any  other  lin 
place,  on  their  own  adjournment,  till  their  office 
expires."  What  office?  The  office,  I  answer,  of 
Senators  and  Delegates — of  members  of  the  Le- 
gislature— whose  posts  are  thna  declared  to  be  offi- 
ees,  by  the  derivation  of  the  term,  by  its  tmiTerxal 
acceptation  in  common  language,  fay  the  defini- 
tions of  the  greatest  law  writers,  by  oar  own  stat- 
utes aAd  the  Constitutions  of  the  States,  and  by 
our  most  distingiiished  authors.  All  this  body  of 
testimony,  speaking  with  one  voice,  it  might  UTt 
been  expected,  womd  be  sufficient  to  conrince  thi 
learned  counsel  for  the  defendant  and  induce  them 
to  abandon  their  plea.  But  no;  far  from  it.  They 
Bttll  tell  us  that  this  explanation  of  the  term  "office'' 
is  repelled  by  the  Constitution  itself,  sereral  clau- 
ses of  which  they  cite  to  prove  that  it  does  noi 
consider  the  term  as  extending  to  members  of  the 
Legislature,  however  that  term  may  beiuderstood 
elsewhere  .  • 

To  this  authority,  Mr.  Presideni,  I  readily  ac- 
knowledge that  we  must  snbmit.  If  the  Constitu- 
tion do  in  fact  explain  the  word  "office"  different- 
ly from  our  explanation,  our  explanation  must  fall 
to  the  ground.  Let  us,  therabre,  examine  this 
point.  Let  us  view  and  consider  those  clauses 
which  are  said  to  contain  the  explanation.  I  be- 
lieve it  will  be  found  that  they  do  not  wai 
the  inferences  which  have  been  drawn  from  them 
by  the  learned  counsel  for  the  defendant. 

The  first  of  these  clauses  which  has  been  relied 
on,  is  found  in  the  3d  section  of  the  2d  article  of 
the  Constitution,  where  it  is  provided,  that  "  the 
President,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of 
the  Senate,  shall  appoint  Ambassadors,  other  pub- 
lic Ministers,  and  Consuls,  and  all  other  officers  of 
the  United  States,  whose  appointments  are  not  here- 
in otherwise  provided  for,  and  which  shall  he  es- 
tablished by  law."  But  does  it  follow  from  this 
that  none  are  to  be  considered  as  officers  of  the 
United  States  except  those  whom  the  President 
appoints'}  So  far  from  it,  that  the  clause  express- 
ly speaks  of  officers  who  are  not  to  be  appointed 
Vf  the  President,  and  whose  appointment  is  other- 
wise provided  for  by  the  Constitntion  itself.  The 
cUiue,  therefore,  prores  nothing ;  for,  as  there  are 


officers  who  are  not  appointed  by  the  PresidenL  it 
cannot  be  inferred  that  Senators  are  not  officers  Ix- 
cause  the  President  does  not  appoint  them. 

As  Uttle  can  the  objection  be  supported  by  ibit 
..ause  {in  the  3d  section  of  the  2d  article)  which 
declares  that  "  the  President  shall  commistian  all 
cAcers  of  the  United  States."  It  cannot  be  h«nce 
red  that  a  Senator  is  not  an  officer,  in  the 
t  of  the  Constitution,  because  he  is  not  co» 
missioned  by  the  President ;  for,  at  that  Wx.  iht 
President  himself  would  not  be  an  officer;  dm 
woald  the  Vice  PreaideBt,  since  neither  the  om 
nor  the  other  are  commissioned  by  the  PiesideoL 
It  is  plain,  therefore,  that  this  clause  is  not  lo  he 
understood  in  its  tuilimited  sense,  in  which  ii 
would  be  a  manifest  absurdity^  and  would  reqniie 
the  President  to  commission  himself,  but,  in  a  lim- 
ited sense,  applying  -to  those  officen  only  whom 
the  President  appoints.  A  commission,  indeed, 
Mr.  President,  is  nothing  more  than  ihecertifietit 
of  an  appointment ;  the  evidence  that  a  post,  offie^ 
or  employment,  has  been  conferred  by  the  proper 
authority.  This  certificate,  it  is  perfectly  proper 
diat  the  authority  making  tne  appointment  sbooii 
give.  It  is  evidence  of  the  fact,  and  the  auI)la^ 
ity  which  made  the  appointment  is  the  most  la- 
thentio  source  Arom  whence  this  evidence  can  be 

Nothing,  therefore,  could  be  more  proper  Ona 
to  provide  that  the  President  should  eommissian 
all  those  officers  who  derive  their  appointmenls 
from  him.  But  there  are  officers  whom  he  dMi 
not  appoint,  and  whom  he  does  not,  nor  can  com- 
raissioo ;  among  the  rest,  himself  and  the  Tin 
President.  The  clause,  therefore,  when  righd^ 
understood,  proves  nothing ;  for,  as  there  are  offi- 
cers who,  notwithstanding  this  clause,  are  i« 
commissioned  by  the  President,  ii  cannot  be  iiifit- 
ted  that  a  Senator  is  not  an  officer,  becanse  ihc 
President  does  not  give  him  his  comroisuon. 

A  claase  from  the  6th  section  of  the  1st  article, 
in  the  following  words,  has  also  been  relied  on; 

"  No  Senator  or  RepreHnlalive  ■hall,  daring  l)» 
dme  ibrwhidi  he  was  elsclsd,  be  tppointadto  uiran] 
office,  wlueh  shall  hsve  been  crested,  or  the  ubdU- 
mcnti  whereof  shall  have  bean  increued,  doiins  nch 
time ;  and  no  person  holding  ui;  office  under  the  X}» 
ted  SlatM,  diaU  b*  a  merabar  of  sitlier  Hoose  dmiai 
his  CMitinnanee  in  office." 

.  I  am  ready  to  admit,  Mr.  President,  with  mj 
honorable  colleague,  who  opened  the  case,  that 
this  clause  wears  an  aspect  more  hostile  to  out 
construction  of  the  term  "office,"  than  any  othu 
part  of  the  Constitution  ;  but  I  contend  with  him, 
that  the  Constitution,  like  all  other  iostmnieati, 
most  be  construed  in  each  separate  part  of  it  M- 
cundum  mbjedam  materiem,  according  to  the 
subject  matter  of  each  part;  and  in  such  a  man- 
ner as  to  efiectuate  every  pan,  and  render  the 
whole  consistent.  These  rules  of  constractia 
will  not  be  denied.    When  this  clause  comes  to 


beanalyxed  and  tried  bytbesernlee,itwill,  Ilbuik, 
ipear  satisfa  "    ''     "     "  '  ■'"" 

fringed  by  ii 


appear  satisfactorily. 


bytbei 
thato 


construction  is  no 


What  is  the  object  of  this  elansel     It  is  thm- 
fold :  first  to  prevent  a  blending  of  the  diBtitoi 
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departmeDts  of  Government,  the  LegislatiTe,  Ex- 
ecntive,  and  Judicial,  by  UDiting  their  fuDctions 
in  the  hands  of  the  same  iadlTidual ;  which  would 
be  contcaiy  to  the  tpirit  of  the  Constilution  ;  se- 
oondly,  to  prevent  ihe  Executire  from  acquiriog 
an  undue  in flnence  in  the  Legislature,  byappoiot- 
ins  ttR  most  active  and  able  member*  to  offices 
wnich  most  be  held  at  hia  pleasure  ;  and  thirdly, 
to  take  away  from  aspiring  or  avaricious  mem- 
hers,  the  temptation  to  create  oCScetj  or  increase 
their  emoluments,  which  might  arise  from  the 
espectatioii  of  speedily  flllioo:  those  offices  them- 
selves. What  description  ofofficera  was  it  neces- 
sary to  exclude  from  the  L^Kiilature,  in  order  to 
effect  these  three  objects  1  First,  those  whose  du- 
ties might  be  incompaiibie  with  a  strict  and  regu- 
lar attendance  in  the  Legislature  ;  secoadly,  those 
who  derive  their  anpointmenis  from  the  Execu- 
tive ;  and  thirdly,  tnose  whose  offices  are  of  a  na- 
ture to  be  considered  as  lucrative,  to  be  sought 
after  on  account  of  their  pecuniary  emDlnments. 
It  is  evident,  that  some  one  or  other  of  these  char- 
acteriitics  belongs  to  every  description  of  officers, 
except  "legislative,;"  to  military,  to  executive, 
jndicial,  aod  diplomatic.  It  is  to  be  presumed, 
that  the  Constitution  here  used  the  word  "  office'' 


^ueutly.  that  the  clause  extends  id  those  officers 
only,  wDom  it  was  the  inieotion  of  the  Constitu- 
tion to  ecclude  from  the  Legislature.  The  clause, 
therefore,  is  to  be  understood,  as  if^  instead  of  the 
ffeneral  expressions,  "my  civil  officer"  "an] 
Soe,"  it  had  said,  ''any  other  civil  office,"  "any 
other  office."  This  will  render  the  whole  Con- 
atitution  consistent  with  itself,  and  with  the  welt- 
ettablished  meaning  of  language.  In  the  clause 
relative  to  commissions,  we  have  an  inst 
where,  in  order  to  prevent  the  Constitution  from 
pronouDcingapalpableabiiarditv,  it  wasnecei  - 
to  explain  the  general  term  "  all  officers,"  so 
mean  "all  offioers  appointed  by  the  President" 
If  the  general  expression  may  be  controlled  by  the 
•ubject-matter  and  intent,  in  one  ease,  it  may  ir 
Another;  and  certainly  the  subject-matter  and  in 
tent  could  not  speak  more  strongly  against  tbi 
general  expression,  in  the  former,  or  any  other 
aase,  than  in  this. 

If  ibii  reasoning  be  well  founded,  it  follows, 
that  the  clause  in  question  proves  nothing  afrainsl 
our  doctrine  of  a  Senator  being  an  officer,  in  the 
•enie  of  the  Constitution:  it  only  proves  that  the 
Constitution,  beinr  obliged  to  use  the  same  word 
in  application  to  different  matters,  and  for  differ- 
ent purpoeea,  has  used  it  generally,  and  left  it  to  be 
explained  by  a  reference  to  the  intent  and  subject- 
matter,  instead  of  explaining  it  by  express  modifi- 
nations.  The'object  here  was,  to  exclude  certain 
^Scers  from  the  Legislature;  and  ibe  term  is  used 

Sneralty;  but  it  by  do  means  follows,  from  thence, 
at  members  of  the  Legislature  are  not  them- 
selves officers. 

A  clwise  in  the  1st  section  of  the  Sd  article  is 
likewise  adduced, asdiatingnishinff  between "mem^ 
iwr^  of  the  Legislatura  and  "omoers,"  by  declar- 
ugthat  "no  EkAatot,orRepreBentatiTe,  or  person 


holding  an  office  of  trust  or  profit  under  the  Uni- 
ted Stales,  s^all  be  apttointed  an  Elector."  This 
proves,  indeed,  tbat  the  words,  "  Senator  and  Re- 
presentative," have  been  repeated  from  abundant 
caution,  and  in  order  to  prevent  doubts  on  so  essen- 
tial a  point  as  the  qualifications  of  an  Elector.  But 
has  it  ever  been  heard  before,  that  two  words  or 


they  are  used  together  in  a  legal  ii 

i  not,  on  the  contrary,  know  that  it  is  common, 
such  instruments,  to  use  a  number  of  synony- 
DUs  terms,  in  order  to  express  more  plainly  and 
precisely  the  same  idea,  and  to  remove  all  danger 
of  uncertainty  7  How  frequently  do  we  meet  with 
the  expression,  "any  deed,instrument,  or  writing?" 
And  yet  nobody  ever  supposed,  on  this  account, 
that  a  "deed"  was  not  a  "  wrilinff"  and  an  "  instru- 
ment." Which,  however,  would  be  quite  as  rea- 
sonable as  to  infer,  from  the  above-cited  passage  in 
the  Const itiition,  that  B  Senator  or  Representative 
is  not  an  "  officer." 

In  the  8th  section  of  the  Isi  article,  it  is  provided, 
"  that  Congress  shall  have  power  to  make  all  taws 
which  shall  be  necessary  and  proper  for  carrying 
intoeffect  the  foregoing  powers  vested  by  this  Con- 
stitution in  the  Government  of  the  United  States, 
or  in  iaf  department  or  officer  thereof."  This  has 
also  been  relied  on,  as  proving  tbat  the  Constitu- 
tion does  not  consider  a  memoer  of  the  Legisla- 
ture as  an  "officer."    A  distinction,  it  is  said,  ii 


ernmenl,and  an  "officer"  of  the  Government;  and 
a  member  of  the  Legislature,  which  is  a  "depart- 
ment," cannot^  thereTore,  be  considered  as  an  "offi- 
cer." But  this  reasoning,  if  weilifounded,  would 
prove  that  tbe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  not  an 
"  officer  i"  for  the  Treasury  is  a  "  department,"  and 
he  is  a  member  of  it. 

Such  are,  Mr.  President,  the  clauses  of  the  Con- 
stLi  a  lion  which  have  been  opposed,  by  the  learned 
counsel  for  the  defendant,  to  our  construction  of 
the  term  "office."  It  has,  I  trust,  been  proved, 
tbat  when  rightljr  understood,  they  afford  no  solid 
ground  of  objection. 

The  learned  counsel,  who  immediately  preceded 
me,  urged  an  objection,  derived  from  the  inconve- 
nience of  this  construction.  The  consequence  of 
an  impeachment,  he  says,  is  a  sequestration  of  the 
member  from  his  seat,  until  the  trial  is  over:  and 
if  a  Senator  may  be  impeached,  tbe  consequence 
is,  that  a  factions  majonty  in  the  House  of  Rep- 
reseulalives  may,  by  an  nrtfounded  and  Texationa 
impeachment,  remove  from  his  seat,  for  an  unlim- 
ited time,  any  Senator,  whose  talents,  influence, 
and  courage,  may  have  rendered  him  the  object  ra* 
their  dislike  or  dread.*  This  objection,  if  founded 
in  truth,  would,  I  eonfeqs,haveconsiderablewei0ht: 
but,  with  all  deference  to  the  learning  of  the  hon- 
orable eounsd,  I  apprehend  that  it  is  wholly  un- 
founded. According  to  the  law  and  practice  in 
England,  for  which!  appeal  to  all  the  precedents 


an  impeachment.  Tbe  sequestration  from  his  seat 
does  mdeed  tnke  place,  but  it  means  nothing  mors 
than  his  being  prevented  from  sitting  when  any- 
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thing  relative  to  the  impeaeliment  is  under  cOD- 
sideiaiioD. 

Ad  objection  has  also  been  drawn  from  the  sup- 
posed intention  with  which  thepower  of  impeacn- 1 
ment  was  established  by  the  Constitution.  The 
Bole  abject  of  this  power,  it  is  said,  was  to  provide 
a  remedy  against  the  favoritism  or  obstinacy  of 
the  Supreme  Executive  Magistrate,  bj  affording 
a  means  of  removing  from  o^e  improper  peisoni, 
whom  he  might  be  inclined  to  retain  in  place,  to 
the  detrimeal  of  the  nation.  This  aecessity  does 
not  exist,  we  are  told,  with  respect  to  members  of 
the  Legislatare,  who  *re  removable  by  the  people 
ihems^ves,  at  stated  periods;  and  to  whom,  con- 
sequently,- the  power  of  impeachment  onght  not 

But  this  cannot  be  the  sole  object  of  the  power 
of  impeachment,  because  (be  President  himself 
is  liable  to  be  impeached,  as  well  as  the  officers 
whom  he  appoints.  So  also  is  the  Vice  President. 
And  yet  these  two  great  officers  are  appointed  by 
the  people  themselves,  in  a  manner  far  more  direct 
and  immediate  than  Senators,  and  removable  at 
shorter  periods.  If  the  power  of  impeachment  be, 
as  the  learned  counsel  insist,  intended  as  an  aid  to 
the  control  which  the  people,  by  the  right  of  elec- 
tion, have  over  their  public  servants,  or  to  supply 
the  place  of  that  control  where  it  does  not  exist, 
surely  there  ia  much  stronger  reason  for  its  ex- 
tending to  Senators  than  to  the  President  or  Vice 
President;  for  Senators  are  much  further  removed 
from  thti  power  of  the  people  and  the  control  of 
dections  than  those  officers.  They  are  elected  for 
a  much  lon|[eT  period :  their  election  being  made 
by  Legislative  bodies,  who  are  chosen  by  the  peo- 
ple for  other  purposes,  and,  for  a  considerable  time, 
IS  far  less  inaueoced  by  popular  opinion  or  popular 
feelings  than  chat  of  tne  President,  who  is  chosen 
by  electors,  elected  for  that  sole  purpose,  and  se- 
lected, io  almost  every  instance,  according  to  their 
known  attachment  to  the  favored  candidate.  The 
election  of  the  President  and  Vice  President,  there- 
fore, partakes  far  more  of  the  nature  of  a  popular 
election  than  that  of  Senators.  Indeed,  of  all  the 
component  members  of  our  Government,  the  Sen- 
ate, both  in  the  mode  of  its  appointment  and  the 
term  of  its  duration,  is  intended  to  be,  and  actually 
is,  the  most  permanent  and  independent — the  fur- 
thest elevated  above  the  region  and  the  influence 
of  those  storms  whereby  a  popular  Government 
mast  sometimes  be  agitated.  God  forbid,  Mr.  Pre- 
sident, that  I  should  find  fault  with  these  ingredi- 
ents in  the  composition  of  the  Senate,  or  do  any' 
thing  which  could  lend  in  the  least  to  diminish 
their  efficiency.  I  consider  them  as  among  the  most 
valuable  principles  of  the  Xonatitulioo.  I  consi- 
der this  honorable  body  as^ie  sheet-anchor  of  < 
vessel  of  stale;  and  if  we  escape  (as  I  trust 
shallj  from  those  tempests  which  await  all  popu- 


dependence  of  the  Senate,  in  its  dnratioa,  and  the 
mode  of  its  appointment ;  this  very  removal  froia 
the  influence  of  popular  opinion  and  popular  influ- 
ence, furnishes  a  strong  argument  in  favor  of  ex- 
tending the  po-wer  of  impeachment  to  its  members; 
for,  in  proportion  as  the  controlling  power  of  tlie 
people,  by  means  of  election,  is  weakened  and 
diminished,  other  means  of  control  ought  tn  be- 
increased. 
We  have  heard  much,  Mr.  President,  respecting- 
e  nature  of  those  offences  to  which  the  power 
of  impeachment  was  intended  to  apply.  They  ate 
said  to  be  merely  official  offences.  If  by  this  be 
meant  offences  committed  by  an  officer,  it  prove* 
nothing,  or  is,  at  beat,  no  more  than  hewing  the 
question ;  for  a  Senator,  according  to  our  docirine, 
is  an  officer.  But  if,  by  official  offences,  the  learned 
counsel  mean  offences  committed  by  an  officer, 
and  relalingsolely  to  the  duties  of  his  office,!  most 
intreat  them  to  reflect  on  the  extent  to  which  their 
doctrine  would  lead.  SnpposeaJudgeof  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  commit  theh  or  perjury ;  would  the 
learned  counsel  say  that  he  shall  not  be  impeached 
for  it?  If  so,  he  must  remain  in  office  with  all 
his  infamy ;  for  there  is  no  method  of  removing 
a  Judge  but  by  impeachment.  Many  other  cases, 
equally  strong,  might  be  supposed.  It  seems  to 
me,  on  the  contrary,  that  the  power  of  impeach- 
ment has  two  objects:  Gtst,  to  remove  persoaa 
whose  misconduct  may  have  rendered  them  uit- 
-worihy  of  retaining  their  offices ;  and,  secondly,  to 


lar  Governments,  and  have  overset  so  many,  it 
"1  be  to  thesiability,  the  independence,  the  nr 
s,  of  this  honorable  body,  that  we  shall  be 


debled  for  our  escape.  With  these  seniimenis,  it 
cannot  be  supposed  that  I  would,  intentionally, 
attempt  to  weaken  the  moorings  by  which  alone 
we  can  be  held  in  our  station.    But  this  very  ' 


punish  those  offences  of  ■  mere  political  nature, 
which,  though  not  susceptible  of  tnat<  ■  "  ' 

'       '      "'  ■  ;ht  h    ' 


tion  whereby  they  might  be  brought  within  thfr 
sphere  of  ordinary  tribunals,  are  yet  very  danger- 
ous to  the  public.  These  offences,  in  the  Enguali 
law,  and  in  our  Constitutions,  which  have  Mr- 
rowed  its  phraseology,  are  called  "  high  crimes  and 
misdemeanors."  Now,  let  me  ask.  Mr.  President, 
whether  offences  of  this  nature  may  not  be  com- 
mitted by  a  Senator?  Let  me  as^  -whether  he 
may  not  commit  them  to  an  extent  far  mote  dan- 

Sious  than  any  other  man;  or,  ifKeDtlemeu  please, 
an  any  other  officer?  Placed  as  he  is  o&  the 
very  pinnacle  of  the  Constitution;  lotiching  the 
Executive  power  with  one  bind,  the  JudiciaTwiih 
th^  other,  and  partaking  fully  of  the  Legislative:. 
secured  in  his  seat  for  six  years — a  longer  period 
than  any  other  known  to  the  Constitution — and 
depending  for  his  re-election,  not  on  the  people,  or 
on  electors  chosen  by  them  for  that  sole  pnrpoae, 
but  on  a  Legislative  body,  where  a  party  may  be 
formed  to  support  him :  whose  "  high  crimes  and 
misdemeanors,"  lei  me  ask,  can  be  more  safely 
committed,  or  more  dangerous  than  his?  What 
an  inconsistency  to  say  that  the  collector  t^  the 
most  petty  custom-house,  or  a  person  standing  in 
the  lowest  srade  of  military  commission,  may  be 
impeached  (or  offences  dangerous  to  the  State,  and 
therefore  requiring  his  removal  from  office,  and 
that  a  Senator  of  the  United  Sutee  is  not  impeach- 
able! 
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first  plac&  h«  caonol  be  thus  kept  ont  in  future; 
for,  thoDgh  the  Seuftta  may  expel,  it  canoot  dis- 
qualify.  And  if  we  suppose  the  cue  (which  may 
*eiy  well  happen)  of  a  great  and  wicked  man, 
snpported  by  a  stroDg  party  ia  the  Legislature  of 
his  own  State,  he  may  return  again,  after  being 
ex|>elled,  and  may  go  on  in  the  commission  oT 
"  high  crimes  and  misdemeaoors,"  in  the  very  sta- 
tion which  gives  hira  the  greatest  means  of  com- 
mitliDg  them  with  effect. 

In  toe  second  place^  an  offender  has  a  much  bet- 
ter chance  to  escape  from  an  expubion  than  from 
an  impeachment.  Where  the  offence  is  of  a  very 
dai-kand  compUcated  nature;  consi^u  in  transac- 
tions or  plots  carried  on  at  a  distance,  or  in  many 
E laces  at  ooce ;  and,  of  consequence,  cannot  be 
rouffht  to  light,  and  fully  substantiated,  without  a 
laborious,  long-continued,  and  systematic  inquiry ; 
it  must  be  admitted  that  the  aid  of  a  prosecutor 
will  be  necessary:  and  that  the  Senatk  of  itself, 
and  for  the  mere  purpose  of  expulsion,  will  be  little 
disposed  to  undertake  so  tedious  and  disagreeable 
a  task. 

As  to  the  dignity  of  the  Senate,  about  which 
much  has  been  said,  I  trust.  Mr.  President,  that  I 
shall  always  be  as  anxiously  tender  of  it  as  any 
other  person ;  and  I  do  most  solemnly  and  seriously 
believe  that  I  am,  at  this  moment^  laboring  for  tbe 
dignity  of  this  honorable  body,  m  attempting  to 
render  its  members  liable  to  impeachment.  For 
which  line  of  conduct  is  most  dignified ;  to  wrap 
one's  self  up  in  legal  inviolability,  and  thus  avoid 
an  inquiry  into  our  conduct,  or,  cooscioua  of  recti- 
tude, to  brave  investigation,  and  offer  ourselves  to 
the  strictest  scrutinyl  The  awful  station  which 
this  honorable  body  holds  in  our  system ;  the  high 
and  all-important  trust  assigned  to  it  by  the  Con- 
stitntioD,noles$than  to  regulate  all  the  movements, 
both  L^slative  and  Executive ;  to  serve  as  both 
the  ballast  and  the  anchor  of  the  political  vessel; 
reqoire  that  its  members  should  inspire  the  utmost 
degree  of  confidence  into  the  nation — should  not 


inapiie  confidence,  bv  declaring  that  they  will  avail 
themselves  of  a  doubtful  constniclios  of  the  Con- 
stitution, to  screen  their  own  conduct  from  all  in- 
?|aiTy,ezcept  bv  themselves,  or  by  boldly  standing 
orth  to  the  lignt^  and  extending  to  their  own  per- 
sons and  actiotiB  that  powerof  investi^tion,by  the 
Tepresepiatives  of  the  nation,  which  toe  Constitu- 
tion has  appointed  for  those  who  exercised  its 
nwers  1  I  confess,  Mr.  President,  that  feeling,  as 
lo,  for  the  disniiy  of  this  honorable  body;  deeply 
impressed,  as  I  am,  with  tbe  awful  nature  of  its 
trust,  and  the  essential  importance  of  its  inspiring 
the  nation  with  the  most  unlimited  confidence, 
1  tremble  to  think  of  its  declaring,  by  a  solemn 
decision,  that  the  conduct  of  its  members  shall  be 
exempt  from  inquiry  by  impeachment. 

I  have  now,  Mr.  President,  gone  through  the 
various  heads  of  this  very  important  anument,  to 
which  I  am  far  from  aapposing  that  I  nave  been 
aUe  to  do  joitice.    It  is  Mliafactory  to  me,  how- 


ever, to  reflect  that  mj  deficiencies  are  amply 
supplied  by  the  cause  itself,  by  the  talents  of  my 
learned  and  eloquent  associate,  and,  above  all,  by 
the  wisdom  of  this  honorable  body ;  to  whose  deci- 
sion I  now  submit  tbe  subject,  with  an  entire 
conviction  that  its  determination  will  be  worthy 
of  the  exalted  station  which  it  holds  in  our  Gov- 
ernment, the  confidence  reposed  in  it  by  the  Con- 
stitution, and  tbe  veneration  wherein  it  is  held  by 
the  American  people. 

After  Mr.  Harper  had  closed  his  observations 
the  Vice  PaEsioENT  inquired  of  tbe  Managers  if 
they  had  any  further  observations  to  offer  i  On 
which, 


1  motion  that  the  Court  adjourn,  it  adjourned 
to  12  o'clock  on  Monday  next. 

MoitOAV,  January  7. 

On  motion  to  agree  to  the  following  resolotiona ; 

"That  William  Blount  was  a  civil  officer  of  the  Uuk 
ted  State*,  within  the  meuiing  of  the  ConatitQtion  of  the 
United  States,  and,  therefore,  liable  to  be  impeached  by 
the  House  oT  Repreeenlative*; 

"  That,  ■■  the  Aitielea  of  Impeachment  charge  bin 
with  high  dimes  and  misdeftieuion,  luppoaed  to  hats 
been  committed  while  he  was  a  Senator  of  the  United 
Btatea,  hia  plea  ought  to  be  ovemiled:" 

After  debate,  on  motion,  the  Court  adjourned 
till  12  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Tdesdat,  January  8. 
The  Senate  retturoed  the  conaideration  of  the 
motion  made  yesterday,  on  the  impeachalality  d 
William  Blount,  late  a  Senator  of  the  Umted 
States,  by  the  House  of  Representatives ;  and,  af- 
ter debate,  the  Court  adjourned  till  IS  o'clock  lo- 


W^oHESDAT,  January  9. 
The  Senate  again  resumed  the  ciHisiderBtion  of 
the  motion  made  on  tbe  7th  instant,  on  the  im- 
peachability  of  William  Blount,  late  a  Senator  of 
tbe  United  Slates,  by  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives ;  and,  after  debate,  on  motion,  adjourned  to 
18  o'clock  to-morrow. 


January  10. 

The  Court  proceeded  in  the  debate  on  the  mo- 
tion made  on  the  7th  instant,  and  which  had  beea 
imder  consideration  every  day  since;  and,  on  the 
question  to  agree  thereto,  it  was  determined  in  the 
negative — yeas  11,  nays  14,  as  follows: 

Yais — Mewra.  Cbiinuan,  Davraport,  Goodhue,  Lati- 
mer, Livennore,  Lloyd,  Ptine,  Rom,  Sedgwick,  Stoi^- 
ton,  and  Tracy. 

N.1IS — Meiara.  Andemn,  Bingham,  Bloodworth, 
Brawn,  Foster,  Oreene,  (jhum,  Hillhonn,  Howard, 
LangdMi,  Manhall,  Martin,  Maaon,  and  Raad. 

On  motion,  the  Court  adjourned  to  12  o'clock 
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Friday,  Februwy  11. 

On  motioD,  it  was  determined  that 

"  Tha  CoDTt  u  of  opinion,  that  the  uutlter  alleged 
in  tlte[dMof  tbadefeoduit  ia  aufficdent  it)  law  to  ahow 
^tlut  lhi«  Court  oDgnt  not  (o  bold  juriadiction  of  the  aud 
imp«a«hmeiit,  and  that  the  laid  impeachment  ia  dia- 

Yeas  14,  nays  11. 

The  yeas  and  nays  on  this  question  were  ex- 
ictly  the  reverse  of  what  they  were  on  the  laat. 

On  motion,  Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  notify 
the  House  of  Re^resenUtives  that  the  Senate  will 
be  ready  to  receire  the  Managers  of  the  House  of 
Bepreaentatires  and  the  counsel  of  the  defendant 
on  Monday  next,  at  12  o'clock,  to  rendtr  judgment 
on  the  impeachment  against  William  Blount. 

The  Court  adjourned  to  12  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MoNDAV,  January  14. 

The  Court  beiog  opened,  the  parties  attending, 
and  silence  being  ptoclaiiocd,  judgment  was  pro- 
nounced by  the  VicB-PHBaiDBST  as  follows : 
Gaiilemen,  Mauagen  of  the  Route  of  RtpremntatiKet, 
and  Gesllemen,  Coumtlfor  Wimam  Blounl ; 

"  Tha  Cooit,  ^lei  hamg  giTen  th«  moat  raatnn  and 
•nioua  Gonaideration  to  tb»  qnoAian,  and  to  the  lull  and 
•bte  aignmenta  Dic*d  on  both  sidea,  baa  codm  to  the 
^CMon  which  I  am  now^bout  to  deliver. 

"  The  Conit  w  of  ounion  that  the  matter  alleged 
in  tbe  ideBof  the  defanAiit  h  aufficient  in  Uw  to  Aow 
tfaattlue  Conitotight  nottobold  juiisdictionof  theaaid 
impeachment,  and  that  the  eaid  impeachment  ia  dia- 

Coptes  of  the  judgment  were  delivered  to  the 
Managers,  and  to  tbe  Counsel  for  the  defendant, 
napectivelT. 

A^ei  which,  they  withdretv ;  and,  on  motion, 
the  Court  adjoarned  without  day. 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE. 

H0D8G  OF  Representatives, 

Noventber  30,  1797. 

The  committee,  appointed  on  the  8th  day  of 
July  last,  to  prepare  and  report  articles  of  impeach- 
ment against  William  Blount,  a  Senator  of  the 
United  States,  impeached  by  this  House  of  high 
Climes  and  misdemnnors ;  which  committee,  by 
a  resolution  of  the  tenth  day  of  July  last, 
authorized  to  sit  d»ri         '  *"  "' 

and  were  instructed — 

means,  to  discover  the  whole  nature  ana  extei 
of  the  offence  whereof  the  said  William  Blount 
stands  impeached,  and  who  are  the  parties  and 
associates  therein ;  make,  in  pursuance  of  the  lat- 
ter resolution,  the  following  report : 

The  committee,  having  chafed  themselves 
with  the  business  to  which  they  were  aj^inted 
by  this  House,  received,  on  tbe  8th  day  of  July, 
from  Jamba  Rosa,  Esq.,  chairman  of  a  committee 
of  the  Senate,  a  trunk  belonging  to  William 
Blount,  containiug  a  numbei:  of  papers,  wliich 
had  been  seized  in  pursuanc^  of  a  resolution  of 


the  Senate,  authotizins  its  conmiittee  to  send  for 
persons  and  papers.    From  these  papers  a  selec- 
had  been  made  by  the  committee  of  the  Saa- 
and  the  House,  having  made  a  further  selec- 
of  such  as  appeared  10  them  to  be  coiueGted 
with  the  object  ot  their  appointmenl,ieturoed  the 
residue  to  the  order  of  William  Blount    The  pa- 
pers retained  by  the  committee  are,  in  the  Appca- 
dix  to  this  repor^  marked,  Nos.  2,  3, 5,  6,  7.  8. 10, 
11,  12, 13, 19,  20,  21,  22,  23,26,  38. 

A  violent  presumption  having  arisen,  from  the 
inspection  of  the  papers  referred  t^  that  NicboUs 
Romayne,  of  the  State  of  New  York,  was  inti- 
mately connected  with  William  Blount  in  bis 
ctimlnal  designs,  the  committee  conceived  it  to 
be  their  duty  to  exetoise  the  powers  vested  in 
them  by  this  House,  in  such  manner  as  to  prevent 
the  escape  of  the  laid  Nicholas  Romayna,  and  ' 
effectually  to  secure  his  person  and  papcn  for  ex- 
amination ;  they  issued,  therefore,  on  the  ninth 
day  of  July,  the  warrant  in  the  Appendix  marked  | 

'A  ;)  and,  as  it  was  deemed  important  to  commit 
.he  execution  of  this  warrant  to  a  person  of  intel-  ! 

ligenee,  discretion,  and  fiddily,  the  Secretary  of 
State  was  requested  to  provide  a  messenoei  of 
competent  character  for  the  i>ccasion.  With  a 
very  prompt  attention  to  the  wishes  of  the  com- 
mittee^ he  assigned  this  service  to  Captain  Wil- 
liam Baton,  to  whom  the  instructions  m  the  Ap- 
pendix marked  (B)  were  given  by  the  committee; 
and  the  Secretary  of  State  added  to  them  tbe  let- 
ters marked  (C)  and  (D.)  On  the  twelfth  day 
of  July  Captain  Eaton  returned  to  Philadelphia, 
with  Nicholas  Romayne  in  hiscuatody,  and  made 
the  report  of  his  proceedings,  marked  (E.)  He 
delivered  also  to  the  committee,  under  seal,  a 
number  of  papers  found  by  him  in  the  possession 
of  the  said  Romayne,  of  which  such  as  are  sop- 
posed  to  be  material  are  contained  in  the  Appen- 
dix, and  marked  Nos.  1,  4,  18.  24,  25,  27.  The 
examination  of  Nicholas  Romayne  engaged  much 
of  tbe  atteniion  of  the  committee  until  the  22d  of 
July,  when  he  subscribed  his  deposition  (A  B,) 
and,  having  given  bond  for  his  appearvtee  be- 
fore the  Senate  on  the  trial  of  the  impeachment 
of  William  Blount,  was  dismissed  from  further 
attendance,  and  received,  at  his  parttculai  request. 
the  certificate  marked  (F.) 

The  letter  No.  23,  found  among  the  p«P«n  <^ 
William  Blount,  sigaed  James  Oram,  aaa  dated 
at  KnoxviUe,  May  24th,  1797,  being  supposed  to 
contain  the  proof  that  the  said  James  Graot  bad 
be«i  the  confidential  bearer  of  ibe  leits  from  Wil- 
liam Blount  to  James  Carer,  eommunicaled  to 
Congress  by  the  President  of  the  United  Stales, 
on  the  3d  of  July  j  it  was  deemed  expedient  to 
adopt  the  same  measures  for  the  seizure  of  his 
person  and  papers,  as  had  been  taken  in  the  caae 
of  Nicholas  Romayne.  Major  Thomas  Lewis 
was  employed  for  this  purpose  by  the  committee, 
who  charged  him,  on  the  11th  of  July,  with  the 
execution  of  the  warrant  marked  (G.)  He  was 
further  directed  to  serve,  on  John  Rogers  and 
James  Carey,  leapectivelyl  the  preeq>ts  (H)  and 
(I^)  requiring  tbeii  app(»rance  before  tlie  ca«- 
mittee  for  eianunationi  which  precepts  were  m- 
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compaaied  vith  the  letur  marlced  (K.)  from  the 
commiUee  to  John  Rogers,  who  resided  bevond 


th«  jiuiadiciioD  of  the  United  Statet,  and  wilt  the 
tetters  marked  (L.)  (M,)  aod  (N,)  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  War,  who  rvaditv,  at  the  desir«  of  the 
«ommitiee,  «o-operated  with  them  in  their  endea- 
vat  to  obtain  toe  testimooy  of  theie  witnesses. 
The  initructioDS  to  M«.ior  Lewis  ara  in  the 
Appendix  marked  (O.)  In  the  interim,  between 
the  departure  and  the  return  of  Major  Lewis,  the 
Secretary  of  War  commanicated  to  the  commit' 
tee  the  letters  marked  (Q,)  and  (R,)  from  Colo- 
nel David  Heqly  and  Benjamin  Hawkins,  Esq., 
coTerine  the  examinations  of  Jamei  Carey,  mark- 
ed (T  D  No;  1,)  and  (T  U,  No.  2,)  taken  at  Tdli- 
CO.  by  directions  from  the  Eiecuiiye^  together 
With  the  eiamination  of  William  L.  Lorely.  matk- 
«d  (T  U,  Mo.  3,)  and  the  original  letter  fwm  Wil- 
liam Blount  to  John  Rogers,  marked  in  the  Ap- 
pendix (No.  15.)  On  the  25th  of  September,  Ma- 
jor Lewis  having  arrived  at  Oermaotown,  in  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  with  James  Grant  in  his 
lAistody,  and  accompanied  by  John  Rogers  and 
James  Carey,  made  nis  report  marked  (P;)  and 
the  depositions  of  the  said  James  Cmny,  John  Ro- 
.  gers,  and  James  Grant,  were,  immediately  there- 
after,  taken  by  the  committee,  and  are  hereunto 
annexed,  marked  (T  U,  No.  4)  (V  W,)  and 

iX  Y,)  respectively.  Before  the  discharge  of 
lajot  Grant,  he  gave  bond  for  his  appearance  be- 
fore the  Senate,  on  the  trial  of  the  impeachment 
of  William  Blovmt.  The  lellera  referred  to  in 
his  deposition,  from  William  Blount  to  James  Ct- 
ley  and  Major  Lovely,  dated  April  21,  1797,  are 
marked  (No.  16)  and  (No.  17.) 

To  complete  the  series  of  the  correspond  cue  e 
between  William  Blount  and  Nicholas  Romayne. 
■s  disclosed  by  the  letters  found  in  their  posses- 
sion, respectively,  the  letter  (No.  9)  from  the  lat- 
ter to  the  former,  appeared  alone  to  be  wanting. 
This  letter,  on  or  about  the  13th  of  July,  was  re- 
ceived by  the  Secretary  of  State,  in  an  anony- 
mous letter,  which  had  Seen  transmitted  by  roaii, 
but  wiihoat  any  post-mark  other  than  the  word 
"  Free."  The  anonymous  letter,  and  a  transla- 
tion of  it,  are  subjoined  to  the  Append,  nuvked 
(No.  9,  A.) 

The  committee  having  received  information 
that  John  Chisholm,  named  in  the  letter  from 
William  Blount  to  James  Carey,  which  irave  rise 
to  the  present  inquiry,  had  sailed  from  Philadel- 

K'  a  in  a  vessel  belmging  lo  or  chartered  by, 
.  William  Davy,  a  merehant  of  that  city,  re- 
quested the  attendance  of  Mr.  Davy  for  ezamina- 
tioo.  He  waited  on  the  committee  agreeably  to 
their  desire;  and,  after  expressing  considerable 
•mbarrassment  from  peculiar  circumstanced  at- 
tendant on  his  situation,  with  some  reluctwice, 
nade  the  deposition  {C  D.)  Mi.  Davy  has  stD«e 
communicated  to  the  committee  the  extract  of  a 
lettai  from  bis  'brother  in  London,  which  is  sab- 
joined  to  his  deposition,  hnd  marked  (C  D, 
No.2.) 

The  disclosure  moda  by  Mr.  Davy  led  to  the 
examination  of  Oe<mre  Lesher^  contained  in  his 
dapoiitioa  (E  F.)     Tu  snspLcion,  exeiled  by  the 


latter  part  of  this  deposition,  was  traced  by  the 
committee,  and  satisfactorily  removed  by  the  tes- 
timony of  Mr.  William  Bell,  Appendix  (G  H.) 
The  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  State, 
of  the  20th  July,  marked  (I  K,^  is  connected  with, 
and  eiplanatoPy  of,  the  subject  matter  of  these 
depositions,  and  of  the  tette/  from  Robert  Liston, 
Esq.,  the  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  his  Britan- 
nio  Majesty,  to  Nicholas  Romayne,  found  among 
the  papers  of  the  latter,  dated  Philadelphia,  2Sth 
April,  1797— Appendii  (No.  18.) 

With  relation  to  the  paper  (No.  38,)  found  in 
the  possessioQ  of  William  Blount,  endorsed  by 
him ''  Judge  Turner,  Uemor.  of  force,  Ac."  Geo. 
Turner,  Esq^  late  one  of  the  Judges  of  the  Terri- 
tory of  the  United  States  Northwest  of  the  river 
Ohio,  was  interrogates  bjr  the  committee,  and  the 
result  is  contained  in  his  deposition — Appendix 
(LM.)  '^  "^ 

h  the  course  of  the  investigation  entrusted  to 
the  committee,  a  number  of  persons  were  exam- 
ined, whose  testimony  in  many  instances  proved 
to  be  immaterial.  It  was  thought  proper  to  take 
the  depositions  of  Blisha  B.  Hopkins,  Charles 
Bnxton,  and  John  Franklin  which  are  herewith 
reported— Appendix  (N  O,)  (P  Q,)  and  (R  S.) 

On  the  13th  of  July,  the  Chevalier  dTrujo, 
the  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  His  Catholic  Maj- 
esty,.called  on  the  committee  and  made  the  com- 
munications, in  the  Appendix  marked  (A  B  C) 
(D  E  F.)  In  consequence  of  these  communica- 
tions, the  committee  immediately  dispatched,  by 
mail,  to  Major  Lewis,  their  messenger  to  the  Stata 
of  Tennessee,  the  letter,  Appendix  (9,)  covering 

a  subpcsna  for Mitchell,  named  in  the 

said  eommnnications.  Major  Lewb  has  infonn- 
ed  the  committee,  since  his  return,  that  he  received 
the  letter  and  subpcnna,  but  that  his  most  diligent 
inquiries  were  aoavailing  to  discover  the  person 
described  in  them. 

Oi)  the  24th  of  July,  the  Chevalier  d'Trvyo 
again  called  upon  the  comminee,  and  introduced 
to  them  John  Phillips  Ripley,  who  delivered  a 
paper  containinK  the  information  afterwards  in- 
cluded in  his  depositiod  (G  H  I.)  Onthesoc- 
ceeding  day,  the  Chevalier  d'Yrujo  preaented  to 
the  committee  Thomas  Odiorne,  who  afterward* 
made  the  deposition  (K  L  M.)  Although  there 
was  an  appearance  of  singularity  in  the  medium 
adopted  by  these  persons  for  making  their  eom- 
munieation  to  the  committee;  although  the  com- 
mittee at  that  time  possessed  tatisfactorjr  evidence 
that  the  statement  made  in  these  depositions  was 
incorrect,  so  far  as  related  to  the  essential  objects 
of  investigation  and  inquiry ;  and  although  it  was 
not  very  material  whether  the  mistake  proceed- 
ed fromthemisrepresentaiion  of  Captain  Eaton,  or 
the  misapprehension  of  the  wiioesses^oi  bom  worse 
motives  ;  it  was  nevertheless  conceived  to  be  the 
duty  of  the  committee^  in  justice  to  the  persona 
named  in  these  depoMiions,  to  obtain  an  exfJana- 
lion  from  Captain  Eaton,  of  the  facts  assened  in 
them.  On  Inis  subject  the  House  is  referred  to 
the  letters  marked  in  the  Ai^Nodix  (T.)  (U,) 
(V,)  (W,)  and  to  ^he  deposition  (NOP;)  and 
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for  further  evidence  coDiiecied  herewith,  to  the 
report  of  Captain  Eaton  before  mentioned  (E,) 
and  the  letter  from  Richard  Harriaon,  Esq.,  At- 
tornev  of  (he  United  Stales  for  the  District  ol 
Npw  York,  10  the  Secretary  of  Bute,  (E.  No.  2.) 
It  isjuoper  to  add  that  thecautioif^iTeDDy  Colo- 
nel Pickering  to  Caatain  Eaton,  was  intimated 
to  him  b^  reqaest  of  the  committee,  trho  were 
•pprehenaive  that  an  indiscreet  and  premature 
disclosure  of  evidence  might  increase  the  difficulty 
of  ibrther  discovery. 

The  letter  from  Capt.  Ealtxi  to  Colonel  Hod^- 
don.  alluded  to  iu  the  deposition  of  the  former,  le 
on  the  file*  of  the  committee,  and  corroborates  his 
narratire. 

On  or  about  the  6th  of  October,  the  Secretary 
of  War  tmoimitted  to  the  cdmmittee  the  letters  in 
the  Appendix  (No.  11,  A,)  and  (No.  11,  B,)  from 
John  Chisbolm  to  Colonel  John  He Kee  and  John 
Rogers,  respectiTely,  dated  March  17,  1797. 

On  the  23d  of  November,  the  Minister  Plenipo- 
lentiary  of  His  Catholic  Majesty  sent  to  the  com- 
mittee the  note  of  that  date  (d  R  3,)  covering 
the  leRer  (Q,  R  S,  No.  2,)  from  Elijah  Clark  to 
the  Spanish  Consul,  at  Charleston,  South  Caro- 
lina, dated  August  9,  1797.  It  is  obvious  that 
this  communication  hss  been  made  too  late  to 
enable  the  committee  to  pursue  the  iiivestigati 


A  lai^  package  of  the  circular  letters  (No.  29) 
was  intercepted  and  delivered  to  the  committee; 
some  of  these  letters  were  directed  to  various  per- 
sons in  Tennessee;  others  were  foldeJ  without 
any  address. 

The  committee  have  supposed  it  to  be  their 
duty  to  submit  to  the  House,  in  addition  to  the 
exhibits  herein  before  referred  to,  the  correspond- 
ence contained  in  the  Appendix  (Aa)  to  (An)  in- 
clusive on  account  of  its  connexion  with  the  ob- 
ject of  tbeir  appointment  j  although  a  part  of 
these  communicaiioQSj  being  anonymous,  could 
not  form  the  basis  of  any  further  proceedings; 
and  although  where  fiuther  investigation  was 
attempted,  it  failed  of  producing  any  satisfactory 
information.  The  letters  (Aa,);(Ab,)(Ac,)(Ag,) 
will  appear  to  be  addressed  to  the  Secretary  of 
State,  and  were  delivered  by  him  to  (he  com- 
mittee. 


tut  they  stifficiendy  fulfil  the  duty  assigned  to 
them ;  without  anticipating,  by  their  own  infer- 
ences or  observations,  the  judgment  of  the  House 
on  the  whole  matter.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that 
some  suggestions  still  Temain  unexplained,  or  that 
any  part  of  the  subject  should  continue  in  obscu- 
rity; bnt  the  committee  have  done  ^1  in  their 
power  for  the  discovery  of  the  truth,  without  in- 
earring  a  greater  expense  than  the  probability  of 
success  was  deemed  to  warrant.  And  this  report 
is  respectfully  submitted  as  the  best  practicable 
result  of  their  eftmeat  endeavors. 
NOVBHKEH  30, 1797. 


APPENDIX. 

(A.) 
Uniteo  States,  to  wit: 

TtCt^ptain  WtUianEaim. 

Whereas  the  House  of  RepresentatiTea  of  the 
United  States  did,  on  the  eighth  day  of  July,  in 
the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
seven,  come  to  the  following  resolution,  viz: 

"  Kttohtd,  That  a  committee  ba  appointed  to  prc- 
pare  and  report  Articles  of  li^ieachment  sgainst  Wil- 
uam  Blount,  a  Senator  of  the  United  States,  impeached 
by  this  Honw  of  high  crimei  and  misdemeanors ;  aod 
that  the  said  committee  have  power  to  send  Ibr  persona, 
papers,  and  lecords." 

•'  Ord^id,  That  Mi.  Sitsuavss,  Mr.  Biuwib, 
Mi.  Dahi,  Mi.  Djlwios,  and  Mr.  Hiarsa,  be  a  omd- 
mittee  pnimsnt  to  the  said  leeohition." 

You  are  hereby  authorized  and  required,  in  pur- 
suance of  the  said  authority  vested  in  us  as  afore- 
said, taking  to  your  assistance  such  person  or  per- 
sons as  you  may  deem  necessary,  to  make  strict 
and  diligent  search  for  Nicholas  Romayne,  now 
or  late  of  the  State  of  New  York,  practitioner  of 
medicine ;  and  him,  having  foundj  to  seize  and  ap- 
prehend, and  to  bring,  together  with  his  papers,  in 
safe  custody,  before  us,  the  committee  aforesaid,  at 
the  city  of  Philadelphia,  to  be  examined  touching 
the  premises.  And  all  officers,  civil  and  military, 
and  all  faithful  citizens  of  the  United  States,  are 
required  to  be  aiding  and  assisting  to  you,  as  there 
shall  be  occasion. 

Given  under  onr  hands  and  seals,  in  committee 
aforesaid,  at  Philadelphia,  the  ninth  day  of  July, 
in  the  year  aforesaid. 

S.  SITGREAVES, 
ABR.  BALDWIN, 
SAM'L  W.  DANA, 
V         J.  DAWSON, 

BOB'T.  G.  HARPER. 

(B.) 
ToCoptaan  IViUiam  EabM. 

Sir  :  You  will  proceed  with  the  utmost  expe- 
dition to  New  York,  and,  immediately  on  your 
arrival,  see  Mr.  Harrison,  or  tuch  other  person  as, 
in  case  of  his  absence,  yon  are  addressed  to.  Hav- 
ing advised  with  such  person  as  to  the  proper 
mode  of  execnting  your  commission,  you  will 
proceed,  with  such  assistance  as  may  oe  deemed 
necessaryj  to  arrest  the  person  expr^sed  in  your 
warrant,  in  the  most  secret  maimer,  and  to  secnn 
all  his  papers.  Him  and  his  papers  yon  will  then 
convey  safely  and  expeditiously  to  this  pinee. 

When  yon  see  the  person  to  be  arrested,  it  will 
be  proper  to  inform  him  that  the  committee  is  de- 
sirous of  avoiding  all  unnecessary  publicity,  and 


same  time,  that  hesitation  or  resistance  can  hnvt 
other  eSect  than  to  render  the  affair  more  dis- 
agreeable to  him,  by  making  it  puUic.  On  the 
rrad  he  will  be  treated  by  you  as  a  fellow  paateit- 
ger,  but  carefully  attendetl  to,  and,  kbore  all,  the 
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Eapers  are  lo  be  most  carefolly  guarded,  and 
ept  ID  your  own  possession. 
The  same  treatnient  may  be  obserred  tovards 
any  other  person  whom,  with  his  papers,  it  may 
be  resolved  to  arrest. 

Whatever  papers  are  seized,  you  will  immedi- 
ately seal  up  in  the  presence  of  the  person  to 
whom  they  belong,  if  on  the  spot,  or  if  not,  in  the 
presence  of  some  other  person,  and  will  deliver 
them  seated  to  the  committee. 

It  is  scarcely  neceuary  to  add  that  the  papers 
most  likely  to  be  important  wiU  be  letters  from 
William  Blount,  and  copies  of  letters  sent  to  him. 
Snch  must  be  diligently  sought  and  carefully  se- 
cured. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

S.  SITOREAVES, 
•  Chairman  of  the  Commiltee. 
Pbiladblpbia,  JJdy9,  1797. 


(C.) 
DsptBTMEHT  OF  State, 

Philadelphia,  JulSI  9, 1797. 
Th  Captain  Wiliiam  Eaton. 

Sir:  Knowing  your  capacity,  spirit,  and  dili- 
gence, and  relying  on  your  fidelity,  I  have  selected 
you  to  be  charged  nitn  the  orders  of  a  committee 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
Btates  for  seizing  the  person  and'papers  of  Dr. 
Nicholas  Romayne,  who  is  now  supposed  to  be  in 
the  city  of  New  York,  and  against  whom  there  is 
presumptive  evidence  of  his  being  connected  with 
William  Blount,  Esq.,  who  has  been  impeached  of 
high  crimes  and  misdemeanors  by  the  Home  of 
Bytresentatives. 

It  is  possible  that  the  arrest  of  this  person  may 
lead  to  the  diicoverv  of  other  conspirators  on  the 
spot;  in  respect  towoom  you  will  likewise  observe 
tne  orders  of  the  committee.  Or,  if  those  orders 
should  not  precisely  prescribe  the  coarse  you  are 
to  take,  respecting  such  unknown  conspirators, 
then  yon  will  appfy  for  advice  to  Richard  Harri- 
son, Esq.,  Attorney  for  the  District  of  New  York, 
or,  u  his  absence,  to  Josiah  Ogden  Hoffman,  Esq., 
Attorney  Qeneral  of  that  State,  and  do  what  they 
or  either  or  Ihem  shall  direct.  If  any  others  than 
those  named  in  the  orders  of  the  committee,  shall 
be  arrested,  you  wiU  bring  fhem  to  Philadelphia 
likewise,  if  either  of  the  attorneys  shall  advise  it. 

Tou  will  need  an  aaustant  or  assistants  in  the 
execution  of  these  orders,  in  procuring  whom  you 
will  take  the  advice  of  either  of  the  attorneys  be- 
fore named. 

In  making  the  arrests  and  seizing  the  papers,  it 
will  be  expedient  for  the  public,  and  agreeable'  to 
the  persons  to  be  arrested,  that  yon  act  at  the  most 
secret  manner  possible  ;  and  in  the  fame  maQQer 
they  may  be  brought  to  this  city.  But  although 
you  may  treat  Ihem  as  fellow  passengers,  you 
never  to  suffer  them  to  be  in  a  (ituatiou  to 
cape,  or  to  destroy  the  papers  you  may  seize.  For 
this  reason  your  assistants  should  be  vigilant  men. 

On  your  return  to  the  city,  call  on  me  for  fur- 
ther directions. 


vant,  TIMOTHY  PICKERING. 

P.  S.  There  is  a  possibility  that  both  Mr.  Har- 
...!onand  Mr.  Ogden  may  be  absent,  in  which  case 
wait  on  Colonel  Ham il ion  or  Oovemor  Jay,  and 
ask  their  advice,  laying  before  them  yonr  oiiieia. 

(D.) 
Depabthent  op  State, 

PMltuMphia,  July  9, 1797. 

SiBi  The  bearer,  Csptain  William  Eaton,  ii 
iharged  with  orders  from  a  committee  of  the 
Houseof  Representatives  of  the  United  Btates,  to 
seize  the  persons  and  papers  of  some  men,  sup- 
posed to  be  in  the  city  of  New  York,  connected 
with  Governor  Blount  in  the  plot  for  which  he 
itands  impeached  by  the  House  of  Repreaeola- 
Jves.  And  the  object  of  my  addressing  you  is, 
:o  pray  you  to  find  a  confidential  ind  active  man 
:o  aid  Captain  Eaton  m  exeuting  the  orders  above 
mentioned.  Or,  if  more  than  one  assistant  be  ne- 
cessary, as  many  as  circumstances  shall,  in  your 
opinion,  require,  to  make  the  arrests,  and  securely 
10  bring  the  persons  arrested,  with  their  papers,  to 
this  city. 

The  arrest  of  the  persons  referred  to,  or  the 


be  pleased  to  consider  how  they  shall  be  secured, 
with  their  papers,  and  take  such  measures  as  yon 
shall  think  proper.  If  Captain  Eaton  can  render 
you  any  aid  herein,  he  will  be  instructed  to  do  it. 
Whatever  expenses  shall  be  incurred,  I  will 
defray. 


very  respectfully,  sit,  your  obedient  ser- 
TIMOTHT  PICKERING. 
RiCHAHn  Harrison,  Esq., 

Attorney  of  the  Vhiied  Slatea, 

Dietrid  of  Neva  York. 
In  his  absence,  Jobiab  Oodbh  Hoffman,  Esq., 
Attorney  General  of  that  State. 

(E.) 
Philadelpbia,  Jvly  12, 1797. 
Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  instruction  of  the 
9th  instant,  and  .warrant  of  your  committee  of  the 
same  date,  at  3  o'clock,  the  morning  of  the  10th,  I 
took  stage  for  New  York,  and  arrived  thither  tne 
evening  of  the  same  day,  crossed  Paulus  Hook  at 
midnight ;  wailed  on  Mr.  Harrison,  attorney  for 
the  district  of  New  York,  who  went  with  me  in 
company  of  the  marshal  and  one  of  his  depntict^ 
to  the  house  of  Nicholas  Romayne,  practitioner  of 
physic,- whom  I  arrested  agreeably  to  order,  and 
proceeded  to  examine  and  secure  his  papers.  On 
enterin's  his  chamber,  I  observed  a  portable  writ- 
ing-desk, with  a  number  of  loose  papers  on  or 
about  it,  among  which  was  found  an  unfinished 
letter  in  the  hand-writing  of  Mr.  Romayne,  which 
he  acknowledged  was  intended  for  William 
Blount,  late  Senator  in  Congress.  The  papers  in 
this  room  were  lying  in  a  disordered  sitnation,  and 

i_i "^--inRbeen  recently  ex- 

i  shown  me  by  Dr. 
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Romarne,  four  letters  from  William  Blount  to 
said  Romayae,  which  four  letters  with  the  unfin- 
ished letter  aboTe  menliODed,  I  have  laid  before 
the  honorable  committee.  Oa 
die  of  papers  of  oeglecled  appei 
ed  a  letter,  signed  ''  Robert  Liston,"  io  said  Ro- 
mayne.  At  this,  Romayne  exhibited  evident 
marks  of  confusion,  and  reached  as  if  to  take  it 
from  me ;  but  it  passed  through  the  hands  of  Mr. 
Harrison— was  lodged  with  the  papers  above  men- 
tioned, and  with  them  is  laid  before  the  commit- 
tee.  The  agitation  which  1  thought  I  discovered 
in  Romayne,  in  giving  up  this  paper,  and  the  re- 
collection of  his  acknowledging  the  receipt  of 
more  letters  from  William  Blount,  than  we  ton  ' 
in  his  hands,  and,  alao,  the  disordered  situation 
which  the  papers  above  stairs  appeared,  establish 
my  suspicion  that  he  bad  destroyed  n"  ""  ""  '"  " 
of  the  papers  which  would  have  led  to  a  minute 
development  of  (he  subject  of  the  committee's  in- 
quiry. 1  expressed  to  Romayne  this  suspicion, 
and  m^  reasons  for  entertaining  it ;  and  at  the 
same  time  intimated  to  hini,  that  I  thought  these 
would  be  sufficient  to  justify  my  suggesting  it  '" 
the  committee.  He,  in  some  perturbation,  i 
knowledged  that  he  had,  perhaps^  received  ten 
twelve  letters  from  Mr.  Blount,  in  answer  to  his, 
found  among  Blount's  papers ;  but  that,  being 
careless  man,  be  had  destroyed,  or  suffered  the 
to  be  destroyed ;  but  be  soon  after  qualified  this 
concession,  by  declaring  on  honor  that  he  had  not 
destroyed  any  such  letters  within  a  week  past. 
Having  thus  far  eiecuied  the  order  of  the  com- 
mittee, I  took  to  my  assistance  Mr.  John  S.  Bain- 
bridge,  and  with  the  prisoner,  said  Nicholas  Ro- 
mayne, tecrossed  lo  Paulus  Hook,  at  3  o'clock,  A. 
M.,  of  yesterday,  aad  procuring  a  stage,  proceed- 
ed to  this  citv,  whitber  I  arrived  at  3  o'clock  ibis 
morning  of  tlie  day  and  date  above  mentioned. 

I  have  the  honor  to  he,  with  perfect  respect,  si, 
your  most  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  EATON. 

Hon.  Mr.  8ii 


(B,  No.  S.) 
New  Yohk,  Jviy  11, 1797. 
Sib  :  By  the  return  of  Captain  Baton  to  Pbila- 
delphia,  you  have  doubtless  before  this  time  bees 
informed  of  the  tnanner  in  which  the  orders  of  the 
Commiliee  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States  have  been  executed.  Your  Excel- 
lency's letter  of  the  9th  having  been  delivered  last 
night,  after  a  short  conference  with  Mr.  Eaton,  it 
was  judged  advisable  to  lose  no  time  in  secunng 
Dr.  RomayDe  and  his  papers,  particularly  as  there 
was  reason  to  apprehend  that  be  might  already 
(from  apprehensions  of  necessity)  have  destroyed 
we  most  material.  The  aid  of  the  marshal  and 
kis  depntjr  was,  therefore  resorted  to,  and  the 
irholeDuiinesi  effected  in  little  more  than  an  luiui 
after  Captain  Eaton's  arrival.  It  api>eared  that 
Dr.  Romayne  was  by  no  means  surprised.  Th* 
first  obaerriti on  (hat  he  made  to  the  messenger 
mu,  that  he  supposed  bim  instructed  totearchfor 
pepers,  and  he  tben  offered  to  produce  those  he . 


had'.  Upon  entering  his  bed-cbamber,  we  found 
such  as  were  then  in  a  state  of  considerable  de- 
rangement, which  he  attributed  to  the  windows 
having  been  left  open.  There  were  no  appearan- 
ces, however,  from  whence  the  recent  destruction 
of  papers  could  be  evidenced.  Upon  this  ubte 
were  two  or  three  old  letters  from  Count  Motiei, 
formerlv  the  Minister  of  Prance  in  tbis  counirr, 
and  a  bundle  or  two  loosely  tied,  containing 
among  other  letters  of  no  importance,  those  from 
Qoveruor  Blount  and  Mr.  Listen,  which  have  been 
sent  to  Philadelphia. 

He  acknowledged,  in  the  course  of  coavers*- 
tion,  that  he  had,  in  the  period  of  about  two 
months,  received  as  many  as  ten  or  twelve  letters 
from  Governor  Bloimt,  but  observed  that  he  had 
always  been  careless  with  respect  to  papers,  and 
in  the  habit  of  tearing  letters  soon  after  ne  receiv- 
ed them. 

It  is  remarkable,  nevertheless,  that  a  verv  con- 
siderable number  of  old  and  unimportant  letteti 
had  been  preserved,  and  that  his  retjent  corre- 
spondence nas  almost  entirely  disappeared.  The 
letter  from  Kfr.  Liston,  it  may  be  presumed,  had, 
by  some  fatality,  escaped  his  notice-  He  allied 
that  it  would  be  fully  explained  by  the  one  to 
which  it  was  an  answer,  and  said  that  he  shonld 
apply  to  Mr.  Liston  for  the  production  of  that 
document.  Upon  the  whole  bis  behaviour  was 
collected  and  proper,  nor  did  he  discover  any 
vary  great  apprehension  or  surprise,  except  upoa 
the  finding  of  Mr.  Lision's  letter,  when  Captain 
Eaton  judged  that  be  betrayed  some  emotioa, 
which,  LDwever,  escaped  my  observation,  as  I  wu 
th^  engaged  in  perusing  other  papers. 

I  sincerely  wisn  that  measures  had  been  taken 
with  regard  to  this  business,  before  the  publicitT 
of  the  proceeding!  against  Qovernor  Blount  had 
excited  alarm,  ft  is  probable  that  more  import- 
ant discoveries  migbt  then  have  been  made.  I 
still  hope  that  they  may  result  from  a  personal 
exarnioation  o{  the  prisoner,  though  I  do  not  be- 
lieve that  it  is  to  be  expected. 

Any  services  which  1  can  render  in  future  with 
relation  to  this  important  business,  will  be  given 
with  the  utmost  alacrity ;  and  I  have  only  to  add, 
that  I  am  most  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedieu 
servant, 

RICHARD  HARRISON. 

Hon.  TtMOTHV  PicESftiNO,  Em., 

Secretary  <^  SlaU. 

(F.) 

These  are  to  certify  whom  it  may  concern,  tiial 
Doctor  Nicholas  Romayne,  of  the  city  of  New 
York,  having  attended  the  Committee  af  tLe 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  Stales, 
charged  with  the  impeachment  of  William  Blouni, 
in  pursuance  of  the  process  by  iketn  issued  for 
that  purpose,  and  having  undergone  such  eioiiu- 
naiioo,  and  answered  such  interro^tories  as  weft 
required  and  exhibited  by  the  said  Committee  ; 
and  having  further  entered  into  bonds  for  his  ap- 
pearance before  the  Senate  of  the  United  Stales 
as  a  witness  on  a  trial  of  the  said  impeachmeat, 


DiqinzedhyGoOt^le 


2329 


HISTORY  OP  CONGRESS. 


hnjieackment  of  WSUant  Blount. 


has  been,  mnd  hereby  ia  disehuged  hy  the  said 
Commitiee,  from  anf  farther  atieDdance  upon 

Oiren  in  the  Commitiee  aforesBid  at  the  city  of 
Philadelpbia,  on  the  twenty-second  day  of  Jaly, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  seren  hun- 
dred and  nioely-seTen. 

By  order  of  the  Committee, 

8.  SITORBAVES,  Chairman. 

(G.) 

Umited  States,  to  wit : 

7b  Major  Thonuu  Ijtvns. 

Whereas  the  House  of  Remesentatires  of  the 
tliiil«d  Slates,  did,  on  the  eiftith  day  of  Julv, 
the  year  of  oor  Lord,  one  thousand  geren  hu 
died  aod  ainety-se*eo,  resolve  aa  follows,  to  w. 

"Rmohed,  That  a  CommlttM  be  appointed  to  pre> 
p«n  and  raport  Aitidai  of  Impeaelimant  igaiurt  Will- 
IMI  Bkmnt,  •  SaaalaT  of  the  United  Stalea,  impeacb- 
I   and   miademeanon, 
B  have  power  to  aan  * 

HMna,  papers  and  rsoords. 

"Ordertd,  That  Mi.  SitgrBaTea,  Mr.  Baldwin,  Hi. 
Dana,  Mi.  Dawson,  and  Mr.  Haipei,  ba  a  Conunitlea 
ponuant  to  the  said  moluliaii." 

And  wheieaa  the  Hoyse  of  Representatives  of 
the  United  States,  did  on  the  tenth  day  of  July  ' 
the  same  year  resolve  aa  follows,  viz : 

"Saohed,  That  the  Conunittae  appointed  topra- 
p«n  and  lepoit  Aiticlea  of  Impeachment  againM  Will- 
iMn  Blount,  a  Senaloi  of  the  tFoitad  Stales,  iaipew^ 
'  ed  fay  this  Hoiue  of  high  dimes  and  miademeanois,  be 
•nlboiiiad  to  sit  doring  the  recess  of  Congress. 

"Rfoiotd,  Thst  die  said  Committee  be  iiutnicted 
to  inquire,  and,  by  all  IswfUl  means,  to  discover  the 
whole  nstuie  and  erient  of  the  offers  whereof  the 
aud  WiUiaiQ  Blonnt  standi  impeached,  and  who  ara 
the  paitiea  and  aMocistes  thcrek. 

*■  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Dana  be  excused  from  serring 
on  the  Committee  i^ipointed  toprepan  and  leport  ar- 
ticle* of  impeachment  against  WiUiam  Blonat,  a  Sen- 
ator of  the  United  Statea,  and  that  Mr.  B^ard  be  of 
Oe  said  Committee  in  lus  stead." 

Ton  are  hereby  BUtfaoriEed  and  required,  in  pur- 
suance of  the  said  authority  vested  in  ut  as  afore- 
said, taking  to  your  assistance  such  person  or  per- 
sons as  you  may  deem  necessary,  to  make  strict 
and  diligent  search  for  Major  James  Grant,  now 
or  late  of  the  State  of  Tennrssee,  and  him  Iraring 
found,  to  seize  and  apprehend,  and  to  bring,  loseth- 
er  with  his  papers,  in  safe  custody,  forthwith  be- 
fore us,  the  Committee  aforesaia,  at  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  to  be  examined  loaching  the  premi- 
sea.  And  all  officers,  civil  and  military,  and  all 
ftithfiri  citizens  of  the  United  States,  are  required 
to  be  aiding  and  assisting  (o  you  as  there  shall  be 
occasioD. 

Given  under  our  hands  and  seals,  in  committee 
aforesaid,  at  Philadelphia,  the  tenth  day  of  Jaly  in 
the  year  aforesaid.  8.  BITQR&AVES, 

ABR.  BALDWIN, 
J.  DAWSON, 
R.  G.  HARPER, 
J.  A.  BAYARD. 


(H.) 
7b  John  Roger*,  Te»i<i^  in  the  Cherokee  Nation. 

Whereas  the  House  of  Representativea  of  the 
United  States  did,  on  the  eighth  day  of  July,  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  ninety-seven,  resolve  as  follows,  to  wit: 

"  Betohed,  Thai  a  committee  be  appointed  tepre- 
psie  and  report  Aiticlee  of  Impeachment  against  Wil- 
Kam  BloDnt,  a  Senator  of  the  United  States,  impeached 


sons,  pspers,  and  recoida. 

-  'a-da-ed,  That  Mi.  SitgrBaTss,  Mr.  Baldwin,  Mr. 
Dana,  Mi.  Dawson,  and  Mr.  Harper,  be  a  commHtae^ 
pnnnaat  to  the  said  lesolution." 

And  whereas  the  Houhc  of  Representativea  of 
the  United  States  did,  on  the  tenth  day  of  of  July, 
in  (he  year  aforesaid,  fiuther  resolve  aud  otderi 
as  follows,  to  wit : 

"  Rtteind,  That  the  eommttlse  appanted  to  mam 
and  report  Aitides  of  Inneachmant  against  Williua 
Blount,  a  Sanatoi  of  the  United  Stataa,  impeadiied  by 
this  Honsa,  of  high  ctimea  and  misdemeanon,  be  au- 
tboiiiad  to  sit  during  the  recess  of  Congress 

"  Ordered,  That  Mi.  Dana  be  eiciwed  fiom  serving 
on  the  commitlse  sj^tointed  to  prepare  and  report  Ar- 
ticles of  Impeadunent  against  WiUiam  Slount,  a  Sen- 
ator of  the  United  Statea,  and  that  Mr.  Bayard  be  of 
the  said  committee  in  bis  stead." 

Y'ou  are  hereby  required,  in  pursuance  of  the 
powers  vested  in  as,  the  said  committee,  by  the 
resolutioDs  and  orders  aforesaid,  that,  laving  aside 
all  manner  of  business  and  excuses  whatsoever, 
yoa  be  and  appear  forthwith,  in  your  proper  per- 
son, before  us,  the  said  committee,  at  the  Slate- 
House,  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  to  be  examin- 
ed touching  the  premises,  and  to  testify  your 
knowledge  therein:  And  that  yon  brin^f  with 
you  all  such  papers  and  documents  touching  the 
same,  as  may  be  in  your  hands  and  possession; 
and  hereiu  fail  not,  at  your  peril 

Given  under  our  hands  and  seals  at  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  in  committee  aforesaid,  the  tenth 
day  of  July,  in  the  year  aforesaid. 

S.  SiTGREAVES, 
.      ABR.  BALDWIN, 
J.  DAWSON, 
ROB.  O.  HARPER, 
J.  A.  BAYARD. 

United  States,  m, 

7b  Jamea  Carey,  Interpreter  fir  tiu  United 
Slate»,tothe  Oterohee  Nation,  and  Aanalant  at 
the  IVlico  Fhcioiy. 

Whereas  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States  did,  on  the  eighth  day  of  July,  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  ninety-seven,  resolve  as  follows,  to  wit : 

Reioleed,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  m^ 
9  and  report  Artides  of  Impeachment  against  Wtl> 
1  Blonnt,  a  Senator  of  the  United  Statea,  impeached 

Sthis  HoDja,  of  high  dimes  and  misdemsanma,  and 
at  the  said  committee  have  poww  (o  send  for  persons, 
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"  Ordered,  ThM  Mr.  Sitcmva,  Mr.  Bildwin,  Mr. 
DaWKm,  Mt.  UMper,  ud  Mr.  Dnna,  be  *  comoiittee, 
-pnnuuit  to  the  md  reiolulioD." 

And  whereas  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  United  Slates  did,  on  ihe  tenth  day  of  July,' 
the  year  aforesaid,  further  resolve  and  order,  i 
follows,  to  wit: 

"  Sitoliitd,  Hut  the  oomnullea  appoioted  to 


"  Reaohed,  ThM  the  nid  committee  be  iiutiiicted  to 
inquire,  end,  b;  all  lawfdl  uaane,  lo  di>eo«ei  Ihe  whole 
n&tnra  end  extent  of  the  oBenee,  whereof  Williun 
Btoont  stand*  impeached,  and  who  are  the  parties  and 
Uaodatee  therein. 

"  Ordered,  Thai  Mr.  Dana  be  eicnaed  from  serviDg 
on  the  committee  appointed  to  prepare  and  nport  Ar- 
Iklea  of  Impaadiment  againil  WiUiam  Bloont,  a  Sen- 
ator «f  the  United  Sutea,  and  that  Mr.  Bayard  be  of 
the  said  ooanittee  in  his  stead." 

You  are  hereby  required,  in  pursuance  of  the 
•nihority  vested  in  us,  the  said  committee,  by  the 
resolutions  and  orders  aforesaid,  that  laving  aside 
all  manner  of  business  and  excuse  wnatsoevei, 
yon  be  and  appear  forthwith,  in  your  proper  per- 
aon,  before  oa,  Ihe  said  committee,  at  the  State- 
House,  in  Philadelphia,  to  be  examined  touching 
the  premises,  and  to  testify  your  knowledee  there- 
in :  And  that  you  bring  with  you  all  sucn  papers 
and  documents,  touchiog  the  same,  as  may  be  in 
your  hands  and  possession ;  herein  fail  not,  at  your 
peril. 

GiTen  under  our  hands  and  seals,  at  (he  city  of 
Philadelphia,  in  committee  aforesaid,  the  tenth 
day  of  July,  in  the  year  aforeaaid. 

S.  81TQRBAVBS, 
A,  BALDWIN, 
J.  DAWSON, 
R.  G.  HARPER. 
J.  A.  BAYARD. 


(K.) 
Philadelphia,  July  10,  1797. 

Sir:  The  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States  has  impeached  William  Blount,  of 
the  State  of  Tennessee,  for  certain  acts  of  his. 
Ending  (0  endanger  the  peace  of  the  Union,  ana 
whereof  there  is  reason  to  suppose  from 'some  of 
hia  letters,  that  you  have  some  Knowledge. 

A  committee  has  been  appoioted  to  conduct 
this  impeachment,  and  to  make  a  full  inquiry  into 
the  whole  afiair;  and  this  committee  has  conceiv- 
ed that  your  testimony  might  be  of  great  import- 
ance in  bringiitg  this  transaction  fully  to  light. 
Th«r  have,  ther^ore,  directed  me  to  write  to  you 
on  the  subject,  requesting  your  attendance  with 
all  letters  and  papers  in  ^our  possession,  from 
William  Blount,  and  assuimg  tou  that  your  ex- 
penses in  coming  and  goiitg  shall  be  defrayed,  and 
that  you  shall  return  without  molestation  or  nnne- 
ceKary  delay. 

The  committee  flatter  themtelves,  sir,  that  you 
will  comply  with  this  request,  whereby  yon  will 


confer  an  important  obligation  on  the  Goicn. 
ment,  and  may  contribute  much  to  preseirt  tkt 
peace  and  prosperity  of  the  United  States. 

It  will  be  essential  that  yon  should  arrive  hm 
with  as  much  expedition  as  possible. 

I  am,  sir,  by  order  and  on  behalf  of  the  Comiaii- 
tee  of  the  Hoose  of  Representatives, 

S.  SITGREAVES,  Chaimu. 

Mr.  JoBH  RooEBs, 

Bendent  in  the  Cherokee  Nation. 

(L.) 
War  OrncE,  My  10,  1T97. 
Sir  :  A  letter  having  lately  be^  detected,  tmi- 
ten  bv  WiUiam  Blount,  to  Mr.  Carey,  conliiniiij 
certain  crimimJ  matters,  in  which  meniion  is 
made  of  one  to  be  forwarded  to  jou,  and  thai  jwi 
were  advised  therein  to  do  certain  things  afictii{ 
the  United  States,  and  the  same  having  becnnl- 
mitted  CO  Congress  by  the  President,  theHoowcf 
Hepresentaliveshave  ordered  a  committee  <^tkeii 
members,  to  sit  in  their  recess,  with  power  towd 
for  persons,  papers,  and  records,  that  the  projeei 
might  be  more  perfectly  known  and  undeistooi 
I  enclose  you  a  letter  from  the  said  commiitw,  n- 
questing  your  attendance  in  Philadelphia,  to  gin 
information  in  the  premises,  and  request  ihstrm 
will  lose  no  time  in  complying  [herewith.  Iiull 
take  care  that  the  expense  of  your  journey,  hiibo 
and  back  again  shall  be  paid.  As  you  can  resdei 
a  service  to  truth  and  10  vour  country,  by  comifij 
forward,  I  hAve  no  doubt  but  ibat  ytm  will  k 
everything  that  is  proper  and  patriotic  on  litiit- 

I  am,  sir,  with  respect  your  obedient  serrul. 
JAMES  McHENilT. 
Mr.  John  RooBBa, 

Setident  in  the  Cherokee  Nation. 


(M.) 
War  Office,  July  10, 1793. 

Sir:  The  House  of  RefvesentativeshavingiB- 
peached  Mr.  William  Blonnt,  of  high  crimes  ui 
misdemeanorsj  and  appointed  a  committee  of  iheit 
body,  to  send  for  persons,  papers,  and  records,  ud 
the  said  committee  being  desirous  to  receite  you 
information,  in  person,  touching  what  you  uo* 
relative  to  Mr.  Blount's  criminal  project,  yon  will 
be  pleased  to  respect  their  warrant,  ana  tuend 
their  messenger  to  PhiUdelpbia.  I  shall  takccaxe 
that  your  expenses,  going  and  resuming,  shall  bt 
paid. 

I  am,  sir,  youi  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  McHENRY. 

To  James  Carey,  Interpreter  at  TiUieo. 

(N.) 
War  OrPicB,  July  10, 1797. 
Sir:  The  Houae  of  Representatives  of  iki 
United  Stales,  having  impeaclied  William  Blount 
a  Senator  ofthe  United  States,  of  high  crimes  uil 
misdemeanors,  and  appoinleda  committee  of  tbeic 
body  to  send  for  penons,  papers,  and  records,  iii<i 
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the  said  committee  having  issued  a  warrant  to  ap- 

gehend  and  bring  before  them  Major  James 
raat,  of  the  State  of  TeoDessee,  and  subpcEDBs 
for  James  Carer,  aod  Joba  Rogers,  wiih  their  pa- 
pera,  res^iiTely  :  You  will  b«  pleased  to  Ktire  to 
the  said  ustroments,  and  their  bearer,  all  lawful 
aid  in  four  power,  lo  carrv  their  object  into  eficcL 
I  ai&,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  ser- 
Tant 

JAMES  McHENRY. 
Colonel  Datid  Henlt. 

Agent  fir  the  War  Department,  KnomiUt. 

(O.)  ■ 
pHii^DEJUPBU,  July  11, 1797. 
You  are  to  proceej  without  delay  lo  Knoiville, 
in  the  State  of  rCenaessee.  The  object  of  yout 
mission  is  to  take  into  your  possession  and  custo- 
dy, the  person  and  papen  of  James  Grant,  of 
KnoxTille,  agreeably  to  the  warrant  with  which 

Jou  are  charged,  and  return  with  them  to  Fhila- 
lilphia.  It  will  be  necessary  lo  avail  yourself  of 
the  aid  and  adrice  of  the  officers  of  the  Gkivern- 
ment  of  the  United  Slates,  to  whom  you  are  re- 
commended by  letters  put  into  your  bands  from 
the  Secretary  of  War.  As  soon  as  you  find  Mr. 
Orant,  and  such  papers  as  he  may  have  in  his 
possession,  in  your  power,  you  wiUet  him  know 
that  It  is  your  wish  to  prerent,  as^R  as  possible, 
anything  that  may  be  disagreeable  to  hitn  tn  the 
manner  of  his  coming  to  this  place.  That  be 
may  come  merely  as  a  fellow-traveller,  if  he  con- 
sents to  sucb  regulations  for  tfie  conveyance  of 
himself  and  his  papers,  as  you  may  jud^e  neces- 
sary to  insuce  their  arrival  at  this  place  m  safety. 

You  will  be  careful  to  secure  well,  and  put  your 
seat  on  sucb  papers  as  you  may  take  into  your  pos- 
sesaioD,  in  the  presence  of  the  person  to  whom 
they  belong^  and  assure  him  tl^t  they  will  be 
opened  in  His  presence,  if  he  desires  it,  and  e. 
ined  solely  with  reference  to  the  snbiect  ol  .._ 
peacfament  now  depending  against  Wm.  Blount, 
Esquire,  and  such  as  are  found  not  to  relate  lo 
that  subject,  will  be  immediately  returned  to 
him. 

You  will  be  particular  in  securing  all  papers  oi 
letters  from  William  BlounL 

Al  Knoxville,  Col.  Henly,  the  agent  for  tbi 
War  Department,  will  give  you  information  how 
to  find  John  Carey  and  John  Rogers,  to  deliver  to 
them  the  letters  directed  lo  them,  and  to  serre  the 
subpoenas  on  them— who,  it  is  expected,  will  ac- 
company you  lo  this  place.     ~ 

^f  the  committee  should  not  be  in  session  on  youi 
arrival  here,  yau  will  take  your  directions  from 
the  Secretary  of  War. 

You  are  requested  to  use  all  possible  despatch 
in  your  ionrney  lo  Tennessee,  and  on  your  re- 
turn to  Philadelphia ;  for  this  purpose  you  will 
take  relay  horses  as  there  shall  be  occasion ;  and 
if  any  opportunity  should  offer  lo  write  to  the 
comtnittee  while  you  are  on  the  road,  you  will 
communicate  any  informaiion  in  your  power  to 
the  commit  tee.  under  cover  to  the  Secretary  of] 
War.  I 


If  yonr  eoaversations  with  Major  Grant,  or    ' 
Offers,  or  Carey,  should  produce  any  important 
sclosures,  connected  with  the  business  in  which 
e  committee  is  engsffed,  yon  will,  in  such  case, 
apply  yourself  to  Mr.  Hawkina,  or  Col.  Henley,  or 
other  agent  of  the  United  States,  in  that  country, 
for  directions  how  to  act,  and  endeavor,  with  the 
aid  of  the  civil  authority,  to  secure  tbe  petaona 
and  papers  of  any  who  shall  appear  to  be  con- 
cerned in  the  plot. 

Wishing  you  success  in  your  obsion,  I  am,  by 
order,  and  on  behalf  of  the  committee,  sir,  your 
most  obedient  serrant, 

S.  SITQREATES,  Cbairmao. 
To  Major  Thomas  Lewis. 


(P-). 
OiRHAEn'OWH,  Sept.  25, 1797. 

.  a :  In  obedience  to  the  instructions  of  the 
committee,  dated  the  llih  of  July  last,  and  handed 
me  on  the  lUy  follovving,  I  set  out  on  ihe  13ih  for 
the  State  of  Tennessee,  and  proceeded  with  all  pos- 
sible despatch  ihaf  my  health  would  admit  of,  and 
arrived  at  Knoxville  on  the  27th  in  the  evening. 
Early  on  tbe  morning  of  the  2Stb.  I  waited  upon 
and  served  the  precept  on  Major  James  Orant,  in 
company  with  Colonel  D.  Henly,  Agent  of  War  at 
that  place;  after  which  Mr.  Qrant  produced  all 
his  papers,  which  Colonel  Henly  and  myself  care-- 
fully  examined,  culling  all  those  thai  appeared 
attached  to  his  domestic  concerns.  The  balance 
of  his  papers  I  put  my  seal  carefully  upon  in  the 
presence  of  Mr.  Grant. 

On  my  arrival  at  Knoxville,  Colonel  Henty 
sent  an  express  for  Carey,  who  was  ai  TelUco 
block-house,  employed  as  an  interpreter  in  the 
public  store  at  that  place,  and  who  came  immedj- 
Blely  lo  Knoiville  at^er  the  receipt  of  Colonel 
Henly's  letter.  Rogers,  I  found,  was  in  the  Creek 
nation,  and  had  been  senl  for  by  Colonel  Hawkins, 
previouslv  to  my  arrival  al  Knoxville.  As  it  waa 
a  desirable  thing  with  me  to  bring  Rogers,  as  well 
as  Grant  and  Carey.  I  was  induced  to  wait  until 
the  10th  ot  August,  in  expectation  that  he  might 
arrive  by  that  time  ;  in  this  I  was  disappointed. 
Colonel  Hawkins  and  Henty  pressed  me  to  stay  a 
few  days  longer,  expecting  daily  Rogers's  arrival, 
and  with  him  some  information  which  might  be 
useful  lo  Ihe  General  Government.  Not  hearing 
anythir^  during  my  stay  at  Knoxville,  or  having 
any  reafin formation  of  Rogers  being  on  the  way, 
I  set  out  on  the  20lh  of  August  with  Major  Grant. 
Carey  I  sent  off  on  the  13th,  with  directions  to 
proceed  on  to  Abinglon,  in  Virginia,  where  he 
should  wait  nntil  I  should  arrive. 

Colonel  Henly  was  desirous  I  should  accompa- 
ny him  to  Colonel  King's  iron  works,  as  he  ex- 
pected to  collect  some  useful  information  in  that 
quarter.  This  circuitous  route  detained  me  three 
days  longer  than  I  expected,  after  wliich  I  made 
the  best  of  my  way  for  Philadelphia,  and  arrived 
at  Germantown  with  Messrs.  Qrant  and  Carey  on 
the  13th  instant. 
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I  have  tbe  honor  to  be,  very  reBpecifuUy,  your 
inoEl  obedient  serrant, 

T.  LEWIS, 
Capt.  2d  U.  S.  Regmt*a. 
The  Hon.  Sauoel  Sitgreaves, 

PkUadelfihia. 


SiB  ;  Agreeably  to  your  ditecdoDS  to  me  in  the 
letter  brought  express  by  Mr.  Byers,  I  inrited  the 
honorable  Mr.  Hawkins  and  Jndge  McNairy 


proceed  lo  Tellico,  for  the 
persons  under  suspicion  of  knowing  the  contents 
and  the  plan  laid  against  QoTernment,  in  a  letter 
written  by  Gov.  Bloant,  and  after  examinations 
which  took  place  yesterday,  this  morning  Carey 
brought  forward  another  letter  from  Groremor 
Blount,  to  Rogers,  by  which  it  appears  that  Chis- 
hohn  aftd  Rogers  have  full  knowledge  of  ifae 
pUn. 

Mr.  Hawkins  being  more  competent  to  such  ex- 
aminations than  myself,  I  submitted  to  him  tbe 
whole  conducting  of  it.  • 

The  examinatiOAsof  Carey  and  Lovely,  ace om- 
panied  with  Mr.  Hawkins's  letter,  make  it  unne- 
cessary for  me  to  be  more  particularg  and  I  have 
only  to  assure  you,  that  I  shall  be  faithful  to  my 
trust,  and  will  use  all  means  to  ^tve  Giovernment 
the  fullest  information  respecting  every  occur- 


.  .  lis,  Mr.  Hawkins  and  myself 

thought  it  most  advisable  for  Mr.  Byers  to  return 
immediately  to  you  with  the  proceedings  as  far  as 
we  could  oWin  information.  In  tbe  meantime 
we  shall  seud  for  Rogers,  and  get  all  that  may  be 
got  from  him  and  forward  to  yon. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  humble  aer- 
▼knt, 

DAVID  HENLY, 
Agent  War  Departnienl. 
Hon.  James  McHenhy, 

Secretary  of  War. 

(R.) 
Tellico,  Jtdy  9,  1797. 
Isent  youfromKnozville,  the  4th  of  May. copies 
of  the  originals  herewith  enclosed.  I  have  writ- 
ten to  you  frequently  since,  but  dates  I  do  not  re- 
collectj  and  my  papers  are  all  at  a  distance  from 
me.  On  tbe  5i&  I  enclosed  to  you,  fiom  Koox- 
ville,  with  a  long  letter,  the  examination  of  James 
Carey.  I  thougnt  it  my  duty  to  interpose  as  soon 
as  I  got  oat  of  the  woods,  and  sift  that  a&ir  tho- 
rougbly.  Upon  the  return  of  Mr.  Byers,  Colonel 
HeSy  called  on  the  agent  in  the  Indian  depart- 
ment to  accompany  him  here,  with  Judge  Mc- 
Nairy.  We  have  now  sent  tbis  second  examina- 
tion, and  an  original  letter  from  Mr.  Bloont  to 
Rogers.  When  1  first  examined  Carev,  I  did  it 
mlonej  he  was  much  alarmed  ;  I  assured  him  all  I 
wanted  was  the  truth,  and  that,  if  he  was  faithful 
to  the  Qovemment,  he  had  not  anything  to  fear. 


and  the  proof  I  required  of  bis  fidelity,  was  a  di*- 
closuie  of  alt  he  knew  relative  to  the  contents  of 
the  letter,  and  that  no  part  of  his  narrative  should 
militate  against  himseli,  or  affect  bis  present  stand- 
ing in  the  Qovemment.  He  communicated  to  me 
allihai  he  said  he  knew.  I  replied,  that  1  wa» DOt 
satisfied  with  his  communication,  that  I  gare  him 
until  the  next  day  to  recollect  himself,  and  then  I 
would  examine  him  again.  This  I  did  aa  detailed 
to  you.  Notwiihstanding  the  answers  of  Caier 
do  not  correspond  with  tbe  expectation*  whieli 
naturally  arise  from  reading  the  letter,  I  am  in- 
clined to  think  they  are  substantially  true.  That 
a  man  who  lias  acted  in  so  high  offices  as  the 
writer  of  the  letter  has  done,  should  so  commit 
himself,  must  be  attributed  to  a  long  series  of  base 
conduci  which  seems  to  have  bnoyed  him  and 
his  followers  above  shame.  For  a  genetal  idea 
into  this  conduct,  you  have  only  to  iiupect  into 
the  records  in  your  own  office. 

I  have  the  hontH'  to  be,  with  great  respect,  yoot 
obedient  servant, 

BENJAMIN  HAWKINS. 

Hon.  James  McHbnbt, 

Seervttaytf  War. 

(90 

^        PHII.A  DELPHI  A,  .hify  14, 1797. 

Sir:  The  Committee  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  United  States,  having  reason  to 
believe  that  Mr.  Miichel,  of  the  State  of  Tennes- 
see, is  possessed  of  important  informaiion  relative 
to  the  business  with  which  they  are  occupied, 
have  issued  their  precept  in  the  nature  of  a  snb- 
ptEua,  requiring  his  attendance  before  them  forth- 
with, to  be  examined  on  the  subject. 

This  precept  is  now  enclosed  to  be  served  b^  you, 
conformably  to  the  instructions  given  to  you  in  the 
cases  of  Carey  and  Rogers.  The  committee  have 
ii  not  in  their  power  to  inform  you  particularly  of 
iTie  place  of  his  residence;  tbu  you  must  ascertain 
by  inquiry.  It  is  very  desirable  that  you  may  be 
able  to  brin^  him  with  you  when  you  return  j  but 
if  you  find  it  impracticable  to  serve  the  precept 
yourself,  without  inconvenient  delay  to  the  other 
objects  of  your  mission,  you  will,  under  the  direc- 
tions of  Colonel  Henly,  or  Mr.  Hawkins,  commit 
it  to  some  confidental  person  to  execute. 

We  cannot  discover  with  satisfactory  certainty, 
the  christian  name  of  Mr.  Mitchel.  He  made  a 
commimication,  on  the  subject  which  we  are  de- 
sirous of  investigating,  to  tbe  Spanish  Minister, 
wbo  calls  bim  Medad  Mitchd,  and  describes  him 
to  be  a  tall  and  slender  young  man,  with  dark  hair; 
he  may  be  further  known,  by  tbe  i!ircumstance  of 
his  having  received  a  letter  from  Chisholm,  dated 
Philadelphia,  March  16th,1797,  directed  to  Messrs. 
Mitchel  aod  Craige,  which  letter  be  communica- 
ted to  the  Chevalier  d'Yrujo.  When  yon  have 
ascertained  bis  name,  yon  will  please  to  fill  up  the 
blank  in  the  subpmna  accordingly. 

Carey  and  Rogers  have  been  assored,  by  tbe 
letters  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  which  were  de- 
livered to  you,  that  their  expenses  going  and  com- 
ing would  be  reimbursed  to  taem.    The  same  assn- 
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ranee  ranit  be  given  to  Mitchel,aDd  if  he  should 
not  have  the  actual  meapa,  tbe  agent  of  the  Wai 
Department,  Col.  Henly,  will  doiibdes)  advance 
what  will  be  sufficient  to  bring  him  to  this  city. 

I  am,  lir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

S.  SITOREAVES,  Chairman. 

Major  Lewis. 

(T.) 
Philadglpbia,  Jt^  25, 1797. 
a  Phillips  Ripley 
introdaced  to  the  Committee  of 
Repreaent&cives,  and  save  la  them  tht  iuit»  luabiuu. 
of  whifth  the  enclosedis  a  copy.  As  i[  is,  in  several 
points,  Tarianl  from  the  purport  of  your  past  com- 
muuicatious,  and  refers  to  evidence  which  is 
said  to  be  in  your  possession,  but  which  has  not 
been  yet  delivered  to  the  committee;  we  request 
that  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  inform  us  how  far 
Ur.  Ripley's  representation  corresponds  with  the 
fact,  and  whether  there  is  anything  within  your 
knowledge  which  can  have  given  rise  to  his  sug- 
gestions. If  you  should  return  to  Philadelphia 
beforeyouT  embaicatton  for  Alsiers,  the  committee 
further  request  that  you  will  let  them  see  you  on 
the  subject;  and  that,  in  the  interim,  you  will 
please  to  write  to  the  committee,  immediately  on 
the  receipt  of  this  letter,  and  acquaint  us  how 
SDOD  you  expect  to  be  in  this  city. 

1  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servanL 

S.  SITGREAVES,  Chairman. 

Capt.  William  Eaton, 

Brimfdd.  MoMockutUU. 

(D.) 
Briuflelu,  Maaa.,  July  29,  1797. 
Sib:  Mr.  John  Phillips  Riptey.soD  of  a  very 
Tespeciable  Professor  of  Divinity  and  the  Lan- 
euages,  in  Dartmouth  College,  now  resident  in 
Phiudelphia,  was  cotemporary  with  me  at  that 
Seminary ;  and  (hough  young,  wasamong  the  circle 
of  my  friends  there.  He  has  been  so  since  the  re- 
newal of  our  acquaintance  at  PhiUdelphiai  on 
my  return  from  New  Yoth,  I  said  to  him  that 
four  or  five  enigmatical  letters  from  Blount  (o  Ro- 
majrne  were  found  among  the  papers  of  the  latter, 
which  undoubtedly  had  reference  to  ihe  coospiia- 
cy ;  that,  from  his  own  concession,  1  had  concluded 
IMt  letters  of  more  importance  were  destroyed  ; 
that  OM  letter  was  found,  amot.g  some  aealecieo 

Eipers,  signed  by  Robert  Liston,  at  which  Doctor 
omayne  discovered  evident  perturbation,  and  that 
tbisletter countenanced  the  coui'piracy.  That  the 
Secretary  of  State,  hearing  I  bad  mentioned  this 
circumslaoce,  intimated  to  me  that  it  was  impro- 
per) that  Mr.  Hod^on  had  done  the  same,  aod 
thai  I  had  written  him  on  the  subject 

Colonel  Pickerine  said  nothing  to  me  of  the 
effects  a  discovery  o?  facts  relative  to  Mr.  Liston's 
letter  would  have  on  the  minds  of  the  people;  he 
said  nothing  of  insuring  the  views  of  the  Gk)vera- 
ment;  nothing  of  the  bad  policy  of  offendm'g  the  i 
British  Minister  or  his  aatioo,  not  anything  of 
Great  Briiain  being  the  only  friend  we  have,  j 
5lh  Con.— 74 


These  ideas  Mr.  Ripley  must  hare  mistaken  from 
mv  letter  to  Mr.  Hodgdon,  on  the  propriety  of 
which  I  did  consult  mm,  believing  nim  to  be  a 

young  man  of  confidence,  and  a  friend  to  the  Gov- 
ernment. 1  have  not  an  accurate  copy  of  that 
letter,  or  it  should  accompany  this.  Probably  it 
may  still  be  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Hodgdon ;  if  so,  it 
may  show  the  inconsistency  of  making;  Mr.  Pick- 
ering the  author  of  ideas  and  coocUisions,  which 
will  there  appear  to  be  tiie  result  of  my  own  re- 
flections, and  will  evince  the  inaccuracy  of  tfa« 
impressions  left  on  the  mind  of  Mr.  Ripley. 

The  expressions,  "several  important  letters," 
"  positive  proof  that  the  British  Oorernmeut  wu 
at  the  bottom  of  the  conspiracy ;"  "  that  ih^e  let- 
ters oSer  rewards  to  those  who  would  engage  in 
the  enterprize ;"  "  rubbii-h"  and  "  reprimand,"  do 
not  recur  so  familiarly  to  me  as  il  seems  they  did 
to  Mr.  Ripley.    1  disclaim  them. 

No  information  has  been  inmypossession  which 
has  not  been  delivered  to  the  committee. 

I  expect  to  sail  ftoin  Philadelphia  far  the  coast 
of  Barbary  so  soon  as  the  frigate  fitting  out  for 
the  Dey  of  Algiers  shall  be  rigged  and  equipped. 
This,  Colonel  Pickering  informed  me,  would  be 
the  ensuing  Autumn.  I  shall  repair  to  that  port 
)n  receiving  orders,  and,  immediately  on  arriving 
0  the  city,  will  do  myself  the  honor  to  wait  on 
he  committee. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  great  respect, 
fma  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 
WILUAM  EATON. 

Hon.  Mr.  Si  to  reaves. 

(V.) 


,  1,  1797. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  29th 
Jnly.    Tbe  committee  are  obljsed  to  you  for  the 
promptitude  of  your  reply.    But  as  the  informa- 
tion of  Mr.  Ripley  has  been  given  on  oath,  and 
will,  of  course,  form  a  part  of  the  body  of  the  tes- 
timony collected   by   ine  committee,  it  is  proper 
that  your  evidence  should  be  accompanied,  as  far 
as  is  practicable,  with  equal  solemnity.    It  is, 
lheref'>re,  the  request  of  the  committee  that  you 
would  appear  before  some  judicial  character  of 
the  highest  grade  in  the  vicinity  of  your  resideoce^ 
and  make  a  deposition,  upon  oath,  of  your  know- 
ledge relative  to  the  subject-matter  with  which 
the  committee  are  charged,  and  rarticularly  with 
lation  to  the  facts  deposed  by  Mr.  Ripley. 
Mr.  Thomas  Odiorne  has  also  appeared  before 
e  committee,  and  madead^)ositioncorrespond- 
g,  in   general,  with   Mr.  Ripley's.     You  will, 
therefore,  be  so  obliging  as  to  include  in  yournar- 
the  subject  ofyour  conversations  with  Mr. 
le  also.     And  you  will  desire  the  magistrate 
who  shall  take  your  deposition  to  forward  it,  un- 

This  is  all  that  can  he  done  at  present,  without 
lurring  a  greater  expense,  and  giving  yon  more 
trouble  than  tbe  committee  think  me  occasion 
would  juslify.  But  il  is  their  further  request,  that 
when  you  shall  come  to  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
before  your  departure  for  Africa,  you  will  apprize 
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them  of  your  >irivil,aiid  make  such  oihei  or  fur- 
ther dep<»itioii  aa  thev  $h&!l  deeia  necessary. 
I  am,  sir,  youc  obedient  serrant, 

S.  SITGREAVES,  Chairman. 
Captain  William  Eaton, 

BrtTT^kld,  Meutachutett*. 

(W.) 
Sfhinqpield,  Sept.G,  1797. 

S[R :  I  am  this  morniD^  honored  with  your  let- 
ter of  the  1st  instant ;  mine  of  the  29th  July  con- 
tain* my  answer  to  Mr.  Ripley's  deposition,  hut 
tm  it  cannot  be  admitted  aa  eTidence,  I  unite  my 
oath  to  the  statement  herewith  enclosed.  I  felt 
SBionished  at  tbe  inconsistency  of  tbe  letter  sign- 
ed  Robert  Liston,  fouod  amoog  Romayoe's  pa- 
pers, with  the  expianalion  of  the  British  Minister 
on  toe  subject  of  the  conspiracy,  wesen led  in  a 
billet  to  the  Secretary  of  3tate.  The  letter  made 
the  same  impression  on  Messrs.  Harrison,  Qiles, 
and  Benbridge,  and,  if  I  discerned  accurately,  the 
committee  were  not  otherwise  impressed.  My 
letter  to  Mr.  Hodgdon  on  this  subject  is  expre&- 
siTe  of  my  feehnga.  That  letter  I  read  to  Ripley 
and  Odiorne,  (he  former  of  whom  had  been  a  can- 
didate for  an  Eiecntive  appointment  under  Oor- 
emment^and  told  me  he  had  eiperieneed  the 
ftiendshipof  Mr.  Pickering ;  the  latter  was  soli- 
citing a  place  in  some  puUic  office — both  profes- 
sedly friends  to  the  Executive  measures,  and  both 
had  plighted  their  faith  and  honor  to  keep  my 
confidence.  I  am  informed  by  my  friend  By ers. 
that  both,  in  violation  of  that  faitb  and  honor,  and 
of  truth,  also,  have  since  aggravated  this  informa- 
tion to  tbe  Spanish  Minister.  I  knew  the  Toung 
men  in  embarrassed  circumstances,  but  believed 
their  honesty  impregnable.  Peeling  for  the  disap- 
pointment of  Ripley  (for  he  had  formed  sanguioe 
expectations)  in  not  obtaining  the  appointment  to 
the  Consulship  of  Tripoli,  I  requested  that  he 
would  accept  a  room  and  lodgings  in  my  house, 
and  tbe  use  of  my  library,  to  qudify  himself  for 
the  practice  of  the  law,  with  an  attorney  who  I '~~ 
near  me,  and  that  he  would  use  my  name  to 
tain  such  credit  as  would  be  necessary  in  the  pros- 
ecution of  bis  studies,  till  the  avails  of  busmess 
would  enable  him  to  refund  his  expenses.  He  did, 
with  seeming  gratitude,  accept  the  offer,  but  has 
since  passed  through  my  neighborhood.  J  am  told, 
without  calling  on  me.  1  can  no  other  way  ac- 
count for  this  neglect  than  by  a  conjecture  that 
HEADY  MONET  has  diverted  him  from  his  resolu- 
tions, and  this,  indeed,  is  uncharitable.  Mr.  Odi- 
orne has  at  least  been  a  spectator  in  all  these 
transactions,  and  has  not  less  experienced  my 
frieDdsbip.  I  would  not,  sir.  ask  your  condescen- 
sion to  the  perusal  of  these'  individual  concerns, 
did  they  not  tend  to  show  the  relation  in  which 
these  deponents  should  consider  themselves  with 
me,  and  that,  to  a  violation  of  good  faith,  they 
have  added  ingratimde. 

With  great  respect.  I  have  the  honor  to  remain, 
sir,  your  most  obedient  and  fery  humble  servant, 
WILLIAM  EATON. 

Hon.  Mr.  Si  to  reaves. 


(No.  1.) 
Pbiladelpria,  fibnutry  9, 1797. 
Dear  Sia :  I  persevere  in  my  determination  re- 
specting a  certain  business,  as  expressed  to  you  at 
New  York.    I  am  without  the  eq>ected  letter  from 
you.    If  you  have  anything  worth  communicating 
comes  to  your  knowledge,  1  beg  the  favor  to  receive 
ft  as  early  as  possible. 
And  am,  with  the  sincerest  esteem, 

WILLIAM  BLOUNT. 
Doctor  RoMATNB,  New  Yoric. 
(Free.)     William  Blount. 

(No.  3.) 
Nbw  York,  F^truary  10, 1797. 

Hy  Dear  Sir  :  I  should  have  written  you  be- 
fore, but  1  have  not  been  able  to  learn,  till  lately, 
that  nothing  baa  come  from  Mr.  King  to  any  per- 
sons in  this  city :  I  now  know  that  to  be  the  case. 

Our  news  from  Europe  yon  have  in  Che  pnfatie 
papers.  You  see  with  what  earnestncM  the  Brit- 
ish loan  has  filled,  and  you  see  with  what  bold- 
ness Bonanarte  fights.  There  are  no  omens  of 
peace.  Tne  Directory  agree  to  the  terms  (^com- 
position, yet  they  do  not  mean  to  rive  np  FluUen 
and  the  parts  of  Germany  South  of  the  Rhin^ 
which  are  now  iocorrarated  with  the  Republic, 
one  and  indivisible.  They  can  only  moon  to  give 
up  some  of  the  conquests  in  Italy.  These  terms 
will  not  suit  the  British  as  yet,and  I  am  ftillyper* 
Buaded  that  the  war  will  go  on  with  increasing 
violence,  for  it  will  become  more  and  more  na- 
tional. I  have  reflected  much,  since  yoa  \e(i  me. 
reapecting  our  plaits  to  the  Southward;  and  the 
more  I  think  on  them,  the  more  important  they 
appear  to  me  in  their  consequences.  The  pocket 
sails  on  Tuesday,  and  I  shall  begin  to  write  thii 
evening  fully  on  the  subject,  giving  assurance  thai 
the  friend  we  contemplate  will  go  over  in  May. 
I  am  sure  of  success,  from  a  variety  of  ciresm- 
slancea,  and  am  sure  1  am  not  too  satwuine. 

1  am  really  anxious  to  go  on  to  Philadelbhia  to 
see  you  for  a  few  days,  but  I  am  detaineo  hen. 
The  man  from  whom  I  had  to  receive  twdve  hnn- 
dred  dollars  the  30tfa  a(  this  month  has  Uled: 
I  have  sureties,  but  they  will  not  pay  without 
being  sued, and  theqnestion  is,  whether  I  musiitol 
give  time.  I  have  nearly  tbe  like  sum  due  the  Isi 
of  March,  which  1  must  also  endeaYDv  to  lecaiv, 
for  I  know  I  shall  not  obtain  payment. 

To  add  to  my  disappointment,  I  shall  looe  .£150 
for  house-remt,  from  the  misfortunes  of  my  tes- 

I  trust  and  hope  you  are  of  the  same  mind  yon 
were  about  soing  to  the  Eastward.  I  sm  collect- 
ing all  the  facta  1  can  to  famish  yoti,  and  yon  will 
no  doubt  do  the  same.  Pray  let  me  hear  from 
you  toon. 

I  am,  with  perfect  consideratioa,  your  ossnred 

NICHOLAS  ROHAYNB. 
The  Hon.  Wh.  Blodnt,  Em^ 

Senator  of  the  U.  3.,  PhUaMpltm. 
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(No.  3.) 
New  York,  March  3,  1797. 

I  have  only  Ibis  moment,  mv  dear  friend,  le- 
ceived  your  letters  of  the  9th  and  16th  uhimo,  and 
I  an)  to  censure  myself  very  mDch  for  BOt  having 
called  at  the  pout  office  before. 

I  am  happ^  you  continue  in  youi  seDtimeuta  on 
A  certain  point ;  you  may  be  uinicd  it  is  every- 
tliiag  to  you  end  me.  With  respect  to  peace,  be 
annred  it  is  very  distant,  notwitha landing  what  ii 
said.  It  is  impossible,  under  [vesent  circumstan- 
ces, any  accommodation  can  take  place,  or  peace 
continne  for  nine  months. 

There  are  letters  here  from  Mr.  Monroe.  His 
opinion  is  that  of  peace,  but  I  know  it  i«  founded 
on  a  suppoeition  that  England  must  yield,  in  every 

Eint,  to  France.  T  here  are  letters  from  Mi.  K ; 
writes  with  caution.  The  only  thing  he  says, 
i^  that  the  Minister's  mode  for  a  loan  is  not  pop- 
ular -,  but  the  result  shows  that  Mr.  Pitt  has  gained 
his  object. 

With  respect  to  myself,  1  am  preparing  all  my 
business  to  follow  you.  We  are  here  very  mucn 
perplexed  in  money  matters.  The  one  note  I  men- 
tidned  to  you  is  already  protested,  and  I  hare  ano- 
ther due  to-morrow,  which  will  also  be  protested: 
by  giving  time  they  will  be  secured  to  me.  Pray 
let  me  hear  from  you  by  return  of  post,  and  what 

time  you  will  set  out  tor  ,  when  you  leave 

Philadelphia,  &c. 

Present  me  to  your  lady  and  family,  and  be  as- 
sured of  the  sentiments  of  esteem  with  which  I 
have  the  honor  to  be  your  obliged  servant  and 
friend, 

NICHOLAS  BOMAYNB. 

The  Hon.  Wm.  Blodnt,  Bsq- 

SetuOor  oftht  U.  S.,  PKUadelphia. 

(No.  4.) 
PaiLADXLPBia,  T^tetday,  Starch  7, 1797. 

Dxaa  SiB :  I  have  before  told  you  that  I  per- 
aialed  in  the  jdan  of  going  to  London,  and  I  now 
repeat  it  to  you ;  but  from  what  part  of  America 
I  shall  take  my  passage  is  uncertam ;  and  I  fear  it 
wU)  not  be  convenient  to  take  it  from  New  York. 
Heoce  seems  to  me  lo  arise  a  necessity  that  I  shonld 
see  you  before  my  departure  from  this  place.  ' 

Can't  yon  come  here  on  the  last  of  this  week, 
and  spend  a  few  days,  when  and  where  yon  and 
myseu  can  talk  things  over  once  more?  I  shall 
expect  your  answer  as  early  as  may  be. 

With  the  sincerest  esteem,  your  friend, 

WILLIAM  BLOUNT. 
(  Free.)     William  Blount. 

Dochn  RoMATHi,  New  York. 

(No.  5.) 
Niw  York,  March  8, 1797. 
Mt  Dear  Sib  :  I  have  acknowledged  your  favors 
of  February  last  week ;  since  that  time,  I  have  not 
had  the  pleasare  of  a  line  from  you  respecting  yoar 
ftitu re  operations.  The  last  letters  from  Holland 
speak  of  peaice  as  oat  of  the  question,  and  that  there 


I  do 


t  find 


that  the  death  ot  the  Empress  of  Russia  will  have 
much  effect  on  the  present  politics  ofEuiope.  The 
same  Ministers  will  be  continued ;  and  if  the  new 
Emperor  will  not  meddle  with  State  affairs,  his 
life  wUl  be  continued  to  him;  otherwise  he  will 
be  destroyed,  and  his  wife  will  reign.  Indeed, 
from  late  accounts,  it  is  suspected  that  some  revo- 
lotiooarymovementsarelobeapprehended.  There 
is  a  very  high  aristocracy  in  Russia,  and  they  will, 
with  much  difficulty,  submit  to  the  control  of  a 
sovereign.  The  Bears,  it  seems,  prefer  to  be  gOT- 
erned  by  a  woman. 

I  donot  hear  anything  from  England.  A  packet 
is  hourly  expected  with  the  January  maiL  1  stinU 
write  you  if  anything  occurs. 

I  tiave  read  Mr.  Adams's  speech.  I  expect  the 
greatest  part  of  his  administration  will  consist  of 
speeches  and  orations.  I  fear  much  that  on  Sat- 
urday commenced  an  era  not  very  propitious  to 
OUT  counti7.  The  moat  that  can  be  expected 
from  Mr.  Adams  will  be  a  negative  Magistrate. 
But  it  appears  as  if  be  does  not  mean  lo  give  any 
tone  to  the  Government,  but  to  be  led  by  tbe  Sen- 
ale  and  House  of  Representatives.  Money  is  very 
scarce  here,  indeed ;  and  it  is  said  there  are  very 
great  sacrifices  of  all  kinds  of  property  making, 
every  day  at  auction  at  tbe  Coffee  House.  Mr. 
Macomb  nas  purchased  some  North  Carolina  lands 
here  at  ten  cents  per  acre,  said  to  be  of  good  qual- 
ity. PeoDsylvania  lands  are  offered  here  at  a 
quarter  of  a  dollar,  said  lo  be  good  lands.  R,  Mor- 
ris's notes  are  alone  shilling  in  ihe  pound.  I  have 
much  reason  to  suppose  that  Aese  matters  will 
not  mend,  as  bills  on  London  are  rising,  and  our' 
commerce  getting  more  and  more  emoarrassed. 
I  wish  your  opinion  respecting  the  value  of  Mor- 
ris's  notes,  and  respecting  lands  for  a  friend  of 
mine  here. 

I  am,  with  perfect  consideration,  very  entirety 
yours, 

NICHOLAS  ROMAYNE. 

The  Hon.  Wm.  Bloont,  Esq.,  PhiPa.     ' 

(No.  8.) 
New  York,  March  9, 1797. 

Mr  Deui  Bib  ;  I  have  just  received  your  fiiror 
of  the  7th  instant,  and  em  extremely  sorry  that 
my  sister's  indisposition  will  prevent  me  goinson 
to  Philadelphia  at  the  time  you  have  appointM. 

Your  voyage  wilt  be  very  interesting  to  us  trath, 
and  of  the  h^esl  consequence  to  certain  opera- 
tions. I  hare  therefore  thonghl  much  about  thp 
most  eligible  mode  for  you  to  go.  I  have  con- 
eluded,  in  my  own  mind,  that  it  wonld  be  best  to 
embark  for  Amsterdam  or  Hamburg,  and  for  a 
guinea  yon  can  always  be  landed  in  the  Channel 
by  fishing  boats,  who  are  in  great  nambera  on  the 

coast.    In  this  way  all will  be  done  away 

you  can  go  very  privBtety  from  this  or  Phil- 

edeipbia,  and  you  will  liave  a  moch  better  choice 
of  shipping.  At  any  rate  yon  must  not  go  from 
the  Southward  in  a  vessel  with  naval  stores — yon 
will  be  subject  to  toe  many  chances  of  capture. 
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Another  con; ideraiion  of  moment  ia,  that  1  wish 
Toa  to  see  answers  to  the  letters  I  have  written, 
tectuse  (here  may  be  some  disposition  to  be  made 
in  consequence  of  them.  Let  me  know  when  you 
leare  Philadelphia,  and  if  you  so  to  Washingion 
or  Euoiville.  It  surely  will  be  convenient  for 
you  10  go  from  the  Northward,  and  1  hope  your 
arrangements  will  enable  you  to  set  out  the  begin- 
ning of  May.  Mv  opinion  is  much  for  your  goins 
from  [his  or  Philadelphia,  as  1  have  mentiooed. 
I  shall  inqutie  respecting  shipping,  and  give  you 
taformatioD  in  my  next. 

Yours,  affectionately. 

NICHOLAS  ROMAYNE. 

The  Hod.  Wm.  Bloumt,  Esq.,  PhiFa, 

(No.  7.) 
Philadelphia,  JtforcA  il,  1797. 
Dbab  Sib:  Yesterday  I  receiyed  your  letter  of 
the  8lh,  and  tonJay  that  of  the  Stb  instant.  I  re- 
g^t  that  I  could  not  have  had  the  pleasure  uf  see- 
ing you  at  this  place  before  my  departure  for  the 
Bouihward,  which  will  now  be  in  a  few  days,  and 


such  letters  as  you  shall  write  me  on  or  before  (he 
83d  of  March,  to  this  place,  as  to  that  day  tbey 
will  reach  n^e  free  of  postage,  and  1  shall  direct 
the  postmaster  how  to  forward  them  to  me;  and 
before  (hat  day  I  will  advise  how  to  address  me 
after  that  time.  My  business,  a(  present,  to  (he 
Southward  is  such  tha(  I  cannot  give  more  par- 
ticular instructions  to  you  at  this  time.  I  shall 
certainly  attempt  (o  carry  our  plan  into  execu- 
tion, aod  shall  see  you  a(  New  York,  or  some 
other  convenient  place,  before  my  departure  for 
Europe,  early  io  May.  Mrs.  Blount  is  so  impor- 
tuna[e  (o  go  Io  Knoiville  this  spring,  that  I  have 
not  yet  been  able  to  eay  I  am  not  going  there  with 
her;  hence,  perhaps,  you  may  hear  I  am  gone  to 
Teaneasee;  but  hear  what  you  will,  rest  assured 
I  am  steady  and  de(ermined  to  our  purposes.  Pray 
let  me  hear  from  vou  of(en,  and,  on  my  par(,  1 
promise  to  you  to  Keep  you  well  advised  of  my 
moremeots.  In  the  meantime,  be  assured  that  lar 
with  very  sincere  esteem,  your  obedient  servant, 
W.  B. 
Doctor  RoMAVitB. 

(No.  8.) 
New  York,  JMarcA  11, 1797. 

My  Deab  Sir:  I  regret  very  much,  indeed,  that 
I  have  not  had  it  in  my  power  to  go  on  to  Phila- 
delphia to  meet  yon  as  I  so  sineerdy  wish ;  but  I 
must  communicate  my  sentiments  as  (hey  ot 

You  know  my  sentiments  are,  that  no  peace 
can  lake  place  in  Europe  for  some  years — ceriainly 
not  this  century — at  least  such  is  my  opinion.  1 
am  sure  I  cannot  be  wrong  that  peace  is  not  at 
hand.  You  are,  therefore,  to  coosider  if  the  ob- 
ject we  have  proposed  is  not  of  greater  moment 
the  more  it  is  conaidered.  I  have  mentioned  to 
yon  in  my  last  letter  my  wishes  that  yon  should 
fo  in  tin  Amsterdam  or  a  Hamburg  vessel,  even 


1  May,  I 


in  one  bound  to  France,  if  she  goes  up  ChaDnd, 
in  preference  to  any  other  mode.  I  nave  made 
the  necessary  inquiries,  and  I  am  told  there  will 
be  good  ships  going  from  this  i: 
none  are  specified — you  will  be  ■ 
this  porL 

I  must  communicate  to  you  I 
which  are  strongly  impressed  on  my  mind  :  The 
one  is,  that  you  be  not  seen  or  known  in  any  com- 
mercial or  land  speculation  in ,  for  it  will  be 

of  immoise  disadvantage  if  known^  in  respect  to 
your  other  business,  as  long  as  that  is  pending  ;  if 
you  have  any  views  that  way,  let  it  go  tfarough 
your  brothers  to  Captain  Laurence,  who  is  known 
to  them,  and  is  a  good  man,  or  Mr.  Mullet — this  I 
wish  to  impress  very  much  on  your  mind.  The 
second  is,  that  I  have  reason  to  believe  there  Is  « 
penonal  dislike  in  Mr.  King  towards  von  ;  and 
I  think  it  absolutely  necessary  that  the  oDJKU  we 
contemplate  be  kept  from  him.  Upon  this  head, 
then,  we  are  to  be  prepared  and  aimed,  and  I  shall 
throw  sentiments  of  that  kind  in  all  my  letters  ta 
keep  the  business  from  King,  and  to  anticipate  his 
conduct. 

This  is  all  that  occurs  to  me  now.  As  yon 
know  my  opinions  respecting  the  continaance'of 
the  war,  you  must  know  whit  are  the  prospecti 
of  things  in  the  United  States.  I  (hink  tbey  will 
no(  be  very  flattering.  You  who  are  at  the  head 
of  things  mnst  have  a  great  opportunity  of  know- 
ing how  (bings  will  be.  Let  me  hear  from  yon 
soon,  for  I  am  very  anxious  to  know  your  fntnie 
determination,  ■■  it  must  very  much  govern  mine. 
Yours,  affectionately, 

NICHOLAS  ROMAYNB. 

The  Hon.  Wm.  Bi-odht,  Esq^ 

SenaU  of  the  U.  S.,  PAttofcipAio. 

(N^9.) 
Nbw  York,  March  15,  1797. 


shall  write  you  after  the  23d  on  the  sobjccts  we 
contemplate,  because  the  utmost  caution  is  neces- 
sary for  us  both  to  observe.  The  great  point  is 
now  decided,  and  will  corroborate  the  opintoos  I 
gave  you.  that  the  war  will  go  on ;  and  yon  may 
depe'nd  it  will,  for  some  years,  with  a  degree  «f 
acrimony  and  horror  not  to  be  described.  This, 
then,  is  fixing  one  point  in  (his  state  of  things,  if 
you  and  1  can  benefit  ourselves,  and  be  «i  the 
same  lime  of  service  to  our  fellow  creature,  we 
ought  (o  do  it 

f  find  that  Hamilton  and  our  politicians  here 
are  very  averse  to  the  French  being  in  our  neirii- 
borhood,  and  are  equally  so  that  di ere  should  be 
any  change:  I  am  very  cautiousand circumspect, 
but  I  get  all  the  opinions  I  can.  In  our  business 
we  will  have  notbmg  but  enemies  here ;  therefore 
ihe  utmost  reserve  is  required.  I  shall  give  oat 
that  I  mean  to  visit  some  of  the  States,  and  then 
sit  down  and  ptaciice  physic  here.  I  think  that 
will  kill  all  suspicion  about  my  being  engaged  in 
any  political  matters.  In  my  last  letter  I  gave 
yoD  some  ideas  of  King,  and  of  not  being  seen  ia 
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any  businen  id  a  certain  place,  so  as  to  appear  a 

pure,  digoified  political  character  let  me 

know  if  these  letters  have  reached .    I  never 

was  so  coofidenl  of  success  in  my  life  of  any  busi- 
ness, as  I  am  in  this  of  our  coatenipiatioo. 

I  wish  to  impress  on  your  miad  very  much  lh« 
idea  of  secrecy  in  our  business,  and  not  to  confide 
in  any  on«,  for  it  ipay  be  of  material  disadvantage 
to  as.  This,  perhaps,  may  be  of  momeat  for  you 
to  consider,  i^al  every  means  should  be  used  in  the 
Tennessee,  Kentucky,  &c.,  to  ^ive  everv  assurance 
that  a  certain  couutry  is  certainly  ceded  lo  France. 
That  of  course  all  property  in  these  countries  will 
be  of  no  value,  as  it  will  ba  in  the  neighborhood 
□r  a  hostile  and  warlike  people  who  will  favor  ibe 
liberation  of  all  the  slaves.  As  landed  propnTy 
must  fall  in  these  United  States,  it  is  well  to  sive 
it  this  turn  among  the  Western  people ;  it  wiU  be 
well  to  say  that  the  mouth  and  navigation  of  i 
certain  river  will  be  shut  against  all  Americans 
It  might  answer  to  get  some  meetings  of  the  peopk 
to  instruct  CoDgress  against  the  French  getting 
the  Spanish  cession^  &c.  Tou  may  inQame  the 
minds  of  the  people  m  a  certain  way,  so  as  ni 
let  out  any  of  our  plan,  and  yet  put  things  in  : 
a  situation  as  will  make  our  plan,  when  it  takes 
place,  appear  as  a  salvation,  of  the  people,  oi  as 
''Common  Sense"  was  in  1776,  for  ground  must 
be  prepared  before  seed  will  bear  properly ;  all  the 
fermenlalion  you  can  make  to  the  Southward, 
respecting  the  change  of  possession,  &c.,  the  bet- 
ter i  when  it  is  in  your  bands  it  wUl  be  well  done. 
With  re.'pect  to  the  United  States  we  are  to  be 
pissed  upon  and  degraded,  or  I  am  deceived. 

If  any  new  ideas  should  occur,  I  will  write 
you  again — io  the  meantime  we  nave  no  lime 
lose.  Tou  must  positively  be  aU  ejcpedilion  j 
am  fearful  you  will  hardly  have  time  to  visit  I 
Tennessee,  and  yet  it  may  be  very  necessary. 

Adieu:  Ghidhlessyouand  preserve  you,  wherever 
you  be. 

Tour  affectionate  friend, 

NICHOLAS  aOMATNE. 

The  Hod.  Wk.  Blount,  Esq., 

Senate  of  the  V.  S.,  PhOadel^ua. 

What  would  you  think  of  my  writing  certain 

Sieces  for  the  Enoxviile  Gazette,  &c.7  Burn  or 
e»troy  my  letters. 

(No.  9.  A.) 

11°  Jdhio,  1797. 

Mci  Sbnob  Mio:  Porqualquieraaecidenteque 
sea  que  la  carta  incluida  fui  descubierta,  to  cierto 
es  que  debo  &  enviarla  &  v.  m.  pot  ventura.  sea  un 
eslaboD  de  la  cadena  execrabile  conque  los  ene- 
misos  calladoa  de  nuestra  patria  esparaban  &  des- 
bonrarla. 

Diome  esta  carta,  un  amigo  de  mi,  y  de  mi  pa- 
trio,  en  cuyas  manos  echaba  por  acaso.  y  porque 
flospeehaba  ft  eua  carta  de  estar  el  descubrimiento 
de  una  especulacion  de  tierra,  conservola  pari  si, 
■in  relacion  &  las  razones  de  eslado. 

B.  L.  M.  de  V.  M. 

Bl  enemiro  eterao  de  cada  influencia  estrsDgeis. 

Sr.  Don  T.  PioKSBina. 


N.  B.   Escribo  con  el  espaBol,  aunque  incor* 
rectemente,  porque  es  mui  incognito,  y  en  razoa 
de  que  sot  rodeado  de  los  otros. 
(thanblation.) 

JuMR  11, 1797. 

Sir  :  B^  what  accident  the  enclosed  was  disco- 
vered,  it  is  certain  that  I  should  send  it  to  you. 
Perhaps  it  may  be  a  link  of  the  execrable  chain 
with  which  theaecret  enemies  of  our  country  hope 
to  dishonor  it. 

A  friend  of  mine,  and  of  my  country,  gave  me 
this  letter.  It  came  to  his  hands  by  acciaeot,  and 
as  he  suspected  that  it  was  the  discovery  of  a  land 
speculation,  he  preserved  it  for  himself,  without 
regard  to  reasons  of  State. 

Your  most  obedient  servant,  an  eternal  eneiuy 
to  every  foreign  influence. 

■^  Esq. 


(No.  10.) 
New  Toki,  March  17, 1797. 

Mr  Deab  Sir  :  Testerday  1  acknowledged  yoni 
last  favor  that  came  to  hand,  and  gave  you  some 
ideas  respectiDe  imprecsiuK  certam  facts  on  the 
minds  of  the  Western  people.  I  can  only  repeat 
to  yon,  that  it  might  be  well  in  you  to  advocate 
the  Spaniards  holding  their  pressAl  possessioOL 
■I  most  advantageous  to  the  Western  people,  and 
committees  or  meetings  ought  to  be  held  to  request 
Congress  to  take  the  business  in  hand,  and  re- 
monstrate against  the  French  people,  that  if  they 
do  get  posseKioii,  they  will  oblige  the  Western 
people  to  come  into  all  their  measures  and  ca- 
prices,  or  they  will  shut  up  the  navigation — they 
will  sow  discord  among  the  people,  and  the  value 
of  lands  and  all  property  will  be  greatly  reduced. 

These  facts  and  probabilities  may  be  enlarged 
upon  in  such  manner  as  will  beat  suit  our  pur- 


The  time  is  fast  approaching  in  which  at 

thing  must  be  absolutely  done.    We  have  not 


4D0re  than  six  weeks  time.    I  have  apoken  to  mr 

you  can' 
that  yon  are  immediately  n 


sister  aboot  my  visiting  Europe — as  yet  .  _ 

"""     "        "   '    -"  '"  go,  and  yon  think 


deavor  to  go  myself  if  you  can't.  I  know  thai 
you  will  be  more  important  in  Europe  than  I — so 
you  are  here— for  I  must  be  a  nullity  till  yoti  re- 
turn. In  the  meantime  think  what  will  be  nece^ 
saiy;  act  for  the  best,  and  let  me  hear  from  yov 
early  on  this  last  subject.  At  any  event  we  mutt 
meet  the  beginning  of  May,  and  then  determine. 
Keep  yourself  prepared  to  go  and  I  will  do  Ike 

Tour  afieetionale  friead. 
The  Hon.  Wm.  Blodnt,  £ 
SenaU  of  the  U.  3.,  PI 

(No.  11.) 
Philadelphia,  March  17, 17S7. 
8ih:   On  a  further  investigation  of  mj  bnai- 
neu— after  your  departure  from  here— it  is  msUted 
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on  my  going  to  urope  inslanilv ;  therefore,  I  saik 
to-morraw  at  9  o'clock.  I  shall  expect  to  see  you 
Tery  soone.  ETery  thing  promises  fait— Don'i 
fiill — come  soooe. 

JOHN  CHISHOLM. 
The  Hon.  Wm.  Blodkt,  Baltimore— \i  he  in 
left  Baltimer  to  be  forward  to  A lezaodria,  Virginia. 

(No.  11  A  ) 
Pbil^dbubia,  jHbrtA  17,  1797. 
Dear  Jack  :  I  now  lell  yon  in  Earnest  that,  at 
'  ■    *  '  go  on  board  the  SniD 

E  ngland — Rejec  ted 


nine  o'clock  to-morrow.  I  go 

r  Old  England— Rejected  bv 

u  S^I  now  steere  for  forein  Climes^I  wish 


farorite,  &.  wile  for  C 


■van  well  most  sencerely— and  dam  all  ihe  rest  I 
pray— Dam  C :  D.  H.  and  S.  D.— B.  H— The 
Looorable  8  :  Cr.  W.— the  loss  of  on  is  the  choice 
of  20  and  the  gainea — of  2— to  be  plaine  Jack— I 
will  conquer  or  be  Damd.  Let  me  be  serious 
you  pr.  text  I  may  nesYfr  see  you  permit  me 
tdl  you  that  from  my  harl  &  soule  I  cencerely 
wi^  you  well— &.  Eaver  shall  Esteem  yon  for 
your  Conduct  whilst  in  Philadelphia! — Wher  hon- 
esty and  vertue — is  no  Recbmendatioo — 1  am  De- 
termined to  Dey  or after  I  arrive  in  Urope 

I  will  write  you— My  love  to  Daveson  Lovely 
and  old  Mrs.  MilEer— farewell. 

JOHN  CHISHOLM. 
Colonel  JoHH  McKge,  Teleco  Block-House,  State 
(if  Tennessey,  via  Knozville  Post. 


(No.  11  B.) 

Deer  Rogers — I  am  gone 

Kno  for  what— giv    "        "      " 


r  presence  here  is  essential  to  our  business  ;  all 
busiaess  is,  however,  submitted  to  you,  and 
must  let  me  know  your  mind  soon.  The 
it  question  is,  whether  we  should  have  a  meel- 
before  you  set  out  from  Philadelphia  or  after 
I  return  from  the  Tennessee.  I  would  prefer 
latter,  because  you  will  know  better  how  the 
land  lies.    You  are,  however,  to  judge  Ujion  the 

From  ihe  last  accounts  from  Europe,  England 
wilt  be  hard  run ;  she  must  make  grext  exertiov 
to  save  Portugal. 

T  shall  make  every  arrangement  in  my  a&irs  U 
set  out  front  this  as  early  as  possible. 
Yours,  afiectionately, 

NICHOLAS  ROMAYNE. 
.  The  Hon.  William  Blocst,  Esq- 

StnaU  oj  Om  U.  S.,  Philadelphia. 

(No.  13.) 
New  Yobk,  Mardt  SS,  1797. 
Mt  Dear  Sir  :  Lest  the  letter  I  sent  on  yec- 
terday  should  miscarry,  T  send  you  this  at  a  dupli- 
cate. I  do  not  know  that  anything  can  occor  thai 
will  make  it  requisite  for  me  to  write  you  again 
before  I  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you. 


I  stated   lo  you  ii 
met  your  approbalii 


ihould  have  no  objcclioa 

lelf.     It  is  necessary  some 

,e  should  go  on  the  Wsiness  soon,  and  I  suppose 

in  will  not  be  in  readiness.    I  now  believe  tal- 

,u  will  not  be  wanting ;  a  person  of  conGdence 

„  all  that  will  be  required.     I  think,  therefore,  if 

Enduid — you    i  g^^  you  can  be  ?ery  usefully  engaged  here  in 


DO  for  what— give  love  to  all  my  Indian  friends    n,y  absence,  while  nothing 
hold  yourself  Ready  Keep  everything  secret  &    The  only  difficulty  that  occurs 

must,  therefore,  be  both  in  readiness — the  one 


keep  up  there  spirits — 1  go  lo-morrow- Let  Slig- 
ina  and  Oreeson  kno  what  they  may  ezppect  and 
ikat  they  see  me  Quick  after  my  Return — My 
friend  keep  your  secret  and  mine. 

Pheladelphia 

17th  March,  1797.        JOHN  CHISHOLM. 
OsptaiD  JoBit  RooBRS,  in  the  Cherokee  nation. 

Big  Creek — To  the  care  of  Ignations  Chisbotm, 

Knoxville. 


(No.  12.) 
New  Yore,  March  31, 1797. 
Mv  Dear  Friend  :  I  have  not  be 


for 

n  the 

t  have  hinted  lo  you  in  my  last  that  I  wou' ' 
myself  upon  the  Imsiness  we  contemplate, 
met  your  approbation,  and  you  should  think  it 
most  proper.  My  determination  has  been  founded 
upon  the  necessity  of  a  person  going  soon — to  set 
out  certainly  the  beginning  of  May^-and  I  did 
not  know  thai  you  would  be  fully  in  readiness 
■eeond  reason  is,  that  I  am  sure  that  our  pli 
vill  succeed;  and  that  there  will  be  no  need  of 
Meat  talents  in  the  business;  confidence 
thtid  reason  is  that  you  may  be  advantageously 
engaged  in  this  country  in  my  absence,  whereas  if 
I  Mmain  I  can  do  nothing.   I  have  an  opinion  that 


if  the  other  can't— and  I  hope  to  see  you  hew 
e  last  of  April  with  certainty. 
There  are  despatches  here  from  Mr.  Piockney, 
at  Paris,  and  tluy  are  gone  on  to  the  sew  Fresi- 
denL  It  is  supposed  here  that  Congres*  will  be 
immediately  called,  and  that  it  is  probable  an  em- 
bargo will  be  laid,  and  a  new  Minister  sent  to 
France — al  least,  an  Envoy  Extraordinary — I  am. 
therefore:,  the  more  anxious  about  our  airsnge- 
ments,lest  the  embargo  should  be  laid  and  the 
season  lost  to  us.  Your  presence  here,  therefore, 
about  the  last  of  April  will  be  highly  necenary. 

The  news  from  Kurope  shows  with  certainty 
that  the  war  will  continue  and  perhaps  with  more 
acrimony  than  ever.  England,  I  am  ptfsuaded, 
will  be  hard  run.  but  if  she  acts  with  boldness  and 
firmness,  she  will  gain,  I  am  fully  persuaded,  the 

We  have  no  news  here  of  moment.  Our  Le- 
gislature is  adjourned.  All  people  are  hard  ma 
for  money.  Your  friend,  Mt.  Burr,  has  returned 
to  the  law  and  now  practises  in  our  courts.  There 
wilt  be  great  and  wonderful  changes  in  the  cir- 
cumstances of  people  here  in  the  course  of  three 
or  four  years.  Our  mercbanis  are  under  very 
ilarnis  on  account  of  the  French  cruisers. 


serious  alarnis  oi  . 

Our  commerce,  if  unprotecled,  will  be  very  a 

diminished,  and  yet  it  is  hard  to  say  it  cut  be 
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done.  I  hope  ihis  tetter  will  yet  find  fou  in  Phil- 
adelphia, and  that  I  may  have  your  ideas  about 
my  visitiBg  Europe.  If  you  think  it  will  be  best 
I  will  make  every  preparBiion  and  every  exertion 
and,  as  the  time  la  very  short,  I  am  anxious  fo. 
your  seDtimenta.  Pray,  therefore,  write  me  as 
soon  as  you  c: 


our  meeting  before  you  went  ._    .__    . 

but  I  lure  espreued  a  wish  that  it  may  be  after, 
as  you  may  aiurey  tbiugx  and  know  matters  bet- 
"!r  Ulan  you  can  at  presenL 


I.  WiLLiAH  Blount,  Bm^ 
Senate  <^  the  U.S.,  PhUadeiphia. 


(No.  14.) 
Col.  Kiho's  Ibod  Works, 

April  31, 1797. 

DiAB  Caret  :  I  wished  to  have  seen  you  before 
I  returned  to  Philadelphia,  bat  I  am  obliged  to 
rettira  to  the  session  of  Congress,  which  com- 
mences on  the  15lh  of  May. 

Among  other  things  tliat  I  wished  to  have  seen 
you  about,  was  the  business  Captain  Chisholm 
mentioned  to  the  British  Minister,  last  winter,  at 
Philadelphia. 

I  believe,  but  am  not  quite  sure,  that  the  pitn 
then  talked  of  will  be  attempted  this  fall,  and  if  it 
is  attempted,  it  will  be  in  a  much  larger  vray  than 
then  talked  of,  and  if  the  Indians  act  their  part,  I 
have  no  doubt  btit  it  will  succeed.  A  man  of 
consequence  has  gone  to  England  about  the  bosi- 
nees :  and  if  he  makes  arraogemenis  as  he  expects. 
I  shall  myself  have  a  handin  the  business,  and 
probably  shiill  be  at  the  head  of  the  business  on 
the  part  of  the  British. 

You  are,  however,  to  und^Btand,  that  it  is  not 
yet  quite  certain  that  the  plan  will  be  attempted : 
yet  you  will  do  well  to  keep  things  in  a  proper 
train  for  action  in  case  it  riionld  be  attempted ; 
and  to  do  so  will  require  all  your  manaAemeDt. 
I  say  will  icquire  all  your  maoagemeol,  because, 
yon  must  lakecare  in  whatever  yon  say  to  Rogers 
or  anybody  else,  not  to  let  the  plan  be  discovered 
by  Hawkius,  Dinsmoor,  Byeis.  or  any  other  per- 
son in  theintcR-est  of  the  United  States  nor  Spain. 

If  I  attempt  this  plan,  I  shall  expect  to  have 
you  and  all  my  Indian  conntry  and  Indian  friends 
with  me,  but  you  are  now  in  good  business  I  hope, 
and  you  are  not  to  risk  the  loss  of  it  by  saving 
anything  that  will  hurt  you,  uatil  yoo  sgain  hear 
from  me.  Where  Captain  Chisholm  is  I  do  not 
know,  I  left  him  in  Philadelphia,  in  March,  and 
be  frequently  visited  the  Minister  aod  spoke  upon 
the  subject;  but  I  believe  he  will  go  into  the 
Creek  nation  by  way  of  South  Carolina  or  Oeor- 

r'a.  He  gave  out  he  was  gaing  lo  England,  hut 
did  not  believe  him  Among  things  that  yoti 
mav  safely  do,  will  be  to  keep  up  my  cmsequence 
witn  Watts  and  the  Creeks  and  Cherokees  gene- 
rally ;  and  you  must,  by  no  means,  say  anyuting 
in  favor  of  Hawkins,  but,  as  often  as  you  can 


the  Indians  expect  or 
probable  the  lodians 


with  safetv  to  yourself,  you  may  teach  the  Creeks- 
to  believe  he  ie  no  better  than  he  should  be.  Any 
power  or  consequence  be  sets  will  be  against  our 
plan.  Perhaps  Ro^rs,  who  has  no  office  to  lose, 
IS  the  best  man  to  give  out  talks  against  Hawkins. 
Read  the  letter  to  Rogers,  aad  if  you  think  it  be«t 
to  send  it  to  him,  put  a  wafer  in  it,  and  forward  it 
to  him  by  a  safe  hand ;  or,  perhaps,  you  had  best 
send  for  him  to  come  to  you,  and  speak  to  him 
yourself  respecting    the   state   and    prospect  of 

I  have  advised  you,  in  whatever  you  do,  to  take 
eare  of  yourself.  I  have  now  to  tell  you  to  take 
care  of  me  too,  for  a  discovery  of  the  plan  would 


concerned, 
mav  not  : 

wish,  and   ui   mai  cusg,  il  is  ]rruiHiuie  Lae  ixiujam 

may  ne  taught  to  blame  me  for  making  the  treaty. 
To  such  complaiuis  against  me,  if  such  thei« 
are,  it  may  be  said  bv  my  friends,  at  proper  timeg 
and  placetL  that  Doublehead  confirmed  tne  treaty 
with  the  President  at  Philadelphia,  and  received 
as  much  as  Qveihoassnd  dollars  •  year,  to  be  paid 
to  the  nation  over  and  above  the  first  price :  in- 
deed, it  may  with  truth  be  said  that,  tfaougti  I 
made  the  treaty,  that  I  made  it  by  the  instrucliooa 
of  the  President,  and,  in  fact,  it  may  with  truth 
be  said,  that  I  was  by  the  President  instructed  to 
purchase  much  mure  land  than  the  lodians  would 

Xee  to  sell.  This  sort  of  talk  will  be  throwing 
the  blame  off  me  upon  the  late  President,  and 
as  he  is  now  oat  of  office,  it  will  be  of  no  coue- 
quence  how  much  the  Indians  blame  him.  And, 
among  other  things,  that  may  be  said  for  me  is,  thai 
I  was  not  at  the  running  of  the  line,  and  that  if 
I  had  been,  il  would  have  been  more  to  their  sati*- 
faction.  In  short,  you  understand  the  subject,  and 
mast  take  care  to  give  out  the  proper  talks  to  keep 
up  my  consequence  with  the  Creeks  and  Chero- 
kees. Can't  Rogers  contrive  to  get  the  Creeks  to 
desire  the  President  to  take  Hawkins  out  of  the 
in  1  for,  if  he  stays  in  the  Creek  nation,  and 
(he  ^ood  will  of  the  nation,  he  can  and  will 
do  great  injury  to  our  plan. 
When  you  have  read  this  letier  over  three  times, 
burn  it.  I  shall  be  at  Enoxville  in  July  oi 
August,  when  I  will  send  for  Watts,  and  gira 
him  the  whiskey  I  promised  him. 

'     ''        '      WM.  BLOUNT. 
The  preceding  leaer  was  enclosed  in  a  cover, 
with  the  following  direction,  viz: 

No.  1. 
Mr.  James  Carey, 

Tellico  Blockhonse. 


(No.  15.) 

TsNHEaaEE  S  DLL  I  van  Coumtt, 

Colond  Kini't  Irm  Woria,  AjwH  SI,  1797. 

Dun  Sir;  As  I  passed  on  from  Philadelphia 

this  place,  at  Petersburg  I  saw  a  negro  fellow 

there  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Wilder.    I  think  he 

i*  called  Dread,  and  is  by  trade  a  barber — who 
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saps  he  belooga  to  you,  and  wishes  to  ^c  back 
a^aiD.  The  oaij  way  you  can  get  him,  »  to  ia- 
stitule  a  suit  against  Mr.  Wilder,  (for  I  suppose 
he  Till  Dot  ddirei  him  without,]  and  make  proof 
of  your  properly.  It  remains  for  you  lo  deler- 
mine  whether  he  is  worth  so  much  trouble  and 

.  ..     ._.  .        j'efel- 

low  is  your  property,  yet,  at  such  a.  distance,  and 
the  time  be  has  been  out  of  your  possession,  you 
might  fait  in  youi  proof,  and  then  the  cost  of  suit 
Would  fall  upon  you,  which  would  be  an  addi- 
tional loss  to  that  of  your  negro.  I  give  you  this 
iufoimaiion  to  the  end  that  you  may  act  as  you 
judge  proper  on  the  occasion. 

I  suppose  you  know  that  Captain  Chisholm  in- 
formed me  of  your  am)  hia  objects  at  Philadel- 
phia. 

I  tell  yon  that  I  am  induced  to  believe  that  plan 
will  go  mto  operatioD,  and  if  it  does,  it  will  be  at- 
tended with  great  success.  You  will  do  well  to 
keep  things  in  a  traio.  but  take  care  and  act 

I  am,  with  esteem,  your  obedient  serrant, 

WM.  BLOUNT. 
Ml.  Jobs  Rogers, 

Care  of  Mr.  Jamea  Carey. 

(No.  16.) 

Apbil34,  1797. 
Sir:  I  request  you  to  pay  to  James  King,  or 
order,  the  money  aue  to  me  for  the  cattle,  ifyou 


me  a  good  price. 

I  am  your  obedient  serraDt, 

WILLIAM  BLOUNT. 
JamesCabbt,  TeUicoBhckhuuee— Col.  King. 


Apbil  34, 1797. 

Sib  :  If  I  recollect  risbt,  I  requested  you  lo  pay 
to  my  brother  Willie  ine  money  I  advanced  you 
through  the  hands  of  Mr.  David  Deaderick,  and 
if  you  have  not  to  done,  I  request  you  to  pay  it 
to  James  King,  or  his  order,  wtio  acts  as  my  at- 
torney in  fact  in  all  cases.  I  hope  your  employ- 
ment has  or  will  shortly  enable  you  to  pay  this 
sum  without  feeling  of  it. 

I  am,  with  esteem,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  BLOUNT. 

Major  LovELT— Cfetow/  King. 

(No.  18.) 

pHi[.ADeLFiiiA,  April  28,  1797. 

I  am  much  indebted  to  yon,  sir,  for  your  friend 

\j  letter  of  the  14th  of  this  montb,  enclosing  on 

Irom  Mr.  Pulieney,  whose  good  opinion  gives  m 

high  satisfaction.    (That  letter  is  now  returned.) 

Taking  it  for  granted  that  I  understand  to  what 


isioesa  you  allude,  I  could  wish  to  have  ■  foil 

[plaoalion  of  your  sentiments  on  the  subject;  it 
may  be  done  I  think,  in  writing;  yon  may  depend 

1  secrecy  and  discretion  on  my  part. 

Tbe  general  sketch  of  what  has  taken  pltee 
here  is,  that  a  person  came  to  me  to  make  cetlaii 
important  propositions  of  enterprise,  to  which  1 
listened,  but  said  I  had  no  power  lo  act. 

He  appeared  to  be  determined  and  actire, 
though  illiterate  and  unfit  to  assume  commaad. 

He  urged  to  have  my  consent  lo  go  to  Europe, 

tell  his  own  story  ;  to  which  I  consented  (ihoi^ 

ith  some  hesitation)  not  thinking  myself  auihot- 
ized  to  sire  a  positive  refusal. 

It  BirSf  es  me  that  if  a  person  of  confidence,  with 
iroper  authority  from  home,  were  to  accoinpaDy 
lim  to  the  scene  of  action,  something  might  poi- 
ibly  be  effected. 

Information  of  every  sort  will  be  faithfully  i»- 
ceived. 

N.  B.  I  have  no  intention  of  sending  my  seer^ 

ry  anywhere. 

Believe  me,  with  great  truth  and  r^ard.  sii, 
your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

ROBERT  LI8T0N. 

Dr.  RONATNE. 


(No.  19.) 

Extract  of  a  Utter  from  Jame*  Grant  to  WHim 

Alount,  dated  Biuekuu,  May  8,  1797. 

"  Considerable  uneasiness,  I  learn,  prerails  will 
the  citizens  respecting  the  line  which  the  Can- 
missiocers  seem  determined  to  fix  on ;  I  am  loU. 
from  some  experiments  made,  it  leaves  the  wlule 
of  Marysvllle  within  the  Indian  line,  also  i  ptil 
of  Charles  McClung's  place.  The  thing  is  be- 
coming so  serions,  that  it  is  thought  the  Contmi)- 
sioners  will  defer  marking,  and  procrastinate  ibe 
business,  under  an  idea  of  searching  for  funber 
records  Wore  it  is  made  final.  Tou  ntiad  wdL 
and  have  the  conSdence  of  the  people  whtrt  I 
have  been.  If  Colonel  Cocke  would  go  into  liie 
House  of  Representatives,  he  would  hardly  mM 
any  opposition. 

"  News  comes  from  Cumberland  ihai  ike 
British  have  invaded  the  Floridas,  and  Uockej 
np  the  Mississippi ;  the  report  has  gained  citdiL 
whether  true  or  not.  If  anything  should  tnu- 
pire,  I  should  be  glad  to  hear  it.  Let  me  kmv 
when  yon  come  on  the  day  you  will  be  at  Hiw- 
kins,  or  Qreene  Court  House. 

"  I  am,  very  respectfully,  yonr  humble  swrant, 
"JAMES  GRANT. 

"Hon.  William  Blouht,* 

"  Senator  in  Oongrett,  PhiladdfMa^ 

(No.  20.) 

New  Yoax,  May  13, 1197. 
Mt  Deab  Sir:  Ihave received yourfarorlioiii 
Petersburg.  Ihave  serious  thou^ts  ofgoingU 
Europ«  the  middle  of  the  ensuing  weeE,  bat  I 
think  it  will  be  of  moment  for  me  to  see  yoc  I 
think  we  may  meet  aiBliz.  Town;  youcancoeie 
on;  fix  your  time,  and  I  will  meet  you.    A^ 
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the  PMsident'sspeech,  rery  little  will  be  done  for 
.  lOme  days.  Write  me  immediately  what  bad 
best  be  done. 

YouTs.^aincerety, 

NICS.  ROMAYNE. 

I  have  two  letters  from  Sir  W.  Pulteoey  od 
the  Dubjecl  of  oar  busiaess,  bat  there  is  nothing 
decisive. 

The  Hon.  William  Blodht,  Esq^ 
Senale  of  the  United  Statea,  PkOadOfhia. 


(No.  21.) 

New  York,  May  13,  1797. 

Mr  De&h  Sir  :  I  wrote  you  yesterday  acquaint- 
vng  you  of  iqy  wishes  thai  we  should  hare  an  in- 
terview at  Eliz.  Towu ;  but,  upon  reflection,  I 
think  it  would  give  room  to  a  variety  of  false  con- 
jectures, and  therefore  you  had  best  come  on  di- 
T«cily  lb  New  York.  I  informed  Mr.  Jarvis,  who 
is  among  the  ioi^uisitive  ones,  that  1  conceived 
you  had  some  business  with  Mr.  Vander  Hewitt, 
and  might  probably  be  in  New  York. 

There  is  a  fine  ship  called  the  Chesapeake, 
'which  will  sail  for  Bristol  about  the  middle  of  the 
ensuing  week;  at  least  her  sails  are  bent,  and  she 
is  nearly  loaded.  If  I  am  lo  visit  Europe,  I  had 
4>etter  go  in  her. 

There  is  some  probability  that  I  may  be  in 
France.     I  will  thank  you  to  procure  for  me  some 

Kod  letters  from  Mr.  JeSerson  and  others.  I 
ve  spoken  to  Colonel  Burr  about  a  land  scheme 
between  you  aod  me,  and  hav,e  requested  his  at- 
tention in  getting  Letters  for  roe.'  Your  coming 
to  this  place  will  insure  this  business.  There  are 
circumstances  which  will  prevent  my  visiting 
Philadelpha  were  I  so  inclined,  but  you  may  easily 
conceive  how  roy  time  is  taken  up  in  prepaiiog 


soon  as  you  arrive,  and  your  sentiments  on  the 
subject  of  our  meeting. 
I  am,  with  much  sincerity,  affectionately  yours, 

NICS.  aOMAYNE. 
To  the  Hon.  William  Blooht,  Esq., 
Senate  United  States,  PhOadetpkia. 

(No.  23.) 

Cif oxifiLLE,  Ma)  24, 1797. 

Dear  Sir:  Seven  days  ago  I  was  with  Carey 
at  Tellieo;  handed  him  your  letter  No.  1,  left 
with  Colonel  King,  and  urged  his  sending  for 
R :  he  will  certainly  do  it. 

The  chiefs  are  calling  out  for  their  old  friend, 
Qovern or  Blount,  and  McKee;  are  much  dissatis- 
fied ;  say  the  new  masters  treat  them  niggardly. 
I  am  assured  ibey  will  advise  in  their  tonus,  and 
send  on.  throuen  South  Carolina,  without  the 
knowledge  of  the  Commissioners. 

The  Broom  had  just  come  in  from  Pensacola, 
and  says  he  saw  tbe  British  land  in  West  Florida, 
with  ordnance,  dtc. 

Walts  and  Doublehead  wish  much  lo  see  yotL 
Colonel  Hawkins  is  gone  lo  Cumberland.  Ha 
neither  stands  well  with  the  Oil's  or  Indians. 

I  am  your  humble  servant, 

JAMES  GRANT. 

The  Hon.  William  BLOtrirr; 

Senator  Congreee,  PhiladdjMa. 

(No.  24.) 
Philadelphia,  May  29, 1797. 
My  Deas  Sir;  I  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  several  letters,  to  which  I  will  reply  to-mor- 
row. I  beg  you  to  attribute  my  omission  Jn  an- 
swering sooner  to  anytbine  but  the  want  of  r^pect 
or  esteem  for  you,  both  ofwbich  I  have  cherished 


shall  get  myself  in  readiness  to  go  in  twenty-four 
hours"  notice. 

Yours,  affectionately, 

NICS.  ROMAYNE. 
The  Hon.  William  Blodnt,  Esq., 
Senaieafthe  United  State;  Plaladelphia. 

(No.  22.) 

Niw  YoK,  May  83, 1797. 

Dear  Sir  :  The  ship  in  which  I  intended  to 
have  sailed  for  Europe  left  this  on  Friday.  I 
momently  expected  to  bear  from  yon. 

I  have  informed  you  that  I  have  received  two 
letters  on  the  subject  of  the  business,  written  to 
you,  and  by  the  packet  T  expect  further  infurma- 
lion.  This  and  the  expectation  of  seeing  you, 
retains  me  nere. 

I  have  it  not  in  my  power  to  visit  the  seat  of 
Congress,  and  I  must,  therefore,  expect  the  plea- 
sure of  seeing  you  here,  where  we  can  meet  more 
privately  than  at  any  other  place.  A  variety  of 
conjectures  may  take  place  if  we  meet  in  Jersey. 
Let  me  have  the  pleasure  of  heating  from  you  ns 


from  our  earliest  acquaintance,  and  shall  i; 
part  with  but  with  extreme  pain. 

WM.  BLOUNT. 
Doctor  RoMATNE,  ffyw  York. 

(No.  26.) 
Philadelphia,  Atay  31, 1797 
Drar  Sin :  I  can't  come  to  New  York  to  see 
you,  and  I  much  want  to  see  you.  Can't  you 
come  to  this  place  to  see  me?  I  beg  the  favor  of 
you  to  do  80.  And  if  you  can  come.  I  wish  vou 
would  come  this  week.  To  see  eacn  other  face 
to  face  it  would  be  best ;  and  to  a  man  of  your 
abilities  and  observation  a  journey  to  this  place 

I  am,  dear  sir,  with  the  sincerest  esteem, 

WM.  BLOUNT. 
Doctor  RoHATNB,  New  York. 

(No.  26.) 
Nbw  YonK,  June  2,  1797. 
Mr  Dear  Sir  ;  I  have  received  your  two  let- 
ters, and  I  must  take  it  into  eonatderation  the  visit 
to  Philadelphia. 
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The  late  packet  which  is  arrived  hat  brousht 
me  no  letters,  which  surprises  me  much.    The 
affairs  of  Europe  are,  indeed,  such  that  the  grar' 
ones  are  mostly  occupied  respecting  matters  whii 
aie  pressing  upon  them.     1  do  not  know  what 
thinV  respecting  peace  ;  but  it  appears  to  me  thi 
England  wilt  be  more  eager  to  obtaio  it  now  the 
when  1  left  Europe;  but  I  have  no  idea  that 
peace  will  be  i>ermsneat.    The  parties  will  only 
respire  and  begin  again.     At  this  time  I  consider 
our  prospects  more  uncertain  than  1  did.    I  had 
penned  some  seatimenis  to  be  sent  la  jtod  in  case 
1  should  leave  this  before  the  meeting  of  Congress. 
I  wish  you  had  them,  but  I  dare  not  trust  them 
ooiof  my  hands. 

Should,  however,  the  war  continue  in  Europe, 
it  will  be  impossitue  for  this  country  to  escape 
being  parties  m  it. 

YoiOT,  respectfully, 

NICS.  ROMAYNE. 

The  Hon.  William  Bloumt,  Esq„ 
Senate  UniledSUUea,  PhUadeiphia 

(No.  27.) 
New  Yom,  Jub/  2,  1797. 

My  Dear  Sir  ;  1  have  been  confined  to  a  , 
room  for  a  fortnight  past  with  St.  Anthony's  fire 
in  one  of  my  feet ;  and  though  I  am  now  nearly 
recovered,  yet  the  wana  weather  deters  me  from 
undertaking  a  journey  to  Philadelphia,  though  I 
ttn  extremely  anxious  to  see  you. 

I  think  myself  very  fortunate  that  I  did  not  go 
to  Europe  this  Spring.  I  am  much  disposed  to 
think  the  business  is  over  now.  Whether  France 
will  make  ■  peace  with  England  this  seasoa  I 
have  my  doubts;  and  that  nation,  if  the  war  coO' 
tinues,  will  not  be  able  to  show  much  exertioa 
under  the  present  load  of  accumulated  debt.  What 
is  to  be  the  fate  of  our  country  is  very  uncertain, 
but  I  have  my  fears  that,  if  the  wai  continues, 
Franee  will  be  very  tmpleasant  to  us. 

I  presume  it  is  now  uadetstciod  that  LouisiariB 
is  to  have  a  new  master.  Mow  will  the  change 
be  liked  by  the  settlements  in  the  Tennessee  and 
the  Ohio  t  You  know  I  had  some  thoughts,  when 
I  could  commaDd  a  little  money,  to  invest  it  in 
lands  in  that  quarter,  but  I  now  besilaie  very  much 
on  that  subject. 

Though  a  peace  may  take  place  between  Eng- 
land and—* 


(No.  28.) 

A  post  npon  Hosage  river,  a  branch  of  the  Mis- 
souri, about  one  hundred  leaoues  from  the  mouth 
of  the  Missouri,  established  as  a  trading  post. 
This  post  was  contemplated  in  the  Winter  1794, 
and  may  or  may  not  be  established.  It  is  reported 
Hosa^  Indians  are  at  war  with  the  Spaniards. 

Petit  Coat,  a  post  eight  or  nine  miles  up  the 

■The  precBdiBs was fbund  among  the  pspen  of  Ni- 
dudas  Romajoe,  and  acknawMged  by  lum  to  be  mn 
oafinished  letter  to  Wm.  B]cMint.~Vtife  Captain  Ea- 
ton's Repent. 


Missouri,  with  a  small  garrison,  say  a  militia  sub- 
altern's command.  The  circumjacent  militia  are , 
about  eighty. 

St.  Louis,  fifteen  miles  below  the  month  of  the 
Missouri,  upon  the  bank  of  the  Mississippi,  situate 
upon  a  TOcK,  a  sergeant  and  twelve  men.  Here 
the  commandant,  with  the  rank  of  captain  resides: 
circumjacent  militia,  abont  three  hundred. 

Bt.  Janevier,  sixty-five  miles  below  St.  Looil 
no  soldiers;  in  lieu,  militia,  about  one  handled 
and  eighty.  This  post  is  commanded  by  a  cap- 
tain of  militia.  At  tbia  place  is  a  regular  quad- 
rangular stockade,  capable  of  being  defended  by 
four  hundred  men,  but  no  cannon  mounted. 

New  Madrid,  commanded  by  Colonel  Liuare, 
with  the  rank  of  Commandant  of  Upper  Lotii- 

Endorsed :  Judge  Turner — Meiaor.  of  Force^ 
&c. 

(No.  29.) 
Prtladelphia,  July  26, 1797. 
Sir  ;  The  anaexed  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  with 
which  it  seems  Mr.  Byers,  of  Tellico  Blockhouse, 
came  express  to  this  city,  and  delivered  it  about 
the  20!h  June,  to  the  President,  with  whom  and 
his  Executive  Council  it  remained  until  the  30th 
instant,  when  it  was  laid  by  bim  b^ore  both. 
Houses  of  Congress,  with  other  papers. 

It  is  imputed  to  me,  and  has  involved  me  in  se- 
rious difficulties,  the  extent  of  which  1  caanot  at 
S resent  foresee.  They  win,  however,  ahoitly  be 
etailed  to  you. 

I  ask  of  you  to  examine  it  with  attention,  and 
determine  for  yourself,  if  the  contemplated  plan, 
let  whoever  tnay  be  the  author  had  gone  into 
effect — what  would  have  been  tne  result  to  the 
citizeos  of  Tennessee,  whose  good  it  ever  has  been, 
and  will  be,  my  happiness  and  duty  to  promote. 
I  repeat,  read  and  judge  for  yourself  regardless  of 
popular  clamour  which  its  publication  has  raised 
in  this  city  and  other  places,  much  to  nay  injory. 
Shortly  I  wilt  )x  in  Tennessee.  In  the  meantime. 
Believe   me,   very  respectfully,   your   obedient 

WILLIAM  BLCT3NT. 


(AB.) 

DepoBlion  of  Doctor  Hicholas  SomajtM^  aged  ibktj' 
nine  jetts  aoA  npwtrds,  laksn  before  tbeCMumittea 
of  the  Hoose  of  Reptewntative*,  appointsd  to  letf  s 
and  rtfMCI  Atticka  of  Ii^eaehionit  tgainM  Wilhaia 
Blount,  a  Senator  <rf  die  United  Btates,impe«:lMdb7 
the  said  Houw  of  hiBh  ennxa  and  misdemeanoi^  m 
the  IGth,  17th,  18th,  19th,  and  SOth  days  of  Jnlj, 
1797. 

Db.  Nidholab  Romayhb,  being  sworn  on  the 
Holy  Evangelists  of  Almighty  God,  doth  d^Koe 
and  say : 

That  he  had  been  acquainted  with  WilliuB 
Bloimt  since  the  year  1782,  when  he  first  came  to 
this  city  as  a  member  of  Congresa.  Some  time 
after,  he  had  occasion  to  correspond  with  him  re- 
e  jH'operty  belonging  to  the  dqioncal 
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in  Nortb  Carolins.  Upon  ihat  and  varioua  other 
labjecti  the  correspondence  between  them  had 
eontinaed  till  very  Utely .  While  Mr.  Blount  was 
GoveTQOr  of  the  Territory  of  the  United  Stales 
South  of  the  Ohio,  the  deponent  wai  requested  by 
a  friend  to  write  to  him,  and  to  propose  the  solution 
of  certain  queries  respecting  toe  military  lands  on 
Cumberland,  in  that  Territory,  for  the  puichase  of 
which  it  was  contemplated  to  form  a  company, 
and  to  propose  to  Mr.  Blount  to  become  a  paFty. 
This  proposition  was  accordingly  made  to  him. 
Mr.  Blount's  answer  to  the»e  queries  and  propoei- 
tionswas  communicated  by  Captain  ChisholnLat 
that  time  an  entire  straitger  to  the  deponentTout 
whom  Mr.  Blount  recommended  as  a  proper  per- 
son to  be  employed  by  the  company  as  a  purchaaing 
agent.  The  plan,  howerer,  was  wholly  drgpped, 
on  account  of  the  person  who  proposed  it  goiitg 
to  Europe.  Some  time  afterwards  the  deponent 
formed  a  resolution  of  paving  a  visit  to  Europe; 
which  being  known  to  Nlr.  Blount,  a  proposition 
origiaated  Between  them  that  an  attempt  should 
be  made  there  to  form  a  company  on  the  prineiplee 
and  for  tfc  purposes  formerly  mentioned,  and  to 
include  QoTernor  Blount  and  Captain  Chisbolm 
as  partners.  This  happened  previous  to  the  12th 
July,  1795,  on  which  day  the  deponent  sailed  for 
England,  An  agreement  to  this  effect  was  made 
and  formally  executed  j  but  from  motives  of  de- 
licacy, and  apprehensions  of  the  fall  of  lands  on 
account  of  the  political  events  in  Europe,  no  direct 
attempts  were  made  to  carry  it  into  effect.  The 
deponent,  however,  left  maps  and  pa.pers  on  the 
:i  with  certain  persons  of  coniuderaiion  '~ 


ruti.0, 


Bnglaod,  and  was  requested  by  them  and  some 
others  to  procure  frgra  (he  State  of  Tennessee  a 
law  for  enabling  them,  as  atiens,  to  hold  lands. 
These  persons  cootemplaied  to  purchase  lands  as 
the  price,  circumstances,  and  their  owo  conveni- 
ence should  dictate.  In  case  of  their  becoming 
pUTcaascrs,itWBs  understood  that Ciovemot  Blount 
and  the  deponent  might  be  interested  in  the  pur- 
chases, upon  terms,  however,  which  were  not  set- 
tled ;  and  the  propriety  of  the  purchases  was  to 
depend,  in  a  jgreat  measure,  upon  his  opinion.  On 
ttis  arrival  in  this  country,  he  was  to  keep  up  a 
fiorrespondence  with  them,  which  he  has  done. 

In  October  last  the  deponent  arrived  in  Amer- 
ica. He  has  not  been  out  of  the  Slate  of  New 
York  since,  till  he  was  summoned  to  this  place. 
Soon  aflerhis  arrival  he  wrote  to  Oovemor  Blount, 
informing  him  (hat  be  had  done  nothing  in  their 
land  businets.  more  than  has  been  Wore  men- 
tioned. To  this  letter  he  never  received  any  an- 
swer; but,  about  the  beginning  of  Febrtiary  last, 
Governor  Blount  came  to  New  York  on  business 
of  his  own;  at  least,  his  coming  was  not  at  the 
instance  or  with  the  privity  of  the  deponenL  Dur- 
ing his  stay  there  he  and  the  deponent  frequently 
met  as  acquaintances,  had  much  political  conver- 
sation, and  frequently  conversed  on  the  value  of 
property  in  the  United  State),  particularly  landed 
property.  It  seemed  to  be  his  wish  that  the  depo- 
nent should  urge  his  friends  in  Eurojie  (o  become 
purchasers  of  land  at  that  time,  whieh,  liowever, 
lie  positively  declined;  on  account  of  what  he  con- 


sidered to  be  the  political  state  of  this  country. 
Re  particularly  slated  to  Qovernor  Blount  that  the 
French  Government  was  at  tbat  time  very  hostile 
to  the  Government  of  the  United  States ;  that,  ia 


United  Bta: 
a  knowledg 

and  temper  of  France  wiien  he  came  from  there 
in  July  last ;  that  be  had  much  reason  to  believe 
(hat  Spain  bad  made  a  cession  to  France  of  Lou- 
isiana and  the  Floridas ;  that  the  French,  possess- 
ing great  powers,  had  great  views  in  all  their  oper- 
atims,  and  that  he  thought  it  not  improbable  iney 
had  in  contemplation  the  acquisition  of  Canada 
and  the  whole  Western  couniry;  and  tbat  he  and 
bis  friends  might  be  prepared  to  think  of  becom- 
tant  adoUet. 

Ir.  Blount  seemed  to  be  much  interested  by  this 
confeisaliou,wbieh  was  very  ex  tensive,and  which 
became  at  length  more  particularly  directed  to  the 
Stale  of  Tennessee,  and  the  manner  in  which  it 
might  be  effected  by  these  events.  He  said  he  bad 
taken  great  pains  (o  settle  that  State,  and  to  render 
it  important.  He  spoke  of  his  being  concerned  in 
administering  the  Gorernmeut  there,  on  the  sub- 
;t  of  which  he  said  he  had  been  treated  very  ill 

ftbe  President,  or  some  of  the  Executive  officen 
the  United  States.  The  conversBtiou,  indeed, 
;aa3e  so  affecting  to  him  that  he  wept ;  upmi 
which  the  subject  was  dropped  for  that  time.  His 
itay  at  New  York  was  several  days ;  he  was  out 
at  the  bouse  of  the  deponent  one  or  two  nights, 
and  there  were  frequent  conversatious  on  the  same 
snbject ;  in  the  course  of  which  the  deponent  ex- 
pressed his  (pinion,  that,  luider  present  circum- 
stances, the  lands  in  Tennessee  and  in  the  Western 
country,  in  general,  would  be  of  little  or  no  valu& 
A  remark  was  made,  (hat  in  case  of  a  war  between 
the  United  Stales  and  France,  the  situation  of  the 
Western  country  must  be  very  disagreeable;  and 
that  in  snch  an  event  those  peo[de,  in  order  to 
relieve  themselves  from  the  calamities  which  must 
appear  so  thTeatening,  would  perhaps  be  impelled 
to  separate  &am  the  Government  of  the  United 
States.  Speaking  oftheOeneseelandsin  the  State 
of  New  York,  and  of  some  sales  of  them  lately 
made  abroad,  and  comparing  them  with  the  prioeiM 
lands  in  Tenueisee,tbsdeponentwas  led  to  remark 
that  it  was  a  pity  Louisiana  also,  as  well  as  Can- 
ada, could  not  be  in  the  hands  of  the  English,  aa 
neighborhood  to  that  Government  added  so  much 
to  the  value  in  the  sale  of  lands.  Mr.  Blount 
replied  that  he  had  no  doubt  of  the  justness  of  the 
observation  { that  it  was  indeed  to  be  regretted  thai 
the  British  did  not  possess  Louisiana,  and  that 
such  an  event  might  very  easily  be  brought  about. 
The  deponent  expressed  some  doubts  orthis  opia- 
ion ;  having  always  understood  that  the  peojpl^  In 
the  Western  eonnlry  were  much  attached  to  Franc* 
and  unfriendly  to  the  English,  which  would  cre- 
ate greet  obstacles  to  such  an  enterprise.  Gov- 
ernor Blount  admitted  this,  but  remarked  that  the 
Spaniards  were  very  weak,  and  wotild  make  but 
feeble  resistance  in  that  country.  In  consequenoa 
of  this  conversation,  he  proposed  going  to  Bag* 
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Iftod  OD  this  subject.  The  deponent  totd  htm,  if 
he  chose  to  ^,  he  would  give  him  letters  to  per- 
sons who  might  introduce  him  to  those  io  pover. 
He  tbeD  iafoTined  the  depoaeDt  that  Captain  Chis- 


ihey  had  been  a  dm  tiled  to  a< 

person  of  consequence  in  Philadelphia.     This  was 

the  first  the  deponent  heard  of  Chisholm  '      '  ' 


nicBtiou  with  him  relating  to  it.  On 
his  expressing  a  desire  to  know  the  nature  and 
extent  of  Chiabolm's  plan,  Governor  Blount  ob- 
seiTed  that  he  did  not  know  it  in  its  full  extent 
himself,  because  Chisholm  kept  himself  very  much 
to  himself ;  but  he  apprehended  il  lo  be  some  plun- 
dering party  or  petty  enterprise.  The  deponent 
obserred  that  he  was  very  sorry  for  this  affair  of 
Chisholm,  and  observed  that  it  ought  to  be  pre- 
vented. He  also  expressed  much  surprise  that  the 
ECTSon  of  consequence  in  Philadelphia,  who  bad 
een  alluded  to,  should  see  such  a  man  as  Chis- 
holm on  a  business  of  that  nature ;  and  added  (hat 
Governor  Blount  ought  to  see  that  person  of  con- 
sequence, and  caution  him  against  listening  (o  such 
overtures'  from  persons  of  tnat  description.  Mr. 
Blount  observed  that  he  had  no  acquaintance  with 
that  person,  as  he  had  never  waited  on  him.  The 
deponent  then  begged  him  to  take  care  that  Chis- 
holm should  be  prevented  from  pressing  his  pro- 
ject; he  repUedhe  could  commana  Chisholm  woen 
near,  bat  could  not  answer  or  control  him  at  a  dis- 

The  convertation  then  turned,  for  the  first  time, 
to  the  Floridas,  and  the  deponent  observed  that  it 
was  matter  of  regret  they  did  not  belong  to  the 
United  States — mentioning,  among  other  things. 
the  incDnvenience  of  having  such  great  natural 
boundaries  as  the  Mississippi  and  the  Gulf  of  Mex- 
ico ;  that  if  be  should  go  to  England,  he  ought  to 
impress  this  idea  upon  the, people  in  power,  and 
point  out  to  them  the  favorable  effect  that  their 
.aiding  such  an  event  would  have  on  the  United 
States,  to  whom  Florida  was  of  great  importance, 
while  it  could  be  of  hut  little  vafue  to  England. 

The  deponent  remarked,  generally,  that  it  was 
onderstood  and  agreed  by  Mr.  Blount  and  himself, 
throughout  the  whole  of  their  conversations  on 
this  subject,  that  the  most  favorable  state  of  things 
for  the  United  States  was  the  possession  of  Lou- 
isiana by  Spain ;  but  if  it  were  to  pass  from  their 
hands,  it  was  deemed  by  them  of  rreat  importance 
that  England  should  possess  it  rather  than  France, 
With  tbe.se  generalimpreasions,  Governor  Blount 
left  New  York,  that  he  should  consult  some  per- 
sons of  importance  in  Philadelphia,  both  in  the 
Qav«rnment  and  cut,  and  teara  from  them  bow 
far  such  a  project  might  receive  their  approbation 
at  countenance,  or  be  deemed  advisBbte  Dy  them  ; 
that  he  should  also,  for  the  same  purpose,  sound 
certain  persons  in  Virginia,  the  frontiers  of  North 
Carolina,  the  State  of  Tennessee,  and  generally 
throughout  the  Southern  States,  and  the  people 

In  general  in  the  State  of  Tennessee;  that  he 
should  particularly  attend  to  those  persons  in  the 

^dian  eouniry  and  elsewhere  who  had  been  en- 


gaged in  Genet's  project  As  they  were  already 
under  operation  they  they  must  be  managed  ;  and 
thai  the  deponent  should  forward  to  Philadelphia 
soch  letters  of  introduction,  for  Governor  Blount, 
to  persons  in  England,  as  might  be  thought  usetuL 
This  the  deponent  engaged  to  do  ;  and  soon  after 
wrote  to  a  gentleman  \n  England,  informing  him 
that  a  persoQ  of  consequence  would  sail  from  this 
country,  some  lime  in  May.  for  England,  on  a 
business  of  this  kind. 

After  Governor  Blount  returned  to  Congress,  se- 
veral letters  passed  between  him  and  the  deponeni, 
on  the  same  subject.  In  one  of  them  he  expressed 
the  necessity  of  his  standing  well  with  the  fonr 
southern  nations  of  Indians,  and  holding  his  im- 
portance amongthem.  He  also,  in  these  letters, 
expressed  his  fears  about  the  conduct  of  some  per- 
sons in  this  country  who  had  contemplated  this 
business,  and  might  attempt  to  execute  it  in  an  im- 
proper end  imprudent  manner.  These  considera- 
tions united,  and  some  other  matters  not  connected 
with  tbcm,  induced  the  deponent  to  think  of  sail- 
Ingfor  England  in  the  month  of  May  ;  b|^Dre  beset 
out,  he  expected  to  receive  from  Governor  Blonnt 
full  information  of  his  opinions  and  the  result  of 
his  inquiries,  and  for  that  purpose  requested  an  in- 
terview,  that  there  might  be  a  full  and  free  con- 
versation on  the  whole  business;  to  this  he  receiv- 
ed no  answer  for  some  time,  but  learned  from  otho' 
persons  that  Mr.  Blount  was  in  Philadelphia.  His 
neglect  in  this  respect  made  the  deponent  hesitate, 
and  the  laie  change  of  circumstances  in  Europe 
made  him  doubt  of  the  success  of  the  application 
to  the  British  Government  at  this  time;  he  had 
also  received  some  further  account  of  the  force  of 
the  Sjwniards  in  that  quarter,  and  some  infmma- 
tioo  said  to  have  come  from  areapecleble  foreigner 
who  had  been  in  that  country,  that  there  Tvere  in 
the  Southern  and  Western  parts  of  the  United 
States,  large  numbers  of  men  who,  it  was  likely, 
would  aid  the  French  and  Spaniards.  Theae  cir- 
cumstances had  determined  the  deponent  to  aban- 
don this  business  altogether,  when  he  received  a 
letter  from  Mr.  Blount,  expressing  his  r^;ard  fat 
him,  and  apolt^ising  for  not  writing;  and  soim 
after  another,  requesting  him  to  come  to  Philadd- 
phia;  to  thiv  the  deponent  did  not  consent,  and 
there  the  intercourse  on  this  subject  ended,  except 
that  the  deponent  wrote  a  letter  to  Mr.  Blonnt 
expressing  his  opinion  thai  the  business  was  ended, 
to  which  he  never  received  an  answer. 

Inlerrogaioriet  of  the  Commiltee  and  anmeert  ^ 
the  Deponent. 

I.  Who  was  the  friend  at  whose  request  yon 
wrote  10  William  Blount,  while  Governor  of  the 
Southwestern  Territory,  about  the  purchase  of 
military  lands  1 

AnriBer.  It  was  Mr.  Edward  Gciswold,  now 
resident  in  Paris. 

3.  You  bavesaid  that  articles  of  agreement  were 
drawn  up  between  you  and  William  Blount,  pre- 
viously to  your  departure  for  Europe,  in  1795. 
Were  they  executed,  and  what  wtu  their  tenor? 

Angv>a-.  They  were  executed,  and  are,  I  un- 
derstand, in  the  potsession  of  the  committee.  Tbay 
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related  solely  to  lands,  and  tlieir  tenor  and  cod- 
tenta  may  be  discovered  from  a  persual. 

3.  How  long  did  you  remain  m  Europe,  and  in 
what  part  of  it? 

Aiuwer.  Something  more  than  a  year ;  duriog: 
which  time  I  viailed  Erst  Englaad.  then  Holland, 
France,  and  Belgium ;  ftom  whence  I  returned  to 
England,  and  after  a  short  stay  there  embarked 
for  New  York. 

4.  Who  were  the  persons  in  whose  hands  you 
let)  certain  mapB,  and  papers  on  your  departure 
from  England  7 

An»v>er.  1  left  them  with  different  persons. 
They  were  wjiolly  of  a  prirate  nature,  and  in  no 
mannet  connected  with  the  object  of  this  ei' 
amination. 

5.  Are  you  acquainted  with  Sir  William  Pult' 
ney  ;  and  if  you  are,  did  your  acquaintance  with 
him  commence  before  you  Tisited  England,  in 
17951  ■ 

Aiuwer.  It  did  not.  My  acquaintance  with 
him  arose  from  letters  from  Mr.  Williamson,  in 
tbeOeneseecoantry,  to  him,  wiih  which  I  was  par- 
ticularly  charged.  The  personal  delivery  of  theae 
letters,  which!  understooil  to  relate  to  private  con- 
cerns, gave  rise  to  conversation  between  us,  and 
that  led  to  a  further  acquaintance. 

6.  Were  you  acquainted,  while  in  England,  in 
1795,  with  Lord  Grenvill^  or  Mr.  Dundas? 

Anraxr.  Not  with  Lord  Grenville.  With  Mr. 
Dundaa  1  bad  some  acquaintance,  having  been  in- 
troduced to  him  by  a  gentleman  at  whose  house  I 
met  him  at  dinner.  This  gentleman  afterwards  car- 
ried me  to  breakfast  with  Mr,  Duodas,  whose  de- 
sire of  an  acquaintance  with  me,  probably,  might 
have  arii«n  from  some  sketches  which  1  had  writ- 
ten reapectine  this  country,  and  which  I  believe 
were  seen  by  nim.  This  was  all  the  acquaintance 
or  intercourse  that  1  had  with  Mr.  Dundas. 

7.  Did  not  these  persons,  or  some,  and  which  of 
them,  in  those  conversatioas,  express  (o  you  a  de- 
sire to  add  Louisiana  or  the  Floridas,  or  both,  to  the 
British  Crown  ;  and  did  you  not  heat  this  desire 
expressed  by  some  other,  and  what  persons  of  con- 
sideration in  England  1 

Antioer.  I  never  heard  such  a  wish  expressed  by 
those  or  any  other  persons  in  England. 

8.  Were  you  while  in  Europe,  requested  by  any, 
and  what  persona,  to  aound  the  people  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  on  the  subject  of  a  plaa  to  annex  Florida 

a,  or  both,  lo  the  BriliBh  Crown :  or  to 
propositions  tending  that  way  1 
No  such  request  or  overtures  were  ever 
!.  The  plan  originated  between  Gov- 
it  and  myself,  as  far  as  I  know,  in  the 
manner  staled  by  me  in  my  deposition. 

9.  In  your  conversations  in  England  with  per- 
sons of  consideration,  was  any  mention  made  ofa 
description  of  people  in  this  country  who  wished 
to  separate  the  Western  settlements  from  the 
Union  1 

Aiwver.  No  mention  of  such  persons  was  made 
to  me  by  any  persons  whatever. 

10.  How  long  have  you  been  acquainted  with  the 
British  Minister  in  this  couQtry,aad  by  what  means 
did  you  come  to  know  him  1 


ernor  Biou 


AtMwer.  I  was  introduced  lo  him  in  London,  bjr 
Mr.  Pine kney,  soon  after  his  appointment  to  ihis 
country,  and  I  paid  him  a  visit,  and  left  some  Ut- 
ters for  America,  of  which  he  took  charge.  I  have 
never  seen  him  since  his  arrival  in  America. 

11.  On  your  return  to  this  country,  in  1796^  you 
wrote  to  Governor  Blount.  Did  you  urge  him  to 
meet  you  at  New  York  1 

Anmer.  I  did  write  to  him  as  stated  in  my  de- 

risition,  and  spoke  of  some  private  business;  but 
did  not  meniion  this  subject,  nor  did  I  request 
hhn  to  come  lo  New  York.  Hia  arrival  there,  in 
February,  was  without  my  knowledge  or  privity, 
and,  as  I  understood,  for  private  business  of 
his  own. 

12.  To  what  persons  in  England  or  America 
have  yon  written,  on  the«Bubject  of  this  inquiry, 
since  vour  return,  and  what  answers  have  you  re- 
ceived t 

Antvxr.  I  have  written  lo  one  person  in  Eng- 
land, a  member  of  Parliament,  but  not  of  Admins- 
tration;  from  whose  answer  it  does  not  appeal 
that  the  business  was  ever  spoke  of  there  by  nim. 
I  also  wrote  lo  Governor  Blount,  and  received  Ulr 
swera;  the  purport  and  substance  of  which  cor- 
respondence I  nave  already  explained.  I  likewise 
wrote  to  Ml.  Listen  ;  and,  I  believe,  to  no  other 
person.  Mr.  Listongave  me  an  answer,  which  is 
now  in  the  possession  of  the  committee. 

13.  What  was  the  purport  of  your  letter  to 
Mr.  Lislon  ? 

Antaer.  I  have  no  copy  of  the  letter,  but  I  recol- 
lect its  purport,  which  was,  to  inform  Mr.  Lislon 
that  1  hail  heard  of  a  certain  enterprise  in  contem- 
plation, and  on  which  he  had  been  consulted,  and 
to  caution  him  against  it,  as  a  very  delicate  mea- 
sure, requiring  great  circnmspeciion,  and  capably 
if  known  to  oe  encouraged  by  him,  of  injuring 
those  interests,  both  of  this  countryand  his  own, 
which  1  was  persuaded  it  was  his  wish  to  promote. 
I  also  hinted  that  a  plan  more  extensive  was  con- 
templated by  fitter  persons ;  and  having  unda- 
stood  ihathe  intended  to  send  hiasecrelary  to  some 
place  on  the  business  which  had  been  mentioned 
to  dim,  Islrocgly  dissuaded  him  from  this  step  > 
indeed,  to  do  so,  bad  been  one  of  my  chief  induce- 
ments to  address  him.  In  his  answer,  now  in  the- 
Cosseasion  of  the  committee,  he  assured  me  that  he 
ad  no  intention  of  sending  his  secretary  any- 
where. I  was  induced  lo  take  Ihis  liberty  with 
Mr.  Listen,  from  the  manner  in  which  I  becamft 
acquainted  with  him,  and  the  very  favorable  light 
in  which  he  was  presented  in  letters  which  I  uAd 
received  from  England,  and  one  of  which  I  eit- 
closed  to  him. 

14.  What  was  the  project  against  which  yon 
cautioned  .Mr.  Liston  ? 

Jnaioer.  It  was  that  of  Chisholm,  of  which  I 
had  been  informed  by  Governor  Blount,  and  which 
the  latter  told  me  had  been  mentioned  lo  the  Min- 

15.  What  was  the  project  to  which  you  alluded 
as  being  in  more  proper  hands?  Did  Mr.  Lislon 
know  of  it,  or  did  you  explain  it  to  him  1 

i4nncier.  It  was  thai  contemplated  by  Governor 
Blount  and  myself.    Mr.  Listoo,  as  for  as  I  know  ' 
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and  believe,  bad  no  knowledge  of  it,  nor  nas  it  our 
inteatioQ  to  give  him  any.     I  did  not  think  it  pro- 

Kr  for  him  to  be  acquainted  with  it;  the  iaietition 
ing  to  apply,  not  to  him,  boi  to  the  British  Gov- 


Bt  New  York,  you  expressed  your  regret  that  Lau- 
iiiana  did  not  belong  to  England,  nnce  the  value 
of  lands  in  iha  Western  country  would,  in  that 
case,  be  iaeieased :  Was  ihia  the  first  time  you 
batl  cODlemplaled  or  expreswd  that  idea  ? 

Aruieer.  It  wns  not.  I  bad  reflected  on  the  idea 
before,  but  had  never  mentioned  it  verbally  to  any 
^rfon ;  nor  in  writing,  except  once,  and  that  was 
in  a  letter  to  a  gentleman  in  England.  This  let- 
ter, bowerer,  merely  stated  the  possession  of  those 
countries  by  England  as  a  desirable  thing. 

17.  What  was  the  nature  and  object  of  the  ba- 
■iness  contemplated  between  William  Blount 
and  yon  1 

Antiaer.  Nothing  precise  or  definite  had  been 
Ufreed  on.  Much  was  lo  depend  on  the  result  of 
QoTern or  Blount's  inqniriea  and  obseirations,  upon 
which  I  never  received  any  communication  trom 
him.  But  the  general  object  was  toprerent  Lou- 
isiana and  the  Floridas  from  passing  into  tbe  hands 
of  France,  pursuant  to  the  supposed  cession  by 
Spain;  and  to  make  propoaiiions  to  the  British 
Government  in  Ibat  view. 

18.  What  were  the  propositions  intended  to  be 
made  lo  the  British  Goveinment  7 

Antuxr.  On  this  head,  also,  nothing  definite  had 
b«en  agreed  on.  Had  QoTemor  Blount  gone  to 
England,  he  would,  of  course,  have  proposed  bis 
own  terms;  had  I  gone,  1  should  have  received 
his  instructions.  This  would  have  been  settled  in 
the  interview  which  1  proponed  between  us,  had  it 
token  place.  Had  I  gone  without  seeing  him,  I 
shoula  have  waited  in  England  for  letters  from 
kimon  the  snbject. 

Ift.  Was  it  not  understood  that  William  Blount 
and  younelf  were  to  use  your  personal  efforts  and 
inftiience  to  prerenl  the  supposed  cession  of  Louis- 
iana by  Spam  to  France  from  being  carried  into 
affect  1 

Antwer.  This  was  certainly  our  object ;  and 
ererr  means,  both  in  this  country  and  Europe, 
would,  of  course,  have  been  employed  by  us  for 
its  accomplishment. 

26.  Was  it  not  proposed  that  Oreal  Britain 
sbontd  send  a  force  mto  that  conntry  for  this 
purpose? 

Anneer.  To  ascertain  whetha  they  would  do 
Ihii,  was  the  express  object  of  Govcmor  Blount's 
intended  visit  to  Europe. 

21.  WositunderstoodthatJiicaseeircumstanees 
should  require  it,  Qovernor  Blount  and  his  West- 
ern ft-iendi  were  to  make  actire  efforts  in  co-ope- 
miion  with  tbe  British  forces  which  might  be  sent 
there) 

Artrwer.  When  Governor  Blount  and  myself 
parted  at  New  York,  the  understanding  between 
iu  was  that  he  should  go  to  England.  Nothing 
was  then  taiiL  or  has  since  passed  between  us,  on 
tha  subject  of  this  interro^tory  ;  nor  hare  I  any 
diNct  knowledge  of  his  views  on  tbnt  head. 


25.  What  part  were  the  Indians  and  Western 
people  to  act  in  this  business ;  end  in  what  man- 
net  were  they  to  be  used  in  its  execution  7  Wa* 
a  co-operalion  by  force  from  the  territories  of  tbe 
United  States  contemplated  7 

Aitiwer.  As  to  Indians,  there  was  nothing  p«r- 
ttcularly  satd  about  them,  nor  had  I  any  idea  of 
their  being  employed.  To  keep  them  quiet  was 
all  supposed  to  be  mtended,  or  advisablie.  The 
Western  people,  according  to  my  view  of  the  sub- 
ject, were  to  be  rendered  favorable  to  the  posses- 
sion of  the  Floridas  and  Louisiana  by  the  British, 
and  disposed  to  emigrate  there,  and  assist  in  hold- 
ing the  country,  should  the  reduction  take  place. 
No  co-operation  of  force  was  mentioned  by  Gov- 
ernor Blount,  nor  have  I  any  knowledge  of  his  pre- 
cise intentions  as  to  either  the  Western  people  or 
the  Indians.  All  this,  as  I  understood  the  matter, 
was  dependent  on  bis  observations  and  inquiries 
in  the  Western  country,  on  which  subject  I  have 
had  no  information  from  him. 

33.  What  part  was  William  Blount  to  bear  in 
this  business,  and  what  advantage  or  emolument 
was  it  understood  that  he,  and  others  who  might 
favor  or  aid  it,  were  to  derive  from  its  accom- 
plishment 7 

AiiSKer.  I  have  no  doubt  that  Qovemor  Blount 
had  hi^h  expectations  of  emolument  and  com- 
mand, in  case  tbe  project  should  succeed,  but 
nothing  deSnite  on  this  subject  was  spoken  of  be- 
tween nim  and  me ;  and,  from  the  natare  of  the 
business,  everything  must  have  depended  on  the 
arrangement  to  be  made  in  London  with  the 
British  Government; 

24.  Did  William  Blount  ever  apply  to  those 
persons  of  importance,  in  and  out  ot  tbe  Oovera- 
ment,  whom  it  was  agreed  that  he  shoald  sound 
on  this  subject  7 

Atuwer.  I  do  not  know  that  he  ever  did  apply 
to  any  of  them.  I  had  no  information  from  nim 
on  this  point. 

35.  In  one  of  your  letters  to  William  Bloiut, 
you  urge  the  propriety  of  his  appearing  to  have 
no  connexion  with  Land  schemes,  or  commerce 

in .    What  place  was  meant,  and  why  was 

this  caution  recommended  7 

Aluwer.  England  was  the  place  meant,  and  the 
caution  proceeded  from  an  opinion  in  roCj  that 
the  dignity  and  importance  of  character  which  it 
was  desirable  for  Governor  Blount  to  maintain  in 
England,  would  be  lessened  by  his  appearing  tube 
concerned  in  commerce  oi  the  sale  airlands. 

26.  In  another  part  of  tbe  correspondchce  be- 
tween William  Blouut  and  yourself,  yon  tell  him 
that  it  would  be  proper  to  beep  his  business  in 
England  secret  from  Mr.  King.  What  was  the 
reason  of  this  caution  7 

Antwer.  The  reason  is  explained  in  the  letter 
itself  which  contains  the  caution.  It  is  possiUe 
that  1  may  have  bad  some  further  reasons  wan  are 
there  expressed,  But  I  have  no  accurate  or  per- 
fect recollection  on  the  subject. 

37.  In  one  of  your  letters  to  William  Bloant, 
you  mention  a  paper  which  yon  had  drawn  upon 
the  subject  of  your  business,  to  be'lefl  for  him,  in 
cose  you  should  nil  for  Europe  witfaont  a  pets^nal 


DiqinzedhyGoOt^le 


2366 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


236« 


hupeachnunt  of  WUHam  Btoimt. 


interview,  and  which  you  wish  him  to  poiaeM, 
bat  do  DOI  choose  to  seod.  Where  is  that  paper, 
kod  what  were  ha  purport  aod  sobstancel 

jlnnner.  The  oulf  copy  which  now  exists  was 
■ent  by  me  to  England,  directed  to  royselfj  some 
time  in  May  or  June.  It  contained  a  vanety  of 
notes,  reflectioni,  and  cauiioas.  relatiye  lo  the 
buiinen  contemplated  bet  weeti  meatiilMr.  Bloant, 
which  had  occurred  lo  me  after  he  left  Philadel- 

eia.  in  the  Spring,  on  his  return  lo  Tennecsee, 
1 1  cannot  state  the  particulars.  They  were  re- 
flections which  occnrred  to  me  at  rarious  times, 
when  thinking  OD  the  subject,  and  were  noted  down 
as  they  oocnrred,  to  serve  myself  and  GoTemor 
Blount  as  hints  and  memorandums  in  the  progress 
of  the  business.  One  copy  I  sent  lo  Bngland  for  my 
own  use  when  I  should  arrive  there.  Another 
I  retained  for  Ooremor  Blount,  but  afterwards 
destroved  when  f  conceived  th%  business  to  be  at 
an  end.    They  were  nerer  seen  by  him. 

28.  Do  you  know  any  other  matter  or  thing 
-which,  in  yonr  opinion,  is  material  lo  the  objects 
of  this  examinatiOQ  7    If  yea,  declare  it  fully. 

Angmr.  The  foregoing  depositiont  end  answers 
contain  all  that  I  know  on  the  subject ;  and,  aided 
by  the  cortespondence  now  in  possession  of  the 
committee,  will,  I  presume,  furnish  them  with 
erery  idea  respecting  it  in  my  power  to  commu- 
nicate. 

NICHOLAS  ROMAYNE. 

(CD.) 

On  the  thirteenth  day  of  July,  in  the  year  of  our 
IiOrd  one  thonsaDd  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
seven,  in  pursuance  of  an  order  of  the  committee 
of  the  House  of  Represents! ives  of  the  United 
States,  appointed  to  prepare  and  report  Articles 
of  InipeacQment  against  William  Blount,  a  Sena- 
tor 01  the  United  States,  impeached  by  the  said 
House  of  high  crimes  and  misdemeanors,  Mi. 
William  Davy,  a  partner  of  the  mercantile  house 
of  Davy,  Roberts  Si.  Co.,  of  the  city  of  Philadel- 
phia, merchduts,  appeared  before  the  said  commit- 
tee, and  a  solemn  affirmation  having  been  admin- 
istered to  him  in  due  form  of  law,  by  Reynold 
Keen,  Bs«i^  one  of  the  Associate  Judges  <A  the 
Court  of  Common  Pleas  of  the  city  of  Philadel- 
phia,  and  an  Alderman  of  the  said  city,  did  d^ 
pose  and  say : 

That,  on  the  twenty-eighth  of  February  last,  he 
chartered  the  brig  John  Henderson,  Captain  Ephra- 
im  While,  of  the  port  of  Philadelphia,  which  was 
loaded  by  him  and  cleared  out  for  Hamburg,  but 


from  persons  well  known,  and  in  whom  there 
could  be  great  confidence;  she  was  not  adver- 
tised ;  bnt,  as  had  been  his  practice,  ihe  deponent 
informed  the  Secretary  of  Slate  and  the  British 
Minister  of  this  opportunity,  in  like  manner  as, 
on  a  former  occasion,  of  senning  a  vessri  to  Spain, 
h«  had  iitfoimed  the  Spanish  Miniater.    A  few 


days  after,  Mr.  Listou's  Secretary,  Mr.  Thornton, 
called  on  the  depouent,  and  a^ked  if  he  would  per- 
mit a  special  messenger,  a  confidential  perscm, 
whom  thev  wished  to  send  to  England,  to  go  in 
this  vessel.  The  deponent  told  Mr.  Thornton 
that,  although  the  vessel  would  be  cleared  out  for 
Hamburg,  and  her  papers  carry ,lhat  appearance, 
she  certainly  was  intended  to  proceed  for  London. 
That  he  had  determined  not  lo  take  passengers, 
and  feared  the  vessel  might  be  endangered  by  haT- 
inE-  such  B  person  with  despatches  on  board.  Hr. 
Thornton  assured  the  decent  that  the  messen- 
ger was  a  confidential  persoo,  that  the  despatebea 
with  irtiich  he  would  be  entrusted  were  of  great 
consequencey  that  they  would  be  taken  care  of|  and 
would  be  leaded  in  order  to  be  sunk  in  ease  of  dan* 

Jer  of  capture.  Mr.  Thornton  did  not  inform  the 
eponent  of  the  nature  of  the  desnttches ;  but  aa 
the  deponent  thought  there  wonld  M  an  advtntagia 
in  entrusting  his  own  private  deapalcbes  to  so  coo- 
fidential  a  peraoit,  he  etuisented  to  take  him,  and 
so  informed  Mr.  Tuornton,  adding,  at  the  sama 
time,  that  he  would  charge  the  m«<i>eng«r  with 
his  own  despatches.  A  few  days  after,  while  the 
brif[  was  loading,  a  person  called  on  the  deponent, 
and  said  he  was  the  person  recommended  byMri 
Thornton  to  go  in  the  biig.  He  was  a  hardy, 
lusty,  brawny,  weather-beaten  man,  and  much  re- 
semDled  one  of  the  King's  messengers  formeilj 
seen  by  the  deponent,  who  addressed  him  assaeh, 
but  was  immediately  informed  he  was  not  tbe 
person.  The  deponent  conducted  him  from  tbe 
conn  tins- hoose  to  the  parlor,  and  ofiered  him 
somererreshmenl,  which  he  accepted ;  and,  consid- 
ering him  as  a  person  in  whom  the  British  MiiH 
liter  confided,  the  deponent  entrusted  him  with 
the  secret  of  the  voyage,  aod  his  intention  of  com- 
mitting his  private  despatches  to  his  care ;  the  de- 
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proceed  to  London,  bnt  re<fuested  him,  however, 
to  be  perfectly  silent  on  this  business,  which  he 
engaged  to  atiMid  to.  Whiledrinkin^soiiMporter 
he  appeared  sociable  ;  and,  on  the  deponent's  re- 
marking that,  although  he  had  misiakea  his  name, 
he  was  impressed  with  an  idea  of  having  eeeo  him 
before,  he  told  tbe  deponent  "No;"  ifiat  he  was' 
a  baek-countryman  ;  that  he  had  long  lived  among' 
the  Indians,  and  was  with  them  during  the  last 
war ;  that  he  was  well  known  to  the  Spaniards ; 
that  his  name  was  Captain  Chisholm ;  that  h« 
bad  been  an  interpreter  to  tbe  Indians  last  Win- 
ter in  this  city  ;  that  ihe  Spaniards  had  frequent- 
ly imprisoned  and  treated  nim  cru^r  in  Penea- 
cola ;  that  ihev  dreaded  him,  and  he  nated  them, 
and  was  now  determined  to  lake  his  fiill  reveiwe 
on  them.  He  added,  thai  his  influence  with  tho 
Indians  was  such  that  be  could  do  with  tham  aa 
he  pleased ;  that  he  knew  every  pan  of  the  Mi»- 
sissippi ;  thai  there  was  no  man  in  America  who 
knew  the  forts  and  their  exact  situation  so  wellaa 
himself,  and  that  be  was  now  going  to  London  to 
aecompaDy  and  conduct  a  squadron  to  the  attack 
of  PensBcola.  The  deponent  smiled  at  the  ide^ 
and  regarded  it  as  a  Q,uixotism,  and  not  the  renl 
object  of  hii  voyage.    He  said  ha  was  serioua, 
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tnd  that  nothing  would  be  more  eaaily  executed  ; 
that  the  Spaniards  bad  no  posts  of  any  conse- 
quence OD  the  whole  of  the  Mississippi  ;  that  ode 
hundred,  or  one  hundred  and  fifly,  a  mere  hand- 
fol  of  men,  mieht  destroy  them  all. 

He  appeared  anxious  to  eive  an  opinion  of  hia 
own  consequence  as  a  British  officer.  Soon  after 
he  called  on  the  deponent,  and  introduced  as  his 
respectable  and  conadenlial' friend,  Mr.  Chris- 
tian Jacob  Huetter,  who  was  to  accompaay  him 
on  this  expedition,  and  requested  a  passage  for 
hint  in  Ibe  brig.  The  deponent  was  then  impress- 
ed with  the  danger  of  perinltting  such  a  man  as 
Cbisholm  to  go  id  the  brig,  aod  stated  strongly  to 
Chisholm  his  fears;  he  replied  that  the  deponent 
need  not  be  afraid,  for  he  was  furnished  with  other 
papers  fully  sufficient  to  cover  his  design ;  he  then 
showed  the  deponent  a  number  of  letters  Unsealed, 
from  Mr.  Liston  to  persons  in  Hamburg,  stating 
him  to  be  a  person  going  there  on  a  laodspecula- 
lion,  and  one  for  a  person  in  London,  who  the  de- 
ponent then  supposed  to  be  either  one  of  the 
under  Secretaries  of  State  or  Mr.  Liston's  private 
■gent,  calling  him,  "the  person  of  whom  I  haTe 
written  to  you  relatire  to  the  land  business."  This 
letter  was  not  directed  to  the  person  by  an  official 
description.  These,  and  the  strong  assurances  of 
care  with  his  despatches,  induced  the  deponent  to 
oooaenl  to  their  going  in  the  Tesset.  The  brig 
was  prevented  from  sailing  on  the  day  first  in- 
tended, but  their  baggage  was  put  on  board,  and 
Sunday,  the  19tb  orMHrch,  was  fixed  positively 
for  her  sailing.  Sbe  had  dropped  down  the  river, 
and  the  captain  had  called  on  the  deponent  and 
received  his  despatches ;  the  private  despatches  of 
the  deponent  had  been  delivered  'by  him  to  Cbis- 
holm, who  he  supposed  nas  then  on  board;  but 
the  same  evening  the  deponent  was  surprised  by 
Dr.  Rogers  calling  on  bim  to  inquire  tor  Chis- 
holm, who,  he  said,  was  still  in  town.  Doctor 
Rogers  wished  to  ask  him  some  further  questions 
concerning  the  Welch  Indians,  of  whom  Chis- 
holm, he  said,  knew  more  than  any  other  person 
he  bad  ever  met  with.  The  deponent  felt  much 
sUnned  at  this  report  of  Chisholm's  not  being  on 
boafd,  fearine  that,  from  some  cause  or  other,  the 
captain  had  left  hitn  behind,  and  with  him  the 
depottent's  private  despatches.  The  deponent  went 
immediately  to  Mr.  Liston,  and  informed  him  of 
these  apprehensions.  The  deponent  had  before 
given  a  hint  to  Mr.  Thornton  that  Chisholm  was 
a  babbler,  and  now  mentioned  to  Mr.  Liston  every 
particular,  and  the  probability  there  was  that  he 
lud  babbled  in  the  same  way  to  others;  that  he 
had  shown  the  deponent  Mr.  Liiton's  letters ;  that 
he  had  frequently  been  seen  with  Frenchmen; 
that  he  appeared  to  be  either  a  very  weak  man,  or 
to  be  acting  a  double  game.  Mr.  Liston  observed, 
that  his  letters  were  given  as  a  matter  of  prudence 
as  well  in  relation  to  the  vessel  as  to  the  despaich- 
Bii  but  he  appeared  uneasy  and  alarmed  at  the 
apprehension  of  the  deponent  that  the  vessel  had 
gone  without  Chisholm,  whose  baggage  was  all 
aboard,  and  determined  to  accompany  the  depo- 
nent in  search  of  him  immediately  that  nignt. 
111.  Liston  and  ibe  deponent  accordijigly  went  to- 


gether, and,  while  Mr.  Liston  slopped  at  the  cor- 
ner of  Second  and  Arch  streets,  the  deponent 
went  into  Lesher'a  tavern,  where  Chisholm  had 
lodged.  Cbisbolm  and  Huetter  were  there  toge- 
ther, and  Chisbolm  was  vociferating  vehemeniiv 
amidst  a  croyrd  of  Frenchmen.  They  were  call- 
ed out  of  the  room  at  the  request  of  the  deponent. 


his  alarm.  They  replied,  that  the  captain  i 
not  gone;  and  to  convince  him,  tbev  would  go  (o 
the  house  where  he  had  lived,  ana  endeavor  to 
find  him  out,  The  d^ionent  left  them  and  re- 
turned to  Mr.  Liston ;  told  h'T"  they  irere  not 
Kne.  and  that  they  said  the  captain  had  notgone, 
t  tnat  the  deponent  did  not  believe  them,  and 
wonld  follow  tbem  in  search  of  the  captain.  It 
was  now  between  ten  and  eleven  o'clock;  Mr. 
Liston  returned  to  his  house,  and  the  deponent  fol- 
lowed Cbisholm  and  Huetter,  and,  after  strict  in- 
quiry, was  satisfied  that  the  captain  was  notgone; 
and  was  further  informed  by  Chisholm,  that  the 
captain  bad  engaged  to  call  for  them  at  five 
o'clock  the  next  morning.  The  deponent  returned 
with  tbem  10  Lesher's  tavern,  told  them  to  wail 
for  him  and  he  would  see  them  again  that  ni^u. 
late  as  it  was  near  twelve  o'clock.  The  deponent 
then  went  to  Mr.  Liston,  and  informed  hint  of  his 
inquiriesand  their  result;  and,  at  the  same  tim^ 
look  [he  liberljr  to  observe  that,  in  the  deponent's 
opinion.  Mr.  Liston  had  employed  a  person,  or  was 
engaged  with  one,  not  entitled  to  his  confidence. 
Mr.  Lisloii  seemed  seriously  impressed  with  the 
deponent's  information  of  the  exposure  the  man 
haid  made,  and  immediately. wrote  a  letter  to  Ui. 
George  Hammond,  under  Secretary  of  Stale, 
wbicQ  the  deponent  delivered  that  night,  or  about 
one  o'clock,  to  Chisholm  ;  and  the  next  motiuag 

The  deponent  being  interrogated  by  the  com- 
mittee, wnethet  he  knew  the  contents  of  the  letter 
to  Mr.  Hammond,  says,  that  Mr.  Liston  pat  it  into 
bis  hands  to  read ;  that  the  purport  of  it  was  to 
inform  Mr.  Hammond,  that  he  should  hear  further 
from  him  on  the  subject  bv  the  packet ;  and  that, 
in  the  meantime,  it  would  be  proper  to  be  caih 
lious;  the  packet  was  to  sail  the  following  we^ 
The  terms  of  the  letter  were  ambiguous  in  them- 
selves ;  but,  connected  by  a  person  who  aaderstool 
the  subject,  evidently  conveyed  a  caution  against 
Chisholm.  Mr.  Listen  told  the  deponent,  tlMl  the 
man  Chisholm  had  come  forward  to  him  with  cer- 
tain propositions,  which  it  was  not  within  his  pro- 
vince to  decide  on ;  but  that  he  thought  hinu^ 
obliged  to  refer  him  to  his  Government,  and  twenty 
or  tnirly  guineas  for  his  passage  was  a  trifling  ex- 
pense. The  deponent  particularly  mentions  to 
Mr.  Liston  the  bawling  he  had  heard  Cbisholm 
make  among  the  Frenchmen,  and  of  his  w^arinc 
the  national  cockade,  and  the  alarm  it  occasioned 
to  the  deponent  on  account  of  his  vessel  and  car- 
go. He  repUed.  that  was  a  cover  to  his  design^ 
and  for  the  purpose  of  gaining  information.  Soon 
after  the  bri^  sailed,  Mr.  Liston  paid  the  nsoal 
price  for  Chisholm's  passage,  conformable  to  Mr. 
Thornton's  engagement.  Christian  Jacob  Haeitcr 
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paid  for  tiis  own  pasiage.  The  vessel  left  thi 
Capes  OD  the  Gni  of  April,  aod  bas  jiever  beei 
heard  of  since  by  the  deponent  Chisholm  wrof 
leiteri  to  the  deponvot  from  the  Capei.  la  the 
flnt.  dated  March  23d,  he  requests  the  deponent ' 
inform  Mr.  Thornton  that  "all  is  well  so  far 
Under  cover  of  a  letter  which  the  deponent  re- 
ceired  from  the  caplaJD,  was  an  open  letter  from 
Ghiaholm,  directed  to  William  Blount,  Senator 
in  C<»gresa.  The  deponent  was  thunderstruck, 
knowing  Mr.  Blount's  character  and  politic^  to 
see  a  letter  to  him  Irom  a  man  who  pretended  to 
be  pursuing  such  a  plan  as  Chisholm's.  Thede- 
noo«at  read  the  letter,  and  took  it  to  Mr.  Liston. 
11  contained  only,  in  general  terms,  that  all  was 


and  that  Blount  would  inform  them  how  he  was 
going  on.  Mr.  Liston  advised  to  seal  and  deliver 
nie  letter ;  which  was  done. 

The  deponent  declares,  that  it  never  occurred 
to  him  that  the  United  Slates  were  either  directly 
or  indirectly  concerned  in  the  progress  or  conae- 
qnences  of  this  project ;  hut  he  considered  it  (if 
really  projected,  which  he  very  much  donbted,  ap- 
prehending Chisholm's  real  object  to  be  samething 
very  different)  as  merely  a  wild  enterprise  between 
England  and  Spain,  until.tbe  late  publications  on 
the  subject. 

Being  further  in tern^ted,  whether  any  conver- 
sation had  since  passed  between  him  and  Mr. 
Liston,  or  Mr.  Thornton,  on  this  affair,  the  depo- 
nent saith,  that  about  two  or  three  weeks  ago,  Mr. 
Thornton  informed  him  that  they  had  some  suspi- 
eions  that  Chisfaolm  had  not  gone  in  the  brig,  and 
requeated  the  deponent  to  Snd  out  the  pilot  and 
inquire.  This  was  before  Blount's  a&ir  exploded. 
The  deponent  obtained  (he  information  that  Chis- 
holm  had  aclually  gone,  and  communicated  it  to 
Mr.  Thornton. 

Being;  interrogated,  whether  any  conversation 
had  taken  place  between  Mr.  Liston  and  him, 
since  the  discovery  of  Blount's  business,  the  de- 
ponent answers,  that  on  the  day  of  Mr.  Blount's 
exanunation  in  the  Senate,  the  deponent  wan  pass- 
ing by  Mr.  Bond's  house,  and  was  called  in  by 
Mr.  Litton.  After  other  conversation  relative  Co 
the  papers  of  a  captured  vessel.  Mr.  Liston  asked 
the  deponent  if  he  had  informea  anybody  that  he, 
Mr.  Liston,  had  paid  Chisholm's  passage'?  The 
deponent  (old  Mr.  Liston  he  had  not,  nor  bad  said 
anything  else  on  the  subject,  but  that  he  had  strong 
reasons  to  apprehend  that  Cbiiholm  had  talked  ol 
it  himself  to  several  persons.  Mr.  Liston  said,  he 
could  not  have  done  his  duty  if  be  had  not  sent 
bim  on  to  his  Ooverament,  for  them  to  hear  and 
decide  on  bis  plans,  which  were  beyond  his  pow- 
ers to  act  on.  WILLIAM  DATY. 

(CD  No.  2.) 
Extract  of  a  Utter  fnm  Tkamcm  Daty  to  WU- 
lioM  Davy,  dated        ' 
■*  LoNOON,  September  13,  1797. 
"  The  papers  you  sant  me  concerning  the  bnsi- 
nesa  with  which  Captain  Chisholro  was  commis- 
5th  Con.— 75 


sioned  to  our  Court,  did  not  at  all  surprise  me ;  I 
do  noi  wonder  it  should  have  transpired  from  such 
hands.  He  made  some  vain  attempts  to  borrow 
cash  from  me  on  the  credit  of  your  recommenda- 
tion. Being  desirons  that  not  the  slightest  re- 
commendatiOQ  from  you  should  be  neglected.  I 
sent  to  Lord  Grenville's  office  to  be  satisfied  of  toe 
reality  of  the  story  he  (old  me  ;  and  there  found 
that,  though  his  business  was  treated  by  the  Min- 
isters as  it  deserved,  they  bad  not,  as  he  pretended 
to  me,  refused  him  pecuniary  assistance,  but  hkd 
abaolmely  supplied  him  largely:  I  mean,  in  t, 
manner  lully  adequate  to  his  pretensions.  Incon- 
sequence hereof,  on  my  sendinz  him  word  that  it 
would  not  suit  me  to  advance  nim  any  money,  I 


(EF.) 
The  deposition  of  Osorge  Leahar,  sgedforty-eigbt  year* 
snd  upward,  being  dol;  iwom  before  the  Committee 
of  the  House  of  RepreMntatives  of  Ihi  United  States, 
appconted  to  prepare  and  report  Aitietes  of  Impeadl- 
nient  against  Wmiam  Blount,  a  Senator  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  impeaclied  by  the  said  Houw,  of  high 
dimes  and  miadeogieaiioTB,  by  Reynfdd  Keene,  one  ef 
the  Aldermen  of  the  dty  of  Phibuldphia,  on  the  IMi 
day  of  Jnly,  1797. 

Gbohqe  LEaneR,  being  duly  aworn.  deposetfa 
and  saith,  that,  for  sereml  years,  he  has  kept  a 
tavern  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia ;  that  some  time 
late  in  ibe  last  Fall  a  man,  called  Captain  CUs- 
bolm,  came  to  his  house  with  a  party  of  Indians : 
that,  after  they  went  away,  he  remained  tmtil 
about  the  first  of  April,  within  which  time  he  ob- 
served to  this  deponent,  that  it  would  be  a  fine 
thing  if  the  Floridas  could  be  taken  from  the 
Spaniards. 

That  there  lodged  in  his  house,  at  the  same 
time,  a  man  of  the  name  of  Hoetter,  who,  he  im- 
derstood,  intended  to  go  to  Hamburg;  three  days 
before  the  vessel  was  to  sail  in  which  he  was  to 
go,  Chisholm  came  to  this  deponent,  in  his  back 
room,  and  said  he  was  going  to  Europe,  and 
should  make  his  fortune ;  on  the  nest  day,  in  the 
evening,  he  came  to  him  again,  and  said  now  he 
should  certainly  go,  as  everything  was  fixed,  and 
the  vessd  ready ;  he  told  to  this  deponent,  as  K 
secret,  what  his  plan  was ;  that  the  vessel  in  which 
he  was  goingwould  clear  out  for  Hamburg,  bat 
would  go  lo^ngland,  where  be  shonid  landl  and 
expected  to  get  a  commission;  and  thatheshould 
sau  from  thence  with  a  fleet  to  Pensacola  or  Lou- 
isiana, where  he  should  be  joined  by  a  number  of 
Indians,  for  he  could  raise  two  thousand  of  them 
by  firing  a  cannon. 

On  the  evening  before  Chisholm  sailed,  he 
showed  to  this  deponent  a  packet  of  papers,  about 
three  inches  thick,  covered  with  leaa  and  sealed, 
for  England,  which  be  said  he  should  throw  over- 
board if  taken  by  the  French,  and  become  himself 
a  Frenchman. 

On  the  next  morning  he  went  awaj  in  the 

Wilmington  stage  for  Newcastle,  at  which  place 

the  deponent  understood  he  was  to  take  sbippiiig. 

While  Chisholm  was  at  the  bouse  of  this  aepo- 
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_.     ,  j  by  an  aDder-aherifl*,  ai  the 

endorser  of  ■  note  of  four  hundred  dollars,  drawn 
by  Governor  BlounL  For  some  time  he  opposed 
the  payment,  saying  that  he  did  not  owe  the  mo- 
ney. However,  aAer  much  conversation,  he  went 
oat  attended  by  the  aheriff,  and  on  hi*  return 
declared  that  he  had  paid  the  four  hundred  dol' 
lars,  which  he  regreileil,  as  he  bad  been  forced  to 
Hcrjfice,  at  the  losa  of  five  or  six  dollars  in  tbe 
hundred,  a  note  of  five  hundred  dollars,  which  be 
had  received  from  Mr.  Bond,  the  British  Consul. 
OEOROE  LESHER. 

(GH.) 


Comtqitcee  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  tbi 
United  States,  appointed  to  prepare  and  report 
Articles  of  Impeacnnienl  against  William  Blount, 
a  Senator  of  tne  United  States,  impeached  by  the 
said  House  of  "  hifih  crimes  and  misdemeanors," 
Mr.  William  Bell,  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
merchant,  appeared  before  the  said  committee,  and 
being  first  uuly  sworn  a^xording  to  law.  by  Rey- 
nold Keen,  Esquire,  one  of  the  Associate  Judges 
of  th«  Court  of  Common  Pleas  of  the  county  of 
Philadelphia,  and  one  of  tbe  Aldermen  of  the  said 
city,  did  depose  and  say : 

That  a  bill  of  exchange  was  sent  to  him  by 
Walter  Roe,  of  Baltimore,  drawn  by  Stephen 
Duncan  on  John  Chisholm,  lo  favor  of  Alexander 
S.  Roe,  dated  the  4ih  of  April  1796,  for  four  bun- 
dled dollars;  that  he  was  informed  by  Mr.  Roe 
that  Chisholm  bad  come  to  Philadelphia  and  was 
to  receive  money  on  account  of  the  Indiaos,  and 
th«  deponent  was  requested  to  demand  payment 
of  the  Dill.  The  deponent  seat  up  the  bill  for  pay- 
ment to  Mr.  Chisholm.  who  had  accepted  it  before 
it  came  to  the  hands  of  the  deponent.  Chis- 
holm's  answer  was,  that  he  would  pay  it  in  a  few 
days.  The  deponent  sent  again  and  again,  very 
often,  and  received  still  the  Mme  answer  for  the 
space  of  three  months.  The  deponent  then  sent 
word  to  Chisholm  thai  h»  thought  he  was  triSed 
witK,  and  (hat,  if  Chisholm  did  not  pay  the  ac- 
ceptance, the  deponent  would  bring  a  suit  against 
him.  Chisholm  replied  that  it  was  not  bis  own 
debt,  that  it  was  for  Governor  Blount;  that  he 
had  been  disanpoioteJ  in  receiving  money  for  the 
Indians,  that  he  was  going  on  to  New  York,  and 
if  the  deponent  would  wait  for  his  returii,  he 
would  ceriainly  pay  the  debt,  as  he  was  to  get 
nioney  tliere.  On  his  return  lie  said  he  had  been 
disappointed,  and  that,  if  the  deponent  would  wait 
a  few  days  longer,  ho  expected  Governor  Blount 
would  supply  him  with  the  money.  The  depo- 
nent then  waited,  and  then  sent  again ;  Chisholm 
said  he  had  not  got  the  money.  On  receiving 
thb  answer,  the  deponent  directed  Mr.  Joseph 
Read,  attorney  at-law,  to  take  out  a  writ  for  him. 
The  writ  was  taken  out  and  served^  and  then 
Chisholm  wailed  on  the  deponent  at  his  counting- 
house.  He  told  the  deponenl  that  he  had  been 
very  much  disappointed  in  his  expectations  of 


getting  money ;  that  the  money  he  was  to  hate 
received  here  had  been  sent  on  by  Congress  to  the 
proper  officer  in  Tennessee,  which  deprived  him 
of  receiving  it  in  this  city ;  that  when  the  she- 
riff's officer  had  come  to  uke  him,  he  was  in  com- 
pany with  two  or  three  gentlemen  at  Leshef's 
tavern;  that  the  officer  aued  for  him,  and  was 
told  by  one  of  the  company  that  he  had  gone  ovt 
about  ten  minutes :  that  on  receiving  this  iofonn- 
ation,  the  cfficer  had  turned  about  and  walked 
away ;  that  when  tbe  officer  had  gone  itS,  the  gen- 
tlemen told  him  that  tbe  man  wm*  a  sheriff^  offi- 
cer; that  he  immediately  jumped  up,  followed 
the  officer,  and  told  him  that  the  infomuition 
which  had  been  given  to  him  was  a  mistake,  and 
that  be  was  the  man  tbe  officer  had  inquired  for; 
that  he  never  wished  to  do  an  im(irop«r  thin^; 
that  the  debt  he  was  sued  for  was  a  just  one ;  tluit 
he  had  been  disappointed  in  bis  expectation  of 
receiving  moDey  here ;  that  he  had  no  friends,  and 
was  an  entire  stranger  in  the  city  ;  that  if  the  de- 
ponent wished  it,  he  would  go  to  jail  immediately, 
for  he  was  not  able  to  pay  the  money  at  that  lime; 
but  that,  if  the  deponent  would  trust  his  honor, 
he  would  appropriate  the  first  money  he  should 
receive  to  tbe  payment  of  the  bill,  which  he  ex- 
pected would  he  in  sixty  days  at  the  outside.  He 
also  said  he  expected  he  should  be  able  to  settle 
tbe  debt  with  Mr.  Roe,  as  he  should  go  through 
Baltimore;  that  he  had  some  friends  there  who 
would  enable  him  to  do  it.  In  conseqnoice  of 
his  conduct  and  declaiKiions,  the  deponent  with- 
drew the  suit.  This  iransactioa  took  place  some 
time  in  March  last. 

Tbe  deponent  further  declares,  that  he  never 
received  from  Chisholm  any  note  or  bill  of  Mi. 
Bond's  in  payment,  nor  did  Chisholm  evei  men- 
tion Mr.  Bond  to  the  deponent  at  all. 

WILLIAM  BEU. 

(IK  No.  11.) 


Philadelphia,  July  26,  1797. 

Gentlehbn:  In  a  note  received  from  Mr.  Har- 
per, I  was  requested  to  put  into  writins,  for  the 
use  of  the  Committee^  the  substaikce  or  my  con- 
versation with  Mr.  L^iston,  the  British  Sdiaisier. 
particularly  that  part  which  relates  to  the  eorrea- 
pondence  with  Dr.  Roma^ne.  I  give  it  as  follows : 

When  the  Spanish  Minister,  the  Chevalier  de 
Yiujo,  bad  formally  expressed  to  me  his  tnspicion 
that  an  expedition  was  preparing  on  the  Lakes,  on 
the  part  ot  the  English,  the  object  of  which  was 
to  attack  Upper  Louisiana,  I  mentioned  it  to  Mr. 
Liston.  He  instantly  answered,  that  he  had  bo 
knowledge  of  any  such  preparations.  I  rem&rked. 
that  to  me  the  project  su^ested  did  not  beai  the 
resemblance  of  probability;  that  very  great  em- 
barrassmej^ls  must  be  encountered  in  transporting 
troops,  cannon,  stores,  and  provisions,  frpm  Canada 
to  the  Mississippi:  and  besides,  that  tbe  British 
had  not  in  that  country  a  fprce  that  was  adeqmte 
to  the  execution  of  such  a  plan. 
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At  a  sutMequeot  period,  1  am  inclined  to  think 
it  was  in  the  latter  pail  of  April,  after  the  Spanish 
Minister  had  repealed  his  suspicioD  of  an  expedi- 
tion intended  from  Canada  a^inst  Upper  Louis- 
iana, and  which  I  again  mentioned  to  Mr.  Liaton, 
the  laiEer  again  said  that  he  had  no  knowledge 
of  such  a  design.  But  h«  added,  thai  a  propoMl 
had  been  made  to  him  of  an  expedition  to  the 
'Southward,  against  the  Spanish  p(  '    ' 

which  he  bad  a '"  "■■•' 


Minbter  said  he  certain] 
bad  been  made  bjr  the  British,  relative  to  an  at- 
tack on  the  Floridas,  he  (Mr.  Liston)  did  not 
recollect  ever  to  have  heard  of  the  man,  and  cer- 
tainlf  that  he  had  no  kndwledge  of  any  such  pro- 
positlona. 

Mr.  Liston  has  iafotmed  me,  that  when  he  ob- 
jected to  the  project  of  an  expedition  against  the 
Spanish  territories  at  the  Southward,  because,  on 
tbe  plan  of  the  projector,  it  could  not  be  attempted 
-without  violating  the  neutral  rirhis  of  the  United 
.States,  the  projector  answered,  that  the  men  goine 
from  the  United  Stales  would  march  UTiarm^d, 
And  not  take  arms  until  they  should  be  within  the 
Spanish  territory.  When  he  told  the  projector, 
ihat  he  (Mr.  Listen)  had  no  authoiitf  lo  institute 
such  an  expedition,  he  asked  if  the  Governor,  or 
-General  commanding  in  Canada  could  notauihor' 
ize  it  7  To  this  Mr.  Liston  answered,  that  the 
Governor  doubtless  possessed  ceriain  mililary  pow- 
ers, bat  be  presumed  that  he  would  not  think  him- 
self authorized  to  direct  the  execution  of  a.  plan 
of  this  kind}  and  all  that  he  (Mi.  Liston)  could 
do,  would  be  to  write  to  the  British  Government, 
and  await  its  answer,  which,  indeed,  might  be 
long  in  coming,  or  might  not  come  at  all,  partly 
on  account  ot  the  important  objects  whica  en- 
gaged its  attention,  and  partly  on  account  of  the 
strong  objectiona  to  the  project  itself.  This  was 
about  the  beginning  of  January  lost.  The  answer 
Dol  arriving  as  soon  as  the  eagerness  of  the  pro- 
jector expected^  he  became  impatient,  and  was 
extremely  pressing  to  ko  to  England  to  obtain,  in 
person,  an  answer  to  tne  British  Government ;  to 
which,  Mr.  Liston  said,  he  with  much  reluctance 
consented. 

I  asked  Mr.  Liston  if  a  trading  scheme  formed 
any  part  of  the  project  which  had  been  proposed 
to  him  7    He  answered  in  the  affirmative. 

Governor  Blount  having,  in  his  letter  to  Carey, 
expressed  his  doubts  whether  Chisholm  was  gone 
to  England,  I  asked  Mr.  Liston  of  the  fact.  He 
answered  that  he  was  certainly  gone ;  that  he  em- 
barked  in  a  vessel  from   Philadelphia;   that  he 


ware,  or  at  the  Capes. 

Having  learnt  from  the  Committee,  or  some  of 
its  members,  that  they  had  received  information 
that  Chisboim  had  said  that  he  discharged  a  debt 
for  which  he  had  become  engaged  (I  think  for 
Oovernor  Blount)  by  making  some  sacriSce  on  a 
note  or  obligation  from  Mr.  Bond,  the  British 
CodsqI,  I  mentioned  the  circumstance  to  Mr.  Lis-' 


Ion,  who  answered,  that  he  knew  of  no  such 
thing,  and  that  be  had  never  communicated  to 
Mr.  Bond  any  information  of  the  project  in  ques- 
tion. Afterwards  (I  believe  ou  the  same  day)  1 
met  Mr.  Liston,  when  he  told  me  that  he  had 
mentioned  to  Mr.  Bond  ihe  story  of  his  note  or 
obligation  to  Chisholm.  Mr.  Bond  said  he  had 
never  given  either;  that  he  had  never  paid  him 
any  money  nor  even  koew  the  man.  As  this 
story,  however,  tended  to  excite  a  suspicion  that 
other  moneys  might  have  been  paid  to  Chisholm 
by  Mr.  Liston,  or  by  bta  directions,  I  asked  him  if 
he  had  ever  paid  anything  to  or  for  Chisholm, 
besides  bis  passage-money.  He  answered  that  he  . 
had  not;  that  even  his  pass^e-money  was  not 
paid  into  the  hands  of  Chisholm,  but  to  the  mas- 
ter or  owner  of  the  vessel  in  which  he  embarked. 
But  as  Chisholm,  on  his  arrival  in  London  a  per- 
fect stranger,  would  need  some  money  for  his 
immediate  support,  he  (Mr.  Liston)  gave  him  a 
draught  on  his  banker  for  twenty  pounds  sierlingj 
but  whether  this  has  been  actually  paid  to  him 
or  not.  Mr.  Listen  has  not  received  information. 
And  in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Hammond  concerning 
Chisholm's  voyage,  Mr.  Liston  said  he  had  inti- 
mated the  necessity  of  paying  for  his  passage  back 
to  America;  apologizing  for  permitting  him  to 

Kto  England,  by  saying  that  the  whole  would 
an  expense  of  only  afoui  a  hundred  pounds. 
Mr.  Liston  added,  that  these  were  all  the  moneys 
ever  paid  or  promised  by  him  to  any  person  or 
persons  concerned  in  the  project  in  question. 

With  respect  to  Dr.  Romayne,  Mr.  Liston  in- 
formed me,  that  a  day  or  two  hefore  he  left  Lon- 
don in  March,  1796,  he  breakfasted  with  the  Ame- 
rican Minister,  and  found  there  Dr.  Biomayne,  of 
New  York,  WDO  was  introduced  to  him  bv  Mr. 
Pinckney.  That  this  circumstance^  wiiD  the 
Doctor's  civility,  and  the  strain  of  his  conversa- 
tion, led  him  to  form  a  favorable  opinion  of  hb 
character.  That  he  never  saw  him  before,  nor 
has  since  seen  him.  That  he  did  not  know  of  his 
return  from  Europe,  until  towards  the  latter  part 
of  last  April,  and  a  few  days  after  Chisholm  oad 
emlMrkea  for  England,  when,  with  some  surprise, 
he  received  a  letter  from  the  Doctor,  dated  the 
14th  of  that  month. 

That,  in  this  letter,  the  Doctor  reminded  him  of 
their  interview  at  Mr.  Pinckney's,  expressed  his 
good  wishes,  and  alluding,  as  it  appeared  to  Mr. 
Liston,  though  in  covered  terms,  to  the  project  of 
an  expedition  to  be  undertaken  with  the  aid  of 
persons  resident  within  the  United  States,  and  to 
certain  matters  that  had  been  discussed  between 
the  British  Minister  and  some  of  the  parties,  men- 
tioned the  delicacy  of  Mr.  Liston's  situation,  cau- 
tioned htm  against  interfering  in  a  business  that 
could  not,  with  propriety,  be  patronized  by  a  per- 
son in  a  public  character,  and  particularly  put  nim 
upon  his  guard  against  ceriain  men  who  had  made 
application  to  him  upon  the  subject,  and  who,  the 
Doctor  said,  were  not  to  be  trusted.  That  Dr. 
Romayne  named  no  one,  but  hinted  that,  if  he  had 
an  opportunity  of  communicating  with  Mr.  Lis- 
ton, he  might  enter  into  further  particular*. 

Mr.  LixlOD  said  that,  as  he  had  already  reaioDa 
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to  doubt  the  good  fsiih  of  some  of  those  who  had 
come  to  talk  with  him  on  the  bnamebs.  be  was 
still  more  apprehensive  in  consequence  of  the  sus- 
picion ihrowD  out  by  Dr.  Romayn^,  and  hence 
ttecame  anxious  to  draw  from  him  further  explan- 
ations, especially  with  regard  to  iadividuaU. 

He  therefore  wrote  to  the  Doctor,  on  the  28th 
of  April,  the  letter  which  is  in  the  possession  of 
the  Committee,  calculated,  as  be  thought,  for  this 
purpose,  as  it  was  meant  to  inspire  confidence,  by 
telling  the  truth.  That  the  mention  in  the  letter 
of  sending  a  peisoo  of  consequence  to  the' scene  of 
action,  Mr.  Listen  said,  was  occasioned  bv  a  pas- 
sage in  the  Doctor's  letter  to  him,  in  wnich  he 
seemed  particularly  to  dissuade  from  a  step  of  this 
nature,  falsely  supposing  that  Mr.  Liston  had  al- 
ready taken  some  resolution  in  respect  to  it.  Mr. 
Liston  said  that,  conceiving  the  sending  of  such  a 
confidential  person  to  be  a  necessary  preliminary 
in  case  the  project  received  attention  in  Kngland, 
he  stated  this  opinion,  in  a  few  words,  to  the 
Doctor,  in- the  hope  of  inducing  him  to  give  his 
sentiments  fully  on  that  point.  But  that  he  (Mr. 
Liston)  had  been  disappointed  in  the  Doctor's  au- 
swer,  which  did  not  give  the  frank  communica- 
tion which  was  desired  ;  that  his  style  was  still 
mf sterious ;  that  he  seemed  to  have  misunder- 
stood what  was  written  to  him,  and  avoided  en- 
tering into  any  detail.  That  Mi.  Liston  did  not 
reply,  and  that  here  the  correspondence  ended. 

I  have  been  enabled  to  detail  so  maay  particU' 
lars  on  this  subject  of  Doctor  Romayne's  corre- 
spondence by  conversing  with  Mr.  Liston  again, 
smce  the  Committee's  request  was  communicated 
to  me  by  Mr.  Harper.  On  my  hinting  to  him  the 
wish  of  the  Committee,  whicn  I  did  immediately 
on  receiving  Mr.  Sitsreaves's  letter  of  the  13th 
.  instant,  to  be  possessed  of  Dr.  Romayne's  letter  to 
which  Mr.  Liston's  was  an  answer,  he  said  it  was 
destroyed. 

Id  the  same  letter  the  Committee  expressed 
their  desire  to  see  Lord  Grenville's  letter,  which 
I  informed  them  Mr.  Liston  had  shown  to  me, 
mil  intimated  that  a  copy  of  it  would  be  conve- 
nient. I  have  already  shown  you  the  original  by 
Mr.  Liston's  consent ;  and  I  now  enclose  a  copy, 
tt^ther  with  a  copy  of  the  note  in  which  Mr. 
Liston  sent  it  to  me,  to  show  under  what  reserve 
it  vvas  thus  submitfed,  viz :  that  it  should  ni 
exhibited  to  prove  the  criminality  of  any  of  the 
persona  concerned  in  the  plan  in  question ;  for 
which  reason  I  have  left  a  blank  in  the  copy 
where  the  name  of  one  of  those  persons  was  in- 
troduced. 

I  return  the  original  letter  of  April  28th,  from 
Mr.  Liston  to  Doctor  Romayne,  which  was  found 
among  the  paper*  of  the  latter. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  very  respectfully,  your  obedi- 
ent servant, 

TIMOTHY  PICKERING. 
Sahdel  Sitoiie&veb,  Abbahah  Baldwik,  R.  G. 

Harpbb,  John  Dawbon,  and  Janes  Batabp, 

Esq's,  a  Committee  of  the  House  of  Represent- 

stive*  on  Oovemor  Bloom's  impeaehtneDl, 


Philauelphia,  Jubf  15. 1797. 

R.  Liston  presents  bis  respects  to  Colonel  Pick- 
ering, Secretary  of  State: 

I  have  the  honor  of  enclosiiig,  according  to  yoiD 
desire,  Lord  Grenville's  original  despatcn  to  me 
respecting  the  proposal  for  an  attack  on  a  part  of 
the  Spanish  territories  in  North  America;  and 
you  have  my  leave  to  show  it  to  the  President 
and  to  make  what  other  use  of  its  contents  yon 
may,  in  your  discretion,  judge  expedient ;  always 
witu  the  reserve,  which  I  am  confident  yon  wiU 
□ot  thick  it  improper  I  should  put  in.  that  it  sii>U 
not  be  exhibited  to  prove  the  criminality  of  any 
of  the  persons  concerned  in  the'flan  in  question. 

True  copy  of  the  original  letter; 

GEO.  TAYLOR,  Jr.. 
Cftw/  Cnerk  in  Department  of  State. 

No.  6. 

Downma  Stbeet,  April  8,  1797. 

Sir  :  In  answer  to  your  despatches  Nos.  S  aad 
3, 1  have  to  inform  you  that  the  proposal  wfaidi 

has  been  made  to  you  by  Mr. ,  as  meniioiicd 

in  those  despatches,  for  endeavoring  to  wrvst  Ai 
two  Floridas  from  Spain,  has  been  taken  iMUt 
consideration  by  His  Majesty's  confidential  sa- 
vants, but  it  has  not  been  thought  expedient  toae- 
cede  to  it  or  to  adopt  any  measures  for  carrying  it 
into  execution. 

Without  entering  into  a  detail  of  the  yariom 
considerations  that  have  led  to  this  decision,  I 
think  it  merely  necessary  to  observe  that, exclnsive- 
ly  of  the  inadequacy  of  the  means  lo  the  end  pro- 
posed, the  two  objections  which  have  occurred  to 
yourself,  the  necessity  of  employing  the  Indiant, 
and  the  impropriety  of  originating  within  dN 
United  States  any  hostile  expedition  against  i 
nation  with  which  they  are  at  peace,  are  erf"  suffi- 
cient magnitude  to  counterbalance  the  advaa- 
tages  which  are  likely  to  result  from  the  execa- 
tion  of  such  apian. 

I  have,  therefore,  to  signify  to  you  the  King^ 
pleasure,  that  you  take  an  eariy  opportunity  i^ 

informing  Mr. that  you  have  snbnaitted  hit 

design  to  His  Majesty's  Government,  but  that  it 
has  not  been  thought  advisable  to  afford  any  a*- 
sistance  from  this  country  towards  carrying  it  into 
effect. 

I  am,withgreBt  truth  and  regard,  sir,  yonrmost 
obedient,  bumble  servant, 

(Signed)        GRBNVILLB. 

Robert  LiaTox,  Esq.,  Ae. 

True  copy  of  the  original  letter^  Uanka  bei^ 
left  for  the  name,  which  occurs  twice : 

GEO.  TAYLOR,  Jr., 
Chief  a^k  in  Dqparlment  i^  State. 


(LM.) 

Guaai  TuBHBK,  Biq.,  lata  of  tlw  Territory  of  ite 

United  Statu  Narthwsst  of  the  river  Ohio,  heiag  idj 

(wombyHilatrBakw.Bsq.,  Mayor  of  the  atj  utTlai- 

•delphia,  before  dieCraunitiMof  theHooaa  ot  B«fw- 
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uaMHtiM,  on  the  fiftJi  dty  of  Baptsmbei,  in  the  jeai 
of  anx  IjOid  one  thoiuHad  aeien  hundred  end  nine^- 
Mven,  depoeeth  u  ibllowi ; 

That  some  time  in  Februarv  last  (but  the  de- 
pQoeDt  does  not  recoUect  the  day)  the  deponent 
met  WiUiam  Blonnt  id  the streetsof  Philadelphia. 
HaTine  before  been  acquaialed  with  him,  he  le-' 
qnesiea  the  deponent  to  call  frequently  to  see  him, 
Bikd  said  that  he  had  a  grot  deal  to  say  to  the  de- 
ponent. Some  days  anerwards  the  deponeat  did 
caU.  In  the  course  of  conTersaiion,  he  asked  the 
deponent  many  quest iona  about  the  Slate  of  Up- 
per  Louisiana,  which  he  said  he  understood  the 
deponent  had  visited  lately,  and  about  the  narifa- 
tion  of  the  Mississippi.    He  also  made  partieuTa* 


1  plausible  at  that  tim^  thougn  the  depo- 
Dcui  Joes  not  now  recollect  it.  Tne  deponent 
consented,  and  he  did  take  down  the  deponent's 
siXBwers.  The^  are,  in  part,  contained  in  a  paper 
now  in  possession  of  the  Committee,  endorsed, 
"  George  Turner,  Memor.  of  Force  "  &c.,"  which 
is  in  Mr.  Blount's  handwiitinff.  Some  particu- 
lars respecting  the  aavigation  oT  the  river,  and  the 
TCMds,  are  omitted. 

The  deponent  has  had  no  conversation  with 
Mr.  Blount  on  that  subject  since,  nor  did  he  ever 
sospeci  or  conjecinre  the  purpose  fbr  which  the 
information  eiren  by  the  deponent  was  desired, 
nniil  the  late  discoTery  of  Blount's  correspond eace 
with  Care^. 

Being  m  conversation,  since  that  discovery, 
with  Mr.  Oliver  Pollock,  who  formerly  resided  at 
New  Orleans,  be  informed  the  deponent  that,  some 
months  ago,  Mr.  Blount  made  many  inquiries 
from  him  respecting  the  situation  of  Lower  Lou- 
iaiana,  especially  as  to  the  state  of  the  forces,  posts, 
snd  fortiucations  j  and,  at  length,  pushed  them  bo 
for,  as  to  induce  him  to  decline  any  further  an- 
swer. This  brought  to  the  deponent's  recollec- 
tion the  conversation  which  the  deponent  himself 
had  with  Mr.  filounl,  end  nve  him  the  first  sus- 
picion of  the  object  of  Mr.  Blount's  inquiries. 
OEOaOE  TURNER. 

Sworn  the  5th  day  of  September  1797,  before 
me, 

HILARY  BAKER, 
Ma/or  of  the  exit/ of  Philadelphia. 


The  depodliMt  of  Eliiha  B.  Hopkins,  aged  Ibrt;  jeus 
■ud  upwards,  beinf  duly  sworn  beiine  the  Conunil- 
t«i  of  the  Honsa  of  lUpresentativea  of  the  United 
Statea,  siwointad  to  prepaie  and  report  Articles  of 
BViUitm  Blcnnt,  s  Bcnatoi  of 


High  Crimes  and  Miedemeanon,  by  Reynold  Keens, 
one  of  the  Aldermen  of  the  City  of  FhiUdelphia,  on 
the  Utb  dsy  of  Julj,  1797. 
Blibha  B.  Hopkins,  being  duly  sworn,  d^oseth 
and  soUh,  that  in  the  couise  of  the  last  Wiitteri 


wheu  he  was  in  the  habit  of  being  every  day  at 
Mr.  Allison's,  where  Governor  Blount  lodged,and 
very  intimate  with  Governor  Blount  in  businecs, 
'too  intimate,  uoforluDately  for  him,)  he  was  in 
So»ernor  Blount's  room,  and  a  man  of  the  name 
ifChishoIm  came  in;  Governor  Blount  and  Alli- 
OD  were  both  in  the  room;  Chisholm  took  out 
Governor  Blount,  and  they  had  some  private  con- 
versation. GoverooT  Blount  soon  returoed  with- 
out him.  and  asked  the  deponent  if  he  could  think 
it  possible  that  that  man  (naming  Chisholm) 
ihould  have  address  enough  (0  introduce  himself 
o  the  British  Minister?  The  deponent  answered, 
lis  appearance  and  manners  were  aseinslhim; 
lut  as  Governor  Blount  had  informed  Him  he  was 
iM  Indian  countryman,  that  perhaps  the  British 
might  make  him  instrumental  by  paying  him 
more  than  the  United  States.  That  nothing  fur- 
ther passed  at  this  time. 

That  some  time  after,  in  the  month  of  March, 
the  deponent  was  with  Mr.  Allison,  and  Chisholm. 
and  Blount  came  into  the  room;  upon  finding  the 
inent  and  Mr.  Allison  there,  they  retired  to  an 
e  in  the  front  of  the  house.  Soon  af^er  Gov- 
ernor Blount  returned,  aud  observed  to  the  depo- 
neni  that  that  man  (Cbisholm)  had  so  ingratiated 
himself  with  the  British  Mimster,  as  to  have  the 
promise  of  a  Lieutenant  Colonel's  commission, 
aad  that  be  was  going  to  England. 

And  the  deponent  further  saith,  that  in  the  course 

conversation  with   a  friend   of  his,  in  lawn, 

about  five  or  six  weeks  ago,  inquiring  of  the  news 

Seneratly,  his  friend  informed  nim,  either  that  he 
ad  seen  a  letter,  or  heard  one  read,  by  which  it 
appeared  that  a  number  of  old  levolution  charac- 
in  Georgia  were  going  to  join  the  British 
^  Qstthe  Spaniards  and  French,in  an  expedition 
against  £ast  Florida,  which  was  a  matter  of  sur- 
prise to  the  deponent,  who  knew  that  some  of 
them  were  very  inveterate  against  the  British. 
The  deponent  asked  if  he  was  coufideni  of  it.  He 
said  the  information  was  such  he  thought  it  pretty 
correct,  and  he  gave  the  deponent  hiots  which  led 
him  to  believe  ne  knew  some  of  the  characters. 
He  was  induced  to  suspect  a  character  who  had 
been  confined  a  long  time  by  the  Spaniards  at  St. 
Augustine^  and  had  formerly  been  a  colonel  in 
the  American  army.  He  meant  Colonel  John 
M'Intosh.  This  conversation  ended  in  the  depo- 
nent's expressing  his  astonishment.  Shortly  aner 
the  deponent  met  Mr.  Richard  Smyth,  and  the 
news  of  the  day  being  inquired,  he  observed  to 
Mr.  Smyth  that  ne  was  intimate  with  theSpftoish 
Minister.  Smyth  said  he  was.  The  deponent 
then  desired  bim  to  inform  the  Spanish  Mmister 
that  if  he  wished  an  interview,  he  had  somethii^ 
to  communicate  of  consequence  to  bim  and  his 
nation.  He  then  gave  Smyth  afew hints  reitMct- 
ing  the  biuiness.  The  deponent  heard  ttoiltiiig 
further  of  the  mailer  till  about  ten  or  fifteen  days 
ago.  He  was  then  in  comnany  with  Qovemor 
Blount  on  busiDesa  at  Mr.  Allison's,  and  Governor 
Blount  asked  him,  in  direet-and  |»etty  positiva 
terms,  what  ibe  information  was  he  was  going  to 
give  the  Spanish  Minister  (this  was  before  the 
coiunnnication  of  his  letter  to  Congress,)  respect- 
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in^  &  number  of  respectable  characieis  going  to 
join  the  British  in  an  ezpeditioo  against  the  Span- 
lards  and  Freoch  in  the  Floridas,  for  [bat  Smyth 
had  told  htm  the  deponent  was  goinc  to  make  a 
GommuaicBtion  of  the  kiod.  The  depauent  in- 
formed him  that  he  did  not  know  those  characters, 
bnt  repeated  [he  informaiion  he  bad  received  from 
his  friend.  He  asked  him  if  he  had  heard  of  any 
commissions  being  granted  by  the  British  Mitiia- 
ter  to  any  characters  whatever'?  The  deponent 
answered,  no.  If  the  deponent  had  heard  of  any 
commisions  being  granted  by  the  French  Min- 
ister'? He  said,  yea,  he  had  seen  them  when  he 
was  in  Georgia,  17^4.  Did  he  think  any  of  those 
commissions  were  now  existing'?  The  deponent 
informed  him  he  did  not  know,  out  thought  it  pro- 
bable, as  Major  De  Bert  bad  some  formerly,  and 
might  have  them  still;  and  ao  Ihe  conversation 
ended  at  this  time.  Af^  the  conversation,  the 
deponent  immediately  called  on  Mr.  Smyth,  and 
asked  him  the  reason  why  he  had  not  made  the 
communication  to  the  Spanish  Minister  as  he  had 
desired,  instead  of  informing  Governor  Blount  of 
it.  He  answered^  that  he  had  informed  the  Span- 
ish Minister  of  iL  It  then  struck  the  deponent 
that  perhaps  the  Minister  thought  it  of  no  conse- 
quence, ana  he  troubled  himselfno  further  about  it. 

A  few  days  after  the  conversation  with  Smyth, 
the  deponent  met  Mr.  Fatio,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Spanish  Minister ;  he  thinks  it  was  the  day  before 
the  communication  to  Congress.  He  asked  Faiio 
if  Smyth  bad  made  any  communication  from 
him  to  the  Spanish  Minister'?  Fatio  said,  not  to 
his  knowledge.  He  observed  to  the  deponent  that 
if  be  knew  anything,  he  wished  him  to  make  the 
communication  in  writing,  as  something  very  im- 
portant was  going  forward;  he  appeared  m  a  great 
Lurry,  and  passed  on. 

Smyth  afterwards  told  the  deponent  he  had 
made  the  communication  to  the  Spanish  Minister 
when  tbey  were  playing  at  backgammon,  and  that 
the  Minister  did  not  seem  to  notice  it. 

The  deponent  fiiither  saitb,  that  there  was 

Eatt  intimacy  between  Mr.  Smyth  and  Governor 
ouui. 
And  further  the  deponent  saith  not. 

(Pa-) 

The  deporitian  of  DodarChtrlM  Boxton,  aged  twen^- 
■even  yean  or  upwuda,  taken  belbre  the  Committee 
of  the  HaoaeofRepnsentativea,  appointed  toprepure 
■ud  report  ArliclM  of  Impeachment  igaiiut  iVilliuii 
BloQDt,  a  Senator  of  the  United  Sutei,  impeached 
by  the  nid  Honie  of  High  Crimes  and  Miademea- 
nor*,  on  the  twentieth  day  of  July,  one  thonaand 
■even  hmufaed  and  nine^-oeven. 
Doctor  Cbablbs  Bdxton.  being  sworn  on  the 
H(dy  BvangelislB  of  Almighty  God,  doth  depose 
and  say: 

That  Dr.  Romayne  has  mentioned  to  bim  that 
he  had  expectations  of  acquiring  large  quantities 
of  land  in  the  Weatem  or  Sonthern  country,  and 
that  he  (this  deponent)  should  have  an  advanta- 

KDUs  appointment;  that  he  was  adrised  by  Ihe 
xtoT  to  postpone  the  acceptance  of  a  cnnmia- 


sion  in  the  New  York  Militia,  as  his  removal  from 
that  State,  if  the  plan  went  into  effect,  would  put 
it  out  of  his  power  to  discharge  its  duties:  tnis 
was  in  the  beginning  of  May. 

That  he  had  read  a  letter  to  Doctor  Romanye, 
he  thinks  from  Sir  William  Pulteney.  in  which 
Mr.  Liston  is  mentioned,  and  the  Doctor  advised 
to  consult  with  hrm,  as  the  name  of  a  Minister 
would  have  more  weight  iu  England  than  that  of 
an  individual. 

On  his  asking  the  Doctor  whether  he  intended 
to  go  to  Philadelphia  to  see  Mr.  Liaton,  he  replied 
that  he  did  not,  as  he  had  received  an  answer  tO' 
his  letter  to  him. 

About  the  fifteenth  of  May  the  Doctor  informed 
this  deponent  that  he  had  relinquished  his  inten- 
tion of  going  to  England,  as  the  plan  was  laid 

That  he  was  never  informed  what  the  plan 
alluded  to  was,  but  always  supposed  it  to  be  do 
more  than  one  for  the  acquirement  and  settlement 
of  back  lands,  and  that  the  Doctor's  trip  to  Europe 
was  to  obtain  the  aid  of  some  maaeyed  men. 
CHARLES  BUXTON. 


(RS.) 
John  Franklin,   Esquire,  of  Loteme  Conn^,  in  the 
State  of  Pennaylvuiia,  ■  Member  of  thn  BonaB  of 
RepreSiintativee  of  the  said  Stale,  being  dulj  nrarti 
by  Hilary  Baker,  Eeqnire,   Mayor  of  the  (^  of 
niiladelphia,  before  the  Committee  of  the  Honae  of 
Representatives,  on  the  second  day  of  September,  in 
the  year  of  onr  Lord  one  Ihouund  seven  hundred 
and  ninety-seTen,  depoeeth  is  follows : 
That  on  the  16lh  of  December,  1796,  the  depo- 
nent look  lodging  at  the  house  of  Qeoise  Lesher, 
No.  94  North  Second  street,  at  which  place  he 
resided  until  April  26, 1797j  that  at  the  time  be 
came  to  the  city  a  certain  Captain  Chisbolm,  and 
about  twenty-two  Indians  of  the  Cherokee  nation, 
were  at  the  said  Leshei's;  had  taken  lodging,  Ac, 
Capuin   Chisbolm  beine  the    interpreter;   that 
there  were  two  others,  of  the  name  of  Carey  and 
Rogers,  who,  the  deponent  understood,  were  in- 
terpreters to  some  oF  the  Indian  nations  then  in 
the  city ;  that  Carey  and  Rogers  were  at  G.  Lesb- 
er's  part  of  the  time  during  the  Winter,  but  not  so 
ccwistant  as  Chisbolm;  that  about  the  time  the 
Cherokeea  were  preparing  to  return  to  their  na- 
tive country,  the  deponent  often  heard  the  said 
Chisbolm  complain  that  the  Indiana  had  been 
ill-treated;  that  the  Secretary  of  State  had  notfup- 
plied  them  with  cash,  and  other  necessaries  suffi- 
cient for  their  journey;  that  the  Indians,  as  Chis- 
bolm said,  were  dissatisfied;  that  it  would  not  be 
strange  if  they  commenced  hostilities  on  the  Ame- 
rican frontiers  as  soon  as  they  returned;  that  be 
often  lieard  Chisholm  say  that  he  should  not  re- 
turn with  the  Indians;  the  reason  he  gave  was, 
that  he,  Chisbolm,  as  well  as  the  Indians,  had  beea 
ill-treated;  that  they  had  not. been  well  rewarded 
for  their  service  and  trouble.    The  deponent  fur- 
ther  recollects,  that  after  the  Indians  had  returned, 
or  had  been  some  time  gone  from  the  city,  there 
was  a  report  in  the  city  that  some  white  peofde 
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on  the  western  froDtiers  had  beeo  killed  bv  Indians; 
that  he  heard  the  said  Chiaholm  uy,  that  it  was 
not  anything  more  iban  he  eipected. 

The  deponent  furiher  laiih,  that  duriOK  the 
Winter  and  Sprine  of  the  year,  he  heard  Chisholm 
sundry  times  cpeak  of  the  reduction  of  the  Flori- 
das  for  the  British ;  that  in  the  month  of  March, 
or  the  beginning  of  April,  Chisholm  Ulked  of 
^ing  to  Efnglana;  that  ne  had  engaged  a  pa&sage 
in  a  ship  bound  to  Hambarg  (as  near  as  the  depo- 
nent Tecollecis  |}  that  a  Mr.Hueiter,orNorthaRip- 
lon  county,  in  Pennsylvania,  wait  going  passenger 
in  the  same  sbip;  that  a  short  time  beiore  the  sGip 
sailed  the  said  Chisholm  came  into  a  chamber 
Inhere  the  deponent  then  was,  without  any  com- 
pany, and  informed  tbe  deponent  Chat  he  was  reallv 
Sing  10  England  to  obtain  liberty  from  the  British 
lurt  (or  words  to  that  effect)  to  take  the  Flori- 
das  for  the  British.  Chisholm  &aid  that  it  was 
easily  effected;  that  the  Floridas  were  thinly  in- 
habited; that  he  could  raise  an  army  of  more  than 
two  thousaod  in  the  Tennessee  country,  and  as 
ffreal,  or  a  larger  number  of  Indians  of  the  Chero- 
Bee  nation  to  carry  tbe  plan  into  execution.  The 
deponent,  sundry  times,  heard  Chisholm  mention 
about  being  in  company  with  Qovernor  Bloom. 
During  the  Winter,  the  depoaeat  understood,  by 
Cfaisholni,  that  QoTemor  Blount  was  concerued 
in  the  plan.  The  deponent  has  also  heard  Chis- 
holm speak  of  being  in  company  with  the  British 
Minister,  bnt  does  not  recollect  hearing  any  men- 
tion made  by  Chisholmof  any  particuk;  business 
he  was  doing  or  transacting  with  the  Btitish 
Minister. 

The  deponent  furiher  saith,  that  as  Chisholm' 
aopeared  to  be  something  talkative,  he  scarcely 
cnarged  his  memory  with  Chisholm's  conversa- 
tion or  plan,  until  some  time  near  the  close  of 
July  last  the  aeponent  read  in  Porcupine'a  GaxetU 
a  copy  of  a  letter  said  to  be  from  Gfovernor  Blount 
to  Carey,  in  which  the  name  of  Carey,  Chisholm, 
and  Rogers  were  mentioned.  After  reading  this 
letter  the  deponent  well  recollected  the  conversa- 
tion of  Chisholm,  and  the  plan  he  had  talked  of, 
viz:  the  reduction  of  the  Floridas,  The  deponent 
thinks  that  Chisholm  at  the  same  time  made  men- 
tion of  the  reduction  of  Louisiana,  or  some  olhn 
part  of  the  Spanish  dominions  West  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi, but  does  not  recollect  anything  in  parti- 
cular on  the  last-mentioned  subject. 

The  deponent  does  not  recollect  the  Christian 
names  of  either  Carey,  Rogers,  or  Chisholm.  And 
flirtber  the  deponent  saith  not. 

JOHN  FRANKLIN. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  the  day  and  year  afore- 
said before  me,  HILARY  BAKER. 

(TU  No.  1.) 
Examination  of  Jamei  Canj  in  presence  of  Benjamin 

Hawkuu,  Col.  Henly,  Mr.  Dinamoor,  and  Lieutenant 

Wiighl,  on  the  mtncqitad  Jetler. 

Qaettioa  \tt.  How  came  you  in  possession  of 
the  letter  from  William  Blount,  addressed  to  you  7 
Narrate  the  whole. 


AnnxT  lit.  Major  James  Grant,  about  the 
twentieth  May,  being  at  the  public  store,  informed 
me  he  had  a  letter  for  me  from  m^  friend  Qov- 
ernor  Blouot,  and  he  would  deliver  it  to  me.  We 
went  down  to  the  creek  side ;  be  then  deli- 
vered the  letter,  and  when  I  read  it  I  wns  uneasy. 
the  hand  was  difficult  to  read  ;  he  said  he  would 
help  me,  and  did  so.  I  must  remarkg  that  in  put- 
ting me  right,  he  did  so  without  reading  after  me, 
which  surprised  m»,  as  I  knew  thereby  he  knew 
the  contents. 

Q.  2d.  "  Among  other  things  I  wished  to  have- 
seen  you  about,  was  the  busmess  that  Capuin 
Chisholm  mentioned  to  the  British  Minister  last 
winter,  at  Philadelphia."  What  was  this  boii- 
ness?  It  appears,  by  the  manner  this  is  writteo, 
you  have  altnowledge  of  it. 

A  2d.  Captain  Chisholm  did  for  a  while  live- 
with  me  in  Philadelfihia,  but  changed  his  lodg' 
ings;  I  WBs^after  this,  invited  by  Colonel  Men  toes- 
to  dine  with  him,  and  to  take  two  lodi&ns  witb 
me,  which  I  did.  Col.  Watts  and  Laugley.  After 
dinner  we  walked  towards  Schuylkill,  and  were 
overtaken  on  the  street  by  Captain  Coisbolm.  in 
a  coach;  be  invited  us  to  ride  with  him;  Col. 
Mentges  objected ;  but  at  length  be^g  prevailed 
on,  we  eot  into  the  coach,  and  rode  on  to  Schuyl- 
kill, and  turned  round  to  a  tavern  ;  there  we  drank 
a  little  wine.  On  the  return,  Mr.  Chisholm  pressed 
US  again  to  ^  in  the  coach  ;  we  all  did,  except 
Col.  Mentges,'wbo  positively  refused. 

As  we  were  going  in  tbe  coach,  Chisholm  said 
he  had  been  injured  by  the  United  States,  and 
now  he  could  have  satisfaction ;  if  they  would  go 
with  him,  he  would  show  them  at  his  lodgings  a 
paper  from  the  Minister  of  Great  Britain.  Upon 
our  arrival  there,  he  opened  a  box,  and  took  out 
four  or  five  sheets  of  gilt  letter  paper,  close  and 
well  written,  which,  he  sBid,was  rrom  the  British 
Minister  he  received  it.  Dick  Brown  and  John 
Walker  were  there.  Chisholm  proposed  (hat  we 
should  go  to  tbe  Minister's ;  Carey  refused,  and 
said  the  others  mi^ht  go ;  Watts  refused,  and  said 
he  came  to  do  business  with  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  and  not  with  the  British;  if  his  in- 
terpreter refused  to,  he  would  not  go. 

The  paper  was  read,  and  it  appeared  to  be  a 
plan  for  the  reduction  of  the  Flondas.  This  was 
to  be  sent  to  England,  and  the  return  from  the 
Minister,  if  it  arrived  at  Philadelphia,  was  to  be 
sent  to  Knoxville  to  Captain  Cbisnolm,  or,  if  he 
was  not  there,  to  Ig.  Chisholm ;  tl^t  if  the  packet 
arrived  to  the  Southward,  it  was  to  be  sent  up  to 
the  Cherokee*  to  Captain  Chisholm,  and  irhe 
should  be  absent  it-was  to  be  delivered  to  John 
Rogers.  The  paper  was  not  signed,  but  there 
were  the  names  of  John  Pilchlin  and  John  Rogen 
in  it;  that  he  tCarey)  spoke  to  Pitchlin  smce 
about  it,  and  he  said  he  had  not  heard  anything 
about  it  and  Rogers  said  it  was  not  worth  mmditig 
Chisholm. 

<t  3d.  '-I  believe  the  plan  then  talked  of  will 
be  attempted  this  Fall."  What  was  the  plan  then 
talked  of 7  It  appears  to  be  the  same  as  mentioned 
in  the  first  question. 

Q.  4tA.  "  If  the  Indians  act  their  part,  I  have  no 
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doubt  it  will  succeed."    Whmt  part  were  the  Id- 

A.  4ith.  I  cantiot  answer ;  but  on  Ibe  road  I  con- 
jectured that  it  was  to  get  the  Indians  to  help  the 
British,  and  1  talked  with  Watts  and  Brown  about 
it,  and  toid  Ihem  as  much.  Walts  ?aid  Chisholm 
need  not  come  into  his  nation  with  such  talks,  he 
would  not  lake  them.  Carey  said  we  lost  enough 
Already  without  meddling  in  such  things.  Chis- 
holm  tried  to  gel  Brown,  who  in  bis  brother-io' 
law,  to  go  with  bim  to  England,  but  Walts  dis- 
suaded him,  and  he  declined  it.  Perhaps  Qeorge 
Colbert  can  give  some  information;  he  was  with 
tu,  and  liGBraus  talk  the  matter  over  on  the  road. 
Q.  5th.  "  You  are,  however,  to  understand  that 
it  b  not  quite  certaiti  the  plan  will  be  attempted, 
yet  you  will  do  well  to  keep  thinss  in  a  proper 
tnin  for  actioo,  in  case  it  should  be  attempted  ; 
and  to  do  so  will  require  all  your  management." 
This  naragrapl)  shows  that  ^oa  bare  knowledge 
of  the  plan,  aod  are  to  keep  things  in  proper  train 
for  action,  and  that  much  reliance  is  had  upon 
your  management? 

A.  5th.  "  Answered  that  this  subject  had  nerer 
been  understood  by  him." 

Q.  ith.  You  are  advised  to  send  for  Rogers,  and 
to  speak  to  him  yourself  respecting  the  state  and 
prospect  of  things." 

This  implies  a  certainty  of  your  knowledge  of 
the  plan,  and  eridences  a  confidence  in  yom  ~  ~ 
operation  1 
A.  6th.  I  hare  no  knowledse  of  this. 
Q.  ^th.  "  In  short,  yon  understand  the  subject, 
and  must  give  out  the  proper  talks,  to  keep  up  my 
conseqnence  with  the  Creeks  and  Cherokees." 
1  In  this  paragraph  you  nndeniaod  the  subject. 
Bsd  are  relied  on  to  keep  up  the  consequence  of 
the  writer  among  the  Creeks  and  Cherokees? 

A.  7th.  Gorernor  Blonut  reijuested  me,  before 
he  left  Knozville,  to  keep  up  his  name  among  the 
Indians,  and  not  let  them  forget  him.  After  you 
mw  Chisholm's  commanicatioo,  didyouseeGov- 
amor  Blount,  and  hare  any  conversation  on  the 
tubj eel  with  him?  Yes,  I  visited  the  Oovemor, 
and,  after  some  conversation,  I  asked  him  if  he 
knew  what  Chisholm  was  about.  He  started  up  his 
bead  quickly,  and  answered,  "  No,  what  do  you 
mean?  damn  the  fellow,  I  do  not  know  where  be 
ii;  do  you  know  anything  about  bimf"  I  in- 
formed him  of  the  paper;  he  asked  if  it  was 
signed ;  I  told  him,  do  ;  he  then  said,  "  It  is  not 
worth  minding  him,  he  is  such  sort  of  fellow;  aay 
nothing  about  what  you  have  seen." 

Did  Qrant  deliver  yon  any  mesiaM  from  Mr. 
Blonnt?  Yes  he  advised  with  me  about  gettins 
(he  letter  to  Rogers;  told  me  to  seal  it.or  send 
for  him,  whichever  I  thought  best.  I  replied,  1 
would  study  upon  it. 

After  the  discovery  of  the  letter,  did  any  other 
person  apdr  to  you  about  the  discovery?  Yes. 
Col.  John  McCleflan  came  and  a^kcd  me  to  walk, 
■nd  inquired  after  it,  and  how  ii  was  got.  I  tola 
him  it  was  true  it  was  go) ;  he  inquired  after  the 
covet ;  that,  I  told  him,  was  safe.  Ht  said,  the 
discovery  was  a  terrible  affair;  you  ought  to  hi 
destroyed  it 


Charles  McClong,  Gen.  Whit&  John  and  Sam- 
uel McClellan,  came  here,  probably  on  the  same 
subject ;  but  Lieutentnt  Wright  had  enjoined  it 

me  to  hold  no  conversation  with  any  one.  hnt 
.u  his  presence.  This  1  obeyed,  and  told  McClel- 
lao  of  this  order ;  that  I  was  glad  to  see  my  friends, 
but  could  hare  noprivateconversation  with  them. 
1  was  ordered  either  to  go  over  the  river  while 
they  stayed,  or  be  confined  to  the  garrison  ;  I 
obeyed,  and  went  over  the  river. 

What  didyou  understand  about  the  offer  of 
whiskey  to  Watts  from  Governor  Blount?  The 
Quakers  had  spoken  to  Watts  against  driokin^ 
whiskey,  and  he  disliked  it,  and  complained  of  it 

the  Secretary  of  War.    The  Secretary  replied, 

is  now  depended  with  Colonel  Hawkins ;  tbmi 
afterwards  we  were  at  Governor  Blount's,  ud 


;  when  I  come  to  KnoxviUe,  I  will  give 
o  kegs  of  whiskey." 


"T. 


{TU  No.  2.) 

Tbllico,  Ju^  8,  1797. 


ion  of  Jantea  Caier,  taken  by  the  Hon.  Jehu 
sirj,  Judge  of  the  District  ofTnoeaeeciiii  fn- 
9  of  David  &eida7,  Benjamin  Hawkins,  Klaa 


Dinsmoar,  and  Jama*  Bjcra. 

The  deponent  bein^  duty  sworn  to  make  trne 
answers  to  such  qnestions  as  should  be  put  to  him 
relative  to  a  letter  signed  William  Blaunt,  and 
dated  Colonel  King's  Iran  Works,Aprtl21st,1797 
deposeth  as  follows: 

QKMtion  1.  The  letter  being  read,  it  was  asked, 
how  came  you  in  possession  of  that  letter  frimt 
William  Blonnt,  aodressed  to  you  1    Narrate  the 

An»wer.  James  Qrant,  {called  Major  Gi«nt,} 
about  the  20th  of  May,  being  at  the  public  sior^ 
Informed  me  he  had  a  letter  for  me  from  my  cAi 
friend  Qovernor  Blount,  and  he  would  deliver  it 
e.  We  walked  down  to  the  creek  side,  and 
there  he  delivered  to  me  that  letter.  The  band 
was  difficult  to  read,  and  my  sight  is  defective;  be 
said  he  would  hdpme  to  read  it,  and  did  so,  with- 
out looking  at  the  letter,  which  made  me  know  he 
'knew  the  content!. 

Qtteftton  2.  Did  Major  Qrant  deliver  yon  any 
message  from  Mr.  Blount  1 

Atuuxr.  Yes;  be  told  me  be  waii  to  advise  with 
me  about  getting  this  letter  to  Rogers ;  told  me 
to  be  cautious,  to  seal  it,  or  send  for  him,  which- 
ever I  thought  best.  He  said  people  about  here 
thought  it  was  all  over  with  Governor  Blimnt. 
but  he  would  rise  yet ;  and  if  the  plan  in  the  tetter 
took  place,  it  would  be  agreattbingfor  his  friends. 
He  added,  I  should  get  another  letter  from  Gor- 
ernor Blount. 

Queriton  3.  Did  Major  Grant  say  he  would  visit 
yon  again  on  this  subject  1 

Atuwer.  He  said  he  would  visit  me  agsia,  I  un- 
derstood on  this  subject,  and  he  did  eotaa  dows 
here  again. 


DiqinzedhyGoOt^le 


HI8T0KY  OF  CONORBSS. 


238« 


Impeachmaa  tf  WiUiam  Blount. 


Anraer.  Yes;  he  haniled  me  »  newtpa  per  from 
Phltadelpbia,  contaioing'  the  speech  of  Double- 
head,  on  receiTiD^  ^,000  a  year ;  I  supposed  for 
the  purpose  of  circulaticg  it  through  tne  nation. 
Major  Grant  and  Lieatenaol  Davidson  had  some 
conversation  relative  to  the  speech,  the  purport 
not  r«collectedL  Ther  two  came  over  to  [be  field 
whwe  I  was  hoeing  corn.  1  asked  them  io  sit 
dofni  under  (he  shade ;  we  remained  there  a  short 
time,  and  returned — lliJey  on  the  hora&-path  and  I 
on  the  foot-pathj  which  are  a  small  distance  fxom 
each  other.  Lieutenant  Wright  arrived  at  the 
garrison  while  we  were  on  the  other  side  of  the 
river,  and  sent  two  soldiers  after  Lieutenant  Da- 
vidson. On  our  return,  the  two  officers  were 
talking  together,  and  Mr.  Grant  asked  me  what 
this  bustle  meant  1  He  answered  himself,  I  know ; 
it  was  knowQ  at  Enoxville  I  was  going  into  tbe 
Indian  territory  and  it  is  about  me.  Wl^at  has 
become  of  the  letter  I  gave  you  from  Governor 
Blount?  It  is  destroyed,  I  answered  bim.  He 
then  left  tbe  garrison,  and  has  not  since  been  here, 
or  sent  any  message  to  me. 

1  recollect  he  said  Mr.  Byera  was  gone  to  Phi- 
ladelphia, and  that  there  was  some  sttr  or  bustle 
at  Knojville,  but  he  could  not  make  bead  or  tail 
of  iti  but  it  must  be  about  his  going  into  the  na- 
tion. And  he  allowed  that  brought  Mr.  Wright, 
the  LieulenaaL  down. 

(^tealion  5.  This  ia  an  extract  from  tbe  inter- 
cepted letter:  "  Among  other  things  I  wished  to 
have  seen  you  about,  was  the  business  Captain 
Cbisholm  mentioned  to  the  British  Minister  last 
Winter,  at  Philadelphia."  What  was  this  busi- 
oeas  t  It  appears,  by  the  manner  this  is  written, 
you  have  a  knowledge  of  it. 

Anawer.  Captain  Uhi.'holm  did,  for  a  while, 
live  with  me  in  Philadelphia,  but  cbanged  his 
lodgings.  I  was  after  this  invited  by  Colonel 
Menlges  to  dine  with  him,  and  to  take  two  In- 
dians with  me ;  which  I  did,  Colonel  John  Watt» 
and  Laoeley,  Afier  dinner  we  walked  towards 
Schuylkill,  and  were  overtaken  on  the  street  by 
Captain  Cbisholm,  in  a  coach ;  be  invited  us  to 
ride  with  him.  Colonel  Mentges  objected,  but  at 
length,  being  prevailed  on,  we  got  into  tbe  coach 
and  rode  on  towards  Schuylkill,  and  turned  round 
to  a  taTern  ;  there  we  drank  a  bottle  of  wine,  and 
returned.  Mr.  Cbisholm  pressed  us  again  to  go 
into  the  coach ;  we  all  did,  except  Colonel  Ment- 
ges. who  positively  refused. 

As  we  were  returning  in  the  coach,  Chishohn 
said  he  had  been  injurcva  in  ihe  noa-iettlement  of 
his  accMuta,  or  his  buBia^Bs;  aad  iww.  if  it  cost 
him  the  last  drop  of  blood,  he  would  have  satis- 
faction; it  waa  now  in  his  power.  If  tb«]i  would 
ffa  with  him,  be  woald  show  them,  at  bia  lodg- 
ings, a  paper  from  the  British  Minister.  Upon 
ival  there,  he  opened  a  box  and  took    "  " 


ister ;  he  read  it.    Dick  Brown  and  Joha  Walker 
were  there.    Cbisholm  proposed  that  we  shvuld 


go  to  the  British  Minister's.  I  refused,  and  said  I 
bad  no  business  with  bim ;  that  tbe  Indians  might 
go  if  (bey  chose.  Watts  refused,  and  said  be  came 
to  do  business  with  tbe  President,  and  not  with 
the  British.  If  his  interpreter  refused  to  go,  he 
would  not  go. 

Tbe  paper  was  read,  and  it  appeared  to  be  a 
plan  for  tbe  reduction  of  the  Floridas.  This  was 
to  be  sent  to  England  to  the  British  Ministry 
there,  and  tbe  return  from  the  Ministry,  if  it  ar- 
rived at  Philadelphia,  was  to  be  sent  to  Knoxville 
to  Captain  Cbisholm,  or,  if  he  was  not  there,  to 
Ig,  Cbisholm,  the  Captain's  son.  That  if  the 
packet  arrivea  to  the  Southward,  in  the  Floridaa, 
It  was  to  be  sent  up  to  tbe  CheroKeeH.  to  Captain 
Chisholm,  and  if  he  sbotild  be  absekt,  it  waa  to 
be  delivered  to  John  Rogers.  The  bearer  was  to 
say  be  was  going  into  the  nation  for  bia  health. 

The  paper  was  not  signed,  bnt  there  were  the 
names  of^  Jt^n  Rogers,  John  Fitcblia,  Captain 
Chisbolm,  and  Ig.  Chisholm,  in  it  That  I  spoke 
to  Pitchlin  since,  on  the  road,  about  it,  and  he 
said  be  had  not  heard  anythmg  of  it.  I  spoke 
also  to  Rogers,  he  said  it  was  not  worth  minding 
Chisholm. 

Question  6,  "  If  the  Indiaos  act  their  part,  I 
have  q^  doubt  it  will  succeed."  What  part  was 
the  Indians  to  act  t 

Anmeer.  I  cannot  say ;  but  on  tbe  road  I  con- 
jectured It  was  to  get  the  Indians  to  help  the  Brit- 
ish ;  and  I  talked  with  Watts  and  Brown  about 
it,  and  tohl  them  as  much.  Watts  said  Cbisholm 
need  not  come  into  the  nation  with  suob  talks— 
hs  would  not  take'  them.  I  said  we  had  loaC 
enough  already,  without  meddling  in  such  things. 
Chisholm  tried  to  get  Brown,  who  )s  the  brother 
of  bis  Indian  wife,  to  go  with  him  to  Elngland. 
But  Watts  dissuaded  him,  and  he  declined  it. 

Quation  7.  "  I  betieTC  tbe  plan  then  talked  of 
will  be  attempted  next  Fell.  You  aje,  however, 
to  understand  that  it  is  not  Quite  certain  the  plaa 
will  be  attempted,  yet  you  will  do  well  (o  keep 
things  in  a  proper  train  for  action,  in  caae  it  should 
be  attempted,  and  to  do  so  will  t^uiie  all  your 
manaftemeaL" 

This  paragraph  shows  that  you  have  knowledge 
of  tbe  plan,  and  aie  to  keep  things  ia  proper  tiain 
for  action ;  this  shows  you  are  a  confidant  in  the 
business,  and  that  much  reliance  is  bad  on  your 
managemenL 

Antver.  This  subject  has  never  been  mention- 
ed to  me,  except  as  answered  in  the  5th  question, 
and  the  aDswer  to  that  question  discloses  what  I 

Quettiou  8.  "  You  are  advised  to  send  for  Rog- 
ers and  speak  to  him  yotnsetf  reapectiog  the  state 
and  prospect  of  things." 

Tnis  implies  a  certainty  of  your  knowledge  of 
the  plan,  and  evidences  a  confidence  in  your  CO- 

ArtfTcer.  I  have  no  other  knowledge  of  the  plan 
than  what  I  have  communicated. 

QuatioR  9.  "In  short,  you  understand  the  sub- 
ject, and  must  give  out  the  proper  talks,  to  keep 
up  iny  consequence  with  the  Creeks  and  Cheto- 
kees," 
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Hare  you  any  koowiedge  of  ihe  nKaning  of 
this  paragraph,  and  have  you  ever  been  applied  to 
keep  up  ine  consequeace  of  Mr.  Blount  among  the 
Indians  1 

Atuwer,  OoTemot  Blount  requested  me,  before 
he  left  Knoxville.  to  keep  up  bia  name  amoDg  the 
Indians,  and  not  let  them  forget  him. 

Question  10.  After  you  saw  Captain  Chisholm' 
communication,  did  you  see   Govemot   Blount 
and  hav«  any  conretsation  with  him  on  thi 
ject? 

Anaver.  Yes ;  I  risited  the  QoTeruor,  and  after 
some  couTersation,  he  asked  me  if  knew  what 
Chisholm  was  about ;  damn  the  fellow^  I  do  not 
know  where  he  is,  do  you  know  anything  about 
him?  I  answered,  yea;  and  told  him  he  had 
changed  his  JodgingB,  and  where  he  then  lived.  I 
then  asked  Governor  Blount  what  it  was  that 
Chisholm  was  upon  with  the  British  Minister? 
He  started  op  his  head  t^uickly,  and  answered, 
what  do  you  mean  ?  I  informed  him  of  the  paper 
shown  to  me  bv  Chisholm.  He  asked  me  if  it  was 
tiffed?  Iioldhimno.  He  said  it  was  not  worth 
minding  him,  he  is  sncb  a  sort  of  a  fellow ;  say 
nothing  about  what  yon  have  seen. 

Qfieation  11.  After  the  diseoverv  of  ^e  let- 
ter, did  any  persoD  apply  to  you  about  the  dis- 
covery 1 

AtiMvxr.  Yes;  Colonel  John  McClellan 
here,  and  asked  me  to  walk,  and  inquired  after  the 
letter  I  had  received  from  Governor  Blount,  and 
whether  it  was  got  7    He  ihen  inquired  after  the 
cover,  and  whether  they  got  that  ?    I  told  him  the 
cover  was  safe.    He  said  "  the  discovery  waf  a 
terrible  affair.    You  ought  to  have  destroyed  the 
letter.  It  wai^or  would  be,  the  best  planthatev 
was  adopted  for  the  benefit  of  this  country. 
will  try  to  support  Governor  Blount's  character 
this  country.    1  have  heard  Byers  and  the  letter 
were  gone  to  Philadelphia." 

Chailes  McClung  Gen.  White,  John  and  Sam- 
uel McClellan,  and  Willie  Blount,  came  here 
some  days  after  Ihe  foregoing  conversation  with 
Colonel  John  McClellan,  probably  on  the  same 
subject.  But  Lieutenant  Wright  had  enjoined  it 
on  me  to  hold  no  conversation  with  any  one,  but 
in  his  presence.  This  order  I  obeyed,  and  told 
Colonel  John  McClellan  of  this  order;  ihallwis 
glad  to  see  my  friends,  but  could  have  no  private 
conversation  with  them.  I  was  ordered  also,  by 
Lieutenant  Wright,  either  to  go  over  the  river, 
while  the  gentlemen  stayed,  or  be  confined  to  the 
^rrisOD.   Iobeyed,Bnd  went,  by  permission,  over 

Queation  12.  What  did  you  understand  by  the 
offer  of  whiskey  to  Colonel  Watts  by  Governor 
Blount  7 

An&wer.   The  Quakers  had  spoken  to  Watts 


I  will  send  for  you,  and  give  you  two  kegs  of 
whiskey. 

JAMES  CAREY. 
:  8th  day  of  Juli 
JOHN  McNAIRY", 
Judge  of  the  DUtrict  of  Thmetsee. 

(TU  No.  3.) 

Teluco,  Juiy  S,  1797. 
DepoiitioD  of  Williun  L.  Lovely,  taken  hefbre  die  bon- 

orable  John  McNatij,  Judge  of  the  District  of  Ten- 

DMwe,  in  preeence  ot  David  Henly,  Benjamin  Haw- 

kini,  Silu  Dinunoor,  and  Jamea  Byna. 

The  deponent  being  duly  sworn  to  make  trtie 
answers  to  such  questions  as  should  be  put  to  him, 
relative  to  a  letter  signed  "  William  Blount,"  and 
dated  "  Colonel  Kiiu^s  Iron  Works,  April  21st, 
1797,"  deposed  as  follows: 

Quejtion  1.  Do  you  know  anything  relative 
to  the  letter  from  Governor  Blount  to  James 
Carey  7 

Amvxr.  Yes.  Carey  showed  me  the  letter  be- 
fore he  delivered  il  up.  and  seemed  uneasy  abom 
it.  I  read  it,  and  told  him  he  knew  his  own  davj. 
I  believe  I  pointed  out  to  bim  the  nature  of  the 
oath,  and  said  such  a  letter  in  his  bands  was  ai- 

ided  with  dangerous  consequences.  I  knew  the 
handwriting  to  be  that  of  Glovernor  Blount,  and 
was  much  surprised  to  see  such  a  letter.  1  had 
a  great  regard  for  the  man,  and  thonght  to  myself 
I  would  not,  for  a  large  sum,  that  he  should  nave 

committed  himself. 

Queation  Z.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  the 
plan  mentioned  in  the  letter? 

Antvier.  No  other  than  what  I  had  from  Carey 

mself.  He  mentioned,  before  he  received  this, 
upon  his  return  from  Philadelphia,  that  Chisholra 
bad  been  with  the  British  Minister,  while  in  Phil- 
adelphia, on  a  plan  for  the  reduction  of  the  Flori- 
'as,  and  wanted  to  get  the  co-operation  of  the 
adians. 

W.  L.  LOVELY. 

Sworn  before  me,  the  8th  day  of  July,  1797. 
JOHN  McNAIRY, 
Jttdge  of  the  Dittrict  of  Temvee. 

(TU  No.  4.) 
lie  deposition  of  James  Carey,  taken  on  the  twenty- 
'  "  plember,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
hnndmd  and  ninety-eeven,  at  Gr- 
I  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  before  tlie 
Committee  of  the  Honse  of  RepreMntatiTes  of  the 


spoke. 

d  It,  and r 

o  Ihe  Secretary  of  War.  The  Secretary 
replied,  this  now  depended  with  Colonel  Haw- 
kins. Thaiaflerihiswewereai  Governor  Blount's, 

and  Walls  mentioned  the  subject  to  him  in  style  .i^v^ite  ^u^  uiutuu  >BiaiT  m  uiicc  uuuuicu  um- 
of  complaint.  Govemot  Blount  laughed  and  iars,  besides  my  board,  from  the  Government  of 
said  never  mind  it;  when  I  come  to  Knoxville    the  United  States. 


sud  Jamee  CaiOT  having  been  Bnt  sworn,  in  due 

fbnn  of  law,  by  John  HniUm,  Eaqotm,  «ne  of  the 

Justice*  of  the  Peaee  of  the  coon^  of  PhiUdel^ua. 

I  am  inter|ireter  for  the  United  Slates  to  the 

Cherokee  nation  of  Indians,  and  assistant  at  the 

public  store  .established  at  iheTellico  Blockhouse, 

and  I  reside  there  at  present.    For  these  offices  I 

the  annual  salary  of  three  hundred  dol- 
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I  ftttCDded  the  Ch«rokees  on  their  visit  to  Ptiil- 
adelphift  last  Winter,  aud  one  day,  aboat  the  Ust 
of  December,  or  begionins  of  January,  was  invi- 
ted, with  two  of  the  chiefs,  John  Waits  and  John 
Langley,  to  dine  with  Colonel  Mentges.  Af^er 
dinner,  Colonel  Mentees  proposed  to  us  to  take  ■ 
walk  to  the  SchuyUm  ;  Captain  Chisholm  over- 
took Rs  in  a  coach,  and  invited  as  to  ride  with 
him,  which  invitation  we  accepted,  after  ■  little 
hesitation.  We  (topped  at  a  tavern  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  the  city,  and,  after  tftUng-  some  wine, 
we  all  retnrned  in  the  carriage  with  Chlsholm, 
except  Colonel  Mentges,  who  preferred  walking. 
After  Colonel  Mentges  had  left  ni,  and  on  onr 
way  home,  Chisholm  began  a  conversation  with 
me,  which,  at  his  request,  I  repeated  to  the  In- 
dians who  were  with  us.  He  said  that  he  had 
Eeat  power  in  his  hands,  that  he  was  soing  to 
ngland,  and  thoald  return  and  take  the  Floti- 
das.  As  I  knew  him  to  be  a  rattling,  boastine 
kind  of  man,  I  laughed  at  him,  and  did  not  much 
regard  what  he  said.  He  then  told  me,  if  I  would 
not  believe  him  he  would  show  it  to  me  in  wri- 
ting. Accordingly,  when  we  returned  to  our 
lodgings,  he  took  out  of  his  trunk  four,  or  five,  or 
six  sheets  of  gilt  paper,  the  whole  of  which  was 
fiUed  with  a  writing  in  a  very  pretty  hand  ;  this, 
he  said,  he  had  recdved  from  the  British  Minis- 
ter, and  read  to  me  with  such  rapidity  that  I  could 
not  distinctly  understand  it.  It  had  neither  sig- 
nature, direction,  nor  address,  but  purported  to  be 
a  plan  for  the  reduction  of  the  Florida^  by  a  Bri- 
tish and  Indian  force,  of  which,  however,  1  do  not 
recollect  the  particulars.  It  did  not  specify  the 
number  of  men  or  ships  that  were  to  be  engaged 
in  the  expedition  ;  Qovernor  Blount's  name  was 
nowhere  mentioned  in  it,  nor  did  it  contain  the 
names  of  any  other  persons  as  parties  or  associates 
in  the  project,  or  wno  were  to  be  desired  to  join 
in  it ;  nor  do  I  remember  that  it  proposed  at  all  to 
engage  any  citizens  of  the  United  States  in  the 
enteiprise,  or  to  raise  any  force  for  the  porpose 
within  the  United  Slates.  Chisholm  was  styled 
"  Captain,"  in  the  paper,  and  was  to  go  to  England 
to  the  British  Ministry  with  it,  or,  if  he  did  not 

Sr  himself,  the  paper  was  to  be  sent  there,  and 
e  answer  was  to  be  returned  to  the  British  Min- 
ister at  Philadelphia.  If  Chisholm  should  not  be 
in  Fhitadeli^ia  Hhea  the  answer  was  received,  it 
was  to  be  forwarded  by  land  to  Knoxville  to  him, 
or,  in  his  absence,  to  his  son  Ig.  Chisholm,  who 
was  to  send  it  to  the  Cherokee  nation  to  his  fa- 
ther ;  or,  if  his  father  should  not  be  there,  to  de- 
liver it  to  John  Rogers.  If  the  answer  should  be 
sent  ronnd  by  the  Floridas,  it  was,  in  like  manner, 
to  be  forwarded  to  ibe  Cherokee  country  to  Cap- 
tain Chisholm,  or,  in  his  absence,  to  John  Rogers. 
This  arrangement  was  contained  in  the  ptiper. 
Chisholm  himself  said  i^at  be  was  going  to  ffng- 
land  to  get  everything  in  preparation,  and  to  pro- 
cure from  the  Minibtrf  men  and  a  naval  arma- 
ment; that  the  expedition  was  to  come  out'in  a 
larse  privateer ;  that  he  was  to  come  ont  in  her, 
and  to  have  command  of  the  enterprise ;  and  that, 
on  their  arrival  in  the  Floridas,  he  was  to  obtain 
the  aisistance  of  the  Indians,  and  then  attack  the 


Spanish.  Alter  Chisholm  had  read  his  paper, 
and  finished  his  story,  I  continued  to  laugh  at 
him,  and  express  my  incredulity ;  whereupon  he 
said,  if  still  I  would  not  believe  hitn,  I  should  go 
with  him  to  the  British  Minister  the  next  morn- 
ing, and  lake  the  Indians  with  me.  I  lold  him  I 
had  no  business  with  the  British  Minister,  and 
declined  going,  and  so  also  did  the  Indians. 

Two  or  three  days  afferwards,  at  the  request  of 
the  widow  of  the  Hanging  Maw,  I  went  to  Gov- 
ernor Blonnt'a  lodgings  toask  him  for  some  money 
that  he  owed  her.  I  found  him  engaged  in  wri- 
ting, and  alone.  On  my  entrance,  he  said  to  me, 
"  Carey,  what  in  the  devil  has  become  of  Chis- 
holm ;  damn  the  fellow,  where  is  he?"  I  rejdied 
that  he  had  changed  his  lodgings.  Being  thus 
reminded  of  Chisholm,  I  concluded  to  tell  Gov- 
ernor Blount  what  I  had  heard  and  seen.  I  said  to 
him,  therefore,  "  Governor,  do  you  know  what  this 
business  is  that  Chisholm  is  upon  1"  He  instant- 
ly raised  his  head  eagerly  from  the  paper  on 
which  he  was  writing,  and  looking  at  me,  said, 
"No,  no;  what  do  you  mean,  Carey!"  !  then 
told  him  of  my  conversation  with  Cnisholm,  and 
of  what  Chisholm  had  shown  me.  When  I  men- 
tioned the  writing  I  had  seen,  he  again  raised  bis 
head  suddenly,  and  looking  at  rae  Bs  before,  asked 
me  eagerly  whether  that  writing  was  signed  ?  I 
told  him  it  was  not ;  and  then  he  said,  "  Pooh,  pooh, 
Carey,  you  know  what  a  windy,  btasty  fellow 
Chisholm  is,  and  it  is  not  worth  while  to  uke  any 
more  notice  of  it,  or  say  anything  about  it." 

I  had  at  no  time,  before  or  afterwards,  any 
other  communicatioa  of  any  kind  with  Governor 
Blount,  relative  to  this  subject  or  any  other  p(»- 
litical  plan  or  scheme,  until  I  received  from  him 
the  letter  dated  at  Colonel  King's  Iron  Works, 
April  31,  1797,  except  that  once,  in  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  last  Winter,  he  advised  me  not  to  be 
present  at  the  running  of  the  line,  nor  to  have 
anything  to  do  with  it,  as  he  said  it  would  be  « 
troublesome  business,  and  might  occasion  the  In- 
dians to  reflect  on  me. 

In  a  short  time  after  these  occnrrences,  I  left 
the  city  of  Philadelphia  with  the  Indians.  At 
Tellico,  1  mentioned,  without  reserve,  to  Mr.  By- 
ers  and  other  gentlemen  there,  what  Chisholm 
had  said  to  me  and  shown  to  me ;  they  all  seemed 
to  treat  the  thing  very  lightly,  and  to  consider 
Chisholm  and  his  communications  as  equally  un- 
worthy of  attention.  I  mentioned  them  also  to 
John  Rogers,  told  him  how  he  was  mentioned 
in  the  paper,  and  asked  him  if  he  knew  anything 
about  It;  he  said  he  did  not,  and  that  svcb  a 
fellow  as  Chisholm  was  not  worth  minding. 

After  my  return  to  Tellico,  on  or  about  the  20th 
of  May,  I  was  told  that  James  Qrani,  commonly 
called  Major  Grant,  wanted  to  see  me.  When  I 
met  him,  be  told  me  he  had  a  letter  for  me  which 
he  wished  to  deliver  to  me  when  we  were  by  onr- 
selves.  We  walked  away  together  some  distance, 
and  he  then  said  he  had  a  letter  for  me  from  my  old 
friend  Governor  Blount.  He  delivered  it  to  me, 
and,  on  opening  it,  I  found,  within  the  same  cov- 
er, two  letters,  one  for  John  Rogera,  dated  "  Ten- 
nessee, Snltivan  county,  April  21, 1797,  (Colonel 
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Kiag'»  Iron  Works,"}  the  other  for  ine,  daied 
"  C0I006I  King's  Iron  Works,  April  21,  1767," 
both  of  vhich  Tettera  are  now  Id  the  possessioD  of 
the  committee.  Without  aitending  to  the  direc- 
tion, I  first  opened  that  which  was  addressed  10 
Rogers,  and  read  down  one  side,  which  related  to 
a  runaway  negro  feUow,  before  I  discovered  my 
mistake.  I  then  began  the  letter  which  was  di- 
rected to  me.  Major  Grant  and  1  were  sitlins 
within  two  or  three  feet  of  each  other.  I  reaB 
loud  enough  to  be  beard  by  him  ;  and, 
sometimes  nt  a  toss  to  nuke  out  a  word,  being  a 
poor  scholar,  he  told  me  what  it  was,  and  explain- 
ed to  me  and  corrected  me  whenerer  I  blundered 
as  I  went  on.  When  I  had  finished  reading  it,  he 
aid  to  me,  "  Now,  Carey,  you  must  be  very  care- 
ful, as  your  friend  Grorernor  Blouat  puis  great 

.  confidence  in  you ;  you  must  observe  what  he 
tells  you,  that  when  you  have  read  the  letter  two 
or  three  times  you  are  to  burn  it.  He  then  asked 
me  what  I  intended  to  do ;  whether  I  would  kead 
the  letter  lo  Roger^  or  send  for  Rogers  to  come  to 
me.  1  [old  him  I  did  not  know ;  perhaps  I  might 
write  to  Ro^rs,  aod,  if  I  did,  1  would  let  him 
know.  He  said  tnat  people  thereabouts  thought  it 
was  all  over  with  Governor  Blount,  but  he  would 
rise  yetj  that  if  his  plan  should  take  place,  it 
would  be  a  great  thing  for  the  friead!>  of  the  busi- 
ness and  for  [he  couQtrjr;  that  QoTernor  Btouot 
wo[ild  entrust  nobody  with  the  care  of  the  letter 
but  him,  and  that  he  had  come  to  Tellico  on  pur- 
pose to  deliver  it  tome;  that  I  should  receive  an- 
other letter  from  Governor  Blount,  and  that  he, 
Uajor  Grant,  would  come  dowo  igaia  to  see  me 
on  the  subject.  I  then  told  him  that  I  could  not 
tarry  there  any  longer,  as  1  was  wanted  at  the 
store.  As  we  returned,  he  repeated  to  me  that  I 
should  be  careful,  that  the  business  was  of  ^reat 

consequence,  that  it  would  be  of "■  - 

bis  friends,      ■  ■      — 

confidence 

tUU. 

I  kept  the  letter,  but  did  not  know  what  tu  do 
with  it  or  think  about  it.  I  bad,  a  few  days  be- 
fore, been  sworn  by  Mr.  Dinsmoor,  to  esecaie  my 
appointments  with  fidelity  to  the  United  States; 
and  I  was  much  embarrassed  between  my  regard 
for  Governor  Blount  and  what  m^ht  possibly  be 
my  duty  in  respect  lo  the  letter.  Iconsulted  Ma- 
jor Lewis  Lovely,  who  is  clerk  at  the  store,  and 
■bowed  him  the  letter.  He  told  ma  he  did  not 
know  what  to  advise,  but  that  1  should  consider 

'  m?  oath.  I  took  occasion,  a  few  days  afterwards, 
w&en  I  was  alone  with  Mr.  Byers,  to  tell  him  that 
I  had  a  strange  letter  in  my  possession,  which  I  did 
.  aot  know  what  to  do  about.  He  asked  me  who  it 
was  from.  I  told  him,  aud  promised  to  show  it 
to  him  the  nest  morning,  which  I  did  according- 
ly ;  and,  on  his  assurance  that  it  was  of  import- 
aace  to  the  public  that  it  should  be  disclosed,  I 
gave  it  to  him. 

After  Byers  had  brought  the  letter  to  Philadel- 
phia, Major  Grant  came  again  to  TelLico.  1  was 
planting  com  on  the  other  side  of  the  river ;  he 
sod  Lieutenant  Davidson  came  over  to  me.  Major 
Chant  took  «  newspaper  out  of  his  pockat,  read  it 


forme,  and  save  it  to  me.  It  contained  some- 
thing about  Doublebead's  having  been  at  Phila- 
delphia with  Gen.  Knox,  aod  obtaiQing  a  greater 
annuity  for  the  iDdian  country  than  had  before 
been  stipulated.  Davidson  and  Grant  entered 
into  an  argument  about  it ;  and  then  we  returned 
towards  the  Blockhouse,  whither  I  invited  them 
to  take  a  drink  They  pursued  the  horsepath, 
and  I  went  on  the  footpath  at  some  distance  irom 
them.  In  a  little  while  I  was  met  by  a  soldier, 
who  said  there  was  an  eijH'ess  come  to  the  Block- 
house for  Lieutenant  Davidson  and  me,  and  theit 
passed  on  10  inform  Davidson.  A  little  furtbei 
on  I  met  another  soldier,  with  a  paper  for  Lieti- 
tenant  Davidson,  which  was  delivered  to  him  as 
soon  as  he  came  up;  and  he  then  told  us  that 
Lieutenant  Wright  had  come  to  the  garrison. 
We  crossed  the  river,  and  the  two  lieutenants 
entered  into  discourse  together,  and  walked  away 
by  themselves.  Grant  liien  said  to  me,  he  be- 
lieved be  knew  what  all  that  bustle  was  aboni; 
that  he  had  said  at  Knoxville  that  be  was  going 
into  the  Indian  country,  and  he  supposed  Wright 
had  come  to  stop  him.  He  said,  also,  that  there 
was  a  great  stir  at  Knoxville  about  sometbing, 
but  he  could  not  make  out  what.  He  asked  me 
what  I  bad  done  with  the  letter  from  Govemoi 
Blount.  I  said  it  was  gone,  but  did  aot  tell  bin 
where,  nor  did  he  pursue  the  question  further,  but 
I  thought  looked  very  cool  upon  me.  The  otfcen 
soon  returned,  and  Lieutenant  Wright  coniinoed 
with  me  and  Major  Grant;  and  I  afterwards  on* 
derstood  that  his  ousiness  at  Tellico  was  to  follow 
Major  Grant,  and  prevent  him  from  havine  any 
private  intercourse  with  me.  Grant,  immedlaiely 
oAer  taking  a  drink,  left  us,  and  returned  to 
KnoxviUe. 

A  few  days  afterwards,  a  Colonel  Jolu 
M'Clelian,  of  Knoxville,  came  to  Tellico,  and 
called  me  out,  and  asked  me  if  I  bad  not  re- 
ceived a  letter  from  Governor  Blouni.  I  said 
I  had.  He  asked  me  what  were  the  cootenB, 
and  said  there  was  a  terrible  to-do  about  ii  at 
KnoxviUe,  aod  that  it  was  reported  that  Byen 
had  got  it  from  me  when  I  was  drunk.  I  told 
him  It  was  true  that  Byers  had  got  iL    He  i«> 

Cted  his  question  about  the  contents.  I  told 
I  I  could  not  recollect  them  alL  He  said  it 
a  damned  thing  that  I  had  let  it  ^o.  He  then 
i  me  if  the  cover  was  gone ;  1  said,  I  beltevcd 
He  then  observed,  that  he  supposed  the  lei- 
vas  about  something  relative  lo  Florida.  I 
replied,  I  supposed  it  was.  He  said,  he  imagined 
it  was  lo  the  same  pu^se  as  one  which  he  had 
himself  received  from  Governor  Blonot :  bat  that, 
by  Qod,  ibey  should  not  get  that  from  nimi  that 
he  was  determined  to  support  Governor  Blount, 
~~id  so  were  many  others  m  that  counUy. 

Some  days  afterwards,  Charles  M'Clun,  Gene- 
ral White,  Willie  BlouQt,  and  Colonel  M'CU- 
loa's  brother  came  also  to  Tellico  along  with  the 
Colonel;  bnt  1  was  desired  by  Lieutenant  Wright 
—  to  hold  conversation  witn  any  of  them,  except 
lis  presence.  I  took  therefore,  an  early  oppW' 
tuniiy  to  mention  to  Colonel  M'Clelian  that  I  was 
glad  to  see  my  friends,  but  that  I  was  not  permit- 
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ted  to  bare  any  private  discourse  with  ihein. 
Afterwards,  they  waoted  me  to  go  over  the  river 
with  ihem  to  get  fruit ;  but  I  declined,  telling 
them  that  I  mould  go  over  and  send  them  some 
by  the  Indians,  but  that  I  could  not  go  with  Ihem. 

The  letter  for  John  Rogers  which  was  enclosed 
in  the  same  cover  with  that  I  received  from  Gov 
ernor  Blount,  I  delivered  to  Col.  Hawkins. 

I  never  received  the  letter  which  is  now  pro- 
daeed  to  me,  su^tied  "  William  Blount,"  dated 
"April  84,  1797,"  and  in  the  handwriting  of  Gov- 
ernor BloUDt,  and  directed  to  "James  Carey,  Tel- 

lico  Blockhouse Col.  King." 

JAMES  CAREY. 


(VW.) 
The  depoaidon  of  John  Rogen,  redding  unaDg  Ike 
Cmk  Indiaoa,  taken  at  Gennanlown,  in  the  State 
of  Pmnajhania,  on  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  Sep- 
tember, in  the  year  1 797,  before  the  Committee  of 
■he  HonM  of  RepreMntUmi  «f  the  United  States, 

nmnnted  to  prepare  ArtJcler" "■ "  — ' — ' 

mlliam  Btonnt;  atwhidi 


die  Peace  for  the  nid  State,  the  fbUowing  peMagaof 
•  latter  addraaaed  to  him.  Binned  by  the  loid  WiUiam 
Bkmnt,  and  dated  Temienae,  SulUvan  county,  April 
31it,  1797,  waa  read  to  him,  vii: 
"  I  suppose  you  know  that  Captain  Chisbolm 
informed  me  of  yours  and  his  objects,  lest  Winter, 
at  Philadelphia.    I  now  tell  ynn  that  I  am  induced 
to  believe  that  plan  will  go  into  operation ;  and, 
if  it  does,  it  will  be  attended  with  great  lucceas. 
You  will  do  well  to  keep  things  in  a  train ;  but 
take  care  and  act  wisely."    And  the  said  John 
Rogers  being  thereupon  required  to  declare  what 
were  the  objects,  nature,  and  particulars  of  the 
plan,  mentioned  in  this  letter^  and  what  he  knew 
eonceniing  the  views  and  projects  of  the  said  Wil- 
liam Blount,  John  Cbiaholm,  and  others  connected 
with  them,  he  answered  as  follows : 

"  I  have  resided  for  many  veors  past,  and  still 
do  reside,  in  the  Creek  and  Cherokee  nations,  bat 
I  hold  no  office  or  employment  of  any  kind  under 
the  Ooveroment  of  the  United  States.  When 
BOme  chiefs  and  warriors  of  the  Creeks  came  to 
Philadelphia,  last  Winter,  on  business  front  their 
nation  with  the  President  of  the  United  States,  I 
attended  them  as  their  interpreter,  at  their  request, 
and  not  at  the  instance  of  the  American  Govern- 
ment. After  I  had  been  some  time  in  Philadet- 
fhia,  John  Chisbolm,  commonlv  called  Captain 
!hisholm,  asked  me  what  I  should  think  of  a  voy- 
age to  England?  I  replied,  that  I  should  not 
think  of  it  at  all,  it  having  alvrmys  been  my  deter- 
mination never  to  cross  the  sea  unless  by  compul- 
sion. He  told  me  then  that  I  might  make  my 
fortune  bjr  going  to  England.  I  asked  him  how  1 
He  answered  that  England  and  Spain  were  abont 
to  be  engaged  in  a  war  aaaiost  each  other,  or  actn- 
ally  were  so  ;  ibal  England  would  naturally  be 
desirous  of  engaging  the  Sonlhem  Indians  in  her 
interest,  and  that  there  was  do  doubt  that,  by  con- 
ducting some  of  the  Creek  chiefs  to  that  country, 


I  might  make  my  fortune.  I  replied  that  I  had  no 
wish  to  engage  in  any  such  enteroriae,  and  would 
not  go.  He  then  asked  me  whetner  I  would  not 
prevail  on  some  of  the  chiefs  to  accompany  him 
to  England?  Which  I  also  refused  to  attempt; 
telling  him  that  he  was  a  fool,  and  that  I  did  not 


ference  in  a  matter  of  that  kind  with  the  Indians. 

"He  said  no  more  to  me  at  that  time;  but  I 
leami,  soon  afterwards,  that  he  had  been  speaking 
on  the  same  subject  to  some  of  the  Indiana,  whom 
1  advised  to  have  nothing  to  do  with  him,  obserr- 
ing  that  he  was  a  man  of  no  sense,  to  whom  no 
attention  ought  to  be  paid. 

"  Some  days  afterwards  he  came  to  my  lodgings 
and  had  some  conversation  with  me,  which  ended 
in  my  telling  him  that  I  disapproved  much  of 
his  conduct,  and  desired  to  hear  no  more  of  hit 
projects. 

"  Being  a  short  time  afterwards,  however,  at  his 
tod^ngs,  I  taw  a  number  of  writings  an  his  table, 
which,  lookiug  hastily  over  a  part  of  them,  I  took 
to  he  plans  of  propositions  to  be  made,  in  the 
name  of  the  Indians  to  the  British  Oovetnment 
relative  to  the  sending  of  a  force  into  Florida.  I 
paid,  however,  very  little  attention  to  them,  nor 
did  he  reed  them  to  me,  or  explain  their  contents; 
but  I  took  them  to  be  in  his  handwriting.  Bein|> 
much  dis[deBsed  at  this,  and  other  parts  of  his 
conduct,  I  left  the  room,  advising  him  totakecare  . 
that  he  did  not  get  hanged. 

"  He  made  no  aecret  of  his  project,  which,  on 
the  contrary,  he  talked  of  in  a  very  public  untn- 
ner;  but  he  never  mentioned  to  me  any  person  aa 
being  engaged  in  it  beside  himself,  nor  did  he 
ever,  in  my  hearing,  name  either  Governor  Blount 
or  the  British  Minister.  His  plan,  accordinf;  to 
bis  own  account  of  it,  was  to  induce  the  British 
Government  to  send  a  force  into  Florida  sufficient 
to  garrison  Pensacola,  New  Orleans,  dtc,  and  to 
protect  the  country  against  the  Spaniards,  after 
the  people,  assisted  perhaps  by  the  Indians,  should 
have  risen  against  them,  and  thrown  off  their 
Government.  For  this  purpose  he  was  to  go  to 
England ;  and  he  wished  the  Indians,  and  other 
persons  from  the  Western  country,  to  aecompwoy 
nim,  in  order,  as  I  understood  the  matter,  to  give 
greater  weight  to  his  representations. 

"  As  for  (^vernor  Blount,  I  am  little  better  than 
an  absolute  stranger  to  htm,  never  having  corres- 
ponded with  him  at  any  time,  nor  seen  him  till  I 
came  to  Philadelphia  last  Winter.  Even  then  I 
saw  but  very  little  of  him,  nor  was  I  at  his  house 
more  than  three  times;  on  one  of  which  occaaiona 
he  asked  me  if  I  knew  what  Chisbolm  was  aboot? 
I  replied  that  he  was  loitering  about  the  town^  or 
something  to  that  effect.  He  then  asked  me  if  I 
had  heard  Chisbolm  speak  of  going  to  England? 
I  replied  that  I  had.  He  asked  me  what  I  tfioo^t 
of  the  matter?  I  answered  thai  1  considered  it 
as  mere  idle  talk.  'Governor  Blount,  by  his  man- 
ner of  anstvering,  seemed  to  be  of  the  same  opin- 
ion ;  and  there  our  conversation  ended.  This  waa 
the  only  mention  that  he  ever  made  to  me  of 
Chiiholm  or  his  {dans ;  nor  did  any  eorrespoid- 
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ence,  od  that  or  any  other  subject,  ever  take  place 
betveen  us.  I  suppose  that  the  plan  which  he 
talks  of.  in  the  letter  addressed  to  me,  but  never 
received,  was  this  pJaa  or  Chisholm's  ;  and  1  con- 
jecture that  he  was  induced  to  write  to  me  in  that 
strain,  and  on  such  a  subject,  by  some  misrepre- 
sentation of  Chisbolm,  who  probably  lotd  aim 
that  1  had  approved  the  pToiecl^  and  engaged  to 
act  a  part  in  ita  execution.  Tbia,  however,  I  do 
not  know  lo  be  (he  case. 

"  I  never  heard  the  aSair  mentioned  in  any  other 
way,  nor  by  any  other  person,  than  as  related 
above ;  till  od  rov  return,  lately,  from  aa  eicursion 
among  the  Creeks,  I  found  it  a  subject  of  general 
conTersaiion,  and  received  the  summons  by  virtue 
of  which  I  have  attended  the  committee." 

The  said  John  Rogers  being  then  asked  whether 
he  knew  anrtbing  else  which  had  relation  to  the 
subject  of  this  examination,  answered  that  he  did 
not. 

JOHN  ROGERS. 

Sworn  and  subscribed,  September  29, 1797. 


FT  Lord  one  thomand  (even  bondred  and 
•even,  at  Genautown,  in  the  State  of  Pennqrlvuua, 
before  the  Commitlee  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tivea  of  the  United  Stole*,  appointed  lo  piepaie  and 

report  Artidea  of  Impeadunent  HgaJnat  WiUiam 
.  Blounl ;  the  said  Junes  Grant  being  duly  sworn  bj 

Jolm  Huston,  Esq.,  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace 

of  the  conntj  of  Pbiladelphi*. 

"  I  reside  at  Knoxville,  in  the  State  of  Tennes- 
see, and  am  generally  called  Major  Qrani.  On 
the  twenty-eighth  day  of  April  last,  being  on  my 
return  from  Hillsborough,  in  North  Carolina,  lo 
Elnoxville,  I  met  William  Blount,  a  member  of 
the  Senate  of  the  United  Slates  for  the  State  of 
Tennessee,  at  Washington  county,  in  the  State  of 
Virginia.    We  conversed  together  on  various  sub- 

K;ts.  He  spoke  of  the  line  that  was  to  be  run 
tween  the  Indians  and  the  State  of  Tennessee. 
He  appeared  to  have  it  much  at  heart  that  it 
^onla  be  run  conformably  to  (he  line  which  had 
been  fixed  on  by  Doublehead  and  several  chiefs 
of  the  Cherokee  nation  with  the  late  Secretary  of 
War,  Ckneral  Knox,  in  Philadelphia,  subsequent 
to  the  treaty  which  had  been  made  by  him,  Gov- 
ernor Blount,  celled  the  Treaty  of  Holstein.  His 
object,  as  I  viewed  it,  appeared  to  be  to  avert  as 
much  resjMDsibility  as  possible  from  himself ;  that 
in  case  either  party  should  be  dissatisfied  with  (he 
line  which  tbe  Commissioners  might  run,  no  cen- 
sure might  reach  him  for  having  made  (he  treaty, 
and  that  be  might,  as  much  as  possible,  preserve 
the  confidence  both  of  the  Indians  and  citizens. 
He  mentioned  that  he  had  written  to  Carey  from 
King's  Iron  Works,  and  had  furnished  him  with 
such  hints  and  talks  on  the  subject  as  would  ena- 
ble him  (0  conviitce  the  Indians  that  Double- 
head's  line  was  the  one  which  the  Commission- 
ers and  the  Indians  ought  to  establish  as  the  divid- 
.ing  line  between  the  Cherokees  and  Tennessee. 


He,  at  the  same  time,  expressed  some  doubt 
whether  Carey  would  do  the  thing  as  effectually  as 
he  could  wish ;  that  is,  as  I  understood  it,  whether 
he  could  sufGcienily  impress  on  tbe  minds  of  the 
Indians  that  they  should  have  no  cause  lo  be  dis- 
satisfied with  his  official  transactions  with  them; 
and  he  therefore .  requested  me,  if  I  should  e« 
Carey,  to  tell  him.  by  all  means,  to  send  for  Ro- 
gers ;  and  again  repeated  it,  '  Teti  Carey  to  send 
for  Rogers.' 

"After  speaking  generally  of  some  unfortunate 
circumstances  baring  taken  place  in  bis  pecuniary 
afiairs  iu  Philadelphia,  he  told  me,  in  confideoc^ 
that  there  was  a  plan  on  foot  which,  he  hoped, 
would  relieve  him  from  his  difficulties.  I  assed 
him  the  nature  and  extent  of  it,  believing  it  ta  be 
a  landed  negotiation  which  I  bad  understood  he 
with  some  others  "were  concerned  iik,  and  had  in 
operation  by  their  agents  in  London  and  else- 
where. He  informed  me  that  it  was  ijuite  a  dif- 
ferent thing;  that  it  was  a  plan,  respecting  which, 
Chisbolm  and  several  of  the  chiefs  bad  been  with 
the  British  Minister  durine  the  last  Winter  in 
Philadelphia,  and  an  the  subject  of  which  Chit- 
holm  had  a  paper  in  the  handwriting  of  Blr. 
Liston,  though  he  believed  bis  name  was  not  to 
it ;  that  the  intention  of  (he  thing  was  a  co-ope- 
ration ol  the  Indians  with  the  British  in  taking 
(he  Floridas,  and  es(ablishlDg  a  Briiish  Govern- 
ment in  the  Spanish  dominions  on  the  Mississip- 
pi, which,  be  conceived,  would  be  oi  ^reat  utility 
to  (he  Western  country.  He  said,  if  the  jJan 
should  go  forward,  he  should  be  engaged  in  it; 
that  he  was  to  use  his  influence  to  bring  the  In- 
dians to  act  their  part,. and  to  conduct  (hem  as 
(heir  railiury  leader  on  the  expedition;  and  that 
be  was  to  be  rewaYded  by  some  high  official  sit- 
uation in  the  Government  of  the  conquered  conn- 
try.  He  made  no  direct  overture  to  me  to  join 
in  the  enterprise;  but  said  that,  if  he  succe^ted, 
'      ihould  have  it  in  his  power  to  provide  hand- 


pecuniary  engagements  which  Hind  been  induced 
to  contract  by  endorsing  paper  on  his  assurance 
that  the  payment  should  be  provided  far,  and 
which  he  (old  me  there  would  De  no  other  meth- 
od of  avoiding  than  by  going  out  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States.  He  did  not  mention 
the  namesof  any  persons  who  were  to  be  associa- 
ted with  him  in  his  project,  but  I  understood  ^n- 
erally  from  him  that  any  citizens  of  tbe  Dnited 
States  who  would  enga^in  the  eoterprise,  as  vol- 
unteers, should  be  received  and  employed.  He 
appeared  to  place  great  reliance  on  the  assistance 
of  Rogers  and  Carey,  and  on  their  influence  in 
persuading  the  Indians  to  second  his  views.  He 
spoke  particularly  of  Rogers  asa  more  resolute  and 
determined  man,  and  more  lo  be  depended  on. 
than  Carey.  He  did  not  explain  the  arrangement 
of  the  plan  more  particularly  than  that  a  naval 
armament  was  to  be  sent  from  Great  Britain, 
which  was  to  biiiig  out  the  materials  for  the  en- 
lerptise.  and  which  was  to  be  co-operated  with 
on  the  land  side,,  under  his  directions,  by  the  Id- 
dians  and  such  other  force  u  he  could  engage  for 
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the  purpose.    He  spoke  of  it  aa  ao  affair 

irhicb  depended  on  prelim]' 

-GutasCances  yet  to  be  arranged.    I  uuderi 


matured,  but  whicb  depended  on  preliminary 
Gumstances  yet  to  be  arranged.  I  undentooa 
the  paper,  Which  he  mentioned  Chisholm  to  have 


in  the  handwriting  of  Mr.  Liston,  coalained  the 
project  of  the  expedition. 

"1  parted  from  OoTernor  Blount  about  one 
hundred  and  &fty  or  one  hundred  and  tisly  miles 
from  Knoxville,  and  proceeded  on  my  journey. 
On  the  15th  of  May.  or  aboQt  thai  time,  1  was 
goiog  from  Knozville  to  Tellico  Block-house,  to 
settle  some  pecuniary  transactions  of  my  own; 
when  1  was  requested  by  Colonel  Jamea  King  to 
take  down  some  letters.  On  my  sigoifying  my 
willingness  to  lake  them,  he  gave  me  two  letters 
to  James  Carey,  and  one  for  Major  Lovely— all 
from  Qovernor  Blount.  One  of  the  letters  for 
Carey  was,  I  think,  under  two  seals,  and  was 
niBiked  on  the  sup«rscriptian  No.  1 — the  other 
two  tetters  were  open.  When  they  were  deliver- 
ed to'  me  by  Colonel  King,  he  enjoined  me  to  de- 
Uver  the  sealed  letter  to  Carey  secretly.  I  did  not 
inquire  the  motive  of  this  injanction,  because  I 
supposed  iE  was  the  letter  of  which  Oovernor 
Blount  had  spoken  to  me  in  Washington  county, 
and  (hat  Colonel  King  was  acquainted  with  the 
subject  of  it.  I  delivered  all  the  letters  as  1  was 
requested;  the  unsealed  letter  for  Carey,  which 
was  upon  private  basineaa,  1  took  back  from  him, 
as  its  object  could  not  then  be  complied  with  ;  I 
have  obtained  from  Major  Lovely,  since  the  pro- 
cess of  the  commiiiee  was  served  upon  me,  that 
which  was  directed  to  him,  and  they  are  now  both 
delivered  to  the  committee;  and  are  both  dated 
April  24, 1797. 

"  When  1  handed  the  letter  marked  No.  1  to 
Carey,  I  sat  at  some  little  distaikce  from  him ;  he 
broke  the  seals,  and,  while  reading  it,  asked  me 
the  explanation  of  some  words  imcb  he  could 
not  make  out.  I  presume  I  told  him  what  the 
words  were.  He  aid  not  read  the  letter  to  me, 
nor  hand  it  to  me  to  read,  but  only  showed  me, 
when  be  was  at  a  loss,  the  word  which  he  wanted 
explained ;  nor  did  I  know  the  contents  of  the 
lener  nniil,  in  the  following  June,  Colonel  David 
Henly  delivered  me  a  copy  in  the  band-writing  uf 
James  M'Henry,  Secretary  of  War,  certified  as 
the  letter  of  William  Blount  to 'Dear  Carey,' 
which  [  was  desired  to  publish  in  the  Enoxville 
press  then  under  my  care.  When  Carey  had  fin- 
ished reading  it,  he  said  'Yes,  I  understand  it,  and 
will  pay  attentioD  to  it.'  I  then  mentioned  to 
him,  agreeably  to  my  promise,  Oovernor  Blount's 
request  thai  he  would  send  for  Rogers.  He  said 
he  would.  I  did  not  observe  that  (here  was  any 
letter  for  Rogers  enclosed  in  that  which  was  direc- 
ted to  Carey.  I  saw  none.  I  never  saw  the  let- 
ler  now  produced  to  me  from  Blount  to  Rogers, 
dated  'Tennessee,  Sullivan  county,  April  21, 1797 
(Colonel  King's  Iron  Works).'  When  I  desired 
Carey  to  be  sare  to  send  for  Rogers,  he  said  to 
me,  '1  see  you  know  somethinff  about  the  buii- 
ness.'  1  replied,  'That  is  all  I  Know  about  the 
business,  that  yon  are  to  send  for  Rogers.' 

"  The  letter  in  the  possession  of  the  committee, 
signed  James  Qrant,  directed  to  '  Hon.  William 


Dlounl,  Senator,  Congress,  Philadelphia.'  and 
dated  at  Enoxville,  Sith  May,  179T,  is  in  my 
handwriting.  I  think  it  was  written  in  conse- 
quence of  Colonel  King's  request  that  1  should 
notify  to  Oovernor  Bloum  the  delivery  of  his  let- 
ter to  Carey.  I  recollect  no  particular  reason  for 
not  writing  the  name  of  Rogers  at  length  in  it  j 
and  the  other  commuoicaiioDs  of  the  letter  were 
a  mere  relation  of  the  current  news  of  the  coiia- 
tiy,  without  any  other  object  ;  the  principal  In- 
dian information  containea  in  it,  or  a  part  of  it,  1 
obtained  from  Carey. 

"  Some  time  on  or  about  the  ninth  of  June,  I 
went  again  to  Tellico,  on  private,  business  of  my 
own.  I  took  with  me  a  newspaper  which  bad 
been  lecen^  published  at  KnoiviUe,  and  which 
contained  Doublehead's  treaty,  which  I  gave  to 
Carey,  for  the  purpose  of  explaining  the  subject 
to  the  Indians.  I  asked  him  what  had  become  of 
the  letter  which  I  had  delivered  to  him  from  Oov- 
ernor Blount,  and  mentioned  that  I  had  heaidit 
had  been  obtained  from  him.  He  renlied  that  m- 
body  had  got  it  from  him  unless  he  nad  been  rob- 
bed of  it.  When  I  sec  out  from  Knosville,  on 
this  visit  to  Tellico,  Lieutenant  Wright  and  some 
others  inquired  where  I  was  going ;  1  lotd  them  I 
was  going  to  the  Indian  country.  My  reason  for 
this  was  to  disappoint  the  inquisitive  temper  of 
persons  who  chos^  to  entertain  very  injurious  sus- 
picions about  me.  and  to  amuse  myself  with  the 
new  conjectures  tnat  would  be  formed  on  the  sub- 
ject. 

"JAMES  ORAHT." 


(ABC.) 

U  Catholigue,  par  It  otoyen  Xlthtll,  habitant  du 

Tenne*ut. 

1°.  Q,u'il  a  fiti  enroli  par  le  nommfi  Chisholm, 
agent  Anglais  et  habitant  en  Tennessee,  1000  hab- 
itans  de  cette  Province  destines  &  attaquer  les 
postes  du  Baton  Rouge,  de  New  Gales,  et  des  Ec- 
ots  k  Margot. 

S".  Q,ue  Chisholm  a  fait  toute  la  reconnaiss- 
ance de  la  Louisiane  el  des  deux  Florides,  el  cber- 
che  &  engager  les  nations  Creek  et  Cherokee  k 
toumer  leurs  armes  contre  les  possessions  Espag- 
noles. 

3°.  Q,ue  Chisholm  a  obtenu  une  lisle  de  1500 
torys,  ou  royalisies  Anglais,  des  Natchez,  (dont  il 
est  porteurj  qui  se  sont  engages  &  prendre  les 
armes  en  faveut  des  Aoglais  dis  qu'ils  parai- 
troot  pour  attaquer  la  Basse  Louisiane  etmarcber 

de  1&  sur  St.  k  re. 

4°.  Qu'll  se  forme  un  rassemblemeni  sur  les  lacs 
compose  de  500  Anglais  troupes  de  ligne,  700 
Canadiens  milice  soldte,  et  SOOO  sauvages  qui  do- 
ivent  tlte  commandos  par  le  chef  Brent. 

5°.  Que  ce  corps  doit  descendre  par  la  riviere 
dei  Illinois,  attaquer  St.  Louis,  la  Nouvelle  M^- 
rid,  marcher  ensuite  sur  St.  A  Fe  en  suivant^ 
rivilre  St.  Francois  et  celle  des  Arkansas. 

6°.  due  Chisholm  s'esC  procure  six  pieces 
de  canon  de  campagne  qu'il  a  deposfees  sut  la 
riviere  du  Tennessee  entre  les  mains  d'un  df  aat 
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1°.  Q,ue  le  leadeZTOiM  pour  les  AmericaioE  est 
fix6  k  KuozTille,  dans  le  TeDuessee,  pour  le  1'  de 
Juillel. 

8*.  Q,u'en  coniiqueuce,  Ghiaholm,  gai  ■  dis- 
poat  de  toute»  ce«  cnosea  aprds  en  avoir  fail  um 
rapport  an  JVimttre  Liitan,  deroit  partir  le  28  de 
iixn  de  Philadelphie  pour  Loadres  snr  te  baci- 
meai*  destinfi  pour  Hambourg,  poor  faire  part  au 
goarernemeut  de  ce  projet  deraaadC  des  vaisse- 
ani  et  de  I'argeut  pour  sod  execution. 

9°.  EDfin,  pour  preuve  de  ce  qu'il  avan^oit,  le 
citofen  Miichell  m'a  remissuoelettre  en  original, 
■ign6e  de  Chisholm  et  doat  conie  est  cy-joia(e. 

Fait  A  Philadelphie,  le  12  JuiUet,  1797. 

(DEF.) 
[Copy.] 
^  Philadelpbia,  March  17,  1797. 

Messrs.  Mitchell  and  Chaioe  :  You  will  ob- 
serve, ibat  it  will  be  necessary  for  you  to  be  in  the 
Slate  of  Tennessee  on  the  Gnt  day  of  July  next, 
in  order  lo  perform  wbat  we  hsTe  agreed  on.  You 
may  rely  on  every  attention  on  my  part,  and  every- 
thing  that  we  hare  talked  of  shall  be  performed 
agreeable  to  the  existing  plan. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  your  very  humble  servant, 
JOHN  CHISHOLM. 

Pour  copie  conforme  A  I'originat  qui  reste  entre 


the  United  States,  aud  inTolvingus  on  the  side  of 
Qresi  Britain  sgainst  Spain  and  Ftauce,  toiDe  ot 
which  were  signed  by  Robert  Lision,  the  BritiA 
Minister ;  that  these  letters  offer  rewards  for  those 
who  would  engage  in  the  enterprise ;  that  they 
were  covered  under  some  old  papers  and  rabbin. 
That  when  they  were  discovered,  Doctor  Ro- 
mayne  appeared  much  confused ;  that  letters  of 
more  importance  had  been  destroyed  by  Doctor 
Romayne.  That  Captain  Baton,  on  his  retora  to 
Philadelphia,  mentioned  those  cireumstauces  to 
this  deponent  and  some  frietids.  That  Mr.  Pick- 
ering, hearing  of  this,  repiimandcd  Captain  EUton 
for  It,  declarmg  that  the  utmost  secrecy  was  Be- 
cessary  in  respect  to  those  letters,  since,  ihoald 
the  people  become  acquainted  with  the  facts,  it 
would  injure  ywv  much  the  views  of  the  Goreni- 
ment,  aa  it  was  nad  policy  to  offend  the  Britbh. 
Minister,  or  his  nation,  Great  Britain  being  now 
the  onlv  friend  we  have ;  that  the  deponent  saw 


(am.) 

*JoBN  Phillips  Riplet,  a  native  of  the  State  of 
New  Hampshire,  now  resident  in'  Philadelphia,  of 
the  age  of  tweniy-iwo  years,  being  duly  sworn 
before  Reynold  Keen,  Esq.,  one  of  the  Associate 
Judges  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  of  the 
county  of  Philadelphia,  in  the  presence  of  the 
Committee  of  the  House  of  Representatives  ap- 
pointed to  prepare  and  report  aiticles  of  impeach- 
ment aeainsi  William  Blount,  a  Senator  of  the 
United  Stales,  impeached  of  high  crimes  and  mis- 
demeanoiSj  on  the  twenty-siiu  day  of  July,  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hunared 
and  ninety-seven,  deposeih — 

That  he  was  educated  at  Dartmouth  CoUi^e 
with  Captain  Eaton.  That  he  heard  Captain 
Eaton  say,  after  he  returned  from  New  York,  that 
several  very  important  letters  were  discovered  in 
the  possession  of  Doctor  Romayne,  of  New  York, 
containing  positive  proofs  that  the  British  Gov- 
ernment was  at  the  bottom  of  the  conspiracy, 
lately  discovered,  for  violating  the  neutrality  of 

t*Ilne«er&pp<Jloitpsa  dn  nom  da  batiment,  mus  il 
•era  parti  probablement  dans  on  de  deux  que  donnerent 
la  Tula  pour  Hsmbourg  7  d'Ayril,  vii ;  "La  Favorite, 
"niompaan,"  aOTtuteiunt  i  H.  Jeromiah.  Warder,  6u 
dans  "La  Bacons,"  i^pailenant  i  Mesiisoii  PrtU  & 


Captain  Eaton  reprobated  every  kind  of  ii 
of  a  foreign  nature  in  this  country,  and  every  kind 
of  partiality  ;  thought  that  every  attempt  aninst 
the  neutrality  of  the  United  States  should  be  re- 
pelled and  punished,  but  ctmcinded  that,  in  cos- 
sequence  of  the  injunction  of  secrecy  imposed  by 
the  Secretary,  and  of  the  Secretary's  opinion  that 
the  good  of  the  country  required  it,  he  shotild  aet 
be  the  instrument  of  its  puolicatitHi.  That  Cap- 
tain Eaton  has  been  since  sent  with  despatches  to 
Mr.  Qerry,  at  Boston. 

In  reply  to  interrogatories  put  to  the  depoooit 
by  [he  committee,  he  further  deposeth,  that  iw 
cannot  recollect  bow  many  letters  froni  Mr.  Lt»- 
ton  Captain  Elaton  said  were  found  in  the  posses- 
sion of  Doctor  Romayne,  but  is  »ure  he  used  the 
plural  number.  That  the  circumstance  of  the  re- 
primand given  to  Mr.  filaion  by  Golooel  Picker- 
ing is  not  of  the  deponent's  own  knowledge,  but 
was  told  to  him  by  Captain  Eaton.  The  depo- 
nent is  certain  that  Captain  Eaton  told  him  the 
letter  heretofore  referred  to  in  reply  to  the  repri- 
mand, was  intended  for  Colonel  Pickering.  The 
deponent  nndentood  from  Captain  Eaton,  that 
when  he  had  gone  to  New  Yorli,  he  had  received 
his  instructions  from  this  committee.  Thai  die 
reason  why  the  deponent  gave  the  first  informa- 
tion of  his  knowlei^  in  the  premises  to  die  Che- 
valier d'Yrujo,  was,  that  he  thought  the  iolelli- 
gence  of  importance,  and  was  desirous  it  should 
be  communicated  to  lae  public  ;  that  the  deponeat 
*"  ~ '  seai  the  correspondence  between  Mr.  Picker 


would  by  him  be  made  pubKe.  The  deponent  is 
well  acquainted  with  Captain  Baton,  and  believes 
him  to  be  a  mau  of  honor  and  ini^ity.  The  de- 
ponent had  no  reason  to  suppose  that  Captain 
Eaton  had  kept  back  oi  withheld  from  the  com- 
mittee any  of  the  letters  found  in  the  possession  of 
Doctor  Romayne,  or  any  impOTtani  information 
which  he  had  obtained.  The  deponent  suppoaed 
that  Captain  Eaton  had  done  his  duty.  That,  on 
communicating  this  information  to  the  Spanish 
Minister,  he   advised    the    depmient  to  appear 
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before  ihe 
knowledge. 


sod  iDrotra  tbem  of  hi 
JOHN  P.  RIPLEY. 


(KLM.) 
Thomab  Odiornb,  of  Exeter,  ID  the  Siaie  of 
New  Hampshiie,  of  the  age  of  tweaty-six  yeara, 
being  exaroined  before  Uie  Commiilee  of  the 
Hook  of  Repreaentaiires,  appointed  to  prerare 
Mid  Kpoit  ■Tildes  of  impeachment  agaiiut  Wil- 
liajm  BkmDl,  being  first  duly  awom,  depoaelh  and 
aftith :  Thai  he  wa*  educated  with  Capisiii  Eaton 
at  Dartmouth  Collie,  and  heard  bim  say,  aifier 
be  retwiMd  from  New  York  on  an  express,  thai 
aeveral  important  letters  were  fouad  in  possession 
of  Doctor  Romayae,  some  of  which  were  written 
by  Robert  Listen,  the  British  Minister,  ofieriug 
moner.  l^hat  said  Liaton  would  be  implieiled  in 
the  Blount  aflair  or  conapirftoy,  and  he  supposed 
was  at  the  bottom  of  iL  After  this,  calling  oir 
Captain  Eaton,  he  read  the  deponent  a  letiei 
which  be  had  prepared  for  Mr.  Pickering,  to 
apologize  for  having  dirulgad  the  aboTe,  be  har- 
iog  received  a  reprimand  from  Mr.  Pickering  for 
doing  it  That  Mr.  Pickering  said  the  utmost 
secrecy  was  reqaisite  in  respect  to  those  letters. 
(Though  Mr.  Eaton  reprobated  STery  kind  of 
foreign  influence  and  our  partiality  to  any  indi- 
Tiduat  nation,  and  was  somewhat  doubtful  as  to 
tbe  neccasitT  of  those  letters  being  kept  from  the 
people — or  the  purport  of  them — yet  he  concluded, 
though  he  had  said  the  above,  out  of  regard  to 
Mr.  Pickering,  they  should  go  no  further.)  This 
the  deponent  thinks  is  the  main  substance  of  what 
Captain  £!aton  communicated  to  him,  part  of 
which  the  deponent  heard  in  presence  of  Mr. 
Ripley. 

On  being  questioned  by  the  committee,  Mr. 
Odiorae  further  says,  that  he  understood  from 
Captain  Eaton,  that  five  letters  were  found  in 
Doctor  Romayne's  possession,  come  of  which  were 
written  by  Robert  Liston,  ia  which  he  had  offered 
money. 

The  deponent  does  not  recollect  that  Captain 
Katon  explained  for  what  the  money  was  offered. 
The  deponent  understood  that  no  more  than  five 
Utters  of  any  consequence  were  found.  That  the 
deponent  understood  from  Captain  Eaton,  that 
he  bad  gone  to  New  York  to  arrest  Doctor  Ro- 
mayne  under  the  orders  of  the  Committee  of  the 
House  of  Representative*.  He  said  he  had  great 
powers  given  to  him  from  tbe  eommitiee,  and 
that  he  bid  obeyed  them  strictly ;  but  the  depo- 
nent does  not  recollect  that  he  said  he  had  given 
the  fire  letters  above  referred  to.  to  the  comnuttee. 
The  deponent  ia  very  positive  that  Captain  Eaton 
told  him  that  the  letter  which  he  had  written, 
and  heretofore  spoken  of  br  this  deponent,  was 
for  Colonel  Pickering ;  bat  the  deponent  did  not 
Me  tbe  direction  of  the  Letter,  as  it  was  not  at  that 
time  folded  or  directed  ;  but  Captain  Baton  was 
copying  it  from  a  book  in  which  he  had  written  iL 
The  deponent  was  inforojed  by  Captain  Eaton 
and  othen.  thai  thii  cotnmittee  was  silting, 
charged  wilK  tbe  bosinen  of  Hi.  BloimL  That 
5th  CoH.— 76 


the  deponent  himself  did  not  al  that  time  think 
the  conversation  be  had  with  Mr.  Baton  of  impor- 
tance enough  to  be  communicated  to  the  commit- 
tee ;  bnt.  by  the  request  o{  Mr.  Ripley,  he  call^ 
on  the  Chevalier  d'Yrujo,  ai  whose  desire  he  has 
attended  tbe  committee.  That  the  sentimeais  of 
Mr.  Eaton  hereinbefine  expressed,  by  this  depo- 
nent, and  contained  between  crotchets,  were  the 
sentiments  eipreased  by  Mr.  Eaton  in  his  letter 
to  Colonel  Pickering.  That  the  deponent  is  not 
sure  that  Captain  Eat(»i  said  Mr.  Pickering  had 
reprimanded  him;  bnl  the  deponent  nnderstood 
from  Mr.  Eaton  that  be  bad  bad  a  conversation 
with  Colonel  Pickering  in  which  Colonel  Pick- 
ering had  disapproved  <a  his  having  spoken  of  the 
papers. 

THOMAS  ODIORNB. 
Jubf  26,  1797. 

(NOP.) 
District  of  Mabsacbubettb,  ss. 

Bepttmbcr  6,  A.  D.  1797. 

Personally  appeared  Captain  William  Salon, 
aigoer  of  the  .ollowing  deposition,  and  made  ^th 
to  the  truth  of  the  declaniiioo  and  fact?  tbereiu 
staled. 

Before  me.  Sahoel  Lyhah,  Justice  of  the 
Peace  ihrougQoul  said  district. 

I,  William  Eatoh,  declare  and  say,  that  John 
Phillips  Rij^ey,  son  of  a  very  respectaUe  Frofe>- 
tor  or  Divinity  and  the  Languages  in  Dartmouth 
College,  lately  a  resident  in  Philadelphia,  was 
cotemporary  with  me  at  that  seminary;  and 
though  young,  was  among  the  circle  of  my  friends 
there — he  has  been  so  since  renewal  of  our  ac- 
quaintance in  Philadelphia.  Some  time  about  the 
12th  of  July  last^  after  my  return  from  New  York 
with  Doctor  Nicholas  Romayoc,  I  said  to  bin 
that  four  or  five  enigmatical  letters  from  Wm. 
Blount  to  Romayne  were  found  among  the  pa- 
pers of  the  latter,  which  tindoubtedly  had  reiec- 
ence  to  the  conspiracy  of  the  former.  That  from 
Romayne's  concesiiion,  1  concluded  letters  of 
more  importance  had  been  by  him  destroyed. 
That  one  letter,  signed  Robert  Liston,  was  found 
among  some  neglected  papers  of  Romayne,  at 
which  he  discovered  evident  perturbation,  and 
that  ibis  letter  countenanced  the  conspiracy, 
About  the  17tb  July,  Mr.  Ripley  was  at  mv  lodg- 
ings. I  told  him  the  Secretary  of  State  had  in- 
timated to  me  an  inijH'opriety  in  mentioning  those 
circumstances  till  alter  the  papers  were  banded  to 
the  coromiliee;  that  Mr.  Hodgdon  bad  done  the 
same;  and  that  I  had  written  him  (Mr.  Hodgdon) 
on  the  subject.  A  copy  of  this  letter  I  showed  to 
Ripley.  The  Secretary  of  State  said  nothing  to 
me  of  the  effects  a  discovery  of  facts,  relative  to 
Mr.  Listen's  letter,  would  have  on  the  minds  of 
z ;  he  said  nothing  of  injurioK  tbe  view* 
'nmeot.  oothiag  of  the  bad  policy  of 
offending  the  British  Minister  or  his  nation,  out 

ything  of  Great  Britain  beins  the  ooly  friend 

B  hare.  I  never  said  to  Mr.  Jo^n  P.  Ripley,  nor 
to  any  other  person,  that  the  SeereUiy  of  Stal* 
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meniioned  anythiog  to  me  oo  these  subjects.'  My 
letter  to  Mr.  Hodgdon,  aboTO  meotioned,  if  yet 
in  exUteoce,  will  demoastrate  that  these  ideas  and 
coDcluaions  were  the  result  of  my  ownreflectiaas; 
and  will  at  least  warrant  the  pTesumption  that 
Mr.  Ripley  must  have  wholly  mistaken  them. 
The  expresaioDs — "Several  important  letters;" 
"Positive  proof  that  the  Britith  Government  was 
at  the  bottom  of  the  coospiiacy ;"  "  That  the  let- 
tets  ofiered  rewards  to  those  who  would  engage  in 
the  enterprise j"  "robbish,"  and  "reprimand" — 
recorded  m  Mr.  Ripley's  deposition,  I  disclaim.  1 
always  considered  the  late  honarabU  William 
Blount  at  the  bottom,  of  the  enUrpriae!  that  his 
motives  and  views  were  altogeihei;  void  of  regard 
for  others,  further  than  comported  with  his  indi- 
vidual interest ;  and  that  his  project  was  not  suBi- 
ciently  matured  to  engage  the  co-operaiion  of  aoy 
Government.  But  that  the  British  Mioister  did 
patronize  the  conspiracy,  and  that  he  would  ulti- 
mately have  influenced  the  ageocy  of  his  Oov- 
ernment  in  the  measure,  had  circumstances  con- 
spired to  render  it  practicable  and  advanlageona 
to  the  British  aatioa,  I  do  believe,  notwithstand- 
ing the  sensibility  he  hau  expressed  in  exciting 
the  f  ndians  to  the  slaug-hter,  and  the  singular  re- 
gard his  vation  cherishes  for  the  rights  of  neu- 
trality. These,  however,  ate  creeds  of  my  own. 
I  never  heard  a  syllable  on  the  subject  spoken  by 
the  Secreury  of  State.  It  is  injurious  that  the 
insinuation  should  obtain.  I  always  supposed  the 
Secretary  believed  differently  of  Mr.  Liston  till 
the  letter  in  view  appeared ;  and  even  then,  to 
he  expressed  nothini  on  (be  subject,  except, 
have  above  related,  the  impropriety  of  giving  pub- 
licity to  that  evidence  before  it  was  delivered  to 
the  Committee,  Every  article  of  information, 
which  1  have  ever  possessed  relative  to  Blount's 
conspiracy,  has  been  given  to  the  Committee  of 
the  House  of  Representatives. 

At  the  time  Mr.  Ripley  and  myself  wer 
marking' the  liberties  foreigners  among  us 

snfferea  to  take  with  impunity,  in  subversic. 

our  internal  tranquillitv,  aod  the  audacity  which 
this  tolerance  invited,  ne  informed  me,  "  There  is 
now  in  this  city,  or  Baltimore,  a  French  engineer, 
who  has  made  the  tour  of  the  United  States,  has 
taken  plans  of  every  commanding  position  on  out 
seaboard,  and  other  frontiers,  and  is  about  to  trans- 
mit a  copXt  if  he  has  not  already  done  it,  to  the 
National  Directory,"  This  information  I  imme- 
diately communicated  verbatim  to  the  Secretary 
of  Slate.  1  then  expected  lo  have  tarried  in  Ffail- 
adelphta  a  few  weeks,  but  was  that  day  requested 
to  go  lo  Cambridge  with  despatches. 

On  this  subject  1  have  since,  on  the  6th  ultimo, 
answered  to  questions  of  the  Secretary  of  War  by 
letter  from  BrimGeld. 

1  do  not  recollect  whether  Mr.  Odiorne  was  pre 
sent  at  this  interview;  am  inclined  to  think  hi 
was.  Sure  I  am  no  conversation  bad  with  Mr. 
Ripley  has  been  hidden  from  him.  He  visited 
me  oiten  at  Captain  Elliott's  quarters.  I  believed 
him  an  honest  man ;  and  from  such  no  commuai' 
cation  or  conjecture  which  I  have  ever  made 
enght  to  be  hidden.    I  at  least  thus  believed. 


ill  believe.    If  my  intentions  or  observalions 

have,  through  interest  or  error,  been  miseonsttned 
and  misapplied,  I  can  only  lament  my  miaptaced 
confidence. 

WILLIAM  EATON. 
SPBtNOPiGLD,  6t&  8^>teinber,  1797. 

(aRS.) 
Mabkbt  Stbbbt,  2M  November,  1797. 

Sir  :  Encouraged  by  your  polite  inricatioa  to 
produce  and  lay  before  the  committee  any  proof 
or  document  I  might  obtain  relative  to  tne  late 
discovered  conspiracy  of  William  Bloitat,  and 
thinking  the  enclosed  original  letter  from  Oencral 
Elijah  Clark,  of  Georgia,  to  his  Catholic  Majesty's 
Consul,  in  Charleston,  may  tend  to  throw  aome 
light  on  the  subject,  I  have  the  honor  of  Iranamit- 
ting  it  10  you,  sir,  requesting  you  will,  he  pleased 
'    present  it  to  the  committee. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respeet,  sir, 
your  most  obedient  servant, 

LE  CHEVALIER  D'YRUJO. 
Sandel  SiTOBEAvse,  Esq.,  CAatrman  <^lhe  Com' 

mittee  of  bigtary,  <fc. 

(Q.RS  No.  2.) 
Statb  of  Oeoboia,  WtaaiNOTON, 

Augutl  gtt,  1797. 

Sir:  I  received  your  letter  by  Major  PatiMt, 

requesting  me  to  inform  you  of  the  propositiooi^ 

and  persons  who  made  them  lo  me,  respecting  my 

junction  with  the  British.   The  peculiar  and  dd^ 

in  which  these  propositions  were 

delicacy  with  which  the  whole  bo- 


made,  and  the  delicacy  with  which  the  whole  b 
'     '    '    prevents  me  from  givii_ 
the  subject  which  Iwisli. 


was  conducted,  prevents  me  from  giving 

rou  that  satisfaction  on  the  subject  which  Iwisli. 
can  only  say  that  an  application  was  made  to 


from  the  British,  through  a  channel  which 
bound  me  to  silence,  if  not  lequiesced  in.  And 
this  question  asked  me  by  that  person — "  Whether 
a  salary  of  ten  thousand  dollars  would  or  wotild 
not  inauce  me  to  join  the  British?"  I  answered 
that  oo  sum  could  ever  induce  me  to  join  the  Bri- 
tish, upon  any  occasion  whatever.  In  fact,  I  re- 
jected the  ofler  with  disdain.  Could  I  be  more 
explicit  upon  the  subject,  I  would  K^^tify  yon 
with  pleasure;  but  from  tne  circumstaBces  here- 
tofore mentioned  I  am  confident  your  gtiod  sense 
will  dictate  that  silence  on  my  part  is  the  most 
prudent  act. 

I  ara,  with  respect,  si», 

Your  most  humble  servant, 

ELIJAH  CLARK. 
DiEoo  MoBPBT,  CmmU  of  Spain. 
Hon.  by  Major  Patton. 

(A  a) 
New  York,  12th  Julg,  1797. 
Sir  :  I  wrote  to  yoti  yesterday,  per  post,  respect- 
ing the  circumslances  which  tooa  place  upon  the 
apprehension  of  Doctor  Romayne,  It  was  im- 
possible to  conceal  this  business  from  public  ob- 
servation, at  the  attention  of  many  persons  was 
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excited  by  the  visit  to  hia  house  at  aa  unusuil 
hour,  and  his  sudden  departure  for  Philadelphia 
with  CaptBiD  Eaton  and  his  ossiitaat.  In  the 
couTM  or  the  day  iufortnation  vas  given  to  me 
thai  Doctor  Charles  Buxton,  of  (his  city,  formetlT 
a  pupil  to  Doctor  Romayne,  waa  aequamted  witn 
some  of  the  circuro stances  relative  to  the  plot  in 
which  he  was  eugaged.  I  was  told  that,  in  a  mo- 
meot  of  intoxication,  be  had  declared  that  Ro- 
tnayne  woald  become  one  of  the  greatest  men  in 
this  country,  and  that  he  himself  was  en^^ed  to 
fill  an  important  station  under  him.  This  decla- 
ration was  considered,  at  the  time,  as  merely  the 
effect  of  wine  and  vanity,  and,  as  the  particulars 
of  the  scheme  were  not  disclosed^he  woole  would 
probably  have  been  forgotten,  if  Doctor  Romayne 
had  not  been  implicated  in  toe  discoveries  lately 
made.  In  consequence  of  that  circumstance,  Bux- 
ton was,  without  my  knowledge,  called  upon  by 
my  informant  for  an  explanation,  and  I  was  told 
that  he  had  acknowledged  his  acquaintance  with 
the  nature  of  the  business,  and  that  be  bad  seen  a 
letter  from  Mr.  Listen  to  Romayne  respecting  it. 
Though  from  thie  information  it  appeared  proba- 
ble that  Buxton  was  possessed  of  Romayne's  con- 
fidence, and  was  wilang  to  embark  in  the  under- 
taking, whatever  itmight  be,yet,  from  the  general 
character  of  the  parties,  1  did  not  believe  Oiat  he 
could  have  had  any  direct  intercourse  with  the 
other  principal  agents,  or  that  he  pouessed  any 
material  p«i)erB  relating  to  it.  I  was  also  con- 
vinced that,  if  he  ever  had  such  papers,  they  roust 
have  been  destroyed,  as  he  would  naturally  have 
taken  the  alarm  upon  the  first  account  of  the  dis- 
covery. For  these  reasons  I  thought  it  could  not 
be  improper  to  apply  to  Dr.  Buxton  personally, 
and  hear  h^  own  accoimt  of  the  busineas  before 
any  other  measure  was  taken.  This  I  have  ac- 
cordingly done;  and  he  has  assured  me  that  the 
propositions  made  to  him  were  only  generally  of 
some  employment  much  to  his  benefit  on  the  Mis- 
sissippi, which,  however,  he  apprehended  viight 
int^fin  with  his  duty  to  the  United  States,  and 
had  declined.  He  admitted  that  he  had  seen  two 
letters  in  Doctor  Romayne's  hands,  one  from  a 
person  of  consequence  in  England,  (inpposed  to 
be  Sir  William  Pulteney,)  and  the  other,  he  thinks, 
from  Mr.  Liston ;  bat  he  affects  to  have  a  very  in- 
distinct recollection  of  their  contents.  Should  it 
be  thon^^t  advisable  to  compel  the  attendance  of 
Doctor  Buxton,  either  as  a  witness  or  otherwise, 
before  the  committee  of  tbe  House  of  Representa- 
tives, an  order  or  warrant  for  that  purpose  will  of 
course  be  fcowtrded. 

I  am  this  moment  informed  that  William  Duer, 
formerly  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Treasurvj.  is 
suspected  of  being  privy  to  tnis  transaction.  The 
reasons  assigned  are  his  frequent  interviews,  at 
late  hours,  with  Doctor  Romayne,  and  his  having 
betrayed  some  agitation  at  the  arrest  of  that  per- 
son. 1  know  nothing  of  these  facts,  bat  it  is  ob- 
servable that  a  letter  of  Mr.  Duer's,  relating  to  a 
land  specnLktion.  was  among  those  papers  of  Doc- 
tor Romayne  wnich  were  most  in  sight,  and  it 
might  have  been  so  placed  to  remnve  snapicions, 
if  any  should  arise. 


I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest,  respect, 
sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

RICHARD  HARRISON. 
Hon.  TiMOTHT  PicKEHiNO,  Esq., 

Secretary  gf  Stait. 

(A  b.) 
New  Yobk,  July  11, 1797. 

Sib  :  The  arrest  of  Doctor  Romayne  has  been 
the  subject  of  much  conversation  this  day.  I 
think  it  proper  to  state  to  you  that  Doctor  Hicks, 
who  was  formerly  a  student  with  Dr.  Romayne, 
informs  me  a  gentleman,  who  also  was  once  a 
student  with  him,  told  him  (Doctor  Hicks,)  seve- 
ral weeks  ago,  that  he  had  conveyed  letters  from 
Doctor  Romayne  to  the  Briiiab  Minister,  and  was 
requested  or  directed  to  deliver  them  to  the  Min- 
ister with  his  own  hand.  The  name  of  this  gen- 
tleman Dr.  Hicks  has  not  mentioned  to  me;  but 
he  is  in  this  city.  Whether  this  circumstance  de- 
serves investigation,  is  submitted  to  tbe  opinion  of 
the  proper  Btitnorities ;  but  I  have  thought  it  my 
duty  to  state  the  circumstance  to  you.  Mr. 
Blount's  intimacy  with  Doctor  Romayne,  while 
in  this  city,  was  a  subject  of  remark.  We  are 
alive  to  this  discavery,  and  everything  that  can 
throw  light  on  it. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant,     .  N.  WEBSTER,  Jb. 

Hon.  TiHOTBT  PicKERiKO,  Esq., 
Secr^ary  of  State,  PhilatUiphia. 

(Ac.) 
New  Yobk,  July  13,  1797. 

Sib  :  1  take  the  liberty  of  informing  yon  that 
their  are  other  characters  in  New  York  that  ara 
not  less  dangerous  to  the  happiness  of  the  U.  8. 
than  Doctor  Romayne,  and  that  if  the  ware  in 
custity  I  should  appear  against  one  in  particular 
who  has  been  hear  from  the  State  of  Fenn.  this 
five  month  and  better  was  in  company  with  W : 
Blount  last  spring  in  this  City  and  with  the  Doc- 
tor and  lodges  in  the  bouse  of  the  last  meniitmed 
coiner  of  John  and  Nassau  street  No  23  hetii 
caul'd  Col.  Stevenson  or  bj  some  General  it  can 
be  proven  that  this  man  is  in  the  consern  and 
that  he  makes  it  a  point  to  abuse  yoa  and  many 
other  public  ofiSsers  upon  all  oceations  in  the  moat 
scurilous  maimer  such  as  rascals,  seoundrals  and 
velons  this  man  is  desparl  and  unless  he  is  appre- 
hended know  one  will  venture  to  come  forward 
against  him  he  has  chalaoged  severals  in  this  place 
and  would  not  think  any  thing  of  taking  the  life 
of  any  person  he  new  would  inform  on  him. 
He  is  at  this  time  confined  with  the  gout  but  not 
to  as  to  prevent  his  being  taken  to  the  seat  of  jus- 
tice. I  shall  come  forward  when  be  is  taken  and  . 
prove  more  than  I  shall  venture  to  assert  in  this. 

In  the  mean  time  I  remain  your  Elxelency'a 
most  oh.  servant  &■  friend  to  my  country.  H.H. 

TlMOTBT    PlOXBHIBO,  Esq. 

Secretary  of  State. 
P.  S.  There  is  but  one  other  that  know  I  have 
writen.  H.  U. 
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(Ad.) 

Afyl3, 1797. 
Dear  Sib  :  The  committee  are  of  0[Hnion  that 
ihe  suspicioD  agaiast  Col.  SievensoD,  atismg  out 
of  H.  M.'s  letter,  should  be  ttBced  if  possible.  It 
would  not  be  right  to  Issue  a.  warrant  to  appre- 
hend Jiim  without  some  belter  proof  than  ~ 


^ __.'espoadence;  yet  the  thing  dewrres 

inquirf .    Peinapa  by  enclosing  the  letter  to  Mr. 


Harrison,  he  may  be  able  to  discover  the  author, 
and  procure  further  information.  The  letter  is 
returned  to  yon,  diat  you  may,  if  you  think  it 
proper,  write  to  Mr.  Harrison  on  the  subject. 

We  propose  to  send  a  subpcena  for  Dr.  Buxton; 
either  CJaxtOQ  or  Dunn  wm  go  with  it,  if  yon 
will  furnish  the  means. 

There  are  other  reasons,  besides  Mr.  Harrison's 
letter,  to  suppose  that  Mr.  Duer  had  a  pretty  foil 
knowledge  of  the  project.  A  Richard  Smith,  who 
luu  been  lately  with  him  in  New  York,  has  mid 
that  Mr.  D'ler  save  him  information  on  the  sub- 
ject, in  ffeneral  terms,  corresponding  with  Ro- 
mayne's  disclosure.  Perhaps  Mr.  Harrison  may 
obtainfrom  him  lome  important  testimony. 

We  submit  il  to  your  consideration  whether  by 
eommunicatiag  lo  Mr.  Liston  the  fact  that  we 
hare  in  our  jMssession  his  letter  to  Romarne,  be 
may  not  be  induced  to  give  up  Romsyne's  letter 
to  which  it  isanaoswer,  as  well  aa  theTest  of  Ro- 
mayne's  correspondence  with  him.  We  should 
be  very  glad  lo  see  the  letter  from  Lord  Qrenvtlle, 
which  yon  informed  us  Mr.  Liston  had  shown 
you,  and  of  which  you  imagined  he  would  make 
no  difficulty  to  let  ^ ou  have  a  copy. 

I  am,  dear  air,  with  great  regard,  your  most  obe- 
dient aervant, 

8.  SITGREAVES. 

The  Secretary  or  State. 

(A  e.) 
PaiuDBLPHiA,  JiUy  16, 1797. 
8ib:    It  is  reported  diat  jour  committee  has 
MDt  to  Tennesse  for  some  wicneses.  One  Mitchel 
told  me  last  winter  that  his  partner  knew  everv 
thing  niore  thaa  he  did.     I  gire  this  news  wbicn 
I  hope  may  be  useful. 
Your  servant  a  friend  to  truth 

G.  H. 
Mr.  BrraREvBB — 

CbmmiMe  wum— pment— (Mw) 

■    (Af.) 
'        New  YoBit,  JWy  19,  1797. 

Sm  :  Crossini;  the  ferry  this  day  and  Itsieniuf 
U  Ae  conversation  of  some  gentlemen  of  thiacity, 
of  which  Dr.  Romayne  was  the  topic — 1  remark- 
ed the  following ; 

That,  Sunday  previously  to  R.'s  beine  taken, 
he  was  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Benjamin  Wintrop, 
and  made  use  of  such  observatioosas  these — "The 
Government  of  the  United  States  is  not,  in  fact, 
nor  ought  it  to  be  considered  a  (jovemment:  it 
waa  founded  on  rebellion  and  supported  by  fac- 


tion, and  that  a  duirt  linu  would  reatore  tbin|fi,  in 
this  country,  to  the  political  <vder  which  existed 
before  the  Re  volution." 

1[  has  transpired  from  some  of  R.'s  confidants^ 
that  he  has  said :  "  One  year  would  make  him 
Governor  of  the  Natchez." 

1  took  the  liberty  to  ask  the  name  of  tbe  gentle- 
man who  seemed  lo  lead  in  theae  obaerrations, 
and  found  it  to  be  Leonard  Bleeker. 

I  have  the  honoi  to  remain,  sir,  mott  reaped- 
fully,  your  obedient  serf  ant, 

WILLIAM  EATON. 

Hon'ble  Mr.  Sitskeavbb, 

CSiiOiniian  of  the  Coovauttee  o/'  Owgreaa, 
Philade^Aia. 

(Ag.) 
New  York,  June  20,  1797, 

Sib:  A  few  days  since,  I  received  from  CaM> 
Riuael,  attorney-at-law  in  Morristowu,  New  Jer- 
sey, the  following  verbal  communication^  riz  : 

That,  in  the  month  of  May  latt,  one  Hutiara 
Day  (or  Dey)  informed  him  that  he  wiia  going 
to  the  Western  country  ;  that  there  waa  a  crane 
business  going  on,  that  they  were  to  invade  tke 
Spanish  territories,  and  drive  them  bota  Loaidn- 
na,  dtc.,  and  take  the  fort  at  the  Natchen ;  thai 
there  was  a  persoti  gone  to  Bnglaiid  on  the  aab- 
jecl ;  that  he  should  make  bis  fortune,  &e. ;  ilM 
be  had  his  information  and  was  employed  by  one 
Milchel.  a  surveyor ;  that  Mitobel  authorized  aad 
pressed  aim  to  raise  forty  or  fifty  young  moi,  all 
of  whom  were  to  be  hi^hlv  rewarded. 

That  he  spoke  of  his  buaiaesa  in  so  apea  a 
manner,  through  Horrittown,  that  it  paaaed  unie- 

This  Day  is  a  young  ma«,  not  yet  arrived  at 
twenty'«ne.  He  made  essays,  however,  to  gel  hi* 
complemeot  of  men  ;  but,  not  ■nceeeding,  be 
went  to  the  Tennessee,  taking  with  bim  two  cr 
three. 

Mitchel  went  on  the  business  to  the  TenneMee;. 
He  was  to  be  a  great  man  in  the  affair.  Hit 
Christian  name,  Mr.  Rusael  could  not  recollect. 
But  it  can  be  had  at  Morristowu,  where,  it  ii  i  iiii. 
he  is  well  known. 

Not  knowing  from  what  quaiier  light  might  be 
thrown  upon  Uiis  myuerious  busines^  I  tbon^H 
it  a  duly  to  irouble  you  wilh  this  epistle. 

Health  and  respect,  from 

WM.  WILCOCKS. 

TiHOTHY  PioEBBiHO,  Ea 


HOTHY  PlOEBBIHO,  Em., 

Secreto)^  of  State,  Philade^Aia. 

(Ah.) 
From  Ihe  New  York  Herald,  of  Aognat  Sd,  nn. 
A  writer  in  the  Amis,  eigoed  "Flaccns,"  ask* 
Dr.  Romayne  the  folio  wing  qoettions: 


"Were    you   an    acccompUee   with  I.™ 

Blount,  io  the  design  of  violatiDg  the  American 
territory,  to  aiiack,  mnrder,  plunder,  and  destroy, 
Ihe  subjects  of  ourgood  ally  the  King  o[  SpainI 
Were  you  the  man  who  first  suggested  the  idea  to 
Governor  Blount  T    Who  first  aeduced  him  iitio 
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hnptacktnaa  of  WiUiam  Blount. 


the  plan?  Was  this  idea  four  own.  or  did  it  ori- 
ginate with  Ibat  conspicuous  example  of  talents, 
rirtaes,  and  manners,  your  fast  friend  and  insepa- 
rable con^nion,  Wiltiam  Duer  1  Did  you  write 
letters  to  Pulteney,  of  LoodoD.  to  supply  yon  with 
money  for  the  expedition,  nnd  to  make  the  best 
treaty  he  could  with  Pitt  for  places,  peoBiotis,  ter- 
ritory, &«.,  for  yourself  and  friends,  in  case  yon 
sbonld  succeed  1  Did  Duet  compose  fifteen  or 
Twenty  sheets  of  paper,  pointing  out  the  immeosa 
advantaf^  that  mast  accroe  to  Great  Britain,  by 
an  BcquisilioD  of  New  Orleans,  and  the  territory 
of  Ldoisiana  and  the  Floridas?  Did  you  copy 
thia,  read  it  over  to  Blount  and  some  others,  whose 
names  for  the  present  shall  not  stain  my  paper,  at 
Mrs.  Gordon's  boardioir  honse,  in  Greenvich 
street,  and  send  it  off  to  England  as  yonr  own  pro- 
duction 1  Were  there  dalW  and  nightly  meetings 
in  that  lady's  bed-room,  of  four  persons,  settling, 
digesting,  and  arranging  the  nefarious  plot,  during 
the  whole  period  of  Qovemor  Blount's  visit  to 
New  York,  in  the  Fall  of  the  last,  and  Spring  of 
the  present  year?  Were  vou  one  of  those  four; 
and,  if  BO,  by  what  appellation  would  yon  desig- 
nate such  a  conTendon?  Would  yon  call  it  a 
dob  OT  a  comnutiee  T" 

CAi.) 
CoHMiTTEE-RoOH,  Auguat  30,  1797. 

Dbab  Sia;  On  the  13th  July,  you  commnniiia- 
ted  lo  the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Represml- 
■tivea,  a  letter  from  Mr.  Harrison,  ot  the  12lh 
July  ;  and  another  letter,  directed  to  yon,  under 
the  signatnreof  "H.  M.,"  dated  also  at  New  York, 
July  12,  which  letters  intimated  certain  suspicions 
affecting  Mr.  Duer  and  Col.  SteTeniton,  as  eon- 
nected  with  Blount's  plans.  On  the  same  day, 
when  yon  made  this  comma ni cation,  we  request- 
ed you  would  be  good  eaoush  to  mite  to  Mr. 
Harrison,  on  the  subject  of  these  susniciiHis,  and 
engage  him  to  pursue  the  inquiry  as  far  as  practi- 
cable i  for  which  purpose  we  enclosed  to  you  the 
letter  of  H.  M. 

Certain  queries,  signed  "  Plaecus,"  originally 

{inblished  in  the  Argus,  and  which  1  Gnd  repnb- 
ished  in  the  Herald,  of  August  2d,  addressed  to 
Dr.  Roroayne,  seem  to  point  to  the  tame  objects 
wlueh  were  the  subject*  of  the  letters  aboTe  refer- 
red  to.  We  conceive  these  intimations  ought  not 
to  be  neglected,  and  propose  to  write  to  Mr.  Hai- 
tison  to  endeavor  lo  obtain  further  light,  if  poMi- 
ble,  but  are  first  desirous  to  know,  whether  he  baa 
hitherto,  under  yonr  directions,  made  any  inquirieH 
conformably  to  the  wish  of  the  committee. 

Will  you  take  the  trouble  to  inf<HiDtis,  whether 
you  have  received  from  Mr.  Harrison  any  intelli- 
gence of  his  inqaiiies,  or  their  reauli  ? 
I  am,  sir,  your  very  obedient  servant. 

8.  SIXaREAVfiS.' 

Col.  PlOKBBINa. 


(A  k.) 
PHiLAnsLPHiA,  Auguat  30, 1797. 
Sib;  I  have  the  honor  to  acknoiriedge  the  re- 


ceipt of  yonr  letter  of  this  dale,  inquiring  whethra 
I  bad  received  any  information  from  Mr.  Harri- 
son relative  to  Mr.  Duer  and  Col.  Stevenson,  who 
were  mentioned  in  some  anonymous  letters,  ai 
connected  vrith  Gov.  Blount's  plot?  and  ansvrer, 
that  I  have  not  heard  from  Mr.  Harrison  on  the 
snbjecl.  I  have  shown  you  my  letter  to  himmakiiig 
the  inquiries  which  you  requested. 
I  am,  respectfully,  sir,  yonr  obedient  servant, 
T.  FICKERINO. 

S  AH  DSL  BiTGBBAvSH,  Esq., 

CAotpmati  o/'  the  Cbnimtflce 

of  the  Bourn  of  AapresotJaltM*. 

(Al.) 
Coj^  of  the  letter  from  the  SMrelarj  of  State  to  fiii^ 
srd  BurisoD,  Eaqi  lefsrred  le  in  the  last  latter. 
Dbparthbmt  or  State, 
PhOaddphia,  July  14,  1797. 

Sir  :  I  have  shown  your  letters  of  the  11th  and 
12th  to  the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives. Yesterday  the  Chairman  wrote  me  a 
letter,  from  which  I  quote  the  following  para- 
graph: 

"  There  an  other  reasons,  besides  Hr.  Harrison's 
leUei*,  to  soppoM  that  Mr.  Duer  had  a  pretty  lott 
knowledge  or  the  project.  A  Richard  Smith,  who  hae 
lately  been  with  hun  m  New  York,  has  said  that  Mr. 
Daer  gave  him  information  on  the  subject,  in  general 
terms,  correaponding  with  Romayna's  disclosure.  PeN 
haps  Mr.  Haniaon  maj  obtain  hnn  him  some  import- 
ant testjmony." 

Yesterday,  I  received  the  enclosed  anonymons 
letter  concerning  one  Col.  Stevenson,  as  c<ftnect- 
ed  with  Blonnt  and  Romayne.  I  know  Steven- 
son. It  is  doubtless  the  same  person  who  pub- 
lished, in  the  newspapers,  his  correspondence  with 
me  and  Mr.  McHenry,  as  Secretaries  of  the  War 
Department,  about  his  complaint  against  General 
Morgan,  while  commanding  the  militia  army 
against  the  Pennsylvania  insurgents. 

If  yon  can  make  an  y  use  of  this  information,  to 

discover  more  of  the  designs  of  the  conspiratorsj 

will  certainly  do  it. 


I  have  the  honor  to  be,  vrith  great  respect,  sii 
our  obedient  servant,     _    T.  PICKERING. 
RroHABD  H ARSIS 


your  obedient  servant, 

"    HABD  HARaiBON.  itsq., 

Aaona/ <f  the  United  Staif, 

Dittrid  <fNm  Yoi*. 
P.  S.  I  have  just  received  another  letter  (dated 
July  12th}  concerning  Col.  Stevenson,  which  I 
alto  enclose. 

(A  m.) 
pBiLAnBLFHiA,  Attgvtt  31, 1797. 
Si>:  On  the  13ih  July  last,  the  Secretary  of 
State  communicated  to  the  Committee  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  your  letter  to  him  of 
the  12th  of  tne  same  month,  intimating  some  sus- 
picion of  Mr.  Duer,  as  privy  to  the  plans  of  Gor- 
emor  Blount.  At  the  same  time,  the  Secretary 
of  State  also  eommunicaled  to  os  an  anonymoua 
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letter,  under  the  signature  of  "H.  M^"  dated 
Nevr  York,  Jnly  12,  17W,  intimalinf  snipicions 
of  a  similar  n&ture  againsi  a  Golond  Stevenson. 
There  were  other  reasons  besides  ihose  su^ested 
by  you  to  create  some  belief  of  Mr.  DueHs  Eoow- 
tedge  or  concern  in  these  transactions:  And  the 
committee  thought  that  such  repeated  iDtimatioDS 


impracticable,  lawfully  to  obtain  his  attendance 
■before  the  committee  by  any  process  which  they 
could  issue,  we  sisnified  to  Col.  Pickering  our 
wish  that  he  would  endearor  to  engage  your  good 
ofGcet  in  procuring  from  Mr.  Duer  what  informa- 
tion he  was  witling  to  glTe  on  the  business  with 
which  the  committee  are  charged.  The  suspicion 
excited  against  Cot.  Sieveoson  having  no  better 
foundation  than  an  anonymous  letter,  we  did  not 
believe  that  we  could  be  justified,  witnout  further 
proof,  in  doing  any  act  that  might  pat  him  to  in- 
convenience, or  subject  him  to  imputation;  but  as 
we  ^rere  desirons  to  neglect  no  occasion  of  tracing, 
by  every  just  and  practicable  means,  any  appear- 
ances connected  with  the  object  of  our  mqmries, 
ire  requested  Col.  Pickering  to  traosmit  to  you 
the  anonymous  letter  which  be  had  received,  with 
the  hope  that  it  misht  be  in  your  power  (o  disco- 
ver the  author  and  lurther  to  mvestigate  the  causes 
of  suspicion  it  contained. 

As  we  are  informed  by  the  Seeretarv  of  Stale 
that  he  wrote  to  you  conformably  to  toe  request 
of  the  committee,  but  has  not  received  from  )^au 
any  communication  of  the  result  of  your  inquiries, 
we  presume  they  have  not  been  attended  with  any 
auccesc.  But,  having  observed  in  the  Herald,  of 
August  2j  certain  aueries  addressed  to  Doctor  Ro- 
mayoe,  signed  ''  Flacous,"  and  republished  from 
the  Argus,  of  New  York,  pointing  to  the  same 
objects  uf  suspicion  with  the  letters  herein  before 
leferred  lo,  it  has  occurred  to  us  that  the  printer 
of  the  Argus,  by  giving  you  the  name  of  tne  au' 
thor  of  those  queries,  might  enable  you  to  prose- 
cute this  inquiry  with  some  better  hope  of  a  satis- 
factory result.  At  any  rate,  we  believe  that  we 
otuht  to  make  every  practicable  attempt  to  obtain 
intormation,  as  we  are  responsible  for  the  endea- 
vor, though  not  for  its  success. 

I  am  desired,  therefore,  by  the  committee,  to 
request  that  you  will  take  the  trouble  of  another 
eflorl  to  extract  some  light  from  these  various 
bints  end  iniimationsj  and  that  you  will  favor 
them  with  a  line  to  inform  them  as  well  of  what 
has  been  essayed,  in  coosequeoce  of  their  former 
request  through  the  Secretary  of  State,  as  of  what 
you  shall  be  able  to  accomplish  by  any  new  in- 
quiries. 


I  beg  you  to  accept  the  assurance  of  the  relucl- 
ith  which  the  committee  give  vi        ' 


the 


trouble  of  their  repeated  requests,  and  ofthe  pei 
feci  respect  and  coDsideratioo  with  which, 
I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

S.  SITOREATES,  Chairman. 

RtCHASn  HARBtSOn,  Esq., 

Jttoraey  o/"  the  Uhitid  Statu, 

Dutrict  of  New  York. 


(An.) 
New  Yobk,  StptemAfr  16, 1797. 
A  scene  of  domestic  affliction  in  which  I 
have  lately  been  involved,  prevented  my  attention 
10  your  letter  of  the  3Ist  ultimo,  until  a  few  days 
ago.  As  soon  as  1  was  able  to  turn  my  mind  to 
that  subject,  1  called  upon  Mr.  Greenleaf,  the 
printer  of  the  Argus,  for  the  information  you  re- 
quested. He  has  given  me  the  name  of  William 
Langworthy,  an  Englishman,  who  has  been  about 
two  years  in  this  couDtry,  as  the  author  of  the 
queries,  signed  "Flaecus."  At  the  same  time,  be 
has  assur^  me  that,  before  the  publication,  he  ex- 
pressed to  Mr.  LangVortfay  his  expectation  that  he 
would  be  called  upon,  and  was  told  that  be  had 
no  objection  to  a  particular  disclosure  of  all  that  i 

It  seems  that  this  Mr.  Langworthr  was  alodger 
in  Mrs.  Qordon'Bhouse,at  the  time  the  occurrences  I 

are  supposed  to  have  taken  place,  which  are  ajlod- 
ed  to  10  these  queries.  , 

i  have  no  great  confidence  in  the  authority  upon 
which  this  commuaication  rests,  but  that  nothin- 


part  might  be  wanting,  I  have  inquired  for 
ongwortny,  who^  it  seems,  is  now  in  ihe 
country,  and  I  shall  enaeavor  to  see  bim  na  sooa 


as  I  hear  of  his  return  to  this  place. 

I  perfectly  accord  with  you  in  sentiment,  thai 
the  letter  respecting  Col.  Stevenson  does  not  fiu- 
uish  sufficient  grotmds  upon  which  any  measures 
can  be  taken:  And,  with  respect  to  Mr.  Duer,  1 
have  no  idea  that  any  information  can  be  obtained 
in  the  way  that  has  been  intimated.     He  is  in 

Kneral  a  zealot  in  whatever  he  undertakes,  aad 
s  that  kind  of  attachment  to  all  his  plant, 
which  is  common  with  persons  of  thai  descripdoo. 
I  am,  with  the  highest  respect,  sir,  your  obedi- 
eut  servant,  RICHARD  HARRISON. 

Samuel  Sit  an  eaves,  Esq., 

CAarrmon  of  tke  Committee  oftAe  Houte 
of  jReprtaenttiHvet,  PkilatMphia. 


Stqy^emeraary  Evidence,  reported  by  CommitUe 
qfter  tubmisaion  ^firtt  Report. 
Abbl  HoiDEK,  Jr.,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  in 
the  Slate  of  New  York,  being  duly  sworn  upon 
the  Evangelists  of  Almighty  God,  makes  oath  and 
saith,  that  he  lived  for  a  number  of  years  in  the 
State  of  New  Hampshire,  where  he  was  acqusint- 
ed  with  John  Phillips  Ripley,  nephew  to  the  Pre- 
sident of  Dartmouth  College ;  that  the  said  John 
Phillips  Ripley  lived  for  about  two  months  dnring 
the  last  Simimer,  Etnd  this  deponent  thinks  in  the 
months  of  July  and  August,  as  a  boarder  and 
lodger  In  the  bouse  of  Asa  Holden,  the  uncle  of 
this  depooent,  where  this  deponent  also  lived  at 
the  same  Iim&  in  the  city  of  NewYork;  thatthe 
said  John  Phillips  Ripley,  during  the  same  period, 
having  been  applied  to  for  payment  of  the  money 
dne  for  his  said  board  and  lod^nSj  this  deponent, 
at  his  reqnest.  accompanied  him  first  to  a  house 
at  the  comer  of  Pearl  and  Broad  streets,  in  the 
said  city,  whne  hesaid  hewoald  see  agoitlemui 
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tmpeaekmenl  of  William  Bloimt. 


from  whom  he  was  to  hsve  some  money ;  that 
the  said  John  Philips  Ripley  there  conversed  with 
a  penoD  to  Ibis  deponent  unknown,  in  the  French 
language,  which  Ibis  depouenl  does  not  ander- 
stand,  and  then  informea  this  deponent  that  the 
gentleman  whom  be  expected  to  have  seen  was 
not  at  home  ;  that  this  deponent  then  proceeded 
with  said  John  Phillips  Ripley,  at  his  desire,  to  a 
house  in  Oreenwich  street,  near  the  Battery,  in 
the  said  city,  which  this  deponent  has  since  under- 
stood .to  be  occupied  by  the  Spanish  Consal,  and 
where,  as  ihis  deponent  then  understood,  he  ex- 
pected to  see  the  Spanish  Minisier ;  that  in  the 
course  of  conversation  on  a  former  day,  the  said 
John  Phillips  Ripley  had  informed  the  deponent 
that  he  knew  theSpanish  Minister,  whom  faenad  re- 
cently seen  in  the  said  city,  in  a  phaeton  drawn 
by  four  horses;  that  apbn  their  cominc  to  the 
■aid  house  in  Oreenwich  street,  the  said  John 
Phillips  Ripley  looked  in  at  one  of  the  windows, 
mnd  said  he  saw  there  was  comntny  in  the 
room,  and  that  be  would  take  another  opporiu- 
niiy  of  calling,  or  to  that  effect,  and  added,  that  he 
had  already  bad  two  hundred  dollars  from  thesaid 
Minister,  and  was  to  have  more  monev  from  him ; 
that  he  bas  heard  the  said  John  Phillips  Ripley 
aay  that  he  should  have  had  the  office  H.fterwards 
conferred  upon  Captain  Eatoo^  of  Consul  to  Al- 
giers, but  that  Captain  Eaton  bad  interfered  and 
prevented  it;  that  ne  was  present  when  e  similar  de- 
claration of  the  said  John  Phillips  Ripley  was  men- 
tioned to  Captain  Galon,  who  then  observed  that 
he  had  been  inclined  to  favor  Ripley's  views,  but 
tluit  there  were  eubstaulial  reasons  to  prevent  his 
appointment,  and  further  added,  that  he  under' 
stood  Ripley  had  received  money  from  the  Span- 
ish Minister;  that  this  deponent  thereupon  eom- 
mnnieated  to  Captain  Baton  what  the  said  John 
Phillips  Riplev  had  mentioned  to  him  aa  afore- 
saidj  and  had  before  mentioned  the  same  in  the 
family  of  his  uncle,  the  said  Asa  Holden. 

ABEL  HOLDEN,  Jr. 
Sworn  the  30th  day  of  December,  1797,  before 
me  (the  word  "  hadj"  and  the  words  "  whom  be 
had  recently  seen  in  the  said  cily^  in  a  phaeton 
drawn  by  four  horses,"  being  firsi  mterlined,  the 
Itut  words  over  an  obliteration.) 

RICHD.  TARICK  Mayor. 

QeoBGIA,  WlI^M  CoiIHTT, 

Tueidm/,  March  27, 1798. 
General  Elijib  Clibs  being  svram  bj  William  Bar- 
net,  Ehi>i  one  of  the  Jnatices  of  the  Intarjor  Court,  to 
make  triie  annren  to  the  iDterrogatoriea  tnnamitted 
to  □•  and  Benjamin  TtlialsiTo,  Eaq.,  or  anj  two  of 
us,  by  the  said  committee,  depoaeth  to  the  arslinter- 
TDgatoiy,  and  saith ; 

That  he  wrote  the  letter  of  which  the  annexed 
is  a  copv,  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and  belief, 
and  to  the  person  to  whom  it  is  addressed. 

To  the  second  interrogatory  be  saith,  ihere  was 
an  application  m«de  to  him  as  suggested  in  the 
said  letter.  That  the  appUcaUoa  was  made  to 
him  by  one  William  Carrick.  to  the  best  of  his 
recollection,  some  tyne  in  the  month  of  Hay,  in 


the  year  1797,  at  his  house  in  Wilkes  county; 
that  the  said  Carrick  came  to  his  house  the  day 
before  any  propositions  were  made,  and  tarried  aD 
night ;  that  he  appeared  to  know  this  deponent, 
and  said  he  had  seen  him  about  ten  years  before 
in  Savannah,  though  this  deponent  could  not  call 
to  bis  mind  that  he  had  ever  seen  the  said  Car- 
rick before;  that  during  the  evening  he  talked 
much  of  the  existing  war  between  France,  Spain, 
and  England  ;  that  the  day  after  his  arrival,  some 
little  time  afler  breakfast,  be  informed  this  depo- 
nent that  be  was  a  British  Captain,  then  from 
Charleston,  and  intended  to  reiurn  there  as  soon 
a*  possible,  by  the  way  of  Savannah,  where  he 
expected  lo  see  Coloael  John  Mcintosh,  and  that 
he  was  authorized  by  the  British  Qovernment  to 
propose  10  this  deponent  (10,000,  as  mentioned  in 
the  said  letter,  as  a  salary,  if  he,  this  deponent, 
would  engage  in  the  British  service  against  the 
Spaniards  and  French;  and  this  deponent  should 
bold  in  the  said  service  the  same  runk  that  he  held 
in  the  State  sf  Georgia. 

That  the  said  proposals  were  oral,  and  not  in 
writing.  And  this  deponent  further  saith,  that 
after  he  had  contemptuonslj^  refused  to  close  with 
the  said  propositions,  the  said  Carrick  asked  (bia 
deponent  if  any  sum  would  engage  this  deponml 
to  enter  into  the  service  of  the  British  Qovera- 
ment  1  And,  having  explicitly  informed  the  said 
Carrick,  that  nothing  could  induce  him  to  enter 
into  their  serviccj  the  said  Carrick  extorted  a 
promise,  that  nothiiw  more  should  be  said  of  the 
propositions  lo  as  aforesaid  made,  which  this  de- 
piiaent  felt  do  reluctance  in  giving^  not  believing 
at  the  time  that  a  disclosure  could  m  any  manner 
be  interesting  to  the  Government  of  the  United 
States.  That  the  design,  scheme,  or  enterpriw, 
was  not  disclosed  to  this  deponent ;  and  that  the 
said  Carrick  leH  the  bouse  of  this  deponent  in  one 
hair  hour,  he  believes,  after  the  said  propositions 
were  made  and  rejected. 

To  the  third  interrogatory  he  saith,  that  he 
does  not  know  of  any  proposals  made  by  and  on 
the  part  of  the  British  or  any  other  foreign  na- 
lion,  to  any  citizen  or  citizens  of  the  United 
Slates,  for  the  purpose  of  engaging  them  in  any 
enterprise  hostile  to  the  United  States. 

ELUAH  H  CLARK. 


(10 
Letter  from  the  Cherafier  D'Tbdjo,  Minieter  Plaaip»' 
tentiuj  b>  the  United  States  ftota  Spain,  to  Aa 
Ghainnan  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  jgepere  and 
report  Aiticlee  of  Impeachment  a(Binit  William 
Bloont,  dated  Jannarf  IS,  17M. 

Philadblpbia,  January  19, 1798. 
Sia :  Having  seen,  bv  the  supplementary  report 
of  the  committee,  which  you  laid  before  the 
House  on  Thursday,  the  18th  instant,  that  Abra- 
ham Holden  has  declared  that  J.  P.  Ripley  had 
received  from  me  a  sum  of  money  in  New  York, 
to  extricate  him  from  a  difficulty  in  which  he 
found  hiuueir,  I  think  it  an  indiapmMble  daiy  I 
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owe  to  myself,  to  prove  the  toisl  miarepreaenta- 
tion  of  the  fact  by  the  following  statement.  To- 
wards the  latter  end  of  last  September,  on  my  re- 
tuiD  to  New  York  from  Boston,  I  was  informed 
that  Mr.  Ripley  had  been  arrested  for  debt,  and 
that  by  the  interposition  of  QoTeroor  Jay  he  had 
been  prevented  from  going  to  prison.  Mr.  Ripley 
■hortly  after  applied  to  a  merchant  in  New  York 
for  a  sum  of  money  in  order  to  extricate  himself 
finally  from  this  embarrassment ;  the  g^nih 
applied  to  me  for  information  resoecting  Mr.  Rip- 
ley,  and,  on  my  telling  him  I  had  every  reason  io 
coDtider  him  as  a  youog  man  of  honor  and  integ' 
rity,  ha  advanced  him,  on  his  own  notes,  the  mo- 
ney he  required,  the  amount  of  which  I  do  not 
exactly  rscollecL  Moreover,  I  think  it  necessary 
here  to  observe  to  yon,  sir,  that  from  the  first  m 
ment  of  my  acqoamtance  with  Mr.  Ripley,  I  n 
ver  have,  directly  or  indirectly,  offered  bim  ai 
money  or  other  reward,  or  in  any  ways  hinted 
compensate  bim  for  his  deposition,  as  he  was  cou- 
sciousit  was  his  duty  and  in  that  light  only  have 
I  viewed  it.  I  have  further  reason  to  believe  ihi 
motive  -was  the  only  inducement  he  bad  to  appl^ 
to  me,  at  the  commencement  of  the  silting  of  the 
committee,  as  it  wa»  an  entire  voluntary  aci  of  bis 
own. 

As  the  deposition  of  Mr.  Holden  has  been  laid 
before  Congress,  permit  me,  sir,  to  request  of  the 
committee  to  do  ibe  same  with  this  letter,  and,  if 


e  any  wrong  imprecision  it  might  make 
on  the  public, 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  moat  obedient 
aervant,  LE  CHEVALIER  D'YRUJO. 

Samuel  SiTOREAvBa,  Esq., 
CluttTman  t^  the  CommiOee  of  the 
Haute  of  Repretntatives.for  t]te 
itnpeaekmeiU  tf  TFti&m  Blount. 


(3.) 


LattOT  from  J<4m  Phillipa  Ripley  to  the  duirmaB  of 

the  Commitlae  appmnled  to  prapara  and  report  Arti- 

dea  of  IispeaohmBnt  against  William  Blount,  dated 

19,  17B8. 


, „_i.t  WMmi 

pBiLADBLPiiiA,  January  19, 1798. 

Sib  :  I  have  just  seen,  with  much  surprise  an 
abstract  of  a  deposition  made  by  Abraham  Hol- 
den, of  New  York,  "which  seems  to  imply  that  1 
was  supplied  with  money  while  in  New  York  by 
the  SpautBh  Minister,  and  that  I  had  received  two 
luudred  dollar*  from  him.  and  expected  more." 
I  beg  leave,  sir.  to  relate  Io  you  the  facts  which 
n*y,  perhaps  hare  given  some  color  to  the  im- 
[vaMions  made  on  the  mind  of  the  depouMit.  It 
IS,  however,  eziremely  disagreeable  to  be  obliged 
to  trouble  you  with  any  oMervations  respectmg 
my  personal  affairs. 

Some  time  after  my  arrival  in  New  York,  in 
September  last,  owing  to  a  mistake  of  aperaoo  in 
Philadelphia,  I  was  arrested  for  debL  Tne  plain- 
tiff having  removed  from  the  town  on  account  of 
tb  fever,  noexplanation could  take  plaee,  nor  any 
cftnmniucatioa  be  made.    Not  axpecting  the  suit,  | 


it,  and  having  scarcely  any  acquaintance  ii 
city,  I  found  myself  reduced  to  a  disagreeable  di- 
lemma. Id  this  situation  I  applied  for  bail  to  Ur. 
Isaac  Cleson,  who  declined  interfering  in  my  be- 
half I  found  myself,  iben.  under  tbi!  necessity  of 
makiog  application  to  Governor  Jay,  who  very 
kindly  pledged  his  word  to  the  cAcer  for  my  sp- 

Searance  on  a  certain  day.  On  that  day  Gtovemoc 
ay  left  town  for  Albany^  1  surrendered  myself  Io 
tha  officer,  and  the  matter  not  being  yet  apeOB* 
modated,  I  requested  Mr.  Thomas  Stoughton  le 
become  my  bail.  He  replied,  htiag  Consul  of 
Spain,  it  was  not  conustent  with  his  cAce  mat 
iastruetious  to  interfere  in  the  justice  of  the  cooa- 
tiy.  I  related  to  him  the  manner  in  which  Oor- 
ernor  Jay  bad  assisted  me,  and  he  at  length  fol- 
lowed his  example.  Some  time  after,  the  Chev- 
alier D'Yrujo  arrived  at  New  York  from  Boston. 
Owing  10  the  continuance  of  the  malady  at  Phila- 
delphm,  I  had  not  been  able  to  hear  from  the  plain- 
lifi^nor  from  any  other  pcnon  of  my  aeqnaiDtutee. 
My  situation,  it  may  be  well  supposed,  was  by  lu 
means  enviable.  I  described  it  to  the  Cbevaliet. 
He  told  me  it  was  not  convenient  for  him  to  aa- 
sist  me ;  but,  on  representing  my  anxiety  of  fin- 
ishing theaflklr,Bnd  the  necessity  of  my  retuniii^ 
to  Philadelphia,  be  promised  to  recommend  it  to 
Mr.  Stoughton.  On  applying  to  Mr.  Stoughlun, 
he  leni  me  sufficient  moaey  to  conclude  the  albir, 
for  which  I  gave  my  notes.  This  simide  itarra- 
lion  exposes  all  the  ground  on  which  Mr.  HoUei 
can  build  his  assertions  or  coDJeciures.  Liviag  ia 
the  same  house  with  him,  he,  of  course,  b«came 
acquainted  wiih  mv  embarrassment,  and  I  took 
no  pains  to  conceal  from  him,  or  any  a 


This  relation  will,  I  trust,besufficient  to  explain 
correct  the  impressions  which  were  made  on 
the  mind  of  the  deponent.  It  may,  however,  not 
be  amiss  to  add,  ihat  the  Chevalier  onfruja  ne*a 
gave  me,  offered,  nor  promised  me,  any  money  or 
reward.  In  confirming  me  in  my  resolution  of 
declaring  before  the  Commitipe  the  facts  which  I 
knew,  he  simply  represented  it  as  the  duty  of  a 
citizen  to  declare,  on  all  occasions,  the  truth  :  to 
detect  and  frustrate  the  projects  of  thoae  vfao  may 
desire  to  sacrifice  our  neutrality,  or  to  substitute 
unnatural  and  impolitie  connexioas  in  the  place  of 
those  which  our  reason,  our  interest,  and  our  en- 
ements,  should  induee  as  to  support. 
'hi*  plain  and  oametexplanatiOB  of  bids  will, 
I  trust,  enable  everv  one  to  appreciate^  ^petly, 
the  importance  of  Mr.  Holden's  deposittoB,  aiid 
will  remove  any  wrong  impreasi<Hi  which  amy 
have  been  induced  by  it. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  leapcct,  air, 
your  most  obedient  and  humble  servant, 

JOHN  P.  RIPLBY. 
Hon.  Mr.  SiTcmavvGa, 
CSutitmemofAe  Cbmrntttae^Oc 

fibuatf  o^  AM)KM«la(Ne*  ^rtta 

IrW  of  tr'^--  —  - — 
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5ih  Con.— A 
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3W1 

SMC  ' 
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dilioaal  regiment  of,  received        -  -  G43 

committed  -  -  •  -  -  643 

reported      ■  ■  ■  >  -  644 

passed  ■  ■  M6 

a  bill  msking  appro[niations  to  defray  ex- 
penses incident  to  said  r^ment,  received 

and  comtDitted   -  .  -  -  686 
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passed  vviih  araeitdments     -            ~  .' 
Army,  ■  bill  giving  eventual  anthority  lo  tho  Pit*  ■ 
dent  to  augment  the  army,  reported 

commiued              .            _             .  - 

smendntents  reported          .            -  - 

ocaiaidered               .            -             .  - 
bill  ordered  Id  the  third  reaffing 

amended  by  the  House  .  -  - 

the  amendments  concurred  in  • 

a  bill  giving  anthority  to  the  President  to  fill 

vacancies  in  the  srmy  and  navy,  passed  - 

Aasislant  Postmaster  General,  a  blQ  far  ealabbah- 

tng  his  falary,  received    -  -  - 

third  reaiUng  of  the  bill  negatived  - 
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BlouDl,  WillUn,  of  Tennowe,  m  much  of  the 
Meaaiga  erf  Ibe  Praddent  u  lelata  to  a  c«- 
tain  ]«t«r  lUegcd  to  b«  writtaD  by  Willum 
Blount.  rafHTedtoaseled  commilleo 

nport  of  the  eommiltM — Mr.  Bkxint  oidired 
to  attend  the  Senate  irDmedialal; 

•  fuither  report  of  Ihe  committaa 

ta  allowed  ulnce  and  (sMitance  of  cooomI    - 

coaaideiation  of  the  report  of  the  committee  - 

a  meaaage  from  the  House  impeaching  him 
for  high  crimes  and  i 

enters  into  bond,  Ac. , 
oileged  against  him 

the  report  fuither  consii 

motion  to  postpone  farther  c 
next  session  n«gili<e>]      • 

KfHwl  of  the  committee,  and  a  reaolation  «i- 
pelling  Mr.  Blount  firom  hia  seat  in  the 
Senatsof  Ibe  United  States,  adopted 

otdtr  for  entering  npon  the  Journal  of  the 
Senate  his  failure  to  appear  agraeablj  to  hia 


IS  due  hj  individual  Slates.     (See  Aeeounit- 
Ball,  Joseph,  and  othsm,  peti(i<n]  of,  lakl  on  the 

Uble 

committed  -  .  -  ■  - 

Bank  of  Ihe  United  States,  a  bill  for  the  punish- 
ment of  frauds  on  the,  introduced 
committed  .  >  -  -  - 

reported      .  -  -  .  . 

ordered  to  a  third  reading    .  .  - 

Blount,  William,  ofTennessee.amnssageftom the 
Honse  with  the  articles  in  msintenance  of 
the  impeachment  ,  ,  - 

motion  for  appmnting  a  conuoittee  to  report 
on  the  measurea  necesesrj  to  be  adopted  in 
relation  to  said  articles      .  ■  - 

eonuniilee  appointed  ... 

a  partial  report  made  and  recommitted 


adopted  ----- 
tba  Secretary  direeted  to  iwue  writ  erf'  sum- 
committee  of  conftrence  aj^iated  in  relation 

to  the  proceedings  in  the  case 
report  of  Ihe  committee       -  .  - 

Btown,  Ohadiah,  bill  lor  his  relief,  receiveil 

committed  .  .  .  -  . 

reported      ,  -  -  -  . 

Bryan,   Col    Nathan,  of  South  Carolina,  resolu- 
tion (bi  attending  his  fiineral 


-  saie 

-  as  17 

-  sise 

.  S3&8 


Paje. 

doe  by  individual  SUtes — (See  Accoanl:  ) 
Badiflivllle,  William,  petition  of,  praying  interpo- 
■ition  of  Congre.a  in  bis  b^alf  againsl  cer- 
tain proceedings  sgainit  him  for  a  violation 
of  tba  stamp  act,  committed  -  S330 

Baysid,  Mr.,  of  Delaware,  his  argument  on  the 
part  of  the  House  in  the  case  of  William 

Blount SS« 

Bell,   William,  deposition  of,  in  >he  caw  of  Wil- 
liam Blount        .  .  -  .  3371 
Blonut,  William,  of  Tennessee,  return  of  the  writ 

ef  summons         .  .  -  -  3190 

the  t^ecretaiy  directed  lo  notify  the  House  of 

ihe  retoTD  of  the  Bummons  -  S19t 

rales  for  conducting  the  trial  reported  snd  ■ 

Court  of  Impeachment  formed      -  -  S196 

farther  report  ou  the  rules  lor  conducting  the 

trisl 3187 

commencement  of  tbe  trial  -  -  -  S34B 

plea  of  tbe  defendant  -  .  -  3347 

replication  and  rejoinder      .  -  ■  3348 

argumentaon  thepartofthe  prosecution  3S4S,  3304 
on  the  part  of  the  defence     -  -      :j  3  68,  3378 

molation  reapecting  bis  impeachability  nega- 
tived      ...  -  -  33IB 
decieion  of  tbe  court,  diBmisaiug  the  impeach- 
ment    -----  3sie 

report  of  the  commiitee  appointed  to  conduct 

the  impeachment   .  -  -  '  3319 

depositions  and  other  documents  in  relation  to 
the  caae  -  -  -  -  3334  to  3416 

Booki,  petLlion  of  the  Baltimore  Library  Company 
praying  exemplion  from  the  duties  charge- 
able on  books,  laid  on  the  table    -  -  3308 

Brown,  John,  and  otbei  mercbanta,  petition  o^ 
prjying  to  be  enabled,  at  the  public  ex- 
pense, to  prosecute  tbeii  clsims  lor  proper- 
ty destroypd  by  the  belligoient  Powers,  re- 
ferred to  tbe  Secretary  of  State    -  -  SSOO 

Button,  Dr.  Cbarles,  bis  deposition  in  the  ease  of 

William  Blount  -  -  -  -  8379 


Chaplain  appointed        .  -  .  . 

Congms,  conference  ashed  by  the  House  on  the  set 
of  the  last  seadon  for  altering  the  time  of 
meeting  of  -  -  -  - 

the  Senate  decline  the  conference 
a  lull  to  ascertain  the  time  for  the  next  meet- 
ing of,  introduced  -  -  37, 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 


amendment  of  Ihe  Houie  concurred  iu 
Cmsuls  and  Vice  Consuls,  a  bill  coooeiniog  them 

repotted  and  passed 
Cults,  Bamuel,  and  other  merdianta,  petilioo  o^ 

praying  compeDsslioo  for  spoliations  com- 

niiited  on  their  property  bj  iimagn  armed 

veaBls,  laid  on  the  [able  - 


da  and  Nova  Soitia.     See  (Rejitgea.) 
Cannon,  arma,  && ,  a  bill  lo  enable  the  Prea 
to  procure  cannon,  anna,  Ac,  received 
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Page. 
Cmnichael,  WilliBm,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 

legal  repro»entati»Ba  o^  receJTed  ■  -    <78 

rejxffted     -  .  -  .  -     484 

puHj         -  .  .  -  .466 

a  bill  approprialbig  moae;  for  a  balance  due 

the  beira  of,  received        -  -  -    639 

comiaitled  -  -  -  .  - 

Ceoffoi,  a  bill  proridiDg  ior  the  enumeratioD  of 
the   iohs^tantB  of  Ihe  United   States  re- 

l«VBd 

cominitled  -  -  .  -  - 

reined  and  poatponed  to  orat  mmod 
Chaplain  app(nD(«]        .... 
Ghvleaton,  Sooth  Carolina,  memonat  troaa  niti- 
diy  merchants  o^  campluning  of  the  in- 
jiuiouB  operation  of  the  revenue  lawa,  laid 
on  the  Cable         .... 
ClainiB,  a  bill  for  limiting  the  time  irilhin  which 
claims  agunst  the  United  Slates  far  credits 
on  the  books  of  the  Tressnr;  nay  be  pre- 
sented for  allowance,  received 
reported  .... 

passed  with  amendmeDti     • 
CIsrk.  Thomas,  a  bill  for  the  relief  o^  received    . 
ordered  to  a  third  reading   - 

CleA  of  the  House,  otSco  of,  s  bill  sllawing  sddi- 
tionsi  compensation  CD  tbe  principal  and 
engrossing  elctis  in,  received 
passed  with  amendments     - 

Clerke,  a  bill  to  revive  and  conUnue  the  act  r»- 
■pectiog  Ihe  compensatioD  o^  received 

amendmenCi  reported  ... 

Ull  passed  -  '  .  .  . 

amendments  disagreed  to  1^  the  House  and 
innsted  on  b;  the  Sensle 

the  Senate  recede    .  -  .  - 

Collectars,  a  bill  to  regulate  and  fix  the  compen- 
sation of  officers  employed  in  collecting 
the  internal  revenue  and  to  insure  the  set- 
tlement of  their  accoonla,  received 

oommilted  ..... 

pMnd  wH) 

amendments  concurred  in    -  .        6D4, 

4!>ommeTce,  coiomittec  appointed  on  ao  much  of 
tbe  President's  Speech  as  relates  to  meas- 
ures neoessBry  for  the  protection  and  secu- 
ritj-o^    ..... 

aUII  for  the  more  efiectual  protection  of  the 
conuneree  and  coasU  of  tbe  United  States 

s  bill  in  addition  to  said  act  raportad 
ordered  to  ihe  third  reading 

amended  bj  the  House 
•uendmenls  referred  to 
eoncuirrdin  .... 

I  .bill  further  to  protect  Che  commerce  of  the 
UtJltdStatea,  received    -  -  - 

reported       .  -  -  -  - 

CommMonerB*  of  fi^  SiniiWi  Fund,  report  of 


644 


CM 


617 


649 
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60G 


Congress,  corrmiitlee  appointed  on  the  subject  of 
amending  Ihe  law  of  1T94,  reqMcting  Ihe 
eonveniog  of  Coagnm  in  case  of  contagi- 

raport  laid  on  iha  labia         .  -  -     ^ 

motjon  for  appointing  a  eoiDiiiittee  t>  Tffnrt 

on  the  proprietj  of  sltering  the  time  for  &m 

neit  annual  meeting  o(  agreed  to  amd  a 

eommittea  (ppcinled        '  -  -    I 

committea  of  conference  aj^xnnted    -  '    < 

their  report  -  .  -  -     '■ 

*  bill  to  sitn  tbe  time  br  the  nert  animal 

meeting  <€,  introdoeed  and  comiuttad      •    I 
reported  and  passed  ... 

rejected  by  tbe  Houm         -  -  -    ( 

another  bill  introduced         -  -  -    ' 

Ihird  reading  negatived        -  -  -    < 

Comieeticnt,  petitiDn  Ihnn  the  loan  offico'  rf  this 
■Stale,  praying  payment  of  his  aceoants  Eur 
eitn  dark  hire,  lefened  to  the  decrBtaty 
of  Ihe  Treasury.  (&t»  Imlag  mOimmt.) 
motion  for  appointing  a  commitlae  to  con- 
sider Ibe  subject  of  scrcpting  a  cesnon  tX 
toritoiy  from  this  Stale,  laid  otci 
committed  .  ,  .  . 

report  of  the  committee  Isidon  the  table       -    I 
postponed  to  the  next  session 
Constitution,  motion  for  proposing  certain  artidaa 
ofamendmer.t      .  .  -  - 

consideralion  of  the  motion  poa^)oned 
motion  for  proposing  an  amenthnent  in  rria- 
tion  to  qualifications  lor  the  offices  of  Pred- 
dent  and  Vice  President,  hid  over  -    i 

Consula,  a  hill  making  an  appropriation  fbt  thena- 
paTment  of  moneys  advanced  by  tbe  ttm- 
snls  of  the  United  States  in  certain  eaae^ 


tlie 


476 


Conteated  eleMions,  a  UU  to  prtecriba  the  mode  of 
taking  evidence  in  casca  of,  and  to  compel 
alleadancaofwitneaaes,  leceivad  -  -    ' 

committed  -  -  -  -  -    ' 

paasod  with  amendments  -  •    •■ 

Crimea  against  the  United  States,  a  motion  far  leave 
to  bring  in  a  bill  to  define  the  crime  of 
'  treason,  and  to  define  and  pnnidi  die  crime 

of  sedition  .  -  -  - 

bill  reported  -  -  -  - 

comnuttad  ■  -  -  -     : 

amended  by  the  Bonse  •  -     I 

amendment  concurred  in      - 
Crowd!,  BrlTanoBv  biD  far  his  rdief,  received      - 


,  in  the  ease  (rf' Wil- 
liam Blount        ...  -  3381 
hU  depodtioni        -                         -     3384,  S388 
Ceiwua,  a  bill  providing  for  the  enumeration  of  the 

inhabitants  of  the  United  Stales,  recaind     SIH 
reported  with  amendments  -  -  SSOl 

pused         .....  ssei 
amendments  dissgreed  to  by  tbe  Home  and 

adhered  to  by  the  Senate  -  .  -  SUM 

House  adhere  to  the  disagTeemmt     -  -  SSO 
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Chiidami,  noolutioo  for  appointing  two,  of  diffir- 

entdenomiDalioiia  •  -  -  S19I 

•ppointcil  -----  8191 
Claik,  Elijib,  hii  deponlian  in  Bloaot'i  taae  -  34 IS 
Claib,  a  bill  to  regolate  and  fix  the  cOmpenntjoD 

at,  raceiTed  .  -  .  -  SSS6 

npoitad  and  oidered  to  the  third  leading      -  3333 

pMwd 333S 

Collaelm,  •  bill  to  mtabliah  the  compeuiation  of 
afficeri  employed  in  collecting  the  datiei  on 
imports  and  toiuuge,  receiied      ■  -  SS31 

reported      -----  2237 
powd  with  uiMDdiiKDta      -  -  -  3833 

Commenx,  cammitlee  initmcisd  to  inqvire  what 
re  necewaiy  lo  the  act  in  ad  - 
:t  for  the  more  efbctaal  pro- 


Dehton,  a  tdll  for  the  relief  of  peraons  imprisoned 

for  deble  due  the  Uoiled  Slates,  received  -  665 
commilled  -----  B67 
reported      -  .  .  .  .    S5S 

o^erad  to  the  third  reading  -  -  -    670 

paMsd  -    671 

a  bill  Bupplemantar;  to  the  above,  received    -    6SS 
passed         -  ■  -  .  -    671 

Ds  Orasse,  Count,  a  bUl  authorizing  the  payment 
of  certain  mna  of  mooey  tc   ' 
of  the  lal^  received 


{Set  French  dtizeru.) 
Cougren,  ■  bill  to  alter  the  time  for  the  ni 
ing  oi,  reported    - 


-  3319 

-  3336 
■  3331 


CoiUiecticDt,  a  biU  to  autfaoriie  the  acxeptance  of  a 
ceseloa  from  this  State  of  ttte  territor;  call- 
ed the  Western  Rserm    - 
reported      -  -  .  -  - 

recaminitted  -  .  .  - 

reported      .  -  .  -  . 

ameDdmentB  agreed  lo,  and  the  bill  ordered  to 
the  third  reading  -  -  -  - 


ConalitDtion,  resolution  directing  the  Secretirj  to 
have  a  number  of  copies,  together  with  the 
amcmdmenla,  bound  for  the  nee  of  the  8e- 


Bgreedto     .  -  -  -  - 

Conrt  of  ImpeachnieDt  formed     -  -  . 

reaolutian  for  dtepeaaing  with  the  ajee  and 
noes  on  qoeetiaDS  of  sdjoununent,  or  of 
granling  liirtlicr  time  to  the  partiei 
proceedings  of  the  conrt       •  •  3315  to 

(Bob  Blount,  WlUiam.) 
Grimes  against  the  United  Slates,  a  bill  for  the 
punishment    of    certain,    thecein    speci- 
fied      -  -  -  -  - 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  -            -  . 


Dallas,  A.  J.,  one  of  the  counsel  for  Wm.  Blount 
Dajton,  Jonathan,  of  New  Jersey,  elected  Speaker 
of  the  House       .  -  -  . 

Duties,  a  bill  Isjiug  duties  on  hcenses  for  the  sale 
of  wines  and  forogn  distilled  ^lirilB,  re- 
committed -  -  -  - 
■mendmenti  reported 
ordered  to  Ae  Aird  reading  • 


paned        -  .  -  .         MS, 

a  resolution  investingthe  Doorkeeper  with  the 

authority  of  Seigeant-at-trias 

Duties,  a  bill  to  postpime,  for  a  limited  time,  the 

commencement  at  the  duties  on  stamped 

velliun,  parchment,  Ac,  received 


a  bill  to  amend  the  several  acta  laying  du- 
ties on  spirits  distilled  in  the  United  States 
and  on  stills,  received       -  -  -     4 

ordered  lo  ttie  third  reading  -  -  -    ' 

passed  with  antMidment       -  -  -    ' 

amendment  disagreed  lo  by  the  House,  and 

adhered  to  by  the  Seoate  -  -  -    ' 

a  bill  lo  repeal  the  act  laying  dnties  ob  elamp- 

ed  Tellnm,  dec,  recmved  -  -  -    I 

rejected        -  -  -  .  .     i 

a  bill  lo  amend  said  act,  leccived      •  -    i 

reported       -  -  -  .     . 

pissed  with  amendment 
a  bill  farther  to  amend  said  act  received 
oommittad  -  -  .  . 

further  consideration  poatponed  lo  next  nonninn 
a  bill  to  Fontinue,  for  a  limited  time,  part  of 
the  set  niaking  further  provisian  for  collect- 
ing the  duties  on  foreign  and  domeMk  dis- 
tilled spirits  and  on  stUls,  wines,  and  t*s". 


a  bill  to  sospeod,  for  a  fiutlier  time,  the  du- 
ties onthemanu&clureof  snuffin  the  Uni- 
ted Sutes,  and  on  drawbacks  on  ths  aiprat- 
■tion  thereof,  reoened      -  -  . 


Dallas,  A.  J.,  of  Penn^lvania,  his  argument  in 
the  case  of  William  Blount 

Davy,  Willism,  his  deposition  in  the  case  of  Wil- 
liam Blount        -  -  .  - 

Distillers,  a  bill  re^Kcting,  ra:eived 

committed  ----- 

Dock^  a  bill  authorimng  the  eatablishment  of^  i«- 

reported      -  .  .  -  . 

ordered  to  the  third  reading 


3318 
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Dooike^>er,  Assiilanl,  appointed  -  -  3t90 

Datisi,  a  biJl  to  alter  (he  ttamp  duliea  on  foreign 
tatia  of  exchange  and  billa  if  lading,  impoeed 
by  Ihs  act  lajingduties  on  ataoipad  Teliam, 
Jtc,  received       .  -  -  - 

commilted  -  •  -  .  -  SS13 

reported      -  -  .  .  .  S3tB 

a  bill  to  regatale  the  collection  of  the  duliea 

on  importa  and  tonnage,  received  -  3216 

eommitled-  ....  2817 

reported      .....  8318 
recommilted  ...  3319 

reported  with  amendoMinta  -  -  IS30 

ItnTn^o,  Chevalier,  a  letter  from,  to  Ihe  chaiimaD 
of  the  commillee  on  the  impeochmeol  of 
Wilfiam  Blount  ....  3414 


Embwgoea,  bill  authoring  the  FreddenI  to  laj, 

regulate,  and  reroke  embaigoea,  introduMd    B3T 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  -  -       38 


Enrolled  talla,  a  joint 


on,  appointed 


Edgar,  John,  and  othen,  pelilioD  of,  prating  per- 

miaaion  to  I17  oat  certain  donation  lande 

on  the  waten  of  Ka^ukia  creek,  pment- 

ed  and  committed  -  -     1 

reported  on  -  -  -  -    1 

report  agreed  to      -  -  -     '. 

Embargo,  reeolutioii  relative  to  the  expediency  of 
laying  an  embargo  on  all  veasel*  of  the  1J. 
Slalaa,  other  than  those  employed  in  the 
couting  trade  and  fiaheriea,  n^atived      -    I 

Enrolled  billa,  a  joint  committee  on,  appointed    •    • 

EieculiTa  DeparCmeat,  motion  for  inetituttng  a 
D^arate  Eiecutiie  Department  for  the 
luperintendence  of  the  naval  afBun  of  the 
United  Stat™.     {See  Nany  Deparlmmt.) 

Executire  aeHion  called  -  -  -    1 


Eaton,  Capliin,  hia  depodti'm  in  the  caae  of  Wil- 
liam Blount        ....  3403 
EzacDti*e  aalariea,  a  bill  for  augmenting  the  eala- 

riee  of  certain  execuliTe  ofllcera,  reported  -  SSS6 
■mendmenta  Kvorted  ...  333a 

bill  ordered  to  Ihe  third  reading        -  -  S33S 


Polwell,  Richard,  tnolution  for  aubacriUng  for  a 
number  of  copiea  of  hia  edition  oflhe  Jonr- 
nala  of  CongreM  .  .  - 

Foreign  coina,  a  Inll  for  auipending  for  a  limited 
.!_.  _  .1 1  — .; ''\t  act  for  rega- 


lating  fbreign  coins,  receiTed 
'with  81       ■        ■ 


raport  agreed  to 

bill  ordoed  to  the  third  nading 

pHced  with  amendmenta 


Page. 

Foreign  Inlucoune,  a  bill  providing  the  meaoa  of 

inlereourae  with  foreign  nadotia,  received  •    &16 
committed  ....     517 

repotted      -  -  -        ,     -     6!» 

ordered  to  the  third  reading  -  -    BSD 

pasaed SSI 

Foundriea,  a  bill  rcportsd  to  enable  (he  Pnaidnit 
lo  purchaaa  or  lean  one  or 
ordered  to  the  (bird  reading 
amended  and  paaaed 
Frarce,  a  hill  to  aoepend  commen 

wi(h  France  and  the  dependenciea  thereol^ 


committed  - 

reported 

amended  and  paaaed 


&70 
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a  resolution  authonzin^  the  printing  and  £m- 
tribotion  of  1  certain  number  of  copiea  of 
the  inatructioDa  to,  and  deapatchei  from, 
(ha  American  Enioja  at  Patii       - 

concurred  in  .... 

a  bill  declaring  the  treatie*  between  France 
and  (he  United  Statee  vind 

w  Hotise  coDcnrred  in 
a  bill  to  amend  the  act  to  auqtend  commerdal 
intetcourK  with,  introduced  -  -    < 

commillM  of  conference  appuuted   on  the 

amerdment  of  (he  Honae  -  -     I 

report  of  the  committee        -  -  -     I 

Frank,  John,  a  bill  for  hia  relief,  receiied  -     • 

committed  -  -  -  -  -     ■ 

reported  and  pasaed  -  -  -    ■ 

Franking  privilege,  a  bill  granting  the  frankiDg 
privilege  to  the  Attorney  Generaland  to  tlw 
officer  commanding  the  United  Stale* 
(roopa,  received    -  -  -  -     1 

eommitled  -  -  -  -  -     1 

reported     -  .  .  -  -     1 

rejected       -  -  -  -     I 

a  bill  granting  the  franking  privilege  (o  (he 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  iitroJnced  -     1 

paaaad  -  -  -  -     i 

Frauds.      (Bee  Bank  of  the  Uniird  Slata.) 
French  armed  ahipa,  a  bill  Tor  encouraging  (be 

capture  0^  reported  -  -  -     I 

ordered  (o  the  third  mading  -  -  -     ( 

non-concurred  in  by  the  Houae        -  -     I 

French  pauengers,  a  bill  to  regulate  the  landing  of 

French  paaeengen  and  othw  peracna  airiv* 

ing  in  the  United  Slate*  fivm  fordgn  coon  - 

trie*,  rep>»ted     -  -  -  -     I 


France,  a  ImII  fiirther  lo  Buq>end  comtaerdal  intat' 
eonrae  with  France  and  her  dependenciea, 
received  and  committed   .  .  -  tan 

amendmenta  reported  -  .  _  StlQ 

motiona  fw  expunging  the  4th  and  Sth  aac- 

tiona  negatived    ....  fSlt 
bill  ordered  to  (he  (hird  reading         •  -  SSIS 

paand        .....  nu 
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Pnnklin,  John,  hii  depotitioit  in  the  can  of  Wtl- 

tiam  Blonnt        ....  3380 

Franeh  ddzeiis,  ■  bill  conecmiog  Franch  dtiinu 

capturad  and  tnvughl  into  ^  U.  Stalaa    -  S3  jS 
pond        .....  3S31 


Onat  BrituD,  ■  IhII  for  the  appoiutmeiil  of  agenU 
in  nUtion  to  the  eth  article  of  the  Treatj 
with,  recciied  and  committed 
reported  with  amendment*  - 
onkred  to  the  tfaiid  reading 


Haakilt,  Jonathan,  a  bill  (brlberdief of,  reeeifed  ' 
committed  -  -  .  -  . 

reported     -  -  .  -  . 

ordered  to  third  reading 

Health  Laws,  committee  appointed  oii  that  par- 
lioD  of  the  Preeident  a  Speech  reapecting 
the  eipediencj  of  eetablishing  reguUtioiu 
in  aid  of  the  health  lana  o(  (he  several 


S3 17 
232S 


Galleya,  a  bill  authorizing  the  PrnideDttopuTcban 
a  number  of  hobU  veHels  to  be  equipped  ai 
galleja,  reported  -  -  .  - 

ordered  to  the  third  reading 


Georgia,  a  ramonatranee  Irom  the  Legialature  o^  iu 
relatiDii  to  the  act  regulating  trade  with  the 
Indian  trlbea  and  certain  Indian  treaties, 
laid  over  -  -  -  -    41 

commilied  -  -  -  -it 

reported  on  -  '  .  I6f 

GoTvimient  officera,  motion  Tor  appointing  a  com- 
mittee to  conmder  what  iddition  ougbt  to 
be  nwde  to  tbe  compenation  of  officers  re- 
sident at  the  seat  of  Goyerament  -  .5^ 
(See  alio,  Clerlu  end  Executive  laiarla. ) 
GnuM,  Count  de.     (See  De  Graue.) 


Oarnnger,  Lewis  and  Charles,  petition  of^  re- 
qieeting  military  estsblishmenls,  Gre-anu, 
du:.,  laid  on  the  Ubis     -  -  3934 

postponed  to  the  next  seewou  -  -  3348 

Gaosm,  Tayhir,  and  Jones,  of  Philadelphia,  a  bill 

for  the  relief  oQ  receiied  .  -  -  S30S 


reeommitted 

r^nrted,  with  amendments  - 


.  S313 
'  33!  a 

-  3330 

-  3333 


Health  officer  aikd  harbor  maater,  bill  giving  as- 
sent of  Congrees  to  an  act  of  lbs  State  of 
North  Carolina,  in  relation  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  those  officers  for  the  port  of  Wil- 
mington ....  477 
Bobart,  John  SIoss,  of  New  York,  resgnalion  of  64 1 
Hutchina,  Thomai,  petition  of,  praying  compen- 
■ation  for  the  aufferiDgf  and  serrices  of  his 
Iste  ftther,  the  (leogrspher-Qeneral,  laid 


490 


Stales.   - 

(See  Quanmline.) 
Holden,  Abel,  jr.,  hi>  deposition 

William  Blount  - 
Hopkins,  Elias  B.,  his  deposilion 

William  Blount - 
Hunter,  John,  reeignation  of 


Impeachment.     (See  Bkntnt,  WilUam.) 
Ingersoll,  Jaied,  of  Pennsjlvanis,  Mie  of  tbe  cou. 
ael  for  William  Btonnl  . 

sicoXD   sua  I  OH. 

Tmlsy,  William,  bill  for  the  reUef  of,  reprated 


third  reading  of  the  bill  a 

a  committee  appointed  to  report  a  mode  of 

proceeding  in  cases  of     -  -  494 

reportof  the  commiltee  ...  49fi 
recommitted,  again  reputed,  and  adopted  -  49< 
report  on  the  mode  of  administering  oaths  in 

caMsof 503 

duehargs  of  the  committee  -  -  -    50S 

fbrmoflfaewrit  ofanmmona  -     SIS 

Impriaonment  for  debt*  due  the  United  States. 
((■ee  Deblort.) 

despetciMB,  reaolotian  far  print- 
mg  certain.     (See  Frante.') 
ana,  a  bill  appiopristing  •  nun  of  money  to 
defta;  eipensea  of  holding  a  treaty  with 
certain,  teoMTed  and  committed   -  -    4(16 

reported  .....  bOt 
paaaed  wiih  ameodment*  ...  SOT 
oonearred  in  -        -  -  -  '         -    ftIO 

Impeachment,  court  ol,  farmed  -  -  .  S19S 

(See  Bhuitt,  WUham.') 

Import*  and  tonnage.     (Sea  DtUiti.) 

Indian^  a  eommitlee  appointed  on  the  act  to  reg- 
ulate trade  and  interconne  with  the  Indian 
tribes  .....  3SM 
liill  to  regulate  trade  and  intereoune  with 
the  Indian  tribea,  and  to  preeerre  peace  on 
the  frontiers,  reported  ...  SlU 
,  iwd        .  .  3317 

Ingersoll,  Jared,  of  Pemuylvaoia,  bis  argument  tn 

of  William  Blount  -  Wm 


J. 


Joumala  of  CongreM,  i 


nar  be! 
of  the, 


be  taken  to  encoonge  the 
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PigB. 

Jouinib  of  Congreaa — 

rewlutioD  diiectin(t  a  nibeciiption  tea  foai 
hnDdnd  copin  of  the  Journoli  propoaed  to 
be  published  by  Richud  Folwell  -  -    613 

JiMdMXj,  motion  for  ■ppointing  >  rommitue  to 

r«?iu  Ihe  judioBi;  Bystem,  poitponed  4TS,  47& 
conimitled 
the  committee  iiiBlTucted  (o  report  bj  bill 

•  bill  reported         -  -  -  -    53S 

•  bill  nipplenwntary  to  the  act  to  est>tili*h 
tbejuuicia!  courti,  reported  '  6S7,  G3S 

further  coniideittion  poetponed  t 

•Mioa   .  -  -  -         64S,  648 

motion  for  arranging  the  several  judicial  dia- 

tricti  of  the  United  States  into   ' 


049 


committed  -  -  -  -  - 

raport  thereoD         .  -  .  . 

a  bill  to  alter  and  eitfnd  theprovjaoniof  the 

act  to  eelabiirii  ths  judicial  conrta,  iqwrtod    G66 
ordered  to  the  third  loading  -  -     "" 

Teccmmitted  .  .  -  - 

reported  nith  anwmlmenta  -  -  - 

r^»ort  agreed  lo      - 

bill  p«Med 

a  bill  providing  compensation  for  tnarsbalB, 

Jurors,  witneoaes,  dec,  received   -  -     662 

MtnnuUed .  -  -  -  - 

reported      ----- 
poatponed  to  the  next  asaaiaii 
a  bill  in  addition  to  the  act  to  eatabliah  the 

judicial  courta  received    -  -  - 


JownaU  of  Congreas,  reaolutian  anthorixing  a  sub- 
scription for  four  hundred  cojnea  of  tha      -  3339 
amended  and  passed  -  -  3340 

Jodidsrj,  a  bill  aupplementaij  to  the  set  la  eatab- 
llsh  the  judicial  courts  of  the  United  Stales, 
reported-  -  -  -  -  8304 

committed  -----  3300 
postponed  to  the  next  sessJon  -  -  3343 

a  bin  providing  for  the  secnrit;  of  bail  in  cer- 
tain caui,  reported  -  -  -3316 
■mendmenl*  rqrarted  .  -  .  3339 
paved  -  - .  -  -  -  3339 
a  bill  providing  oompmaalicn  for  mardiala, 

juron,  &C.,  recnved        ...  |)S8 
■mendmenta  reported  -  -  -  3336 

onlered  to  the  third  reMling  -  -  93S0 


bntncl^,  message  announcing  theratiflcation,  bj 
Oiis  State,  of  the  amendment  to  the  Con- 
alitation  respecting  the  suabilitj  of  8tat«B  489 
Keotuckj,  Tennetnee,  and  Maine,  a  comnuttee 
appointed  lo  report  on  the  expediency  of  al* 
(ering  the  time  for  holing  United  States 
courts  in  these  districts     .  -  .     B44 

KMdiudio,  General,  a  bill  providing  for  the  pay- 
ment of  Ihe  interest  on  a  certificate  doe 
him,  raorived  and  committed        -  -    4SS 

reported,  and  ordered  to  tbe  third  letding    -    4&4  | 
•mended  and  passed  .  .  -    4s&  I 

anandmcot  diagreed  to  by  the  Houae  -    486 


Keedudio,  General — continued, 
the  Senais  insst    - 
conierence  appointed — Senate  adhere 
the  House  recede 


Land  Titles,  a  bill  reported  S»r  confirming  tillMti 
certain  lands      -  .  .  ■ 

postponed  to  next  session     - 
Lewis,  Thomas,  ■  bill  for  the  aalief  ol^  rscsmd   - 
jected      -  .  -  .  . 

>r«gooIli^  a  bill  for  raising 
corps  of,  negatived 
Loan,  a  bill  authoiiiing  a  loan,  reeaiwd  - 
oommitled  -  -  -  - 


Light  Dr«i 


Lands,  petition  of  Stephen  Honot  and  othen,  in- 
habitants of  Gall  iopolis,  praying  for  a  grant 
of  certain  ItDds,  preaeDted  atid  laid  on  tbe 
taUe       •     '       . 
committed  -  -  .  .  - 

reported  and  a  blQ  ordered   - 
■  bill  authorizing  the  grant  reported 

ft  bill  to  authoriie  lbs  sale  of  certain  lands 
between  the  Great  and  Little  Miami  riven 
pos^Kmed  .  -  .  - 

recommitted,  reported,  and  again  postponed 

committee  appointed  to  report  what  alteratioiia 
are  necessary  in  the  act  for  Ihe  sale  of  land* 
in  the  Terrilory  Nortbweet  of  the  Ohio    - 
a  bill  to  amend  the  said  act  reported 
committed  -  -  -  -  •     i 

reported  with  amendment    -  -  -     1 

wdered  to  Ihe  third  reading 

resolution  requeating   the  Secretary  of  the 

Treasury  to  report  the  progrw  made  by 

(he   Burvejor  GeoFral  in   laying  off  tht 

lands  directed  lo  be  anrveyed  by  the  acta 

of  the  I8lh  May  and  Ist  June,  17IK 

report  of  Ihe  Seanelary  of  the  Trsaswiy  on 

the  stale  of  Ihe  Western  laitda,  ietai»ad 

and  committed    -  -  -  . 

Lands  and  dwelling-honses,  a  biO  to  provide  far 

the  valuation  of,  and  tar  the  enmnsration 

of  alavea  in  tbe  United  Sblea,  recetred    ■ 

commiiled  -  •  -  -  •     : 

repiHted      -  -  -  •     i 

recoomiitted  -  -  -  .    j 

reported      -  -  -  -    I 

conndered  -  -  -  .  -     I 

ordered  to  the  tbiid  reading  -  -     I 

fiirther  considered   -  -  -  .    I 

passed  with  amendments     -  -  ■     1 

irrediD 


Lapsley,  Margaret,  petili<m  o^  |vaying 
of  lost  certificate,  presented  and 

Lapdey,  Ssmnal.  ■  Ull  for  relief  of  the 

rsasntativea  ot,  reported    - 

ordend  to  the  tUrd  Teading 


DiqinzedhyGoOt^le 
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Lnria,  Thomas,  a  bill  for  the  relief  <^,  rece: 
eommitteil  -  -  -  - 

reported,  and  Ihinl  reading  negatived 

Liealeiuuit  General.   (See  Waikington, 

Light-bouH,  &C-I  a  bill  aulhoriiinK  the  e 

of  a  tight-houae,  and  placing  buoja 

Uin  places  therein  mentioDed,  recei' 

puaed  nith  amendnxnlB 

motion  for  appointing  a  cominiltee  to 
on  the  eipediencj  of  erecting  a 
hoiueat  Old  Point  Comfiirt,  (Va.] 
ing  a  beacon  at  Tybee  iatand,  (Gi 
filing  buoya  at  the  month  of  the 


raaolution  requesting  the  Secretai;  of  the 
Treaanr;  to  lepon  on  the  necessity  of  these 
measures  and  the  expense  attending  (hem     • 

a  bill  for  ereeliag  light  houses,  and  pladng 
buoys  and  stakes  at  places  therein  named, 
received  -  ,  -  - 


r  bill,  for  the  si 


leponed     -  -  -  -  -    605 


•D,  a  UU  to  enable  the  President  to  bornm 
money  for  the  public  aervice,  ifnAya 
copunilleal  .  .  .  - 

reported      ,  -  -  - 

Oiilered  to  third  Teading 
paaaed  vrith  amendoiBDti 
ConterencB  appointed  an  ooe  of  the  a 


the  Senate  recede    - 

the  House  recede  from  their  disagreement 

a  bill  to  authoriie  the  Preodenl  to  obtain 

loin  on  the  credit  of  die  direct  tu,  i 


Loan  Office  CertiEcBtes,  &e.,  a  bill  respecting 
them  received      -  ,  .  . 

cotninitted  .... 

oidvied  to  the  third  reading 

I— 1 


Lands,  committee  appointed  to  report  what  amend- 
ments are  necessary  in  the  act  providing 
for  the  aale  of  lands  in  the  Terrilory  North- 
west of  (he  Ohio  -  -  3301 

a  bill  to  amend  said  aet  reported 

ordered  to  the  third  reading  -  •  2216 

passed        -  -  -  -  -  as  17 

a  bill  to  amend  (he  act  regotatiug  graotoof 
lands  for  military  aervices,  and  for  the  So- 
ciety of  United  Brethren,  received  and 
committed  ....  S234 

amendments  reported  -        .  -  .  3336 

bill  passed  -        -  .  .  -  3388 

a  bill  authorizing  the  ssle  of  certain  lands  be- 
tween the  Great  and  Little  Miami  riven, 
and  giving  a  pre-emption  to  eotain  pui- 
dMsen,  recuved  and  committed  -  -  SSSB 

reported  and  passed  ...  3338 


Pag» 

Is  and  dwelling-houses,  a  bill  lo  uneDd  the 

act  providing  for  the  vtlustion  of,  received  3314 
committed               ...            -  3316 
amendments  reported           -            .            -  233S 
agreed  to    -            -            -            -            -  3M8 
bill  ordered  to  the  third  reading  and  passed  ■  3337 
John,  of  New  York,  elected  Preaidoot 
proUmpoTt         .              -              -              -  3110 
Laws  of  the  United  States,  a  bill  in  addition  to 
the  act  for  the  more  general  promulgation 
of,  passed            ....  3380 
,  George,  depoiition  ot^  in  th?  case  of  Wil- 
liam Blount                     -            -            -  3370 
Lewis,  Thomas,  petition  of,  prraenled  and  com- 
mitted      2199 

bill  for  the  relief  d(  repoiled  -  -  2306 

pased 3308 

Light-houses,  Ac. ,  t  tnll  for  erecting  a  beacon  on 

Boon  Island  received  and  committed        -  33S0 
reported     .  -  -  .  -  3333 
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transmitting  dupticatea  of  certain  documeDia 

on  the  snbject  of  building  two  ships  Ibr  the 
Dey  of  Algiers  and  in  lelation  to  the  pow- 
ers and  salary  of  the  consul  at  that  place    -      M 

on  the  subject  of  fureign  inlelligence  -      38 

Mileage,  bill  allowing  full  mileage  lo  the  mftnben 

ofbolb  Hoosea,  reported  -  -  -      33 

passed        -  -      33 

Militiuj  EstabUshmeot,  a  bill  for  the  sugmenta- 
ticnof  (he  regularsriiilery  and  cavalry,  and 
malting  arrangemeata  for  apioviiioDal  ar- 
my, reported       ...  17,  Ig 

a  bill  for  raising  sn  additioiul  corps  of  liglil- 
dragooDS,  negatived  •  -  -      S3 

MiElia,  a  bill  aathoriiing  a  detachtnant  from  the, 

received  -  ■  -  -      39 

reported  -  -  -  -      M 

passed S6 


Maine.     (Bee  KailucJey.') 
Marine  corps,  a  bill  Ibr  a  ' 

committed  -  .  -  .  . 

reported       .  .  -  .  - 

ordered  lo  the  third  reading 

Mirahals,  jarors,  &c.     (See  Judiciary.'} 
Maryland,  a  hill  to  continue  the  act  gifing  aasant 
of  Conitieaa  to  an  act  of  this  Slate  rsqiect- 
ing  (he  appointment  of  a  health  aSkxr,  n- 

ceived I 

ordered  to  the  third  reading 

Maanehusett*,  a  bill  giving  ■■■eat  of  Congrtaa  to 
an  ad  of  thia  State,  nceived 
reported     -  -    .        - 
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Page. 
Merdiuit  veewls,  a  bill  to  BUthoriie  ihe  defence  of^ 

agaiiuC  French  deprcdatiariK,  received  >  5T9 
cMnmiUed  -----  680 
Ilpartcd       -  -  -  .  .     583 

ordered  to  the  third  reading 

9S4 
687 


eiLte  concurred 
Kewage,  the  Piesident'B,  coiainuDicsting  ■  letter 
^am  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  on 
theiubj«ct  of  altering  Che  time  for  holding 
the  Circuit  Court  far  Delaneie     - 

trtDBmilting  h  report  of  the  Secretary  uf  State 
on  the  subject  of  the  ratificalioii  of  the 
■mendmenl  to  the  Coaititution  reapecting 
the  auability  of  Statea        -  -  - 

transmitting  a  rapreBentation  fraoi  the  Secre 
tarr  ofWar  of  thaatateafaSJursinbisde 
partment  _  ,  .  . 

transmitting  a  report  Irom  tt  e  Secretary  of 
Bute  and  t  cop;  of  the  act  of  Kentucky 
rati^ing  the  amendment  to  the  Cocatitu- 


g  the  appobtment  at  Commiasion- 
eis  u)  ueat  with  the  Cherokee  Indians  and 
recommeading  an  appropriation  to  defray 
expenaea  of  the  treaty      -  -  .    ■ 

traniQiilting  a  representation  from  Ihe  Judge 
of  the  Pennsylvania  diaCrict,  and  a  re- 
port of  the  Attorney  General  in  relation  to 
theact  for  relief  of  persona  imprisoned  for 
debt        -  -  -  -  -    1 

tranamilling  a  report  from  the  Secrelaiy  of 
State  fiimishing  additional  information  on 
Ae  state  of  sfiura  in  ti.e  territories  on  the 
Miadsrippi,  with  the  Indiana,  and  with  the 
Spafiiafa  Gorernment      -  -  -    ■ 


tnnflnttting  auodry  papera  in  relation  to  out- 
ragea  committed  in  the  harbor  of  Charleston 
1^  a  French  privateer      -  -  - 

tranimittiitg  an  account  of  eipendituree  from 
the  conlinsent  fund  -  -  - 

llaiiamitting  an  account  of  eipnditurea  un- 
der the  act  making  appropriations  for 
proseCDting  daims  of  American  dtbena 
for  property  captured   by  the   belligerent 

tADamitting  a  UMmoriai  from  the  Cojmnis' 
•ioners  of  the  city  of  Washington 

transmitting  deapalchea  from  the  American 
Envoya  St  Paris  -  SI6,  539,  555,571 

on  the  subject  of  despatchea  from  the  Ameri- 
can Envoys,  and  recommending  meaaures 
for  the  defence  of  the  country  and  the  pro- 
taction  of  commercial  interedts 

transmitting  a,  letter  from  Mr.  Gerry  and 

transmitting  a  letter  acd  certain  documents 
from  the  Ooiemot  of  Pennsy  Ivania 

t  of  the  adjl 


transmitting  a  letter  from  General  Wash- 
ington accepting  the  appointment  of  Lieu- 
tenant General  and  Commander  in-Chief  -     6' 

making  sundry  nominations  for  mihtaiy  ap- 
-- '-' -  -  -         6S8,  S 


Page. 

Militia,  a  bill  directing  the  paymen'  of  a  detach- 
mentofniilitialbrnrviceain  the  eipedilioQ 
of  1794,  under  Major  Ore,  received  -    591 

conunitted  -  ...     S53 


555 


a  hill  providing  arms  for,  received 
committed  -  -  -  ■ ,     ■      -    581 

reported       -  -  -  -     S91 

ordered  to  (ha  third  reading  -  -     593 

paaaed  .  -  .  -  .     597 

Military  Establiahment,  a  bill  mailing  appropiia- 
tioDS  for  the  support  of^  for  the  year  scteo- 
leen  hundred  and  nlnetyeigbl,  received    -    650 
committed  -  ■  -  -  -     SSI 

reported       -  -  -  -  -     667 

puBcd  niih  amendments     -  ■     673 

amendioenta  concurred  in    -  -         674, 575 

a  bill  to  amend  the  act  to  auMnd  and  in  part 
repeil  the  act  to  Ai  and  establish  the,  rr- 


[nitted- 


Military  stores,  dtc     (See  Armi.) 
Mississippi  Territory,  a  bill  autlxniung  thecstab- 
hahmentofa  government  fortius  teniloiy. 


&67 


amended  by  the  House        -  -  -    < 

amendment  concurred  in      - 
HcKinl^,  Hujtb,  motion  for  allowing  bim  spo- 
atem  for  labor  and  attendance  npon  Ibe  He 


Marine  corps,  a  bill  authoriiing  an  augmentatioD 

of  the  corps,  received  and  committal 

reported  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading 


■ppointed    asustant  doot- 


in  serving  proceas  np- 


Malher^   Jamas,  jr., 

his  account  of  expenses  i 
on  William  Blount,  re 
reaolution  granting  him  t 
Malhen,  James,  ssn.,  a  bill  forrelief  o(  repoited 

ordered  to  the  third  reading  - 

resolution  granting  him  extra  compensstion  - 
Medical  Gstabliahmeat,  a  bill  for  the  r^ulation  <^ 
the,  reported 


ttiS 
SSU 

SM) 
SStt 

sn3 

SM3 

nae 

SS3T 


itary  establishment  -  .  - 

transmitting  an  account  of  expenditures  from 

the  Executive  contingent  fund 
enclosing  a  commnnication  upon  the  subject 

of  our  relations  viith  France 
enclosing  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State 

upon  the  above  aubject,  -  -  ■ 

enclDnng  an  edict  of  the  French  Directory  - 
enclosing  a  report  from  the  Director  of  the 

Mint      -  .  -  .  . 
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M«Mige,  Preridmit'f,  etui\«mas  ■  (totemeDt  of  ihe 

fbrce,  tonnage,  Ac,  of  the  private  aroMd 

■hipa  of  lb«  U.  SisM 

Militia,  B  bill  to  inlhoiiiii  b  dataehiDent  ot,  received 

and  committed     .  -  -  - 

reported      .  -  ,  -  - 

ordervd  lo  the  third  reading 


amendment  disagreed  lo  by  the  Hoiue  and  the 
bill  poatponed  to  the  next  Mwiini  -  S 

Militsij  EttBbli'hmeii^  a  bill  making  ap[»opria 

tioiu  for  the  support  of  the,  recrived  -  S 


Military  SBrvicea,  a  bill  to  amend  Ibe  act  reflating 

granti  of  land  for,  receiT«d  and  comniitted 

reported      ----- 


McDenoott,  Paul,  petition  of,  praying  ■  lettlement 

ofbii  accODnta     -  -  -  -  B 

McKinley  Ha^  rewlalion  forcampengBtioaof   -i 


NaTal  Defence,  a  bill  for  eatabliahing  a  lyatem  of 
DBval  defence  aad  authorizing  (be  anning  of 
priYBlB  veneli,  reported    -  -  - 


BiAended  by  the  Houh 
■ome  of  the  amendments  agreed  to  and  otheta 
diiBgreed  to         -  -  -  - 

conference  asked     .  -  .  . 


the  Hooae  recede  from  their  lint  araendmiHil 

Newapapen,  order  for  supplying  them  for  Benatora 

Mcnth  CaitdiDa,  a  bill  for  reTiving  and  continning 

inita  in  the  Circuit  Court*  fi>r  Ihe  difltrici  of, 

Nttoraliation,   a  bill   snjqilementary  to,  and   in 
amendment  of,  tbe  toll  lo  eatabliah  an  uni' 
form  rule  of  naturalization,  recei*ed 
eoQunilted  .  -  .  ■  . 

onjered  to  tlig  third  reading  - 
Naral  ArmaDii  nt,  a  bill  making  an  adJitionel  ap- 
propriation to  provide  and  support  a  naval 


ordered  to  the  third  reading  - 

a  bill  to  amend  the  act  to  provide  a  na*ei  ai 


a  bill  making  B4)prDprialianB  for  an  additional 

naral  armament,  received  and  committed   - 

ordraed  to  the  third  reading  -  -  - 

soiDO  of  Che  amendments  agreed  to  and  olhera 

dingreed  to         -  -  -  - 

the  Senate  recede  from  their  diaagreement     -    i 
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Navy  Department,  motion  for  a  committee  lo  con- 
sider the  propriety  of  uistituting  a  separate 
Executive  department  for  Ihe  superinten- 
dence of  nav^  aflairs  ,     -              -              -  G3i 
motianogreed  to  and  a,coram!tteeappainted  -  C89 
a  bill  to  esCabliBh  the  department  reported     -  639 
ordered  to  third  leading        ...  640 
paued          •              -              -              -              -  Ml 
Nenapaperg,  order  for  supplying  them  to  Senatora  47 1 
Nominations  and  confiimationB  -     630,  631,  638,  6S4 
North  Carolina,  a  bill  giving  assent  of  Congress  lo 
certain  acta  of  tbia  Slate  respecting  tbe  ap- 
pointment of  health  nfKcer  and  harbor  mas- 
ter for  the  poit  of  Wilmington,  reported    -  477 
a  bill  declaring  the  assent  of  Congreas  to  cer- 
tain acta  of  Itiis  State,  received     -            -  637 
committed  -----  538 
reported      .....  B40 
negatived    -                         ...            .  MS 
Northai>dVe*>y,  bill  br  the  relief  of,  received    -  470 
amended  and  paaied            -            -            .  480 
Nonrse,  Joseph,  petition  praying  an  increase  of  hia 

compenaalioD,  [aid  on  the  table     -            -  49S 

report  made  and  recomniitled              -              -  4S7 

reported      -----  ftH 

recommitted            .            .            -            -  580 

bill  reported              ....  SSB 

puaed                     •        -    .            -            -  (W» 


Navy,  a  bill  for  the  i 

ordered  to  the  Ihiid  reading- 


-  3S18 

-  S9M 
-.2SSS 


a  bill  anihoriiing  the  President  to  fill  vaeui- 
dia  in  tbe  anny  and  navy,  paned  -  •  !! 

Newspapera,  order  for  supplying  ihon  to  SenatOfa  3 
Northneetem  Territory,  a  report  and  anndry  pa- 
pers reepecUng   claima  in  said  Territory, 
eommitled  -  -  -  -  -  S 


a  eonuailtee  appointed  to  conaider  nhether 
any  diviaion  or  other  alEnation  ought  to  be 
made  in  the  OovcmmenC  of  the  Territory  - 

a  bill  to  rafom)  the  Superior  Court  of  the 
Territory  reported  ... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading 


3S0I 

2817 
SSSO 

sail 


mant  of  the  Territory 
agreed  lo  and  a  committee  appointed  -  X 

report  from  tbe  Governor  of  die,  on  the  sob. 

ject  of  western  lands  received        -  -  3 

(See,  also,  Lmd$) 
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Oadu^  ibnu  of  the  oath  to  be  adnuniatered  in  cuea 

oTinpeocbiasnt  -  -  •  - 

»  bill  giviDg  Buthorit;  lo  ceiUin  oflken  and 

otber  penoDi  to  administer  oitha,  leceivtd 


nporled  ud  ordered  to  the  third  reading 
Ohio  Itndh  (See  Landa) 


Porti  uhI  hartwie,  •  bill  to  provide  fix  tha  tilrtiiar 
iktencii  at,  [Kieiied  .  -  . 

ordered  to  the  ihind  reading 


hii  rqpl?  ihenlo      .  -  - 

■nbJBcta  of  the  Speech  committed      - 

Pnsidant  pro  Itm.,  elected 

Priiata  idupe,  ■  bill  to  prevent  the  anning  of,  e 
cept  in  certain  caaee,  introdaced  - 


reported 


PtiralMriiig,  a  bill  fot  the  prereDtion  of,  reported 


n  alaiDped.     (Sea 


hpar,  parchment,  Ae,,  datiea  m 
Dutia.) 

Poiaionerf,  a  committee  apptnnted  to  niport  on 
the  Inll  direedng  the  Seeretai;  of  War  to 
place  certain  penoiu  ra  the  pension  liM  •    ' 
a  bill  fiir  that  pnrpoae  reeeind  from   the 

CMnmiMed- 

•nModed  and  paaaed  -  -  '    ' 

PinAoe;,  Tbomu,  a  letter  from  hmi,  reqneatinB 
the  direction  of  Cgngreaa  in  reqiect  to  cer- 
tain prennta  eSeni  him  b;  the  Oovem- 
■  menta  of  Great  Britain  and  Spain  -    < 

committed  -  •  -  -  -    I 

lepoit  aathortziiig  the  acceptaitce  of  the  pe- 

dieagreed  to  b;  the  Hmm   - 
Porta  and  harbors,  ■  renlulioa  in  relation  to  the 
•zpadieney  of  cooipletitig  the  fintificatiana 

a  bill  mpplemanliry  to  the  act  proriding  for 
the  ftirdier  defence  0^  reeeived  -    < 

paned I 

Poat  Office,  a  bin  to  contiiine  the  fifth  aection 

irftbe  act,  in  addilion  to  the  eot  for  eatab- 

IWiing  the  poat  office,  received 
ordered  tA  the  third  reading  • 


PreaidcDt  of  the  United  Sutee,  hie  Speedi  deliv- 
ered        471 

(See  Index  to  proettdingt  of  the  Boute.) 
answer  of  the  Senate  -  -     Vn 

his  reply    -----     47* 
motion  for  appMnting  a  committee  to  pn^are 
an  uddreia  to  him  in  eemmeodalitw  of  hie 
eoarae  in  relation  lo  the  negotiatiaaB  with 
Franoe   -  -  .  -  -     63S 

meaaagM  of  the.     (Bee  J£ui^^) 
Pieodent /irofein.,  ekcted         -  -         470,591 

Proviaional  armj.     (See  Army.) 
Fnmjor  of  Public  Snpplie^  a   bill  to  amMid 
the  act  aat^liahing  the  office  o^   inlro- 

duoed 5M 

ordered  to  the  third  reading  -     600 

title  ameDded,  and  the  bill  paaaed    -  -    601 

I^Aering,  Timothj,  letter  &om,  to  tbe  committee 

on  the  impeachment  of  William  Blount   -  XSTS 
Pofll  Office  a  bill  to  establiih  the  poet  office,  re- 
ceived and  committed      -  -  -  33SS 
reported      -----  SS34 

paned SS36 

Prendent  of  the  United  Stales,  his  Speech  deliv- 
ered.    (See  Proceeding!  of  the  Houae.) 
answer  thereto        -  -  -  -  S191 

his  rep];    -----  )|M 
Preddent  pre  ttm.,  elected         -  -      SIBV,  ItM 


Quakera,  manorial  and  addreaa  from  a  yetrlj  DMSl- 
ing  of  tbe  Society  of  Friendly  requeetiog 
die  aUention  of  Congreas  lo  the  oppreaaed 
condition  of  the  Afiican  race,  and  to  tbe 
prevalence  of  general  vice  and  imiiiotality, 
pmenled,  and  laid  on  the  table   - 


Qaarantine,  a  lull  reapecting  quarantine  audhekltfa 

laws,  received     -  -  .  ■  3M0 

committed  -----  SSIB 
reported  -----  S9tt 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  -  -  •  SMS 


Rales,  a  new  rule  ptopoeed         -  -      S4 

connderation  poetponod  to  the  nextseanon  -      M 
Kqiort  of  the  select  committee  ^>pointed  to  inves- 
tigate the  chargea  againat  William  Bloont      41 
ocoxD  aaiaioB. 
Read,  Jacob,  of  Booth  Carolina,  dected  Prcadrnt 

pro  tent.  .  _  .  -     470 

Reed,  Benjamin,  petition  <^  [oeeeoted,  and  tiau- 

mitted    -  -  -  -  -     ftOS 

rtpoiied  on  .  _  .  .     616 

report  adopted        ....     SIT 
Refitgeea,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  refugees  fnaa 
C  anada  Slid  Nora  Bcolia,  leceived  and  Mm  ■ 

mitted 49S 

reported 47« 
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farther  cozuidenliaii  postponed  -     49G 

■mended,  uid  ordered  to  the  ihiid  reading     -    602 
ptiwd  with  «iiwDdiQenta  -     60i 

Mine  of  the&mendiaeata  dingreed  to  -     619 

the  Senal*  inmit    -  .  -  ,    630 

cominitlae  of  conference  appoinled  -  •     631 

report  of  committee,  and  action  thereon    533,  683 
Revenoe  Culten,  a  bill  to  continue  a  part  of  the 
act  HBpBcling  the  compensation  of  the  offi- 
cer* and  nurinera  of  the  reTenue  cutters  -      663 
ordered  to  the  third  reeding  -  •    664 

amended  and  passed  -         '  -  -     666 

bill  to  amend  uid  act,  reported        -  -  1876 

ReTenue  lawi,  memorinl  from  onuen  and  letaea' 
of  whaTTH  in  Charleaton,  uling  relief 
from  the  injuriooa  operatiDii  o^  laid  on  the 
table  .  .  -477 

Rerennee,  internal,  a  UII  proTiding  for  the 


of,  r 


iied 


664 


committed 

reported,  and  ordered  to  the  Ibird  reading    -  669 

Kcotnmitted            ....  570 

pwwd  with  amendmentB    -            .            .  e74 
th«  House  disagree  to  the  fint  and  agree  lo 

the  other,  with  an  amendment  to  Uie  biH  6S1 
committee  of  confereiuw  appointed   •          68^588 

their  report             -            -            .            .  ggs 
fiuther  connderation  of  the  bill  poetponed  to 

the  next  Ksnon  -  -  -  -698 

(See,  a1»,  CoUtdart.) 
Bdiea,  an  amendmenl  to  the  I  Bth  rote  proposed, 

and  referred         .....  494 

reported     -----  B74 

adopted      '             -            -            -            -  689 

reaointionaDs,eadingtlie  13th  rule  -            -  013 

reeolution  anqieDdiDg  the  13tli  rule              -  016 


Report  of   the   CommiaBonets  of   the  Sinking 

Fund      .....  S194 
Retaliation,  a  bill  vesting  the  power  of  retalJatioD 
in  the  Premdent  of  the  United  StatM  to 
certain  eaaea,  repoT  ed   -  .      '      .  t311 

Mdeted  to  Ibe  thin)  reading  .  .  3316 

pawed        -----  3317 
amendmenta  agreed  to         -  -     .       .  3141 

Riple;,  lobn  P. ,  his  depodtim  in  the  ewe  oF  Wil- 
liam Blonnt        ....  saet) 
a  letter  from  him  to  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee of  impeachoMnt    -  -  .  3416 
Rogen,  John,  his  depodtion  in  the  case  of  Wil- 
liam Blounl        -            .            -  -  239a 
Roma<rne,  Or.  N.,  his  depoMtion  in  the  cue  of 

William  Blonnt  ...  ssss 

Rosa,  James,  elected  President  pro  lempon        -  3384 

Rnaaell,  Joseph,  and  othera,  pettiton  <$  prajing 

p^ment  of  a  claim  agunit  the  United 

litatea,  Wd  on  the  Ubie  -  .  .  Sl»7 

commilted  ....  330 1 

le  next  season  -  8341 


-9.  10,  II,  11,  16,83 


Page. 
Ships  and  veaels,  a  bill  conceming  the  regutermg 

and  recording  0^  received  and  committed  -      38 
reported      -  .84 

amendmenta  coocnrred  in    -  ■  .36 

Spirita.     (SeeHuliM.) 

Stock,  a  bill  liinher  to  authorize  the  tniiafer  of 
stocke  atanding  to  the  credit  of  certain 
States,  introduced            -            -            -      S8 
passed 36 

Seamen,  a  trill  Gh  the  relief  of  aek  and  d's&Ued 

seamen  receiTsd               -            .            .  640 

reported      -            -            .            -            -  888 

pttsed 614 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  a  bill  granttng  the  Iraak- 

ing  privilege  to  this  attiem,  inliodnoed       -  688 

paserd                     .            •            -            -  6M 

Sedgwick,  Theodore,  elected  Preadenl^nw  ttm.  -  891 
Bedlliou,  a  bill  to  d^ne  and  pnniafa  the  crime  oC, 

repotted                           -                         -  afD 

committed  .            •            .            •            .  691 

reported      .....  OM 

amended  by  the  House        .  .  -     g07 

amendment  concnnred  in      -  .  -    800 

Senate,  adjaamment  of  the  LegiahtiTe  aawian    -     619 
opening  of  the  Bxecutira  aeMan     .  .    630 

Senate  Chamber,  motion  declaring  it  onl  of  order 
lo  move  for  the  admiaaion  of  persona  vpim 
the  floor  for  the  puipoaeof  presenting  ad- 
dresaea  or  heari-'g  them  read        -  -    869 

Senators,  attendance  of  469,  470,  4TS,  478,  477,  47«, 
480,  483,  486,  491,  4S6,  608,  869,  608 
resolution  leqiecting  the  impeachment  of  Sen- 
ators .  .806 
committed  .            -            -            .  .    610 
motion  lo  protutril  Senators  giving  or  receiv- 
ing Tisits  frum  foreign  agents  01   ' 
without  the  leave  <rf'  the  Senate, 
a  list  of  f'ose  present  at  the  opening  of  tbe 
Executive  aeaaitm            -            -  -    ' 
Sinking  Fund,  nqrart  from  the  CimimiaaionerB  of 

the  - 

filsTee,  a  bill  to  imtide  for  the  enumeration  of. 

(See  Lamli  and  dioeUing  hmita.) 
Smith,  Reuben,  and  others,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of, 

receired  and  committed    -  .  .1 

poetponed  to  th<t  next  aoeaion  -  -    < 

Snuff.     (See  Dutia.) 
Stills,  a  bill  to  allw  the  time  for  making  antiy  o^ 

committed  -  -  -  •    1 

ordered  to  the  third  reading 


dwith 


870 
68S 


the  HonHi  adhere    . 
postponed  to  the  next  seenon 
nnolher  bill  for  the  same  pa^nae  receired     - 
postponed  to  the  nett  session 
Sorreyor,  a  bill  to  eetaUish  an  anntial  salary  tat 

the   Surveyor  of  the  port  of  QUnuMM, 

received  -  -  - 

ordered  10  the  third  reading 
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TBiaO  lUlIOH.  PigB, 

Sduie*.     (See  CUrki  and  ExtaUive-) 

BandB,  Camfbit,  a  bill  for  bis  relUf  rwaivid  and 

committed  ....  8335 

paaed         .....  3340 
Smoeo,  a  bill  in  additioa  to  the  ad  fbi  relief  ell 
wA  and   diwbled   aetuQea,  raceiTed  tmd 
committed  ....  saSS 

leported      .....  2338 
paaaed        .....  3340 
a  bill  to  coolinae  the  act  ibi  the  relief  and 
protection  of  American  aeaman,  received 
and  committed    ....  3334 
TcfKKted      ....  -  3387 

puaed        .....  S340 
Seetetar;  of  the  iSenate,  reaolaliun  granting  extra 

compenntion  to  the  clei^  in  the  office  of    S343 

SeoktOTB  preaent  a(  the  opening  of  the  aemaa     .3189 

brther  attendance  of        3191,  2194,  2197,  3198, 

8300,  3203,  3205,  2308,  321 1,  3331 

S^lng   Fund,  report  from  the   Commiaaionera 

of  the     -  -  .  .  -2194 

Sodel;  of  L'nited  Brethren.     (See  Landt.) 
Special  bail,  a  bill  reapecting  the  mode  of  anrrend- 
ering  a  defendant  held  to  apedal  bail  Ie 
one  district,  and  afterwaidi  anealed  in  an- 
other, reported    -  -  -  .  3316 
cammitted  .....  33IT 
reported  with  amraidineiita  -              -  .  322S 
oidered  to  the  third  reading              -            -  2338 
pweed        .....  2239 
Stamp  dntiea,  a  billto  aim  the  •tamp  doti«  on 
foreign  billa  of  exchange  and  billa  of  lad' 
ing,  iupoeed  by  the  act  laying  dntiea  on 
■tamped  Tetlum,  &c,  reeei*ed     -            .2211 
committed  -            .            .            .            .  32IS 
reporied  and  ordered  to  the  third  reading 
pawed         .....  sjgj 
Storgeon,  Hobert,  1  bill  authotiaing  hi>  diacharge 

fitim  itnpriaonmetil,  received        .  .  3238 

eiHnmitted  ....  2324 

reported      .....  2283 


Trade  of  the  United  State*,  n 

tection  of  the.     (See  Cammertt  and  Nd- 

mi  Defaite.-j 
Treaty.     (Bee  Crarf  Britam.) 
Treaanrer  of  the  United  Stataa,  hie  account!  re. 

TiCBanry,  a  letter  from  the  Comptroller,  recraved 
and  committed    .... 


Tuea,  a  bill  to  lay  and  collect  a  direct  tax,  r 


TenDCaae^  petition  and  memorial  from  the  Legia- 

lalura  of  Ihia  State  against  the  eitcoeicm 

of  the  Cherokee  boundaij  line,  preaenled 

and  committed    .... 

a  bill  to  extend  to  the  dietrict  of  Tenneaeee 

the  exceptioa  in  the  70th  aection  of  the 

act  to  proTide  for  the  collection  of  gooda, 

warea,   &c.,   imported    inte  the    United 

States  rnioTted  and  c        '"   ' 

(See  Ktnlucky.) 

Temlory,  motion  for  appdnl 

i[jqnire  what   terriloiy  lying   aoulh    and 
aonthwest  of  Georgia  belonge  to  the  United 
State*,  and  to  report  a  plan  for  goreminx 
the  same 
motion  amended,  committed 
(See  Miuiiiippi.) 
Tieaaon,  motion  for  leave  to  briag  in  ■  bill  to  de- 
fine the  crime  of  tieaaon,  and  to  define 
and  puniih  aedilioi]  -  -    i 

bill  brought  in 
committed  . 


ftSI 


amended  by  the  Houee        ...     607 
amendment  concorred  in     -  -  •    60f 

Treaaorei  of  the  United  Slatea,  his  accoonts  is- 

ceiTcd     ~  477,  479,  486,  fi!7,  Gfi7,  568 

Treasury  aod  War  Departmenta,  a  bill  (o  altar  and 
•mend  the  acl  tsaking  ilteratioiu  in  these 
depaitmenta,  and  to  allei  and  amend  the  act 
to  eatabliah  the  office  of  Purveyor  of  Public 
8uppliea,  introduced  ...  M8 
ordered  to  the  thiid  reading  -  -  -     600 

tide  amended  and  the  bill  paaaed       •  -     601 

amended  by  the  House         ...     609 
amendtnenta  committed 


repeat  orthecc 


616 


Treaty.      (Bee  France  and  bidiatu.^ 
Turner,  George,  petJIiooorprayingeanfirmatioDof 
hie  tiUe  to  a  certain  tract  of  land,  presented 
and  committed    ...  -     Ml 

bill  reported  -  -  -     494 


report  coneidared    ...        601, 

bill  paaaed  with  amendtuenta 

the  Senate  recede  from  the  amendmenta  dis- 
agreed to  by  the  Houa^  and  disagtte  to 
the  amendment  of  the  Hooae  to  the  13th 


TaaneMce,  a  bill  to  amend  the  a<A  for  g 

to  die  lanaof  the  United  Stales  in 

reported  .....  SS09 

comniitt.d  .  .  -  ■     '         .  SSll 

reported  with  amendmenta  -  .  -  SII3 

oideml  to  the  third  leading .       .     .  -  33lfi 

passed 2317 

Timber,  a  bill  authoiizing  the  pnrchaae  o^  for  na. 

Tal  putposea,  received      ...  331s 

reported  with  aroeodmenla  ...  stSS 

ordered  to  tite  third  reading ...  S333 

paseed        .....  ttti 

Troope  of  the  United  Hutea,  a  hill  Gw  die  beUei  M. 

gaoiiingor,  rapnted  ...  3S04 
motion  to  striktt  out  the  3d  section  nqptived  SS08 
oomniitted  .....  3310 
r^oried  with  amendmsnla  ...  3313 
ndered  to  the  third  reading  -  -  S3U 

passed        .....  asi7 
amendments  of  Hoan  referred  to  eommittea  SS3S 


D„ii,z=dt,Goo'^le 


INDEX. 


Troops  of  ihe  Ututed  B 

eommiUee  of  coi  fenmce  qipraDtcd   - 
niport  of  tliB  committee  igKcd  lo 

Tamer  Gvafge,  his  dqraaliDD  in  the  cim 
BlOQBt    -  -  -  - 


P«ge. 

-  sssa 

.  3989 


II. 


Vice  Prwdcnt,  obtaiiu  leave  of  tbeenoe  for  the  ny 

Vellam,  Puchment,  dec.     (See  Dtilie*.) 

Vanghan  John,  his  pMition  pnjing  an  allonum 
for  loeeea  auetained  on  a  deposite  of  bullion 
in  the  Mini,  in  canaequence  of  intervening 
regulation* — laid  on  the  table 

a  HU  for  hia  relief  recaiTed  from  the  Houaa  - 

eommitted  -  •  -  -  - 

repwteil      -  -  .  .  . 

leconunitied  -  -  - 

n^Kitted     -  -  -        '  - 

tlurd  l«ading  of  the  tnll 

moUon  to  portpone  fiirther  conaideiation  to  the 

.   thebllltoiit'  .... 

pelititmer  hai  leave  lo  withdraw  Mb  papers   - 

Vellam  4c-     (See  Dulia.) 

Vice  Preaident,  eicnaed  frooi 

the  rem.iinder  of  the  i 

Tirginii,  the  uneodmant  lo 

apecting  the  BUabilitj  of  Stales  raliSed  bj  -    AM 
THiBD  (leaos. 
Vanghan  John,  petitioo  of,  presented      -  •  ISie 

Vanuoo^  a  bill  to  amend  the  act  for  giviDg  efiect 
to  thelawaof  tbe  United  Statea  within 
thii  Htato  reported  -  -  •  SSSS 

'  the  bill  paaed      .  ■  SS31 

W. 


Wadiington,  General,  hie  letter  to  the  Preiidait 
accepting  the  appointment  of  Lienleaant 
Genera]  and  Com  nander-in-Chief  of  the 
Aimi»  of  the  United  Stalae  •  •    i 

Wuhington  Cit^,  a  bill  making  appn^iriationafbr 
completing  Ihe  boildinga  for  the  aeco 
dation  of  Ae  Goiemmenl,  received 


Widani  and  OijAuia—eoDtinuad.  Page. 

amendment  dingiecd  In  by  the  House         -     610 
Ihe  Senate  lecede    .  .  -  -     GIO 

WUUama,  £lie.  a  bill  aulhoriiing  the  eonvr^anoa 

of  a  certain  tract  of  land  lo,  received         •    591 
committed  .  .  -  -  -    fi9!l 

reported  and  paaaed-  ...    Qlg 

WilaoD,  I'hilip,  hii  petition  prajing  compenii' 
tion  for  the  loes  of  a  ship,  dec,  destrojed  b; 
Ihe  British  after  the  Tree';  of  Peace,  laid 
on  the  t^le-       -  -  -  -     604 

referred  to  the  Secletai?  of  Bute      -  •    908 

THiBD  aiaaioB. 
Whealan,  Joa^,  a  bill  for  hia  relief  received      -  2219 
committed  ■  .  -  -  -  SSSl 

rqwrled  and  ordered  lo  the  Ihird  [csding      -  SS39 
White,  Rt.  Rev.  Biriiop,  elected  Chaplain  -  S191 

Western  Reserve  of  Connecticut.   (See  Ctmnee- 

tieul.) 
Williams,  Gnioo,  his  petition  praying  to  be  al- 
lowed the  privil^e  of  maaotactariag  salt 
from  the  lalt  apringe  in  the  Narlh««U«cii 
Tenilory,  prtaenlsd  and  referred  -  •  SMT 

Y. 

Teas  and  Nays — on  ihe  motion  lo  expunge  a  cer- 
tain paragraph  in  the  report  of  the  aniwer 
lo  the  PraHdenl'i  Addrrsa  -  -        IS 

>n  Ihe  motion  to  expunge  certain  wwds  from 
the  motion  for  referring  to  a  select  commit- 
tee so  mocb  of  Ihe  Pieudent's  Speech  as  n 


ordered  lo  third  resding 


Western  Land^     (See  Laitd$) 
While,  Rl  Rev.  Bishop,  elected  Ch^ilain 
Widow!  and  Orphans,  a  bill   making  proriaion 
for  Ihe  widows  and  orf^kans  of  deceased 


system  of  national  defence  -       i 

on  the  Mil  for  railing  an  additional  corpa  of 

artilleiy  and  engineers  -  -       1 

on  tbe  motion  lo  expunge  certain  words  6ota 
the  Ent  seclion  <rf'  the  bill  for  the  protec- 
tion of  the  tride  of  the  United  Statea    -       I 
on  the  other  qaestion*  concerniag  Ihe  bill     I9,i 
tmibpemge         -  "„  .      "  "      ' 

on  the  bill  for  raising  an  sdaibonal  corps  of 

light  dragoons     -  -  -  -      1 

on  'iut  motion  to  strike  ant  the  third  sactim 
of  tbe  bill  to  provide  for  'he  defence  of  the 
ports  ami  harbors  of  the  United  States     -      i 
on  Ihe  bill  to  enable  the  Piendent,  Dndet  cer- 
tain   reatiicciona,    Id    rslee  a   piovisiaDsl 

on  tbe  motion  lo  enunge  Ihe  first  section  of 
the  bill  to  authonM  the  Preaident  lo  lay, 
regulate,  and  revoke  em^argoea     .  -      S 

on  the  passage  of  tbe  bill     -  -  -      8 

en  an  amendment  to  the  bill  to  aacertain  tha 
time  for  the  nexl  meeting  of  Congress      -      S 

on  striking  out  the  firat  aeetiin  of  the  toU  to 
prevent  the  armiog  of  pii*ato  ihipa  -      8 

on  the  I'ill  laying  duUea  on  atamped  vellum, 
parchment  and  paper       -  -  -      S 

on  an  amendmeal  to  the  ai^ropriation  bill    -      3' 

on  the  motion  to  pattfoot  the  further  oon- 
sldention  of  tbe  report  of  the  eomcnittea  on 
the  case  of  Wm.  Blount  to  the  next  sesnOD      i 

on  the  question  of  agreeing  to  nid  rqlort      -      t' 


ra  of  the  late  Count  Ue  Gnsw  - 


DiqinzedhyGoOt^le 


Senate  Prwxedinga. 


Maud  NtjB —  Pi 

OD  tha  tbiri  readiiQ  ot  the  bill  to  mspend, 

for  ■  limited  time,  the  aecond  wctiau  of  the 

bill  fbi  regulating  foreign  coiiw    - 

OD  the  pauage  of  the  bill     -  -  -    ' 

on  the  motiDn  far  leave  to  Ining  io  a  bill  to 

repeal  tbe  act  of  last  seaaion  Ujing  datie* 

on  Btaaiped velluin,  parchmenr,  andpapcr- 

of  the  bill  to  amend  the  several  acts   for 
lajiiig   dutiea  on   diitalled  apirila   and  on 

rtiUa 

OQ  adhering  lo  an  amendment  to  laid  bill 

on  the  Diedon  lo  poa^ione  the  ccainderatian 

ofamolion  propoaiog  amendiaonta  to  tha 

CooMitution         .  -  .  - 

om  the  rspoit  of  the  committm  on  ths  mode 

of  adminiilering  oatha  in   cues    of  im- 

on  fixing  a  day  for  the  conaideraCian  of  the 
bill  for  i6giilaling  proceedingi  in  cwea  of 
impeachment 


1  the  n 


i  the 


the  3d  aection  of  aaid  iHtl 

sn  other  questions  of  amendment  to  the  bill  -    1 

Dn  an  amendment  to  the  bill  making  ippm- 
priations  lr>  i^nj  eipeam  of  holding  a 
treat;  with  certain  Indiana  -  -    1 

i>n  agreeing  to  the  report  of  the  committee  ap- 
pointed to  report  rules  of  proceeding  in  the 
oee  of  theimpeaehment  of  Wm.  Bloimt  -    I 

on  an  amendment  to  the  Inll  for  an  amica- 
ble settlement  of  limits  nith  Georgia,  *nd 
to  eitabliih  a  OoTemment  in  the  Hiasiwlp- 
pi  Terriloiy,  and  oa  the  passage  of  the  bill    I 

on  an  amendment  lo  the  hill  to  provide  fet 
the  widone  and  children  of  deceased  otG- 

on  the  motion  to  poslpoae  the  (iirther  conaid- 
eiation  of  the  bill  -  -    . 

rm  receding  &am  an  tunendment  to  aaid  bill  - 

ca  an  amendment  to  ihe  tiillmaking  an  ap- 
propriation for  support  of  the  Oovemment 
far  the  jear  seventeen  hundred  and  tdne^ 
eight       .  -  .  .  . 

on  the  motion  to  eipange  the  3d  section  of 
the  bill  providing  the  means  of  fbrragn  in- 


on  ths  bill  anthoriuDg  a  grant  of  lands  to  Bte- 
fhtD  Moool  and  other  inhabitants  of  Oal- 
liopolia    -  -  -  -    ( 

on  tbe  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  represenl- 
ativee  of  Thomas  Claik    -  -  •     1 

on  the  bill  giving  sseenl  of  Congiesa  to  an  act 
of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts    -    I 

on  the  bill  10  enable  the  President  to  purchase 
or  lease  one  or  more  fbundriea      -  -    I 

on  a  reaolutiDn  respecting  the  expediency  of 
l^ing  an  embargo  on  all  veseds  of  Ab  Uni- 
ted States  other  than  Ihoee  enqiojei  in  the 
coasting  trade  and  fisheries  ■  -    I 

on  an  amendment  to  the  hill  to  pnmde  sn  ad- 
ditional armament  -  -    I 

onitspaasage  -  -  -  -    I 

on  the  motion  to  postpone  the  conaderation 
of  tbe  amendments  of  the  House  to  tha 
nextsesaion  -  -    -. 

on  agreeing  te  the 


B*  a  nd  Nays—  P*S»- 

on  the  bill  snpplementiry  to  the  bill  to  pra- 

vlde  an  addititmal  armament         -  -    591 

on  the  third  reading  of  tbe  Ittll  making  appro- 
priations fur  completing  the  public  build- 
ing* in  tbe  dty  of  Waibington    -  -    537 
on  the  passsge  of  ihe  bill      .            -  ~    639 
on  the  motion  far  printing  the  iastnictioas  to 

the  American  Envoys  at  Paris       -  -     fll3 

on  the  bill  Id  eatshliah  the  Navy  Department    Ml 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  lo  enabh  tha 

President  U>  raias  a  proviiiooal  army  M4 

on  an  amendmasit  and  on  its  passage  >    5M 

on  the  motion  to  amend  the  imirndnntn'i  of 

the  Honse  .  -  -  _    Ml 

on  the  bill  supplementary  to  the  above  -    6B4 

on  the  motion  lo  make  it  a  standing  rule,  that 
no  Senator  shall  give  or  receive  a  vi^t  from 
any  foreign  minister  or  agent,  without  leave 
and  consent  of  the  Senate  -  -    MO 

on  Ihe  resolution  aulhoriiing  tir.  nnekney 
lo  acoe]it  certain  presents  oflered  bim  by  the 
Government*  of  Great  Britain  and  Ijpain  -     S58 
on  the  bill  for  the  more  effiictual  protection  of 

ths  commerce  and  coasts  of  the  V,  States  >     MS 
on  the  bill  in  addition  to  the  above  act  -     6Bt 

on  the  bill  further  to  prolect  the  commarce  of 

the  United  States  -  -  -     »1 

on  the  Tthseclionof  die  bill  concerning  aliens  666 
on  other  questions  relative  to  said  bill  GSS,  6VT, 
"1,  509,  S73,  Sn 


re  of  the  bill 


fi7S 


on  en  amendment  to  Ihe  tnll  making  ■[  _ 
priatioiis  for  eupport  of  the  Mililary  BMab- 
lisbment  ....    'STi 

on  Ibe  bill  to  suspend  commercial  inlercouiaa 

with  France  and  the  dependei.des  thereof  -     S73 

on  an  amendment  to  the  bill  snpplemenlarT  Is 
(he  act  to  establish  sn  nnilbrm  rale  of  aata- 
ralintton  ....    577 

onibepMsageofthebill     ■■  -  -    67S 

on  au  amendment  to  the  Inll  lo  anthcme  the 
Presidrait  to  accept  armed  vessels  oflived  for 
the  use  of  the  United  States         -         678,  679 

on  the  passsge  ofthe  bill  -  -     MO  . 

on  the  bill  lo  smend  the  act  providing  a  naaal 
armament,  and  Ihe  act  aulhoriiing  tbe  Pre- 
sident to  purdiase  a  number  of  small  ves- 
aels  to  be  equipped  as  galley*  .     (M 

on  tiie  act  to  anlhoriie  tbe  defence  of  menfaant 

Tcasel*  against  French  depredition*  '     684 

on  the  third  reading  of  Ihe  bill  to  punish  bands 
<Hilhe  Bank  ofthe  United  State*  -    6M 

on  dM  passage  of  Ihe  bill     -  -    686 

on  agteetl^  to  die  enacluig  clause  in  A«  ball 
declaring  the  lieatjes  between  the  Unilad 
Stalee  end  France  void    -  -  .     6«7 

on  the  passage  ofthe  bill      -  -  -     588 

on  granliag  leave  lo  bring  in  a  bill  to  defioe 
tbe  crime  of  treasoQ,  and  lo  define  and  pun- 
ish the  criira  of  sedition    -  -  -     690 

on  cinnmitting  the  bill         ...     591 

on  the  third  reading  ...     597 

on  motions  t>)  amend  the  bill,  on  its  paasa^      691 
on  amending  the  amendments  ofthe  Hooaa  •     609 
on  sundry  motion t  relative  t>i  the  bill  to  nga.- 
late  the  landing  of  French  passeugcn  sod 
other  foreigners  aniTing  in  ttwU.SlMeafiM,  C9« 


DiqinzedhyGoOt^le 


Senate  Ptoceedingt. 


y«u  mil  Nayi — 

on  HnendnunU  to  the  bill  (o  provide  fir  Ibe 
ralu&tion  oT  Itnds  uid  dwcUiDg-hoiuea, 
and  Iha  anumentioii  iif  tha  lUf  ea  ia  the 
United  at«te      '  .  694,  69fi,  ( 

on  the  punge  of  the  bill      -  -  -I 

on  the  tntl  limitjog  thu  time  within  which 
claims  apiiut  Ae  United  lJlel«*  fin  iiedits 
on  the  bootu  of  the  Tnuary  maj  be  pre- 
■ented  for  ■llowuce        -  -  •    i 

on  thf!  bill  to  BUkend  the  act  to  proTide  iat  the 
■ale  oF  Uadi  id  the  Temtor;  Noithweal  of 
the  Ohio  riTHT     -  -  -     I 

oik  agieeiag  to  ■  put  of  the  nfcn  on  the  bill 
to  la;  uid  collect «  direct  tax        -  'I 

on  ■meDdiueatB  to  the  bill    -  -         603,  i 

on  smciidmeiita  to  the  bill  to  enable  the  Pre- 
Rident  to  borrow  money  for  the  public  aer- 
Tice         -  -  -  -         604,  I 

on  the  IhII  Ibi  encoaraging  the  eaptare  of 
French  •ruled  vesaela      -  -  -    i 

on  the  bill  making  farther  appropriations  for 
an  additional  naval  armament       -  -     i 

on  pootponing  the  conaideralion  of  the  cenaui 
bill  to  the  next  ■ewion      - 

on  the  bill  to  augment  the  army 

on  the  third  r^ing  of  the  bill  for  the 
liefof  Jtdin  Vaughaji 

w  poatponing  it  to  the  next  aeaaioD  - 

on  ita  panage  ... 

aa  auapen ding  the  I3th  rale 
n  postponing  the  consideration  of  the  bill  re. 
■cting  the  balances  due  by  the  individaal 


nectmgt 
States 


je  of  the  hill      ... 

Ml  die  diiid  reading  of  the  bUI  to  alter  the 
time  br  the  neit  meeting  of  Congreet 

on  suspending  the  13th  nile 

on  the  motion  ibr  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to 
authoriie  the  acceptaoce  of  the  ceauon,  by 
the  State  of  Connecticot,  of  the  tenitoiy 
called  the  Western  Reserve  -  •  S 


IS  and  Nays — 

on  an  Binendment  to  the  bill  -  -  32>7 

on  iu  pai-ssge         ....  2280 

on  BO  amendment  tothecensusbill  -  .  330S 

on   the  bill   for  the   punishment  of  certain 

crimaa  therein  specified    .  -  -  3306 

on  the  motioa  to  strike  out  the  second  section 
of  the  bill  for  the  better  organiziitg  of  the 
troops  of  the  United  Stales  -  -  3308 

on  the  bill  respecting  the  balances  due  by  the 
individual  States  -  -  -  33tO 

on  the  motions  to  expunge  Ibe  4th  snd  Gth 
sections  of  the  bill  further  to  suspend  com- 
mercial intercourse  with  France,  and  the 
dependendes  thereof        -  -     SSIS,  3318 

on  motions  to  amend  said  bill,  and  on  its  pas- 
sage         3314 

on  the  motion  to  strike  out  the  8th  section  of 
the  bill  to  amend  the  ad  providing  for  the 
sale  of  lauds  in  the  Territory  Northwest  of 
the  Ohio  ....  8218 

on  the  bill  vesting  the  power  of  retaliation  in 
the  Prendenl  of  the  United  States  in  cer- 
tain  cases  ....  321S 

on  amendments  to  the  bill  giving  eventual  au- 
thority lo  the  President  to  eugment  the 
army      .....  3332 

on  the  passage  of  the  bill     -  .  .  3234 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  to  HugmenI 
the  salaries  of  the  priocipil  officers  of  the 
Eiecative  Etepertments   ...  3239 

on  the  passage  of  the  bill     ...  3330 

(HI  an  amendment  lo  the  bill  to  establish  the 
Post  Office  ....  3286 

on  the  diird  readiag  of  the  IhII  to  sutbaiize  a 
deUchmentofthemilitiii  ...  3389 

on  an  amendment  to  the  Inll  -  -  2241 

on  the  resolution  granting  extra  compensation 
to  the  principal  and  engroiising  clei^inlhe 
oflice  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  -  3343 

on  two  resolutions  reapecing  the  impfacha' 
biliiy  of  William  Blounl  -  -  3318 
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INDEX 

TO  THE  PROCEEDINGS  AND  DEBATES  OP  THE  FIFTH  CONORBSB. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 


AocounU,  molion  reipectine  theaccounii  of  mem- 
ban,  laid  on  the  table     -         .        ..        - 
Addrew,  the  Presiilenl'i,  at  tha  opening  of  (he  aea- 


AdjooTnnwni,  reaolutioD  propodng  to  ■djoum  on 
S4th  June,  laid  on  the  table    - 
time  altered  to  the  SSIh      .        -        ■        - 
Ttaolution  troin  the  Senate  fixing  a  time  for, 

diPBgreed  to  - 
reaolotian  for  adjourning  on  1 0th  July,  agreed 


Agent.    (Bet  Biiluh  ikbti.) 
AgeDta,  bill  directing  the  appointiaent  of  ageuta 
in  relstion  to  the  6th  aiticle  of  the  treaty 
with  Great  Britain,  reported  -        -        - 
onUreJ  to  be  sngroaied 


334 


the  amendmenta  of  the  Senate 
Allan,  Mr.,  of  Connecticut,  on  the 

Praaident'a  addrcM  -         -        -     SIS,  SSS 

on  defennve  mBuurea        .... 
on  tha  bill  for  protection  of  the  por: a  and  har- 

boii  of  the  United  Statfe  306.310,833 

on  ihe  bill  for  the  protection  of  the  trade  ol~ 

the  United  Statea 

on  atamp  dutiei         -        ,        .        .        . 

on  the  dntiea  on  lalt  .        -        -        -        . 

Anawer  to  tha  Preitdent'a  Speech,  a  committee  ap- 

pconted  to  prepare  it        -        -        -         ■ 
committee  faaa  leave  to  at  daring  the  aeaaton 

of  the  Hoon 


Iheai 

amaodmenta  propoeed 


-      67 
89,  136 


'ereply         -        - 
Appr<q»iatioQa,  comma  nkation  from  the  ISecretarj 
of  the  Treamiy,  calling  ftn  additional 
bill  making  additionil,  for  the  year  aaienleen 
hundred  and  ninel;  aeren,  reported  - 


ordered  to  be  engroaaed 


ordered  to  be  re  engroeaed  - 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 


reaolntion  calling  an  the  Preaidenl  lot  a  ra- 


Buipended         .        .        .        .        . 
reeolutioD  for  the  purchaae  of  arma 
committed        .        .         -        .         . 
report  laid  en  the  table 
ArtillenMa  and  engineered  a  bill  for  ruaing  ai 
tional  corpa  o^  received  - 


diaagceed  to      -         •         -        •         •         - 

reaolution  calling  on  tbe  Secretary  of  Wat  hr 

an  account  of  the  number  now  in  aerrio^ 

and  the  poata  at  whidi  thej  are  atationed  - 


.^■■iriant  Doorlceeper  elected       .... 

■■co>B  BianoiT. 
Abrogation  of  treatiea.     (See  Frana. ) 
Abaent  membera,  reaolution  for  rehiaing  leani  al 
abaence  to  membera,  aicept  in  caaea  of  eick- 


laid  on  the  table        .        -         .         -         . 

negatiiod  .        .        .        -         - 

Accountant  of  the  War  Dqianment,  report  on  the 

memorial  of  ' 
a  bill  granting  addilional  compenaatiaD  to,  te- 

poftod -       - 


773 


Accountant  of  tbe  Na>j,  a  hill  &vm  the  Sana 
eatabliah  thii  office,  raceivtd  - 
title  altered,  and  the  UU  pafaed  - 
Account!  between  the  United  Slate*  and  the  indi- 
vidual Htaica  ;  a  reaolution  reapecting  the 
balance*  repiirted  to  be  dne  hj  the  Individ  - 
oal  Sutea.  laid  on  the  table    -  -  1087 

eoomiitted         -        >        -        •        -        -  SI  IS 

reported IIM 

a  bill  in  punuonce  of  the  report,  reported  and 
committed     ....■-  SI73 

psMed S17« 

rejected  by  IbeSenate        -        .        .        .  SlSd 
Acta  of  Limitation,  report  reapecting  the  expedi- 
ency of  exempting  certain  cUma  bcaa  tbe 
operation  of  the  acta  of  lintiuiion,  eonimil- 


tttl 
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Hoime  Proceedings  and  Debaiea. 


Ada  of  Limititioii — coatinued.  I 

debati  ihereon  -.---- 

report  from  the  Becmtaiy  oTWir  on  the  aab- 

jecl,  received  ,        -        .        .         , 

reanlatioDS  reported  by  the  eommittee  - 

AddraB,  [he  PreiideDl'*>  M  the  opening  of  the  wa- 


report  of  the  committee 


It  ptemiied — Praeident'a  redy    - 
approving  thecuurae  of  tb«  rreandent  in 


AdjoammeDt,  reaolution  propoalng  to  Hdjonm  on 

tha  14th  of  June,  laid  on  the  table  -        -  1840 

negatived 1854 

resolniion  for appointinga  committee  to  report 
a  lime  proper  for  adjoaintDg,  laid  on  the 

table    .......  1876 

dabatad IST7 

^ceed  to,  and  the  cooimittea  appointed        -  1878 

Tcporl  of  the  cammitlm      ....  1926 


)dto. 


niulution  lor  adjourning  on  the  2d  of  Julj, 
laid  on  the  table     -         .         .  .2 

■mendmenl  of  the  Senate  altering  the  tiine  to 
the  1 6ih  of  Jnl;,  agreed  to        -         •        -  2 

the  adJoDrnment        -        .        .        .        -  S 
Aliena,  tcsalution  forbidding  aliena  holding  an; 
office  of  honor,  profit,  or  tmc^  tinder  the 
United  Statca,  debated    -        -        -         -  1 

cwnmitted         -        -         •        •        •        -  1 

withdrawn 1 

reaolution  for  the  remural  or  apprahenaian  of 
aliens,  nalivea  of  coantriea  at  war  with  tha 
United  Slatea,  commilled        -        •        -  I' 

reaolution  inatructing  the  committee  to  report 
what  meaaurea  should  be  taken  to  remove 
aliens  hod  aedilioiu  peraona,  laid  on  the 
table 1 


a  tnll  napecting  alien  ene 

ddnted    . 

ndered  to  third  iiiliim  • 

iurtber  debated - 

bill  rec  immitted 


.  1773 

.  1785 

-  nos 

-  1793 


debated    .        .        .        - 
ordered  to  tiw  third  reading 

Senate  fmendmenti  agreed  to 
a  IhII  concerning  aliMia,  racui 


-  2035 
•  2049 
.  2088 


ddwted 


1973,  1968,  : 


Alexander,   WiOiam,   r^ort  on  the  petition  o^ 

■greed  to      -        -        -        .        -         -    846 
Inll  for  hia  relief  reported   ....    884 

paased 1043 

Allen,  Mr.,  of  Connecticut,  on  the  Quaker  memo. 

rial '        -    063 

on  the  Acta  of  LimiUlion  -     709,  710,  715 

on  the  bill  ic9  the  froteetkm  of 


Page. 
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Allen,  Mr. — continued. 

on  the  foreign  inlercouna  bill 

on  relatiana  with  France  1»57,  13S8,  1350,  1368, 

sns 

on  the  bill  for  the  ptoieetiim  of  the  trade  of 

the  United  Statei  -        -        -        .1473,1476 

on  the  Naturaliialion  law  .  1678,  1580 

on  the  bill  for  ratling  B  prOTiuonal  army        -   1766 

on  the  bill  to  provide  arms  for  (he  militia     -   1933 

on  aediliooa  practicee  .        -        .        ■  1970 

on  the  mcreaae  of  the  Military  Gatibliahment  3089, 

2090,  2091 

on  the  IhII  for  the  punishment  of  ciimee       .  S093 

Amendmenta.     (See  CotuHtuHon-) 

American  seanwii,  report  on  (he  operation  of  the 

act  for  relief  and  protection  o^  committed      620 

debated 656 

committee  appointed  to  bring  in  ■  bill  for  the 

reUafof 7M 

bill  rqurled 809 

amendmenta  propoaed        ....  1036 

biU  rreommitled        ....        -  10S8 

reaolntion  for  appoinling  a  committee  to  re. 

port  what  further  meaninH  are  neceaary 

to  enable  the  Freeident  to  afibrd  (o  those 

detained  in  tbrcign  countries  the  m 


returning  hi 


■  )6B8 


Answer  to  the  Preddent's  Speech.  {9tie  Mdreta.) 
Appropriation  i,  report  on  the  subject  of  appropria- 
tions lor  the  yeir  seventeen  himdred  and 
nine^^eight   .         -        .        -    785,  789,  818 
a  bill  making  partial  appropriations  for  the 
year  seventeen  hundred  snd  ninety  eight, 

reported 797 

paned 801 

a  bill  providing  for  the  civil  eipcnoes  of  the 
Government  for  the  year  seventeen  hun- 
dred and  iii[tety.eight,  reported  and  com- 

miUed 830 

reported -    846 

bill  making  appropriatiana  lor  the  nerviee  of 
the  year  seventMn  hundred  and  ninety- 
tight,  reported       -----    908 
ordered  to  be  engroaaed      -        .        -        -1030 

pwaed 1031 

bin  making  sppropriatioDs  for  the  mppoit  of 
the  newiecimentof  artillerr  andengineen  1899, 
1978 

pa-wd 3006 

a  bill  miking  certain  additional  appropria- 

tiona,  pawed 8178 

Anned  vessels,  inatnictiona  to  comminderB  of      .  1788 

laid  on  the  Uble 1784 

debated 17W 

committed         ......  1812 

reported  ..-----  1813 

a  bill  to  authorize  tha  President  la  accept 
such  armed  vfnhIi  aa  may  be  offered  for 

the  public  service 1938 

Arms  and  ammunition,  a  bill  to  continue  the  act 

to  prohibit  the  exportatioa  of,  leporled      •  1240 
ordered  to  third  reading     -        -        -        -  1 376 
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Houte  Praceedingt  and  Debates. 


Army— coniinoed . 

Committee  of  the  Whate  diacbirged,  uid  the 
Wll  refBiTed  to  a  nl«ct  eomDiittee     - 

debated     ■         -        -        .        .  1631, 

ardered  la  the  third  reading        .        -        . 


a  raalution  reapecting  the  eipe&eaej  of  ang- 
nten'ing  the  pronnonal  anu;,  laid  en  the 


■  bit)  lo  lagment  the  United  Stalea  Army, 

wpoHed   .---.., 

debated 

(See,  alw,  Mil-lart/  BitabUthmtni.) 
AitieiN  of  Impraclunant  of  William  Blount 
Anilleriata  and  engineeri,  resolutioi]  for  raiuog  an 
■dditiooal  cotps  of  .        .         .        . 

debated    -        - 

agreed  to  and  a  hill  ojtdered         -        .        . 

bill  reported      ..--.. 

detiiied . 

ordered  to  the  thiid  reading        .        .        . 

Aita.     (Bee  Vufui  ArU.) 
Attonte;  Genera],  reiplntimi  Ibt  granting  bim  the 
franking  privilege  ..... 

bill  for  that  purpose,  reported      -        >        . 

amcndrd  and  onleied  to  the  third  reading      - 

Anpnix,  Pierre,  report  on  the  petition  of,  conaid- 


Accoonla.     (Hee  Balanett.) 

Address,  the  Preridi'tit'e,  at  the  opening  of  the 

•e-aon a4S0 

caminitteo  appcdnted  to  prepare  an  anawer    -  3496 
anawei  reported  .....  2437 

presented  ......  3442 

President's  reptj         .....  si43 

Afira  and  sedition  lawi,  resolution  authorizing  the 
Secretary  of  State  to  ctuse  to  be  published 
and  dis  ribated  a  certain  number  of  copies 
of  the  acta  "respecting  alien  enemiea," 
and  "in  addition  to  tfaeact  fiiT  the  punish- 
ment of  certain  crimes,"  laid  on  the  tilile  34IT 
taken  up  and  debated  .         -  3439,  344B 

negatiTBd S4&S 

pelitiona  and  addressea  for  the  repeal  of  die 
laws  so  railed,  preaented  and  referred  ST8&,  3T9S, 
8801,  2906,  3907,  2034,  38X5,  S959,  3966 
debate  on  the  retereaca  of  an  addresa  from 
Virginia,  prating  a  repeal  of  the  lavrs 


referred 

debate  on  the  reference  or  a  pelitian  Jrem 

natives  of  Ireland  for  the  same  object 
referred  --.-.- 
deba'e  on  the  motion  to  discharge  the  Com- 

mitiee  of  the  Whole  from  said  petitions  and 

to  refer  them  to  a  select  committee  .  .  3886 
motion  ciriied  and  select  commillee  appointed  S906 
debate  on  the  reference  of  an  address  from 

Pennaylrania         .....  3957 


Vm- 

refcirod 

3SS9 

report  of  the  BBlect  committee  made  and  c«an. 

39M 

debate™  it - 

SMS 

peal  the  Uwa  of  laai  aeaaian   raspectinK 

3*93 

agreed  to 

800S 

SMfl 

on  unrpation  of  EiecntiTa  aothorit;    SMS, 

S7M 

the  American  Envoy,  at  Paris 

S73» 

MOO 

on  the  reaolution  for  eipelling  Mr.  Lyon,  tf 

Vermont,  from  the  House 

MC5 

mililia 

»»7« 

Amendments.      (See  Cinuftfufion. ) 
American  sesman.      (See  Stamtn-) 
Answer  lo  President's  Speech.      (See  Aidrtu 
Appropriations,  a  bill  making,  for  the  year  se* 

teen  hundred  and  ninety-nine,  reported 

ordered  to  the  third  reading 


-  «7S1 

-  S9S« 
.  3»71 
I,  3M3 

-  3031 


Army,  bill  from  the  Senate  giving  erentnal  an. 
ihority  to  the  President  to  aagiDCDt  the 
Army,  explained  and  conunitled       .  -  39U 

debate  on  it S0«3 

Arnold  Thomas,  a  bill  for  his  relief,  reported       .  S95C 
Assistant  Postmaster  General,  a  reaolution  fin-  io- 
cresaii  g  his  salary  agreed  to,  and  a  IhII  bi 
that  purpose  ordwed  to  be  tnughl  in        -  30X1 
bill  reported      ......  30I3 


Baldwin,  Mr.,  of  Georgia,  on  the  ai.sner  to  the 

President's  Speech  -  97,  306, 114 

on  defensive  meaanrei         -  .     343;  S47 

on  the  bill  for  defence  of  the  ports  and  har- 
bors of  the  United  States         -         ~        -     31S 

on  the  bill  for  raiaing  an  additional  coipe  of 

artillery 343 

on  stamp  duties  ....     430 

on  additions!  appropriationa        -        -  438 

Bayaid,  Mr,,  of  Deianare,  on  the  answer  to  the 

President's  Speech         ....       Slg 

on  the  bill  for  the  defence  of  the  porta  and 
fasrbon  of  the  United  States         -       813,  319 
Bcckley,  Jtdin,  nominated  for  Clerk  of  the  House       61 

vote  for   -        .        -         -        -         -         .       5* 
Blount,  Thomas,  of  North  Carolina,  on  the  an- 

Bwerto  the  Praaidtnt's  Speech        -         •     X35 

on  defensive  measures         ...     383,  384 

requisition  for  militia .         .        -        .         ■     393 

on  appointing  a  Committee  of  Ways   and 
Means 297,  399 

on  the  bill  for  defmee  of  the  porta  and  bar- 
borsof  AeUniled  IStatee         -        -         -    399 

on  the  bill  authorizing  a  detachment  from  IIm 
mililia 336,  3S7,  398 

on  stamp  duties  401,  4M 
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Houie  Proceedings  and  Debates. 


Btonnl,  Thonui,  of  N.  Cuolin* — eaDtinaed.         1 

ft  IMUT  from  him  to  die  ^sker,  uking  to  b« 

•iciued  from  Toting  upon  the  reiolutioii  rs' 

Utive  la  the  impochnieiit  of  hi>  biothei, 

Wiltiain  Blount,  of  TenneBoa 


Blount,  WilUam,  SsDator  from  TennesMe,  leaolu- 
Inlion  for  impescbing  him,  repoited  • 

•greed  to 

teeolution  for  af^xHathig  a  committee  to  pre- 
pare articlee  of  impncbmBm    - 
committee  appoialed  -        -        -        •        -    \fi 
proceedings  uf  the  Senate  in  relation  to  the 
impeachment  -        .        .        .        - 

(See,  also,  Index  to  praecidiiigi  of  the 
ScTtale.') 
Bteat,  Mr.,  of  Viigioia,   on  the  answer  to  the 

Pieeident's  Bpeech  -        -      307,319,329 

Btitiah  debts,  resolution  for  sppoinliDg  sn  agent 
to  attend  to  ihe  intereeta  of  American  citi- 
lena  in  relation  to  the  ■etUameat  of  -  368 

taken  up 39) 

referred  to  a  select  committee       .        -        .    3B3 
Brooks,  Mr.,  of  New  York,  on  the  aoBwer  to  the 

Piesidenl^B  Speech  -        -        -        -     109 

on  the  bill  to  prohitnt  the  exportation  of  arms, 

&c. 218,  349,  851 

on  defenoTC  measora         -        -      376,  3B8,  396 
on  the  bill  for  defence  of  the  ports  and  har- 
bors nf  the  United  Stales      301,  303,  310,  311, 
31S,  817,  318,  331 
on  Ihe  bill  for  railing  an  additional  corpa  of  ei- 

tillerj 338,  346 

otl  the  bill  to  aulhoriie  the  Preddent  to  pro- 
vide galleys  or  small  leHeia  for  the  pnblic 
aerrice-         ..--..    340 
on  the  bill  ibi  the  protection  of  the  tnde  of 

the  ITnited  States  ■         -       363,  3S7,  369,  384 
on  stamp  dot'n  ■        887,  394,  399,  433,  437 

on  the  impeachment  of  Wm.  Blonut  460,  4SB,  463 


ta  due  bj  the  indiTidiul  Stalea.    (See  j4e- 
eounfs.) 
Baldmn,  Mr.,  oi  Georgia,  on  tpgoiating  a  com- 
mittee to  report  a  bill  to  eatablisb  a  uniform 
■f  llam  of  bankruptcy      .        .         .        - 
on  the  referenoa  of  the  Prarident's  Speech     - 
on  the  acta  of  limitation      -        .        .        - 

on  fbre^  coins 731 

on  the  trill  for  the  protection  of  the  commerce 

of  the  United  State*  .        -    77 1 

on  the  bill  providing  the  meana  of  inlereoune 

wilh  f<»eign  nations  -  -  -  .  843 
(m  the  bill  &T  the  settlement  of  limits  witb 

OeoigiB         .        .        -        .  1379,  1304 

on  relations  with  France    -        -  13M,  1361 

on  Ihe  bill  for  the  defence  of  the  porta  and 

harbors  of  the  Unitid  StalM  -  -  -1896 
on  the  bill  for  raising  a  provisional  armj  -  1 1^3 1 
letieiB  of  maFqiw,  Ac.        .       .       -       -  1886 

aediliona  prwnioaa 1967 

on  the  bill  respsctlDg  alien  enemies      -  •     -  3008 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  ■  bill  fiv  the  piuiiih- 

ment  of  franda  oo,  recemd  •  -  -  3033 
ordoed  to  the  thitd  rMding  -  -  -  S038 
pMwd S049 


64a 

appointed  -----  644 
number  of  the  committee  increased  -  -  69S 
their  report        -  .        -        -        -     786 

withdrawn 78S 

again  presented  .....    796 

committee  appointed  to  report  a  bill      -        -    797 
bill  reported  and  committed  -        -    970 

Bajaid,  Mr.,  of  Delaware,  on  the  answer  lo  the 

Fnaident's  Speech  .         -        -     646,  847 

OQ  Ihe  Quaker  memorial     -        -         ■     664,  669 
on  the  report  on  the  petition  of  the  daaghters 

of  the  Iste  L^ount  De  Grasse     -  -         -     7M 

on  the  bill  providing  the  means  of  foreign  in- 

terconne         .....   S9S,  1318 
the  case  of  Griswold  and  L;on  1064,  I06S 

rales  of  the  HooBB  ....  1391 

relatioiia  with  France     ....  1369 
1683,  1686,  1689,  1796 
1697,  169* 


n  addttional  n 


-  in 


ontbeUllrespeelihga1ienenemieBl7S6, 17S8,  SOOI 
on  the  protection  of  commrTce     -  1837,1839 

on.  the  defencs  of  merchant  vesaels  -  -  1904 
on  the  bill  to  provide  arms  for  the  militia  -  19S1 
on  the  Irill  snpploncntary  to  the  bill  to  raise 

a  provisional  amy          -         1936,  1944,  1947 
on  sedibou*  practices          ....  1966 
on  the  abrogatian  of  treaties        -        -        -  313t 
on  Ihe  bill  sapplementary  to  the  bill  to  sus- 
pend commendal  intercourse  with  France  -  3197 
on  the  puoiahmant  of  crimes       ...  2136 
Bills  of  credit,  repnrtoa  the  peliliaD  of  snndrj  hold- 
en  cd",  debated        1349 

agt«ed  to laes 

Blount,  Thomaa,  of  N«th  Carolina,  on  the  Qoa- 

ker  memorial         ....      666,  660 
OD  the  tdll  for  the  relief  of  the  repreeentatives 

of  deoeaaed  officers  -        -     811 

on  the  bill  tor  defence  of  the  ports  and  baibota 
of  the  United  Steles        -  1394,1805 

Blonn^  William,  Isle  Senator  from  Tenuesee,  re- 
port of  the  committee  appointed  at  the  last 
session  to  eollnct  evidence  to  substHatiate 
the  charges  against  him  -         -        -        -     67S 
nading  of  documents  referred  to  in  the  report     677 
Ihe  report,  &c.,  laid  on  the  Uble         -        -     67V 
lesolntion  directing  the  committee  appointed 
to  prepare  articles  of  impeachment,  and  to 
report  said  articles  -----     809 
reaolation  laid  on  the  table  .        .        -     810 


motion  to  take  it  up  - 

motion  withdrawn      ..... 

postponed  .---.. 
a  supptamentarj  report  from  the  committee  . 
a  iiirtner  report  ..... 

the  articles  ot  impeachment  reported    - 

debated 

managers  of  the  impeachment  appointed    968,  007 


the  articlee  of  impeachment  sent  up  b 
Srnate 

[1  of  the  Senate  in  Ihe 
a  (elect  committee 


the 


969 


DiqinzedhyGoOt^le 


INDEX. 

Unue  Praceedingi  and  Debases. 


lUt 


BlODDt,  Wm.  at  Tennenee — cnnlinued.  Page- 

lepart  of  a  cDmmillee  of  conference  thereon  -  1413 
leialulion  received  fiom  the  Senate  in  lelatioD 

to  altering  Ibe  return  imy  of  the  aummont    1436 
aoolher  report  on  the  caae  .         .         ,         ,   iGjg 
(6«B,  also,  Indtx  to  proieedings  of  the 

Biaach  of  privilege  ;  aCommitteeof  Friiilegeaap 

pointed,  and  a  resolutioD  for  eipelliag  Mi. 

Lyon,  of  Vermont,  for  an  asaault  apon  Mr. 

Oriawold,  of  Connecticut,  referred  thereto 

Ihe committee  baa  leaie  to  ail  during  the  Ka- 

■ion  of  the  Houso  -        .        .        -         .     SfiS 
s  letter  from  Mr  Ljon  referred  to  the 

report  of  the  committee      -        -         . 
debate  on  it       -        ■        .      964,  966,  96S,  970 
a  molion  to  amend  the  resolution  reported  by 
the  committee 
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B   letter  from  Mr.  Chipmau,  of  Vermont, 

the  chairman  of  the  committee 
■nolher  motion  to  amend  the  reaolution 
n^aUved  ..... 

vote  on  tha  resolution  for  expelling  Mr.  Ljon  1008 
rejected,  two-thirda  not  concurring 
Ihe  toatimonjin  tbocaae  -  -  1009  to  1026 
narrative  of  Mr.  Lyon         --        -  -         -   103S 

a  aecond  fracaa  between  Meaara.  Griawold  and 

Lyon 1034 

a  report  Ibereon  .....  1048 

Brent,  Mr.,  ofVirginia,  on  the  bit)  to  provide  the 

means  of  interconree  with  tbreign  nations  -  699 
on  tbe  bill  for  the  protection  of  lh«  trade  of  the 

United  Stales 1474 

on  the  bill  for  raising  a  provutonaJ  anny         I SS7, 
1673,  1679 
on  the  memorial  of  Cqttain  Magnien'a  grena- 

adiercompany        ...  1709,  1719 

on  the  protection  of  commerce     -  -  1639 

Brooka,   Mr.,  of  New  York,  on  the  Pruideal's 

Speech 664 

cm  acta  of  limitation  -  -  .  708,711,713 
on  the  bill  for  tha  pioteclion  of  commerce  -  767 
on  the  report  on  the  petition  of  the  danghteo 

of  Count  DeGrasae  -  -  -  -  793 
on  the  resolution  for  expdiing  Mr.  Lyon  -  1008 
his  testimony  in  Ihe  cue  ^  Grianold  and 

Lyon 1014 

on  reiitiona  with  France  1324,  1366,  1360,  1369 
on  the  bill  providing  for  the  defence  of  tbe 

portattrdharbaraofthe  United  Stales  1306,1306 
on  the  bilt  for  raining  in  additional  corps  of 

artillery 1408 

on  the  bill  for  the  purclisae  of  cannon,  &c.   1437, 
1438 
on  the  bill  for  thepiutectionDf  thetradeoftbe 

United-Ststea  -         -         .  1463,  1478 

on  the  bill  for  raudng  s  {Htmsional  arcny  16S4, 1697, 
1760,  1769 
on  the  bill  luppletueutaiy  to  Ihe  above   1943,  1948 
on  the  memorial  of  Captain  Magnien'a  gren- 
adier company       ...  1709,  1731 
BroiWD,  Obadiah,  a  bill  forieliefo^  repotted        .  UBS 
ordered  to  the  third  reading         .        -        .  1933 
Biyan,   Colonel  Nathan,  of  Sonth  Carolina,  his 

death  annouitced  .  -  .  .  .  lgS7 
iwolutionsof  respect,  die.  .        -        .        .  isse 


Bail,  a  bill  Sin  tbe  SKurity  of,  in  certain  cans,  n- 

'«'™d 301J 

Balances  due  by  tbe  individual  Stalea,  ■  rssolatioii 

respecting  the,  laid  on  the  table  .  .  m) 
agreed  to,  and  a  bill  ordered  -  ■  -  144) 
bill  ordered  to  be  engroHed  -         -        .  ijf] 

paaaed      - !t» 

amendments  of  the  Seoate  eonddered  .       .  ten 
repottof  aconunilteeof  oonfercnce  laid  on  tbe 

••We WSJ 

amendmenta  concurred  in   ...       -  lgg| 
Baldwin,  Mr. ,  of  Georgia,  on  umrpacion  of  Eiet 

olive  Buthoiitf  -  .  3623,  IBM,  )K» 
on  the  ranonslranca  of  Georgia  3M6,  IM 

Bankmplcy,  committee  appoint^  lo  report  a  bill 

to  establish  an  uniform  system  of,  .  -  MH 
bill  reported  >  .  .  -  -  -  !Ml 
debated     .         ■         -         .  ...  j^jg 


lendmi 


led 


debated  .  2663,  2666,  2677,  2683,  3641,  IBSt 
bill  (ejected  .  .  -  .  -  -  JS17 
Bayard,  Mi.,  ofDeUware,  on  stamp  duties  3660,  !ii! 
on  Ihe  bankrupt  law  -  .  3579,  2&8i,  ttU 
on  usurpation  of  Eieentive  authmty  36S5,  *««, 
3591,  !G03,  tm 
on  the  motion  for  printing  the  despalcfan  fiixn 

the  American  Envoys  at  Paris         -        .  Wt 
on  the  bill  to  suspend  commercial  inlercoorst 

with  France  .  .         -        -  tm 

on  the  alien  and  sedition  lavps      3898,  2898;  tM 

on  increase  of  aolsriee        .  -       -tm 

onlheroiolulionforexpellingMr.  Lyon  M69,  IM 

on  increase  of  the  Army     .  30S1,  3Ug 

Blount,  William,  Que  Senator  from  Tennessee) 

a  vacsncyintbe  committee  of  impeachoMiil 

of,  filled         ....         T 

the  House  informed  of  Iho  return  of  the  so 

mons  issued  by  the  Senate 
House  informed  of  the  failure  of  the  sccuaed 
to  appear,  and  of  Ihe  readiness  of  tbe  Sea- 
ale  to  proceed  wiih  the  impeachment       -  U 
report  &om  the  managers  of  the  irapeaduHiit, 
requ-sting  farther  time  for  preparing  llMr 
proceedii^  -        .        .         .        .       .  Jl 
resolution  requesting  the  Senate  to  take  mea- 
sure* for  compelling  the  attendance  of  lbs 


<d  laid  o 


tm 


taken  op  a 
negatived 

rules  for  conducting  the  impeachment  mceivtd  «» 
motinn  directing  the  manogsra  to  prrceed,  not- 
withstanding the  absence  of  the  accused   ■  "'"' 


t48I 


Ihe  plea  of  the  defendsnt's  counsel  receive 
committed         ..... 
r^ication  of  the  Honm     ... 
adJDummentofihe  Hoase  to  enable  the  id 

age™  to  attend  tbe  trial  -         .  3684,  SMS 

the   Honse  informed  of  the  dedaioa  of  Oh 

court  dismisnng  the  impeachnMQI   -        -  364t 

(See,  also,  inda;  to  proccedingt  of  Senati.) 
Boon  Island,  a  bill  to  authorise  Ihe  nectioa  of  a 

beacon  on,  reported        ...       -  J9M 
ordered  to  the  third  reading         -        -       -  tnt 
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Houae  Proeeedingi  and  Debate*. 


Bnce,  Mt.,  ofConnecticutjOnuinrpationofeiecu- 

tivB  aulhorily         -        -        -        -         -  2831 
on  Ihe  bill  to  suipenil  commeiciaJ  Inteicoum 

wiih  FrancB !771 

Brooki,  Mr. ,  of  New  York,  on  th«  bill  (Mtiog  the 
poner  of  retaliation  in  the  Preodenl  of  tbe 
Uniled  State*  in  certain  cawa  -         -  3908,  S910 
on  increwa  of  lalarieg  ....  3936 


Champtin,  Mr.  of  Rhoiklaland,  on  defeniiveniea- 

nuo 37S.  278 

Chaplain,  elected M 

Chaplains,  molDtion  for  appoiDtment  of     '         -      &S 
fTtuna  and  India,  nwmoriat  IrDm  men^anti  engaged 
in  the  trade  with,  pnying  a  ■oipenrion  of 
duties  on  white  cotton  gooda  committed      -     35S 
Clubome,  T.,  ofVirginia,  on  Ihaelection  of  Clerk  -      61 
on  eiportaiioa  -         ...        -      3S0,  3S3 
on  ttamp  dulies         ....      39S,  Hi 
Claiton,  Thomaa,  elected  Dooikccper  -         .       63 

Clerk  of  the  House,  debate  respecting  the  □eceaaitj' 

of  nominating  L|}is  officer         -        -        -       91 
election  of        -         -                  -        -        -      63 
Cochran,  Mr.  of  New  York  on  the  till  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  Uni- 
ted States      3IB 

on  stamp  duties         .....     SSB 
Coit,  Mr.,  ofConnectirut,  on  appointing  a  commit- 
tee on  ucfinished  business  -        60,  SI 
on  theinswerto the  I'lesidect's  Speech      135,  1S3 
194,  198,  309,  311 
on  defensive  measures         -                 -        '    S5T 
on  the  bill  foe  tbe  prnlectioti  of  the  trade  of  the 

United  States         ....     309,  376 
on  stamp  duties         -         -      3S9,  394,  416,  430 
Collection-     (See  Reeenut.) 
ComiiMree,  resolution  calling  on  the  President  for 
a  report  of  the  d^iredalions  committed  on 

■    X  Oct.  1st  1798  -     390 

-    391 

thereto    357 


message  and  other  docuiLents 

(See,  also,   Trade. 

Condf,  Jonathan,  W.,  elected  Clerk  of  the  House 

CongTBss,  a  committee  appointed  to  confer  wiihthe 

Senile  uD  the  laws  of  last  session  fixing  the 

time  for  the  neil  meeting  of    - 
tbe  Senate  refuse  ihe  ctinrerence  -        .        - 
a  bill  filing  the  time  for  the  next  meeting  o^ 
received  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
Constlls  and  Vice  Consuls,  ebill  concerning  them 
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Canada  and  Non  Scotia.     (9et  Refugeti.) 
Cannon,  arms,  &c  ,  reaolation  for  appropriating 
money  for  tbe  purchase  of,      - 
agreed  to,  and  ■  bill  ordered        .        -        -  I4I4 

a  bill  reported 1426 

debated 1437 

ordered  to  Ihe  Ibiid  reading  -        -  1439 


Cantrill,  Stephen,  report 

aidered 
Carmichael,  William,  report 

relief  of  the  widow  o^ 
debated    - 


the  petilioti  of,  con- 


Caimjchsel,  William— continued.  Page, 

committee  appointed  to  report  ebill  loatithoiiie 

a  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  ~        -        -    649 
a  bill  lor  the  relief  of  the  widow  of,  reported    67S 

dented 690 

recommitted 691 

new  bill  ruiotted 715 

debated 716 

ordered  to  be  engroaeed      ....    717 

passed 723 

resolution  respecting  a  settlement  of  the  sc- 
eounta  of  the  late,  agreed  to,  and  a  btU  fi>r 
that  purpose  ordered        -         -        -        .  1376 
a  bill  making  apptopriatianB  to  pa;  a  balance 

due  the  legal  repr«aentatiias  of,  reported  -  IIBB 
ordered  to  Ihe  third  reading         ...  1386 

passed 1»7 

Carpenter,  Thomas,  petition  at,  prajing  the  ud  of 
CiHigress  in  his  undertaking  of  pubMiing 
the  debates,  committed    -        -        •        -     671 
report  made  and  agreed  to  -        -        -        -    687 
Census,  a  bill  to  proTide  for  the  enumeration  ofthe 

inhabitanU  of  Ihe  United  States,  reputed  -  1897 

jnssed 2009,  3034 

Cbamplin,  Mr.,  of  Rhode  Island,  on  foreign  coins  -  7S6 
on  the  case  of  Griawold  and  Lyon  -  '  974 
his  teatimonj  in  the  abate  caae    .         -         -   1022 

on  stamp  duties 1073 

on  the  DBturaliialion  lawa  -        .        .        •  1G69 
Chaplsins,  resolution  for  appointment  of,  recsi'red  -     680 

debated 634 

agreed  to .685 

Chipmsu,   John,    of  Pcnn^lTania,   on    fbieign 

coins 7S0 

Cherokee  Expedition,  committee  appointed  to  re- 
port a  bill  for  paying  the  militia  who  serrod 
In  Ihe  eipeditioo  of  1794  against  Ihe  Cber- 

oliaes IBM 

bill  reported      -  -         -        -        -  lB2fi 

ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  1668 

passed 1560 

Cherokees.     (See  Aufians.) 
Cbipman,  Nathaniel,  (Senator  from  Vermont,)  a 
■alter  from  him  to  Ihe  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee in  the  ease  of  Messrs.  Griiwold  and 

I.jon 999 

his  testimony  in  the  above  care   -        •        -  lOSI 
Claiborne  Thomai,  of  Viigiais,  on  the  foreign  in- 

tercoune  bill  .....   1116 

on  the  hill  for  rainng  an  additional  corps  of 

artJIIeiir  -....-  14U 

on  the  bill  for  protection  of  tbe  trade  of  the 

United  Stalea        ...        -        -  IGOB 
on  the  bill  for  eslablishing  Ihe  Nstv  Depnt- 

ment 1648 

on  direct  laiM  '  .        -1934,2056 

on  the  bill  lupplementary  to  the  bill  for  raia- 

ing  a  provisional  aimj  -        ...  1044 

on  the  bill  respecting  alien  eaiemies     -        -  1999 

on  the  increase  of  the  arm;  -        -3131 

on  the  punidiment  of  cfimes        ...  S1S& 

Claiborne,  W.  C.  C,  oTTenneesee,  on  land  titles 

inTenneaaee  ....    814,817 

on  the  foreign  inlercoune  bill    -        -  916,   1107 

hia  testimon;   in  Ihe  case  of  Messrs.   Gris- 

I  wold  and  Lyon      .....  IDAO 

I         OD  the  bill  for  tbe  purchase  of  cannon,  &c.   148B 

Ml  piesenU  to  Minialan  -  1584,  1667 
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H<m$e  Proceedings  and  Debate*. 


OhOionie,  Vf.  C.  C,  c^TeDo.— contiiiuet].  Page, 

ontha  laD&rTmisiDgapToviMCHiDl  stmj' 1661   1TS6 

on  the  nsluralization  Uw  -         ■  -         .   ITBl 

on  the  iDnmctiona  lo  anned  vMaeU    -        -  1601 
cm  the  bill  to  ■□apend  commercial  mlercourae 

withPnuiCT 1866 

on  lelten  of  nuiTque,  &c.    -         .         .         .  1S8S 
on  direct  taiea  -        -        - 
on  the  bill   for  the   protdctio 

merce  of  the  United  8tat<B 
ifthe  army 


1896,  191S,    leSS 


-  S0T3 
•  3131 

-  S136 

Claims,  a  commiltee  of,  appointed      -        >        .    637 
Cl*iin>  Bgainat  the  United  Sutea,  ■  bill  limiting 
the  time  nithin  which  eliicna  far  credit  on 
the  hooka  of  the  Tieaiury  nay  be  present^ 
ed  for  allowance,  leponed  -        -   Iil6 

ordered  lo  the  third  reading        -  •  1946 

paaaed IS4S 

Clufc ,  Lucy,  report  on  the  petition  of 


a  bill  fi 


if  or,  f 


967 


Ciarif,  OcDeral,  of  CieorgiBi,  committee  AppoiD'adi 
inquire  into  the  eabject  of  a  letter  written 
by  him  to  the  Spanish  Conni!  at  Savannah, 
on  the  ■ubjecl  of  propoaala  hoatile  'o  the 
United  Btalea  Govemmeal  -  -     9BS 

report  of  the  committee      ....   i560 
Cteil  of  the  House,  resolution  anthoriiing  bim  to 

employ  an  addilionaiengroeaingelerk-         -  S17S 
OlHks,  report  ftom  (he  Secretary  of  War  aaking 

for  additional,  commilled  ...  §04 
repMt  on  the  aubject  of  the  aalariea  of,  -  967 
a  bill  lo  relive  bim)  coatiilue  the  act  mpect- 

ing  the  compeoaal'on  of,  reported  .  -  1374 
ordered  to  the  Ihinl  reading         ,        .        .  isss 

pined 1396 

UDcndmeola  of  the  Senate  commtted  .  1440 

diasgreed  to      -        •         -         ■        .   •    .  1SS4 

the  Senate  inaiat 1668 

*  the  Uouae  adhere      -        -         -        -        .  ises 

Goal  minea,  petition  of  sundry  citizens  of  Virginia 
asking  encourmement  lo  their  eotlieriea, 

918,  91tl 

■     981 


Coina.     (9ee  Foreign  Coiui. ) 

Oolt,  Mr.,  of  Connecticut,  on  encou'sgement 

Ihe  useful  arts 638 

OR  appoist'ng  a  committee  to  report  a  bank- 
rapt  law        ......     644 

OQ  the  acta  of  limitation      -        -        .        .    7iu 
on  tile  case  of  Messia.  Oriawold   and  Lyon  99G, 


IS  above  case    - 


on  Mtcn  of  marque,  Jk-  - 
Oldlecton,  ■  bill  lo  regnlala  the 

.         debated    -         -         -         - 

Mdeted  lo  the  third  reading 


ti  agreed  lo 


996,  looa 

-  1030 

-  1070 

-  1098 
■  178* 

-  1858 


•  1812 

-  1866 

-  1869 

-  1871 

-  1876 
3133,  3139 


Commerce,  debate  on  the  motion  forgiving  leave 
lo  the  committee  on  meaauiea  for  the  pro- 
tection of  commerce  lo  report  by  bill  or  oth- 


Itave  granted     .-.-.-      700 
a  bill  for  the  protection  of  commerce  reported     764 
fartherrcpartsfromthecommittce  840,  1345,    I3S3 
a  bill  in  addition  to  the  bill  for  the  mora  efiec- 
tual  protaclion  oi  tha  corumerce  and  coaMa 
aftheUnitcdSuiea  received    ■        -        -   1793 
committeJ         ......  1813 

reported   ......*  1813 

debated 1816 

paved X034 

a  bill  for  the  further  protection  of,   reptsled,  3058 

debated 2P64 

pused 3083 

Commerce  and  Maimfaclures,  a  coiDmlltee  od,  ap- 
pointed .        -  -.      -         -     637 
Commisioner  of  the  Revenoe,  resolution  for  appoint. 
ing  a  commiltee  to  report  on  the  expediaicj 
of  abotiahing  the  oflice  of,  laid  OQ  the  laMe    784 
agreed  to  and  Ihe  committee  appointed  >        -    801 
their  report         .         .          j        .         .  -     841 
agreed  to-         -          -          -         -         -  -     841 

CongreM,  a  bill  to  autborite  the  Preaidenl  to  poal. 
ponethemeetingot  in  certain  easM,  report, 
ed  and  debated       ....         -    7»6 

bill  lost 739 

a  bill  [o  alter  the  time  for  the  neit  meeting  <£, 

debated 317J 

Coiutilution,  amecdmonl  ratified  b;  Kentucky     .    809 
a  mesaige  en  the  mbjact  of  amenilmenlB  tAi- 

red  to  a  select  committee  -  -  -  846 
amendment  ratified  by  Virginia  •  -  -  10t9 
propoaitiona  of  amendment  to,  laid  on  the 

table am 

Conauls,  report  reflecting  the  rNmbursement  of 
money  advanced  by  consuls  in  foreign  coun- 
tries      IMI 

-  1176 

-  ISOT 

-  IW3 

-  3176 

Contested  election       l_See  Jititkerford,  Roberl.) 
Contested  elections,  resolutions  respecting  the  mode 

of  taking  evidence  in  casee  of,  committed   -     639 

rlebtled 683 

referred  lo  a  select  committee       -         .  .     687 

reported    .--...  .     7S6 

a  bill  reported   .... 


debated  - 
bill  reported 
ordered  lo  be  engrossed 


764 
775 
801 
819 


CMkge  of  Phyndans  of  Philadelphia,  a  letter  fi'om 
the  PnndenI  of  this  institution,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  contagious  diasMCs,  laid  oo  (be  Ubie    937 


Conbnenlal  tecunties.     (See  Adi  of  Limilatiim. ) 

Cotton  gooda,  committee  on  mannbcturea,  Ac  in. 
etructed  to  report  on  the  eipe<&ncy  of  eu- 
couraging  Ihe  printing  of         -        -        -  1040 

Countervailing  dniiea,  resolation  requesting  the 
Prendent  lo  caun  to  be  laid  before  Ihe 
House  a  copy  of  the  act  of  Ihe  British  Par. 
(lament  countervailing  the  dudes  laid  by  Ihe 
United  States  upon  forMgn  vessels,  ftc^ — 
laid  on  the  table      .         .  -        -     946 

Coie,  Tench,  late  eonuniaiioner  of  the  Revenue,  • 

leuer  from     ---..-     776 
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PsgB. 
Ciaik,   He,  of  MujI&nd,   on   the  fbcragn  inler- 

conree  bill     ...--.    011 
on  itamp  duties  .....  lOTS 

oo  the  bill  for  railing  a  provisional  army  -  1631 
on  ihe  military  spproprialion  bill  -        -  1657 

on  the  naluralizitioD  law  -  -  -  .  I7T9 
on  the  bill  for  tbe  protection  of  commerce  -  -  188S 
on  the  pmiiihmenl  of  crimn  -  3113 

on  abrogation  of  treatia  -         -         -  3136 

Crima  against  the  United  Stales,  ifebate  on  the 
motion  to  reject  the  bLl  ftom  the  Senate  ia 
addition  to  the  act  for  the  punlahmcDt  of 

certain -  3098 

motion  negatived       .....  3113 
a  motion  to  discharge  Ihe  Committee  td'  the 
Whole  from  further  cMwderatiDti  of  tbe 

bll,  negatived 3114 

further  debate  on  the  bill    -        -  3133,3139 

bill  pissed aiTi 

(See,  atao.  Sedition,  Trcatan,  and  Extcu- 
livt  Authority.) 
Croirell.  Sjlvannt,  abill  tor  r^litf  o^  reported  and 

committed     ......  1036 

ordered  to  the  third  reading  -  -  -  I34S 
passed 1S4S 


Census,   comniittee  inMruetad  to  repeit  •  bill  for 
the  enumeratioii  of  the  hlhahituits  of  Ihe 

United  8tat«« 3«7 

bill  reported 2466 

debated,  nnd  ordered  to  tbe  thh^  readiDg      -  3493 

passed 3493 

the  Seoale  amendments  coDuntUad      .        .  STSS 

negatived  -        ....  3726,9764 

Cham[tin,  Mr.,  of  Rhode  Island,  on  stamp  dulior  S6S7, 

3B&S,  sses 

on  the'bin  to  snspend  commerdal  interconne 

with  France 3773,  S78t 

on  tbe  bill  vesting  the  power  of  retaliation  lit 

the  Prerident  in  certain  cues  -  -  -  391 1 
on  lite  bill  to  authorize  the  capture  of  French 

armed  vessels        '        •         - .       •        •  3939 
on  thanks  to  Ihe  apeaker   ....  3054 

Chaplain  elfctsd      ......  243S 

Claiborne,  W.  C  C.,  of  Tennessee,  on  the  alien 

and  sedition  laws  -        -  3449,  3897 

on  the  resolution  for  distributing  copies  of  the 

Uonstitiition  -  -  -  3458,  3460,  2405 
on  uaurpetion  of  ExecatiTe  authority  -  -  3690 
■HI  the  reaolation  for  printing  the  despstchea 

from  the  American  Envoys  at  Paris .  .  3T83 
on  the  bill  to  snspend  commercial  in'ercoune 

with  Fiance 3788 

on  Ihe  bill  authorizing  the  capture  of  French 

armed  vessels 3939 

on  the  bill  authoriiing  a  detachment  from  the 

mUitia SV80,  39B4 

on  the  incroaae  of  the  army  -3037,3040 
Clubome,  T.,  ofVirginis,  on  nmipalion  of  Exe- 
cutive mthority 3703 

rules  of  the  House    -        -        -        .        .  3739 

on  the  alien  and  sedition  laws    ...  SBOO 

on  Ihe  incrsMe  of  the  trmy        -        -  803),  3040 

Claima,  a  commitlee  of,  ^ipointed  .        -  3414 

Clerki,   reaolation    respecting  the  compensation 

of SflSe 


Cleriu,  1  bill  to  regulate  and  fix  the  compensation 

of)  reponed   ......  3740 

recommitted      ......  3S07 

new  bill  leported 3817 

passed 3937 

Clopton,  Mr.,  of  Virginia,  on  amendments  to  the 
bill  authoriiing  a  detachment  from  the  mi  - 

litU ■  3068 

CoUectora,  a  bill  to  eatabltah  the  compensation  of, 

reported 3833 

ordered  to  the  tl>ird  reading        ...  391C 
passed       ......  3819 

ComnMrce  and  manufocturee,  committee  on,  ap- 
pointed ......  3436 

Congress,  Senate  bill  for  altering  the  t[me  for  the 

neit  meeting  of,  rejected  ...  3006 

Connecticut,  ■  bill  to  accept  the  cpiaion  from  this 
Stale,  ofthe  territory  allied  the  "Western 
Reserve  of  Connecticut, "  received,  and  post- 
poned to  the  next  session  -  ■  3017 
Constftation,  reaolution  for  dittributing,  gratis, 
tbroughanl  the  country  a  number  of  cofHea 
of  the  Constitution  and  amendmenla,  laid 

on  the  table 34M 

taken  up  and  debaled         ....  3468 
referred  to  a  select  committee      ...  S48S 
a  resolution  proposing  an  amendment  in  rela. 
tion  to  the  mode  of  elecdng  the  Preaident 
and  Vice  President,  laid  on  the  table        ■  3919 
motion  to  refer  it  to  Committee  ofthe  Whole, 

negatived 3046 

Craik,  Mr.,  of  Maiylani),  on  thealien  and  aedition 

laws 2463 

on  the  reecJutinn  for  diitributing  eopiea  of  the 

ConstitutioD 3463 

on  the  impeachmenl  of  William  Blount        •  3436 
on  the  bsQkiupt  law  -        -  .        .  2578 

an  the  resolution  for  printing  the  despatches 
from  the  American  Envoys  at  Paris  .  3786 

Crimes  against  the  United  Stales,  a  bill  for  the 
punishment  of  certain,  therein  qwciSed,  r*^ 

ported 3666 

debated 3683 

ordered  to  third  reading,  and  further  debated  3699, 
2626,  3677,  36S2,  3686 

paased 1731 

reeolnlion  deelaringit  inexpedient  to  tepeal  the 
act  of  last  aeiaion,  for  the  poniahmenl  of 
certain  cimea  against  the  United  States,  re- 

ported 3993 

agreed  to  ......  3016 


Dana,  Mr.,  of  Connecticat,  on  the  answer  to  tbe 

Prendent'a  Speech  -  -  SIS,  336, 3 
on  deloMive  measures  ...  .  ) 
on  the  bill  for  raiang  an  additional  corps  of 

artillny 3 

on  the  biU  tor  protection  of  the  trade  of  the 

United  States 3 

on  the  impeachment  of  William  Blount     463,  4 
D^ton,  Jonathan,  of  New  Jersey,  elected  Speaker 
hie  lemaika  on  taking  tbe  Chair  ... 
on  the  antwei  to  the  Preddent's  Speech  100,  II 


242,380,381,! 
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S«ytoD,  Spetker,  of  N.  Jeney — continacd.  Pige- 

on ihebill  to  prevent  the  eipoitBtiao  of  anus. 

Ac SIB,  350,  S53 

on  the  kill  for  defence  of  the  ports  Kn<]  harbora 
of  the  United  States  350,  303,  304,   309, 

311,  SIS 
on  the  bill  to  authorize  a  detscbment  from  (he 

militia 837,  838 

on  the  resolution  to  ■uthoriie  the  President  lo 
provide  galleja  tor  defsoce  of  the  coaat  of 

the  United  titetcs 340 

on  the  bill  foe  nniiiif  an  additional  cotpe  of 

artiller; 346 

on  expoilation  .--..-     3S3 
on  the  bill  for  pratactioit  of  (he  irade  of  the 
United  State*        ....      363,364 

on  itamp  daties        ....      410,  41S 

n  the  impeachment  of  WiUiBm  Bloont        -    466 
'  re  measurea,  reaolDtiona  protiding  for  the 
nat'onal  defence     .        ,         -         .        .    239 
Dennis,  Mr.,  ofMatyland,  on  the  answer  to  <he 

President's  Speech  -        .  162,  S16 

□a  slamp  duties         .....     388 

Dooiiieepei  elected  ......       62 

Dtmu,  Thomas,  elected  assistant  doorkeeper         -      62 
Duties,  a  bill  to  suspend,  in  part,  the  operation  of 
the  act  of  laatscHion,  for  railing  mone;  bj 
certain  additional  duties,  reported    -        -    306 

rej«led 316 

a  bill  laying  a  'tamp  du^  on  Tellum,  parch- 
ment, and  paper,  reported        ...    SSI 

debated SB7 

passed 433 

resolntion  for  laying  on  additional  dnty  on 

•alt,  reported 3S3 

negatived S36 

another  resolution  for  laying  an  additional  duly 

on  salt,  laid  on  the  table  -        -        -         -    440 
taken  up  -  -         -         .         -         -  -     441 

agreed  to 443 

bill  pnrtuant  thereto,  reported     -        .        .    444 

passed 446 

a  bill  laying  a  daty  on  licenses  for  the  sale  of 
wines  by  retail,  *nd  also  foreign  distilled 
Bpirila,  reported       .         -         -         .         .     341 

debated 386 

ordered  to  be  engroaaed  -  .  .  .  387 
a  motion  to  recommit  it  -  -  -  -  390 
bill  passed 391 


Dana,  Mr.,  of  Connecticut,  on  giving  leave  to  the 

Committee  on  the  Protection  of  Commerce, 

to  report  by  bill     .        -        -        .        - 

on  the  ads  of  limitation      -        .         -         > 

en  the  bill  for  the  protection  of  comnwrce  770, 

on  the  foreign  intcrconrse  bill      ... 
on  the  ceae  of  Mesari.  Orisnojd  and  Lyon 


p««i- 


Dana,  Mr.,  of  Connecticut — ctmtinued. 

on  additional  rtvenoe  ....  16M 
on  the  memorisl  of  Captain  Magnien's  gren. 

adier  company  -        ■         -  1710,  1730 

on  letters  of  marque  .         -         -         .         -    1888 

tm  the  defence  of  mrachuit  v^msIb  .     1900,  1910, 

1916 

on  the  bit!  •upplementsty  to  the  bill  to  taiae  a 

proviiionalarmy    -         -         1937,1943,1063 
on  seditious  practices  -        -        -         -   1 9*0 

on  the  bill  to  authoriie  a  loan  -  •  -  3040 
on  the  panishment  of  crime*  ■  -  .  SlII 
on  the  abrogation  of  treaties  3131,SIS2,  S1S3 

on  the  increase  of  the  army        -        -         -  3130 
Darden,  .\mj.  motion  for  appointing  a  committee 

to  reporta  tull  for  relief  of        .        -        .     688 

motion  withdrawn 689 

report  on  the  petition  of,  committed  -  -  7^7 
motion  to  discharge  the  committee,  negaliicd  967 
another  motion  for  a  committee  to  report  a  Inll 

for  relief  of 1046 

negatived,  and  a  resolution  for  refusing  tbs 
prayer  of  the  petitioner  agreed  to  -   1047 

Davis,  Mr. ,  of  Kentucky,  on  the  case  of  MesMS. 

Griawold  and  Lyon  •         '1 036 

1  the  bill  for  raising  a  provisional  army  1761, 
1763 
I  the  instructtoru  to  commsndera  of  armed 

vessels 1797 

.  1S31 


his  testimony  in  the  above  case    - 
on  relations  with  France     1S63,  1S62,  1330, 
on  the  bill  for  the  porcfaaie  of  cannon,  &c    - 
on  the  Inll  for  protection  of  the  trade  of  the 
United  Stales  1474, 

onthebiltforraisingaprovisional  army  16ST, 
1704. 
OD  lb«  natuTsliution  law    -        -        -        - 


an  the  bill  for  the  protection  of  ct 

on  letters  of  marque,  &c.    -         -         -  -    iar» 

[>ndirecttaies 1917,1930 

Dawson,  Mr.,  of  Vii^iiua,  on  the  claim  of  General 

Kosciusko 761, 7«8 

on  the  rules  of  the  UoDae  -        -        -         .  1S9I 
on  the  bill  for  raising  a  providonal  army      -  1683 
Dayton,  Mr.,  of  New  Jersey,  Spesker,  on  the  uk- 

(wer  to  the  President's  Speedi         -         -    646 
on  the  cane  of  Messrs.  Giiawold  aod  Lyon     99C, 
1003,  1004 
his  testimony  in  the  above  case   -  .  1001 

onthebillfor  settlement  of  linuts  with  Qeorgia  1183; 
1384 
on  the  rules  of  the  House  ...  isM 

on  relations  widi  France  .        •  1331,  1340 

on  the  bill  for  raieii^  an  additional  corps  <lf  ar- 

tillery  .        -        -        .  1409,1417,  1433 

on  Um  bill  for  the  purchase  of  cannon,  Ac      1 434, 

1437 

on  the  lull  for  protection  of  trade  1446,  14B4,  I4A8, 

1169,  1461,  1473 

on  additional  revenue        .        -  1597,  1600 

on  tbe  bill  for  rising  a  provisionsl  army   1676,1681 

1736,  1741,  176«,17«3 

on  the  Bupplementsry  bill  -  1939,1940 

on  the  defence  of  merchant  vessels  1905.19)0 

on  the  bill  for  providing  arms  for  the  militim   1937, 

1939,  1931 

on  the  bill  concerning  alien  enemies       1993.  2004 

on  the  bill  authariiing  a  loan       .  .  -  S039 

on  the  protection  of  commerce    -        .         -  3069 

on  the  resolation  for  indeasing  the  mililary 

eatablisbment         ■         .         2089, 309O,  3091 

Debates,  pablicition  of  (See  Carptnier,  7%imm.  J 

Debt  of  the  United  States,  commitlea  appointed  to 

report  what  alterations  are  nece 

act  making  proviaioas  for  the  - 

report  of  the  committee 
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Debt  of  tbo  United  Stilea— contioued.  Page. 

rMolation  inslrocting  ComtnilteeorWayiand 
Mean>  to  refwrt  •  plan  foi  lainng  a  lum 
■officientlo  BaliiTf  demandi  in  ISOl  on  ac- 
count of  de(eri«d  debt,  laid  on  the  table  -     680 

agreed  to 889 

reeolution    inalmctiiig    the    Committee    dd 

CbioiB  to  report   what  fojthei  provicioa 

ought  to  be  mode  for  pajrmeut  of  the  an' 

funded  or  regialered  debt        -        -        -  1^98 

Da  Oraaae,  Count,  petition  of  the  daughtera  of  the 

late,  referred  to  eetect  commitlee      -        -    7  SH 
repoH  made  and  cotomitted  -        -    776 

debated 790 

a  bill  tot  their  relief  tepoited        ...    eOI 
debated B07 


Dennii,  Mr.,  of  Matyland,  oa  the  foreign  iatec- 


e  trill 


897 


on  the  bill  for  roinng  a  proTisianal  arm; 
Dent,  Mr.,  of  Mainland,  elected  Speaker  pro  Itm.  14T8, 
I83G 
Direct  laxea.      (See  Taxtt. ) 

Dabbing,  H.  W.,  report  on  the  petition  of  -        -  1773 
Dockyards,  T<>«datian  reipecling  the  expedieDCjr  of 
Mtabliihing  one  ■»  more  for  tha  uae  of  the 
United  Ststei,  laid  on  the  table        -         -  S034 
committed        ..... 
Doorkeeper  and  hia  Bsnatant,  a  bill  allowing 
penution  to  thezn,  received    - 
considered         .        .        .         .        . 


830 


Dntiee,  leporton  the  petition  of  Nonnan  and  Sher- 
liot,  prspng  remiaaion  of  the   duties  on 
winra  destrojed  by  fire    -         .  .         . 

■  motiDnforappoinling  a  committee  to  inqnire 
into  the  illeratiana  noceiisary  in  the  act  lay- 
ing a  Htimp  daty  upon  vellum,  psrchnienl, 
and  paper      ...... 

amended  end  agreed  to         -         .  «         - 

report  made  end  committod  ... 

a  bill  making  alterBlions  in  said  act  lepoited 

debated 1335 

paaaed 1340 

amendments  concurred  in    ....  1360 
a  bill  to  amend  the  acts  laying  a  duty  o 
tilled  apirita  and  upon  atilla,  reported 
conaidercd         ..... 

■mended  by  tbe  Senate         ....     903 
amendment  disagreed  to      -         -        -         -     910 
the  House  recede        -         -         -         -         .918 
bill  reported  to  continue  the  13th  section  of 
the  act  making  certain  regalations  for  the 
collection  of  interTml  duties      .         .  -   1374 

a  bill  to  continue  in  force  part  of  tbe  set  mak- 
ing fiirtber  provision  for  collecting  the  du- 
ties on  foreign  distilled  qiirits,  wines,  teas, 

Ac,  passed ISS6 

a  bill  further  to  suspend  the  duty  on  »aaS, 
reported        ......  aoai 

passed 8173 


Duties — continued.  Page, 

a  committee  a[^llted  to  report  what  alleta- 
tioM  are  necessiiy  in  the  act  laying  a  duty 
on  stamped  v^um,&c.  .        .        -        -  3)76 
a  bill  to  smend  tbe  act  reported  -        -         •  3170 

paased 8177 

postponed  by  the  Senate  to  the  neit  session  -  S1S3 

Dana,  Mr.,  of  Connecticut,  on  the  impeachment 

of  William  Blount  ....  1474 

on  usurpation  of  ElecnUve  auihoril;   3409,  3B9^ 

3814 

on  stamp  duties         .         .        -        .         -  8B6S 

oa  the  bill  authorizing  the  capture  of  French 

armed  vessels 3942 

on  the  bill  authorizing  a  detachment  of  militia  8078 
nn  the  lull  vesting  the  power  of  retaliation  in 
the  President  of  the  United  States  in  cat' 

on  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill 
authoriung  a  detachment  from  the  militia    30S3 
Dawson,  Mr.,  of  Virginia,  on  the  alien  and  sedi- 
tion Uws       -  8431,  3437,  3146, 3447 
Dayton,  Mr.,  of  New  Jersey,  Speaker,  on  usurpa- 
tion of  Eiecutive  authority     -        -        -  8689 
on  tbe  bill  authorizing  a  detainment  of  the 

militia 8977,3988 

on  tbe  increase  of  the  army  -        -3033,  3041 

thanks  of  the  House 3054 

Dennis,  Mr.,  of  Matyland,  on  uaulpation  of  Ei- 

Bcutive  authoiily 3898 

Distilled  Bpirits.     (See  5pirif>. ) 

Distillera,  a  bill  concerning,  reported  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  -         -          .          -  8033 
Docks,  a  bill  authorizing  the  establishment  o(  re- 
ported   2816 

ordered  to  a  Ibird  reading  .        -        .        .  3833 

passed 3883 

Dntiea,  a  bill  to  regulate  the  coHection  of  the  do- 

ties  on  imports  and  tonnage,  reported        -  8816 
ordered  (o  tbe  ^ird  reading        -         -        -  3831 

passed 3857 

reeolulian  for  instructing  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Menna  to  report  what  additional  du^ 
ought  to  be  laid  upon  drawbacka  allow^ 
upon  goods  exported  from  the  United  States, 
laid  upon  the  table  ....  8907 


Elections,  a  committee  of,  appointed  -        -        -      69 
(See  also,  Cunte*ted  Electimtt.) 

Elmendorph,  Mr.,  of  New  York,  on  the  bill  for 
doMnce  of  tbe  porta  and  harbors  of  the  U. 
States  .         -         -        .       304,313,  319,330 
on  tbe  bill  for  raising  an  additional  corps  of 
artillery a*7 

Embargoes,  resolution  for  appointing  a  commitlee 
to  report  a  bill  lo  authorize  the  Pieaidentto 
lay,  ri^late,  and  revoke  embargoes  daring 
the  recess  of  Congieas,  laid  on  the  table     .     380 

Evans,  Mr. ,  of  Virginia,  on  the  atuwer  to  the  Pre- 
sident's Sptsech      ....       69,198 

Sxpatrialion,  a  bill  to  prohibit  citizens  of  the  U. 
Slalea  from  entering  the  service  ot  any  tor. 
eigD  Power,  reported      ....     381 
debated M8 
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BrpatriBtion — coctinued.  Page. 

motion  to  Btrike  out  the  8lh  Eection  of  ths  tnti  949 

canted      ----...  358 

diaagreed  to  bjr  the  Hoaae  -        -        .        .  366 

fuither  coQudeiatian  of  the  bill  postponed      -  356 
reaolution  tor  a  conmiiltee  to  bring  in  a  new 
bill,  witliout  the  eipatriation  claiuri,  ne- 

galived  ......  357 

Edgar,  William,  r«pott  on  the  ptlitloo  of,  consid- 
ered     iseo 

Edmond,  Mi.,   of  Connecticut,   on   the   Quaker 

niBmoris] B67 

on  the  icta  of  limitation       -  -         -         -     TIS 

on  the  memorial  of  Captain  Msgnien'i  gren - 

■dier  company  .....  [7ie 
onthebilirDrprolectiaa  of  commerce  18!3,  S07T, 
SOBO 
on  the  defence  of  merdiant  vea«la  -  .  1918 
on  the  bill  to  provide  srme  Cor  the  mililia  .  1933 
on  the  bill  mipplemeDtary  to   lbs  bill  to  raise 

>  pioviHonal  anuj' '        ....  I9G3 

on  the  bill  reapccting  alien  enemisB      -         .  SOUS 

on  abrogation  of  Ireatlea    ....  31E7 

Electiona,  committee  of  appointed       ...    627 

(See  also,  Contated  Ekclionl.) 
Blmendorph,  Mr.,  of  New  York,  oa  the  acts  of 

his  Intimonj  in  the  case  of  Hessn.  Griiwold 
and  Lyon      ......  1065 

Embeadement,  redolution  rristive  to  the  embesle- 

ment  of  xddiers'  wages,  laid  on  the  table  .  131B 

Evidence,  a  bill  reapecling  &t  mode  of  taldng  evi- 
dence in  contested  electionB.  (See  Con- 
teiltd  Etutiont.) 

EzecutiTe  DeparttDents,  committee  appointed  to  re. 
port  what  alterations  are  necessary  in  Ihe 
■ereral  seta  for  eataUiahing  the  depart- 
ments, as  respecta  Ihe  eellleoient  of  their 

a  bill  to  ammd  the  nid  acts  reported     - 

paned      .......  2176 

Ezpcoditures,  resolntion  in  relation  to  cetreoch. 
ment  in  the  public,  laid  an  the  table 
disagreed  to      -        -        ... 
report  of  eipenditurei  in  the  Milltarr  and  Na- 
val department^  leceived  and  referred 
Extn  con^tensation,  a  bill  aUowing,  to  certain  i^. 

cera  of  both  Houses,  pawed     -        -        .  SISl 


Edmond,  Mr.,ofCannei;licut,  on  thatlien  and  se- 

dition  laws  .-..--  MSb 
on  the  impeachment  of  William  Blount  -  948S 
on  Ihe  uaarpation  of  Executiie  auttiority  3.197, 3846 
on  the  molian  for  printing  the  deepatdias  from 

the  American  Ministers  at  Paris  -  .  S73B 
on  the  bill  vesting  the  power  of  retaliation  in 

the  Prcndent,  in  ceiinin  casn  3046 

Egglealon,  Mr.,  of  Virginia,  on  the  alien  and  sedi- 

Hon  laws  .  -  34ig,  3799,  S88S,  3899 
onnniipation  of  Executtve  authoritj  -  -  3689 
on  the  motion  for  prinling  the  despatches  from 

the  American  Ministers  at  Paria  -  -  8736 
on  the  bill  to  snspend  commerdal  intercourse 

with  Franca STBO 

n  of  tiie  Navy         .         .  3867 


EggleatoD,  Mr.,  of  Virginia — continued.  Fih, 

in  the  bill  vesting  the  power  of  retaUation  in 

the  Prettden^  in  certain  cases.       -       -  ii\% 
m  the  increase  of  the  Army        -       •       .  3t)t 
Elnctiona,  committee  of,  appointed      .        -        .  H\% 
Executive  authority,  resolution  far  s  commtteeto 
inquire  into  Ihe  expediency  of  loieadii; 
the  act  for  punishment  of  certain  crima 
againat  the  llnited  States,  so  as  to  eilend 
lis  penallies  to  persons  usnrping  tbe  iiMa- 
tiveantbority  ther.of,  laid  im  tbe  tsMe     -MM 
taken  up  and  debated  -        .       ■  34S3,  IHt 

^reed  to,  end  a  committee  appointed  -       -  tHS 
(9ee  Crima (Bid  Uiurpaiion.) 
Executive  officers,  resolulion  for  in>(riicttng  Com- 
millee  of  Ways  and  Means  to  report  1  hiU 
for  augmenting  ths  aalariee  of  cauin,  kid 

on  the  ubis VH 

taken  op  aitd  oommitted      ....  tTK 
a  Inll  for  said  purpose  reported,  and  comcoil' 

ted Wtl 

debated tm 

biUloit tm 

a  lesidution  for  increasing  the  aalsries  of  llw 
principal  officers  of  the  GuvemnieDt,  lud 

on  the  table Mtt 

Senate  Inll  for  augmenting  Ihe  sBlaiiesoll  n. 

ceived »IJ 

debate  on  a  motion  to  reject  it     -        -      -  3119 

btU  passed m 

Exports,  Ac,  a  statement  i^  received       -      •  M 
Extra  compensation,  a  liUl  allowing  ofGcers  of  bodi 

Houses,  reporlnd  and  committed     •      -  KIT 
ordered  to  be  engrossed      •        .        -      -  HSi 


Federal  City,  report  Irom  tbe  Coi 


the 


(See  Wai&irtglon.) 
Florida  boundary,  message  on  the  subject  of  lilt  ■  W 
committed         -        -         .        .        .       -  SH 
Foreign  Powers,  comioittse  appoioted  to  nipnt  i 
bill  for  prohibiting  dtizens  of  the  UniUil 
States  fifom  ontering  ihe  service  of   -       -   *' 
(See  Expairiaiion.) 
Fortifications,  leaalution  calling  on  the  Secnivj 

of  War  for  a  list  of,  laid  on  tbe  table        •   ^^ 
(See,  also,  Portt  and  Harbort.) 
Freeman,  Mr.,  of  New  Hampshire,  on  the  aniwd 

to  the  Prcndent'a  Speech        -        .       -    9> 


Findley,  Mr.,  of  Pennsylvsnia,  on  the  ftirwgniii- 

teroaarse  bill  -        -        .        .       -  9H 

onthecasaofMessn.  OriswoldandLyoD  - '"^ 
on  additional  revenue  ~  •  -  -  \ve 
on  Ihe  bill  for  raisingaproviijona]  army  ISM,  lis 
has  leave  cf  absence  for  the  leraaindei  of  the 


Fine  arts,  committee  appointed  to  report  <Hi  llu  pro- 
priety of  passing  nnactgjvingartiitstpr^ 
erty  in  their  productions  -         -        -I* 

(See  Vit/ulArU.) 

Folwell's  Joumats  of  the  Old  Congress,  reaotulkn 
for  subscribing  for  them.  (8es.&uniB& 
of  Congren.) 
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Iviii 


dwir  report 698 

debate  on  it 717,724 

a  re»lution  for  Eiupending  m  moeh  of  the  act 
ralHtiTe  to  oWer  coin.  Sec.,  u  rartnina  tbe 
c  rcDlation  of  foreign  coins       -        -        -     7SS 
a  bill  for  auapending  the  Mamd  aection  of  tbe 

let  regulating  foreign  coina,  leportcd         -     TBS 
oidend  to  be  eagroaaeil       .         .         -         -     7S7 

paaaed 758 

the  amendmeDta  of  the  Senate  agreed  to        -     908 
Fomgn  intercoane,  ■  bill  proridiag  the  Eoeana  o^ 

reported  and  committed  -         -         -         -     S30 

debated B48,  1088,  1099 

pami 1384 

FoTeign  service,  motion  for  appointing 
tee  to  report  a  bill  to  prohibit 
cttiEena  from  entering  the  military  oi  naval 
■ervice  of  fbrngn  Poweri         -         -         -      70G 
agTeed  to,  and  a  commitlee  appointed  -         -     80 1 
Fort  Mifflin,  latter  on  the  gabject  of  i  dangmaDi 
niQtin;diHCo*ered«inangthe*««eli  In  quar- 
antine at        .         .         -  -         '  -  S0S7 
memorial  on  the  Bul^eet,  reeei<ed  and  cmn- 

milled  -. 3058 

FortificatioTui,  debate  on  the  ambject  of         -        -  13B0 

(Bte  Port*  and  Harbors.') 
PoQodriea,  a  bill  to  enable  the  Praaident  to  pnr- 
chase  or  lease  one  or  mora  fbondriea,  re- 
cei«ed  andcommitud  -        -        -  iggfl 

reported U9lt 

Foaler,  Mr.  Dwigfat.  of  Maeaaehnaetta,  on  the  bill 
for  raBaf  of  the  legal  repreaeDtaliTee  of  de- 
ceased officers        .....    811 
on  additional  reveDue         -        .        .        .  IBM 
Prtcaa  in  the  Honse.    (See  Brtaeh  of  Priviltge.) 
Franca,  a  meange  oommnnicating  da^nlchee,  Ac , 

from  the  American  Enm^a     -         .  ISOO,  2019 
debate  '  n  going  into  committee  on  the  aabject 
of  relatioDE  with 1S6S 

.  1836 

-  1837 

-  18S4 
■   1856 

-  I8e« 

-  1869 

paaaed 1SS6 

amended  by  the  Senate      ....  igga 

amendmenta  concnrrcd  in  -        -        .        .  leg/ 
a  bill  in  addition  and  aapplementai;  to  the 

above,  reported      .....  al79 

•  ■        -  .  8178 

-  8180 
negatived          ......  al81 

a  bill  from  Ute  Senate  to  amend  the  nid  act, 

received        ......  SI83 


a  bill  for  that  purpoae  reported 
debated    -         -         -        - 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
furtber  debated  - 


anndij  reaolatuma  on  the  nibject  of  our  rala- 
tiona  irilb,  laid  on  the  table    ... 

debated 

liirther  eonaideralion  poatponed   -  - 

a  bill  from  th"  Senate  fra  the  abragationof  the 


Pago. 
Fiaocc,  a  tnti  from  the  Senate  for  the  abrogation  of 

the  treatiei  with,  debated  -        -  S063,S1S« 

paiaad      -         -  ....  3127 

amendnien'a  concurred  in   -         -        '        -  3183 
resolution  requeating  tlie  President  to  instruct 
Mr.  Gen?  to  proceed  with  the  negoCiationa, 
preaenled,  and  aAamards  withdrawn         -  308S 
again  preaented         .        .         .        -        .  3064 


reeotution  for  appnnting  a  committee  to  report 
on  the  expediency  of  declaring,  b;  legiala- 
tive  action,  the  eiistiDg  alale  of  lelatisna 

with 31U 

debated 3118 

negatived 3130 

Frank,  John,  a  bill  for  the  rdief  of,  reported       •    818 
paaaed      --...->    Big 
Franking  ptivil^e,  a  bill  granting  it  to  the  At- 
tom»  General  and  to  the  oflicer  command- 
ing the  United  States  troopa,  pawed         -  1030 
a  bill  granting  it  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 

passed 1997 

a  bill  granting  it  to  the  Supervisors  of  the  Re- 
venue, passed 3067 

French  armed  vessels,  a  bill  to  encourage  the  cap- 
ture ot,  received  and  coaumlted        -        -  8173 

rejected 3177 

resolutions  anthoriiing  the  capture  of  French 

cruisen 1783 

laid  on  the  table 1784 

debated I7»7 

eommilted 1313 

reported  - IBH 


rival  oQ  from  Port-aa- Prince,  receiv- 
ed and  contmitted  ■        -        -        .        -  S0G7 
a  taU  on  the  sabject  reported        -        -         -  0068 
poatpanad  to  the  next  sesiiaD      -        -        -  20S7 
bill  from  tfaeSeoatB  to  regulate  the  landing  o^ 

debated 8068 

poMponed  to  the  nail  aeaaian       -        -         -  3087 
PtontierB,  Committee  of  Claims  directed  to  report 
on  the  eipediraicy  of  extending  the  set  of 
Jane,  1794,  in  addition  to  the  act  tor  die 
farther  protection  of  the  frontiers      -         -     B3S 
report  of  the  committee      •        •        -         -    946 
(See  tVufoior  and  Orp/utns.) 


France,  a  bill  forther  to  auqiend  cranmerdal  inter- 
coane with,  reported      ....  3564 
debateon  a  motion  to  talte  up  the  bill  -        -  3733 
taken  up  and  debated        S740,  3754,  3771,  8786 

pasaed -  3701 

amendments  concurred  in   •        -        -        •  3833 
a  maasage  from  the  President  enclonng  a  de- 
cree of  the  French  Directory     -        -        -  S79& 
French  aimed  vsaselB,  a  bill  to  tmcourage  the  cap- 
ture o(,  reported    -        ...         -  3633 

debated 3937,  8985 

rejected 3964 

Preach  citiuns,  a  bill  conconing  those  who  have 

been,  or  may  be  brought  in  as  pHioneis    -  3017 

passed 8013 

French  debts,  memorial  finm  sundry  merahania  on 

Ihe  subfect  o^  presented  and  committed    -  3490 
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Houte  ProceetUagt  and  Dehatea. 


rimsT  UMioB.  Plge. 

GtlUtJD,  Mt.,  of  Peimtj'lvsilia,  on  the  Ao«wer  to 

the  PreaideDfi  Speech    71,113,192,196,308, 

316,  S17,  SZ6,  S2T,  330,  S3t 

on  defcDtire  mewuiea      241,  344,  3bB,  37T,  38S, 

389,  390 

na  Uu  bill  to  prevent  die  eiportatioD  of  hrou, 

Ac 

on  ihe  bill  for  the  defence  of  porta  utd  hw- 

boi^     -        80S,  307,  91G,  316,  317,  318,  333 
on  the  IhII  for  railing  an  addidoiuJ  corpe  of 

artillery 320,330 

oneipitriation  -        -        ,        .        .         . 
<ta  the  bill  for  protection  of  the  trade  of  the 

Ilniled  Stale*         -       863,  366,  376,  378,  38S 

on  atemp  duties         3B5,  3S9,  401,  407,  410,  413 

414,416,  417,  419,  430,  431,  423,  4S7 

on  additional  appropriations         -        -     43S,  43S 

on  theduliesonult  -         -        -        -     443,44s 

on  the  bill  to  anthoriie  a  loui     -        -     444,  44G 

on  the  impeachment  of  William  Blount  450,  467, 

4Sg,  460,  463,  464 

GUUeTi,  a  THolutioD  suthoriang  the  PreeideDtto 

provide  galleye  or  other  veaMla  for  defence 

of  thecoait,  taken  up  and  debated    - 

amended  and  agreed  to       -        -        .        - 

a  bill  reported 

debated 

committee  diacharged  from  Airther  coniiderB- 
tion  of  the  bill      ' 
CXIea,  Mr.,  of  Virginia,  on  the  election  of  Clerk   SI,  63 
on  appointing  a  commitlee  on  anfiniahed  buai- 

nsM 60,61,  63,83 

<M  the  Aniner  to  the  Preaidaifa  Speech      67,  70, 

>6,   lOe,    109,138,    143,    194,    I9B,  311,  SIS, 

317,  318 

on  defennve  meuoraa    340,  344,  S48,  377,  388, 

394,  396 

on  appointing   a  Committee  of  Wayi  and 

Moana 398 

on  the  hill  for  the  defence  of  port*  and  har- 

bora 304,  80S,  333 

on  the  bill  for  taiaing  an  additional  corpe  of 

artillery        ....     333,  S4I,  346 

on  expatriation  .....     3e4,  366 

on  the  bill  ba  protection  of  the  trade  of  the 

United  atatea      360,  384,  SBfi,  368,  371,  382, 

SS4 

on  itamp  dutiee 389,  406 

Oilleipie,  Mr.,  of  North  Carolina,  on  the  bUI  for 

raisng  an  additional  carp*  of  arlilleiy         .     847 
Ooodiich,  Mr.,  of  Conoecticul,  on  Ifae  Answer  U> 

the  Pnaident'i  Speech    -        -  -    219 

OD  i^pointing  an  ^enl  for  Britiah  daima     -     S91 
on  stunp  duties         .....     429 
Garioa,  Mr.,  of  New  Bampdiire,  on  the  Answer 

to  the  Prcsident'a  Speech        .       195, 316,  319 
«n  theUllloprerenl  the  exportation  of  arms, 

Ac 348 

on  axpsiriation  --.--.    865 

on  stamp  dnliea         ....     397,  433 

on  the  i[niioachment  of  WiUiam  Blount    460,  461 

Oreone,  Rfv.  Qi.,  elected  Chaplain   ...      69 

Otiawoid,  Mr.,  of  Connecticut,  od  the  Answer  to 

the  Prandent'a  Speech    ....      93 


..coin  susio...  P«g.. 

Gallatin,  Mr.,  of  PennsjlTaoia,  on  the  motion  for 
excusing  Mr.  L70D,  of  Vermont,  from  at- 
tending  the  cerenxHij   of  peaentiag  ttw 
Address  to  the  President         -        .         .     6S1 
on  IIm  Quaker  memoritil  ...     660 

on  granting  lesTe  to  the  committee  on  the  pn>- 

(eciioa  of  commerce  10  Tq»rt  by  bill  694. 695.  6M 
on  the  ads  of  limitation     -        .        -     700.71) 
on  fiireigD  coins        -        -       718, 732,  732.  SOS 
on  the  bill  auihoriiing  the  Preaiderit  (o  poM- 
pooe  the  meeting  of  Congnss  in  certun 

cases 736.  73S 

on  the  bill  for  the  rehef  of  the  repreeentitiTes 

of deoeased  ofEcen          ....     sij 
on  naval  aj^copriations      ...     833,  888 
on  expenditnTea  for  the  naval  service    .        -     S32 
on  the  foreign  intercoune  Ull      -    856,  88S,  1 1 18 
onlhecaaeofMeasrt.  GiiswoldsndLTon997,  1006^ 
1063,  1067 
on  stamp  duties         -        •        -        -1073,1076 
on  relations  with  Fianoe   1363,1337,  1363,  1370^ 
3118,  SISO 
onthebiUforsettlemmtoflimitawithGaai^  ISBl,- 
1384,  1909 
on  the  rales  of  the  Houaa    -                 .1390,1394  1 
on  the  bill  for  relief  of  ack  and  disabled  sea- 
men          -  1391 

on  the  bill  for  defence  of  potts  and  harbors      -   1399 
on  the  bill  for  laiang  an  addilinul  corps  of  ar- 
tillery   -         ■      1406,  1411,  1416,  1418,  1430 
on  the  bill  for  tfae  paichaae  of  cannon,  Ac     1436, 
1438 
on  the  bill  for  the  protectian  of  the  trade  of  the 
United  Statea         14S5,  1463,  1466, 1475, 1508 
on  the  bill  for  raising  a  fnnvislonal  ann;   1520,  1538, 
1631,   1655,    1689,    1693,    1785,     1742,    17S2 
1936.  1837 
on  the  military  appropriation  lall  -        -  1M4.  15S< 
on  the  bill  for  eaiafalidiing  the  Navy  Depwt- 

mcnt -  IMS 

I5SI,  1776,  177S 
.    1591 
1597,  1601,  1616 
Oil  the  memorial  of  Captain  Magnien'a  grea. 

adiercompany       ....  1711,  1732 
on  ^  bill  concemiog  alien  enemies    iTTSBk  1791, 
1793,  1793,  1978,  1998,1003.  2036 
on  the  inMmctiona  to  eommandera  of  amied 

veasele 1M9 

on  the  bill  for  the  protection  of  the  commerce 

of  the  United  States        -        1880,  1831,  Y079 

<m  diiect  taiea  183T,   1848,   1893,   1018,  30b*. 

3054,3067,  IITS 

on  compeiHUion  to  collacton       ...  1856 

on  the  bill  to  suspend  commeirial  iatarcouiae 

with  France 1881 

on  the  adjournment  -  .  -  -  .1 B76 
on  letters  of  marque,  &c.  -  -  -  .  1 88 1 
on  the  defence  of  merchant  vewals  1906, 1913,  ISI5 
on  aeditjoas  practices  ....  1964 

on  the  bill  supplementary  to  thelnll  to  provide 

an  additional  armament  .        -         2033,  3183 
on  the  tnU  to  anthoriie  a  loan  3037,  8038,  3039, 
tCM4 
on  the  tnll  to  n^cnlate  the  landing  of  Frendi 

emigrants      ..---.  H>66 
on  the  Jneraase  ^  military  establidLmsat  3089,  3 IM 
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House  Pnxxtding*  and  Debate*. 


GklUtiD,  Mr.,  of  Peniujlvania — continued.  Page, 

on  the  puDuhoient  of  crimei       3107,  3188,  3166 
on  the  tbrogUion  of  tiestiea        ...  sue 
Oalleji,  roMlulioa  autborizing  the  President  to 

boildandequipacerUuDDumbeio^reponed  1313 
a  bill  from  the  SsDate  to  Mithoriia  the  Preoi. 
dent  to  provide  a  Dumber  of  amall  Tnniln  or 

gallBys,  received IfiM 

oommiUad i660 

ordered  to  the  (hinl  reading         -        -        •1663 

V^ I6B7 

■  bill  to  antend  said  act,  reported  -        .  isTe 

ordered  to  Ibe  third  reiiding         ...  igi7 

PMWd      - IS36 

Gaanett,  Deborah,  potitioa  o^  prajing  compen- 
satioD  for  her  service!  u  a  ■oldiei  in  the 
war  of  tbe  Havolubon,  preeentad  and  com 
mitled  -  -  w  .  .  .  . 
Oeaigia,  a  lemonetrance  ftom  tbe  LegialattiTe  •!, 
in  lelatioD  to  the  law  regulating  ttide  and 
intercoune  with  the  ludiaa  liibei,  and  in 
rslatioo  to  the  operation  of  (he  eiiiting  trea- 
tise with  certain  Indiana,  referred  to  a  select 


-  1377 
.  13Bt 

-  laas 

-  1398 


'  1306 


motion  to  etnke  out  a  claun  in  the  bill  proi 
ding  tbat  ■laver;  ebatl  not  be  forbidden 
the  Hiisiaeippi  Tairitory  -        - 

motion  negalited       -        .        -        .        .  1313 
biU  ordered  to  third  reading         -        ,         .  1313 

pawed 1318 

Gika,  Mr.,  of  Virginia,  onatamp  dulaea       -        -  1079 

on  relation!  with  France  1366,  1362,  L833,  13S3, 

133S,  1346,  1366,  136S 

on  tbe  bill  for  an  amicable  uttlement  of  Uinita 

with  Oeorgia  .        -        .        .        .  tsug 

Qilkapia,  Mr,,  of  North  Carolina,  hU  testimonj 

the  case  of  Hesara.  Oriewold  and  Ljon 
Olooceater,  a  bill  eetabliibing  an  annual  sajar;  f 

the  BtLTa^or  of  the  port  0^  passed    - 
Goodrich,   Mr.,  of  Connecticut,  on  land  titlee 


on  the  foreign 
on  the  caae  of  Heaara.  Griawold  and  Ljoa 
his  leatimony  ia  the  aboTe  ease  - 
Gordon,  Mr.,  of  New  Hampahir^  ra  the  ()uakei 


lOSl 


SI3S 


6S6 


OD  the  bill  lo  regulate  tlie  nkode  of  taking 

dence  incasesofconleatad  electlooB  -  .-_ 

his  t«rtiDODa;iiitbecaaeof  Mesaia.  Griawold 
and  Lyon      ......   lost 

on  atamp  duties 

Ml  the  rulsa  of  the  House    -         -  

OD  the  bill  for  settlement  oflimits  with  Georgia  1305, 
1308 
on  relations  with  Franw     -        -        -         -  1363 
on  the  bill  far  raising  aa  additional  corpe  of 

artiUery U3i 

on  the  bill  for  the  parcbaae  of  camnoii,  &c.  -  1430 
on  the  bill  respecting  alien  enemiaa  -  1983 

an  direct  taxes SOSS 

6n  the  bill  tor  the  prateetioD  of  commerce      -  S0B2 
on  the  abrogation  of  treattea        ...  S133 


Pag* 
Great  Britain,  reaotulion  for  abrogating  the  treatiaa 

with,  preeenled  and  afierwardl  nilhdiawn  18B3 
QreMie,  Rst.  Dr.,  elected  Chaplain     ■        -  '"' 

Gtenadiers,  Cept  Magnien'a  memoiisl  from,  pie- 
debate  on  the  reference  of  the  memorial 
Oriswold,  Mr.,  of  Connecticut,  on  the  foreign  in 


1707 
1708 
1734 


Be  bill  - 


890 


Qriawold  and  Lyon,  Uessn.,  teaolution  for  eipel- 
ling  them  from  tbe  House  for  disorderly  con- 
duct      1036 

a  resolution  requiring  them  to  pledge  them- 
selies  to  commit  no  act  of  violence  during 
tbe  uesion  of  the  House,  pn^oaed  and  de- 
bated    iO40 

agieedto 10« 

(See,  also,  Brtaeh  of  Privilege.) 
Grove,  Mr,  of  North  Catolina  on  tbe  bill  tor  the 
dflfBDce  of  the  ports  and  haibora  of  tbe  Uni- 
ted States 1S87 


Gallatin,   Mr.  of  Petmsylvinia  on  the  alien  and 

sedition  lans  2433, 3801,  3889,  2900, 2957,  3993 
on  the  impeachmeiit  of  William  Blount  -  S4B6 
on  usurpation  of  Executive  authority  249H,  3513, 
3535,  3584,  2596,  2595,  3637,  3G8t,  2683,  S70S 
onslampdutiei  25^9,  !5G  1,3669,3570,3571,2573 
3574,  S303,  3308,  2813,  3314 
on  relations  with  Prance     -         -         .        .  8671 

on  the  bankrupt  bill 3648 

on  mlee  of  tbe  House         -  -         .  .  3730 

on  pritltjDg  the  dnapatcbes  from  the  Aiuerican 

Envoya  at  Paris  -  '  . "  .  "  "  "736 
on  the  bill  to  suspend  commercial  intercourse 

with  France  2746,  1369,  2774,  3783,  2787 
on  the  BugmentaUan  of  the  Navy  -  28X3,  2869 
on  the  bill  Testing  the  power  of  retaliation  in 

the  Preaident,  in  certain  eases  -  2810,  3046 
on  the  bill  to  authoriie  the  capture  of  French 

armed  veesels  .  -  .  .  .  3037 
on  a  reiolution  for  expelling  Mr.  Lyon  -  3S69 
on  the  bill  authorizing  a  detachment  of  tbe 

militia 2978,  3068 

on  the  increase  of  the  army  -        -  3U24,  3033 

Oanam,  Taylor,  and  Jones,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of, 

reported «»» 

paaaed 8798 

Georgia,  report  on  the  remoosuanoe  of  the  Legis- 

iatiire  o^  committed       ...        -  948S 

debated 3547 

report  concurred  in  and  a  bill  ordered  -        '  SSIO 
(8ee  Indiaiu.'i 
Ooodrich,  Mr.,  afConnecticnt,ODtlkeb{UtoauapeDd 

commercial  intercourae  with  France  -  3709 
on  the  tnll  lo  audioriie  the  capture  of  Freneh 

armed  ve»aeU M31 

Gordon,  Mr.,  of  New  Hampdiire,  on  the  alien  ai)d 

sedition  laws  -        -  B44(l,  3450,  3790 

on  the  impeachment  of  William  Blount       -  3470 
an  impreasment  of  seamen  .        -         -  3664 

on  sUmp  dntiw      -  -    2660,  3563,  366S 

on  the  bankrupt  bill         -        -        -    3583,  3664 
on  the  lili  vesting  the  power  of  retaliation  in 
the  Preaident  in  certain  casei  -        .        -  8908 
Greene,  Rev,  Dr.,  elected  Ch^ilain    -        -        -  8416 
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Page. 
'Onawold,  Mr,,  of  Counecticat,  on  the  uiurpaliaii 

oTEiecative  BDthorit?    !MS8,  3491,  2B9>,  3S07 


Bvbon.     (See  Porli  and  Harbor*.) 

Huper,  Mr,,  of  South  Ciroltni,  on  the  annver  to 

the  Prendenl's  Speech    108,  136,  142,  16!f,  306, 
311,317,  216,233 
on  the  bill  to  prevent  tlie  exportation  of  wm», 

Ac. 250,  251 

on  defeiuive  meanures      3.14,  261,  374,  379,  SB6, 

390,  396 

on  the  bill  for  defence  ufthe  ports  and  hvbors 

of  the  United  States      -      .100,310,313,313, 

318,  319 

on  the  bill  for  raising  on  addition*!  corps  of 

Mttller; 337 

on  the  iHtt  lo  prohibit  Aotericancitiieus  enter- 
ing the  serrice  of  foreign  t*owen      -      352,  364 
on  the  bill  for  prolectioo  of  the  trade  of  the 

United  Stslea  .  -  .  .  364, 333 
on  nampdntiea  398,899,403,406,416,410,434 
on  additional  appiopriationa        -        •     43fi,  439 

on  the  duty  on  nil 44S 

on  the  bill  to  aolhoriie  s  loan      .        -        -    444 
on  the  irapewJuneni  of  William  Blount    466, 467, 
460,  461 
Htrtlej,  Mr.,  of  Penniylvania,  on  appointing  a 

committee  on  unfiniihed  buainea  -  60,  61,  63 
ui  the  anevrer  (o  the  l>i«nden('a  Speech  06,  300 
on  the  bill  for  defence  of  the  porta  and  h>r- 

benof  the  United  Statea  ■  -  -317 
on  the  IhII  autboriiijig  a  detachment  from  the 

militia  -        - 388 

on  the  bill  f(«  rainng  an  additionsl  corpa  of 

•rtilleij 346,347 

Hcveoi,  Mt.,  ofNem  York,  on  the  anawer  to  the 

Preaident'a  Speech  -  -         -  -     330 

n  the  bill  to  prevent  the  exportation  of 


ic.      -        .        -        -■  .        ^261 

on  the  bill  for  the  defence  of  the  porta  and  har- 
boia     ..        -         -        303, 804,  310, 313, 313 

[HI  the  bill  to  prevent  citiiena  of  the  United 
Statei  trom  entering  the  aervice  of  foreign 
Powera 348 


ilper,  Mr.,  of  South  Carolina,  on  theaniwai  to 

the  FreddenE'a  Speech    •       636,  638,  646,  647 
ontheRoleeorthaHoiMe  -  -        -    641 

on  appointing  a  committee  to  report  ■  bill  to 
proTidi:  for  a  uniform  ajrtem  of  bankrupt' 

•7 848,  644 

on  ue  reference  of  the  Preaident'a  Speech    -     663 

on  Ae  Quaker  memorial     -        ...    668 

on  the  bill  rsapecting  the  mode  of  taking  eri- 

d*ne«  in  eaMi  of  conleMad  electioni    -        684, 

686,  687 

on  gmlhig  leave  to  the  Commitlea  on  the 

Protecti<Hl  of  Commerce,  to  report  by  bill 


720 


ID  the  bill  to  eulhoriie  the  Fnndnil 
pone  the  meeting  of  Congren  in  certain 
eawa 736, 787 

in  the  bill  for  the  protection  of  commerce    -   766, 
774,  1816,  SD7I 


ID  the  bill  for 


on  the  bill  fbr  ndai 
m  the  bill  fbr  the  p 


Harper,  Mr.,  of  South  Carolina — continued.  I*>f  • 

on  the  report  on  the  petition  of  the  danghtelB 

of  Count  de  Oraoe  -      79S,  796 

on  Naval  appropriatians      -      SSI,  833,  833,  837 

on  Naval  expendituree        .        .        .        _     831 

on  the  fbioga  intercoorae  bill  863,  869,  1 169 

Harper,  Mr.,  of  8oa&  Carolina,  on  the  case  of 

Mesfra-Griawold  and  Lyon  978,981,1005,  1038, 

1067 

onatamp  duties         ....  1070,  1074 

onrelationa  with  France     I3SS,  1309, 1331,  1341, 

1353,  1360.  136* 

of  Kmila  with  Oeor- 

377,  1379, 1181,  1383,  IS83. 

1S84,  1399,  1306 

.   1421 
I,  dtc    -  14S8, 
1491,  1439 
OB  the  bill  for  the  protection  of  the  trade  of 

the  United  Statca  1445,  1461,  1466.  ISSO 

on  the  bill  for  railing  a  provisional  army  -  16S9, 
1646.  1691,  1706,  1747,  1764 
on  the  Mipplementary  tnll  -  193«,  1936, 1»40, 
I94S,  !»45 
on  Ibe  military  ap[Roprialien  tall  1548,  1544, 1664 
on  dM  bill  for  eataUishii^  Uie  Navy  Deput- 

men! 1549 

on  the  naturaliiatioD  law   •  1667,  1668, 1669 

on  preeenta  to  Miaiatera    -        -        •         .  1681 
on  addilional  tevenoe  1697,  1604,  1615,  1631 

on  the  memorial  of  Captain  Magnien'B  gmu' 

dier  company        .....  1714 
on  the  bill  canceming  aliea  enemies     1786,  1989, 
1097,  1996,  3000.  2033 
on  the  inatructiona  lo  commuiden  of  armed 

vonli 1798 

ondirectUxes   -        -       1838,  1893,  1804,  ItSA, 

3063,  3058 

on  compcnation  to  coliecton      -         -         -  1867 

on  the  volunUer  awvice       ....  1873 

on  letters  of  marqnc,  &c.    -        -        -         -  1 871 

on  the  defence  of  merehanl  vnnela         -  1907,  1916 

on  the  bill  to  provide  aima  (or  the  militia      -  1938, 

1931,  193S,  193S 

on  the  hill  lo  antbome  a  loan      3037,  9038,  3043, 

3045,  3046 

on  (he  bill  lo  regulate  the  landing  of  Prencji 

emigtaou      ......  3066 

on  the  iocreafe  of  the  Military  Eatablidmieitt  8091 
on  the  bill  for  punishment  (^  ctimca      310S,  2164 
on  dw  abrogation  of  treaties                          >  3195 
on  the  bill  supplementary  to  the  bill  to  ana- 
pend  commercial  intereonrae  with  Fnnee  317B, 
3179 
on  the  bill  to  amend  aaidUll        -        ■        -9183 
on  ^  bill  to  provide  an  addilional  naval  ar- 
mament         3IS3 

Baniaon,  Mr.,  of  Virginia,  on  the  Mil  lo  provide 

anna  for  the  militia         ....   1998 
on  relatbna  with  France      ■        .        -3116,3119 
Hartley,  Mr.,  of  Pennnylvania,  on  the  tall  tor  the 

protection  of  commerce  -        -        -   768,  I8SS 
)n  the  report  mi  the  petition  of  the  daughters 

df  Coont  de  Oraase        ....     79) 
m  reladon*  with  France    ...  1364,  1369 
m  the  Hit  for  settlement  oflimita  with  Oeor. 
gia 1309 
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Htitle?,  Mr.,  orP«nTMyIvsnm— continaed.  P*ge. 

on  the  bill  for  defence  of  the  pode  uid  bar- 
ban  of  the  United  Statea         -        -         -   1398 
on  tbe  UU  for  raiung  an  addilioaa]  eorpa  of  ar- 

tilhi7 1403,  1417.  1420 

Oa  the  Mil  for  the  parchana  of  cannon,  9k..  -  1 437 
(mthe  bill  for  raising  a  proTJaional  arniy  1689,  1769 
OD  the  memorial  of  Cqjtain  Magnien'a  grono- 

dier  eompaii;  -  -  -  '  -  -  1 7 1 S 
on  the  l>ill  to  authoriie  a  loan  ...  3040 
oa  the  bill  to  regulals  the  landing  of  French 

emigianta 2064 

Havens,  Mr.,  of  New  Yoili,  on  foreign  coin*  730,  806 
hii  teitimon  J  in  the  case  of  Mesera.  Qiiawold 

and  Lyon 10B3 

on  the  foreign  intereoune  bill       .         -         -   1084 
HiQ,  Henry,  report  on  the  petition  at,  committed    639 

debated 680 

.     681 


report  agreed  to         .        -         - 
H^mw,  Mr.,  of  Virginia,  on  direct  taiee  •  S060 

Ho«mer,  Mi.,  of  New  Y<nk,  hk  tiatimonj  in  the 

caaaof  Mesara.  Oriswotd  and  Lyon  -  1016 

Hnrlbnt,  Captain  George,  a  bill  fbi  the  relief  of 

the  l^al  repiesentatiirai  of,  preeanted        >    746 


recommitted 


Hupec,   Mr.,  of  Sooth  Carolina,  on   the  alien 

and  aedilion  bws  ■  S3S6,  3439,  S43S,  3436, 
3447,  SS88,  39ST,  3968 
on  the  reaolnlion  fcir  diatributing  copies  of 

the  Conxtitnlion 3463 

«n  the  bankrupt  bill  ■         .  2466,  3469 

on  the  impeachment  of  William  Blount  S4T6,  348T 
on  the  ceDiut  bill      .         -  -        -  3493 

on  omrpat'oa  of  Executiie  authorit;  350S,  3a3S, 
3617,  S703 
on  (tamp  datiea  3566,  3563,  3B05,  3606,  38 1 1 
on  nilae  of  the  Hoiue  ....  3738 
an  the  resolutioa  for  printing  the  deipatchea 

from  Che  American  Envoys  al  Farii  -  3793 

00  the  bill  fhrlber  to  suspend  commercial  io- 

larcoucee  with  Prance    .        -  3746,  3774 

OD  the  angmeotation  of  the  Navy  -  -  3836 
OD  the  lull  voBting  the  power  of  retaliation  in 

the  Preaident  in  certain  caaes  -  3909,  3913 

on  incieau  of  EiecuUve  officers'  eakiiee  3923 
on  the  bill  lo  auihorize  the  capture  of  French 

aimed  vesBeU  .....  3940 
on  the  bill  anthorizing  a  detachment  of  the 

militia 39SI,  3058 

on  iaciaaae  of  the  army  -  .  .  .  3037 
Huriion,  Mr,  of  Virginia,  on  oaurptuion  of  Ei- 

ecntive  authority  ....  3GI7 

Hartle;,  Mr  ,  of  Pennsylvania,  on  the  alien  and 

•edition  laws  -  -  3462,  S4S4,  3886 
on  the  ^ank^lpt  bill  ....  3467 
on  the  bill  farther  lo  suspend  commercial  in- 
tercourse with  France  ....  3771 
on  the  increase  of  the  armj  ...  303 1 
Haikilt,  Jonathan,  a  bill  foi  the  laliaf  o(  reported  3796 
pMaed 3798 

I. 


Imlay,  William,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reeetved 

and  committed       ..... 

reported  --.--.- 

paeaed 1630,  1 

Imla;,  Mr.  J.  H.,  of  New  iertey,  his  leatimoDy 
in  cbe  case  of  Messrs.  Giiswold  and  Ljon    1 
on  the  foreign  inteicourse  bill      .        -        -  1 
Impeachmenl,  articles  0^  in  (he  case  of  William 

Blount ' 

Impriaonment  for  debt,     (See  buohent  IiOte.) 
Indiana,  reaolnlion  for  making  an  appn^iation  lo 
defr^  the  eipesie  of  a  treaty  with  the 
Cherokeea    -.....: 
a  Mesia^  on  the  subject  from  the  President 
committed        ..,.-.. 
«timate  of  the   Secretary  of  Wai  of   the 
amonnt  necessary  to  defray  eipenaea  of  the 

a  bill  to  ddray  expenses  of  a  treaty  with  the 
Indians  daiming  landi  io  Tennessee,  re- 
ported   

ordered  to  the  third  reading         ... 

amended  by  the  Senate      .        -        -        .  li 

report  on  the  amendments 

rrporl  negatived  and  the  amendm-  nta  agreed 


tOH 
1080 


report  considered       ..... 

s^eodlo 

a  bill  aopplemenlaiy  to  and  in  amendment  of 
the  act  foi  the  relief  of  poaona  imprisoned 
for  debt,  reported  .        -        -        -        - 


recommitted 


•menitmenti  agreed  to        -        -        -        - 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  penona  inpriaoned  foi 

debta  due  (he  United  States,  reported        -  1 
ordered  to  the  third  reading         -        -        -  I 

pasaad      1 

resolation  directing  the  Attorney  Qeneral  to 

report  a  plan  for  a  general  law  for  the  ta- 

lief  of  insolvent  debloia,  laid  on  the  table    1 
taken  up  and  agreed  to       -        .        .        -  1 
InatTBClions  to  armed  veasela^  debate  on  the  snb- 

jectof 1 

(See  French  armed  vatela.) 
Insurrection  of  1794,  report  on  sundry  petitions 

[saying   compensation  for  damages  soa- 

tained  io  oonaeqneitca  of  the  .        .        -  I 
Invalid  pensioners.     (See  PenMonera.) 


1366 
1S71 
1373 
1649 
IB60 
1797 
1813 
1814 
1868 


ludiMs,  a  bill  making  an  appropriation  to  defni;f 
expenaea  of  holding  a  trea^  or  tnnliei 
with  certain,  lepoitad     ....  )891 
oidned  to  the  third  reading         .        -        .  M15 

pused tau 
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iDdiaiit— continued.  Pige- 

■  InU  from  Ihe  Senate  DUkins  tpfnopriattons 

br  tanjiog  iiilo  elTecl  certlin  Ireatiei  with, 

coinmitted 3988 

ordered  to  the  tliin]  reading         ...  S956 

piMil -        -  3967 

ImpMchment.     (See  Bloual,  Wiliiam.) 
IiDpTCaanent  of  teamen,  reululion  calling  on  Ihe 
Pteaidenl  for  iaformalion  on  the  (abject  of, 

Itid  on  the  table 3646 

taken  up  and  debated         ....  3664 

agreed  lo 36SS 

a  Menage  and  other  docuineDta  on  the  lubject 
at  Om  impreeament  of  men  from  the  United 
Stale*  eloop-of  war  BeJtiniore  -        -        -1674 


Jaili,  a  reaolation  for  approptiaiing  mooej  for  the 
erection  of  jails  in  audi  iStalea  as  have  not 
(ufficieni  provision  for  the  confinement  of 
piisonera  under  the   laws  of  tlie  United 

Slate*,  negatived 438 

■■Goim  iiuiov. 

Journal  of  Congreas,  raalution  for  appointing  a 

committee  lo  report  on  the  expediency  of 

repricting  the  Joarnals  of  the  Old  Coa- 

gieea,  end  lucb  report*,  dec,  ai  are  oui  ot 

print 846 

reeotntion  ingtruclJng  the  committee  to  report 
on  the  expediency  of  altering  the  form  of 
keeping  (he  Joumnii  of  the  Houw  -  -     84B 

reaolutioa  from  the  Senate  for  Bubacribing  for 
4O0  co;uer  of  Folwell's  edition  of  the 
Joomale  of  the  old  Congrees,  poatponed 
to  the  next  aeiaon  ....  S180 

Judidar;,  reeotution  Ibr  appmnting  a  comnuUee  to 
report  on  the  ijleralion*  rwceasai;  in  the 
act  eetabliihing  the  Judiciary  Department     767 
a  bill  lUf^teioBnlarj  to  the  act  eatibli^ing 

the  Judicial  courts,  reported  ...  I1I6 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        -  -   1X66 

rejected 1287 

resolution  ^pointing  ■  committee  to  report 
what  alteration*  are  necesaary  in  the  act 
regulating  proceeee*  in  the  court*  of  the 
United  State*,  and  providing  compeuHition 
6n  the  (^cers  of  said  court*     -        -        -818 

■  toll  providing  compenration  far  the  officer* 
of  •aid  coarta,  and  to  repeal  certain  part*  of 

(be  act*  therein  mentioned,  reported  -  1S73 

recommitted 1669 

reported 1707 

puMd      -         ' 1784 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  altering  and  extending 

the  Judicial  Courts,  received  -  -  .  1833 
poatponed  to  the  next  seedon       -  •  1578 

■  resolution  directing  the  Attorney  General 
to  report  a  plan  to  regulate  the  proces*  and ' 
practice  of  the  court*  of  the  United  Statee  bj 

an  uniform  ■y*tem,  laid  on  the  table        -  1873 

■greed  lo 1877 

a  committee  appointed  to  report  on  the  expe- 
diency of  investing  in  (be  Judge*  of  the 
United  Stale*  and  of  the  aeveral  State*  pow- 
er to  bind  to  the  peace,  dec.,  for  offence* 
gainst  the  United  Stele*         -        -        -3179 


TUBD  aiaitoir-  P*f^ 

Journal*  of  Congre**,  a  reaolution  authoriung  ■ 

«ah*criptton  for  a  certain  number  of  copin 

of  the  Joumel*  of  Congre**,  report*  from 

Heads  of  Departments,  dec.,  laid  on  the 

table 2644 

committed S878 

reeldution  for  *ub*cribing  for  400  o^iiea  of 
Polweir*  edition  of  the  Journal*  of  Ihe  Old 

Congre** 3046 

Judiciary,  committee  e^iomled  to  rtpait  a  bill 
to  provide  compensation  for  manhal*,  ju- 
ror*, witne*K*,  dec,  and  to  repeal  the  pr*' 

*en(  hiw M70 

bill  reported US) 

ordered  to  the  third  reading  -  -  1919 


KiKer*,  Mr.,  of  Pennbylvania,  on  the  answer  lo 

the  President'*  Speech    -        -        -    317,  239 

on  the  trill  tor  raising  an  additional  cotp*  of 
artillery         ......     3S9 

on  the  bill  for  protection  of  the  trade  d  th» 
Uniled  States M7 

on  stamp  duties 387 

Keanebunk  river,  a  bill  in  rdation  to  (he  eractton 

of  [ners  in  the,  reported  .        -         -         .  1046 
Kentucky,  a  message  transmitting  the  act  of  thb 
State  ratifying  the  amendment  to  (be  CoB- 
stitutinn  respecting  the  suability  of  Slates  -    809 
Kittera,  Mr.,  of  Pennrrlvania,  on  the  Inll  for  the 

Beltlement  of  limits  with  Georgia  -  -  1303 
on  the  bill  for  the  protection  of  commerce  -  IS30 
on  the  bill  providing  arm*  for  the  militia  -  1931 
onthe  bill  concerning  alieu  enemie*  ■  -  W16 
on  the  resolution  for  requesting  Ae  PresideDI 
to  insimet  our  temainiog  Minister  at  Paris 
to  proceed  with  the  negotiations  -  9086 

onthe  Inll  for  the  punishment  of  ciimsa         -  9113 
on  the  abrogation  of  treaties        -        .         -  Sm 
on  die  bill  for  the  ineresae  of  the  srmy  9129,  9130 
Koeciosko,  General,  debate  tm  a  resolution  fcr  ap- 
pmnting  a  committee  to  report  what  meaa- 
urea  are  necessary  to  ensble  him  to  obtain 
payment  of  his  claim      ....    761 
the  tjecretary  of  the  Treasury  directed  to  pb- 

ptn  whatlegislaiive  edic 
his  report  received 

debated 

a  bill  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  the  intn- 
est  on  the  certilcate  given  him  by  the  Gov- 
ernment, reported .        -         -        •        . 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        ... 

amendment  of  the  Senate  disagreed  to  - 

*  conference  appointed  thereon    ... 

the  House  recede       ..... 

L. 


*,  petidon*  complaining  of  a  deficMncj  of 
the  land*  purchased  of  the  United  SMn, 
and,  abo,  of  the  conspiracy  of  land  ^eeola- 
lor*,  rslened  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
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Laws  of  thi  United  State*,  report  on  the  aDlgecl 

of  laws  about  to  eijHre   -         -        -        - 

■  bill  to  coDtinue  aundry  oi  them,  oidered 

to  be  engroined     -        -        ■        ■        - 

amend  mante  foncuired  in  - 
Lowii,  Thooua,  alHtl  for  thenliefo^  repotted    • 


poalponed  by  the  Senate  to  oeit  weaion         '     4SG 
Live  oak,   lesoIutlDii  making  pioiision  to  enable 
the  Prenderit  to  procDie  a  aoffieient  quan- 
tit;  of,  bid  00  the  table  -         -  -    333 

raaoiutiaQ  requeating  the  Frendent  Ut  faiaiib, 
at  the  neat  Ksuon,  infonnalion  reipecting 
■och  !iie  oak  lauds  aa  may  be  purdiaaed 
for  the  tue  of  the  GoTernmeat  '        -    464 

(See,  alao,  Timbo-.) 
LiTtngaton,  Mr.,  (^NewYork,  on  theaninerto 

the  PnmdBQt-a  Speech   67,  116,  137,  19T,  IfiS, 
Big,  iHi 
on   the  bill  10   preheat   the  exportation    of 
■ima,  Ac.     ......     S47 

on  defenaive  meaantea         ....     SS4 

on  the  appmntmeal  of  at  agent  in  ralalion  to 
- ...    381 


00  atunp  duties 

Loan  :  naoiution  authorizing  the  Preudent  to  bar- 

row  money  on  Iha  credit  of  ttu  United 

Btalea 

debate  on  the  bill  for  that  pnrpoae 


billp 


446 


Lyoo,  Mi.,  of  Vermont,  on  the  anawei  to  the  Pra- 

adent'a  Speech      -  -      194,  23  S,  234 

on    (he   Intl    to  prevent   the    eipor'ation    of 

arma,  ftc  -        -  847,  348,  S49,  961 

on  the  duty  on  ealt  ■  -  •  -  335,  143 
on  the  bill  anthorinag  a  detachmsDt  from  the 

militia 337,  339 

on  Blamp  dntiaa         -       300,  393,  400,  4IB,  4S6 


Land  title*,  report  on  the  aulmet  of    - 
Lands :  a  bill  for  the  aale  of  landa  in  dw  North- 
weatpm  Territory,  received      ... 

committed         ...... 

reported   ...-..- 

poa^Mmed  to  the  next  aeaaion 

a  committee  iiutmcted  to  report  the  progreaa 
made  in  carrying  into  effect  the  act  tot  the 
eale  of  the  landa  northneal  of  the  Ohio,  and 
whether  any  ameDdmenta  to  the  aaid  act  are 


a  bill  from  the  Senate  granting  ceitiun  land*  to 

S.  Munroe  and  othen,  rBceiied         -        ■   1 
reported  •        .        -        -        •         -        .1 

a  Inll  to  amend  the  act  for  the  aale  of  landa 
northwest  of  the  Ohio,  received        •        .3 
nds  and  dwetling-houaee,  a  bill  to  provide  for 
the  valoation  ot  and  for  enumerating  the 
alavea  in  the  United  Stataa,  reported  -  1 

debated     ....         1893,  1S9S,  1 


Lapalej,  Samuel,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal 

rcfjreaenlativea  of,  received  and  commitled 

L*WB  of  the  Uoited  ^itates,   report  on  such  aa  are 

about  to  expire      .        .         .        .        - 

resolution  propoaing  to  publish  them  in  one 

piper  in  each  Slate         .  .         .         - 

dieagreed  to      - 

Letters  of  marque,  &c.     (See  Armed  vatelt.) 
Lewia,  TbomaB,  ■  bill  for  tbe  relief  of,  reported   - 

disagreed  to  by  the  Seiute 
Licenaea.     (See  Slilh  and  Wina  and  SpinU.) 
Light-bouaea,  Ac.  ;  report  on  the  subject  of  erect- 
ing a  ligbt'boQi^  on  Eaton's   Neck,  and 
creeling  piers  in  tbe  harbor  of  Newport      - 
a  Ull  for  erecting  a  light-house  and  placing 
buoya  in  certain  places  therein  mentioned, 
ordered  to  the  third  reading    -        .        - 


Page. 
166B 


IS61 
1778 
3139 


reaolutiDn  respecting  the  expediency  of  erect- 
ing a  ligbt^ouae  at  Old  Point  Comfort,  Vir- 

petilion  ofaondrymerdiaQts  of  Norfolk,  pray- 
ing the  erection  of  the  Itghl-houae,  and  a 
copy  of  an  act  of  Virginia  ceding  land  for 
the  purpose,  received  and  comii'ilted  -         -   1 

bill  for  erecting  s  tight-houae  and  placing  buoya 
at  places  therein  mentioned,  reported         .  1 

ordered  to  Ihe  third  reading         -        -        -  1 

pened -  1 

report  on  the  petition  of  the  Portland  Marine 
Society  preying  for  Ihe  erection  of  buoys  in 
Portland  harbor,  committed     •         '  -  1 

a  l)il]  for  erecting  a  light-house  and  placing 
buaysst  placesthereinmentioned,  reported  1 

ordered  to  the  third  reading  -         -         -  1 

report  on  the  petition  of  the  Portland  Marine 
Society,  praying  for  the  erection  of  buoye  in 
Portlaind  harbor,  commitled      -  '  1 

a  bill  for  erectiog  a  light-bouse  and  placing 
buoys  at  place*  therein  ntentioned,  reported  3 

a  bill  reapecting  ligfal'bousea  and  beacons,  r»- 


Livermore,  Edward  SL  Loe,  report  on  the  petition 

of,  considered        ,        -        .        .         . 

nc^tived  ■        ■         .        -        .        . 

Livingaton,  Mr. ,  of  New  York,  on  the  rules  of  the 


on  appointing  a  committee  to  report  a  bill  to 
eatabliril  an  uniform  beokrupt  eyalem 

on  the  answer  to  the  President's  Speech 

on  the  Quaker  memorial     .         .        -        . 

on  the  report  on  the  petition  of  ihe  daughters 
of  Count  De  Grasie        .        .        .        - 


791 
-  B34 
aval  expendituro  .  -  •  BSS,  8S4 
on  the  foreign  intercourae  bill  -  -  '  SW 
on  the  caae  of  Meesrs.  Griawold  and  Lyon  -  lOOS 
on  relations  with  France  .  IS60,  3369,  1364 
onthebillftirTeliefofiickanddisabledBeamai  1388 
on  the  bill  for  defence  of  the  ports  and  harboia 

of  the  United  States        -        -        .        -  1S9T 
on  the  bill  to  raise  an  additional  corps  of  ar- 
tillery   14»» 
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Lmogston,  Mr.,  ofM.  York — contlnoed.  Page. 

oil  Ihe  bill  fcT  Ihe  purchue  of  cannon  ftc,  -  M38 
OD  tbe  bill  for  pioleclion  of  the  trade  of  tlie 

United  St»tr« 1619 

on  Ihe  bill  to  establish  (he  Nst;  DeparRnent  1653 
on  the  bill  concerning  alien  eoemies  •  lOOft,  3030 
on  the  Ull  toRuthorizealaiQ      -        -        -3046 

on  direct  laiea 3063 

on  the  reiolution  requesting  the  Pnaident 

direct  our  remaining  Minister  st  Paris 

prooeed  with  the  negotiations  -  3083,  3086,  3086 

on  thi  panisbment  of  Crimea        3104,  S13S,  3163 

on  the  increase  of  the  anny  -  -  3139 

Loan,  a  resolntion  for  making  proiision  to  enable 

the  Pievidenl  to  borrow  certain  snms  of  mo- 

aey  for  the  public  aervice  for  the  year  aeren- 

teen  hnndied  and  ninety^eight         '        •  1699 

agreed  to  and  a  bill  lor  Ibat  purpose  ordered  1936 

billnporied 1978 

debated    -        - 308T 

paaaed 3049 

amended  t^  the  Henate  ....  31T3 
•  conference  appointed  on  tbe  amendments  -  3179 
amendments  c<nisideTed      .        ■        -        .  3174 

the  Senate  recede 9177 

■  Inlt  to  aodiorize  (be  President  to  obtain  a  loan 
Inanticipatioa  of  direct  lax, reported  3I7n, 

pasped 3177,  3181 

Loan  Office  and  final  settlement  certiflcatea,  du., 
motion  for  sospending,  for  a  limi(ed  time, 
BO  mnch  of  the  act  for  support  of  public 
creiiil,  and  for  reducing  the  public  debt,  aa 
bare  from  settlement,  after  a  limited  time, 
loan  office  and  final  BBttlcmeDtcer  " 


-     707 

a  Inll  <Hi  the  subject  reported        ...  15g3 
ordered  to  the  third  reading,  and  natote  of 

Ihe  bill  explained 1778 

passed 1774 

amendments  of  the  Senate  agreed  to     -        -  1871 
Loan  offices,  a  Irill  making  appropriations  for  Ihe 

expenses  of  Uie  aereral,  reported      -        -  3171 
considered        ......  3175 

LoBsea  recovered  under  the  Irealjr  vilh  Great  Brit- 
ain, resotntion  requeslbg  the  President  lo 
direct  Ihe  propef  officer  lo  report  a  state- 
ment oi;  laid  on  the  table        -        -        •     946 
taken  up  and  agreed  lo       -        -        •        -    9S7 
til*  report  received    .        -        .        .        -  1044 
Lyon,  Hr.,  of  Vermont,  on  tbe  answer  to  Ihe  Pre> 

sldenl's  Speech      ....     686,  637 

on  a  motion  to  eicuae  him  from  stlending  Ihe 

ceremony  of  presenting  the  answer  -        -     650 
on  Ihe  Quaker  memorial    ....    668 

a  rewlntion  for  expelling  him  from  the  Honae 
for  an  assault  upon  Mr.  Qriswold,  present- 
ed and  committed  -        -        -        .         .    956 
his  defence         ......     971 

fail  narrative 1036 

1391, 1393 
on  toe  tnij  loi  ine  purenase  ol  cannon,  &e.  1433 
on  presents  to  Ministers      -  -         .  .  1689 

Ml  (he  hill  for  laising  a  proviiioDal  army  ■  I68S  i 
on  Ihe  bill  concerning  alien  enemies  -  1786, 1 793  r 
on  Ihe  bill  lor  the  protection  of  commerce  -  1834 
.  193S 
.  3IS0  I 


Lands,  committee  appointed  lo  inqoite  what  allar- 
alions  an  neceastiy  in  the  ad  fji  ihe  sal* 
of  lands  northwest  of  Ihe  Ohio  -  Si 

■  bill  (rum  the  Senate  lo  amend  said  act,  coot- 

an  smandment,  reported    -        -        -        -  3: 
bill  pos^ned  to  the  next  senaD         -  -  > 

a  bill  apptnpriating  lands  ftH- military  aerrioea, 

ordoed  to  the  third  reading,  and  passed        -  3 
a  IhU  authorizing  Ihe  sale  of  certain  lands  be- 

tweco  the  Onat  and  Little  Hiami  riToa. 

leported        .        -        -        .        - 
ordned  to  tbe  third  reading 

Lands  and  dwelling^hoiuea,  a  bill  to  amtad 

act  to  provide  for  the  valaatian  0^  and  far 
enumerating  tbe  slaves  in  the  Vntlad  SlaMi^ 


3018 

-  30S1 

-  son 


■  sets,  9817 


Laws  of  the  United  Stales,  a  resolnlton  re  . 

tiie  more  general  promulgatioa  of|  agned 

lo,  and  a  bill  ordered       ....  3039 

bill  in  addition  to  tbe  act  for  the  more  getiaaal 

piomalgation  of,  reported         ...  3033 

Lewis,  Thomas,  a  bill  foi  r.  lief  of,  received         -  3807 

ordered  (a  the  third  raiding        ...  3831 


Lighthouses,  dec.,  a  bill  to  aulhoriie  the  ereclioo 

of  a  beacon  on  Boon  Island,  npcKted        -  S9S6 
ordered  lo  the  third  reading        ...  3974 

paassd SMS 

Livingston,  Mr. ,  of  New  York,  on  usurpatioa  of 

Bxecutive  authority        ....  S6BS 
on  the  bill  further  to  euq>end  ctmnnerdal  in. 

tcrrourae  with  France      -         .  S7U.2768,  8777 

on  the  alien  and  sedition  laws     8799,  3801,  S88T, 

3893,  3891 

on  the  bill  vesting  the  power  of  retalistion  in 

tbe  Preaident,  in  certain  caaea        -  3907,  3»It, 

3914,  9046 

on  the  bill  lo  suthoriie  (be  culture  of  French 

armed  vesaeU         .         -        .        .  3941,  S9SI 
on  Ihe  increase  of  the  army  3031,  3033,  SOM 

Lyon,  Mr.,  of  Vermont,  a  reeolution  ibr  eipdUng 

him  from  Ihe  House       ....  t96* 

debated SfSft 

rejected,  two-thirds  not  concurring       -        .  3973 
bis  remarks  on  the  resolution      ...  3M5 

M. 


Macon,  Mr.,  of  North  Carolina,  on  the  election  at 

Clerk 61,  68 

m  appointing  a  < 


on  dbect  taiea  - 

on  relations  with  France 


m  the  reqnistt'on  for  militia        ...     S93 
[>n  the  liill  for  defence  of  the  ports  and  haitMta 
of  the  United  StatM        -  -      300,  303 
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OD  the  bill  for  arginiziag  th«  militia     -        -    341 
on  the  bill  for  protcctioD  of  the  trade  of  the 

United  Btales        -         -        -      36i,  36S,  SSS 
on  rtamp  duties         ....    887,  4SS 
Memben^  ■  ikt  of  Ihoae  preeenl  at  the  opening  of 

tbeaesdoD 40 

the  oath  administered  to     •        -        -         •      S3 
fiuther  attendance  of  63,69,63,07,88,110,100, 
)93,  381,  S9S,38e 
a  motion  in  rdation  to  the  aecoaotB  o^  laid  on 

Uw  Ubie  - 887 

Merchant  Teaseli^  a  reaolntion  making  proTiainn 

for  the  arming  of,  preaetited    ■        -        .    389 
Menage,  the  PresideDt'i,  on  the  aulgect  of  the  Flor- 
ida bODndai;  -        .        .         .        .    SOS 
trtnamilting  dociinunta  on  the  inbject  of  dep- 

radaiion*  on  American  eommeree  -  -  367 
a  confidefitial  mawage  received    -        -        •    877 

reported  on 408 

another  confidential  message  oa  the  critical 
sUnalioD  of  the  oountrj,  received,  and  refer- 
red  to  a  select  committee         >        -  440 

report  thereon  ---.-.     447 
Mileage,  a  bill  allowing  full  mileage  to  membeiB 

of  both  Houaei,  pawed  -        .        -        -     441 
Hililary  Eitahlisbmenl,  a  resolutioD  for  augment- 
ing the,  pmented  -        .        .         -        -     330 
(See,  also.  Army.) 
Milifia,  a  r«soltitiaa  for  putting  dghtj  thoosand 

militia  in  *  stale  of  reqnisiliiBi  -  -  IBS 
agreed  to  in  committee  ...  -  384 
taken  up  in  the  Honae        ....     3S3 

agreed  to 304 

■  bill  directing  a  detachmmit  from  the  militia, 

.     838 


mdeved  to  be  engrossed      .... 
a  committee  appointed  to  report  what  altera- 
tions are  ateemuy  in  the  militia  lawa        -    SB7 
a  bill  Ibr  organiiing  and  diadpliniog  the  mili- 
tia repoTted  -..--.    840 
MLledge,  Mr.,  of  Georgia,  on  defendve  measurae    289 
on  the  bill  for  defEDceof  the  portsandharbon 
of  the  United  Stales        ....    808 
Morgan,  General,  of  Virginia,  petition  complain- 
ing of  the  illegalil;  of  tiii  election,  present- 
ed and  committed  -         .        .         .        .      67 
McDovreil,  Mr.,  of  NwthCaialiaa,  ontheannrei 

to  the  President's  Speech  .      196,313 

on  defensive  meaanres  ....  SgS 
on  the  reqnisitioii  of  militia  ...  3OS 
on  the  bill  ibr  defBoeeof  the  ports  and  haibon 

of  the  United  States      -         ■  -     816 

on  the  bill  for  raiiiiig  an  additional  eotpa  of 

artilleiT 327 

on  the  bill  for  protectjon  of  the  trade  ol  the 

tJniled  Stairs 371 

on  stamp  do^es  ....  3B8,  437 
on  additional  appropriationi  -  •  -  485 
on  the  impeachnwnt  of  William  Bluunt     4S7,  464 

Macon,  Mr.,  of  North  Carriina,  on  the  motion 
eiconng  Mr.  Lyon,  of  Vermont,  from  at- 
lending  the  ceremony  of  pceaenling  ihe 
aDBitei  to  the  Fresdent's  Speech     -        •    860 
on  the  Quaker  memorial     ...     tei,  068 


1,  Mr.,  of  N.  Carolina— < 
olbaactsof  limitation 


713 
731 


on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  representalivea 

of  deceased  officers  ....  813 
on  Tenneesee  land  titles     -        -  -    810 

(m  Ihe  esse  cf  Messrs.  Griswold  and  LyM)  •  1008 

on  stamp  duties 1070 

on  the  foreign  intercoulae  bill     -                 -  1111 
on  the  bill  for  settlement  of  limits  nith  Geor- 
gia        1303 

on  the  tnll  for  the  defence  of  ports  and  bar. 

bars  of  the  United  Slake  ...  1897 
on  the  bill  for  raising  an  additioDsl  corps  at 

attUleiy  .  -  •  1408,  1406,  1430 
on  the  bill  for  the  ptitdiase  of  cannon,  Ac.  1430 
on  Itie  bill  for  the  protectioa  of  tlie  ttade  of 

the  United  Butea  -         1466,  1474,  1506 

on  Ihe  bill  for  rtuaiiig  •  provisional  army     -  1637, 
1673,  1698,  1756 
on  the  sun>lBaentsry  biU  -  1935,  1943,  1946 

on  the  MI]  to  establi^  the  Navy  Department  1M7 
on  Ihe  nattmlBalion  law    ■  1671,  1780 

on  preaeniB  to  Ministers  ....  15SS 
on  addjlional  revenue  ....  1615 
on  the  memorial  of  Captain  Mignieu's  gren- 

■diei  company  .....  1710 
on  Ihe  bill  eonecnung  alien  enemies  -  .  1788 
im  the  bill  for  prnlectiao  of  the  commem  of 

Ihe  United  Stales  .        .        -  1816,  1S3S 

on  direct  taxes  ..--.-  1840 
on  the  bill  jn^viding  arms  for  the  militia  -  1030 
on  the  bill  to  authorize  a  loan  -  -  -  3048 
on  the  bill  for  the  puaishment  of  crimes  llOS,  3151 
Hagnien,  Captain,  a  memorial  60m  bis  company 

uf  gienadieni  presented  -         '  -         -    '  707 

motion  to  commit  it  ....'.  1708 

committed I7S4 

Marine  corps,  report  on  the  subject  of  establish- 
ing this  corps        ,        .         -        -        .  178* 
debate  on  the  report  •        -         -        -        -1836 
a  bill  to  organize  the  corps  reported      -         -  1836 
agreed  to  and  ordered  lo  the  thirJ  reading     -  1865 
amendments  of  the  Srnate  soncnrred  in        -  S18S 
Maryland,  a  bill  to  continue  the  act  giving  asacnt 
of  Coogiese  to  the  act  of  this  State  respect- 
ing the  appointment  of  a  health  officer     -  Ills 
otdored  to  the  third  reading        ...  lUl 

passed 1344 

amended  by  the  Senate      .        -        -        .  1S90 

amendments  concurred  in  -        -        *        '  1307 

MaBBchuseUs,  a  bill  declaring  the  assent  of  Con. 

greas  to  an  act  of  this  Slate  in  relation  to 

the  placing  of  piers,  &c.,  reported  -        -  1097 

ordered  to  the  third  reading         ...  1346 

passed 1348 

Members,  list  d£  present  at  Ihe  opening  of  the 

aeaion 636,  038 

fariber  attendanoe  ofSS7,   638,   637,   640,  644, 
656,  671,  693,  716,  736,  776,  788,  830,  890, 
018.968 
Merchant  vessels,  petitions  against  the  arming  of, 

preaenled  .  .  1367,  1418,  1415,  103S 
a  bill  to  aathoriie  the  defence  of,  reported    -  1808 

debated    -        - 1890 

passed lOSfi 

amendments  of  Ihe  Senate,  eommilted  •  1007 
concuned  in 3031 
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Menage,  the  Pretiident'i,  trannutting  *  letter 
rrom  the  Judges  on  the  eabject  of  tbe  law 
■Itetiog  the  time  for  holdine  circuit  court* 
inDeUnare ' 

tniuiritting  e  report  from  the  Becntaij  of 
Btate  in  reltttLon  lo  the  attion  of  the  Ststee 
on  the  amenilmeut  lo  the  Coustitutioa  le- 
ipecting  the  niBbklitj  of  States  -        -  ' 

tranunitting  an  get  ol  the  State  of  Kentnck; 
ratiljing  the  aaid  ameadmenC  -        -        .    1 

recommending  an  appropriation  to  de^y  the 
eipenaea  of  a  Irest;  with  the  Cherokee  In- 

tnuinnitting  a  lepresentalion  ttow  the  Juilge 
of  the  Pennajrlvanii  districl,  and  a  report 
from  the  Attorney  Gennal  in  relation  to  the 
:t  for  ^e  relief  of  peraona  impriioned  for 


deU 


tranamitting  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of 
State  leapeeling  the  slate  of  BtBura  in  the 

Territory  on  the  Miniaaippi    -  .    I 

tranamitting  two  acta  of  the  Britiah  Parlia- 


tmuunittiogan  account  of  Mpenailores  fiom 

the  Executive  contingmt  fiind  -        -  10S9 

in  retatioD  to  the  dly  of  Waihinglon  -        -  10S3 
traomittii^  deapatchea  from  the  American 

Envoys  at  Paria  1302,  1374,  1694,  1870,  187! 
DO  the  sutject  of  relations  with  France  1ST6 

truiRDitting  a  letter  from  Mr.  Gerry  and 
other  documents,  on  the  subject  of  our  re- 
lationa  with  France  -  -  .  .  gosa 
enclosing  aleltafiomtheGovemor  of  Penn- 
ajlvania  on  the  subject  of  an  arrivai  of 
French  emigrants  from  Port  au-Frince  -  S057 
MMMngera  in  Departments,  report  on  the  aulject 

of  increase  of  their  aatariea,  committed     -     96S 
Hililaiy  Eslabliahment,  report  on  appropriationB 

for  the,  considerad          '                 .        -  1313 
■  bill   making   appropriations  for  the  yeara 
aeienleen   hundred  and  ninety. eight,  re- 
ported - iaS7 

dBbaled IMj,  |6M 

ordravd  to  the  third  reading         ...  isss 
a  mistalia  corrected  and  the  bill  msaed  -  1669 

amendments  of  the  Senate  consdered  -  1874 

■e"*^" IS76 

a  reaolutjon  for  increasing  Om,  laid  on  the 

toble 1611,  3088 

debated SOgg 

coramilled         ...         ...  gggg 

•  bill  making  an  alteration  io  the  act  fixing 
the,  in  relation  to  the  appcontment  of  a 
Brigade  Major  and  lnq>ectDr,  received      .  1771 

■       P^ 1778 

(See,  also,  Ann}/. ) 
Militia,  a  committee  appointed  to  inquire  what 
amrndmenta  are  neowHuy  in  the  act  pro- 
viding for  an  uniform  militia  system         -     643 
a  bill  &r  organizJng,  arming,  and  disciplining 

the  militia,  reported       ....    ygg 
d<*»W     ....         1384,  1684,  1668 
1660 


Mihiia — conCinuad.  f^, 
a  bill  to  rei  eal  in  part  and  to  amend  the  M 
to  establish  an  uniform  militia  tytttm,  re- 
ported   iToi 

debated  .  -  -  -  ■  -  ■  IJU 
recommitted  -  -  -  -  -  ■  17]] 
a  bill  to  provide  arma  for  Iha  laiUti^  repoiKd  in; 
*-'■--'  .  ing 

-  ira 


Milledge,  Mr.,  of  Georgia,  on  the  bill  for  an  uoi 

cable  aettlemeat  of  limits  with  Geergii  -  in; 
1379,  1S8I,  ma,  Ittt 
on  the  lull  tupplemenlory  to  the  Ull  lo  luc 
a  provisional  army  .        -        -      •  IHt 

Mint,  •  letter  from  the  Seeretaiy  of  Stale,  ud  i 
report  thereon,  respecting  aiterationi  in  llie. 


a  resolution  calling  <m  the  Director  for  iiiais- 
ment  of  bullion  depoaitad  since  hii  kit  re- 
port, and  on  account  of  the  gold  tai  ai- 
ver  coin  issued  in  the  same  period   -       -  141 
the  report  received     -  .         -        -       -    TW 

motion  lo  refer  il  to  the  CommiUee  of  fftji 

and  Means    - 80 

negaiived m 

Morgan,  General,  of  Virginia,  memorUI  cwiiot* 
ing  the  dection  o^  r^rred  to  tbe  Com- 
mittee of  Elections  -        .       -      -  HI 
report  of  ihe  committee      -        -       -      -  171 

the  report  agreed  lo M 

Morris,  Mr.,  of  Vermont,  on  the  case  ot  Host.' 

Griswold  and  Lyon         ■        ■        -  981,  lOR 
McDowell,  Mr,,  of  North  Carolina,  on  Ihe  lall 

for  the  protection  of  eommcrce         ■  7ET,  lll{ 

on  land  titles  in  Tennessee         -       ■      -  gll 

on  the  bill  for  the  purehaee  of  cannon.  At.   IIH, 

1(K 

on  (be  bill  for  proteciion  of  the  trade  of  Ihe 

United  SUtea         -  -         .         .       -  INI 

on  the  bill  for  raising  &  proviaLonal  Hmy  1^ 
1644,  1705,  1736,  1740,  i7S9,  ITIl 
on  the  supplementary  tail  -  -  -  ISM,  IW 
on  Ihe  bill  lo  eatablish  the  Navy  DepiniDul  iH) 
on  the  naturalization  law  .  1673,  l&7t,  IlTt 
on  preaenU  to  Minislera  -  -  -  -  lUl 
on  ihe  instructions  to  conunaoderB  of  irmed 


1797,  II 


m 


on  the  compensation  to  coUectora 

on  the  bill  for  suspending  eommerdal  inUr- 

coutae  with  Friince         -  -         -        -  l«» 

on  the  volunteer  service       -  -  1871,  IRT3 

on  the  bill  for  providing  arms  tbrthe  mililit  '^ 
on  Ihe  bill  concerning  alien  enemiea  -  ■  1"" 
on  the  bill  to  authorite  a  ban      .  -^0^ 

on  the  tall  to  regtllale  the  landing  of  FitoA 

emigrants  ..-_.- 1044 
on  Ihe  increase  of  the  mililaiy  eMaUidunral  *^ 
on  the  bill  for  the  punishment  of  crimes  '  m* 
on  the  bill  for  rncoursging  the  optnre  of 

French  sjmed  venels     -  .       ■  tITI 


Macon,  Mr.,  irf'  North  Carolina,  on  the  alien  and 

sedition  tiwa  .         .  2431,  3437,  )8tf 

on  the  resolotion  for  distributing  copies  of  the 


D„ii,z=dt,Goo'^le 


Ixxvu 


ffoute  Proeeedmgt  and  Debalef. 


Mu»n,  Mr.,  of  N.  Csralina — cootlnusd.  Page, 

on  unirpation  or  E  lecnlive  authority  -  SMS,  3693 
OQ  an  additional  mle  .        -        •         .  ST3S 

on  the  naolulion  foi  printing  the  deapatchn 

from  the  American  Envoys  ■!  Paris  -  3738 

on  the  bill  fiirther  to  nispend  commerdal  in- 

teicourao  with  Franc*  -  -  -  -  8707 
on  the  bill  to  aathoriw  the  eaplnre  of  Fiencb 

anned  vcamh S935 

(mtheiacreueof  thaanay  -        -  30S7, 3040 

oil  the  Mil  T«ting  the  poner  of  retaliation  in 

the  Praident  in  certain  caws  ...  SOS  1 
Marine  ooipe,  a  committee  inatmcted  to  report 

whet  Bugnwnlatian  ie  nee  wry  in  the  -  37S3 
a  Mil  to  antholiie  an  increaae  of  the  corpa,  re- 
potted   8978 

rardered  to  the  third  reading  -        •        -3017 

paaKd 30ie 

Mtthen,   James,  a  Mil  making  coupeneation  to, 

committed 3826 

ordered  to  Ihe  third  reading         -        -        ■  S9ft6 

paaed 3957 

Members,  a  list  o^  preeent  at  the  opening  of  the 

Mdon 3417 

farther  ettendance  of-      3419,  343t),  3434,  3'li», 

842S,  2437.  3441,  3187,  MSS,  3G3I,  3M6, 
3564,  3Sa9,  354S,  S7He,  3815,  3984 
Meaaoge,    Ihe    Preddent'i,   enclosing  despatches 

from  the  American  Enyoyi  st  Paris  -  -  3736 
enclosing  a  report  Irom  the  Secretary  of  State 

on  the  anlyect  of  Bud  despatches  -  -3736 
debate  an  a  reeolntion  for  printing  an  extra 

number  of  the  above  docoments  -  -  3739 
the  reoolDtion  agreed  lo  -  -  -  -  3740 
meaeaga  enclonng  a  copy  of  an  edict  of  the 

French  DirectoTj    .        .  -  -  3796 

another,  conmmnicaling  certain  information  in 

relation  to  Ihe  said  edict  -  -  -  -3917 
Mihtary  Estabiishmenl,  report  IVom  the  Secretary 

of  War  on  the  snbjeet  of  the,  recriied  and 

committed 3M7 

a  Mil  for  tbe  ntpport  of  the,  reported  -  -  370B 
oidered  lo  third  reading      .        ■         -         -  3909 

passed 3978 

Mililarr  asrvicea,  a  bill  to  amend  the  act  making 

groDta  of  land  for,  reported  -         -  38G6 

pawed S031 

Militia,    reoolntion  for  appointing  a  committee  lo 

report  what  amendments  are  neeeoaary  in 

the  act  to  establish  an  uniform  militia  as- 
tern       34S8 

a  resolution  authorizing  ■  detachment  from 

the  militia,  laid  on  the  taMe  -  -  -  39Gfl 
taken  up  and  debated  .         .         -         -  3976 

agreed  to,  and  a  bill  punnan  t  thereto  reported  3985 
ordered  to  third  reading  and  pasrcd  -  -  3031 
debate  on  Ihe  Senate  amendments  -  -  S06S 
disagreed  lo  and  further  consideriUon  of  the 

bill  postponed  to  the  next  seirion  -  •  3DG4 
McDowell,  Mr.,  of  North  Carolina,  on  the  nsut- 

psition  of  ExecuiiTe  anthorily  -  -  -  3706 
on  in  additional  rule  ....  3737 

on  the  bill  to  suspetid  commerdal  intercourse 

with  France 8777 

on  stamp  dutiea  .  .  ,  .  -  3g06 
on  the  alien  and  sedilion  laws  -  3887,  3897 
on  the  bill  to  oathorize  the  capture  of  French 

armed  vesaele         ...         3937,  3096 


McDowell,  Mr.,  of  N.  Carolina— continued, 

on  tbe  bill  authorimng  a  detadunent  from  Ihe 

militia 3079,  3977 

on  the  increase  of  the  arm;  3038,  8030,  30S7,  303a 


National  defence,  resolution  making  provision  for    389' 
Naturalization,  resolution  for  ^pointing  a  commit- 
tee to  report  a  bill  to  omead  the  act  eatab- 
liehing  an  unifotm  rule  of,  laid  on  the  table    431 
Naval  armament,  a  bill  for  Ihe  protection  of  the 

trade  of  the  United  States,  received  •        -    834 


n  the 


877 


390 


committee  of  conference  appointed      -        -    398 
the  Senate  recede  from  ihe  disagreement  to  all 
the  amendments  except  th->  first,  which  for- 
Mds  the  use  of  the  frigates  as  convoys         -     407 
the  House  recede  from  said  amendment        -    400 
Naval  Eotablisbment,  a  leoolution  for  making  far- 
ther ptoviiioD  for  completing  and  manning 
tbe  frigates  United  States,  Constellstioik, 

and  Constitution 339 

resolutioD  foi  purchasing  a  fiirther  naval  force    880 
resi^ution  for  empowering  the  President  to 
employ  the  naval  force  of  the  U.  Slates  as 
convoys  to  protect  the  trade  thereof  -        •    880 
leaolution  authorizing  Vne  Prtaident  to  provide 

a  further  naval  force        -  -         -     288 

amended 380 

agreed  to 900 

Navy  yard,  resolution  authorizing  the  President 

lo  select  a  proper  site  lor  a  oavy  yard  ~  -  383 
Newspopero,  order  for  supplying  them  to  members  68 
Nicholas,  Mr.,  of  Virginia,  on  appointing  a  com- 

mitteeoa  unfinished  btuiness  -  -  61,03 
on  the  Answer  to  the  President's  Speech  69,  70,  71, 
94,  194,  199,  SIl,  313,  SIS,  318,  8M 
on  dofenuve  measures  341,  34S,  343,  844,  371, 
385,  387,  389,  300,  396 
on  sppointing  an  agent  for  British  claims  -  301 
on  appointing   a  Committee  of  Ways  and 

Means  ...         -        -        .     808 

on  the  bill  for  defence  of  the  ports  and  harbors 

of  the  United  States        -         -        -        -    313 
on  Ihe  bill  for  niinng  an  additional  corps  of 

■rtJUeiy 883 

on  the  bill  to  prevent  American  citizens  fiom 

entering  iheservlce  of  foreign  Powers    348,  3G4 
on  dM  Ml)  for  the  protectian  oF  the  trade  of 

the  United  Sutes  361.  363,  368,  373,  378,  384 

on  stomp  duties       388,  390,  393,  306,  413,  414, 

417,  418,  480 

on  additional  spproprialions         -        -     436,  4S9 

on  the  duty  on  salt 448 

ontheimpeochmentof  Wm.  Bloui.t  450,  466,  461 
North  Carolina,  resolution  for  appointing  a  com- 
mittee to  report  abill  to  continne  proceasss 
intheCiicnit   'onrtof  this  State,  agreedto    410 
a  bill  pursuant  thereto  passed      -        -        -    431 


Diqinzedhy.GoOt^le 


hn 


Hoiue  Proceedmga  and  Debate. 


Nsldm  Diatrict,  memori*!  of  the  inbabilanU  of, 

pr^ng  for  the  eaubluhineat  of  a  provb. 

ional  goTemnMDt  in.  nfeired  lo  a  select 

coinmiUee     -...-. 

Natnialiutkin,  [eaolutton  dirratjng  the  commiltee 

an  defence  lo  report  bb  10  (be  eipediencj  of 

■mending  or  aiupending  the  acl  to  eatablish 

kQ  uniform  rale  of,  laid  on  the  table 

tmeoded  end  agreed  lo       -         -         -         - 

lepcrt  of  the  committee      .        .        .        . 

debate  thereon  -        -        .         16G7,  1G70, 

a  bill  Bupptemeotary  to,  and  in  amendnisil 

of,  the  act  to  eMablisli  an  mutbrm  rule  of 

natuialixition,  reported  -        -        .         . 

coDBideied        ...... 


I  Nicholai^  Mr.,  of  Virginia — eoatinncd. 

OD  CTidence  in  conleHed  eltctiona 

on  the  motion  for  leavi 

the   piotectioi 


liS7' 
1463 

1S66I 
1630; 


NaTat  Armament,  a  bill  making  an  additional  ap- 

propmlinn  to  provide  and  support  ■  naval 

armament,  reported         ..... 

debated 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  lo  provide  an  addition- 
al naval  •rmament,  received  and  dunmilted 


a  bill  supplnneiitai;  to  Ihe  bill  lo  pro*^  • 
naval  armament  for  the  proUction  of  the 
trade  of  the  United  Slatea,  reported  - 

debated 

oideKd  lo  the  third  iMding  and  paaaed 

d^le  on  the  Senate  amendmenta 

Haval  Salabliihment,  resolution  making  an  appto. 

priation  for  completing  the  bigatea  Unilcd 

Blatea,  Conatellation,  and  Uonatitution     - 

debate  thereon  --..._ 

reaolulion  for  appoindng  a  committee  to  in- 

B  into  the  expenditure  of  the  moneys 

tofore  appropriated  for  ■  naval  arma- 


1370 

1384 


neretofoi 


agreed  tcs  and 

TWoitof  the  c( 

Havy  Department, 

pvtment,  received 


ippMnted   - 

for  ealabtishing  this  De  - 


on  foreign  coins  719,  TSO,  T27,  740,  7G1,  m,  WI 
on  (be  Inll  to  authorise  the  FiHudenl  to  poH- 
pone  the  meeting  of  Congma  in  catiiu 

"«"  -     , m 

on  the  bill  for  the  protection  of  commerce  768,  HTt 
on  tba  report  on  ihe  petition  of  the  danghun 

of  the  late  Count  De  Grane  >  -  -  m 
on  [and  lilies  in  Tennessee  •       .      .   g]| 

an  naval  ap;»opiiations  -  -  -  -  81) 
on  Ihe  foreign  ioleccourae  bill  84S,  iit,  iU,  iU 
on  the  case  of  Mestrs.  Grinrold  and  Ljoi  ■  M 
lUT,  IMI 
on  atamp  dutiea  -         -        -       -       -  iwa 

on  the  impeachment  of  William  BIoudI  -  llil 
on  relationa  vrith  France  )3S3,  1323,  1356,  IKI, 
13S8,  1368,3117,  lilt 
on  the  bill  for  in  amicable  settlement  id  Iuhb 

with  Georgia  1S7S,  1280,  lS81,ll83,liRI,l3<0 
on  the  rules  of  the  House  -  •  -  -  iW 
□n  the  bill  for  raising  an  addiliaoal  cei|s  of 

ariaiery  1403,  1417,  1418,  I41«,  UU 

on  the  trill  bir  the  purehaae  of  canooB,  Ac.  ■  14N 
on  the  bill  for  Ihe  pnHeclion  of  Ihe  Uidt  of 

(he  Cnited  Stale*       1440,  144i,  lii«,  KSI, 

\m,m 

on  the  bill  for  raising  a  priivinonal  irnir  lMi,IHI 
00  the  bill  fix   the   pmiahnmit  of  tertHB 

crime.-  -  -  -  S103, 1113,11)1 
on  the  abrogilion  of  treatiw        -  ■  Iltl 

on  an  additional  naval  armament  -  tlH 

North  Carolina,  a  bill  giving  assent  of  Congnsi  U 

two  acts  of  this  Slats,  reported         -      ■  ISH 

ordered  to  the  third  resdiog  -      -  in 

pawd      -  .       .      -IM 

NorthandVes^,  Measn.,  repononthepstitiai(i(  (H 

a  committee  appointed  10  bring  in  a  hill  ^ 

their  relief tf( 

the  bill  ordered  to  the  third  raading      -      -  1^ 


ordered  to  the  third  reeding 


Nm^  Rights,  a  reaolulion  calling  on  the  Presi- 
dent for  information  respecting  the  cooduct 
of  the  Britiih  Govemment  towards  the  neu- 
tral rights  of  commerce  since  the  ratificaliali 
of  Ihe  treat;,  laid  on  the  Ubie 


amended  bj  the  Seikate      >        ...  Til 
amendments  eonciured  in   -        -       .       -  t13 
,  Norlhweslem  TerrJtor;,  a  resolation  propoBngcei- 

tain  advantages  to  settlers  in  the,  r^nrtei  IH) 
;  I  a  letter  from  the  Suneyoi  General  on  Ibsnh- 

I  JBol  of  aurveys  in  aaij  Teriitoiy,  refwred    1371 

I  repotted  on        -         -         .         .        .        -  Ittt 

I  a  bill  for  the  sale  of  Isods  in  Ihe,  recavsd    -  IM 

(»ee  Landt.) 
I  Nonrae,  Joa^ih,  a  tnU  (or  his  leliel^  receind  13S1|  It 


Ktm  York,  a  petition  from  Ihe  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce, prajing  that  the  fortifications  in  Ihe 
harbor  oC,  may  be  completed,  preeenled  and 
reJerred  ...... 

report  thereon  ----.. 

^iewBpapers,  order  for  supplying  them  to  members 
a  report  on  the  subject  of  eichange  newspa- 

P»™ 

eommiUed         ...... 

Hieholaa,  Mr.,  of  Virginia,  on  the  reference  of  the 
Preailenl's  Speech  .... 

on  Ihe  Qosker  majnorial    .        .         ^        _ 


.1171 


referred    -        .         .        -        .        .       .  M 

Navy,  a  bill  for  the  govemmoit  of  the,  teporled  ■  17 

ordered  to  (he  third  reading         -        -       -  " 

a  Irill  for  augmenting  Ihe  navy  and  flting  (be 
pay  of  captains  of  ships  or  vcsssts  of  war, 
reported        -  -        -        .       -  M' 

dsbeted tSt3,» 

ordered  lo  the  third  reading         -        -       - 1* 


DiqinzedhyGoOt^le 


Houat  Ptveeeding*  and  Debatta. 


Nkt;— contiDoed- 
AtHher  iMMled - 
pu»d      -        - 
>  lull  making  ippropriitioni  I 

of  the  navy,  rqwited 
aderad  lo  the  third  reidling 


•  sse? 

-  SS83 

-  S8I7 

-  3031 
■  S023 

■  bill  filing  the  pay  of  oqjUiiu  uid  comouEid- 
era  of  ibipa  ol  w*r,  repoTUd    -        -         -  3S83 

ordered  to  ihe  (bird  raading,  and  the  motiTe  of 

the  biU  expliinad S916 

S91S 


ting  the  niiinber  of  in 

nilh  theii  tonnige  and  mm- 


-  SOU 


Ncw^per^  oider  fin  (Oppljing  them  to  membaci  84 1 9 
Nicbolu,  Mr.,  of  Virginia,  on  Ihe  alien  end  aedi- 

tion  laws  3439,  3481,  34e8,  3TSS,  SSS4,  3aS^ 
3003 
on  the  reaolation  for  diatributiiig  copiea  of  the 

ConMitation 3462 

OD  tba  bankmiit  bill   -  -         34flS,  3B80 

on  the  impmehment  of  William  Blonnt  34T1,  3487 

OD  UBorpatiDn  of  EiacDtiie  anthori^  3483,  MBS, 

Selfi,  SU4,  1691,  3ft93,   3800,   3717 

on  the  lull  further  to  nvpend  commerdai  in- 

tercoune  with  Franoe  3733,  3741,  37G9,  3781, 

3763 

on  an  additional  rule  -        -        -        I7B7,  3738 

on  the  augmentation  of  tho  Navy        -        •  3861 

on  the  bill  vesting  the  power  of  reUiiation  in 

the  PteaideDt  in  certain  aeea  -  3907,  SOOS 
on  the  ineit—c  ofialarieaof  EiecotiTe  oflleera  3634 
on  the  Inll  to  anthorize  Ihe  capture  of  French 

armed  leeaeli  .  .  -  .  SBjU  3044 
on  the  reeolntion  for  eipetlins  Mr.  Lytm  trran 

the  Hoiue 3961 

on  tfaelHl]  toaathariwadetaehment  from  the 

miUtiB 1981 

Nordiweateni  Tenitoiy,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for 
establishing  a  aupmne  court  for  the,  cum- 


Officen  and  aoldien,  a  bUI  for  the  r«lief  of  the  legal 
reprewntatiTe*  of  inch,  aa  aerTed  daring 
the  war  and  died  between  the  montbi  of 

March  and  Norember  1T88  reported         -    776 

debated 810 

bill  loet 83S 

a  report  on  the  nibject  of  retierof  non-com- 

minioned  officen  and  'oJilien  -        -  1373 

a  reaolntion  on  the  mbject  negatiied    -         -   1374 
Old  Point  (;omfort,  Virginia,  a  copy  of  the  act  of 
the  LegielatQta  of  Virginia  cnling  to  the 
United  States  two  acres  of  land  for  a  light- 
hoDse  tx,  recet*ed  -        -        -        -        .  1346 
(See  LIght-houta  4-e.) 
Otii  Mr,,  of  Munch usPtts,  on  the  anawer  to  the 

Presidenfi  Speech  -        -        -        -    647 

on  the  motioa  to  excnse  Mr.  Lyon  trom  at- 
tending Ihe  ceremony  of  presenting  the 


1919 
-  304S 


Ohio  Iinde.     (Bee  Land*.)  ' 

Otis,  Mr.  of  Masaachuaetta,  tm  (he  anawer  to  the 

Pieaident'a Speech  103,  197,  IS8,  314,  334,  333  j 
on  defensive  meanirce  -  341,368,183,390 
on  the  bill  for  defence  of  the  porta  and  harbora 

of  the  United  Statee        -       808,309,817,819 

on  BipstrialioQ 888 

on  the  bill  for  ptoteetian  of  the  trade  of  Ae 

United  8ui« 360 

on  atampdutim  809,  401,  407,  410,  416,  430,  430  | 

HiGono  aiaaiov. 

Oaths,  ■  Kaotnlion  for  appointing  ■  eomaoMe  to  < 

nport  on  the  pro|Hiely  of  employing  cer-  I 

tain  officers  of  the  Senate  and  Bouse  to  ad-  | 

minister  ostha  dec.  .         -         .        -  1060 

a  lull  for  that  porpoae  repnted     -        -        -  1371  I 

oiiatd  to  the  third  leading         .        -        .  1370  | 

p«Md 1380 

amendmants  Mooamd  in  -       •       -       -  1660 


660 


on  granting  leave  to  the  committee  on   th< 

protection  of  commerce  to  rqwrt  by  bill     -    607 

on  foreign  coins         ...      736,  SOS,  80S 

on  the  bill  for  the  protection  of  ctMnmeroe  766,  7T3 

1819,  1833 

on  land  titlce  in  Tenneasee         -        -        -    816 

on  thecaaeofMeasia  Gtiawold  and  Lyon  987,  1040 

1041 

on  the  foretgn  intercourae  bill      -        -        -  it4S 

on  rclatioDa  with  France  1366,  1360,  1331,  ISSO 

1370 

OD  the  rales  of  the  Houae  -  1387,  ISOl 

(Ml  the  bill  for  an  anicaUa  settlement  of  L'mita 

with  Georgia         ...  1303,  1308 

on  the  bill  for  the  defence  of  the  porta  and  har- 
bora of  the  United  Sutea  -        -  1805 
on  the  bill  fbi  raising  an  additiimal  eorpa  of 

artillerj 14S4 

on  the  tall  for  the  pnrcbase  of  cannon,^.   -  1418 
(mthebill  for  the  protection  of  the  trade  of  the 

Unittd  Stales  ■        -  1460,   148S 

on  the  bill  for  raising  a  provisional  aimy  103S,  1841, 
1733 
Ml  the  bill  supplementary  to  the  above  -  1940 

OD  the  bill  to  eotabliah  the  Navy  Department  IM7 
on  the  naturaliiatitm  law  1608,  1S69,  1070,  1671, 
1670,  1381 
on  presents  lo  Hiinstera  ....  1080 
on  additional  men ue         -        -  1608,   1696 

on  the  memorial  of  Captain  Magnien's  greo- 

adier  compary        ....        -  1714 
on  the  bill  concerning  alien  enemiea  1790,   IfiSfl, 
1009,  3016 


with  France  - 
on  the  bill  to  authorize  the  defence  of  merchant 

vesaels lOQO 

on  the  bill  to  provide  arms  for  the  militia      .  1033 
on  aeditiona  practices  ....  1959 

on  the  reaolntion  raqDasting  the  Preeidenl  lo 

iDstruct  Mr.  Gerry  lo  continue  the  n^otia. 

tiona  with  the  French  DirecUny  .  .  S080 
on  thetdllforthepuaiahmentof  Crimea  3I0S,  3140 
on  the  abrogation  of  trealies        -        .        .3136 


DiqinzedhyGoOt^le 


Uzziii 


IXZXJT 


Houte  Proceedingt  aad  Debate*. 


Otia,  Mr.,  of  MuMchaaetta— Mtititioed.  Page. 

on  niorpatioa  of  EiecotiTs  authrait;  3533,  SG8T, 
S6B8,  3874,  SBSS 
on  improMiaeiit  of  ■Bcmen  3A46,  3664 

oa  (timp  datl«  3667,  S660,  !OGS,  3G6T.  357D, 
SG71,  3GT3,  3674,  3803,  3806,  3810,  3814 
on  in  addition*!  rale  ....  3733 

on  the  motion  for  printing  tbe  dopatcbn  fnmi 

the  Amoncan  Envoys  at  Puia  -        -  3TS9 

on  tha  till  faitber  to  nu^nd  comnwrcitl  inter- 
coDiM  with  Fnmce  -        - 1743, 

3770,  3781 

-  SS74 
Franch 

3B30,  3038 

-  3087 


>n  the  incnue  of  the  Ann; 

)n  the  Inll  TMting  the  power  c 

the  Pieudent  in  eertun  can 

t>  of  the  81 


-  S04g 


P(ik«r,  Mr.,  of  Viigini*,  on  defen 

380,  300 
on  the  bill  to  anthorin  the  Pnaident  to  pn>- 

Tide  gall«7«  fbr  the  defence  of  the  cout  840 

on  the  Inll  for  the  proteetiDa  of  ihe  trade  of  the 
United  State*         -       860,  803,  867,  878,  408 
Port!  and  haibora,  a  rewIntJon  tai  making  fliither 
proTiiion  for  the  defence  of,  preaenled  and 

debated 889 

a  Inll  to  provide  for  fortifieatlon  0^  rqioited  193, 397 
debate  on  the  tall       -        .        ■        -     368,  806 

billpaMed 834 

PattM,  Mr.,  of  Rhode  leland,  on  Ihe  aunrer  to 

the  Preodent's  Speech    -        .        -    313,  330 
<Ml  delcn>i«e  meaiuree  -        -     374,  383 

on  (he  tnll  for  the  defence  of  porta  and  har- 

bon 300,  808 

on  the  Ull  for  lainng  in  additiaDal  Corp*  ot 

artillerr 847 

on  the  bill  for  the  protection  of  trade  -        -    860 
on  itamp  dntiea  .        -      398,  406,  480 

Presdent  of  the  United  Btatei,  fail  proclamation 

for  conTening  an  extra  leMon  of  CongreM      49 
hii  Speech  at  tbe  opening  of  the  efwioii       .       M 
randry  doeomeDta  referred  to  in  the  Speech 

of,  reeaved  -  -        -      S4  to  67 

•newer  of  the  Honie  to  the  Speech  of  67 

hie  reply  thereto        >         -        .        .        ,    837 
Prorideat's  Meeeige.     (See  Meuagt-) 
Priionen  under  the  lawi  of  tbe  United  State*, 
resolu^oD  fbr  appropriating  money  Gh:  tbe 
erection  of  jaila  for  the  conGnemeot  of, 
negatived      ......    433 

PnTateeiing,  s  bin  for  the  prevention  of,  reemTed  347 
recommitted  .-.-..  363 
reported  and  ordered  to  be  engroeied    -        -    SS7 

puKd 381 

Prite*,  a  committee  ippainted  to  bring  in  a  bill  to 

preieni  (he  eale  of,  in  certain  cane  -        '    367 
a  bill  to  prevent  Taaaela  taken  from  citiieni  of 
(he  United  States  by  foreign  Powere  from 
receinng  new  regiMsTB,  repotted      -        -    810 

pM*ed 833 

Protetfion  of  trader  measorea  for.  (See  CoMmove 
andTVoA.) 


il  Army.     (See  ^Iriny.) 


Paper,  petition  from  manufactaren  0^  piaying  1 
hitler  duly  on  the  imp(»ted  artid^  pn- 
•ented  and  referred  >  -       -    { 

Puker,   Isaa^  of  Maasachnsetta;  on  the  Qnaka 


CD  the  acta  of  limitatioD    -        -        .       . 
OD  Uie  bill  lor  the  protactian  of  ooiiiDerce 
on  the  foreign  inleiconrse  bill 
Parker,  Joaiah,  of  Virginia,  on  Ihe  (Joakei  taaco 

rial 

on  Ihe  cliim  of  Geo.  Eosdosko 

on  the  resolutiDn  for  eipelting  Mean.  Giit 

mdd  and  Ljon  ..... 
on  ralationa  with  Prance  .  -  -  . 
OD  Ihe  Irill  for  the  relief  of  sick  and  dinUtd 


on  the  bill  for  tbe  motection  of  tnde  IIU,  IS 
on  Ihe  memoriai  of  C^itain  Magiuen'i  gio- 

adiircUDpany  1706,1709,17 

Fensioaa^  report  on  the  subject  of  placing  cv- 

tain  persDDs  on  the  pension  list,  committeiJ  B 
a  bill  directing  Ihe  Secretary  of  War  to  plan 

certain  persons  on  the  penaian  list,  rtfioctid  I 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 

amendments  of  the  Senits,  committed 
ooocarred  in  -  -  •  -  • 
a  oonunittee  appointed  (o  inqnire  «ha(  sltmi' 

tion*  are  neoessaiy  in  the  *ct  ■— i—W 

invalid  pansionen 
rqiort  of  (he  committee      - 
eoncmred  in     - 
report  on  the  petitiooa  of  aondry,  foe  in- 

emaee  of  pennon,  laid  on  the  taUe         -  H 
Peimsylvania,  a  memori&l  tmat  sandry  meaibm 

of  tbe  Legialalure  of  this  State,  en  poUic 

aflUra 13 

Philadelphia  College  of  Phyaidaiu,  a  letter  from 

titt  Preaident  of  this  inatiltitiMl  on  die  nA- 

ject  of  contagione  diaeoes,    laid  on  ike 


Hnckney,  Mr.,  of  Sonth  Carolina,  on  the  unrer 
to  the  I^rendent'a  Speech    -        -        .       -   f 
on  granting  leave  to  the  Uommitlee  on  (be 
Protection  of  Conimarce  to  report  by  bill     ^ 


n  the  claim  of  General  Koadnako  -  -  ' 
n  the  bill  fin'  the  protection  of  commerce  -  ' 
n  the  billfortherellef  of  the  legal  r^naent- 

ttivea  of  deceaaed  officwa  •  .  -  S 
n  naval  appropriations  -  .  .  -  B 
n  the  foreign  inteiconraa  bill  -  .  -  S 
n  the  case  of  Measn.  Gtiawold  aikd  Lyon  '0 
D  relations  with  Prance    .  13GS,  ISM,  13 

<n  tlie  bill  fbr  the  relief  of  aick  and  diMtded 


on  the  Inll  for  deJence  of  pOTia  end  harbon  -  13 
00  the  bill  for  TMamg  an  additioDal  corps  of 
artillery 1401^  ■< 

00  Ihe  bill  for  niM  '  '      '        "        " 


DiqinzedhyGoOt^le 


Izzzn 


Honae  Proceeding*  and  Debalea. 


Pollock,  OUvec,  npoit  on  the  petiCitHi  o^  connd- 

«red S58 

«  bill  for  hii  reliif  r^)orteil  -  .  -  S63 
negatived  ....  1030,  1048 
Pon*  tad  hubon,  debate  <hi  ■  reiolDtion  for  mak- 
ing an  appnipriatien  br  the  Ibitiflcatian  of  138 1 
iMolution  agreed  to  and  a  bill  ordered  -  1383 
■  bill  nipplementary  to  the  act  for  defence  of, 

raponed 1384 

debated 1894 

-  1403 


Pcatmaaten^  petiticHi  of  aandiy  dc^nty  poatmait- 
«n  in  rdation  to  their  accoantabililj  for 
valnable  papan,  Ac,  loit  in  paieing 
thiongfa  their  i^cea,  preaaoled  and  ctnn- 


report  of  the  cominiltee  laid  on  the  table      -  1 
Foat  Office^  &c,  rewlotion  foi  appointing  a  com- 
mittee to  report  wbat  alteialioni  are  necee- 
•al7  in  the  act  eatabliehing  the  Foat  Office, 


report  of  the  comaiittee  ippoinled  to  report 
on  the  illBratiDai  neceBai;  in  the  act  le- 
■pectiug  the  Pwt  Office,  Ice. 
diHgned  to  and  the  inbject  reeommilled 
a  bill  in  idiliiaon  lo  sitd  act,  reported  - 
poatponed  to  the  next  seenmi      ... 
a  iHitation  directing  the  Portmuter  Geaeral 
to  report  ■  Bjatam  for  eompriaing  into  one, 
■It  the  Uv8  on  Ibe  tntgect  of  the  post  olS- 
oee,  dtc,  heiKtofore  puied      .         .        . 
Praaenta  to  Minietere,  a  letter  from  Tboa.  Pinek- 
nej  asking  the  conaeiit  of  Congresa  to  hia 
acceptance  of  certain  preaenti  oflered  htm 
b;  Ihe  Govemmenta  of  Great  Britain  and 
Bptun,  committed  .        .        -        -        . 
a  raaolutioD  anthoriziDg  him  to  accept  the 
preaento,  received  from  the  Beaate  - 


debated 

negatived  ...... 

obaervationa  of  Mr.  Pinckne;  on  tlie  lubject 
naolntioD  declaring   the   motive  which  in- 
duced the  Honae  to  reject  the  reaololion    - 

Preaident  of  the  United  Butea,  hia  Speech  at  the 
opening  of  the  aeanon    .... 

committed         ...... 

debate  on  the  qoeation  of  reference 

*a««ret  to  his  Speech  .... 

hit  reply  -.---.- 
driwle  on  a  reaolntion  calling  on  him  lo  ecm- 
mnnieate  the  deapatchea  lOceiTed  from  the 
Amwiean  EnToye  at  Pari*      ... 
rercdatinn   agreed  to  and   a  committee  ap- 
pointed to  wait  on  him  therewith     - 
hia  Meaaage  in  anawer  to  the  rcaoltitian 
PreaidBnt'a  Heaiage.     (See  Metiagt.) 
PilTilegea,  a  Committee  of,  appoiated 

(>!ee  Breath  of  Privilrgt.) 
Protection  of  trade,  Ac     (8m   Commerce  and 

TVuJe.) 
Fraviaional  army.     (See  Armg. ) 
Publicatioa  of  debatea.      (See  Debate*. ) 


rarktr,  Joaiah,  of  Virginia,  on  the  alieii  and  aedi- 


nUwa 


amen    -        -         -  3Sfi6 
the  BQgmuilatian  of  the  Navy        .  2833,  3871 
on  the  bill  lo  aulhorize  the  capture  of  French 
armed  veaarii         ....  3931,3838 
Paikai,  laaac,  of  MaiiKhuaetta,  on  naurpUtoD  of 

Eiecntiieanthority        ....  8877 
on  the  alien  and  sedition  lawa     -    -    - 
Fetitiona,  report  reapecting  thoae  pending  ii 


laatae 


3800 


3444 


3588, 
3808 
3681 

97» 


3488 


Pinckn^,  Mr.,  of  Soalh  Carolina,  on  the  impeaeh- 
menl  of  William  Bloont    -        .        .        . 
on  oaurpatiora  of  Executive  anthority    3B0D,  S 
3694,  I 
on  the  bankrupt  bill  -        -        -        -  3fiT9,  3 
on  the  reaolntion  Tar  printing  the  deqiatehea 

&om  the  American  Envoys  at  Paris 
on  the  bill  forther  to  itupend  commercia]  in- 

terconrae  with  France    -        -        -  37M,  » 
en  ilamp  dntiea         .        .  .        .  s 

on  the  bill  lo  antlioTiie  the  capture  of  Fiemch 

•nned  veiaels        ....  asss,  3 
on  inopuB  of  the  Army     -  3033,3031,3 

Poat  Office,  Ac. ,  a  committee  appointed  lo  report 
what  alleratiDns  are  neeeaaaiv  in  the  act  re- 
apecting the  Poet  OffiM,  Ac.  - 
a  Inll  to  Mdjliih  the  Peat  Office,  dre.,  rqMnt- 

-  3017 

-  3018 
a  bill  to  alter  and  diaconlinae  certain  routea 

and  lo  estabHih  olhera,  reported       •        -  3973 
Freaident  of  the  Uaitad  Statea,  lua  Speech  at  die 

openiikg  of  the  eeanoo  ....  3490 
committed  .--...  343( 
enbjecta  of  tlie  Speech  relened  lo  af^nopriatB 

commitleei  --....  3441 
uawer  to  the  Speech         -        .        ,        .  3488 

hia  reply 3443 

a  reaotutian  calling  upon  him  for  infiHTnatioo 
in  rotation  lo  afliiin  with  Prance,  laid  on 
die  table       ......  3(^73 

a  reaolntion  calling  upon  him  far  infbrmatiwi 
in  relation  to  the  decree  of  the  French  Di- 
rectory, reapecting  citiiens  of  nential  oa- 
tions  band  on  board  Britiah  ahips,  laid  oo 
the  table        -        .  .        -3914 

taken  op  and  debated         ....  S916 

■greed  to 3918 

hia  meaaage  in  answer  to  the  reacdatton        .  3917 
Freaidrat'e  Meeaage.     (See  Jtfessi^. ) 
FiiaoiMrs  of  war,  resolotioD  inatrucling  the  com- 
_:..  defence  to  nport  what  provinaa 


ii  neoeaaary  to  defray  the  ei, 
id  aa&-keepir^{  of 


.  3918 


Qnakera,  a  memorja]  from  a  yearly  meeting  oC 
calling  the  altcntian  af  Congreas  to  tlie 
oj^treaaed  condition  of  Aeir  A^ean  brath- 
ren,  and  the  prevalence  of  general  vice  and 
immorali^  .-.--. 
debate  on  the  aecond  reading,  and  nrferiBDce 
of  the  meiDOiiat      -        -        -        .        . 


DiqinzedhyGoOt^le 


txxxvii 


\xxxm 


Ikmae  Proceedings  and  Debatt*. 


oommitted 
debtUd  - 
coaaimi  i\ 


QiwnntiDe,  ■  bill  rMpecting  quanntiiie  and  health 


taken  up  - 

debated    ■         ■        -        - 

ordered  to  the  third  reading 

amandmenti  concurred  in  - 


-  2753 

-  3T9I 

-  «7fl4 

-  8796 

-  3796 

-  S967 


Betam  at  aims,  dec.,  reMlaCion  c^ng  on  the 

Proddsnt  ibr  a      -        ...        -    381 
BavBDua,  resolution  for  laieing  rereaue  ulaqiute 
to  the  rnmbaraement  of  the  nim  proftoMd 
to  be  bOTrtmed  for  the  natianal  defence     -    SS3 
a  bill  to  provide  more  cllectuallf  far  the  col- 
lodion of  the  internal  revenne,  rcfwrted    -    334 
committee  dieobaiged  from  further  coniiden- 
tim  of  the  bill       .        -        .        .         . 
Rolea,  a  committee  appoiDlad  to  reriae  the  - 

thoee  of  the  1*^  Hoiub  adopted  for  the  pf«> 


Rn&etfbrd,  I 


G3 


,  election  of  Geneml  Morgan 
■dby.    (See  JWoTgun.) 
Rutledge,  Mi.,  of  Sooth  Camliaa,  on  the  annnr 

to  the  Preaidait'i  ^leech-       -        -       98, 8S3 
an  defendTe  mtantm        -        -        .        .    %^ 
OD  the  bill  for  the  defence  of  porta  and  bar- 
bora      807,  310,320 

OD  the  bill  for  the  protectim  of  trade  -  -  373 
cm  etamp  duliea  .  -  -  .  3B6, 405 
on  the  impeachment  of  William  Blount    466,  464 


Reed,  Mr-,of  MiHaehuaetta,  on  the  acta  of  limita- 


on  the  foreigD  intercourae  bill      -        ■         - 
Refogeea.  a  bill  fur  relief  of  the  mfugeea  from  Can- 
ada and  Nam  Scotia,  coDunitted 
comsHttee  diacbarged,  and  a  new  bill  ordered 

repotted  - 

rMooiinittad      ..-.-. 

ordered  to  the  third  leadiug,  and  ptseid 
amended  by  the  Senate      -        .        .        . 
amendmenla  referred  to  a  aeled  committee    - 

reoommitled      ...... 

the  Senate  inaiat  on  their  amendnMUta 

committee  of  aDnlereDce  appoioted  . 

report  of  the  committee  .... 
Re^alered  debt.  (See  Dtbtaftke  Untied  &ata.) 
Report  on  aundi;  daime   -        >         .        .        . 

on  the  eipedienc;  of  exempting  certain  claims 
from  the  operation  of  the  act  of  limitationa 


Reportou  the petitiana of  aimdr;  holdereof  bUliof 


n  addiiional  n 


Im 


•IStt 
■IM 


Beporlara.    (Sae  Ru/e». ) 
Retrenchment.    (See  Expenditura.) 
Retenue,  motion  for  appointing  a  commitiee  teia- 
qnire  what  alleratioDi  are  necesaa;;  in  the 
act  regulating  the  compeimtian  of  colieetun 
of  dutiei  on  imporle  and  tonnage     -       -   m 
report  on  the  subject  of  additiwul  reTenns  -  15|] 
recommitted      ......  [^ff 

again  reported  ......  iJij 

debated ISBS,l(1! 

referred  to  the  CommitleeofWajvaDdHeuu  IIH 
revolution  for  appointiitg  a  committee  to  re- 
port a  bin  fur  the  more  effectual  colleoioD 
of  cntain  internal  revenue       -        .       -  I7T1 
a  biU  for  that  purpoae  paa»d       .         -        -  IBll 
amended  hj  the  Senate 


-  IH7 


a  bill  locootinue  the  Gnl  lecdim 


Reviaal  and  uofiaidied  buaineaa,  a  eommitlee  tH, 
appointed      -        .         .         ... 

Rhode  leland,  reaolutioD  of  the  Legialatore  ti  thu 
State  in  relaliou  to  the  etamp  act  and  the 
enactment  of  a  law  to  provide  an  nniforai 
ayatem  of  weighta  and  meaaareB 

Romultia,  caie  of  the  bmoua  hone,  so  called 

Ralea,  motion  for  a  committee  to  prepare  ■'■"'^■"f 
rules  for  the  Houae  .  ... 

negatiied  ...         ... 

aa  amradment  to  the  mla  in  relation  to  Ibe 
reconsideration  of  quesliona  p 


1<QD 
-IW 


on  land  litlea  ir 
of  tbe  committee  ^ipointed  to  report  a  bank- 
rupt ayslem  ...... 


reported  .         .         .        - 

rejected    -  -  -  -  1»8S,  IHI 

an  amendment  in  relation  to  motiona  ior  ad' 

joumnient,  proposed      .         .        .       .  Iiai 
committed         ......  ih) 

reported lOH 

diaagieed  to      -         .        -      .  -        -       -  Vtl 
a  motioD  to  amend  the  roles  bj  adding  a  yro- 

viaion  ior  the  accoznmodation  of  reporten, 

taidonthetdble llW 

taken  up  and  referred  to  select  eommittae      -  IHt 
report  of  the  committee      .         .  .  lUS 

a  report  on  all  the  abore  motiona  cotundered  It^ 
IIK 
an  additional  rule  propoeed  .        -       -  IIH 

agreed  to  ......  I7TI 

other  motions  to  amend  the  rules  laid  on  the 

table ISH 

a  motion  to  readnd  the  rule  against  speaking 

more  than  once  to  the  aanu!  queation        -  'BU 

agreed  to IBM 

Rutherford,  Robert.     (See  Morgan,  Gerw^) 
Rntlcdge,  Mr.,  of  South  Carolina,  on  the  Anawet 

to  the  Preddent's  Specdi        •        .        -   Ui 
on  the  (Joaker  memoiial    -        -    6S9,  M7,  iW 


DiqinzedhyGoOt^le 


House  Proceedings  and  Debatet. 


Ratlcdgc,  Mi.,  of  B.  Cnoliiia — ooDtinoed.  Pige- 

on grantinft  team  to  the  committee  ontbepre- 

tection  of  eommfice  to  repoit  bj  bill  SB£ 

on  the  bill  for  protection  ofcomiDerM  -  -  766 
on  Ihe  report  on  tbe  petition  of  the  daughtera 

of  Count  deGraaae         -        -        -        -    793 


on  iuid  ti(!»  in  TenucMM  -  -  -  8M 
on  oaTHl  appro  priatioas  ....  eS6 
DO  the  cue  of  Mean.  Grinrold  and  Lyon  -  990, 
1000 
on  leUeiona  w>lh  France  -  12S4,  13SS,  1S66 
onralMof  theHaQM         -        -  ISSE^  1804 

onthebillfbraettlemeatitfliniilawithGeorgia  1307 
<m  the  bill  for  defence  of  porta  and  barbora  -  1400 
on  the  bill  foi  the  parcham  of  cannon,  dec.  -  1431 
on  the  bill  for  laiaing  a  praviaional  army  IG34, 
1948 
on  the  natoralinlion  law  -  1973,  IfiOO,  1S91 
on  the  memorial  of  Captain  Hagnien'a  grena- 
dier company  ...  1710,  17SS 
on  the  bill  to  nupend  commercial  ialercoorae 

with  France  .....  ies3 

on  \tUat  of  marque,  dec.  -  -  .  -  1891 
on  the  Ull  to  provide  arms  Ibr  the  miUtla  -  1 939 
on  the  bin  concerning  alien  enemiea    -         •  3001 


Iteport  on   the  inbject  reapeeting 

known  as  the  alien  and  aeditian  tawi  .  S68tt 
Retaliation,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  vealing  the 

power  of  retaliation  in  the  Preaident  of  the 

United  Statea,  in  certain  caaaa,  reedTsd  -  t884 
debute  on  committing  Ihe  bill      -        -         .  3907 

conunitled 3914 

debated 8046 

paaaed 8053 

Ruk>,  iBaolution  for  anModing  the  mha,  in  relation 

to  motioDi  fiir  adjonrnment,  laid  on  the 

table     ■         ■ 2783 

taken  up  anddd>at«d         ....  37SS 

negatiTed 8739 

Rutted^  Mr.,  of  Smth  Candina,   on  the  aUta 

and  eedition  lam  .  -  -  ■  .  8149 
on  mntpation  ofEiecotiie  authority  3499,  3034 
on  an  additional  rate  .  ,  -  -  .  .  3780 
on  the  bill  reating  the  power  of  retaliation  in 

the  Prendenl  in  oeftain  caaea  .  3007,3913 

en  the  bill  to  authoriie  the  captmt  of  Prmeb 

armed  Teaela         -        -        -  3931.  3940 


Bait.     (Bee  Dutiei.) 

Sergeant.at-anDB  elected 63 

Bewail,  Mr.,  of  MaHK^iDartbi,  on  the  Anawer  to 

the  Freaident'a  Speech  -  -  199,307,330 
on  defenaive  meuurea  -  -  -  -  399 
an  Am  bill  to  aalhoiize  a  detachment  firom  At 

militia 330 

(HI  the  bill  (o  aulhoiiie  the  Preaident  to  pro- 
vide galley  for  the  deience  of  the  coaet     -     340 
on  eipalriatioa  -        -      349,  860,  399 

ontbebilirorpnMeelionof  trade         -      S63,  384 
onitampdotiea         38S,  409,  411,  416,  416,418, 
421,433,430 
on  additional  apprt^ciatiMii         -  -    438 

on  tbe  impeachment  of  William  Bloont     461,403 


Page. 

Shepaid,  Hr.,  of  ManachQsetta,an  the  loll  for  laii- 

ing  an  additional  corpa  of  artillery   -      326,  34S 

on  the  duty  on  aalt 443 

Ship'a  ragiateia.     (See  Priia.) 

BitgreaTea,  Mr.,  of  Peniiay1*aria,  on  apptnnting  a 

committee  on  unfiniabed  bnaineaa     .         •        00 

on  dig  Annrer  to  the  Pnndenf  a  Speech    00,190, 

211,  313,  310,810 

OD  dtebiO  for  defence  of  porta  and  haibwv  007, 818, 

318 


oftraae      860,  809,  370, 
371 
on  the  act  of  the  laat  aearion  in  relatioo  to  the 

time  for  the  next  meetiog  of  Congiaaa        -     377 

on  atamp  dntia  -    8S8,  889,  S9fi,  3M,  430 

on  the  inipeachinent  of  William  Dlannt    448,  440, 

493,  469,460,  401,  408 

Wnnof,  Mr.,  afMaMachnaella,  on  thebiU  fbrihe 

defence  of  porta  and  harbore  .  .  807,  310 
on  (he  bill  to  anthoiiie  a  detachment  from  the 

■nililia 307,  810 

on  Ihe  dutiea  on  wines,  Ste.        ...    890 
on  Ihe  impoKhoMnt  of  William  Blount     .  -    t4t 
Smith,  Mr.  W .,  of  South  CuoHiu,  on  tbe  election 

ofCleik        ....  -        .      61 

on  the  Anawer  to  the  Prendent'a  Speech      70,  7^ 

06,  161,    193,  194,    198,    199,  307,  800,   311, 

313,  387,  333 

on  defenatye  measorea     S9t,  340,  341,  342,  313, 

344,  257,    379,   383,  383,  384,   289,  387  869, 

295 

on  the  bill  to  jverent  the  expottatioQ  of  arma, 

dtc 340 

on  appointing  an  agent  in  relation  to  Briliah 

claim* 301 

onieqniBtiontoflluHtia    -         .        -     803,393 
on  appointing  a  CommiHee  of  Wa;r*  ■nd 

Meani 897 

on  the  bill  for  defence  of  porta  and  haiboiB  899,  300, 
804,  306,  309,  316,  317,  330 
on  the  bill  for  raiaing  an  additional  corpa  of 

artilleiy 336,341 

on  expstrialion 350,  354 

ontbeUlICir  [Holaclian»rtrtde      360,  363,  306, 
368,  373,  376,  393 
on  the  act  of  tbe  last  aearion,  filing  Ihe  time 

for  the  neit  meeting  of  Congrea  .  .  377 
on  iriTBiting  (he  Preaident  with  power  to  lay 

and  regulate  embargoea  ...         -     888 

on  itunp  dutiea        389,  393,  394,  397,  401,  413, 

414,  41fl,  416,  417,  420 

on  additional  appropriations        .        -         -     489 

on  the  duty  on  nit 441 

on  the  bill  to  anihorite  a  loui      -        -      444,  446 
Smith,  Mr.  N.,  of  Connedjent,  on  the  anawer  lo 

the  Preaidenl'a  Speech  .  -  -  308, 310 
on  the  bill  fordefence  of  porta  and  harboia  -  817 
on  aipetriition  .-..--  363 
on  the  bill  for  the  protection  of  trade  -  .  373 
on  atamp  dutiea  ....  404,419 
on  additiooal  approptinlioiu  -        -    438 

Smith,  Mr.  S. ,  of  Maryland,  on  tbe  anawer  to  the 

Preaidenl'a  Speech  -        -        -     313, 381 

on  defeDdva  mamma       340,  341, 169. 399, 174, 

376,  >89,  3»« 


DiqinzedhyGoOt^le 


Hmue  Prwxedinga  and  Debatea. 


Snudi,  Mr.  S.,  of  Hwyluid — continDed.  Pa(e. 

on  the  bill  to  prevent  the  eiportation  of  aims, 

&c. 348,  349 

on  the  bill  for  detniGC  of  porta  aud  harbors    803, 
303,  304,  307,  310 
onlbe  bill  for  raising  an  mlilitional  eorpaofar- 

tUlei7 339,  341,  84S 

on  the  bill  to  authoiize  a  deUchment  from  the 
militia-        -         -        -        -        -        -    837 

OD  the  bill  to  ptovide  galleys  for  defooce  of  the 

coast 33S,340 

on  expatriatioa  .....     343 

on  the  bill  fof  the  protection  of  trade    -    36!),  364, 

SOT,  369 

Speaker  elected 50 

hig  remarks  on  taking  the  Chair  -        -        -      51 
oath  administeied  to  bim    ....      53 
Spirits.    (See  D^^tia.) 
Stamp  dnUe^  a  bill  lajing  a  alamp  do^  on  velltmi, 

pipsr.  Sue,  Tqmrted      ....    381 

debated 387 

pamd 443 

Stanford,  Mi.,  of  North  Carolina,  on  the  bill  for 

the  protection  of  trade    ....    406 
Stock,  a  bill  from  the  8cnat«  to  raTive  and  continne 

the  act  to  authorize  a  tranater  uf,  pimrrt  '    447 
Swanwick,  Mr.,  of  Pemuylvania,  on  appmnting  a 

comimttee  on  unfinished  biuineaa  •  63,  63 
on  the  anawcr  to  the  Fre«dent'a  Speech  110,  300, 
SIS 
DO  defenaive  meaaurea  -  240,  363,  266,  373, 
286,  389 
on  the  bill  Ibr  defence  of  porta  and  harbors  311,316 
on  llie  bil]  for  raising  an  additionsl  corpa  of 

attiller; 314 

on  expatriation  ......    3S3 

on  the  bill  for  the  protection  of  trade    -      371,381 

on  stamp  dutiea  387,  388,  390,  397, 400,  404, 407, 

413,433,433,430 


Salsriea,  report  on  the  subject  of  die  aalariea  of 

clerks  in  the  public  offices       ... 

a  rqiort  on  the  nlaries  of  the  meaaengera  in 

the  Departments    ..... 

Sands,  Comfort,  a  report  on  Che  petition  of, 

gLgreed  to  -.-.,. 

a  bill  for  hia  reUef  reported         ...    786 
recommilted      -        .        -        .        . 
Seamen,  a  bill  for  relief  of  sick  and  dtnblcd 

men,  reported         .....  1097 
recocomitted      ......  1345 

a  new  IhII  reported 1876 

amended,  and  ordered  to  the  third  reading   •  1883 

debated -        .  1386 

paaaed 1403 

Secretary  of  the  Tieaaury,  resolution  directing  him 
to  report  an  account  of  certain  outstimdiiig 
certificates    ...... 

resolution  calling  on  him  for  information  re- 
specting the  execution  of  the  third  ■edion 
of  the  act  regnlaliag  fureign  coins    - 

debated 

hia  report         ...... 

his  report  00  a  plan  for  regulating  duties  on 
imports  and  tmtnage,  t«c«lTed 


Pag". 

Secretary  of  War,  a  report  from  hira  on  the  esti- 
mate of  appropriations  necessBiy  to  defray 
expensea  ofholding  a  treaty  with  theChe- 

rokees 847 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  a  committee  uipoinled  to 
report  a  bill  for  granting  him  the  Swiking 
pdTilege        ......   1»71 

II  paoed 1B07 

Sedition,  a  bill  for  the  preTeotion  of  dangerotts 
and  aeditioos  practicra,  reported  and  ex- 
plained   1868 

debated t96< 

recommitted      -.-..-  3034 
reeolutiona  reapectiiig  measures  for  the  pnutili- 

ment  of  aedilioua  writera  ...  SI|5 

committed  .....  S:l6 

(dee,  atao,  Cnrnti.) 

'  at-anns,  report  on  the  petition  of  the,  for 
1  increase  of  salaij         ....   \XIK 
Sewalt,  Mr.,  of  MassadiDBetts,  on  Ifae  Quaker  me- 

moiia]  .        .        -         ....     061 
□n  the  bill  to  regnlite  the  mode  of  taking  en- 

dence  in  contested  elections     ...     tSA 
on  the  motion  for  leave  10  the  Conumttee  on 
the  Protection  of  Commerce,  to  repoit  by 

bil! 693, 694, 700 

on  foreign  coins  -  -  739, 760. 756 
on  the  bill  for  protection  of  commerce-  769,3081 
on  naval  appropriations  •  -  834, 837 
on  navat  expenditures  -  -  -  .  834 
on  the  foreign  intercourse  bill  -  -  -  Ml 
on  the  case  of  Messrs.  Grismid  and  Lyon  -  lOO), 
1041,  IMS 
on  stamp  dutiea  .  -  -  .  .  I0T6 
on  relati<His  with  France  1363,  1336,  1366  3117 
on  the  Rules  of  the  House  -  .  -  -  \tSt 
on  the  bill  for  relief  of  sick  and  disabled  sea- 
men       1386. 1381 

on  the  bill  for  defence  of  porta  and  harbnn  -  1395 
on  the  bill  for  raising  an  additional  corps  ■rf' 

artilleiy 1403,1417 

on  the  bill  for  the  purchase  of  cannon,  dCc  -  1437, 
1438,  1430,  1433 
on  the  MI  for  protection  of  trade  -  -  U67,  1463 
on  the  bill  for  raudng  a  proviiioaal  aimy  1637, 
1634,1884,  1703.1771 
on  supplementary  bill         -  1934,  1941,  l»4« 

on  the  IhU  for  establishing  the  Navy  Depsit- 

ment -  1646 

on  the  naturalnatioD  law   -  1G67, 1573,  1574, 

1678,  1778,  1778,  178* 
im  additional  revenue  ....  iMe 
on  the  mnnorial  of  Captain  Hagnien's  gima- 

dier  company  .         .  .         .         _   I7I8 

on  the  bill  concerning  alien  enemiea     1786,  1787, 

1788, 1790,  1793 

cm  direct  taxes  ---.--  1S53 

on  the  Mil  to  regulate  the  compenntiOD  to 

colloclors,  Ac.        .         -         .         .         .    1967 
on  the  bill  to  suapend  commercial  intercoorae 

witii  France 1860 

on  lettera  of  marque,  &e.    .        -         -        -  1891 
on  the  bill  to  authorize  the  defaice  of  mer- 
chant vessels         -        -        - 1900, 1903,  1913 
on  seditious  practices  ...  1957,  1971 

on  the  bill  to  regulate  the  landing  of  Frendi 

-3064,3066,3067 


DiqinzedhyGoOt^le 


Bmue  Proceeding*  and  Debatet. 


Bswdl,  Mr.,  of  MtnachuaMii — ooMiniMd.  Paga. 

on  BbrogslioD  of  boatin    .        -        -        .  3130 
on  the  bill  to  pronde  an  *dditiDiuil  naval  anui- 


705 

on  the  eaag  of  Oiuwtdd  and  Ljon  -  98S,  lOOI 
bii  Icatimooy  in  the  abotc  case  ...  lOSS 
Ml  rektioiM  with  France  ....  1841 
OD  lb*  bill  fbtraidnganadilitiontlMtpaofai- 

tiUory I40S,  MSO 

on  the  bill  for  the  puTchaaa  of  cannon,  &c.  •  14B0 
on  the  nulilAi;  appropriation  bill  -  -  1566 
00  tbebiUforlhecHrolecUonDfcomnKTM  -  1818 
on  Ibe  bill  to  proriiie  arma  for  tbemililia  -  ISST 
on  tbg  bill  mppleDMnUiy  lolha  bill  for  nunng 
a  pranoonal  arm;  1934,  1986,  1S41,  1943 

ShirtcliSe,  Robert,  (See  Gannett,  Deborah.') 
SilgreaTta,  Mr.,  of  PennijlTania  on  motion  to  ez- 
cnaeMi.  Ljonfrom  attending  (be  mraroon; 
.  of  pTcaentins  the  Addren  10  the  Preaident    650 
on  the  relerence  of  the  Preddent^a  Speech  004,  6U 
on  the  bill  to  regnlate  the  mode  of  tiMng  evi- 
dence in  conlealed  electiona    •        -      683,  687 
□Q  the  motion  for  granting  leare 
mittee  on  the  pratectiou 

port  b;  bill 696 

on  foreign  coiiu  718,  734,  T40,  746,  749,  764 
on  (he  foreign  inteieoiinw  bill  -  -  -  B69 
on  theeue  of  HevTs.  Biismridand  Lyon  993,  IDOS, 
1038,  1041,  104S 
hiateMimoair  in  (he*bnTeeaae  •  -  -  IMS 
on  itwnp  du(i«a  •  1074,  1079,  108S 

on  the  impeachment  of  William  Blount,  -  1144 
on  rdatioM  with  France    -  1880,  S1I7,  S119 

on  tba  bill  for  the  protection  oftntde       1474,  1630 
on  the  natmalintioil  law  1978,  1677,  1681,  1780, 
1783 
im  additional  nvenue         ....  leoo 
on  tike  bill  for  raiuig  a  proTiaimal  armj  1686,  I7SS 
1769 
on  tba  eupptemenlarj  bill  ....  1961 
on  the  memoiial  of  CapUin  Magnien**  gre- 
nadier compwiy    -         -        .        .  1708,  1716 


armed  renela  -  -  -  .1797,1803 
on  the  lall  fur  the  protection  of  commerce     -  1834 

on  direct  tvna 1847 

on  latlais  of  marque  &C.     ....  1B8S 
on  the  bill  lo  authoriie  the  defimoe  of  meiehaut 

veaaal*  -  -  699,  1901,  1909,  1911,  1916 
on  the  bill  to  proride  amu  lor  dke  militia  '  1938 
on  the  bill  concerning aliao  eoemiea  -  L999,  SOOI 
on  the  bill  (0  regulHte  the  landing  of  French 

emigranta      .  -         .         .         .         .  SQSS 

on  the  bill  for  augpending  coautwrcial  intcr- 
coniae  wiUi  France         ....  siso 
Blander,  notice  of  a  motion  for  reptimaDding  a 

member  foe  alendering  the  House    -        •  1416 
SlaYerr,  (See  QuaAiri.) 

Slavaa,  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  enumeralian  0^  re- 
ported   1869 

(See  Ijtndi  and  duxUmghouia. ) 
Smith,  Mr.  N.,  of  Connecticut,  oa  the  motion  to 
eienw  Mr.  Ljon  from  attending  the  oere- 
ntony  of  prewnling  the  Addreat  to  flw  Prea- 
■dent    ...-.-       -    S60 


Smith,  Mr.  N.,  of  Coiinectieal-^»ntinued.  '  Page. 
on  the  bill  to  regulate  the  mode  of  taking  evi 

dence  in  caeei  of  contested  elections          -  684 
on  the  motion  for  granting  leave  to  the  com- 
mittee  an  tlie  proleclion  of  commerce  lo  re- 
pott  bj  bill 696 

on  the  acta  of  limitatian      -        -        -        .  707 
on  tbe  bill  to  aalhoriie  the  PresideDt  to  post- 
pone tbe  meeting  of  Congreea  in  certain 

CBM« 739 

<m  the  bill  for  tbe  protection  of  commerce      -  77S 

on  tbe  fbreign  inierooursa  bill      ...  867 

on  stamp  dnties         -        .        .        -        .  1077 

on  relation)  with  Franoe    .        -        -        .  1332 

on  the  naturalization  law    ....  1673 

on  additioaal  revenue          ....  1699 

on  the  bill  for  raising  a  proviaional  army         -  1699 

Ml  the  bill  concerning  aliok  eitemiee      1787,  3000 

on  direct  taxes 1844 

on  the  bill  to  authorize  the  deftnce  of  merchant 

vessels -        .  1913 

on  tbe  Ull  for  the  puniahmsnt  of  cnmaa        -  3136 
Snutb,  Mr.  S.,  of  Maryland,  on  the  Quaker  me- 


etoihect 


669 


on  tbe  motion  lot  granting  leave 

mitlee  on  tbe  protectton  <^co 

port  by  bill ova 

on  the  acta  of  limitalioQ  ....  71] 
on  foreign  coins  -  -  .738,  748,  763 
on  the  bill  for  the  protection  of  commerce  .  774 
onthecueofMeaars.  GrisnoldandLyon  993,  1007 
his  testimony  in  the  above  case  ...  1018 
on  Btamp  duties  .....  107| 
on  the  fiKeign  intercourse  bill  -  -  -  llOS 
on  reUlioDS  with  France  -  1  £68,  1366,  1368 
on  the  bill  for  relief  of  aick  and  diaebled  aea- 

mea     -        - 1390 

on  the  bill  for  the  defence  of  ports  and  harbora  1896 
on  the  bill  fw  raising  an  additional  corps  of 

arlillety         ...        1404,  uiT,   1433 

tm  the  bill  for  the  purchase  (rf  cannon,  dtc   1430, 

1438 

on  the  bill  for  the  protactitw  of  trade  1461,   1463, 

1494 

on  the  bill  for  rainng  a  proviaional  army  1636,  1680 

on  the  bill  supplemenluy  lo  the  above  1934,  1038, 

1999,  1941,  1943,  1944,  10<8,   1963 

on  the  military  appropriation  lirill  1643,  1644 

on  the  bill  for  establisliing  the  Navy  Deparl- 


.  1669 

on  additional  teoenoe  1695.  1598,  1604,  1634 
on  the  bill  to  antboriie  the  deftoee  of  merchant 

vessels  -  -  .  .  1001,  1008,  1911 
on  direct  Uiea  -  -  1983,  3049,  3058,  3173 
on  lbs  bill  to  provide  arms  for  the  militia  .  1 9SS 
on  the  bill  concerning  alien  eneniea  1999,  3000, 
SOOS,  30SS 
on  the  bill  lo  authorize  a  lotn  -  3938,3041 
on  abrogation  of  treaties  -  3063,  S15S,  3136 
00  the  bill  (o  n^ulate  the  landing  of  French 

emigrants  ...  -  206^  S066 
on  the  bill  fur  the  protection  of  commerce  -  3067, 
2O70,  1078 
on  the  increase  of  tbe   Military  Salablish- 

menl Z089,  3093 

on  the  bill  to  auipend  commercial  intetcoune 

with  Franoa 3184 
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Rmue  Proceedingw  and  Debate*. 


Ptgt. 

Smith,  ReuhcD,  and  Nathan  Stroog,  a  n^rt  on 

Ibe  peiilion  of       -        r        -         -        -  1035 
agTMd  to,  and  a  Inll  pnnuant  thereto  ordered  1381 


hilln 


d  to  the  thini  reading 
poned  by  the  Senate  to  the 
laeeDulie*.) 
Shafiord,  John,  report  on  the  petit 
ap«*ker,  abaent  on  account  of  ind 


6T»,  10S2, 
l4Tft,  1635 
I4T6,  1836 


Speaker  pro  lempon  elected 
^bits,  report  on  the  petitioa  of  aundrj  dUQiiera 
praying  in  uici«a«  of  dotiea  on  foreign 

(See,  ako,  Duiia.-) 
Sprague,  Mi.,  of  Nm*  Hampahire,  his  teatimoaj 

in  the  eaae  of  Menn.  Oiiawold  and  Lyoo  1049 
Bpries,    Mr.,    of   MBrylaod,    on    relatione  with 

France  -        .        -         131S,  1331,  18St 

Stamp  dnties,  motion  for  appointing  ■  committee 

to  inqnire  into  the  allemtians  neceeaaiy  in 

■he  act  laying  a  etamp  daly  on  velluai, 

parchment,  and  piper    -         -        -        . 

motion  amended  lod  agreed  lo    - 

report  of  the  committee      .        -        -        - 

a  bill  making  altotstiona  in  aaid  ac^  reported  108 1 

debated ItSS 

paaaed 1S40 

•mendmenta  nmcorred  tn  •        -        -        -  1S66 
■  reaolntion  for  appointing  a  committee  to 


report  B  bill  to  repeal  laid  act 
committed  -  .  .  . 
reportagainat  the  exfiediency  of  repealing  the 


83 1 

i  wpoft 

Coniioittee  of  the  Whc 

the  report  dia^preed  lo        -        -         -        -  1070 

debate  on  a  motion  (br  iaatmeting  the  Com- 

DUliee  of  Wayi  and  Meant  to  report  a  bill 

t»  repeat  tho  act    - 

motion  agreed  to        -        .        .        .        . 

a  bill  tat  that  parpoae  reported    -        .       -  1083 

debated 1097 

J  rejected  by  the  Senate    •  -  -   1098 

It.,  of  North  Carolina,  hii  teitimony 
in  the  caM  of  Mewre.  Qriawold  and  Ljon  1057 
State  aecreta,  a  petition  prvying  that  meamrea  may 
be  token   to  prevent  the  publication  of, 

-  131S 


adaty  01 


eomplammg  o 
committed 


1  laying 


74S 


a  reaolntiaa  dincting  Committee  of  Waya 

and  Meant  to  report  what  alteration  are 

neceaory  in  the  act  reipeding  the  entry  trf'    SIS 

a  bill  making  altarationa  in  the  act,  r^Mited  1031 

debated 1S44 

recommitted      ......  IHB 

reported   .......  1876 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...  1S85 

paaaad 1196 

amendmenta  of  the  Senate,  committed  .  1697 

reported 1817 

committee  of  omfemue  appointed        .        -  S088 

their  report 9173 

the  report  diaagreed  to,   and   Ibe  bill  poal- 
poned  by  the  Senate  to  Iba  nait  aetaioD   .  3175 


B  fbinMking  entij  oC 

-  1178 
by  the  Senate  to  the  neit  Hiaoil  -  3181 
Stirling,  General,  report  oo  the  ptAilion  of  hia  wi- 
dow, committed     .....     788 

Suifa  between  Statea,  motion  that  proiidon  ha 
made  by  law,  allowing   the  trial  of  all 
caaea  in  which  one  or  more  Htatee  are  in- 
tereated,  by  a  juiy  taken  from  a  State  not 
intareated,  laid  M  the  Ubte    -        -        -  1086 
committed         ......   1O40 

Samtar,  Mr.,  of  South  Candina,  hia  teatimcmj 

io  the  caae  of  Mean.  Griawotd  and  Lyon   lOM 
on  the  bill  for  (oiaing  a  proTtaiona]  army     -  IMfi^ 
1704 
Sapaiinteiidetit  of  FortiGcationa,  a  nkotiui  for  a^ 

pointing  a,  laid  on  the  table    -  -  13*3 

negalived  ......   14M 

Superviaore  of  the  revenue  the  franking  piinl^ 

grouted  to SOST 

l^wanwiek,  Mr.,  of  Pmnfylianio,  oa  the  Quakac 

memorial      ...-.-     651 
on  the  bill  authorinog  the  Freoidait  to  poat. 
puue  the  meeting  of  Congreaa  in  e    '  ' 


n  foreign  coina 


737 


Sanda,  Comfort,  a  bill  for  relief  o4  reported        -  3883 
Sayre,  Btepbeo,  report  on  the  petitisn  o(  »ega- 
tived ;  a  reaolntion  anthoiiaing   ■  oeltla. 
ment  of  bi>  accounta,  laid  on  the  table     -  *BS7 
SeanMQ,  ■  bil'  la  luthoriie  the  reimbunwmeDt  of 
moDo;   adTaneed   by  Conoula   in   fore^u 
piHta  for  relief  oC,  nporteJ       ...  MU 
ordered  lo  the  third  reading        ...  S748 

paned S7M 

a  eoDmuHee  appointed  to  report  wliat  altera, 
lioni  are  neee^ty  in  tbe  act  for  the  relief 
and  protection  of  -         -        -        •        -  17M 
a  lull  te  amend  the  act,  reported  •         -  3817 


a  committee  appoiated  to  report  what  aheia- 
ti<ma  ore  neee^aiy  in  the  ad  fcr  the  reKef 
of  nek  and  dimbled       ....  38I7 
a  bill  lo  amend  md  act,  reported         -        -  M5S 
ordered  to  the  third  reading         ...  3017 

naaaed -  SOIB 

of  the  Navy,  a  reaolntion  calling  oa 
bim  for  an  account  of  the  armed  vcBela  iu 
tbe  aervioe  of  tbe  Uuiled  Stiteo,  with  ao 
eotiraatg  of  tbe  expenaeo  of  th^c  equip- 
ment, Ac.,  laid  on  the  tMt  ...  US4 
withdrawn  and  a  oubolitnte  agreed  lo  -         •  1458 

hi*  report  recdied 3488 

Srageant-al-Arma,  o  bill  for  tbe  reLaf  at  tbe,  re- 
ported       S815 

ordered  to  the  third  reading         .        .        -  sMC 

paaaad SflC 

Sewall,  Mr.,  of  MaaaaehaaettB,  on  tbe  reaolutiai 

for  diatributingc^eeof  theConatitntioD-  9480 
on  the  bankrupt  Mil  -  -  -  .  -  U88 
on  the  impeachment  of  William  Blonnt  M73, 

1483,  H86.  I486 
on  atamp  dniiea         .....  1571 
on  lunrpation  of  Executive  anlhcrity    SG64,  3668 
OD  the  reaolntion  for  printing  Ibe  de^ptl  ' 
from  the  American  Enn^a  at  Paria 
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House  Proceeding*  and  Debate*. 


Sewall,  Mi.,  of  Murachuselta — continued.  P*Re- 

on  the  bill  further  to  nupend  commercial  io- 

tercouriK  witb  France     -        -  3TS4,  3T8S 

on  the  alien  and  sedition  lana  S834,  XB86,  2892 
OQ  thrbill  to  BUthorixe  a  detachment  from 

the  milida 2981 

Smith,  Mr.  N,,  of  Conoecticnt,  on  the  alien  and 

■edition  laws  ...  .  S437 

on  the  reaolutian  ibi  distribnting  copies  of 

the  Uonstitution    -        .        .        -         .  34ae 
OQ  uaiirpalion  of  Eiecutits  authohl;     3619,  2643 
Smith,   Mr.   S.,  of  Maryland,  on  the  alien  and 

aeditioQ  laws M4T 

on  the  bankrupt  bill 3467 

on  usurpation  of  Eiecutire  authori^  3613,  2647 
on  the  resolutiDa  for  printing  the  despatchee 

fram  tbe  Americui  Gnvoys  at  Paris  3731,  3786 
on  the  bill  further  to  suspend  commerdfll  in- 
tercourse with  France     -         3741,  3757,  2786 

on  BUmp  duties 3806 

on  the  sugmentstion  of  the  navy  ■  .  3B78 

on  the  iucrease  of  the  salailes  of  Executive 

ofiicers 3923 

OQ  the  bill  to  aathorite  the  capture  of  French 

armed  tenels         ■  .  ■  2939,  3S32 

on  the  bill  to  authoiize  s  det&cbment  from  the 

militia 3982 

on  the  inereiue  of  the  aimT    8029,  3037,  3041, 
3043 
on  the  bill  vesting  the  power  of  retaliation  in 

the  President,  in  certain  CBMS  -         -3061 

Spaight,  Mr.,  uf  North  Carolina,  on  the  bill  far- 
ther tosuspend  commercial  iatercourae  with 

France 3773 

Speaker,  thanks  of  the  Honse  voted  to  j  his  reply  30S4 
Special  bail,  a  bill  far  the  aecurily  of,  in  certain 

cases,  recuied 3017 

Spirila,  l.'ommillee  of  Ways  and  Means  inMroel- 
ed  to  report  a  lull  to  conwdidalB  into  one 
act  and  to  amend  the  scTeral  acts  respect' 
iog  the  duties  on  domestic  distilled  spiiits, 

and  on  stills 2G6& 

•  plan  Ibr  that  object  received  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasnry         ...         -  sBEfi 
Sprsgue,  Mr.,  of  New  Hampehire,  on  the  tdien  uid 

sedilion  lavia 2493 

on  the  bill  further  to  au^iend  commercial  in- 
lerconrae  with  France              ...  2776 
Sprigg,  Hi.,  of  Maryland,  on  the  alien  and  se- 
dition laws 2448 

Stamp  datiea,  modon  for  a  committee  to  report  a 
bill  liirlher  to  amend  the  act  laying  a  stamp 
duty  on  parchment,  paper,  ftc.  '  -  3438 
committee  appointed  ■  .  •  -  -  3439 
a  bill  further  to  amend  said  net  reported  .  3470 
recommitted  .-...-  3493 
■  new  bill  reported  .....  3G32 
debated    -        -      3fiS6,  356G,  3673,  3803,  3B07 

passed 2616 

Committee  of  Wave  and  Means  inatmcled  to 
inquire  into  the  nctt  annual  amount  of  du- 
ties on  stamps,  and  *  proper  compenaatioQ 
for  the  saperrisors  and  inspectors    -         -  36S3 
the  report  thereon       -  .  -         .         .  2726 

Sturgeon,  Robert,  a  bill  authorizing  his  discharge 

from  imprisonment  reported  -  ■  .  2906 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  3919 
passed 2926 

5th  Con.— D 


nan  susiov.  Paga. 

Thatdter,  Mr.,  of  Massachusetts,  on  the  election 

of  Clerk 61,  63 

OQ  appointing  a  committee  on  unSnished  bo- 


on the  answer  to  the  President's  Speech      70,  196 
on  defensive  measurss         -  -  .     340,  384 

on   the   bill  to  prevent  Uie  exportation   of 

arms,  Ac. 360 

on  the  reqniatioD  of  rtiilitia  ...    294 

on  the  UU  for  the  defence  of  ports  and  harbors    303 
on  expatriation  .....     335 

on  stamp  dtltiee  ....     413^  jge 

on  additional  appropriations         ...    438 
Trade  of  the  United  States,  ■  bill  for  the  proleelioti 

of  (he,  received 334 

debated aS9 

ordered  to  be  engrossed      ....    377 

-  386 

-  386 


Taxes,  a  report 

houses,  lands,  and  sli 
recommitted 


iding  a  direct  ttx  upon 


and  collectian  of  di- 


a  biU  lor  the 

lect  taxes,  reported 

debated 

recommitted  .... 
a  new  bill  reported  ■  .  - 
a  bill  for  laying  a  direct  tax  on  tl 

States,  reported      ... 
a  bill  for  the  ssme  object  reported 

milled 


-  1663 
.  1666 

-  1667 


ordered  to  tfie  third  reading         -        '        -  2 

paned .  2 

amended  by  the  Senate  -  -  -  -  3 
amendments  laid  on  the  table  -  -  -3 
taken  np  and  debsted  -         -         -         *  3 

(See,  also,  Landa  and  Dtoclimg-houitt.) 
Tennessee,  remonBlrance  from  the  Legislature  o^ 
against  the  extendon  of  the  boundary  line 
between  tbe  United  States  and  the  Chero- 
kee Indians,  leferred  to  a  select  committee 
their  report       ...... 

debsted -     777, 

■  report  from  the  Secretary  of  War  in  relation 
to  experimental  lines  from  CUndi  river  to 
the  Chilhowee  mountain,  recaved  and  com  • 

(See,  also,  Indiata.} 
Thalchei,  Mr.,  of  Massachusetts,  on  the  motion  to 
excuse  Mr.  Lyon  from  attending  tbe  cere- 
mony of  presenting  the  addrea  to  the  Fre- 

on  the  Quaker  memorial     -        -    668,  668,  1 

on  the  motion  liir  granting  leave  to  tbe  com- 
mittee on  the  protection  of  commerce  to  re- 
port by  bill     ..--.- 

on  the  acts  of  limitation      .... 

on  the  bill  to  auihoriie  the  President  to  post- 
pone the  meeting  of  Congress  b  certain 


on  the  bill  for  the  protection  of  i 
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Tb*tchsr,  Mr.,  orManaehiuelU — continued.  Page, 

on  the  resolatian  for  eipalling  Mem*.  Oria- 

nalil  uid  Ljon      -        ■        -  1036,  10  3B 

OD  Mamp  duEie*         -        •        -        ~         -  lOCl 
OQ  (ha  foreign  inlarmurae  bill      -        '        -  1113 
on  the  bill  for  an  unicable  Mttleinent  of  limile 

witti  Georgia         -  -  1306,  1310 

on  the  bill  for  lbei1afiqic«  of  portaand  harbors  1401 
on  (he  report  on  the  njhject  of  poat  ofBcea  and 
poal  roada     ......  1663 

on  proenta  to  Mjnittera      ....  I68B 

on  the  Dumorial  of  Captain  Magnien'a  grena- 
dier company         .  .  1709,  1719 
onlhebilltopravidearinafortheniililia  1930,  1931 
onlheincteHBeoflheanny         -  -3130 
Ttxinage,  reaolution  calling  on  (he  Secretary  of  the 
Treaiur;  for  a  atatnneiit  of  topnage  of  the 
■hipping  belonging  lo  the  tevanil  iliatrrcta 
of  (he  United  Starea         ....   I37e 

the  ■U(ement  received         -  .         .  .   1377 

Treaanrei  IJ.  StatM,  icaniala  received  from  the  7S8,  S30 
Trcuuiy  Department,  accoant  of  receipta  and  at. 

penditutea  received  .    891,  131S 

eatimates  for  the  aervice  of  the  year  aeventcen 

hundred  and  ninety-eight  received  -     SOS 

a  communication  in  relation  to  the  loan  for 
ihe  UM  of  the  ci(j  of  Waahington,  receiv- 
ed from  the   -         -  -        .738 
a  atalemenl  of  import*  lecoived  from  the       -     «I3 
aaUtement  of  eiporti  received  from  the        .  1334 
(See,  alao.  Secretary.) 
Treaaury  anil  War  Departmenla,  a  reaolution  for 
appoiQ(ing  a  coinmillee  to  inquire  nhal  al- 
lerationa  are  neceaaary  in  the  act  malting 
aitorstiona  in  these  departments,  and  into 
ihe  expediency  of  abolishing  the  office  of 
Uommisaioner  of  the  Revenue,   laid  on  the 

table 784 

taJtan  up^  azreed  to,  and  the  committee  ap- 
pointed   '-         -        -        .         ■-.     801 


P*. 


Troops  of  the  United  States,  a  bill  for  the  b( 

organizing  of,  received    -         -        .       -  xki 
committed         -        -         -         -     ^-       - 1884 

debated »!! 

ordered  to  (he  third  reading         -        -       •  Hit 
U. 


Unfiniabed  Business,  d>  bate  on  the  ino(ioo  ki  up- 


Unfiniehed  Busines',  a  Committee  on,  appointtd    GH 
Useful  Arts,   a  committee  appmnted  to  iaqnire 
what  alterations  are  neceaaaty  in  tbe  act  fnt 
the  encouragement  of    -         -       -       -   6t8 
a  bill  In  addition  to  said  act  reported   ■       -  l»9 

debated IW 

recommitted      -         -         -         .        -       -  IMt 


Unfinished  Batinesa,  a  Committee  on,  appMnlid 
Usurpation  of  Eiecutive  authority,  a  lesohiliBi 
for  appointing  a  eommiUee  to  inquiie  inlc 
the  expediency  of  extending  the  penaltia 
of  the  act  for  the  punishment  tj  cauiii 
crimes  against  the  United   States,  to  po- 


I4H 


then 


I  usurping 


the    Exe 


9  authimtT 


smu 


agreed  lo  ...... 

Taxes,  motion  direcUng  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  to  report  on  (he  alteradons  ne- 
cessary in  (be  net  laying  a  direct  (ax  on  the 
United  States        .        -  3(58, 

report  of  the  commi(tee  -  -  -  . 
(3ee,  also,  Lamb  and  DwtUing-houatt.) 

Taiewelt,  He:.ty,  of  Virginia,  his  deatb  an- 
nounced, resolutions  for  attending  bis  fune- 
ral, 4c.  -  -         -  -  - 

Tennenee,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  amend  the 
act  for  giving  effwt  to  the  la^s  if  the 
Uni(od  Stales  in  this  Bute,  committed  - 
ordered  to  tb    third  reading 

Thatcher,  Mr.,  of  Massachusetts,  on  the  alien  and 

•edi(i"n  lan«       2432,  SffiO,  34fi4,  S89n, 
on  the  resolution  for  distributing  topics  of 

the  Cunsiitution     .  -  S4SI, 

O*!  UBurpalion  of  Eiecutive  suthorit;  - 
on  the  rtsotntion  for  printing  the  deapatchen 

from  the  American  Envoys  at  Paris    3730, 
limber,    a  bill   authoriiing   the  purchase  o^  for 

nava)  purposes,  reported 
ordered  to  the  tbini  reading 


.tSli 
*  apptunled     -         -       -      -  W( 
a  bill  for  the  puniahmeal  of  cmaio  oimx 

therein  apecified,  repotted  -  -  '  ttK 
debated  •  •  -  -  -  -  ■ «« 
ordered  to  b«  engroned  -  .  -  JW 
further  debated  3699,  8638,  S677,  IW,  V»i 
DtSMd -*W 


V. 

VanAten,  Mr.,  of  New  York,  on  the  bill  lor  Ox 

defence  of  porta  and  harbors   -        •    SHi"' 
Vamum,    Mr.,    of  Massachusetts,   oa  defrnn" 

measurns m» 

on  the  requisilinn  of  militia        ■        .      .   W 
on  Ihe  bill  for  the  defence  of  ports  and  bat- 
bora      S9B,  308,  lit 

on  the  bill  f  r  raising  an  additional  coirs  of 

artillery "   '" 

on  thebillloButhoriieadetachQientfroinllit 

militia 3",^ 

on  the  bill  for  organiang  the  militia    -       -    JJJ 
on  stamp  duties         -        -        .        -       -   »« 
Venable,   Mr.,  of  Virginia,  on  the  answer  Iodic 

President's  Speech  196,  311,  !U,  Sia.*^ 
on  the  requisition  for  militia  -  -  '  ?*^ 
on  expatriation  -  '        "      '   mi 

on  the  bi'l  for  (he  pro(Eetion  of  trade  -     Ml,  W 
on  sump  dutifs       394,  399,  401,  403,  418,  U^ 
'^  4i!i,4JI 

'  on  the  impeacbmenl  d"  William  Blount  4.'iS,  *^. 

I  Varnum.  Mi.,  of  MsB8achu«((a>  on  the  mooM 
for  leave  to  the  committee  on  the  jaotecUmi 
■  of  commerce  lo  report  by  bill  - 
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Vamuni,  Mr.,  of  MasuchiuelU — continued-  Pige- 

on ibe  bill  for  the  relief  of  tbe  niprewntative* 

of  decea-ed  officen  and  soldicra       -  SIS 

Uatimony  o^  in  the  cue  of  Mcnn-  Griswold 

■nd  Lyon      .---.-  1084 
on  ihe  bill  for  the  relief  of  dck  ind  diaabled 

Ml  the  bill  for  raiaing  ui  additional  corpa  of 

artillery U24 

on  l!ie  bill  for  parchoae  of  cannon,  &c  1433,  1435 
on  additional  revenue  ...  I59A,  I6S7 
on  the  bill  for  raJBng  a  provioional  army  1 703, 
I73B,  1837 
on  the  naturaliialioD  law  ...  J78S 

on  the  bill  for  the  protection  of  commerce  IS33 
on  direct  taxes  .  .  -  .  I843,  19S4 
on  the  bill  to  provide  anna  for  the  militia 
on  the  bill  to  authorize  a  loan  -  -  -  3047 
on  ^le  bill  to  T^ndate  the  landing  of  French 

tmigranta      -.-...  8064 
Vaughan,  John,  report  on  the  petition  at,  agreed 

to,  and  a  bill  for  hia  relief  ordered    -        -  1886 

bill  reported ise7 

ordered  to  the  third  reading         ...  igyi 

paaaed 1878 

Venahle,  Mr-,  ofVirginia,  on  unfinished  buaineaa    d30 

on  the  ananer  to  the  Preaident'i  Ijpeech  636,  646, 

646 

on  the  Quaker  memorial    .... 

Oft  the  motion  for  leave  to  the  committee  on 

Ihe  protection  of  commerce  to  report  by  bill     6B6 
on  foreign  coini         .        -  718,  7GS,  805 

on  land  titlea  in  Tenneaae  -         .        .        - 
on  the  bill  for  an  amicable  seltlement  of  lim- 

ite  with  OeoiffiB    -        -        -        -        - 
n  the  bill  for  the  defonce  of  porta  and  har- 


1306 


n  the  naturalization  law    -        -  1670,  1674 

on  prcaenta  lo  Hiniatere     ...        -  1687 
on  the  ifutmctiona  to  commandera  of  armed 

ve«a*ta    ■ 1806 

on  the  bill  for  protection  of  commerce    1833,2068 
on  lettere  of  marque,  &c   -  1879,  1880 

on  direct  taxes  .  -  1893,  2064,  3068 

on  the  increase  of  the  Military  Eitahliabment  3OS0 
Veaaela  of  war,  a  bill  to  authorize  Ihe   President 
to  accept  any  veasela  of  war  that  might  be 
oflered  for  Ihe  public  service,,  received       ■  1B36 
a  Kaolution  to  authorize  the  Preadent  (o  pro- 
cure a  number  of,  in  addition  to  those  here- 
tofore authoiized,  laid  on  the  table  -         -  3084 
(See,  alao,  Arm^  YttatU.) 
Virginia,  a  petition  from  sundry  freeholden  of, 
praying  a  lepeal  of  tbe  alamp  act,  pieaenled 
and  referred  -.-...     ggg 
the  amendment  to  the  CooBtiiution  lecpecling 

the  anabiltty  of  States  ratified  by  .  .  I0S9 
a  copy  of  the  act  of,  ceding  to  the  United 
Statea  two  acres  of  ground  for  the  erection 
af  a  lighthouse  at  Old  Point  Comfort,  le 
ceived  -.--...  1346 
Volunteer  service,  restdution  for  exempting  from 
OfdiDary  militia  duty  such  volunteer  coqw 
as  may  be  accepted  by  tbe  President,  lud 

on  the  taUe 1SS7 

tvithdrawn,  and  sundry  reaolutiona  in  rela- 
tion to  the  arming,  equipment,  &c.,  of  vol. 
nnleeca,  laid  on  tha  table         -         .         -  18B8 


-Volunteer  service — continued- 
taken  up  and  debated 


Pag.. 

-  1871 

-  1873 


Varnum,  Mr-,  of  MaasBcbuaetts,  on  tbe  resolution 
for  piintlng  the  deipstcbca  from  the  Ameri- 
can Envoys  at  Pans       -         -         .         -  3734 

on  the  bill  further  to  suspend  commercial  in- 
lercourse  with  Prance     -        -        .        .  3768 

on  the  Inll  to  authorize  the  ofiture  of  Fiencb 
armed  vessels        .....  SB4S 

on  the  bill  authorizing  a  detachment  from  the 

militia 2977 

Venable,  Mr.,  ofVirginia,  on  the  impeachment  of 

WUliam  Blount MS6 

on  the  reaolnlion  for  printing  the  deapatchea 
from  the  American  Envoys  at  Paris   3730,  S740 

on  the  bill  anthoriiing  a  detachment  from  the 
militia  -.....-  S984 

on  Ihe  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  said  bill  3068 

on  the  increase  of  the  army         ...  Soil 
Veimont,  a  bill  to  alter  the  time  for  holding  tba 
disttict  court  in,  received  and  ordered  lo  ihe 
third  reading         .....  S017 

passed S0I8 

W. 


Wi^  and  Mean^  motion  for  appointing  a  commit. 

teaof- 397 

committee  appointed .        -        -        .        .    30S 
Wheaton,  Joseph,  elected  Sergeant -al. Arms       -      6S 
Williams,  Mi.  R.,  of  North  Carolina,  on  the  elec- 
tion ofCleik 61 

on  appointing  a  committee  on  unfinished  buai- 


00  tbe  snswerto  the  Preadent's  Speech  193,196, 
321,  389 
on  defensive  measures  340,  804,  3B0,  286,  S9B 
on  the  bill  to  prevent  the  exportation  of  arms, 

4c. 368 

on  the  bill  for  tbe  defence  of  porta  and  bar  - 

bon      -  .         899,801,  304,  305,  311,383 

on  the  bill  for  raiaing  an  addilionsl  corps  of 

artillery 336,344 

on  the  duty  on  salt 38f 

on  the  bill  anthoriiing  a  detachment  from  tbe 

militia 336, 837 

on  the  bill  for  protection  of  trade  -  363,  368,  373 
on  stamp  duties         -  389, 400, 438 

Williama,  Mr.  J-,  of  New  York,  on  the  answer  to 

the  Premdent's  Speech   -  .        -    31ft 

on  the  requisition  for  militia  ...  SM 
on  appmnting    a  Committee  of  Wavs   and 

Meana .398 

on  the  toll  for  protection  of  trade  -  -  391 
on  stamp  dutiea  400,  401,  41S,  430,  437,  489 
on  additional  appropriations  ...  4S8 
Wines,  &c.     (SeeZ>ti/tet.) 


Warren  river,  (Rhode  Island,)  a  petition  praying 
that  the  said  river  may  be  staked  out  at  the 
expense  of  tbe  United  Statea,  preaented 
and  idemd lS4t 


DiqinzedhyGoOt^le 


Haute  Proceeding*  and  Debatee. 


Ptgt. 
WuhiDgton  City,  i  menage  eocloaing  a  memoriil 
from  the  Commiisioiien  in  relktioa  to  the 
utnation    and  drcninilaDcea  of  the  city, 
eomaiitted     ------  1063 

reported  on       ------  ia*5 

report  conudcred  ind  agreed  to    -        -        .  1S66 
a  bill  making  appropriatiopa  ibr  completing 

the  pnbhc  buildingi  bi,  reported      -        -  1366 
ordered  to  the  third  readbg        -        .        .  1ST3 

paend I3T6 

amendments  of  the  Benate  commilled  -        -  14liS 
reported,  and  agreed  to      ■        -        -         -  1418 
Waje  and  Meana,  a  committee  of,  appointed  67S 

Wnghti  and  meaaures,  reaolutian  foi  apptunting  a 
committee  to  rep(»t  a  plan  tor  catabliahing 
a  itandard  of,  lud  on  Ibe  ubie  -     830 

•greed  lo,  and  a  committee  appointed  -        -    839 
Wdb,  Benjamin,  memorial  o^  prating  indenmilj 
for  loaaei  incurred  in  conaequence  of  the  in- 
aaTTeelion,  laid  od  the  talile     .        -        -     6SS 
inoiiMi  lo  refer  it  to  a  select  committee         -    698 
referred  to  Committee  of  CUima  -         ■        -    68B 
WdA,  Anna,  report  on  the  petition  of,  considered      743 
negatived         -.-.-.     743 
(Bee  Hurlbuf.  Gtorgt.) 
Widows  and  orphans,  a  Inir  ""^'ng  proiiaion  for 

certain,  repotted    -----     S46 

debalcd 1030,  1036 

passed 1044 

Williams,  Mr.  J .,  of  New  Yolk,  on  the  motion  to 
eicuso  Mr.  Lyon  frnm  attending  the  cere- 
mon;  of  presenting  the  address  (o  the  Ptes- 


Williams,  Mr.  R.,  tA  North  Carolina,  on  foreign 

coins    -        -        -         .        .       -       .   TM 

on  ihe  case  of  Mfsars.  Griswold  and  L;an  -  ITt, 

1001,  1003,  1041,  1U41,  lots 

on  the  foreign  inlercotuie  bill      -       -       ■  1)11 

on  the  bill  foi  nivng  an  additional  cotib  of 

artillery         ....  1191,  I4tt 

on  the  bill  for  establiihing  the  If  avj  Deput- 


D  Minis! 


■  iUt 


on  additional  n 
oathebillforraisiiigspraviMonilaTmj'  IHfl,  IHt, 
1741,    1768,  ITflO,  1767,  llSl 
on  ibe  memorial  of  Ciptain  Msgnien'i  gniu- 


n  die  bill  cODceming  alien  ei 
nihe 


on  letters  of  marque,  Ac.  - 
on  seditious  practiMs  .        -        . 

on  the  bill  to  authoriza  a  loin    - 
'  Williams,  Elie,  report  oo  the  petilion  of   - 
I  a  bill  to  grant  a  certain  lot  of  ground  to,  n 

I  ordered  to  Iho  third  reading 


Irill 


on  the  acUl  of  limitation 

on  foreign  tmm  .  .  -  .  719,  7SS 
on  the  bill  for  the  protection  of  commerce  -  77S 
on  the  report  on  the  petition  of  the  daugblera 

of  Count  de  Grasae  -         -         -       791,705 

on  naval  appiopriationa  -  -  -  831, 836 
on  nBTsl  eipendilurea  ....  gss 
on  the  resolution  for  expelling  Measn.  Gria- 

Hold  and  Lyon 1037 

on  sUmp  duties         -        .  1070,  1074,  1078 

on  the  foreign  inlercanrse  bill  -  .  .  1088 
on  thr  bill  tor  an  amicable  settlement  of  limits 

with  Georgia  ....  \i%%,  1303 
ontbeRoleaoftbeHousa-  -  •  -  DOS 
on  telationawith  Fiance  .  -  -  1833,  1367 
on  the  bill  for  organizing  the  militia  •  -1 385 
on  the  bill  for  defence  of  porta  and  harbors  1307, 
1400 
on  Ihe  bill  for  raising  an  additional  corps  of 

artilteij 1406,  141S 

on  the  bill  for  the  purchase  of  cannim,  &e.  .  1 43B 
on  Ibe  bill  for  protection  of  trade  -  •  1464 
on  the  bill  for  laiong  a  provisional  army  -  1537, 
1671,  1767 
on  Ihe  bill  for  eslaUi^ng  the  Navy  Depart- 

ment  -  .  -  -  .  -IMS,  1661 
on  additionsl  revenue  .  -  .  .  1698 
on  the  natHraliiation  law  -  -  .  .  1781 
aa  the  protection  of  cumnMrce  -  -  1BI7, 3076 
OD  direct  tales  -        -         1840,1696,1933 

on  letters  of  marque^  &c.  -        •        -        .  1889 


-  tou 
Wilminiton,  North  Carolini,  Committee  on  Com- 
merce and  Manubctnrea  instructed  to  report 
on  Ihe  eipediency  of  paasing  s  tsn  giitng 
;  the  assent  of  Congreei  lo  the  appointnient 

'  of  an  health  officer  tor  Ihe  port  of    -       ■  m* 

650  I  Wines  and  Bpiriis,  resolution  initriicting  the  Com' 
mittee  of  Wayi  and  Means  to  inquire  whil 
I  alleratians  are  neceeaary  in  the  law  laying 

697  ,  a  lax  on  thelieenses  for  retailing  witics  and 

TH  .  qiirita  .        -        -         -        .        .       .  Bl 

agreed  to  -        .        -         -        -        .       .   Wl 
report  of  the  committee       ...       -  IW 
Wolcotl,  Captain  Giles,  petition  of,  preseoMd  ai 


Wsin,  Mr.,  of  Pennsylvania,  on  stamp  dnb'cs  ISS8>  ^' 
on  Ihe  bankrupt  UU  -  -  .  -  -  »i77 
on  the  increase  of  the  salaries  of  Einalite 


Hoi 


MM 


Waya  and  Means,  a  committee  ot,  appointed 
Western  Reserie.     C^ee  Connecticut.) 
Whealon,  Joseph.     (Bee  Sergeanl-et-Armi.) 
Williama,  Mr.  J.,  of  New  York,  ontheahensni 

■ediUon  laws,  3431.  «S1,  »8Sf 

on  the  reaolnlion  for  distribnting  copies  of  iht 

Constitution "  "J" 

on  UBorpation  of  Giemtive  sathori^  -  ~  '*)' 
on  impreesment  of  seamen  -  .  -  -  1^ 
on  stamp  duties         -  -  «M7, »» 

on  an  additional  mle  -         -        -       '  *™ 

on  ibe  bill  (iirther  to  suspend  commerdHl  is- 

lercouraa  with  Prance    -        -        -       •  ' 
on  the  bill  lo  aulhoiiia  a  detachment  fion  tbe 

nulida ™' 

Williama,  Mr.  H.,  of  North  Csiolina,  on  nwrpa- 

tion  of  EiecutiTc  authority      -  389^  M» 


.SJTl 


DiqinzedhyGoOt^le 


House  Proceeding*  and  Dehata. 


Willianw,  Mt.  R.,  of  N.  Cirolina— «ootiiiiiBd.  Pago, 
oa  the  lesdution  for  priiitiDg  tb<  dvpitchM 

Erom  Um  American  Eiito;i  at  Parii .  -  373S 
on  die  inereue  of  Ae  nhriei  of  Exeenli*e 

offiten »3S 


You  and  Nsja,  on  an  amendment  to  the  tiava 

to  the  Preddeot'g  Spewh  210,  Zl  6,  S30,  831,  333 

OD  the  hill  to  pteveal  the  eiportalion  of 
■rnjfl,  Ac. -    867 

on  the  reeolution  for  authoilxing  the  PinideDt 
lo  provide  gsUeji  or  other  «mall  tcitcIb  for 
the  defence  of  the  caael  .         .         -         ■     897 

on  an  amendment  to  the  bill  foT  the  defence  of 
the  ports  and  htrbore  of  the  United  Slatea      330 

on  the  pwiage  of  the  bill    -        -        -     333,  334 

on  the  bill  for  raking  en  additional  corpe  of 

■ninety 847 

on  agreeing  to  [he  report  of  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  rejecting  the  eih  and  7th  nc- 
tions  of  the  bill  to  prevent  American  citi-  - 
zeni  Grom  entering  the  aerrice  of  foreign 
Powers 366 

on  poMpnning  rurtberconndetalion  of  the  bill     SS6 

on  filing  a  time  foi  adjonrnment 

on  an  amendnient  to  the  bill  foi  the  protection 
of  the  trade  of  the  United  Statei    374,  375,  37G 

on  the  passage  of  the  bill    -         -        -         - 

on  a  Mil  lading  a  duty  on  Uc«nee«  for  the  nte 
of  wines  and  diatilkd  >[nriiR    - 

on  poMponing  conaideration  of  amendments  lo 
the  bill  for  the  protection  of  the  trade  of  the 
United  States        -        -        -         -  _      - 

on  receding  hom  an  amendment  to  the  bill   -    409 

on  ameoilments  lo  the  bill  for  lajing  a  stamp 
duly  on  parchment,  vellum,  and  paper  431,  438 

on  the  panage  of  ihe  bill    -        -        -        -    433 

on  agreeing  to  the  limitation  clanie  in  the  bill 
laying  an  additional  datj  on  lalt 

im  the  pavage  of  the  bill    > 


la  and  Nays,  on  the  reaolution  for  preparing  an 
answei  to  the  Preaident'a  Speech 
on  motion  foe  lea*e  to  the  committee  on  taea.- 


port  by  bill 700 

on  the  thitd  reading  of  the  bill  to  snqieDd  the 

3d  seelion  of  the  set  reflating  foreign  coins    764 
on  the  bill  granting  an  annuity  to  the  daugh- 

ten  ofthe  late  Count  DeGraaae       - 
on  committing  the  reaololian  foreipelling  Mr. 
Lyon,  of  Vermont,  for  aaaaulting  Mr.  Gris- 
wold,  of  Connecticut      .        .         .        - 
on  other  motions  in  relation  to  the  subject    ' 
on  agreeing  to  the  reaolutioo       ...  lOOB 
on  the  motion  lo  poalpone  the  consideration 
of  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  PriTilegca 
on  the  ewe  ...-■■   1068 
on  agiesiDg  to  Ihe  rqioft    -        -        -        .  1066 
on  dupraiiooaqnestion  on  a  resolution  for  re- 
primanding the  abme-named  monben      -  1067 
on  a  roiolnlion  for  appdnting  a  CMnttittee  to 
report  a  bill  for  Ihe  relief  c^  Amy  Danltn  •  1047 


and  Nays—  Page. 

an  postponing  the  conddention  of  the  motion 
inatrucdng  Ihe  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  lo  report  a  bill  to  repeal  the  stamp 
act 1080 

on  agreeing  to  the  motion  .         .        -        -  1088 

on  an  animdment  to  the  bill  providing  the 
mearts  of  intercoarm  with  foreign  nations  -  1 334 

on  the  bill  supplementary  to  Ibe  act  to  eitab- 
lish  the  Judicial  Courts  oTlhe  United  States  1367 

on  postponing considerationof,  and  on  agree- 
ing to,  the  report  of  a  select  commiltee^on 
amendmoitslo  the  rales  ofthe  House        -  1396 

on  a  motion  calling  upon  Ihe  PreaidenI  to 
communicate  to  ilie  House  the  deqwtehes 
recsivetl  from  the  American  Envoya  at 
Paris 1371 

on  an  amendioent  to  the  bill  supplementary 
to  the  bill  for  defonee  of  Ihe  porta  and  bar- 
bora  of  the  United  Slatea         ■        -        -1403 

on  en  amendment  to  the  trill  for  raising  an  ad- 
ditional corps  of  artillery  ...  MSS 

on  an  amendment  to  the  bill  for  protection  of 
the  trade  of  the  United  Stales  -         -         -1531 

on  Ihe  third  reading  of  Ihe  hilt  for  establishing 
the  Navy  Department     .        -        -        -  15S3 

on  the  reiolntion  from  the  Senate  autharidDg 
Mr.  Pinckney  to  aecept  certain  presenla 
offered  him  by  the  Gorernmenta  of  Great 
Britain  andE^n  -        -        •        .1598 

on  the  reference  of  the  memorial  of  Captain 
Magnien's  grenadier  company  -        '        -  1734 

on  amendomits  to  the  bill  to  enable  the  Pnai- 
dent  lo  raiae  s  proTiaional  army  1768,  1769,  1770 

on  the  pasaage  of  Ihe  IhU    -         -        -        -1778 

on  amendments  to  Ihe  aupplemenlary  tnll  -  lOKO, 
1963 
1964 


on  an  amendment  to  the  bill  from  the  Senate 
(ai  the  more  effectual  protectim  of  Ihe  com- 
merce and  coasu  of  the  United  States        '  1S38 
oa^iediirdreadmg  irfthebill    -         •        •  ISSl 

onibpaaage 1834 

on  amendments  to  the  bill  ....  3088 
on  tbe  bill  to  aoapend  commercial  intereonrse 
with  the  Republic  of  France  and  Ihe  depen. 

dendes  thereof 1866 

on  Ihe  third  reading  of  the  aupplementaiy  bill  SI79 
on  the  amendmenta  of  the  iSraiale  to  the  bOI 
making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the 
militaiy  eslablishment    ....  1675 

on  the  bill  for  regulating  the  compenntion  of 
collectors  BJid  providing  for  the  more  efieet- 
oal  settlement  of  their  accounts        -        .1876 
on  the  motion  for  commitiing  the  resolotioiw 

for  granting  letters  of  marque,  &c.  -         -  1890 
on  Btneudmeats  to  Ibe  bill  lo  provide  for  the 
valuation  of  lands   and  dwelling-homes, 
and  Ihe  ennmeration  of  ibe  slaves  in  the 
UoitedStates         .....  iggg 

on  the  passage  of  the  bill    ...        .1635 

on  an  amendment  to  the  bill  to  anlturiie  the 

defenee  of  merchant  veasda    ...  I0I6 
on  the  bill  to  provide  arms  Ua  the  militia     -  1938 
on  the  bill  from  the  Senate  concerning  alien 

enemies  ......  S0S8 

on  an  amendment  to  the  bill  to  enable  the 
PreadenltonegotiBtealoan    -  -8048 


DiqinzedhyGoOt^le 


Hmtae  Proceedingf  and  DebaUt. 


M*  and  N>;i — 
on  BUndrj  motioiu  relative  to  ib«  bill  for  laj- 
ing  ■  diract  lu  upon  thi  Uiuied  Slates   3059, 

aoeo 

on  Ibe  pwage  of  the  bill    -         -        -         •  SOBS 
on  the  resolution  for  lequsating  the  Pieiideat 
to  inilract  oui  remaining  Emof  al  Paris, 
(Mr.  Gerry,}  to  conliiiue  the  negotiations 
with  the  French  Dirodory      -         -        -  8086 
on  an  amendment  to  the  reaalutton  tot  increas- 
ing the  militai;  eatablishmeDt  -  -  3092 
on  the  motion  to  reject  the  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ste  in  addition  to  the  act  for  puniahtnent  of 
ceitaia  ciimea against  ihe  United  Slalee    -  SII3 
on  amendments  to  the  Inll.-         -          8137,  2 13S 
on  its  passage   >        -        .        -        -        -  21TI 
ott  the  bill  fiom  the  Senate  for  the  abrogatiaa 
of  the   trealiea  between  the  United  States 

and  France S127 

on  an  amendment  to  the  bill  to  auipnent  the 

aimj  ofihe  United  Suies  ~  -  -  SISl 
OD  thepanagBoftbebiU  -  -  -  -2183 
on  the  bill  respecting  the  balances  nportad  to 

bsdueby  individuid  Utiles       -  -  3176 

on  the  bill  fram  the  Seosta  to  anlhoriid  the 

capture  of  French  anned  vraiels       -         -  2 1 78 
on  the  motion  for  appointing  a  commtttae  to 
repoit  a  bill  allowing  a  bounty  on  Iha  cap- 
tive of  French  aimed  shipa  bj  umed  ships 
owned  by  American  citiuns    -         -        -  SlBl 

on  an  amendment  to  the  resolution  (or  the 
general  distiibulian  throughout  (he  United 
Stales  of  copiee  of  the  seta  known  «a  the 
alien  and  sedition  lawi  -  34e3,  24S4 

on  Rgreeing  to  the  oiiginil  resolution  -         -  S46S 

on  a  report  from  theminsgera  of  die  impeach - 
roent  of  William  Blount         •  -  S48S 

on  the  motion  for  appointing  a  committee  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  extending 
the  penalties  of  the  act  for  the  punishment  . 
of  certain  crimes  against  the  Uaited  Htitsa 
to  persons  usurping  Eiecutive  authority  of 
the  Government     ....         -  2545 

on  amendmenlB  to  the  bill  for  the  punishment 
of  certain  crime*  thendn  specified      2fi9U,  2879, 
36S0,  2661 


YsM  and  Nsys— 

on  a  proviso  to  the  bill 

on  a  motion  to  recomnkit  the  bill 


n  uniform  ayslaiii  oT 


-S7I1 


on  ita  passage    - 

on  the  bill  to  establish  ai 
bankruptcy   -         - 

on  ameodmenta  to  the  bill  fitrther  to  so^iend 
commerdnl  intenonne  with  France  ST89,  I7H 

on  the  passage  of  tha  bill     -        -        •       -  17}l 

on  the  ameudments  of  the  Benate         -       -  iga 

on  the  lofeiente  of  a  pelition  piajing  i  repeal 
of  the  slienandseditJOD  liwa   -        -       -  tSOl 

on  the  question  for  lefeiriog  to  a  select  com- 
miltce  sundry  other  petitions,  praying  a  re- 
pesl  of  the  ssid  laws      -         -        -       -  3909 

on  a  resolution  declsriog  it  inexpedient  to  re- 
peal said  laws SOU 

on  an  amendment  to  the  Inll  to  alter  snd 
amend  the  act  laying  a  duty  on  stamped 
lellum,  parchment,  &c.  •         -        -  UU 

on  striking  out  the  first  seetioii  of  the  bill  to 
amend  the  act  providing  for  the  valuatian 
of  lands  and  dwelliog-housea,  and  for  His 
enumeration  of  slaves  in  the  United  Stala  l!lt 

on  Senate  amendments  -  -  UTt 

on  an  amrndmenltothe  bill  ibr  augmentitian 
of  the  fJavy         -  -  — 

00  thepsasageof  thebill      - 

on  Bgreeing  to  the  report  of  the 

the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  authorize  the  cap- 
ture of  French  armed  vnsela        -  -  HSU 

on  the  resolution  for  expelling  Mr.  Lyoo,  of 
Vermont  ....  tffl 

on  an  araendmenl  to  the  bill  for  the  better  ot- 
guiizing  of  the  troops  of  the  United  Ststei  MIS 

on  Btrikiog  out  so  much  of  the  siilh  scctiui 
as  restricts  the  employment  of  votunlsen 
to  the  State  to  which  they  belong  -  Mt 

on  another  Bmendmenl  to  the  bill,  and  on  iti 
pSBsage  .  -  .  .      3043,9044 

on  the  tbird  reading  of  the  bill  for  augtzwot- 
ing  the  salaries  of  certsin  Gxecutiie  off- 


in  the  bill  for  vesting  the  power  of  retalialioii. 
in  certain  cases,  in  the  President  of  tbe 
United  States      -  -  .  ,        .  90 


-»l) 
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PUBLIC  DOCUMENTS 
Pige. 


-  3G94 


Aduni,  John  Qnine;,  hu  letters  to  the  Secrelaiy 

of  Stoto .         -         -         -    3079,  aoaa 

to  the  Cammittee  of  Foreign  Atlain  of  the 

Bswviui  Republic  -  -  -  8091 

Amaiicui  Kamen.    (Bee  Seamen.) 
AppoTtionment  of  direct  taxes,   an 

aubjecl  of 
Appropriations,  a  report  on,  for  the  yi 

hundred  and  niiiBt^-mne  -  -  3ou» 

Army,  a  report  on  the  oi^ntialian  of  Ihe  -  3Gli 

B. 
Batavian  Repabfie,  a  letter  from  the  Committee  of 

FonigD  A^ra  of  the,  lo  John  Quiney 

Adam*   -  -  -  -  3080 

Belt,  William,  *  report  on  the  petition  of  -  3643 

Bills  of  credit,  a  report  on  Ihe  petitions  of  sundry 

holdera  of  -  -  -  -  8669 

Blonnt,  William,  bia  letter  to  Jamee  Carey         -  3ieS 
Brevet  rank,  a  report  on  the  mbject  of    -  -  3030 

Britiah  Miniacer,  letlen  from  the,  to  the  Secretary 

ofState  -  .  -  .     SISS,  3140 

Bullion,  a  report  on  the  subject  oftoates 


Btatrs     - 
Certifieatea,  a  report 


n  Ihe  Mint  of  the  UnileJ 


■  3S67 


C. 


the  subject  of  ouManding 
cercmcaies  ....  3S1S 

a  report  on  nindiy  petitiona  for  the  renewal  of 
lost  certificates     -  -  -  -  366) 

CoUeclarg,  a  report  on  the  compensation  of         -  3SS6 
Commerce,  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State  on  die 
IS  committed  on  American  com- 
s  October  I,  1790        -  -  3116 

report  of  (be  conunitlee  to  nhom  was  referred 
that  part  of  the  Freiridenl'a  Speech  relating 
to  measures  for  the  protection  of  commerce  3173 
Oonleeted  electioms  report  on  the  subject  of  evi- 
dence in  caan  of  .  -  -  3640 


Debtors  of  the  United  States,  a 
Uepredalions  on  commeret 
Despatches,  from  the  Am 


eport  respecting  -  3043 


n  Envoys  bt  Psris  333S 
u84l[),and341T 
Direct  taxes,  a  report  on  the  apportionment  of  -  3SB4 
Dutch  MLnis'er,  substance  of  a  conference  with 

the  -  -  -  -  -  3618 


Ellieott,  Attdrew,  report  of  his  proceedinga  as  Conv 
miasioner  for  running  tim  boundary  line  be- 
tween the  United  Sistes  and  the  Ploridaa  ■  3097 

correspondence  of,  with  the  Spanish  anthori- 
tiea        -  3103  to  S114,  andSlSl  to  3198 

extract  of  a  letter  from,  lo  the  Secretary  of 
State 3130 


Page. 
Emigranti  from  the  West  InJiee,  documents,  &c., 

on  the  iubjecl  of  an  arrival  of      -  '  3488 

Envoys  to  Franco,  imtructions  to  the     -  -  3384 

message  nominating  ...  3680 

Evidence.     (See  Conitited  Eltelionr.) 
Expenditures,  a  report  on  the  expenditures  of  Ihe 

Executive  DepartmtiBta   -  -  -  3597 


France,  documents,  Ac,  on  the  subject  of  our  re- 

latioiu  with      3S77  to33B5,  3333  to  3410,  and 
341Tta36flD 
circnlar  letter  from  (be  Miniater  of  Marine    -  3530 
France  and  Spain,   documents  relating  to  afhin 

with        ....  8067  to  3094 
French  Exscutive  Directory,  reply  of  Ihe  Presi- 
dent of  the,  to  the  valedictory  of  Mr.  Mon- 
roe        -  -  -  -     8076,  3347 
the  decree  of  the,  of  Msich  8,  1 797  -      3076,  3133 
French  privateer,  docoments,  &c.,  on  the  satrject 
at   outrages  committed   in  Ihs  hstiioi  of 
Charleston,  South  Carolina,  by  a  -  3377 

G. 
Gerry,  Elbridge,  his  tetter  to  the  Preaident  of  Ihe 

United  States      .  .  -  .  3450 

cdrBspondence  of,  with  M.  Talleyrand        ■  S4S0, 
and  3478  to  3616 
tettore  from,  to  the  BecreUry  of  Sute-      34S6,  3477 
correspondence  with  M.  Hauteval    -  -  3S1B 

letter  from,  to  Rufus  King  -  -  -  3518 

Great  Britain,  documents,  &.c,  on  the  subject  of 

out  relations  with  -  -  323B  to  3376 

cojiy  of  an  act  of^  for  cairyii^  into  eflect  the 

treaW  with  tlie  United  ii'tates        -  •  3S40 

copy  of  an  act  for  regulating  trade  with  the 

British  possessions  in  India  -  3339 

explanatoiy  article  in  relation  tr>  the  treaty 
with  the  United  Slates,  and  other  docu- 
ments, &c  ,  on  Ihe  subject  of  our  relations 
with       -  .  .  .  8411  to3417 

Greene,  Genersl  N.,  ■  report  on  thesuliject  of  in- 

demnity  to  the  etl«to  of  -  -  -  3649 

Orenvillc^  Lord,  letter  ol|  to  Mr.  Kin^  on  impreas- 

meo  of  Americsn  seamen  -  -  3310 

letter  of,  to  Mr.  KinKi  on  tlie  subject  of  the 
explanatory  article  in  relation  to  the  treaty 
vrilh  the  Uoited  Slates    ...  3414 
his  despatches  la  Mr.  Lislon  •  -  3416 


I. 


collection 


Sports  and  tonnage,  report  o 

^le  duties  on        ...  -  eoi\i 

Impressment  of  aeBmen,  report  on  the  subject  of  -  SS94 
abstract  of  commnniealiona  froifi  the  agent  fbi 

proenring  the  releaae  of    -  -  -  3397 

odier  docuBkenta  on  the  subject  -  3399 
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Pige, 
India,  copj  oi  an  bcI  of  Parliament  for  regulating 

the  inide  with  British  poaaeaaiona  in  -  3339 

B  report  on  the  equalization  of  the  duliea  on 
import*  from        ....  3607 
Insolvent  lawa,  documenta  in  relation  tea  reiiaion 
of  the  laws  for  the  relief  of  persona  impris- 
oned for  debt      -  -  -      3S46,S64B 
Interna]  revenues,  report  on  the  subject  of  -  3G77 
Invalid  penoona,  report  on  the  subject  of  -  3S63 


King,  Rufus,  extracts  from  his  lettera  to  tlie  Sec- 
retary ofSUte      3083,3361,  3366,3309,3310, 
3311,  3417 
letters  lo  Lord  Gieni-ille     3313,  3331,  3414,  3418 


Lands  and  dnelling-bouK*,  report  on  the  vsliw- 

tion  of    -  -  -  -  -  3603 

Loan  Office  and  other  cerlifiotes,   report  on  Ihe 

subject  of  -  -  -  -  3813 

Lost  certiflcatea,  report  on  lundry  petiliona  for  the 

renewal  of  -  -  -  -  3801 

M. 

Message,  Ihe  President's,  od  the  sut>j«ct  of  depM- 
dalions  committed  in  Ibe  harborof  Charles- 
ton by  a  French  privateer  -  -  3377 
cncloaing  the  inatmetions  to,  and  deapilcbea 

from,  the  Envoys  at  Paris  -  -  S3SS 

nominating  Wm.  Vana  Murray  as  Minister 

to  France  ....  3GS8 

nominating  EnTuja  Bitraordinary,  Ac,   to 
France   -----  8660 
Mifflin,  Governor,  of  Pennaylvania,  his  letter  to 
the   President  in  relation  to  an  suival  of 
emigranU  from  the  West  Indies  -  -  3463 

Mint,  a  report  from  the  Director  of  the     -  -  3606 

eilracta  of  his  letters  lo  the  same       -      3073,  3074 
Momoe,  James,  the  reply  of  the  President  of  the 

French  Directory  to  his  valedictory  -  3076 

hia    coireapondence  with    the   Secretary   of 
State      .....  3163 
Mount6orBnce,  Major,  his  r^Mrt  to  General  Pinch- 

ney         -  .  .  .  .  3066 


Outstanding  certifiealee,  s  report  on  the  subject  of  3613 
P. 

Pmckney,  General  Charles  C,  of  South  Carolina, 

his  letter  to  the  SecreUry  of  Stale      30G8,  3086, 
3073,  3073,  3076,  3093,  3143 

Pinckney,  Governor,  of  South  Carolina,  his  letter 
lo  the  Presidmt  on  the  subject  of  French 
outrages  in  the  harixn  of  Gharlealon         -  3377 

Postmaster  General,  his  report  on  the  subject  of 
alterations  proposed  to  Ihe  Post  Office 
lawi 3671 


Receipts  and  eipenditarea,  a  statement  of  -  SS61 

R^Kirt  of  the  Secretary  of  State  on  the  proceedings 

in  relation  JO  the  Florida  boundary,  dtc.    -  3067 
on  the  subject  of  depredatloos  on  American 

.  3116 


Report  of  the  Senelary  of  Slate — continued-  Figt 
an  additional  report  in  relation  to  Ihe  Fioridi 

boundary,  occupation  of  posts  by  Ihe  Spu- 

iah  troops,  &c.    -  -  -  .  J|t7 

on  the  correapondence  of  Mr.  Ellicott  villi 

the  Spanish  aulhoritiee    -  -  ■  3|;i 

on  the  losses  received  by  Amnican  dliiciu 

since  the  treaty  with  Great  Briuin  -  tm 

on  Ihe  subject  of  impressruent  of  Americu 

seamen   -  -  -  .  -  31M 

on  the  trsnsactiona  between  the  United  Stilei 

and  France 3i3t 

of  the  Secretary  of  War  b  relatioa  to  the 

dispoaition  of  the  Indiana  on  the  VVesieni 

frontiers        -        -        -        -        -       -  3143 

on  the  augmentation  of  the  arm;  -  ■  3811 
of  Ihe  Postmaster  General  on  the  Post  OSes 


.lav 


Bevanne,  report  on  the  subject  of  the  intemsl  rer- 

enuee 3S7;,»7( 

report  on  the  companaatidn  of  Ihe  officeneni- 
ployed  in  collecting  the  duties  on  import^ 


Seatuen,  report  on  impressment  of      -        •      -  3t)l 
Secretary  of  Stale,  his  letters  ta  the  Spaniah  Min- 
ister    -       3087,  3133,  3134,  3136,  SIM.MI 
to  the  Britiah  Minister  -        -3131, 3I» 

from  the  Governor  of  Ihe  Northwcatem  Tei- 

toand  from  Charles  Jackson,  Esq.,  Diisid 

AUorney  of  Georgia        -  ...  3MI 

hii  correapondence  with  Mr.  Monroe  SiCiuJIi! 
instructions  of,  to  the  American  Enioyi « 

Paris 33!I.Hfl 

(oRufuaKing Ml! 

lo  Elbridge  Gerry »« 

Sinking  faid,  report  respecting  ihe     -        -      -iSl 
Skipwilh,  Mr.,  his  letter  to  the  8?etelaryof8i>ic3»i 
letters  from  H.  Talleyrand  to     -        -  V.W,  )S» 
Spain,  docnmenis,  &c.,  on. the  sobject  of  rditiou 

with    ...  3097IoallS,JlK 

Spain,   Great   Britain,   snd   France,   documniti, 

Ac.,  in  relation  to  afbira  viith        3!]Bu>ll6I 
and  3175  U>t» 
Spanish  Minis'er,  his  letten  to  the  Seeretaiy  of 

State         S0S3,  3131,  3133,  9136,  3I3T,  JlM, 

ms,  mo,  Wt 
Spirits,  report  on  the  subject  oT  the  duties  m  -  3(71 
Stamp  duties,  a  report  on  the  subject  of      •       -  ^' 


Taxes,  a  report  on  the  apportionment  li  dirNt 

Treaty.     {See  Great  Britain.) 

Tripoli,  a  copy  of  the  treaty  with      -        -       ■  S* 

Tunis,  a  copy  of  the  treaty  vrith         -        -       -  " 

V. 
Vaugban,  John,  a  report  on  the  petition  of    -    •  3C 
Vessels  of  War,  a  report  on  the  estimate  of  the 


While,  Captain,  Moses,  a  report  <»  the  p-titiDaof  3(H 

Y, 
Yrujo,  Chevalier de.     (See Spanith  Minuter) 
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AgtnU,  Ml  Kt  directing  the  anxiintment  of,  in 
nlation  to  the  liith  utide  of  the  tTMtj 
with  Gnat  Britain  -  -  3B39 

Algien^  an  act  in  lelation  to  ths  (ppcaQtmeat  of  ■ 

Coiwnl  »t  -  -  -  -  8701 

ApptopriatioDi,  an  act  making  additional,  for  the 

;ear  levenlwn  bnodied  and  Dinety-wim    370S 

Anna  and.  ammonitiDn,  an  act  to  pndiibit,  for  a 

limited  time,  the  ezpoitation  of    -  '  868fi 


Alinwi  an  act  concerning  ...  3T44 

Alien  enemiea,  an  act  concerning  -  -  3TS8 

Appro^iationi,  an  act  making  partial,  for  the  yaai 

■aventeen  hundred  and  Dinet<r-«i{[ht  -  3703 

an  act  making,  for  the  luppon  t>C  Qoran- 
ment  foe  the  jeai  seventeen  hundred  and 
Dine^'eigfat         .  -  .  ,  8711 

an  act  making,  for  (he  expanaea  of  the  artil- 
lery regiment       .  -  .  -  8761 
an  act  making,  for  the  additional  oaTal  anna* 

ment       •  -  -  -  -3731 

an  act  making  additional,  for  the  aerrice  of 
the  year  Mtrentoen  hnndietl  and  ninety- 
Mght       -  - 

Arms  and  ammunition,  an  act  to  continue  the  act 

to  prohiUt  the  exportation  of 
Army,  an  act  to  enable  the  Preeidmt  to  taiae 
proriaiima]  army     -  .  - 

•n  act  aupplementary  to  the  above    - 
an  act  to  angmant  the  United  Statea  Army 
iriata  and  engineera,  an  act  for  railing  an 

additional  r^iimenl  of      - 
ta  act  making  appropriationa  for  the  r^- 


Aceounti  between  the  United  Statea  and  the  indi- 
vidual Statea,  an  act  napectuig  the  bal- 
aneea  reported  to  be  due  by  the  individnal 
Statea     .  .  -  . 

Aj^m^aciationa,  an  act  making,  to  defray  the 

pcnaea  of  holding  a  treaty  or  Ireatiea  with 

the  fnl^i■n■  .        ' 

an  act  making,  to  de&ay  the  eipenaaa  of  i 
rying  into  effect  the  treatiea  with  the  In- 


u)  act  making,  for  tbe  aupport  of  Oovem- 
maal  for  the  year  wveniMn  hundred  and 

X  making,  for  the  aupport  of  the  Naval 


37fil 


Pag*. 
Army,  an  act  giving  eventual  anlhori^  to  the  Pre< 

■ident  to  augment  the  Army         -  -  3933 

Atmy  and  Navy,  an  act  authoriung  the  Preaident 

to  fill  vacaneiea  in  the      .  -  .  8S38 


Ball,  an  act  providing  for  the  aecurily  of,  in  oar- 

taio  caaea  ....  S»3« 

Balanrea,  dec.     (Bee  Aceounit,') 

BitU>if  Eichaoga;  an  act  to  alter  tlie  atamp  dn- 
tiea  on  foreign  bills  of  eichangr  and  UUa 
of  lading,  impoaed  by  the  act  laying  dotiea 
on  stamped  vellum,  Jec  -  -  3803 

laland,  (Maine,)  an  act  for  the  erection  of 


Canada  and  Nova  Scotia,  an  act  for  the  relief  of 

the  reliageei  from  -  -  371S 

CannoD,  dec.,  an  act  to  enable  the  Piendml  to 

procure  cannon,  ammunition,  dec  -  8736 

Claims  against  the  United  Statea,  an  act  limiting 
the  time  within  which  daiuia  for  ciedila 
on  the  books  of  the  Treasury  may  be  pre- 
aented  for  allowance        '  •  3767 

CUrfca,  an  act  to  revive  and  continue  the  act  re- 
specting the  compensation  of  -  -  3738 
Collectors,  an  act  to  regulate  and  fix  tbe  oonipen. 
■Btion  of  persona  employed  in  ooUeeting 
the  duliea  on  iinpoita  and  lonnags,  and  to 
insure  more  efleclually  tiie  settleiDent  of 
their  accounts  ...  -  8770 
Commerce  of  the  United  Statea,  an  act  foi  the 

more  effectual  protection  of  the    -  -  3733 

an  act  in  addition  to  the  above         -  -  87C0 

an  act  furlhar  to  protect  the  -  -  87H 

ConauK  an  act  authorizing  an  expenditure  and 
making  an  ippropiiatioti  for  uie  reimborae- 
ment  of  mcmeya  advanced  by  ConanU  in 
certain  CMCa         ...  -  3721 

Ctmtealed  elactioiia,  an  act  to  preKribe  the  mode 

of  taking  evidence  in  csaaa  of      -  -  3704 

Crimea  against  the  United  Stataa,  an  act  for  tbe 

of    .  -  -  -  3773 
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THIRD  ntaiian. 
Clatb,  to  act  to  ngulaie  umI  Gi  (Im  compenn- 

tion  or 3S89 

GoUeeton,  •ui  *ct  to  esUUiih  the  oaupeiiMtiixi  of 

oSScen  employed  in  lh«  colIectioD  of  the 

dalica  on  importi  and  tonnap      '  -  3B09 

Crimet^  an  act  for  the  punuihment  of  ceiUmi  llwre- 

in  ipedluid  ....  8796 


Dutiec,  an  act  laying  additional  duties  on  nh 


Debt,  an  act  for  the  relief  of  pen 

tor  debt!  doe  the  United  Statea    ■  ■  9783 

an  act  nipplemenlaiy  to  the  act  br  the  reUef 

of  peraona  impriaoned  for  debt      -  •  3734 

Peapalchea,  a  jcont  reaolatioD  for  printing  and  dii- 
tribuling  gTatuitoDaly  a  certain  number  of 
copies  <^  the  inatructiona  to  and  deqsleliea 
&om  the  EnToya  at  Farii  '  37H 

Direct  tax.     (See  Taxo. ) 

Dutiea,  an  act  to  poalpane  the  commencemeat 
the  datiea  impoaed  by  the  act  laying 
duty  on  atamped  vellam,  Ac  •  3703 

an  act  to  amend  the  aeveral  xta  laying 

on  distilled  apirita  and  on  aUlla     -  ■  3707 

an  act  to  continue  for  a  limited  time  paK  <d 
an  act  making  farther  proTidon  fin  collect- 
ing the  duties  on  diatillcd  apirita,  atilla, 
and  on  winea  and  teas  ...  3717 
an  ad  to  auapeud,  lor  a  further  time,  the  du- 
tiea on  the  mann&eture  of  aon^  and  the 
drawbai^  <hi  the  eiportalion  thenof        -  3790 

TMIBD  SSSeiOI. 

Dialillera  oTGIeneTa,  an  act  rei^iecting     .  ■  3919 

Docks,  an  act  to  authorize  the  eataUi^unent  of     -  3S0G 
Duties,  an  act  to  regulate  the  cotlectiDn  of  the  dn- 

ties  OD  impifftB  and  tonnage  ~  -  S81S 


ExfiiiDg  Uwa,  an  act  to  contiaue  aundr;  -  3 

ETidence.     (See  ConUiied Ekcltoru.) 

BieeutiTe  authority,  a  bill  for  the  punishment  of 
paraona  usurping  the  Executive  aathori^  of 
the  Gorenuoent.     (See  Cri'miu.) 

BKCcutiTa  officers,  an  act  to  aogmantthe  aalariea 


saco.tp  saaaioH. 
Foreign  coins,  an  act  soppkmentaiy  to  the  act  far 

the  regnbtion  of  •  -  -  3707 

Foreign  inleiconrae,  an  act  proriding  the  mesne  ti  8710 
France,  an  act  to  suspend  commercial  intercourae 

with,  and  the  dependenciea  thereof  •  3737 

an  act  to  amend  said  act      .  .  3794 

an  ad  far  abrogation  of  the  tnatiea  with        -  87U 


France,  an  act  further  to  ani^wDd  commerdsl  iuti- 
coureewith  -  -  -t 

Frendi  citiianf,  an  act  conconiug  auch  u  bin 

been,  or  may  be,  captured  and  bnogbt  mio 

the  United  Stales  .  -  .  )l 

are,  an  act  to  r^nlate  trade  and  inlMaiiint 

with  the  Indiana  and  to  preaarte  psace  on 


Galleys,  snadtoanthoriiefliePresidenttopDrdMe 

or  build  a  number  of  email  Teasels  to  bi  | 

equipped  as  gslleys  ■  tW 

an  act  to  amend  aaid  act       -  -  -  tru      | 

Gay  Head,  Muaaebtiaetti^  an  act  to  aulherim  the 

erectiaDofatight'bouseon  •  -  IRI 

Georgia,  an  act  for  an  amicaUe  aettlecnent  of  limih  ' 

with  and  to  establidi  a  gaternoMut  in  the 
Mississippi  Territory        .  ■  ]7tl      . 

Gloacester,  Masuchuselta,  an  act  to  eMabM  u 

annual  aatary  for  theaurreyor  of  the  jMdHK 


Oenen,  an  act  repecdngtbedialillersof  - 


Health   laws,   an  act  reelecting  qtiarantiiH  ud 


InadTenI  lawa,  an  act  for  r 

ooed  for  debts  due  the  United  Sulci 
an  act  supplemsntaiy  to  the  act  for  rebfcf 
ptnona  imprisoned  for  debt 
(See  Dctpatcba. ) 


.n  act  to  regulate  the  coUsc- 

an  act  to  establiah  the  compensation  of  1 

employed  in  collecdngme  dutiea  on 
Indians,  an  act  making  appropriations  to  deaths 

eipeitaes  of  bidding  a  treaty  or  treatiss  wiih 

the         - 
an  ad  making  appropriations  to  defray  Ihoei- 

penaBS  of  carrying  into  efled  certain  trtalics 

with  the 
en  act  to  r^ulate  trade 


States  .  .  -  I7»I 


Journals  of  Congress,  joiat  lesolntion  ai 

a  BUbacription  for  400  ec^tiaaaf  Folwairi 
editiolt  of  the      -  -  -  -  ■ 


DiqinzedhyGoOt^le 


INDEX. 

Appendix — Public  Act*. 


Jv^iMTj,  *n  act  providing  conpenutiMi  fat  the 
manihals,  Btlomcja,  jnron,  &c,  of  th« 
conrti  of  the  Doited  Suwi,  tad  for  other 
pnTpoaM  -  -  ■  -  8 

L. 
rii»T  sunos. 
Loan,  an  act  Buduiriiiag  a  -  -  -  3 

flSCOXD  lunoH. 

Lands,  an  act  aulbonzing  a  ^rant  of  to  8.  Monot 


■  3746 


-  37fl7 


and  others,  mhabitanti  of  Galliopolii 
Iiandaanddwelling-bouBei,  an  act  to  provide  for  tl 
valuation  of,  and  far  the  ennmerBtioii 
■liTes  io  the  United  Stales  - 
Ligbt-hoana,   Ac.,  an  act  &i  the  erection  of 

light-faoiue   and  placing  buoya  at  certain 
[^cea  (hermn  mentioned  •  •  -  9709 

an  act  for  erecting  a  light-hoiue  and  pi 
bnoja  and  Makes  at  places  therein 
tioDed     -----  87S4 
an  act  fbr  e(«cting   a  light-houae  on   Ga; 
Head,  in  MailWa  Vinefard,  Maa.  -  37dB 

Loan,  an  act  sathotiung  a  loan  ibr  the  me  of  flie 

Citj  efWuhington         ...  3732 
an  act  to  enable  the 

monej  for  the  pnblie  serrice         -  -  3TBD 

an  act  authorUing  the  President  to  obtain  a 
loan  on  the  credit  of  thedirect  tax  -9791 

Loan  office  and  final  seUlemeDt  certificatet,  Ac, 

BO  act  respecting  -  -  -  9784 

tBiBD  aassioi. 
I.andB,  an  act  to  amend  the  act  regnlating  graitla 
of,  fbr  military  gervices,  aitd  ibr  the  Sodelj 
of  United  Brathren  -  -  •  993S 

an  act  to  anthoriie  the  Bale  of  certain  [anda 
lietweeii  the  Great  and  Little  Miami  rivers, 
and  for  granting  a  pre-amption  to  certain 
purchasers  and  ntlleia     .  -  .  SSg7 

Lands  and  dnelling-honaea,  an  act  toameikd  the  act 
for  the  valuation  of,  sad  fbr  enumiBTatiaD 
of  the  slaves  in  the  United  Statea  -  3B1 1 

LatTBof  the  United  Slates^  an  act  in  addiUon  lathe 

act  for  more  general  promulgation  of  the    -  3S93 
Li^l-hoa>ei^  &c.,  an  act  for  the  erection  of  a  bea- 

000  on  Boon  laland,  Maine  -  -  8939 


Mileage,  an  act  allowing  lull 

of  both  Houses    - 
Militia,  an  act  authoriiing 


Marine  eoip^  an  act  for  orgaoinng  and  establish- 

ing  a      -  -  -  -  877* 

Hatyland,  an  act  declaring  aasenl  of  Congrssa  to 
an  act  of  this  totals  respecting  the  appoint- 
ment of  an  health  officer  -  -  -  ST  1 6 

Maaatchaselts,  an  act  declaring  assent  of  Congress 

to  an  act  of  this  State      -  -  -  3716 

Mccehant  vessels,  an  act  to  anthoriie  the  defence 

o(  against  French  depredationa      -  -  3747 

Military  EsUblishment,  an  Kt  to  amend  the  act  to 
amaod  and  rq>eal  in  pan  the  act  to  ascat- 
iaikand  Ox  (he   .  -  -  -  87M 


MiUtai7  Bstahhshment— continaed.  Page- 

an  act  making  appropriaUoDS  fiir  the  -  -  3736 

Militia,  an  Ml  authorJiing  the  pajmant  of  a  detach- 
ment o^  fbr  services  in  the  expedition  — 
der  Major  Ore      -  -  - 

an  act  providing  anus  for  the 
Misnaipiri  Territory,  an  act  eatabtiahiog  a  govern-  _ 


Monot,  Bt^en,  and  others.     {See  Londi.) 


-  3710 


Marine  corps,  an  act  to  anthoriie  ai 

of  the    -  -  -  -  -  3938 

Medical  EstaUiahment,  an  act  lo  legoiate  the        -  3039 


Naval  Brmamenl,an  actprovidinga  -  -  3 

Nortii  Carolina,  an  act  fbr  reviving  and  continn- 
ing  suits  and  processes  in  the  Circuit  Court 


Naturalization,   an  act  supplementary  to  and  to 

amend  the  act  establi^ing  an  uniform  rate  of  8789 
Naval  armament,  enact  making  an  addiUonslap 

propriation  for  the  support  of  a     -  -  3717 

an  act  to  pioiida  an  additional  annament  for 

the  protection  of  Ibe  trade  of  the  U.  States   8739 
an  act  ■applemenlary  to  the  above  -  S7S1 

an  act  lo  amend  flte  act  to  provide  s  naval    - 

armament  .  .  -  -  8748 

an  act  maUng  further  appn^niatioiu  fbt  the 
additional  naval  armameot  -  -  3791 

Navy  Department,  an  act  establi^mg  die  -  8794 

Navy,  an  act  fixing  the  pay  of  c^itama  and  cinn- 

mandeiBofahipaofwatof  tlieUnitadSutea  8801 

an  act  for  the  government  of  die  navy  -  3914 

an  act  fiir  the  augmentation  of  the  navy        -  8804 

an  act  making  approprietJona  for  the  naval  es- 

tabliahment  -  -  .  .  8941 


ct  lo  aulhorize  oertain  officera  and  other 


-  87U 

-  87M 


Ports  an^  halbois,  an  act  to  provide  (or  the  fiutber 

defence  of  -  -  -        .    -  3687 

Privateering,  an  act  for  the  preveulii»>  of;  againal 
nations  in  amity  with  the  United  States,  or 

against  the  properly  of  American  dtiieDB  -  3685 

Penaoners  an  act  directing  the  Secretary  irf  War 

to  place  certain  personson  the  petuion  li*t  8707 

Ports  and  harbors,  an  ad  aupplemsnta^  lo  the  art 

lo  provide  for  the  further  defence  of  ■  87M 

Posl  Office,  dec,  an  act  to  continue  the  Bih  sec- 
tion of  Uie  act  in  addition  to  the  act  for 

of  the         -  -  -  3T17 
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PigB. 

ProvuiDliBl  Anny,  in  act  tn  ennble  the  Freiidaiit 

to  raiw  ■  -  .  3739 

■n  let  nipplementarf  (o  nid  set      -  •  3743 

Pom  OiGce,  an  set  to  Mtabluti  the  -  -  8B4S 

Pniwiknl  of  the  United  StiM,  in  act  to  Teat  id 

him  the  power  of  retaliation  in  eerttin  «*aM  3B6S 


Qaarantine,  an  act  retpectins  qDaiantine  and  hedth 


Reliigees,  an  act  for  the  reliar  of  the  refiigeaa  from 

Canada  and  Nora  Scoti*  -  3718 

R«Teaa«.     (See  CoiJedcn.) 


Salt     (See  Dutia.) 

Shipa  and  vMada,  an  act  coneeming  tike  rtgiMer- 

ing  and  recording  of        -  -  -  8688 

Stock,  an  act  to  aontjnoe  the  act  anthoriiin;  the 

tmufer  of  certain  itoek    •  -  .  8T0D 


ing  pitnlege  to  the  -  -  -  8T48 

ioD.     (Bm  Cnmn.) 
«,  an  act  to  provide  for  the 

the  ahToi  iti  ttie  United  State* 
r.     (See  Dutia.) 
ta.     (See  Dulia.) 
p  dutfe*,  an  act  to  postpone  the 

ment  of  the  dntiea  impoaed  b;  the  act  tiy- 

ing  *  do^  on  ilainped  vellum,  Ac 
an  ai^  to  amend  the  act  laying  a  dnty  on 

(tamped  vellum,  dec,        -  .  .  3716 


-  3767 


-  3708 


Seamen,  an  act  to  authoriie  the  n       

moneya  advanced  lor  Iha  icUef  cf  nek  ud 
deilitute  aaanwn  in  fdroign  caaaldn       -  37 
an  act  in  additioo  to  the  act  for  the  tdid  ti 

nek  and  diaabled  aeitnen  i  -  .  3( 

an  act  to  revive  and  oontiniie  patti  of  dw  wt 
for  the  rcdief  and  protection  cf  ■eamaa      -  it 
Society  of  United  Brethren.     (8n  Laadi.) 
Stamp  dntiee,  an  act  to  altff  the  alanp  didia  on 
foreign  bills  of  ezdtacge  andbiUf  oflidiiii 


Tsxea,  an  act  to  laj  and  collect  a  direct  tu        -  9t 
Trade  of  the  United  States  an  act  to  pnmit  fn 

the  further  protection  of  the         -  -  JT 

an  act  supplementaij  to  said  act      -  -37, 

Treaxary,  War,  and  Navy  Department^  u  ut  U 

alter  and  amend  the  several  seta  for  the  » 

tabliihment  and  legnlation  of  theae  Dipin- 


B  laws  of  the  United  States  mUm  Sm 


Timbo',  an  act  to  aulhoriM  (be  porchMa  g(  li 

naval  purposea    -  .         .m 

TroofM  of  the  United  Slaiea,  *n  ad  for  tin  tMts 
■     of    -  -  .        .a 


Uanrpatioa  of  Executive  antlmity.  (BteCrima) 


Vennont,  an  act  to  alter  the  time  of  boldiiigtk 
diitrict  coort  in  this  State  -         ■  U 

Voseli  of  WW,  an  act  fixing  the  pay  ef  opliim 
and  commanders  of  -  .         -  H 


Washington  Ci^,  anactanthoriting  a  loaafatttK 

uaeof    -  .  .  .  .WI 

Widowa  and  orjdians,  an  act  making  proriun  for 

Williams,  £lie,  an  act  antberiiing  the  graol  ai 

conveyance  of  a  certain  lot  of  gtMod  U  ■  I'D 
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